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Karnataka to GST Council:

Share revenue with local bodies
New Delhi. (Agency)

Chief Minister DK Shivakumar said
that the Karnataka government
would submit a proposal to the Goods
and Services Tax (GST) Council to
share GST revenue with rural and
urban local bodies. He said the
government would take necessary
steps to improve the financial
position of gram panchayats and
further strengthen decentralised
governance.The CM said that the
State Government had taken note of
the decline in gram panchayat
revenue following the withdrawal of
their power to levy taxes on
industries by the Karnataka Industrial
Areas Development Board
(KIADB). The law allows 30% of the
property tax collected by the
authority to be shared with gram
panchayats. He directed officials to
provide complete details of the
property tax collected by the
authority so far and the amount
distributed to gram panchayats.
Speaking at a meeting of the
Karnataka State Decentralisation
Planning and Development
Committee on Wednesday, the CM
said a committee would be
constituted under the chairmanship
of the RDPR Minister Eshwar B
Khandre to examine the
recommendations of the Fifth State
Finance Commission on fund
allocation and administrative
reforms.

'Hallmark of Modi govt is to silence
victims': Rahul on detention of
Ankita Bhandari's parents
Karnataka. (Agency).

"Yesterday, Priyanka and I met these
parents. Even before the results of that
investigation came in, the appointment
was rushed, and the parents asking
questions were picked up in the dead of
night," Gandhi said."This is the
hallmark of this government: silence
the voices of the victims, remove those
who ask questions," the Lok Sabha LoP
said, adding: "the fight for justice will
neither be silenced nor stopped.”

The Congress stands with Ankita
Bhandari's family, and will continue to
stand with them until they get justice,
he asserted using the hashtag 'Justice
For Ankita Bhandari'.

"Yesterday, Priyanka and I met these
parents. Even before the results of that
investigation came in, the appointment
was rushed, and the parents asking
questions were picked up in the dead of
night," Gandhi said.

"This 1s the hallmark of this
government: silence the voices of the
victims, remove those who ask
questions," the Lok Sabha LoP said,
adding: "the fight for justice will
neither be silenced nor stopped."The
Congress stands with Ankita
Bhandart's family, and will continue to
stand with them until they get justice,
he asserted using the hashtag 'lustice
For Ankita Bhandari'.Ankita's father
threatened to launch a nationwide
agitation if the government did not
accept their demand. Her family has
been alleging that Gautam played a key
role in Ankita's death."We give a 24-
hour ultimatum to the government for
the cancellation of Dushyant's
appointment.

"Boundary Has ToaOnly when women are healthy, educated, and
empowered 1s the nation's present secure: CM Yogi Be Stable"

Yogi Aditvanath New Delhi(Agency). and infant mortality rates to alarming levels. framework for women’s safety and welfare,

Yogi Adityanath The Chief Minister said that the double-engine covering every stage from a girl’s birth and
P Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath described Maz E ituati / i ;

highlighted Uttar ief Minis erhe(;glska:u}l/;;data escribed Maa government had transformed the situation over education to safe motherhood
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Pradesh’s progress form as the embodiment of

affection, maternal love and

in girls’ education, nourishment.

the nation’s

and women'’s secure and its future bright only

- when women are healthy,
mnwerment since educated and empowered.

In a post on X, the Chief

2017, citing iI'I'IDI'IWEd Minister said that before 2017,

o previous governments focused

school facilities, on nurturing their own political

families instead of empowering

He added that

maternal healthcare and girls’

and expanded education in the state had

suffered due to gross neglect and corruption.

lower drﬂﬂﬂut rates daughters.

educational B SRR A MO IEECT  Earlier, lakhs of girls in the state were forced to
Pom:‘_hosfplrtal L_Olrld'twfl”’ f’_y?‘rt“l_ge‘b _Ot drop out of school due to the lack of basic
opportunities. medicines “_“d_ 1n_a(§equate facilities for g, jities. However, over the past 9.5 years, the
institutional deliveries had pushed maternal government has established a comprehensive

worship of Maa Skandamata

maternal healthcare conveys the sacred message that

He said that the

present can be

the pastnine and a half years.

Highlighting the changes since
2017, Adityanath said that under
Operation Kayakalp, the coverage
of basic facilities in primary
schools had increased from 36 per
cent to over 96 per cent. The
school dropout rate had also
declined from 20 per cent to less
than 3 per cent.

He added that Atal Residential
Schools are providing modern,
world-class residential education
to girls from workers’ families and
disadvantaged sections of society.
Meanwhile, the expansion of
educational facilities up to Class
12 in Kasturba Gandhi Balika

Vidyalayas is enabling more girls

to complete their schooling. The Chief Minister
said that investing in girls” education was an
investment in strengthening their confidence
and securing the future of the state.

Ridership fell from 58 lakh to 32 lakh on
CJP protest day: Delhi Metro fo SC

The DMRC maintained that it ran all 4,157 scheduled train trips without curtailing or cancelling services. Entry and exit were

EAM Jaishankar calls for
'urgent’ reform of
multilateralism, cites India-
UAE partnership

New Delhi(Agency).

restricted at 45 of its 303 stations on law enforcement dlrechons while the remaining 258 stayed fully accessible.
g s DMRC RESPONDS TO SUPREME

New Delhi. (Agency)
Delhi Metro ridership fell nearly 45 per cent
during Saturday’s protests against Chief

Election Commissioner Gyanesh Kumar, the [[//

Delhi Metro Rail Corporation (DMRC) told
the Supreme Court. It attributed the drop to the

protests, saying many commuters appeared to |

have avoided travelling. Around 32 lakh
passengers used the Metro on October 10,
compared with about 58 lakh on a normal
second Saturday. The DMRC described
ridership as “slightly lower” than normal in its
affidavit. “This reduction may be attributed to
the protest, which appears to have prompted a
large number of commuters to refrain from
travelling and, consequently, from
undertaking their usual daily activities or
attending to their business or private
employment,” it said. The DMRC maintained

COURT

The DMRC and its chairperson filed affidavits
in proceedings over alleged violations of the
Supreme Court’s directions on Metro and train
services. The chairperson said the October 9
order had been followed “in letter and
spirit”.On October 11, while hearing a plea
seeking contempt proceedings, the court said

- the petitioners had made out a “prima facie”
that all 4,157 scheduled train trips ran without case. Only the DMRC has responded so far.
curtailment or cancellation. Entry and exit The Union Home Ministry and Delhi Police
were restricted at 45 of its 303 stations on law are yet to reply to notices issued on Sunday
enforcement directions. The remaining 258 and again on Tuesday. The notices concern

countries

External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar on
Wednesday called for "urgent" reform of
multilateral institutions to reflect the
changing global order, saying stronger
cooperation among smaller groups of
could support the
process.Jaishankar made the remarks
during a session of the Raisina Dialogue's
Middle East edition in Abu Dhabi, where
he joined UAE Deputy Prime Minister and
Foreign Minister Sheikh Abdullah bin
Zayed Al-Nahyan for a discussion on 'The
World Ahead: Power, Purpose &
Possibility'.Highlighting the increasing
pace of change in the global order during

stayed fully accessible, it said. Passengers petitions over protesters’ detention and the conversation, the minister said it

could still change lines at all 14 interchange alleged assaults on lawyers and journalists, as
stations where entry and exit were restricted, well as contempt proceedings over alleged
the corporation said. It added that steps were shutdowns of roads, Metro and railway
taken to keep nearby stations open. services, and internet access.

RSS Invites Ex-Vice President Jagdeep
Dhankhar To Dussehra Event In Nagpur

New Delhi(Agency).

Former Vice President Jagdeep Dhankhar
has been invited to the RSS' annual event will be the chief guest at the event to be
to be organised on Vijayadashmi in addressed by RSS chief Mohan Bhagwat,
Nagpur next week.According to the RSS,

(UTSTHTHR, AT SFGH UIH

Dhankhar has been invited as a guest for
the event which is organised every year on
Vijayadashmi to mark the organisation's
foundation day. This year's event, to be
organised at Nagpur's Reshimbagh

‘Will go on hunger strike’: Ankita Bhandari’s parents briefly detained after India Gate protest

New Delhi. (Agency).

Delhi Police briefly detained the parents of
19-year-old Ankita Bhandari, 10 hours after
they began a sit-in protest near India Gate
against the appointment of former BIJP
Uttarakhand Chief Dushyant Kumar Gautam
as Sikkim governor. Along with Virendra
Bhandari and Soni Devi, Congress leader
Supriya Srinathe, National Students’ Union
of India member Varun Chaudhary and
Indian Youth Congress chief Uday Bhanu Chib
were also detained. They were taken to the
Tilak Marg police station at 4.30 am, and were
released after half an hour. “If we are not
allowed to sit here, we will go on a hunger
strike from our home till the decision to
appoint him governor is not revoked,” Soni
told the media.

Ground on October 20, will also mark
closing of the RSS' centenary year.Sanjay
Gupta, Editor-in-Chief of Dainik Jagran,

the Sangh said.This year, the invited
guests for the Sangh's
Vijayadashmi celebration,
marking the conclusion of its
centenary year, will be former
Vice President Jagdeep Dhankhar
and Yaniv Revach, Israel's Consul
General for the Midwest India
region,” the RSS said.

On Dhankhar being invited to the
event, the Congress took potshots
at the Modi government, saying
that the "ecosystem is at war with
itself".

In a post on X, Congress general
secretary Jairam Ramesh said
even though Dhankhar has got an invite
from the RSS, the government is yet to
allot him a house that he is entitled to since
he resigned suddenly in July last year.

imprisonment.
The protest

The case

g L accusing him.
Ankita, who worked as a receptionist at the

September 18, 2022. Her body was recovered
from the Chilla canal four days later.

been convicted in the case and sentenced to life  gatisfactory till now.

Her parents have been demanding that
Gautam’s appointment be put on hold until the
ongoing CBI investigation into the case is
complete. The family has alleged that an
unidentified VIP was
| circumstances leading to Ankita’s murder and
& has named Gautam in its allegations. Gautam
has denied any involvement and has initiated
defamation proceedings against those

e ) Earlier on Wednesday, Leader of Opposition in
Vanantra Resort in Rishikesh, was killed on o [ ok Sabha, Rahul Gandhi, and Congress
MP Privanka Gandhi Vadra met the parents;
Priyanka hugged Soni during the protest.

Resort owner Pulkit Alya, son of former BJP Virendra had said on chncsday that his
leader Vinod Arya, and two accomplices have daughter’s murder probe has not been

that pursuit,”

reflected both "long-term trends and
immediate shocks", prompting countries
to explore new partnerships and
alternatives in response to their specific
circumstances."New partnerships and
fresh options are inevitably explored in
he said in a social media post
after the discussion.This required
countries to move beyond traditional
comfort zones and develop sharper
strategic awareness, Jaishankar said.

"The reform of multilateralism is urgent. It
can be supported through stronger
minilateralism," he underlined.

involved in the | Minilateralism refers to cooperation

forums

among a relatively small group of
countries to address specific issues, often
allowing them to work together more
effectively when broader multilateral
struggle to reach
consensus.Jaishankar cited the India-UAE
partnership over the past decade as an
example of how countries have responded
to a changing global environment."The
India-UAE partnership of the last decade
is a great example of our two nations
responding to the changing global
environment," he said.

'Difficult": Chennai Auto Drivers On
Chief Minister Vijay's Free Bus Scheme

Chennai. (Agency). "The expansion means women
have more connectivity and even
For an hour, ten auto-rickshaw those working women who can

drivers waiting at a stand in afford earning fifty thousand or

Chennai's Ashok Pillar area did not above avoid the auto and take the
get a single passenger. . : :
They blame the
expansion of free bus
travel for women by
Chief Minister C Joseph
Vijay's government,
saying more commuters
are opting for buses,
leaving them with fewer
rides and dwindling
earnings.

A Pakkiri, a worried auto
driver said that there many like him bus," he added.

in Chennai who have seen their N Babu, another auto driver shared
business drop by 50 percent. "I theimpactisbeing feltat home also
used to get 10 to 15 trips daily. Now as dwindling earnings make it
I get 5 to 6 trips only". harder to meet household

expenses, provide for their children
and repay vehicle loans.

“One driver even recently
committed suicide recently unable
to manage", he claimed.P Nagoor
Gani said he was dependent
mainly on street pick ups
and not on Ola or Uber. “It's
8 getting difficult.”

The complaints come as the
« TVK government recently
¥ expanded a popular welfare
scheme of the previous
DMK government. The MK
Stalin-government had
introduced free bus travel
for women on ordinary
governmentbuses in 2021,

Vijay's government has extended
the benefit to additional services,
including express and rural buses,
fulfilling a key poll promise.

Vijay's
government
has
extended the
benefit to
additional
services,
including
express and
rural buses,

fulfilling a
key poll
promise.
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Dozen masked men drag
youth, thrash him in market,
break both legs

Noida.(Agency)

Around a dozen masked men allegedly assaulted a 22-
year-old man, hitting him repeatedly with sticks and
iron rods before dragging him by a leg along a market
road, leaving both his legs fractured in Dabua Colony,
Faridabad, Tuesday night.The four-minute assault,
captured by a shop’s CCTV camera, took place around
10.30pm near a mosque on Dabua-Ghazipur road
when Sagar, a Dabua Colony resident, was returning
home with a friend from a shop.The footage shows the
attackers surrounding Sagar and knocking before
assaulting him. Even as he appeared unconscious, the
men continued hitting him intermittently and dragged
him by his leg along the road. The attackers also threw
stones towards shops in the market during the
assault.Several people can be seen standing at a
distance in the footage but none intervened. According
to his family, Sagar’s legs were fractured, and he
suffered serious injuries on his head and elsewhere on
the body.“Sagar’s friend fled,” police said, “later,
family members rushed the unconscious youth to
hospital. Doctors referred him to Delhi for further
treatment because he was in a critical condition,”
police said.Police suspect the assault may have
stemmed from a dispute involving Sagar’s friend. “A
preliminary investigation has indicated that the friend
had an altercation with some youths a few days before
the attack during which Sagar was also present,” an
officer said.

Daily wager crushed to death
by truck near his house in
Greater Noida

Noida.(Agency)

A 30-year-old daily wage labourer was crushed to
death after a container truck ran over him near his
house in Surajpur in Greater Noida on Tuesday night.
Police said the driver fled the spot and abandoned the
truck at a repair yard nearby. He has been absconding
since then, an officer added. Police have seized the
truck as part of the investigation.

The deceased, Kuldeep Prajapati, was a resident of
Shivrajpur village. According to police, the accident
occurred around 8.30pm when Prajapati was sitting at a
tea stall near a road crossing near his house. The truck,
allegedly being driven rashly, ran over him and left him
critically injured.Locals told police the truck driver
fled the spot without arranging for medical assistance
for the victim. He drove the truck to the repair yard and
escaped from there.After receiving information from
local residents through the emergency helpline number
112, a police team rushed to the spot and took Prajapati
to anearby hospital. However, he was declared brought
dead on arrival. A case has been registered at Surajpur
police station against the unidentified truck driver
under relevant provisions of BNS pertaining to causing
death by negligence and rash driving. Police said
efforts are under way to identify and arrest the driver
and examine the circumstances that led to the accident.
Meanwhile, the manager of the truck repair yard
extended financial assistance to the victim’s family
after he came to know that the driver had abandoned the
vehicle there.

Three arrested with 165kg

ganja worth 1 crore in Greater
Noida

Noida.(Agency)

An interstate drug smuggling gang was busted by a
joint team of police and the anti-narcotics bureau with
the arrest of three men and the seizure of more than
165kg of ganja, worth approximately Rs 1 crore in the
market, police said.Police have found that the three,
Dinesh Pal, Sameer Kumar and Ravi Kumar Sahni,
procured ganja from Bhubaneswar in Odisha and
transported it through Noida to sell it in Delhi. An
officer said they received a tip-off on Wednesday that
they would be transporting a consignment that day and
intercepted them near Kudi Kheda crossing on the road
connecting Dadri to Lal Kuan.

A truck fitted with a secret compartment used to
conceal the drugs, a car, four mobile phones, Rs 1,980
in cash and a debit card were also recovered from the
accused.Pal, Kumar and Sahni are all originally from
Bihar and now live in different localities of Delhi and
Bihar.According to police, Sahni is in charge of
bringing the drugs from Odisha while Pal and Kumar
sell the contraband to both wholesale and retail
customers in Delhi. They used to buy the ganja for
about Rs 15,000 per kg and sell it at nearly four times
that price to make a substantial profit.“The accused
were attracted to a lavish lifestyle and wanted to make
money quickly to meet their expenses and aspirations.
Our investigation has revealed that they invested their
earnings in vehicles and property,” said DCP (Central
Noida) Pravin Ranjan Singh.

Police said Pal, allegedly the gang leader, had
purchased an SUYV, the truck used to transport the
contraband and another car that was being operated as
a taxi in Delhi. SHO (Badalpur) Vijay Gupta said the
truck’s secret compartment had been constructed
around two months ago on Pal’s instructions to avoid
police finding out about the drugs they were
transporting. Sahni had allegedly purchased a house in
Mustafabad, Delhi, using profits earned from the drug
trade.We are investigating their supply chain and
identifying other people connected with the network,”
Gupta said.Police records show that Pal had
previously been arrested in a narcotics case in 2021
involving approximately 250kg of ganja, and had
spentaround 15 months injail.

CM orders clear power billing
norms for housing societies

Gurgaon.(Agency)

Chief minister Nayab Singh Saini has
directed power distribution companies
to frame clear norms for electricity
billing in Gurgaon’s group housing
societies, following complaints that
residents are being charged above the
rates approved by the regulator.Saini,
after a meeting with discom officials on
Tuesday, asked senior power officials to
meet resident welfare associations
(RWAs), formulate appropriate norms
and ensure residents are not
inconvenienced. He also asked them to
frame an effective policy for complaints
about incorrect bills, with grievances
registered through helplines and
resolved promptly.“CM has expressed
concern over increasing complaints
from group housing societies about
overcharging for power consumption

and asked to formulate a policy,” said a
senior discom official.

The intervention comes as Haryana
Electricity Regulatory Commission
(HERC) steps up scrutiny of billing
practices. In an order dated Oct 8, the
commission directed a
comprehensive audit of electricity
bills at ATS Triumph in Sector 104,
where more than 300 flats are |
occupied, from May 2019. It ordered
the developer and associated entities |
to refund any excess charges the audit
establishes. The audit will be
supervised by Dakshin Haryana Bijli
Vitran Nigam (DHBVN), and the
final refund amount is yet to be
determined. The commission also held
DHBVN accountable for failing to
enforce electricity infrastructure and
billing requirements at the society.Many
residential complexes receive electricity

through a single-point connection.
DHBVN prepares one bill for the entire
society, and the developer or RWA,
which provides a branch-out connection,

bills individual flat owners. Gurgaon has

502 such connections, serving
townships, condominiums and colonies.
Disputes can arise over the application of
domestic and non-domestic tariffs,
common-area consumption, rebates and
the reconciliation of meter readings.

Woman (25) found dead at in-laws’ house, father
alleges murder over Rs 251 dowry demand

GURGAON.(Agency)

A 25-year-old woman, who had
allegedly been harassed over dowry, was
found dead in Farrukhnagar on Tuesday.

Her family has accused her husband and
in-laws of assaulting and strangling her,
even as the in-laws told police she had
consumed poison.A case was registered
against the victim’s husband, Gautam
Sharma, his father, Bijender Sharma,
who retired from Indian Air Force, and
his younger brother, Ashu
Sharma.According to the complaint filed
by the deceased’s father, Anil Sharma, a
resident of Khera village in Hapur
district of UP, his daughter Bhavna
married Gautam on Dec 16, 2023. The
couple also had a son. The family alleged
that Gautam and his family harassed her
over dowry and demanded Rs 25 lakh.
The complainant stated that the family
had paid Rs 2.5 lakh in cash a few months

earlier.It said that Bhavna had been
staying at her parental home for around
five months because of the alleged
harassment. Her brother, Ajay Sharma,

said Gautam took her back around
Raksha Bandhan, promising to live
separately from his parents and take
responsibility for her. Ajay alleged that
the abuse resumed within a few days of
her return.Ajay said the family spoke to

Bhavna on Tuesday afternoon.
According to him, she told her father that
Gautam was beating her and that he was
strangling her. Ajay said his father
subsequently spoke to Gautam, who
denied that anything had happened and
claimed that Bhavna wanted to return to
her parental home.Bhavna’s elder sister,
Rashmi Sharma, said her sister had
called their father at around 3.30pm,
complaining of physical assault and
asking to be taken home.

Rashmi said she tried to contact Bhavna
but could not get through. She alleged
that Gautam later answered a call, after
which his mother took the phone and
reassured the family that there was no
problem. At 4.47pm, the family learnt
that Bhavna had been taken to hospital
and was declared dead, Rashmi
said.Ajay said the family was later
informed that she had died after
consuming poison, a claim they dispute.

ED attaches assets worth Rs 136.4 crore in Ocean Seven Buildtech case

GURGAON.(Agency)

Enforcement Directorate (ED) on
Wednesday provisionally attached
immovable and movable assets worth
around Rs 136.4 crore in the Ocean Seven
Buildtech Pvt Ltd (OSBPL) case under

Prevention of Money Laundering Act |

the company’s Rajasthan projects: an FIR
dated Dec 7, 2025, registered at Daulatpura
police station in Jaipur (West), and another
one dated Nov 23, 2025, registered at
Paniyala police station in Kotputli-Behror.

(PMLA), 2002.The attached assets
include land parcels at Bilonchi in Jaipur
and at Kotputli-Behror in Rajasthan, and
aresidential plot in Sector 102 in the city.
The movable component comprises
balances of Rs 69,06,133 in five bank
accounts held by the company, its
promoter Swaraj Singh Yadav and his
wife Sunita Swaraj. With this, the total
value of assets attached in the case has
risen to around Rs 188 crore.ED’s
investigation is based on FIRs registered
by Economic Offences Wing of the Delhi,
Haryana and Rajasthan police, alleging
cheating, criminal breach of trust, forgery
and criminal conspiracy in the company’s
real estate projects. The latest attachment
arises mainly from two FIRs concerning

According to the agency, OSBPL collected
more than Rs 118 crore from plot buyers in
four projects: Amber Garden at Bilonchi,
Jaipur, and Kot Farms, Kot Residency and
Kot Industrial Estate at Kotputli-Behror.
The money was collected between Dec
2006 and March 2015, on the promise that

Noida.(Agency)

" Unable to dlear Rs 16 lakh land |
dues, brothers stab Ghaziabad
trader to death

the projects would be developed and
handed over within three to four years. In
Amber Garden, collections began in Dec
2006, years before the company applied to
Jaipur Development Authority (JDA) for
approval of the project map.Site
inspections by JDA and revenue
authorities found that the projects
were never developed and the sites
remain largely vacant. Many buyers
who paid in full, and some who
received registered conveyance
deeds and possession letters, were
never given possession, and their
plots were never demarcated.ED
said the funds were diverted instead
of'being used for development. They
were spent on buying office
premises for the company in the city
and on advances towards other
projects. The agency also found that about
39 acres owned by the company and its
promoters were transferred to close
associates or third-party entities between
June and Sept 2025, after the FIRs were
registered.

