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Fire, pollution risk: Residents oppose DLF plan to install 24 DG
sets near Moulsari Avenue metro station

25,000 property registrations at Gurgaon tehsil office

have one fictitious PAN: ‘ABCDEF1234’

MCG to seek audio proof, satisfaction
letters on civic complaints

100 roads set for an upgrade in a month in Gurgaon; delay fines on staff

Effigy contractor’s son
second to succumb in
Sahibabad community

centre blast

Man thrashed with
iron rod, hockey
stick by labour
contractor, mason
dies

Greater Noida
farmers protest
inflated power
bills, lack of
subsidies
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Assam man kills wife, puts
severed head in a refrigerator

Guwahati: A woman's partially decomposed and decapitated body was recovered from
a house in Guwahati's Beltola area while the head, wrapped in a plastic bag, was found in
a refrigerator, a police officer said on Monday. Ramanuj Goswami has been arrested after
he surrendered before police and confessed to killing his wife in a fit of rage over her
alleged extra-marital affair, he added. “We received information from the family that they
were not able to contact the couple for the past two days. A team from Hatigaon police sta-
tion went to their flat. The door of the house was open, and the wife's body was found lying
on the floor, with the head severed," he said. The severed head was found kept in a poly-
thene bag in the fridge, he added. "Goswami, who is the prime suspect, has surrendered
and confessed to the crime. He claimed that they had a fight on September 3, which went
on till the early hours of the next day. He lost his temper at
one point and killed her," the officer said. The machete pur-
portedly used in the crime has been recovered. Goswami
alleged that his wife was
having an extra-marital
affair, due to which they fre-
quently quarrelled. They
had been married for less
than a year. Goswami hailed
from Dhubri district while
Talukdar was a resident of
Guwahati. 
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New Delhi: The Delhi
High Court has placed in
abeyance the eviction
order issued by the Land
and Development Office
against Akshara Theatre,
temporarily protecting the
0.762 acre Central Delhi
plot from being taken over
for the expansion of Dr
Ram Manohar Lohia
(RML) Hospital. In its
September 25 order, the
court noted that the Estate
Officer had passed the
final eviction order even
though Akshara’s chal-
lenge to the proceedings
was pending before the
High Court. The court, cit-
ing the “peculiar circum-
stances” in which the pro-
ceedings had unfolded,
directed that the eviction
order remains in
abeyance. The matter will
be next heard on October
8. The Centre is seeking
the Baba Kharak Singh

Marg land for RML’s
expansion, with the L&DO
describing it as “critically
required” for hospital facil-
ities, including integration
with the proposed CGHS
wing and Super Speciality
Block. For Akshara, how-
ever, the issue is not sim-
ply about shifting a build-
ing to another location. “It
is not just relocation of a
physical structure. It is
much more than that,”
said Anasuya Vaidya,
daughter of the founders
of Akshara and a director
of the theatre. Vaidya said
the theatre has become a
space particularly for
young and emerging
artists, including those
involved in innovative the-
atre and stand-up comedy,
while generations of chil-
dren have attended its
workshops and performed
on its stage. “We have lit-
erally had hundreds or

thousands of students who
have passed through
Akshara, who have
learned from Akshara,”

she said. Among the insti-
tution’s longstanding activ-
ities is its work around the
Ramayana. Vaidya said

children between four and
16 attend its workshops
and that some families
now have a second genera-

tion of children associated
with the theatre after their
parents studied there. The
impact, she said, would

also extend to people
working behind the stage.
Akshara has craftsmen
associated with its wood-

work, stonework and met-
alwork, with Vaidya saying
three generations of some
craftsmen’s families have

worked with the institu-
tion. The theatre’s associa-
tion with the founding
family also spans genera-
tions. Vaidya said she has
been associated with
Akshara since she was 12
and is now 66, while her
children also learnt and
performed there. Akshara
has occupied the plot
under a perpetual lease
since 1984. The L&DO
has said the land is
required for RML’s expan-
sion, including integration
with the proposed CGHS
wing and Super Speciality
Block. Asked whether
Akshara would consider
relocation or another
arrangement if such an
option were offered,
Vaidya said there had
been no such discussion
so far. “There has been no
discussion on relocation,
so I really don’t know what
to say,” she said. “We are a

theatre institution. We
have to be in a place where
audiences can come to us.
We are a public institution.
The public has to be able
to reach us.” The High
Court order followed
Akshara’s challenge to
proceedings under the
Public Premises Act. The
theatre told the court that
it was not permitted to
make oral submissions
before the Estate Officer
on September 22 and 24
and that the matter had
been reserved for orders
on September 24. It said it
learnt the following day
that a final eviction order
had been passed. The
court recorded that the
Estate Officer proceeded
to pass the final order
while the High Court chal-
lenge was pending and
directed that the order
remain in abeyance. The
Union government has

been given a week to file
its reply, followed by three
days for a rejoinder. The
next hearing is set on
October 8. For Akshara,
the immediate concern is
therefore not only
whether the 0.762 acre
plot will eventually be
retained, but whether a
cultural institution built
over five decades can be
reproduced elsewhere.
For the government, the
competing consideration
is the stated requirement
of land for expanding a
major public hospital. The
court is yet to decide the
legal challenge. The larger
question of what specific
infrastructure requires the
Akshara plot and how it
fits into RML’s wider
expansion plan remains
separate from the the-
atre’s account of what
could be lost if it is
required to leave.

Uncertainty over RML Hospital expansion as Delhi
High Court puts L&DO order in abeyance

Ludhiana: A day after
a man and his paramour
were found dead in a
room of Greenland Hotel
in Khanna under myste-
rious circumstances, the
preliminar y investiga-
tion of the police had
found that the man had
shot his paramour dead
and then he died by sui-
cide by shooting himself,
the police have now reg-
istered a murder case
against the deceased
man for killing the
woman. The deceased
were identified as Manjit
Singh from Makhu
Ferozepur and Harpreet
Kaur from Tarn Taran.
According to the police,
both victims, who were
distant relatives, were
married. Harpreet has
two children, while
Manjeet has an eight-
year-old son. During
investigation, the police
recovered the woman’s
phone, which revealed
that she was married to
Tejinder Singh eight
years ago. Harpreet’s
maternal uncle’s daugh-

ter stays in Khanna and
Manjit was her maternal
uncle’s son. He frequent-
ly visited Khanna. Both
were between 25 and 30

years of age. They were
in a relationship. Inside
the hotel room, the
woman’s body was found
on the bed while the
man’s body was found
lying on the floor near
the bed. Police probe
has found that Manjit
owned Eknoor Dhaba at
Libra in Khanna. SSP,
Khanna, Darpan
Ahluwalia, said since the
deceased man had com-

mitted a murder by
killing his paramour, he
was booked on murder
charge. A 9mm unli-
censed weapon was used

in the crime and the
same was also seized by
the police. Now, further
investigation would be
conducted how the man
got the illegal weapon.
She said when the police
scanned CCTV cameras,
besides the deceased, a
man, Bunty, was seen
accompanying them to
the hotel. He convinced
hotel staf f to give room
to them without taking

any identity proof.
Denying rumours that
Bunty had posed himself
as a policeman to pro-
cure a room for them
without submitting any
identity proof, the SSP
said Bunty was a fre-
quent visitor to the
dhaba of Manjit. Hence,
the former dropped the
couple to the hotel in a
Har yana registration
number taxi and left the
spot. Afterwards, there
was no movement seen
outside the room for
around nine hours.
Neither of them called
the reception or request-
ed any ser vice. Hotel
staf f became suspicious
when there was no activ-
ity for so long. They
knocked on the door sev-
eral times but got no

response, After which
they called the police.
The police said the
owner of hotel would
face an FIR for giving
the room to the victims
without taking any iden-
tity proof. The hotel
committed a major viola-
tion and a case would be
registered after procur-
ing orders from the DC,
Ludhiana.

