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Noida.(Agency)

--------------------------------

Hot and humid conditions persisted 
in the city on Saturday as rain clouds 
remained elusive, despite the India 
Meteorological Department (IMD) 
forecasting light to moderate rainfall 
and thunderstorms later in the day.

The maximum temperature remained 
above 33°C at monitoring stations 
across the city. At Gurgaon KVK, the 
maximum temperature was recorded 
at 33.2°C, while the Gurgaon AWS 
r e c o r d e d  3 3 ° C .  A t  N o r t h C a p  
U n i v e r s i t y ,  t h e  m a x i m u m  
temperature climbed to 34.1°C, 
significantly higher than the 30.6°C 
recorded there a day earlier.IMD has 
forecast light to moderate rainfall at 
many places across Haryana on 

Saturday, including Gurgaon, Rewari, 
Jhajjar, Nuh, Palwal, Faridabad, 
Rohtak, Sonipat, Panipat, Karnal, 
Kurukshetra, Kaithal, Jind, Ambala 
and Yamunanagar. Thunderstorms 
are also likely in several areas during 
the later part of the day.Despite the 
possibility f rain, the high humidity 
kept conditions uncomfortable for 
residents, particularly during the 
afternoon.However, the minimum 

temperature experienced a drop. At 
G u r g a o n  K V K ,  t h e  m i n i m u m  
temperature was recorded at 26.5°C, 
down from 28.3°C on Friday, while 
Gurgaon AWS recorded 25.2°C, 
compared with 26.4°C a day earlier. At 
NorthCap University, the minimum 
temperature stood at 27°C.The 
weather is likely to remain unsettled 
over the coming days. According to 
IMD, the weather conditions are 
being influenced by the monsoon 
trough, whose western end is 
currently north of its normal position 
while the eastern end is south of its 
normal position at mean sea level. An 
upper-air cyclonic circulation is also 
lying over southwest Rajasthan and 
adjoining areas  in the lower 
tropospheric levels.

Call of duty: Cops, athletes & social workers on list of 24 awardees

Hot, humid conditions persist as rain clouds elude

Noida roads take a battering after 
rain, rides turn bumpy across city

Ghaziabad.(Agency)

---------------------------------------------

The crime branch and local police 

teams conducted an intensive 

search in Silani village in Sohna on 

Friday night following specific 

intelligence about the possible 

presence of anti-social elements. 

Teams checked vehicles at entry 

and exit points and searched 

houses, streets, and vacant spaces, 

but found no suspects.

Ahead of Independence Day, police 

increased surveillance and checked 

multiple points in and around 

Silani. Educational institutes, 

schools, and colleges were also 

checked as a precautionary 

measure.“The checking was 

conducted following an input about 

the locality, but we did not have 

information about any specific 

house or building. Therefore, teams 

conducted checks in the village and 

nearby areas,” a police officer said.

Police teams set up checkpoints at 

key entry and exit points and 

conducted detailed checks of 

vehicles. Drivers and occupants 

were questioned as police searched 

houses, streets, vacant spaces, and 

other potential locations.

However, despite the intensive 

search, no suspect was found, and 

no arrest has been made so far, 

sources said.The search was carried 

out as part of heightened security 

a r r a n g e m e n t s  a h e a d  o f  

Independence Day. Around 4,500 

police personnel were deployed 

across the district, with multiple 

checkpoints put in place to prevent 

any untoward incident.

DEHLI/NCR

Roads under water; trees & poles 
uprooted: Cities on knees again

Noida/Ghaziabad. The showers that started Friday 
and continued on Sunday has led to heavy 
waterlogging in Noida and Ghaziabad.

A park for children in Noida Sector 51 has turned into 
a shallow pool, while parks and green belts in 
sectors 119, 12, 30, 120, etc., also remained out of 
bounds due to flooding.Low-lying areas, like 
Botanical Garden Metro station in Noida and Jagat 
Farm Market in Greater Noida, are under at least 
two feet of water. Meanwhile, residents reported 
flooded roads and basements in Noida sectors 22, 
30, 36, 51, 62, 71, 104, 105, 72, 117, 122, 99, 
etc.The picture is similar in Ghaziabad, with Abhay 
Khand, Loni, and Muradnagar facing waterlogging.

Late on Sunday, following reports of 12 people stuck 
in Tronica City due to heavy waterlogging, a team 
of Ghaziabad NDRF carried out a rescue operation. 
Considering a warning of heavy rain ahead, NDRF 
teams are on high alert for emergency response in 
Noida and Ghaziabad.Residents blamed the 
authorities for not taking adequate measures to 
check flooding.“The Noida Authority failed to 
prepare for the monsoon in advance. All its claims 
have fallen flat. In Sector 51, people are wading 
through one-and-a-half feet to two feet of water. 
The Sunday showers also left houses and basements 
flooded.

News box

Gurgaon.(Agency)

------------------------------------------------------

As the country celebrates its 80th 

Independence Day, the city honoured 

24 individuals across various sectors 

for their distinguished service and 

contributions.The police department 

accounted for the largest share, with 

nine entries, including joint citations 

covering multiple personnel. Other 

sectors represented in the honours 

i n c l u d e  c i v i c  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  

education, disability support, social 

service, judiciary and sports.The 

awardees include HPS officer Virender 

Singh, ACP (HQ), recognised for 

maintaining law and order through 

effective coordination and prompt 

intervention. EASI Rajendra, who was 

martyred while on duty, was also 

honoured for his exemplary service.

Other police personnel recognised for 

their specific operations include ASI 

Dharam Chand and SI Rajesh Kumar 

from Wazirpur police post for early 

recovery of a kidnapped child. SI 

Mohammad Zahid of Bilaspur police, 

SI Vivek, SI Praveen and EHSASI 

Sadarang were also awarded for their 

dedication and diligence in carrying 

out duties.A group of personnel, 

including SI Giriraj, SI Sanjay, ASI 

Amit, MHC Neelam and SI Rajbir, were 

recognised for their contribution to 

crime detection and effective police 

action. Another team — ASI Harish, 

ASI Ramdeya, ASI Sunil Kumar, HC 

Inderjeet,  HC Anil ,  Constable 

Shamsher, Constable Naveen and 

Constable Manjit — have been 

honoured for effective action against 

g a n g s t e r  a c t i v i t i e s . M u n i c i p a l  

Corporation officials whose work 

contributed to the civic bodyʼs legal 

and revenue functions were also 

honoured. District Attorney Sumer 

Singh Malhan and Assistant District 

Attorney Amit Malik have been 

r e c o g n i s e d  f o r  h a n d l i n g  t h e  

corporationʼs legal work before lower 

courts, High Court and Supreme Court, 

including writ petitions, COCs, SOPs 

and civil appeals. Tehsildar Harkesh 

Gupta, along with patwari Harkesh 

and Praveen, was applauded for the 

corporationʼs revenue work.

Individuals in the education sector 

were also appreciated for their 

distinguished services, including 

principal Vinita Talus of district 

education office and PGT chemistry 

and NSS programme officer Rajender 

Singh.Talus was recognised for her 

leadership, conducting awareness 

programmes and health and welfare 

initiatives. Her school also recorded a 

100% result in board examinations, 

with eight Class 10 and 13 Class 12 

students securing places on the merit 

list. Singh was honoured for his 

s i g n i f i c a n t  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  

environmental protection.

Noida.(Agency)

-------------------------------------------------

 Potholes, broken stretches and 

dilapidated patches have become a 

familiar sight on several Noida roads, 

many of which have remained in the 

same state for over 1.5 years. With the 

monsoon further worsening the 

damage, the battered stretches have 

become increasingly difficult to 

navigate, while several internal roads 

continue to await repairs.

The main road in Sector 122, a densely 

commercial stretch, has remained 

damaged for nearly a year and a half. 

The one-kilometre stretch is a crucial 

link connecting the 7X sectors and 

frequently witnesses heavy traffic 

jams.“Traffic crawls here during peak 

hours, both in the morning and 

evening. Those catching a flight from 

IGI Airport or a train from New Delhi 

railway station need to factor in at 

least an additional one to 1.5 hours 

over their usual commute time to 

reach on time,” said Nalini Verma, a 

Sector 122 resident.The damaged road 

also poses difficulties for school buses 

t h a t  r e g u l a r l y  p l y  t h e  

route.Commuters said MP2 elevated 

road from Sector 71 to Kailash 

Hospital is badly damaged, causing 

peak-hour traffic snarls. “Sometimes, 

I feel like staying back at the office to 

avoid getting stuck during peak 

hours,” said Shivam Shukla, a Sector 

121 resident.