Police arrested three people on Wednesday for allegedly stabbing
ahardware store owner to death and dumping his body in Mandola
forest on Sunday night. The main accused, Bilal (27), was arrested
following a gunfight during which he sustained a bullet wound to
the leg. Two other accused, Gulzar (24) and Farmaan (28), were
later arrested from Tronica City.On Monday, Vinod Gupta (42)
was found stabbed to death in Mandola forest. His family reported
him missing the same day when he did not return home after
leaving his shop on Sunday evening and could not be contacted.

Gupta’s son Kartik, the complainant in the case, alleged that Gupta
closed his shop and called his wife around 8pm to tell her that he
was accompanying Bilal for some work and would return soon.
When Gupta never got home, the family confronted Bilal, who
was with the other accused. They claimed to have dropped Gupta
off near his home in their car.The family noticed cut marks above
Bilal’s lip and grew suspicious. When questioned, Bilal allegedly
claimed he had a drunken fight with a friend and needed stitches
for an injury sustained during the tiff.On Monday morning, the
family approached cops with their suspicions, and Gupta’s body
was found hours later. ACP (Loni) Ram Kishan said that police
teams began an investigation. During checks in the Tronica City
area on Wednesday, cops flagged down a speeding motorcycle,
but the rider attempted to flee towards Khanpur, with cops giving

a.m.,

the barrage.

allegedly jumped into the Hindon barrage in
Indirapuram on Wednesday after a fight with
her husband, a sub-inspector. Police and the
SDRF team responded promptly and pulled
her to safety within 10 minutes. She was
admitted to Yashoda Medicity Hospital,
where her condition is stable. DCP (trans-
Hindon zone) Rijual said that around 1:30
a commuter dialled the emergency
number and told the cops that a woman had
jumped from the barrage. Police immediately
dispatched a response vehicle to the spot.
Soon, a police team from the Indirapuram
police station, along with SDREF, also reached

“A rescue operation was started and within
ten minutes, we took the woman out of the
water. Immediately, we sent her to the
hospital for treatment,” he said.

A senior police officer said the woman’s

A 27-year-old woman was rescued after she

The problem is not new. DHBVN had
issued instructions reiterating that
builders and RWAs could not charge
occupants more than the approved rates.
The instructions also provided for
undertakings from such entities and
periodic verification by field officials.

. HERC has passed a few orders against

tariff violations in the last one year. Yet
complaints have continued, raising

L. questions about enforcement and the

transparency of billing in large
complexes.In 2022, DHBVN

« introduced a unified billing system for

single-point connections to check
excess billing and violations of HERC
tariffs. Under it, bills were to be
generated through software created by
the discom, and residents were expected
to get relief from paying more than the
approved tariff and more than they
consume.

Cow on road leads to crash,
helps kidnapped salesman

escape; two arrested
GURGAON.(Agency)

A cow suddenly coming in front of a
speeding car proved to be a boon fora 23-
year-old salesman allegedly kidnapped
by a group of five to six men over an old
dispute in the city. The white Hyundai
Creta, in which Vicky alias Roni was
being taken towards Hisar after an
assault, met with an accident along
Hansi-Barwala road allowing him to
escape, police said. Two men, Nitin (20)
and Khush alias Manjeet (19), were
arrested Monday in connection with the
Oct 7 incident, and police are trying to
identify and nab the remaining accused.
According to police, the incident came to
light on the night of October 7, when
Sector 93 police post received
information that five to six men
travelling in a white Creta had assaulted a
youth at Garhi Labour Chowk and
forcibly taken him away. A police team
reached the spot and the victim’s family
was informed. Vicky’s father submitted a
written complaint on Oct 8.

In his complaint, the father said that
Vicky worked as a salesman and had a
dispute a few months earlier with a
youth, Prince, over sales-related work.
Since then, Prince and his associates had
allegedly been harbouring a grudge
against Vicky and had threatened to kill
him.The complaint stated that Vicky had
gone to Garhi to meet a friend on Oct 7.
Around 10 pm, his friend called the
family and informed them that five to six
men had arrived in a white Creta at
Labour Chowk about an hour and a half
earlier, assaulted Vicky and abducted
him.A case of kidnapping and act done
by multiple persons of BNS was
registered at Sector 10 police station.
During the investigation, police learnt
that Nitin operates a taxi in the city, while
Khush alias Manjeet works as a Rapido
rider. ACP Crime Naveen Sharma said
that a few days before the incident, Vicky
and his friend, Sachin alias Kalu, had a
dispute with Nitin and Prince. Police said
that this was behind the incident.

Cops rescue woman who jumped
into Hindon after fight with hushand

Noida.(Agency) also rushed out of the house behind her, but

they lost her.
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chase. The accused opened fire and was injured during retaliatory
firing before being taken into custody.

.Police seized a knife, a country-made pistol, one live cartridge,
two spent cartridges and a motorcycle from Bilal’s possession
during the arrest. He was taken to the hospital and is in stable
condition.During questioning, the accused identified himself as
Bilal and named his brother Gulzar and their cousin Farmaan in

\t\he case. j

husband is a UP police sub-inspector and is
currently deployed in Hathras district. He had
come home on leave on Tuesday, and at night
they had a fight. After that, the woman left the
house in Pratap Vihar around 12.30am.

The distance between her house and the
barrage is roughly 4 km. The family members
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Fake call centre running credit car

limit scam busted in Gurugram

Gurugram: Gurugram
Police have busted a fake
call centre operating a
credit card limit enhance-
ment scam in Delhi and
arrested five accused,
including a woman. Police
said the accused had been
involved in cyber fraud for
the past five months and
frequently changed loca-
tions every 10 to 15 days
to evade  detection.
According to police, on
March 11, a man lodged a
complaint at Cyber Crime
Police Station South alleg-
ing that he was cheated of
around Rs 28,000 after
receiving a fraudulent link
from a person claiming to
increase his credit card

limit. Based on the com-
plaint, a case was regis-
tered. Later, a police team
raided a fake call centre in
Delhi’s Janakpuri area and
arrested five accused on
Friday. The accused were
identified as Rahul (33), a
resident of Baljit Nagar,
Delhi; Anuj Pal (20),
Gaurav (24) and Mukul
Kirar (22), all residents of
Inderpuri, Delhi; and
Anchal (21), a resident of
Tilak  Nagar, Delhi.
During interrogation, the
accused revealed that they
duped people by offering
to increase their credit
card limits. They allegedly
worked on the instruc-
tions of the main accused

Registration made mandatory for

bulk waste generators in Delhi

New Delhi: The Centre has put in place a registra-
tion framework for establishments generating large
quantities of solid waste, making residential societies,
institutions and commercial premises responsible for
formally entering the waste management system. Under
the guidelines issued by the Central Pollution Control
Board (CPCB) in September 2026, bulk waste genera-
tors will have to register on the central online portal and
pay a one-time fee ranging from Rs 1,000 to Rs 10,000,
depending on the quantity and category of waste gener-
ated. The requirement covers buildings spread over
20,000 square metres or more, establishments using at
least 40,000 litres of water a day, or those generating 100
kg or more of solid waste daily. Government and private
institutions, schools, colleges, hospitals, hotels, malls,
industrial units, markets, stadiums, community and
marriage halls, besides residential societies, fall within
the category. The system is to be implemented across

states and Union
Territories, including
Delhi and the National
Capital Region. Registered
entities will also have to
submit annual returns
online by June 30 each
year. At that stage, they
will pay an annual process-
ing fee equal to 25 per cent
of the registration fee. The
registration and annual
fees will be shared equally
between the CPCB and
the State Pollution Control
Board or Pollution Control
Committee concerned.

NAME CHANGE

IKM ANUSHKA SINGHANUSHKA
SINGH DIO SUDHINDRA SINGH
GHALOT RO DO7V S PLAZAAAS
VIKAS COLONYSECTOR-3NEAR CEN-
TRAL PARKSIKANDRAAGRAUTTAR
PRADESH-282007 HAVE CHANGEDMY
NAME TO ANUSHKA SINGH GAHLOUT
FORALL FUTURE PURPOSES

NAME CHANGE
I, Dassy Rani W/O Dinesh Karan,
B-10, Gidwani Road, Adarsh Nagar
Azadpur PO: N.s Mandi, Dist North
West Delhi Pin:110033 Have
Changed My Name To Daizy Rani
For All The Future Purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, Raj Singh Mann, S/O Harnarayan
Singh Mann, R/O H No- 600, Hamid
Pur, North West Delhi, Delhi - 110036
have changed my name to Raj Singh
Maan for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
| POONAM PAWAR W/O MAHESH
KUMAR R/O 12, Pocket- 7, SECTOR-
21, ROHINI, North West Delhi, Delhi -
110086, | HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO POONAM

PUBLIC NOTICE

This is to inform the general public
that Mr. Pradeep Singh and Deepa
Bisht Intend purchase the Entire
Second Floor (Without
Roof/Terrace Rights) of the
Property bearing MCD No. 172,
(Old No. 136) Plot No. 140-B, area
measuring 133.1/4 Sq. yards
approx.., out of Khasra no.
189/150, Situated in the area of
Village Garhi Jharia Maria, Delhi
State  Delhi, Property/Colony
Known as 172, Second Floor, Sant
Nagar, New Delhi-110065, from
Mrs. Kusum Chauhan, initially,
Sale Deed dated 18.06.2002 exe-
cuted by Mrs. Usha Rani Sharma
in favor of Mrs. Aruna Chauhan
and Mr. Vikas Chauhan in respect
of Said Property, (Doc. No. 4641)
unfortunately, Mrs. Aruna Chauhan
died on 30.06.2013, thereafter Mr.
Vikas Chauhan executed a Gift
Deed dated 12.12.2025 in favour
of Mrs. Kusum Chauhan, as vide
reg. in Doc. No. 2025/9/1/8399,
Book No. 1, Vol No. 4978, Pg. No.
137 to 156, dated 17.12.2025,
SRO-South East Defence Colony
and in the property chain SMC of
Mrs. Aruna Chauhan died on
30.06.2013 and Succession Letter
both are not available, accordingly
only Mrs. Kusum Chauhan owner
of the said property, The property is
stated to be free from all encum-
brances, liens, charges, mort-
gages, claims, and other third-
party interests, Please also note
that the said property is proposed
to be financed by Bajaj Housing
Finance Ltd., Subhash Nagar
Delhi. If any person(s) objection &
regarding subject property, then
kindly may submit his/her objection
within 07 days from the date of the
Notice in writing. The said objec-
tion may be kindly sent to the
undersigned by way of the
Registered Post on the address
given below and by E-mail. failing
which, the claim as per aforesaid
shall be treated as null and void in
respect of the subject property.
[ASHWANI KUMAR] Advocate
Chamber No. 122,
Tehsil Compound,
Ghaziabad, U.P.
kumar2021ashwani@gmail.com

NAME CHANGE

|, MANDEEP KUMAR, S/O VIJEN-
DER PAL SINGH, R/O FLAT NO-G-
103,RAHEJA  ATHARVA PAWALA
KHUSRUPUR,SECTOR-
109,BAJGHERA,PO CARTER-
PURI,GURGAON,HARYANA-122017,
HAVE CHANGED MY NAME TO
MANDEEP KUMAR TOMAR FOR
ALL FUTURE PURPOSES

NAME CHANGE
I Manish Kumar Koli S/O Vinod
Kumar Koli R/O 1/10073, Gali No
3-J, West Gorakh Park Shahdara
Delhi- 110032 | have Changed My
Name to Manish Kumar

NAME CHANGE

| PRAMOD SINGH YADAWA, Army no -
15174250, Rank - Hav, Presently
Residing At - Surwat ( Maujpur), Post-
Ramgarh, Teh - Kashimabad, Dist -
Ghazipur, State- Uttar Pradesh, Pin -
275201 have changed my name from
PRAMOD SINGH YADAWA to
PRAMOD SINGH YADAV for all future
purposes, Vide affidavit dated 15/10/2026
before Notary Delhi.

AUGMENTATION OF POWER
SUPPLY SYSTEM

Tender Notice No. DYCEE-PS-
MLG-HQ-12-26-27; Date: 13-10-
2026. E-tender are invited by the
undersigned for the following work.
Tender No. DYCEE-PS-MLG-HQ-12-
26-27; Name of Work: Augmentation
of power supply system providing
power source at load centre and APFC
panel. Advertised Value:
365,57,138.00; Earnest Money:
%1,31,200.00. E-tenders will be
closed at 15:00 hrs. on 28-10-2026.
The complete information with the
tender document of above e-tender will
be available in www.ireps.gov.in.

Dy.CEE/PS/Maligaon/HQ
NORTHEAST FRONTIER RAILWAY

"Serving Customers with a smile"

and received salaries for
their role. Police said the
main accused provided
customer data to the team,
following which they con-
tacted people posing as
bank representatives
offering credit card limit
enhancement. Fraudulent
links were then sent to vic-
tims, and the information
obtained through them
was used to purchase
goods online using the vic-
tims’ credit cards. The
purchased items were
either handed over to the
main accused or sold by
the accused themselves if
the value ranged between
Rs 5,000 and Rs 7,000.
ACP (Cyber) Gaurav
Phogat said the call centre
had been operated by the
main accused Rahul since
January 2026. “After com-
mitting frauds, the
accused would shut down

NAME CHANGE
1, Ik Ram UL Haque S/O Md Rahaman,
470, Gaon- Rahimabad, Thana Town
Nill - Chawk Chakle Vaini, Anchal -
Tajpur , Dist Samastipur Bihar -848130
Have Changed My Name To Md.
Ekramul For All The Future Purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, hitherto known as Jagatarani Devi
W/O Sahdev Kamti R/O shivipatti ,
PO: Rajnagar, Madhubani, Bihar,
847235, have changed my name and
shall hereafter be known as JAG-
TARAN DEVI.

NAME CHANGE
I, hitherto known as Munni Khatoon
W/O Md Akhtar, katai barail, braham-
pur purvi, Barhampur, PO: Ratanpur,
DIST: Darbhanga, Bihar - 847307
changed my name and shall hereafter|
be known as Umat Khatoon.

NAME CHANGE
I, hitherto known as Jyoti Devi W/O
Radharaman Jha,Ward no-02,Dat,Post-
Jayantipur, Dat, Jayantipur, Darbhanga
JAlinagar, Bihar,847103, have changed
my name and shall hereafter be known
as JYOTI KUMARI

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that |,
REHAN MONDAL S/O SAOUL
MONDAL R/O House No-8, Street
No-7, Geeta Colony, Gandhi
Nagar, Gandhi Nagar East, NCT Of|
Delhi-110031 declare that name of|
my father and my mother has been
wrongly written as SAOULL and
ARCHANA in my 10th class educa-
tional documents and SAIJUL and
ARCHANA in my 12th Class
Educational Documents. The actu-
al name of my father and my moth-
er are SAOUL MONDAL and BABY
MONDAL respectively which may
be amended accordingly.
NAME CHANGE

| hitherto Known as RAJ KUMAR
alias RAJ KUMAR SAHU S/o
PRAKASH CHAND SAHU Residing
at 55, 3rd Floor, Chitra Vihar, Near
Ram Mandir, Gyan Park, Chander
Nagar, Nirman Vihar, Shankarpur,
East Delhi 110092 have changed my
name and shall hereafter be known
as RAJ KUMAR SAHU.

NAME CHANGE

| hitherto known as AYUSHI AGARW-
AL D/o BIRENDRA AGARWAL W/o
SHUBHAM VAISH R/o House No.-7
,Jain Mandir Road ,Near Shivaji
Stadium ,VTC - New Delhi GPO ,New
Delhi 110001 have changed my name
and shall hereafter be known as
AYUSHI VAISH .

stated updations were made

PUBLIC NOTICE
I, SHUJAUDDIN S/O Mr. MOHD. UMAR R/O 3751, STREET NAJAF, NEAR
SEEMA LODGE, CHURIWALAN, DELHI-110006 state in the birth certificate
Regs No. MCDOLIR-0111-005034273 of my son ATHAR SIDDIQUI under

S.No.

Previous DOB Certificate Details

Updated DOB Certificate Details

1. Mohd. Athar Siddiqui

Athar Siddiqui

2. Father’'s Name : Shujauddin Siddiqui

Shujauddin

3. Mother’s Name : Meenakshi Siddiqui

Meenakshi Kashyap

| consent to Ramjas International School Sec 4 R.K.Puram New Delhi to put
the said updated details in the 10th class CBSE(LOC) of Athar Siddiqui

NEW DELHI
DATE: 15/10/2025

NOTICE

Public at large is hereby informed that Smt. Pooja Sharma is the owner of
Vacant Plot no. G-176, area measuring 170 sq. i.e. 142.14 sq. meters,
Khasra no. 1 etc 81, Village Ziauddinpur, in the Abadi of G-Block, Ganga
Vihar Gokal Puri, lllaga Shahdara, Delhi-110094., Initially, GPA, ATS & Will
23.07.1981, executed by (1) Sh. Daulat Ram and (2) Budhan in favour of
Sh. Chet Ram than, GPA, ATS & Will 01.06.1982, executed by Sh. Chet
Ram in favour of Sh. Ram Chander than, GPA, ATS & Will dated
01.06.1982, executed by Sh. Chet Ram in favour of Sh. Moolchand than,
GPA & ATS dated 12.11.1983, executed by Sh. Ram Chander in favour of
Smt. Suresh Kumari Kaushik @ Smt. Suresh Kumari than, GPA & ATS
dated 21.05.1984, executed by Sh. Moolchand in favour of Smt. Suresh
Kumari Kaushik @ Smt. Suresh Kumari than, Regd. Will dated 18.02.2013,
executed by Smt. Suresh Kumari Kaushik @ Smt. Suresh Kumari in favour
of (1) Sh. Rahul Kaushik and (2) Sh. Uday Kaushik than, Smt. Suresh
Kumari Kaushik died on 04.09.2018, leaving behind their legal hire, (1) Sh.
Rahul Kaushik and (2) Sh. Uday Kaushik, Finally, Sale Deed 09.04.2026,
executed by (1) Sh. Rahul Kaushik and (2) Sh. Uday Kaushik in favour of
Smt. Pooja Sharma doc no. 2026/12/1/2224, vol no. 6703, page no. 109-
130,. Who intends to mortgage the said immovable property for their|
Bonafide requirements to Mahindra & Mahindra Financial Services Limited.
Whosoever is having any objection to the said mortgage or anyone has
claim or right or interest in the said property shall contact the undersigned
with the objection within 07 days failing which it shall be presumed that there
stands no objections or claims to this property.

PRAGYA BHUSHAN ADVOCATE

Office: L-27,GF, Kailash Colony, New Delhi-48

Enrl. No. D/721/02

Mob.: 9968006418

NORTHERN RAILWAY

OPEN TENDERS NOTICE

The Director/Admin, Northern Railway Central Hospital, New Delhi-110055, for and
on behalf of the President of India invites sealed open electronic-tenders for under

noted work:-
Name of work Approximate | Earnest |Comple-| Dateof
costofwork | moneyto tion opening
be period
Deposited
Repair to ward No. 2 & 9 Cabin Rs. Rs. 08 10.11.2026
1,3,10,12,5,6 & 7 at NRCH in [1,23,44,301.18| 2,46,900/- | Months.
the S/o ADEN/NRCH.

The e-tender is to be submit through railway website www.ireps.gov.in. The tenders can
be submiton website up to 15:00 hrs. on 10.11.2026 and shall be opened there after.

No.: 128-W-269-0.E.T-09-26-27-NRCH

Date: 15.10.2026 3597/2026

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

operations for two to three
days and then resume
activities. To avoid detec-
tion by law enforcement
agencies, they changed
their location every 10 to
15 days. “The main
accused supplied fresh
customer data after each
fraud and took back the
old data. We are question-
ing the accused,” the ACP
said.

d SDH Bhaderwah promotes Eye Health, Vision Care to mark World Sight Day

BHADERWAH: Sub-District Hospital (SDH) Bhaderwah organized an awareness programme to mark World Sight
Day 2026. The event centered on this year’s theme, “Love Your Eyes-” to raise public awareness about the importance
of eye health, regular eye examinations and timely treatment of vision-related problems. The patients and attendants
were informed about common eye diseases, preventive measures and the importance of maintaining good eye health.
The participants were encouraged to seek timely medical advice and undergo regular eye check-ups to prevent avoid-
able vision impairment. Additionally, hospital health staff, including Senior Ophthalmic Technicians Sanjay Kumar and
Raju Kumar, conducted Eye screening of several patients and visitors to facilitate early detection of vision-related prob-
lems. Spectacles were also distributed among eligible beneficiaries as part of the programme. The health staff empha-

sised that regular eye
examinations, early detec-
tion and appropriate treat-
ment play a vital role in pro-
tecting eyesight and reduc-
ing the risk of avoidable
visual impairment.

PUBLIC NOTICE

This is to inform to the public at large
that my Client Mrs. Satya Ranjan
Wi/o- Nil Kanth R/o- B2/569 JJ
Colony Madanpur Khadar New Delhi
110076. My client has severed all her
family relations from her daughter's
namely Kalpna Mahto and her hus-
band Nimai Mahto and their children
R/0-B2/569 JJ Colony Madanpur
Khadar New Delhi 110076, and dis-
owned and debarred both from her
all moveable and immoveable prop-
erties due to their bad, unfaithful, dis-
respectful behavior. Henceforth, My
Client and his, that will be informed
to the SHO, PS Kalindikun;.
JAY KUMAR(ADVOCATE)
High Court &
District Court of Delhi.
Ch. N0.969 Patiala House Court
New Delhi 110002

NAME CHANGE
I, YASHAJIT DHOBLE S/O AJIT MAD-
HUKAR DHOBLE R/O RZF-769/6 gali
no 11 palam colony rajnagar part 2
south west delhi 110077, CHANGED
MY NAME TO YASH.

NAME CHANGE
I, VANDANA GUPTA W/O GAURAY
GUPTA RIO HNO4-B, POCKET-A,
MIG FLATS, GTB ENCLAVE, DELHI-
110093 HAVE CHANGED MY NAME
TO VANDANA GOYAL.

NAME CHANGE

1, hitherto known as Simran Batra alias
Simran S Batra S/O Hanwant Bir Singh
Batra, R/O 707, manoranjan park,
saket road, Meerut Cantt, Meerut, Uttar
Pradesh - 250001, have changed my
name and shall hereafter be known as
Simran Batra.