A day after a man and his paramour were found
dead in a room of Greenland Hotel in KhannaNew Delhi: Chandni

Chowk MP Praveen
Khandelwal will organise
daily community falahar
gatherings at his resi-
dence during Navratri,

inviting people from differ-
ent sections of society to
participate in the spiritual
and social events.
Khandelwal said an idol
representing the form of
Goddess Durga wor-
shipped each day would
be ceremonially installed
and worshipped before
the gathering. He said

such initiatives could
make Navratri a broader
platform for social harmo-
ny, cultural awareness and
national unity, beyond its
religious significance.

“Navratri should become a
national movement for
social harmony,”
Khandelwal said, adding
that the festival reflected
the values of self-disci-
pline, service, social cohe-
sion and cultural awaken-
ing. He said community
falahar gatherings could
bring together people

from different back-
grounds and age groups,
providing an opportunity
for interaction and
strengthening social
bonds. Sharing prasad and
falahar, he added, could
reinforce the values of
Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam
and Sarve Bhavantu
Sukhinah. Khandelwal
said he observed a fast
during all nine days of
Navratri every year. Citing
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s observance of
Navratri fasts as an inspi-
ration, he said he would
host the evening gather-
ings throughout the festi-
val. He expressed hope
that similar community
initiatives across the coun-
try would help bridge
social divides and
strengthen cultural con-
sciousness and national
unity.

MP Praveen Khandelwal to host
daily Navratri falahar gatherings

PUBLIC NOTICE
General Public is hereby informed
that my clients Sh. Manoj Kumar and
his wife Smt. Geeta R/o Plot no-84,
Harijan Basti, Palam Village, South
West Delhi-110045 have severed all
their relations with their son Sagar
and his wife Shikha due to their bad
behaviour. My above named clients
have also disowned and debarred
their said son and his wife from all
their movable and immovable prop-
erties. Anybody dealing with them
will do so at their own risk and
responsibilities and my above
named clients will not be responsible
for any act, deed or dealing done by
their son and his wife.

KESHAV BHARDWAJ 
ADVOCATE 

Chamber No. 342 (E) Lawyers
Block, Saket District Court, 

New Delhi 110017

PUBLIC NOTICE
General Public is hereby informed
that my clients Sh. Sadhu Ram and
his wife Smt. Kamla Devi R/o RZ
723/D Puran Nagar, Gali No.1,
Palam Village, South West Delhi-
110045 have severed all their rela-
tions with their grandson Sagar
and his wife Shikha due to their
bad behaviour. My above named
clients have also disowned and
debarred their said grandson and
his wife from all their movable and
immovable properties. Anybody
dealing with them will do so at their
own risk and responsibilities and
my above named clients will not be
responsible for any act, deed or
dealing done by their grandson
and his wife.

KESHAV BHARDWAJ
ADVOCATE 

Chamber No. 342 (E) Lawyers
Block, Saket District Court, 

New Delhi 110017

PUBLIC NOTICE
Be it known to all that my client Sh.
Pradeep Singh S/o Late Tileshwar
Prasad Singh & Baby Singh w/o
Pradeep Singh  both resident of
Plot No.10, Bharat Garden, TA
Block, Hare Krishna Banquet
Uttam Nagar, N.D.-59, severed all
relationship with their Son Ankit
Singh aged 29years unmarried, he
is  most disobedient, unfaithful, dis-
respectful , quarrelsome ,having
threatening attitude &  abusively
behaving, hence disinherited/
debarred from movable and
immovable properties of my client
wherever in India, he shall have no
right, title, interest in my client's
properties , any act, relationship,
friendship, deed & thing done by
him under pretext of son of my
client, my client shall not be
responsible in any manner, whoso-
ever, deals with them, shall do so
at his own risk, my client shall not
be responsible in any manner.. 

Vikram Sehdev 
Advocate, D/604/94 

Ch. No.108, Patiala House,
New Delhi Courts, ND

PUBLIC NOTICE
This is to inform you that Lakhan
Pal (Intending Borrower) intends to
purchase the in respect of Built-up
Property No. B1/25, area measur-
ing 50 Sq. Yards, out of Khasra No.
13/7, Situated in the area of Village
Matiala Delhi State Delhi, colony
known as Sewak Park in Block -B-
1 Extn. Najafgarh Road New
Delhi., from Mrs. Sushmita Dey, He
was owner of the property vide
Reg. General Power of Attorney,
Agreement to Sell & Will dated
13.12.2005 executed by Mr.
Rameshwar Dayal, The property is
free from all encumbrances, liens,
charges, mortgages, and other
third-party claims. The physical
possession of the property is
presently with Mrs. Sushmita Dey.
The proposed purchase of the
aforesaid property is to be financed
by Aditya Birla Housing Finance
Limited, Branch: N-17 2nd floor
Vijya Building Barakhamba Road
Connaught Place New Delhi
If any person(s) objection &
regarding subject property, then
kindly may submit his/her objection
within 7 days from the date of the
Notice in writing. The said objec-
tion may be kindly sent to the
undersigned by way of the
Registered Post on the address
given below and by E-mail. failing
which, the claim as per aforesaid
shall be treated as null and void in
respect of the subject property.

[ASHWANI KUMAR] Advocate
Chamber No. 122,
Tehsil Compound, 

Ghaziabad, U.P.
kumar2021ashwani@gmail.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
Mr. Narendra Kumar (Previous
owner) and Mr. Deepak Bansal
and Mrs. Urmila Bansal current
Owner of the Residential
flat/dwelling unit bearing No. 302,
3rd Floor,  Tower- A-1,  "THE
EXPRESS PARK VIEW APART-
MENT West ", situated at Plot No.
GH-10B , Sector-CHI-V, Greater
Noida, Distt. Gautam Budh Nagar,
U.P Mr. Narendra Kumar (Previous
owner) have lost Original last page
of GPA executed by Mr. Gurpal
Singh in favour of Mrs. Sarabjit
Kaur in sub registrar Barara duly
regd. vide book no 4 , vol no 4/44 ,
page no 39-40 doc no 20 dated
22.09.2015 of said property , for
which complaint lodged to the
police. Therefore, by way of this
Public Notice it is hereby notified
that any person, Attorney and/or
entity, firm/company, society and/or
member of the Society, Bank,
HUF/member of HUF, Financial
Institution having any claim,
charge, interest, or lien whatsoever
with respect to the Said house/plot
or otherwise, may notify to under-
signed only on his rahulkumargup-
ta281401@gmail.com with docu-
mentary proof within 15 days from
the date of this publication of
notice, failing which any such claim
etc. shall be deemed to be null and
void,  whereas title shall be
deemed to be clear, and mar-
ketable without any defect or
encumbrance and free to create
equitable mortgage

