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'He has a habit of making such
remarks': Athawale targets
Kharge over 'Modi ka baap'

remarks
New Delhi. (Agency).

Union Minister Ramdas Athawale on
Monday criticised Congress
president Mallikarjun Kharge for his
remarks against Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, describing them as
ihapproptiate and
unacceptable.Speaking to reporters
in Nagpur, Athawale stated that
Kharge heads a major political party
that remained in power for 60 years
and that it was not appropriate for the
president of such a party to insult the
Prime Minister."Mallikarjun Kharge
is the president of a major party—a
party that remained in power for 60
years. It is not appropriate for the
president of such a party to insult the
Prime Minister. It seems that he has a
habit of making such remarks, which
is not right at all. Making such
comments is completely
unacceptable; it constitutes a grave
mnsult to the Prime Minister...", he
said.BJP MP Manoj Tiwari criticised
Congress president Mallikarjun
Kharge over his remarks concerning
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s late
father, calling them unacceptable,
and accused Lok Sabha Leader of
Opposition Rahul Gandhi of acting at
the behest of foreign powers.

BJP launches 'Save Democracy,

Remove Anarchy' campaign amid

Opposition protests
New Delhi (Agency).

Amid ongoing Congress-led
Opposition protests across the country,
particularly in Delhi, the Bharatiya
Janata Yuva Morcha (BJYM) on
Sunday launched a nationwide youth
outreach campaign, ‘Arajakta Hatao,
Loktantra Bachao’ (Remove Anarchy,
Save Democracy), which will continue
until November 30.The campaign aims
to engage young citizens in meaningful
discussions on democracy, counter
misinformation and encourage
informed participation in nation-
building. The BIJP said the initiative
would also seek to counter what it
described as the Opposition’s false
narratives on the Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls and
otherissues.

To mark the launch, BJYM state units
organised the ‘Mann Ki Baat Yuvaon ke
Saath’ programme, inviting young
professionals to listen to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s monthly
radio broadcast, Mann Ki Baat,
followed by discussions on national
development and youth participation.
"These interactive sessions were held
across more than 600 locations
nationwide, with over 50,000 young
professionals participating in the
programme. across all the states and
districts of the Nation. The session
involved discussion on the role of
professionals in achieving the the
vision of Viksit Bharat and discussion
on the opportunities created by the
Modi government across various fields
was also held", the BJP said in a
statement issued late on Sunday
evening.

BJP To Launch Nationwide Protests Against
Mallikarjun Kharge Over Remarks On PM Modi

New Delhi (Agency).

The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) has Wworkers and leaders are expected to gather
announced nationwide protests on 1n large numbers to express their strong
Monday against what it described as resentment. BJP spokespersons said the
"insulting, indecent and offensive"
remarks made by the Congress President message that such remarks would not be

Mallikarjun Kharge regarding Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's late father.
According to a statement from the party,
the BJP will stage demonstrations at all
its state headquarters across the country
on Monday.The party said the protests

are being organised in response to the

remarks made by the Congress President
in Patna, which it termed highly
objectionable and an attack on the
dignity of the Prime Minister's
family.BJP leaders said the comments
made by the Congress President crossed

all limits of political discourse and
amounted to a personal attack rather than a

added that targeting the family members
of political leaders, especially those who
are no longer alive, reflects a new low in
public debate.The BJP has directed its

Rahul Gandhi acquitted by UP court in
2018 Amit Shah defamation case

Sultanpur, Uttar Pradesh(Agency). made the remarks but argued that they were

made in good faith and without any intention to

A special MP/MLA court in Uttar Pradesh’s insult anyone. The defence also contended that

ﬂ[:lllllttlll] llv d Sultanpur on Monday acquitted Congress leader the remarks had been distorted and presented out
SIlllﬂlllllII' Elllll‘t iII 1 Rahul Gandhi in a 2018 criminal defamation of context.The complainant’s lawyer,

case over remarks against Union Home Minister meanwhile, urged the court to convict Gandhi,

2018 defamation Amit Shah,

evidence.Gandhi appeared before

Gase over rﬂmarks the court for the pronouncement of
about Amit Shah. the verdict.

welcomed the decision and

The Gase, filed I]v expressed happiness and gratitude.
The case was filed by BJP leader

B'II' Iaallar w-a Vijay Mishra, a resident of
Misnra Saw Hanumanganj under the Kotwali

Dehat police station limits in

SHVHI'al IIIIaI'illllg, Sultanpur and a former chairman of

the Sultanpur District Cooperative

citing a lack of

His supporters

m Bank.Mishra filed the complaint on - /4 4
August 4, 2018, over remarks . . o .
Stammnts aml Gandhi made about Shah during a campaign arguing that 1135 admlgsmn‘toma}kmg the rema}‘ks
Iﬂual ﬂla“ﬂ“uﬂs rally in Bengaluru ahead of the 2018 Karnataka Was grounds for holding him guilty. A fter hearing
= L arguments from both sides, the court reserved its
Assembly elections. e ; ;i
nvar a vn“:a WHATDID BOTHSIDES ARGUE? decision. Spemal Mang[l‘ﬂtC Shubham Verma
sample. During the final hearings, Gandhi’s lawyer acquitted Gandhi on Monday, giving the

acknowledged that the Congress leader had Congressleaderreliefin the long-running case.

CASE PROCEEDED FOR8YEARS
The case proceeded through several stages over
the years. Gandhi surrendered before the court in
February 2024 and was granted bail. His
statement was recorded in July 2024, while the
court also examined the complainant and other
wal tihagiss e durtayg the
proceedings.Arguments in the case began
- on October 6, 2026, and concluded on
&= October 12. The court had scheduled the
* verdict for October 26.Additional Civil
Judge Shubham Verma had initially
scheduled the wverdict for October 13
before fixing October 26 as the date for its
pronouncement.The case relates to
remarks Rahul Gandhi made about then-
BJP president Amit Shah at a campaign
rally in Bengaluru during the 2018
Karnataka Assembly elections. BJP leader
Vijay Mishra, a former chairman of the
Sultanpur District Cooperative Bank, filed a
defamation complaint against Gandhi on August
4, 2018.Gandhi surrendered before the court on
February 20, 2024, and was granted bail. His
statement was recorded on July 26, 2024,
followed by the examination.

Indians don't indulge in vandalism, says
Piyush Goyal as protests rock Europe

Addressing members of the Indian community in Berlin during his two-day visit to Germany, Goyal said

Indians had earned respect overseas for their peuceful conduct and family-oriented lives.

New Delhi(Agency)

Union Commerce and Industry Minister
Piyush Goyal praised the Indian diaspora as
“peace-loving”, saying Indians are
welcomed in host countries because they do
not indulge in vandalism or disrupt public
life. His remarks came against the backdrop
of protests in France and other parts of
Europe, some of which have turned
violent.Addressing members of the Indian
community in Berlin during his two-day visit
to Germany, Goyal said Indians had earned
respect overseas for their peaceful conduct
and family-oriented lives.They know that the
Indian people and the Indian community are
peace-loving. They live with their families;
they care for their families,” Goyal said.He
added that Indians were welcomed in host

[taly. While many demonstrations
clashes, looting and vandalism.

SUPPORT STUDENTS

remained peaceful, some have escalated into

GOYAL URGES INDIAN DIASPORA TO

DK Shivakumar’s Warning To
Bengaluru IT Firms After 'No
Jobs For Kannada Speakers’
Video Goes Viral

New Delhi (Agency).

Karnataka Chief Minister DK Shivakumar
on Sunday warned private companies that
the state government would act against

we are seeing in other parts of Europe,” he| | (hem if they were found to have

said. Pmtf:ata over rising living costs, wages deliberately kept Kannadigas out of jobs,
and public services have continued in several :

European countries, including France and

declaring that "in Karnataka, the
Kannadiga is sovereign". The remarks
came a day after a video of'a young woman
alleging language-based discrimination in
hiring by Bengaluru's IT companies went
viral on social media.Shivakumar said in a
post on X, "If it is found that any private

have

During his interaction with the Indian|§ iygitution has deliberately sidelined

community in Berlin, Goyal also urged Kannadigas, the government will take

countries because they were known for being members of the established diaspora to
law-abiding citizens.“An impqrtant_ statistic is support Indian students moving to Germany,
how well you are respected in this country. particularly those from financially weaker
The good part is you are very wanted, very packgrounds.He said support from fellow
welcome here. They know you don'tindulgein  [ndians could help newcomers adjust to an

vandalism. They kn_ow you don't go on Fhe unfamiliar environment and navigate the
streets and create a disturbance to society, like  challenges of studying and living abroad.

appropriate action." He added, "In
Karnataka, the Kannadiga is sovereign.
The government will not allow the rights,
dignity, and opportunities of Kannadigas
to be disregarded for any reason."

Referring to the city's global standing in
the I'T sector, Shivakumar said, "The world

"Change Party Name To Samajwadi Yadav
Parivar': A Owalsl Jabs Akh1lesh Yadav

Lucknow (Agency).

Ahead of the 2027 Uttar Pradesh Assembly
elections, AIMIM chief Asaduddin Owaisi
said the Samajwadi Party's name should be
changed to 'Samajwadi Yadav Parivar',
targeting party chief Akhilesh Yadav over the
representation of Muslim leaders in
constituencies such as Azamgarh and
Firozabad."Akhilesh Yadav, the name of your
party should be changed from Samajwadi to
Samajwadi Yadav Parivar," Owaisi said while
addressing a rally in Uttar Pradesh's Kairana
district on Sunday."There was a time when a
Muslim used to win from Azamgarh. Now

state units to organise peaceful but firm
protests at state party offices.Party

demonstrations would send a clear

=N "

tolerated.Senior BJP leaders have also
demanded an unconditional apology from
e : ; the Congress President, saying that
critique of governance or policy. They jitical differences should not lead to

personal insults. They said that public life
in a democracy must adhere to basic
standards of decency and mutual respect.

over the Muzaffarnagar riots, alleging that
around 50,000 people were displaced from
their homes during the violence when the stage. She claimed companies were
Samajwad: Party was in power in Uttar § insiead giving preference to Telugu and
Pradesh."So tell me, the people of | Tamil speakers, recruiting young people

sees Bengaluru as India's technology
capital, and we take immense pride in the
talent, skills, and capabilities of our
Kannadigas." He said the government, as
"the voice of Kannadiga interests",
remained committed to responding to their
concerns.In the video, the woman alleged
that candidates who listed Kannada as
their mother tongue were eliminated at the
interview stage, or even at the shortlisting

L | Muzaffarnagar and Kairana, isn't it true that | from Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh and

own eyes how the Muzaffarnagar

when Akhilesh was the Chief Minister, right Telangana at lower salaries.
on this land, you, we, the world saw with our | She also alleged, "Campus interviews are

riots | not being conducted in Bengaluru

happened. 50,000 people were driven out of | colleges,” and urged the chief minister,

Akhilesh's brother has become MP from there.  their homes." he said.The AIMIM chief | "Please provide a solution to this
There was a time when a Muslim MP became further alleged that girls were attacked and | problem." A prominent Kannada activist,
MP from Firozabad. Now Akhilesh's family children were orphaned during the riots, while | Rupesh Rajanna, who shared the video on
members became MP from there," he added. families who had lived in their villages for | X, alleged that such practices had been

Further, Owaisi criticised Akhilesh Yadav generationswere lefthomeless

going on for along time.

PM congratulates Brazil's Lula on election
win, vows to deepen India-Brazil ties

New Delhi(Agency). Partnership,” he added. CONTEST

unprecedented fourth
presidential term, after
the 80-year-old leader
defeated Senator Flavio
Bolsonaro in a closely
contested election that
defied opinion
polls.Calling Lula his
“dear friend”, PM Modi
said he looked forward to
working with the

PM Modi said the two countries Lula secured another term after In a message

Prime Minister Narendra Modi would continue to strengthen defeating Flavio Bolsonaro, the
congratulated Brazilian President cooperation across diverse sectors, e¢ldest son of former Brazilian
Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva on advance the shared priorities of the president Jair Bolsonaro, in
winning an Sunday's presidential runoff.

The result marked a | Y pPM Modi

remarkable comeback for the

veteran left-wing leader and  described Lula
went against a broader

rightward shift in Latin g€ his "dear
American politics.Flvio —
Bolsonaro had finished ahead | friend" and
of Lula in the first round of
voting and sought to revive congratulated
his father's far-right political .
movement. However, Lula's him on what he

posted on social
media platform

Brazilian leader to . better-than-expected

deepen the India-Brazil Strategic Global South and work towards a performance in the runoff M
Partnership.“l look forward to more inclusive, equitable and helped him secure victory despite

working closely with him to further sustainable world. concerns over rising prices, remarkable re-

deepen and expand the LULA DEFEATS corruption
multifaceted India-Brazil Strategic BOLSONARO IN A CLOSE dissatisfaction.

scandals and "

election victory.
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Fire at Tronica City
factory, no casualties

reported
Ghaziabad.(Agency)

A fire broke out at a factory in
Tronica City on Wednesday
morning, and five fire tenders
were deployed to control the
flames. A short circuit is
suspected to have caused the
blaze. A car also caught fire in a
separate incident, and its driver
jumped out. No casualties were
reported in either incident.
According to chief fire officer
(CFO) Saurabh Singh, a fire
broke out around 9.15am on the
ground floor of a two-storey
building in Tronica City. The
building, housing the
manufacturing unit of Javed
Fabrication, is used for flexible
printing and metal fabrication
work.Initially, three fire tenders
and fire service units were
dispatched to the spot from the
Tronica City fire station, with
one fire tender each being
dispatched from Vaishali and
Baghpat soon after.

“The fire service units
immediately laid out hose pipes
and started pumping water
through the motor fire engine
onto the fire, and the fire was
brought under control within a
short time,” the CFO said.

Gurgaon air turns
poor, AQI climbs to
203

Noida.(Agency)

City’s air turned poor on
Wednesday, with the Air Quality
Index (AQI) rising to 203, after
staying moderate for four
consecutive days following a
brief improvement in the middle
of Oct.According to Haryana
State Pollution Control Board’s
monitoring dashboard, the AQI
rose from 134 on Oct 25 to 156
on Oct 26 and 174 on Oct 27,
before crossing the 200 mark on
Wednesday. The deterioration
comes after a relatively cleaner
spell in mid-Oct. The city’s AQI
improved to 89 on Oct 16, the
lowest reading recorded on the
dashboard during the month. It
subsequently rose to 159 on Oct
18 and 184 on Oct 20, before
touching 216 on Oct 21. The
reading eased to 193 on Oct 22
but deteriorated again to 215 on
Oct 23.0ct’s readings show
repeated fluctuations in air
quality. The AQI stood at 182
on Oct 1 and rose to 207 on Oct
2. It crossed 200 again on Oct 9,
at 201, and on Oct 21 and 23, at
216 and 215 respectively.

Data from the city’s four active
monitoring stations showed that
pollution levels varied across
locations on Wednesday.

New software to help
owners find impounded
vehicles at Gurgaon
Sector 29 traffic police
parking yard

Gurgaon.(Agency)

Vehicle owners who spend
hours searching through
hundreds of impounded vehicles
at the Sector 29 traffic police
parking yard may soon be able
to retrieve them more quickly.
Traffic police have introduced a
software, Vahan Setu, to help
locate vehicles after their
owners clear the challan and
arrive to take them back.

The yard has around 3,000
vehicles parked in congested
rows across nearly four acres of
uneven land. Until now, owners
often had to walk through the
crowded premises and search
for their vehicles manually, a
process that could take more
than an hour.

The ordeal was evident when
Ganesh, a resident of Ashok
Vihar, was seen searching for
his bike, which had been
impounded the previous week.
He was looking through the
bushes and across the sprawling
yard before a traffic police
officer helped him locate it. “It’s
been around 40 minutes since [
was looking for my bike before
a traffic police officer helped me
find my vehicle,” Ganesh told
The new system, which came
into use on Tuesday, records the
row in which each vehicle is
parked.

PNB branch under scanner as customers allege Rs 35
crore embezzlement, manager among 5 suspended

NOIDA.(Agency)

passbooks.One of the complainants, Vineet (criminal breach of trust) against the PNB

Employees of Punjab National Bank’s
Aichhar village branch in Greater Noida are
under scrutiny after at least 16 account
holders, most of them farmers from Viroondi
Chakrasenpur, Bironda, Aichhar and Site 4
areas, submitted police complaints accusing
them of embezzling fixed deposits (FDs)

worth an estimated Rs 35 crore.

The bank suspended five staffers, including
the branch manager, and initiated an internal
probe. Its Aichhar branch has remained
closed since Tuesday as several account

holders, who lost anywhere between Rs

lakh and Rs 1.2 crore, gathered outside it
demanding that their money be reimbursed.
In complaints submitted at Sector Beta 2
police station, the account holders alleged
that bank staff had prematurely closed their
FDs and transferred the money to other
accounts without authorisation. Some
alleged that fraudulent withdrawals were
made from their accounts and incorrect
entries were subsequently recorded in their

amount would be refunded within a

branch employee.On Wednesday,

Bhati of Jai Shiv Transport, approached the

was allegedly diverted from his account.
Bhati, who holds an account with the bank,
said he had recently approached the branch
seeking advice on mutual fund investment.
He said he signed a cheque and relevant
documents on the branch manager’s
direction.Bhati alleged that instead of
transferring the money to his savings g
account, the branch staffers sent it to a §
different account, allegedly held by a person
with the same name. He said he visited the
10 branch, flagged the error and requested
officials to credit the sum to his account.

The staffers initially assured him that the

registered an FIR under BNS Section 316(5)

day or

two. On Oct 26, however, he was told that
the bank was assessing the matter and the
money would be credited once the probe was
over. Bhati then filed a police complaint and
submitted a clip of his conversation with a

police

branch staffers at Sector Beta 2 police
police station on Tuesday after Rs 25 lakh station. The FIR clubs 16 complaints and was
lodged after Shrichand, a resident of

Viroondi Chakrasenpur village in Surajpur,
alleged that Rs 1.16 crore was embezzled
from his FD linked to his account at the
Aichhar branch.Of the other complaints in
the FIR, one is by Gautam of Sector Pi, who
said his father had around Rs 94 lakh in his

bank account. When Gautam visited the
branch on Oct 26 to withdraw Rs 50,000, he
allegedly found that only Rs 16,000
remained. He sought an explanation from the
bank but did not get a satisfactory
response.

Another account holder, Sanjay, alleged
that an FD worth around Rs 10 lakh had
been prematurely closed and the money
transferred to another account. Hanif
alleged that around Rs 39 lakh had been
withdrawn from his account.According to
a complaint filed by one Kartari, Rs
98,700 and Rs 6.9 lakh were diverted from
two of his FDs. Amichand, another
| account holder, alleged that Rs 10.3 lakh
was diverted from his FD. More than Rs 1
crore each was allegedly diverted from the
accounts of Vijay Pal and Subhash too.
Approximately Rs 1.18 crore was allegedly
diverted from the account of Santosh, and Rs
76 lakh from that of Saroj. Another
complaint alleged that Rs 88 lakh was
withdrawn from the account of Bijendra
Singh, along with Rs 25 lakh from his FDs.

Food safety dept suspends Zepto store
operations over hygiene lapses hefore Diwali

Ghaziabad.(Agency)

Food safety officials in Gautam Budh
Nagar have flagged hygiene lapses at
several online grocery warehouses and
stores ahead of Diwali. Of 18
establishments inspected, 16 were
issued improvement notices for
deficiencies including inadequate
cleanliness and failure to produce
mandatory records. A Zepto store in
Sector 135, where officials noted poor
cleanliness and disorder in the cold
room, was ordered to stop operations
until corrective measures were
completed.Assistant commissioner
(food safety) Sarvesh Mishra said the
inspections were conducted on the

l |

DM’s directions as part of the
department’s pre-Diwali food safety
campaign.Officials found hygiene and
document-related deficiencies at

facilities operated by BigBasket and
Blinkit in Ecotech 3 and at Zomato’s
Hyperpure store that supplies raw
materials to restaurants. Checks were
also conducted at Swiggy and Zomato
hypermart facilities in Dadri, Blinkit
stores in Surajpur and Beta 1 in Greater
Noida and a Blinkit warehouse in Sector
62, Noida.Other establishments
inspected included JioMart in P-1 and
KV Enterprises and a Zepto store in P-3,
Greater Noida; A&D Network Private
Limited in Itahera, Ecotech 4; a Swiggy
store operated by PYD. Retail Private
Limited in Sector 128; a Zepto dark
store in Shahdara; P.J.T.J. Technology
Private Limited in Mathurapur; and an
Amazon store in Tughlakpur.

Skill centre, police station, power upgrade:
GNIDA board approves key projects

Noida.(Agency)

The Greater Noida Industrial
Development Authority (GNIDA)
board on Wednesday approved a
number of key projects slated for
development in the city — including a
skill training and employment centre, a
police station and a 220-kV power
substation.GNIDA CEO Ravi Kumar
NG said the board has approved the
development of Sardar Vallabhbhai
Patel Skill Training and Employment
Centre on around eight acres in the
Ecotech-1 industrial area.“The plot will
be identified by the Authority and
allotted free of cost after obtaining the

consent of the department of micro,
small and medium enterprises
(MSME),” the CEO added.According to
officials, the centre is a part of the state
govt’s initiative to equip young people
with skills aligned with the
requirements of the industrial and
services sectors. It will offer skill
development and language training to
candidates from technical and non-
technical backgrounds, along with
placement assistance to help them
secure jobs.The board also approved the
development of a police station in Kasna
village in Ecotech-1 Extension, for
which GNIDA plans to allot a 4,000 sqm
plot free of cost. The proposed police

station is expected to strengthen law and
order and improve security in the
industrial area, which has a large
number of operational industrial units. It
will also cater to the security needs of
employees, entrepreneurs and local
residents, officials said.To meet rising
electricity demand, the board approved
the upgrade of the existing 132/33-kV
substation in the Ecotech-10 industrial
area to a 220/33-kV substation, at an
estimated cost of Rs 226 crore. The
Authority has proposed allotting 8,945
sqm of land free of cost for the
project.At the last meeting, the board
had increased land acquisition
compensation for farmers .

Man sentenced to double life
imprisonment for stabbing schedule
caste neighbour to death

Ghaziabad.(Agency)

A special SC/ST court has sentenced a barber to double
life imprisonment for attacking and killing a neighbour
using scissors. The court found the accused guilty of
murder and also aware of the fact that the victim
belonged to the SC community. Hence, he was
sentenced to life under the provisions of the SC/ST
(Prevention of Atrocities) Act too.

The case stems from a complaint filed at Sahibabad
police station by Rajkumari on Nov §, 2018. She told
the cops that her husband Sanjay had been stabbed by
their neighbour Pradeep, who is a barber, around 4pm
that day. She alleged that Pradeep had come to their
house that afternoon and asked Sanjay to return the
money that he had borrowed from the barber. They
soon had a heated argument and Pradeep stabbed
Sanjay with a pair of scissors in his chest. She said her
children Sonu and Nisha had witnessed the crime. The
family then rushed him to the hospital, but he died on
the way.A case was registered against the barber under
IPC Section 302 (murder), and after an investigation,
police included Section 3(2)(v) of the SC/ST
(Prevention of Atrocities) Act. A chargesheet was filed
on Dec 18 that year. The court took cognisance of the
matter, and a special SC/ST court framed charges
against the accused on Jan 11 the next year. The
accused denied the charges and sought a trial,
following which the prosecution presented 10
witnesses, including family members and an
eyewitness neighbour.Sonu supported his mother
Rajkumari’s statement during the main examination,
but they turned hostile during cross-examination three
years later. Special public prosecutor Akhilesh Kumar
argued that their evidence could not be dismissed
entirely.Despite backtracking in court, Rajkumari
admitted that her husband had been stabbed with
scissors. Police recovered the weapon, covered in
human blood, from Pradeep’s possession. A medical
examination indicated that the bloodstains on the
scissors were as old as the incident.

