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The Sikh Times
CHANDIGARH; 3rd September: Punjab

Government will ensure salary parity plus DA
(Dearness Allowance), with Central
Government employees if that is what employ-
ees seek, Finance Minister Harpal Singh
Cheema said on Thursday, making it clear that
the state is ready to match the overall compen-
sation package rather than simply replicate the
Centre’s DA percentage. The Punjab Group of
Ministers, comprising Finance Minister Harpal
Singh Cheema, Industries and Commerce
Minister Aman Arora and Social Security
Minister Dr. Baljit Kaur, said Punjab employees
in several major categories already draw higher
take-home salaries than their Central
Government counterparts despite the Centre’s
higher DA rate. The ministers said Punjab’s
existing pay structure has to be viewed along-
side the state’s substantial salary and pension
burden, with 51% of its revenue receipts spent
on salaries and pensions against the 38% all-India
average. They also highlighted that the
Bhagwant Singh Mann government has raised
DA by 14% points and already paid over ?4,500
crore towards the more than ?14,000-crore

arrears liability inherited from previous govern-
ments. The Bhagwant Mann Govt government
has increased DA from 28% in November 2021

to 42% in November 2024, through three incre-
ments, taking the rate to 34% in October 2022,
38% in December 2023 and 42% in November
2024.  The approximately ?14,100 crore liability
for DA arrears relates to the 2016-21 period and
was inherited from previous Congress and SAD-
BJP governments, according to the factsheet.
The Bhagwant Mann government has commit-

ted to clearing the inherited DA arrears and has
already paid over ?4,500 crore towards the liabil-
ity to employees and pensioners.  Raising
Punjab’s DA to 60% would impose an additional
annual burden of around ?6,500 crore on the
state exchequer, requiring it to be weighed
against spending on essential public services.
Addressing a press conference, Finance
Minister Harpal Singh Cheema said Punjab’s
expenditure on salaries and pensions places the
state at the highest level among major states.
“While the national average for state expendi-
ture on salaries and pensions is around 38%,
Punjab spends 51% of its revenue directly on
salaries and pensions. This reflects the substan-
tial financial commitment being made by the
state towards its employees and pensioners,” he
said. The comparative figures presented by the
government show Punjab’s salaries and pension
expenditure at ?57,177.9 crore against revenue
receipts of ?1,11,740 crore in FY 2025-26 Budget
Estimates.  The Finance Minister said that com-
paring basic pay and DA together makes it clear
that Punjab employees already receive higher
take-home salaries in several major categories
than their Central Government counterparts. 
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Punjab Govt Any Day Ready To Give Salary Plus DA At Par
With Central Govt Employees: Harpal Singh Cheema



Gurgaon.(Agency)
-----------------------------------------------
Hindon barrage bridge, connecting 
Siddharth Vihar with Indirapuram and 
other trans-Hindon areas, has been 
closed for repairs for a month. 
Commuters, particularly two-wheeler 
riders, will have to take detours of 
around 5 km to 10 km via bridges from 
NH9 or Meerut trisection.The barrage 
bridge was built primarily to monitor 
water flow but has become an important 
link between areas on either side of the 
river.A resident of Gaur Siddhartham in 
Siddharth Vihar, Saurabh Jha, travels 
every afternoon to his gym in 
Indirapuram. “I prefer to take the 
barrage bridge but this detour will be too 
long for me. I would need to take the GT 
Road if I want to take the bridge from 
Meerut trisection. It is extremely 
congested and it takes hours to clear,” he 
said. “I have started looking for a facility 
closer to home.”An official of the 

irrigation department, Sanjay Saini, 
said, “The grilles of the bridge are rusted 
and the slab beneath has also broken in 
many places. We are closing off the 
bridge for maintenance work for a 
month.” The department has placed 
barricades on both sides of the bridge, 
but bikers could be seen breaching them 
and driving on the bridge.Meanwhile, a 
roposed 200-metre bridge remains 
delayed.
 Although funds were sanctioned earlier, 
differences between the UP Bridge 
Corporation and the irr igation 
department over the alignment have held 
up construction. A revised alignment 
now requires govt approval.“The news 
of a new bridge connecting both sides of 
the river brought some respite to daily 
commuters like us,” another resident of 
Siddharth Vihar, Nikhit Negi, said. 
“Even after six months, the work has not 
started.”Ajay Mittal, executive engineer 
of the UP Housing Board, which is 

funding the project, said, “The irrigation 
department is the custodian of the river 
and they were not satisfied with the 
initial alignment of the proposed bridge, 
as they said
 it was very close to the barrage bridge.” 
Rs 51 crore has already been sanctioned 
for the new bridge. “The new alignment 
has been sent to our board for approval 
but it will take time,” he added.
According to the initial plan, the bridge 
was to be constructed 80m downstream 
from the barrage between sectors 8 and 9 
of Siddharth Vihar township. Now the 
new proposal shows the bridge is to be 
constructed 210m downstream from the 
barrage.
From the Meerut trisection to DME, 
there are four bridges over Hindon. The 
Old Hindon Bridge is 70 years old and 
connects the Meeruttrisection with 
Mohan Nagar, but in 2017, the bridge 
was closed down as it developed cracks. 
In 2022, a new bridge was constructed.

Sanitation workers extend Haryana strike till Sept 6

Hindon barrage bridge closed for 
repairs, commuters brace for detours

After PAUL sandwich worm row, Gurgaon raids find 
hygiene violations at Haldiram, Om Sweets, Babbal

DEHLI/NCR

Roads under water; trees & poles 
uprooted: Cities on knees again

Noida/Ghaziabad. The showers that started Friday 
and continued on Sunday has led to heavy 
waterlogging in Noida and Ghaziabad.

A park for children in Noida Sector 51 has turned into 
a shallow pool, while parks and green belts in 
sectors 119, 12, 30, 120, etc., also remained out of 
bounds due to flooding.Low-lying areas, like 
Botanical Garden Metro station in Noida and Jagat 
Farm Market in Greater Noida, are under at least 
two feet of water. Meanwhile, residents reported 
flooded roads and basements in Noida sectors 22, 
30, 36, 51, 62, 71, 104, 105, 72, 117, 122, 99, 
etc.The picture is similar in Ghaziabad, with Abhay 
Khand, Loni, and Muradnagar facing waterlogging.

Late on Sunday, following reports of 12 people stuck 
in Tronica City due to heavy waterlogging, a team 
of Ghaziabad NDRF carried out a rescue operation. 
Considering a warning of heavy rain ahead, NDRF 
teams are on high alert for emergency response in 
Noida and Ghaziabad.Residents blamed the 
authorities for not taking adequate measures to 
check flooding.“The Noida Authority failed to 
prepare for the monsoon in advance. All its claims 
have fallen flat. In Sector 51, people are wading 
through one-and-a-half feet to two feet of water. 
The Sunday showers also left houses and basements 
flooded.

Gurgaon.(Agency)
---------------------------------------------

The strike by sanitation workers will 
continue till Sunday, the workers’ union 
leading the protest has announced.
Haryana Municipal Employees Union 
alleged that despite their 28-day strike, 
govt had failed to make efforts to reach 
a settlement and is using intimidation 
to suppress the protest.Union leaders 
claimed govt is attempting to weaken 
the agitation through alternative 
arrangements for waste collection. 
Taking advantage of the situation, 
some contractors are generating fake, 
inflated bills for sanitation work 
during the strike, they alleged.The union 
demanded an impartial inquiry into all 
expenditure, bills and payments made for 
sanitation and waste collection during 
the agitation.The police force is also 
being used to threaten employees on 

strike, they added. “Govt is using police 
personnel to facilitate garbage collection 
to create an impression that sanitation 
services were normal, while women, 

elderly employees and other striking 
workers were being detained and 
harassed. Such measures won’t suppress 
the employees’ protest,” said Basant 
Kumar, the president of the union’s 
Gurgaon branch.In Gurgaon, municipal 

employees marched from the old MCG 
office and burnt copies of show-cause 
notices issued by govt to several fire 
department employees, who too are on 
strike. The protesters distributed 
pamphlets among traders and residents, 
u rg ing  t hem to  suppor t  t he i r  
demands.The union flayed urban local 
bodies (ULB) minister Vipul Goel, 
saying employees under his departments 
remained on strike while residents 
continued to face difficulties. It also 
c r i t i c i s e d  s o c i a l  j u s t i c e  a n d  
empowerment minister Krishan Bedi, 
alleging that his assurance to facilitate a 
meeting between the employees and the 
c h i e f  m i n i s t e r  h a d  n o t  b e e n  
fulfilled..They accused govt of 
discriminating against sanitation and 
sewerage workers, questioning why 
permanent recruitment was possible for 
other employees but not for them.

