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Noida.(Agency)
-----------------------------------------------
 An additional sessions court on Monday 
rejected the bail application of a man 
accused of helping his friend kidnap a 
minor for marriage last year. The court 
held that considering the nature and 
gravity of the crime, the punishment 
prescribed for it, and its impact on 
society, there was insufficient basis to 
release the accused on bail.
The case was filed at Ankur Vihar police 
station on the complaint of a woman who 
said her minor daughter had gone to a 
shop to buy sweets on Oct 23, 2025, but 
had not returned. She said the family 
searched for the girl but could not trace 
her. The woman claimed that the same 
day, two men had allegedly called her 
and threatened to kidnap the girl. One of 
them claimed to like the girl and warned 
that he would “pick her up” if she was not 

handed over to him.
An FIR was registered under BNS 
sections 137(2) (kidnapping), 352 (insult 

to provoke breach of peace), 351(2) and 
351(3) (criminal intimidation) and 87 

(kidnapping for forceful intercourse or 
marriage).Counsel for the applicant 
argued that he had been falsely 
implicated. “The FIR was filed four days 
late, and no explanation has been 
provided for the delay. There is no 
independent witness who saw my client 
kidnapping the minor. The victim was 
not recovered from his custody, and there 
are contradictions in the statements of 
the girl recorded before the police and 
magistrate,” he said.The special public 
prosecutor (Pocso Act), appearing on 
behalf of the Child Welfare Committee 
(CWC) and the state, opposed the bail 
application.The court noted that, 
according to the prosecution, the 
accused and his associates had abducted 
the minor and threatened to kill her. It 
also took note of a report by Ghaziabad 
chief medical officer, which stated that 
the girl’s age was 17 years.

NCLT removes IRP from stalled Noida 
project for hiding charges against him

Court denies bail to man who helped friend to kidnap minor for marriage

14-year-old takes SUV out for a 
spin in Noida, crashes into sedan

GURGAON.(Agency)
--------------------------------------------
Chief minister Nayab Singh Saini 
urged Gen Z to move beyond the 
traditional pursuit of salaried jobs and 
become entrepreneurs and job 
creators, making entrepreneurship the 
central theme of the Gen H Startup 
Summit — Yuva Udyami Chaupal at 
Gurugram University.
Interacting with young entrepreneurs 
at the summit, Saini said young people 
were no longer limited to looking for 
jobs and increasingly wanted to 
establish enterprises and create 
employment for others. “The future 
be longs  to  new technology,  
innovation and fresh ideas,” he said, 
urging youth to keep pace with rapidly 
changing technology and turn ideas 
into startups rather than leaving them 
at the idea stage.Haryana has 
generated more than 45,000 ideas 
through its Ideathon and currently has 
around 12,500 startups, Saini said, but 
the bigger challenge is converting that 
entrepreneurial aspiration into viable 
businesses and jobs. He called upon 
each existing startup to create another, 
with the aim of building a network of 
more than 25,000 startups.The govt, 
he said, was trying to bridge the gap 
between an idea and a business by 
creating an ecosystem involving 
educational institutions, industry, 
startups and social organisations, 
under the approach ‘Idea to Enterprise 
and Enterprise to Employment’.At the 
summit, six master classrooms trained 
around 50 youth each — about 300 in 
all — with successful entrepreneurs 
sharing their experience of setting up 
and scaling businesses, banks 
providing information on loans and 
financial assistance, and experts from 
Skill University offering training and 
guidance.Saini said training alone 
was not enough and that young people 
also needed exposure to the real 
business environment and the govt 
has made arrangements to connect 
trained youth with MSMEs for 
practical experience. 

DEHLI/NCR

Roads under water; trees & poles 
uprooted: Cities on knees again

Noida/Ghaziabad. The showers that started Friday 
and continued on Sunday has led to heavy 
waterlogging in Noida and Ghaziabad.

A park for children in Noida Sector 51 has turned into 
a shallow pool, while parks and green belts in 
sectors 119, 12, 30, 120, etc., also remained out of 
bounds due to flooding.Low-lying areas, like 
Botanical Garden Metro station in Noida and Jagat 
Farm Market in Greater Noida, are under at least 
two feet of water. Meanwhile, residents reported 
flooded roads and basements in Noida sectors 22, 
30, 36, 51, 62, 71, 104, 105, 72, 117, 122, 99, 
etc.The picture is similar in Ghaziabad, with Abhay 
Khand, Loni, and Muradnagar facing waterlogging.

Late on Sunday, following reports of 12 people stuck 
in Tronica City due to heavy waterlogging, a team 
of Ghaziabad NDRF carried out a rescue operation. 
Considering a warning of heavy rain ahead, NDRF 
teams are on high alert for emergency response in 
Noida and Ghaziabad.Residents blamed the 
authorities for not taking adequate measures to 
check flooding.“The Noida Authority failed to 
prepare for the monsoon in advance. All its claims 
have fallen flat. In Sector 51, people are wading 
through one-and-a-half feet to two feet of water. 
The Sunday showers also left houses and basements 
flooded.

News box

Noida.(Agency)
------------------------------------------------
National Company Law Tribunal 
(NCLT) has removed insolvency 
professional Narender Kumar Sharma as 
the interim resolution professional (IRP) 
for the stalled Festival City housing 
project in Sector 143B, after finding that 
he had failed to disclose disciplinary 
proceedings and allegedly accepted the 
assignment without a valid authorisation.
The tribunal has appointed Sudhir Kumar 
Agarwal as the new IRP and directed 
Sharma to hand over all papers, 
documents and other material that came 
into his possession during his tenure.
Festival City is being developed by three 
companies — Anand Infoedge Pvt Ltd, 
Mist Avenue Pvt Ltd and Mist Direct 
Sales Pvt Ltd — which are co-developers 
and corporate debtors in the insolvency 
proceedings. Sharma was appointed IRP 
for the three companies on July 19, 2024.
Under insolvency regulations, an 

insolvency professional accepting an 
assignment is required to hold a valid 
Authorisation for Assignment (AFA), 
issued by the Insolvency Professional 
Agency with which the professional is 
enrolled. The professional is also 
required to submit a compliance affidavit 
and disclose whether any investigation or 
disciplinary proceedings are pending.
According to complainant and lawyer 
Shyam Kishan Saraf, Sharma submitted 
an affidavit stating that his AFA was valid 
and that no investigation was pending 
against him when he took up the 
assignment.Saraf alleged that Sharma did 
not have a valid AFA on the date of his 
appointment and concealed the fact that 
disciplinary proceedings and an 
investigation were pending against him 
before the Insolvency and Bankruptcy 
Board of India (IBBI). “He also gave a 
false affidavit before the NCLT that no 
investigations were pending against him, 
whereas he was facing disciplinary 

proceedings and an investigation was 
pending,” Saraf said.Regulation 7A of 
the IBBI (Insolvency Professionals) 
Regulations, 2016, bars an insolvency 
professional  from accepting or 
undertaking a new assignment without a 
valid AFA. The requirement applies to 
assignments accepted from Jan 1, 2020.
Following a petition challenging 
Sharma’s appointment, the NCLT on 
Wednesday cancelled his appointment as 
IRP. Saraf said Sharma had accumulated 
fees of about Rs 1.4 crore over the past 
two years, at a rate of Rs 6 lakh a month. 
The tribunal held that expenses incurred 
during Sharma’s tenure, including legal 
fees, would not form part of the corporate 
insolvency resolution process (CIRP) 
cost and would have to be borne by 
Sharma.The order comes months after 
t he  IBBI  suspended  Sha rma’s  
registration for two years in connection 
with his role as resolution professional in 
the Indirapuram Habitat Centre project. 