Defence counsel argued that witnesses did not support
the prosecution’s case. The scissors found in Pradeep’s
possession had been planted, and the forensic
laboratory did not match the DNA of the blood on the
scissors to Sanjay’s DNA.

SC panel visits south Haryana mining belt amid Aravali
definition row; locals flag hill damage, forest land auction

Gurgaon.(Agency)

communities affected by mining and assessed

local concerns linked to forest

A Supreme Court-appointed high-powered

committee reviewing the definition

demarcation of Aravalis visited villages in
south Haryana on Tuesday, where residents
raised concerns over hill destruction, falling
groundwater levels and illegal mining.
Villagers in Mahendergarh’s Rajawas

questioned the proposed auction of

notified as protected forest and demanded that

the wider Aravali landscape be declared a
conservation reserve.Brij Mohan Singh
Rathore, former joint secretary in the Union
environment ministry and a member of the
five-member committee, and Prof Jagdish
Krishnaswamy, dean of School of
Environment and Sustainability at Indian
Institute for Human Settlements in Bengaluru
and a special invitee to the panel, visited
Ramalwas in Charkhi Dadri and Rajawas in

Mahendergarh. They held consultations

and

groundwater depletion and ecological damage.
The committee headed by director general of

protection,
Noida.(Agency)

Two women crossing road
mowed down by fruck in Kasna

Wednesday, police said.

“The driver, aged around 25, is a resident

Indian Council of Forestry Research and
Education is reviewing the definition of
Aravali hills and ranges after concerns were
raised over an earlier proposed definition based
on hill elevation and the distance between hills.
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Two women were killed when a truck hit
them as they were crossing the road near
UPSIDA company in Kasna, Greater
Noida, on Tuesday. The victims were
Manisha (45) and Vimlesh (43), residents
of Jari Sagar village in Badaun district.
They were rushed to a hospital, where
doctors declared them dead on
arrival.Police said the truck driver fled
towards Sirsa after the accident and was
caught within hours. Police have seized
the truck and detained the driver.

The women lived near the Kasna
industrial area and worked at a factory
there. They were returning home on foot
around 8 pm when the truck knocked
them down. They suffered severe
injuries.

The SHO of Kasna police station said
they were informed about the incident by
the locals through the emergency
helpline number Dial 112. A police team
reached the spot and arranged for the
women to be taken to a nearby hospital.
However, doctors declared them
dead.Following the incident, police
launched an investigation to identify and
trace the truck involved in the accident.
During the search, the team tracked down
the vehicle a few kilometres from the
accident site. The driver was detained on
the intervening night of Tuesday and

of Haryana. He has been detained. The
vehicle has also been seized,” Sharma
said.Police said a case had been
registered against the driver under the
relevant provisions of the Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) for rash driving
and causing death by negligence. Police
are conducting further investigation into
the circumstances surrounding the
accident.Data shows Gautam Buddh
Nagar recorded 577 road accidents
between Jan and July this year, claiming
450 lives and leaving another 250 people
injured, underscoring the urgent need for
stricter road safety measures and
enforcement.In July, three agricultural
labourers from Bihar were killed in a hit-
and-run incident on the Jewar-Khurja
road. Police seized the Scorpio SUV
allegedly involved in the crash and also
arrested the driver.Police said the
accident occurred around 10.30pm near
Neemka village in Jewar. Karan (22),
Vishwajeet (24) and Mithun (25) were
returning home on foot after finishing
their work in the field when the SUV that
was allegedly being driven at a high
speed by Deepanshu (32) ran them over.
The driver fled with the car. The three
men died before any medical assistance
could reach them. Police reached the spot
and sent the bodies for autopsy.
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Advocate held for running fake matrimonial
call centre in Agra, targeting men across India

New Delhi: A 29-year-
old advocate by profession
allegedly ran a matrimoni-
al fraud call centre in Agra
that targeted men across
India by offering fake mar-
riage alliances, with
female callers posing as
prospective brides and
extracting up to Rs 15,000
from each victim, the
Delhi Police said on
Tuesday. The Central
District Cyber Police said
the accused, Amit Kumar,
used a woman employee
as the proprietor of the
firm operating through
shaadipartner.com and
presented himself as its
legal adviser. He was
arrested from Agra after
police raided the call cen-
tre and arrested the
woman manager and eight
tele-callers. The racket
came to light after a man
approached the National
Cyber Crime Reporting
Portal, alleging that he
had been cheated after
being promised matrimo-
nial services through the
website. According to the
police, the callers first sent
him  photographs  of
women and arranged
phone conversations with
those  presented as
prospective brides. Once
the victim showed inter-
est, he was asked to pay
registration, profile
access, activation and con-
tact-unlocking charges.
He eventually lost Rs
15,000, police said. Police
said the syndicate specifi-
cally targeted men looking
for brides. The callers col-
lected contact details from
matrimonial profiles and

NAME CHANGE

I, hitherto known as Priya D/O
Ashok Kumar R/O 107-A, Top/F,
Narain Nagar, VTC: Laxmi Nagar,
PO: Laxmi Nagar, District: East
Delhi, Delhi, 110092, have
changed my name and shall here-
after be known as Priya Sharma.

NAME CHANGE

I, Dhirendra Kumar S/O Subhash
Chandra R/O E-59 2nd Floor, Gali
No-5, South Anarkali, Krishna Nagar,
PO: Krishna Nagar, DIST: East Delhi,
Delhi-110051, have changed the
name of my minor son Ishika Dwivedi
aged 5 years and he shall hereafter
be known as Ishika Dubey.

NAME CHANGE

I, KUMAR PRABHAKAR S/O SHIV
NANDAN PODDAR R/O P8/21,FIRST
FLOOR, P-BLOCK, BPTP ELITE
FLOOR, SECTOR-75, BALLAB-
GARH, FARIDABAD HARYANA-
121004 HAVE CHANGED MY NAME
TO PRABHAKAR KUMAR FOR ALL
FUTURE PURPOSES.

Public Notice
TO WHOMSOEVER IT MAY

CONCERN

THIS IS TO INFORM THE GENER-
AL PUBLIC THAT MY CLIENTS
NAMELY MR. SIDHARTH
KAUSHIK, S/O SH. SATYA
PRAKASH KAUSHIK, WHO IS
RESIDENT OF C-13/35, SECTOR-
3, ROHINI, DELHI- 85, HAS SEV-
ERED ALL RELATIONS WITH HIS
WIFE MRS. TARANA KAUSHIK,
DUE TO HER DISRESPECTFUL
CONDUCTS TOWARDS MY
CLIENTS. FURTHERMORE, MY
CLIENT HAS ALSO DISOWNED
AND DEBARRED HIS WIFE MRS.
TARANA KAUSHIK FROM ANY
CLAIM OVER THEIR MOVABLE
AND IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES.
THE GENERAL PUBLIC IS HERE-
BY CAUTIONED THAT ANYONE
DEALING WITH HER SHALL DO
SO AT THEIR OWN RISK AND
RESPONSIBILITY. MY CLIENT
SHALL NOT BE HELD LIABLE FOR
ANY ACTS, DEEDS, OR TRANS-
ACTIONS CARRIED OUT BY HER.
AKSHAY GOSWAMI, ADVOCATE

DELHI HIGH COURT

M. NO. 7503253009

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE is hereby given to public
at large that my client Mr. Amit
Malik is purchasing the Built-Up
First Floor without Roof/Terrace
Rights Built-Up on Property
Bearing Plot No.M-29, Area
Measuring 80 Sq. Yds., Approx,
Out Of Khasra No.768 & 769,
Situated In The Revenue Estate Of
Village Nawada, Delhi State Delhi,
Area Abadi Known As Colony
Shyam Park Extn., Uttam Nagar,
New Delhi-110059; from Mr. Ajay
Kumar Vaid who is the owner of the
property vide GPA, Agreement to
Sale & WILL dated 13.10.2025 and
Intend to mortgage the said prop-
erty with Aditya Birla Housing
Finance Limited. If any person(s)
has/have any objection(s) or
claim(s) with respect to the right,
title or interest in the said property
may please contact us within 07
days from the date of this notice on
the number & address mentioned
herein below, failing which my
client(s) shall not be held responsi-
ble in any manner whatsoever.
Khaitan & Khaitan
Plot No. 100 ,1st floor
Okhla Phase Ill, New Delhi
Ph. No: 011-49774545

social media platforms and
assessed the financial
backgrounds of potential
victims. They then sent
photographs of women
sourced from the internet
and created dummy pro-
files on the matrimonial
website. If a victim wanted
to speak to a woman
whose photograph had
been shared, another
female employee allegedly
posed as the prospective
bride during calls. Other
employees  sometimes
posed as family members,
an official said. The cop
added that the victims
were offered packages
ranging from Rs 2,500 to
Rs 15,000 and were asked
to make payments at dif-
ferent stages. After several
days of conversations, the
proposed alliance was
allegedly rejected on
grounds such as Manglik
dosh, family opposition or
the woman having been
engaged elsewhere.
Those seeking more
matches were given other
contacts or asked to wait
for suitable profiles. Police

NAME CHANGE

I, hitherto known as Dinesh Kumar
S/0O SHYAM LAL ROY, R/O D-44,
GALI NO 5, HAZRA PARK CHAN-
DER NAGAR, Krishna Nagar, PO:
Krishna Nagar, DIST: East Delhi,
Delhi - 110051, have changed my
name and shall hereafter be known
as Sushil Roy.

NAME CHANGE

I, AKANKSHA Singh W/O: Nikhil
Chauhan, R/O House no -798,
south civil Bimes, Muzaffarnagar,
PO: Muzaffar Nagar City, DIST:
Muzaffarnaga, Uttar Pradesh-
251002, have changed the name of
my minor son Atharv Chauhan aged
14 years and he shall hereafter be
known as ATHARV KUMAR.

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE is hereby given to public
at large on behalf of my client Mr.
Vinay Kumar Singhal (Proposed
Owner) in respect of Basement
Floor “said floor” part of Plot No. 3,
area measuring 206 sq. yrds., in
Block-C, situated in the residential
colony known as Hauz Khas
Enclave, village Mehrauli, New
Delhi.; for Lost OF Property docu-
ment i.e, Sale Deed dated
30.08.1967 executed by Mr.
Madho Sarup through SPA
Manmohan Sarup Mathur, Mr.
Krishan Sarup through SPA
Manmohan Sarup Mathur in favour
of Mrs. Kusum Lata In respect of
the Plot No. 3, area measuring 206
sq. yrds., in Block-C, situated in the
residential colony known as Hauz
Khas Enclave, village Mehrauli,
New Delhi, Document NO. 5520.
An E-FIR was registered for the
same examined by E-Police vide
LR  No. 867612/2023 on
06.09.2023, This property is mort-
gaged with Anand Rathi Global
Finance Ltd. [ARGFL]. Any per-
son(s)/Institution(s) found/finds the
same may please send us to the
address mentioned herein. Anyone
misusing the same shall be liable
for action under relevant provisions
of the Law of the Land, If any per-
son(s) has/have any objection(s) or
claim(s) with respect to the right,
title or interest in the said property
may please contact us within 15
days from the date of this notice on
the number & address mentioned
herein below, failing which my
client(s) shall not be held responsi-
ble in any manner whatsoever.
Khaitan & Khaitan
Plot No. 100 ,1st floor
Okhla Phase IIl, New Delhi
Ph. No: 011-49774545

E-TENDER NOTICE NO.:
62-ENGG-RNY-2026-27. E-tenders
are invited by the undersigned for the
following work: SN. 1; Brief
Description of Item: Replacement of
damaged expansion joints and repairs
to road over Nar Narayan Setu (N.N
Setu Br. No-355) in between
Jogighopha and Pancharatna Railway
Station under Rangia Division
of N.F Railway. Tender Value:
%¥8,52,56,889.68; Earnest Money:
%17,05,100.00. E-tenders will
be closed at 15:00 hrs. on 18-11-2026
and Opened at 15:30 hrs. on 18-11-
2026 at office of the Divisional Railway
Manager (Works), Rangiya. The
complete information with the tender
document of above e-tender will be
available in website www.ireps.gov.in.

DRM (Works), Rangiya
ORTHEAST FRONTIER RAILWAY

"Serving Customers with a smile"

NORTHERN RAILWAY

Invitation of tender through E-Tendering

said this process could
continue for two to three
months until the member-

ship expired. The tele-
callers were allegedly paid
a 10 per cent incentive on
the amount collected from
victims, in addition to a
monthly salary of Rs 6,000
to Rs 7,000. The police
said the operators deliber-
ately capped the fraud at
Rs 15,000 per victim,
believing that smaller loss-
es would make victims
less likely to approach the
police. The investigation

into the bank account
the
money

receiving
plainant’s

com-

led

police to Shaadi Partner
Com, a proprietorship reg-
istered in Jaya Shakya’s
name. The account was
allegedly linked to six
complaints on the NCRP
from employee allegedly
posed as the prospective
bride during calls. Other
employees  sometimes
posed as family members,
an official said. The cop
added that the victims
were offered packages

NAME CHANGE
I, DEVKI NEGI W/O KRISHAN
MOHAN NEGI R/O 193, Paryatan
Vihar B-4, Opposite Dharmshila
Hospital, Vasundhara Enclave,
Delhi, East Delhi, Delhi-110096
have changed the name of my
minor Daughter CHARVI NEGI
aged 15 years and she shall here-
after be known as CHAARVI NEGI.

NAME CHANGE

It is for general information that |
VANDANA CHAUHAN W/O AMIT
CHAUHAN R/O House No.-665, K
Block Jahangir Puri, Jahangir Puri
East Delhi, Delhi-110033 declare
that name of mine has been
wrongly written as VANDANA in my
minor Son ABHINAV CHAUHAN
aged 15 years in his 10th Class
Educational Documents. The actu-
al name of mine is VANDANA
CHAUHAN which may be amend-
ed accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
|, Prabhat Ranjan S/O Akhileshwar
Mishra, 59, Krishi Appartment,
Near North Ex Mall, Sector 13,
Rohini Sector -13, Post: Rohini
Sector -7 , Dist : North West Delhi
Pin:110085 Have Changed My
Name To Prabhat Ranjan Mishra
For All The Future Purposes.....

NAME CHANGE
| Vikash Kumar S/O Bhola Nath
Prasad R/O A4- 901, Unitech
Residences, Sector-33, Near Subhash
Chowk, Khandsa(104),
Khandsa,Gurgaon , Haryana - 122004,
Have Changed my Minor Son Name
From Vihaan to Vihaan Gupta

NAME CHANGE
|, Parveen S/o Rattan Sing Yadav
R/o Near Coloumbia Asia Hospital
Carterpuri Alias Daulatpur,
Nasirabad Gurgaon-122017 have
changed my name to Parveen
Yadav for all purpose

TRACK SLEEPER RENEWAL
WORKS AT KATIHAR DIVISION

E-Tender Notice No. KIR/Engg./54
of 2026 Dated: 26-10-2026. Works
tenders through “E” Tendering system
for and on behalf of the President
of India are invited for the works
as detailed below:- Tender No.
1. Brief Description of work:
Katihar Jn. — Kumedpur (SL) &
Barsoi Jn. — Radhikapur (SL) —
TSR(P) — 9.930 Tkm & 33.000
Tkm respectively. Tender Value:
39,63,35,747.45/-. Earnest Money:
19,26,700/-. Tender No. 2. Brief
Description of work: Strengthening
of infrastructure related to passenger
movement at station for smooth travel
experience at Harischandrapur and
Bhaluka Road under the jurisdiction
of DEN/I/Katihar. Tender Value:
36,59,45,672.51/-. Earnest Money:
%13,18,900/-. Date & Time of
closing of tender: At 15.00 hrs.
& opening at 15.30 hrs. on 25-11-
2026. The complete information
with tender documents of above
e-tender will be available upto 15.00
hrs. on 25-11-2026 in the website
www.ireps.gov.in
DRM (W), Katihar
ORTHEAST FRONTIER RAILWAY

Serving Customers With A Smile

(E-Procurement Systems)

The Divisional Track, Northern Railway, Delhi Division for and on behalf of President of
India invites E-Tender on prescribed form for the following work.

Name of work

Depot No. 1

Supplying and stacking, loading and unloading of 71,640 Cum of 65,
mm gauge machine-crushed hard stone ballast conforming to
Railway Specification IS/RDSO-GE/0001:2023 (February 2023)
and latest correction slips, from Ramkumarpura mining area, Village
Ramkumarpura, Tehsil Khetri, District Jhunjhunu, Rajasthan, or|
with its location|Khanak mining area (under the control of HSIIDC), Tehsil Tosham,
District Bhiwani, Haryana, or any other mining source producing
similar quality machine crushed hard stone ballast as above, at Sub
in Shakurbasti
DEN/Track/DLI. (NIT-21-26-27-WC)

(SSB) Ballast Depot under|

Approx Cost of work

(1) Rs.15,19,99,502.20/-

Earnest Money

(1) Rs.30,40,000.00/-

Date and Starting time for filling
e-tender & Tender opening time

Starting time for filling e-tender is Date-06/11/2026
at 15:00 hrs. & Tender opening time is

Date-20/11/2026 at 15:00 hrs.

Website particulars, published e-tender notice
location etc. complete details of tender can be seen
and web site where the tender form can be downloaded

Above tender available
on IREPS site i.e.
www.ireps.gov.in

No. 128-W/Sr.DEN-C/NIT-21-26-27/WC Date : 29.10.2026

3795/2026
Serving Customers With A Smile

PUBLIC NOTICE

GENERAL PUBLIC IS HEREBY
INFORMED THAT BACK CHAIN OF
"PLOT OF LAND AREA MEASUR-
ING 200 SQ. YARDS LE. 167.22 SQ.
METERS OUT OF KHET NO. 548
OF KHATA NO. 00074 SITUATED IN
VILLAGE SIRSA, PARGANA
DANKAUR, TEHSIL & DISTRICT
GAUTAM BUDH NAGAR, UP" LE.
ORIGINAL SALE DEED EXECUTED
BY MR. SATYAVEER SINGH IN
FAVOUR OF MRS. PREM MALIK IN
RESPECT OF THE SAID PROPER-
TY. HAS BEEN LOST BY THE CUR-
RENT OWNER MRS. NEETU AND
SAID OWNER MRS. NEETU PUR-
CHASED THE SAID PROPERTY
VIDE SALE DEED DT. 19.01.2016
EXECUTED BY MRS. PREM
MALIK. NOW MRS. NEETU WANTS
TO TAKE LOAN AGAINST THE
SAID PROPERTY FROM TRU
HOME FINANCE LIMITED. PLEASE
SUBMIT THE SAID ORIGINAL SALE
DEED IF FIND BY ANY PERSON.
ALSO PLEASE CONTACT WITH
WRITTEN OBJECTION LETTER
WITH RELEVANT DOCUMENTS
WITH UNDERSIGNED IF HAVING
ANY OBJECTION IN RESPECT OF
SAID PROPERTY/SALE DEED
WITHIN 10 DAYS OF THIS PUBLI-
CATION. ITS USE BY ANYONE IS
ILLEGAL.
ADITYA VERMA, ADVOCATE
E-16, 1ST & 2ND FLOOR, E-
BLOCK, MANSAROVAR PARK,
SHAHDARA, DELHI-110032.
MOBILE NO. 9999042521 /
9958996685.

ranging from Rs 2,500 to
Rs 15,000 and were asked
to make different parts of

the country. Police said
Kumar had set up the pro-
prietorship in Shakya’s
name and used franchise,
MSME and Labour
Department registrations

to make the operation
appear legitimate. He
allegedly remained behind
the scenes while project-
ing himself as the firm’s
legal adviser. Following
the September 4 raid in
Agra, Kumar switched off
his mobile phones and
went underground, police
said. Technical surveil-
lance helped investigators
trace him to Agra. He was
intercepted on September
8 in the Kala Kunj area
while travelling in a black
Hyundai Creta bearing
“Advocate” stickers.
Police said he produced
his Uttar Pradesh State
Bar Council credentials
and claimed he was mere-
ly providing legal advice
before being arrested.
The police recovered Rs
50,000, seven desktop
CPUs, 47 mobile phones
and the Hyundai Creta.

Three killed as trailer truck rams van in Nuh

Gurugram: Three young men from Gurugram were
killed and another was seriously injured in a road accident
near Ferozepur Jhirka in Nuh district late last night. A
speeding trailer truck rammed into their Eeco van near the
Housing Board Colony cut on National Highway 248A.
According to the police, the four men were returning
home after attending an engagement ceremony in
Ferozepur Jhirka when an out-of-control trailer truck
rammed into their van. The impact was so severe that the
vehicle was badly mangled, creating chaos at the scene.
After the accident, the truck driver abandoned his vehicle
and fled. A senior police officer said the van was so badly
damaged that it was difficult to retrieve the bodies. The
police, with the help of local residents, brought in a bulldoz-
er to clear the wreckage. After considerable effort, they
managed to recover all three bodies. The deceased were
identified as Ravi (28), a resident of Feroz Gandhi Colony
in Gurugram; Anil (26), a resident of Ram Mandir area in
Sohna; and Sonu, a resident of Sohna who was driving the
van. According to the police, they had gone to Ferozepur
Jhirka to attend the engagement ceremony of Sanjay’s son.
Family members said Sonu had worked for the Sohna
Municipal Council but had recently lost his job and was
unemployed. His family welcomed a daughter just two
months ago. Two young men were killed and their com-
panion seriously injured after a speeding vehicle hit them
on the Bilaspur-Tauru road on Saturday night.

NAME CHANGE
1, Alex Francis S/o Anthony Francis
residing at House No. E-211, Gali
No. 9, Phase-5, Aya Nagar, Delhi-
110047, declare that name of mine
has been wrongly written as Alex
Anthony in my Baptism Certificate.
The actual name of mine is Alex
Francis for all future purposes

NAME CHANGE
I, NASIM JAHAN W/O MOHD
QASIM QASMI R/O B-396, F/F
LEFT SIDE GALI NO.13, CHITR
GUPTA ROAD, NORTH GHONDA,
BHAJAN PURA, DELHI-110053
HAVE CHANGED MY NAME TO
NASEEM JAHAN FOR ALL
FUTURE PURPOSES.

NAME CHANGE
1, MOUSMAN S/o Gaffur Abdul R/o
RZ-B, 323, Khasra No0.84/5-6,
Upper Ground, Nihal Vihar,
Nangloi, Delhi-110041 have
changed my name to MOHAM-
MAD USMAN.

NAME CHANGE
|, Ruheen Chaudhary R/o J-4/3-B,
Second Floor, Khirki Extn., Malviya
Nagar, Delhi-110017 have
changed my name to Ruheen.
NAME CHANGE
1, Siddhant Kansal S/o Devki Nandan
R/o B-4, Deep Mala Apartment, Tigri
Vilaage, New Delhi-110062 have
changed my name to Siddhant.
NAME CHANGE
I, FARID MALIK S/O FIROZ
MALLIK R/O H.NO-222, GALI NO-
1 NEAR SAKET METRO SAIDUL
AZAIB MEHRAULI SOUTH DELHI
110030, CHANGED MY NAME TO
FARID MALLIK.

