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Sanitation strike enters 35th day, workers 
demand written govt assurances

How many Satya Niketans in Gurgaon? Tiny 
EWS plot owners are now PG barons

DEHLI/NCR

Roads under water; trees & poles 
uprooted: Cities on knees again

Noida/Ghaziabad. The showers that started Friday 
and continued on Sunday has led to heavy 
waterlogging in Noida and Ghaziabad.

A park for children in Noida Sector 51 has turned into 
a shallow pool, while parks and green belts in 
sectors 119, 12, 30, 120, etc., also remained out of 
bounds due to flooding.Low-lying areas, like 
Botanical Garden Metro station in Noida and Jagat 
Farm Market in Greater Noida, are under at least 
two feet of water. Meanwhile, residents reported 
flooded roads and basements in Noida sectors 22, 
30, 36, 51, 62, 71, 104, 105, 72, 117, 122, 99, 
etc.The picture is similar in Ghaziabad, with Abhay 
Khand, Loni, and Muradnagar facing waterlogging.

Late on Sunday, following reports of 12 people stuck 
in Tronica City due to heavy waterlogging, a team 
of Ghaziabad NDRF carried out a rescue operation. 
Considering a warning of heavy rain ahead, NDRF 
teams are on high alert for emergency response in 
Noida and Ghaziabad.Residents blamed the 
authorities for not taking adequate measures to 
check flooding.“The Noida Authority failed to 
prepare for the monsoon in advance. All its claims 
have fallen flat. In Sector 51, people are wading 
through one-and-a-half feet to two feet of water. 
The Sunday showers also left houses and basements 
flooded.

Gurgaon.(Agency)
--------------------------------------------

On the 35th day of their protest, 
sanitation workers on Wednesday 
extended their strike by another four days 
till Sept 13, with their union alleging that 
state govt has failed to issue written 
orders on demands it has claimed to have 
accepted.“Govt has not accepted any of 
our demands in writing. At different 
times, ministers have claimed that 12, 13 
or 14 demands have been accepted, but 
there is no official letter or notification,” 
Haryana Municipal Employees Union 
state vice president and Gurgaon 
president Basant Kumar said. He said 
that ministers, including urban local 
bodies minister Vipul Goel and social 
justice and empowerment minister 
Krishan Bedi, had made differing public 
claims about the number of demands 
accepted by govt but that no formal 
notification or govt order had been 
issued.The union has also demanded 
compensation for the families of two 
employees who it says died after losing 
their jobs, and a permanent govt job for 

one dependent from each family. It has 
sought withdrawal of suspensions and 
terminations, cancellation of cases 

registered against employees and an end 
to what it termed police intimidation of 
protesters.The employees are also 
demanding implementation of the 
agreement reached with govt on May 13, 
abolition of the contract system for 
sanitation and sewer work, creation of 
sanctioned posts and permanent 
recruitment, besides regularisation of 
temporary employees in municipal and 
fire departments.

Govt has, meanwhile, taken a tougher 
position as the strike has dragged on. It 
directed striking sanitation workers to 
return to duty by Sept 5, warning of 
action against those who failed to 
comply. The strike, which began on Aug 
6, has caused mounting disruption to 
garbage collection and sanitation 
services across Haryana. In Gurgaon, 
workers earlier extended the strike till 
Sept 9 and warned that it could become 
indefinite if their demands remained 
unresolved. The latest escalation comes 
amid growing pressure on state govt.
TOI had also reported earlier this month 
that garbage had accumulated across 
Gurgaon. The union had alleged that 
alternative arrangements for waste 
collection were being used to weaken the 
agitation and had called for an inquiry 
into expenditure and bills generated for 
sanitation work during the strike.
Employee leaders on Wednesday alleged 
that govt was using police personnel to 
facilitate garbage collection and 
intimidating or detaining striking 
workers. 

Gurgaon.(Agency)
----------------------------------------------

The collapse of a five-storey building in 
Delhi’s Satya Niketan, killing seven 
people, has brought renewed scrutiny to 
Gurgaon’s own PG boom. The 
sprawling ecosystem rests largely on 
residential bungalows quietly turning 
into unauthorised high-densi ty  
accommodation blocks. And among the 
biggest income generators for PG barons 
are the smallest plots of land, meant to 
house economically disadvantaged 
families.
The site of the tragedy was a boys’ PG on 
a small plot with illegal construction. 
Delhi authorities have now ordered 
structural audits, turning a spotlight on a 
problem Gurgaon has lived with for 
years.A survey by the department of 
town and country planning (DTCP) in 

2022 identified 2,080 guesthouses in 
Gurgaon. Of these, roughly 1,400 were 
unauthorised, occupying more than 100 
acres in prime residential pockets.A Jan 
2026 estimate, drawn from housing data 
and RWA inputs, put the number of PGs 
in Gurgaon at around 7,000, of which 
fewer than 500 were registered.
 Haryana Human Rights Commission 
took suo motu cognisance, seeking 
reports from DTCP, fire services, 
Haryana Shehri Vikas Pradhikaran, the 
municipal corporation and the district 
administration.Evidence of how deep 
the rot runs has come from DTCP’s own 
enforcement drive in DLF Phases 1 to 5, 
long seen as ground zero for the city’s 
illegal-PG economy — 5,099 notices 
were issued till June this year; only 763 
owners had responded. 
Around 2,000 more notices have been 
served since then.Nowhere is the scale 

of illegal action starker than on 
Economically Weaker Section plots — 
540 sq ft parcels allotted at subsidised 
rates to low-income families. These are 
sanctioned for barely two-and-a-half 
floors with strict density limits.An 
EWSplot can be partitioned into a 
dozen-plus PG cubicles once expanded 
to six or seven floors, turning it into an 
income stream running into several 
lakhs of rupees, outside any registration, 
tax or licensing framework.
A DTCP survey found violations in 83% 
of EWS plots. Construction proceeds 
often at night, so each addition passes for 
repair rather than a fresh illegal floor. 
Occupation certificates issued for the 
sanctioned structure are rarely 
revisited.Hearing petitions filed by DLF 
City RWA since 2018, Punjab and 
Haryana HC has noted that unauthorised 
constructions are “mushrooming” 

despite officials having flagged the 
problem. The court has remarked that a 
“powerful lobby” appears to be resisting 
enforcement.It took a five-floor building 
in Phase 3 tilting to finally push DTCP to 
survey multi-storeyed construction on 
plots under 150 sq yards. “Smaller plots 
top the chart in violations,” a district 
town planner conceded.In June, DTCP 
enforcement teams sealed 262 PG and 
guesthouse rooms across eight buildings 
in DLF Phase 3. 
This included a Nathupur Road complex 
running 128 rooms out of one 
property.The problem, however, is not 
confined to the places where the 
crackdown has been concentrated. PGs 
have proliferated just as aggressively in 
Sushant Lok Phase I, Sector 38, Sector 
46, U-Block, Chakkarpur, Sikanderpur 
and other pockets near Cybercity and the 
metro corridor.