Noida.(Agency)
-----------------------------------------------
A case of rash driving was registered 
after a 14-year-old boy allegedly rear-
ended a sedan carrying a family with a 
13-month-old child in Sector 119 on 
Wednesday. Police said the boy, a 
resident of Sector 122, had taken out his 
family’s Grand Vitara for a joyride with 
his younger brother and driven nearly 
one kilometre before ramming into a 
Honda City near a CNG pump opposite 
Homes 121 around 5.30 pm.
The Honda City owner, Kumar Shivam, 
said the boy hit his car with considerable 
force, causing significant damage to the 
rear. He claimed the boy tried to flee 
before passersby caught him. In a video 
recorded after the crash, the boy’s 
mother is heard saying their driver had 
not turned up and she had sent the minor 

to pick up his younger brother. She 
added that he had not driven the car 

before.An FIR was filed at Sector 
113 police station under BNS 
sections 281 (rash driving) and 
324(4) (mischief). Police said they 
would also file a complaint against 
the boy’s parents and the vehicle’s 
owner under Section 199A of the 
Motor Vehicles Act, which holds 
guardians and owners liable when a 
minor commits a traffic offence. 
Penalties include imprisonment of 
up to three years, a fine of Rs 25,000 
and cancellation of the vehicle’s 
registration for 12 months. Charges 
under MV Act sections 181 (driving 
without a licence) and 180 
(allowing an unauthorised person to 
drive) may also follow.
Police said underage driving 

remains rampant despite repeated 
awareness drives. Until July, 77 

underage drivers had been challaned — 
12 in Jan, 27 in Feb, five in March, nine 
in April, 13 in May, three in June and 
eight in July — in the city. Officers said 
many told police they had slipped away 
with their parents’ car keys out of 
fascination for driving.
The incident is the latest in a series. In 
Feb, 23-year-old Sahil Dhaneshra died 
in Dwarka after an SUV allegedly driven 
by a minor hit his motorcycle, reportedly 
being driven recklessly for social media 
reels. Last Dec, a 17-year-old rented a 
Mahindra Thar online for Rs 4,000 and 
crashed into several two-wheelers in 
Noida’s Sector 24. In Oct 2025, a 16-
year-old girl fatally hit a 64-year-old 
pedestrian in Shahbad Dairy. In Aug last 
year, a factory worker died after being 
dragged 600 metres by a car driven by a 
minor in Samaypur Badli.

Rise above salaried jobs, 
become entrepreneurs, 

CM tells Gen Z

One village, three names, endless 
verification hassles for residents

After protests over teachers & 
toilets, Gzb to inspect schools

Noida.(Agency)
A 32-year-old man has been arrested for allegedly 
snatching a gold chain from a woman during her morning 
walk in the Sector 113 area. The accused, Vijay Pratap 
alias Raja Thakur, a resident of Auraiya, has 18 FIRs 
lodged against him across police stations in Auraiya and 
Noida, including under the Gangster Act.
The incident took place on June 22 at around 6.10am. VS 
Yadav, a resident of Skytech Matrott in Sector 76, was out 
walking with his wife near the T-point culvert in front of 
Mahagun Modern when two men on a motorcycle came 
from behind and snatched her gold chain, weighing 10 
grams. The couple raised an alarm and gave chase but 
could not apprehend the assailants. Yadav told police that 
the pillion rider was wearing a white shirt and a white 
gamcha.
An FIR was registered against two unknown persons 
under Section 304(2) of the BNS and multiple teams were 
formed to track them down. Using CCTV footage from 
nearby areas, police identified one of the suspects. Vijay 
Pratap was arrested on Sunday from the FNG service road 
in Sorkha village in Sector 113.

Gold rush meets silver lining in Gurgaon: Dhanteras sales see 30% rise

Cracker sparks burn down 3 shops, 6 bikes

Noida.(Agency)
 Days after several people died from water 

contamination in Indore, Noida and 
Greater Noida authorities have ordered 
technical audits of their drinking water 
systems — covering pipelines, 
reservoirs and water ATMs — and asked 
officials to collect samples across 
sectors to rule out any risk of 
contamination.In Noida, the decision 
was taken at a high-level meeting 
chaired on Friday by Authority CEO 
Lokesh M, who reviewed public health 
issues, civic infrastructure, water supply 
and sanitation, and issued strict 
directions to officials.A committee of 

senior water department officials was 
formed to carry out the audit."We have 
ordered a thorough technical audit of the 
water supply system, including 
pipelines, reservoirs and water ATMs, to 
ensure that residents receive safe and 
clean drinking water," Lokesh M said. 
He added that water samples would be 
collected from different sectors and a 
detailed report submitted "at the 
earliest" to ensure there is no 
contamination threat in the city.The 
CEO also reviewed the status of the 80-
cusec Ganga water project and asked 
officials to complete all pending work 
by this month.

GURGAON.(Agency)
---------------------------------------------

A village in Nuh has been trapped in an 
administrative anomaly for over four 
decades, with three different names — 
‘Lahabas’, ‘Allahabad’ and ‘Allahbas’ 
— coexisting across govt records. 
Panchayat documents use ‘Lahabas’, 
revenue records and other govt databases 
call it ‘Allahabad’, while education 
d e p a r t m e n t  r e c o r d s  l i s t  i t  a s  
‘Allahbas’.The mismatch has real 
consequences.  Cert if icates ,  job 
applications and verification processes 
such as the family ID are repeatedly 
flagged, forcing students and jobseekers 
in particular to furnish multiple 
supporting documents and make 
repeated trips to govt offices just to prove 
their identity. Applying for govt jobs, 
securing domicile and caste certificates 
and verifying identity documents have 
all been complicated by what residents 
describe as a “seemingly small” spelling 
variation.The origin of the discrepancy, 
according to officials, is down to an 
administrative separation over three 
decades ago. Before 1991, the village 
was part of Rahapwa panchayat in 
Pinangwan block and was recorded as 

‘Allahabad’, carrying the local govt (LG) 
code 063384. The village broke away 
from Rahapwa in 1991, and following 
the 1995 panchayat elections, a new, 
independent panchayat was formed — 
but registered under the name ‘Lahbas’ 
instead of ‘Allahabad’, the name already 
in use in earlier records.Today, the 
village carries three separate identities: 
revenue records list it as ‘Allahabad’ (LG 
code 063371); the panchayat is 
registered as ‘Lahbas’ (village code 
29550 on the e-Gram Swaraj portal); and 
the education department records it as 
‘Allahbas’ (school code 06132). The 
local patwari confirmed that ‘Allahabad’ 
and ‘Lahbas’ refer to the same village.
While the administrative split dates back 
to the 1990s, residents say the 
discrepancy remained largely dormant 
until the govt middle school was built 
roughly two decades ago — after which 
certificate mismatches began surfacing 
regularly for students.Residents insist 
the revenue record is the sole 
authoritative source, and that other 
departments simply need to align with it 
— though repeated requests to do so have 
gone nowhere.Explaining how the 
discrepancy has persisted, a villager said 

the revenue record’s name, Allahabad, 
forms the basis for the voter list, property 
registry and all official documents such 
as domicile or caste certificates issued by 
the tehsildar. “The panchayat’s use of 
‘Lahabas’ on its stamp was simply a 
mistake, since elections are conducted 
using the same voter list that reads 
‘Allahabad’. The school’s use of 
‘Allahbas’ — differing by a single letter 
— was likely just a spelling error,” he 
said.While the panchayat itself does not 
issue certificates, he said it must still 
align its records with the revenue 
department if it wants to correct the 
discrepancy. He noted that revenue 
records can only be changed through a 
formal govt notification, drawing a 
parallel with Allahabad’s renaming to 
Prayagraj, and maintained that there are, 
in effect, no “three names” — only a 
panchayat error and a school spelling 
mistake, with the revenue record 
remaining the sole authority.Deputy 
c o m m i s s i o n e r  A k h i l  P i l a n i  
acknowledged the discrepancy and said 
the name would be verified and 
corrected.  He noted that  such 
mismatches often arise when new 
panchayats are formed but older names 

continue to be used in practice — Nuh 
district, still commonly referred.

Spat over land turns violent in Nuh village, mob pelts stones, FIR against 26 after many injured

Ghaziabad.(Agency)
----------------------------------------------------------------
A 70-year-old woman was robbed of her gold chain by 
an assailant in Raj Nagar on Friday morning. The 
incident took place about 400 metres from the district 
magistrate’s house. CCTV footage showed the 
accused, wearing a helmet and covering his face with a 
white cloth, first walking around the area before 
approaching the victim.According to the complainant, 
Jitendra Singh, his mother Rajbala, a resident of Raj 
Nagar District Centre, was walking near her home 
when the assailant approached her around 6.20am. The 
accused snatched the gold chain and locket from her 
neck.“When my mother opposed him, the accused 
pushed and shoved her, and also dragged her on the 
road. My mother was seriously injured,” Singh 
said.CCTV footage shows the accused, wearing a 
helmet with his face further covered with a white cloth, 
roaming the area on foot, looking for a target. When he 
spots Rajbala, he crosses the road and snatches the 
chain from behind her. He is later seen escaping on his 
bike, which was parked at a distance.