NAME CHANGE
I, TASSARUN NAZRIN W/O AZAD
ALAM R/O FLAT NO-C-4, 3RD
FLOOR GALAXY APARTMENT C-
68-69 BLOCK-C JAITPUR EXTN
PART 2 DELHI 110044, CHANGED
MY NAME TO TASRUN NAZRIN.

NAME CHANGE

| hitherto known as LAKSHY TAN-
WAR S/o SACHIN TANWAR R/o
111 , Bardwali Chopal , Fatehpur
Beri , Fateh Pur Beri , PO :
Fatehpur Beri , Dist : South Delhi ,
Delhi — 110074 have changed my
name and shall hereafter be known
as LUX TANWAR

NAME CHANGE

I, ANEES KHAN S/O MUSTAFAALI
R/O 81 2ND, FLOOR PHATAK
WALl GALINEAR  NOORANI
MARKET ,KHUREJI KHAS DELHI
110051 HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO ANIS AHMAD FOR ALL
FUTURE PURPOSES.

NAME CHANGE
I, Shauaina Begum R/o H.No.317/1,
Gali No.3, Old Mustafabad, Delhi-
110094 have changed my name to
Shayaina Begum.

NAME CHANGE
I, Farukh Ahmad S/o Jamil Ahmed
R/o Malai, Teh. Hathin, Distt. Palwal
have changed my name to Farooq
Ahmed for all future purposes

NAME CHANGE

I, hitherto known as Priya D/O
Ashok Kumar R/O 107-A, Top/F,
Narain Nagar, VTC: Laxmi Nagar,
PO: Laxmi Nagar, District: East
Delhi, Delhi, 110092, have
changed my name and shall here-
after be known as Priya Sharma.

NAME CHANGE

I, Dhirendra Kumar S/O Subhash
Chandra R/O E-59 2nd Floor, Gali
No-5, South Anarkali, Krishna Nagar,
PO: Krishna Nagar, DIST: East Delhi,
Delhi-110051, have changed the
name of my minor son Ishika Dwivedi
aged 5 years and he shall hereafter
be known as Ishika Dubey.

NAME CHANGE

I, hitherto known as Dinesh Kumar
S/O SHYAM LAL ROY, R/O D-44,
GALI NO 5, HAZRA PARK CHAN-
DER NAGAR, Krishna Nagar, PO:
Krishna Nagar, DIST: East Delhi,
Delhi - 110051, have changed my
name and shall hereafter be known
as Sushil Roy.

NAME CHANGE

It is for general information that |,
MOHD ASHAR son of SHEHZAD
ANJUM, residing at 1562, GALI
CHOTI PEEPAL WALI, CHITLI
QABAR, PAHARI BHOJLA, JAMA
MASJID, DELHI-110006 declare
that my father name has been
wrongly written as SHEHZED
ANJUM in my 10th and 12th
Educational Documents. The actu-
al name of my father is SHEHZAD
ANJUM, which may be amended
accordingly.

Date of Birth Change

| SUVARNA AMAR WARAKE legally
wife of Army no - JC 461570A, Rank
- SUB, Name - WARAKE AMAR
VISHVAS, Presently Residing, At -
Amatewadi, Post - Savarde, Teh -
Panhala, Dist - Kolhapur, State -
Maharashtra, Pin - 416114 in my
husband service records my date of|
birth  wrongly mentioned as
02/12/1983 instead of my correct
date of birth as 03/12/1983, vide
Affidavit dated 28/10/2026 before
Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME AND DATE OF

BIRTH CHANGE

I, T PERUMA mother of No-
2613210H, Rank-HAV, Name-T
KAVERIYAPPAN residing at VILL-
PARUVEETHI, PO-ENUSONAI,
TALUK-HOSUR, DIST-KRISHNA-
GIRI, TAMIL NADU-635117, have
changed my name from T PERU-
MA to PERUMAKKAL THIRU-
PATHI for all future purposes, in my
son’s service record my date of
birth  wrongly mentioned as
05/05/1950 instead of my correct
date of birth as 01/01/1960 vide
Affidavit dated 29/10/2026 before
Notary Public, Delhi.

PUBLIC NOTICE
My client, Mohd. Shariq son of Sh.
Shamim Ahmad, resident of M-48,
Gaffar Manzil Extension, Part-Il,
Jamia Nagar, Okhla, New Delhi
110025, has disowned and
debarred his son, Md. Arsalan,
from all his movable and immov-
able properties and has severed all
relations with him. My client and
his other family members shall not
be held responsible for any civil or
criminal acts, deeds, or omissions
committed by him in the future.

Shehroz Khan Wali ADVOCATE
CH.NO.426, LAWYERS BLOCK,
SAKET COURT,

NEW DELHI-110017

STORES E-PROCUREMENT

Tender Notice No.: $/22/2026-27; Dated: 26-10-2026. E-Tenders are invited by the undersigned for the following works:-
SN. 1; Tender No. 30/25/5091A/0T/152/2026-27; Closing/ Opening Date: 13-11-2026

NAME CHANGE
| PRAMJEET KAUR W/0 SUR-
JEET SINGH R/0 L55 GRAUND
FLOOR GALI NO 21 NEW
MAHAVIR NAGAR VIKAS PURI
NEW DELHI 110018 CHANGED
MY NAME TO PARAMJIT KAUR

NAME CHANGE

I, KM IFFAT JAHAN, W/O - SAR-
FARAJ HUSSAIN, R/O - HOUSE
NO D - 493/1, BULAND MASJID,
SHASTRI PARK, SEELAMPUR,
P.O. - SEELAMPUR, DIST:
NORTH EAST DELHI, DELHI -
110053, HEREBY DECLARE
THAT | HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO IFFAT FOR ALL
FUTURE PURPOSES.

NAME CHANGE

I, Ritika Raj Spouse of Army No.
13628227F, Rank - HAV Name -
Santosh Kumar Choudhary Posted
at 29, Bihar BN NCC, Rajendra
Nagar, Patna (Bihar) Pin - 800016
& Permanently Residing at Village
- Belaur, Post - Belaur, P.S. -
Udwant Nagar, Dist. - Bhojpur, Pin-
802206 have changed my name
from Ritika Devi to Ritika Raj &
Correct Date of Birth 06/01/1996
for all future purposes. Vide
Affidavit Dated 29 Oct. 2026 before
The Notary Public at Delhi (India)
in presence of Advocate Surender|
Kumar Sharma.

NAME CHANGE
|, PHURABU S/o Lal Singh R/o M-36,
Jagat Ram Park, Laxmi Nagar, Delhi-
110092, have changed my name to
PHURBU KHAMPA permanently.

NAME CHANGE

I, NANCY D/o Om Prakash R/o A-
131, Kali Pyau, Naveen Palace,
Jharoda Kalan, South Delhi-
110072, have changed my name to
NANCY FALASWAL permanently

Public Notice

published in this newspaper on
28/10/2026 was never submitted
nor required anymore, therefore, it
is hereby withdrawn.
The advertisement was as follows:
"l, Zafar Sultan Batla s/o Mohd.
Sultan Batla R/o 2061 Qasimjan
Street, Ballimaran, Chandni
Chowk, Delhi-110006 declare that
the name of my father is wrongly
written as Sultan Batla in my
Passport No. T5640632. The actu-
al name of my father is Mohd.
Sultan Batla which may be amend-
ed accordingly.

Brief Description, P.L. No. & Qty: Supply & Installation of Toilet window for 200 LHB (AC+NON-AC) Coaches Drawing No-LW54188, SK No-
66/2018 as per annexure attached. [ Warranty Period: 30 Months after the date of delivery] [Inspection Agency: TPI, Stage Insp: No., Stages:0]
[UVAM Linking:] Item Type: Goods (Supply), Qty - 400 Nos for SSE/C/IC/Guwahati, NFR (Assam). P. L. No.- 420273839097.

SN. 2; Tender No. 37/26/0563/0T/153/2026-27; Closing/ Opening Date: 13-11-2026

Brief Description, P.L. No. & Qty: Modified Elastomeric pad Design B Drg: WD-21109-S-02 alt.3 with latest alteration Spec: RDSO Spec. WD-
20-MISC-95 (Revision-5) with latest revision and amendments. [ Warranty Period: 30 Months after the date of delivery] [Inspection Agency: RDSO,
Stage Insp: NA, Stages:0] [UVAM Linking: Item: 3100309, Elastomeric Pads Sub ltem: Elastomeric Pads Design-B] ltem Type: Goods (Supply),
Safety Flag Change: Non-Safety to Safety. (i) Qty - 5000 Nos for Pandu GSD, NFR (Assam). (ii) Qty - 8060 Nos for New Jalpaiguri GSD, NFR (West
Bengal). (iii) Qty - 14000 Nos for New Bongaigaon Workshop Depot, NFR (Assam). P.L. No. - 38106322.

SN. 3; Tender No. 40/26/5169/0T/154/2026-27; Closing/ Opening Date: 06-11-2026

NORTHEAST FRONTIER RAILWAY
| “Serving Customers withasmile” |

"Serving Customers with a smile”

Brief Description, P.L. No. & Qty: Led Based Twin Beam Head Light 24V DC 4W conforming to RDSO specification No. RDSO/2017/EL/
SPEC./0134 Rev-4 for track machines.Part Make: ENSAVE /SIGNOTRON /MATSUSHI/PLASSER/ PHOOLTAS /KERSHAW or equivalent, NOTE:
Material supplied by firm should be fitted on machine without any modifications and all ports & mounting should match as per existing part on
machine and all function of item should work successfully. [ Warranty Period: 30 Months after the date of delivery] [Inspection Agency: CONSG,
Stage Insp: NA, Stages:0] [UVAM Linking Item: 3100109 LED based twin beam head light] Item Type: Goods (Supply), Qty - 136 Nos for SSE/TM/
Maligaon, NFR (Assam). P. L. No. - 00000000000.

SN. 4; Tender No. 61/26/5389/0T/155/2026-27; Closing/ Opening Date: 09-11-2026

Brief Description, P.L. No. & Qty: (1) Nylon Cord Reinforced GRSP FOR LEAD PORTION OF 1IN 8.5 0.R. TURNOUT FOR 52 KG & 60 E1
(DRAWINGS AND ITEMS DETAILS AS MENTIONED IN SET DOCUMENT ARE APPLICABLE) DRG: (RDSO) RDSO/T-8886 To RDSO/T-8889
ALT-1, (RDSO) RDSO_T_10159 To RDSO_T_10162_ALT_NIL SPEC: (RDSO) T- 55-2025 Revision-01 SET DOC: Set Document No. of NCR
GRSP, RT-4865. [ Warranty Period: 30 Months after the date of delivery] [Inspection Agency: RITES NON-TPI, Stage Insp: NA, Stages:0] [UVAM
Linking: Item: 3100584, RAIL PADS Sub ltem: NCR GRSP] Item Type: Goods (Supply), Qty - 250 Set for SSE/P.Way/TD/Bongaigaon, NFR
(Assam). P. L. No.- 60111290001. (2) Nylon Cord Reinforced GRSP FOR SWITCH PORTION OF 1 IN 8.5 OVER-RIDING TURNOUT FOR 60E1
(DRAWINGAND ITEM DETAILS AS MENTIONED IN SET DOCUMENTS ARE APPLICABLE) DRG: (RDSO) RDSO/T-8906 ALT-1, (RDSO) RDSO/
T-8911 ALT-1, (RDSO) RDSO/T-8912 and RDSO/T-8913 Alt 01, (RDSO) RDSO_T_10159 To RDSO_T_10162_ALT_NIL, (RDSO) RDSO_T_8954
RDSO_T_8955_ALT_2 SPEC: (RDSO) T- 55-2025 Revision-01 SET DOC: Set Documents for RT-4966. [ Warranty Period: 30 Months after the date
of delivery] [Inspection Agency: RITES NON-TPI, Stage Insp: NA, Stages:0] [UVAM Linking :ltem: 3100584, RAIL PADS Sub Item: NCR GRSP] Item
Type: Goods (Supply), Qty - 250 Set for SSE/P.Way/TD/Bongaigaon, NFR (Assam). P. L. No. - 60111290008. (3) Nylon Cord Reinforced GRSP
FOR CROSSING PORTION OF 1IN 8.5 Over Riding TURNOUT FOR 60E1 (DRAWING AND ITEM DETAILS AS MENTIONED IN SET DOCUMENTS
ARE APPLICABLE) DRG: (RDSO) RDSO-T-10169 To RDSO-T-10178, (RDSO) RDSO_T_10159 To RDSO_T_10162_ALT_NIL SPEC: (RDSO) T-
55-2025 Revision-01 SET DOC: Set Documents for RT-4967. [ Warranty Period: 30 Months after the date of delivery] [Inspection Agency: RITES
NON-TPI, Stage Insp: NA, Stages:0] [UVAM Linking: ltem: 3100584, RAIL PADS Sub Iltem: NCR GRSP] Item Type: Goods (Supply), Qty - 250 Set
for SSE/P.WAY/TD/Bongaigaon, NFR (Assam). P. L. No. - 60111290038.

SN. 5; Tender No. 60/26/5073/0T/156/2026-27; Closing/ Opening Date: 16-11-2026

Brief Description, P.L. No. & Qty: (1) Turnkey supply, foundation, installation and commissioning of CNC Portal Surface Wheel Lathe with 2
year of warranty along with concomitant accessories according to tender specifications, any other accessory essentially required for making the
machine fully functional and Preventive Maintenance during 1t & 2™ year of Warranty Period. [Inspection Agency: TPI, Stage Insp: No, Stages:0]
[UVAM Linking:] Item Type: Goods (Supply), Qty - 1 Nos for SSE/C&W/NGC, NFR (Assam). P.L. No.: 651000522137. (2) COMPREHENSIVE
ANNUAL MAINTENANCE CONTRACT FOR FIVE YEARS AFTER EXPIRY OF WARRANTY OF TWO YEARS [ [Warranty Period : Months after
the date of delivery, AMC Period: 5 years, Rate of Discounting: 10%, Start After year: 2] [Inspection Agency: CONSG, Stage Insp: NA, Stages:0]
Item Type: AMC. Qty - 1 Set for SSE/C&W/NGC, NFR (Assam). P.L. No. : 571500190098.

NOTE:- For full details of Tender notice and tender documents, tenderer may log on to the website (www.ireps.gov.in) prospective bidder who
intend to participate in above tenders are required to log in themselves with the above website and submit their offer electronically, if they are already
registered with IREPS. In case they are not registered with IREPS, they are advised to obtain class-lll Digital Signature Certificate from the certifying
agencies under Govt. of India IT Act 2000 and participate in the above tenders.

PCMM/ Maligaon

NAME CHANGE
I, MOHAMMAD SALMAN S/O
MOHAMMAD SHAFIQ R/O 4479-
80 GALI SHAHTARA AJMERI
GATE  DELHI-110006  have
changed my name to MOHD
SALMAN for all future purposes

NAME CHANGE

| KUMARI SHASHIKALA legally wife of
Army No - 15228669Y, Rank - NK
Name - RAKESH KUMAR PASWAN,
Presently  Residing At, Post
Maharajganj, Vill Mujahana khurd, Teh
- Maharajganj, Dist Maharajganj, State
UP, Pin 273303, have changed my
name from KUMARI SHASHIKALA to
SHASHIKALA DEVI for all future pur-
poses, Vide affidavit dated 29/10/2026
before Notary Delhi.

NAME CHANGE

It is for general information that |
HITESH SHARMA S/O HARI-
PARKASH SHARMA R/O 140
Jhatikra PO: Jhatikra DIST: South
West Delhi Delhi-110043 declare
that name of my Father and my
Mother has been wrongly written as
HARI PRAKASH SHARMA and
SAROJ in my 12th Class education-
al documents. The actual name of
my Father and my Mother are HARI-
PARKASH SHARMA and SAROJ
SHARMA respectively which may
be amended accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
I, ANITA/ANITA YADAV W/O VED
PRAKASH R/O HOUSE NO-
178 MOHANPUR BAWAL REWARI,H
ARYANA-123501, HAVE CHANGED
MY NAME TO ANITA DEVI FOR ALL
FUTURE PURPOSES

PUBLIC NOTICE
General Public is hereby informed
that my client Smt.Kavita D/o
Sh.Dharampal R/o House no.207
Jatav Mohalla, Bharthal Village,
South West Delhi, Delhi, 110077
have evicted her son namely
Sh.Sachin and her daughter name-
ly Ms.Simran both her children
from all their movable and immov-
able property and had disowned,
dis-herited, debarred and severed
all relations from her son and
daughter. Any one dealing with
Sh.Sachin and Ms.Simran will be
doing so at his/her own risk and
cost and Smt. Kavita will not be
liable for the same.

KULDEEP DAGAR ADVOCATE
D-1963/2019

CHAMBER NO. 810, DWARKA
COURT, NEW DELHI-110075.
MOB.+919953061452
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US and Japan, long
alarmed by China's
aggression, agree to
establish missile-
production facility
CEBU.(Agency)

The United States and Japan
have agreed to establish a
Japanese facility for the joint
production of advanced
medium-range air-to-air
missiles, the Japanese defense
chief said late Wednesday. It is
the latest move by the allies,
which have repeatedly
expressed alarm over China's
growing aggression in Asia.
Japanese Defense Minister
Shinjiro Koizumi made the
announcement in a news
conference Wednesday night in
the central province of Cebu,
where he met U.S. Defense
Secretary Pete Hegseth on the
sidelines of an annual meeting
of Southeast Asian defense
chiefs and their major Asian and
Western counterparts.

The annual meetings aim to
avert a major regional conflict
and strengthen defense
cooperation. On the sidelines of
the meetings, however, the U.S.
and China and their allies have
often traded criticisms.

The missiles that will be
produced as part of a joint effort
called "Operation Supercharge"
are "essential for the F-35,"
Koizumi said.

Iran sentences
acclaimed film
director Jafar Panahi
to new prison term
after his return home
CAIRO.(Agency)

Iran has sentenced acclaimed
director Jafar Panahi to five years
and one month in prison,
following his return to the
country earlier this year, after the
start of the U.S. and Israeli
attacks on the Islamic Republic.
The Tehran court also ordered
the confiscation of Panahi's
"movable and immovable
assets," his lawyer Mostafa Nili
told the reformist news site
Emtedad in an interview late
Tuesday.Nili did not say what
Panahi was convicted of. But the
director, who returned to Iran in
March, had been previously
convicted of "propaganda
activities against the system."
Panahi's sentence was handed
down on Monday, a friend and an
Iranian activist based in Europe
told The Associated Press over
the phone. Hossein Razzagh said
he spoke with Panahi on Monday
evening after the sentencing and
the filmmaker had not been
detained.The sentence can be
appealed but "now all of his bank
accounts have been blocked.

US judge rejects Trump
admin interference in
California midterm vote
LOSANGELES.(Agency)

A federal judge on Wednesday
rejected the US Department of
Justice's efforts to set aside the
ballots of more than 20,000
California voters it said might
not be citizens, slamming the
move as brazen pre-election
"interference."The case sparked
an uproar ahead of the
November 3 midterms, in which
President Donald Trump's
Republican Party is at risk of
losing its control of Congress,
and appears to represent another
attempt to cast doubt on
electoral results.Democratic
Party leaders have sued the
Trump administration over the
request, accusing Republicans
of aiming "threats and
intimidation" at state and local
officials before the vote.

US District Judge David O.
Carter agreed, refusing to order
the seizure of the ballots and
siding with the government of
Democratic-led California.
"Never before in American
history has the federal
government, on the eve of an
election, sought to coerce a state
and local government to
abandon their own onstitutional
elections procedures and bend
to the will of the Executive
Branch,"public interest favors
their protection," he added.
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A US cruise ship suspends a global voyage in Asia
due to fuel costs, stranding 200 passengers

The ship has been carrying
203 passengers, mostly
Americans, along with 156
crew members, according to

Cambodian officials.

around $230,000.For now, it is docked at the
Cambodian port of Sihanoukville on the Gulf
of Thailand, with no certain departure
date.The ship has been carrying 203
passengers, mostly Americans, along with
156 crew members, according to Cambodian

officials. It has a 650-passenger capacity.Its
Florida-based operator, Villa Vie
Residences, said monthly fuel expenses per
cabin that historically averaged $1,800 have

reached an estimated $6,000 to $8,000 in

SIHANOUKVILLE, Cambodia.(Agency)

A U.S. cruise ship on an around-the-world
voyage that touted its cabins as floating
homes suspended its three-year journey in
Cambodia due to fuel costs, forcing hundreds
of passengers to disembark.The MV Odyssey
set sail two years ago on a voyage to the seven
continents marketed as combining long-term
living at sea with global travel. Its operator
had offered to “make the Odyssey your
permanent home,” with the purchase price of
a suite for the lifetime of the vessel starting

parts of Asia due to the war in Iran. The
company said it sought to reduce fuel _
consumption by slowing the itinerary and |
spending more time in port, but was unable &
to offset the surging costs.Traffic has been
curtailed in the Strait of Hormuz since the
war in Iran began, squeezing supplies of all
kinds of petroleum-based fuels, especially
in Southeast Asia, and sharply increasing
prices.“We have been unable to continue
carrying the resulting operating losses,” Villa
Vie Residences said in a statement issued
Tuesday. “Passing the full increase on to
residents is not a realistic solution. Our focus

now is on supporting residents, crew, and sea can continue.Paul and Lynn Montoya, a
employees” while it tries to restructure.“The retired couple from Wyoming, said they
company is working with residents to bought a window cabin and had expected to
coordinate disembarkation and identify sail for years. They boarded the ship 17
temporary living arrangements,” it months ago in Panama.Paul praised the
said.Those on the ship had hoped to sail for concept of residential cruising but said the

shipowner lacked the expertise to make the
| business financially sustainable. While
rising fuel costs had been cited publicly as
the reason for the suspension, he said the
company had already been struggling.
Changes to itinerary, unreliable internet
access and declining food quality had pushed
many residents to leave the ship in recent
= months, he said.Lynn said residents were
% repeatedly asked to contribute additional
money for fuel and other expenses, including
a fresh call to raise funds for fuel to get out of
Cambodia. She said the crew members were

years to comePassengers, however, said they also not paid.

received no support and had to make their “We were tired of every two to four weeks
own arrangements after being given seven being asked for money for fuel, money for
hours notice on Tuesday to disembark. Some everything,” she said. “We had hopes but they
were devastated and expressed hope a new just kept sinking further and further into the
company could rescue the venture so life at hole through mismanagement.”

New York passes law restricting children's use of Al chatbots

NEWYORK.(Agency)

The governor of New York state signed a
new law Wednesday preventing minors
from using AI chatbots that act as
companions, in one of the broadest
moves yet for restricting consumer-
facing models.The law requires chatbot
operators, such as OpenAl's ChatGPT,
to verify the ages of users and restrict the
use of certain traits by the artificial
intelligence interface if the user is under
18.If used by a minor, chatbots would
not be able to produce any content that
could leave its user to believe it "is
human, alive, or experiences human
emotions," the law states.It also cannot
generate outputs that makes the user
think it "has a personal relationship,
professional relationship, or an
authority figure role," nor can it frame
the content it produces as being a

"personal opinion.""No longer will
minors have access to chatbots that
pretend to be their friends, boyfriends
and girlfriends," New York Governor

Kathy Hochul said at a signing
ceremony Wednesday."No longer will
chatbots be able to keep sensitive
information about a minor's emotional
and physical health," Hochul
added.Other US states including
California have also passed laws

restricting chatbots, but the law signed
by Hochul imposes some of the broadest
language in regulating the tech,
prompting backlash from Al companies.
Tech:NYC, a tech industry advocacy
group for the sector in New York,
criticized the "vague language" of the
law."Keeping kids safe online should
not mean cutting them off from tools that
help them learn and prepare for careers,"
the group said in a statement.