Gurgaon PG owner shot 
dead in front of wife, kids; 

ex-Army man held

Relief for 1.6k homebuyers as Supreme Court clears path for 
stalled Sushant Aquapolis project resolution plan

1-year-old drowns in water-
filled bucket at Faridabad 
home

Gurgaon.(Agency)
------------------------------------------------
A 40-year-old ex-serviceman was 
arrested from Delhi on Wednesday, 
hours after he allegedly shot dead a 32-
year-old PG operator over a monetary 
dispute in Acharya Nagar on Tuesday 
evening, police said.Amarjeet Grewal 
alias Amarjeet Fauji, a resident of Bamla 
village in Bhiwani district, was arrested 
in a joint operation by teams from Sector 
14 police station and Crime Branch 
Manesar unit.On September 8, Hemant 
Kaushik, a resident of Acharya Puri 
(Ganga Vihar), met Grewal at his PG to 
discuss a financial transaction. 
According to ACP Naveen Sharma, 
Hemant had told a friend that Grewal was 
coming to collect money and asked him 
to join him.Around 6pm, the two were 
discussing the transaction when an 
argument broke out. During the 
altercation, Grewal allegedly pulled out 
a pistol and shot Hemant in the forehead 
at point-blank range before fleeing.“The 
victim lived with his family including 
three kids and wife on the ground floor of 
the paying guest accommodation,” a 
police officer said.Hearing the gunshot, 
Hemant’s wife raised an alarm, 
following which neighbours and PG 
occupants gathered at the spot.Hemant 
was initially taken to Kalyani Hospital in 
Sector 14 and was later shifted to Fortis 
Hospital, where doctors declared him 
dead.After receiving information about 
the shooting, a Sector 14 police team 
reached the hospital and began an 
investigation. Based on a complaint filed 
by Hemant’s friend, a murder case was 
registered at Sector 14 police station.
“Given the seriousness of the crime, 
teams from Sector 14 police station and 
C r i m e  B r a n c h  M a n e s a r  w e r e  
immediately deployed to trace the 
accused. Their efforts led to Grewal’s 
arrest from Delhi within 4-5 hours,” ACP 
N a v e e n  S h a r m a  s a i d . D u r i n g  
questioning, police found that Grewal 
had retired from the Indian Army in 
2024. He and Hemant had become 
acquainted through a common friend.

Gold rush meets silver lining in Gurgaon: Dhanteras sales see 30% rise

Cracker sparks burn down 3 shops, 6 bikes

Ghaziabad.(Agency)
An on-duty constable of Uttar Pradesh 
Police who was travelling for official work 
from Loni to Delhi died on Tuesday after a 
tractor-trolley rammed the auto-rickshaw 
he was in.The deceased, Suraj Kumar (24), 
had joined the police force in 2025 and 
received his first posting at Loni police 
station a few months ago.Loni SHO 
Yogendra Singh said Suraj left the police 
station in the auto around 4pm. He sat in 
front, beside the auto driver, as other 
passengers were seated at the back. Near 
Banthala-Chirodi Marg, a tractor-trolley, 
coming from Delhi, collided head-on with 
the auto, the officer said.“All the other 
passengers, as well as the auto driver, 
received minor injuries and were 
discharged after treatment. But because of 
where he was sitting, the constable’s leg 

was caught between the tractor and the 
trolley. His leg was fractured and a vein 
ruptured, leading to severe blood loss,” 
Singh said.Passersby informed police 
about the accident, after which a team 

reached the spot and took the injured to a 
hospital. Kumar succumbed to his injuries 
during treatment at night.
The tractor driver, who had fled the spot 
after the accident, is yet to be traced, but 
police have seized both the auto-rickshaw 
and the tractor. The SHO said they are 
checking CCTV footage to identify the 
driver. Kumar’s family lodged a complaint 
on Wednesday evening and an FIR has been 
registered.On Aug 12, a 40-year-old home 
guard died and a cnstable was injured at the 
Rahul Vihar underpass on NH-9 after a 
PRV bike on which they were travelling 
was hit by a Thar.About 24 hours 
afterwards, a car carrying a police team and 
a 20-year-old who had gone missing from 
his house in Aligarh collided with a 
stationary tanker on the Delhi-Meerut 
Expressway at Lal Kuan. 

Ghaziabad.(Agency)
------------------------------------------------
In a relief to 1,600 homebuyers of 
Sushant Aquapolis, which is under 
insolvency proceedings, Supreme Court 
has cleared the path for implementation 
of the resolution plan by permitting 
corpora te  deb tor  Ansa l  Urban  
Condominium to develop a 24-metre-
wide pathway at the project without 
claiming any title over the land.
The 26-acre township near Crossings 
Republik was launched in 2007-2008. 
Between 2014 and 2017, developer 
Ansal API submitted layout drafts and 
revised proposals to Ghaziabad 
Development Authority (GDA) under 
the Uttar Pradesh Integrated Township 
Policy, but financial constraints, 
mismanagement and disputes with 
creditors led to lapses in building layout 
approvals over the years. In 2019, the 
company was declared insolvent and the 
project went to the National Company 
Law Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT), 
which tasked One City Infrastructure Pvt 
Ltd with completing it.
The resolution plan submitted by One 
City was approved under Section 31 of 
the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code, 
but construction could not resume as 

GDA withheld  renewal  of  the  
development licence and sanction of the 
revised building plan. The development 
authority held that the original allottee, 
Ansal API, could only apply under the 
rules. One City then moved Supreme 
Court, which ordered GDA and the UP 
govt to approve the layout plan.

On July 30, SC directed the UP govt and 
GDA to resolve the issues within two 
weeks and ordered a site inspection. 
GDA subsequently told the court it 
would sanction the building plan after an 
online application, keeping homebuyers’ 
interests in mind. On Aug 21, GDA board 
approved the proposal to pass the revised 

building plan.
On Sept 8, SC observed that where a 
resolution plan for a stalled housing 
project.

Spat over land turns violent in Nuh village, mob pelts stones, FIR against 26 after many injured

Gurgaon.(Agency)
----------------------------------------------------------------
After a sunny start to the week and a dry spell, rain is 
likely to return to parts of Haryana from Sept 11. India 
Meteorological Department (IMD) has forecast 
isolated showers in Gurgaon and neighbouring districts 
over the next few days. The forecast categorises rainfall 
as “isolated” when up to 25% of reporting stations in a 
district are expected to record rain.IMD’s five-day 
district-wise rainfall forecast issued on Wednesday 
shows no rain in Gurgaon and Faridabad on Sept 9 and 
10. But on Sept 11, both districts are to receive isolated 
rainfall, along with Palwal and Mewat in southern 
Haryana. Several northern districts — Yamunanagar, 
Panchkula, Ambala and Kurukshetra — are likely to 
see isolated or few spells earlier.ome more widespread 
across the state on Sept 12 and 13, though there’s no 
indication of heavy rain.Despite the expected increase 
in rainfall activity, IMD’s weather warning chart shows 
no warning for any district of Haryana through Sept 
13.Meanwhile, Gurgaon remained dry in the 24 hours 
ending at 8.30 am on Wednesday. The minimum 
temperature at Gurgaon KVK station was 26.4°C, 
while NorthCap University automatic weather station 
recorded a minimum of 26.9°C. Faridabad recorded 
27.1°C, with neither reporting rain.
Across Haryana, the average minimum temperature 
rose by about 1°C compared with Tuesday but 
remained near normal, according to IMD. The state’s 
lowest minimum temperature was 23°C at Bhiwani.