Gurgaon.(Agency)
----------------------------------------------

 Days after a customer allegedly found a 
live worm inside a sandwich at PAUL in 
Gurgaon, surprise raids at five 
prominent eateries in neighbouring 
Faridabad have uncovered serious food 
hygiene violations, including live insects 
in vegetables, fungus-infested bread and 
the alleged reuse of cooking oil.A 
municipal corporation health team 
carried out inspections on Wednesday at 
Haldiram, Om Sweets, Babbal, RPS and 
Gulati in NIT Faridabad, imposing 
cumulative penalties of more than Rs 15 
lakh on the five establishments.At 
Babbal, inspectors allegedly found live 
insects crawling inside vegetables and 
bread covered with fungus stored in a 
container. Officials said the outlet owner 
left the premises after spotting the 
inspection team.At Om Sweets, the team 
allegedly found cooking oil being 
reused. Workers were also seen 

attempting to throw away a large 
quantity of kachoris in a dustbin as the 
inspection team arrived, officials said. 
Similar violations related to the reuse of 
cooking oil were allegedly found at 
Haldiram, while RPS and Gulati were 
also inspected for hygiene lapses.
Babbal was fined Rs 6.5 lakh, while Om 
Sweets was penalised Rs 6 lakh. 
Haldiram was fined Rs 2 lakh, RPS Rs 
50,000 and Gulati Rs 45,000, taking the 
total penalties to more than Rs 15 
lakh.Officials involved in the drive said 
they faced pressure to stop the 
inspections.“When we go to conduct 
raids, we get a lot of calls asking us to 
stop the raid. What are we supposed to do 
— sit back and leave the public at risk? 
Should we wait for someone to fall 
seriously ill or die before action is 
taken?” an officer said.The crackdown 
has also highlighted a wider problem 
confronting Haryana's food safety 
enforcement system — an acute 

shortage of Food Safety Officers 
(FSOs).Of the 45 sanctioned FSO posts 
in the state, 27 have been filled through 
deputation. However, 11 officers are 

awaiting posting, while another 11, who 
completed their on-the-job training on 
August 19, are awaiting FSSAI 
certification before they can be formally 
notified.This has effectively left only 
f i v e  o f f i c e r s  h a n d l i n g  f i e l d  
responsibilities, with postings in Hisar, 
Rewari, Jhajjar, Kurukshetra and 
Karnal.The shortage has created a 

regulatory gap, with municipal bodies 
stepping in to conduct inspections but 
facing questions over their authority to 
inspect food establishments.Officials 

said the latest drive was aimed at 
ensuring that eateries follow basic food 
hygiene and safety standards, stressing 
that establishments — irrespective of 
their size or popularity — must 
maintain cleanliness and follow safe 
food handling practices.
The raids come amid growing concerns 
over food hygiene in Gurgaon and the 
wider NCR. The recent alleged worm-
in-sandwich incident at PAUL in 

Gurgaon had already sparked outrage, 
while food safety raids and enforcement 
drives across the region have renewed 
questions over how effectively 
restaurants and popular food outlets are 
monitored.With inspections now 
uncovering insects, fungus-infested 
food and alleged reuse of cooking oil at 
prominent eateries,has once again put 

Faridabad school denies 
punishment claim after 

Class 11 student’s suicide

25 acres of protected Aravali land 
dug up at Faridabad’s Badkhal

3-year-old girl out with 
mother to fetch water run 
over by car in Gurgaon

Noida.(Agency)
 A day after a Class XI student died by 
suicide after jumping from the third floor 
of her school building in Faridabad, the 
school administration on Wednesday 
denied her family’s allegation that she 
had been made to stand outside the 
classroom for four hours as punishment.
The 16-year-old student was being 
counselled over an incident involving 
food brought from outside the campus, 
school officials said.The girl jumped 
from the third-floor terrace of Navodaya 
Vidya Niketan Senior Secondary School 
on Ghazipur Road in Dabua Colony 
around 1.30pm on Tuesday. She was 
rushed to a nearby private hospital and 
later shifted to BK Civil Hospital, where 
doctors declared her dead on arrival.Her 
father had alleged that a teacher made his 
daughter stand outside the classroom for 
around four hours. He said some students 
told him she had been punished after a 
dispute over lunch, though she had no 
role in the argument. The family also 
claimed she was distressed after being 
made to stand outside in the sun.The 
school authorities denied the allegations 
from the outset. On Wednesday, 
principal RK Sharma told TOI that the 
school had given its digital evidence to 
police and that the CCTV footage 
showed the teenager had not been 
punished.
“We have provided DVR of the CCTV 
footage from the school to police and 
have even shown it to the parents, which 
shows that she was not punished. Rather, 
she was being counselled in the vice-
principal’s room for more than an hour,” 
Sharma said.He said the SHO of Dabua 
police statio, the student’s parents and he 
had jointly examined the CCTV footage, 
after which police seized it.
According to Sharma, the incident began 
during lunch break around 11am, when a 
boy known to the girl handed her a 
package through the school gate. A girl 
student saw her receiving it and informed 
the school authorities. The teenager was 
then asked about the incident and told 
that students were not allowed to receive 
food from outside.

Gold rush meets silver lining in Gurgaon: Dhanteras sales see 30% rise

Cracker sparks burn down 3 shops, 6 bikes

Noida.(Agency)
 Days after several people died from water 

contamination in Indore, Noida and 
Greater Noida authorities have ordered 
technical audits of their drinking water 
systems — covering pipelines, 
reservoirs and water ATMs — and asked 
officials to collect samples across 
sectors to rule out any risk of 
contamination.In Noida, the decision 
was taken at a high-level meeting 
chaired on Friday by Authority CEO 
Lokesh M, who reviewed public health 
issues, civic infrastructure, water supply 
and sanitation, and issued strict 
directions to officials.A committee of 

senior water department officials was 
formed to carry out the audit."We have 
ordered a thorough technical audit of the 
water supply system, including 
pipelines, reservoirs and water ATMs, to 
ensure that residents receive safe and 
clean drinking water," Lokesh M said. 
He added that water samples would be 
collected from different sectors and a 
detailed report submitted "at the 
earliest" to ensure there is no 
contamination threat in the city.The 
CEO also reviewed the status of the 80-
cusec Ganga water project and asked 
officials to complete all pending work 
by this month.

Ghaziabad.(Agency)
------------------------------------------------
Mining may have been banned in 
Haryana Aravalis for more than two 
decades, but two excavators were found 
operating on a 25-acre stretch of forest 
land in Faridabad’s Badkhal, with 
extensive rock excavation and large 
quantities of broken stone visible across 
the site.During a visit to the site, TOI 
found the two earthmovers stationed on 
the rocky terrain, with vegetation cleared 
from substantial portions of the tract. The 
land is protected under sections 4 and 5 of 
Punjab Land Preservation Act (PLPA) 
and falls within Aravali landscape. No 
permission was sought from the forest 
department for the work being carried 
out at the site, according to officials. The 
department learnt of the activity and sent 
a team to the site to halt the work, an 
official said.A local said excavation had 
been under way for two days. He said the 
workers carrying out excavation had 
shown govt permission for the activity, 
understood to be for “handling and 
disposal of up to 500 metric tonnes of 
stone generated during excavation.” The 
forest department refuted claims of any 
such permit.The scale of digging has 
raised questions over whether rock was 

extracted from the site and, if so, where it 
was taken to. The location is particularly 
significant: the excavation is along the 
bank of Badkhal Lake, which govt has 
been trying to revive since it dried up in 
2002. The lake’s rejuvenation project 
envisages restoring water retention and 
recharging it with water from a 10 MLD 
sewage treatment plant. Govt records 
describe the project as involving lake-
bed treatment, bund strengthening and 
lakefront development. The lake’s 

drying has previously been linked to 
factors including mining in the 
surrounding Aravalis and groundwater 
depletion.Mining in Haryana Aravalis 
has been prohibited by Supreme Court 
since 2002 through a series of orders 
aimed at protecting the ecologically 
fragile range. In 2009, the court imposed 
a blanket ban on mining across south 
Haryana after finding extensive damage 
to the hills. A 2018 report by Supreme 
Court-appointed Central Empowered 

Committee (CEC) found that around 
25% of the Aravali range.

