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K I S H T WA R : T h e
Department of Social
Welfare Kishtwar,
through its Child Help
Desk (CHD) team, on
Saturday organised two
awareness and communi-
ty outreach programmes
under Mission Vatsalya
here. The initiative aimed
at generating widespread
awareness about child
rights, child protection
and child safety, while
strengthening community
participation in creating a
safe, secure and child-
friendly environment. The
CHD team sensitised
members of the public
about the key provisions
of the Protection of
Children from Sexual
Offences (POCSO) Act,
2012, the prevention of
child marriage and the
importance of educating
children about Good
Touch and Bad Touch.
The outreach activities
also highlighted the role
of parents, guardians and
community members in
recognising early warning
signs of abuse and ensur-
ing the safety and protec-
tion of children. Special

emphasis was laid on
Child Helpline 1098,
informing the public
about its availability as an
essential support and
response mechanism for
children in distress and
those in need of care and
protection. The partici-
pants were encouraged to
promptly report cases of
child abuse, exploitation,
child marriage and other
violations of child rights
to the appropriate authori-
ties. Through direct inter-
action, public sensitisation

and dissemination of child
protection information,
the activities sought to
strengthen grassroots-
level awareness and
encourage collective vigi-
lance and responsibility
towards safeguarding
children. The initiative
forms part of the
Department's continued
efforts under Mission
Vatsalya to strengthen
community-based child
protection mechanisms,
promote awareness of
statutory safeguards and

facilitate access to care,
support and protection
services for vulnerable
children. The Department
of Social Welfare reiterat-
ed its commitment to
ensuring the effective
implementation of child
protection initiatives in
the district and called
upon parents, educational
institutions, community
representatives and the
general public to work col-
lectively towards building
a safe, supportive and
child-friendly society.

New Delhi: With just
two days remaining to sub-
mit claims and objections
under the Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) of electoral
rolls, Delhi has recorded
over 3.95 lakh applications
for voter enrolment, dele-
tions, corrections and
address changes during
the ongoing exercise,
according to the latest data
released by the Office of
the Chief Electoral Officer
(CEO) on Wednesday. The
figures show that 2,71,639
Form 6 applications for
fresh voter enrolment were
received across the
Capital’s 13 electoral dis-
tricts between August 31
and October 27. During the
same period, 1,02,149
Form 8 applications were
submitted for corrections
to existing electoral entries
and changes of address,
while 20,654 Form 7 appli-

cations were received for
objections to the inclusion
or deletion of names.

Another 477 Form 6A appli-
cations were filed, taking
the total number of applica-
tions received during the
period to 3,94,919. West
Delhi recorded the highest
number of fresh enrolment
applications, at 33,377, fol-
lowed by North West Delhi
with 27,341, East Delhi
with 26,212, South East

Delhi with 26,054 and
North East Delhi with
25,973. New Delhi district

recorded the lowest num-
ber of Form 6 applications,
at 4,851, followed by Old
Delhi with 11,547 and
Central Delhi with 11,892.
For corrections and
changes to existing elec-
toral entries, North East
Delhi topped the list with
13,373 Form 8 submis-

sions, followed by West
Delhi with 10,779, East
Delhi with 10,655 and
South West Delhi with
9,720. South West Delhi
recorded the highest num-
ber of Form 7 applications,
at 3,152, followed by South
Delhi with 2,820 and North
East Delhi with 2,501.
Outer North Delhi report-
ed the lowest number of
such applications, at 380.
The latest figures also indi-
cate that fresh voter enrol-
ment continues to account
for the largest share of
applications received dur-
ing the revision exercise,
with Form 6 submissions
constituting nearly 69% of
the total. The draft electoral
roll was published on
August 31, marking the
beginning of the claims and
objections period, which
will close on October 30.

The CEO’s office has
urged eligible residents to
verify their names in the
electoral rolls, which are
available online and at their
respective polling stations.
In its bulletin, the office
reiterated its objective of
ensuring that “No Eligible
Voter to be left out of
Electoral Roll”. According
to election authorities, all
claims and objections
received by October 30 will
be disposed of by
November 30. The final
electoral roll is scheduled
to be published on
December 4. Fraudsters
posed as company director
to siphon off are 22.56 lakh;
gold, items worth Rs 2.5
crore seized

Delhi records nearly 3.95 lakh voter
applications ahead of SIR deadline
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JAMMU: The Directorate of Fire &
Emergency Services Jammu & Kashmir
has issued a detailed fire safety advisory
for the general public ahead of Diwali,
urging citizens to celebrate the festival of
lights in a safe and responsible manner
by strictly adhering to prescribed fire pre-
vention measures. The advisory high-
lights that careless handling of firecrack-
ers, diyas, candles and electrical decora-
tions may lead to fire incidents and other
untoward occurrences, posing a threat to
human life and property. As part of the
safety guidelines, the public has been
advised to purchase firecrackers only
from licensed and authorised vendors
and ensure that the crackers are properly
packaged, labelled and carry the manu-
facturer's details and safety instructions.
People have been urged to use only legal-
ly permitted firecrackers and burst them
exclusively in open and designated
spaces, maintaining a safe distance from
residential buildings, vehicles, shops and
other combustible materials. The
Directorate has further advised people to
keep buckets filled with water or sand
and suitable fire extinguishers readily
available at celebration venues.
Firecrackers should be placed on stable
and flat surfaces, while children must use
them only under the close supervision of
responsible adults. Children, elderly per-

sons and pets should be kept at a safe dis-
tance from bursting areas. For personal
safety, citizens have been advised to wear
cotton clothes and closed footwear while
bursting firecrackers and avoid loose,
flowing and synthetic garments. Diyas
and candles should be placed on stable,

non-combustible surfaces, away from cur-
tains, decorations, exposed electrical
wires and other combustible materials.
Emphasising electrical safety, the adviso-
ry calls for using good-quality and proper-

ly insulated decorative lights, extension
boards and temporary wiring. People
have been cautioned against overloading
electrical sockets and advised to switch
off decorative lights and other unneces-
sary electrical appliances before going to
bed or leaving their premises. LPG cylin-

ders, cooking appliances and other
sources of ignition should also be kept
away from firecrackers and decorative
materials. The Directorate has also
issued specific precautions under the