Green corridor from 
Ghaziabad to Noida helps 
transport heart over 20 km in 
just 16 minutes

Gurgaon.(Agency)
---------------------------------------------------------------
A one-year-old boy drowned in a water-filled bucket 
at his home in Jeevan Nagar Part-II, Faridabad, on 
Wednesday.The child, Aryan, was the only son of his 
parents. Police said his mother was doing household 
chores in an upstairs room while his father, Bajrangi, 
had gone out for daily-wage work. Other family 
members were also busy with household activities 
when Aryan was playing on the terrace.According to 
his grandmother, Meena, Aryan wandered towards a 
bucket filled with water that had been kept near the 
bathroom. He fell face-first into it and was unable to 

get out.When the family realised that the child had 
been missing for some time, they searched for him and 
found him inside the bucket. They immediately rushed 
him to a govt hospital, where doctors referred him to 
another facility. The family then took him to a private 
hospital, where doctors declared him dead.

Gurgaon.(Agency)
--------------------------------------------------------------
Ghaziabad traffic police created a 20km green 
corridor on Wednesday to facilitate a heart transplant 
from Hindon airport to the city. The organ was 
transported in 16 minutes to Fortis Hospital in Noida 
Sector 62.The heart was harvested from a 34-year-old 
woman — declared brain-dead — and transplanted 
into a 62-year-old man suffering from heart disease.
Fortis Heart & Vascular Institute chairman Ajay Kaul 
told TOI that Tapas, a retired govt employee, had a 
very bad heart condition, adding, “50% of his heart 
was not working”. Tapas’ treatment has been 
underway in the hospital since April. His health was 
in such poor shape that he had to be hospitalised every 
two to three months. In fact, there were times when he 
remained admitted for as long as 20 days.
“In June, the first week, we registered him for a heart 
transplant,” Kaul said, adding, “On Tuesday night, 
we learnt about a woman at Army Command Hospital 
in Haryana who had been declared brain-dead, but 
whose heart was completely healthy. She had also 
expressed a wish to donate her organs. A team was 
assembled under the leadership of Gaurav Sharma — 
who heads the heart centre at Fortis Hospital — 
consisting of surgeons, anesthetists and other medical 
staff. At 3am, the team flew to Panchkula and after 
completing all the necessary paperwork, the heart 
was transported by the team in a private jet to Hindon 
Airport in Ghaziabad. It was then brought to the 
hospital at 2.30pm.”“We were prepared in the 
operating room and as soon as the donor heart arrived, 
we immediately removed the patient’s heart and 
implanted the new one. We successfully carried out 
the heart transplant and the patient is now in stable 
condition,” Ajay said.Sharma said the team reached 
Chandigarh airport around 5am on Wednesday. After 
collecting the heart from Army Command Hospital 
with necessary precautions, the team returned to 
Chandigarh airport at 1pm and reached Hindon 
airport at 2pm. The team transported the heart to the 
hospital within 16 minutes.

Rain likely to return in 
Gurgaon from Sept 11, but 
activity to remain isolated

On-duty constable dies in collision between auto, tractor in Loni
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New Delhi : Three
other suspects — Monu,
Deepak Bhagat and Ravi
alias Baba — have been
identified, and efforts are
under way to apprehend
them. According to police,
a PCR call regarding firing
inside the Dholwala office
in JJ Colony was received
on September 3. A team
from the Kalindi Kunj
police station reached the
spot and found Tarun alias
Ranjan, 25, and Rohit, 23.
During a preliminary
inquiry, police found that
two rounds had been fired
inside the office. One of
the bullets hit Rohit’s fin-
ger, leaving him injured.
Police subsequently exam-
ined CCTV footage from
the area and questioned
local residents and shop-
keepers. Mahboob Khan,
who runs a biryani shop

near the spot, was exam-
ined as an independent
eyewitness. He reportedly
confirmed the presence of
the accused at the scene
and told police that an
argument and heated
exchange had taken place
among them shortly
before the September 3. A
team from the Kalindi Kunj
police station reached the
spot and found Tarun alias
Ranjan, 25, and Rohit, 23.
During a preliminary
inquiry, police found that
two rounds had been fired
inside the office. One of
the bullets hit Rohit’s fin-
ger, leaving him injured.

Police subsequently exam-
inedgunshots were heard.
The preliminary investiga-
tion suggested that the fir-
ing stemmed from an old
personal dispute involving
Rohit Dhobi, a resident of
Govindpuri and Deepak.
Following evidence of an
alleged criminal conspira-
cy, police added Section
61(1) of the Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) to
the case. Police said raids
were being conducted at
the suspected hideouts of
the remaining accused.

Man held for plotting firing at
southeast Delhi office
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Faridabad : Faridabad
has outranked Delhi in the
Centre's latest air quality
governance scorecard,
climbing to 14th place
nationally among cities
with a population above 10
lakh in the Swachh Vayu
Sarvekshan 2026, results
of which were released by
the Central Pollution
Control Board (CPCB).

With a final score of 179.7,
Faridabad finished ahead
of the national capital,
ranked 21st with a score of
172, alongside Hyderabad
and Jaipur. Among NCR
peers, however, Faridabad
still trails Ghaziabad,
which placed 9th national-
ly with a score of 184;
Noida, assessed in the sep-
arate 3-to-10-lakh popula-
tion category, ranked 8th
in its bracket with a score
of 187.5. The city was also
the only representative
from Haryana to feature in
the survey's ward-level
state awards, with Ward 28
and Ward 32 winning
recognition in the
Category-I bracket (popu-
lation above 30,000), and
Ward 1 winning in the
10,000-to-30,000 population
category. The ranking
caps a steady climb.
Faridabad stood at 47th

place in 2023, improved to
21st in 2024, moved to 19th

in 2025, and has now
reached 14th in 2026 — a
cumulative jump of 33
places in four years.
Amidst other measures
like a significant part of the
push has come through
green-cover initiatives.
The Namo Van project,
developed as the city's
largest green corridor,

converted garbage-strewn
green belts along the dis-

trict's boundaries into
urban forest cover through
large-scale plantation
drives, positioned as an
oxygen zone for the city.
Alongside it, the Eco Van
initiative has focused on
developing public spaces
such as town parks into
greener, cleaner zones.
Pavement and footpath
development work in open
areas has also been
stepped up. Municipal
Corporation Faridabad
(MCF) scaled up dust-con-
trol measures, including
large-scale deployment of

anti-smog guns across the
city. Road sweeping and
cleaning operations were
expanded to cover both
narrow residential lanes
and major arterial roads.
"Faridabad's improvement
over four years reflects the
ground-level work our
administration has put in
— from anti-smog gun
deployment to the Namo
Van and Eco Van green
corridors. This is the
result of consistent effort,
not a one-time push," said
Cabinet Minister and local
MLA Vipul Goel. Goel is
spearheading the Eco
Vans project where empty
spaces in residential areas
are being converted into
mini urban forests in col-

laboration with local
RWA’s. The areas have
consistently registered
lower pollution levels over
last one year and now the
model is being studied by
state government to be
replicated in red zones like
Gurugram. The Swachh
Vayu Sarvekshan, con-
ducted under the National
Clean Air Programme,
ranks cities on air quality
governance and compli-
ance measures rather than
raw pollution readings —
making Faridabad's climb
a reflection of civic and
administrative action
rather than meteorological
factors alone.