RAHUL KUMAR GUPTA
(ADVOCATE) 

Off. 43B, Third Floor, 
Patparganj Village, 

Mayur Vihar, Phase-I,
Delhi-1, M-NO- 7252922875 

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that I,
Bhagat Singh Rawat S/O Sukhdev
Singh Rawat R/O E-1/86,
Madangir, Dr. Ambedkar Nagar,
South Delhi, Delhi-110062 declare
that name of mine has been
wrongly written as Bhagat Singh in
my minor son Vikash Singh rawat
aged 13 years in his School
Records. The actual name of mine
is Bhagat Singh Rawat which may
be amended accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
I, RAMAN KUMAR AGGARWAL
S/O KANSHIRAM AGGARWAL R/O
WZ-A/85 HASTSAL ROAD UTTAM
NAGAR DWARKA DELHI-110059
have changed my name  to  RAMAN
KUMAR  for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I Priti legally wife of Army No.
15202570L, Rank - HAV, Name -
Anil Kumar Dixit, Presently Residing
at Post - Lalpura, Teh - Lahar, Dist.-
Bhind, State  M. P., Pin. 477445,
have changed my name from PRITI
to PREETI DIXIT for all future pur-
poses, Vide affidavit dated
09/10/2026 before Notary Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I Umesh Sen S/o Vishnu Shanker
Sen R/o Elite 1402 Mapsko Royale
Ville, Sector 82, Gurgaon-122004
have changed my minor daughter's
name from Kenisha to Kenisha Sen
for all future purposes.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Information is given to general
public at large that our client Mr.
Ashok Kumar S/o Mr. Bhore Lal is
the owner of Freehold Residential
Left Side Portion of Third Floor,
without roof rights, Built-on Portion
of Property No. 201, area measur-
ing 50 Sq. Yds., situated at Gali
No. 9, Than Singh Nagar, Anand
Parbat, in the area of Village
Sadhora Khurd, Delhi. by virtue of
Notarized GPA, Notarized ATS &
Regd. Will (Vide Doc. No. 3186)
dated 02.05.2023., now our client
is declaring that that any other per-
son does not have any right over
the said property, and same prop-
erty sold to be Mr. Ravishankar
Panday and same has been
financed by SMFG India Home
Finance Company Limited Branch:
Moti Nagar New Delhi. 
If any person(s) have any objec-
tion(s) or claim(s) with respect to
the` right, title or interest in the
Said Property then contact us with-
in 15 days from the date of
Publication of this notice and or the
same to the undersigned if found
by anyone. Thereafter no claim
shall be entertained

[NAVEEN KUMAR VERMA] 
Advocate

F-211, Sector-3,
Vaishali, Ghaziabad,

Uttar Pradesh-201010
(Contact at 09958871432)

NAME CHANGE
I JAVED ALAM S/O ABDUL SATTAR
R/O D-43 GALI NO- 1 NOOR E ILAHI
COLONY NORTH GONDA SEE-
LAMPUR NORTH EAST DELHI-
110053 HAVE CHANGED MY NAME
TO MOHD JAVED.

NAME CHANGE
I BIKRAMJEET SINGH GULATI
S/o Upjeet Singh Gulati R/o House
No. 107, Dhudial Appartments,
Pitam Pura, North West Delhi,
Delhi- 110034, have changed my
name to BIKRAMJEET SINGH for
all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, hitherto known as SUMIYA D/O
SUBHAN R/o 79, GALI NEEM WALI,
CHHATTA LAL MIAN, DARYA GANJ,
DELHI-110002 have changed my
name and shall hereafter be known
as SUMAIYA. It is certified that I have
complied with other legal require-
ments in this connection.

NAME CHANGE
I, Ahmed Faraz S/O Asif Usmani R/O
House No-2177 Street Ramji Dass
Pahari Bhojla Turkman Gate Delhi-
110006 Have Changed My Name To
Ahmed Faraz Usmani Permanentlty

NAME CHANGE
I,RAMESH KAUSHIK S/o Murari
Lal R/o C-17, Shyam Vihar Phase-
1, Dindarpur, Delhi-110043 have
changed my name to RAMESH
CHAND permanently.

NAME CHANGE
I, ATEEQ AHMAD S/O MOHD UMAR
R/O E-18, NIZAMUDDIN WEST,
DELHI-110013 have changed my
minor son name from MOHAMMAD
UMAR AHMAD to MOHAMMAD
UMAR for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, BAREERA D/O NADEEM
HUSAIN resident of H NO-3536,
KATRA BABAR BE, LAL KUAN,
DELHI-110006 have changed my
name to BAREERA NADEEM
HUSAIN for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, hitherto known as Indresh W/O
Nareshpal, R/O  Rasoolpur Bahlolpur,
Ghaziabad, Uttar Pradesh - 245201,
have changed my name and shall here-
after be known as INDRESH DEVI.

NAME CHANGE
I, GEETA SHARMA D/O OF
JAGDISH CHANDRA R/O D-531
SECOND FLOOR BLOCK D WEST
VINOD NAGAR, ANAND VIHAR
EAST DELHI - 110092 HEREBY
DECLARE THAT I HAVE CHANGED
MY NAME TO GEETA KABDAL FOR
ALL FUTURE PURPOSES.

NAME CHANGE
I, Prigya Jain, W/O Sumit Mittal, R/O
M-906, Suncity Heights, Sector-36 A,
Rohtak, Haryana- 124001 have
changed my name to Pragya Mittal
for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, AQIB ANSARI S/O MOHD ANWAR,
R/O - H.NO. C-1, GALI NO. - 09, NEW
GOVINDPURA, KRISHNA NAGAR,
P.O KRISHNANAGAR, EAST DELHI,
DELHI - 110051, HEREBY DECLARE
THAT I HAVE CHANGED MY NAME
TO MOHD. AQIB FOR ALL FUTURE
PURPOSES.

NAME CHANGE
I, ANITA KAUSHAL W/O R D
KAUSHAL R/O B-149/TF B-
BLOCK JHILMIL COLONY EAST
DELHI 110095, CHANGED MY
NAME TO PREETI KAUSHAL.

NAME CHANGE
I SUNIL TYAGI S/O NARESH
KUMAR TYAGI R/O  B-69, UPPER
GROUND FLOOR KIRAN GARDEN
UTTAM NAGAR DELHI-110059
have changed my name to SUNIL
KUMAR TYAGI Permanently for all
future Purposes

NAME CHANGE
I RAJESH KUMAR KAPAHI S/0
PARSHOTAM DASS KAPAHI R/0 F-
55 3RD FLOOR NARAINA VIHAR
NEW DELHI 110028 CHANGED MY
NAME TO RAJESH KAPAHI

NAME CHANGE
I, NITESH RUHILLA S/O MUKESH
KUMAR R/O H NO-777-E, GALI
NO-3, LOHIYA MARG, BABARPUR
SHAHDARA, DELHI-110032 have
changed my name to NITESH
RUHELLA for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, Jeet Yadav, S/o Hira Lal, R/o B-366,
Rithala Road, Badli Village, Delhi –
110042, have changed my name
from Jeet Yadav to Jit Ram and shall
hereafter be known as Jit Ram.