Al giants OpenAl and Anthropic did not
respond to an AFP request for comment
on the law.Common Sense Media, a
nonprofit advocacy group that provides
guidelines for parents about media
suitability for children, celebrated the
bill's passage, calling it "the strongest
kids' Al safety bill in the country.""Al
companies offer chatbots with features
that are dangerous, and even deadly, for
kids and teens.

Cornell faculty to move forward with no-confidence vote
over handling of sexual assault allegations

world.(Agency)

Cornell University faculty debated
Wednesday over whether they had
enough information to pass judgment on
the school’s leadership over its handling
of a woman’s report that she was gang
raped at a fraternity house in 2024, with
some professors urging patience and

others arguing that years of institutional

failures demanded action.The
discussion unfolded during a Faculty
Senate meeting closed to the media,
according to a recording obtained by
The Associated Press. Faculty will now
vote electronically on a proposed
noonfidence resolution in Cornell’s

administration through Nov. 6. The
largely symbolic vote could pressure

university trustees, who choose its
leadership.Some faculty struggled with
the decision to speak publicly, sharing
painful experiences of harassment and

fears of professional retaliation.Beth
Frances Milles, a performing arts
professor, Cornell graduate and parent,
pleaded for civility after describing
receiving messages from women who
experienced sexual assault, including
former classmates.“l understand we
have to take action,” she said. “There are
so many things to talk about. Please,
let’s talk about it together and not sneer
at each other when we disagree.” After at
least an hour of debate, members voted
down an attempt to delay voting on the
resolution until an independent
investigation into Cornell's handling of
the sexual assault allegations is
completed.

Thousands in Kosovo demand state
action after 8 women die this year
in domestic violence

PRISTINA, Kosovo.(Agency)

Angry protesters in Kosovo on Wednesday demanded
state action over widespread violence against women in
the staunchly patriarchal Balkan country, splashing red
paint on government buildings in a message to the
authorities that they have blood on their hands for
failing to prevent it.Thousands of people joined the
rally in the capital Pristina that was called after Arlinda
Zekaj, 49, was killed by her brother-in-law on Sunday
near the western town of Peja. Activists say that Zekaj
became the eighth victim killed as the result of domestic
violence in Kosovo this year.“Do we have to die to be
taken seriously?” read one of the banners that the
protesters carried during their march. Other messages
written in red paint said “Men kill women, the state
stays silent” or “Down with the patriarchal
system.”Protesters also held photos of the murdered
women.Kosovo has passed several laws and
regulations to combat violence against women —
including life sentences for murderers — but activists
say that their implementation remains inconsistent and
without coordination by relevant authorities, including
police, social services, prosecutors and courts.

The situation is similar throughout the Balkans, a
region where male dominance is part of tradition. The
problem surged following the wars in the 1990s and the
political, economic and social crises that have persisted
since the conflicts ended. The death of Zekaj, who held
dual U.S. and Kosovo citizenship, sparked additional
public outrage because she had written to the
authorities before her death, asking for help and
warning she could get killed.In her letter to the chief
prosecutor's office just three days before she was killed,
Zekaj said officials were “shifting responsibility from
one to another” thus allowing “the danger to my life to
continue.”Zekaj had repeatedly complained of violence
from her husband and had moved away to live with her
parents while asking for protection.She returned to her
home after her husband was detained last weekend for
family violence. Police offered no escort, and her
brother-in-law killed her with an ax when she got back,
accordingto arelative.

Man whose ‘hijack’ text caused plane to turn back
said it was banter with co-worker, police say

LAS VEGAS.(Agency)

A passenger arrested for texting that he was
going to "hijack" the plane he was on told
officers the message was banter with a co-
worker and denied intending to harm anyone,
according to a police report.The United plane
headed to Newark, New Jersey, was diverted
back to Las Vegas shortly after takeoff

Saturday night after a flight attendant spotted
the text, and Dante Milne, 25, was taken into
custody.Milne was charged with making a
threat or offering false information in reference
to an act of terrorism.His attorney, James Gallo,
told The Associated Press that he was still
evaluating his client's case, but Milne plans to
plead not guilty.The flight attendant told Las
Vegas police she had first noticed two
passengers exchanging text messages during
boarding that included derogatory remarks
about other passengers and attendants.She later
saw an incoming message that began with "I'm
gonna hijack," and she notified the lead flight
attendant, according to the police report.

The sender was later identified as Milne, the
report said.Police said the full message read:
“I'm gonna hijack this" plane - although he used
an expletive instead of plane - "and crash ur
row only."Once the aircraft passed 10,000 feet
(3,050 meters), the captain was notified, the
report said, noting that was "consistent with
sterile flight deck procedures."The pilot can be
heard telling an air traffic controller that a flight
_ attendant reported the text
message, so they proceeded to
return to Las Vegas, according to a
recording posted on the ATC
app.Milne, a rsident of Woodridge,
New Jersey, told officers he was in
@l Las Vegas for a three-day
i apprenticeship training program
associated with his work as an
& underwater welder, according to
the arrest report.He said e
i consumed beer and shots at an

airport bar and intended to sleep
during the flight, the report said.Milne, a
resident of Woodridge, New Jersey, told
officers he was in Las Vegas for a three-day
apprenticeship training program associated
with his work as an underwater welder,
according to the arrest report.He said he
consumed beer and shots at an airport bar and
intended to sleep during the flight, the report
said.He said he was asleep on the flight when he
woke up and learned the flight was returning
back to Las Vegas, the report said.Milne
acknowledged exchanging texts with the other
passenger, who he'd met at the training
program, but initially said he couldn't recall the
content, the police report said.

Bolsonaro claims he is Brazil's true
leader after fleeing to US

MIAMLI, United States.(Agency)

United States: Brazil's defeated right-
wing presidential candidate Flavio
Bolsonaro insisted Wednesday he is his
country's rightful leader, after fleeing to
the United States to start a self-imposed
exile.Bolsonaro's defiance on arrival in
Florida signaled continued upheaval for
Brazil, where leftist President Luiz Inacio
Lula da Silva won a dramatic runoff
election Sunday."l am the elected
president, and the criminals who stole
Brazil's election are part of a criminal
organization that has established a
tyranny," Bolsonaro said in the statement
published on his X account, slamming
"electoral fraud.""I will lead the
opposition from here," he said. In a
subsequent statement, he revised his
claim, saying he is the "leader," rather
than "president."Bolsonaro, 45, touched
down earlier Wednesday in a private jet at
Opa-Locka Executive Airport near
Miami.Rogerio Marinho, the leader of
Bolsonaro's Liberal Party in the Senate,
told reporters in Brasilia that he was in
"solidarity" with the former candidate,
describing him as a "political exile."

However, he distanced himself from
Bolsonaro's statement, and refused to
back up Bolsonaro's claims of electoral
fraud."The LiberalParty cannot make that
claim," he said. "There is no evidence of
that."Flavio Bolsonaro "is an expression
of the right in Brazil today...he calls

himself a leader and it's true: he's a
leader," Marinho told reporters.

US President Donald Trump's hard-right
administration has strong links to
Bolsonaro and his father Jair Bolsonaro,
who is under house arrest in Brazil after
attempting to overturn his own electoral
loss to Lula in 2022.Trump reiterated his
stand that Brazil's election was "very
strange" but told reporters he "won't get
involved" in Flavio Bolsonaro's claim to
the presidency.Details of how Bolsonaro,
accompanied by his wife and daughters,
made it to US soil are still emerging.He is
under investigation in his home country
over alleged corruption and money
laundering. With his current
parliamentary immunity about to expire,
he was ordered to surrender his passports
but left anyway, reaching the United
States via Argentina and Ecuador.A
police source told AFP that Bolsonaro's
Brazilian and diplomatic passports had
been canceled, but the senator has also
held Italian nationality since 2023,
according to Italian documents seen by
AFP.The US Department of Homeland
Security said in a statement that the
Bolsonaro family members were
inspected and cleared "with applicable
immigration laws and procedures."

The travel ban was issued by powerful
Supreme Court Justice Alexandre de
Moraes, who led the case against
Bolsonaro's father and is a controversial
figure hated by the Brazilian right.
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Cyclone leaves disruption
trail in Gajapati, Ganjam
and Rayagada
BERHAMPUR.(Agency)

Cyclone Arnab wreaked havoc
across Gajapati, Ganjam and
Rayagada on Wednesday,
inundating villages, damaging
houses and washing away roads at
several places in the three south
Odisha districts.In Gajapati
district, the cyclone-induced
heavy rains led to collapse of the
Gundriguda bridge in Mohana
block while torrential runoff from
Mabhendragiri hills washed away
portions of the Kaipur-Burukhata
road at two to three locations.

A stretch of National Highway-
326 near Palukhola at Taptapani
Ghat along the Ganjam-Gajapati
border was inundated by muddy
water cascading down the hills.
Vehicles were stranded on both
sides, disrupting traffic along the
crucial ghat road.Nearly three feet
water was also flowing over roads
connecting Kaipur, Burukhata and
Mahendragiri. Rising water level
in Kaithadhepa canal in R
Udayagiri block severed
connectivity between Kanakata
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Asked to vacate property, woman fries to hurl
purse at Bombay HC judge: ‘That’s contempt’

After an adverse order, the woman attempted to throw her purse at the judge, which Justice Jamdar noticed and expressed his displeasure towards her conduct.

Mumbai.(Agency)

Coming down heavily on a litigant for
attempting to throw her purse towards the
judge after an order was passed against her
family to vacate a property, the Bombay
High Court on Tuesday (October 27) said
her conduct amounted to contempt of
court.The incident took place while Justice
Madhav J Jamdar was hearing a contempt
petition in a dispute over property
possession.

“It is required to be noted that Minder
Gurmit Singh Thukral in the court has
behaved in a wholly inappropriate manner,
which also amounts to contempt of court,”
the HC noted. The judge orally said he will
initiate contempt proceedings against her

owner Onkar Singh Kalra, filed an eviction
suit in the Small Causes Court against
“gratuitous licensee” Tarlok Singh Thukral,
a tenant. The court ruled in favour of Kalra
on July 6, 2018.Subsequent
challenges by the licensee Thukral
failed at every stage. A civil court
dismissed the appeal by the
Thukrals on October 4, 2021, and
the High Court rejected their Civil
Revision Application on July 23,
2024.

While the High Court granted eight
weeks to vacate the premises, the
tenants filed a review petition,
which was dismissed.During the
prolonged litigation, Tarlok passed
away, and his sons, Jaspal and

2025.However, the High Court noted that
Tarlok’s legal heirs and their family,
including Gurmit, his wife Minder, and
their children, illegally re-entered the

interference in the administration of
justice,” the judge noted. Thereafter, the
respondents (Thukrals) stated that they will
hand over possession on October 29. The

HC appointed a Court Receiver to
oversee the handover and directed
that if physical possession is not

P handed over by 7 pm on Thursday,
the Court Receiver shall take
physical possession with police
assistance.After an adverse order,
Minder attempted to throw her purse
at the judge, which Justice Jamdar

( noticed and expressed his displeasure
towards her conduct.While she
tendered an apology, the judge
stressed maintaining “decorum” in
the court and noted her conduct

and would impose costs.
The dispute involving Minder and her

Gurmit Singh, were brought on record as

property, prompting the property owners’
legal heirs to file a contempt

“amounts to contempt.” The HC directed

legal heirs. The eviction decree against the

all respondents to remain present in court

petition.“Prima facie I am satisfied that the

family dates back to 2009, when property ~ Thukrals was finally executed in April on October 30.

and Puranapani. In Rayagada
block, three houses were
completely destroyed after a
massive tree fell on them.In
Ganjam, the rising Ghodahada
river triggered a major disruption
after floodwater cut off a key
stretch of NH-326 connecting
Aska, Patapur and Digapahandi.
At around 5 pm on Wednesday,
floodwater flowed nearly four feet
above the Patapur-Palaspur bridge,
forcing suspension of traffic.

Kerala HC revokes ban
on hiring women in
toddy shops

KOCHI.(Agency)

The Kerala High Court has struck
down Rule 7(37) of the Kerala
Abkari Shops Disposal Rules,
which prohibits the employment
of women in any capacity in toddy
shops, declaring it
unconstitutional.The court
observed that the state’s
obligation to ensure that women
are free from harassment and have
a safe working environment
cannot be fulfilled by prohibiting
them from working in an industry
of their choice. The order was
passed while allowing a petition
filed by Sophy, 47, of Thrissur,
who sought appointment at a
toddy shop on compassionate
grounds following the death of her
husband, an employee of the shop,
in 2024. The government pleader
submitted that the rule was
intended to protect women from
exploitation and all forms of
workplace harassment.Citing a
Supreme Court ruling, the HC said
instead of imposing a blanket ban
on the employment of women in
toddy shops, the state should focus
on eliminating the unequal
consequences arising from sex
differences and ensuring safe
working conditions that inspire
confidence among women to
pursue their.

New status, historic
milestone: Parel
church elevated to
basilica in Keralam
KOTTAYAM.(Agency)

With the consecration of the new
church just weeks away, the
historic St Mary’s Church in Parel,
Changanassery, has received a
significant ecclesiastical
distinction, with the Vatican
elevating it to the status of a
basilica. The recognition marks a
milestone for the Changanassery
archdiocese and the Catholic
faithful of the region.Elevating a
church to the status of a basilica
grants the building special
ecclesiastical recognition title, and
spiritual privileges. The Parel
Marian Pilgrimage Centre will
now be known as the Marth
Mariam Immaculate Conception
Shrine Basilica.The elevation was
granted by the Vatican’s dicastery
for divine worship and the
discipline of the sacraments on
behalf of Pope Leo XIV. The
official announcement will be
made on November 21, coinciding
with the consecration of the new
Parel Marth Mariam Valiyapally.
Changanassery Archbishop
Thomas Tharayil described the
elevation as a divine blessing. He
said the shrine’s new status and
name would be formally
announced on the day of
consecration of the new church.

conduct of these respondents amounts to

Adani’s Mumbai airport shift hits turbulence
— Air France, Emirates refuse to give in

Indian carriers account for 3 million of the 5 million passengers MIAL wants out of Mumbai airport by March 2027. After their pushback,

now Emirates and Air France are resisting the move. Here’s why

Mumbai.(Agency)

After facing pushback from Indian
airlines, it is now foreign airlines that
are yet to agree to move their
international operations from Mumbai
airport’s Terminal 2 (T2) to Navi
Mumbai International Airport
(NMIA), leaving the Adani Group-
owned Mumbai International Airport
Limited (MIAL) short of its target with

its November 3 deadline for transition |

plans days away.MIAL wants to move

five million annual passengers out of |

the existing airport by the end of March
2027 to make way for the
redevelopment of Terminal 1B. Indian
carriers Akasa Air, IndiGo and the Air
India Group have already finalised
plans to shift their international
operations to NMIA, with the earliest
moves scheduled from December
2026. Those shifts account for three
million annual passengers, leaving
MIAL two million short.A 90-minute
meeting between the Mumbai Airline
Operators Committee (AOC) and
MIAL on Wednesday was largely
inconclusive, with foreign airlines
seeking more details on the transition.
MIAL remained firm on its
target. Emirates has argued that NMIA
lacks the operational capacity to handle
large-scale operations of global
airlines. Air France-KLM has rejected
the idea, deeming the splitting of

operations between the two airports
“operationally inefficient”.

The dispute began with MIAL’s
proposal to cut international departures
from T2 by 33 per cent, or 265 of the
770 weekly departures, to
accommodate traffic displaced by the
redevelopment of the northern section

of Terminal 1B. The work was earlier

scheduled to begin in January 2027.
After the AOC opposed the proposal,
the Ministry of Civil Aviation (MoCA)
asked both sides to work towards a
mutually agreed transition
plan.According to sources, MIAL told
airlines on Wednesday that its plan to
add five million passengers in annual
capacity at T2 had been delayed by two

years from its scheduled 2027 timeline.
It also assured them that traffic
temporarily shifted to NMIA would be
restored to Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj International Airport
(CSMIA) once the redevelopment of
Terminal 1 is completed.The AOC
reiterated that the 2013 slot guidelines

must be followed in any decision to
reduce capacity at T2, and that such
decisions should be taken
collaboratively. It proposed a joint
committee of airport authorities and
airline representatives to draw up a
transition plan for the winter 2027
schedule, which begins in late October,
rather than shifting operations during
the summer 2027 schedule.

Post SIR, special drive to
check data of deleted voters
in Karnataka

BENGALURU.(Agency)

Election officials have decided to take a relook at
electoral data where deletions have been high, and a
drastic change in the number of electors has been
recorded. Special drives will also be held and camps set
up in the coming days to include any eligible electors
who were left out.This has come a day after the Office
of the Chief Electoral Officer (CEO), Karnataka,
released the final electoral roll after completion of the
Special Intensive Revision (SIR), in which 99,32,303
electors were deleted. Karnataka now has 4,55,00,011
electors, compared to 5,54,32,314 previously.A senior
Election Commission official said constituencies,
wards and booths where large differences have been
recorded will be picked for verification. Data at the
head office will be compared with ground reports.
Apart from conducting independent inquiries,
information will be sought from Electoral Registration
Officers (EROs) and District Election Officers (DEOs).
The Election Commission has also directed all officials
to conduct special drives to enrol electors.

Data from the CEO office showed the maximum
deletion of electors was recorded in Bangalore Urban
district. The district had 40,21,039 electors before the
SIR exercise began, it now has 24,01,939. In BBMP
South district, 21,44,784 electors dropped to 11,13,554
electors at the end of the SIR exercise. Large number of
deletions were recorded in BBMP North and BBMP
Central districts too.Around 5 lakh electors were
removed from the rolls in Belagavi, Mysuru and
Kalaburagi, with 1-2 lakh electors being deleted from
each of the districts. The least number of deletions were
recorded in Udupi, Chamarajanagar and Kodagu
districts. Officials said most of those deleted in these
districts were migrant labourers.In Bengaluru, the
maximum deletion of names was recorded in
Bengaluru South assembly constituency -- it has
4,41,232 electors from the earlier 7,85,800.
Rajarajeshwarinagar, which had 5,17,859 electors, now
has 2,81,687 voters. In Mahadevapura, the number of

electors dropped from 6,87,471t04,10,671.

Punjab drug crisis: Father died 14 months
ago; now teenage son found dead

Gandhinagar.(Agency)

A 17-year-old in Punjab’s Fazilka district
became the latest victim of the state’s drug
crisis after he was found dead on Wednesday
night in a suspected drug overdose case, 14
months after his father allegedly died under
similar circumstances.Abhijot Singh was
found dead on a bed in an abandoned house in
Ghattianwali Jattan village, where drug users
allegedly gathered to procure and consume
drugs. His father, Harjinder Singh, had been
found dead near a canal in June 2025 and,
according to villagers, had also been injecting
synthetic drugs.Abhijot, who is survived by his
mother and grandmother, discontinued his
studies after Class 10. He had returned from a
de-addiction centre just two days before he was
found dead, police sources said.The teenager’s
death comes at a time when the Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) government is under pressure
after the police ‘seized’ the body of a man who
had died of a suspected overdose, and amid an
agitation over the killing of anti-drug activist
Parvinder Singh Jhota.

Lighter, syringe found near body: Villagers
According to villagers, after Abhijot failed to
return home on Wednesday night, his family
members and other villagers began searching
for him. They eventually found his body. A
lighter, silver foil and a used syringe without a
needle were also found alongside the bed,
villagers alleged.The police have registered an
FIR on murder charges against five people
based on the statement of Abhijot’s mother,
Harpreet Kaur. “Two people who allegedly
supplied drugs to him have been arrested. A

post-mortem examination will be conducted to
ascertain the cause of death,” Gaganjit Singh,
Senior Superintendent of Police (SSP),
Fazilka, said.Police officials confirmed that

Harpreet Kaur has shared information
regarding Harjinder Singh’s death in her
statement. The family used to own 40 acres of
ancestral land, but the holding has now reduced
to around seven acres, villagers said.

Three Kumta fishermen asphyxiate to
death due to toxic fumes from spoilt fish

TADADI (UTTARA KANNADA).
(Agency)

Three fishermen, who were cleaning a
fishing boat, asphyxiated to death after
inhaling poisonous fumes emanating
from rotten fish inside the boat.The three
fishermen, all from Kumta taluk --
Naushad Ali Raja (35) from Kagal
village, Aman Ayub Langadu from
Onbhalli and Amir Abdul from Unchalli --
died on Tuesday evening
after getting into a purse
seine boat ‘Khuzaina’,
owned by Khasim from
Vanhalli, also in Kumta _ s
taluk.“They had gone k&
towards Goa where they &%
caught a fish variety called ,ﬁ’ ‘
chaman, which gets spoilt -
within 24 hours. The catch
was big, but their arrival at -
the Tadadi port was
delayed by a day. By then,
the entire lot was spoilt,”
said Gokarna Inspector
Sridhar SR.After
anchoring the boat, one of
the fishermen went to clean
the fish hold, but collapsed. Seeing him
faint, four others got in. They too fell into
the cold storage tank, unable to bear the
pungent odour.

Plenty of fish were rotting at the
bottom, says prof

The fishermen managed to get the one
who collapsed first out of the cold storage
unit, but could not get out on their own.
Acting swiftly, the Gokarna police
arrived at the spot and rushed them to a

local hospital. Three were declared dead,
while Abdul (55) from Bhatkuli is
battling for life.Local fishermen said
Chaman, also known as Indian scad or
Tonka, is not edible, and is sent to the
factory to make powder. “When we catch
this fish, we are careful in how we dispose
of it. These people had got a big catch.
This is the first such incident where
fishers have suffocated to death,” they
added.“Normally when fishermen catch

scads, they do not add much ice as it is not
edible fish. As fish are rich in vitamins,
they release a lot of ammonia while
rotting.

As per my information, these people had
cleared the boat of scads, but still there
were plenty rotting at the bottom.
Ammonia is highly toxic gas and this is
the gas they have inhaled,” said
Shivakumar Haragi, professor and
chairman, Department of Marine
Biology, Karnataka University, Dharwad.
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Gold glittering because
other options aren't

Recent fluctuations in gold prices resemble a
carnival thrill ride. From 2018, particularly
after 2022, it increased to reach a peak of
around $5,300 in early 2026. It then fell and is
currently trading around $4,000. Over the last
decade, even after recent falls, gold has risen
around 300 percent. The initial momentum
came from the debasement trade. Rising price
pressures in the aftermath of the Covid-19
pandemic and Ukraine war created concern
about the purchasing power of paper money.
This was exacerbated by the decision of the US
and its allies to weaponise finance through
sanctions, trade restrictions, seizure of Russian
foreign exchange reserves and overseas assets,
and denying access to payment systems. In
combination with erratic American policies
around the devaluation of the dollar, US capital
controls, and restructuring of Treasury bonds,
this encouraged a switch to hard assets, such as
gold. Investors and especially central banks
increased their holdings of the precious metal.
Central banks purchased an average of 1,000
tonnes a year over the past four years, double
the average of the previous decade, taking their
total holding to more than 36,000 tonnes. Fear
of confiscation has meant that gold at 27
percent is now larger than central bank holdings
of US government bonds (22 percent). Only
around 222,600 tonnes of gold have been
mined through history, equivalent to a single
solid cube measuring 22.6 metre on each side.
The stock grows by annually 1.5-2 percent.
There have been few major discoveries in
recent years because of lower exploration
spending, in part due to unattractive prices and
most miners favouring more economic copper-
gold ore bodies. This meant that the sudden
demand shock drove prices sharply higher.