Faridabad beats Delhi in Swachh Vayu
Sarvekshan 2026, climbs 33 places to 14th

Dr Vivek received the Netaji Subhash
Chandra Bose Leadership Award

Jaipur's child spe-
cialist Dr Vivek Sharma
was awarded the Netaji
Subhash Chandra Bose
Leadership Award by
the Asian Council for
Education and
Research, (UK). Dr.
Vivek was awarded a
Certificate of
Excellence for his social
work, which he has
done for all sections of
society and for his com-
mitment to Sarvodaya

philosophy. The committee commended Dr. Vivek for
his work towards social harmony and cohesion.

NAME CHANGE
I,ARMY NO.2708760W RANK -
HAV, NAME - ARASAD ALI, UNIT -
HQ 72 INF DIV, R/O VILLAGE -
KOLINDA, POST - KOLINDA, TEH
- BISSAU , DISTT - JHUNJHUNU,
STATE - RAJASTHAN , PIN CODE
NO - 333001 do hereby solemnly
offirm and declared that the name
of my child name MOHD ABIR
haa been mistakenly recorded in
my army service Record which
incorrect.The correct name of my
child name MUHAMMAD ABIR  as
per their aadhar card and other
documents and same shall be con-
sidered in future in all Records.

NAME CHANGE
I, BHUKUNDA DEBSHARMA son of
Shri DHUMALU CHANDRA DEB-
SHARMA, residing at Village
Bamnoli, Sector-28, Dwarka, New
Delhi-110077, declare that name of
mine has been wrongly written as
PUSHAN SARKAR in my minor
daughter namely PRIYA KUMARI
aged 15 years in her 10th class
school record. The actual name of
mine is BHUKUNDA DEBSHARMA,
which may be amended accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
I, KUMUD BAJAJ S/O HARBHAG-
WAN BAJAJ R/O FLAT NO.14B,
FIRST FLOOR, RAAVI APART-
MENT, VIKAS PURI, DELHI-
110018, have changed the name of
my minor son PRANAV BAJAJ
aged 13 years and he shall here-
after be known as  PRANAV
KUMUD BAJAJ. It is certified that I
have complied with other legal
requirements in this connection.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as Tamanna C/o
Rahul Nain R/o H.No.1352, Sector-
13, Kurukshetra, Haryana-136118
have changed my name and Shall
hereafter be known as Tamanna
Nain. It is certified that I have com-
plied with other legal requirements
in this connection.

Public Notice 
It is for general information that I,
AKANKSHAUPADHYAY W/o CHAN-
DRA PRAKASH, R/o D-126, Block,
Near Sunday Market, West Vinod
Nagar, Mandawali Fazalpur, East
Delhi, Delhi-110092, declare that
name of my mine has been wrongly
written as AKANKSHAPATHAK in my
Aadhaar Card No. 256509504497.
The actual name of mine is AKANK-
SHA UPADHYAY which may be
amended accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that I,
SATPAL YADAV S/o RAMKAN-
WAR, R/o D-108, MCD COLONY,
AZADPUR, N S MANDI, DELHI-
110033, declare that name of mine
and my father have been wrongly
written as SAT PAL and RAM
KUMAR in my Driving license No.
DL0819930007169. The actual
name of mine and my father is SAT-
PAL YADAV and RAMKANWAR
respectively, which may be amend-
ed accordingly.  It is certified that I
have complied with other legal
requirements in this connection.

Public Notice 
The public at large is informed that
my client Sh. Jai Prakash S/o
Harcharan R/o A-17 Ayur Vigyan
Ansal Plaza South Delhi-110049
had Disowned/Debarred his son
Sunil Kumar and his wife Kajal, in
refrence a public notice was pub-
lished in Dainik Jagran dated
13/02/2024. My client now revoked
the disownment of his son Sunil
Kumar and his wife and restored all
relation and rights in all relation in
all his movable and immovable
properties and assets with her.

SHAHID KHAN
Advocate 

Chamber No. 576, Saket Court
Complex,

New Delhi-110017
Mb No. 9718892412

Public Notice 
My Client Sh. Sanjeev Kumar S/o
Sh. Ray Singh And His Wife Smt.
Reena R/o. C-9/760, Sultan
Puri,Delhi-86, Hereby Severed All
Relations With Their Son Shantanu
And Her Daughter In Law Ayeesha
And Disown Them From All Movable
& Immovable Properties, Due To
Their Quarrelsome And Disobedient
Nature Towards My Clients And
Threats To Implicate In False Dowry
Case and Other Criminal Cases. If
Any Person Deals With Them He
Shall Deal Upon His Own Risks And
My Clients Shall Not Be
Responsible  For Their Acts And
Conduct In Future.

Surender Wakode(Advocate)
Chamber No:337,3rd

Floor,Lawyers Chamber
Block,Rohini Court Complex

Delhi-85

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I,
S. M. QUTBUDDIN DEHLVI S/O
S.M. FAHIMUDDIN R/O E-53,
QUTUB MANZIL, SHAHEEN
BAGH, JAMIA NAGAR, OKHLA,
SOUTH DELHI, DELHI-110025
declare that name of mine, my
father and my mother have been
wrongly written as SYED MD
QUTUBUDDIN, SYED MD
FAHIMUDDIN and KANIZ FATMA
in my all educational documents,
Birth Certificate No-MCDOLIR-
0115-006732350 & Voter Card No-
NWD3296075 And name of   mine
and my father has been wrongly
written as SYED MD QUTUBUD-
DIN and SYED MOHD FAHIMUD-
DIN in my PAN Card No-
AAFPQ8714Q And name of   mine
and my father has been wrongly
written as SYED MOHAMMAD
QUTUBUDDIN and SHYED
MOHD FAHIMUDDIN in my Driving
License No-DL-0320120359532.
The actual name of mine, my
father and my mother are S. M.
QUTBUDDIN DEHLVI, S.M.
FAHIMUDDIN and KANEEZ FATI-
MA respectively, which may be
amended accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
I, NASEEM W/O MD UMAR R/O
H.NO. E-476, GALI NO. 21, OLD
MUSTAFABAD, NORTH EAST
DELHI, DELHI-110094 have changed
my name to NASIM BANO.

NAME CHANGE
I, AISHA SUFIYAN, W/o MOHD
SUFIYAN, R/o 2782, Gali Jhout Wali,
Pahari Bhojla, Turkman Gate, Delhi
– 110006, have changed my name
from DRISHTI KALRA to AISHA
SUFIYAN. I shall hereafter be known
and identified as AISHA SUFIYAN
for all purposes. DRISHTI KALRA
and AISHA SUFIYAN are one and
the same person.