The road from Parthala flyover near 

Cleo County in Sector 121 to Sector 71-

52 underpass has also been uneven 

and bumpy for over a yea.“The ride 

through the underpass can lead to 

damage to vehicular suspensions and 

is backbreaking,” said Rajesh Singh, a 

resident of Pan Oasis Society, Sector 

70.

Other trouble spots include Shashi 

Chowk in Sector 37 and Film City Road 

n e a r  T - S e r i e s  o f f i c e ,  w h e r e  

commuters navigate deep potholes. 

The three-kilometre stretch from 

Noida Stadium at Sector 11-22 

intersection to Rajnigandha Chowk, a 

key route to DND, is also damaged at 

several points.Noida Authority had 

cited the lack of bitumen availability 

for road repairs as the reason for the 

lack of repairs earlier; the current 

monsoon spell has exacerbated the 

situation.Sector 105 RWA president 

Deepak Sharma said roads have 

remained unrepaired for eight years, 

while a faulty drainage system causes 

severe waterlogging after rains. 

Damaged drains and inadequate 

slopes leave stagnant water, creating 

health risks and “unbearable living 

conditions.”Satnarayan Goyal, RWA 

president of Sector 55, said a tender 

has been issued to repair an 18-metre-

wide road, but rising bitumen costs 

have delayed the work.

Houses, streets, entry 
points: Cops search Sohna 

village after intel

Call of duty: Cops, athletes & social 
workers on list of 24 awardees

Youth injured in car crash on 
Delhi-Meerut eway dies

Noida.(Agency)
A 32-year-old man has been arrested for allegedly 
snatching a gold chain from a woman during her morning 
walk in the Sector 113 area. The accused, Vijay Pratap 
alias Raja Thakur, a resident of Auraiya, has 18 FIRs 
lodged against him across police stations in Auraiya and 
Noida, including under the Gangster Act.
The incident took place on June 22 at around 6.10am. VS 
Yadav, a resident of Skytech Matrott in Sector 76, was out 
walking with his wife near the T-point culvert in front of 
Mahagun Modern when two men on a motorcycle came 
from behind and snatched her gold chain, weighing 10 
grams. The couple raised an alarm and gave chase but 
could not apprehend the assailants. Yadav told police that 
the pillion rider was wearing a white shirt and a white 
gamcha.
An FIR was registered against two unknown persons 
under Section 304(2) of the BNS and multiple teams were 
formed to track them down. Using CCTV footage from 
nearby areas, police identified one of the suspects. Vijay 
Pratap was arrested on Sunday from the FNG service road 
in Sorkha village in Sector 113.

G old rush meets silver lining in G urgaon: Dhanteras sales see 30% rise

Cracker sparks burn down 3 shops, 6 bikes

Noida.(Agency)
 Days after several people died from water 

contamination in Indore, Noida and 
Greater Noida authorities have ordered 
technical audits of their drinking water 
systems — covering pipelines, 
reservoirs and water ATMs — and asked 
officials to collect samples across 
sectors to rule out any risk of 
contamination.In Noida, the decision 
was taken at a high-level meeting 
chaired on Friday by Authority CEO 
Lokesh M, who reviewed public health 
issues, civic infrastructure, water supply 
and sanitation, and issued strict 
directions to officials.A committee of 

senior water department officials was 
formed to carry out the audit."We have 
ordered a thorough technical audit of the 
water supply system, including 
pipelines, reservoirs and water ATMs, to 
ensure that residents receive safe and 
clean drinking water," Lokesh M said. 
He added that water samples would be 
collected from different sectors and a 
detailed report submitted "at the 
earliest" to ensure there is no 
contamination threat in the city.The 
CEO also reviewed the status of the 80-
cusec Ganga water project and asked 
officials to complete all pending work 
by this month.

Gurgaon.(Agency)

------------------------------------------------------

 As the country celebrates its 80th 

Independence Day, the city honoured 

24 individuals across various sectors 

for their distinguished service and 

contributions.The police department 

accounted for the largest share, with 

nine entries, including joint citations 

covering multiple personnel. Other 

sectors represented in the honours 

i n c l u d e  c i v i c  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  

education, disability support, social 

service, judiciary and sports.

The awardees include HPS officer 

Virender Singh, ACP (HQ), recognised 

for maintaining law and order through 

effective coordination and prompt 

intervention. EASI Rajendra, who was 

martyred while on duty, was also 

honoured for his exemplary service.

Other police personnel recognised for 

their specific operations include ASI 

Dharam Chand and SI Rajesh Kumar 

from Wazirpur police post for early 

recovery of a kidnapped child. SI 

Mohammad Zahid of Bilaspur police, 

SI Vivek, SI Praveen and EHSASI 

Sadarang were also awarded for their 

dedication and diligence in carrying 

out duties.A group of personnel, 

including SI Giriraj, SI Sanjay, ASI 

Amit, MHC Neelam and SI Rajbir, were 

recognised for their contribution to 

crime detection and effective police 

action. Another team — ASI Harish, 

ASI Ramdeya, ASI Sunil Kumar, HC 

Inderjeet,  HC Anil,  Constable 

Shamsher, Constable Naveen and 

Constable Manjit — have been 

honoured for effective action against 

g a n g s t e r  a c t i v i t i e s . M u n i c i p a l  

Corporation officials whose work 

contributed to the civic bodyʼs legal 

and revenue functions were also 

honoured. District Attorney Sumer 

Singh Malhan and Assistant District 

Attorney Amit Malik have been 

r e c o g n i s e d  f o r  h a n d l i n g  t h e  

corporationʼs legal work before lower 

courts, High Court and Supreme 

Court, including writ petitions, COCs, 

SOPs and civil appeals. Tehsildar 

Harkesh Gupta, along with patwari 

Harkesh and Praveen, was applauded 

for the corporationʼs revenue work.

Individuals in the education sector 

were also appreciated for their 

distinguished services, including 

principal Vinita Talus of district 

education office and PGT chemistry 

and NSS programme officer Rajender 

Singh.Talus was recognised for her 

leadership, conducting awareness 

programmes and health and welfare 

initiatives. Her school also recorded a 

100% result in board examinations, 

with eight Class 10 and 13 Class 12 

students securing places on the merit 

list. Singh was honoured for his 

s i g n i f i c a n t  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  

environmental protection.

Further, Arth Sevier Foundation in 

Bandhwari village was honoured for 

providing accommodation, food, 

medicines and other facilities to 

around 1,300 persons with disabilities, 

including people with mental  

disabilities and destitute persons. 

Social workers Rukmani Sharma and 

Ranjan Ghosh were included for their 

contribution to the child-protection 

ecosystem in the district and work at 

CCI Udyan Ghar for Boys, respectively.

D i s t r i c t  a n d  S e s s i o n s  J u d g e  

establishment.

S pat over land turns violent in N uh village, mob pelts stones, F I R  against 26 after many injured

Ghaziabad.(Agency)

------------------------------------------------------------------

A probe has been launched after a video 

purportedly showing a policeman seeking Rs 2,000 

to Rs 4,000 to process address verification for a 

passport surfaced on social media on Aug 14.

The cl ip shows a policeman discussing 

documentation with a man at his home, during 

which he is heard asking for money as a 

commission. While the video was shared widely 

with claims that the officer was currently posted at 

Indirapuram police station, ACP Suryabali Maurya 

said the claims were incorrect.“The policeman in 

the video has been identified, but he is no longer 

deputed at this police station. The video appears to 

be old,” Maurya said.A detailed inquiry has been 

initiated to establish when and where the video was 

recorded, the circumstances in which it was made 

and whether the allegations were genuine.

Probe after Ghaziabad cop 
seeks bribe for address 
verification for passport

Noida.(Agency)

----------------------------------------------------------------------

A 20-year-old man who had been missing from his 
Aligarh home for five days died on Friday after the 
police vehicle bringing him back home collided 
with a canter on Delhi-Meerut Expressway.

According to cops, Ashu, who was addicted to 
online gaming, had been traced to Delhi and was 
being driven back to Aligarh via Meerut by a three-
member police team comprising sub-inspector 
Upendra, head constable Narendra and recruit 
constable Ritik, and his father in a Swift around 5 
am on Thursday.

