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Ghaziabad.(Agency)
A 28-year-old man sustained serious 

injuries on Tuesday after his motorcycle 
rammed into a mixer truck which had 
suddenly applied brakes seconds earlier 
and become stationary o the Dwarka 
Expressway.The injured, Alok 
Kumar, is a resident of 
Sikanderpur.

According to the complaint filed 
by his brother Ankit Mishra, 
they were returning home on 
separate motorcycles after 
finishing work when the 
accident took place. “As Alok 
reached a stretch near the 
expressway, a mixer truck, 
allegedly being driven at high 
speed, applied sudden brakes 
in the middle of the road. 
Alok’s motorcycle crashed 
into the rear of the truck,” the complaint 
stated.

The truck driver fled the spot, leaving 
behind the vehicle.Ankit, who was riding 
behind, rushed to his brother and arranged 

a vehicle to take him to a private hospital 
in Sector 90, where he was admitted with 
severe injuries and excessive blood loss.

Police said the injured was declared unfit 
for statement at the hospital. Based on the 
complaint and medico-legal certificate 

(MLC), an FIR was registered under 
sections 281 (rash driving) and 125(a) (act 
endangering life) of the BNS at the Sector 
37 police station.“We are looking at the 
details of the owner of the truck and will 
send a notice to them. A team is also 

analysing CCTV footage and trying to 
nab the truck driver,” an officer said.

In a separate incident, an 11-year-old boy 
was injured after the autorickshaw he was 
travelling in overturned near Hanuman 
Mandir in Bilaspur on Monday. The child, 

Dev Kumar, accompanied by his 
mother, was going to school when 
the accident occurred.His father, 
Billa, in his complaint, stated that the 
autorickshaw driver was driving 
negligently. The boy suffered 
injuries to his head, leg and chest in 
the accident and was taken to a 
private hospital in Sector 87, where 
he was declared unfit to make a 
statement.Police registered a case 
under sections 125(a) and 281 of the 
BNS after the father approached the 
police station on Thursday.

An officer said, “We are looking at the 
sequence of events to determine the cause 
of the accident. The auto driver is also 
being identified and necessary action will 
be taken against him as per legal 
procedures.”

Rain, thunderstorms, high winds 
likely in Gurgaon on weekend

Mixer truck applies sudden brakes & causes rear-end 
crash on Dwarka eway, biker critically injured

Ghaziabad man gets 2 years’ jail for 
not returning wife’s belongings

Gurgaon.(Agency)
The Central Goods and Services Tax 

(CGST) department on Friday busted a 
racket in tax evasion — to the tune of Rs 
10 crore — after a raid at pan masala 
manufacturing units in Gurgaon and 
Mewat.CGST arrested a key accused, 
who allegedly orchestrated the illegal 
manufacturing activities by appointing 
his employees as dummy directors in the 
companies. Vijay Kumar Agarwal was 
produced before an additional chief 
judicial magistrate court and remanded to 
14 days of judicial custody. CGST also 
seized several unregistered machines 
operating covertly.The total evasion of 
central excise duty is estimated at over Rs 
8 crore, along with cess, for a short period 
of two months from Feb 1, 2026 to March 
31, 2026. According to officials, the units 
were engaged in large-scale unaccounted 
production and supply of pan masala to 
evade statutory taxes.CGST said 
preliminary investigation “indicates 
deliberate suppression” of production and 
clandestine removal of excisable goods. 
Under CGST rules, manufacturers are 
required to pay Rs 1 crore per machine 
annually, in addition to GST on the 
finished products. By hiding multiple 
operating machines, the firm allegedly 
avoided substantial tax liabilities. The 
raid revealed a systematic setup designed 
to bypass registration and underreport 
production.Agarwal, engaged in the real 
estate business, was behind the 
clandestine production and clearance of 
pan masala and jarda — processed 
chewing tobacco used with paan — 
products without payment of applicable 
duty and cess. “Investigation is underway 
to uncover the complete modus operandi 
and to identify other beneficiaries 
involved in the racket,” a CGST officer 
said.CGST officials have initiated 
proceedings to recover tax dues, impose 
penalties and assess the total evasion 
amount. The crackdown is part of an 
intensified drive to curb tax leakage in the 
pan masala and tobacco sector, known for 
high revenue risks.two companies 
registered in Gurgaon and Mewat. 

DEHLI/NCR

Roads under water; trees & poles 
uprooted: Cities on knees again

Noida/Ghaziabad. The showers that started Friday 
and continued on Sunday has led to heavy 
waterlogging in Noida and Ghaziabad.

A park for children in Noida Sector 51 has turned into 
a shallow pool, while parks and green belts in 
sectors 119, 12, 30, 120, etc., also remained out of 
bounds due to flooding.Low-lying areas, like 
Botanical Garden Metro station in Noida and Jagat 
Farm Market in Greater Noida, are under at least 
two feet of water. Meanwhile, residents reported 
flooded roads and basements in Noida sectors 22, 
30, 36, 51, 62, 71, 104, 105, 72, 117, 122, 99, 
etc.The picture is similar in Ghaziabad, with Abhay 
Khand, Loni, and Muradnagar facing waterlogging.

Late on Sunday, following reports of 12 people stuck 
in Tronica City due to heavy waterlogging, a team 
of Ghaziabad NDRF carried out a rescue operation. 
Considering a warning of heavy rain ahead, NDRF 
teams are on high alert for emergency response in 
Noida and Ghaziabad.Residents blamed the 
authorities for not taking adequate measures to 
check flooding.“The Noida Authority failed to 
prepare for the monsoon in advance. All its claims 
have fallen flat. In Sector 51, people are wading 
through one-and-a-half feet to two feet of water. 
The Sunday showers also left houses and basements 
flooded.

News box

Youth fires at man for 
objecting to rash driving in 
Faridabad, flees leaving gun 
behind

GURGAON.(Agency)
A dispute over rash driving in Faridabad's Ballabgarh 

escalated dramatically after a youth allegedly opened 
fire at a man who had asked him to slow down.

A police complaint has been filed in the matter.
The incident took place on Balaji College Road under the 

Adarsh Nagar police station limits. The complainant, 
Vivek, said he was heading to work around 10.30am 
when he noticed a youth riding a motorcycle recklessly 
with a young woman seated behind him. When he 
objected and asked the rider to drive properly, an 
argument broke out between the two.

"The situation escalated quickly, and the youth, along 
with the woman, started assaulting him," an officer said.

Vivek told police that during the altercation, the youth 
pulled out a pistol from his bag and pointed it at him. He 
added that he tried to snatch the weapon to defend 
himself, and during the scuffle, a shot was fired that 
grazed his face.Before the accused could fire another 
round, Vivek managed to take away the pistol. Hearing 
the gunshot, locals gathered at the spot, prompting the 
accused and the woman to flee. In their haste, they 
abandoned their bag, the firearm and the motorcycle at 
the scene.Police teams reached the spot after receiving 
information and took the seized items into custody. An 
officer said, "CCTV footage from the area is being 
examined to identify and trace the accused. Efforts are 
underway to arrest both the youth and the woman 
involved in the incident."

Gurgaon.(Agency)
The city witnessed light rain in some parts 

of the city on Friday evening, bringing 
down the temperature by nearly three 
degrees. The day started on a partly 
cloudy note and a sunny afternoon. By 
evening, the city witnessed a light rain 
spell, accompanied by gusty winds up to 
speeds of 40 kmph.IMD issued an orange 
alert for Friday and Saturday, warning of 
thunderstorms, lightning and strong 
winds ranging between 40 kmph and 70 
kmph. Light to moderate rainfall is likely 
to continue through Saturday under the 
inf luence of  an act ive western 
disturbance.

The maximum temperature settled at 
32.8°C, a slight drop from 35.9°C 
recorded a day earlier. The minimum 
temperature was recorded at 22.4°C at the 

Gurgaon KVK observatory, while the 
NorthCap University monitoring station 
registered a minimum of 22.6°C.

Meteorologists said two successive western 
disturbances are expected to affect 
northwest India this week, with peak 
activity on April 3-4 and again around 
April 7.The current system is seen as a 
cyclonic  c irculat ion over  south 

Afghanistan and adjoining Pakistan, 
extending from lower to upper 
tropospheric levels. Additionally, upper-
air cyclonic circulations over northeast 
Pakistan and Haryana are further 
intensifying atmospheric activity over the 
region, increasing the likelihood of 
thunderstorms and gusty winds.