7UAPA cases against Shehzad 
Bhatti network in a year; 6 
operatives in jail

Ghaziabad.(Agency)
---------------------------------------------------------------
Amid student protests in several districts of Uttar 
Pradesh over govt school infrastructure, the 
Ghaziabad administration has formed a three-member 
team to inspect schools. The team, comprising a block 
education officer, block development officer and an 
engineer, will assess infrastructure, basic facilities and 
other arrangements in schools across the district.
DM Ravinder Mander told TOI, “The officials will 
inspect schools, speak to students and submit a 
detailed report after completing the survey. 
Deficiencies found during the inspection would be 
addressed and necessary corrective measures taken.”
The district magistrate will monitor Chief Minister 
Abhyudaya classes conducted at Sarvodaya 
Vidyalaya in Nidori and Bhagirath School in 
Sanjaynagar through CCTV cameras. “The social 
welfare officer has been directed to ensure that 
necessary facilities are available for students 
attending the Abhyudaya classes, where free coaching 
is provided for competitive examinations, including 
the UPSC,” the DM added.The administration will 
also review the progress of Kayakalp projects that aim 
at improving basic infrastruture in govt schools across 
the district.Meanwhile, minister of state for disabled 
welfare and empowerment Narendra Kashyap held a 
meeting with department officials on Thursday and 
directed them to closely monitor schools and 
universities across the state.TOI had earlier reported 
that several schools in the district have been facing 
shortages of classrooms, toilets, drinking water 
facilities and playgrounds. There is also a major 
shortage of teachers, particularly in schools located in 
urban areas of the district.

Ghaziabad.(Agency)
----------------------------------------------------------------
Haryana Police intensified the crackdown on Pakistan-
based gangster-turned-terror operative Shehzad 
Bhatti’s network, registering seven cases under 
Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act (UAPA) against 
Bhatti and his local associates across Ambala, Karnal, 
Hisar and Kurukshetra over the past year.
Six of Bhatti’s alleged local operatives are currently 
lodged in Haryana jails in cases registered across the 
state, including the case relating to the IED blast at 
Ambala’s Baldev Nagar police station. Police 
recovered seven grenades, two IEDs and around 2kg of 
RDX from the network during 2025-26.
More than 150 people suspected of being in touch with 
Bhatti through social media were rounded up, of whom 
52 were detained for further investigation ahead of 
Independence Day on Aug 12, officials said. While 
most were released after questioning, police also 
alerted the families and village elders of those with 
suspected links to or online engagement with Bhatti.
National Investigation Agency (NIA) had in July filed a 
chargesheet against eight accused, including Bhatti, in 
connection with the Ambala blast on Jan 11 this year. 
The NIA investigation alleged that Bhatti was running 
operational modules in India and directing local 
operatives to arrange logistics, explosives and other 
material for attacks on police establishments.The 
crackdown comes amid a wider probe into Bhatti’s 
efforts to establish operational modules in India by 
recruiting vulnerable youths through social media and 
encrypted communication platforms. 

Snatcher steals gold chain 
from 70-year-old 400m from 
DM’s house
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Gurugram: 1-JCB
demolishing shops built
on government land occu-
pied by criminal Ricky in
Sector-37. 2-Illegal shops
and tin sheds of liquor
sellers located in sector 5
area were razed.
Continuing its crackdown
on criminals, the
Gurugram police demol-
ished illegal properties
belonging to 9 criminals,
including a gangster, on
Tuesday. An illegal mar-
ket, 'Ricky Ki Mandi',
built by gangster Ricky on
government land in
Khandsa village was
demolished. Ricky is a
repeat criminal offender
who has been jailed in a
case registered at the
Sector-50 police station.
He had illegally occupied
HSIIDC land and built
approximately 100 tempo-
rary shops and 10 perma-
nent shops on it. He was
collecting roughly Rs 6
lakhs from the shops per
month, said a police offi-
cial. “These illegal shops
were demolished by a
joint team of police and

enforcement led by
Inspector Manjeet, SHO,
Sector-37 police station,
with the assistance of 80
police personnel. A total
of 31 cases have been reg-
istered against gangster
Ricky, 2 in Rewari and 29
in Gurugram. Gurugram
police has prepared a pro-
file of criminals who have
acquired property illegal-
ly and immorally through
criminal activities.
Properties of all such
criminals will be demol-
ished”, said a Gurugram
police spokesperson. The
police also demolished
liquor stores and tin
sheds of eight criminals.
All were built on govern-
ment land in Sector-5. Of
the eight accused, seven
were identified as Mohit,
Naveen,  land in Khandsa
village was demolished.
Ricky is a repeat criminal
offender who has been
jailed in a case registered
at the Sector-50 police sta-
tion. He had illegally occu-
pied HSIIDC landIzhar,

Rahul, Deepak, Prashant
and Rahul, all of whom
were residents of 12
Biswa Gurgaon village
and were repeat offenders
for selling illegal liquor
with multiple cases regis-
tered against them under
the Excise Act. The
eighth accused was
Manjeet Singh Saini, resi-
dent of Gurugram.
Gurugram police has pre-
pared a profile of crimi-
nals who have acquired
property illegally and
immorally through crimi-
nal activities. Properties8
Biswa Gurgaon village
with a total of 17 cases
registered against him.
“Such strict action against
criminals and illegal
encroachers will continue
to be taken in the future
and those who play loose
with law and order will not
be spared under any cir-
cumstances”, said a senior
police officer.
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NAME CHANGE
I, Kulsum w/o Rozuddin R/o B-17,
Gali No.3A, Near Mohalla Dilshad
Masjid, Old Mustafabad, Delhi-
110094, have changed my name
to Kulsoom for all future purposes. 

NAME CHANGE
I Kapil Kumar Yadav S/o Dinesh
Yadav R/o House No-523 P,
Sector-14,Gurgaon,Haryana-
122001, Have Changed My Name
To Kapil Yadav For All Purpose

NAME CHANGE
I Tajinder Kaur W/o Jaspreet Singh
Baweja R/o 52/43 Ramjas Road
Karol Bagh Delhi -110005 Have
Changed My Name To Tajinder
Kaur Baweja For All Purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I Manoj Ram S/o Ram Bilash Ram
R/o Flat No-6, Tower-8,Hamelia
Street,IRIS,Vatika City, Sector-49,
Gurgaon, Haryana-122018, Have
Changed My Name To Manoj
Kumar For All Purpose

NAME CHANGE
I Sarve Preet Kaur Kochhar W/o
Manpreet Singh Kochhar R/o
10C/80 SFS Flats Green View
Appartment Mayapuri Road Hari
Nagar West Delhi-110064 Have
Change My Given Name
Sarvepreet kaur and Surname
Kochhar for all purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I Swaran Kaur Sawhney W/o Prith
Pal Singh R/o 10C/80 SFS Flats
Green View Appartment Mayapuri
Road Hari Nagar West Delhi-
110064 Have Changed My Name
to Swaran Kaur for all purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I Taran Preet Singh Kochhar S/o
Manpreet Singh Kochhar R/o
10C/80 SFS Flats Green View
Appartment Mayapuri Road Hari
Nagar West Delhi-110064 Have
Change My Given Name
Taranpreet Singh and Surname
Kochhar for all purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, Anupama D/o Pradeep Kumar
R/o D-754/A, Gali No.1, Ashok
Nagar, Shahdara, Delhi-110093
have changed my name to
Anupama Chaudhary.

NAME CHANGE
I, Pradeep Kumar S/o Prem
Chand R/o D-754/A, Gali No.1,
Ashok Nagar, Shahdara, Delhi-
110093 have changed the name
of my minor son from Arjun to
Arjun Vaidwan.

NAME CHANGE
I, VINOD KUMAR S/O UDAY
SINGH residing at FLAT NO-G-
3/8, NEAR DDA WATER TANK,
SECTOR-4, ROHINI, DELHI-
110085 have changed my name
to VINOD KUMAR KUSHWAHA
for all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, Anil Balakrishna Panicker
s/o Angakattil Narayan
Balakrishna Panicker R/o A-
6/334-A, Janta Flats, Paschim
Vihar, Delhi-110063, have
changed my name to Anil Bala
Panicker permanently. 