NAME AND DATE OF
BIRTH CHANGE

I, No-16118826N Rank-HAV Name-
ANKIT KUMAR residing at VILL-
HANNIHA, PO-KULGAON, DIST-
KANPUR NAGAR, UTTAR
PRADESH-208001, have changed
my father’s name from RAMPAL
VARMA to RAM PAL for all future pur-
poses and in my service records my
father’s date of birth wrongly men-
tioned as 19/12/1955 instead of his
correct date of birth as 01/01/1955
vide Affidavit dated 09/10/2026 before
Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME AND DATE OF
BIRTH CHANGE

I, M SARITA wife of No. 10359688L,
Rank-NK, Name-R KUMAR
presently residing at 2/311,I, VPO-
PUDUPETTAI, NEAR SANDHAI,
DIST-TIRUPATTUR, TAMIL NADU-
635651, have changed my name
from M SARITA to SARITHA
KUMAR for all future purposes, in
my husband’s service record my
date of birth wrongly mentioned as
01/06/1980  instead of my correct
date of birth as 26/04/1981 Vide
Affidavit dated 09/10/2026 before
Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I KISHOREE DEVI legally mother
of Army No. 15202570L, Rank -
HAV, Name - ANIL KUMAR DIXIT,
Presently Residing at Post -
Lalpura, Teh - Lahar, Dist.- Bhind,
State  M. P., Pin. 477445, have
changed my name from
KISHOREE DEVI to KISHORI
DEVI for all future purposes and in
my son's service records my date
of birth wrongly mentioned as
01/07/1963 instead of his correct
date of birth as 01/01/1963 vide
Affidavit dated 09/10/2026 before
Notary Public, Delhi.NAME CHANGE

It is for general information that I,
DHARAM SINGH S/O TILAK RAM,
aged 76 years R/O HOUSE NO. 152,
BAMNOLI VILLAGE, SOUTH WEST
DELHI, DELHI -110077, declare that
name of mine and my father has been
wrongly written as OM PRAKASH
and TILAK RAJ in my Land Revenue
Record.The actual name of mine and
my father is DHARAM SINGH and
TILAK RAM respectively, which may
be amended accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
I,DHEERAJ SOLANKI S/O VINOD
SOLANKI R/O WZ-57 C,PALAM VIL-
LAGE,SOUTH WEST DELHI,DELHI-
110045,HAVE CHANGED MY
MINOR DAUGHTER NAME FROM
TANYA TO TANYA SOLANKI FOR
ALL FUTURE PURPOSES
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A prison riot in Sinaloa left nine inmates and a visitor dead, with 16 prisoners injured. The violence came

as another prison in Ciudad Victoria saw a deadly shootout that renewed scrutiny of chronic jail failures.

India mocks Pak's Shehbaz Sharif regime
as 'Form 47 govt'. What does it mean?

10 dead, 16 injured as prison riot rocks
Mexico for second time in a week

JD Vance calls H-1B visa hires indentured servants, accuses IT giants of abuse
After the Trump administration suspended Microsoft and several other IT firms from a key green
card programme, US Vice President JD Vance accused these companies of abusing the H-1B visa

system, terming foreign workers brought in by them "indentured servants".

Pakistan: The term 'Form 47 government' has been frequently used by Imran Khan's party
to accuse the Shehbaz Sharif regime of manipulating the 2024 Pakistan election results.

India used it to take a swipe at Pakistan at the UNGA.

Kashmiri filmmaker freed after 2 weeks in ICE custody, had sought asylum in US

What's next for Infosys,
TCS, Wipro's Indian

talent? US Green Card
freeze impact explained

The US has suspended major Indian

IT firms and other tech companies

from the PERM programme. The

biggest fallout from the suspension

of the Green Card programme may

not be felt immediately. Here is all

you need to know.

Raja Krishnamoorthi
honours pilot Smit
Machchhar for saving
172 on Flydubai

Jayapal slams
Trump move sus-
pending Microsoft
green card route

Kashmiri filmmaker Arfat

Sheikh was released on

bond after two weeks in ICE

detention. He went to the

US on a student visa before

applying for asylum in

2020.
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For many who had been there since the afternoon, the absence of “Nanaji” was deeply felt. The loss was equally profound for

his colleagues, friends, farmers he had supported and fans who had admired him for decades.

Missing from Maharashtra’s draft voter roll? What to do by October 12

A voice for farmers, a mentor to many, Nana Patekar

leaves a remarkable legacy

Put on notice for 2,000 single-teacher schools,Gujarat
officials reply:‘Don’t have power to transfer’

In the notice issued to District Primary Education Officers
and Administrative Officers, the department accused

them of "administrative failure, laziness and dereliction of
duty" and warned of disciplinary action

Programme comes months
after party suffered setbacks

in Narmada, Bharuch and
Chhota Udepur districts in the

local body polls

Polling stations hold special camps this

weekend, and BLOs are going door to door.

Here's who can apply, where to apply, and

what to do if you've received a verification

notice.

Women’s safety in focus
as CJP stages ‘Chappal
protest’ in Bengaluru

Karnataka’s tiger
count nears 700, up
from 563

Four held for
duping Bengaluru
university of Rs
1.4cr
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Court. The court also refused to pass any ex parte Congress leader Rahul Gandhi became the face of the 
order against Kumar, instead issuing notices to him, opposition’s protest in Delhi on Tuesday against Chief 
the ECI and the law ministry to file their affidavits Election Commissioner Gyanesh Kumar and his 
before the next hearing on October 27. It further controversial special intensive revision (SIR) of 
sought the file notings on all SIR-related orders to electoral rolls. Climbing atop multi-layer steel 
verify whether they were unanimous. If any decision barricades and waving the tricolour, he personified the 
was taken unilaterally, the court assured it would national political resistance against SIR, having 
annul it.consistently attacked the poll body for years over what 

he called ‘vote theft’ under Kumar’s watch as CEC. The file notings could possibly unravel differences of 
Rahul then slipped out of the police cordon and entered opinion within the ECI on critical SIR-related 
the premises of Akashvani Bhavan, adjacent to the matters and how they were reconciled, if the poll 
Election Commission of India’s office, along with body’s claim that all final decisions were taken by 
sister Priyanka and others. They were later briefly consensus is anything to go by. Chances are they 
detained. However, there was no untoward event, would also reveal the “naraz fufa” (disgruntled 
unlike the pitched battles and police firing during the uncle) who allegedly leaked the rumblings within the 
campaign against the NEET-UG paper leak a few ECI to the media. Kumar can only blame himself for 
months ago.The mass mobilisation came a day after the the perception of arrogance in his dealings with the 

the other two election commissioners, Sukhbir Singh Supreme Court denied having allowed the ECI to opposition so far. Files ought to show whether or not 
Sandhu and Vivek Joshi, reportedly objected to it. modify the statutory Form 6, the document used for voter he gave equal respect to his fellow election 
However, the ECI later claimed the declaration was part enrolment, in its May 27 judgement on Bihar’s SIR. A commissioners. Let the relevant official records speak for 
of the Bihar SIR, which had been upheld by the Supreme declaration attached to Form 6 became contentious after themselves. That’s worth waiting for.