Compared to Thursday, the average 
maximum temperature saw a drop of 
3.6°C and remained 1.7°C below normal 
for the state. The highest maximum 
temperature in Haryana was recorded at 
34.8°C in Nuh.“A gradual fall in 
maximum temperatures by 3-5°C across 
Haryana till April 4, followed by a slight 
rise of 2-3°C on April 5 and 6. Another dip 
of 3-5°C is expected between April 7 and 
9. Temperatures are likely to remain 
normal to below normal till April 9,” the 

GURGAON.(Agency)
 A Kavinagar man was sentenced to two 

years in jail under Section 406 of the IPC 
(criminal breach of trust) for failing to 
return assets belonging to his wife. The 
couple married in 2008, and the case 
seeking the return of household items 
given to the groom by the woman’s 
parents, along with a separate dowry 
case, has been pending for more than 14 
years. A fine of Rs 5,000 was also 
imposed.Additional chief judicial 
magistrate Sharjil Khan said that a 
review of the list of belongings filed on 
record and the legal notice dated Dec 22, 
2011, reveals that the complainant, Niraj 
alias Malishka, requested the return of 
her belongings from the accused 
Sandeep Rana, which were not returned 
even after the notice was served. Rana 
himself stated in cross-examination that 
he possessed many of the items 
mentioned in the list. The accused’s 

contradictory statements supported 
Niraj’s claim that he misappropriated 
her belongings.

The matter is linked to an FIR 
registered with the Kavinagar police 
station for criminal breach of trust, 
which is linked to another case of 
dowry, causing hurt and criminal 
intimidation.Niraj told the court that 
she married Rana on July 11, 2008. 
She claimed her parents spent about 
Rs 10 lakh on bridal gifts at the time 
of the wedding. However, her in-laws 
demanded an extra Rs 4 lakh as 
dowry. When her family could not 
meet that demand, she was forced to 
cut ties with her maternal family and 
was later thrown out of the house 
while she was pregnant on Jan 4, 
2010.She presented a list of items that 
were given to her during marriage and 
also produced a copy of the legal 
notice that she served upon Rana on Dec 

22, 2011. The notice went unanswered, 
following which a case of criminal 

breach of trust was filed against Rana 
and his mother, Rashmi Singh, who 
later died in the course of the case 
proceedings and her name was abated.

Niraj told the court that her divorce case 
is still pending for a hearing. 
Meanwhile, her estranged husband has 
been disposing of all her bridal 
gifts—items she has been asking for 
ever since she was forced to leave her 
matrimonial home in 2010.Niraj and 
her father, Jitendra Singh, appeared as 
prosecution witnesses, whereas 
Sandeep and his brother-in-law 
testified as defence witnesses.Having 
heard both sides, the court observed 
that the statements of witnesses reveal 
that Niraj was given household items, 
furniture, jewellery and Rs 2,50,000 in 
cash by her father at the time of her 
marriage and keeping in view Rana’s 
contradictory statements, declared him 

guilty of criminal breach of trust.

Pan masala unit busted for 
Rs 10-crore tax evasion in 
Haryana, covert machines 

seized; one held

‘Infra checks must before nod’: Expert panel’s S+4 
policy roadmap back in focus after HC stay

NOIDA.(Agency)
 Long queues, frayed tempers and instances of cylinders 

being snatched from delivery vans continue to play out 
outside gas agencies in Noida and Ghaziabad, even as 
officials insist that supplies have nearly stabilised since 
the disruption triggered by the West Asia conflict earlier 
this month.According to officials, it is anxiety that is 
fuelling this “chaos”. “Consumers, unsure of timely 
deliveries, are rushing to agencies within a day of 
booking instead of waiting the standard 48 hours. Many 
in these queues already have confirmed bookings, but 
prefer not to risk delays. This is leading to crowding and 
disorder at distribution points,” an official said.

The situation is worse for those without valid LPG 
connections — a group heavily reliant on the black 
market until now. With illegal supply chains drying up, 
many such users have begun approaching authorised 
agencies, often unsuccessfully. In some areas, this 
desperation has escalated into mobs intercepting 
delivery vehicles and forcibly taking cylinders away 
with them. As a result, this has disrupted supply for 
legitimate consumers.Officials said several such 
incidents had occurred in Harola (Sector 5), Gejha 
(Sector 93) and Sector 23, where crowds gathered as 
early as 7am and rushed to intercept delivery vans.

Cracker sparks burn down 3 shops, 6 bikes

Gurgaon.(Agency)
Haryana govt’s expert committee report on 

stilt-plus-four (S+4) residential buildings 
has returned to the centre of legal and 
planning debate after Punjab and Haryana 
high court stayed the policy, citing 
inadequate infrastructure and apparent 
dilution of key safeguards proposed by 
the panel.Hearing a batch of petitions, HC 
restrained the state govt from acting on its 
July 2, 2024, notification that allowed 
S+4 floors on residential plots. It 
underlined that infrastructure capacity 
could not be ignored while permitting 
high-density construction.The expert 
committee report filed in June 2023 
proposed a detailed framework for 
allowing S+4 buildings, but only with 
riders. Its central recommendation was a 
mandatory infrastructure capacity audit 
before any additional floors were 
permitted, especially in developed 
sectors.The committee said S+4 buildings 
in existing colonies should be allowed 
only in blocks abutting roads at least 12 
metres wide and supported by adequate, 
or augmentable, infrastructure, including 
water supply, sewerage, drainage and 
parking. The revised rules, however, 
extended permissions in HSVP sectors to 
roads as narrow as 10 metres, prompting 
concerns that the policy had moved away 
f rom the  commi t t ee ’s  o r ig ina l  
framework.The panel also prescribed a 

clear implementation sequence — 
preparation of a standard operating 
procedure (SOP), submission of a 
detailed audit report within three months, 
and final approval by the deputy 
commissioner after technical verification. 
The high court observed that the audit 
mechanism was necessary to prevent 
further strain on civic infrastructure, 
which is already under pressure in many 
parts of Gurgaon.A key finding of the 
report was the distinction between new 
and existing sectors. The committee 
supported S+4 buildings in upcoming 
areas where infrastructure could be 
planned in advance, but warned against 
blanket approvals in older colonies where 
c i v i c  s y s t e m s  w e r e  a l r e a d y  
stretched.Consultations held across 
Gurgaon, Faridabad and Panchkula 
recorded recurring concerns from 
stakeholders. These included internal 
roads effectively reduced to 4-5 metres 
because of encroachments and utilities, 
acute parking shortages,  traffic 
congestion, structural risks to adjoining 
buildings, misuse of stilt areas for 
commercial purposes, and mounting 
pressure on sewer, drainage and water 
networks.The report also flagged that a 
large number of permissions were being 
granted on narrow roads and small plots, 
raising questions about long-term 
sustainability.Official data cited in the 

report showed that by March 2023, 
around 24,600 building plans had been 
approved and more than 11,400 
occupation certificates issued, indicating 
that the policy had already been 
implemented at scale even before the 
revised notification.After the 2024 
changes, approvals accelerated further. In 
the city alone, 7,000 to 8,000 building 
plans were sanctioned in colonies and 
sectors, and more than 1,500 occupation 
certificates were issued. While this 
reflected strong uptake, it also coincided 
with growing complaints from residents 
o v e r  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  s t r e s s  a n d  
deteriorating quality of life.The 
committee’s recommendations went 
beyond the question of whether S+4 
construction should be allowed. It called 
for revisions to Haryana Building Code, 
2017, strict action against misuse of stilt 
parking, grievance redress mechanisms, 
mandatory structural safety norms, 
linkage of permissions to infrastructure 
augmentation plans, and regular public 
disclosure of approvals.Most importantly, 
the panel stressed that permissions in 
many cases should follow prior 
infrastructure upgrades, not run parallel to 
construction or come afterward.HC’s 
interim order reflected many of these 
concerns. It observed that roads, sewer 
systems and drainage network in the city 
were already under severe pressure and 

might not be able to absorb increased 
density without advance upgrades.

LPG supply rebounds in Noida 
and Ghaziabad, but panic 
triggers queues at agencies

Noida.(Agency)
Excise department will add 25 new liquor 

shops in the new financial year, with an 
e-lottery scheduled for April 9. The 
move is expected to generate around Rs 
30 crore in additional revenue.

District excise officer Subodh Kumar 
said there will be 23 new country liquor 
shops and two composite liquor shops. 
“With the addition of these shops, the 
total number of liquor vends in the 
district will increase from 501 to 526,” 
he said.At present, Gautam Budh Nagar 
has 501 retail liquor shops, comprising 
234 country liquor shops, 239 
composite liquor shops, one bhaang 
shop and 27 model shops.

Officials added that five shops from the 
previous financial year — four model 
shops and one country liquor shop — 
whose licences could not be renewed 
will also be included in the fresh 

allotment process. “A total of 30 shops 
will be allotted through the e-lottery, 
including the new shops and those 
pending from last year,” an excise 
official said.The department has 
already opened applications for e-
lottery, with varying fee structures 
depending on the type of shop. The 
application fee for country liquor shops 
ranges between Rs 40,000 and Rs 
65,000 and for the composite shops, it is 
between Rs 55,000 and Rs 90,000. For 
model shops, applicants will have to 
pay between Rs 60,000 and Rs 1 lakh.