The car hit a canter that had overshot the cut for Lal 
Kuan underpass by about 50 metres and was 
attempting a U-turn on the expressway. All five 
occupants of the car were seriously injured. SI 
Upendra died during treatment on Thursday. 
Constable Ritik remains in critical condition at 
Yashoda Hospital in Kaushambi, while the others 
are under treatment at GTB Hospital in Delhi, 
where Ashu died on Friday.Upendraʼs brother, 
Sanjeev, filed a formal complaint with police on 
Saturday, alleging that the canter was being driven 
negligently and at high speed, causing the 
collision.The canter driver fled the scene after the 
crash and is yet to be traced. Police have 
impounded the vehicle.An FIR has been registered 
under sections 106(1) (causing death by 
negligence), 125(b) (act endangering life) and 281 
(rash driving) of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita.

Noida.(Agency)
------------------------------------------------------------------------

 Independence Day celebrations in schools across 
Noida and Ghaziabad went beyond flag-hoisting and 
patriotic performances this year, with educators 
using the occasion to provide a lesson on civic sense, 
empathy and responsibility among students. 
Schools said the day offered an opportunity to help 
children understand that love for the country also 
involves respecting others, caring for public spaces 
and becoming responsible citizens.

“Independence Day is a reminder that freedom 
comes with responsibility. For our students, the 
occasion is an opportunity to understand that 
contributing to the country does not always require 
extraordinary acts; being compassionate, 
respecting others, following civic responsibilities 
and caring for our surroundings are equally 
important,” said Mukesh Sharma, principal of 
Prometheus School in Noida.

Ritu Srivastava, principal of Sri Chaitanya Techno 
School in Noida, said values needed to form the 
foundation of responsible citizenship. “Loving your 
country is not limited to respecting its flag or 
national symbols; it also means caring for public 
spaces and understanding that public property 
belongs to all of us. Through such occasions, we 
want students to develop civic sense and realise that 
being a responsible citizen is the first step towards 
contributing meaningfully to the nation,” she said.

Several schools organised special assemblies where 
students spoke about the freedom movement, 
contributions of freedom fighters and the 
significance of Independence Day. Students also 
took part in dance, music and theatrical 
performances based on patriotism and Indiaʼs 
journey since Independence.In Ghaziabad, 
students of Sushila Balika Inter College presented 
the National Song, Vande Mataram, during the 
Independence Day celebrations at the collectorate, 
while students of KDB School presented patriotic 
songs and Guru Nanak School students performed 
with a band. Children from Neev Shakti Sanstha, 
including hearing- and speech-impaired and 
differently-abled children, also showcased a 
patriotic performance.Students from several 
schools, along with NCC cadets and members of 
Scouts and Guides, participated in the district-level 
celebrations. 

Schools make I-Day a lesson 
in civic sense, responsibility

Gurgaon.(Agency)

------------------------------------------------------

As the country celebrates its 80th 

Independence Day, the city honoured 

24 individuals across various sectors 

for their distinguished service and 

contributions.The police department 

accounted for the largest share, with 

nine entries, including joint citations 

covering multiple personnel. Other 

sectors represented in the honours 

i n c l u d e  c i v i c  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  

education, disability support, social 

service, judiciary and sports.The 

awardees include HPS officer Virender 

Singh, ACP (HQ), recognised for 

maintaining law and order through 

effective coordination and prompt 

intervention. EASI Rajendra, who was 

martyred while on duty, was also 

honoured for his exemplary service.

Other police personnel recognised for 

their specific operations include ASI 

Dharam Chand and SI Rajesh Kumar 

from Wazirpur police post for early 

recovery of a kidnapped child. SI 

Mohammad Zahid of Bilaspur police, 

SI Vivek, SI Praveen and EHSASI 

Sadarang were also awarded for their 

dedication and diligence in carrying 

out duties.A group of personnel, 

including SI Giriraj, SI Sanjay, ASI 

Amit, MHC Neelam and SI Rajbir, were 

recognised for their contribution to 

crime detection and effective police 

action. Another team — ASI Harish, 

ASI Ramdeya, ASI Sunil Kumar, HC 

Inderjeet,  HC Anil ,  Constable 

Shamsher, Constable Naveen and 

Constable Manjit — have been 

honoured for effective action against 

g a n g s t e r  a c t i v i t i e s . M u n i c i p a l  

Corporation officials whose work 

contributed to the civic bodyʼs legal 

and revenue functions were also 

honoured. District Attorney Sumer 

Singh Malhan and Assistant District 

Attorney Amit Malik have been 

r e c o g n i s e d  f o r  h a n d l i n g  t h e  

corporationʼs legal work before lower 

courts, High Court and Supreme Court, 

including writ petitions, COCs, SOPs 

and civil appeals. Tehsildar Harkesh 

Gupta, along with patwari Harkesh 

and Praveen, was applauded for the 

corporationʼs revenue work.

Individuals in the education sector 

were also appreciated for their 

distinguished services, including 

principal Vinita Talus of district 

education office and PGT chemistry 

and NSS programme officer Rajender 

Singh.Talus was recognised for her 

leadership, conducting awareness 

programmes and health and welfare 

initiatives. Her school also recorded a 

100% result in board examinations, 

with eight Class 10 and 13 Class 12 

students securing places on the merit 

list. Singh was honoured for his 

s i g n i f i c a n t  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  

environmental protection.

DEHLI/NCRDEHLI/NCRDEHLI/NCRDEHLI/NCRDEHLI/NCRDEHLI/NCRDEHLI/NCRDEHLI/NCRDEHLI/NCRDEHLI/NCR The Sikh Times 2The Sikh Times 2New Delhi,Monday, 17 August 2026
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New Delhi: Congress
MP Deepender Hooda on
Tuesday accused the BJP
government in Haryana
and at the Centre of pre-
siding over the “collapse
of basic infrastructure” in
Gurugram. He alleged
that the city, once touted
as a millennium hub, has
now been reduced to
“Guru-jam” and a “sinking
city”. Addressing a press
conference in the capital,
Hooda said that during
the Parliament’s
Monsoon Session on
August 7, he had asked
Union Minister of
Housing and Urban
Affairs and former
Haryana chief minister
Manohar Lal Khattar
about the state of
Gurugram’s roads,

garbage management,
and waterlogging. “His
reply was that no citizens
face problems related to
infrastructure. He even
said the question was
wrong, claiming every-
thing is fine in Gurgaon.
But today, the reality is
out before the nation,”
Hooda said. The
Congress leader alleged
that more than Rs 2,000
crore had been allocated
since 2016 for drainage
works in Gurugram, but
the projects never materi-
alised. “Every year, a call
centre is set up during
rains for Rs 1.5 crore, but
it serves no purpose.
Drains were never built,
and the money disap-
peared,” he said. Hooda
contrasted this with the

Congress government’s
record, citing the intro-
duction of Rapid Metro,
eight-lane roads, ESI
Medical College, Defence
University, and the expan-
sion of IMT Manesar.
“The Dwarka Expressway
was 60 per cent complete
in our time, but they took
11 years to finish the rest.
In their tenure, not a sin-
gle metro pillar has been
added,” he said. He fur-
ther claimed that
Gurugram’s hospital and
bus stand are in disrepair,
and residents have been
left without basic civic
facilities. “During the last
rains, eight people died

due to drowning and elec-
trocution. The public
drowns in water, while the
government drowns in
corruption,” Hooda said.
Extending his criticism to
the state at large, Hooda
said farmers across
Haryana were facing loss-
es every year due to
waterlogging. “In 11
years, not a single new
drain has been construct-
ed in the state. Lakhs of
farmers have lost their

crops. The government
shuts its doors instead of
stepping on the ground
and compensating those
affected,” he added.