ELECTRICAL GENERAL
WORKS

Tender Notice No: EL/29/69_2026/K/
1559; Dated: 13-10-2026. E-Tender are
invited by the undersigned for the
following work; Tender No.: 69_2026.
Name of Work : Electrical General
work in connection with "ABSS:- At
Siliguri Jn.-Soft Upgradation of Facade
of Existing Building, Portico, Circulating
Area, Platform Surfacing, Parking Area
and Renovation of Waiting Hall". Tender
Value: 1,77,21,195/-; Earnest
Money: %3,54,400/-; Date & time of
closing of tender at 15:00 hrs. and
opening of tender at 15:30 hrs. on
03-11-2026. Complete information
alongwith tender document of above e-
tender are available in the website
www.ireps.gov.in

Sr. DEE (G&Chg.), Katihar

@ NORTHEAST FRONTIER RAILWAY

Serving Customers With A Smile

NAME CHANGE
| MOHD SUHAIL SAIFI S/O RAHEES
AHMED R/O. HNO-352, STREET
NO-17, ABLOCK, BRIJPURI, DELHI-
110094 HAVE CHANGED MY NAME
SHOAIL SAIFI PERMANENTLY

NAME CHANGE
| RAEES AHMED SAIFI S/O WALI
MOHAMMAD ~ R/O.  HNO-352,
STREET NO-17, ABLOCK, BRIJPUR|,
DELHI110094 HAVE CHANGED MY
RAHEES AHMED PERMANENTLY

NAME CHANGE
| hitherto known as BIRJO W/O
MAHAVEER R/O Atrauli , Ghaziabad
, Atrauli , Uttar Pradesh — 245304
have changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as BRIJBALA

NAME CHANGE

1, hitherto known as NITA KHURANA
W/O SUBHASH KHURANA R/O H
NO-B-2/231, YAMUNA VIHAR,
DELHI-110053 have changed my
name and shall hereafter be known
as ANITA. It is certified that | have
complied with other legal require-
ments in this connection.

NAME CHANGE
1, Mohammad Faizul Islam S/O Md
Minhazul Islam, RZC-205, 50 Feet
Road Nihal Vihar, Nangloi Dist:
West Delhi Pin:110041 Have
Changed My Name To Md Faizul
Islam For All The Future Purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, TARSEM KAUR W/O. SANJIV
KUMAR SHARMA R/O H.NO-C-148,
VIKAS NAGAR, UTTAM NAGAR,
DELHI-110059 have changed my
name to TISHA SHARMA.

NAME CHANGE
|, Laxmi W/O Devinder Singh, B-
3/384, Sector -6. Rohini, North West
Delhi Pin:110085 Have Changed My
Name To Laxmi Devi For All The
Future Purposes.

NAME CHANGE
1, Neeru Rani W/O Anuj Garg, D-55,
Hakikat Rai Road, Adarsh Nagar,
North West Delhi Pin: 110033 Have
Changed My Name To Neeru Garg
For All The Future Purposes.

NAME CHANGE
| hitherto known as RATAN S/o JAGAN
NATH SHAH R/o N — 18/49 T — Huts ,
L — Block , J.J Colony Ashok Vihar ,
North West Delhi, Delhi — 110052 have
changed my name and shall hereafter|
be known as SANTAN KUMAR

NAME CHANGE

1, Priyanka Kumari W/O Baiju Kumar,
Khasra No. 1258, Street No. -14,
Block -J Bhatta Road, Swaroop
Nagar, Libas Pur PO: Samai Pur Dist
North West Delhi Pin: 110042 Have
Changed My Name To Priyanka Devi
For All The Future Purposes.

NAME CHANGE

I, SHANTI ELIS wife of RESHU
presently residing at PLOT NO-B-927,
JJ COLONY, SHIV VIHAR, UTTAM
NAGAR, EAST DELHI, NEAR
MANDIR-110059, have changed my
name from SHANTI ELIS to SHANTI
ALICE for all future purposes, vide affi-
davit dated 14/10/2026, before Notary
Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE

I, SEEMA daughter of LATE SK
VARMA, resident of, M-314, SEC-
TOR-25, JAL VAYU VIHAR, NOIDA-
201301, GAUTAM BUDDH NAGAR
(UTTAR PRADESH) have changed
my name from SEEMA to SEEMA
VARMA vide affidavit dated 15 Oct
2026 at New Delhi.

NAME CHANGE

It is for general information that I,
KALAVATI W/O RAJENDER R/OKII-
1253, Sangam Vihar, Po: Deoli, Dist:
South Delhi, Delhi-110062, declare
that name of mine and my husband
have been wrongly written as
KALAWATI and RAJENDRA in my
minor son namely ABHISHEK aged
17 years in his 10th class educational
documents. The actual name of mine
and my husband are KALAVATI and
RAJENDER respectively which may
be amended accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
I, MOHAMMAD IMRAN S/O
MOHD USMAN R/O House
Number-E-976, Street Number-5,
Shri Ram Colony, 20-Futa Raod,
Saba Pur Delhi, North East Delhi,
Delhi-110094, have changed the
name of my minor son HAMZA
aged 16 years and he shall here-
after be known as MOHD HAMZA.

NAME CHANGE

I, ROHIT KUMAR UPADHYAY son
of Shri GAYA PRASAD UPAD-
HYAY residing at 16/381, 2nd
Floor, Dakshinpuri Ext., Virat
Cinema, Dr. Ambedkar Nagar,
Dakshinpuri Phase-Il, South Delhi,
Delhi-110062, have changed the
name of my minor daughter
APARNA aged 14 years and she
shall hereafter be known as
APARNA UPADHYAY.

PROVISION OF DISTRIBUTED

TYPE ELECTRONIC
INTERLOCKING SYSTEM

E-Tender Notice No.: KIR-N-2026-
K-36; dated: 09-10-2026. E-tenders are
invited by the undersigned for the
following work: Name of work:
Provision of distributed type electronic
Interlocking system at Siliguri Jn. Station
of Katihar Division. Tender Value:
%9,78,03,371.46; Earnest Money:
19,56,100.00. E-tender will be closed
at 15:00 hrs. on 02-11-2026 and opened
at 15:30 hrs. on 02-11-2026. The
complete information with the tender
document of above e-tender will be
available upto 15:00 hrs of 02-11-2026
in website http://www.ireps.gov.in.

DRM (S&T), Katihar
NORTHEAST FRONTIER RAILWAY

"Serving Customers with a smile"

NAME CHANGE
I, JYOTI CHAVAN wife of No.
14681426M, Rank-NK Name- CHA-
VAN DEEPAK DATTATRAY, Resident
of VILL-KHINDWADI, POST &
TEHSIL-SATARA,  DIST-SATARA,
MAHARASHTRA- 415001, have
changed my name from JYOTI CHA-
VAN to JYOTI DEEPAK CHAVAN for
all future purposes vide Affidavit dated
15/10/2026 before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
| TALHA S/O. QASIMUDDIN R/O.
1578, SUIWALAN DARYA GANJ,
DELHI-110002 HAVE CHANGED
MY MOHAMMAD TALHA PER-
MANENTLY

NAME CHANGE

It is for general information that I,
ANU GUPTA D/O VINOD KUMAR
GUPTA W/o SUNIL GOEL,
Residing at 11263/6, DORI-
WALAN, MANAK PURA, KAROL
BAGH, DELHI-110005 declare that
name of mine has been wrongly
written as ANU GOEL in my minor
daughter ANVI GOEL, aged 14
years in his school Records, The
actual name of mine is ANU
GUPTA, which may be amended
accordingly. It is certified that |
have complied with other legal
requirements in this connection.

NAME CHANGE

I, Soniya Devi W/o Kapil Pandit R/o
162, BEECH PATTI, FATEHPUR
BERI, CHANDAN HOLA, PO; CHAN-
DANHOOLA, DIST: SOUTH DELHI
DELHI-110074 have changed my
name and shall hereafter be known
as Dhramsheela devi

NAME CHANGE

It is for general information that |
SHARIF ANSARI S/O SHAMSHAD
ALl, R/O H.N. A-29/2, Shalimar
Garden Main Sahibabad, Police
Station Sahibabad, Tahshil
Ghaziabad, Ghaziabad, UP - 201005
declare that the name of mine and my
father has been wrongly written as
MOHD SHARIF and SHAMSHAD in
my Aadhar Card No. 4654 0073
5958. The actual name of mine and
my Father are SHARIF ANSARI and
SHAMSHAD ALI, Which may be
amended accordingly .

NAME CHANGE
|, Jitendara S/o shivnath, R/O Bhanaira,
PO: Nagla Akhu, DIST: Ghaziabad,
Uttar Uttar Pradesh - 201204, have
changed the name of my minor son
Daksh aged 17 years and he shall
hereafter be known as ABHAY.

NAME CHANGE
I, RAJU S/O JAIRAM R/O E-91, TELE-
PHON MOHALLA, SANJAY COLONY,
BHATI MINES, CHATTAR PUR,
DELHI-110074 HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO RAJU KUMAR FOR ALL
FUTURE PURPOSES.

NAME CHANGE
|, Seerat D/o Vishal Gulati R/o 322,
Sector -13, Urban Estate, Thanesar,
Kurukshetra, Haryana-136118, have
changed my name to Seerat Gulati

NAME CHANGE
I, KHUSHBOO W/O SHAKIL
AHMAD, D/O SHOKAT ALI, resid-
ing at 285 G/F OLD NO-101,
BLOCK- F GALI NO-84, MAHAVIR
ENCLAVE PART-3, Uttam Nagar,
West Delhi, Delhi - 110059, have
changed my name from KHUSH-
BOO to KHUSHNOOR ALI for all
future purposes and in my Aadhar
Card No. 7436 1216 9456 my date
of birth wrongly mentioned as
01/12/1986 instead of his correct
date of birth as 01/12/1998,which
may be amended accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
I, RAJU S/o SHRI RAM R/O House
No. 304, Gali No. 2, Saidulajab,
Malviya Nagar SO South Delhi, Delhi
- 110017 have changed the name of|
my minor Son MAX aged 15 years
and he shall hereafter be known as
PRATEEK SINGH . | have changed
his name only not his religion.

NAME CHANGE
1, PARVEEN SINGH S/O DEV KARAN
SINGH R/O HOUSE NO-794/35NEAR
WATER SUPPLY TANK,DAYANAND
COLONY, GURGAON, HARYANA-
122001, HAVE CHANGED MY NAME
TO PRAVEEN SINGH FOR ALL
FUTURE PURPOSES
NAME AND DATE OF
BIRTH CHANGE

1, GUDDI mother of No. 15737176F
Rank- NK Name-DEEPAK Residing
at GRAM-MAHENDRA SINGH KA
PURA, POST-AKODA, DIST-
BHIND, MADHYA PRADESH-
477001, have changed my name
from GUDDI to GUDDI DEVI for all
future purposes, in my son’s service
record my date of birth wrongly men-
tioned as 01/01/1973 instead of my
correct date of birth as 01/01/1971
Vide Affidavit dated 15/10/2026
before Notary Public Delhi.

following works.

SI.No.: 1; Tender No. : 40/26/0382/0T/137/2026-27; Closing/Opening Date: 21-10-2026

STORES E-PROCUREMENT

E-Procurement Tender Notice No.: S/20/2026-27, Dtd: 01-10-2026. E-Tender are invited by the undersigned for the

Brief Description : Sealed maintenance free battery 1100 AH VRLA type with inter cell & end cell connector conforming
to RDSOs Specn No.RDSO/PE/SPEC/AC/0009-2014 (Rev-2) or latest. [ Warranty Period: 30 Months after the date of
delivery] [Inspection Agency: TPI, Stage Insp.: No, Stages: 0 ] [UVAM Linking: Item:2300197,1100 Ah VRLA battery]
Iltem Type: Goods (supply). (i) Qty-13 Set for Dibrugarh Town Workshop Depot, N.F. Railway (Assam), (ii) 10 Set for New
Bongaigaon Workshop Depot, N.F. Railway (Assam). P.L. No-45170393.

SI.No.: 2; Tender No. : 61/26/5206/0T/138/2026-27; Closing/Opening Date: 28-10-2026

Brief Description :

GLUED INSULATED RAIL JOINTS FOR BG UIC 60/60E1 G3(L) DRG: (RDSO) RDSO-T-2572 Alt-5
SPEC: (RDSO) Manual for GIRJ-2024 [ Warranty Period: 30 Months after the date of delivery] [Inspection Agency: TPI,
Stage Insp.: No, Stages: 0] [UVAM Linking: Item :3100450, GLUED INSULATED RAIL JOINTS] Item Type: Goods
(supply). Qty-1000 Nos. for SSE/P.WAY/TD/Bongaigaon, N.F. Railway (Assam). PL No-60110650002.

SI.No.: 3; Tender No. : 40/26/0555B/0T/139/2026-27; Closing/Opening Date: 10-11-2026

Brief Description :

Microprocessor Controller, Type-l, used in Roof Mounted AC Package Unit for LHB AC Coaches as
Per RDSO specification No. RDSO/PE/SPEC/AC/0139 2009 (REV-1)[ Warranty Period: 30 Months after the date of
delivery ][ Inspection Agency: TPI, Stage Insp.: No, Stages: 0] [UVAM Linking: Item:3100369, Microprocessor controller
for roof mounted AC package unit for LHB coaches and double decker coaches] Item Type: Goods (supply). (i) Qty-13
Nos for Dibrugarh Town Workshop Depot, N.F. Railway (Assam), (ii) Qty- 6 Nos.for Pandu GSD, N.F. Railway (Assam), (iii)
Qty-41 Nos for New Bongaigaon Workshop Depot, N.F. Railway (Assam), (iv) Qty-1 Nos for New Jalpaiguri GSD, N.F.
Railway (West Bengal). PL No-45212119.

SL.No.: 4; Tender No. : 61/26/5353/0T/140/2026-27; Closing/Opening Date: 13-11-2026

Brief Description :

Brief Description : TURNOUT PSC SLEEPER 1 IN 12 TURNOUT WITH 10125 MM OVER RIDING SWITCH (CURVED)
& CMS CROSSING B.G. (1673 MM) FOR 60E1 RAIL. (DRAWING AND ITEM DETAILS AS MENTIONED IN SET
DOCUMENTS ARE APPLICABLE) DRG: (RDSO) RDSO/T-4218, Alt.11 SPEC: (RDSO) IRS T 45 4th rev March 2021 with
corrigendum 1 2 SET DOC: SET DOCUMENT FOR RT-4218 [ Warranty Period: 30 Months after the date of delivery]
[Inspection Agency: RITES NON-TPI, Stage Insp.: NA, Stages: 0] [UVAM Linking: ] ltem Type: Goods (supply). (i) Qty-
14 Set for SR.DEN/C/Katihar, N.F. Railway (Bihar), (ii) Qty-1 Set for DRM/W/Alipurduar Jn., N.F. Railway (West Bengal),
(iii) Qty-37 Set for CH.OS/G/ENGG./Rangiya, N.F. Railway (Assam), (iv) Qty-57 Set for DRM/W/Tinsukia, N.F. Railway
(Assam), (v) 50 Set for Sr.DEN/C/Lumding, N.F. Railway (Assam). PL No-60190097004.

SI.No.: 5; Tender No. : 61/26/0006RC/OT/141/2026-27; Closing/Opening Date: 28-10-2026

1IN 12 TWS TURNOUT FOR 22.9T AXLE LOAD FOR 1 IN 12 WELDABLE CAST MANGANESE
STEEL CROSSING B.G. (1673 MM) FOR 60E1 RAIL WITH R260 GRADE ON PSC SLEEPERS (DRAWING AND ITEM
DETAILS AS MENTIONED IN SET DOCUMENTS ARE APPLICABLE) DRG: (RDSO) RDSO/T-8781, Alt.03 SPEC:
(RDSO) IRS/T-10-2025, (RDSO) IRS:T-29 (Revised -2024) SET DOC: Set Document for RT-8781. [ Warranty Period: 30
Months after the date of delivery] [Quantity Tolerance (+/-): 5 %age, ltem Category: Normal, Total PO value variation
Permitted: Max 8 lacs | [ Rate of supply 51 units per Month, Commencement Time Allowed -1 Day | UVAM Item ref.
(Item Id :- 3100048-CAST MANGANESE STEEL CROSSINGS & WELDABLE CAST MANGANESE STEEL CROSSINGS,
Sub Item 1d:-3100048004 WELDABLE CAST MANGANESE STEEL CROSSINGS). Qty-923.00 Set for SSE/P-WAY/
Bongaigaon, (Assam). PL No-60061078003.

SI.No.: 6; Tender No. : 60/25/5040A/0T/142/2026-27; Closing/Opening Date: 14-12-2026

Brief Description :

(1) SUPPLY, INSTALLATION AND COMMISSIONING OF PIT-LESS ELECTRONIC IN-MOTION
WEIGHBRIDGE at Lakwa and Bhojo Station, Tinsukia DIV. NF RLY. TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS AS PER RDSO
TECHNICAL PAMPHLET WD-29-MISC-19 REV-1 OR LATEST EDITION. MAKE: RDSO APPROVED VENDORS.
ALONGWITH CCTV CAMERA SETUP OF 02 NOS OF 5MP IP BASED CAMERAS AND TRANSMISSION TO C&W
DIVISIONAL CONTROL OFFICE. [ Inspection Agency: TPI, Stage Insp.: No, Stages: 0] [UVAM Linking: ] Item Type:
Goods (supply). Qty-2 Set for SSE(C&W)/IC/Mariani, N.F. Railway (Assam). PL No- 653200580040.(2) Comprehensive
AMC for 6 years after the expiry of warranty period. [ Warranty Period: Months after the date of delivery, AMC Period: 6
years, Rate of Discounting: 10 % Start After Year: 2] [ Inspection Agency: CONSG, Stage Insp.: NA, Stages: 0] Item Type:
AMC. Qty-2 Set for SSE(C&W)/IC/Mariani, N.F. Railway (Assam). PL No-65320058.

Note :- For full details of Tender Notice and Tender Documents, Tenderer may log on to the website (www.ireps.gov.in)
prospective bidder who intend to participate in above tenders are required to log in themselves with the above website
and submit their offer electronically, if they are already registered with IREPS. In case they are not registered with
IREPS, they are advised to obtain class-Ill Digital Signature Certificate from the certifying agencies under Govt. of
India IT Act 2000 and participate in the above tenders.
Principal Chief Material Manager, Maligaon
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NAME CHANGE
1, NARESH KUMAR S/O PURAN BHA-
GAT R/O HOUSE NO-2/56,NEAR
POST OFFICE, SHIVAJINAGAR, FAR-
RUKHNAGAR, GURGAON,
HARYANA-122001 DECLARE THAT
"NARESH SUDAN" NAME MENTION
IN MY SON (RAHUL SUDAN) MATRIC-
ULATION  CERTIFICATE. THAT
"NARESH SUDAN" AND "NARESH
KUMAR" IS SAME PERSON i.e.my seff.
In future | shall be known as "NARESH
KUMAR" for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
1, Molana Sharif Ahmad S/o Mohd Saddik
R/o House No.30, Tain Block-1, Tain(152),
Mewat, Haryana-122107 have changed
my name to Shareef Ahmad.

NAME CHANGE
| Sital D/o Brajesh Dwivedi R/o Mal
ka Purva, Kanpur Dehat, Uttar|
Pradesh-209302 have changed my
name to Vaishnavi Dwivedi for all
future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, SUNIL KUMAR S/O RAMA
SHANKAR R/O House No0.2576,
Jawahar Colony, Faridabad, Haryana-
121001 have changed my name to
SUNIL KUMAR TIWARI.

NAME CHANGE
I, NAHIDA BEGUM W/O JAMIL
AHMAD RO RAISIKA, RAISIKA(174),
MEWAT, SOHNA, HARYANA-122103
HAVE CHANGED MY NAME TO
NAHIDA BEGAM.

NAME CHANGE
I, JAMIL AHMED S/O HUSAIN KHAN
RIO RAISIKA, RAISIKA(174),
MEWAT, SOHNA, HARYANA-122103
HAVE CHANGED MY NAME TO
JAMIL AHMAD.

NAME CHANGE
l, MOHMMED ISHA RO VILLAGE
PAHARPUR, WARD NOJ3, POST
MALA, TEH HATHIN, PAHARPUR(247),
PALWAL, HARYANA-121103 HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME TO MOHD ISA

NAME CHANGE
I, Ch Firoz S/o Nasimuddin R/o
H.No.K-78, Gali No.2, Near Khadde
Wali Masjid, Gautam Vihar, Delhi-
110053 have changed my name to
Firozuddin.

NAME CHANGE
I, Ajay S/o Harihar R/o H.No.K/597,
Gali No.3, Gautam Vihar, Garhi
Mendu, Delhi-110053 have changed
my name to Ajay Kumar.

PUBLIC NOTICE

It is for general information that I,
FEHMEEDA MALIK wife of]
SANOVAR MALIK, residing at T-
220, Savitri Nagar, Near Kali Masjid,
Malviya Nagar, District: South Delhi,
Delhi-110017, declare that name of|
mine has been wrongly written as
FAMIDA MALIK in my minor son
AMAN MALIK aged 15 years in his
School Records. The actual name of
mine is FEHMEEDA MALIK, which
may be amended accordingly.

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE is hereby given to public at
large that my client Bhawna Tripathi
is the purchasing Unit/Flat bearing
No. A-01 on First floor Front RHS
Flat without roof rights area measur-
ing 1179 sq ft i.e. 109.5327 Built on
Plot no. 02 out of Khasra no. 835 and
837 situated at Chhattarpur|
Extension, Tehsil Chhattarpur (for-
merly Saket), New Delhi from Mr.
Nitin Tanwar s/o Ziley Singh Tanwar
who is the owner of the above men-
tioned property vide GPA,
Agreement to Sale & WILL and
Intend to mortgage the said property
with Aditya Birla Housing Finance
Ltd. If any person(s) has/have any
objection(s) or claim(s) with respect
to the right, title or interest in the said
property may please contact us with-
in 07 days from the date of this notice
on the number & address mentioned
herein below, failing which my
client(s) shall not be held responsible
in any manner whatsoever.
Khaitan & Khaitan
Plot No. 100 ,1st floor
Okhla Phase lll, New Delhi
Ph. No: 011-49774545
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North Korea says It tested cruise missiles
gesigned to be fired from submarines

they were launched from an actual submarine or an that the North said were aimed at advancing its arsenal of
underwater test platform.North Korean state media said the weapons designed to overwhelm missile defenses in South
tests were aimed at assessing the readiness of the country's Koreaand Japan.

underwater combat systems, improving the Navy's ability to North Korea for years has been developing various ballistic
and cruise missiles designed to be fired from
underwater. It has also claimed progress in recent
months in building a nuclear-powered submarine that it
intends to arm with nuclear-capable weapons, as leader
Kim Jong Un turns his focus to strengthening the navy
2 after a decade of expanding the country's ballistic
., missile program.North Korea's potential acquisition of a
submarine capable of operating stealthily for extended
periods and launching missiles from underwater would
be a worrying development for its neighbors as such
launches would be difficult to detect in advance. But
there have been questions about whether North Korea, a
heavily sanctioned and impoverished country, has the
resources and technology needed to build such
carry out strategic missions and demonstrating the reliability systems.North Korea in recent weeks has also
of its nuclear deterrent.The South's military did not conducted live-fire drills and commissioned a new warship
immediately comment on the tests.The launches extended a as leader Kim Jong Un continues to flaunt his nuclear
recent run in weapons demonstrations, including tests of Wweapons program while rejecting US and South Korean
various hypersonic missile systems on Sept. 20 and Oct. 3 offers to resume long-stalled diplomacy.