'Dos and Don'ts' guidelines, advising peo-
ple not to purchase or use illegal, unla-
belled or unauthorised firecrackers, hold
crackers in their hands while lighting
them, or burst them in crowded places,
narrow lanes, balconies, rooftops,
indoors or enclosed spaces. Citizens have
been strictly advised against bursting
crackers near hospitals, schools, reli-
gious places, petrol pumps, LPG storage
areas and other sensitive establishments.
They should never attempt to relight
failed or unexploded firecrackers or
approach, touch or fiddle with them. Such
crackers should be kept away from peo-
ple and dealt with safely. The advisory
further cautions against throwing fire-
crackers towards people, animals, vehi-
cles or buildings, leaving burning diyas,
candles or incense sticks unattended,
using damaged electrical wires or over-
loaded extension boards and smoking or
using open flames near firecrackers or
their storage areas. The public has also
been advised to dispose of used firecrack-
ers only after ensuring that they are com-
pletely extinguished and never throw par-
tially burnt or unexploded crackers into
dustbins or near combustible waste. In
case of any fire incident, people have
been urged to immediately alert the Fire
& Emergency Services for timely assis-
tance.

Fire & Emergency Services J&K issues Safety Advisory

New Delhi: The
Delhi Government has
announced a special
financial assistance
scheme for persons
with disabilities requir-
ing high support, under
which eligible benefici-
aries would receive Rs
6,000 per month. Chief
Minister Rekha Gupta
said the initiative aims
to ensure dignity and
security for persons
with disabilities and
their families. Approved
earlier by the Delhi
Cabinet, the scheme
would be formally inau-
gurated tomorrow by
Union Home Minister
Amit Shah on the occa-
sion of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s birth-
day. The financial sup-
port would be directly
transferred to Aadhaar-
linked bank accounts of
beneficiaries and can
be used to cover the
cost of caregivers, ther-
apies, counselling,
assistive devices and
other essential servic-
es. According to the
Chief Minister, individ-

uals with at least 40 per
cent disability who are
certified as having
“High Support Needs”
— with a score between
60 and 100 by the
D i s t r i c t - l e v e l
Assessment Board —
would be eligible for
the scheme. Applicants
must also be residents
of Delhi for at least five
years, have a family
income below Rs 1 lakh
annually, and complete
Aadhaar-linked verifica-
tion. Registrations and
applications would be

processed online
through the govern-
ment’s e-District portal.
Calling the move a “his-
toric decision” for one
of the most vulnerable
sections of society,
Gupta said,  “This initia-
tive of our government
is dedicated to persons
with disabilities. We
aim to ensure they
receive the necessary
support and resources
to meet their essential
needs.”

Delhi govt announces Rs 6K monthly
aid for persons with disabilities

SWD Kishtwar organises child protection
awareness activities under Mission Vatsalya

DAHJ reviews physical,
financial progress under
Horticulture schemes

JAMMU: Director Animal Husbandry Jammu
(DAHJ) today reviewed the physical and financial
progress of departmental schemes and activities across
Jammu Division here at a meeting held in the
Conference Hall of the Directorate. The meeting was
attended by Chief Animal Husbandry Officers of Jammu
Division and the Livestock Development Officer- the
Nodal Officer for Pashu Aushadhi Vikray Kendras
(PAVKs). The officers reviewed the status of ongoing
activities, discussed implementation-related issues and
deliberated on measures required for timely progress
under the respective components. The meeting took
stock of regular schemes being implemented under UT
CAPEX; HADP projects, including P23, P25 and P28
components; construction works under UT CAPEX,
SASCI, HADP and NABARD; operationalisation of Pashu
Aushadhi officers reviewed the status of ongoing activi-
ties, discussed implementation-related issues and delib-
erated on measures required for timely progress under
the respective components. The meeting took stock of
regular Vikray Kendras (PAVKs) under CSS-LHDCP.
Emphasis was laid on close monitoring of physical and
financial achievements, timely execution of approved
activities and coordination among field officers and the
Directorate to address implementation bottlenecks. The
officers also discussed the progress of construction
works and the steps required for making PAVKs opera-
tional in accordance with the programme guidelines.
The Director stressed the importance of effective imple-
mentation of departmental schemes and directed the
concerned officers to maintain regular follow-up, ensure
proper documentation and accord due priority to the
objectives and timelines of each programme. 

NAME CHANGE
I, Khushal Lodhi S/o Nakul Singh
R/o House No- 320, Street No- 7,
Block- C, Brijpuri, Delhi- , PO- Gokal
Puri, Dist- Delhi- 110094, hereby
undertake that I, Khushal Lodhi want
to change my name to Kavya Lodhi
and Gender as FEMALE.

NAME CHANGE
I, No-9119698Y Rank-NK Name-
RAJINDER SINGH SARMAL resid-
ing at VILL-OMARA, SUNDLA,
UDHAMPUR, JAMMU & KASHMIR-
184205, have changed my father’s
name from OM PRAKASH to OM
PARKASH for all future purposes
vide Affidavit dated 13/11/2026
before Executive Magistrate,
Jammu and Kashmir.

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that I,
PRADEEP KUMAR SINGH S/O
RAM BABU SINGH R/O A-53,
Dakshin Puri, Ambedakar Nagar,
PO-Pushpa Bhawan, Dist-South
Delhi, Delhi-110062 declare that
name of my minor son has been
wrongly written as PRANJ in my
minor son PRANJ SINGH aged 12
years in his school records. The
actual name of my minor son is
PRANJ SINGH which may be
amended accordingly.