New Delhi: A 16-year-
old girl was rescued from a
prostitution racket during
a raid conducted by the
Dwarka Police on
Tuesday. The child
revealed that she was traf-
ficked into the trade nearly
a year ago and was forced
to attend to 8 to 10 clients
every night. The minor
confessed that whenever
she complained of pain,
she was given painkillers
to suppress the symptoms
and sent back to work. For
her labour, she was hand-
ed only Rs 500 and that too
neither frequently nor vol-
untarily. When she begged
to leave, the traffickers
threatened her with videos
they had recorded, warn-
ing her that they would be
leaked if she resisted or
tried to escape. A year ago,
she was lured by a friend
who told her that she
would introduce her to
someone who will solve all
her financial problems.
“My friend introduced me
to one ‘bhaiya’ who prom-
ised me lot of money. I did

not realise what I was
being pushed into. As soon
as I understood and I want-
ed to quit, they threatened
me and said if I tried to
escape, they would make
my videos public,” she
said. The minor lost her
mother several years ago
and currently lives with
her alcoholic father. When
asked whether he was
aware of her situation, she
silently shook her head,
indicating he did not know.
“He doesn’t know. I have
told him that I work in a
call centre so my work
hours are at night,” she
said. Every day, she leaves
home around 5 pm and
attends clients till 5-6 am.
Every day without any
leave, anywhere five to 10
customers visited her.
“Our team posed as cus-
tomers and got in touch
with the linchpin. It took
us almost a month to gain
his trust. Finally, after
much dilly-dallying,
advance online payment
and change of location, he
finally called us to Dwarka.

We immediately informed
Dwarka’s Western Range
DCP Ankit Kumar Singh
who promptly informed
his team and prepared for
the raid,” Manish Sharma,
Senior Director,
Association for Voluntary
Action, said. Association
for Voluntary Action is a
partner of Just Rights for
Children which is a net-
work of over 250 NGOs
working for child protec-
tion. The accused once
again changed the address
last minute and called
them to a flat in Mohan
Garden near Dwarka. DCP
Singh immediately coordi-
nated with the Mohan
Garden police station to
ensure that the raid was
conducted. When the
team reached the spot,
they found several empty
bottles of alcohol, antibiot-
ic tablets to treat vaginal
infections and painkillers,
along with other medi-
cines, in the flat. While
one man named Ibrahim
has been arrested, the
police have lodged an FIR

under Section 143(4) of
the Bhartiya Nyaya
Sanhita (BNS), 2023,
which pertains to the
offense of human traffick-
ing, specifically involving
the exploitation of a child. 

“We have witnessed
many such isolated cases
of prostitution in home-
based settings or through
massage parlors post-
Covid. We believe these
networks can be disman-
tled more effectively if we
follow the money. 

The Sikh Times
New Delhi: Delhi’s

state and municipal agen-
cies have little document-
ed planning or coordina-
tion for enforcing the
Graded Response Action
Plan (GRAP) for curbing
winter pollution, United
Residents’ Joint Action
(URJA), Delhi’s major
umbrella body of Resident
Welfare Associations
(RWAs), said on Friday.
The city’s RWA represen-
tatives said while respond-
ing to a Right to
Information (RTI) request
filed by the Delhi Clean
Air Forum (DCAF) under
URJA, the Delhi Pollution
Control Committee
(DPCC) showed “limited
planning, weak coordina-
tion and almost no docu-
mented review of actions
mandated under GRAP”.
Atul Goyal, president,
URJA, said they had
sought information on

seven key areas, including
machinery available for
pollution control, deploy-
ment of dust-mitigation
equipment, formation of
ward-level teams, engage-
ment with RWAs, minutes
of meetings held by Sub-
Divisional Magistrates,
blueprints prepared by the
14 GRAP-responsible
departments and details of
review meetings and
budget use. The replies,
according to the RWA
body, indicate that “most
departments have not
developed standard oper-
ating procedures, held no
planning meetings and not
created ward-level teams
needed for seasonal pollu-
tion management.” The
RWA body stated that
municipal corporations,
PWD, traffic police,
DMRC, Delhi Jal Board
and other agencies listed
under GRAP appear to
have made no detailed

plans or blueprints for
implementation. In several
cases, officials transferred
the RTI request internally,
suggesting they had little

knowledge of actions
taken within their own
departments, URJA repre-
sentatives claimed. A sepa-
rate letter from URJA to
the Commission for Air
Quality Management
(CAQM), written earlier in
November 2024, high-
lights mismatches

between GRAP rules and
actual enforcement on the
ground. It notes, “While
large-scale events such as
the G20 summit saw effec-

tive traffic management
and deployment of addi-
tional personnel, no com-
parable measures were
taken during GRAP Stage
3 and 4 restrictions,
despite hazardous levels
of air pollution.” The letter
points to continued plying
of restricted BS-III petrol

and BS-IV diesel vehicles,
idling caused by barri-
cades, poor waste manage-
ment and delays in basic
actions such as water
sprinkling and mecha-
nised sweeping. The
CAQM, in response,

asked the DPCC to take
necessary action and reply
to URJA. But the RTI
responses accessed later
suggest that little progress
was made on coordination
or monitoring, the RWA
body said.

Resident associations flag gaps in
pollution control measures

New Delhi:  No arrest
has been made so far in
connection with the theft of
a gold-and-jewel-encrusted
'kalash' (urn) worth
around Rs 1 crore from a
Jain religious ceremony
near Red Fort, police said
on Sunday. The Delhi
Police have traced the
movements of the suspect
and obtained crucial leads
about his hideout. The theft
occurred on September 3
during a prayer ceremony
attended by several digni-
taries, including Lok Sabha
Speaker Om Birla. The sus-
pect, dressed in a tradition-
al dhoti-kurta to blend in
with devotees, allegedly
exploited the commotion
created when Birla arrived
for the event and fled with
the vessel. The urn, made

of 760 grams of gold and
embedded with 150 grams
of diamonds, rubies and
emeralds, holds significant
religious value for the Jain
community. The ongoing
ceremony began on
August 28 and is scheduled
to conclude on September
9. A case was registered at
Kotwali police station after
the urn could not be traced
despite extensive searches.
A senior police officer said
the suspect had been con-
ducting reconnaissance for
several days and had min-
gled with organisers to
avoid drawing suspicion.
Multiple teams are work-
ing on the case, and CCTV
footage from the venue and
adjoining areas has helped
investigators establish the
route taken by the accused

after the theft, he said. "We
have got important clues,
and raids are being carried
out. The accused will be
arrested soon," the officer
said, adding that the
accused's 28 and is sched-
uled to conclude on
September 9. A case was
registered at Kotwali police
station after the urn could
not be traced despite move-
ment has been largely
reconstructed," the officer
said. Organisers of the
ceremony said the theft
had caused great distress
to the community. "The
kalash is of immense reli-
gious value besides its
material worth. We are
hopeful the police will
recover it," said Puneet
Jain, one of the organis-
ers.

No arrest so far in stolen
‘kalash’ case, Delhi Police trace

suspect’s movements

16-year-old girl rescued from
prostitution racket in Dwarka

Gurugram reduced to ‘Guru-jam’
due to BJP’s mismanagement

Crowded, rashly driven e-rickshaws,
vans put school students’ lives at risk

New Delhi: A Class III girl, who boarded an e-rickshaw in Northeast Delhi’s Jafrabad on Friday last week,
could not reach her school in Shahdara as the vehicle overturned leaving her dead and her mother injured. This
is not the lone case as a study by the Delhi Parents’ Association reveals that nearly 60 per cent of children in city
schools risk their lives while commuting to and from school. The study was conducted on the transportation
facilities of over 150 schools in the Capital. When The Tribune correspondents visited Burari, Timarpur and
Rohini, students were seen returning home in cabs that were being driven rashly in several locations and ferry-
ing students more than the permitted capacity. The condition was similar with e-rickshaws too. “Schools gener-
ally charge transport fee between Rs 4,500 and 5,000 for almost 20-22 days (excluding holidays) in a month,
which is very high given the city offers cheaper modes of transportation such as Metro and DTC buses,” said
Nitin Gupta, member of the Srijan Parents’ Association. Gupta said transportation was one of the ways where
schools commercialise and earn profits. “Transportation should be provided at a concessionary rate so that stu-
dents do not risk their lives while commuting to and fro schools,” he mentioned. Demanding a strict vigilance
from the Traffic Police and the Department of Education, Gupta said: “The authorities should intervene to make
the transportation better for students,” he added. Echoing similar sentiments, Harish Chandra, a resident of
Rohini, said schools sometimes do not provide transportation facilities, saying a specific area does not fall with-
in their bus routes. “My son goes to a school in Model Town. The school management told me that Gupta, mem-
ber of the Srijan Parents’ Association. Gupta said transportation was one of the ways where schools commer-
cialise and earn profits. “Transportation should be provided at a concessionary rate so that students do not risk
their lives while commuting to and fro schools,” he mentioned. Demanding a strict vigilance from the Traffic
Police and the Department of Education, Gupta said:  “The authorities should intervene to makemy area is not
in their bus route. So, the child has to be sent to the school either by a private van or by someone from the
house,” he added. Diksha Pandey, a resident of Burari, said, “My daughter takes an e-rickshaw to a government
girls’ school. The school does not provide transportation facility. Most of the times, I drop her to the school
either by DTC bus or other modes of transportation such as e-rickshaw.”