‘It mainly means fear": Prospect of Bolsonaro
win looms large over Brazil's Indigenous

New Delhi, Friday , 16 October 2026 The Sikh Times 4

‘He Was Mentally
Unwell*: Family On
Bangladeshi Man
Killed Over
‘Blasphemy’

Dhaka.(Ajency)

A 38-year-old man has been
beaten to death by a mob in
Bangladesh's Satkhira over
allegations that he had hurt
religious sentiments, police have
said. Wahiduzzaman Shamim
was targeted after several audio
clips purportedly containing his
‘blasphemous' remarks went viral
on social media, according to a
report by The Daily Star.

The report said police once
rescued Shamim from the mob
and admitted him to a hospital.
But later at night, the group
returned and took him away from
the hospital to assault him again.
The man's condition soon
deteriorated, and he died on his
way to another hospital.

Shamim became the target of the
mob's anger after several of his
audio conversations were shared
on social media. Khairul Alam, a
local, told Bangladeshi daily
Prothom Alo that the recordings
contained remarks that allegedly
offended religious sentiments.
The audio clips sparked tension
in the area, leading to the
violence. The victim's family,
however, has claimed that he had
been behaving unusually for

# |t described the weapons as strategic,
implying an intent to arm them with
nuclear warheads, but did not specify
whether they were launched from an
actual submarine or _an underwater

test platform.

SEOUL.(Ajency)

North Korea says it has test-fired cruise missiles designed to
be fired from submarines as it continues to expand its
military capabilities during a prolonged freeze in diplomacy s
with Washington and Seoul.North Korean state media on
Thursday said the military tested two types of such missiles
in the country's eastern waters on Wednesday. The report
described the weapons as strategic, implying an intent to arm
them with nuclear warheads, but did not specify whether

=\

US coach who recorded young
gymnasts undressing is
sentenced to 90 years in prison

several days and was not
mentally well.

‘Special Day': How A
Coworker Stopped US
Teen's Hindu Temple
Shooting Plot

Washington.(Ajency)

The US teen, who has been
arrested for planning a violent
plot targeting a Hindu place of
worship in Illinois, Chicago, was
one malfunctioning rifle away
from becoming a mass shooter,
according to police. Alexandros
Paporakis, 19, who works as a
cashier at Taco Bell in the
suburban hometown of Palatin,
had plotted to carry out a "mass
shooting of Indian people" at a
Hindu temple in Aurora.
Paporakis allegedly drove from
his mother's home in Palatine to a
temple in Aurora on Sunday,
where he intended "to kill a
significant number of Indians",
NBC Chicago reported, citing
police.According to the report,
the suspect tried to open fire, but
his gun jammed, forcing him to
drive back home. There he
"searched the internet trying to
learn how to unjam his gun and
called a colleague, informing
them of (his) intent to carry out a
mass shooting," police said.

“Risk To Her Safety
Too Great": Indian-
origin Man Denied
Bail In Stalking Case

Canberra, Australia.(Ajency)

An Indian-origin public servant
in Australia has been refused bail
after being accused of stalking
and threatening a woman he met
through a dating app. A court
ruled that releasing him could put
the woman's safety and
wellbeing at serious risk. The
accused, identified as 31-year-
old Suyash Sinha, appeared
before the Australian Capital
Territory (ACT) Magistrates
Court on Wednesday, October
14, after police arrested him
during an operation at his home.
According to ABC News,
prosecutors opposed Sinha's
release, claiming he had become
obsessed with the woman and
continued contacting her despite
her repeated rejection. They
argued that granting bail could
put her safety at risk and that he
might interfere with witnesses or
evidence. The court also heard
that the woman was frightened by
his alleged behaviour and was
experiencing symptoms of post-
traumatic stress disorder
(PTSD).According to ABC
News, despite allegedly saying to
Mr Sinha, "I told you, I'm not
interested.

MANAUS.(Ajency)

Brazil's Amazonian Indigenous
communities are watching with bated
breath as presidential candidate Flavio
Bolsonaro inches closer to power,
recalling the damage wrought on the
rainforest under his father Jair
Bolsonaro. the suspected trafficking
operation.The surname they share
"represents everything bad for us," Inara
Waty, leader of the Satere-Mawe people
in the Amazonian city of Manaus, told
AFP. "It mainly means fear," she said,
her eyes filling with tears as she recalled
life under the last Bolsonaro
administration.Jair Bolsonaro governed
the world's most biodiverse country
between 2019 and 2022, a period
marked by record levels of deforestation
in the Amazon and backsliding in
Indigenous rights.His son, the favorite
in the October 25 runoff against leftist
incumbent Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva,
says he would run a "Bolsonaro 2.0"
presidency."The greatest way we
addressed environmental issues was
what we did during president
Bolsonaro's administration," the senator
said during an interview on the
campaign trail. The candidate believes
his father, currently serving 27 years for
coup-plotting, "fought" against a
"radical environmental agenda."He
claims that extreme weather events that
scientists attribute to man-made global
warming are merely “cyclical.”
'Question of life’

Like his father, Flavio Bolsonaro can
count on the support of large-scale

agricultural and livestock producers
locked in land disputes with Indigenous
communities. Bolsonaro allies were
elected in seven of Brazil's nine
Amazonian states earlier this month.

"They want land to plant soy, to keep
their cattle. We want land to survive, to
plant; we want the land so we can take
care of it," said Waty.This divide makes
the election a "question of life" for

deforestation" by 2029.That point harks
back to a similar, unfulfilled promise by
his father, who instead oversaw soaring
deforestation rates.That goal "is
incompatible with (Flavio Bolsonaro's)
environmental policy," said Adriana
Ramos of the NGO Instituto
Socioambiental. His campaign did not
respond to AFP's request for
information about his environmental

program, nor a request for comment

about Indigenous and environmental

concerns.

Indigenous people, she added.A recent
video posted online showed women
from the Yanomami ethnic group
accusing Flavio Bolsonaro of having
ties to illegal miners."If the forest is
destroyed, how are we going to live?"
they shout, their faces adorned with
paint. "We don't want to be killed
again!"During Jair Bolsonaro's
mandate, this community suffered
invasions by artisanal gold miners
known as "garimpeiros," whose
activities triggered a humanitarian
crisis.Flavio Bolsonaro has proposed
treating the environment as a "strategic
asset," including a pledge to end "illegal

Even worse’

One particularly painful moment for
these groups was in 2019, when fires
started by government-aligned
landowners scorched the rainforest for
weeks on end.Authorities at the time
caused "daily madness for everyone,"
said Suely Araujo of the Climate
Observatory NGO.The Amazon lost
around 11,600 square kilometers of
rainforest per year under Jair
Bolsonaro -- almost 60 percent more
than in the previous four years, official
figures show.Lula's government slashed
that figure by half in 2025 and expanded
the limits of Indigenous lands. But it
also faces criticism for backing oil
exploration off the Amazonian
coast.The climate has barely registered
as an issue during this election
campaign, although Brazil is vulnerable
to the El Nino weather pattern, which
causes drought and other erratic
conditions in the region.The number of
fires in Amazonas state skyrocketed in
September and October this year
compared to the same period in 2025.
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IOWA CITY.(Ajency)

A once prominent youth gymnastics coach was
sentenced to 90 years in prison Wednesday for secretly
recording his young female students undressing and
using the bathroom at a Mississippi gym, in a case that
rocked the sport.US District Judge Kristi Johnson gave
the maximum sentence possible to Sean Gardner,
ordering that he serve 30 years in prison for each of the
three federal child pornography production charges to
which he pleaded guilty. The sentence likely amounts
to life in prison for Gardner, 39.Gardner's arrest last
summer by the FBI, first reported by The Associated
Press, renewed questions about whether US
gymnastics authorities had done enough to protect
athletes from sexual abuse at the hands of an influential
coach.Gardner pleaded guilty to placing a hidden
camera in a bathroom at a gymnastics studio in Purvis,
Mississippi, between December 2017 and April 2018
to record his students.Investigators say he created
videos showing close-up images of at least 10 minors
naked or undressing, which they recovered from his
computers years later while investigating claims that
he sexually abused gymnasts in Iowa.Several of his
former students at Chow's Gymnastics and Dance
Institute in West Des Moines, lowa, have alleged to
police and in civil lawsuits that he used his position to
prey onthem.

Brazil's Senate approves shorter 40-hour
workweek in major win for Lula ahead of runoff

SAO PAULO.(Ajency)

the initiative until early this week, voted for it

Brazil's Senate approved a constitutional
amendment Wednesday to reduce the country's
maximum workweek from 44 to 40 hours
without a salary cut, a move backed by
President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva, who hopes
it will boost his standing against Flavio
Bolsonaro in the Oct. 25 presidential runoff.

Lula is expected to sign the shorter workweek
into law next week after the measure passed the
Senate in two rounds of voting with the same
result: 75 to 1 out of 81 members. The sole vote
against it came from former Vice President
Hamilton Mourao, who served under President
Jair Bolsonaro.Flavio Bolsonaro, who opposed

remotely as he campaigned in southern Brazil.
Analysts and politicians say his allies in the
Senate stopped blocking the popular move so
he wouldn't be hurt in his neck-to-neck race
against Lula.The amendment gives businesses
14 months to adopt the shorter workweek,
which was a key sticking point in the
negotiations. Many business leaders and
lawmakers wanted the changes to be made
gradually over 10 years.

The constitutional amendment establishes a
40-hour weekly limit and two rest days without
reducing pay. More than 37 million workers
could benefit from the new rules, according to
the government.

"When You Are Given Gifts, You Take Them™:
Trump On Accepting Qatar's Air Force One

Washington.(Ajency)

campaigned for Republicans Wednesday in an
economically struggling corner of rural
Arizona.His first substantive comments after
he got off the plane to address the airport rally
described learning that the Qataris had "the
best of all the 747s." He said he called to ask the
country's leader to borrow the aircraft before
the emir offered it instead as a gift. Trump
accepted the airplane last year despite strong
bipartisan criticism, including from some ofhis
staunchest Republican supporters."When

President Donald Trump showed off the new
Air Force One and defended accepting the
luxury jet from the Qatari royal family as he

you're given gifts, you take 'em, right?" Trump
told the crowd in Bullhead City. "When they
give youa 747 you say two words: 'thank you.

UK prosecutor labels Russell Brand 'ruthless
sexual predator' as his sex assault trial begins

LONDON.(Ajency)

Russell Brand behaved as a "ruthless"
sexual predator when he assaulted six
women over a decade, a prosecutor said
Wednesday, as she opened the rape and
sexual assault case against the actor-
comedian.Brand, 51, has pleaded not
guilty to three counts of rape, three counts
of sexual assault and one count of
indecent assault. The charges involve six
women and alleged offenses between
1999 and 2009.Prosecutor Riel Karmy-
Jones told jurors at Southwark Crown
Court in London that the six women, who
don't know each other, were assaulted by
Brand in "a hotel room, workplaces, a
toilet cubicle in a bar and at his home
address."She said Brand at the time had
an "indiscriminate and voracious" desire
for sexual contact, and "women were
simply a means to an end."The prosecutor
said Brand could be funny and charming,
"a flirt with a huge sexual appetite —
childlike in his expectation that his every
desire should be met.""He was ruthless,
he was calculating, he was manipulative.
And, the prosecution say, he was a sexual
predator," Karmy-Jones said.

Jury will hear from Brand's accusers later
in the trialBrand listened intently from the
dock as the prosecutor described each of
the alleged incidents, including the
earliest, in which Brand allegedly raped a
woman in a hotel room during the Labour
Party's annual conference in 1999.

Brand, then a rising stand-up comedian,
was performing in a cabaret on the fringe

of the conference in the English coastal
town of Bournemouth.Two years later,
another woman alleges, Brand tried to
drag her into the men's bathroom at the
office building where she worked. "There
can be little doubt as to what Mr. Brand's
intention was," Karmy-Jones said.A third
woman alleges that Brand orally raped
her in 2004 in the restroom of a London
bar, telling her "Don't be a spoilsport"
when she asked him to stop.The
prosecutor said the other complainants
include a woman who says Brand kissed
and groped her at a London radio station

in 2004 or 2005, leaving her feeling "dirty
and disgusting"; and a then-21-year-old
fan who says Brand anally raped her at his
home after she met him at one of his
shows in 2009.She said the following
year she exchanged text messages with
Brand, telling him: "You treated me like
an animal." He replied: "I'm sorry."The
final complainant says Brand demanded a
massage and pressed his face into her
groin during the recording of an
advertisement in 2009.
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Man dies after
exposure to chemical
while shifting
damaged containers
near Elavurin

Tiruvallur

CHENNALI.(Ajency)

A man died at Stanley
Government Hospital on
Wednesday after being exposed
to triphosgene, a chemical used
in the manufacture of pesticides.
The deceased, identified as N
Santhosh (24), got exposed to the
chemical while helping to shift
damaged containers from a lorry
near Elavur in Tiruvallur on
October 12. Two others were
exposed to the chemical, and
their condition is said to be
stable.

The consignment of 1,000 boxes
of triphosgene had been arranged
for being transported to
Hyderabad-based Orch Labs via
Chennai Harbour by Balmer
Lawrie Chemicals Division, a
company based in Manali, police
sources said. The container lorry
carrying the consignment, driven
by Venkatesan, reached the
Elavur Integrated Check Post
near Arambakkam around 1 pm,
where some of the chemical
containers were found damaged,
and the driver stopped and
approached a paint shop for help.

Telangana Police,

EAGLE Force arrest
three in Goa drug

smuggling

HYDERABAD.(Ajency)

In a coordinated interstate
operation, the EAGLE Force,
working with Hyderabad and
Cyberabad police and assisted by
local police, apprehended three
persons in Goa, part of an
interstate drug smuggling
network that investigators
believe catered to over 1,050
consumers in Telangana.

The accused have been identified
as Priteesh Narayan Borkar alias
Babu alias Khali, Basharath
Ahmed Dhagga alias Bilal alias
Jahan Dhagga alias Mansur
Ahmed, and Tharun.

Officials said the operation
involved technical intelligence
gathering, surveillance and
coordinated field action to trace
absconding suspects and
investigate drug supply networks
in Telangana. An EAGLE Force
official told TNIE that
investigators had identified a
network supplying drugs to more
than 1,050 consumers in
Telangana and others in Andhra
Pradesh. The figures are
provisional and subject to
verification, the official said.

Telangana: Malkajgiri
Municipal Corporation
plans Rs 12 crore
construction waste
plant

HYDERABAD.(Ajency)

The Malkajgiri Municipal
Corporation (MMC) plans a 200-
tonne-per-day construction and
demolition (C&D) waste
processing plant at Rampally
village in Keesara mandal.
Spread across five acres in
Ghatkesar Circle, the facility will
cost Rs 12 crore and is expected
to be completed in six months.
The project will be taken up
under the Swachh Bharat
Mission-Urban 2.0 on a public-
private partnership basis. The
Union government will fund
40% of the cost, with the
concessionaire investing the
remaining 60%. The agency will
operate and maintain the plant for
10 years from the date of
commercial operation.

The facility aims to curb the
indiscriminate dumping of
construction debris along roads
and on vacant government and
public land. The concessionaire
will manage collection,
transportation, processing,
recycling and disposal, using
covered, GPS-enabled vehicles
to transport waste from
designated collection points,
dumping sites and individual
premises.
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d GGTV cameras in Thane leader Purnekar’s

office were off when he was Killed

deliberately disconnected or that the accused knew the
cameras were off around this time and hence decided to

» Police are probing whether they

were deliberately disconnected

attack him.” The source said that one of the five arrested

or had heen switched off to light

anearby Ganesh pandal.

Mumbai.(Ajency)

THREE CCTYV cameras at Shiv Sena UBT Vibhag Pramukh
Pradeep Purnekar’s Thane office that would have captured
the assailants stabbing and shooting him dead, thereby
proving to be strong evidence, were switched off when the
murder took place in his office on September 29, sources
said. While prima facie it appears that the switchboard

powering the cameras was being used to light a Ganesh

pandal near his office that led to the cameras not working,
police are probing if there is more to it as the murder took
place during the time the cameras were off. A source said,
“We are trying to find out if the cameras were either

accused Pappya Shinde had done a recce of Purnekar’s office
a few days before the murder and may have spotted the

'1,__

cameras. Meanwhile on Wednesday, for the second day in a
row, Ravindra Shinde, husband of former Thane Mayor
Meenakshi Shinde, was questioned by the Thane police at
the Anti Extortion Cell office. He arrived at the office around

1 am and was not allowed to go till 8 pm. He was earlier
questioned for eight hours on Tuesday. Sources said he was
questioned in connection with his links with some of the
accused who have been arrested. So far, the police said they
have not zeroed in on the motive behind the murder.

The various angles police are probing include political
rivalry, a building project redevelopment in Thane that both
Purnekar and Shinde were eyeing and a girl, whom Purnekar
had handed over to the police after she was found with two
boys in the area, who was spotted ina CCTV camera near the
office around the time of the murder. Purnekar had also given
complaints on those supplying drugs in the area and the
police are looking into that angle as well. Purnekar was shot
and stabbed to death at his office on September 29 around
9.30 pm. A murder case was registered at the local police
station and the probe was handed over to the crime branch
SIT led by DCP Amar Sinh Jadhav. So far, the SIT has
arrested five persons identified as Pappya Shinde, Nikhil
Yadav, Nitesh Pawar and the key accused, Santosh Kanojia
alias Talli and his aide Amit Singh alias Paplu, who were
nabbed from Prayagraj in Uttar Pradesh last week. Yadav
and Pawar were produced before the court on Wednesday
and remanded to judicial custody.

In unprecedented meet with V-C, SPPU
professors object to ‘external interference’

Pune.(Ajency)

In an unprecedented meeting, the
Savitribai Phule Teachers Association
and the non-teaching staff union on
Wednesday gathered at the main

were held by professors of the
university. However, according to the
university administration, some media
outlets falsely reported that the Rector

building of the Savitribai Phule Pune =

University (SPPU) and called upon Vice
Chancellor Suresh Gosavi to object to
alleged external political interference in
university matters. Gosavi assured the
staff that steps would be taken to protect
their rights.

The meeting comes two days after an
alleged case of moral policing at the
university girl’s hostel by two male
students of the university and their
illegal entry into the girl’s hostel
premises. Protests by girl students after
the incident led to the Chief Rector and
the Additional Rector of the hostel
offering to resign. Both of these posts

Soniya Nagrale had resigned while the
Additional Rector Pravin Talat had been
removed from the post. The teacher’s
association has alleged that the two male
students were initially being protected

due to political interference, while the
resignation of the hostel rectors was
done due to externally motivated
protests by the girl hostel students of the
university. An FIR was later filed against
the two students Pramod Rathod and
Omkar Gore by the university for
criminal trespass. The professors
initially gathered at the garden behind
the main building of the university, and
later shifted to the Dyaneshwar Hall
where the Vice Chancellor was called to
meet with them. Speeches were made by
President of the association Professor
Satish Pardeshi, Joint Secretary
Professor Shraddha Kumbojhkar,
Dhaneshwar Salunkhe of the non-
teaching staff union, Professor
Karishma Pardeshi, Professor Sandesh
Jadkar, Professor Rajesh Gacche, and
other staff members.

Traffic on NH-48 restored after protest at Kognoli toll plaza withdrawn

Pune.(Ajency)

Traffic on the Mumbai-Bengaluru
National Highway 48 (NH-48) was
restored on Wednesday evening after
protesters withdrew their agitation at the
Kognoli toll plaza in Karnataka, hours
after the disruption prompted the
Maharashtra Highway Police to divert
vehicles onto alternative routes through
Satara, Sangli and Kolhapur districts.

In an update issued on Wednesday
around 6.30 pm, the Maharashtra
Highway Police said the road had been
cleared and traffic on NH-48 had
resumed as usual. Vehicles that had been
diverted due to the protest were also
being allowed to return to the highway,
and commuters no longer needed to use
the alternative routes. The disruption

was caused by an ongoing protest at the
Kognoli toll plaza in Karnataka over
demands concerning sugarcane prices,
an increase in ethanol prices and other

related issues. Earlier on Wednesday,
the Maharashtra Highway Police had
advised motorists travelling from
Mumbai towards Bengaluru via NH-48
to avoid the highway as far as possible

until further instructions. The advisory
followed continued disruption since
Tuesday evening, with vehicles heading
towards Belagavi and Bengaluru being
diverted through the adjoining districts.

Two alternative routes had been
suggested for passenger and goods
vehicles. Both passed through parts of
Satara, Sangli and Kolhapur districts

' before connecting to Belagavi in

Karnataka. The highway is a key
interstate corridor connecting Mumbai

il and Pune with Bengaluru and several

industrial centres in southern India. It
carries substantial passenger and freight
traffic, and the disruption had
inconvenienced motorists, bus
passengers and transport operators
travelling towards Karnataka.

Who is Saurabh Katiyar, IAS
officer handed charge of MPSC
amid paper leak row?

Mumbai.(Ajency)

When the Maharashtra government handed Mumbai
Suburban Collector Saurabh Katiyar the additional
charge of secretary of the Maharashtra Public Service
Commission (MPSC) on Wednesday, it placed an
administrator with experience in tribal health and
urban district administration at the centre of a
controversy over the state’s recruitment system.

A 2016-batch IAS officer of the Maharashtra cadre,
Katiyar graduated from IIT Kanpur with BTech and
MTech degrees before joining Qualcomm in
Bengaluru. In an interview with Indian Masterminds

published in April, he said his interest in public service
and the opportunity to work across different fields
drew him to the civil services.

His administrative career has taken him from tribal
development work in Dahanu to district-level
assignments in Akola, Amravati and Mumbai
Suburban. In Amravati, he worked on improving
maternal and child health in Melghat, a tribal region
that has long struggled with malnutrition and high
mortality. As Amravati Collector, Katiyar focused on
Mission 28, an initiative centred on the critical period
around childbirth. The programme involved
monitoring high-risk pregnancies, strengthening
follow-up and working with frontline health workers
to improve access to care. As Mumbai Suburban
Collector, Katiyar has handled land administration and
encroachment issues in one of the state’s most densely
populated districts. The role has also brought him
under scrutiny from the Bombay High Court.