NAME CORRECTION
I, Azeem Khan, father and natural
guardian of my minor son, resident
of House No. D-320, Para,
Ambedkar Colony, Chhattarpur,
New Delhi – 110074, do hereby
solemnly declare that my son's
name is recorded as Mohammad
Ali Khan in the school records of
Ryan International School, Vasant
Kunj, New Delhi, whereas his cor-
rect name, as recorded in his Birth
Certificate and Aadhaar Card, is Ali
Khan. Accordingly, my son's name
shall be read and recorded as Ali
Khan instead of Mohammad Ali
Khan in all school records.
Henceforth, my son shall be known
as Ali Khan for all purposes.

PUBLIC NOTICE
GENERAL PUBLIC IS HEREBY
INFORMED THAT BACK CHAIN
OF "PLOT NO. 17, AREA MEA-
SURING 100 SQ. YDS., OUT OF
KHASRA NO. 31//19/4, SITUATED
AT MAUJA DABUA (DABUA
COLONY) TEHSIL & DISTT.
FARIDABAD HARYANA ("SAID
PROPERTY")" I.E. 1. CTC OF
JAMABANDI/INTKAL/KHATONI
ISSUED BY CONCERNED PAT-
WARI IN FAVOUR OF MR.
SUDESH KUMAR VIRMANI W/O
MR. DEENANATH, 2. ORIGINAL
SALE DEED DT. 19.05.1987 AS
DOC. NO. 2171 EXECUTED BY
MR. SUDESH KUMAR VIRMANI
IN FAVOUR OF MR. SURESH
KUMAR ALIAS SURESH ARORA
AND MR. RAMESH CHAND, 3.
ORIGINAL REGD. GPA, REGD.
WILL & ATS DT. 11.05.2026 EXE-
CUTED BY MR. DHARAMVIR
SINGH S/O MR. TEJ SINGH IN
FAVOUR OF MR. PANKAJ SHAR-
MA S/O MR. BABU RAM & 4. CTC
OF INTKAL ISSUED BY CON-
CERNED PATWARI IN FAVOUR
OF MR. PANKAJ SHARMA S/O
MR. BABU RAM HAVE BEEN
LOST BY THE CURRENT OWNER
MR. PANKAJ SHARMA WHO
ACQUIRED THE SAID PROPER-
TY VIDE REGD. GPA, REGD.
WILL & ATS DT. 11.05.2026 EXE-
CUTED BY MR. DHARAMVIR
SINGH. NOW MR. GYAN
PARKASH SINGH IS GOING TO
PURCHASE THE SAID PROPER-
TY, FROM OWNER / SELLER MR.
PANKAJ SHARMA, WHICH WILL
BE MORTGAGED WITH TRU
HOME FINANCE LIMITED AS
SECURITY AGAINST HOUSING
LOAN FOR PURCHASING OF
SAID PROPERTY. PLEASE SUB-
MIT THE SAID ORIGINAL DEEDS
IF FIND BY ANY PERSON. ALSO
PLEASE CONTACT WITH WRIT-
TEN OBJECTION LETTER WITH
RELEVANT DOCUMENTS WITH
UNDERSIGNED IF HAVING ANY
OBJECTION IN RESPECT OF
SAID PROPERTY WITHIN 10
DAYS OF THIS PUBLICATION.
ITS USE BY ANYONE IS ILLEGAL.

ADITYA VERMA, ADVOCATE 
E-16, E-BLOCK, MANSAROVAR

PARK, SHAHDARA, DELHI-110032.
MOBILE NO. 9958996685.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Be it known to all that my client
namely Smt.Hamidan W/o
Rahisuddin R/o 1128, 11th Floor,
Block-C, Pocke-A-14, Kalkaji
Extn., Govindpuri, New Delhi-
110019 has severed her all rela-
tions from her son namely
Shamshad Ali and her daughter-in-
law Shahnaz and also debarred
them from her all moveable and
immoveable properties due to their
unwarranted behaviour/acts and
anti social conduct towards my
client. My client shall not be
responsible for any acts, deeds
and things done by them in future
in any manner whatsoever.
Whoever deal in any manner with
them may do so at his or her own
free will and responsibility.

MUKUL KUMAR
ADVOCATE

Chamber No.371
Saket Courts, New Delhi-110017.

NAME CHANGE
I, ADHYA PANDEY (Existing Name
of spouse as per Service Records),
spouse of ARUN KUMAR PANDEY
(Name of husband) resident of 113,
SHYAM NAGAR, INDORE, MAD-
HYA PRADESH-452010 (Address)
have changed my Name from
ADHYA PANDEY (Existing Name of
spouse as per Service Records) to
ADHYA (proposed/ adopted New
Name) vide Affidavit dated
13/11/2026, (date of the Affidavit in
DDMMYYYY format) at New Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, hitherto known as SANGEETA, W/o.
GANESH KUMAR DAS, R/o. A-569,
POCKET-A, J.J. COLONY, BHARAT
VIHAR, SECTOR-15, DWARKA,
NEW DELHI-110078, have changed
my name and shall hereafter be
known as SANGEETA DEVI.

NAME CHANGE
I, hitherto known as GANESH DAS,
S/O SHIV CHANDRA DAS, R/o. A-
569, POCKET-A, J.J. COLONY,
BHARAT VIHAR, SECTOR-15,
DWARKA, NEW DELHI-110078, have
changed my name and shall hereafter
be known as GANESH KUMAR DAS.