Spat over land turns violent in Nuh village, mob pelts stones, FIR against 26 after many injured

Noida.(Agency)
----------------------------------------------------------------
 A nearly 200-metre stretch of the left shoulder of 
Yamuna Expressway near Dankaur has suffered 
significant damage after recent rainfall, with the 
roadside and edge of the carriageway on the Greater 
Noida-Jewar side washed away, leaving deep cavities 
along the route and raising road-safety concerns on the 
busy expressway.Officials have placed traffic 
restrictions on the left lane (rescue lane) and begun 
repair and restoration work, with paver blocks and 
traffic barriers placed along the affected stretch to alert 
commuters and secure the area. Traffic movement 
remains normal on the expressway’s remaining three 
lanes.Gaurav Kumar, who was travelling from Noida to 
Agra, said the damage poses a risk to commuters. “A 
large portion of the road is damaged. Since this is an 
expressway and vehicles move in speed, it poses safety 
concerns especially at night when there is no proper 
lights on the e-way. This should be fixed at the earliest,” 
he said.JK Sharma, assistant general manager, Jaypee 
Infratech Ltd (JIL), the concessionaire of the 
expressway, confirmed that restoration work was under 
way. “We have noticed this damage as the rainfall made 
cuts on the left shoulder. We have barricaded the stretch 
and started restoration works. However, it is a routine 
repair works conducted whenever such damages come 
up in the monsoon,” he said, adding that the work 
would be completed within two weeks.am Limited, 
Haryana State Electronics Development Corporation, 
contractors, part-time arrangements and direct 
outsourcing.Vij said work is continuing to strengthen 
feeders and distribution infrastructure in villages still 
receiving 16-hour supply and that they would be 
brought under the 24-hour system once the prescribed 
conditions were met.

235 buses with tinted glass, 
curtains seized in Noida

Gurgaon.(Agency)
---------------------------------------------------------------
A three-year-old girl died after she was allegedly hit 
by a car near the Dhankot canal on Tuesday evening. A 
case has been registered against the car driver.
The girl, Divya, a resident of Dhankot village, was 
taken to Vibrant Hospital in Basai after the accident, 
where doctors declared her dead. According to a 
complaint filed by Anil Yadav, his wife Kiran Kumari 
and daughter Divya had gone to fetch water from a tap 
near the canal when a BYD car allegedly hit the girl, 
leaving her critically injured.Yadav, who works at a 
private company and is also a farmer, told police that 
the driver of the car, Ramlal Yadav, was driving rashly 
and negligently.According to the complaint, 
passersby took Kiran and Divya to Vibrant Hospital in 
the same car after the accident. Anil reached the 
hospital after being informed about the incident and 
was told by doctors that Divya had been brought dead.
A relative of the girl, who is an ex-serviceman, said the 
car was being driven by an employee and not its 
owner. “The driver stopped after the accident and told 
passersby that he was not the owner of the vehicle. 
Police took him into custody after being informed. He 
was later released on bail from the police station, while 
the car was impounded,” the relative told TOI.
After receiving information, police reached the 
hospital and obtained the girl’s medical report. Police 
kept the body in the mortuary and handed it over to the 
family after an autopsy.

Ghaziabad.(Agency)
--------------------------------------------------------------
Traffic police have seized 235 private buses with 
tinted windows, curtains or other coverings that 
obstruct visibility into passenger compartments 
across Noida in the past two days following the rape 
of a 17-year-old girl in a moving bus. The transport 
departments have started checks on private tourist 
buses in Noida and Ghaziabad.
There were checks conducted on Wednesday at 
several border areas between Delhi and Noida, 
including Chilla Border and Jhundpura in Sector 11. 
Several female police officers were seen instructing 
commuters to not get on empty buses or buses with no 
female commuters in them. Such checks are also 
being conducted at Pari Chowk, Sector 14A, Model 
Town and near Lal Kuan, among others.
On Aug 4, the girl sought a lift from a sleeper bus at 
Pari Chowk. A probe by Delhi Police revealed that 
she was raped first by the conductor near 
Bakhtawarpur Village (Noida Sector 127-128). He 
then took the steering wheel as the driver forced 
himself on the girl. The distance travelled by the bus 
from the place of occurrence to the point where she 
was dropped at the bus stand in Kashmere Gate is 
around 26 km. Police found the bus had thick curtains 
installed, which made it impossible for people to see 
inside.Ghaziabad assistant regional transport officer 
Amit Ranjan Rai said the department would launch a 
special drive to inspect private tourist buses in the 
district. While such vehicles were already under 
scrutiny, enforcement would now be tightened, he 
said. “We will start a drive to check private tourist 
buses operating in the district,” Rai said.According to 
officials, private tourist buses will also be required to 
have GPS and vehicle location tracking devices 
installed. The transport department will verify 
whether these systems are installed and functional.
The background and credentials of those operating 
the buses have also come under scrutiny. Character 
and police verification of both bus drivers and 
conductors will be made mandatory, officials said. 
Authorities will also check pollution certificates and 
other documents required for the operation of the 
vehicles.

Rain washes away Yamuna 
Expressway shoulder near 
Dankaur
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“Punjab outpaces states like Haryana,

Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Madhya
Pradesh and Gujarat when the overall take-
home salary is compared. The comparison
shows that employees in Punjab are already
receiving substantially higher salaries in
several categories,” he said. He pointed out
the state government had also inherited a
substantial liability relating to DA arrears.
“The present government inherited a mas-
sive liability of over ?14,000 crore relating to
the period from 2016 to 2021 from the pre-
vious Akali-BJP and Congress govern-
ments. The present government is the only
government to have committed to clearing
the inherited arrears. The Bhagwant Mann
government has not denied this liability.
Instead, it formulated a liquidation plan and
has already disbursed more than ?4,500
crore in pending arrears to employees and
pensioners through monthly installments,”
he said. Minister Harpal Singh Cheema fur-
ther said that the Bhagwant Mann govern-
ment had increased DA by 14% points in
three increments. “The DA has already
been increased by the present government
from 28% to 42% in three increments: 34% in
October 2022, 38% in December 2023 and

42% in November 2024, up from 28% in
November 2021, despite the state’s consid-
erable fiscal pressures,” he said.
Meanwhile, Information and Public
Relations Minister Aman Arora said that
the demand for a mechanical increase of
DA to 60% must be considered in the con-
text of Punjab’s overall fiscal position.
“Increasing the DA to 60% would place an
additional annual burden of around ?6,500
crore on the state exchequer. This financial
reality has to be balanced against the state’s
responsibility to fund schools, hospitals,
infrastructure and other essential services
for the three crore people of Punjab,” he
said. He said the government had demon-
strated its commitment to employment and
employee welfare through concrete meas-
ures. “The Bhagwant Mann government
has provided 70,900 jobs purely on merit.
We have also completely eliminated the
exploitative outsourced hiring model and
initiated the process of transitioning 65,000
personnel to contracts. These steps demon-
strate that our government stands firmly
with employees and workers,” he said.
Minister Aman Arora appealed to employee
unions to engage with the government
through dialogue rather than confrontation.

“Employees are the backbone of good gov-
ernance. We appeal to the unions to recog-
nise the political opportunism of opposition
parties, which made promises before elec-
tions without making corresponding finan-
cial provisions. We are ready to resolve out-
standing issues across the table with CM
Bhagwant Singh Mann so that the interests
of employees are protected without placing
an unbearable burden on the people of
Punjab,” he said. The Group of Ministers
said that the issue must be viewed in its
entirety rather than through the single
parameter of the DA percentage. The pres-
entation made during the press conference
established that Punjab spends 51% of its
revenue receipts on salaries and pensions,
compared with 38% for the all-India average
among major states. It also showed that
Punjab employees in several major cate-
gories already draw higher take-home
salaries than Central Government employ-
ees despite Punjab’s current DA rate being
42% against the Central rate of 60%.  The
ministers further said that the government
has already increased DA by 14% points
since 2021 and has committed to clearing
the inherited DA arrears. “Our objective is
not to deny employees their rightful dues.