NAME CHANGE
I, Shilpa W/O Deewaker R/O Tower-
A-1, Flat no 202, Unitech Residencies
Sec 33, Gurgaon Haryana - 122001
Have changed my name to Shilpa
Chakarvarti for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, Shilpa Chakarvarti W/O
Deewaker R/O Tower- A-1, Flat no
202, Unitech Residencies Sec 33,
Gurgaon Haryana - 122001 Have
changed the name of my minor
daughter from Nitara to Nitara
Chakarvarti for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, Deewakar Chakarvarti S/O
Sunder Lal R/O Tower- A-1, Flat no
202, Unitech Residencies Sec 33,
Gurgaon Haryana - 122001 Have
changed my name to Deewaker for
all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, Pamaljit Kaur W/O Trilochan Singh
R/O Flat No15c,tower-b2,ild
Grand,sector-37c, gurgaon, haryana-
122001 Have Changed My Name
From Pamaljit Kaur to Pamaljeet Kaur
for All Future Purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, AISHA SUFIYAN, W/o MOHD
SUFIYAN, R/o 2782, Gali Jhout
Wali, Pahari Bhojla, Turkman Gate,
Delhi – 110006, have changed my
name from DRISHTI KALRA to
AISHA SUFIYAN. I shall hereafter
be known and identified as AISHA
SUFIYAN for all purposes. DRISHTI
KALRA and AISHA SUFIYAN are
one and the same person.

NAME CHANGE
I, Piyush S/o Shiamender Vir R/o
House No.-2078, Vill-Tigaon,
Faridabad-Haryana-121002 have
changed my name to Piyush
Parashar for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, Vanshika D/o Uttam Singh R/o
288, Munirka, J N U, Delhi-110067
have changed my name to Vanshika
Uttam Singh for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I,hitherto known as Shabina Prveen
D/o. Muzaffar Abbas, W/o. Shahid
Hussain Alias  Shahid Husain, R/o. H.
No. 46, Gali No. 5, Near Azad Chowk,
Kardampuri, Shahdara, North East
Delhi, Delhi - 110053 have changed
my name and shall hereafter be
known as Shabina Parveen.

NAME CHANGE
I DEEPAK S/O NARINDER  KUMAR
GUPTA R/O B-5/79 B-5 BLOCK
PASCHIM VIHAR WEST DELHI,
DELHI-110063 HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO DEEPAK AGGARWAL

NAME CHANGE
I PRIYA W/O DEEPAK AGGARW-
AL R/O B-5/79 B-5 BLOCK
PASCHIM VIHAR WEST DELHI,
DELHI-110063 HAVE CHANGED
MY NAME TO PRIYA AGGARWAL

NAME CHANGE
I, ZAHIDA KHANAM, wife of MOHD.
ASLAM, R/o  2782, Gali Jhot Wali,
Pahari Bhojla, Turkman Gate, Delhi-
110006, have changed my name
from ZAHIDA KHANAM to ZAHIDA
BEGUM for all future purposes and
both are same person.

NAME CHANGE
I, Atia Kamal w/o Mohammad Rizwan
R/o 1290, Gali Gau Khana Haveli
Hissamuddin Haider Ballimaran, Delhi-
110006 have changed my name to
Atiya Rizwan for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, Roshan Singh / Roshan Bisht S/o Khim
Singh R/o Baleshwar Ward, Dungadhara,
Almora, Uttarakhand-263601 have
changed my name to Roshan Singh Bisht
for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, RAJESH S/o Dewa Singh R/o D-138,
Extn-2, Near Jai Mata Chowk, Nangloi,
Delhi-110041, have Changed my name to
RAJESH KUMAR for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, ANAM FATMA W/O Mustafa
Kamal Saiyad R/O 651, 2nd floor,
gali No-12, Zakir Nagar, Jamia
Nagar, Okhla, PO-New Friends
Colony, DIST-South Delhi, Delhi-
110025 have changed the name of
my minor daughter Aisha aged 14
years and she shall hereafter be
known as Ayesha Fatma.

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE is hereby given to public at
large on behalf of my client Mrs.
Sunita Sharma in respect of House
No. 33A, measuring 93 Sq. Yards,
(29Ft X 29 Ft), Property ID No.
1CLDUO22, within Khasra No. 2702
situated in the Revenue Estate of
Village Gurgaon, Colony known as
Ashok Vihar Phase - 2 Gurugram,
Tehsil & distt. Gurugram, Haryana.;
for Lost OF Property document i.e,
CTC of Intekal No.22199, dated
02.09.1997 in favour of Mr. M.L
Sharma, ORIGINAL REGD. SALE
DEED EXECUTED IN FAVOUR OF
MR. M.L SHARMA IN RESPECT OF
PLOT NO.33, AREA MEASURING
93 SQ. YARDS AND Original Sale
Deed dated 17.09.1999 executed by
Mr. M.L Sharma in favour of Mr.
Sunder Singh Yadav in respect of
Plot No.33, area measuring 93 Sq.
Yards, Doc. No.7634 AND Copy of
Intkal No.28370, dated 26.10.1999 in
favour of Mr. Sunder Singh Yadav.
An E-FIR was registered for the
same examined by E-Police vide LR
No. 621664/2026 on 10.09.2026,
This property is mortgaged with Bajaj
Housing Finance Limited. Any per-
son(s)/ Institution(s) found/finds the
same may please send us to the
address mentioned herein. Anyone
misusing the same shall be liable for
action under relevant provisions of
the Law of the Land, If any person(s)
has/have any objection(s) or claim(s)
with respect to the right, title or inter-
est in the said property may please
contact us within Seven days from
the date of this notice on the number
& address mentioned herein below,
failing which my client(s) shall not be
held responsible in any manner
whatsoever.

Khaitan & Khaitan
Plot No. 100 ,1st floor

Okhla Phase III, New Delhi
Ph. No: 011-49774545

NAME CHANGE
I, PIYUSH JAIN S/O VINOD JAIN R/o
C-702, VVIPADRESSES, VVIPSTYLE
MALL, RAJ NAGAR EXTENSION,
GHAZIABAD, UTTAR PRADESH-
201017, have changed the name of my
minor daughter MAITRI JAIN aged 16
years and she shall hereafter be known
as MEET JAIN. It is certified that I have
complied with other legal requirements
in this connection.

NAME CHANGE
I SHARUF S/0 SHAFIQ R/0 1164 5TH
FLOOR  KUCHA MAHAJANI CHAND-
NI CHOWK DELHI 110006 CHANGED
MY NAME TO SHARUF KHAN

NAME CHANGE
I SHAFIQ S/0 MAJID KHAN R/0 1164 5TH
FLOOR  KUCHAMAHAJANI CHANDNI
CHOWK DELHI 110006 CHANGED MY
NAME TO SHAFIQ KHAN

NAME CHANGE
I SARBJOT KAUR W/0 INDER-
PREET SINGH R/0 K1-101 SECTOR
103 INDIABULLS CENTRUM PARK
GURGAON HARYANA 122006
CHANGED MY NAME TO SARBJOT

NAME CHANGE
I, PARMOD KUMAR S/O UMA
SHANKAR DUBEY R/O C2-702,SUM-
MER PALMS,GREATER FARIDABAD,
SECTOR-86,FARIDABAD,HARYANA-
121002, HAVE CHANGED MY NAME
PARMOD DUBEY FOR ALL FUTURE
PURPOSES

NAME CHANGE
I, BUSHRA R/o E-121 GALI NO-9,
JAMIA NAGAR ,DELHI-110053.
HAVE CHANGED MY NAME TO
BUSHRA JAHAN.