NAME CHANGE
I, Bharti W/O Vikas Kumar Chaubey,
A4/3 3RD FLOOR Green Wood
Enclave Sector 5 Executive Floor
Wave City NH 24 Iskon Temple
Ghaziabad I.E Sahibabad Dist
Ghaziabad Uttar Pradesh 201010
Have Changed My Name To Bharti
Negi For All The Future Purposes.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby given to the General
Public that Sh. N.K. Jain son of Late
Sh. P.C. Jain is the owner of 1 Bigha,
Khasra no. 99/1 (0-10), 99/2 (0-10),
by virtue of Regd. Will dated
07.04.1997, duly regd. as. 17947,
executed by Mrs. Santosh Jain w/o
Mr. N.K. Jain, Thereafter, Mrs.
Santosh Jain expired on 25.09.1997,
Thereafter, Sh. N.K. Jain also Died,
and Since the Death Certificate and
SMC of Sh. N.K. Jain not available
and Thereafter, Notarized GPA, ATS
& Will dated 10.04.2024 executed by
1. Sh. Deepak Jain Son of Late Sh.
N. K. Jain, 2. Sh. Mohit Jain Son of
Late Sh. N. K. Jain, in favour of Sh.
Narottam Son of Sh. Ram Mehar,
Notarized GPA, ATS & Will dated
10.05.2024 executed by Sh.
Narottam Son of Sh. Ram Mehar, in
favour of 1. Shri Manish Verma and
2. Shri Neeraj Verma both sons of
Shri Sanjay Verma, Thereafter,
Notarized GPA, ATS & Will dated
10.09.2026 executed by 1. Shri
Manish Verma and 2. Shri Neeraj
Verma both sons of Shri Sanjay
Verma, in favour of Shri Gaurav Dutta
son of Shri Pranab Kumar Dutta, who
became owner of 2 BHK Flat,
Second floor back side, Property No.
D-90/1 (part of property No. D-90),
area measuring 60 Sq. Yards, out of
Khasra No. 99/1 and 99/2, situated in
village Tajpur, abadi known as Budh
Vihar, Tajpur Pahari, near Dharamvir
Market, Badarpur, New Delhi-
110074, and said property to be sold
to Mrs. Seema d/o Mr. Vijay and
same to be finance by Shubham
Housing Development Finance
Company Ltd., General public hereby
informed that if anybody has any
charge/interest/title in the said prop-
erty or any kind of dispute kindly
inform the undersigned in writing on
the below mentioned address within
07 days of the present. 

Rahul Raj, Advocate,
SGRR Associates LLP B-01, 
Plot no. 20,  Koushambhi near

HDFC Bank, U.P. E-MAIL: sgrras-
sociatesllp@gmail.com 

Ph: 8130309204 

E-Tender Notice No. 19 OF 2026 

Dated: 11-11-2026. E-tenders 

are invited by the undersigned 

for the following works:- Tender 

No.  DCESTMLG-22-2026. Name 

of work & Location: Provision 

of covered shed over swimming 

pool including regrading of existing 

bed of swimming pool including 

other ancillary work at Nambari 

(Re- tender ) .  Tender  va lue: 

`2,93,58,551.62/-. Earnest value: 

`5,87,200/-.  Date & Time of 

closing of tender: 13.00 hrs. on 

03-12-2026 & opening at: 13.45 

hrs. on 03-12-2026. The complete 

information and tender document of 

above e-Tender will be available at  

www.ireps.gov.in

Dy. Chief Engineer/Estate, Maligaon

PROVISION OF COVERED 

SHED OVER SWIMMING POOL 

AND OTHER ANCILLARY 

WORK

NORTHEAST FRONTIER RAILWAY

Serving Customers With A Smile

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby given to the General Public that Shri D.R. Aggarwal was the
owner of the said property by virtue of Share Certificate dated 01.09.1984,
issued by the OCS Friends Co-operative Group Housing Society Ltd.
Thereafter, Regd. GPA, SPA dated 04.04.1995 was executed by Shri D. R.
Agarwal in favour of Shri Vijay Manchanda, in respect of the said property, and
ATS Regd. Will dated 05.04.1995, was executed by Shri D.R. Agarwal in favour
of Smt. Avinash Manchanda, in respect of the said property. Regd. GPA, Regd.
SPA dated 08.03.2000 was executed by Shri Vijay Manchanda in favour of
T.P.V. Nair. ATS Regd. Will dated 08.03.2000 executed by Smt. Avinash
Manchanda in favour of Shri T.P.V. Nair, in respect of the said property.
Conveyance Deed dated 05.09.2002 was executed by DDA in favour of Shri
T.P.V. Nair vide Document No. 4459. Regd. Deed of Will dated 04.02.2005,
was executed by Shri T.P.V. Nair in favour of his spouse Sulochana Nair and
after his death in favour of son V Somadas.  Shri T.P.V. Nair expired and SMC
was issued by the District Magistrate, Mayur Vihar, reflecting the name of 1.
Anjana Panda (daughter); 2. Sulochana Nair (wife); & 3. Vidyadharan
Somadas (son) as legal heirs of Late Thazhthnalapat Parameshwaran
Vidyadharan Nair, Probate Order of Regd. Deed of Will dated 04.02.2005
passed by Competent Court in favour of Sulochana Nair, is not available.
Thereafter, Regd. SPA (Mother-in-law to daughter-in -law) dated 21.08.2025
executed by Smt. Sulochana Nair in favour of her daughter-in - law Smt. Beena
Nair, w/o Shri Vidyadharan Somadas, authorising Smt. Beena Nair to execute
the Registered Gift Deed in favour of Shri Vidyadharan Somadas, S/o Smt.
Sulochana Nair at Delhi as Smt. Sulochana Nair was not in a condition to trav-
el to Delhi to execute the Gift Deed herself, the Affidavit/NOC (Notarized) exe-
cuted by Anjana Panda expressing her no objection in respect of the Regd.
Deed of Will dated 04.02.2005, in respect of the said property, Gift Deed dated
26.11.2025 executed by Smt. Sulochana Nair through her attorney Smt. Beena
Nair w/o Mr. Vidyadharan Somadas in favour of Mr. Vidyadharan Somadas in
respect of the said property duly registered as Doc.No.2025/4/I/12067, Book
No. I, Vol.No.12835 at Pages 39-54 on 03.12.2025 SR-VIII, Delhi, who became
owner of Flat bearing No.2-A on Ground Floor situated in the Layout Plan of
OCS Friends Co-operative Group Housing Society Ltd., known as OCS
Apartments, erected on Plot No.19 at Mayur Vihar Phase-1 Extension, Delhi,
are proposed to be financed by Bajaj Housing Finance Limited. The General
Public is hereby informed that if anybody has any charge/interest/title in respect
of the said property or any kind of dispute, kindly inform the undersigned in writ-
ing on the below mentioned address within 15 days of the present. 