The retracement was surprising given that the
pressures identified remain intact. It may have
been driven by fear of rising interest rates, and a
recovery in the dollar after the launch of US-
Israeli attacks on Iran. Uncertainty about the
Federal Reserve policies under new Chair
Kevin Warsh, which may raise interest rates
again, was another factor. As gold pays no
income, higher interest rates increase the
opportunity or holding cost. As it is quoted in
dollars, currency movements inversely affect
the metal’s price.The fall may have also
resulted from liquidation of gold holdings, in
the wake of Operation Epic Fury, to meet cash
needs or cover margins calls amidst volatile
markets. Central banks in India, Indonesia and
Tiirkiye sold gold reserves to support their
embattled currencies as capital fled emerging
markets. It may also have been profit taking
after the sharp price increase or rebalancing of
portfolios with fast money switching to bets on
Al, memory chips, semi-conductors, and other
technology investments. Gold defies logical
explanation. Warren Buffett is a sceptic: “Gold
gets dug out of the ground ... we melt it down,
dig another hole, bury it again, and pay people
to stand around guarding it.” Industrial use (45
percent culturally based jewellery demand,
mainly from India and China, and 15 percent
industrial applications primarily in electronics)
follows some economic logic. The remaining
40 percent, primarily to meet investment
demand, is mired in tenuous theories.

The investment case is mixed. Its tactical value
over specific periods is significant. But gold is
notitselfa great store of value, at least over long
periods. While it reached its highest real
(inflation-adjusted) price in early 2026, at
around $4,000 it is barely above the 1980 price,
meaning that investors have earned nothing or
very little over nearly halfa century.

RECALLING the disturbance that Lutyens’ Delhi recently

went through draws attention to the ancient classic of
pedagogy, the Panchatantra. It gives us rare solace and
understanding. The Panchatantra has five cycles,
interwoven into a mystifying whole. Its popularity makes
many readers think of it as a collection of imaginary

animal tales, with didactic value. That may be true of 7

some of the stories but certainly not all. That is why only a
selected few are considered suitable for children.

Most of the Panchatantra stories carry a deep political and

administrative message that is challenging to interpret. Its
structure is no less significant. It has many layers of
symbolic meaning, and this is true of the stories also.They
enable us to explore the different angles from which
ordinary people might relate to the State. Composed long
before the idea of civic or human rights was born, the
Panchatantra’s structure, stories and characters offer
remarkable resonance with our current predicaments.
Rights are an essential part of citizenship in the modern
world, but they are hardly the lone axis along which
citizens relate to the State. In fact, the people comprise the
State in a philosophical sense, and it is on their behalf that
the more visible functionaries of the State serve the
nation.However, the once-in-a-while vote we are
required to cast often makes us forget our everyday
relationship with the State and its apparatus. The
Panchatantra reminds us of the numerous ways in which
common members of society practise the niti on which
the State is supposed to be based. As a book of nitishastra,
the Panchatantra has far more to offer us today than we
may be aware of.Although each of its stories ends by
resolving the problem it starts out with, the end always
leads to contestation, followed by another story. The
debate that breaks out at the conclusion of a story
highlights the possibility of rival interpretations, and
hence the need for another story.Discussing the affairs of
the world brings endless pleasure to the key characters of
a story in Part II, which is concerned with friendship
among four creatures of radically different backgrounds:
acrow, a deer, a mouse and a turtle. Every afternoon, they
gather under a big old tree and take stock of their world:
the jungle.What better ideal could you have for a
university or college? Alas, our universities of today have
lost that ideal. They have adopted a different ideal — that
of competition for individual success and submission to
whatever order prevails. Thousands of students fail to
attain their individual goal. Their prolonged, isolated
struggle drains their youthful energy or enthusiasm to
take stock of the world as the four friends in the
Panchatantra did.Part III or the third cycle of the
Panchatantra deals with the problem of permanent
rivalry. This cycle looks at divergent advice and a terrible

EDITORIAL

Learning from the Panchatantra

Ancient classic of pedagogy shows us the path to survival with the possibility of constant self-correction

outcome achieved through conspiracy. The rivalry ends
in an episode of awful violence, leaving the reader with a
difficult dilemma and an uneasy feeling. This feeling
originates in the lurking suspicion that the rival sides did
not observe the core ethic of the Panchatantra — to settle
every problem, even chronic ones, with the help of
arguments. No wonder the third cycle is followed by the
sobering last two cycles, “The Loss of Gains” and
“Unexamined Action”, respectively. Both these cycles
have a tragic tone, suggestive of a warning against
transgression of niti.In the fourth cycle, the framing story
is about the consequences of betrayal. It is a popular story,
structured around the happy friendship between a
monkey and a crocodile. Their relationship has been
nourished by the sweet fruit of the tree where the monkey
lives and under which the crocodile comes every day to
meet his friend. The big tree at Sukhna Lake never fails to
remind me of the Panchatantra story. A crisis develops
when the crocodile tricks the monkey. He nearly loses his
life: he survives but resolutely refuses to be wooed back
into his earlier friendship.Story after story is presented to
demonstrate that broken trust is hard to repair. No matter
how contrite the crocodile feels, his erstwhile friend
rejects any possibility of resuming his old, broken bond.

As we read these stories in the present-day atmosphere, we

can hardly avoid thinking of the tree of democracy that
nourished rival parties and their ideologies for a long

Lessons for all in voters' pushback in Brazil, Serbia

The Sikh Times 6

time, permitting each to dominate for a while, then
handing over to the other. But if this arrangement of
transitory dominance breaks down, repairing it may prove
to be very hard. Are we heading towards such a situation?
There is no way to predict this, but threats of making India
mukt of the adversary have set the tone of intolerance and
craving for permanent dominance.The Panhatantra offers
no permanent solutions.

Instead, it conveys a vision of life and governance that

responds to situations. Unlike so many other ancient
advisories that communicate hard, principled conduct, the
Panchatantra asks us to be responsive to each emerging
situation. It is not as if we can live without handrails.
Rather, the view embedded in this classic of pedagogy is
that niti or the right way shows us the path to survival with
the possibility of constant self-correction. The emphasis is
on learning from past actions and others’ experience,
rather than waiting for every experience oneself. As a
vicarious activity, learning is nourished by the autonomy
to think and deliberate. That is where we have walked into
a predicament. It consists of a breakdown (not just
“deficit”) of trust and alienation of the young. The more
sensitive among them are either depressed or
resentful.Both responses need to be analysed. The
generation gap is not all that unusual a phenomenon, but it
seems to have become a lot wider and jagged than

anticipated.

If a late social media outrage contributed to a last-minute swing in Brazil, online

The outcomes of Sunday’s elections in Brazil and Serbia

created splashes whose ripples spread far. At first glance,
they seem contextually poles apart—with Brazil
returning an 80-year-old incumbent to a historic fourth
term, and a students’ movement in Serbia deposing a 56-
year-old strongman who had led the country for 14 years.
The common factor was the two electorates’ fightback
against attempts to unfairly influence the popular
mandate. At a time when people’s faith in democracy
around the world is in tatters, the elections show ways to
mend the fabric.In Brazil, Luiz Inacio ‘Lula’ da Silva
staged an unprecedented comeback after narrowly losing
the first round of elections on October 4 to Flavio
Bolsonaro, whose father is serving a 27-year jail sentence
for trying to stage a coup against Lula 3.0. Throughout the
campaign, the country’s courts and rights bodies noted a
tilt in favour of the Trump-friendly challenger on the part
of US-based platforms such as Meta. On Sunday,
Bolsonarist local leaders’ attempts to suppress turnout by
throttling bus services were met with people arranging

alternative transport and a Supreme Court justice
extending voting by two hours. The Bolsonaro camp is
refusing to accept defeat, alleging illegality in allowing
more people to vote. But even before Sunday, Eduardo
Bolsonaro had taken a leaf out of the Trump playbook and
advised his elder brother Flavio against conceding if he

Reading Jane Eyre with fresh eyes

A classic remains the same, but our reading of it need not. Charlotte Bronté’s Jane Eyre, which China recently included in school syllabus, offers a
useful distinction between love and possession. But fresh questions can be asked of the novel on feminism and patriarchy

When I read that China had made Jane Eyre
compulsory reading for ninth-graders, my
first reaction was probably the same as that of
many Indian teachers: so what? Charlotte
Bronté’s novel has been in our classrooms for
generations. | have taught it, discussed it and
argued over it with students year after year.
Why should another country’s syllabus matter
to us?But the news stayed with me. I am not
interested in the political reasons behind
China’s decision here. The question that
interests me 1s educational. What happens
when a classic travels across cultures and
generations, and what should young readers
take from it? The discussion around the
Chinese curriculum has presented the novel as
a lesson in love, independence and self-
respect. It is also seen as an answer to the
shallow ideas of romance that young people
pick up from popular culture. That is a fair
description, but it is incomplete. And the gap
1s where the question becomes relevant to us.
Have we been asking enough about what we
want students to learn from the classics we
teach? Or have we become too comfortable
with the interpretations we have inherited?

Let me begin with why Jane appeals to young

readers. She starts as an orphan with no
money, no family influence and no social
standing. Through education and work, she
builds a life of her own. She insists on being
treated as an equal. When she learns that
Rochester has hidden his existing marriage,
she leaves him, even though she loves him.

Students admire this, and they should. But is
the novel simply a story about women’s
empowerment? Jane’s independence is real,
yet it sits within the conventions of a 19th-
century novel. She does end up married to
Rochester, with a home and family. Her
independence does not require her to give up
love.So, the novel asks a more interesting
question. Can a person love deeply without
losing herself? Jane’s answer is yes, but only
on certain terms. She leaves when staying
would cost her moral independence. She
returns only when things have changed. Here
her inheritance matters. Independence is not
just a matter of courage. Money changes her
position. Once she is financially secure, going
back to Rochester is a choice and not a
necessity. Rochester, for his part, has lost
much of his earlier power. Jane’s financial
independence and Rochester’s changed

circumstances alter the balance of their
relationship, bringing them closer to equality.

This is also why the novel can be read beyond
the question of female independence. Love, in
Bronté’s telling, is something Jane chooses
and not something she surrenders to. A young

woman can ask what independence means in a
relationship. A young man can ask what
equality demands of him. Rochester is
charming and emotionally gripping, but he is
also used to having his way. He withholds the
truth from Jane and tries to set the terms of
their life together. The novel does make him
face those limits, and it offers a useful
distinction between love and possession.

lost.If a late social media outrage contributed to a last-
minute swing in Brazil, online platforms were the main
tools of organisation for Serbia’s Student List platform,
which channelled the anger from earlier street protests
against corruption into selecting fresh candidates who
swept aside the country’s traditional opposition, too. One
slogan that reverberated online was “It’s either Serbia or
mafia”, referring obliquely to Putin-backed President
Aleksandar Vuci¢’s control over the country’s media.
Unlike in Brazil, the leader conceded when it became
clear that the students’ picks would win a majority.But the
business of democracy does not end with counting the
votes. Serbia, where the students deliberately refrained
from electing leaders to avoid targeted clampdowns, will
now have to select a few to govern. On the other hand,
Brazil’s future hangs in the balance amid the legal
wrangle between now and January. For now, both
countries have shown that voters today may have to try a
bit harder to be heard above the noise seeking to drown
out their voices.

Still, there is a reason not to treat this as a
simple feminist text. What happens to Bertha
Mason? We hear Jane’s voice throughout the
book. Bertha hardly has one. Rochester’s first
wife is locked in the attic and described
mostly through the language of madness and
monstrosity. Later writers have asked what
the story looks like from her side. Jean
Rhys’s Wide Sargasso Sea is the best-known
example. It brings race, colonialism, and
gender into questions that Jane Eyre does not
fully examine.

Shaken by his own words, Valmiki hurried
home. Who did he find waiting at his ashram
but Lord Brahma himself, in his swan
chariot? Brahma had gone looking for
Goddess Sarasvati. Discovering that she had
flown by Valmiki’s ashram to bless him with
eloquence, he stayed to bless Valmiki in his
new role as a poet. This marked the birth of
Indian poetry, and compassion was its trigger.
Especially dear, how can we ever thank
Valmiki enough for giving us the sublime
personas of Rama, Sita and Hanuman to love
and live by in our inner and outer lives?I will
admit that for years, I did not push this
question hard enough in my own classes.
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Delhi's Rohini court
lawyers to strike on Oct
5, bar police entry

Two killed in separate
wild elephant attacks in
Kovai, Nilgiris in two
days

COIMBATORE/NILGIRIS.
(Agency)

Two persons, including an
unidentified woman aged between
55 and 60, were killed in separate
wild elephant attacks in Coimbatore
and the Nilgiris districts over the
weekend.According to forest
sources, in the first incident,
Pollachi Forest Range staff found
the body of an unidentified woman
in Kovilkadu area near Sarkarpathi
on Sunday. Based on the condition,
she is suspected to have been
trampled to death by a wild
elephant.

“We suspect that the incident could
have occurred in the early hours of
Sunday, as locals heard the woman
screaming. We received
information from fire and rescue
services personnel and
subsequently alerted the police,
who shifted her body to the
Vettaikaranpudur Government
Hospital. As the woman was
reportedly roaming alone and was
suspected to have been mentally ill,
we are investigating to establish her
identity,” said a forest official from
Pollachi Forest Range.In the second
incident, a 59-year-old tea estate
worker died after being attacked by
a wild elephant at Kotagiri in the
Nilgiris district.

The deceased was identified as M
Duraisamy (59), a resident of
Pathimattam in Konavakorai
village, who worked at a private tea
estate.A wild elephant grazing in a
thicket attacked Duraisamy when he
was heading to the tea factory for
night duty around 8.15 pm.

Telangana: Plans afoot to
divert Godavari water to
Singur

HYDERABAD.(Agency)

With storage levels in the Singur
and Manjeera reservoirs declining,
the Hyderabad Metropolitan Water
Supply and Sewerage Board
(HMWSSB) has taken up pipeline
interconnection works at Velimela
to divert Godavari water to areas
dependent on the two sources and
prevent possible drinking water
shortages.The precautionary
measures are being taken on the
instructions of Chief Minister A
Revanth Reddy in view of
anticipated El Nino conditions. The
alternative supply arrangements are
being implemented under the
supervision of Water Board
Managing Director K Ashok Reddy:.
As part of the works, the Board is
connecting the 3,000-mm-diameter
Godavari Ring Main with the 1,200-
mm-diameter Manjeera Phase III
and IV gravity main pipelines at
Velimela village, near the Outer
Ring Road (ORR).

Water Board Technical Director
Prabhu and Chief General Manager
Rajasekhar inspected the progress
ofthe works on Sunday.

Pulicat tribal women
hook success with

ornamental fish harvest
CHENNAL(Agency)

Twenty-five Irula tribal women
from Pulicat in Tiruvallur district
are finding a new source of
livelihood through ornamental fish
rearing, with the first group of 10
women earning a collective Rs 1
lakh from the sale of more than 500
clownfish and other ornamental
varieties. The women, from Chengi
Amman Nagar, sold six varieties of
ornamental fish to Sunshine
Aquaria in Kolathur, Chennai, on
October 15, during the Women
Farmers Day celebration. The sale
marks a milestone in an initiative to
promote financial independence
through captive breeding of high-
value ornamental fish.For 43-year-
old Abhirami, who collected crabs
from Pulicat waters alongside her
husband, the initiative has opened a
new avenue of income. Despite
working long hours, she struggled
to support her family of six.
Through fish rearing, she earned Rs
10,000 in two months.*“The harvest
was sold for Rs 1 lakh, and each of
the 10 women received Rs 10,000,”
said T T Ajith Kumar, principal
scientist at [CAR-National Bureau
of Fish Genetic Resources
(NBFGR).The Chengi Amman
Ornamental Fish Rearing Group
sold five clownfish varieties and a
designer hybrid.

New Delhi: The
Rohini Court Bar
Association has called for
a complete abstention
from judicial work at the
district court complex on
Monday to protest
against the alleged man-
handling and physical
assault of an advocate at
a police station. It also
said that no police official
of any district will be
allowed to enter the
court premises that day.
In a notice dated October
3 and signed by Bar pres-
ident Rajiv Tehran and
honorary secretary
Pardeep Khatri said
Advocate = Kamaldeep
was allegedly manhan-
dled and assaulted at the
Mahendra Park police
station on September 29.
The notice said the Bar's
executive committee
took up the matter with
the Joint Commissioner
of Police, the DCP
(North-West) and the
Principal District and
Sessions Judge, North-
West district, and also
spoke to the senior
police  officers con-
cerned. "During these
interactions, assurances
were given by the DCP
that strong and appropri-
ate action would be taken
against the erring police
officials," the notice said.
However, instead of
action against the police
personnel, a case was
subsequently registered
against Kamaldeep, and
the senior police officers
did not inform the execu-
tive committee about it
despite the assurances,
the association alleged.

The executive committee
termed the conduct "not
merely an instance of
police high-handedness
and intimidation of a
practising advocate" but
also a serious breach of
the trust reposed by the
Bar in the assurances
given by the senior
police authorities. It
described the manner in
which the matter had
proceeded as "back-stab-
bing of the entire legal
fraternity". The associa-
tion "strongly condemns
the conduct of the Delhi
Police and the concerned
DCP, North-West dis-
trict, for misleading the
executive committee",
the notice said. It added
that the dignity, safety
and professional inde-
pendence of advocates
"cannot be compro-
mised", and any attempt
to intimidate a practising
advocate would be resis-
ted by the bar "through
all lawful means". The
executive committee
resolved that there shall
be complete abstention
from judicial work at the
Rohini Courts on
Monday, October 5, "as a
mark of protest against
the incident and the sub-
sequent action".
"Further, no police offi-
cial of any district shall
be permitted to enter the
Rohini Court premises,
including the Nayab
Court, on the said day,"
the notice said. All mem-
bers of the Bar have
been asked to remain
united and extend full
cooperation in observing
the decision.

Snakebite deaths: Rights body
seeks mandatory anti-snake venom
availability at district hospitals

New Delhi: The
National Human Rights
Commission (NHRC) on
Tuesday issued notices to
all state governments and
Union Territory adminis-
trations to strengthen sys-
tems for the prevention and
treatment of snakebite inci-
dents. The measure follows
a complaint submitted to
rights body alleging that a
youth died after being bit-
ten by a snake due to med-
ical negligence and a lack of
emergency life-saving infra-
structure at a district hospi-
tal in Uttar Pradesh's
Chitrakoot. Reports
claimed that despite being
brought to the district
health facility immediately
after the snakebite on
September 1, the victim
was denied timely emer-
gency care, including anti-
snake venom (ASV) and
ventilator or ICU support,
and was instead referred to
Prayagraj without adequate
emergency transit support,
resulting in his death en
route. The complainant has
alleged that the absence of
basic life-saving medical
supplies at a main district
hospital violates the funda-
mental Right to Health and
Life under Article 21 of the
Constitution, officials said.
The NHRC also took note
of the deaths of three tribal
girl students following a
snakebite at a tribal residen-
tial school hostel in
Gadchiroli, Maharashtra.
‘The incident raised serious
concerns regarding hostel
infrastructure and the avail-
ahility of basic facilities. The
NHRC has directed the
states/UTS to identify high-
risk areas, compile empiri-
cal data on snakebite inci-
dents, and ensure adequate

healthcare and emergency
medical infrastructure in
such locations. It further
stressed the need to review
infrastructure and pre-
scribed safety standards at
tribal ashram shalas and
other residential hostels,
particularly those located in
remote and forested areas.
The rights body noted that
such facilites must have
adequate beds and cots,
sufficient wardens and
staff, safe sleeping arrange-
ments, secure campuses
and immediate access to
emergency medical assis-
tance for children residing
there. Meanwhile, the com-
plainant also sought the
Commission's intervention
to order an impartial
inquiry against doctors and
administrators responsible
for it, and to direct the state
government to ensure
"mandatory ASV availabili-
ty" and emergency support
across all district hospitals,
and grant fair monetary
compensation to the vic-
tim's family. The rights
panel directed that the alle-
gations leveled in the com-
plaint be inquired into and
an action taken report sub-
mitted within two weeks. "A
Bench of the NHRC,
presided over by its mem-
ber Priyank Kanoongo, has
taken cognizance of it
under section 12 of the
Protection of Human
Rights Act, 1993. The reg-
istry is directed to issue a
notice to all the chief secre-
taries of all states/UTs,
detailed steps taken to
ensure the mandatory
availability of anti-snake
venom (ASV) in all remote
and snakebite-prone areas,"
the Commission said in a
statement.