Our approach is to ensure that employee
welfare, financial sustainability and the
interests of the people of Punjab are pro-
tected together,” the Group of Ministers
said. Clarifying the legal and statutory posi-
tion, Social Security Minister Dr. Baljit Kaur
said the state’s position is based on the
Punjab Civil Services (Revised Pay) Rules,
2021. “The salaries and DA of Punjab gov-
ernment employees are governed by the
Punjab Civil Services (Revised Pay) Rules,
2021, which were framed under Article 309
of the Constitution. These Rules do not pre-
scribe any fixed DA percentage or an auto-
matic formula requiring Punjab to match
the Central Government’s DA rate,” she
said. She said Punjab has the constitution-
al and statutory authority to determine the
service conditions of its own employees.
“Punjab retains the constitutional and
statutory authority to determine the com-
pensation of its employees according to its
own financial circumstances. There is no
legal provision that automatically requires
every state to replicate the Central
Government’s DA rate. The state must bal-
ance employee welfare with the financial
resources available to provide public serv-
ices,” she said.

Punjab Govt Any Day Ready To Give Salary Plus DA At
Par With Central Govt Employees: Harpal Singh Cheema

‘Vayo Anand’ scheme to give senior
citizens recreational spaces

New Delhi: Under the scheme, recreational centres
will offer facilities ranging from indoor games such as car-
rom and ludo to yoga, meditation, health and fitness class-
es, along with newspapers, magazines, books, televisions
and computers. The government will provide financial
assistance of Rs 2.40 lakh annually, or Rs 20,000 per month
to eligible organisations running such centres. Chief
Minister Rekha Gupta said, “Ensuring dignity, an active
lifestyle and social engagement for senior citizens is the
priority of our government.” The scheme aims to create a
safe and convenient space close to the homes of senior cit-
izens, allowing them to interact with people from their age
group and remain socially active. The recreational centres
will organise yoga and meditation classes, besides indoor
and outdoor games. Activities such as outdoor tours, story-
telling sessions, painting, craft and pottery, nutritional
counselling and health and fitness classes will also be con-
ducted. The centres will also organise celebrations on
occasions like International Yoga Day, Senior Citizens Day
and national festivals, with at least five to six such pro-
grammes planned every year. To support the health needs
of senior citizens, monthly medical camps and first-aid kits
will be available at the centres. The centres will remain
open for at least five days a week and a minimum of seven
hours a day, between 7 am and 8 pm. They will be required
to have adequate ventilation and toilet facilities. Preference
will be given to centres located on the ground floor or in
buildings with lifts, keeping the accessibility needs of sen-
ior citizens in mind. Special priority will also be given to
programmes for women, persons with disabilities and
transgender senior citizens. ExploringTravel Maps The
centres will maintain contact with nearby police stations
and hospitals to ensure quick assistance during emergen-
cies. Each recreational centre will be required to have at
least 200 members aged 60 or above. Under the scheme,
eligible recreational centres will receive Rs 20,000 per
month, amounting to Rs 2.40 lakh in a financial year. The
assistance will be released in two equal half yearly instal-
ments. The scheme will cover centres serving senior citi-
zens aged 60 and above and operating in Delhi from com-
munity spaces. Centres run through the RWAs, CGHS and
community spaces such as chaupals may also be covered.
The operators will be required to ensure that the pre-
scribed facilities and arrangements are made available to
senior citizens. The Delhi Government said the scheme is
aimed at helping senior citizens stay connected, reduce
loneliness and maintain an active social life while providing
them with a dignified and healthy environment.

New Delhi: The
Centre plans to complete
the registration of all ben-
eficiaries under its PARI-
VARTAN scheme within a
year, with the programme

targeting the replacement
of more than two lakh
trucks and buses in Delhi-
NCR that conform to
Bharat Stage (BS)-IV or
earlier emission norms
with BS-VI or stricter
norm-compliant-vehicles
or electric vehicles.
GeographicRefer ence
Under the Programme for
Accelerated Renewal and
Incentivisation of Vehicle
Assets for Reducing
Transport Air Pollution
and Network Emissions
(PARIVARTAN), eligible
vehicles will be replaced
with BS-VI or stricter
norm-compliant-vehicles
or electric vehicles. V
Umashankar, Secretary,
Ministry of Road
Transport and Highways
(MoRTH), said vehicles
registered in the National
Capital Territory of Delhi
and the NCR districts of
Haryana, Rajasthan and
Uttar Pradesh are eligible
for replacement.

Addressing the media,
Umashankar said more
than 1,300 truck and bus
owners have registered
under the scheme within a
month of its launch. The

scheme covers 37 districts
in the NCR—13 in Delhi,
14 in Haryana, eight in
Uttar Pradesh and two in
Rajasthan. It is expected
to benefit around 1.9 lakh
trucks and 16,329 buses.
Trucks and buses account
for only around 3 per cent
of the total vehicle fleet in
Delhi-NCR but contribute
about 36 per cent of the
region's PM2.5 emissions,
the Secretary said. The
PARIVARTAN scheme
has a total financial outlay
of Rs 9,585 crore, includ-
ing Rs 5,041 crore in

budgetary support from
the Centre. It is funded
through the National
Capital Region Planning
Board (NCRPB) under
the Ministry of Housing

and Urban Affairs
(MoHUA) and implement-
ed by MoRTH. The
scheme offers a range of
financial incentives to
encourage vehicle owners

to scrap older, more pol-
luting vehicles and pur-
chase cleaner replace-
ments. These include a
five percentage-point
interest subsidy on eligi-
ble vehicle loans for five
years, a 100 per cent road
tax waiver for 10 years, an
original equipment manu-
facturer (OEM) discount
of at least 8 per cent on
the ex-showroom price,
and a waiver of registra-
tion fees. Additionally,
buyers of BS-VI diesel or
CNG vehicles will receive
monthly fuel vouchers

ranging from Rs 1,200
to Rs 4,800, depending
on the vehicle categor y,
for five years. Those
purchasing electric
vehicles will instead
receive a one-time
incentive ranging from
Rs 64,000 to Rs 2.56
lakh. The Union

Cabinet approved the
PARIVAR TAN scheme
in June to accelerate the
replacement of more
than two lakh BS-IV and
older trucks and buses
registered in Delhi and
the NCR districts of
Har yana, Rajasthan and
Uttar Pradesh.

Centre's Parivartan scheme aims to replace 2 lakh
polluting trucks, buses in Delhi-NCR within a year

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as FATIMA wife of
FAKHRUDDIN, residing at N-53,
Abul Fazal Enclave, Jamia Nagar
Okhla, New Friends Colony, PO:
New Friends Colony, District:
South East Delhi, Delhi-110025,
have changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as SHEHNAZ.

NAME CHANGE
I, SHEENA KUMAR W/O SATISH
KUMAR, R/O HOUSE NO.7, NAN-
GLI RAZAPUR, HAZRAT NIZA-
MUDDIN, SOUTH DELHI, DELHI-
110013. I HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME FROM SHEENAMOL
JOHN TO SHEENA KUMAR FOR
ALL FUTURE PURPOSE.

NAME CHANGE
I, SUCHETA KALRA, W/O NISHANT
KALRA, R/O A-61, 6TH FLOOR, NEW
TOWN HEIGHTS,SECTOR-
91,MEOKA (121), GURGAON,
HARYANA-122505, HAVE CHANGED
MY MINOR SON NAME "FROM
BHAVYA TO BHAVYA KALRA" FOR
ALL FUTURE PURPOSES