Rahul Raj, Advocate,
SGRR Associates LLP B-01, 

Plot no. 20,  Koushambhi near HDFC Bank, U.P. 
E-MAIL: sgrrassociatesllp@gmail.com 

Ph: 8130309204 

DC Udhampur inspects progress of work
on WSSs taken up under AMRUT 2.0
UDHAMPUR: Deputy Commissioner Ananth

Dwivedi today conducted a tour of Udhampur town and
inspected the progress of work on water supply
schemes being executed under the AMRUT 2.0 scheme
at Barrian, Jakhani and Salmay. The DC took stock of
the progress of various components of the water supply
projects and reviewed the pace of execution. He direct-
ed the executing agencies to expedite the ongoing
works by mobilising adequate manpower and machin-
ery to ensure that the stipulated targets are achieved
within the prescribed timelines.  Executive Engineer Jal
Shakti Department was directed to set monthly targets
for the ongoing works and ensure regular monitoring to
facilitate their timely completion. The DC further
instructed the executing agencies to strictly adhere to
the prescribed guidelines, technical specifications and
quality standards. He emphasised the importance of
effective inter-departmental coordination, close moni-
toring and timely completion of all project components.

DC inspects Diwali arrange-
ments, public safety measures

in Kathua Town   
KATHUA: Deputy Commissioner Rajesh Sharma

today visited Ram Leela Ground and the main market
area of Kathua Town to review arrangements ahead of
Diwali festival. During the visit, he inspected the festive
arrangements at Ram Leela Ground and reviewed on-
ground measures in the main market, including traffic
regulation, public convenience, cleanliness and crowd
management. The Deputy Commissioner directed the
concerned departments to ensure proper coordination
and effective implementation of all necessary arrange-
ments for safe, smooth and hassle-free festive celebra-
tions. ASP Sunil Kesar, ACR Vishv Partap Singh,
Tehsildar Vikram Kumar and other concerned officers
accompanied the Deputy Commissioner during the visit.
22-year-old motorcyclist killed after
being run over by bus in west Delhi

New Delhi: A 22-year-old motorcyclist was killed
after being run over by a Delhi Transport Corporation
(DTC) bus in west Delhi's Punjabi Bagh area on
Wednesday morning. The incident came to light after
the Punjabi Bagh police station received a PCR call
regarding the fatal accident at around 7.23 am. On
reaching the spot, the investigating officer found that
the motorcyclist had been struck and run over by a DTC
bus. The bus driver allegedly fled the scene, and the
vehicle is yet to be traced. The deceased has been iden-
tified as Sonu, a resident of Indira Colony in Punjabi
Bagh. According to the police, Sonu lived with his fami-
ly in a jhuggi in the area. His father, Bharat, works as a
chicken slaughterer, and his mother is a homemaker.
He is survived by his 17-year-old younger brother,
Vikas, who works as a delivery boy. The police have ini-
tiated a probe into the hit-and-run case. Investigating
officers are currently examining CCTV footage from the
vicinity to identify and trace the bus. 
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DC Kathua reviews

arrangements for smooth
conduct of JKSSB
Accounts Assistant

examination
KATHUA: Deputy Commissioner

Kathua, Rajesh Sharma, today reviewed
the arrangements for the smooth and fair
conduct of the upcoming JKSSB written
examination for the post of Accounts
Assistant here at a meeting held in the
Conference Hall, DC Office Complex.
The examination is scheduled to be held
on November 15, 2026, from 1:00 PM to
3:00 PM, with a total of 8,729 candidates
expected to appear at 23 examination
centres established across the district.
The Deputy Commissioner held detailed
discussions with the concerned officers
regarding the arrangements being put in
place to ensure the seamless conduct of
the examination. The meeting reviewed
key aspects, including drinking water
facilities, uninterrupted power supply,
seating arrangements and security
deployment. It was informed that the
examination will be conducted under
CCTV surveillance, with videography
arrangements in place at all examination
centres to ensure transparency and main-
tain the integrity of the examination
process. The Deputy Commissioner
stressed the importance of close coordi-
nation among all stakeholders and direct-
ed the designated officers to discharge
their assigned responsibilities efficiently
to ensure the smooth, transparent and
fair conduct of the examination. He also
impressed upon them to strictly adhere
to the prescribed JKSSB guidelines and
examination protocols. It was informed
that entry to the examination centres will
commence two hours before the exami-
nation. The candidates have been
advised to reach their respective exami-
nation centres well in advance to com-
plete the necessary entry and verification
formalities without any inconvenience.
The Police Department was directed to
ensure adequate security arrangements,
including proper frisking and deploy-
ment of personnel at all examination cen-
tres, to maintain a secure and orderly
environment throughout the examina-
tion process. Among others, ADC Kathua
Sachin Jamwal, Overall District Observer
for Kathua Simarjeet Singh (JKSSB),
ASP Sunil Kesar, RTO Surinder Sharma,
DTO Jivtesh Singh, DIO Gurpreet Singh,
besides other concerned officers, were
present in the meeting.
Udhampur admin  organises 