West Asia again tests limits 
of military power

Students need to challenge stasis

Let due process reveal if key ECI calls were taken by consensus

On September 30, the last American troops 
assigned to the mission against Islamic State left 
Iraq—23 years after the invasion. Baghdad 
celebrated, but the harder question remains: can the 
State disarm militias on its own soil?
Across West Asia, the same gap between military 
power and political authority persists. Israel holds 
most of Gaza but has not ended Hamas. 
Washington has choked Iran’s oil exports but 
cannot force a deal. Riyadh can bomb Yemen but 
has not broken the Houthis’ hold on Bab al-
Mandeb. The thesis is simple: force wins battles, 
not political settlements.
The withdrawal followed a timetable negotiated 
before the current war with Iran. After departing in 
2011, American forces returned in 2014 to fight 
Islamic State. The latest exit allows Iran-aligned 
factions to claim victory. But Iranian dominance is 
hardly assured—Iraq’s competing interests and 
nationalism matter. Even so, the test is whether 
Baghdad can bring armed factions under effective 
State authority by its revised June 2027 deadline.
That task goes beyond collecting weapons. Some 
factions are embedded within publicly-funded 
security insti tutions while maintaining 
independent command structures and economic 
interests. Kurdish concerns about lost air defences 
and surviving Islamic State cells compound the 
risks. At the same time, Iraq’s dependence on 
Iranian gas and on dollar access via its central 
bank’s New York Federal Reserve account 
preserves the leverage of both Tehran and 
Washington.The Iran war makes this transition 
hazardous. US-Israeli attacks began on February 
28, killing Iran’s supreme leader and damaging its 
military capabilities. April’s ceasefire ended 40 
days of full-scale fighting, but diplomacy failed to 
secure a durable settlement. Meanwhile, Tehran’s 
Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps-backed 
system has survived, despite sanctions and a US 
maritime blockade. Its capacity to threaten 
n e i g h b o u r i n g  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  r e m a i n s  
significant.Tehran’s internal divisions now 
complicate negotiations, while reports of a third 
American carrier group heading towards the region 
and Iran’s preparations for renewed fighting 
underscore the risk. Neither diplomacy nor military 
pressure has secured an exit yet.
At Hormuz, more oil is flowing. American 
protection along routes through Omani waters, 
alternative pipelines and ship-to-ship transfers 
have helped exports recover. Yet attacks persist, 
refined-product flows remain weak, and gas 
shipments lag well below normal levels. Restored 
volumes do not signal restored security. For that 
reason, the G7’s planned release of 100 million 
barrels from emergency stocks may cushion prices, 
but it cannot resolve the insecurity that keeps 
freight and insurance costs high.At the other end of 
the Arabian peninsula, Houthi advances along 
Yemen’s Red Sea coast have strengthened their 
leverage around Bab al-Mandeb. Their gains are 
both territorial in Yemen and strategic against 
Saudi Arabia. Coastal control lets them threaten the 
waterway’s southern approaches; it does not confer 
sovereignty over the strait or indicate that all 
shipping has stopped.
The geography leaves Riyadh exposed. Its East-
West pipeline bypasses Hormuz by carrying crude 
to Yanbu, but tankers sailing from there towards 
Asia still have to navigate the Bab al-Mandeb. 
Moreover, the pipeline’s disruption by drones 
launched from Iraqi territory illustrates how the 
fronts overlap. An alternative route offers limited 
reassurance, as its infrastructure and exit remain 
vulnerable.For Crown Prince Mohammed bin 
Salman,  this  threatens the confidence 
underpinning Vision 2030. Investment and tourism 
require stability;

The world is speaking up against the illegality of  Israeli actions after 2023 Hamas attack

contradiction especially visible as a student may spend There is something deeply unsettling about the state of Seen this way, the apparently separate grievances of 
years preparing for a competitive exam only to confront a education in India today. What we are witnessing on the students begin to acquire a common thread. The demand 
leaked paper, a postponed test, a cancelled result or a streets and within educational institutions across the for a fair examination, a timely recruitment process, 
recruitment process that seems to have no predictable country are not isolated disturbances; they are symptoms affordable education or a dignified campus experience is 
end. When this happens, the student is not merely facing of an anxiety that can no longer be ignored. also a demand for institutional credibility.And this is 
an administrative inconvenience. Something more where Pedagogy of Hope becomes essential because, for Never before have so many young people entered 

fundamental is shaken within them and that is the belief Freire, hope is not passive optimism but the conviction universities, competed in examinations, accumulated 

that effort will be met with fairness. that history remains unfinished, that the present is not degrees and been asked to dream of a better future. Yet 

destiny. Hope begins when people understand that This helps explain the intensity of student anxiety across beneath this unprecedented expansion lies a growing 

institutions and social arrangements made by human the country. We often describe it as an individual unease. Students worry that a flawed or manipulated 

beings can also be changed by human beings.psychological problem, as pressure, stress or fear of exam can alter their lives overnight; that recruitment 
processes may remain uncertain for years; that This is precisely what education should cultivate, yet 
the cost of education and living will keep rising; much of our educational culture teaches the opposite 
and that, even after doing everything society has lesson. Students are encouraged to secure a degree, 
asked of them, there may be no place waiting for clear the exam, obtain employment and move ahead. 
them.This is why Paulo Freire feels remarkably The emphasis is overwhelmingly on adaptation: 
contemporary. Reading Pedagogy of the learn the rules, perform well, compete successfully. 
Oppressed alongside Pedagogy of Hope offers us There is nothing wrong with preparing young people 
more than a critique of education. It gives us a for employment. However, the problem begins when 
language to understand the unease of India’s employability becomes the sole purpose of 
students and, perhaps, to recognise that what education.A democratic university must also teach 
appears as student unrest may also be a deeper students to ask why the rules exist, whom they serve 
crisis of an educational system that has expanded and whether they can be improved. It must make 
access without necessarily expanding agency, room for disagreement without treating 
dignity and hope.Freire begins with a disagreement as disorder and it must allow students 
deceptively simple proposition that education is to discover that questioning an institution can 
never only about knowledge, it also shapes how sometimes be a way of strengthening it.
we understand ourselves and the world around This also changes how we should thin about the 

failure. But some of that anxiety is institutional, as it is 
us. It tells us whose knowledge counts, which questions anxiety of India’s students. Their restlessness may not 

produced by uncertainty in the systems on which young 
are legitimate and what kinds of authority should go simply be a failure of resilience. It may reflect an acute 

people have been asked to build their lives.
unquestioned. His famous critique of the “banking model awareness of the distance between the promises made to 

Consider the message conveyed by repeated disruptions in 
of education” is more profound than a criticism of dull them and the opportunities actually available.We tell 

exams and recruitment. Students are told to work harder 
classrooms. In this model, the teacher deposits young people that education will transform their lives. 