Traders’ body seeks designated

protest sites on Delhi’s outskirts

New Delhi: Traders across the national capital
have raised concerns over protests in key commercial
areas, which they say affect customer access, traffic
movement, goods deliveries and routine business
operations. CAIT has urged the government to desig-
nate specific venues for protests to protect the right to
demonstrate while allowing businesses to function
without disruption. Several trade associations in
Delhi have jointly launched the petition to garner pub-
lic support. CAIT has also scheduled an online meet-
ing with trade leaders from across the city on Monday
to discuss the issue, explore possible solutions and
formulate a joint strategy. CAIT Delhi state president
Vipin Ahuja, national joint general secretary Sumit
Agarwal, Delhi state general secretary Ashish
Grover, Chandni Chowk Traders Parishad president
Suresh Bindal, New Delhi Traders Association presi-

dent Atul Bhargava,

Khan Market Traders

Association president Sanjeev Mehra and Kirana
Committee president Ganga Bishan Gupta said fre-
quent protests disrupted customer access, transport
and routine business activities.
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SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

In order to clear extra rush of passengers during Deepawali and Chhath Puja
Festivals, Northern Railway, in association with other zonal railways, has planned to
run the following Festival Special Trains as per schedule given below:-
LIST OF FESTIVAL SPECIAL TRAINS ORIGINATING/TERMINATING IN NORTHERN RAILWAY
Trasislf\lo. Station From Station to Frequency / Day Period
New Delhi Patna Jn. 21:30 | Tri- Mon, Wed, Sat Upto 25.11.26
02251 | Patna Jn. RESSMNAUKIMSSLU 10:00 | New Delhi 23:30 | weekly Tue, Thu, Sun Upto 26.11.26
02254 | New Delhi 08:35 | Patna Jn. 21:30 | Tri- Sun, Tue, Thu Upto 26.11.26
02253 | Patna Jn. HASSMVEUEIMSSGEUE 10:00 | New Delhi 23:30 | weekly Sat, Mon, Wed Upto 28.11.26
04512 | Chandigarh Jn. 23:35 | Patna Jn. 21:15 Weekly Thursday Upto 26.11.26
04511 Patna Jn. 23:15 | Chandigarh Jn. 21:40 Friday Upto 27.11.26
04616 Firozpur Cantt. Jn. 12:00 | Patna Jn. 18:35 Weekly Tuesday Upto 24.11.26
04615 Patna Jn. 20:20 | Firozpur Cantt. Jn. 23:55 Wednesday Upto 25.11.26
04008 | Anand Vihar(T.) 08:30 | Jogbani 15:00 Weekly Saturday Upto 07.11.26
04007 | Jogbani 18:30 | Anand Vihar(T.) 03:00 Sunday Upto 08.11.26
04028 | Anand Vihar(T.) 09:15 | Muzaffarpur Jn. 04:30 Bi- Tuesday, Friday Upto 24.11.26
04027 | Muzaffarpur Jn. 06:15 | Anand Vihar(T.) 05:30 | weekly | wednesday, Saturday Upto 25.11.26
04010 | Delhi Jn. 23:05 | Sitamarhi Jn. 23:30 Weekly Thursday Upto 19.11.26
04009 | Sitamarhi Jn. 00:45 | Delhi Jn. 20:30 Saturday Upto 21.11.26
04014 | Anand Vihar(T.) RV ENRIe1’ 4 (o)} 15:40 | Laukaha Bazar 20:15 A Sun, Mon, Tue, Wed, Upto 29.11.26
04013 | Laukaha Bazar 22:30 | Anand Vihar(T.) 03:40 Dally Thu, Fri, Sat Upto 30.11.26
04314 | Yog Nagari Rishikesh 15:20 | Muzaffarpur Jn. 11:45 Bi- Thursday, Sunday Upto 29.11.26
04313 | Muzaffarpur Jn. 13:15 | Yog Nagari Rishikesh 11:15 (Weekly Friday, Monday Upto 30.11.26
04096 | Anand Vihar(T.) 00:05 | Patliputra Jn. 23:00 Daily Sun, Mon, Tue, Wed, Upto 29.11.26
04095 | Patliputra Jn. 00:45 | Anand Vihar(T.) 21:30 Thu, Fri, Sat Upto 30.11.26
04072 New Delhi 21:35 | Supaul 06:35 Daily Sun, Mon, Tue, Wed, Upto 28.11.26
04071 Supaul 07:45 | New Delhi 15:00 Thu, Fri, Sat Upto 30.11.26
04052 | New Delhi 18:15 | Howrah Jn. 23:40 Tri- Fri, Sun, Tue Upto 29.11.26
04051 | Howrah Jn. 01:40 | New Delhi 08:20 | weekly Sun, Tue, Thu Upto 01.12.26
04062 | Anand Vihar(T.) 12:00 | Bhagalpur Jn. 13:30 Daily | Sun, Mon, Tue, Wed, Upto 27.11.26
04061 | Bhagalpur Jn. 16:30 | Anand Vihar(T.) 20:00 Thu, Fri, Sat Upto 29.11.26
04312 | Yog Nagari Rishikesh 22:20 | Kolkata 08:00 Weekly Friday Upto 20.11.26
04311 Kolkata 13:55 | Yog Nagari Rishikesh 23:30 Sunday Upto 22.11.26
04624 | Amritsar Jn. 20:10 | Kolkata 15:00 Weekly Wednesday Upto 25.11.26
04623 | Kolkata 04:45 | Amritsar Jn. 21:05 Saturday Upto 28.11.26
04668 | Amritsar Jn. 20:10 | Barauni Jn. 02:10 Weekly Sunday Upto 29.11.26
04667 Barauni Jn. 05:05 | Amritsar Jn. 13:50 Tuesday Upto 01.12.26
04090 New Delhi 23:30 | Danapur Jn. 15:00 Bi- Friday, Wednesday Upto 27.11.26
04089 | Danapur Jn. 16:40 | New Delhi 09:45 | weekly | Saturday, Thursday Upto 28.11.26
04098 | Shakur Basti 09:20 | Darbhanga Jn. 11:45 | g Days Except - Tuesday Upto 29.11.26
04097 Darbhanga Jn. 14:00 | Shakur Basti 18:00 |a week| Except - Wednesday Upto 30.11.26
04076 | Delhi Jn. 00:30 | Kamakhya Jn. 21:15 Weekly Saturday Upto 28.11.26
04075 Kamakhya Jn. 05:00 | Delhi Jn. 20:40 Monday Upto 30.11.26
04064 | Delhi Jn. 11:00 | Gaya Jn. 07:15 | 6 Days Except- Saturday Upto 30.11.26
04063 | Gaya Jn. 09:15 | Delhi Jn. 08:00 | a week Except- Sunday Upto 01.12.26
04088 New Delhi 15:50 | Patna Jn. 12:45 Daily Sun, Mon, Tue, Wed, Upto 30.11.26
04087 | Patna Jn. 15:10 | New Delhi 13:30 Thu, Fri, Sat Upto 01.12.26
04634 | Firozpur Cantt. Jn. 17:30 | Purnea Jn. 03:00 Weekly Thursday Upto 26.11.26
04633 Purnea Jn. 06:00 | Firozpur Cantt. Jn. 16:35 Saturday Upto 28.11.26
04652 | Amritsar Jn. Via LUCKNOW 10:55 | Jaynagar 20:00 | Tri- Wed, Fri, Sun Upto 29.11.26
04651 Jaynagar 04:15 | Amritsar Jn. 15:00 | weekly Fri, Sun, Tue Upto 01.12.26
Thu, Fri, Sat, 05, 06, 07, 10,
04406 | Shakur Basti 19:10 | Mansi Jn. 02:30 Tue, Wed, Thu, 11, 12,
Date Fri, Sat 13 & 14.11.26
wise Sat, Sun, Mon, 07, 08, 09, 12,
04405 | Mansi Jn. 04:30 | Shakur Basti 11:30 Thu, Fri, Sat, 13, 14,
Sun, Mon 15 & 16.11.26
04638 | Amritsar Jn. 19:40 | Chhapra Jn. 20:45 Weekly Monday Upto 30.11.26
04637 | Chhapra Jn. 22:15 | Amritsar Jn. 00:20 Tuesday Upto 01.12.26
04640 | Chheharta 08:35 | Muzaffarpur Jn. 13:10 Weekly Monday Upto 30.11.26
04639 Muzaffarpur Jn. 16:00 | Chheharta 21:30 Tuesday Upto 01.12.26
Thu, Fri, Sat, 05, 06, 07, 10,
04404 | Shakur Basti 15:15 | Patna Jn. 14:30 Tue, Wed, Thu, 11,12,
Date Fri, Sat 13 & 14.11.26
RVISS Fri, Sat, Sun, 06, 07, 08, 11,
04403 Patna Jn. 15:40 | Shakur Basti 15:00 Wed, Thu, Fri, 12,13,
Sat, Sun 14 & 15.11.26
Thu, Fri, Sat, 05, 06, 07, 10,
04410 | Shakur Basti 13:00 | Jhanjharpur Jn. 16:00 Tue, Wed, Thu, 11,12,
Date Fri, Sat 13 & 14.11.26
wise Fri, Sat, Sun, 06, 07, 08, 11,
04409 Jhanjharpur Jn. 18:15 | Shakur Basti 01:40 Wed, Thu, Fri, 12,13,
Sat, Sun 14 & 15.11.26
04536 | Chandigarh Jn. 23:45 | Barauni Jn. 00:30 Weekly Friday Upto 27.11.26
04535 | Barauni Jn. 02:35 | Chandigarh Jn. 03:35 Sunday Upto 29.11.26
04209 | Varanasi Jn. \VERRI[o .\ [o)VB 22:15 | Delhi Jn. 13:45 | Tri- Mon, Wed, Fri Upto 27.11.26
04210 | Delhi Jn. 18:50 | Varanasi Jn. 09:50 | weekly Tue, Thu, Sat Upto 28.11.26
04213 | Ayodhya Cantt. RVENRI[eZ(\[e)' /A 18:20 | Anand Vihar(T.) 06:10 Bi- Sunday, Thursday Upto 29.11.26
04214 | Anand Vihar (T.) 09:00 | Ayodhya Cantt. 22:00 | weekly Monday, Friday Upto 30.11.26
04227 | Varanasi Jn. VAR Lo A 11:05 | Chandigarh Jn. 04:20 Bi- Thursday, Sunday Upto 29.11.26
04228 | Chandigarh Jn. (NR) 06:00 | Varanasi Jn. 00:55 | weekly Friday, Monday Upto 30.11.26
04604 | phri Mata Vaishno 18:15 | Varanasi Jn. 18:30 Sunday Upto 29.11.26
Weekly
04603 | Varanasi Jn. 04:30 gte‘:lii I\IzzﬁlaVaishno 04:40 Tuesday Upto 01.12.26
04610 | Jammu Tawi VR (o 05:15 | Varanasi Jn. 05:10 Weekly Thursday Upto 26.11.26
04609 | Varanasi Jn. (NR) 09:00 | Jammu Tawi 08:30 Friday Upto 27.11.26
04081 | New Delhi 23:45 gg;ii ﬂzﬁa"ais“m 12:00 Daily | Sun, Mon, Tue, Wed, Upto 06.11.26
04082 | Shri Mata Vaishno 21:00 | New Delhi 10:00 Wt ss Upto 07.11.26
Devi Katra
04221 Varanasi Jn. 20:40 | Bathinda Jn. 17:00 Weekly Sunday Upto 22.11.26
04222 Bathinda Jn. 20:50 | Varanasi Jn. 17:30 Monday Upto 23.11.26
04201 Varanasi Jn. 16:20 | Ayodhya Dham Jn. 21:40 Daily Sun, Mon, Tue, Wed, Upto 30.11.26
04202 | Ayodhya Dham Jn. 22:20 | Varanasi Jn. 04:00 Thu, Fri, Sat Upto 30.11.26
04002 Hazrat Nizamuddin 23:45 | Dadar 22:40 Weekly Tuesday Upto 24.11.26
04001 Dadar 00:15 | Hazrat Nizamuddin 21:35 Thursday Upto 26.11.26
04212 | Sultanpur Jn. 04:00 | Lokmanya Tilak T. 14:00 Weekly Wednesday Upto 11.11.26
04211 | Lokmanya Tilak T. (NR) 15:00 | Sultanpur Jn. 23:00 Thursday Upto 12.11.26
04226 | Varanasi Jn. 01:35 | Lokmanya Tilak T. 14:00 Weekly Thursday Upto 12.11.26
04225 | Lokmanya Tilak T. (NR) 15:00 | Varanasi Jn. 02:05 Friday Upto 13.11.26
05736 | Katihar Jn. 21:00 | Amritsar Jn. 09:45 Weekly Wednesday Upto 25.11.26
05735 | Amritsar Jn. 13:25 | Katihar Jn. 23:45 Friday Upto 27.11.26
04656 | Ludhiana Jn. 17:35 | Saharsa Jn. 23:50 Do F"i,:,’:‘gh"e"s";adyay 12_61’1(_’2082‘6
04655 | Saharsa Jn. 03:50 | Ludhiana Jn. 08:35 | Wise s“"dayli.mzl‘:,"es"ay 1g_81’11_;082;6
04662 | Ludhiana Jn. 06:30 | Darbhanga 10:00 Saturday, Tuesday 07,10 &
Date Wednesday 11.11.2026
04661 Darbhanga 13:00 | Ludhiana Jn. 17:10 | Wise | Sunday, Wednesday 08, 11 &
Thursday 12.11.2026
04664 | Ludhiana Jn. 06:30 | Gaya Jn. 08:00 Thursday On 12.11.2026
04663 | Gaya Jn. 11:00 | Ludhiana Jn. 12:50 Friday On 13.11.2026
04666 | Ludhiana Jn. 06:30 | Kolkata 21:45 Friday On 06.11.2026
04665 | Kolkata 23:50 | Ludhiana Jn. 12:50 Saturday On 07.11.2026
04528 | Sirhind 11:25 | Saharsa Jn. oo | T,\'}I‘;:‘S::;” 195 00 %
04527 | Saharsa Jn. 19:15 | Ambala Cantt. 22:20 | Wise Tﬁzg"‘;‘;’y 136 1956
For any kind of information such as arrival/departure timings
and stoppages enroute etc., passengers are requested to N 0 RTH E RN RAI LWAY
contact RailMadad Helpline No. 139 or may visit Indian
Railways website https://enquiry.indianrail.gov.in or NTES App. visit us at: www.nr.indianrailways.gov.in

Please join us on @ @




New Delhi, Friday , 30 October 2026

Eye on boosting
infrastructure, Noida
Authority nod for Al
city-business park

Delhi.(Agency)

In an effort to attract multinational
corporations, an Al city-cum-
business park will soon be set up
in Noida, after the Noida
Authority on Wednesday adopted
the Uttar Pradesh Private Business
Park Development Scheme, 2025,
officials said.This comes a day
after the Uttar Pradesh cabinet on
Tuesday approved setting up a
robotics and artificial intelligence
park in Greater Noida.On
Wednesday, in its 224th board
meeting the authority granted in-
principle approval to the Request
for Proposal (RFP) for selecting a
master developer to develop an Al
city-cum-Business Park in Noida,
through a private sector
participation. At least 50 per cent
of the built-up area of the park is
required to be reserved for IT and
knowledge-based services,
officials said.According to
officials, the initiative aims to
foster integrated, and ready-to-
operate, business infrastructure in
order to attract multinational
corporations, IT firms, and
innovation-driven enterprises
through a plug-and-play
infrastructure.

“The project will include facilities
for AL, Global Capability Centres,
IT services, research, start-ups
and skill development. It will
follow the Design, Build, Finance,
Operate and Transfer (DBFOT)
model,” the official said, adding
that the ownership of the land will
remain with the Noida Authority.
The concession period for the park
will be 45-years which may be
extended by another 45 years, the
official said, adding that the
contractor will be selected
through competitive e-
bidding.Officials also said that
Sector 147 will house Global
Capability Center hub.

DDA, 10 varsities join
forces to promote
sports

Delhi.(Agency)

In a first, the Delhi Development
Authority (DDA) and the 10
GNCTD (Government of the
National Capital Territory of Delhi)
universities have come together to
encourage students in the national
capital to take part in physical
sports. Students of the 10
universities will compete in five
sporting disciplines to win ‘DDA
University Sports Cup 2026’.The
event will comprise tournaments
leading up to finales in the
disciplines of hockey, Football,
kabaddi, basketball and cricket.
Union Minister of Youth Affairs &
Sports Mansukh Mandaviya, L-G
Taranjit Singh Sandhu and minister
Ashish Sood on Tuesday
inaugurated the cup at the DDA
Roshanara Club. Vice-chancellors
of the universities, former hockey
player & Olympian Ashok Kumar,
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wrestler Deepak Punia and shooter
Aashima Ahlawat were among
those present.

Addressing the gathering,
Mandaviya, lauded the initiative as
a significant step towards building a
culture of sports and fitness among
the youth and called upon the young
sportspersons to pursue excellence.
He discussed India’s goal of hosting
the Olympic Games in 2036 and of
India’s successful bid for the 2030
Commonwealth Games.Adding to
that, L-G Sandhu dwelt on the PM’s
views about how sports teach us not
only to become champions but also
to become better competitors.
“DDA University Sports Cup will
bring all of Delhi’s universities
together on the same platform and
will encourage sportsmanship and
team spirit,” he said, stressing,
“Sports is an important part of
education and teaches young people
how to work together.” He also
expressed his gratitude to athletes
Kumar, Punia and Ahlawat for their
presence.Meanwhile, Sood thanked
the L-G for facilitating the students’
access to DDA sports facilities.
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Driver stabbed to death for seeking
extra chhole at eatery, vendor held

According to the medico-legal case (MLC) report, the victim sustained three stab wounds on the left side of
his abdomen, three lacerated wounds on his left forearm and one lacerated wound on his wrist.

£

Delhi.(Agency)

A 35-year-old driver was stabbed to
death following a scuffle with a chhole
bhature seller allegedly over a request
for “more chhole” in west Delhi’s
Nihal Vihar area, police
said.According to police, Sanjay
Gandhi Memorial Hospital informed
them on Monday that Sandeep, a
resident of Rav Vihar in Nihal Vihar,
had been admitted with stab injuries.
He was later shifted to Maharaja
Agrasen Hospital in Punjabi Bagh,
where he died during treatment on
Tuesday evening.According to the
medico-legal case (MLC) report,

Sandeep sustained three stab wounds
on the left side of his abdomen, three
lacerated wounds on his left forearm
and one lacerated wound on his wrist.
“The injured man was declared unfit to
give a statement, following which
police initiated an inquiry into the
circumstances of the incident. During
the preliminary inquiry, it came to
light that a scuffle had taken place
between the injured man and the
chhole-bhature seller near Jwalapuri
Nala,” a senior police officer said.A
case of attempt to murder was
registered at Paschim Vihar West
police station in connection with the
incident, a senior police officer said.

The accused, identified as Chintu
Gupta, has been arrested and
remanded to judicial custody, police
said, adding that murder charges were
invoked following Sandeep’s
death.Police officials said they were
questioning people who were present
at the spot at the time of the incident.
They were also trying to establish the
sequence of events and the exact
reason behind the attack.Bijender
Singh, Sandeep’s father, said a weekly
market was set up in the area on
Sundays and his son had gone there to
eatchhole bhature.

“Sandeep asked for some more
chhole, on which the eatery owner
abused him and a scuffle ensued
between them. There were four to five
people at that time and Sandeep was
alone. They attacked him with a knife
multiple times, Singh said.

“I got a call from my daughter-in-law
regarding the incident, following
which I reached the spot and brought
Sandeep to Sanjay Gandhi Hospital.
My son had told me that there were
five people who attacked me. Then |
brought him to Maharaja Agrasen
Hospital and he died later on Tuesday
evening,” Singh further said. Police
said further investigation was
underway and the role of other persons
allegedly involved in the incident was
being examined.

Delhi SIR: Only 2.7L file
Form 6 for 471 voter
deletions

Delhi.(Agency)

With just two days left for the claims and objections

period under Delhi’s special intensive revision (SIR) of
electoral rolls to end, only 2.71 lakh applications
seeking inclusion in the voter list have been filed since
the publication of the draft rolls, with West Delhi
accounting for the highest number.According to the
daily report released by the office of the Delhi Chief
Electoral Officer, 2,71,639 Form 6 applications were
received between August 31 and October 27, after the
exclusion of 47,56,722 electors from the draft rolls
published on August 31.

West Delhi saw the highest number of Form 6
applications at 33,377, followed by North West Delhi
(27,341), East Delhi (26,212), South East Delhi
(26,054) and North East Delhi (25,973).The figures
come as the claims and objections period, which began
with the publication of the draft electoral rolls for all 70
Assembly constituencies, is set to close on October 30.
Form 6 is used by eligible voters for inclusion in the
electoral rolls, while Form 7 is filed for deletion of
names and Form 8 for correction or modification of
entries.Delhi received 20,654 Form 7 applications and
1,02,149 Form 8 applications during the same period.
South West Delhi recorded the highest number of Form
7 applications at 3,152, while North East Delhi topped
the Form 8 category with 13,373 applications.

‘Rs 14.9-lakh X-Ray machine bought for Rs
37.8 lakh, 10 key procurement files missing’

ACB files chargesheet in Rs 842-crore medical procurement ‘scam’ in Delhi

Delhi.(Agency)

These are among the allegations the Anti-
Corruption Branch (ACB) has mentioned in
its chargesheet into the alleged Delhi
government medical procurement scam,
pegging the wrongful loss to the public
exchequer at Rs 842 crore. The court has
taken cognizance of the chargesheet.The
case centres on the Central Procurement
Agency (CPA), the nodal agency responsible
for supplying medicines, vaccines and
medical equipment to Delhi government
hospitals and healthcare facilities.Filed on
September 16, the chargesheet alleged that
tenders were manipulated to favour two
companies — F-Med Devices and M Sahib
and Sons Private Limited — owned by
pharmaceutical trader Rajiv Rangila (50).
The ACB has described Rangila, who has
been arrested, as one of the alleged
masterminds of the fraud.The chargesheet
names three public servants — Dr Vinod

Kumar Ranga, Head of Office of the CPA;
Directorate General of Health Services
(DGHS) chief Dr Vatsala Aggarwal; and
former CPA Deputy Controller of Accounts
Neeraj Chopra — along with the two
companies.The ACB alleged that
tenders were tailored to favour
Rangila’s companies, their bills were
cleared within a day or two while
other suppliers went unpaid for two
years, and that 10 important
procurement files could not be traced.

In the X-Ray machine deal, the
chargesheet said, F-Med received an

order for 448 machines after a bid for @
just two was uploaded on the
Government e-Marketplace (GeM)
portal — a digital platform for
procurement of goods and services by
Central, state ministries and
departments. While the CPA allegedly gave
an order to F-Med for 448 X-Ray machines,
a bid for two machines was uploaded on

€

b

L : .

got F-Med Devices declared as its
distributor. While Prognosis sold X-Ray
machines to other departments and entities
for Rs 14.9 lakh (including taxes), the same
were allegedly sold to CPA for Rs 37.8 lakh

GeM portal “so that only few would take (with taxes) each. F-Med was the only firm
interest whereas it was... decided that that qualified for the bid.The ACB alleged
hundreds of machines Rangila allegedly tied that Rangila earned over Rs 150 crore from
up with manufacturing firm Prognosis and X-Ray machines worth over Rs 50 crore.

The pattern, the ACB added, repeated
across items.For bedsheets, covers
and linen items, a payment of Rs 75
crore was made for materials worth
Rs 25 crore. For 50 lakh oral
rehydration solution (ORS) sachets,
a payment of Rs 7.5 crore was made
for items worth Rs 1.25 crore. For
surgical items worth Rs 20-25 crore,
around Rs 100 crore was paid.In
terms of medicines, the alleged
kickbacks received by Rangila
amounted to Rs 300 crore. The
money was allegedly distributed
among officers of DGHS and

CPA..“Fake companies by Rangila submitted
bills... to the CPA and payment was released
in one or two days,
said.would be procured”.

2

the chargesheet

Shelly Jyoti latest exhibition explores
Indigo, migration and textile art

Delhi.(Agency)

For Delhi artist Shelly Jyoti, a ship is more than
a vessel, a school of fish more than a
representation of aquatic life, and a human
being more than a form.On view at Bikaner
House, her exhibition ‘Indigo: The Blue Gold
II” brings together over 18 years of engagement
with the dye, tracing its history from the
exploitation of farmers in eastern India to its
global trade and the migration of people and
craft traditions. Using khadi textiles and block
prints, the exhibition, which also presents her
latest body of work, Indigo: Migration

Through Time, brings displaced communities

into focus.

Jyoti’s journey with indigo began in 2008, |

when she collaborated with Japanese-
American artist Laura Kina on a project

exploring the dye’s shared histories in India § .

and Japan. “As an Indian artist, | explored the |

role of indigo in India’s freedom struggle,” |

she says, describing how her research led her |

to the farmers of eastern India, their |

exploitation and their revolt. The resulting

body of work travelled to India and across the
US between 2009 and 2014.Her early works
explored the farmers’ struggles and Mahatma
Gandhi’s intervention in Champaran, Bihar, in
1917. She also began looking beyond the fields
to understand how the dye travelled across
continents and became a coveted
commodity.Her 2023 exhibition, ‘Indigo: The
Blue Gold’, explored the dye’s global trade,
using ships as a recurring motif to trace its
movement from Indian shores. In Kochi, Jyoti
encountered historical cartographic images of

vessels used in maritime trade. After studying
their structures and experimenting with
different forms, she settled on a design that
became central to her work. “I wanted it to be
very specific that the ship should look like an
18th-century ship,” she says.Through textile
works depicting merchant vessels, she linked
the movement of indigo to the systems of trade
and labour that sustained it. Yet after the 2023
exhibition, she felt that part of the story
remained untold. “I explored indigo dye, the
trade, capitalism and the indignity faced by
farmers, along with the dark history of indigo.

But I didn’t talk about the migration of these
indentured labourers,” she says.

Between homelands

In her latest body of work, ‘Indigo: Migration
Through Time’, Jyoti turns her attention to
people transported away from their homelands
under exploitative labour arrangements as
indigo became part of global commerce. The
exhibition unfolds through three
interconnected sections: Faceless Journeys,
Displaced Ecologies and Unresolved
Geographies.