Tribal  outreach
programme at Gudhar
UDHAMPUR: As part of the ongoing

Janjatiya Gaurav Diwas celebrations, com-
memorating the legacy and contributions
of Bhagwan Birsa Munda, the district
administration Udhampur organised a
tribal outreach and awareness pro-
gramme at Government Middle School,
Gudhar, Gram Panchayat Darsoo, Block
Udhampur. The programme was presided
over by Functional Manager, District
Industries Centre Jagdeep Singh, the des-
ignated Nodal Officer for the initiative.
Representatives from Agriculture,
Sericulture, Health, Education, Food and
Civil Supplies and other allied depart-
ments, participated in the programme.
They interacted with members of the trib-
al community, disseminated information
about various government welfare
schemes and facilitated on-the-spot
redressal of public grievances and resolu-
tion of issues, wherever feasible. The pro-
gramme witnessed enthusiastic participa-
tion from former Sarpanch Subhash
Chander, social activist Kaka Ram, local
tribal residents and school students, who
actively participated in the proceedings.
While addressing the gathering, the
Nodal Officer highlighted the importance
of inclusive development, grassroots par-
ticipation and effective last-mile delivery
of public services. He emphasised that
such initiatives reflect the commitment of
the District Administration to bring gover-
nance to the doorsteps of people, particu-
larly those residing in remote and under-
served areas, while ensuring greater
awareness, accessibility and timely deliv-
ery of government benefits. As a gesture
of encouragement, notebooks, pens and
other stationery items were distributed
among the participating students.

Cabbie stabbed after
dispute over extra choley

in Delhi, dies
New Delhi: The victim, Sandeep, was

attacked near Jwalapuri Nala during a
scuffle with a choley bhature vendor on
Sunday. The accused, identified as
Chintu Gupta, has been arrested and
sent to judicial custody. The police have
added murder charges to the case follow-
ing Sandeep’s death. Sandeep was first
taken to Sanjay Gandhi Memorial
Hospital on the night of October 25
before being shifted to Maharaja
Agrasen Hospital in Punjabi Bagh, where
he succumbed to his injuries on Tuesday.
According to his medico-legal report,
Sandeep had sustained three stab
wounds on the left side of his abdomen,
three lacerated wounds on his left fore-
arm and another laceration on his wrist.
An FIR was registered at the Paschim
Vihar West police station under Section
109(1) of the BNS. Sandeep’s father
Bijender Singh alleged that a minor dis-
agreement over food had escalated into a
fatal confrontation. According to him,
Sandeep had visited a Sunday market
and asked the vendor for an extra serv-
ing of choley, triggering an argument.
The vendor allegedly abused Sandeep,
and a scuffle broke out before he was
repeatedly stabbed, Singh claimed.
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The best kept 
secrets of 

anipurMManipur

In and around Imphal, borders keep shifting like quicksand. Hills and 

plains, Meitei and Naga, Burma and India — everyone has his own story 

of Manipur. This was a trip into India's last Great Unknown.

They called him El Diablo — The Devil — 
and he came with quite a bit of head. We 
stared at each other across the table, 
silently. Me, tired and very thirsty after a 
long day on the road. He, bubbling and 
frothing with sinister energy. I made the 
first move. In one blurry second, I reached 
out, picked him up and took a long swig. 
Hell, El Diablo was very good, no 
questions asked. I first saw a can of El 
Diablo — a 12% strong lager — as the sun 
set over Ningthoukhong, a sleepy town 
about 35 km out of Imphal, the Manipur 
capital. The day had been stretched out. 
My photographer and I had started early 
from Kolkata and had only reached Imphal 
late in the afternoon, after a two-and-a-half 
hour flight that stopped at Agartala and 
offered no tea or coffee. The airhostesses 
had saccharine smiles, but I missed my 
caffeine shot. There had been some redress 
though: just as the plane dipped into the 
Imphal valley, we spotted the world-
famous Loktak Lake with its floating 
circles of vegetation. From above, it 
looked a bit like the Signs poster, but I 
didn't feel like Mel Gibson. Anyway.
Imphal was where we'd be for the next 
three days to attend the Bhagyachandra 
National Festival of Classical Dance. I'd 
done my homework well. The evenings 
would be kept for Manipuri, Odissi, 
Bharatanatyam and more at the historic 
Kangla Fort. During the day, I wanted to 
drive to the Burma border at Moreh, taste 
iromba, the white-hot dried fish delicacy, 
and check out the all-women Ima Market 
in the heart of Imphal. It would all fit in 
neatly. But I should have known better. 
The northeast is India's last Great 
Unknown and I had travelled here enough 
to know that the region had this wonderful 
habit of running your plans — even five-
year ones — through the shredder for 

kicks. That's precisely what it felt like when 
we landed in Imphal on that early 
November afternoon. All I wanted was a 
hot shower, but the team that had come to 
pick us up was in a tizzy. We were late, it 
emerged, and we'd have to rush off to the 
Ningthoukhong Gopinath Temple, where 
the chief minister would inaugurate the 
festival. And as we all know in Bengal, 
CMs can't be kept waiting. So we drove 
with gale force and reached the temple — 
an enormous complex that was giving off 
waves of devotional energy like a room 
heater. Men dressed in crisp white were 
clanging cymbals, dancers were 
whirling, people were chanting. And 
then there were the kids. All of them 
rouged up and fitted out like 
Gopinath — identical little 
Krishnas churned out by 
an assembly line. It was 
all slightly trippy. I 
decided that I needed a 
break and strolled out. 
Just next to the 
temple gates was a 
stall selling tea 
and fritters. 
Salvation,  
f ina l ly,  I  
t h o u g h t .  
Then, just 
as  I  was  
taking my 
first bite of 
the gobhi 
pakoda, the 
young chap 

at the counter lowered his voice and asked, 
"Beer chahiye?" Had I heard him right? Beer? 
This part of Manipur was supposed to be dry 
by the rulebook, but I blinked and nodded. 
And out came El Diablo, for 200 bucks. It 
seems salvation didn't come so cheap, even 
sitting next to the temple walls. As I sipped on 
the beer and felt the mellow glow, I realized 
that it was a priceless moment — I, an Indian, 
was drinking an Indonesian beer with a 
Spanish name that had been smuggled in from 
Burma. It's then that I started falling in love 
with Manipur.