“The application fees are separate from 
the licence fees. Once a liquor shop is 
allotted through the e-lottery system, 
the chosen applicant is required to pay a 
licence fee,” Kumar said. “The licence 
cost varies depending on the location of 
the shop and its projected revenue 
potential.

Co staffer, aide held for 

abducting colleague, forcing 

him to transfer Rs2.5L

GURGAON.(Agency)
A store manager at a jewellery shop on Golf Course Road 

allegedly fled with Rs 1.28 lakh and 20 gold rings from a 
jewellery store on Golf Course Road.

The theft took place at House of Ring, where the accused, 
Vishal Yadav, was employed as a store manager. 
Complainant Sumit Garg alleged that the employee 
absconded with the stolen cash and jewellery and 
sought strict legal action along with recovery of the 
valuables.CCTV footage from the shop allegedly 
captured the accused pocketing cash. A detailed check 
of the store later revealed that Rs 1.28 lakh in cash and 
20 gold rings were missing.Police have registered an 
FIR against the suspect under Section 306 (theft by a 
clerk or servant of property in possession of their 
employer) of BNS at DLF Phase 1 police station.

In a separate incident, Mandeep Kumar, a legal executive 
with SG EncoN (Reliance Jio), lodged a complaint 
pertaining to theft of a 1.74 KW SMPS unit from a 
telecom tower located at Nathupur village in DLF Phase 
3.According to the complaint, the theft came to light on 
March 25 after a site alarm was triggered. Technician 
Vivek Anand reached the location and found the 
equipment missing. The company staff attempted to 
trace the stolen unit but were unsuccessful, following 
which the matter was revealed to police, following 
which a case was registered at DLF Phase 3 police 
station.Police said both matters are under investigation. 
Cases have been registered under relevant provisions of 
BNS and teams have been deployed to trace the accused 
in the jewellery theft and identify those involved in the 
telecom equipment theft.

‘Burning diya’ sparks fire in 
Ghaziabad highrise flat

Jewellery shop manager 
steals cash, 20 gold rings

Noida to add 25 liquor shops, e-lottery on April 9

Ghaziabad.(Agency)
An apartment on the third floor of a high-rise society was 

gutted in a fire that broke out around 1pm on Friday. 
There were no casualties as the family living in the flat 
had gone out. However, the fire department officials said 
there was a heavy property damage.A video accessed by 
TOI shows flames rushing through the flat and smoke 
billowing out of the balcony of Classic Residency. The 
smoke affected the residents living in the upper 
floors.“We noticed the fire around 1pm. Immediately, 
the maintenance staff and security guard tried to put out 
the flames with the fire equipment we have in the 
society. We informed the fire department and tried to 
control the situation,” a resident of the society said.AOA 
president of the society Vikash Chaudhary said the fire 
department took a long time to respond to their call. 
There are more than 40 high-rise societies in Raj Nagar 
Extension, but there is no fire station in the area, and the 
nearest fire station is in the Kotwali area, which is 30 
minutes away.Ghaziabad’s chief fire officer Rahul Pal 
said they were informed about the fire at 1.21 pm.
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Gurugram: According
to the police, the accident
took place near Lalji
Hospital in Sector 12 at
around 1 am on Friday.
The two men were riding
towards Old Railway road
when a speeding Tata
Punch car hit their motor-
cycle from behind. Both
youths sustained serious
injuries and were taken to a
private hospital, where
doctors declared them
dead. Bystanders appre-
hended the car driver and
handed him over to the
police. The deceased were
identified as Rohit Kumar
(26), a resident of Jadra vil-
lage in Rewari district, and
Abhishek Kumar (27), a
resident of Rewari Khera
village in Bhiwani district.
Rohit had been working as
a data entry operator on a
contractual basis at the ED
zonal office in Gurugram
for the past two years. He

lived in rented accommo-
dation in Mianwali Colony.
Abhishek worked for a
property dealer and lived

in a rented house in
Mahavir Nagar,
Gurugram. The police said
the two men were friends

and were returning home
on a motorcycle when the
accident occurred.
Insurance “An FIR has

been registered at the
Sector 14 police station and
the accused car driver has
been arrested. The

accused has been identi-
fied as Priyanshu Gupta, a
resident of Adarsh Nagar,
Gurugram. We are ques-

tioning him and further
investigation is underway,”
a senior police officer said.
Two youths riding a motor-

cycle were killed in an acci-
dent near Sector 90 chowk
when a speeding private
bus collided with their bike
on Thursday night. Both
died on the spot, while the
bus driver fled the scene
after abandoning the vehi-
cle. The police registered
an FIR and seized the bus.
According to the police,
the deceased were identi-
fied as Aniruddh (20), a
resident of Phogat village,
and Atul (22), a resident of
Sanwad village in Charkhi
Dadri district. They had
arrived in Gurugram from
Charkhi Dadri on
Thursday afternoon for
personal work. Later that
evening, they were travel-
ling from Yaduvanshi
School towards Sector 90
chowk, with Atul riding the
motorcycle and Aniruddh
sitting pillion. The accident
took place near Gulmohar
Farmhouse in the Sector

93 area when the driver of
an oncoming private bus
collided head-on with
their motorcycle. The
impact was so severe that
both youths sustained
critical injuries.
Bystanders rushed them
to a nearby hospital,
where doctors declared
them dead. After the acci-
dent, the bus driver aban-
doned the vehicle and fled
the scene. The police
seized the bus and
launched an investigation
to identify the driver. “An
FIR has been registered
and footage from CCTV
cameras in the area is
being examined. The bus
driver will soon be identi-
fied and arrested. The
bodies of the deceased
were handed over to their
families after post-
mortem examinations on
Friday,” a senior police
officer said.

4 killed in separate
road accidents in Gurugram

New Delhi: The police
said the syndicate was
involved in robbery, cheating
and other cognisable
offences across several
states for financial gains.
Khan, a resident of Ambiwali
in Mumbai, has been found
involved in around 38 crimi-
nal cases or involvements

across Delhi, Rajasthan,
Uttar Pradesh and Haryana,
according to the police. The
action followed investigation
in a case registered at the
DBG Road police station in
connection with the robbery
of Rs 18.84 lakh on October
23 last year. During investiga-
tion, the police allegedly
found evidence of Khan oper-
ating an organised crime
syndicate with several associ-
ates. After a proposal was
prepared based on the evi-
dence collected during the

investigation, the competent
authority granted approval
under Section 23(1)(a) of the
MCOCA. Subsequently, a
separate case under Section
3 of the MCOCA was regis-
tered at the DBG Road police
station. The police said one
of the accused, Ali Chunna,
alias Raja (42), was arrested

from Shaheen Bagh on
August 10 following sus-
tained technical surveillance
and human intelligence.
Chunna had earlier been
arrested in the DBG Road
robbery case, but was
allegedly absconding after
being granted bail.
According to the police,
Chunna allegedly provided
transportation to other mem-
bers of the syndicate for com-
mitting offences. A Bolero
registered in his name was
seized from co-accused
Nasir Hafiz. Investigators

have also found that its main-
tenance and loan instalments
were allegedly paid from
money generated through
criminal activities. The sec-
ond accused, Akbar Ali, alias
Kabir (35), was apprehended
from Silvassa in Dadra and
Nagar Haveli on August 17
with the help of the local
police. He was traced after
investigators monitored his
mobile number and that of
his wife and found that he
was travelling towards
Silvassa. The police also
seized a Hyundai Creta and
two mobile phones belong-
ing to Chunna and his wife,
which investigators suspect
may contain information
about other gang members.
ExploringTrue Crime
Books And Documentaries
Further investigation is on to
establish the roles of other
members and facilitators,
trace the alleged financial
and logistical support net-
work, identify proceeds of
crime and ascertain the syn-
dicate’s inter-state opera-
tions, the police said.

2 members of Irani gang held;
kingpin booked under MCOCA

New Delhi: The
Municipal Corporation of
Delhi (MCD) on Friday
flagged off the ‘Mosquito
Terminator Train-2026’ as
part of its campaign to curb
mosquito breeding along
railway tracks in the Capital.
The train will cover around
75 km of railway tracks and
adjoining areas in its first
phase. PestControl MCD
Mayor Pravesh Wahi
flagged off the train from
the New Delhi railway sta-
tion in the presence of pub-
lic health officer Dr Ashok
Rawat and senior officials of
the civic body and the
Northern Railway. The cam-
paign, a joint initiative of the
MCD and the Northern
Railway, will focus on low-
lying and waterlogged areas
along railway tracks where
anti-larval insecticides will
be sprayed to break the
mosquito breeding cycle.