Karnataka HG issues notice to State, Gentre on
national criteria for ‘per-child expenditure

Telangana HC questions nod for high-rise
building near Moazzam Jahi Market

BENGALURU.(Ajency)

The Karnataka High Court issued notice to the
state government and an emergent notice to the
central government on a petition filed by the
Associated Managements of Primary and
Secondary Schools in Karnataka (KAMS)
seeking directions to formulate, notify and
implement national criteria for ‘per-child
expenditure’ (PCE) fixation as per the Right of
Children to Free and Compulsory Education
Act, read with the Karnataka Right of Children
to Free and Compulsory Education Rules,
2012. Justice HT Narendra Prasad passed the
order recently after hearing the petition filed by
KAMS, representing its General Secretary D

Shashikumar, a body of private, unaided
English-medium schools across the state, in
which it was also made an interim prayer that
the court issue directions to the Commissioner
for School Education to notify and implement
PCE for the academic year 2026-27 within a
reasonable time.

It was stated in the petition that both the Act and
Rules of 2009 and 2012 have the statutory
provision under Section 12(2) and Rule 8,
respectively, which mandates issuance of
notification every year specifying the PCE. The
inaction on the part of the state authorities in
not notifying the PCE is in glaring
contravention of both the Act and Rules.

Karnataka's retail pharma organisation seeks
withdrawal of medicine pricing disclosure

BENGALURU.(Ajency)

The Karnataka Pharma Retailers and
Distributors Organisation (KPRDO) has urged
the state government to withdraw a circular
mandating the display of landing prices and
maximum retail prices (MRP) of medicines,
medical devices and consumables on billing
invoices, citing legal, operational and patient-
safety concerns.

In a representation to Food Safety and Drugs
Administration (FDA) Commissioner K
Srinivas, the organisation argued that the
circular, issued under the Karnataka Private
Medical Establishments Act, 2007, could not
be extended to hospital pharmacies operating
under licences issued under the Drugs and
Cosmetics Act, 1940. The organisation said the
regulation of drug licensing and retail

invoicing fell under the purview of the central
government. It also argued that selectively
requiring the healthcare sector to disclose
procurement prices, while other retail sectors
followed the standard MRP framework, was
discriminatory.

KPRDO said medicine procurement costs
fluctuated depending on manufacturers,
distributors and volume-based rate contracts.
Implementing batch-wise landing-price
disclosures, it added, would place an
operational and software burden on hospital
information systems. The organisation further
contended that existing mechanisms, including
the Drugs (Prices Control) Order and the
National List of Essential Medicines, were
appropriate channels for addressing concerns
over excessive medicine prices.

Expressing reservations about the project at Gunfoundry

in Abids, including its two cellar levels and five additional

levels, Justice Vijaysen sought clarity on the implications
of the construction.

HYDERABAD.(Ajency)

The Telangana High Court has expressed
concern over the approval granted for a
35-storey high-rise in central Hyderabad,
with Justice B Vijaysen Reddy
questioning the permission given for the
Meenakshi Elysia project near the
historic Moazzam Jahi
Market. Expressing
reservations about the
project at Gunfoundry
in Abids, including its

-

two cellar levels and §
five additional levels, &
Justice Vijaysen sought
clarity on the
implications of the
construction.

The observations were
made on Tuesday
during the hearing of a *
writ petition filed by §
the Society for Crusade *
against Corruption,
Hyderabad,
challenging the building permission
granted by the Greater Hyderabad
Municipal Corporation (GHMC) to
Meenakshi Infrastructure Pvt Ltd in
August 2022. The petitioner sought a halt
to further construction, alleging that the

civic body had granted permission
without following the prescribed legal
procedures or adequately examining
safety requirements, potentially
endangering the building and
surrounding areas. Petitioner’s counsel
also alleged construction violations and

informed the court that another writ
petition concerning the project was
pending. After hearing the submissions,
Justice Vijaysen directed the Registry to
tag the connected petition with the
present case. The court adjourned the
matter to two weeks.
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Missing in India: The
aesthetics of beautiful minds

This column is full of stories. Many people today
may think of anecdotes as part of an obsolescent
past. Stories, however, can be life-giving and form
a fruitful pedagogy. This article is an attempt to use
stories to create a new sociology of science. I want
to illustrate that stories are not just imbued with an
aesthetic value; they add to our sense of
knowledge, too.Between the 1960s and 1990s,
science in India had a certain charm, a sense of
magic, and a certain sense of aesthetic. One of the
best examples I can think of'is the work of scientists
in the Raman group. One thinks in particular of K S
Krishnan. Here are two stories I found while
working on my book on the Council of Scientific &
Industrial Research’s National Physical
Laboratory.The first one occurred in the early
1950s. Krishnan, NPL’s first director, is driving
into office one morning in his old Studebaker car.
He suddenly stops and jumps out excitedly as he
sees a bunch of men cutting a tree in the NPL
campus. He rushes towards them and asks, “Why
are you cutting it?”” They say, “The contractor and
the architect asked us to, as the tree is
asymmetrical.”Shocked with the reply, Krishnan
stood still for a while before replying, “I, too, have
studied symmetry. You create symmetry not by
cutting down a tree, but by planting a third one.”
Krishnan celebrated this sense of aesthetic that
dominated science.l still remember Jawaharlal
Nehru rushing from Parliament to the NPL office to
gossip with Krishnan, with Shanti Swarup
Bhatnagar following close behind. They were
among the scientists of that era who gave science a
sense of celebration, a sense of eccentricity.

Atthat time, ecology almost served as science. And
aesthetics almost served as a part of the ecology of
justice.One of the best stories I can think of in this
context is one my father told me. We were sitting
one evening out in the garden in Jamshedpur when
the Tata Steel plant started pouring out slag, the
molten-red by-product. A few minutes later, the
nearby forest went up in flames as the tribals, while
doing shifting cultivation, had set it on fire. My
father watched the two phenomena—the forest fire
and the molten steel—and suddenly said, “Each
needs to respect the other—both need to survive, to
talk to each other.”He pointed out that if the tribal
didn’t survive along with Tata’s tale, a deep sense
of ecological defeat and injustice would be created.
It must be noted that Tata Steel, in its early years,
had a department of ‘tribal metallurgy’ that could
polish steel in an exceptional, age-old way.

This sense of aesthetic and eccentricity dominated
science in that era. It was not regimented. And in
this context, I want to bring up a third series of
idiosyncratic narratives.One of the first stories is
from a time I was sitting with my uncles—
astrophysicist Subrahmanyan Chandrasekhar and
meteorologist C Ramaswamy—and my father C
Visvanathan, the metallurgist.

All of them were busy talking away till they
suddenly pounced on the archaeological nature of
the Indus Valley problem. They kept talking about
it for hours. My aunt, who was sitting quietly
listening to them for long, finally turned to me and
said, “Look at these boys. They’re like voracious
sparrows pouncing on data. They seem utterly
happy. The only intrusion they seem to allow is the
cup of coffee.” Indeed, for them, science was a
source of happiness, a celebration.The same kind
of story comes up when we talk about the
extraordinary scientist that was Satish Dhawan.
Once, physicist G N Ramchandran came to meet
Satish and made outrageous demands, yelling for
an hour. Satish listened patiently and agreed to
most of it. One of the younger scientists asked
Satish, “Why are you tolerating him?” Satish
smiled and said that his work and his tantrum
offered a similar order of resilience. “When your
tantrum reaches the quality of his science, I’ll
tolerate you too.” Another story is about Amulya
Reddy, one of the great authorities on intermediate
technology and an innovator of biogas. I once met
Amulya outside my sister’s sari shop. He was
delighted with the saris he had bought and
proceeded to talk at length about their aesthetics.
For him, expounding on a sari or on science was an
aesthetic exercise. Science, in a deep way, was a
kind of aesthetic responsibility to such people.
When you think of each of their stories, you realise
the depth in a fundamental way.

EDITORIAL

Time to audit the auditor of electoral rolls
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The Election Commission’s notes in late September amounted to first denying the problems and then announcing their solutions. Apart from an
independent probe into its decisions and halt to SIR rollout while the probe is conducted, a state-by-state account of every deletion is needed.

“The death of democracy is not likely to be an assassination
from ambush. It will be a slow extinction from apathy,
indifference and undernourishment.”

— Robert M Hutchins

Before entering public life as people’s elected
representative, I spent years in classrooms as a professor
and came to politics later than most. So, before anyone
ever stood in line to vote for me, I was, like any other
citizen, simply a voter—standing in line before dawn to
cast a ballot that generations before me had fought to win.
I never imagined that a day would come when I would
realise how easily voters and their votes can be taken for
granted, rendering the very foundation of democracy
helpless.So when I say that what is unfolding at the
Election Commission of India frightens me, I do not say it
as a politician reaching for a headline. I say it as someone
who has watched for several months the quiet unmaking
of the one institution every Indian is taught to trust
without question. On September 23, the ECI issued a
press note declaring, “All decisions, including special
intensive revisions, were outcomes of unanimous
decisions of the full commission”. It spoke about dissent
in general terms and never engaged with the objections
that had been raised earlier. A second note was issued
three days later following a meeting, which went some
way towards addressing the questions raised. But its
omissions were equally telling: some questions were
answered directly, others subtly reframed, and several
left entirely unaddressed. Let’s start with what the note
does say. On the lette to the Cabinet Secretary, the note
says it was only about an officer on deputation, not policy
or IT. The same note admits that an officer on deputation
issued orders that two of the three commissioners
overruled. Yet the note does not say who allowed the
officer to issue those orders, why the two commissioners
were not told, or what action has been taken.

The note also stresses that th special intensive revision
order of June 2025 and its schedules were approved
unanimously by the full Commission. But no one has said
otherwise. Our concern is with what came after: decisions
taken and work reassigned without two of the three
commissioners being told. On those, the note offers no
such assurance. It defends what no one questioned and
stays silent on what they did. Now, let’s see what the note
does not say at all. It does not say whether the two
commissioners agree with the revised versions, or
whether their objections were withdrawn or ignored. It
says nothing about the Chief Election Commissioner. The
most revealing part is the list of ‘decisions’—agendas
will be circulated in advance, minutes will be issued,

directions given by commissioners be followed and new
IT systems will be discussed before approval.These are
basic rules of any functioning institution. If the ECT had to
decide to follow them, it is because they were not being
followed. The first note spoke of strong “internal checks
and balances”. The second admits those checks had to be
put back. It does not say when they lapsed, who let them
lapse, or whether decisions taken in the meantime will be
reviewed. The ECI cannot deny the problem and
announce the solution the same week. Even the solution
is weak. The review of the ECINET portal, as mentioned
in the second note, will be headed by a senior officer of
the commission, with one outside expert. There is no
deadline, no defined scope and no promise that the report
will be made public. The institution is being asked to
investigate itself. The concern is not only about how the
system is being reviewed. It is also about what the
exercise has meant on the ground. Let me speak of the
state I represent, because these numbers are not
abstractions to me. Tamil Nadu had 6.41 crore electors on
its rolls as of October 27, 2025. Following the SIR, that
number had fallen to 5.67 crore, a deletion of nearly 74
lakh voters. No one disputes that electoral rolls need
periodic cleaning; the DMK has never argued otherwise.
What we object to is the manner in which this revision has
been conducted. A clean roll and a rushed one are not the
same, and 74 lakh is too large a number to have been

RBI's moves to shore up rupee patches on long-term weakness
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arrived at carelessly. Each one is a mother, a daily-wager, a
first-time voter, an elderly citizen who has voted faithfully
for years, suddenly told their voice no longer counts, being
tagged ‘absent’ or ‘duplicate’.

DKM president M K Stalin as said what needed to be said

plainly: the CEC must go. An institution that has
undermined its own credibility cannot be allowed to
preside over elections, when the very people appointed to
check its power are locked out of the room.We are not
asking for outrage for its own sake. We are asking for a
court-monitored, independent investigation into every
decision; an immediate pause on further SIR rollout until
that investigation is complete; and the removal of a CEC
who has lost the confidence of his own colleagues, let
alone the public’s. [ would add one more thing the second
note should have given us and didn’t: a public, state-by-
state account of every deletion and why, and a way to
restore a wrongly-deleted name that does not put the
burden back on the citizen. Every Assembly election held
after a compromised SIR will carry a shadow over its
result. The issue is about whether citizens can trust that
their names will remain on the electoral roll, and that when
something goes wrong, there will be a transparent way to
find out why and put it right. A democracy does not die ina
single dramatic moment. It dies quietly, one deleted name
at a time, while those responsible issue press notes

insisting nothing is wrong.

While the move is expected to reduce volatility in dollar demand, analysts believe it could deplete forex reserves

The RBI finally came out guns blazing to defend the
weakening rupee. The sweeping measures announced
during the weekend—an attempt to curb speculative
trading, manage dollar demand and reduce volatility in
the foreign exchange market—were some of the most
aggressive moves seen since 2013. Incidentally, the
measures came just when Robert E Hall and Michael
Woodford were awarded the Nobel Prize in economics
for their macroeconomic stabilisation models that aim to
help central banks and governments manage booms,
recessions and shocks. Following the RBI
announcement, the rupee surged more than 1 percent on
Monday, pulling away from the key 97 level against the
dollar and further rallied 82 paise to reach 94.96 in early
trading on Tuesday. Analysts expect the Indian currency
to gain ground and stabilise in the 93-94 range provided
there are no unexpected macroeconomic shocks.One of
the measures is a special window that reduces the need
for State-run oil marketing companies to purchase
dollars directly from the spot market. While the move is
expected to reduce volatility in dollar demand, analysts

tightened hedging rules to manage currency market
pressures besides introducing a forex risk reserve for
lenders of a certain value for the first time.

believe it could deplete forex reserves. The RBI also In all, the currency is down 6 percent so far this year,

India must stay engaged with the US

Rubio’s upcoming visit will be a reality check on the trajectory of the troubled relationship

THE India-US relationship is going through a turbulent
phase, but this is not something new. The world’s largest
and oldest democracies have a history of bitter
estrangement and prickly engagement over the decades.
Currently, a number of contentious issues need to be
addressed.US Secretary of State Marco Rubio is
scheduled to arrive in New Delhi on October 19; the visit
is aimed at emphasising the strength of the partnership.
US officials have described India as one of America’s
most important strategic partners/allies, citing President
Donald Trump’s relationship with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.On the ground, the picture is more
opaque. In Jodhpur last week, six US F-35As flew for the
first time as part of Exercise Tarang Shakti 2026 with
around 200 American personnel, the first such
deployment. At the closing press conference, Air Chief
Marshal AP Singh, when asked if Washington had offered
the F-35, replied with a remark that made headlines: “Your
people don’t even let us go near the aircraft, and you are
talking about selling it to us.”The IAF Chief clarified that
no formal offer had been made, despite what President
Trump had said earlier in the year, while the visiting US
defence officer, Gen Kevin Schneider, indicated that
current classification guides prevented closer cockpit
access. This vignette captures the current India-US
moment: high symbolism, low transfer.

Three tracks form the core of the bilateral and all of them
are under stress. On the official Track 1, the language has
moved from “strategic partner” to “indentured servants”.
On October 8, at a White House Task Force to Eliminate
Fraud press meet, US Vice President JD Vance announced
the suspension of eight firms from green card sponsorship
under the Permanent Labour Certification (PERM)
programme — TCS, Infosys, Wipro, HCLTech,

Cognizant, Capgemini, Microsoft and Adobe. He
disparagingly said the US could not lay off American
workers and then replace them with foreign indentured
servants.The response of India’s Ministry of External
Affairs on October 9 was unusually sharp: “We believe
that such descriptions are unwarranted and ignore the fact
that Indian professionals in the United States are highly
educated and skilled contributors to its economy.” It
added, “Resorting to terminology that carries painful
historical and colonial legacy connotations is deeply
offensive.”The semantic choice matters. Roughly 70 per
cent of the recent H-1B visa approvals have gone to
Indians who enter the US workforce as highly skilled
human resources. Calling them “indentured” in 2026
reopens a historical chapter in a callous manner.
Washington may say that India is among its strongest
partners, but its Vice President is using the vocabulary of
the plantation for the partnership that built Silicon Valley.
The second strand is the statutory sword. On September
18, President Trump signed the SRIA (Sanctioning Russia
and Iran Act), which authorises tariffs up to 100% on top
importers of Russian oil and gas. India, which bought
roughly 2.1 million barrels per day from Russia in August,
is squarely in the US crosshairs.

On the sidelines of the UN General Assembly in New
York last month, External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar
told Rubio precisely this: “Reiterated India’s interests and
concerns with regard to SRIA. Also discussed the Gulf
and Ukraine situations.” Rubio’s readout omitted SRIA
and spoke of “building on the US-India strategic
partnership.”That asymmetry and the irony that the US
has now concluded a diesel supply arrangement with
Russia (with temporary sanctions relief) have compelled
New Delhi to caution Washington that the use of SRIA

against India could affect bilateral ties.

Yet this US law now hangs like the sword of Damocles —
not imposed, but usable at any moment to exert pressure
on Delhi over energy. SRIA is bipartisan, backed by
Congress, and it signals a structural shift in Washington
from strategic altruism to economic nationalism.

With the Red Sea and Strait of Hormuz disruptions already
squeezing Saudi supplies, Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman admitted what the industry already knew:
India-US trade talks have “reached a plateau.”The third
track is military hardware, which was seen as an indicator
of the relationship’s robustness, but is a case of high on
joint exercise and low on critical technology
transfer.Admiral Samuel Paparo, Commander of the US
Indo-Pacific Command, recently concluded a six-day
India visit, his second this year. He said military ties would
remain insulated from trade friction, but the reality is that

although Governor Sanjay Malhotra maintains
that the rupee is undervalued. As the rupee
depreciated in recent weeks, the central bank
exhausted $43 billion of the $143 billion raised
via a special deposit window and borrowings
under a swap facility during August. But the
central bank’s dollar sales failed to lift the
sentiment, with the rupee settling at 96.73 last
Friday, with the one-year forward racing past
100.Perhaps this prompted the RBI to go all-
out. Though the measures helped the rupee
recover nearly 2 percent in two days, sustained
stability will depend on the steadiness of crude
oil prices, global bond yields and foreign
capital flows. The biggest factors piling
pressure on the Indian currency are surging
crude prices and capital outflows that resumed
in September. If the Brent benchmark remains
above $100 for longer, the RBI would need to
deploy other policy tools to defend the rupee. But they too
would be stop-gap measures until India’s trade deficit
undergoes a meaningful correction.

equipment and tech transfer remains sluggish.The GE F-
414 engine co-production for LCA Mk2/AMCA
(advanced medium combat aircraft) is at the
commercial/negotiations stage three years after the 2023
announcement. The MQ-9B, Stryker and P-8I
procurement is progressing, but at a bureaucratic pace,
even as China has reportedly discussed or offered
around 40 J-35 stealth fighters to Pakistan.Given this
turbulence and setbacks, Delhi needs to make an
objective and prudent assessment about the way ahead.
The US remains India’s largest export market, the
largest source of advanced technology and the anchor
ofthe Indian diaspora that remits ideas and capital. The
critical policy approach for India is to revisit the
central assumption that has guided the bilateral
relationship since 2005: India and the US have
corresponding security objectives vis-a-vis China,
particularly in the Indo-Pacific. That assumption is no
longer valid.

The Trump-Xi meeting in Washington last month
eased US-China trade tensions (via an extension of the
existing trade truce). It is evident that the US will now
weaponise trade and tariffs, while monetising security
imperatives in ways that leave allies and partners like
India exposed.

India describes itself as a “resident power” in the Indo-
Pacific, seeking freedom of strategic action without a bloc
mentality. The US increasingly wants bloc discipline
when this suits it and flexibility when it deals with Beijing.
India is not a trusted partner but a swing power in a
multipolar bargain — which is the status of many major
US allies. Rubio’s visit is more than a review —it will be a
reality check on the trajectory of the troubled India-US
relationship.
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Gujarat High Court
sets aside Congress
corporator’s caste
certificate
cancellation order

Vadodara.(Ajency)

She won Ahmedabad Municipal
Corporation’s Kubernagar ward by
101 votes in April this year and
faced a criminal case over alleged
forged school records. Then, in
August, her caste certificate was
cancelled by the state.

Now, Congress corporator Kalpana
Navlekar-Kodekar has won relief
from the Gujarat High Court, which
on Tuesday quashed the
cancellation order for being passed
in “gross violation of natural
justice™. In an oral judgment, Justice
Nisha M Thakore set aside the
August 6 order passed by the Joint
Director of the Developing Castes
Welfare Department against
Kodekar. The court considered
submissions of Kodekar’s counsel
Senior Advocate Yatin Oza and held
that the authority had acted in “gross
violation of principles of natural
justice” and disregarded directions
issued by the High Court in July
during an earlier round of litigation.

Stick to guidelines on
litigations: Karnataka
HC to Bengaluru
Development
Authority

BENGALURU.(Ajency)

The High Court has directed the
Bengaluru Development Authority
(BDA) to strictly adhere to the 11
guidelines and circular placed
before the court, along with the
affidavit filed by the commissioner,
inall cases filed by the BDA.

Any deviation from the circular and
guidelines should be viewed
seriously, and appropriate action
should be taken against the
officer(s) instrumental to such
violation, the High Court cautioned.
A division bench of Justice DK
Singh and Justice TM Nadaf passed
the order to set right the anomalies
and systemic failure in conducting
the court cases, while allowing
appeals filed by the BDA against the
orders dated March 7, 2024 and
August 18, 2023, passed in two
separate writ petitions. Through the
order concerned, a notification for
acquiring two different pieces of
land near Gubbalala in Bengaluru
South Taluk for the formation of a
road from Kanakapura to
Banashankari and further extension
of Banashankari 6th Stage Layout
was quashed. While allowing the
appeals filed by the BDA, the
division bench said the scheme for
Banashankari VI Stage having been
substantially implemented and
having been upheld in several cases,
the contention of senior counsel
appearing for the land owners that
the BDA cannot form island layouts
on small pockets of land, such as the
lands involved in these cases, has no
ground.

Bengaluru: Domicile
certificate delays hold
up site applications in
Karanth Layout

BENGALURU.(Ajency)

Delays in obtaining 15-year
domicile certificates slowed the
application process for sites in the
Dr K Shivaram Karanth Layout,
with only 2,639 applicants
completing their submissions
despite 9,442 having paid the
registration fee and generated
challans.

A senior BDA official said the
required documents, particularly
the 15-year domicile certificate,
must be submitted. Initially, the
Revenue Department hesitated to
issue 15-year certificates and
instead provided 10-year domicile
certificates. “This caused confusion
among many applicants. As soon as
this issue came to the BDA’s notice,
it resolved the matter through
discussions with the Revenue
Department," the official said.
"Furthermore, to ease the process,
the authority is currently allowing
applicants to submit proof of 10
years of domicile, with documents
verifying the remaining five years to
be submitted later,” the official
added.

Police announce Rs 25,000 reward for ‘influencer’
wanted in Lucknow cafe owner's death

» Police suspect the

three left the state

soon after

earning

that a murder case

had been registered

against them.