For years I had heard about Moreh, the border 
town about 110 km south of Imphal. The tales 
depicted it as some sort of frontier El Dorado, 
where you got everything from shoes to 
clothes and gadgets at great prices. Its gates 
also opened into mysterious north Burma. A 
journalist friend in Kolkata had told me how 
he had crossed the Moreh border and had met 
a Burmese army officer who had taken him all 
the way to Mandalay — without a passport, 
visa or any other official papers! I wanted my 
own Moreh stories to tell. "So can we go to 
Moreh?" "No no!" Vigorous headshake. "But 
it's only a few hours by car. We'll be back by 
the evening." "No no no!" More vigorous 
headshake. "We'd love to see the Burma 
border!" "No no no no!" Even more vigorous 
headshake. Well, that's my Moreh story — I 
never went there! I had not taken into account 
the fact that since we were guests of the 
Manipur government, there would be checks 
and balances on our movement in the border 
state. The same government employee who 
was our gracious host and guide in Imphal 
would turn into an establishment watchdog at 
the hint of an indiscreet request. But Burma 
was all around us in Manipur. The state shared 
almost half of its border with the country. 
Imphal had a Moreh market, which sold all the 
cross-border deliverables at a good price. 

More about Moreh

There was Burma Travels, Burma Stores. Our 
neighbour ran deep in the consciousness here. 
Strolling around the bustling Paona Bazar, I 
walked into Burma Traders, a 'suitings and 
shirtings' establishment, where the Marwari 
owner recounted how his 
family had settled in pre-
Independence Burma and 
had traded across the 
northeast. They still had 
shops in Guwahati and 
Imphal. The Rangoon 
branch had been sold 
years back.
Travelling in and around 
Imphal, I realized that 
b o r d e r s  —  b o t h  
within and outside 

— were a living, 
evolving reality 

h e r e .  T h e  
capital was 
at the centre 
of a sun-

drenched 
val ley 
w i t h  
b l u e -
green 
h i l l

s standing like sentinels all around. These hills 
also served as boundaries of the mind. The 
mostly Hindu Meitei from the plains seemed to 
avoid the hill tribes — Nagas, Kukis and others 
— and it also worked the other way round. I 
knew that the exquisite Longpi pottery from the 
hilly Ukhrul district, the home of Tangkhul 
Nagas, was a prized buy. Naturally, I thought I 
would get the best of it in Imphal. But no luck 
there. Hardly anyone knew of it and after much 
searching, I found a few specimens in the 
boutique handicrafts store of the city's biggest 
hotel. And even there, the salesperson was 
clueless about the amazing craft. Long live 
Dakshinapan! Then there are other borders, 
shifting like quicksand and going far back in 
time. Manipur stood at the frontier of the Empire 
for decades and fought valiantly against the 
British in 1891 under the leadership of the 
general, Bir Tikendrajit, who was later arrested 
and executed. He is revered in Manipur as a great 
martyr, no less than Kshudiram or Bhagat Singh. 
"But how many people know of him outside the 
state?" asked theatreperson Ratan Thiyam 
during a chat with me on the sidelines of the 
festival. I didn't have any answers. The 
countryside around Imphal also saw some of the 
fiercest fighting in the Second World War and 
there are monuments to that all around. In the 
heart of town is the war cemetery, where the 
British troops are laid to rest. It's a tranquil place, 
filled with birdsong and a breeze that tugs at the 
falling leaves. The plaques are so old, yet so 
young... 27, 22, 29, 31 — most of them fell in the 
prime of youth. Across the ancient battle lines, 
the Japanese war memorial is located at the base 
of a small mound ominously called Red Hill, a 
few kilometres out of Imphal. The monument is 
stark, almost rigorous in its eastern sense of 
symmetry and simplicity — open concrete walls 
in a stone-paved courtyard. That's how far the 
imperial forces had come before they were 
beaten back in 1944.

The best part about riding a motorbike in Imphal 
is that you can do without a helmet — no one's 
ever watching you — but you can never do 
without a mask. Almost every biker worth his 
vroom wears it. It's like they're all in some never-

ending gangster flick. In reality though, it's the 
pollution. I hate to say it, but Imphal is among 
the dustiest, smokiest towns I've seen in the 
northeast. The place seems to be a work in 
progress — roads are being widened, buildings 

Sangai-ed in Loktak

Travel

have been torn down, the asphalt has got 
stripped off. The dust, which fills your nose 
and feels like grit on your tongue, mixes 
with the exhaust fumes to form a fine, 
brown aerosol that just hangs in there. Some 
parts of Imphal would do rush-hour 
Shyambazar proud.
But then, if the town gets some bad press, 
the countryside more than makes up for it. 
Leaving Imphal behind, our journey to 
Loktak Lake was like driving straight into a 
picture postcard. The smog thinned out and 
then vanished, the sky turned azure and all 
around us were paddy fields ripe with a 
golden harvest. Farmhands worked with 
scythes, slicing the crop, piling it up in 
mounds under a benign sun. In the distance, 
smoke rose from haystacks. Love songs 
started playing in my head. If I were Keats, I 
thought, I'd plonk myself by the roadside 
and write To Autumn. My photographer 
went into a controlled frenzy with his 
camera, punctuating the job at hand with 
oohs and aahs. I understood. Poor fellow 
had lived all his life on congested Amherst 
Street.
After the above, the lake itself was a bit of an 
anti-climax. Websites variously described it 
as a natural wonder, the only floating lake in 
the world. This was due to the phumdis, the 
buoyant circles of vegetation unique to this 
lake. While they had looked enchanting 
from the flight, at ground level they were 
too big to be spotted. So we did the touristy 
thing and went on a boat ride. It's there that I 
heard that hydropower projects had 
changed the lake's character substantially. 
The dam had altered water levels and the 
phumdi were dwindling. The sangai deer — 
an endangered species that is also the state 
animal of Manipur — was facing severe 
habitat loss in the Keibul Lamjao National 
Park, which is part of Loktak's wetland 
ecosystem. There are just a few hundred of 
them left in the wild. But this is India, the 
land of miracle men. Maybe the Manipuri 
sangai will survive, just like the Bengal 
tiger. There are no problems of survival 
though at Imphal's biggest feminist 
rhapsody, the Ima Market. Spread over four 