Delhi government launches app to book

liquor, AAP threatens stir

The move is aimed at reducing queues outside liquor shops, easing pressure on payment

counters and making pricing and billing more transparent.

Delhi.(Agency)

The Delhi State Industrial and
Infrastructure Development
Corporation (DSIIDC) has launched a
mobile app, Delhi Liquor Booking, that
allows consumers to book liquor in
advance from its retail outlets. The move
is aimed at reducing queues outside
liquor shops, easing
pressure on payment
counters and making
pricing and billing more
transparent, officials said.
Customers can check the
availability of liquor
brands at participating
stores through the app
before placing an
order.They can select a
store, choose the brand,
bottle size and quantity, and
make the payment online.
However, there is no option
for home delivery, and the buyers must
collect the bottles within 48 hours of
making the payment.The DSIIDC is one
of the four government corporations that
are authorised to operate retail liquor
outlets in Delhi. The four corporations
together run more than 700 liquor shops
across the national capital in total. But
the online booking facility is currently

restricted to the DSIIDC’s 208 outlets.

However, the Delhi government move
to begin the online booking of liquor has
drawn fierce criticism from AAP, which
has sought a rollback. AAP Delhi unit
president Saurabh Bharadwaj slammed
the government for “focusing on making
liquor easily accessible through an
online booking application while failing

to address public concerns over
healthcare.” If Rekha Gupta does not
roll back this app policy, we will seek
Delhi Industry Minister Manjinder
Singh Sirsa’s resignation and stage a
protest within the next 24 hours,”
Bharadwaj said. Hitting back, Sirsa
noted that tender for the development of
the app was initiated during the AAP
regime.




New Delhi, Friday , 30 October 2026

Neelam Sirohi: UP's
very own stubborn
wrestler who took on

the world's best
London.(Agency)

Neelam Sirohi grew up in a
village where wrestling akharas
were slowly disappearing. In
Astana, she found herself
standing across the mat from
one of the greatest wrestlers of
her generation.The Indian had
fought her way into the
women's 50kg final at the World
Wrestling Championships,
where Japan's Yui Susaki stood
between her and gold. A four-
time world champion, Susaki
had dominated the mat for
years, rarely giving her
opponents a chance. Neelam,
however, refused to make it
easy for her.For the first two
minutes, neither wrestler could
find a breakthrough. Neelam,

26, defended resolutely and
denied Susaki an opening. But
just as the first period was
drawing to a close, the Japanese
wrestler attacked her left leg,
secured a takedown and pinned
the Indian. Susaki claimed her
fifth world title, leaving Neelam
with silver.There was more
disappointment for India on the
same day, as Kajal Dhochak
also lost the women's 76kg final.
Still, their runs to the gold-
medal bouts marked a first for
Indian women's wrestling, with
two Indians reaching the finals
at the same senior World
Championships. Before Astana,
Anshu Malik had been the only
Indian woman to reach a senior
World Championships final.

Liverpool knock
Chelsea out on
penalties as Alonso
calls Carabao Cup
least important
New Delhi.(Agency)

Liverpool knocked Chelsea out
of the Carabao Cup after winning
6-5 on penalties at Anfield, with
Wesley Fofana's missed spot-
kick settling a tense fourth-round
tie. Chelsea manager Xabi
Alonso accepted the defeat but
played down its significance,
insisting the Premier League

remained his side's main
priority.Alonso reflected on the
result after Chelsea's 1-1 draw
with Liverpool ended in a penalty
shootout, with the Blues unable
to progress despite a competitive
performance. Speaking after the
match, the Chelsea manager
described the Carabao Cup as the
least important competition for
his side.Every time you reach
penalties you know that someone
will leave feeling that it was
harsh to go out of the
competition. But we saw a proper
cup game, really intense, really
close from both sides and it's
open for everything at the end
with penalties," Alonso said.
"This is football. This is part of
our job. I've seen a team that was
competing and showing a good
level. And this is the least
important competition for us, the
Premier League is the main
focus."The result marked a
disappointing return to Anfield
for Alonso, who won the
Champions League with
Liverpool as a player in 2005.
However, Chelsea's cup exit does
not end their pursuit of silverware
this season, with the Premier
League and other competitions
still ahead.

HOW LIVERPOOL
DEFEATED CHELSEA IN
CARABAO CUP

Chelsea took the lead in the 40th
minute when Morgan Rogers
converted a penalty after Ryan
Gravenberch fouled Moises
Caicedo inside the box.

SPORTS

The Sikh Times 9

Google Translate, war cries and Korea's
quest for a hockey renaissance

crowning moment came at the Sydney will it take to restore a team that once stood war cries that echoed around the Surjit Singh
Olympics in 2000, where they stunned the among the best in the world?We believed the Hockey Stadium, with Lim watching closely
hockey world by winning silver. Fourth- answers lay with head coach Jungbin Limand from the sidelines.The session soon shifted to

South Korea were once Asian
hockey giants, but a difficult
transition has left them fighting to
reclaim lost glory. From Google
Translate-assisted interviews to
rousing war cries, coach Junghin
Lim and captain Yong Bok Kim share
their vision for a comeback.

Jalandhar.(Agency)

For years, South Korea stood tall among the
giants of Asian hockey. The continental game
was once dominated by India and Pakistan,
but the Koreans broke that duopoly in 1986,
winning the Asian Games gold on home soil
in Seoul. They have since added three more
Asian Games gold medals to their tally. Their

place finishes at the 2002 and 2006 World captain Yong Bok Kim.

Cups further underlined their stature. By

2003, South Korea had climbed to fourth in -
the FIH rankings, establishing themselves
as Asia's leading force.South Korea are
now a team in transition, having slipped to
20th in the world rankings. They missed out
on this year's World Cup and finished fourth !
at the Asian Games in Nagoya, a far cry
from the heights they once scaled.Their !
campaign at the Asian Champions Trophy
in Jalandhar has not got off to the best start
either. Despite a spirited display, Japan
edged past them 3-2 on the opening day,
leaving the Koreans with plenty to

tactical work. The focus was on breaking

down a high press and moving forward,
with Lim constantly communicating
with his players in Korean. His voice
bounced off the stadium walls, catching
the attention of the handful of local
reporters who had turned up to watch. We
waited for our opportunity to speak to the
coach and his players. But before the
interviews began, we witnessed one of
the most unusual interactions of our time
in Punjab.A local reporter asked
questions in Punjabi while Lim
responded in Korean. Neither seemed
particularly troubled by the language

ponder.With questions swirling around their Both men were at the heart of an intense barrier. Google Translate was the unlikely
future, we made our way to the South Korean training session that offered a glimpse into the mediator, converting the questions and
team's training session on Wednesday, team's spirit. There was urgency in the drills, answers back and forth as the conversation
October 28. How does a former Asian but also a palpable sense of camaraderie. flowed.The same process followed captain
powerhouse hit the reset button? And what Their warm-up run was punctuated by loud Kim was speaking.

Kumar Sangakkara accuses Ryanair staff of
discrimination and threatening behaviour

New Delhi.(Agency)

Former Sri Lanka captain Kumar Sangakkara
has accused Ryanair personnel at Dublin
Airport of discriminatory and threatening
behaviour while travelling with his family. The

48-year-old took to X on Wednesday, October
28, to express his anger over what he described
as a shocking and unacceptable experience.
The former wicketkeeper-batter alleged that
the airline's gate personnel had treated his
family inappropriately during their interaction
at the airport. In his post on X, Sangakkara
questioned whether other passengers had faced
similar experiences with Ryanair staff in
Dublin."Has anyone experienced
discriminatory gate personnel @Ryanair in
Dublin?" Sangakkara wrote.

"I with my family just did and it was shocking.
The tone of address and the mishandling of
procedure and threatening behavior.
Unacceptable for any passenger. First bad
experience in Dublin."Sangakkara did not
reveal what led to the confrontation or provide
further details about the circumstances
surrounding the incident. However, his
comments indicated that he was particularly
upset by the way the airline's personnel had
addressed his family.

For now, the former Sri Lanka skipper has not
shared further details about the alleged incident
at Dublin Airport, and Ryanair has yet to
publicly respond to his claims.
SANGAKKARA REACTS TO
DISCRIMINATION CLAIM

The former Sri Lanka captain's post prompted a
response from fellow Sri Lankan Sanjiva
Weerawarana, who shared his own experiences
of alleged discrimination while living and
travelling in Western countries."Kumar, [ have
experienced discrimination in every part of the
west. I lived there for 16 years, traveled back
and forth for another 25 and now I'm done,"
Weerawarana wrote.He added that his
experiences had left him unwilling to travel to
Western countries unless necessary.
Sangakkara responded by acknowledging how
unsettling such incidents could be.
SANGAKKARA'S ILLUSTRIOUS
CRICKET CAREER

Sangakkara is regarded as one of the greatest
batters in Sri Lankan cricket history. He retired
from international cricket in 2015 after
representing his country in 134 Tests, 404 ODIs
and 56 T201s.

Sachin-like hunger, a world medal at 18:
Meet wrestling prodigy Kajal Dhochak

New Delhi.(Agency)

When Virender Dahiya talks about Kajal
Dhochak, the chief coach of the Indian
women's wrestling team reaches for a
comparison from another sport. It is not a
comparison of achievements or careers,
but of hunger.“Sachin Tendulkar made
his international debut for India at the age
of 16. Why? Because of his hunger.

Kajal has that same kind of hunger to \

keep improving,” Dahiya tells
IndiaToday.in from Astana,
Kazakhstan.At 18, Kajal has already
won consecutive U20 world titles and
made history at the 2026 World
Wrestling Championships on @
Wednesday, becoming India's first
heavyweight medallist at the
tournament with silver in the women's
76kg category. It was a landmark
achievement for Indian wrestling, and
one that came on her first appearance at
the senior Worlds.The gold she wanted
eluded her, but her performance
announced her arrival among the senior
ranks.Her ambition, meanwhile, stretches
well beyond the medal she has won.
Kajal's WhatsApp profile picture is the
logo of the Los Angeles 2028 Olympics.
The Games are two years away, but the
image is a reminder of the target she
carries into training every day.“Right
now, the target is the Olympics,” says
Ajay Malik, who coaches Kajal at the
Kuldeep Malik Academy in

Sonipat.“That is what she focuses on,
even during training. She keeps
reminding herself that she needs to train
harder to achieve that goal.”

SWIFT RISE THROUGH THE
RANKS

The Olympic logo is not just wishful
thinking on Kajal's part. For someone
who has already collected three world

titles across the junior ranks before
turning 19, it is the next item on a list she
seems in a hurry to tick off.Kajal's rise has
been swift enough to invite expectations
of gold, even before she has had time to
settle into senior wrestling. Dahiya
admits that the Indian camp had hoped
she would win the title at her first senior
World Championships, given what she
had already accomplished in the junior
ranks.“Considering what she had already
achieved at the U20 World
Championships and now at the senior
level, we had hoped she would win gold.
So, it was a little disappointing, but these
things happen in wrestling.

New Zealand dealt double blow as pace
duo ruled out of T201 series vs India

New Zealand have suffered a
double injury blow, with Lockie
Ferguson and Matt Henry ruled out
of the remainder of the T20I series
against India. With India leading 3-
0, the hosts have called up Matt
Fisher as they look to avoid a
series whitewash.

New Delhi.(Agency)

New Zealand have suffered a double
injury blow ahead of the sold-out fourth
T20I against India, with Lockie
Ferguson and Matt Henry ruled out of
the remainder of the five-match series.
The setbacks come with India already
holding an unassailable 3-0 lead ahead
of Friday's match at Eden Park in
Auckland.Ferguson sustained a low-
grade tear in his right calf during the
second T20I in Christchurch, while
Henry suffered a similar injury to his
right quadricep. Ferguson is expected to
need around another week to recover,
with Henry facing one to two weeks on
the sidelines, according to New Zealand
Cricket.Matt Fisher has been called up
to replace Ferguson, while New Zealand
will hope both injured pacers recover in
time for the ODI series, which begins on
November 4.“We’re gutted for Lockie
and Matt,” head coach Rob Walter
said.Injuries are part and parcel of
international cricket, but it doesn’t make
it any easier when you have to miss
games.”Walter added that Henry had

already been scheduled to sit out the
remaining T20Is as part of workload
management, and expressed hope that
the pacer would play a key role in the
ODIs. Ferguson, meanwhile, had been
eager to play in front of a sell-out Eden
Park crowd but is determined to return
for the 50-over series.

HOW INDIA BATTERS HAVE PUT
PRESSURE ON NEW ZEALAND
The injuries compound New Zealand's
problems after India chased down

targets of 226, 181 and 199 in the first
three matches, winning each by four
wickets, four wickets and six wickets
respectively.Sanju Samson struck 67 off
33 balls in the opening match, while
Tilak Varma's unbeaten 51 off 26
deliveries guided India home in the
second. Abhishek Sharma then
produced the standout innings of the

series so far, smashing 113 off just 38
balls as India chased 199 in only 13.2
overs.New Zealand's bowlers have
struggled to contain India's attack.
Ferguson conceded 34 runs in three
overs in the first T20I and 37 in three
overs in the second, while Henry gave
away 57 runs in 3.4 overs in the opener.
Mitchell Santner was a rare bright spot,
taking 4/21 in the second match.

Fisher is the direct replacement for
Ferguson in the squad. New Zealand

also have Adam Milne, Jacob Dufty, Zak
Foulkes, Nathan Smith and Blair
Tickner as pace options. The final
combination will depend on team
balance, with Henry already due to miss
the remaining T20Is under his workload
plan. Kyle Jamieson is scheduled to
remain in Wellington for Canterbury's
Ford Trophy.

A 15-year-old in the WPL too:
Meet Uma Kashvi, Delhi
Capitals' latest sensation

New Delhi.(Agency)

Indian cricket has a way of finding its next big story
when you least expect it.
For much of 2025,
Vaibhav Sooryavanshi
captured the imagination
with his remarkable rise.
At 15, he has already
made his India debut.
While the young batter
continues to chase
bigger dreams, another
teenager has quietly
begun carving out her
own place in Indian
cricket.

October 28 will always be a special date for Uma
Kashvi. At the Grand Hyatt in Kochi, amid the
excitement of the Women's Premier League (WPL)
2027 auction, the Karnataka teenager became the
youngest player ever to be bought at the tournament.
Delhi Capitals secured her services for Rs 10 lakh,
opening the door to a new chapter in her cricketing
journey.At 15 years and 202 days, Kashvi broke the
record previously held by Deeya Yadav, who was 16
when she became the youngest player to be bought ata
WPL auction last year. The milestone has put Kashvi in
the spotlight, but her journey has been years in the
making. From piling up runs in age-group cricket to
testing herself against older players, she has steadily
built a reputation as a cricketer to watch.However, her
WPL debut may have to wait. Kashvi is part of India's
Under-19 World Cup plans, with the tournament
scheduled to be held in Bangladesh and Nepal during a
period that overlaps with the WPL.WPL 2027 Auction
HighlightsAt the NICE Cricket Arena in Bengaluru,
where Kashvi trains, the news came as a pleasant
surprise. Even for those who have followed her
development closely, the speed at which she has
reached this milestone has been striking. Her coach,
Arjun Dev, was among those taken aback when Delhi
Capitals called her name.
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US Fed keeps rates
unchanged despite
concerns over
inflation, signals
hikes ahead

New Delhi.(Agency)

The Federal Reserve held interest
rates steady on Wednesday, as
expected, opting to delay any
changes to borrowing costs until
after next week's US midterm
elections and awaiting further
data on the path of inflation.

In a 10-2 decision, the US central
bank said it would maintain its
benchmark interest rate within
the current 3.75 per cent-4.00 per
cent range while acknowledging
that inflation "remains elevated,"
upgrading its assessment of the
economy, and hinting that further
rate hikes may be coming
depending on the performance of
inflation."The accumulation of
more information will help the
Committee determine the policy
stance appropriate to ensure a
timely return of inflation to the
Committee's 2 per cent goal," the
rate-setting Federal Open Market
Committee said in its latest
policy statement. "The
Committee will deliver price
stability."Fed Governor Lisa
Cook, currently targeted by
President Donald Trump for
removal from the central bank,
dissented in favour of a quarter-
percentage-point rate hike, as did
Cleveland Fed President Beth
Hammack, a consistently
hawkish voice who also
dissented in July for the same
reason.

TVS Motor to demerge
consumer finance
business
MUMBAI.(Agency)

The board of TVS Motor
Company, part of the TVS Venu
Group, on Wednesday approved
the demerger of its consumer
finance and related businesses
into a separate entity, Harita
ARC Ltd. It also approved the
merger of its wholly owned
subsidiary, TVS Motor Services
Ltd, with TVS Motor Company.
Under the composite scheme of
arrangement, the company’s
consumer finance and related
activities, including lending,
investments, leasing and
associated support services, will
be transferred to Harita ARC.
Shareholders of TVS Motor will
receive an equal number of
shares in the resulting company,
allowing them to participate in
the future growth of both the
mobility and consumer finance
businesses.The consumer
finance business recorded a
turnover of Rs 3,921 crore in the
first six months of FY27,
compared with TVS Motor’s
total turnover of Rs 35,770
crore during the period.

Govt notifies more GST
reform measures,
expands reverse-charge
coverage

NEW DELHL(Ajency)

The Central Board of Indirect
Taxes and Customs (CBIC) has
notified a series of amendments
to the Goods and Services Tax
(GST) framework, expanding
reverse-charge provisions for
specified categories of waste and
scrap and updating compliance
requirements. Most changes will
take effect from November 1,
2026, while some e-invoicing
amendments will come into force
from January 1, 2027.

The government has notified the
Central Goods and Services Tax
(CGST) (Amendment) Rules,
2026, covering e-commerce
registration, registration
procedures, returns, the
composition levy and various
GST forms. The amendments will
take effect from different dates,
with November 1, 2026, being
the general commencement date
unless otherwise specified.

It has also amended e-invoicing
provisions to cover specified
supplies received from
unregistered persons under the
Reverse Charge Mechanism
(RCM) and imports of services,
in addition to business-to-
business (B2B) supplies and
exports. These changes will take
effect from January 1, 2027.
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Jio is the fifth most valuable telecom company
in the world: Know which are ahead of it

New Delhi.(Agency)

Jio Platforms has achieved a milestone in the
global telecom industry on the day after
listing on the stock exchange. With a market
cap of $137.3 billion, or approximately X13.1
lakh crore, the company has become the
world’s fifth most valuable telecom company.
In this regard, Jio has overtaken Germany’s
leading telecom company, Deutsche
Telekom. With Jio’s entry, the Indian telecom
sector’s position in the global market has
strengthened. However, Jio’s valuation
remains quite high compared to the world’s
largest telecom companies.Bloomberg data
show, China Mobile is the world’s largest
telecom company with a market cap of
$220.3 billion. Verizon of the US is second
with a market cap of $182.1 billion while T-
Mobile US is third with a market cap of

$157.5 billion.
Jio’s digital business

The nature of Jio Platforms’ business is
considered a key driver of its valuation. The
company provides digital connectivity and

traditional telecom companies.

digital services across the country. Its 4G and
5G network-based services and its own
digital platform differentiate it from

Many of the world’s largest telecom
companies have been in business for a long
time and have legacy 2G and 3G network

According to analysts, this is

infrastructure. In contrast, Jio’s business is
relatively new compared to its competitors.

management has to live up to.

Leading telecom companies by market cap
China Mobile: $220.3 billion

Verizon: $182.1 billion

T-Mobile US: $157.5 billion

AT&T: $141.1 billion

Jio Platforms: $137.3 billion

Deutsche Telekom: $135.5 billion

Jio’s P/E against global telecom giants

The price-to-earnings (P/E) multiple of Jio
Platforms provides an understanding of its
valuation. Based on Wednesday’s market cap
and fiscal 2026 net profit, the company has a
P/E multiple of 43.5. In comparison, the P/E
multiple of the world’s leading telecom
companies ranges from 8 to 14. This means
that Jio’s valuation is significantly higher
than these companies. This may be due to
market expectations regarding the company’s
digital business and future growth prospects.

a key J10’s closest competitor in India, Bharti

differentiator for Jio which is attracting a Airtel, has a P/E multiple of 45.6. This puts

higher valuation. This valuation reflects
investors’ expectations about the company’s
future growth and earnings, which the

Jio’s P/E slightly lower than Airtel’s, but both
Indian companies have high valuations
compared to global telecom companies.

Can Indian employees sue companies
over layoffs without notice

New Delhi.(Agency)

Can a company fire you without notice, eliminated. Amazon, meanwhile, cut up business reasons, but that does not

and can you sue if it does? The
question has gained urgency as
employees across the
technology sector describe
losing their jobs through sudden
termination emails, unexpected
HR meetings and the
withdrawal of access to
workplace systems.The latest
example comes from Innodata,
where employees who said they
were affected by layoffs
described how they were
informed that their roles had
become redundant, lost access to
work systems and received termination
letters later.On Reddit, auser identifying
themselves as a process analyst said
employees were called into a suddenly
scheduled HR meeting and told their
positions were being eliminated because
amajor client had reduced its volume of
work.The user alleged that employees
were muted during the meeting, lost
access to Microsoft Office applications
within an hour and received termination
letters on their personal email accounts
later that day. Another user identifying
themselves as an Al analyst said job cuts
were taking place across India, the US
and the Philippines as part of a
project.The pattern is not limited to
Innodata. Oracle employees have also
reported receiving early-morning
termination emails, with some saying
their access to workplace systems was

withdrawn around the time they were
informed their roles had been

to 250 jobs in its devices and services
unit on October 28, with employees
notified by text messages and emails
early that morning, reported news
agency Reuters.These developments
highlight ho quickly employees can find
themselves out of a job, sometimes with
little time to prepare for the financial and
professional consequences. The Reddit
accounts relating to Innodata have not
been independently verified, and the
circumstances of individual
terminations can differ.

But they raise an importan question for
employees facing sudden job cuts: does
a company have the right to terminate
employment immediately, and what
legal remedies are available if it fails to
provide the notice, pay or compensation
required under the applicable law or
employment contract?Legal experts say

companies can restructure operations
and reduce their workforce for genuine

automatically exempt them from
their legal and contractual
obligations.Indian law
recognises an employer's right to
reorganise its operations,
rationalise costs and reduce its
workforce in response to genuine
commercial requirements.
However, the existence of a
legitimate business reason does
not confer an unrestricted right to
terminate employment without
complying with applicable legal
and contractual obligations,” said
Akanksha Dua, Partner at Obhan
Mason.

CAN A COMPANY FIRE YOU
WITHOUTNOTICE?

A company may have a genuine
business reason to cut jobs, but that does
not automatically mean it can disregard
notice periods or other employment
obligations. Whether an employee can
be terminated with immediate effect
depends on the employment contract,
the employee’s actual duties, length of
service and the labour laws applicable to
the case.An employer may be able to
terminate employment immediately by
paying salary in lieu of notice where the
contract and applicable law permit it.
For eligible workers covered by the
Industrial Relations Code, 2020,
retrenchment may also trigger statutory
requirements relating to notice,
compensation and procedure.

Rs 540 to Rs 1,683 extra per
month: How much will your
salary rise after DA hike

New Delhi.(Agency)

The Union Cabinet has approved a 3-percentage-point
hike in Dearness Allowance (DA) for central
government employees and Dearness Relief (DR) for
pensioners. The increase will take the rates from 60%
to 63% of basic pay and pension, respectively, bringing
additional money to their monthly income ahead of
Diwali.The decision will benefit around 48 lakh central
government employees and 68 lakh pensioners.
Announcing the decision after the Cabinet meeting on
Wednesday, October 28, Union Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw described the increase as a Diwali gift from
Prime Minister Narendra Modi. The hike will have a
financial implication of Rs 10,016 crore.