and compete better, as though success depends entirely 
knowledge and the student receives it. The student learns They are therefore entitled to ask whether the institutions 

on individual effort. Yet no amount of preparation can 
to reproduce rather than interrogate, to remember rather entrusted with that education are worthy of their trust. A 

compensate for a cancelled exam, an unavailable vacancy 
than investigate, to answer rather than ask. student who questions a recruitment delay is not 

or an arbitrary institutional decision. The individual is 
The danger is not simply that such an education produces necessarily being disruptive. One who challenges 

made responsible for outcomes that are, in significant 
unimaginative students but it can also make the existing discrimination is not necessarily being divisive. And one 

measure, systemic.Freire helps us see why this matters. 
social order appear natural. If knowledge always comes who demands accountability from a university is not 

Domination does not always arrive in dramatic form 
from above, perhaps authority does too. If the student’s necessarily hostile to the institution or to the rule of law. 

because it can be embedded in procedures that appear 
role is to receive, perhaps the citizen’s role is also to obey More often than not, dissent is simply the first language of 

neutral and in arrangements that are described as simply 
and this has particular resonance in India, where citizenship.Freire’s lasting contribution is to remind us 

“the way things are”. The most powerful hierarchy may 
education is simultaneously an instrument of that learning can serve two very different purposes. It can 

be the one nobody is encouraged to question. That is why 
emancipation and a mechanism through which teach people to adjust themselves to an existing reality, or 

student protest deserves to be understood differently.
inequalities can be reproduced.For crores of young it can give them the intellectual and moral resources to 

When students protest exam irregularities, recruitment 
Indians, education remains the most credible route out of question and transform it. At this juncture, can we really 

delays, unaffordable accommodation or discrimination, 
inherited disadvantage. But the quality of schooling, deny that India needs the latter?

their anger is often dismissed as impatience or political 
access to technology, command over English, coaching Our students do not need institutions that merely prepare 

provocation. But what if the protest is itself a demand for 
opportunities, university networks and even the ability to them to survive the world as it is. They need the 

education to honour its promise?A university cannot ask 
remain in education for longer are distributed unequally. intellectual freedom to imagine a fairer and more just 

young people to trust institutions while giving them 
The promise of merit therefore often hides very unequal world, and the confidence and capacity to participate in 

repeated reasons not to. Nor can it tell students that merit 
starting points and the dominant section of the society creating it. That is learning against the status quo and that 

is the great equaliser while ignoring the unequal 
prefers to ignore it.The exam system makes this is what makes a democracy worthy of its citizens.

conditions under which merit is produced and judged.

frayed.A Bill in the US Senate requiring the President to THE third anniversary of the October 7, 2023, massacre 
report to Congress on increasing violence in the occupied in Israel comes at an unusual time. Opposition parties are 
West Bank was narrowly defeated (51-47) on September asking Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu to respond to 
29, with as many as 46 out of 47 Democrats voting in allegations that Egypt and the UAE had warned him 
favour of the proposed legislation. The politicians are about an imminent attack by Hamas just days before it 
listening to their voters. A Pew opinion poll in July happened. His refusal to allow an independent State 
revealed that 60% of American adults have an Commission of Inquiry has only fuelled speculation 
unfavourable view of Israel, with those under 30 about what he knew about the attack and when he knew 
expressing a more favourable view of the Palestinian about it.

With the Israeli elections coming up on October 27, the people (58%) than of the Israelis (32%). Among young 
near-tragedy of the flydubai flight to Tel Aviv last week Democrats, the gap is even starker — 72% favour 
has also been thrown into the political scrum. The Palestinians and just 26% prefer Israelis.

Clearly, the world is watching, and beginning to speak up Opposition in Israel is calling the episode an intelligence 
loud and clear against the manifest illegality of Israeli failure, even as Netanyahu is co-opting the undoubted 
actions. The recently concluded 81st session of the UN valour of Capt Smit Machchhar to present himself as the 
General Assembly saw France, the UK, Italy, Denmark, resolute leader in the face of a 9/11-type suicide 
Spain, Ireland and half a dozen other European countries mission.For Netanyahu, the forthcoming elections are 
condemn the expansion of illegal settlements and more than a matter of political survival. They are also his 
threaten trade restrictions and other sanctions against “stay out of jail” card as he faces criminal charges of 
products and services emanating from these settlements. bribery, fraud and breach of trust in Israeli courts and an 

that he has instructed the Israeli Defence Forces to expand extremist Jewish settlers against Palestinians in the 
These countries have traditionally been some of Israel’s arrest warrant for war crimes issued by the International 

this newly occupied zone from 60% of Gaza to 70%. occupied West Bank with much the same objective have 
staunchest allies, rather than the Asian or African states Criminal Court. Opinion polls predict a close race. In a 

Even before October 7, 2023, the two million inhabitants become the latest flashpoint. The intent behind the tenders 
that could be airily dismissed as the usual suspects.development that reminds us of events closer to home, 

of Gaza lived in one of the most crowded places on earth, for the controversial E1 settlement envisaging 1,200 
India, historically one of the most vocal supporters of the Israel’s Supreme Court announced a unanimous verdict 

barely 41 km long and 6-12 km wide. It was called the Jewish homes in its first phase is clear. Finance Minister 
legitimate rights of the Palestinian people, has been on October 2, overturning a decision of the Central 

world’s largest open-air prison because land, air and sea Bezalel Smotrich says E1 will eventually take the Jewish 
largely missing in action, even though we continue to Elections Committee to disqualify two Arab-majority 

access were controlled by Israel. And now, the same settler population in the West Bank to one million and 
provide financial, medical and technical aid to the parties from running in the elections.October 7 also 

population has been squeezed into ramshackle tents on a definitively “bury the idea of a Palestinian state.”
Palestinian Authority in Ramallah. Our expanding reminds us that it is almost a year since US President 

narrow coastal strip without access to sanitation, Much of this is happening in plain sight. And the ripples 
defence and intelligence partnership with Israel is, of Donald Trump announced the Gaza Peace Agreement in 

healthcare or education. Google Maps contrasting the are now being felt in faraway Washington DC. For 
course, a vital part of our national security architecture; Sharm el-Sheikh on October 25, 2025. It secured the 

period before and after October 7 are a stark reminder of decades, strong bipartisan support in Congress had given 
our categorical denunciation of the 2023 Hamas terror release of all Israeli hostages but has failed to alleviate the 

the destruction wrought in Gaza by Israel’s genocidal Israel a unique diplomatic cover that even allowed 
attack was the right thing to do. But speaking up against plight of the Palestinians, who continue to face near-daily 

campaign. The aim, articulated frequently by several Netanyahu to defy the wishes of an incumbent US 
the horrors in Gaza and the occupied West Bank and attacks despite the supposed ceasefire. Israel has taken 

Israeli leaders, is to “encourage the voluntary departure of President and make his case against Iran directly to a joint 
calling out the illegality of the attack on Iran is also the effective control of the fertile eastern part of Gaza through 

Palestinians.”Meanwhile, the pogroms being launched by session of Congress. That bipartisan support has clearly 
right thing to do.its ‘Yellow Line’ buffer zone, with Netanyahu boasting 

Three years on, Israel has less leeway

The Supreme Court has, for now, refused to pass any ex parte order against Kumar, instead issuing 

notices to him, the ECI and the law ministry to file their affidavits before the next hearing on October 27
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Key decisions made during the meeting also included creation of a centralised web por-
tal to capture “student location and accommodation data”.