NAME CHANGE
I, SH AUTAR SINGH Father of JC-
413677X Rank-SUB MAJ Name-
BHAGAT SINGH presently residing
at VILL-BILTIYA SUKOLI TALLI,
PO-DHAUNTIYAL, DIST-PAURI
GARHWAL, UTTARAKHAND-
246155 have changed my name
from SH AUTAR SINGH to AVTAR
SINGH for all future purposes vide
affidavit dated 12/03/2024 before
Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, SANTOSH KUMAR  S/O VISHVA
NATH PRASAD  residing at  PLOT
NO-58&59, FLAT NO-B-2, STREET
NO-5, HAVENS GARDEN MATIALA,
DELHI-110059 have changed my
name to  SANTOSH KUMAR GUPTA
for all future purposes

NAME CHANGE
I, SIDDHARATH RANA S/O BHAG-
WAN RANA residing at H NO-1074,
SIRASPUR, DELHI-110042  have
changed my name to SIDDHARTH
RANA for all future purpose.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I,
BALJEET SINGH S/o GURCHARAN
SINGH R/o 12/32, Geeta Colony, East
Delhi-110031 declare that name of
mine, my wife and my minor daughter
has been wrongly written as BAL-
JEET SINGH CHUGH, GURPREET
KAUR CHUGH, JASLEEN KAUR
CHUGH in my minor daughter
JASLEEN KAUR aged 16 years in her
10th class Educational Documents.
The actual name of mine, my wife and
my minor daughter are BALJEET
SINGH, GURPREET KAUR and
JASLEEN KAUR respectively, which
may be amended accordingly.

PUBLIC NOTICE
I Jyoti pal W/O Sunil Kumar R/O WZ-
125, Village Begumpur,  North  West
Delhi , -110086.declare that name of
mine  has been wrongly written as Jyoti
in my minor Daughter Yashika aged 14
years in her  school cords  and birth
certificate no MCDOLR09368299 .The
actual my name is  Jyoti Pal.

NAME CHANGE
I, PUNNAM DEVI Wife of No-
14913053K Rank-HAV Name-
NARENDER SINGH R/O C-7, LAXMI
GARDEN, NAJAFGARH, NEW
DELHI-110043 have changed my
name from PUNNAM DEVI to POON-
AM DEVI for all future purposes vide
Affidavit Dated 30/09/2023 before
Executive Magistrate, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, NEETAS DEVI Wife of No-3204848W
Rank-HAV Name-DHARMENDRA
SINGH R/O VILL-BISHUNDAS, PO-
MURSAN, DISTT-HATHRAS, U.P-
204213 have changed my name from
NEETAS DEVI to NITESH DEVI for all
future purposes vide Affidavit Dated
30/09/2023 before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, ANITA BANSAL W/O PAWAN
BANSAL residing at B-504, MAYUR-
DHWAJ APARTMENT, I.P EXTN.
EAST DELHI-110092 have Change
my name to ANITA RANI BANSAL for
all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, ABDUL TAWWAB S/O Shri Abdul
Rehman Resident of House No. C-16,
Abhimanyu Gali, Near Babu Ram
Chowk, Arjun Mohalla, Moujpur, Delhi-
110053 have changed my name
ABDUL TAUWAB to ABDUL TAWWAB
for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, NO-17007475L Rank-NK Name-
JITENDRA GANGWAR S/O LATE
NIRANJAN LAL GANGWAR R/O
WARD NO-11, MOHALLA
GYASPUR, NEAR BANGALI BABA
MANDIR, BILASPUR, PILIBHIT,
UTTAR PRADESH-262201 have
changed my minor son’s name from
DAKSH GANGWAR to YASH
GANGWAR for all future purposes
vide Affidavit Dated 05/09/2023
before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, NO-17007475L Rank-NK Name-
JITENDRA GANGWAR S/O LATE
NIRANJAN LAL GANGWAR R/O
WARD NO-11, MOHALLA
GYASPUR, NEAR BANGALI BABA
MANDIR, BILASPUR, PILIBHIT,
UTTAR PRADESH-262201 have
changed my minor son’s name from
DAKSH GANGWAR to YASH
GANGWAR for all future purposes
vide Affidavit Dated 05/09/2023
before Notary Public, Delhi.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I,
Rahul Vishwakarma S/o H.P.
Vishvakarma R/o J-4, Ground Floor
Gandhi Market, Mir Dard Road,
Minto Road, Indraprastha, Central
Delhi, Delhi-110002 declare that
name of mine has been wrongly writ-
ten as Rahul Kumar Vishvakarma in
my minor daughter namely Anika
Vishvakarma aged 5 years in his
School Records. The actual name of
mine is Rahul Vishwakarma.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that 1
INDU CHAUHAN W/O NARENDER
SINGH CHAUHAN R/O N-129/1, T-
HUTS, KHILONA BAGH DIST
NORTH WEST DELHI-110009
declare that name of mine has been
wrongly written as INDU KANWAR
in my minor son namely HARSH
VARDHAN SINGH CHAUHAN
aged 13 years in his school record
and birth certificate No. MCDOLIR -
2211-005020356. The actual name
of mine is INDU CHAUHAN which
may be amended accordingly

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that
CHANDER VEER S/O RAM JI LAL
R/O Q-157 Vikas Vihar Uttam Nagar
West Delhi Delhi-110059 declare that
name of mine has been wrongly writ-
ten as CHANDER PAL in my minor
daughter namely KIRTI aged 15 years
in her birth certificate No.MCDOLIR-
0110-004425168. The actual name of
mine is CHANDER VEER which may
be amended accordingly

NAME CHANGE
I Jugal Kishor S/o Lila Dhar R/o
H.No-196 S/F, Kh.No-619/21,
Chattar Pur, South Delhi, Delhi-
110074 have changed the name of
my minor daughter namely Krishna
Devi aged 16 years and she shall
hereafter be known as Priya.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as Farman S/o
Akeel Ahmed R/o B 272/27, Gali No
4, Subhash Mohalla North Ghonda,
Garhi Mendu, Bhajan Pura, North
East, Delhi-110053 have changed
my name and shall hereafter be
known as Farman Ahmed.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as Atif S/o Manzoor
Khan R/o 1/99-C, 4F/F, Gali No-5,
Guru Harkrishan School Wali Gali,
Kabir Nagar, Gokal Pur, North East
Delhi, Delhi-110094 have changed
my name and shall hereafter be
known as Atif Khan.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as Aakash S/o
Makan Singh Rawat R/o 2087/5,
Gali No.20, Prem Nagar Patel
Nagar, Patel Nagar S.O, Central
Delhi, Delhi-110008 have changed
my name and shall hereafter be
known as Akash Rawat.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as Sanam Kumari W/o
Samarjeet Gupta R/o E-400-D, Block-
E, Ashok Nagar, Vasundhra Enclave,
East Delhi, Delhi, Delhi-110096 have
changed my name and shall hereafter
be known as Sonam Sav.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as Laxman Yadav
alias Bhavikshan Yadav S/O Bechan
Yadav R/O Gram Debra, Post Bela,
Thana Babubarhi, Ward No-02,
Bela, PO Bela, Dist Madhubani,
Bihar-847224 have changed my
name and shall hereafter be known
as Bhavikshna Yadav.