NAME CHANGE
I Reena D/o  prem prakash  R/O A-7,
gali no-1 gurudwara road vikas nagar
extn uttam nagar west delhi , delhi-
110059 I have changed my name to
Reena Goswami

NAME CHANGE
I, Rajesh Bansal S/O Lachhi Ram, C-
7/113, Sector 7, Rohini, North West
Delhi Pin:110085 Have changed My
Name To Rajesh Kumar For All The
Future Purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, Parveen S/O Jai Singh, House Number
245, Bazidpur Saboli, (57) PO: Nathupur,
Dist : Sonipat Haryana Pin: 131029 Have
changed My Name To Parveen Kumar
For All The Future Purposes.

New Delhi : A mar-
riage proposal allegedly
turned into a chilling
threat after a 26-year-old
man, spurned by a young
woman, allegedly kid-
napped her 11-year-old
brother and threatened to
kill him unless the family
conceded his demand.
The four-day ordeal ended
on Friday when the police
rescued the boy at
Azadpur Flyover following
a prolonged chase that
began in Loni, Ghaziabad,
and culminated in Delhi.
The alleged kidnapper,
Dharam Pal, was appre-
hended. According to the
police, the boy had gone
to school on August 31,
but didn’t return home.
Soon after, his mother
received a call from an
unknown number. The
caller identified himself as
Dharam Pal, whom the
family already knew, and
claimed to have the child
with him. According to the
police, Dharam Pal want-
ed to marry the boy’s sis-
ter. However, she did not
wish to maintain any rela-

tionship with him. The
police alleged that he then
abducted her younger
brother and allegedly

threatened to kill him if
the demand was not met.
A case under Section
137(2) of the Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita was regis-
tered at the Jahangir Puri
police station following
the family’s complaint. A
team was tasked with trac-
ing the child and the
accused.  Investigators
combined technical sur-
veillance with field-level
inquiries to track their
movements. The trail led
the police to Loni in
Ghaziabad. After sus-

tained efforts, the team
located the accused and
launched a chase that con-
tinued towards Delhi. The

operation finally ended at
Azadpur Flyover on
September 4, where the
child was rescued and
Dharam Pal, a resident of
Tumariya village in
Kasganj district of Uttar
Pradesh, was apprehend-
ed. When the police tried
to catch him, the accused
allegedly consumed a poi-
sonous substance in an
attempt to evade arrest.
He was rushed to BJRM
Hospital. The child was
safely reunited with his
family.

Inspired by 'Jannat', three men turn to
cricket betting, arrested in Delhi

New Delhi : Inspired by the Bollywood movie 'Jannat',
three men allegedly turned to cricket betting, but their
innings ended after the Delhi Police busted their racket
operating from Rana Pratap Bagh here, an official said on
Monday. She said the three accused -- Gaurav Khurana
(30), Daljeet Ahuja (32), and Harshdeep Singh (27) -- were
arrested following a raid on Sunday. Police said the racket
had allegedly been operational for over a year and involved
betting on major cricket
leagues. According to
police, accused frequently
changed locations to evade
police surveillance.

NAME CHANGE
I, TUSHAAR, S/o. SUKHBIR
SINGH, R/o. FLAT NO-124, SUN-
VIEW APARTMENT, PLOT NO-
10B, SECTOR-9, DWARKA, NEW
DELHI-110077, have changed my
name from TUSHAAR to TUSHAR
SINGH, hence forth I shall be
known as TUSHAR SINGH for all
future purposes.

Spurned suitor kidnaps woman’s
brother, threatens to kill him
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also called for identifying vulnerable buildings and How long can Delhi continue to treat building and fire 
enforcing construction regulations.So why does the safety matters to be addressed post mortem? The collapse 
system keep failing citizens? Delhi’s new Master of a student accommodation in Satya Niketan on Sunday, 
Plan for the next 20 years again proposes measures to where renovation and basement work was reportedly 
prevent hazardous, unplanned and non-compliant underway, is another reminder of how poorly regulation 
structures—similar to the rules issued in 2007 that works in the national capital. It has now emerged that the 
have evidently not been strictly enforced. What building did not have construction sanctions and a fire 
guarantees that this time it will be different?What safety certificate. As a result, seven lives have been lost, 
Delhi needs is a system to check building approvals, while five others were injured. The first question is why 
fire clearances, structural safety certificates and such a building was allowed to operate. The Delhi High 
violations. Buildings found unsafe should not Court correctly expressed concern about the regulatory 
continue to operate while files move between practices of the Municipal Corporation of Delhi.
departments. Responsibility must be fixed for This is not the first such case. In May, six people died when Karol Bagh hotel fire in 2019 killed 17 people.

inspections, approvals and failures to act. With an unauthorised building collapsed in Saidulajab. An There  have  been commit tees ,  inqui r ies  and 
governance going digital, lack of access to updated inquiry found that the MCD knew about illegal recommendations after these incidents. In June, the 
information on building approvals, violations and construction, failed to act on complaints and fabricated Supreme Court’s amicus curiae asked for directions to 
inspections can no longer be an excuse. A city cannot call a inspection records. In June, 23 people died in a fire at a municipal authorities to conduct structural audits and seal 
building disaster an accident when the risks were visible, Malviya Nagar bed-and-breakfast that was authorised for or demolish illegal structures. After the Malviya Nagar 
documented and repeatedly warned about. The credibility six rooms, but was running 26 rooms without a fire fire, the government announced committees to survey and 
of regulation itself is at stake.licence. The Mundka fire in 2022 killed 27 people. The seal unsafe buildings. Delhi’s disaster management plans 

The limits of  grandstanding 
in diplomacy

ISRO stands at a crossroads

Constant vigil needs to enforce building rules

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s discourse on the 
war in Ukraine while on a visit to Bishkek last week 
probably had its desired effect of drawing 
international attention to India’s self-projection as 
an independent power centre in an increasingly 
multipolar world. There was a deliberateness in 
Modi’s attempt as he front-loaded his remarks that 
were caught on camera during a meeting with 
Russian President Vladimir Putin on the sidelines 
of the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation summit.