Delhi government to survey over 680
properties allotted to Partition-era evacuee

Portal to be launched, sub-committee
formed to monitor, regulate PGs in Delhi

58 meetings in 2 months: Inside Nilekani panel’s push to reform exams
Over 50,000 suggestions received from
various stakeholders, say officials; final
report to be submitted by month-end

Hazra Bibi, 56, was trapped
under the debris while

attempting to rescue people
as the four-storey building

collapsed in Seemapuri; her
body was recovered on

Thursday

A report will be submitted to the Centre which will decide on fate of these holdings

Delhi building collapse: Woman dies trying to save others, three-year-old survivor searches for mother

Delhi Traffic Police issues
13.35 lakh challans for

unauthorised parking, L-G
calls for joint action

Delhi teen rents
Audi through app
for birthday party,
kills pedestrian in
crash

DPCC: Yamuna
water quality
deteriorated at 3
locations in
September

The 17-year-old rented an Audi through an

app for the night to go to a friend’s birth-

day party. While returning home, the teen

allegedly lost control of the vehicle and hit

two parked cars on the roadside, before

ramming into the pedestrian," said an offi-

cer.

The Biological Oxygen Demand
(BOD) levels remained high

and well beyond the permissi-
ble limit for September.

Taranjit Singh Sandhu directed

agencies to intensify enforcement

from October 15 to December 15

and explore FASTag, real-time park-

ing slot tracking and automated

ticketing to curb illegal parking.
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Pat Cummins says Usman Khawaja is free to tell his story and is unfazed about the prospect of having new sand-

paper gate revelations coming to light in the former Australia opener's autobiography.

NZ vs IND: New Zealand hit by double injury blow ahead of India T20I series

Tell your story: Pat Cummins unfazed by

Sandpaper gate revelations in Khawaja's book

IND vs WI,2nd T20I: Ishan Kishan returns home
with Ranchi ready for a spectacle

IND vs WI 2nd T20I Preview: Ishan
Kishan's Ranchi homecoming adds

intrigue to the second T20I as India look
to extend their lead against West Indies,

who must find answers to India's spin
attack and overcome challenging dew

and weather conditions.

Australia return to South Africa for the

first time since the 2018

Sandpapergate scandal, with the top

two WTC sides set for a high-stakes

three-Test series. South Africa will

begin their homecoming as world

champions, while Australia eye

redemption after their defeat in last

year's WTC final.

New Zealand will begin the India T20I series without Mark Chapman and Zak Foulkes after the duo
suffered injuries. New Zealand have brought in replacements, Blair Tickner and Josh Clarkson.

8 years on from Sandpapergate, Australia chase redemption in South Africa Tests

Hockey India elections
set for December 5

amid in-fighting, row
over state polls

CM Vijay announces
Dream Olympics 2036
scheme as Tamil Nadu
set for sports facelift

Chief selector Ajit
Agarkar's report
card: Was the
present unkind to
him?
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The market also benefited from consolidation across infrastructure, financial services and
healthcare and strengthening outbound deals, which reached its highest first-nine-month

total since 2010, said Elaine Tan, senior manager at LSEG Deals Intelligence

Sensex, Nifty open higher after sharp sell-off; IT stocks lead gains, TCS jumps 3%

Deal street grosses up $110.3 billion in first 9 months of 2026

EPF TDS exemption gets a new form:
What changes from tax year 2026-27

If you are planning to withdraw your EPF
money, there is a tax-related change

you should know about. The new rules for
claiming TDS exemption will take effect

from tax year 2026-27.

A state finance minister said some states
were opposed to imposing GST on MDR on

UPI transactions and wanted the rate
reduced from the current 18% to 5%

The BSE Sensex rose 449.84 points, or 0.63%, to 72,043.08 at 9:32 am. The Nifty 50 gained 150.95 points, or

0.68%, to 22,382.75 at 9:33 am. It opened at 22,314.95 and hit an early high of 22,388.70.

No MDR-related discussion in GST Council; states flag concerns

Rupee rises 23 paise to
96.65 against US dollar in

early trade

TCS adds 4,458
employees in Q2,
on boards 10,000
freshers

Delhi Metro to
restrict entry, exit
at 57 stations from
9 pm Check details

Railways cancels all
Delhi-bound mail,
express trains
reaching NDLS, NZM
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Skiing in India

The city of Shillong is often considered to be a 
place where nature is in its primal beauty; 
where clouds and the sun express their own 
camaraderie through a vivid interlay of 
sunshine and shadow; where the colonial 
remnants meet the upsurge of modern day 
influence and where music runs through the 
veins of everyone you come across. So 
naturally, there is a lot to see in Shillong, 
which is, by the way, true to the core; but to tag 
the city as merely a 'places to visit paradise' 
would be sheer injustice to the lesser known 
opportunities for action and adventure. 
Things to do in Shillong can be turned into a 
full-fledged vacation idea rather than just a 
part of the itinerary.

Embark on a musical journey in the city often 
referred to as India's Rock Capital and a 
watchful stroll along the narrow alleys is a 
good start to have. Extend your sojourn and see 
names like Lou Majaw, Afflatus and Soulmate 
in their own territory. For the ones who like 
things ready-on-a-platter, we suggest you visit 
Shillong during any music concert. Once your 
thirst for melody is quenched, time for some 
water rappelling at the Elephant Falls; golfer or 
non golfer, Shillong Golf Course is one place 
you would not want to miss out on; take a 
leisurely stroll along the Wards Lake and 
indulge in water activities like boating, skiing 
and rowing at the Umiam Lake.

Take a stroll around 
Wards Lake
Located in the midst of the colonial era 
Shillong, Wards Lake is a popular hangout 
place for the tourists and locals alike. 
Unlike the Umiam Lake, this one is more 
planned and all the facilities have been 
provided keeping in mind requirements of 
the leisure traveller. The entire area is 
adorned with flower beds, beautiful trees, 
lovely high lands and a bridge. Seekers of 
tranquility will have their share of personal 
space amid a growing city; nature lovers 
can admire the man-made corner for the 
greens and photography enthusiasts will 
not mind spending some time in Wards 
Lake. Extend your walk towards the 
northeast direction of the lake and after 
about 15 minutes you will arrive at the 
Shillong Golf Course which with all its 
greenery and pine trees!

Boating at Umiam Lake
Located in the midst of the colonial era 
Shillong, Wards Lake is a popular hangout 
place for the tourists and locals alike. 
Unlike the Umiam Lake, this one is more 
planned and all the facilities have been 
provided keeping in mind requirements of 
the leisure traveller. The entire area is 
adorned with flower beds, beautiful trees, 
lovely high lands and a bridge. Seekers of 
tranquility will have their share of personal 
space amid a growing city; nature lovers 
can admire the man-made corner for the 
greens and photography enthusiasts will 
not mind spending some time in Wards 
Lake. Extend your walk towards the 
northeast direction of the lake and after 
about 15 minutes you will arrive at the 
Shillong Golf Course which with all its 
greenery and pine trees!