NAME CHANGE
I Swaran Kaur Sawhney W/o Prith
Pal Singh R/o 10C/80 SFS Flats
Green View Appartment Mayapuri
Road Hari Nagar West Delhi-
110064 Have Changed My Name
to Swaran Kaur for all purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, VINOD KUMAR S/O UDAY
SINGH residing at FLAT NO-G-
3/8, NEAR DDA WATER TANK,
SECTOR-4, ROHINI, DELHI-
110085 have changed my name
to VINOD KUMAR KUSHWAHA
for all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, NO-17007475L Rank-NK Name-
JITENDRA GANGWAR S/O LATE
NIRANJAN LAL GANGWAR R/O
WARD NO-11, MOHALLA
GYASPUR, NEAR BANGALI BABA
MANDIR, BILASPUR, PILIBHIT,
UTTAR PRADESH-262201 have
changed my minor son’s name from
DAKSH GANGWAR to YASH
GANGWAR for all future purposes
vide Affidavit Dated 05/09/2023
before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, SANJAY KUMAR CHOUDHARY
S/o LATE SH. LAXMAN CHAUD-
HARY Permanent R/o Parsauni
Khirodhar, Sitamarhi, Bihar-843325
and Presently Residing at Plot No.
B-20, Second Floor, Dass Garden,
Baprola Vihar, Najafgarh, New
Delhi-110043. declare that name of
mine has been wrongly written as
SANJAY CHOUDHARY in my minor
daughter namely SHIWANGI
CHOUDHARY aged 17 years in her
10th class Marksheet. The actual
name of mine is SANJAY KUMAR
CHOUDHARY, which may be
amended accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
I, MOGHAL FATHIMA BAIG Wife
of JC-335017L Rank-NB/SUB
Name-MOGHAL MOHAMMAD
BAIG Presently residing at 9-5-5,
ANDHRA RATNA NAGAR, PER-
ALA HIGH SCHOOL, PERALA,
CHIRALA PRAKASAM DISTRICT,
ANDHRA PRADESH-523157,
have changed my name from
MOGHAL FATHIMA BAIG to
FATHIMA SHAIK for all future pur-
poses vide Affidavit dated
16/07/2025 before First Class
Magistrate, Shillong, Meghalaya.

NAME CHANGE
I, Sansare Amrut Narayan father of
No.4580889H Rank-Hav Name
Sansare Ravindra Amrut residing at
Vill. Deolali Pravara, Tehsil - Rahuri,
District.Ahilyanagar, Maharashtra -
413716 have changed my name
from Sansare Amrut Narayan to
Amrut Narayan Sansare vide affi-
davit dated 15.07.2025 executed
before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I Tajinder Kaur W/o Jaspreet Singh
Baweja R/o 52/43 Ramjas Road
Karol Bagh Delhi -110005 Have
Changed My Name To Tajinder
Kaur Baweja For All Purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, S VANITHA W/o No. 14838283N
Rank-HAV/MT Name-RAMESH P
R/o VILL-SEDRAMPUTTU, PO-
SEDRAMPUTTU, TEH-POLUR,
DIST-THRUVANNAMALAI, TAMIL
NADU-632315, have changed my
name from S VANITHA to VANITHA
R for all future purposes vide
Affidavit dated 15/07/2025 before
Notary Public, Kupwara.

NAME CHANGE
I, Sushma D/O Shambu Prasad
Dharmana W/O Vinod Kumar R/O B-6
Police Colony Mandir Marg New Delhi
110001 Have changed my name to
Sushma Badola for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, hitherto known as ASHISH KUMAR
RATHOR  S/O PURAN LAL R/O Q-48,
RAJEEV NAGAR BEGUM PUR,
NORTH WEST DELHI, DELHI-110086,
have changed my name and shall here-
after be known as RAZAAHMED.

New Delhi: A mentally
challenged woman, aban-
doned and found pregnant
in Delhi last month, has
been reunited with her
family after a 37-day
search by the Seemapuri
police team. The reunion
took place at the Institute
of Human Behaviour &
Allied Sciences (IHBAS)
Hospital, where she had
been receiving medical
treatment since
September 1. The 21-year-
old woman, a resident of
RaniKhera village,
Tikamgarh, Madhya
Pradesh, was found wan-
dering in the Seemapuri
area on September 1. She
was admitted to GTB
Hospital for medical
examination and later pro-

duced before the court,
which ordered her admis-
sion to IHBAS Hospital for
mental health evaluation.
Efforts to trace her family
initially proved unsuccess-
ful. Her photographs were
also published in leading
dailies to get clue about
her family. On September
7, she delivered a prema-
ture baby girl, who later
passed away during treat-
ment at SDN Hospital.
The police continued
investigations, coordinat-
ing with the local authori-
ties in Bageshwar Dham,
Madhya Pradesh. The
breakthrough came when
local residents identified
her, allowing the police to
reconnect her with her
family. The court on

October 7 praised the
efforts of Seemapuri SHO
Sub-Inspector Anupam
and Head Constable
Ankush, calling their
work “exemplary” and
directed the Shahdara
DCP to consider reward-

ing the officers. Deputy
Commissioner of Police
Prashant Gautam com-
mended the Seemapuri
police staff for their per-
sistent efforts in reunit-
ing the woman with her
family.

New Delhi: Delhi
Police Special Cell, in a
joint operation with
Gurugram police, arrest-
ed two members of the

Gogi gang wanted in the
murder of Neeraj Tehlan,
a key witness in a
Najafgarh double murder
case, after a brief
exchange of fire in Sector
99, Gurugram, on Friday.
The men have been iden-
tified as Mohit Jakhad

(29), a resident of Goyla
Khurd, Chhawla, Delhi,
and Jatin Rajput (21), of
Vipin Garden, Dwarka
Mor. The encounter took

place in the early hours
of September 26, when
the two accused, riding a
motorcycle near
Dhankot, opened fire at
the police team. Sub
Inspector Vikas was hit
in the arm, while another
bullet struck Head

Constable Narpat’s bul-
letproof jacket, leaving
him unharmed. The
police retaliated in self-
defence and managed to
overpower the duo, who
sustained gunshot
wounds to their legs.
They were taken to hos-
pital along with the
injured of ficer. The
arrests are linked to the
killing of Tehlan on July
4, in Najafgarh. Tehlan, a
prime witness in an earli-
er double murder, was
targeted by gangster

Sanjeev alias Sanju
Dahiya, a former associ-
ate turned rival who
blamed him for inform-
ing police about his
movements. In February
2024, Dahiya and his aide
Harsh alias Chintu had
attacked Tehlan in a
Najafgarh salon, killing
two of his associates,
Sonu Tehlan and Ashish
Sindhu. Though Chintu
was later arrested after
being deported from
Mexico, Dahiya remains
absconding. The police

said the two men arrest-
ed on Friday admitted
they acted on Dahiya’s
instructions and sought
revenge against Tehlan.
Officers added that both,
influenced by gangster
culture, had fallen under
Dahiya’s sway. Delhi
Police said its crackdown
on organised crime has
intensified in recent
weeks, with 44 gang
members and six juve-
niles apprehended across
Delhi-NCR in the past
month alone.

2 Gogi gang members held after
encounter in Gurugram

Over 3,500 kg of illegal 
firecrackers seized from house

New Delhi: The Delhi Police seized 3,580.4 kg of
illegal firecrackers from a house in Vishal Enclave,
Rajouri Garden, preventing a potential fire tragedy in
the thickly populated area, they said on Saturday. The
police also arrested three members of a family for
repackaging the firecrackers for sale ahead of the fes-
tive season. The accused have been identified as Sushil
Kakkar (53), his wife Upasana Kakkar (50) and their son
Shivam Kakkar (28). On the basis of specific intelli-
gence, the Special Staff team conducted a raid at a resi-
dential premises on September 25. During the raid, offi-
cers found crackers stored throughout the house,
including the kitchen. The family members were caught
red-handed while repacking the crackers into smaller
consignments for supply in Delhi. The police said the
family runs a shop selling namkeen and other eatables
in Moti Nagar, but had been illegally procuring crackers
from Meerut, Gurugram and Ghaziabad to sell these at
higher profit margins in Delhi. A case has been regis-
tered under Section 9-B of the Explosives Act and appro-
priate sections of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita at the
Rajouri Garden police station. The police said the recov-
ery ensured compliance with the Supreme Court’s
orders and averted a possible large-scale fire accident in
the congested neighborhood.