Power spray tankers will
accompany the train to
reach areas that are difficult
to access manually. The
MCD said it had carried out
special cleanliness drives
along railway tracks and
adjoining areas before the
launch and identified poten-
tial mosquito-breeding
spots. The anti-larval opera-
tions will continue till
September. The drive will
progressively cover several
railway corridors across the
city, including New Delhi-
Rathdhana, Adarsh Nagar-
Badli, Delhi Junction, Delhi
Shahdara, Hazrat
Nizamuddin, Lajpat Nagar,
Sarai Rohilla, Patel Nagar,
Safdarjung, Kishanganj,

Sadar Bazar, Delhi Cantt,
P a l a m - G u r u g r a m ,
Faridabad and Okhla-
Tughlakabad. Wahi said
water accumulation around
railway tracks and in low-
lying areas during the mon-
soon increases the risk of
mosquito breeding, making
early intervention crucial.
He appealed to residents to
regularly clean coolers and
water tanks and prevent
water from accumulating
around their homes and
workplaces.

Delhi Mayor flags off
‘Mosquito Terminator Train’

15-minute journeys stretch to
an hour, claims netizens

New Delhii: Delhi faced widespread traffic conges-
tion late Friday night, with commuters reporting long
delays across several key corridors, including the Ring
Road, Outer Ring Road, Modi Mill flyover, Savitri fly-
over, GK-2, Pragati Maidan, ITO and Preet Vihar.
Several posts on X around late night reportedly
described the capital as being “a choke point”, alleging
that traffic signals were not functioning at some loca-
tions and that encroachments were further narrowing
already congested roads. Posts claimed that journeys
normally completed in about 15 minutes were taking up
to an hour, and in some cases longer. The congestion
came on a day when traffic movement around central
Delhi was also affected by Rahul Gandhi’s protest out-
side Parliament Street police station, where roads were
closed during his sit-in over the alleged injuries suffered
by a protester during the July 20 demonstration. Jantar
Mantar's anti-reservation agitation mainly affected the
traffic in New Delhi district. GeographicReference The
wider congestion was reported across South, Central
and East Delhi. The spread of reported bottlenecks
across major arterial routes has once again brought
Delhi’s traffic management, signal functioning and road
encroachments into focus, particularly during periods
when disruption at one major corridor can quickly affect
adjoining routes.
Enraged by Insta pic with sister, 19-year-old

stabs man to death in UP's Shahjahanpur
Shahjahanpur (UP): Superintendent of Police (SP)

Saurabh Dixit told PTI that Gautam Maurya, a bicycle
mechanic from Kamal-Lenpur village within the Kant
police station limits, was returning from his fields at
around 10 pm on Friday when Sameer Ali (19) and his
associates attacked him. Citing the case FIR, Dixit said
Sameer stabbed Gautam multiple times with a sharp-
edged weapon, killing him on the spot. On hearing his
screams, villagers caught hold of Sameer and handed
him over to police. When police took the accused to the
fields on Saturday morning to search for the murder
weapon, Sameer retrieved the knife he had discarded
and attempted to flee after attacking a constable, the SP
said. Police fired in self-defence, with one bullet hitting
the accused on his right leg, he said. A video is also cir-
culating on social media, in which the accused claims,
"Gautam did something wrong to my sister, so I killed
him." When questioned by villagers, the accused said,
"Yes, I killed him." During questioning, the accused said
he was enraged after seeing Gautam post a photo with
his cousin sister on Instagram on July 12. The accused
is presently undergoing treatment at a government
medical college. Three of his associates have also been
detained for questioning, police said.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Upon Instructions and Behalf of my
Client Mr. Mainpal Singh S/o
Dharampal Singh resident of H.No-
43, Village- Jawli Loni Ghaziabad
Uttar Pradesh -201102 is owner of
Property area measuring 50 Sq.
yards vide Sale deed dated 30-03-
2026 no. 3972 executed by Shri
Vijender Tiwari S/o Late Shri
Rajmani Tiwari in favour of Shri
Mainpal Singh S/o Shri Dharampal
Singh located at, out of Khasra No.
242 Min, Situated at Indira Garden
Rajender Nagar, Industrial Area
Residential Hadbast Village
Sahibabad, Pargana Loni, Tehsil &
District Ghaziabad. The said prop-
erty is free from all sorts of encum-
brance, lien, charges, mortgages,
etc. and he have clear and mar-
ketable title and possession of the
property. He has Lost Title docu-
ments with respect to above men-
tioned prperty including Original
Sale Deed dated 11.07.1996 exe-
cuted by Mrs. Brijbala Gaur W/o
Mr. Omprakash Gaur in favour of
Mrs. Urmila Devi W/o Mr. Rajmani
Tiwari bad, Uttar Pradesh. (Regd.
Vide Document No. 3627, in Book
No. 1, Volume No. 1065/1099, on
Pages No. 175//608/611, SRO:
Dadri, Distt. Ghaziabad.an FIR for
the same is also done vide
Application LR No. 580718/2026
Crime Branch Delhi He is Taking
Loan against the above mentioned
property from AU Small Finance
Bank Ltd. If anybody having any
objection and found above men-
tioned deed kindly contact on
9958138351 or Bank Branch with-
in 7 days Of Publication.

(Advocate ashwani kumar) 
Chamber no-122 Tehsil

Ghaziabad 

PUBLIC NOTICE
My Client Mrs. Pooja Kumari W/o
Lakhan Mahto R/o KH..No-368,
1/2 Extended Lal Dora Garhi Near
Mother Pride School Ali pur, distt.
North West Delhi+110036 is owner
of Prop 01-03-2021 Registered as
Documents No-521, executed by
M/s Sunrise Property Solution with
respect to plot area measuring 40
Sq Yards out of khasra No 36,
hereinafter refer sorts of encum-
brance, lien, charges, mortgages,
etc. and he has clear and mar-
ketable title and possession of the
property. He has Lost Original ATS
& Will dated 22.02.2021 exe M/s.
Sunrise Property Solution through
its Partner Mr. Nar Singh S/o Mr.
Ishwar Singh in respect of
Residential Property of Land Area
Measuring 917 Sq. Yds. (Approx.),
out of Kha My client is Taking Loan
against the above-mentioned prop-
erty from AU Sm Alipur, Delhi-
110036. A complaint/FIR for the
same is also done vide Application
LR No580520 Crime Branch  delhi
above mentioned deed kindly con-
tact on 9958138351 or Sec 15
Branch of AU Small Finance Bank
within 7 days of Publication.

(Advocate Ashwani kumar) 
Chamber no-122 Tehsil

Ghaziabad 

NAME CHANGE
I, No. 14664194H Rank-NK Name-
SUBODH SINGH YADAV legal
father of  HIMANSHU YADAV
residing of VILL-GILAT BAZAR,
PO-CANTT VARANASI, DIST-
VARANASI, UTTAR PRADESH-
221002, have changed my minor
son’s name from HIMANSHU
YADAV to KUSHANK YADAV for
all future purposes vide affidavit
dated 26/08/2026 Before Notary
Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, No. 14664194H Rank-NK Name-
SUBODH SINGH YADAV legal father
of   PRIYANSHU YADAV  residing of
VILL-GILAT BAZAR, PO-CANTT
VARANASI, DIST-VARANASI,
UTTAR PRADESH-221002, have
changed my minor son’s name from
PRIYANSHU YADAV to UJJWAL
YADAV for all future purposes vide
affidavit dated 26/08/2026 Before
Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I Umesh Srivastva S/o Krishan
Kishore Srivastav R/o 2091/16 Sector
16, Kheri Kalan, Faridabad - 121002
have changed my name to Umesh
Srivastav for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, AHMED FARAAZ S/O WASEEM
AHMED ALVI residing at 3537, FIRST
FLOOR, JATWARA STREET, DARYA
GANJ, DELHI-110002, Declare that
my given name is AHMED and my sur-
name is FARAAZ.

NAME CHANGE
I, NO-15732257X, Rank-L/NK Name-
CHOUGALE VIJAY VILAS residing at
NARAKE GALLI, CHIMAGAON
TALUKA KAGAL, CHIMAGAON,
MURGUD, KOLHAPUR, MAHA-
RASHTRA-416219 have changed my
wife’s name from CHOUGALE
SUPRIYA VIJAY to SUPRIYA VIJAY
CHOUGALE for all future purposes
vide Affidavit dated 26/08/2026 before
Notary Public Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, REKHA BUNDELA wife of No.-
4089165K, Rank-HAV, Name-JEE-
TENDRA SINGH residing at VILL-
CHOTA LAXMANPURA, PO-
BARA KIRATPURA, TEHSIL &
DIST-CHHATARPUR, MADHYA
PRADESH-471201, have changed
my name from REKHA BUNDELA
to REKHA for all future purposes
vide Affidavit dated 26/08/2026
before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, hitherto known as SANTOSH
KAUR W/O GURBAKSH SINGH
R/O House No-WZ-IIIRD B-63, Near
Bhatta Sahib Gurudwara, Vishnu
Garden, PO: Tilak Nagar, DIST:
West Delhi, Delhi-110018 have
changed my name and shall here-
after be known as JASBIR KAUR.