The relevant extracts of what Modi stated are: 
“Every day that the [Ukraine] war continues, 
humanity takes a step backwards; yet every step 
towards peace gives humanity real hope. We must 
move from endless war to the end of war, to the 
cessation of hostilities. And we must move in 
precisely this direction. This is crucial for all of 
humanity. We must resolve all problems through 
peaceful means; the entire world demands this. 
And this is India’s message, among others: India is 
the country of Gandhi, the country of 
Buddha—that is our message.”The contrast 
couldn’t have been sharper, insofar as Putin made 
no references whatsoever in his opening remarks to 
Ukraine and almost entirely focused on a positive 
resumption of the Russian-Indian bilateral 
relations, as is customary for such occasions; 
whereas Modi devoted almost half of his remarks 
to the war in Ukraine. Unless this was a pre-
arranged pantomime between the two leaders, 
which is of course a preposterous thought, Putin 
would have been taken aback by the tone and 
substance of what Modi said.
Po-Russian western analysts have rushed to 
interpret that Modi administered a sharp rebuke to 
Putin. A popular western podcaster characterised 
Modi’s performance as a “ganging up on Putin” 
along with Turkish President Recep Erdogan and 
Kazakh President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev, two 
other ‘dissidents’ at the SCO event.
Now, that is an uncharitable interpretation and 
rather ingenuous, to say the least, if only because 
Modi is a quintessential loner in politics. Besides, 
Erdogan is incensed over Russia’s tightening 
control over the Black Sea, which Turkey, the 
inheritor of the Ottoman legacy, cannot accept, 
apart from other geopolitical considerations as a 
Nato country.As for Tokayev, he views uneasily the 
Russian intervention in Ukraine, which creates a 
dangerous precedent for the substantial ethnic 
Russian population which accounted for nearly 40 
percent of the population of Kazakhstan per the 
1999 census, but has now dwindled to somewhere 
around 20 percent, per a UN estimate. A new 
Kazakh constitution that Tokayev mooted in 
February downgraded the status of the Russian 
language by specifying that it exists “alongside” 
Kazakh rather than sharing legal equality with it, a 
move upsetting Moscow.Fortunately, Modi would 
have no such disquiet. On the contrary, India has 
been a major beneficiary of the Western sanctions 
against Russia since 2022, which compelled 
Moscow to sell oil in the world market at a huge 
discount. This was so much to Delhi’s advantage 
that top American officials in President Trump’s 
inner circle began openly deriding that the 
‘Brahmins of India’ made a huge fortune out of 
reselling Russian oil to European buyers.
In a recent TV interview, I characterised the present 
as a golden moment in India-Russia relations since 
the Modi government swears by the country’s 
national interests as the lodestar of its foreign 
policy. I was alluding to Putin’s open offer made at 
a recent Kremlin meeting with External Affairs 
Minister S Jaishankar that Russia would meet 
India’s dire needs for fertiliser for its agriculture 
sector to provide livelihood for the ‘real India’.
Therefore, it came as a rude shock when Modi 
rebuked the Kremlin leader so very publicly. 

ZThe BJP govt in West Bengal seems to be in a hurry to redraw ward boundaries in the Kolkata and Howrah municipalities. The exercises are based on post-SIR voters’ list, 
from which lakhs of cases are still being decided by tribunals. Most of the adjudicated deletions are being restored

NINE employee associations representing thousands of 
workers from centres of the Indian Space Research 
Organisation (ISRO) recently came together to voice 
their concerns about the trajectory of India’s space 
reforms. Their intervention was triggered by a statement 
from Pawan Goenka, chairman of the Indian National 
Space Promotion and Authorisation Centre (IN-SPACe), 
that ISRO would eventually no longer manufacture 
launch vehicles or undertake routine satellite work.

He said private companies or public sector undertakings 
would handle those activities. At the same time, ISRO 
would concentrate on special-purpose satellites, 
scientific research and new technologies for transfer to 
industry.The employees’ response was unambiguous: 
private participation in defined commercial activities can 
operate alongside a strong, publicly owned ISRO. What 
requires debate, they argued, is a policy that could reduce 
ISRO to a residual research and development 
organisation while the actual production of launch 
vehicles and operation of launch infrastructure move out 
of public hands.The concern is not entirely without 
context. On June 10, IN-SPACe invited expressions of 
interest to transfer the technology of ISRO’s most 
powerful rocket, the LVM3, to the private sector. On satellite launches for civilian and military needs. Between Rs 25,000 crore to meet India’s expanding requirements. 
August 11, it invited expressions of interest to operate the 2025 and 2040, nearly 130 satellite launches are Much of the projected satellite programme serves civilian 
small rocket launch centre ISRO is building at anticipated. Further, ISRO is simultaneously expected to and military needs rather than commercial markets. Thus, 
Kulasekarapattinam (Tamil Nadu). Both invitations deliver ambitious missions such as Gaganyaan and markets will not fund it. If the government cannot find the 
excluded public sector enterprises. This raises a basic Chandrayaan-4. It is clear that ISRO’s current rate of just money for ISRO, how does it expect to compensate private 
question: should such enterprises be prevented from five launches per year cannot meet the launch manifest. industry for these civilian launches? Shifting end-to-end 
competing simply because the stated objective is to Overall launch capacity must increase. operations to the private sector will not solve this 
promote private participation? logjam.IN-SPACe was conceived primarily as a facilitator But does this necessarily mean ISRO should withdraw 

ISRO has sought to allay these fears, calling reports of its and regulator for private participation, just like the DGCA entirely from manufacturing and launch operations? One 
dismantling “baseless” and saying that it will neither be in the civil aviation sector. But IN-SPACe is now important fact is often missing from this debate. ISRO has 
privatised nor have its importance diminished. The stated transferring ISRO-built assets and technology to private never manufactured every part of its rockets. Industry has 
objective, it says, is to expand India’s space ecosystem industry and appears to be acting as a de facto asset-been deeply involved in launch-vehicle production for 
through reform.However, a more fundamental problem divestment channel. The proposed Space Activities Bill, decades. By 2000, Indian industry had already 
needs attention: ISRO’s capacity is being stretched. first drafted in 2017 and revised in 2025, also needs proper undertaken 80-90 per cent of the manufacturing of mature 
Reports of experienced scientists and engineers leaving parliamentary and public discussion.launch vehicles. ISRO retains only the vital 
the organisation have emerged, even as recruitment has responsibilities of quality assurance, space-worthiness Reforming ISRO is one thing. Dismantling parts of a 
slowed. The gap between sanctioned posts and actual testing, and crucial assembly and integration. national scientific institution without a transparent 
recruitment, which was relatively small in the 2000s, is discussion is quite another. If the objective is genuinely to The issue, therefore, is not whether private industry should 
now approaching 30 per cent. This means ISRO is strengthen India’s space capabilities, there is no reason to participate. It already does. The real question is where the 
operating with only about two-thirds of its sanctioned fear debate. The real danger is that ISRO may wither away boundary between public capability and private 
workforce, much of it scientific and technical. Many incrementally, without Parliament, scientists, employees participation should lie.Recent launch failures make this 
senior employees are also approaching retirement. The and the public having a meaningful say.question more important. When failures are linked, at 
fear that ISRO is being allowed to bleed to death is not least allegedly, to supplier-side quality-control problems, India certainly needs a vibrant private space industry. But 
unfounded.Staff leaving ISRO is not a new phenomenon. simply shifting more responsibility to private industry is vibrant private-sector participation does not require a 
Engineers left during the Gulf boom of the 1980s and the not automatically the solution. Quality assurance and weakened public space agency. That is why the present 
IT boom of the 1990s. But the present situation is accountability continue to remain essential, particularly debate should not be reduced to a choice between “ISRO 
different. Private space companies are now poaching when strategic and civilian requirements depend on these versus private industry”. The more important questions are 
experienced personnel in areas that overlap with ISRO’s systems.There is also a financial question. ISRO’s former what scale of space economy India hopes to build in the 
own capabilities: rocketry, navigation, telemetry, chairman S Somanath has argued that its budget needs to coming years and what kind of space capability it wants to 
propulsion and systems engineering.This comes at a rise substantially from around Rs 14,000 crore to about retain in public hands.
difficult time. India is planning a substantial increase in 