Mobile thefts account for 87% of
crimes reported in Delhi Metro
New Delhi: Mobile thefts account for nearly 87 per

cent of crimes reported in Delhi Metro, mostly linked to
organised syndicates, according to the Delhi Police. To
address this issue, the Delhi Police Metro unit had
launched “Mission Reconnect 2.0 – Your Phone’s
Journey Back Home” in June. As part of this initiative,
the Metro unit has come up with five specialised teams
— a technical unit to trace phones through e-FIR data
and technical surveillance, a field unit to catch offend-
ers, a nodal officer unit to coordinate with the police
across states, a court facilitation unit to simplify legal
procedures through virtual hearings and a reconnecting
unit to return phones directly to victims, said Kushal Pal
Singh, Deputy Commissioner of Police (Metro).
Gurugram DC directs traffic cops to

suspend drunk drivers' licences
Gurugram: Amid the festive season picking fer-

vour and surge in liquor sales, Gurugram DC Ajay
Kumar has ordered the traffic police to come down
heavy on cases of drunk driving. Kumar, while chair-
ing a road safety meeting, asked the traffic police offi-
cials to suspend the licences of drivers commuting in
an intoxicated state, urging a zero tolerance stance.
“Drunk driving should be dealt with sternly. There
can be no mercy, no respite to the offenders. Licences
should be suspended to ensure safety on the roads,”
said Kumar. It was decided that the licences of those
found driving under the influence of alcohol would
be suspended for three months. Kumar directed that
all SDMs should monitor the licencing process in
their respective areas and that the departments con-
cerned should take ef fective measures to prevent
accidents. “The number of road accidents and the
resulting fatalities must be reduced,” he said, urging
the police to raise awareness about road safety. The
police have also been asked to develop an action
plan to prevent cases of speeding. Kumar also direct-
ed that trees and bushes be trimmed to enhance vis-
ibility at the various T-point and U-turns. The DC
also directed that, with the winter season about to
begin, proper reflectors be installed on all major
roads to prevent accidents due to fog.

The Sikh Times
New Delhi: A city resi-

dent’s family trip to Kerala
turned out to be night-
mare after he lost Rs
50,000 by clicking on a
link offering cheap air
tickets. The police have
arrested two fraudsters in
this regard. The accused
— Tanuj Agarwal, (28),
and Tanveer (28) — gave
their bank account details
to some Chinese nation-
als, whom they met on
social media, in lieu of
money, the police said.
The bank account was
being used by the Chinese
national to carry out fraud-
ulent transactions. A total
of 25 complaints were
linked to the account. The
incident came to light after

a man, a resident of Civil
Lines, lodged a complaint
on the National Cyber
Reporting Platform that
he lost Rs 50,000 after
clicking on a link offering
cheap air tickets. After the
complaint, a case was reg-
istered at the Cyber North
police station, an official
said. It was found that the
complainant’s money was
transferred to a account of
UTM Tourism Services
Pvt. Ltd., being run by
Agarwal. Following this,
he was arrested from
Dehradun. Agarwal said
he gave his account to
Tanveer, who earlier
resided in the same locali-
ty but now shifted else-
where. A technical surveil-
lance was launched and
Tanveer was arrested

from Deoband, UP, the

official said. He disclosed
that he came in contact
with some Chinese nation-
als through Telegram app
and offered them to pro-
vide bank account details
in return of Rs 1 lakh to Rs
1.5 lakh per account. In

greed for easy money, he

contacted Agarwal, who
resided in the same locali-
ty, and agreed to share
account details with a
Chinese national in
exchange for Rs 65,000
through the application,
the official said.

2 held for duping people on
pretext of cheap air tickets

Raebareli (UP):  The
key accused in the lynch-
ing of a Dalit man on
October 2 in Raebareli
was arrested on Friday
after he was shot at and
injured in an encounter,
police said. With this, the
total number of arrests in
the case has risen to 12.
Searches are on for 10-15
more unidentified sus-
pects involved in the case,
police officials said.
Hariom Valmiki, a resi-
dent of Fatehpur district,
was on his way to his in-
laws’ home in Nai Basti,
Unchahar, when villagers
mistook him for a thief
and beat him to death.
“The key accused, Deepak
Agrahari, was intercepted
by police near Ganga Katri

in the Dalmau Kotwali
area. When pursued by
the SOG (special opera-
tions group), Unchahar,
and Dalmau police, he
fired at the team. In retal-
iatory action, police fired,
injuring him in the leg,”
said Additional
Superintendent of Police
Sanjiv Kumar Sinha. He
was immediately taken to
a local health centre for
treatment, Sinha added.
Police had announced a
reward of Rs 25,000 for the
arrest of the key accused
in the case, which led to a
political furore with the
opposition Congress and
Samajwadi Party attacking

the BJP government over
the law and order situation
in the state as well as
crimes against Dalits. BJP
leaders dismissed the
charges, saying the oppo-
sition only wanted to
malign Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath’s govern-
ment, which has trans-
formed the state over the
last eight years. 

Five policemen, two of
them sub-inspectors, have
been suspended for dere-
liction of duty over the
matter, according to offi-
cials.

Key accused shot
at in police encounter, held

Illegal properties of 9 criminals
razed in Gurugram

Mentally challenged woman 
reunited with family after 37 days

Man held with 458 kg of banned firecrackers
Gurugram: Over 458 kg of banned firecrackers

were seized and a man arrested following a police
raid in the Jaikampura area of Gurugram. The
arrested accused was identified as Harsh Arora, a
resident of Jaikampura, Gurugram. According to
the police, a total of 485 kg and 180 g of banned
firecrackers were recovered from his possession.
A case has been registered under relevant sections
of the Explosives Act at City Police Station.
“During police interrogation, it was revealed that
the accused had brought the fireworks from Delhi
with the intention of selling them.  He had stored
them in the basement of his rented house in
Jaikampura. A fur ther probe is under way,” said a
spokesperson for Gurugram Police.

NAME CHANGE
I, DEEPAK KUMAR VERMA S/O
PARTAP SINGH resident of H.No.16,
Tara Nagar Main Kakrola Road,
Kakrola, South West Delhi, Delhi-
110078 have changed the name of
my minor daughter SHREYA ALIAS
SHREYA VERMA aged 13 years,
and she shall hereafter be known as
SHREYA VERMA.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as SAMEERA
SINGH D/O SUDHIR KUMAR
SINGH residing at Flat No.E-1058,
River Heights, Raj Nagar,
Extension, Tower-15, Ghaziabad,
U.P.-201001, have changed my
name and shall hereafter be known
as SAMEERA SINGH AMETHIA.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I,
BALJEET SINGH S/o GURCHARAN
SINGH R/o 12/32, Geeta Colony, East
Delhi-110031 declare that name of
mine, my wife and my minor daughter
has been wrongly written as BAL-
JEET SINGH CHUGH, GURPREET
KAUR CHUGH, JASLEEN KAUR
CHUGH in my minor daughter
JASLEEN KAUR aged 16 years in her
10th class Educational Documents.
The actual name of mine, my wife and
my minor daughter are BALJEET
SINGH, GURPREET KAUR and
JASLEEN KAUR respectively, which
may be amended accordingly.
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domestic contributions, and the observations made The recent publication of the audited accounts of the PM’s 
by the auditors.The accounts for earlier years had Citizen Assistance and Relief in Emergency Situations 
offered somewhat greater detail on the returned funds Fund for two years provides an occasion to reflect on the 
and expenditure. It would be useful for the authorities importance of transparency in its finances. The statement, 
to provide additional clarifications to help citizens dated August 7, shows that the fund had a closing balance 
better understand the fund’s finances and changes in of ?8,452 crore in 2024-25—an almost 18 percent 
the manner of disclosure. A relook at the emergencies increase over 2023-24 and 56 percent over 2021-22, the 
the fund addresses may also be considered. The first year for which audited numbers had earlier been 
pandemic has passed, but distress has not. Even shared. In contrast, the trust disbursed ?87.9 lakh in the 
within the listed purposes, medical research and latest audited year—almost all of it for PM CARES for 
capacity augmentation to face the next public health Children, a scheme launched in May 2021 to support 
emergency are widely-felt requirements.The PM and children orphaned by the pandemic. More than 90 percent 
the Union ministers of defence, home and finance are of the balance at the end of 2024-25 was parked in fixed 
the fund’s ex officio trustees, and it is administered deposits.There is, of course, no suggestion that the size of 

also be used for other PM schemes addressing distress. through the PM’s Office. In view of this institutional the reserves is a matter of concern in itself. The trust’s 
Given the wide range of purposes, substantial reserves framework, public interest in the fund’s functioning is deed—executed soon after the Covid-19 pandemic struck 
may well be necessary. The larger issue is whether the understandable. More transparency and context can only in 2020—lists its primary objectives as assistance for any 
disclosures provide adequate context on the management strengthen public confidence in an institution created to emergency or calamity, creation or upgrade of healthcare 
of these reserves, the sources of large foreign and respond to extraordinary situations.and pharma facilities, and relevant research. The fund can 