NAME CHANGE
I, JYOTHI REDDY wife of JC-
334042X, Rank-SUB MAJ, Name-V
RAGHAVENDRA REDDY residing
at HOUSE NO-24-5-1/11, FLAT NO-
502, KALYANI CLASSIC APART-
MENT, VUDA COLONY, GAJUWA-
KA, VISAKHAPATNAM, ANDHRA
PRADESH-530044, have changed
my name from JYOTHI REDDY to R
JYOTHI for all future purposes vide
Affidavit dated 27/08/2026 before
Executive Megistrate, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I NISHA RANI W/O RAKESH
KUMAR R/O Plot No-139/16-17/A,
Kh.No-62,64 West Portion,
Sanoth, North West Delhi, Delhi-
110040 have changed the name of
my minor son AADIL aged 14 years
and he shall hereafter be known as
ADITYA KUMAR.

NAME CHANGE
I, SUSHIL PANDAY resident of
SMQ-284/28, CAMP AREA, 3
WING, AIR FORCE STATION,
PALAM, DELHI CANTT-110010
have changed my son’s name from
RUDRAKSHA KUMAR PANDEY to
RUDRAKSH KUMAR PANDEY
vide Affidavit dated 24/07/2026
before Notary Public Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, USHAwife of No.-14848908L, Rank-
NK, Name-S UMAPATHI residing at
VILL-KOLLAIMEDU, PO-DEVAR-
ISHIKUPPAM, TEHSIL-KV KUPPAM,
DIST-VELLORE, TAMIL NADU-
632209, have changed my name from
USHAto USHAD for all future purpos-
es vide Affidavit dated 26/08/2026
before Notary Public, Delhi.

PUBLIC NOTICE
This is to inform the general public
that  Mrs. Preeti Singh Wife of Mr.
Sunil Singh and Mr. Sunil Singh Son
of Mr. Anand Pal Singh both intends
to purchase Plot of land area meas-
uring 75 Sq. Yds., out of Khasra no.
122Mi Situated in the area of village
Sadarpur, Pargana and Tehsil Dadri
Distt. Gautam Budh Nagar, U.P.,
from Ms. Laxmi Tiwari D/o Mr.
Angad Tiwari and she was owner of
vide Gift Deed dated 30.07.2026
executed by Mrs. Nirmala Devi W/o
Mr. Angad Tiwari, as Doc. no. 9334
in Book no. 1, Vol. no. 15125 on
Pages no. 217 to 236 on dated
30.07.2026 in SR-I Noida of the
said property and in the property
chain Original property papers and
Other's documents have been lost
and already on FIR lodged vide
L.A.R No. 20260000666113. The
property is stated to be free from all
encumbrances, liens, charges,
mortgages, claims, and other third-
party interests, Please also note
that the said property is proposed to
be financed by Bajaj Housing
Finance Ltd., Ghaziabad. If any per-
son(s) objection & regarding subject
property, then kindly may submit
his/her objection within 07  days
from the date of the Notice in writ-
ing. The said objection may be kind-
ly sent to the undersigned by way of
the Registered Post on the address
given below and by E-mail. failing
which, the claim as per aforesaid
shall be treated as null and void in
respect of the subject property.

[ASHWANI KUMAR] Advocate
Chamber No. 122,
Tehsil Compound, 

Ghaziabad, U.P.
kumar2021ashwani@gmail.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
This is to inform the general public
that Mrs. Sanpati Devi intends to
purchase Portion of Plot No. 47 and
Shop No. 10, area measuring 30
Sq. yards, out of Khasra no. 13/5/2,
Situated in the area of Village
Razapur Khurd Delhi, Colony
Known as Raksha Enclave Extn.,
Mohan Garden, New Delhi-59, from
Mr. Bhu Dev Singh and Mr. Bhu Dev
Singh owner of vide Notarized GPA,
ATS and Will (Will-Neither reg. nor
notarized) dated 08.12.2011 exe-
cuted by Mr. Vijay Kumar Shrama of
the said property. The property is
stated to be free from all encum-
brances, liens, charges, mortgages,
claims, and other third-party inter-
ests, Please also note that the said
property is proposed to be financed
by Bajaj Housing Finance Ltd.,
Gurgaon. If any person(s) objection
& regarding subject property, then
kindly may submit his/her objection
within 07  days from the date of the
Notice in writing. The said objection
may be kindly sent to the under-
signed by way of the Registered
Post on the address given below
and by E-mail. failing which, the
claim as per aforesaid shall be
treated as null and void in respect of
the subject property.

[ASHWANI KUMAR] Advocate
Chamber No. 122,
Tehsil Compound, 

Ghaziabad, U.P.
kumar2021ashwani@gmail.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
This is to inform you that Mrs.
Sangita intends to purchase the
FLAT No. D-2, on Third Floor,Front
RHS/Southern-Eastern Portion,
without roof rights, area measuring
140 Sq. Yds., Built on Property
Bearing Plot No. 18, Land
Measuring 1 Bigha 17 Biswas, Out
of Khasra No. 260/1Min (0-2-10), &
260/2Min (0-2-10), &
257Min,Situated in the Revenue
Estate of Village Satbari Tehsil
Saket New Delhi, from M/s.
Complete Home Solution and same
was owner of vide General Power of
Attorney, Agreement to Sell & Will
dated 21.11.2022 executed by Mr.
Mahesh Aggarwal. The property is
stated to be free from all encum-
brances, liens, charges, mortgages,
claims, and other third-party inter-
ests. The proposed purchase of the
aforesaid property is to be financed
by Aditya Birla Housing Finance
Limited, Branch: N-17 2nd floor
Vijya Building Barakhamba Road
Connaught Place New Delhi. If any
person(s) objection & regarding sub-
ject property, then kindly may submit
his/her objection within 7 days from
the date of the Notice in writing. The
said objection may be kindly sent to
the undersigned by way of the
Registered Post on the address
given below and by E-mail. failing
which, the claim as per aforesaid
shall be treated as null and void in
respect of the subject property.

[ASHWANI KUMAR] Advocate
Chamber No. 122,
Tehsil Compound, 

Ghaziabad, U.P.
kumar2021ashwani@gmail.com

NAME CHANGE
I Neetu Sharma W/o Satendra
Sudarshan Sharma R/o House No.
507, D - 4, KLJ Platinum, Sector 77,
Faridabad - 121004 have changed
my name to Neetu Satendra
Sharma for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, DISHAN S/O USOF ALI R/O
H.NO-203 NEAR 22 FOOT ROAD
ADARSH COLONY FARIDABAD
HARYANA 121001, CHANGED MY
NAME TO DISHAN ALI.

NAME CHANGE
I SURESH CHAND S/O JAGDISH
CHAND MITTAL, R/O HOUSE NO.
31B, GROUND FLOOR A/1 ,
CHHATTARPUR EXTENSION, NEW
DELHI 110074,HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO SURESH CHAND MIT-
TALFOR ALLFUTURE PURPOSES.

NAME CHANGE
I, JAGDEEP SINGH YADAV S/O
RAGHUBIR SINGH YADAV R/O
H.NO- WZ-103, BLOCK-G, NEAR
SANATAN DHARAM MANDIR,
UTTAM NAGAR, Uttam Nagar, West-
Delhi, Delhi-110059, have changed
the name of my minor son SOUMIK
SINGH YADAV aged 8 years and he
shall hereafter be known as SOUM-
MIK SINGH YADAV for all purposes.

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that I,
MANISH ARORA S/O Manohar Lal
Arora R/O 104, hakikat nagar,
KINGSWAY CAMP, DIST-North
West Delhi, Delhi-110009 declare
that name of my minor daughter
has been wrongly written as
SHANAYA in my minor daughter
namely SHANAYAARORA aged 13
years in her School Records. The
actual name of my minor daughter
is SHANAYA ARORA, which may
be amended accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
I MOSEENA W/O MOHD YASEEN
MALIK R/O H NO-B-378 GALI NO-1
CHAMAN PARK INDIRA VIHAR
NORTH EAST DELHI 110094 HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME TO MOHSINA.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Mr. Uday Kant Jha and Mrs. Bharti
Devi   Owner of the Residential
Flat/Dwelling Unit No. 15087/GC-
14, on 14th Floor, Tower-K,  , "GC-
14/14 AVENUE", situated at Plot
No. GH-03, Sector- 16C, Greater
Noida, District Gautam Budh
Nagar, U.P.  Mr. Uday Kant Jha
and Mrs. Bharti Devi have lost
Original Allotment letter dated
24.05.2014     issued by M/s
Gaursons Promoters Pvt. Ltd. in
favour of Mr. Ratan Kumar
Choudhary and Mrs. Mamta Rani
Thakur and Original Page no 20 of
Sub Lease Deed duly registered as
Sl. No. 8119 in Book No.1 Vol. No.
31649 at pages 383-432  on
05/03/2019 in the office of SR-
Greater Noida, executed by
GNIDA AND M/s Gaursons
Promoters Pvt. Ltd. in favour of Mr.
Ratan Kumar Choudhary and Mrs.
Mamta Rani Thakur of said proper-
ty , for which complaint lodged to
the police. Therefore, by way of
this Public Notice it is hereby noti-
fied that any person, Attorney
and/or entity, firm/company, society
and/or member of the Society,
Bank, HUF/member of HUF,
Financial Institution having any
claim, charge, interest, or lien
whatsoever with respect to the
Said house/plot   or otherwise, may
notify to undersigned only on his
rahulkumargupta281401@gmail.c
om with documentary proof within
15 days from the date of this publi-
cation of notice, failing which any
such claim etc. shall be deemed to
be null and void,  whereas title
shall be deemed to be clear, and
marketable without any defect or
encumbrance and free to create
equitable mortgage