HOW MUCH WILLYOUR SALARY INCREASE

AFTER THE DAHIKE?

The actual increase will depend on an employee's basic
pay and pay level. Since DA is calculated as a
percentage of basic pay, those earning a higher basic
salary will receive a larger monthly increase.
According to BankBazaar, at Level 1, an employee
earning Rs 18,000 will receive an additional Rs 540
each month, adding up to Rs 6,480 over 12 months. At
Level 2, the monthly gain will be Rs 597, taking the
annual increase to Rs 7,164.At Level 3, the extra Rs
651 per month will amount to Rs 7,812 a year. For
employees at Level 4, with a basic pay of Rs 25,500,
the monthly increase will be Rs 765, or Rs 9,180
annually.

Sensex, Nifty trade higher after US Fed holds

Rupee rises 11 paise to 95.17

rates; crude oil remains a concern

NEW DELHI.(Ajency)

Stock market opened on a cautious note on
Thursday, October 29, but moved higher in
early trade after the US Federal Reserve kept
interest rates unchanged, as expected. Elevated
crude oil prices and continued foreign investor
outflows, however, remain key concerns for the
market. At around 9.33 am, the BSE Sensex
was trading at 73,405.12, up 159.09 points or
0.22%. The NSE Nifty 50 rose 39.65 points, or

0.17%, to 22,738.50.The Nifty had opened at
22,690.65, while the Sensex started the session
at 73,268.47. The early gains came despite
crude oil prices remaining elevated, with Brent
crude trading at $113.97 per barrel, down
1.17%, and WTI crude at $101.43, down
1.31%.

ITSTOCKS LEAD GAINS

IT stocks were among the key supports for the
market in early trade. The Nifty IT index rose
0.65%, with TCS gaining 1.19%, Infosys
advancing 0.66%, HCLTech rising 0.69% and
Tech Mahindra up 0.39%.0ther major gainers
included Adani Ports, which rose 2.33%,
Power Grid, up 1.47%, and NTPC, which

gained 1.13%. Reliance Industries advanced
1.02%, while Titan rose 0.95%.However, the
market's gains remained uneven. Larsen &
Toubro fell 0.82%, Trent declined 1.72%,
Maruti slipped 0.74% and Bajaj Finserv lost
0.84%.Broader markets traded in positive
territory, with the Nifty Midcap 100 rising
0.21% and the Nifty Smallcap 100 gaining
0.30%. India VIX, the market volatility gauge,
fell 0.58%to 16.15, indicating a slight easing in
near-term nervousness.Among sectoral
indices, Nifty PSU Bank rose 0.66%, while
media gained 0.58% and pharma advanced
0.31%. Metal, financial services and private
bank indices also traded higher. Auto and realty
stocks were among the weaker pockets, while
FMCG and chemicals remained under
pressure.

US FED HOLDS RATES; FOREIGN
FLOWS, OILIN FOCUS

The US Federal Reserve kept interest rates
unchanged on Wednesday, as expected,
delaying any changes to borrowing costs while
it awaits further inflation data. The Fed said
inflation remained elevated.Dr V K
Vijayakumar, Chief Investment Strategist at
Geojit Investments Limited, said the decision
was mildly positive for global equity markets,
but added that India continued to face
significant headwinds.He pointed to the US 10-
year bond yield hovering around 5%, elevated
crude prices and foreign investor flows as
factors weighing on the domestic market. He
also said foreign money could continue to
favour artificial intelligence-related stocks in
markets such as South Korea and Taiwan,
rather than Indian equities.

against US dollar in early trade

MUMBAL(Ajency)

The rupee appreciated 11 paise to 95.17
against the US dollar in early trade on
Thursday amid a slight easing of the
American currency following the US
Federal Reserve's policy announcement.
The US Fed kept interest rates
unchanged at 3.75 per cent—4.00 per cent
as widely expected, but the market
reaction turned mildly dollar-negative,
forex traders said.At the interbank
foreign exchange market, the rupee
opened at 95.20, then gained
ground and touched 95.17
against the US dollar,
registering a rise of 11 paise
over its previous close.On
Wednesday, the rupee closed
at 95.28 against the American
currency.According to
traders, elevated crude oil
prices and firm US yields
remain headwinds for the
local unit. While foreign
exchange reserves of around
USD 721 billion, recent
improvement in portfolio
flows and the RBI's presence in the
market provide support."We therefore
see a gradual upward bias in USDINR
within the range, rather than evidence of
a disorderly move," said Anindya
Banerjee, Head of Commodity and
Currency Research, Kotak NEO.

The Fed's pause has left markets highly
sensitive to incoming data: stronger
inflation could reinforce expectations of
a December hike, while softer numbers
could offer relief to bullion and
emerging-market currencies.
Meanwhile, the dollar index, which
gauges the greenback's strength againsta
basket of six currencies, was trading at
102.15, lower by 0.04 per cent.

Brent crude, the global oil benchmark,
was trading lower by 1.03 per cent at
USD 114.13 per barrel in futures trade.

On the domestic equity market front,
Sensex rose 163.03 points to 73,409.06,
while Nifty gained 40.40 points to
22,739.25.Foreign Institutional
Investors (FIIs) bought equities worth Rs
871.83 crore on a net basis on
Wednesday, according to exchange data.
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Reveals Shikhar Pahariya Took
Break From Studies In London To
Stand By Her After Sridevi's Death

Janhvi Kapoor is set to appear on filmmaker Karan Johar’s chat show Koffee

o

b

i
o

With Karan 9 alongside her Sunny Sanskari Ki Tulsi Kumari co-star, Varun
Dhawan. In the upcoming episode, the actress reportedly spoke about the
support she received from her rumoured boyfriend, Shikhar Pahariya, following
the death of her mother, veteran actor Sridevi, in February 2018.
Janhvi Kapoor talks about her beau Shikhar Pahariya
Janhvi Kapoor and Shikhar Pahariya have been linked romantically for years, but
the two have largely kept their relationship private. Their appearances together
at family functions, festive celebrations and public events have often sparked
speculation about their equation. According to Indian Express, Janhvi recalled
during the episode that Shikhar, who was studying in London at the time, took
time away from his studies and returned to be near her during the difficult period.
Although the two were not officially dating then, he wanted to be around in case

she needed him. When Karan Johar asked Janhvi if she always knew Shikhar
was her “endgame", the actress reflected on how he stood by her during one of
the most difficult phases of her life.She said, “I think he was studying in London,
he took like half a semester off. He came to Bombay and he used to stay in town
with his dad then, and he moved to his, which I only found out much later, he
moved to his friend’s house in Juhu for like a month. Not that [ was seeing him
every day or anything like that, but later on I just found out that he was like, no, in
case she needs me, I just want to be around." Veteran actress Sridevi passed away
on February 24, 2018, at the age of 54 in Dubai, where she had attended a family
wedding. Authorities later confirmed that her death was caused by accidental
drowning in her hotel bathtub. Her mortal remains were brought to Mumbai on
February 27, and her funeral was held the following day, with film industry |
members and thousands of fans gathering to pay their final respects. i

\oushla Sharma

Pregnant? Netizens Speculate After
Mumbai Appearance With Virat Kohl

B ollywood actress Anushka Sharma has sparked

SVP Stadium, in Mumbai’s Worli area on Sunday,
October 25. The couple was also seen at the Gateway of
India before heading to the spiritual music event.

Videos circulating on social media show Anushka
clapping and singing along to the
devotional chants, with Virat
seated beside her. Their
appearance quickly caught the
attention of fans, with speculation
about the actress’s pregnancy
emerging online.

Reacting to one of the videos, one of
the users asked, “Anushka is
pregnant again?" Another wrote,
“Is it only me who thinks that
Anushka Sharma is pregnant?"
Meanwhile, a user joked,
“Anushka ko bhi Twitter se hi pata
chalta hoga ki voh pregnant
hai."However, it should also be
noted that despite the online
chatter, there has been no official

confirmation from the couple regarding the possibility

of a third child. Anushka Sharma and Virat Kohli tied
the knot in December 2017. The couple welcomed their
daughter, Vamika, in January 2021, followed by their

son, Akaay, in February 2024.

speculation about a possible third pregnancy
after she was recently spotted with cricketer
husband Virat Kohli in Mumbai. After videos of the

couple’s outing surfaced on social media, several users
started to wonder whether the actress is expecting
another child. However, neither Anushka nor Virat has
confirmed the pregnancy rumours.It all started after
Anushka and Virat were spotted attending American
devotional singer Krishna Das’ live kirtan at the Dome,
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When Neetu Kapoor Described The
Ideal Woman For Ranbir Kapoor: 'Jo
Needle Ke Saath Mends The Family’

anbir Kapoor and Alia Bhatt are one of the
most beloved couples in Bollywood.

owever, when Ranbir was single, his
mother and veteran actress Neetu Kapoor
described what the ideal girl for her son should be
like.As Ranbir appeared on veteran actress Simi
Garewal’s show ‘Simi Selects India’s Most
Desirable’, Neetu shared that the right girl for her
son should be like a
needle and not a scissor,
keeping the family
together.During the
show, Neetu shared a
video message for
Ranbir, in which she
said, “There are two
kinds of girls, one who
comes with scissors,
and one who comes
with a needle. Scissors
is the one who breaks
the family, or jo needle
ke sath aati hai that kind
of mends the family
together, makes sure the
family stays together.
And that’s the girl I
would like."For those who do not know, Ranbir
tied the knot with actress Alia Bhatt on April 14,
2022, after dating for some time. The couple
welcomed their first child, daughter Raha, on
November 6,2022.

Previously, when Neetu appeared on ‘Koffee With

Karan’, Karan Johar asked her to give special
relationship advice to Ranbir and Alia. When KJo
asked Neetu about the one thing from her marriage
with Rishi Kapoor that she wished Alia and Ranbir
to adopt, Neetu replied, “Nothing. Because in
today’s day and age, do what you want to do. Just
be happy. And also, every generation is different.
What I went through, I can’t expect them to do the
same thing, so they know their own vibe."Neetu
and Rishi Kapoor got married in a traditional
ceremony in 1980. The couple welcomed a girl,
Riddhima, in 1980, followed by a boy, Ranbir, in
1982. However, Rishi Kapoor passed away in
April 2020 after a two-year battle with leukaemia.

'l Was Born Under
Dictatorship, | Don't
Expect...": Elnaaz Norouzi On
Bollywood's Political Silence

he CJP student protests and the CEC

protests at Jantar Mantar reignited

conversations around Bollywood’s
reluctance to weigh in on political issues, raising
questions about whether actors have a
responsibility to speak out on matters beyond
cinema. Actors like Prakash Raj, Swara Bhasker
and Naseeruddin Shah directly addressed the
industry’s silence.But Elnaaz Norouzi believes
that the choice to speak up is completely personal.
A strong poltical voice, during the 2022 protests
in Iran, she expressed solidarity with
demonstrators opposing the country’s
compulsory hijab laws. She also posted a video of
herself removing her clothes until she was topless
as a protest against restrictions on women’s
bodily autonomy.Speaking exclusively to
News18, she says, “I advocate the fact that
nobody should be forced to do anything — what
they wear, what they do and what they talk about.
In Iran, we were forced to do a lot of things we
didn’t want to do. If someone wants to wear a
hijab or make-up, please let them wear it. If
someone doesn’t want to, please let them be."

She believes actors too aren’t obligated to raise
their voice. “One should be free to do what they
want to. Don’t tell an actor what to do. If an actor
decides to talk about their political views and
speak up about something, I thank them because
that’s helping all of us. But if an actor isn’t
politically well-read or isn’t into politics, then
just let them do their job, which is acting," Elnaaz
remarks.Stressing on the pressure on actors to
break their silence, she asserts, “Let artists be
artists. Why don’t we go to doctors and force
them to talk about political issues? Yes, actors and
artists influence. But that’s also why they
shouldn’t talk about something if they don’t have
full information as they may wrongly influence
people.”




New Delhi, Friday , 30 October 2026

@rl‘d”'"s

Of all the sights nature offers, whale watching

never ceases to inspire and thrill us. The best
whale watching experiences are worth
travelling the world for, and can be enjoyed
from land and from sea. The size of the whale,
as well as its graceful movements and epic
migrations, bewitch us. To watch their lively
social interactions, intricate ways of
communicating and agile play is to catch a

glimpse of the natural world at work.
You can view these gentle giants—and there are

many species, from blue whales to humpback
and minky whales (the Baleen species), to
sperm, orca and pilot whales (the toothed whale
species)—from locations in 40 countries as they
migrate the globe to mate, calve and follow the
blooming plankton that they feed on.

& Orecas off Vancouver Island

Orcas (Killer Whales like the famous ocean mammal
celebrity, Shamu) are the most popular residents
around Vancouver Island, joined in the migrating
season by humpbacks and grey whales. Agile orcas
have a range of interesting behaviours, which range
from the frolic-and-shake to the-spray, the tail-slap, the
jump-and-flop and the show-off-Shamu-leap, but they
are always entertaining. Their smaller size means
orcas are more playful than other whales and brave
visitors can kayak amongst them, though be prepared
to get sprayed or splashed! Other harbour residents are
the harbour seals, porpoises and sea lions.

D | Humpback whales in Madagascar
Between June and September Humpback whales grace
the waters around Isle Sainte Marie to give birth to and
raise their calves in the warm waters, and their
booming, melodic calls permeate the oceans quiet.
Whales surround the island and even travel through the
narrow channel that separates Isle Sainte Marie from
mainland Madagascar, so you can get an excellent
view of'their graceful, 30-ton passage, but you can also
get closer by taking a boat trip out amongst the pods.
When feeding, whales gather in groups to herd
plankton together and trap blooms while animals feed
individually. This is an awe inspiring sight to behold,
as is the whales frolicking play and the mothers' gentle

direction as the calves continue their first migration.
Orchids and lemur-covered mango and palm trees
cover Isle Sainte Marie and its outlying reefs make ita
fantastic place to dive and snorkel.
A Whales of Antarctica

For animal lovers with an adventurous streak, this
stark, angular backdrop of glaciers, icebergs,
mountain peaks and unpredictable seas provides the
perfect wilderness setting for whale and wildlife
watching. Fin, sei, humpback, orca, and minke whales
live in these chilly waters as well as several seal and
dolphin species, penguin colonies and other _

LIFESTYLE
best v hale watchmg

these southern most polar bears and their animal
contemporaries. The best times to see polar bears is
between January and April, the best time for whale
watching is between June and August, and the best time
to see the Northern Lights is between September and
October and January through May.
& Bay of Fundy's whales

Bay of Fundy is a very natural, unspoilt location for
whale watching. The islands and coastline surrounding
the bay is a wilderness, and the tides are the world's
most variable - in some places up to 14 metres
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D\ Humpback migration in Hervey Ba
Hervey Bay calls itself the whale watching capital of the
world, which may be an overstatement, but it is definitely
one of the most popular whale watching spots. It's on the
migration route for Humpbacks between the cold waters of
the Antarctic and the warmer tropical waters off Queensland
where they calve. Part of the spots popularity must be due to
the calves and mums on their way home. Humpbacks are the
whale world's most playful and most vocal, and this is one of
a whale's most frisky times, so the frolicking, breaching and
tail and fin slapping that people enjoy seeing happens here
frequently. Humpbacks are also huge - the worlds fifth
largest animal. I read statistics saying they're the size of
twelve elephants. There are a lot of companies operating in
this small area and the bay can be busy. The marine park is
also home to dolphins, dugongs and sea turtles.
Q  Whale watching in Tromso
This beautiful coastal region fringed with fjords, glaciers
and arctic mountain scenery is a pristine whale watching
setting. The ocean around Tromso is deep near the
continental shelf, and the churning waters there create a
breeding ground for whale food and herrings, which draws
Humpbacks, Killer Whales, Minke, Orcas and Fin Whales.
Regular operators have counted more than 600 Killer
Whales in the waters around Lofoten and most pods travel in
large groups, so you have a good chance of seeing twenty or
more whales at a time. If you want to get close up, go with an
operator with a zodiac. They're easy to manoeuvre, but you
may get nudged around by a whale, so make sure they also
provide waterproof suits. Whale watchers are also likely to
come across dolphins, otters and seals. Top off your
experience by seeing the truly magical Northern Lights in
one of Norway's traditional west coast villages with wooden
houses. If you stay in Tromso you can also visit the worlds
most northern brewery.
4 Digby Neck's whale migration

Digby is a long narrow rocky peninsular on the tip of
Canada, with the Atlantic Ocean on one side and a protected
bay on the other, and is a great spot to watch the annual
whale migrations. Many different types of whales pass
along this coast and rest here to snack on the

hardy seabirds.
& The humpbacks in Tonga

Jump into the sapphire waters of the South
Pacific Ocean and swim with one of the
most majestic and impressive creatures of
the sea. Patience is the key to interacting
with the humpback; mothers protecting
calves might avoid your path while curious
juveniles will come out and investigate.
Encounters can last a few minutes or a few
hours but will prove to be unforgettable no
matter the length. Don't forget to admire the
coral reefs of these waters, which are
equally as remarkable. Tours are available

between July and October.

A Wildlife of Canada's Arctic region
Polar bears, arctic foxes, caribou, snowshoe ||
hare, beluga whales, wolves, moose and
seals are just some of the animals that thrive
in the freezing tundra and pack ice of
northern Canada and the Arctic Circle. They
have adapted to the seasonal environment and take
advantage of both the winters, when much of the bay
freezes and polar bears hunt on the ice, and the warmer
weather when the ice melts revealing salt marshes that
support huge water fowl nurseries. Visitors to the
region will also be wowed by the Northern Lights and
impressed by the vast, silent, open, untouched spaces.
Canada's polar bears are a dangerous lot and have
been known to hunt the gentle beluga whale as well as
seals and walruses. Much of this region is too far north
and too frozen to have been seriously effected by
logging or mining, so 90 percent of it remains in its
virgin state. It is only in recent years that concerns
about the bay being frozen for shorter periods have
caused conservationists to worry about the habitat of

Must-visits in
Andaman and Nicobar ==

Aperfect summer getaway, Andaman and Nicobar, is
an archipelago at the confluence of the Bay of Bengal
and Andaman Sea. With an array of thrilling water
sports, leisure facilities, and a host of activities, a
vacation in Andaman and Nicobar can be as relaxed
or filled with adventure as you'd like it to be. The
weather is temperate most of the year and the best
time to visit is between December-May. If you're
planning to head here in this summer break then
here's a pick of outdoorsy things which will keep you

busy.

Radhanagar Beach, Havelock Island

Beach number 7 (or more commonly known as
Radhanagar Beach) was bestowed with the title of 'Asia's
Best Beach' in 2004 by the TIME magazine. Known for
its picturesque sunset, white sand and turquoise blue
waters, the beach is a very popular hub lying on the
western coast of Havelock Island. There's a watersports
centre at the beach where visitors can hire snorkelling
and scuba equipment and boats.

marine life teaming from the warmer waters
of the bay. Digby Neck is on the route of
minke, humpback, right, pilot and blue
whales. Sea birds are also attracted to the
peninsular by the abundance of food, and bird
watchers will be impressed with the variety of
bird life. The tides of Digby Neck's bay are
some of the world's most dramatic, and when
the icebergs on the bay have risen up higher
than the level of the docks, it's a truly unique
sight. Visitors brave the powerful swell
| through the mouth of the bay to the best whale
watching spots on the tip of the peninsular or
else take to the open seas to get up close to the
whales. The best time to meet the whales at
Digby Neck is between May and October
when you will hopefully catch the boys at
their most playful while they perform all
kinds of leaping and splashing antics while

difference (the literature says one hundred billion
tonnes of sea water rolls in and out of the bay each day.)
This constant churning of water creates excellent
conditions for plankton blooms, and baleen whales
especially find plenty to feed on. Scientists have seen
fifteen different whale species in the Bay of Fundy, the
largest (and I think the most unusual) are the Finbacks
who are known for tall spouting. Lucky whale watchers
will also see Humpbacks, Minkes, Sei Whales and
North Atlantic Right Whales, which are one of the
world's most endangered species and are known to mate
in the bay. Other kinds of whales are known to drop in
from time to time including the world's biggest animal,
the Blue Whale. You can also see the occasional
Basking Shark or Porpoise. The food is best during
Summer.

Havelock Island at the Andamans is the most popular spot
for scuba diving. Home to one of the richest coral reef
ecosystem in the world, the waters here are pristine, and
teeming with diverse marine life. There are two diving
operators on Havelock—Barefoot Scuba and Dive
India—which provide wannabe divers with training and
all the requisite equipment. Both the operators are PADI
(Professional Association of Diving Instructors) certified

dive centres.
Mangrove creek, Baratang Island

Baratang Island is located about 100 kilometres away
from the Port Blair city and offers a boat-safari, amidst the

trying to attract a mate.
& Whale Sharks of Ningaloo Reef

Swim in clear, warm waters with the majestic, gentle giant,
the Whale Shark. The Ningaloo Reefis one of the few places
in the world where Whale Sharks regularly visit in large
numbers. It is also close to the shore and shallow enough for
people to snorkel safely. These spotted leviathans feed on
the coral spawn which happens on mass during April and
July, and aren't at all what you would anticipate from their
name.

Though up to 12 metres in length, Whale Sharks don't have
the shark's signature sharp teeth and are generally good
tempered around people. Other smaller and less friendly
sharks are also common in the area, including the dangerous
Tiger Shark and the well camouflaged, nocturnal
Wobbegong.

nature-made tunnel of thick mangrove plantations. A
variety of exotic birds can be spotted along the lush
trail of dense tree knots and canopies. This mangrove
creek leads to the magnificent Lime Stone Caves, for
which you must carry a torch with you.

Baratang Island is located about 100 kilometres
away from the Port Blair city and offers a boat-safari,
amidst the nature-made tunnel of thick mangrove
plantations. A variety of exotic birds can be spotted
along the lush trail of dense tree knots and canopies.
This mangrove creek leads to the magnificent Lime
Stone Caves, for which you must carry a torch with
you.

North Bay Beach, Port Blair

Located just 15 minutes away from the Rajiv Gandhi
Water Sports Complex, the North Bay Beach offers
one of the easiest water sports—Sea-walking—in
Andaman and Nicobar. Walking barefoot on the base
of the sea offers you an exquisite view of rich
marine-life and the corals. If you're heading to
Andaman and Nicobar, don't miss this. Skilled life
guards accompany you underwater, to ensure
maximum safety.

Best time of the day to visit: Morning and afternoon.
Required equipment: A transparent helmet, which
pumps the oxygen in from an oxygen cylinder kept
in the pontoon.

Mt. Harriet, the Andamans

This trek stretches up 16 kilometres starting from
Mt. Harriet to Madhuban, winding across a
picturesque terrain. Expect to see exotic birds and
rare plants along the lush trail. Taking a guide along
is highly recommended. Tents and all the trekking
equipment are available on hire from the Andaman
Teal House. Do not forget to acquire food, water,
torch, and first aid, before you start. The best time to
go hiking here is November-April.

Rajiv Gandhi Water Sports Complex, Port Blair
Located in the heart of Port Blair, the Rajiv Gandhi
Water Sports Complex offers an array of aqua-
sports: banana rides, jet skiing, parasailing, speed
boat rides, rowboat paddling, you name it! This
ought to be your first pit-stop in the Andamans. The
Centre is well-equipped with changing rooms, and
trained staffto ensure safety.