cavernous blocks — 

veggies, fish, fruits and 
perishables on one side and garments and 
decorative items on the other — all the stalls 
are run by women, or Ima (mother). You 
could say the market is Manipur's 
indigenous answer to multi-brand retail. I 

visited it on a bustling Monday morning when 
trade was just picking up. The women — 
almost all of them dressed in the traditional 
wraparound phanek and sporting the 
mandatory tilak — were a happy, thriving 
community. I spotted two of them playing 
ludo on the side even as they aggressively 
courted customers. One of the older Imas was 
blissfully asleep while the younger ones 
watched over her pile of shawls. The threads 
of kinship ran deep and everyone knew 
everyone else here. Even the competition had 
a touch of banter and love that warmed your 
heart.

I like to think of it as the devil chilli, but it has 
many names, like The Ghost Who Walks — 
bhoot jolokia, Naga mirch, raja mirch. In 
Manipur, they call it u-morok. Seasoned 
northeast travellers all know this hottie and 
share whispered tales of their first encounter, 
which is inevitably unforgettable. I had first 
had it at a roadside eatery in downtown 
Shillong. It had been ground into a red paste 
and I mistook it for tomato sauce and put a big 
dollop in my mouth. I somehow survived to 
tell the tale. For perspective, please note that 
there's been a proposal to use the bhoot jolokia 
in hand grenades. The chilli is available across 
the northeast, but hardly anywhere is it as 
celebrated as in Manipur. They pile up 
mountains of u-morok and sell it by the bucket 
in the markets — fresh green, red and dried. 
They put it in curries, flavour their fish and 
chop it finely to have on the side with fritters. 
You can't visit Manipur and give u-morok the 
miss — and I didn't. The raw stuff was a first 
and I tried it with egg pakodas at the dance 
festival. I remember it was cold that evening 
and I was sneezing. Then, as the chilli flavour 
exploded like a bomb in my mouth, 
everything turned hyper-real. My sinuses 
cleared, I heard every note the musicians were 
playing and my head buzzed with energy. It 
felt like an epiphany without the hallelujahs.
But my best u-morok experience was 
altogether more visceral and it took place at a 
Chak Hotel. These are the traditional fish-and-
rice eateries that dot the markets of Imphal. If 
you want to taste authentic Meitei food, this is 
where you go. Our driver took us to one in 
Paona Bazar, which was small and 
unpretentious but served food in squeaky 
clean plates and bowls. We ordered the all-
course thali. So there was rice, two types of 
dal, various bhajis (one of them was spring 
onion stalks stir-fried with shrimp and 
galangal — surely a Burmese influence), a 
piece of fried fish, various other fish curries 
and surprisingly, a large chunk of boiled 
squash.
I tried it all, but the piece de resistance was the 
iromba. A thick mish-mash of boiled veggies, 
ngari — the dried local fish — and loads of u-
morok, you'd need Bear Grylls's tastebuds to 
have this signature dish cooked without a drop 
of oil. It was very healthy and well, very 
smelly. One small spoonful, and I could feel 
the fish-chilli combination travelling all the 
way down my throat. Let's just say it was 
unforgettable. But that goes for all of Manipur. 
A few weeks have passed since I returned, but 
the state and its people are like a jewel in my 
mind's treasure hoard. I made friends, shared 
stories and got to know India a bit more. When 
I flew there, my guardian angel went alone 
with me. I came back with two devils — a box 
full of u-morok and an empty can of El Diablo. 
I'm still sorting out if that qualifies as good 
karma. But the u-morok has got pickled at 
home and El Diablo sits at my desk. They keep 
calling me back to Manipur.

Because Manipur is like a picture postcard, 
with blue hills and a golden Imphal valley 
dotted with rice fields.
Because this is place for cross-border 
adventures. You can drive up to Moreh, the 
Burma border, and if you're lucky, maybe even 
take a walk in the neighbouring country!
Because you can visit the world's only floating 
sanctuary — the Keibul Lamjao National Park 
— and hope to see one of the rarest deer in 
India, the Sangai. And if you can can't spot the 
animal, you can still take a boat ride on the 
Loktak Lake and check out the phumdi, the 
floating vegetation circles that are a natural 
wonder.
Because where else can you shop at a huge 
market run entirely by women? Don't miss the 
Ima Market in Imphal.
Because you love horses and must visit the 
polo ground in Imphal. The game was 
supposedly invented here!
Because you love tribal art and must pick up 
the exquisite Longpi pottery from Ukhrul.

Manipur is open to tourists round the year. But 
for a rain-free, hassle-free trip, book your 
tickets between November and April.

Remember, Manipur has no rail connectivity. 
There are flights from Kolkata. You can also 
take a train to Silchar or Dimapur and drive on 
to Imphal.

There are hotels of all standards — from 
budget to super deluxe — in Imphal. Try 
eating at a Chak Hotel — the local fish-and-
rice eatery — in Imphal. Don't miss the 
iromba, the signature dried fish Meitei 
delicacy. It will set fire to your taste buds, but 
is worth a try.

Supping with the devil

Planning the trip:
Why go?

When is a good time?

How to reach?

Where to stay and 
what to eat?