NAME CHANGE
I, ROSHAN AARA, D/O AB HADI
DESHMUKH, W/O ZAKIR DESH-
MUKH, R/O H. NO. C-45, RAJU
PARK KHANPUR DEVLI,  SOUTH
DELHI, DELHI– 110062, HEREBY
DECLARE THAT HAVE CHANGED
MY NAME TO ROSHNI DESHMUKH
FOR ALL FUTURE PURPOSES.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as JAHANVI
SILODHIYA D/O ASHOK SILOD-
HIYA R/O J-1 27A, Chankya Place
Part-1, Uttam Nagar,PO: D.k mohan
Garden, DIST: West Delhi, Delhi -
110059 have changed my name and
shall hereafter be known as JANVI.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as ANISH KUMAR
son of Shri SARVESH KUMAR
RAWAT, residing at D-59, Block-D, Aali
Vihar, Sarita Vihar, Delhi-110076, have
changed my name and shall hereafter
be known as ANISH RAWAT.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as PRAKASH NAU-
TIYAL S/O JAGDISH PRASADNAU-
TIYAL R/O C-10, Tower-4, Type-2,
NBCC, Kidwai Nagar East, Sarojini
Nagar, South West Delhi, Delhi-
110023 have changed my name and
shall hereafter be known as
PARKASH NAUTIYAL.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as SADDAM
HUSAIN S/O MUFEED AHMAD R/O
M-177, 2nd Floor, Church Street, St
Matthew Church, Laxmi Nagar, East
Delhi, Delhi-110092 have changed
my name and shall hereafter be
known as SAHIL ZOREN.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as SHYAMA GAU-
TAM alias SHYAMA KUMAR KAIN
daughter of Shri CHARAN SINGH
and wife of Shri SANDEEP
KUMAR KAIN, residing at A-13,
Sunlight Colony-2, Ashram
Jungpura S.O, South Delhi, Delhi-
110014, have changed my name
and shall hereafter be known as
SHYAMA KUMAR KAIN.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as TILAK RAJ
alias TILAK RAJ TONGARIA S/o
PURSHOTTAM TONGARIA, resid-
ing at House No.240, P2- Block,
Sultanpuri, North West Delhi,
Delhi-110086, have changed my
name and shall hereafter be known
as TILAK RAJ.

Public Notice 
I,Arjun Sharma S/o Dari
Sharma,R/o D-1/823, J.J.Colony,
Bhalswa Dairy,Delhi-110042,here-
by disown and debar my son Varun
from my movable and immovable
properties.Henceforth,neither I nor
my family shall be responsible for
any act,transaction,liability or con-
duct undertaken by him.

Harish Chaudhary(Advocate)
Chamber No.931,Lawyer's

Chamber Building,Rohini
Courts,Delhi -110085
Mobile: 7065818414

LOST & FOUND
I,VIRENDER SINGH S/O SH SATBIR
SINGH R/O D-63, FIRST FLOOR
,NANGAL DEWAT,VASANT KUNJ
,NEW DELHI-110037, state that  I
have lost my BSC(Computer Science)
Degree Certificate, Migration
Certificate and Marksheet issued by
JNU ,Delhi near to Nangal Dewat
Crossing on 26th August 2026.The
police report of the same has been
lodged with PS Vasant Kunj South /E
police Station vide LR No-
601174/2026 date 02/09/2026.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as UPENDER son
of Shri ANIL, residing at B-309,
Sanjay Colony Okhla Phase 2, VTC:
Okhla Industrial Area, District: South
Delhi, Delhi-110020, have changed
my name and shall hereafter be
known as UPENDER KUMAR.

NAME CHANGE
I, NEHA KAUSHIK wife of No.-
14667391W, Rank-HAV, Name-
OM PRAKASH SHRIVASH resid-
ing at VPO-BODSARA, TEHSIL &
D I S T - J A N J G I R - C H A M PA ,
CHHATTISGARH-495668, have
changed my name from NEHA
KAUSHIK to NEHA SHRIVASH for
all future purposes vide Affidavit
dated 03/09/2026 before Executive
Magistrate, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, RAMILA PRAJAPATI wife of JC-
709455K, Rank-NB/SUB, Name-
PRAJAPATI ASHVIN KUMAR MAG-
ANBHAI residing at VILL-DEBHARI,
PO-DEBHARI, TEH-BIRPUR, DIST-
MAHISAGAR, GUJARAT-388260,
have changed my name from RAMI-
LA PRAJAPATI to PRAJAPATI
RAMILA for all future purposes vide
Affidavit dated 03/09/2026 before
Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, DIVYA P wife of No- 15751750A,
Rank- L/NK, Name- PRAKASH K,
residing at  VPO- PALAYASIRUVAN-
GUR, TEHSIL- SANKARAPURAM,
PS- THIYAGADURUGAM, DIST-
VILLUPURAM, TAMIL NADU-
606206, have changed my name from
DIVYA P to DIVYA V for all future pur-
poses, vide Affidavit dated 03/09/2026,
before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, NO-16023486L, Rank-HAV,
Name-VIVEK SINGH residing at
VPO-BIDHUNA, DIST-AURAIYA,
UTTAR PRADESH-206243 have
changed my wife’s name from
MEETU SINGH to MEETOO
SINGH for all future purposes vide
Affidavit dated 03/09/2026 before
Notary Public Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, MAMTA KUMARI wife of No-
14665672N Rank- HAV Name-
HEMANT KUMAR residing at
VPO-MAKRANA, TEHSIL & DIST-
CHARKHI DADRI, HARYANA-
127022, have changed my name
from MAMTA KUMARI to MAMTA
for all future purposes,  vide
Affidavit dated 03/09/2026, before
Executive Magistrate, New Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I SARABJEET SINGH S/0 HARB-
HAJAN SINGH R/0 58/2 LAL
BAHADUR SADAN GOLE MAR-
KET NEW DELHI 110001
CHANGED MY NAME TO SARAB-
JEET SINGH SABHARWAL

NAME CHANGE
I, Museer Khan S/O MOHD
Tamanar Khan R/O H NO 9, Gali
No 8/7, Block-G, Sangam Vihar,
Delhi 110062 have changed my
name to MD Museer Khan for all
future purposes

NAME CHANGE
I, MALTI  DEVI wife of JC-572238Y,
Rank- SUB, Name- RAGHURAJ
SINGH  TOMAR, residing at  VPO-
ESSAH, TEHSIL-MORENA, DIST-
MORENA, MADHYA PRADESH-
476134, have changed my name from
MALTI  DEVI   to  MALATI  for all future
purposes, vide Affidavit dated
03/09/2026, before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, RIMMPI RANI W/o Rajesh Kumar
Goyal R/o H.NO.38, Anaj Mandi,
Ward No.3, Sampla (36) Rohtak,
Haryana-124501, have changed my
name to RIMPY permanently.

NAME CHANGE
I, NANCY W/O SHIVAM SEHGAL
R/O NEAR MAHILA THANA H.NO-
674 SEC-13/17 HUDA, PANIPAT
HARYANA 132103, CHANGED
MY NAME TO NANCY VOHRA.

NAME CHANGE
I KAJAL BAIRAGEE W/O ASHISH
BAIRAGEE R/O PLOT NO -14
UPPER GROUND FLOOR, BACK
SIDE BLOCK -E , GALI NO- 01,
BHAGWATI GARDEN EXTN
UTTAM NAGAR DELHI 110059
have changed my minior son name
AMAN and shall here after be known
as AMAN BAIRAGI Permanently for
all future Purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I KALPANAW/O ISHWAR SINGH R/O
D 404, TAGORE GARDEN EXTEN-
SION DELHI 110027 have changed
my name to KALPANA KAUR
Permanently for all future purposes

NAME CHANGE
I HARISH KUMAR GAMTA S/O
SHREE KUSHI DAYAL R/O H.NO
174/18A ,ADS BLOCK  BHOLA
NATH NAGAR DELHI 110032
have  changed my name HARISH
GAMTA Permanently for all future

NAME CHANGE
I,MAMTA KUMARI GARG , W/O
YOGESH KUMAR, R/O H. NO. 36,
SARAY BAJAR,  MATHURA ROAD,
IGLAS, ALIGARH UTTAR PRADESH
– 202124, HEREBY DECLARE
THAT HAVE CHANGED MY NAME
TO MITALI AGRAWAL FOR ALL
FUTURE PURPOSES.

NAME CHANGE
I, K SATYANARAYANAMMAmother of
No-2620487K, Rank-SEP, Name-
KEERTHI VASU residing at 2-121,
VILL-PATHA SATYAVRAM, PO-
SATYAVRAM, TEHSIL-
PAYAKARAOPETA, DIST-VISAKHAP-
ATNAM, ANDHRAPRADESH-531126,
have changed my name from K SATYA
NARAYANAMMAto KEERTHI SATYA-
NARAYANAMMA for all future purpos-
es vide Affidavit dated 03/09/2026
before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, KASHIF KHAN S/o Ataur
Rehman R/o B-25, Sangam Park,
Rana Pratap Bagh, Delhi-110007,
have changed my name to MOHD
KASHIF permanently.