2 youths drown in Yamuna
bodies yet to be traced

Gurugram:  Two youths drowned in the Yamuna at
Kidawali village near Faridabad on Sunday afternoon.
The police and SDRF teams are still searching for their
bodies. The victims, Ayush and Dharmendra, along with
six others, had gone to the village to celebrate a birthday
party. The duo entered the river to take a bath, their feet
slipped and they were carried away by the strong cur-
rent. Their friends then informed the police about the
same. “Due to the strong flow in the Yamuna, the police
could not do anything. The SDRF team was informed
about the accident. Officials are searching for the youths
but their bodies are yet to be traced,” Inspector Sangram
Dahiya, SHO of the Bhupani police station, said.
BMW crash in Delhi: Court denies bail t Gaganpreet

Kaur, directs preservation of CCTV footage 
New Delhi: A Patiala House Court on Wednesday denied

bail to Gaganpreet Kaur, who was arrested in connection with
the fatal BMW crash that took place in Delhi on September
14. The court has also issued a notice on an application filed
by Kaur’s counsel seeking the preservation of CCTV footage
from the accident site. The matter is scheduled for hearing on
Thursday. Kaur, 38, a resident of Gurugram, was sent to two-
day judicial custody following her arrest on Monday. The acci-
dent resulted in the death of Navjot Singh, a Deputy Secretary
in the Department of Economic Affairs. Singh was riding a
motorcycle with his wife when it was allegedly hit by Kaur’s
BMW near Delhi’s Dhaula Kuan area. While Singh died on
the spot, his wife sustained serious injuries. According to
Delhi Police, medical reports confirmed that Kaur was not
under the influence of alcohol at the time of the crash.  Her
blood test came back negative for alcohol.
Delivery man takes child hostage,
forces woman to undress in Noida

New Delhi: A 22-year-old delivery man has been
arrested in Noida for allegedly coercing a woman to
remove her clothes by holding a knife to her child’s neck,
recording her explicit videos and circulating them on
social media, police said on Friday. The accused, identified
as Gaurav from the Gulistanpur village, used to deliver
milk and groceries to the woman’s home. According to the
police, the accused forcibly entered the house one day
while the woman’s children were asleep. He allegedly held
a knife to her son’s neck and compelled her to undress
while he filmed the incident on his mobile phone. In her
complaint to the police, she alleged that the accused even-
tually shared the videos with her husband and uploaded
some clips on social media. During investigation, the police
arrested Gaurav from the Surajpur area on Wednesday and
recovered a mobile phone from him.

Students protest over iron gates near
V-C office at Ambedkar varsity

New Delhi:  Ambedkar University turned into a site
of spirited protest on Tuesday, as students rallied
against the administration’s move to install permanent
iron gates around key campus areas, including the Vice-
Chancellor’s office, the museum, the IT lab and the can-
teen. The demonstration, organised by the All India
Students’ Association (AISA), began near the university
library, where students gathered under the “protest
tree”, raising slogans and singing protest songs.
Marching towards the main gate, they called for an
immediate halt to the construction and demanded the
reopening of spaces they claim are being unfairly
restricted. “Today a protest is being organised in
Ambedkar University, Delhi, opposing the installation of
iron gates that is being done to syphon off the adminis-
tration area and the VC Office at the Kashmere Gate
campus,” students said. The dispute dates back to April,
when temporary barricades were erected following the
suspension of a student who had criticised the Vice-
Chancellor’s Republic Day speech. Since then, the uni-
versity’s main gate has remained closed, forcing stu-
dents to use a back route that they describe as unsafe
due to poor lighting and reported incidents of harass-
ment. “A large part of an already small campus has
remained inaccessible to the students, wherein the stu-
dent-facing offices have been shifted so that the rest of
the administration can be distanced from the students.
This barricading has also led to a longer route to the
canteen, meaning students have no access to the VC
Office and administration area,” said Prerna, AISA pres-
ident at Ambedkar University. Students say they noticed
construction work beginning on Monday and allege that
the university is now installing iron gates to permanent-
ly block access to these areas, with the work expected to
be completed within days. Prerna (PhD, women’s and
gender studies) and Aameen (PhD, urban studies) met
with the university Proctor to press their demands.
However, the Proctor reportedly told them the installa-
tion of the gates was “non-negotiable.” Students say they
remain determined to continue their protests until the
campus is “open and accessible once again.”

Exam Chaos at DU as Question
Papers Fail to Reach Several Centres

New Delhi: A large number of undergraduate exami-
nations were scheduled for the day under the university’s
Semester VII assessments. According to faculty members,
each college or examination centre was conducting exams
for nearly 30 to 70 Discipline Specific Courses (DSCs)
simultaneously, as listed in the official datesheet. However,
delays in the delivery of question papers brought the
examination process to a near standstill at multiple loca-
tions. Colleges, including Rajdhani College, Atma Ram
Sanatan Dharma College (ARSD), Miranda House and sev-
eral others reported prolonged waiting periods, leaving
students anxious and confused. Examinations affected
included subjects such as Accountability and Finance,
Applied Psychology, Arabic, Bengali, Biochemistry, and
several other language and science courses. Teachers and
staff pointed out that the NEP-driven four-year undergrad-
uate programme has significantly increased the examina-
tion load. With more papers per semester, expanded
course choices, and the introduction of an additional year,
the volume of examination work has risen sharply. Faculty
members warned that the existing administrative and
logistical systems are struggling to cope, leading to what
they described as a systemic collapse.

NAME CHANGE
I Md Afzal S/o Md Islam R/o RZ-2534-
A/27, Third Floor, Tughlakabad
Extension, New Delhi-110019 That I
have changed the name of my minor
daughter aged 14 years from Qaynat
to Qaynat Afzal for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, hitherto known as MUMTAZ S/O
MOHD. ZAKIR R/O House No. F-
159/1, B, Gali No. 5, Shastri Park,
North East Delhi -110053, have
changed my name and shall here-
after be known as MD MUMTAZ.

NAME CHANGE
I Shaina D/o Mohd Akhtar R/o C-6,
Dakshinpuri, Dr. Ambedkar Nagar,
South Delhi, Delhi-110062 That in
my Aadhar Card bearing No. 2255
7221 7249, Pan Card
No.OXHP82583G & my education-
al documents i e 10th & 12th class
marksheet & marksheet of
Bachelor of Physiotherapy from
Capital University my father and my
mother name have been wrongly
written as Mohammad Akhter,
Akhater & Makhsudan instead of
Mohd Akhtar & Maksudan which
may be amended accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
I Ayasha D/o Mohd Akhtar R/o C-6,
Dakshinpuri, Dr.Ambedkar Nagar,
South Delhi, Delhi-110062 That in
my Aadhar Card bearing no. 8859
5318 4799 & Educational docu-
ment i.e. Marksheet my father
name has been wrongly written as
Aktar instead of Mohd Akhtar which
may be amended accordingly.

Public Notice 
It is for general information that I
SUSHIL KUMAR KALRA S/o
MANOHAR LAL KALRA, R/o B-60,
Type-IV, 1st Floor, South Moti Bagh,
Nanakpura, NEW Delhi-110021,
declare that name of mine and my
father has been wrongly written as
SUSHIL KUMAR and MANOHAR
LAL in my High School Certificate
and Bar Council of India Certificate
and also wrongly written as SUSHIL
KUMAR S/o M.L. KALRA in my
Bachelor of Commerce Degree and
Master of Commerce Degree. The
actual name of mine and my father
are SUSHIL KUMAR KALRA and
MANOHAR LAL KALRArespectively,
which may be amended accordingly.