Far East prop that averted 
a global domino

Cast(e)ing the Census

Transparency on fund management can bolster public trust in PM CARES

The recent joint intervention by the Bank of Japan 
(BoJ) and the US Federal Reserve (Fed) to support 
the floundering yen resembled two drowning 
people, neither of whom can swim, trying to keep 
each other afloat.The yen has slid since the end of 
2020 from 102 to the US dollar to a recent low of 
164—a decline of 60 percent to its lowest level in 
nearly four decades. After failed attempts to 
jawbone markets, checking rates to signal intent, 
the BoJ and Fed were forced to finally buy yen 
equivalent of around $87 billion. The official 
rhetoric was market stability. According to 
President Donald Trump, “they have a weakening 
yen, and they wanted a little bit of help... Japan’s 
been very good to us, with the exception, of course, 
of Pearl Harbour”. The reality is different.Japan 
faces rising inflation exacerbated by high energy 
prices, most of it imported, which is affected by a 
weaker yen. Reluctance to increase rates to counter 
inflation reflects a weak economy and high 
government borrowings. Another consideration is 
that a weak yen may result in divestment from 
foreign investors, who own around 32 percent of 
Japanese equities, affecting shares and the 
currency. 
A weaker yen presents different problems for the 
US. Upward pressure on the dollar reduces export 
competitiveness. For Japanese investors, who are 
major global exporters of capital, higher BoJ rates 
favour domestic investments. With Japan as the 
largest holder of US Treasury bonds (around $1.1 
trillion), this would push up American rates and 
reduce demand for new issues. It could undermine 
the carry trade, where borrowed yen at low rates is 
used to fund higher yielding assets. Policymakers 
are wary of a repeat of the August 2024 unwind of 
the yen carry trade when Japan’s Nikkei 225 index 
fell 12.4 percent, triggering declines in asset prices 
globally.The intervention used a repo facility 
where the BoJ received dollars from the US 
Treasury using its bond holding as collateral to 
fund its yen purchases. This avoided liquidation of 
Treasuries, which could pressure US rates. The Fed 
sold euros, not dollars, to buy yen to lower selling 
pressure on the US currency.Currency intervention 
rarely works, and its effects are temporary. While 
the September 1985 Plaza Accord designed to 
weaken the dollar was effective, subsequent 
attempts have proved less successful. The BoJ has 
intervened on several occasions with indifferent 
results. By mid- August, the yen had begun 
weakening.The episode highlights deep structural 
problems of both economies. 
For Japan, these can be traced back to the ‘bubble’ 
economy, which resulted from the Plaza Accord. 
To offset the effects of a stronger yen, 
policymakers expanded liquidity, setting off 
unsustainable increases in real estate and equity 
prices. At the end of 1989, the Nikkei closed at 
38,915.87, constituting 42 percent of the total 
global equity market. Extravagant property values 
were evidenced by the fact that the 3.4km² grounds 
of the Imperial Palace in Tokyo were worth more 
than 424,000 km² of land in California. 
After the BoJ raised interest rate to 6 percent, 
equity and urban land prices fell around 80 percent. 
The share market only regained its 1989 level in 
February 2024. Property prices remain below those 
bubble levels. The falls resulted in catastrophic bad 
debts requiring bailouts of major banks. 
Reluctance to restructure as it would recognise loan 
losses created zombie firms (some 15-20 percent of 
all businesses) whose earnings barely cover debt 
interest. As Japan became mired in its ‘lost 
decades’, policymakers responded with repeated 
fiscal stimulus, low and then negative interest 
rates, multiple rounds of quantitative easing and 
liquidity infusions. The measures did not restart 
economic activity which averages an anaemic 1 
percent, create inflation to boost asset values and 
reduce the real debt levels. It created chronic 
budget deficits, the highest government debt in the 
Organisation for Economic Co-operation and 
Development—250 percent of GDP—and an over-
burdened central bank whose government bond 
holding peaked at 54 percent in 2023. 

ZThe constitutional doctrine of  separation of  powers is now in tatters

FINALLY, India is conducting its Census. Like most other 
countries, India has been enumerating its population 
according to several social and economic attributes every 
10 years. The Census was scheduled to be held in 2021, 
but it got delayed, initially because of Covid-19 and later 
due to internal contingencies. With the household as the 
unit of enumeration, the exercise collects demographic 
details of every individual living in the country, including 
even those who are not Indian nationals.The Census is not 
an innocuous estimation of the total population or a 
mapping of the patterns of its growth or decline. It 
provides critical data that governments require for 
policymaking and long-term planning. It also helps in 
imaging and imagining the country. A higher proportion 
of the younger population, for example, would present a 
very different picture of a country compared with one that 
may have a majority in the older age category, say, above 
50 years. Such a simple mapping of age would go on to 
raise a wide range of questions about the future 
challenges and potential. The same is true about other 
variables, such as religion, language, occupation or 
gender.Given the vastness of its coverage, the schedule 
for conducting the Census is carefully planned. What to 
include and what to exclude are often decided politically. 
Census data and modes of its classification could also 
become a resource for  political action. It may even help 
produce new identities. In the 1920s, for example, a margins, the Dalits and “backward communities”. They 1931! What explains such an inflation of caste identities? 
section of Punjabi Dalits demanded that they be classified often frame it as an institution that works as a barrier to How could such a list be meaningfully classified at the 
as a separate religion, Ad Dharam, rather than as a Hindu their citizenship. Even when democratic politics has national level? These are not difficult questions to answer. 
caste. Such an identification, they thought, would bring empowered them, they often find it hard to travel beyond However, they needed to be raised before the enumeration 
them on a par with other religions, and not as a “low- the boundaries of the local economy.When then Prime was carried out. In the absence of such serious 
status” caste group within Hinduism. Minister VP Singh decided to implement the engagement, the exercise proved to be a waste of money 

For some reason, the colonial rulers stopped enumerating recommendations of the Mandal Commission in 1990, he and effort.Caste is indeed not an easy subject. However, 
caste after 1931. After Independence, India enumerated gave legitimacy to the grievances of OBCs (Other we must recognise that caste operates at the regional level. 
only the “untouchables” — communities which were Backward Classes). The limited data available on caste India has enough experience of enumerating Scheduled 
listed as Scheduled Castes. This was done to implement and the modern economy tended to support their claim Castes. The same methodology could be extended for 
reservation for them. Otherwise, the new native elite saw that they had been left behind.Even the pathways to enumerating the OBCs. The rest, too, could be classified 
caste as a bad thing, a feudal hangover. “Caste ought to mobility have not been easily accessible to agrarian into sociologically meaningful categories. We also have 
have no place in a modern nation,” they widely professed. castes. The most critical of these is access to high-quality robust scholarship on the subject, and we already know a 
Not enumerating it would help the people forget the education. However, in the absence of robust data on great deal about the regional trajectories of caste. 
practice, or at the least, would not reinforce it. IndiaNews caste and resource distribution, their claim remains a IndiaNews FocusHowever, no lessons seem to have been 
FocusHowever, caste was not merely a “cultural political slogan rather than a policy challenge for the learnt from the 2011 SECC exercise. The 2027 Census is 
hangover”. It was also a structure of material inequalities. State. Hence the demand for a caste Census.If caste is likely to repeat the mistakes made at that time.When the 
From land ownership patterns to spatial disparities in recognised as a marker of “backwardness” and NDA government announced the enumeration of caste, it 
Indian cities, everything had/has a caste dimension. It normalised as an aspect of State policy, why not count it? was presented as a major  political decision. However, the 
also works as a symbolic resource, a signifier of social The demand was raised in the run-up to the 2011 Census. proposal to count caste appears to be a mere symbolic 
worth and networks, aukaat and jaan-pehchaan.India has The UPA government promised to count caste, but not as gesture, a reluctant bureaucratic process. Of the 40 
changed over the past eight decades, in some ways quite part of the national Census. It was done half-heartedly questions in the 2027 Census schedule, 13 have been 
radically. Caste, too, has changed, but it remains a robust through a separate exercise, the Socio-Economic Caste newly added. Surprisingly, none of them is on caste. The 
axis of inequality. An important aspect of the change it Census (SECC), without any serious consultation with question on caste has simply been added to the SC/ST 
has seen is its increasing politicisation. Participation in experts. Respondents were simply asked to report their question. Those who do not belong to either category may 
politics has altered the grammar of caste. It is no longer caste.The SECC found an astonishing number of caste report their caste, and nothing more. Most surprisingly, the 
about tradition, propounded by the holy Brahmin. Its names, around 46 lakh, up from just 4,147 recorded in term OBC is completely missing from the schedule.
persistence in the present time is articulated from its 