NAME CHANGE
I, ATTAUR RAHAMAN S/o
Farazuddin R/o B-26, Sangam Park,
Rana Pratap Bagh, Delhi-110007,
have changed my name to ATAUR
REHMAN permanently

NAME CHANGE
I, MANISHA wife of JC-707390H,
Rank-SUB, Name-AJAY SINGH resid-
ing at VPO-BIRDHANA, BIR DHANA
(108), JHAJJAR, HARYANA-124102,
have changed my name from MAN-
ISHA to MANISHA DEVI for all future
purposes vide Affidavit dated
03/09/2026 before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, ANAM  ARSI is legally daughter
of MD SHAMSUL HUDA residing
at VILL-BAHADERPUR, PO & PS-
AMOUR, DIST-PURNEA, BIHAR-
854315, have changed my name
from ANAM  ARSI to ANAM  ARSHI
vide Affidavit dated 03/09/2026
before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, VIJAY LAXMI SHRI VASTAV R/o
A-74, ASHIRWAAD APARTMENT,
BLOCK A, G.D COLONY, MAYUR
VIHAR PHASE-3, DELHI-110096
have changed my name to LAXMI
DEVI SHRIVASTAVA.

NAME CHANGE
I, SERENA LEONIE DIAS W/o
Shubham Gupta R/o C-143, Vikas
Marg, Anand Vihar, Delhi-110092,
have changed my name to SERE-
NA GUPTA permanently.

NAME CHANGE
I, SUNNY S/O RAJKUMAR SEH-
GAL R/O H.NO-C-4/37,STREET
NO-5,SUDAMA PURI, GAMRI
EXTENSION,NORTH EAST DELHI,
DELHI-110053, HAVE CHANGED
MY NAME TO SUNNY SEHGAL
FOR ALL FUTURE PURPOSES

NAME CHANGE
I, IRFAN R/o. H.No-T-176, 3rd
FLOOR RIGHT SIDE, GALI NO-5,
GAUTAMPURI, SEELAMPUR, Delhi-
110053 have changed my name to
MOHD IRFAN.

PUBLIC NOTICE
GENERAL PUBLIC IS HEREBY
INFORMED THAT BACK CHAIN OF
"PLOT NO. 14 AREA 60 SQ. YD.
KHASRA NO. 786, GULMOHAR
CITY, VILLAGE MAHAWAD, PAR-
GANA & TEHSIL DADRI, DISTT.
GAUTAM BUDDHA NAGAR (U.P.)"
I.E. ORIGINAL SALE DEED EXE-
CUTED BY MR. SHAFIQ & MR.
NAFEES KHAN IN FAVOUR OF
MR. SUKHVIR SINGH REGD. IN
SR- DADRI, VIDE DOC NO. 51283,
BOOK NO. 1, VOL. NO. 28883,
PAGE NO. 287/304 ON DATED
26.09.2024 WAS INADAVERTABLY
TORNED BY THE OWNER AND
SAID PROPERTY CURRENTLY
OWNED BY MR. JITENDRA SINGH
WHO HAD PURCHASED THE
SAID PROPERTY VIDE SALE
DEED DT. 16.10.2025 EXECUTED
BY MR. SUKHVIR SINGH. NOW
MR. JITENDRA SINGH WANTS TO
TAKE LOAN AGAINST THE SAID
PROPERTY FROM TRU HOME
FINANCE LIMITED. PLEASE CON-
TACT WITH WRITTEN OBJEC-
TION LETTER WITH RELEVANT
DOCUMENTS WITH UNDER-
SIGNED IF HAVING ANY OBJEC-
TION IN RESPECT OF SAID
PROPERTY/SALE DEED WITHIN
10 DAYS OF THIS PUBLICATION.
ITS USE BY ANYONE IS ILLEGAL.

ADITYA VERMA, ADVOCATE 
E-16, MANSAROVAR PARK,
SHAHDARA, DELHI-110032

MOBILE NO. 9999042521 

NAME CHANGE
I, Ram Kirpal Kushwaha C/O
Chunnubad, Plot No. 21 And 22
Khasra No-181, 182, Block -C
Bhagat Singh Park, Siras Pur,
North West Delhi Pin:110042 Have
Changed My Name To Ram Kirpal
For All The Future Purposes....

NAME CHANGE
I, Pinki Gera W/O Om Prakash,
House No. 51A, Block - BC,
Shalimar Bagh Dist : North West
Delhi Pin:110088 Have Changed
My Name To Pinky Gera For All
The Future Purposes....

NAME CHANGE
I, Sonia Rana D/O Raghubir Singh ,
House no 564/13, isherhedi gonda ,
Bank colony gali no.7 ward no. 13 ,
Bahadurgarh, Jhajjar, Haryana Pin :
124507, Have Changed My Name To
Sonia  For All The Future Proposes

NAME CHANGE
I, Rajbir Singh Rana S/O Gugan
Singh, House no 564, Gali no.7
Arya Nagar, Bahadurgarh, Jhajjar,
Haryana Pin : 124507, Have
Changed My Name To Raghubir
Singh  For All The Future Proposes

NAME CHANGE
I, Mohan Lal Jain, S/O Rameshwar
Das Jain, R/O A M-195, Shalimar
Bagh, North West Delhi, Delhi-
110088 have changed my name to
Mohan Jain for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I MOHD JAMEEL SON OF JUMMA
R/O H NO. C-12/535, FIRST FLOOR,
YAMUNA VIHAR, NORTH EAST,
DELHI-110053, HAVE CHANGED
MY NAME MOHD JAMIL FOR ALL
FUTURE PURPOSE

NAME CHANGE
I KHALID SON OF ABID ALI R/O

H NO. A-285, MAIN ROAD, KAR-
DAM PURI, SHAHDARA, NORTH
EAST,  DELHI-110094 HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME KHALID ALI
FOR ALL FUTURE PURPOSE

NOTICE
Public at large is hereby informed that my client Rekha Mahajan & Chander
Shekhar & Anil Dhawan & Kapil Gupta the owner of Property No. A-87/88, area
525 sq. yds., Khasra No. 411, Situated in the revenue estate Village Mahipal
Pur, Tehsil Vasant Vihar, Distt. New Delhi-110037. Initially, Shyam Lal was the
recorded owner of Property are 525 sq. yds. Letter GPA, ATS, WILL 07.11.1985
& 06.03.1993 executed by Shyam Lal in favour of. Partap Singh letter GPA, ATS
& WILL 06.03.1993 executed by Shyam Lal in favour of Partap Singh area 125
sq. yds. letter, GPA, ATS & WILL dated 22.11.1993 executed by Partap Singh in
favour of  Rattan Lal Bindal (HUF) through its Karta Ashwani Bindal & Atul
Bindal (HUF) through its Karta Atul Bindal & Ashwani Bindal (HUF) through its
Karta Ashwani Bindal area 125 sq. yds. Letter GPA, ATS and WILL 14.12.1984
executed by Shyam Lal in favour of Kiran Rani area 200 sq. yds. Letter, GPA,
ATS and WILL 29.08.1990 executed by Kiran Rani in favour of Bishan Singh
area 200 sq. yds. Letter GPA, ATS and WILL 17.09.1990 executed by Bishan
Singh in favour of Rattan Lal Bindal (HUF) through its Karta Sh. Ashwani Bindal
& Atul Bindal (HUF) through its Karta Atul Bindal & Ashwani Bindal (HUF)
through its Karta Ashwani Bindal area 200 sq. yds.  Letter, GPA dated
08.10.1984 executed by Shyam Lal in favour of Jai Singh & Deep Chand area
200 sq. yds. Letter, GPA, ATS and WILL 16.02.1989 executed by Jai Singh &
Deep Chand in favour of Daya Chand Area 200 sq. yds.  Letter Regd. GPA, ATS
and WILL executed by Daya Chand in favour of Satya Bhushan Wadhwa Area
200 sq. yds.,  Letter GPA, ATS and WILL 12.07.1989 executed by Satya
Bhushan Wadhwa in favour of Krishna Chawla Area 200 sq. yds. Letter, GPA,
ATS and WILL 11.07.1990 executed by Krishna Chawla in favour of Rattan Lal
Bindal (HUF) through its Karta Ashwani Bindal & Atul Bindal (HUF) through its
Karta Atul Bindal & Sh. Ashwani Bindal (HUF) through its Karta Sh. Ashwani
Bindal area 200 sq. yds. Finally, Sale Deed 22.09.2023 executed by Sh. Rattan
Lal Bindal (HUF) through its Karta Sh. Ashwani Bindal & Sh. Atul Bindal (HUF)
through its Karta Atul Bindal and & Ashwani Bindal (HUF) through its Karta Sh.
Ashwani Bindal in favour of Rekha Mahajan & Chander Shekhar & Sh. Anil
Dhawan & Sh. Kapil Gupta in respect of Property No. A-87/88, admeasuring
525 sq. yds., Now our above-mentioned client intends to mortgage the said
immovable property for his bonafide requirements to Cholamandalam
Investment and Finance Company Ltd. Whosoever is having any objection to
the said mortgage or anyone has claim or right or interest in the property shall
contact the undersigned with the objection within 07 days failing which it shall
be presumed that there stands no objections.
NEW DELHI     PRAGYA BHUSHAN ADVOCATE
DATE: 1/9/2025  Enrl. No. D/721/02