Lucknow.(Ajency)

Lucknow police has announced a reward of Rs 25,000 for
information leading to the whereabouts of model and social
media influencer Shraddha Dubey, her sister Rashmi and
their driver Tanveer Ali alias Danish. The three are wanted in
connection with the death of 27-year-old cafe owner Shiva

Sharma, who fell from the fourth floor of an apartment in the

city’s Hazratganj area last week.

Sharma was reportedly in a live-in relationship with
Shraddha. His family has alleged that he was pushed from
the building. “The three are wanted by us, and after they went
untraceable, a reward of Rs 25,000 each has been declared on

them,” said Lucknow Deputy Commissioner of Police
Vikrant Vir. Police are conducting raids to trace them.
Shraddha, a native of Rae Bareli district, was living in a
rented accommodation at Awadh Green Apartment in
Hazratganj. A police officer said they gathered information
on her background and learnt that she was married but living
separately from her husband. Police suspect the three left the
state soon after learning that a murder case had been
registered against them.

During the preliminary investigation, police collected
CCTV footage from the apartment, which showed Sharma
falling from the building. Statements of people connected to
Sharma and the accused are being recorded. According to
police, a postmortem examination recorded 10 injuries on
Sharma’s body. The report stated that his death was caused
by a fall onto a hard surface. Police said the accused’s phone
records placed them near the apartment.

Their alleged roles in the incident, however, will be
established after further investigation and the recording of
their statements. The deceased’s family lodged a complaint
at Hazratganj police station, alleging murder and naming
Shraddha, her sister, their driver and two unidentified
persons.

Meerut ‘blue drum’ murder case: Wife
Muskan, lover Sahil get death sentence

Lucknow.(Ajency)

A Meerut court Wednesday sentenced
Muskan Rastogi, 26, and Sahil Shukla,
28, to death for the murder of her
husband, Saurabh Rajput, whose
dismembered body was found in a blue
drum filled with liquid cement at their
home last year. Muskan was allegedly in
a relationship with Sahil. Hours before
the verdict was pronounced, Muskan
made a plea to officials at the Chaudhary
Charan Singh District Jail to let her see
her elder daughter, whom she had not
seen since the day she was jailed. The
eight-year-old is living with Muskan’s
parents in Meerut. Jail authorities asked
her to write to her parents, requesting
that they bring her daughter to the jail.
“Muskan had asked for permission to
write a letter on Tuesday. We have given

Murdered anti-drug activist’s family calls Punjab Bandh; all
Opposition parties, farmer bodies extend support

Chandigarh.(Ajency)

A chemist, who allegedly shot dead anti-drug
activist Parvinder Singh Jhota in Punjab’s
Mansa, was on Wednesday arrested from
Salasar in Rajasthan even as a mob broughtina
bulldozer and demolished his medical store
before setting it ablaze while authorities pulled
down a portion of his house citing alleged

“unauthorised construction™.

Thota’s family, which has refused to cremate
his body, called a Punjab bandh on Thursday
with the Opposition parties in Punjab,
including Congress, Shiromani Akali Dal, BJP,
Akali Dal Waris Punjab De, apart from the
Samyukta Kisan Morcha and the government
employees’ unions extending support to it.

her paper and a pen, and we will forward
the letter to her parents,” said Meerut jail
superintendent Viresh Raj Sharma. No
one from her family has come to meet
her in jail. She gave birth to her second
child, a daughter, in March this year.
Saurabh’s family said they are satisfied
with the verdict. His elder brother,
Rahul, said the question of why she
killed him remains unanswered.
“The court held Muskan guilty, but I
have one question for her — why did she
kill my son? If she was in court, | would
have asked her this publicly,” Saurabh’s
mother, Renu Rajput, had said after the
court held the couple guilty on
September 30.

Additional District Government
Counsel, Meerut, Ashwani Goel, said
Muskan and Sahil appeared before the

Bathinda Range DIG Harjit Singh said chemist

court through a video call and the court
sentenced them to gallows. They were
represented by defence counsel Rekha
Jain, who was appointed through
District Legal Service Authority.

A love marriage, then murder
Saurabh, 29, and Muskan married in
2016. They were in love and eloped
together to pressure their families into
agreeing to their marriage. Soon after
the wedding, police claimed, Muskan
pushed Saurabh to move out. The couple
rented a home of their own in
Brahmpuri, and their daughter was born
in 2019. Saurabh was then working in
the Merchant Navy; in 2019 he quit the
job and became a sales manager ata mall
in London.

Around the same time, officials had said,
a chance meeting outside a bakery in the
locality ended with Sahil and Muskan,
who were schoolmates, getting into a
relationship. Sahil was an online shares
trader who worked mostly from home.
In 2025, the prosecution said, Saurabh
flew down from London on February 24
to celebrate two birthdays with his
family — Muskan’s on February 25 and
their daughter’s on February 28. On the
night of March 3, Muskan allegedly
laced Saurabh’s food with intoxicants,
causing him to fall unconscious.
Muskan then called Sahil over, and the
two allegedly stabbed Saurabh to death,
cut his body into several pieces and
sealed the remains in a drum of liquid
cement, which police said had been
bought in advance. The two were
arrested on March 19 last year.

Ahmedabad.(Ajency)

A Rs 5-lakh deal, a 50-year-old
groom: UP police stop 16-year-
old’s wedding

Lucknow.(Ajency)

A 16-year-old girl was allegedly set to be married off to
a 50-year-old man in Sambhal, with her parents
agreeing to the match for Rs 5 lakh, police said. The
wedding, scheduled for Thursday, was stopped after
child protection groups alerted the police. Station
Officer Sanjay Kumar told The Indian Express that the
local child protection organisation Prayatna alerted
police on Tuesday evening about a minor being forced
to marry an older man. A police team reached the
house, which belonged to the alleged middleman, and
found the girl there. Her parents and the middleman
had fled, Kumar said.

The girl was taken to a One-Stop Centre before being
placed in the care of the district Child Welfare
Committee (CWC) on Wednesday. After the marriage
was stopped, the CWC handed her back to her parents
after obtaining an undertaking that any further attempt
to arrange such a marriage would invite legal action,
Kumar said. ‘Taken on pretext of attending a
ceremony’ In her statement to police, the girl said her
family had taken her to the house on the pretext of
attending a ceremony. She learnt that her marriage was
being arranged only after reaching the venue, where
preparations were already underway. She told police
that the haldi ceremony was scheduled for Wednesday
and the wedding procession for Thursday. The girl said
her parents were farm labourers and the family was
poor. She is the eldest of five siblings — three girls and
two boys. None of the children attends school, she told
police.

Prayatna had received the alert from Just Rights for
Children (JRC), an organisation working on child
protection. Jitendra Parmar of JRC told The Indian
Express that a local resident had informed the
organisation about the proposed marriage between the
minor and a 50-year-old widower. According to
Parmar, police and volunteers found that the rituals
were already underway when they reached the house.
While the girl’s parents and the middleman had fled,
the middleman’s wife and children were present with
the girl.

lIMA invites applications for 2nd batch of
Biended MBA in Business Analytics & Al

produce. Through the second batch of this

Ashwani Kumar is being brought back to
Punjab. He said an FIR has been registered
against two persons two persons based on a
complaint filed by Jhota’s father Bhim Singh.
According to the FIR, Bhim Singh was on his
way to meet a lawyer when he heard gunshots.
He rushed towards the spot and saw his blood
soaked son running past Ashwini’s medical
store.

Bhim Singh alleged that as his son ran away,
Ashwani, carrying a pistol, followed him and
fired shots in front of him. He also alleged that
Ashwani and his associates had conspired to
murder his son.

Mad Sandhu murder: Man accused of
supplying weapaons to shooters arrested

Amritsar.(Ajency)

The Punjab Police, in a joint operation with the
Maharashtra Anti-Terrorism Squad (ATS),
Wednesday arrested Jobanpreet, the alleged

main conspirator behind the
murder of social media
influencer and makeup artist
Madhu Sudhan Sandhu,
popularly known as Mad
Sandhu, from Mumbai.
Confirming the breakthrough
on social media, Punjab
Director General of Police

(DGP) Gaurav Yadav said, “Initial
investigations reveal that Jobanpreet was
operating under the instructions of handlers

hacad nn faraion enil **

DGP Yadav elaborated on his involvement,
noting, “He is accused of playing a pivotal role
in supplying weapons to the shooters, funding
the operations, and providing other logistical
support.” He also
disclosed that during the
arrest, the police
recovered a cache of lethal
arms from the accused.
“Three pistols, five
magazines, and eleven
live cartridges were
seized from the
possession of the accused.” The murder took
place on October 3, when Mad Sandhu arrived
to pick up his car from a car-washing point

laratad Aan T aharlba Raad in Amritcar

THE INDIAN Institute of Management
Ahmedabad (ITMA) announced
admissions to the second batch of its two-
year Blended MBA Programme in
Business Analytics and Artificial
Intelligence (BPGP: BA & AIl) under
Krishnamurthy Tandon School of Al on
Wednesday. Developed for working
professionals and entrepreneurs, the
programme aims at addressing
the growing need for business
leaders who can interpret
complex data, evaluate
emerging technologies, and
apply analytical thinking to P
strategic and operational
decisions,

The announcement was made |
at a function organised on the §
ITM Ahmedabad campus in the
presence of Prof Bharat
Bhasker, Director, [IMA; Prof
Diptesh Ghosh, Dean
(Programmes), [IMA; Prof
Anindya S Chakrabarti,
Chairperson, BPGP: BA & Al 1IMA,
among others.

Prof Bharat Bhasker, Director, 1IMA,
said, “One of the most important things
we teach at [IM Ahmedabad is how to
examine a problem carefully before
arriving at a decision. Today, managers
have access to increasingly sophisticated
analytical tools, but they must still
understand the assumptions and
limitations behind the answers those tools

programme, we intend to strengthen that
combination of technical competence,
independent thinking, and managerial
responsibility in aspiring business
leaders.” In November 2025, IIMA
announced the launch of its pioneering
two-year Blended MBA Programme in
Business Analytics and Al. Chandrika
Tandon, philanthropist and, Grammy-

Award-Winning Musician, and alumna of
[IMA’s PGP Class of 1975, who has
established the Krishnamurthy Tandon
School of Al at [IMA in March this year

joined the event virtually shared, “We

have powerful tools, but tools alone will
not tell us which problems truly deserve
attention. When we envisioned the
Krishnamurthy Tandon School of Al we
wanted the emphasis to remain on people,
institutions, and purpose.”



New Delhi, Friday , 16 October 2026

Delhi to see heavy
rain, strong winds as
IMD puts capital on
orange alert

Delhi.(Ajency)

Delhi witnessed overcast skies on
Thursday morning as the India
Meteorological Department (IMD)
issued an orange alert warning of
light to moderate rain,
thunderstorms and lightning across
the national capital. The IMD
stated that intermittent lightning
and gusty winds were expected,
signaling likely rainfall across
multiple areas of the city. The
weather office issued an orange
alert, predicting light to moderate
rain, accompanied by
thunderstorms or lightning and
winds with speeds ranging from
30-40 kilometres per hour gusting
up to 50 kilometres per hour, in
many places till 12.50 pm on
Thursday (Oct 15). The minimum
temperature was recorded at 23.3
degrees Celsius, 3.7 notches above
normal—while daytime
temperatures are projected to dip
to a maximum of around 29
degrees Celsius, said the IMD.

Connaught Place’s
Moets, Sagar Ratna
see surge in
customers after INDIA
bloc leaders’ visits

Delhi.(Ajency)

For two consecutive days last
week, two restaurants in Delhi’s
Connaught Place became an
unusual backdrop to the INDIA
Bloc’s political meetings.

With opposition leaders having
gathered over lunch at Sagar
Ratna, Janpath and Moets
Restaurant at CP’s K Block, the
attention appears to have spilt
beyond politics,

with people stopping to click
photographs outside the
establishments and the
establishments witnessing renewed
curiosity around the venues.

The visits have given the
restaurants a moment in the public
spotlight, turning familiar dining
destinations into talking points for
passersby.

At Moets, the management said the
arrangements for the political
gathering had required the
restaurant to temporarily keep its
regular business aside, with the
entire establishment reserved for
the visiting leaders. Speaking to
the newspaper, Harish Chandra,
General Manager at Moets, said
that the restaurant received a call
late on the night of October 7,
informing the management that
around 75-100 people were
expected for lunch the following
day. Given that the restaurant has a
seating capacity of about 80, the
management initially discussed
accommodating the guests in
batches.

85% of network
worked on 0ct 10:
DMRC to SC

Delhi.(Ajency)

In an affidavit filed before the apex
court, the DMRC said over 85% of
the metro network—258
stations—remained fully
operational, accessible and
functional for commuters.

It also noted that entry and exit
were restricted at only 45 out of
303 stations, accounting for 15%
of the entire network, from 9 pm of
October 9 till October 10.

The DMRC affidavit explained
that the entry and exit regulations
were undertaken pursuant to
assessment of law enforcement
agencies and in accordance with
their directions.

The affidavit was filed in
connection with a contempt plea
alleging wilful disobedience.
While hearing a plea against the
closure of various metro stations
and cancellation of trains to Delhi
in view of the protests in the
national capital, the top court had
directed the Centre on October 9 to
ensure that there was no “complete
prohibition” of the movement of
metro and trains coming to Delhi.
A separate affidavit was also filed
in the apex court by the DMRC
chairperson, who said the October
9 order was complied with in letter
and spirit. A bench headed by
Chief Justice of India Surya
Kant—which had earlier directed
DMRC and others to file
compliance affidavit—is scheduled
to hear the plea on Thursday.
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Ambedkar University suspends 10
students after clashes during protest

Delhi.(Ajency)

Ambedkar University Delhi (AUD)
suspended 10 students following
clashes between protesters and security
personnel at its Kashmere Gate campus
on Tuesday evening, barring them from
entering university campuses pending a
detailed inquiry.

The clashes took place on the 16th day
of an indefinite sit-in led by the All India
Students’ Association (AISA)-led AUD

Students’ Collective, which began over
demands for basic infrastructure and
faculty recruitment, among other things.
AISA has alleged a crackdown by the
administration and that students were
physically assaulted. Suspended
students can’t enter campuses: AUD

In a statement issued on Wednesday, the
university said, “After reviewing the
preliminary report of the Proctorial
Board, CCTV footage and other visual
inputs, the students have been placed
under suspension with immediate effect
for their alleged involvement in acts of
indiscipline.” The varsity has also
prohibited the suspended students from

entering its campuses during the
suspension period and referred the
matter to the Proctorial Board and
Disciplinary Committee for further
inquiry. It has been asked to submit the
reportinaweek.

The suspension orders do not specify a
fixed duration, stating that the students
will remain suspended pending the
outcome of the inquiry. The orders do
not state whether the suspensions will
be revoked once the report is submitted
or will continue pending further

-

disciplinary action.

What happened on Tuesday

Students had gathered at the campus’s
Wall of Democracy on Tuesday evening
for a screening of a documentary, Jai
Bhim Comrade. AISA alleged that
security personnel tore down posters
and bedsheets, switched off campus
electricity around 6 pm and physically
assaulted students attending the
screening. Female students reported
misconduct and injuries, including torn
clothing and broken sandals, the student
organisation said in its statement issued
on Wednesday. AISA also alleged that
one of the students was singled out and

# The university has
barred the
suspended students
from entering its
campuses pending a
disciplinary inquiry;
AISA has alleged
that security
personnel assaulted
students during a
documentary

screening.

assaulted, and subjected to communal
threats. The collective claimed that
students threatened to force open the
gates to ensure his safety, alleging that
he was being held hostage by security
personnel. AUD, in its statement on
Tuesday, however, claimed protesting
students caused damage to university
property and engaged in scuffles and
physical altercations with the female
and male security personnel deployed
on duty.

The varsity also alleged that officials
attempting to initiate dialogue with the
students were subjected to abusive
behaviour. “Observing that the situation
was becoming unmanageable, and
keeping in view the safety and security
of the campus and other students, the
University Administration informed the
police authorities,” the statement said.

Delhi’s new protest sites: One
booked for Ramlila, another
strewn with debris

Delhi.(Ajency)

CBD Ground: Waste piles & Ramlila bookings

Tall grass and bushes cover large stretches of CBD
Ground in Shahdara, with piles of waste lying along its
edges. At another end, preparations for Ramlila events
are underway, raising questions about the ground’s
readiness to host protests.This is one of the three
alternative sites — the others are Burari Ground and
Ramlila Maidan — alloted by the Delhi Police after
Jantar Mantar was denotified as a designated protest
site in the city.

An official of Shanghai Tunnelling Project
Engineering Co, a third party company that worked for

the National Capital Region Transport Corporation
(NCRTC), said the ground — located around 12 km
from Jantar Mantar — was clean and well-maintained
when the corporation handed it over to the Delhi
Development Authority (DDA). “The lack of
maintenance by the DDA has made the area like this,”
the official said, pointing to the overgrowth and waste.
The official warned that protests and police barricades
could disrupt traffic in this commercial area,
inconveniencing residents and commuters.An
organiser said three Ramlila events were underway at
the ground, drawing nearly 5,000 people daily. “The
venue is booked until next month. It is unlikely that
protests could be held there during this period,” he
added. Malls, wedding halls and a village nearby could
add to congestion if large numbers of protesters
arrived, he further said.

At 37, Delhi man suffered a heart attack. After 1i
years, a stranger’s heart saved his life

# Last month, the 47-year-old Delhi businessman

underwent a heart transplant. He received a donor

heart from a patient at PGIMS Rohtak, in a race

against time that hinged on a green corridor and a

family’s decision to donate.

Delhi.(Ajency)

On September 17, a stranger’s heart began beating inside |
Chanchal Yadav, transported nearly 100 km from Rohtak in
Haryana to Delhi. It belonged to a 41-year-old man who had o,
died in a road accident a day earlier. His family agreed to [®
donate his organs, giving Yadav, a 47-year-old business
owner from Delhi’s Vikaspuri, a chance at anew life.

For patients like him, finding a donor heart is a long and
difficult process. India performs roughly 225 heart
transplants a year — against an estimated annual demand of
nearly 50,000 — while Delhi recorded 14 transplants in
2024, as per sources in the State Organ and Tissue Transplant

Organisation (SOTTO).
11 years of waiting

For Yadav, the surgery followed 11 years of living with a
damaged heart that began with a minor attack in 2015. “I

didn’t even realise it had happened,” he said. “We found out
three months later, by which time heart damage was already
done.” He watched as his world slowly shrank. First, he had
to give up playing sports. It was his passion — volleyball,

badminton, running, whatever kept him on his feet. “Iss

beemarine mujhe 11 saal sports se dur kar diya (This ailment
distanced me from sports for 11 years),” said Yadav.

Then he struggled to even walk. “Every movement started
getting curtailed. There were restrictions on everything,” he

said. “Gradually, I had trouble even walking. I used to feel
exhausted doing the smallest things.”In 2023, Yadav was
placed on the transplant waiting list. By the time he reached
Fortis Hospital, Shalimar Bagh, in June 2026, doctors found
his heart functioning at a fraction of what it should. Dr
Dinesh Kumar Mittal, the senior cardiac surgeon who would
go on to lead Yadav’s transplant, said, “A heart transplant
becomes necessary when the left ventricle — the heart’s
main pumping chamber — stops functioning properly,
falling below 20% of its total capacity.” In patients who need
a transplant, this can fall to as low as 10-15%, he said,
adding, “At that stage, even walking becomes difficult.” In
July this year, doctors implanted an automated implantable
cardioverter-defibrillator — a small device fitted under the
skin that delivers an electric shock, jolting a dangerously
irregular heart back into rhythm and buying extra time as he
waited for a donor.

Soon after the procedure, Fortis called to ask whether he
could undergo a transplant immediately. “But I told them I
need to rest my body first,” Yadav recalled. A donor heart, 95
km away — and arace against time The wait finally ended on
September 17.At 8.50 am that day, the transplant coordinator
at Fortis Hospital, Shalimar Bagh, received a message from
the National Organ and Tissue Transplant Organisation
(NOTTO). A heart was available, matched to a B-positive
recipient. But the donor, a road accident victim, was at
PGIMS Rohtak, 95 km away.

In 3 weeks, over 77,000 households
register for Delhi’s rooftop solar scheme

Tata Power Delhi Distribution Limited (TPDDL), which serves North and Northwest Delhi,

Delhi.(Ajency)

Special Summary Revision Gamps in Gautam
Buddha Nagar on Oct 17, 24

voters “left out” of the rolls. While 2.05

crore names were struck off following the

received 26,788 applications, while BSES Rajdhani Power Limited (BRPL), covering South
and West Delhi, recorded 23,925 registrations.

Delhi.(Ajency)

More than 77,000 households have registered
for Delhi’s rooftop solar scheme since its
launch over three weeks ago, officials said on
Wednesday, crossing one-third of the
government’s target to install 2.3 lakh solar
power units in the city by March 31 next year.
This marks a significant increase in interest in
rooftop solar installations in the Capital, which
had only witnessed Ry ]
29,718 solar connections
installed by BSES and
Tata Power — with a .
combined capacity of
472 Mwp (Megawatt-
peak) — before the
scheme was launched. 3
Since September 21, ®
77,614 applications have
been received on the
portal. The highest
number of registrations, 27,197, came from
areas served by BSES Yamuna Power Limited
(BYPL), which covers East and Central Delhi.
Tata Power Delhi Distribution Limited
(TPDDL), which serves North and Northwest
Delhi, received 26,788 applications, while
BSES Rajdhani Power Limited (BRPL),
covering South and West Delhi, recorded
23,925 registrations.Power Minister Ashish
Sood said the response, particularly from rural
areas and unauthorised colonies, showed
growing interest in rooftop solar installations.

“This shows the immense trust and enthusiasm
of our citizens,” he added.

Officials have attributed the slow adoption of
rooftop solar in the past partly to the existing
electricity subsidy. Eligible consumers receive
free electricity for consumption of up to 200
units a month, reducing the incentive to invest
in solar systems. The high initial cost of
installation and difficulties in securing
agreement among residents of group housing
societies have also posed
hurdles in the way of
adoption of the scheme.
“" The Delhi Solar Policy
offers additional
subsidies to reduce the
cost of installation.
Under the Pradhan
Mantri Surya Ghar:
Muft Bijli Yojana, the
Centre provides a
subsidy of up to Rs
78,000 for rooftop solar systems of up to 3 kW.
The Delhi government has announced an
additional subsidy of up to Rs 78,000, taking
the total subsidy to Rs 1.56 lakh for eligible
consumers, making the installation almost free
of cost. Further, the government has increased
its subsidy for rooftop solar installations
serving common facilities in group housing
societies from Rs 2,000 to Rs 11,000 per kW,
up to a capacity of 500 kW. Eligible
installations can also receive central assistance
of Rs 18,000 per kW.

Special Summary Revision Camps will
be held in Gautam Buddha Nagar on
October 17 and 24, with a special focus on
eligible voters who have been left out
after the final electoral roll was published
on April 10 following a Special Intensive
Revision exercise in Uttar Pradesh.