The apex space agency may wither away without a transparent debate about its role

Bengal SIR in detecting “ineligible” voters was targeting ‘ghuspaithiyas’ or legal issues vis-à-vis the Howrah Municipal Corporation certainly set a Within 100 days of winning the West Bengal Assembly election, the BJP 
illegal immigrants, deemed to be from Bangladesh and presumed to be timeline for elections. Quite apart from the inconvenience and confusion that government has raced ahead with remodelling municipal constituencies in 
masquerading as Indian citizens with falsified documents. the redrawing of constituencies will cause for voters, there is the complaint by Kolkata and Howrah. Impatient to get on with it, the Suvendu Adhikari 

all opposition parties that there was a political purpose behind the alteration government has been using the voters’ list post its special intensive revision, Impatience over delimitation is a BJP affliction, as is evident from the party’s 
of the territorial boundaries and the numbers of voters within them. Even the even as the first phase of house-listing for the much-delayed census is efforts to push through the Constitution (131st Amendment) Bill—along with 
so-called ‘rebel’ Trinamool Congress leaders—such as long-time Kolkata underway.The Chief Minister is correct that populations within Kolkata and the Delimitation Bill and Union Territories Laws (Amendment) Bill—in 

Corporation councillor Javed Khan—felt compelled to point out Howrah have shifted, hollowing out the more congested areas and 
that some constituencies would have 7,000-8,000 voters while moving to what were once ‘fringe’ areas. Therefore, a redrawing of 
others would have 15,000-25,000. The uneven distribution of electoral constituencies is necessary. Unfortunately, using the post-
voters, based on an incomplete voters’ list, has provoked the SIR voters’ list makes the exercise problematic. There are two 
Congress, the Left and the loyalist Trinamool Congress to accuse reasons why such basis is neither sufficient nor logical. First, if West 
the BJP of redrawing maps to give the ruling party an advantage by Bengal could vote in April to elect a new government based on the 
redistributing votes and breaking up the concentration of Muslim existing delimitation of constituencies that were last revised in 
voters.The exercise, then, becomes tantamount to gerrymandering, 2006, why does the Kolkata and Howrah municipal corporations 
a practice that gets its name from the US where ruling parties use a need a separate and dubious delimitation of their own 
heavy hand to put rivals at a disadvantage. It also reflects an odd constituencies?Second, even though the delimitation of the two 
similarity with the contentious delimitation exercise in Jammu and municipal corporations’ constituencies are fait accompli, there are 
Kashmir after the abrogation of Article 370 in 2019, and the equally ongoing cases in both cities being heard by the tribunals set up by 
disputed delimitation exercise in Assam in 2023 based on the 2001 the Supreme Court to sort the cases of voters deleted from the 
Census. electoral rolls by the SIR because of discrepancies. Thus, using 

incomplete data of electors as the basis for redrawing the If the BJP continues to use the post-SIR list as its preferred data base 
constituency maps in the two populous cities makes no sense. By the for ‘managing’ elections, it could become a model of sorts with 
Election Commission’s own account, nearly 29.6 percent of voters consequence in other states, too. Experts have estimated that the 
were struck off the rolls in the north and 27.5 percent in the south of SIR process across the country may end up deleting about 10 crore 
the state capital—among the highest rates in the state. voters. The exclusion of eligible voters by a hurried revision 

process, followed by a delimitation exercise based on it, is doubly The commission also admitted that there were 38 lakh cases pending 
Parliament in April that was defeated by the opposition, and its recent move to problematic.  The ethical and practical validity of an election using truncated with the 19 adjudication tribunals. Of particular note is the fact that of the 
table it during the tumultuous monsoon session of the House. voters’ lists—just because the Election Commission’s machinery could not 83,000-odd appeals disposed of, the tribunals ruled in favour including 
But for West Bengal, it’s the Suvendu Adhikari government—not the BJP resolve “logical discrepancies” like categorising misspelt names, addressing 75,000 cases on the rolls—thus reinstating over 90 percent of those who 
high command—that needs to explain why the number of municipal wards suspicious age gaps between parents, grandparents and children, and the appealed and could not vote at the latest Assembly polls. The purge of so 
needed to be increased, which triggered a redrawing of the ward maps and a number of siblings—ought to be an issue concerning all political parties. It many eligible voters begs serious questions of the entire post-SIR list. It’s 
cascading effect on voters and their choice of representatives. could pose a challenge to the legitimacy of any elected representative of any surely not the soundest data to use for redrawing constituency maps in 
The dissolution of the elected corporation in Kolkata and the resolution of the political party, and to the fairness of the electoral process.Kolkata. It also flows from the observation that a key feature of the West 

Delimiting Bengal, limiting choices

What Delhi needs is a system to check building approvals, fire clearances, structural safety certificates and violations. 

Buildings found unsafe should not continue to operate while files move between departments
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S e p t e m b e r : N o r t h e a s t
Frontier Railway (NFR) regis-
tered a total freight loading of
0.957 million tonnes (MT) dur-
ing August 2026, recording a
growth of 4.5% over the 0.916
MT loaded during the corre-
sponding month of the previ-
ous year. The cumulative
freight loading from April to
August 2026 reached 5.09 MT,
reflecting an increase of 6.5%
over the 4.78 MT recorded
during the corresponding peri-
od of the previous financial
year. Several major commodi-
ties contributed to the growth
during August 2026. Cement
loading more than doubled to
0.13 MT, registering a signifi-
cant increase of 106.6% over
August 2025. Loading of mis-
cellaneous commodities,
including fruits, vegetables
and timber, grew by 92.3%,
while coal and dolomite load-
ing increased by 54.5% and

46.4%, respectively. Foodgrains
loading also recorded a growth
of 39.6%, followed by container

traffic at 6.3% and fertilizer
loading at 3.7% during the
month. During the cumulative
period from April to August
2026, cement loading recorded
an impressive growth of
161.9%, while miscellaneous

commodities registered an
increase of 44.6%. Dolomite
loading grew by 34.2%, fol-

lowed by coal at 7.5% and con-
tainer traffic at 7.1% over the
corresponding period of the
previous year. The sustained
growth in freight loading
reflects NFR’s continued focus
on improving operational effi-

ciency, strengthening coordi-
nation with freight customers
and facilitating the timely

transportation of essential
commodities. NFR remains
committed towards expanding
its freight traffic base and pro-
viding reliable and customer-
oriented transportation servic-
es across the region.

Freight Loading at NFR Registers 4.5%
Growth During August 2026
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