Office: L-27,GF,  Kailash Colony, New Delhi-48
Mob.: 9968006418
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northern hemisphere includes an updated H1N1 The surge in H1N1 viral infections in Delhi this year is 
component. It would not prevent every infection, but it strong enough to demand attention. It is not, however, 
can reduce the risk of severe disease, particularly among evidence of a new or unusually lethal virus. That 
those most vulnerable. That suggests a policy Delhi distinction matters. The state government put the 
should have had years ago: an annual influenza number of H1N1 cases as of August 27 at 2,729, out of 
programme, with vaccination offered before the seasonal 3,736 influenza A and B cases recorded overall. 
rise to older people, pregnant women, young children and Influenza A accounted for 3,447 cases, of which H1N1 is 
people with chronic illnesses—accompanied by a subtype that accounted for almost four-fifths. The 
systematic surveillance. Influenza is usually self-limiting, H1N1 strain, which has circulated among humans since 
but in those at risk it can lead to pneumonia, respiratory 2009, has since become established as a seasonal 
complications and, in severe cases, hospitalisation or influenza virus.
death.However, a second policy question remains. The However, the scale and nature of this year’s outbreak 
vaccine’s price is such that access to it cannot be left makes it stand out. Last year, another influenza A 
entirely to the private market. If vaccination is to form part subtype—H3N2—was more prominent in Delhi. And 

each rise in cases as an administrative surprise? of Delhi’s annual public health strategy, the government the Indian Council of Medical Research has found no 
Influenza viruses keep evolving, making annual vaccination must find a way to provide it free to the poorest and most evidence yet of a new threat or an unusual genetic shift in 

the practical way of reducing the risk of serious illness. vulnerable, and at subsidised rates to others who cannot the H1N1 to make it more virulent. That leaves a question 
The vaccine composition recommended by the World afford it. Price should not determine who among those Delhi has long been reluctant to confront: why does a city 
Health Organization for the 2026-27 season in the most vulnerable gets protection from serious disease.that knows influenza recurs every year continue to treat 

The Bishkek Balancing 
Act: How India’s dual 

engagements define its 
strategic autonomy

The downside of India’s infra push

Make affordable flu vaccine available to all in National Capital

When Prime Minister Narendra Modi met Russian 
President Vladimir Putin and Iranian President 
Masoud Pezeshkian in quick succession on the 
side-lines of the Shanghai Cooperation 
Organisation summit in Bishkek on August 31, he 
was doing more than managing two important 
bilateral relationships. He was making a larger 
statement about how India sees its place in a world 
increasingly divided by geopolitical conflict and 
competing blocs.The SCO itself is instructive. It 
brings together Russia, China, Iran, India, Pakistan 
and the Central Asian states, countries that the West 
views through very different lenses. Yet India is 
comfortable engaging all of them, even as it 
simultaneously deepens its relationships with the 
United States, Europe, Israel and the Gulf. That is 
not simply hedging. It is an assertion that India’s 
interests are too broad and its strategic choices too 
important to be defined by any single relationship.
The Modi-Putin meeting was particularly 
significant because it reaffirmed the depth and 
resilience of a relationship that has survived 
enormous geopolitical change. Defence, energy, 
trade and the wider international situation were on 
the agenda. Yet Modi also used the meeting to 
reiterate India’s position that the Ukraine conflict 
must move from continuing war towards an end to 
the war.The meeting with Pezeshkian carried a 
different but equally important message. Against 
the backdrop of the continuing West Asia crisis and 
the vulnerability of the Strait of Hormuz, Modi 
reiterated India’s preference for dialogue and 
diplomacy while emphasising the importance of 
safeguarding freedom of navigation and 
commerce.Two meetings, therefore, sent one broad 
signal: India will engage where its interests 
demand engagement, irrespective of the 
preferences of other powers.
The Middle Ground Under Pressure
The real question, however, is whether India can 
continue to occupy this middle ground - deeply 
engaged  wi th  Russ ia  and  I ran  whi le  
simultaneously managing an increasingly 
consequential relationship with Washington.The 
answer is still yes. But the price of strategic 
autonomy is rising.India’s relationship with Russia 
remains anchored in energy and defence. Russian 
crude has become an important component of 
India’s energy security, while the wider defence 
relationship remains substantial. But this 
deepening engagement now carries a more direct 
economic cost. The US Senate has passed the 
Lindsey Graham Act of 2026 by an 86–11 vote. In 
its present form, the legislation would authorise the 
US President to impose tariffs of up to 100 per cent 
on countries among the largest purchasers of 
Russian oil and gas, putting India and China 
squarely in the zone of risk.The important 
distinction is that this is no longer merely the threat 
of an executive action that can be negotiated away 
through bilateral diplomacy. It represents a broader 
congressional push to weaponise access to the US 
market against countries that continue significant 
commercial engagement with Russia.India has 
already experienced the costs of this approach. The 
question now is whether New Delhi will allow 
external pressure to determine its energy choices. 
Its answer so far has been clear: energy security, 
affordability and national interest remain the 
primary considerations.This does not mean India is 
indifferent to sanctions. Quite the opposite. It 
means that India is learning to navigate a world in 
which sanctions, tariffs, export controls and 
financial restrictions are increasingly being used as 
instruments of geopolitical power.That is a very 
different proposition from either joining a bloc or 
defying one.
The West Asia Conflict and the Energy Calculus
The crisis in West Asia has, if anything, reinforced 
the logic of India’s Russian engagement. India 
imports more than 80 per cent of its crude oil, 
making the security of maritime energy routes a 
strategic rather than merely commercial concern. 
Any prolonged disruption around the Gulf or the 
Strait of Hormuz immediately changes the risk 
calculation for New Delhi.

ZAs the images from Nepal horrify us, we must understand that disaster amid nature’s fury is often a failure of  management. Kerala and Assam, which face 
frequent floods, must scientifically reassess how the changing climate affects their unique geologies and move from disaster response to prevention

telephony and broadband networks. Governments, across money spent on the much-vaunted National Highways BY now, you know about the Subhash Chandra payout 
the  political spectrum, made it easier for builders to Development Project during the Vajpayee years came controversy. The facts are contested, but one thing is clear 
acquire land and construct multi-storeyed housing. Tax from the government.The UPA devised a new mechanism — several big lenders are unlikely to get back the 
rebates were given to home buyers to boost the real-estate of public-private partnership to build infrastructure on thousands of crores that they lent to the companies 
sector.But infrastructure projects required large capital steroids. In the 10 years of UPA rule, infrastructure loans associated with his Essel Group.This is the latest episode 
investments with delayed returns — a highway or power jumped tenfold, almost all of them coming from State-of an endless soap opera. Big companies take mega loans 
project would take years to complete, and even longer to owned banks. In some cases, almost all of a project’s for large projects; those projects turn out to be 
recover the costs through electricity bills and road tolls. financing turned out to be debt.economically unviable; they default on loan repayments; 
The answer was to reset the banking system, to make it lenders take over whatever assets are left and sell them to It is worth understanding how this worked, since it 

easier to issue large corporate loans for infrastructure recover some of their money; the assets fetch a fraction of effectively transferred all the risk on to the lenders. The 

the loan amount, and the rest has to be owners of Company A would set up a separate Company B 

written off. In business lingo, this is called for an infrastructure project, where they 

“taking a haircut” — the kind your mother had to invest 25-30% as equity. The 

forces you to get when you have let your owners would take a loan from a PSU 

locks grow fashionably wild.Most bank on the books of Company A, and 

commentators blame this continuous loan then use it to finance their equity 

write-off saga on an alleged corrupt nexus investment in Company B. In effect, PSU 

between politicians in power, officials banks had lent all of the money — partly 

running PSU banks and politically directly to Company B and the rest to 

connected corporates. Indeed, that is part Company A — leaving private players 

of the story. However, the reality is that with practically no skin in the game.
The reckless infrastructure spending was India would still have this problem of 

great for generating high economic corporate bad loans, and subsequent debt 
growth — after all, real capital write-off, even if the system were 
investments were being made and assets absolutely clean and honest. This is 
were being built. But most of these turned because of the infrastructure-led path of 
out to be economically unviable. Power economic growth that we have chosen 
companies couldn’t get State Electricity over the past four decades.