This follows a direction from the state’s
Chief Electoral Officer that such camps
be conducted. Booth Level Officers
(BLO) have to be present at each
polling booth from 10 am to 4pm
on both the days. On Wednesday,
election officers in the district
met supervisors, asking them to '
immediately coordinate with the
BLO’s in their respective areas
and inform them that new voters \
now being added to the electoral
roll under special circumstances

are no longer required to provide
information related to the SIR.

This comes amidst an ongoing -

row over the alleged #4
irregularities in the SIR exercise
involving deletion of over the 13 crore
names from the draft rolls in 30 states and
Union Territories. An investigative
report, published by The Indian Express
on September 23, pointed to an internal
rift within the Election Commission. This
newspaper also reported that the Election
Commission directed the 20 states and
Union Territories where the exercise had
concluded to run a “special drive” to enrol

¥

166-day SIR exercise in UP, roughly 3.6
lakh from Gautam Buddha Nagar did not
make it to the final electoral roll, while the
draft had 4.4 lakh voters removed. “A
sufficient number of Form-6s will be
available for new voter registrations, and
applicants must attach their latest
photograph, date of birth, and proof of
address with the form,” said an officer.

The officer added that the focus will also

be on first-time voters, and that all Indian
citizens born before January 1, 2009, and
aged 18 years and above, should be
included on a priority basis. The focus
will also be on women, while physical
verification of voters aged 80, and details
of third-gender citizens will be recorded
or appropriately marked. “Whenever a
person fills out Form 6, it is added to the
local BLO’s cart on the app,” a BLO said.
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Vinicus Jr suspended for 4 games, to miss season’s first £l Glasico

Kuldeep Yadav
should've played in
Hyderabad: India‘s
bowling plans under
scrutiny

Dhaka.(Ajency)

A 38-year-old man has been
India's bowling plans have come
under scrutiny after their 24-run
defeat to the West Indies in the
fourth T20I in Hyderabad, with
former India pacer Varun Aaron
questioning the team
management's decision to leave
specialist wrist-spinner Kuldeep
Yadav out of the playing XI.

Aaron, who is also the bowling
coach of Sunrisers Hyderabad,
felt that the conditions at the
Rajiv Gandhi International
Stadium were suited to an
additional spinner and that
Kuldeep could have made a
significant difference for the
hosts. India stuck with an
unchanged XI for the contest, but
their bowling attack struggled to
contain the West Indies, who

i

posted 247 for three before
restricting the hosts to 223 for
nine.ming poison, the family
said. “Ultimately, poor bowling
plans and a lack of batting
awareness cost India the game
again. India should have played
an extra spinner. Kuldeep should
have played on this wicket,”
Aaron said on JioHotstar.The
surface in Hyderabad was not the
flat track many had anticipated.
The relaid pitch offered some
assistance to the bowlers, with
deliveries occasionally holding
up during both innings. The lack
of dew also meant conditions
could have favoured a wrist-
spinner, strengthening the
argument for Kuldeep's
inclusion.

MOTIE'S ROLE IN
HYDERABAD

India went into the fourth T20I
with Axar Patel and Naman Dhir
as their only spin options. Axar
returned figures of 1/45,
dismissing West Indies opener
Jewel Andrew in the powerplay,
while Naman conceded 19 runs
in his brief spell.

West Indies slammed

for final over antics to
target Arshdeep Singh
in Hyderabad

e =

Washington.(Ajency)

West Indies may have secured a
24-run victory over India in the
fourth T20I in Hyderabad, but
their conduct in the closing
moments of the match drew
criticism from former Bengal
cricketer Shreevats Goswami.
He questioned Shamar Joseph’s
decision to continue bowling
short deliveries at Arshdeep
Singh when India had no realistic
chance of pulling off a comeback.
India needed 35 runs off the final
over and had just one wicket
remaining, with Arshdeep on
strike and Mayank Yadav at the
non-striker’s end. With the result
all but decided, Joseph unleashed
short-pitched deliveries directed
towards Arshdeep’s body.One of
those deliveries struck the Indian
pacer around the shoulder and
arm area as he attempted to pull
the ball towards the leg side.
Arshdeep immediately appeared
to be in considerable pain and
went down, prompting the
physios to rush out and assess his
condition.Although Arshdeep
eventually resumed batting,
Joseph persisted with the short-
ball approach. Another delivery
missed the batter, but the Indian
pacer was visibly struggling with
the pain.

SPORTS
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# Vinicius Jr has been handed
a four-match suspension by
the Spanish Foothall
Federation after pulling
Nathan Saliba's hair during
Real Madrid's Laliga clash
aqainst Villarreal. The ban
rules the Brazilian forward
out of the season's first El
Clasico against Barcelona.

SEOUL.(Ajency)

-Real Madrid forward Vinicius Jr has been
handed a four-match suspension by the
Spanish Football Federation's disciplinary
committee for pulling the hair of Villarreal
defender Nathan Saliba during their LaLiga
clash. The punishment rules the Brazilian out
of the first E1 Clasico of the season, with Real
Madrid set to face Barcelona on October 26.

A

The disciplinary committee imposed a two-
match ban for the red-card offence and added
another two matches for his protests towards
the referee, according to its report covering
the eighth round of LaLiga fixtures. Vinicius

all but one of Real's matches this season, but
the Spanish giants have lost two of their eight
league games and sit fourth in the table, six
points behind their arch-rivals.

VINICIUS APOLOGISES AFTER RED

hair in the build-up to what he thought was
Real's second goal. The effort was
disallowed following the review.Spanish
Football Federation regulations classify
pulling an opponent's hair as violent
conduct. Under Article 130, the punishment
for violent conduct that does not cause injury
can range from a one-match to a three-match
suspension.Following the match, Vinicius
apologised to his teammates and the club's
supporters on social media, writing: "sorry to
the team and the fans."However, the
disciplinary committee imposed a four-
match suspension, taking into account both
the red-card offence and his protests towards
the referee. The additional punishment

means the 26-year-old will miss one of the

most important fixtures on Real Madrid's
calendar.
REAL MADRID FACE BARCELONA

will consequently miss Real Madrid's league
matches against Sevilla, Barcelona, Racing
Santander and Valencia.

The suspension is a significant setback for
Real Madrid, who are already struggling to
keep pace with Barcelona in the early stages
of the league campaign. Vinicius has started

CARD

Vinicius was sent off during Real Madrid's 1-
0 victory over Villarreal at the Santiago
Bernabeu on Saturday. The Brazilian, who
came on as a substitute in the 52nd minute,
was dismissed around 20 minutes later after a
VAR review found that he had pulled Saliba's

TEST

The first E1 Clasico of the season is
scheduled for October 26, with Real Madrid
travelling to Camp Nou to face defending
LalLiga champions Barcelona. The match
comes at a crucial juncture for Real, who
have already dropped points in the league
and find themselves chasing a Barcelona side
that has made a perfect start.

Learning from Virat Kohli, 24-year-old Vicky
Dstwal embraces the red-ball grind

Come on, Vicky.(Ajency)

The chant rang out from the Maharashtra
dugout as Vicky Ostwal kept running in on a
hot afternoon against Railways in their Ranji
Trophy season opener in Palam, Delhi. There
was no shortage of encouragement, but the left-
arm spinner was hardly looking for a way out.

He wanted the ball, and he wanted another spell
on Wednesday. Vicky Ostwal had already put in
the hard yards in the first innings, bowling 24.2
overs and taking two wickets. He had also
scored a valuable 50, batting with the tail to
help Maharashtra reach 333 after Ankit
Bawne’s hundred. With a lead of 110 runs, the
visitors had given their bowlers some breathing

spin attack, and Ostwal responded with 28
overs and five wickets as Railways were
bowled out for 120. It was his third five-wicket
haul in the Ranji Trophy, and a performance
that underlined how much Maharashtra could
ask of him.For a 24-year-old still establishing
himself in senior domestic cricket, it was a
substantial workload. Ostwal, however,
seemed happy to take it on.“I was really happy
that I could contribute to the team's win with
both bat and ball,” he told reporters after
Mabharashtra’s win with a beaming smile on his
face.“When you get an outright win in an away
game, especially on a pitch like this, it is a good
start to the season.”The wickets made for a
memorable afternoon, but the 50 was just as
important. Ostwal has spent the past few years
working on his batting, determined to be more
than a left-arm spinner who could offer a few
runs down the order. Against Railways, he
delivered at a crucial stage, helping
Maharashtra build a total that gave their
bowlers the cushion they needed.“I've worked
a lot on my batting over the past two or three
years. I've scored runs in the Under-23s and
local leagues as well,” he said.“Last year, [ was
contributing with the bat, putting together
partnerships with the top-order batters and
scoring 30-odd runs lower down the order. But
getting a 50 in a crucial stage of the first innings
was a great confidence booster.”

LOVE FOR RED-BALL CRICKET

Ostwal is not short of ambition. He considers

Champions League: Real Madrid win 7-goal
thriller vs Roma, City go down against PSG

New Delhi.(Ajency)

Real Madrid produced a stunning late
comeback to beat AS Roma 4-3, while
Manchester City suffered a 4-2 defeat to
Paris Saint-Germain in a pulsating night
of Champions League action on
Wednesday. Madrid scored three times in
the final 10 minutes to overturn a two-
goal deficit at the Stadio Olimpico, while
PSG's first-half blitz proved decisive
against the defending Premier League
champions.

The night's action also saw Liverpool
thrash LASK 6-3, with Bradley Barcola
scoring a hat-trick, while Aston Villa
recorded the biggest European victory in
their history with a 6-0 demolition of

fightback to snatch a 4-3 victory over
Roma, scoring three times in the final 10
minutes after falling two goals behind.
Marten de Roon put Roma ahead in the
20th minute, but Kylian Mbappe
equalised five minutes later to keep
Madrid in the contest. The hosts took
control after the break, with Donyell
Malen scoring twice in the 51st and 57th
minutes to give Roma a commanding 3-1
lead.Madrid, however, refused to
surrender. Carlos Espi pulled one back in
the 82nd minute before Endrick restored
parity three minutes later. Antonio
Rudiger then completed the turnaround in
the 90th minute, steering home Arda
Guler's inswinging corner to cap a
stunning late rally.

room on a pitch that was becoming

increasingly difficult to bat on.

In the second innings on Day 4, stand-in
captain Prithvi Shaw opted for a three-pronged

he can do with the bat.

himself a “pure all-rounder”, pointing to
hundreds in the Maharashtra Premier League
and Cooch Behar Trophy as evidence of what

Fenerbahce.

REAL MADRID STUN ROMA WITH

All three of Madrid's goals in the closing
stages came from corners, underlining

LATE COMEBACK

Real Madrid staged a remarkable

how the visitors found a way back into a
contest that had appeared beyond them.

Faf du Plessis slams Durban Test
scheduling, questions Cricket South Africa

MANAUS.(Ajency)

Former South Africa captain Faf du
Plessis has questioned Cricket South
Africa's decision to host the opening
Test against Australia in Durban,
arguing that the venue's history against
the visitors and its poor
crowd turnout should have
prompted the governing
body to reconsider its
choice. His criticism comes
after Australia secured a
commanding 214-run
victory at Kingsmead to take
a 1-0 lead in the three-match
Test series.Australia's win
continued their impressive
record at the Durban venue,
where they had also beaten
South Africa in 2006, 2009
and 2018. The latest defeat has added
weight to Faf's concerns about the
scheduling of the series, with the former
skipper questioning why South Africa
would begin such a high-profile contest
at a ground where Australia have
enjoyed considerable success.

“For me, there's a big question mark that
I'd like to put to the decision-makers at
Cricket South Africa. When you have
such a poor record at Kingsmead in
Durban, while Australia have an
excellent record there — I think they've
won their last four consecutive Test
matches against us at the venue — why
would you start the series there? You're
effectively telling the opposition, 'Let's
start at a venue“If you compare Durban
with other venues in South Africa, such

as Cape Town, Port Elizabeth, Pretoria
and Wanderers, South Africa and the
Proteas have a much better record at
those grounds. So that's my first
question,” Faf told Cricinfo. where
you're most comfortable.’

DURBAN’S CROWD CONCERN

Faf also questioned Durban's ability to
draw spectators for a marquee Test
series, arguing that the atmosphere at the
venue did not match the anticipation
surrounding Australia's return to South
Africa.“Secondly, from a crowd
perspective, Durban also has the lowest
viewership numbers among South
African grounds. There's all this hype
and talk ahead of the first Test between
South Africa and Australia, an iconic
series, with Australia returning for the
first time since 2018. Yet, there's no
crowd. You look at the television and
think, 'That's not good, man. [ don't want
to see that. I want to see a packed
stadium watching this big series',” Faf
added.His comments highlight a
broader challenge for Test cricket:
ensuring that major international

contests attract healthy crowds and
deliver the atmosphere their stature
deserves. With Australia arriving as one
of the strongest touring sides, the choice
of venue has become an additional
talking point following South Africa's
heavy defeat.
PROTEAS IN FOR
TOUGH CHALLENGE
The scheduling debate is
particularly interesting
given the historical head-to-
head records at the other
venues. Australia have won
10 of the 14 Tests played
"W against South Africa in Cape
. Town, while the Proteas
have enjoyed greater
success in Gqgeberha,
formerly known as Port
Elizabeth. South Africa have
won four of the seven Tests against
Australia at St George's Park, compared
with Australia's three victories.
The second Test of the series is
scheduled to take place in Gqeberha,
followed by the third in Cape Town.
South Africa will need to respond
strongly in the remaining matches after
their batting struggled to withstand
Australia's attack in Durban. Ggeberha
is the only venue in South Africa where
the Proteas have won more Tests against
Australia than they have lost. Australia's
first-Test victory was built on Matt
Renshaw's outstanding contributions
with the bat and Josh Hazlewood's
decisive bowling performance.
Renshaw scored 190 in the first innings
and followed it with 82 in the second.

Sanju Samson provides Arshdeep
Singh injury update, says India
charged up for final T20I

IOWA CITY.(Ajency)

Sanju Samson has provided an update on Arshdeep
Singh after the India pacer suffered a painful blow to
his shoulder during the fourth T20I against West Indies
in Hyderabad. With the five-match series level at 2-2,
Samson said India were charged up for the series
decider in Bengaluru, while hoping Arshdeep would
recover in time.Arshdeep was struck by a short-pitched
delivery from Shamar Joseph in the final over of India's
chase on Wednesday. The blow left the left-arm pacer
in considerable pain, prompting the physios to rush
onto the field to assess his condition."Arshdeep is
putting ice on his shoulders. Hopefully he gets well
soon. He got struck by a high-speed ball. Hope he
recovers soon," Samson said during the post-match
press conference.India A

needed 35 runs from
the final over with just
one wicket remaining
when Joseph bowled a
barrage of bouncers to
Arshdeep, one of
which hit him on his
left shoulder. Many felt
that the action was unsportsmanlike from Joseph, as
Arshdeep could never have chased the runs
down.Although the Indian pacer atempted to continue
batting, he appeared to be struggling with the pain.
India captain Shreyas Iyer eventually urged Arshdeep
to retire, bringing the chase to an end as West Indies
secured a 24-run victory to level the series.The
incident also drew criticism from former Bengal
cricketer Shreevats Goswami, who questioned
Joseph's decision to continue bowling short at
Arshdeep when India had little chance of completing
the chase."What Shamar Joseph did in the last 3 balls
against Arshdeep is not in the spirit of the game for
me!" Goswami wrote on X, arguing that the West
Indies pacer could have opted to bowl at the stumps
instead.
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Jio IPO price band
announced: Issue size
8% higher than
Hyundai Motor issue
Kolkata.(Ajency)

Jio TPO price band has been
announced. Jio Platforms, the
digital and telecom arm of
Reliance Industries, has set a
price band of Rs 1,065-1,119 per
share for its IPO. At the upper end
of this price band, the company
could raise approximately Rs
30,213 crore, making it the
largest IPO in India to date. The
IPO will involve the issuance of
up to 27 crore new equity shares,
each with a face value of Rs 10.
When will the Jio IPO open?
Subscription for the Jio public
offer will open on Wednesday,
October 21, and close on Friday,
October 23. According to a
regulatory filing by Reliance,
bidding for anchor investors will
take place on Monday, October
19. The filing states that the PO
committee of the Jio Platforms
board approved this price band
during a meeting held on
Wednesday. Eligible employees
bidding under the employee
reservation quota will receive a
discount of Rs 54 per share.
Minimum lot size

Investors must bid for a
minimum of 12 shares, with
subsequent bids required in
multiples of 12. Based on the
upper end of the price band, the
cost for one lot will be Rs 13,428.

Consumer durables
buck FPI exodus in
FY27; festive demand

to test momentum
New Delhi.(Ajency)

The consumer durables segment
saw foreign portfolio inflows
worth 29,901 crore in the
ongoing financial year (FY27),
with positive trend seen in four of
the six months. This comes even
as FPI selloff hit a record 23.07
trillion this calendar and swelled
to X1.76 trillion in the ongoing
financial year.Analysts believe
premiumisation, rising
disposable incomes, housing
demand and low penetration of
appliances has kept the consumer
durables segment on FPIradar.

A deeper analysis shows that
consumer durables was among
the three top sectors in terms of
FPI inflows this fiscal, only
behind services and consumer
services. "Despite overall selling,
selective exposure reflects
expectations of structural
growth, improving product mix
and stronger earnings visibility,
alongside resilient domestic
consumption,” said Ravi Singh,
chief research officer from
Master Capital Services.

Figma sees design as
key differentiator as Al
lowers coding barriers:
CEO Dylan Field

New Delhi.(Ajency)

As Al makes coding faster and
lowers the barriers to building
software, the value in technology
development will increasingly
shift towards design, where
understanding users, business
needs and cultural context will
remain critical, Figma CEO and
cofounder Dylan Field said.
Field, who is visiting India for the
first time, said the country’s
pragmatic approach to
technology adoption stood out
compared with San Francisco,
where experimentation often
generates considerable noise.
Indian companies were focused
on identifying what would
advance their businesses and
deliver tangible returns, he said.
“Some people here might already
be ahead of people in San
Francisco. There is a lot of noise
there, with people trying a lot of
things. Some of those things are
great. They will be the future. But
there is also a lot of noise that
does not work out,” Field said.
AT’s ability to perform tasks with
verifiable outcomes, such as
mathematics, cybersecurity and
coding, is advancing rapidly. But
designing systems that are
maintainable, extensible and
aligned with business needs
remains more complex, he said.

BUSINESS
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IMF backs India’s GDP data revamp, says

rupee pressure Is no sign of failure

# |t described the weapons as

strategic, implying an intent

to arm them with nuclear

warheads, but did not

specify whether they were

launched from an actual

submarine or an

on October 10 to curb its fall.

RUPEE PRESSURE REFLECTS

New Delhi.(Ajency)

failure, as India entered the energy shock
with strong economic fundamentals,
reported The Economic Times.Speaking at
a press briefing in Bangkok on Thursday,
Krishna Srinivasan, Director of the IMF’s
Asia and Pacific Department, said India had
entered the shock with strong growth and
fiscal discipline and had responded well to
the challenges.The rupee has gained for
four consecutive sessions after the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) announced measures

GLOBALFACTORS, SAYS IMF

Srinivasan said pressure on the rupee does

The International Monetary Fund (IMF) has
backed India’s recent changes to its gross
domestic product (GDP) data, saying the
revised methodology follows good practice.
It has also said that pressure on the rupee
should not be seen as a sign of economic

affected by the energy shock.

not mean that India’s economic growth and
currency performance are disconnected.The
exchange rate depends on global interest
rates, investor risk appetite and oil prices, he
said. As a major oil importer, India has been

He added that currency movements should

not be treated as a measure of whether an
economy is succeeding or failing. The IMF’s
Regional Economic Outlook for Asia and the
Pacific, released on Thursday, noted that

several emerging economies faced currency
pressure following the energy shock. It said
some of this pressure had eased over the past
few months and listed India among the
countries that had intervened in foreign
exchange markets.The IMF’s World
Economic Outlook also highlighted the

wider global challenges, noting that
benchmark interest rates in advanced
economies had climbed to multi-decade
highs, increasing borrowing costs for
emerging markets. Exchange rates have
also remained volatile, particularly in
Asia.The IMF’s baseline forecast assumes
oil prices of around $96 per barrel in 2026,
with the Strait of Hormuz reopening from
March2027.

RBI MEASURES HELP RUPEE
4 RECOVER

The RBI introduced a special window on
October 10 to meet the daily dollar
requirements of three state-owned oil
marketing companies — Indian Oil,
Hindustan Petroleum and Bharat Petroleum,
according to PTI. The window began
operating on October 12 and will remain in
place until further notice.The measure takes
the companies’ dollar demand out of the spot
market.

SEBI proposes SME-only IPO route
for firms valued up to Rs 1,000 crore

Mumbai.(Ajency)

The Securities and Exchange Board of
India (SEBI) on Wednesday proposed a
major revamp of the SME initial public
offering (IPO) framework, including
restricting SME-platform listings to
companies valued up to Rs 1,000 crore,
easing fundraising norms and reducing
compliance requirements to improve
market efficiency. Under the proposals,
companies with a valuation of up to Rs
1,000 crore would be required to list

only on SME platforms. Firms valued
between Rs 1,000 crore and Rs 4,000
crore would have the flexibility to
choose between SME and mainboard
listings, while companies with
valuations exceeding Rs 4,000 crore
would be eligible to list only on the
mainboard platform.The market

regulator has also proposed tightening
profitability requirements for SME IPO
candidates. Companies seeking an SME
listing would need to report an average
annual operating profit of at least Rs 3
crore. However, loss-making firms
could still access the market provided
that qualified institutional buyers
(QIBs) subscribe to at least 75 per cent
of the net offer, offering an alternative
route for high-growth businesses.

In another key proposal, EBI has
recommended scrapping the mandatory

100 per cent underwriting requirement
for SME IPOs. Instead, issues would
need to achieve at least 90 per cent
subscription, failing which investor
funds would have to be refunded within
four days.The regulator has also
proposed doing away with the
compulsory three-year market-making

requirement for SME-listed stocks.
Additionally, it suggested introducing
one-share trading lots for SME stocks to
improve liquidity and reducing the
minimum application size for SME
IPOs to Rs 1 lakh. At the same time, the
minimum number of allottees inan SME
IPO could be increased to 500 from the
current 200 to broaden investor
participation.

SEBI has further proposed removing the
existing Rs 10 crore cap on funds that
can be allocated for general corporate
purposes, potentially giving issuers
greater flexibility in deploying IPO
proceeds.The consultation paper comes
shortly after the regulator extended a
temporary relaxation that allows
companies to revise their IPO issue size
by up to 50 per cent without filing a
fresh draft red herring prospectus
(DRHP). The relief, originally
scheduled to expire on September 30,
2026, has now been extended until
March 31, 2027.Introduced in April, the
measure enables companies to increase
or reduce the size of a fresh issue by up

" to 50 per cent after filing draft

documents, helping issuers respond to
changing market conditions without
undertaking a fresh regulatory filing
process.The extension follows
representations from investment
bankers and issuers, who cited subdued
investor participation and heightened
geopolitical uncertainties, particularly
in the Middle East, as factors
complicating capital-raising plans and
valuation assessments.