Public Notice 
I hitherto known as NANDNI
AGGARWAL alias NANDNI alias
NANDNI ARUN AGGARWAL D/o
RAJEEV KUMAR W/o ARUN
AGGARWAL, R/o House No.4075,
Gali Kaseru Walan, Opposite
Khanna Opticals, Paharganj,
Swami Ram Tirath Nagar, Central
Delhi, Delhi-110055, have changed
my name and shall hereafter be
known as NANDNI AGGARWAL.

NAME CHANGE
I, ISHRAT W/O MOHD AKLAQ at
N-95/3, T-HUTS, SHAHZADA
BAGH INDER LOK DELHI 110035
have changed my name to ISRAT
for all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, MD ZAHID S/O ABDUL GAFFAR
at HOUSE NO 456 KH NO 27/19
LEFT PORTION 3RD FLOOR,
STREET NO 5 AND 6 SANGAM
VIHAR DELHI 110084 have
changed my name to MOHD
ZAHID for all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I SANGEETA SUMAN D/O SWAMI
PRASAD R/O H NO-
1259/66/2R/11, GANDHI NAGAR
WARD NO -4 REWARI HARYANA-
123401, HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO SANGEETA GAUTAM
FOR ALL FUTURE PURPOSE

NAME CHANGE
I, kishan singh saini S/o Chunni Lal
R/o House No- 826/7 Galli no 10
madanpuri Gurgaon, Haryana
have changed my name to kishan
Chand saini for all purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I,ASNARABIVI W/O HAZRATALI R/O
T HUTS NO-E-44/A-5 NEW SEEMA
PURI DELHI 110095, CHANGED MY
NAME TO AASNARA BIBI.

NAME CHANGE
I, SEKH HAZRTA ALI S/O SHEIKH
MANSOOR R/O, T HUTS NO-E-
44/A-5 NEW SEEMA PURI DELHI
110095, CHANGED MY NAME TO
HAZRAT ALI.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as KIRAN W/O
SANJAY KUMAR R/O 1488/5,
Wazir Nagar, Kotla Mubarakpur,
Lodhi Road Central Delhi, Delhi-
110003 have changed my name
and shall hereafter be known as
KIRAN GHILDIYAL.

NAME CHANGE
I JAYASHREE legally  Army no -
15721319M Rank -  Hav, Name -
DHANAWADE SANJAY DHONDI-
RAM, Presently Residing At -  Birwadi
Post- Birwadi, Teh - Mahad Dist -
Raigad, Pin - 402302 State-
Maharashtra, have changed my name
from  JAYASHREE to  JAYASHREE
DHONDIRAM DHANAWDE for all
future purposes, Vide affidavit dated
18/07/2026 before Notary Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that I,
VARISHA KHAN USMANI  W/o
AHMED FARAZ USMANI R/o H NO-
2332, GALI SALEEM MOHAMMAD
SHAH, KUCHA CHALAN, DAYA
GANJ, DELHI-110002, declare that
name of mine has been wrongly writ-
ten as VARISHAin my class 10th and
12th educational documents. The
actual name of mine is VARISHA
KHAN USMANI respectively, which
may be amended accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
I, mukesh, S/o Gurudev, R/o B-1/303
Power grid town ship sector 46 guru-
gram HR-122003, have changed my
name from Mukesh to Mukesh
Kumar. Henceforth, I shall be known
as Mukesh kumar for all purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, hitherto known as Pankaj Kumar
S/O VINOD KUMAR, R/O 239,
SARDHANA ROAD, WATER TANK,
SARURPUR KHURD, Sarurpur
Khurd, PO: Sarurpur Khurd, DIST:
Meerut, Uttar Pradesh - 250344, have
changed my name and shall hereafter
be known as ARJUN SINGH.

NAME CHANGE
I, RAJESH SHARMA R/o 1/2996,
Ram Nagar, Loni Road, Shahdara,
Delhi-110032 have changed my name
to RAJESH KUMAR SHARMA.

NAME CHANGE
I, Renu W/o Surender Sharma R/o
6/68, Third Floor, Gurudwara Road
WEA, Karol Bagh, Central Delhi, Delhi-
110005, have changed my name to
Renu Sharma for all purposes

NAME CHANGE
I, Solunke Ashruba Rama    is
Legally father of NO-2824662P
RANK- Sep, Name- Solunke
Rambhau Ashruba Presently resid-
ing VILL- Ghatewadi, POST-
Shindi,TEH- Kaij DIST- Beed
(MAHARASHTRA) PIN-431123
Have Changed my Name from
Solunke Ashruba Rama To Ashruba
Rama Solunke and Date of Birth
from 01/01/1964 for all future pur-
pose vide Affidavit dated 13/08/2026
Before Public Notary Delhi

NAME CHANGE
I, Sandeep S/O Mahander Singh,
UG 1204 Gold Floor NCR 1, Sector
37HL City  PO: Bahadurgarh Dist:
jhajjar, Haryana pin: 124507 Have
Changed My Name To Sandeep
Singh For All the future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, Rajabala W/O Mahendra Singh,,
Bad Chhapar (61) , Badchhpar,
Hisar, Haryana pin 125042 Have
Changed My Name To Rajbala
Devi For All the future purposes....

NAME CHANGE
I, Manoj Kumar, S/O Ram Phal,
R/O Asoda Todran(28), Jhajjar,
Haryana- 124505 have changed
my name to Manoj Dalal for all
future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, Kalpana Pawar, W/O Subhash
Chand Pawar, R/O E-47, Kalu Colony,
Budh Vihar, Phase-2, New Delhi –
110086, have changed my name from
Kalpana Pawar to Kalpana and shall
hereafter be known as Kalpana for all
future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, Muskan Pawar, D/O Subhash
Chand Pawar, R/O E-47, Kalu
Colony, Budh Vihar, Phase-2, New
Delhi – 110086, have changed my
name from Muskan Pawar to Muskan
and shall hereafter be known as
Muskan for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, Raj Kumar Malhotra S/O
Ramswaroop Malhotra, 3404
Mahindra Park, Rani Bagh, North
West Delhi Pin: 110034, Have
Changed My Name To Raj Kumar,
For All the future purposes

NAME CHANGE
I, Sanjivv Narulaa S/O Madan Lal
Narula, Farm no. -6 Golden gate,
Westend Greens, Rajokri , South
West Delhi Pin 110038, Have
Changed My Name To Sanjeev
Narula  For All the future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, Gaurave Manocha S/O Madan
Lal A- 24 , 3rd floor, Rohit Kunj
Pitampura, Delhi Pin 110034, Delhi
India Have Changed My Name To
Gaurav Manocha  For All the future
purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I Yunus S/o Imamudin R/o H.no
1652, Gali no 17b, Near Naya
Gaon, Krishna Kunj, Bhondsi,
Gurugram, Haryana, 122102.
Have changed my name to Yunus
Khan for all future purposes.
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more than double the ?10,859-crore loss in 2024-25. Tata After months of intense boardroom drama, Tata Sons 
Digital, which houses new-age businesses such as 1mg Chairman N Chandrasekaran has announced his intention 
and BigBasket, deepened its loss to ?4,974 crore from Rs of stepping down next February, ending a 10-year tenure 
4,610 crore a year earlier. Even TCS, the group’s cash cow at the helm of the group. Chandrasekaran, who had the 
in recent decades, faces an uncertain future as artificial backing of the Sir Dorabji Tata Trust and Sir Ratan Tata 
intelligence reshapes the technology services industry.Trust for a third term, could not secure the support of Noel 

Tata, Chairman of Tata Trusts, which collectively own 66 The group’s challenges extend beyond financials, with 
percent of Tata Sons. Under the holding company’s boardroom battles adding to the pressure. Tata Sons is also 
bylaws, the chairman’s appointment requires unanimous facing regulatory pressure from the RBI to get the entity 
support. Noel’s objections reportedly stemmed from listed—a scenario the group has been trying to avoid. 
concerns over steep losses in several new ventures, Amid such internal strains and leadership churn, the group 
excessive capital expenditure on high-risk businesses and needs to make tough choices to steer the conglomerate 
mounting losses from acquisitions such as Air India and through an increasingly challenging and rapidly evolving 
BigBasket. Unable to resolve the deadlock, business environment. With the clock already ticking on 
Chandrasekaran deferred a vote on his reappointment at getting the succession right, the group needs to be careful 
the February 24 board meeting. With no resolution in sight to avoid repeating mistakes of the past, particularly the statement released Wednesday, Chandrasekaran too 
after months, he decided against seeking another term leadership crisis that followed the appointment and stressed the need for clarity on the group’s leadership 
when his tenure ends on February 20, 2027.The exit leaves subsequent removal of Cyrus Mistry, who had the shortest beyond February 2027.
the ?16-lakh-crore Tata Group facing a crucial question: tenure as Tata Sons chairman. A steady hand at the helm is 