It began in the mid-1980s, when Soviet Boards to buy from them, highway 

socialism started to falter and fail, and projects were unable to collect enough 

neoliberalism took root in the West. toll, airports and ports incurred losses, the 

Equally important was the rise of the stock of unsold homes shot up.Private 

Asian Tigers — Singapore, South Korea, companies stopped paying back their 

Hong Kong and Taiwan. Our netas, babus loans, and they piled up as bad loans — 

and corporate honchos visited these euphemistically called Non-Performing 

nations, saw their swanky skyscrapers, Assets (NPAs) — on the books of banks. 
projects. Private players had to invest only 25-30% of the glitzy malls, superfast highways, multilayered flyovers The NPA crisis gave birth to a new insolvency and 
project’s cost as their own equity. PSU banks were and state-of-the-art ports and airports, and came back bankruptcy system, where lending agencies were 
nudged to lend the rest. The government would step in with a belief that Nehruvian socialism, with its empowered to take over the assets of defaulters and sell 
wherever there was a shortfall, either by lending through restrictions on the private sector and aesthetic distaste for them to recover their money. So far, only 30% of the 
specialised infrastructure finance institutions or directly consumerism, was holding India back.Economic policies money lent has been recovered. Banks have had to “write 
through budgetary funding.While that solved the funding slowly turned right from the mid-1980s, before finally off” the rest to clean up their balance sheets and be able to 
problem, the issue of revenues remained a sore point. completing a 180-degree turn towards liberalisation, lend again.What is more egregious is that a few big 
Private players realised very soon that it wasn’t going to privatisation and globalisation in 1991. The objective business houses have picked up the distressed assets for a 
be easy to recover their investments. Indians didn’t earn was to dramatically increase highway connectivity, build song, often using money borrowed from those same PSU 
enough to pay the tolls and rates needed to make the new ports, upgrade airports, generate more electricity, banks. It has led to monopoly control in several 
projects profitable. The Atal Bihari Vajpayee government build a world-class communication system and give infrastructure segments, including airports and real 
found a solution — it handed out highway contracts, middle-class consumers fancier homes and bigger estate.This is an inevitable design feature of private-
private players built the highways and earned tolls for a cars.Over the next two decades, laws were amended to sector-led, infrastructure-driven growth path in a country 
limited period, and then handed the highways back to the allow private companies to build, operate and earn from where only 5% of the population drives most of the 
State once they had earned enough. In fact, 90% of the highways, power stations, airports, ports, and mobile consumption. Corruption is simply its side effect.

Corporate bad loans and debt write-off are rooted in the economic growth path chosen by the nation

reservoir operations and flood management practices. biological processes to form; their loss through erosion We live in an era when changing rainfall patterns, floods, The lesson from Assam

Dam operating rules, reservoir storage, flood cushion and and landslides therefore cannot be quickly restored.landslides, heat waves and other extreme climatic events Assam provides an important parallel. The state has 
downstream risks must be reassessed under changing are no longer rare. As the devastation in Nepal—soon India's forecasting, Doppler radar, satellite observation, repeatedly suffered devastating floods, riverbank erosion 
climatic conditions. Reservoir sedimentation also after deadly floods in Kerala and Assam—showed, we lightning detection, automated weather stations and and landslides, causing substantial loss of life and 
requires continuous assessment because loss of storage must urgently adapt to live with climate change. numerical modelling capabilities have improved property. Last month’s severe events, which have claimed 
capacity can affect flood management. considerably. The real test begins after a warning is Yet, an important distinction must be made: rain itself is over 100 lives, illustrate its continuing vulnerability.
Controlled desiltation may be appropriate in selected not a disaster. Disaster results from the interaction of The state’s geological and geomorphological setting 
reservoirs after rigorous engineering and environmental natural hazards with vulnerable landscapes, inappropriate is fundamental to understanding this risk. The 
assessment. However, indiscriminate dredging of land use, inadequate scientific understanding, weak early- tectonically-active Himalayan region, the mighty 
natural rivers should be avoided. Groundwater deserves warning systems and delayed decisions.Kerala—where Brahmaputra and its highly braided channel system 
equal attention. Rivers are dynamic, physical, heavy monsoon rainfall is a natural feature—is create conditions conducive to recurrent flooding 
hydrogeological and ecological systems, not merely particularly exposed as it is marked by densely-packed and erosion. The river transports enormous 
drainage channels. Scientific mapping of aquifer valleys and extensive development along slopes and quantities of sand, silt and clay derived from the 
hydrodynamics, protection of recharge zones and floodplains. Intense, short rainfall can rapidly saturate the easily erodible tertiary formations of the young 
conservation of riverbeds and wetlands should become slopes, overwhelm drainage systems and transform Himalaya.Extreme rainfall and high-sediment loads 
i n t e g r a l  c o m p o n e n t s  o f  w a t e r - r e s o u r c e  streams into destructive torrents. Landslides occur when can alter channel morphology, intensify bank 
management.Kerala's highlands require stronger rainfall-induced saturation combines with geological erosion and reduce effective flood-carrying 
scientific understanding of slope stability. Rainfall is structure, soil thickness, weathering, slope geometry, capacity across extensive floodplains. The 1950 
only one trigger among several interacting factors. drainage and land-use conditions to destabilise slopes. earthquake, estimated at around 8.6 magnitude, 
Geological structure, soil properties, weathering, slope The problem is aggravated when wetlands are reclaimed, further demonstrates the region's intense tectonic 
geometry, drainage, vegetation and land-use changes drainage channels obstructed, floodplains encroached activity. It triggered numerous landslides and 
determine susceptibility.The disasters at Kavalappara upon and hill slopes modified for roads, buildings, introduced enormous sediment quantities into river 
and Puthumala in 2019, Pettimudi in 2020, Kokkayar plantations and infrastructure. Such interventions reduce systems, producing long-term geomorphological 
and Koottickal in 2021, and Mundakkai-Chooralmala in the natural capacity of the landscape to absorb, store and changes.Flood and landslide management in issued. An effective system must establish a clear chain: 
2024 demonstrate the devastating consequences of slope safely convey water.Kerala's 41 west-flowing rivers are Assam, therefore, cannot depend primarily on emergency forecast followed by hazard assessment, decision-
instability.Not just Kerala, several Indian states urgently generally short and steep, resulting in rapid hydrological response and relief. It requires integrated river-basin making, warning signal, evacuation, rescue and, finally, 
need high-resolution landslide-hazard mapping, responses during extreme rainfall. Flood risk, therefore, management, sediment monitoring, floodplain recovery.A warning has little value if vulnerable families 
continuous slope monitoring, detailed geological increases when river channels, floodplains and wetlands regulation, landslide-risk assessment and improved early-are not evacuated, dangerous roads remain open or 
investigations and scientifically-established rainfall are prevented from performing their natural functions. warning systems. Quarrying, deforestation and other downstream communities uninformed about rising 
thresholds. Research must directly influence land-use activities that destabilise slopes and drainage systems The devastating floods of 2018 had demonstrated the reservoir levels. It must reach fishermen at sea, farmers, 
decisions, road construction, quarrying regulations, must be strictly regulated. Large-scale ecological complex interaction between extreme rainfall, catchment travellers, residents beneath unstable slopes and families 
building permissions and evacuation plans. restoration and afforestation are particularly important in conditions, reservoir storage and dam operations. Kerala living near rivers. Messages should be location-specific, 
Mountain soils require extremely long geological and vulnerable catchments.should undertake independent scientific assessments of simple and actionable.

Human follies worsen natural calamities

If vaccination is to form part of Delhi’s annual public health strategy, the government must find a 

way to make it accessible for the most vulnerable
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