RAHUL KUMAR GUPTA
(ADVOCATE) 

Off. 43B, Third Floor, 
Patparganj Village, 

Mayur Vihar, Phase-I,
Delhi-1, M-NO- 7252922875 

PUBLIC NOTICE
This is to inform the general public
that Mrs. Shreya Tiwari / Mr. Vijay
Tiwari intend to purchase the Entire
First Floor without Roof Rights, built
on property bearing No. 36, area
measuring 65 Sq. Meters, out of
Khasra Nos. 21 Min. & 22 Min., situ-
ated at Panchwati Colony, in the
area of Village Mahma Sarai alias
Kot, Pargana Loni, Tehsil & District
Ghaziabad, Uttar Pradesh, from Mr.
Subhash Chand Jain & Mrs. Suman
Jain. Mr. Subhash Chand Jain &
Mrs. Suman Jain purchase the said
property from Mr. Arun Jain & Mrs.
Manju Jain through a Sale Deed
dated 16.09.2019, registered as
Document No. 7238. The said prop-
erty is stated to be free from all kinds
of encumbrances, liens, charges,
mortgages, claims, and other liabili-
ties, and possession of the property
is stated to be with Mr. Subhash
Chand Jain & Mrs. Suman Jain. It
has been informed by Mr. Subhash
Chand Jain that the earlier original
Sale Deed bearing Document No.
5289, Book No. 1, Volume No. 9982,
Pages No. 135-182, dated
06.06.2012, registered at SRO-I,
Ghaziabad, relating to the said prop-
erty, has been lost/misplaced and is
not traceable despite best efforts. An
offline FIR regarding the loss of the
aforesaid original document has
been registered on 22.08.2026 at
Police Station Kotwali Nagar,
Ghaziabad. The said property is pro-
posed to be financed by Sammaan
Capital Ltd., Branch: Plot No. B-4/5,
1st Floor, Sector-63, Noida, Uttar
Pradesh - 201301. If any person(s)
objection & regarding subject prop-
erty, then kindly may submit his/her
objection within 07 days from the
date of the Notice in writing. The
said objection may be kindly sent to
the undersigned by way of the
Registered Post on the address
given below and by E-mail. failing
which, the claim as per aforesaid
shall be treated as null and void in
respect of the subject property.

[ASHWANI KUMAR] Advocate
Chamber No. 122,
Tehsil Compound, 

Ghaziabad, U.P.
kumar2021ashwani@gmail.com

NAME CHANGE
I, NEETU SINGH D/o Late Iqbal
Bahadur Singh, R/o C-47/Y-4, MIG
Flats, Dilshad Garden, Delhi-
110095, do hereby solemnly affirm
and declare that I have embraced
ISLAM religion and renounced
HINDUISM religion w.e.f. 24-06-
2026. I hitherto known as Neetu
Singh D/o Late Iqbal Bahadur
Singh, R/o C-47/Y-4, MIG Flats,
Dilshad Garden, Delhi-110095,
have changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as NIDA ALAM
KHAN, for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I SALIK SHEKH S/o Mehtab
Saleem R/o 26 B LANE NO. 1,
SHAMA APPARTMENT, JOHRI
FARM NOOR NAGAR EXT.
JAMIA NAGAR, OKHLA, New
Friends Colony S.O, South Delhi
Delhi, 110025 have changed my
name SALIK SHAIKH for all future
purposes.
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operate prospectively and would not affect pending or An expansive definition of the term ‘industry’ that has stood 
decided cases under the repealed 1947 Act. He also made for close to five decades has survived a Supreme Court 
clear that the bench was not deciding the meaning of review, though the court has sought to add layers to its 
‘industry’ under the Industrial Relations Code, 2020.interpretation. The nine-judge bench delivered its 

judgement on August 20. What emerged from the 498- This is where the composition of the judgement matters. 
page judgement, uploaded later, was more complicated The Chief Justice and three other judges supported the 
than the initial impression the verdict created. reformulation. Justices B V Nagarathna, Dipankar Datta, 

Ujjal Bhuyan and Joymalya Bagchi opposed the need to The reference before the bench was whether the ‘triple test’ 
alter the 1978 test, stressing its importance for workers evolved in Bangalore Water-Supply & Sewerage Board 
amid changing economic conditions. Justice P S (1978), which laid down what constitutes an ‘industry’ 
Narasimha, however, held that the exercise had become under the Industrial Disputes Act, 1947, remained valid. 
unnecessary because the 1947 Act had been repealed and judiciary, law and order and defence.Justice V R Krishna Iyer’s three-fold test covered 

the 2020 Code had not been examined.The important systematic activity, employer-employee cooperation, and Chief Justice Surya Kant, writing for himself and Justices 
point is that the broad definition has not simply the production or distribution of goods or services to Satish Chandra Sharma, Alok Aradhe and Vipul M 
disappeared. The 1978 triple test will continue to apply to satisfy human wants. The absence of a profit motive was Pancholi, proposed a reformulation of the test. He added a 
pending cases under the repealed 1947 law. The irrelevant. The test thus brought hospitals, charitable discernible commercial character resembling trade or 
reformulated test will apply only to cases arising after the institutions and public bodies within its sweep. The business and sought to expand the exemptions for 
judgement. exemption covered sovereign functions such as the sovereign functions. But the reformulated test would 

Dimagi Naxals’: Warning 
After silent Guns

Main Vaapas Nahin Jaunga

Supreme Court's industry definition: Change without much practical consequence

For nearly six decades, Naxalism has been a 
destructive political experiment. Born in Naxalbari 
in 1967, it did not remain a local revolt for long. It 
developed into a revolutionary doctrine that 
rejected India’s parliamentary system. From the 
forests of eastern India to the tribal belts of central 
India, Naxalism created a parallel ecosystem of 
fear.For the ordinary citizen of these areas, 
Naxalism was never a fashionable intellectual 
proposition. It was fear. It was a gun outside the 
village. It was a road that could not be built. It was a 
policeman who might not return home.
That history matters because the extraordinary 
decline of Naxalism in recent years did not happen 
by accident. It was the result of political 
determination, security operations, intelligence 
coordination and development pursued under 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, with Union Home 
Minister Amit Shah driving the execution of the 
government’s strategy.Government figures show 
how dramatically the threat has receded: LWE-
related violent incidents fell from 1,936 in 2010 to 
234 in 2025. Deaths of civilians and security 
personnel fell from to 100.
Argument beyond forests
The collapse of Naxalism makes Modi’s warning 
about “dimagi Naxals” significant. An ideology 
does not necessarily disappear merely because its 
physical infrastructure collapses. Naxalism was 
always sustained by more than violence. It required 
a narrative—one that could portray the Indian state 
as the principal source of injustice, explain away 
the violence of Naxals as “resistance” and 
repeatedly shift the moral focus from those who 
picked up gun to the state that confronted them.
This is why the ideological dimension deserves 
scrut iny.  The quest ion is  much more 
uncomfortable: when does sympathy for a 
grievance become sympathy for an ideology that 
rejects the constitutional order itself? A democracy 
must protect dissent, but it should not be expected 
to provide ideological respectability to political 
violence.The Binayak Sen episode became one of 
the defining controversies around the Naxal 
debate. Sen was convicted by a Chhattisgarh trial 
court in 2010 in a case involving links with Naxal 
figures and was sentenced to life imprisonment; the 
Supreme Court granted him bail in 2011. He 
became a celebrated figure among sections of 
India’s civil-liberties establishment.
After his release, he was appointed to a Planning 
Commission health-related steering committee. 
Sonia Gandhi, meanwhile, chaired the National 
Advisory Council during the UPA years, an 
institution that brought together politicians, 
activists, academics and civil-society figures and 
was frequently criticised by its opponents for 
exercising substantial policy influence. The 
political significance lies in the ecosystem.Afzal 
Guru became an object of political and campus 
controversy, with sections of the political 
establishment and student politics turning his 
execution into a debate about the Indian state, 
rather than keeping the victims of the Parliament 
attack at the centre of the national memory. Burhan 
Wani was not a Naxal, but his death in 2016 
produced enormous public mobilisation in 
Kashmir.Rahul Gandhi should not be casually 
labelled a Naxal. But his political choices deserve 
scrutiny. The Congress has every right to oppose 
the Modi government. What it cannot escape is the 
question of whether its politics increasingly 
rewards confrontation.When Youth Congress 
workers staged a shirtless protest at the India AI 
Impact Summit and Gandhi praised them as 
“Babbar Sher”, the episode offered a glimpse of a 
political culture increasingly comfortable with 
provocation as a substitute for argument. The 
protest was not Naxalism. The point is larger: 
mainstream politics must not import the language 
of permanent institutional distrust from the 
political fringe.