The successon comes at a challenging time for the group. who will lead the conglomerate into the future? In his needed for the choppy seas ahead.
Air India incurred a net loss of ?22,238 crore in 2025-26, 

An unhealthy diet of 
saturated fat in 
external affairs

States slow-walking into a fiscal trap

Tata Group needs steady hand at helm to steer through choppy seas

One of the many Communist era jokes in Poland 
featured an American and a Pole in animated 
conversation in Warsaw’s Old City, which has 
symbolism associated with the country’s blood-
soaked history. The American tourist tells the 
Polish citizen: “I can stand in front of the White 
House, shout slogans and protest against the 
American President. That is how we cherish our 
freedom.” Replies the Pole: “I can also stand in 
front of my President’s office, shout slogans and 
protest against the US President.”
Debate in India about this country’s foreign policy 
has become just like the above encounter between 
the American and the Pole. India’s think tanks and 
media thunder daily and incessantly against 
Pakistan, China, the regressive acts against women 
by the Taliban in Afghanistan, Islamists in 
Bangladesh and, occasionally, against US 
President Donald Trump. But rarely, if at all, can 
any meaningful or worthwhile criticism of India’s 
current external relations be seen anywhere on 
these domestic platforms.Once in a while, foreign 
newspapers and other outlets are also at the 
receiving end of Indian public ire. When the 
foreign media demands accountability to truth 
from the Indian government, or when New Delhi’s 
policies are hauled over the coals in great detail, or 
if books and movies not to the liking of vocal—but 
splendidly ill-informed—sections of local society 
are brought out abroad, such critics are trolled as 
agents of India’s destabilisation.
This shameful and dangerous practice of keeping 
its own citizens in ignorance about real issues of 
national security and external affairs—as opposed 
to perceived interests and propaganda—is not 
entirely new or the product of the present ruling 
dispensation. When I returned to India three-and-
a-half decades ago after working abroad for many 
years as a journalist, a joint secretary in the 
ministry of external affairs (MEA), whom I had 
known since my teenage years, called me home 
and gave some advice. Because I had started 
writing against the official MEA line, this well-
meaning official was concerned as a friend. “Look, 
I can summon any journalist on the foreign policy 
beat, howsoever senior, and dictate a story to him. 
It will appear in print tomorrow without even a 
change in comma or full stop.” There were no TV 
channels then other than the sole official one.K 
Subrahmanyam, who has long been considered in 
India as the guru of today’s defence and foreign 
policy analysts, was once approached by George 
Tanham of the RAND Corporation’s National 
Defense Research Institute for his views on Indian 
strategic thought. “What can I say about something 
that doesn’t exist!” Subrahmanyam had retorted to 
Tanham’s query. On another occasion, when 
Subrahmanyam was Jawaharlal Nehru Visiting 
Professor at the University of Cambridge, students 
at Wolfson College had asked him a question 
similar to Tanham’s. “That would be a good idea,” 
Subrahmanyam had said about strategic thinking 
in India, paraphrasing Mahatma Gandhi’s answer 
to his thoughts on Western civilisation.
Subrahmanyam’s son S Jaishankar was foreign 
secretary and is now the minister for external 
affairs. It may be unfair to speculate on what the 
father would have thought of his son’s foreign and 
security policies. But it is fair from an analyst’s 
point to view to argue that a low type of 
pragmatism has replaced ideology as MEA’s core 
policy today. Pragmatism brings success, but more 
often than not, such successes are short-lived. 
Pragmatism cannot substitute strategic thought, 
which alone can craft policies that reflect India’s 
growing stature in the world. Robust strategic 
thought must honestly take into account that India 
is a long way from fulfilling its destiny. 

ZThe focus on the much-underplayed role of  the IAF in the Kargil conflict through the lens of  one squadron is a masterstroke

Late last month, West Bengal’s new government tabled in 
the Assembly 28 Comptroller and Auditor General 
reports that had been pending since 2020-21. The state’s 
finance minister termed the delay a “constitutional 
lapse”. Among the revelations in the reports was Bengal’s 
debt standing at over ?8 lakh crore despite recording an 
almost 9.6 percent compounded annual growth over a 
decade.Growth and rising debt moving together is not 
unique to Bengal. Delhi has seen its own version of this 
fight, with lieutenant-governors pressing chief ministers 
to table overdue audits. What has changed is the scale of 
what these audits are now uncovering at a moment when 
every state—irrespective of who governs it—is quietly 
renegotiating how much of its own budget it actually 
controls.States, which cannot print money or run their 
own monetary policy, can only borrow within limits set 
largely by the Centre. Once salaries, pensions, interest 
and subsidies are paid, little room is left for anything new. 
What gets sacrificed in the process is capital expenditure. 
States allocated only 16.59 percent of their total 
spendings to capital assets like roads, hospitals and 
educational institutions in 2024-25. This is a significantly 
low proportion that has continued to linger between 13 
percent and 20 percent over the past decade. For every 
rupee spent, barely a sixth builds the roads, hospitals and 
classrooms meant to drive future growth.

High interest payments seem to be the primary reason for 
reduced capital expenditures. Interest payments by all 
states have skyrocketed manifold, increasing by 160 

deficit in the 2025-26 budget estimates. This compares to 1980-81, it found that the size of Central transfers does not 
percent over the last decade. 

71.8 per cent in the previous fiscal. Over 1,000 separate reliably predict faster growth in poorer states; what does 
In 2024-25, 11 states—Punjab, Haryana, Kerala, West 

loans were issued to state governments in 2025-26. correlate is the share of a state's own spending that goes 
Bengal, Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh, Rajasthan, 

into capital formation. Higher fiscal deficits are linked to Every additional rupee raised this way locks in a future 
Telangana, Himachal Pradesh, Karnataka and 

weaker growth down the line, and social spending pays off interest bill, feeding directly back into the committed 
Gujarat—allocated more than 10 percent of their total 

more reliably when paired with actual investment rather expenditure trap described above, regardless of whether 
budgets to pay for interest. Only Mizoram, Arunachal 

than delivered alone.the underlying spending funded a hospital or a subsidy.
Pradesh and Odisha allotted less than five percent of their 

The West Bengal episode is as much about fiscal The trend of states recordig a revenue surplus has reversed 
state budget to pay off their liabilities. Karnataka has the 

architecture as it is about political point-scoring. A state sharply, as the number of such states came down 
largest share of 14 percent allocated for subsidies, 

that delays tabling its own audit reports for years denies its strikingly between 2018-19 and 2024-25, as the 
signifying that a single category cannot be solely held 

Legislature and citizens the chance to debate the trade-offs Economic Survey 2025-26 states. The overall revenue 
responsible for fiscal stress.A less visible liability has 

laid out: how much goes to interest, how much sits in deficit of all states put together widened from 0.1 percent 
grown just as quickly. Guarantees extended to power 

contingent guarantees and how much is left for capital of GDP in 2019 to 0.7 percent. It worsened by another 40 
utilities and state corporations convert into real debt the 

spending. Timely, transparent reporting is a precondition basis points in the last fiscal year alone. States' own tax 
moment they are invoked, yet sit outside headline deficit 

for credible fiscal correction.Beyond that, it means that the revenue did rise as a share of total revenue receipts, from 
figures until then. As of March 2025, outstanding 

instinctive reflex to blame subsidies and cash transfers 46 percent in 2022 to close to 50 percent by 2025, but this 
guarantees crossed ?13 lakh crore or 4 percent of gross 

oversimplifies a problem rooted in tax capacity, legacy improvement has been concentrated in states with 
state domestic products (GSDP)—more than three times 

debt and a national borrowing architecture that offers diversified, GST-friendly manufacturing and service 
than a decade ago. It varies between over 14 percent of the 

states few tools beyond the annual budget. A state with a sectors.The sharper divide runs between states that can 
GSDP in Telangana and less than 0.5 percent in Gujarat, 

narrow tax base and rising interest costs will struggle to tax their own growth and those that cannot, not between 
Odisha and Uttarakhand.State governments are also 

fund capital investment, however it redesigns its welfare generous spenders and austere ones.
increasingly dependent on market borrowings to fund 

basket.Until India's federal fiscal architecture confronts A related finding in the same survey deserves more their deficits. As per the Reserve Bank of India, they 
these path-dependent constraints directly, the weight of attention. Drawing on state-level data going back to accounted for 76.3 percent of the combined gross fiscal 
old baggage will keep increasing in new state budgets.