Golfing in Shillong Golf 
Course
Courtesy its past as the British capital 
of the then undivided Assam, Shillong 
has the imprints of the days bygone; 
Shillong Golf Course is one of them. 
But it will be sheer injustice to the 
magnanimous entity if we box it up 
only as a colonial remnant and a place 
for the professional players to test 
their skills. The 18-hole course is a 
green paradise with grass spread 
across like carpet with trees standing 
like watchful protectors. The lush 
green hills that form the backdrop of 

Travel

With the increasing popularity of winter 
sports, there are plenty of destinations 
offering skiing in India, along with snow 
boarding and trekking. Come winter and the 
picturesque Himalayas turn into a white 
wonderland. Carpeted in layers of fresh snow, 
they have some of the highest ski slopes in the 
world. Equipped with good accommodation, 
training centres and instructors, these ski 
towns in Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand 
Kashmir are ideal for an adventurous 
getaway. From the magnificent high-altitude 
snowy landscapes of Gulmarg to the more 
gentle slopes around Narkanda and Solang 
Valley, there are a range of options to choose 
from

Kufri
If you're visiting Kufri during the winter, it's 
the best time for a spot of skiing. For 

beginners, there are several gentle slopes to 
ease into things, while the pros can flaunt their 
skills down the slope from Mahasu. The 
government offers a number of ski courses 
ranging from a day to several days—ski 
equipment is available for hire as well—where 
experienced instructors teach you the ropes. A 
relatively new winter sport, tobogganing has 
recently gained popularity in Kufri, and is a 
favourite with tourists who want to enjoy 
sliding down the slopes without too much 
skill..

Solang Valley
Around 13 kilometres away from Manali, this 
pretty valley is a popular spot for adventure 
sports, especially skiing. Situated between 
Solang village and Beas Kund, it offers 
panoramic views of the surrounding snow-
capped mountains and glaciers. In summer, it 

has facilities for paragliding, zorbing, mountain 
biking and horse riding. In winter, especially 
between January and March, it is used for 
skiing, snowboarding and sledging. It also hosts 
a winter skiing festival. The Directorate of 
Mountaineering & Allied Sports in Manali also 
organises basic, advance and intermediate level 
courses in skiing. For the less-adventurous, 
there are also plenty of walking trails all around. 

Gulmarg
If you're looking for a destination which is as 
breathtakingly beautiful as it is adventurous, 
then look no further than Kashmir. The Kashmir 
valley is considered heaven on earth, and when 
it's blanketed in snow, it exudes a charm few 
other places do. The tiny and isolated hill village 
of Gulmarg is situated at the western extremity 
of the Himalayas in a subsidiary range called the 
Pir Panjals. Lying about 50 kilometres from 
Srinagar, it can be easily accessed by tourist 
buses, taxis and even by air. Owing to its 
location, Gulmarg gets some of the heaviest 
snowfalls in the Himalayas and has earned the 
distinction of being the best ski resort in the 
country. So once you've feasted your eyes on all 
the beauty, immerse yourself in some activity by 
hitting the slopes. 
Catering to both beginners and pros, skiing here 
can be one of the most powerful experiences. 
For the more mild adventure enthusiasts, there's 
the option of sledging, cable-car rides and snow 
boarding. Ski season starts mid December and 
lasts till the beginning of April. As for 
accommodation, there are various options. 
From state-owned huts and cottages, and 
beautifully appointed mid-range hotels like 
Nedous Hotel, to luxury accommodation at 
Hotel Highlands Park, there's something to suit 
every budget.
In addition, Gulmarg offers several other sites of 
interest for tourists. It has the highest golf course 
in the world, the frozen Alpine lake of Alpather, 
the Baba Reshi shrine and the Gulmarg 
Biosphere Reserves.

Auli
A picturesque destination located in the 
Chamoli district of Uttarakhand, Auli is 
another well-known skiing destination in the 
country. Visit during the months of January to 
March when temperatures plummet to -4 
degrees, and ski enthusiasts gravitate to 
indulge in the winter sports. You can get a 
flight till Dehradun, which is the state capital 
and closest airport, and proceed by road which 
is well connected with frequent buses, hired 
jeeps and taxis. There are a good range of 
budget and deluxe hotels available for tourists 
to stay, so accommodation won't be a problem.
Not only is Auli a great place to partake in 
skiing, it’s also a good option for beginners 
looking to learn the ropes. 
Offering excellent snowy slopes and the very 
best skiing facilities, you can join one of the 
skiing courses where professional instructors 
teach you everything from the basics upwards. 
If you’re not big on the sports, there’s the 
option of some fabulous treks which take you 

through hot springs, ancient temples, 
untarnished nature and some magnificent views 
of the taller Himalayan peaks. For your stay, 
choose between budget options such as the 
state-run GMVN guesthouses or book yourself 
a luxurious stay at the Cliff Top Club hotel. 

Narkanda
Perched at a height of 2708 m on NH-22, 
Narkanda is famous for its apple orchards as 
well as its skiing. The best season for skiing is 
between January and mid-March, when 
Narkanda is carpeted with thick snowfall. 
Situated only 65 km from Shimla, it is a quick 
and convenient winter getaway from Delhi and 
a popular skiing hotspot. 
The slopes around the hill station offer beautiful 
views of snow-covered forests and mountains. 
The main skiing area is in Dhumri, whose gentle 
slopes are ideal for beginners. Most hotels run 
by HPTDC along with the Atal Bihari Vajpayee 
Institute of Mountaineering and Allied Sports 
offers courses in skiing with qualified 
instructors, along with rental equipment.
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beautiful pine and rhododendron trees add to 
the splendor of the landscape. Be a part of the 
golf tournaments that are held on this venue 
to be one with the surroundings and its 
legacy.

Musical sojourn
Shillong is the unofficial but undisputed rock 
capital of India with a legacy of musical 
heritage that runs through the veins of every 
Shillong dweller. Music is in the air of this 
beautiful city and get ready to bump into at 
least one good musician with his instrument 
hanging on the shoulder in any corner of 
Shillong. The influence of metal and rock 
sound is prominent in Shillong music scene 
but let's not undermine the rich local musical 
flavours that are equally rich in tone and 
texture. Shillong is home to India's first and 

most prominent all-female band Afflatus and 
the famous Lou Majaw. Few of the bars and 
pubs are known for their live band 
performances with famous local bands like 
Soulmate and Prisoners of Chaos weaving 
their magic. And if you have had enough of 
indoor performances, maybe you should visit 
Shillong during a music concert. Indian and 
international musicians gather in those 
concerts and cast a spell of melody on the 
audience leaving them wanting for more.

Waterfall rappelling at 
Elephant Falls
Elephant Falls is the combination of three 
small torrents that form a strong stream that 
adorns the fern-covered rocks. The place got 
its name in the colonial era when the 
Englishmen spotted a giant rock resembling 
an elephant near the fall. The rock got 
destroyed during an earth quake and the 
Englishmen left the country but the name 
stayed. Due to its origin in three streams, the 
water force of Elephant Falls is one to reckon 
with which offers ample opportunities for 
adventure sports like waterfall rappelling. 
For starters, you can try rappelling from the 
height of 40 ft and don't worry; you will be 
well harnessed under expert surveillance. 
Climb down from your starting point and feel 
the immense water pressure on you while you 
struggle to find your footing in the slippery 
rocks.