ZOutright social subversion and valorising moral character way above the accident of  birth are repeatedly found in the gitas. Thanks to committed 
scholars like Bibek Debroy, thick volumes of  ancient wisdom are available in simple, accessible language

destruction inflicted on Pakistan’s military by Op maturity, it remains substantially import-dependent. The The Mecca Joint Defence Agreement signed by Türkiye, 
Sindoor was intended to project “deterrence by ongoing geopolitical turmoil should leave us under no Saudi Arabia and Pakistan on August 7 continues to be in 
punishment”, but before its efficacy could be confirmed, illusion that dependence on external sources for military the spotlight. Against the backdrop of the ongoing 
the Mecca Agreement may have disturbed the balance of hardware can be perilous for national security. IndiaNews US/Israel-Iran conflict, its geopolitical and military 
power in the subcontinent and given encouragement to FocusThus, the urgent question that needs New Delhi’s ramifications are being closely examined in the context 
hotheads in Islamabad. IndiaNews Focus focus is not whether India can prevail in a two-front of West Asia. For India, however, strategic prudence 

confrontation, but how it can find a “breathing spell” of demands that this pact be viewed through the lens of India’s strategic planners must now formulate doctrines 

stability/tranquillity to allow uninterrupted progress Operation Sindoor.Following India’s May 2025 missile and acquire capabilities tailored to this emerging reality. 

towards technological self-reliance. The threats posed by strikes against Pakistan’s terror infrastructure, the latter Deterrence relies on certitude: India’s response must 

China and Pakistan are qualitatively different, avoided a prolonged, conventional escalation by 
and each deserves the closest attention of our engaging in high-intensity drone and electronic warfare 
highly regarded diplomatic corps.For before seeking an early ceasefire. During this conflict, 
Islamabad, Kashmir is not merely a territorial while the bulk of Pakistan’s hardware and technical 
dispute; it serves as a pivot on which the support came from China, Türkiye’s supply of unmanned 
military establishment’s domestic credibility aerial vehicles and electronic warfare devices 
rests. A settlement of Indo-Pak disputes by underscored Ankara’s willingness to back Islamabad 
eliminating the so-called “existential threat” against New Delhi. Four months after Op Sindoor, 
posed by India would demolish the military’s Pakistan formalised a mutual defence pact with Saudi 
raison d'être. As for Beijing, it views the Arabia, guaranteeing that aggression against either 
unresolved Line of Actual Control as a strategic country would be considered aggression against both. 
lever to keep India geopolitically boxed into IndiaNews FocusOn the diplomatic front, Pakistan, 
South Asia. The settlement of territorial issues notwithstanding its severe domestic  political 
would permit India to bring strategic focus on fragmentation and fragile economy, has adroitly 
maritime capabilities and the Indo-Pacific, leveraged recent security crises into political capital. Its 
where China is most vulnerable.India cannot alignment with Washington and its high-risk role as a key 
match China’s defence spending or mediator between the US and Iran have demonstrated 
technological prowess overnight, but it can Islamabad’s knack for exploiting its geopolitical 
manage the border to avoid unintended weight.India’s security planners need to focus on two 

guarantee punishment so swift and so severe that neither escalation. Achieving this demands three priorities: active imponderables. First, would a future Indian military 
of its two adversaries (China and Pakistan) ever doubts diplomatic and military contact, relentless infrastructure strike against terrorist infrastructure or military targets in 
the cost of provocation and the accompanying loss of face building, and a forward-leaning military posture that will Pakistan enable Islamabad to invoke the collective 
in the international arena.Rebuilding credible ensure that — unlike the past — any future Chinese defence provisions of its pacts? Second, could this 
conventional deterrence will require heavy investment in incursions incur painful costs. On this front, the goal is agreement pave the way for a viable, long-term Türkiye-
creating war reserves for extended conflicts by quickly steady stabilisation for the long haul.With regard to Pakistan military-industrial axis, underwritten by Saudi 
absorbing technological, logistic and operational lessons Pakistan, India should maintain a firm military posture Arabia? The answers would have a crucial bearing on 
from the Ukrainian and Iranian battlefields. Awaiting and a zero-tolerance policy on terrorism, while quietly India’s strategic calculus.For decades, India maintained a 
urgent redressal is our government’s flawed and lethargic exploring back-channel diplomacy to test whether the decisive conventional military edge over Pakistan on 
decision-making mechanism that has resulted in severe Generals can be incentivised to shun cross-border land, in the air and at sea, and it was Islamabad’s 
capability gaps in recent decades. Examples: the terrorism. With senior RSS leaders such as Mohan desperation to bridge this gap that drove its relentless 
progressive erosion in the IAF’s combat aircraft strength; Bhagwat and Dattatreya Hosabale signalling support for pursuit of nuclear weapons. After the 1998 tests, while 
the inordinately delayed development of an indigenous people-to-people dialogue, such outreach is unlikely to mutual nuclear deterrence held firm, India’s edge in 
jet engine that will impact its 5th- and 6th-generation trigger domestic backlash and could pave the way for a conventional deterrence steadily eroded due to two main 
aircraft projects; imposition of the ill-conceived and viable modus vivendi on the western front.factors: the rise of the China-Pakistan axis — posing a 
debilitating Agniveer recruitment/training scheme on the two-front threat — and Islamabad’s deployment of This dual-track approach rests on a clear strategic calculus: 
military; slippages in the Navy’s diesel submarine and tactical nuclear weapons under a “Flexible Response” while Pakistan remains bogged down by economic 
aircraft carrier projects, and many others.doctrine designed to counter India’s putative “Cold Start” distress, tensions on the Durand Line and ethnic unrest, its 

India’s uniquely hazardous security predicament is 
strategy.India’s post-Uri surgical strikes (2016) and post- enhanced international standing and newly minted 

embodied in having two nuclear-armed adversaries as 
Pulwama airstrikes (2019) showed that while New Delhi security alliances could embolden renewed adventurism. 

well as strained relations with others in the 
could call Pakistan’s nuclear bluff, it had yet to re- India must strategise to enforce stability in its 

neighbourhood. Moreover, while its own defence-
establish effective conventional military deterrence. The neighbourhood.

industrial base may take a decade or more to reach 

New Delhi must strategise to enforce stability in its neighbourhood

the Mahabharata.The Bhagavad Gita, or Song of God, not occasion, he tells them how a butcher taught a Brahmin. conversation through Debroy’s lucid text.The Nahusha The incident of the ill-behaved tourist at Kargil led me to 
included here, is of course the gita of gitas. But other gitas The butcher, Dharma Vyadha, schooled a conceited Gita occurs as a dialogue between Yudhishthira and muse on where we may find therapeutic thoughts, and the 
bejewel the unabridged Mahabharata, a gita being a scholar named Kausika. Kausika has left his old parents to Nahusha, an ancestor of the Pandavas, who was expelled late Bibek Debroy’s name shone brightly.Besides his 
philosophical or advisory passage that can be sung or fend for themselves, whereas Dharma Vyadha lovingly from heaven and cursed to take the form of a python by prodigious public service record as an economist, Debroy 
chanted. The Sanskrit verses in each such gita are looks after his. He teaches Kausika about the nature of Rishi Agastya. He coils himself around Bhima, and translated the Mahabharata, Bhagavad Gita, Harivamsa 
pleasingly printed above Debroy’s English Yudhishthira must set him free by (an abridged Mahabharata), Vedas, no less, and Valmiki’s 
translation and his explanation of each conversing with Nahusha. When Nahusha Srimad Ramayanam.His services to the Puranas were no 
compact verse. As the Chandogya pointedly asks who may be considered a less monumental. He translated the Bhagavata Purana, 
Upanishad said with satisfaction about the ‘Brahmin’, Yudhishthira responds that a Markandeya Purana, which contains the ‘Devi 
education of Satyakama Jabali, who did not Brahmin “is one in whom truthfulness, Mahatmyaham’ recited every year during Durga Puja, the 
know who his father was, “Nothing was charity, forgiveness, good conduct, lack of Brahma Purana, Vishnu Purana, Shiva Purana and 
omitted, yes, nothing was omitted”. cruelty and compassion are seen”. Not Brahmanda Purana. Besides Manmatha Nath Dutt (1855-
The first gita in this volume is the Shounaka otherwise. This view, like the Upanishads, 1912), he is the only other person to have translated both 
Gita. It is named for an ancient rishi in the posits categorically that ‘caste’ is indicated the Mahabharata and Ramayana into unabridged English.
Naimisharanya forest—today’s Neemsar For his translations, he received the Bhandarkar by character, not by birth.This pattern of 
in modern Uttar Pradesh. Shounaka Memorial Award from the venerable Bhandarkar Oriental outright social subversion, and valorising 
advises a depressed Yudhishthira in the Research Institute, Pune. The institute has compiled the moral character way above the accident of 
Vana Parva or forest section of the entire Mahabharata into a critical edition with the birth, is repeatedly found in these ancient 
Mahabharata. He tries to instill detachment painstaking efforts of committed scholars over nearly five gitas, which amaze and gladden the modern 
in Yudhishthira, saying that attachment decades, consulting 1,259 manuscripts. The completed reader. In their various ways, these gitas 
causes all misery and that Yudhishthira critical edition of the Mahabharata came out in 19 weighty also emphasise the harm done by the ‘Shad 
should ideally “Perform karma, but also volumes in 1966.Debroy gamely translated our scriptural Ripu’, or six enemies of the mind, found in 
renounce it”. This anticipates the Bhagavad heritage into English in the service of modern Indians, every human being. Everyone has to fight 
G i t a ’ s  b e s t - k n o w n  w o r d s ,  many of whom are trapped in the English language by them.
‘karmanyevadhikaraste ma phaleshu They are kama (lust), krodha (anger), lobha their colonial education. Written in simple, accessible 
kadachanah’, meaning, ‘You are entitled to (greed), moha (attachment to people and language, with footnotes, his labours of love found favour 
perform actions but not automatically things), matsarya (jealousy) and alasya w i t h  t h e  I n d i a n  p u b l i c  f o r  t h e i r  r e v e r s e  
entitled to their results’. This is popularly (laziness).engineering—using the English language to re-possess dharma, including emotional responsibility, and sets the 