IDBI Bank shares crash 7%:
Why is the stock falling
_ h’lfJ‘lfl [ il |eaming
(@ 1DBI BANK ‘_l’
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New Delhi.(Ajency)

Shares of IDBI Bank fell sharply on Thursday,
declining as much as 6.05% to Rs 84.97, after the
government approved the sale of a controlling stake in
the lender to Canada's Fairfax Financial Holdings.

The fall came despite the long-awaited deal marking a
major milestone in the bank's proposed ownership
transition, as investors weighed the transaction price
against the stock's market valuation.The Union
Cabinet on Wednesday approved the sale of a
combined 60.72% stake in IDBI Bank by the Centre
and Life Insurance Corporation of India (LIC) to a
Fairfax-backed entity for Rs 52,878 crore. The deal
involves the government's 30.48% stake and LIC's
30.24% holding in the bank.The immediate concern
for shareholders is the price at which the transaction
has been approved. Fairfax's bid of Rs 81 per share is
below IDBI Bank's previous closing price of Rs 90.44.
Itis also lower than the Rs 100—110 per share range that
market participants were reportedly expecting.

At Rs 84.97, the stock was still trading above the
transaction price, but the gap between the market price
and the approved bid has become a key focus for
investors. The decline suggests that the announcement
has not delivered the valuation premium some market
participants had hoped for.

The price offered by Fairfax is central to understanding
the stock's reaction. At Rs 81 per share, the deal value is
about 10.4% below IDBI Bank's previous closing price
0fRs 90.44.

Price rise makes sugar bitter and
sweets expensive in festive season

Kolkata.(Ajency)

Sugar prices have risen 29.8% YoY in

Is sugar tasting bitter at the onset of the festive
season? It is quite likely given the fact that
sugar prices refuse to come down, which is
pushing the price of sweets higher just at a time
when the consumption of sweets rises even in
an increasingly health-conscious generation.
Festive season is the time when the

consumption of sweets and desserts rise. But
this time the price rise of sugar is also causing
retail inflation to rise. Reports point to
production concern amid due to uneven

rainfall.
Pricelikely to remain higher

Reports state that sugar prices are likely to
remain high in the coming months. Experts
have said that any possibility of prices
declining will depend on fresh sugar supplies
and how high the input costs are. Government
data suggest that inflation in sugar,
confectionery and desserts have moved up to
13.8% in September on a YoY basis. This was
only at 10.9% in August and 3.4% in January.

September from 24.3% in August. Experts

Kolkata.(Ajency)

Sensex surges by more than 1,200 points, Nifty
50 by 340 points: What’s driving the market

transportation costs by easing restrictions
on vessels, there remains a persistent risk

have attributed this rise to raw materials,
including sugar.

Inflation in prepared sweets

Data also reveal an upward pressure in the
prices of prepared sweets. Inflation in prepared
sweets, which are not milk-based went up to
9.4% in September from a level of 7.3% in
August. The pace of rise of candy prices
almost doubled at 11.5% in September,
compared to 6% in August. Inflation in
ready-made food and other food
products inched up from 9.6% in August
to 10% in September. Experts said
elevated sugar prices as well as edible oil
and fuel costs are responsible for this.
The price rise has come just as India is
enterig the festive season with Navratri,
Durga Puja and Dussehra and Diwali.
During this time every year, the demand
for all types of sweets go up. In some
sweets dry fruits are added and the prices
ofthese ingredients are also rising.

There are concerns about cane yields following
lower rainfall. This could adversely impact
sugar production. Moreover a significant share
is being chanelled to ethanol manufacture too.
The spectre of food inflation

Incidentally, food inflation has jumped from
6% in August to 7.7% in September. It has
pushed up retail inflation from 4.8% in August
to 5.54% in September. The RBI governor has
repeatedly said that food prices could remain
elevated on account of lower rainfall and the
lingering El Nino effect. Kharif sowing has
already suffered to some extent.

Why the stock market surged today? On
Thursday, October 15, benchmark
indices—the Sensex and Nifty—were
trading in the green (with gains of up to
1.66%), driven by factors including
buying in IT stocks. At 11:40 AM, Sensex
was at 73,986.34, up 1.65% or 1,204.45
points. On the other hand, Nifty 50 was at
22,967.60,up 1.52% or 344.90 points.

IT stocks zoom

Why did the stock market surge? Heavy
buying in IT stocks was seen. Following
strong results from HCLTech on Monday,
the IT index rose by 1.5%. This brings the
total gain for the index over the last three
sessions to 7.8%.Amidst better-than-
expected results and profit-booking in Al-
related stocks, shares such as TCS,
Infosys, HCLTech, and Tech Mahindra
saw gains for the third consecutive
session.

Asian markets lower

Asian markets opened lower on
Thursday. Consumer inflation in the US
came in higher than anticipated,
strengthening expectations that the
Federal Reserve might take action later
this year. This news has also impacted
global equity markets.

Value buying seen

With the market trading near a six-month
low, ‘value buying’ (purchasing stocks at
lower, attractive price points) was
observed.The decline in crude oil prices
improved the sentiments. Crude prices
fell by more than $1 on Thursday. While
the US is attempting to reduce petroleum

of supply disruptions due to attacks on
ships in the Strait of Hormuz. Investors
factored in these risks, leading to a
decline in oil prices.Brent crude futures
fell by $1.76, or 1.75%, to $104 per
barrel, while US West Texas Intermediate
(WTI) crude futures dropped by $1.02, or
1.07%, to $94.07 per barrel. Both
benchmarks surrendered the gains they
hadrecorded in the previous session.

Rupee gains against the US dollar

The Indian rupee opened 0.2% higher

against the US dollar at 94.92, compared
to its previous close of 95.15. The dollar
saw a decline after having reached an 18-
month high overnight. The RBI helped
stem the fall in the valoue of the rupee
against the greenback.

Sensex weekly expiry

October 15 marks the weekly expiry for
the Sensex. On the day of expiry, the
market may experience significant
volatility as traders square off or roll over
their futures and options positions.
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st Aneet Padda's

Fairytale-Themed Birthday Bash Ft Ahaan
Panday's Special Gesture, Alia Bhatt's Appearance

ctress Aneet Padda, who won the hearts of the ~ Panday attended the celebration with his mother,
audience with her solid performance in  Deanne Panday, while actress Alia Bhatt was also on

Saiyaara in 2025, celebrated her 24th birthday  the guest list.

on October 13. The occasion was made even more Aneet and Deanne shared a playful moment in one of
special by her co-star Ahaan Panday, who shared a  the pictures, posing together for a selfie with funny
heartfelt birthday wish for her on social media along  expressions. Pink and green balloons adorned the
with several candid pictures. Aneet’s birthday space, while the dessert table featured two eye-
festivities have now grabbed attention online, with  catching cakes, one shaped like a castle and the other
glimpses of the celebration revealing a dreamy, a pink two-tier confection. Aneet celebrated her
birthday in a fitted, short yellow dress.
Ahaan, meanwhile, arrived in a black
shimmery shirt and matching jeans.
According to the viral pictures, Ahaan also
created a special playlist for his rumoured
ladylove, Aneet, and made sure to invite
Alia since she admires her.A fan wrote on
social media, “so ahaan literally curated a
5+ hours birthday playlist for his girl+
hosted a princess themed party+ castle
themed cake anddd he invited alia as her
bday present as she’s her hero brb crying."
Even the internet was impressed by
Ahaan’s sweet gestures for Aneet. Have a
look at the pictures here:Meanwhile, Aneet
was recently seen gracing Ahaan’s sister Alanna
Panday’s baby shower in the city. She was seen
bonding with Ananya Panday at the family event. The
videos soon went viral on social media, sending fans

fairytale-inspired setup attended by several familiar
faces.

Inside Aneet Padda’s birthday celebration

On October 13, Aneet Padda’s Saiyaara co-star Alam
Khan posted a few pictures from her birthday
celebration on social media. Although the photos
were subsequently deleted, fans had already saved
and shared them online, giving a glimpse of the
festivities. The party featured whimsical pink
decorations and a fairytale-inspired theme. Ahaan

into a frenzy.

On the work front, Aneet and Ahaan will reunite in
Mohit Suri’s untitled next. The film is set to go on the
floors later in this month. Aneet also has Shakti
Shalini with the late actor Nana Patekar.
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Shriya Saran Slams Explicit

Al-Morphed Pics: 'They
Change Your B**b Size'

ecently, Janhvi Kapoor condemned an Al-altered video of her

song Chuttamalle from Devara: Part 1. The video, which went

viral, digitally manipulated her appearance to create sexually
explicit imagery that was never a part of the original song. She slammed
the ‘criminal misuse’ of Al to objectify women and called the video
‘deeply violating” and ‘bordering on sexual assault’.The incident once
again raised Al misuse concerns, leading members of the film fraternity
such as Jr NTR, Chiranjeevi and Khushbu Sundar taking a firm stand
against the violation. Speaking exclusively to News18, Shriya Saran,
who has also been a victim of Al abuse leading to the creation of
morphed images of her, reacts to the issue that has become rampant.She
points out that more often than note, it’s the women, who bear the brunt,
as their body parts become a talking point on the internet. “It’s funny.
Sometimes, I don’t even know if it’s me. They change the size of your
b**s, suddenly the cape that
you were wearing is gone or
your a* looks bigger. You’ve
to take it with a pinch of salt.
Having said that, it’s
annoying and it’s not right,"
she states.“While Al has a lot
to give us and a lot to help us
with, there’s also a lot it can
change for us. It can lead to
things that can be dangerous.
I think that applies to every technology. With time, we’ve to either learn
to live with it or deal with it," she adds. With Al becoming part of an
actor’s life, Shriya notes that ‘a lot of other things’ have changed too
from the time she made her debut in 2001 with Ishtam.

“We didn’t have make-up vans. I didn’t have one in my first three films.
We would find a tree and sit under it and have our lunches together. It
was beautiful in a way. The positive side is that I still remember my
conversations with some of my co-actors and directors. We used to sit
together and discuss life and books. Hum recorder laya karte the aur sab
saath mein music sunte the," she says.

“Now, everyone has earphones and you don’t even know what the other
person is listening to. Cinema has changed a lot. The style of srytelling
has changed a lot," she continues. But the most significant change,
Shriya believes, is the growing presence of women in decision-making
roles on film sets. “There are more women behind the camera than in
front of it," she points out.The Drishyam and RRR actor adds, “There
are women deciding the kind of story that needs to be told and what they
should put money in. You can make as many women-oriented stories as
you want but if the people behind the camera are all men, you can’t
really label them as a female-led film.
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Is Salman Khan Still A Virgin?

Karan Johar Asks Internet-

Breaking Question Again On Koffee
With Karan Finale

¥
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and Karan Johar has wasted no time bringing

back one of the most talked-about moments
from the actor’s previous appearance. In the new
promo for the ninth and final season of Koffee
With Karan, Karan asks Salman the same
question that made headlines in 2013: “You still a
virgin?"Salman says, “Control, yaar, brother.
Control." He then asks Karan, “Ye aisa toh nahi
hai na ki last season bol bol ke you got all of us to
do Koffee With Karan?”

Why Salman Khan Said He Was A Virgin On
Koffee With Karan

Salman’s original virginity comment came during
the opening episode of Season 4 in December
2013. At the time, Karan asked him about his
relationships and whether he wanted to save
himself for the woman he would eventually
marry.Salman replied that he wanted to save
himself for his future wife. When Karan asked
directly if he was a virgin, Salman said yes and
added that he had had friends, but no benefits. He
also said he preferred sleeping alone. The
exchange made headlines and became one of the
show’s most remembered moments.

Salman Khan Tells Karan Johar, ‘Karan, Tusi
NaJao’

The promo also plays on the duo’s long association.
When Karan promises that he is leaving the show,
Salman jokes with a reference to their film Kuch
Kuch Hota Hai, saying, “Karan, tusi na
jao."Karan then tells Salman that he seems
different and “just a lot more composed". Salman
replies with a joke about taking his own advice:
“All the advicees that I’ve given, there has come a
time for me to follow my own advices."

Salman Khan Talks About Trolling And
Paparazzi Culture

The conversation also turns to Salman’s recent
comments on Bigg Boss 20 about trolling and
paparazzi culture. “Jisne ye phone mein camera,
jisne banaya hai, woh agar kahin mujhe mil gaya."

Adhyayan Suman's Main Na Raha
Mera Postponed, Film Avoids
Clash With 'Several Releases'

: ; alman Khan is returning to the Koffee couch,

N

ctor Adhyayan Suman, who will be next

seen in the upcoming film ‘Main Na

Raha Mera’, has shared that the makers
of the film have decided to move its release
date owing to the clutter at the box-office.The
film, which also stars Divita Rai, will now
release in cinemas on December 11, 2026.
Earlier, the makers had booked October 23 for
its release. However, looking at the fierce
competition at the box-office, and the legion of
films releasing over the course of next 3-4
weeks, the makers decided it’s best to move its
release to a later date.

Talking about the decision, Adhyayan Suman
said, “‘Main Na Raha Mera’ is an extremely
personal film for me, and we want audiences to
experience its emotions the way we have
envisioned them. With a story that explores
love, heartbreak and the complexities of ego, it
was important for us to find the right window
for the film. October 23 had several releases
lined up, and we felt that moving to December
11 would give us a better opportunity to bring
the film to audiences with the attention it
deserves".

The shift gives the romantic musical a relatively
less crowded theatrical window amid
competition from multiple releases lined up for
October.

The makers have already unveiled the teaser,
followed by the title track sung by Arijit Singh
and the romantic number ‘Shayad’, voiced by
Rekha Bhardwaj.

Producer Dharmesh Sangani said, “As
producers, our responsibility is not just to make
a film but also to ensure that it gets the best
possible opportunity to connect with audiences
in cinemas. October 23 was shaping up to be a
crowded release date, and after careful
consideration, we decided that December 11
would be a more suitable window for Main Na
Raha Mera. The film has a strong emotional
core, complemented by music that plays an
integral part in its storytelling. We want to give
itthe right space to reach its audience".
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More Romantic

Here are tips to bring back some fun into your relationship

Sometimes we get so busy with our work that we don't get
time to express our love to the most important person of
our life. So here are some tips to bring back the romance

into your marriage.
Spend quality time

Sometimes you maybe in the same room for hours but not
talk to each other simply because you are busy with your
own work. If you are alone with your husband make sure

you spend the time talking to him.

Arrange for a date

If you have kids, arrange for a baby sitter and
go out on a date. If he enjoys dancing then you
can hit anice place where you can shake a leg.
If your man would like to indulge in some
games take him to a bowling parlour. Believe
it this will work like a charm.

Be the chef

Food is the easiest way to a man's heart. So,
cook a great meal comprising of the dishes he
likes. But if you aren't convinced about your

culinary skills don't try and experiment, order food from
his favourite restaurant and then set up some candles for a

romantic candlelight dinner.
Leavelove notes

Whether it's leaving some love notes around the house or
SMSes or email, write him a lovey-dovey note. Men may
pretend to be tough but they do like to know that they are

on your mind.
Expressitloud

Though you may have sent him a love note or email,
there's nothing like professing your love every now and

Dos and don'
professional

Whether you are applying for a job,
internship, loan, grant, applying for
admission in a college or just writing an e-
mail for business or job related
communication, these tips will help you
give your mails a professional touch

When you are writing a professional e-
mail, you have to be very careful about a
few things or you might appear very
immature or inexperienced. In
professional e-mails, you cannot let your
personality show as much as you do in
personal mails. Professional or business-
related e-mails have to be crisp and to-the
point and should contain only relevant
information. Read the tips below...

1. Professional presentation is a must
Being over-creative and over-innovative is
a strict no-no. Use standard formats and
standard fonts for professional e-mails.
Using varied colours of various font sizes
in one mail is just going to portray you as
an amateur. Yes you can convey your
individuality but through content and not
through wrapping.

2. Keep your e-mail id simple and
straight

The first and the foremost thing that could
help you establish a professional image is
your email address. Do not try to be extra
creative, clever or confusing. Yes, your e-
mail id should portray your professional
capacity but in a simple way. It
either be your full name or your
middle initials or something
related to your profession but
not something irrelevant like
sexycelina@gmail.com.

3. Always use a professional e-
mail signature

As a professional person, you |
want to leave a lasting
impression on a recipient and a
key point of knowing how to
write professional emails is how
to sign off. Your signature is your
identity and is left in every
message. If you are seeking
employment, it is vital to include
your name, contact details and
alternative phone numbers. This
is all part of representing yourself
as a professional and finding
common ground with other
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Shower him with attention

Dote on him once in a while. Praise him for his hard work.
Men love attention though they may claim otherwise. Praise
him for his taste in clothes or perfumes, he's sure to like it a

lot.
Plan a surprise vacation

If you are not likely to get any alone time in the city, plan‘a.
vacation. Depending on the kind of
time you both can spare, take a lo
or short trip. You could take him
to the place he's always wanted fo;

go.

other's company.

Find ways to spend time tog

It could be while travelling tofors

from work or just going Shoppis

together or even a long drive af

dinner. If you can't head out/fora

vacation just find ways to be ineach ||
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then. Do let him know that after all the years as a married
couple you are still very much in love with him.
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Let him spend time with his gang

Yes, you should spend some time together, but your man will
really appreciate it if you let him spend an evening with his

he is with his friends.
Appreciate things he does

buddies. Ensure that you don't call him during the time when

Even ifit's something simple, try and tell him how much you
appreciate his help around the house. More then the praise

ts of writing
e-mails

professionals.

4. No emotions or emoticons in
e-mails

There is a lot of difference
between sending a casual text to a
friend and sending a formal mail.
In casual chats, we frequently use
smileys and emoticons to express
what we are feeling. For any
professional e-mail, this kind of
expression may be considered
very inappropriate. You will
certainly not put a happy face in
the subject of your e-mail when
applying for a job. One important
tip when writing professional e-
mails is that you should allow emotions to
dictate your writing. Whether you are happy,
sad, frustrated or annoyed, first calm down
before you write an e-mail. And even after
writing it, double check before you hit the
send button.

5. Be careful when using humour

There is a fine line between the between
humour and sarcasm and this is very difficult
to achieve in writing. There are chances you
will be misinterpreted or misunderstood
which may not only make you sound very
personal but also ruin your image. The same
goes for abbreviations or acronyms,
frequently used today. Do not use it until you
are very sure they will be well-understood.

6. Run a grammar and spell check

Do check your standard of grammar and
spellings when writing a professional e-
mail. Spelling and grammar errors can
portray you as a bad communicator.
Remember, first impression is the last
impression. If you were a recruting
manager, would you hire
someone with poor language {
skills? Certainly not! So :
read your mail at least
twice to check for

errors after ; (\
writing it. ,

o
—

P

////”/Nfﬂ r By e

and attention that you shower on him, it's this appreciation
that will make him fall in love with you all over again.

Smart plan
less stressful week

Always pressed for time?
Here's a Saturday to Sunday
plan to make your life simpler
Do you often feel overloaded,
and end up working late to
meet deadlines? Or are you
spending the day battling one
crisis after another? The
problem may be in your time
management skills. When we
manage our time well, we are
more productive at work, and
our stress levels are lower.
Here's a weeklong guide
that'll help you work, not
efficiently, but effectively.
Saturday: Sort the mailbox
Electricity bills, telephone
bills, bank statements, sundry
invoices and other
promotional letters sum up to
nearly 1,000 pieces of mails
every year. Being surrounded
by clutter can sap away at
your productivity.

So, choose one spot at home
to sort out your papers on a
weekly basis. Ideally, sit in
front of the computer and
stock the table with stamps,
envelopes, pens, 'In, 'Out'
and 'File It' folders, so you
can work at top speed. Ask
yourself, what's the worst
thing that could happen if I
don't keep this junk mail? If
you're willing to live with the
result, then toss it in the bin so
you can get to the important
paperwork quickly.

Sunday: Catch up on sleep
Do you scramble through the
week to get your eight hours
of snooze? Medical experts
point out that chronic sleep
deprivation has a huge
impact on memory,

creativity, concentration and
problem solving skills —
and it can double the length
of time it takes you to
accomplish a task. If you
want to be productive
tomorrow, getting eight
hours of sleep tonight needs
to be way more important
than sending those mails that
can wait until morning.
Monday: Do the tough job
first

After a long, relaxed
weekend, walking to office
ona Monday morning can be
quite challenging. It is found
that people spend 75 per cent
of their time on a Monday
doing only 20 per cent of
work. Besides, distractions,
interruptions and
unnecessary tasks chew up
the remaining five per cent.
So, to boost productivity,
pick the toughest, most
unpleasant task you need to
accomplish first. Once you
knock that off your list while
you're still fresh, focused
and working at good speed
— everything else will seem
like a breeze in comparison,
and that will help you stay on
track all day.
Tuesday/Wednesday:

-
"
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Avoid social media
According to Mayo Clinic
researchers, women spend at
least one out of every seven
minutes at work checking,
and responding to, social
media messages. Going
online several times daily can
cut your productivity by 25
per cent or more. To protect
yourself, schedule specific
times when you'll log on and
limit how long you'll stay
online when you do. To start
with the socialmedia detox,
check mails and long on to
social networking sites only
once a day.

Thursday: Trim the to-do
list

Is dragging work home with
you eating into your free
time? People spend at least 75
per cent of their day doing
tasks they feel are important
though they could have
delegated, or ignored most of
them. Each morning, divide
your day's to-do list into two
categories — things you could
do, and things you must do.
Mark the more important ones

as, 'A' and the less as 'B'.
Be ruthless and put as
much as possible into that
easily-ignored could do
list. Then tackle your
tasks in reverse order, so
you start with the must-
do's, first, and only bother
with the could-do's if you
have time.

Friday: Tidy your home
There's no question it
takes time to clean out
overflowing closets,
tables,and the mess that
has accumulated in the
kitchen. However, you
could lose even more
precious time if you don't
spend time cleaning up
the mess. According to a
British research team,
women spend up to 188
hours every year looking
for things they've
misplaced — like keys,
remote controls,
passports, and matching

shoes. While your home

doesn't have to b

perfectly organised to prevent
this frustration, start by getting
rid of the things you no longer
use or value, so you'll have
easier access to what you
actually need.

Saturday: Make an errands
list

Once you're done sorting out
your mails, make a trip to your
local market. If you are one of
those who run to the grocery
store two or three times a
week,this weekend visit could
save you at least an hour every
week just by combining your
errands into one big trip. And,
instead of writing what you
need on a scrap of paper, create
a blank grocery list — with
headings like fresh veggies,
fruits, meat, canned goods and
dairy products. Photocopy it
and stick a fresh copy on the
fridge each week.




	Page 1