It seems that no lessons have been learnt from the flawed exercise of  2011

(1952-57) met on average for 135 days every year. The GeographicReference across India, 3.9 lakh (about 73%) are undertrials; 49% THE washout of the recent monsoon session of 
The attempts made by the UPA government and its 17th (2019-24) averaged only 55 sitting days annually. are in the age group of 18-30 years; 31% belong to Parliament has again drawn attention to the institutional 
successor, the NDA, to enforce judicial accountability The 18th Lok Sabha is all set to outdo its predecessor in Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes, and 10-15% are crisis that stares India in the face today, for any democracy 
and create a ‘say’ for the executive in judicial terms of dysfunctionality.State assemblies have fared no from Other Backward Classes.is only as strong or weak as the institutions that uphold 
appointments, respectively, came to nought. The Judicial The executive’s performance has been no better. Out of a better. For instance, the Punjab Vidhan Sabha met for only it.In the summer of 1787, when the founding fathers of the 
Standards and Accountability Bill that was passed in the population of 140 crore, around 94 crore people live in 17 days in 2022, 12 days each in 2023 and 2024, 15 days in United States of America met in Philadelphia, they were 
Lok Sabha on March 29, 2012, failed to get through the rural India. For the bulk of these residents, the interface 2025 and only 15 days this year so far. Between 2017 and obsessed with transforming the loose alliance of twelve 

with the State regarding civil matters takes place 2022, the Vidhan Sabha met for a mere 85 days out states into a nation and creating a governing architecture 
through a patwari, kanungo or at best a tehsildar. of its 1,825-day term.that would be the antithesis of monarchy, which was the 

Parliamentarians and legislators have been reduced In the criminal/penal sphere, it’s through a template across practically the entire known and 
to mere intercessors between the people and the havildar or an assistant sub-inspector (ASI), who discovered world at that time.They resuscitated the 
executive. This is not their job, notwithstanding the is the police chowki in-charge. In urban areas, the doctrine of separation of powers conceptualised by 
fact that they are elected by the popular will of the interface is through a municipal officer in the Aristotle and John Locke and refined by Montesquieu to 
masses. Their primary responsibility is to make civil arena and at best a havildar/ASI in the legal ensure that power does not get concentrated in a single 
good laws for the nation or their respective states domain.The citizen’s experience is never person or an institution, for they were mortified by the 
and deliberate on the grave challenges that fall pleasant. The State and its instrumentalities tyranny of power. This led to the institutionalisation of 
within their respective remits.However, invariably come across as exploitative, three separate branches of the government — the 
disruptions and sloganeering have been the norm extractive and oppressive. The situation is far executive, the legislature and the judiciary — to ensure 
and not the exception since the mid-1980s in worse in militancy-prone areas, where the State that they checked and balanced one other.The paranoia 
legislative institutions. Political parties across the apparatus is usually clad in olive green.against an overbearing ‘State’ was of such an order in the 

The 73rd and 74th Constitutional Amendments board take pride in wiping out entire sessions of newly created nation that in 1791, when the Bill of Rights 
that were supposed to bring governance closer to Parliament rather than debating laws and issues was incorporated into the American Constitution, its 2nd 
the grassroots have not really taken off even three premised on rational arguments. Parliamentarians Amendment said: “A well-regulated Militia, being 

Rajya Sabha and subsequently lapsed. The National 
decades later. They might have widened the and legislators are adjudged on the basis of their ability to necessary to the security of a free State, the right of the 

Judicial Appointments Commission Bill, introduced in 
representational pool at the local level, but states have scream and shout in the Well of the House or outside people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed.” 

conjunction with the 121st Constitution Amendment Bill, 
been extremely chary of devolving powers or providing rather than the strength of cogent submissions they should This amendment, designed to protect the liberty of the 

was near-unanimously passed by the Lok Sabha and 
financial autonomy to the Panchayati Raj institutions, be making.individual, holds the field even today, despite all the 

Rajya Sabha on August 13 and 14, 2014. It was ratified by 
Parliament and legislative assemblies have therefore thereby effectively crippling their efficacy and school shootings across the US.

16 states and notified as law on December 31, 2014. The 
become virtually irrelevant to the national discourse. functioning.A section of the mainstream media has earned Every Constitution written subsequently across the world 

Supreme Court struck it down on October 16, 2015.
These institutions are now nothing more than gladiatorial the sobriquet ‘Godi media’, seriously undermining the has the doctrine of separation of powers hard-coded into 

As of August 1, 2026, out of a sanctioned strength of 1,122 
arenas rather than hallowed chambers of calm and collective credibility of the Fourth Estate.About the its very structure. This was also the model that India 

judges in the High Courts, 341 posts (30.39%) were 
meditative deliberations.As far as the judiciary is Election Comission of India, the less said the better. What adopted when wise men and women conceptualised the 

vacant. There are 4.98 crore cases pending in district 
concerned, India is perhaps the only country where judges was once an autonomous institution is now perceived as Constitution between December 1946 and January 1950. 

courts, 64.61 lakh in High Courts and 95,469 in the 
of constitutional courts appoint other judges, another government department. It has lost the confidence This model, however, has collapsed in India. The biggest 

Supreme Court. Out of the 5.3 lakh people in prisons 
notwithstanding the Memorandum of Procedure. of an overwhelming majority of the Opposition.casualty has been the legislature. The first Lok Sabha 

India’s institutions are failing the people

It would be useful for the authorities to provide additional clarifications to help citizens better 

understand the fund’s finances and changes in the manner of disclosure
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The Sikh Times
Maligaon, 22nd August:

N.F. Railway remains commit-
ted to ensuring enhanced safe-
ty, comfort and convenience for
passengers throughout their
journey. In line with Indian
Railways’ ongoing moderniza-
tion initiatives, the zone has
successfully completed the con-
version of all long-distance pas-
senger trains operating over
N.F. Railway from conventional
ICF coaches to modern Linke
Hofmann Busch (LHB) coach-
es. With the completion of this
conversion, a total of 103 long-
distance passenger train servic-
es comprising 55 services
belonging to N.F. Railway and
48 services of other railway
zones are now operating with
LHB coaches. This achieve-
ment makes N.F. Railway fully
LHB-compliant for its long-dis-
tance train services. The transi-
tion to LHB coaches marks a
significant milestone towards
enhancing passenger safety,

improving travel comfort and
strengthening operational effi-
ciency, in line with Indian

Railways’ commitment to pro-
viding safer and more modern
rail services. These advanced
LHB coaches come equipped
with cutting-edge safety fea-
tures such as Fire and Smoke
Detection System (FSDS), Fire
Detection and Suppression
System (FDSS) and Aerosol-
based Fire Detection Systems,
ensuring enhanced passenger

security. A total of 1226 LHB AC
coaches have been fitted with
FSDS, while 155 power cars and

79 pantry cars are equipped
with FDSS. Additionally, 3436
AC coaches have been provided
with Aerosol-based Fire
Detection Systems. These fire
detection systems continuously
monitor critical areas within
train coaches to identify any
potential fire incidents and
promptly raise alarms for timely
intervention. Early and accu-

rate detection not only helps
prevent panic and injuries but
also minimizes loss of life and
property, reducing disruptions
to train services. To further
strengthen fire safety, all power
cars, pantry cars and AC coach-
es are being equipped with
appropriate fire protection sys-
tems in a phased manner.
Improving rail safety is an
ongoing process and continu-
ous efforts are made to
enhance it. In addition to con-
ducting regular safety drives,
periodic Safety Audits and
inspections are carried out on
railway infrastructure to identi-
fy vulnerabilities in asset main-
tenance, safety procedures and
systemic gaps. These assess-
ments help in implementing
effective measures to prevent
any untoward incidents and
ensure safer train operations.
N. F. Railway remains deeply
committed to ensuring the
highest levels of safety across
its network.

N.F. Railway Strengthens Safety
Measures for Safer Train Journeys
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