These enemies of the mind tend to spoil our lives. So, understood to mean, ‘Keep going anyway because that’s these ancient spiritual texts. scholar right on several matters. Dharma Vyadha being a 
there is much useful advice here for a modern reader to Debroy’s last legacy to us was Sacred Songs: The what life is about’.The Dharma Vyadha Gita is from a butcher is of no consequence, for that too is a genuine 
consider in our stressful, violent times. The perspective Mahabharata’s Many Gitas. A gripping 684-page book, it beloved Indian story, also from the Vana Parva. It is told profession in society, and a butcher is as capable of 
from these gitas is that things were always stressful; there has 25 chapters, each devoted to a gita: 24 from the by Rishi Markandeya, a favourite of the Pandavas and Sri dharmic righteousness, in this case more so, than the 
was always anger, jealousy, injustice or sheer bad luck.Mahabharata and the Pandava Gita, which exists outside Krishna, because he is a fantastic storyteller. On one Brahmin. It is delightful to be able to access their actual 

Faithline | Dharma in translation

The reformulated test would operate prospectively and would not affect pending or decided 

cases under the repealed Industrial Disputes Act, 1947
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Paneer 

Palette
Here’s what’ll tickle your 

Palette

Focus on plant-based 

protein - there has been a 

surge in vegetarianism 

over the past few years. 

As a result, there is now 

more interest in food 

made with plant-based 

proteins. Chefs are 

embracing ingredients 

such as tofu, quinoa, and 

tempeh.

As the New Year is on us, there seems to be 
an emphasis on back-to-the-basics and 
healthy gluten-free products. There’ll be a 
resurgence of superfoods, the emergence of 
a ‘Better for You’ category of foods and 
even ingredients like seaweeds. Mixology 
will take on a whole new complexion.
Chef Shivan Khanna, Executive Sous 
Chef, The Taj Mahal Hotel, New Delhi, 
lists his trends for 2018:
* Increased demand for hyper-local 
ingredients – guests are keen to try dishes 
which are made from locally-sourced 
ingredients because they help achieve 
superior taste quality, they benefit 
society at large and are also a 
s u s t a i n a b l e  m e t h o d  o f  
procurement.
* Increased focus on health and 
wellness – there is a growing 
demand for gluten-free products 
and people’s desire to cut back 
on white carbs is changing the 
way recipes are now being crafted.
* Resurgence of superfood — This 
trend also finds its way back to the 
increased focus on health and 
wellness. People want to consume more 
and more foods such as carobs or millets 
which are potent and packed w i t h  
nutritional 
benefits.

* Emergence of ‘Better for 
You’ category of foods. In 

today’s environmentally 
conscious world, guests are 

looking for products which are 
n e i t h e r  h a r m f u l  t o  t h e  

environment nor to their 
individual selves. This category 

includes ingredients which are cage 
free, pesticide free, free-range dairy 

products and the like.
* Focus on plant-based protein – there 

has been a surge in vegetarianism over 
the past few years. As a result, 

there is now more interest in 

food made with plant-based proteins. Chefs 
are embracing ingredients such as tofu, 
quinoa, and tempeh (made using soy).
* More advanced methods of mixology – 
cocktails will see their own set of trends in 
2018. We are expecting there to be an 
increased use of fresh ingredients and 
homemade mixes, as well as use of 
different methods of cocktail 
preparation like smoking 
and grilling. There is also 
expected to be a shift 
from to more flavorful 
spi r i t s  tha t  have 
greater character like 
bourbon and rum
For Achal Aggarwal, 
Execut ive  Chef ,  
Hilton Chennai, the 
accent will be on 
green tea and pop-up 
restaurants
* Hotels may start 
serving green tea made 
with leaves. What we get 
is tea dust.
* Many dishes will have green 
tea as an ingredient owing to its health 
benefits.
* Star hotels may go for pop-up 
restaurants (restaurants that would 
change its cuisine every month – 
say Chinese one month, Indian the 
next and so on). Five star hotels 
have the infrastructure and 
manpower for this.
* Hotels will have more live 
counters as part of their 

buffet. Two benefits — it gives the 
customers the satisfaction of having freshly 
cooked food and hotels in turn can cut waste.
* Vegetarianism will gain further ground 
amongst people.
* Demand for exotic vegetables and dishes 

made with such vegetables 
would go up.

Chef Mangesh Hinge 
of Chevon had a 

rather different 
take.
*  S e a w e e d :  
Seaweed is  
l o w  i n  
calories and 
is filled with 
nutrients, you 
c a n  b u y  
p a c k a g e d  

seaweed and 
enjoy with your 

favorite dish.
* Goat meat, since it 

is much leaner than 
chicken and is lower in 

calories, saturated fat, sodium, 
and cholesterol. A 100-gram portion of goat 
meat has about 122 calories, which is 
considerably less than pork’s 179 and 
chicken’s 162.
* Floral flavours: Edible petals is the 
upcoming trend which is making its way to 
common people’s kitchen from the high-end 
eateries. When infused in or cocktails, they 
have implausible health benefits, lowering 
high blood pressure, easing stomach aches, 
and potential to aid in weight loss.

Paneer Tandoori is a scrumptious and easy-to-
make North Indian recipe as it uses readily 
available ingredients in the kitchen like paneer, 
curd, meat masala and ginger-garlic paste. If you 
are done with garam masala loaded paneer dishes 
like Paneer Butter Masala, Kadhai Paneer and 
Shahi Paneer, this paneer recipe is a welcome 
variation as it uses meat masala. It is a kids 

favourite curry recipe and an ideal dish which 
can be served on anniversaries and kitty parties. 
One important tip that you should keep in mind 
while making this recipe is that you need to 
marinate the paneer pieces well so that the 
flavours are properly absorbed. Serve this easy 
paneer recipe with rice, naan or paratha. It also 

pairs well with garlic naan, missi roti and 
biryani. A must try paneer recipe for parties 
and special occasions. You can also garnish 
this paneer recipe with onions rings for that 
extra crunch!
Ingredients of Paneer Tandoori
400 gm paneer
2 tablespoon refined oil

1 tablespoon salt
For Marination
1 tablespoon ginger paste
3 tablespoon meat masala
4 pinches kasoori methi powder
1 tablespoon garlic paste
1/2 cup yoghurt (curd)

How to make Paneer 
Tandoori
Step 1
Wash the paneer under 
running water and cut it 
into cubes. Then, mix 
the paneer cubes with 
ginger paste, garlic 
paste, curd, meat 
masala and kasoori 
methi. Marinate it 
f o r  a b o u t  2 0  
minutes. Put it into 
a tandoor or grill it 
on both the sides.
Step 2
Now, put 2 tbsp 
oil in a pan and 
heat i t  over 
m o d e r a t e  
flame. Add the 
grilled paneer 
pieces into it. 
Saute it for 
some time, 
cover and 
cook. Once 
the whole 
thing gets 
r e d u c e d  
i n t o  
g r a v y  
f o r m ,  
a d d  
s o m e  

more kasoori methi and mix it well.
Step 3
Season the dish with salt according to your 
taste. Your dish is ready to be served. Serve 
it hot with roti or parathas, or even rice.

Paneer 
Tandoori 

Recipe
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