An old audit report of  West Bengal’s finances tabled recently shows ballooning debt despite impressive growth. The phenomenon, made worse 

by hidden debt in the form of  guarantees, is quite common among states. Blaming only subsidies and cash transfers distorts the picture

honesty and in an 'as-it-happens' manner in a typical Very rarely does one get to view a gripping Indian web 
fighter squadron.The areas where the director has chosen series on OTT based on war or a conflict that has a well-
to exercise his imagination and take liberty with the actual researched and credible script, tight direction and a 
occurrence of events during the Kargil conflict have been storyline that blends the geopolitical and military 
well chosen. For example, the exact details of Squadron dimensions. ‘Operation Safed Sagar’, airing now on 
Leader Ahuja's capture after he ejects, his brutal torture Netflix, is one such offering that portrays the 1999 Kargil 
and killing. This part is very well handled in the episode conflict with finesse. SouthAsians & DiasporaAdding to 
that creates a sequence of events from his ejection, the positives is the restrained and accurate portrayal of 
attempted escape and capture to his interrogation and, characters, including those of Indian and Pakistani 
finally, his execution.politicians, senior military leadership on both sides, and 
The aviation sequences are well orchestrated and the entire band of pilots from the Golden Arrows squadron 
credible, barring a few over-the-top ones, such as the of the IAF.The focus on the much-underplayed role of the 
manoeuvring of the MiG-21 in narrow snow-covered and Indian Air Force in the Kargil conflict through the lens of 
rocky valleys and the conduct of the night operation in the one squadron is a masterstroke that prevents cinematic 
final episode that portrays a large formation of MiG-21s overreach and clutter. It has allowed for a storyline that 
manoeuvring at high altitude by night in close formation. showcases the finer nuances of life in a typical IAF 
If Tom Cruise can execute several almost-impossible squadron and offers a close look at operational and 
manoeuvres in 'Top Gun' and 'Top Gun: Maverick’, Wing tactical vignettes, camaraderie and leadership in a combat 
Commander BS Dhanoa ('Tony'), effectively played by environment.Fighter squadrons all over the world are 
Jimmy Shergill, and his boys from the Golden Arrows, tight-knit units, with the Commanding Officer and the 

Musharraf and his band of conniving generals, with their decision-making. can do one better!The dialogues are crisp and very Flight Commander bearing onerous responsibilities, 
There are several authentic and heartwarming episodes in obsession with Jammu and Kashmir. The General military-like, with little rhetoric or chest-thumping particularly in stressful training and combat 
the series that reflect the human dimension of life in a demonstrates the absolute supremacy of the Pakistan beyond the very real manifestations of nationalism on environments.
fighter squadron, both in peacetime and during war. Army in strategic decision-making. both sides.The IAF squadrons in the 1990s, particularly the MiG-

Nawaz Sharif's portrayal as a bumbling but opportunistic Among those that stand out are bachelors 'bouncing' their Overall, this series is one of the finest Indian productions 21s, had a disproportionately large number of young 
politician kept in the dark by a cunning Musharraf is quite newly posted and seemingly aloof, soft-drink-consuming in the war-and-conflict genre in recent decades. It is on the officers who needed to be trained and moulded into 
convincing. So is PM Vajpayee's portrayal as a well- flight commander (Ahuja). Then late at night, they end up same plane as films such as 'Vijeta' and 'Sam Bahadur'. operationally proficient fighter pilots, ready for 
meaning Indian PM who is blindsided by Musharraf and cutting vegetables for a delectable pulao that is served to SouthAsians & DiasporaThe series is also a befitting combat.The series portrays Wing Commander Tony 
then goes on to demonstrate firmness by staying with a them, even as they empty the bar. farewell to the MiG-21, the IAF's longest-serving and Dhanoa and Squadron Leader Ajay Ahuja as good leaders 

Another episode shows a young pilot being distracted by a long military campaign to evict the Pakistani forces from best-loved fighter aircraft.— firm, empathetic and bold risk-takers with a sense of 
determined girlfriend, who leaves her home to be with t h e  K a r g i l  h e i g h t s .  S o u t h A s i a n s  &  'Operation Safed Sagar' is a must watch for anyone duty that ultimately leads Ahuja to take one risk too many 
him. She is temporarily adopted by the squadron till they DiasporaAcknowledged as one of the IAF's best wanting to recall events of the Kargil conflict and and pay for it with his life. Siddharth as Ajay Ahuja comes 
get married.The briefings, tactical discussions, operational commanders in recent decades, Air Marshal understand the IAF's role in the joint operation that across as a flight commander who means business, leads 
exhilaration after coming out tops in an exercise and the Vinod Patney's character is played very well by Adil decisively evicted the Pakistani forces from the heights in from the front and quickly understands his boys well.
disappointment of not being in action come across with Hussain, with his clipped English accent and bold the Kargil sector.Another impressive portrayal is that of Gen Pervez 

'Operation Safed Sagar' brings Kargil alive

The succession comes at a challenging time for the group. Its challenges extend beyond 

financials, with boardroom battles adding to the pressure
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The Sikh Times
Maligaon, 16th August: Northeast

Frontier Railway (NFR) celebrated the
Nation’s 80th Independence
Day with patriotic fervour
across its jurisdiction on 15th
August, 2026. At the main cele-
bration held at the NFRSA
Complex, Maligaon, Shri
Chetan Kumar Shrivastava,
General Manager of NFR,
hoisted the National Flag in
the presence of senior railway
officials, staff and their family
members and received the
Guard of Honour. In his
address, the General Manager
paid tribute to the nation’s free-
dom fighters and brave sol-
diers and acknowledged the
dedication of railway personnel working
round the clock. On the occasion, 25 railway
personnel were conferred with the
Karmveer Puraskar, along with citations
and cash rewards, for exemplary service
and contribution, followed by a colourful
cultural programme. As part of the celebra-
tions, the GM also inaugurated the renovat-
ed Subir Raha Memorial Auditorium, newly
constructed classrooms, a new Prayer Shed
and upgraded facade at Netaji Vidyapeeth

Railway Higher Secondary School. The GM
also inaugurated the extended and renovat-
ed Casualty Building of Central Hospital,

Maligaon. Highlighting NFR’s major
achievements during 2026, the GM reiterat-
ed that safety remains the foremost priority
under the guiding philosophy of ‘100%
Safety, Zero Risk’. NFR strengthened safety
through modern signalling and advanced
technologies, improved monitoring of
trains, tracks and critical infrastructure,
elimination of Level Crossing Gates and
commissioning of new Foot Over Bridges.
More than 130 electric locomotives have

been upgraded with KAVACH, along with
installation of 30 Hot Box Detectors and
three Automatic Train Examination

Systems. Passenger connectivity
also received a major boost with
the introduction of 14 pairs of new
train services, including the Vande
Bharat Sleeper, Amrit Bharat and
other Mail/Express trains.
Besides, 674 trips of special trains
services were rendered to meet
additional passenger demand.
India’s first Vande Bharat Sleeper
Express from Kamakhya and the
first MEMU service between
Agartala and Karimganj marked
significant milestones in providing
modern and improved rail connec-
tivity to the Northeast. NFR also
recorded encouraging growth in
business and freight performance.

During April-July 2026, apportioned earn-
ings reached Rs. 2,744 Cr, registering 8%
growth over the corresponding period of
the previous year, while ticket-checking
earnings grew by 37%. The Darjeeling
Himalayan Railway crossed the Rs. 18 crore
mark, its highest ever for the period.
Freight infrastructure was augmented with
seven new freight terminals and two Gati
Shakti Cargo Terminals at Habaipur and
Baihata. The first ever container train from

India reached Nepal in July 2026, marking
an important milestone in cross-border
freight transportation. Track linking
between Jogighopa Railway Station Yard
and the Jogighopa Multi Modal Logistics
Park was also completed, paving the way for
integration of rail connectivity with the
logistics hub. Infrastructure development,
electrification and sustainability also
remained key focus areas, with NFR com-
missioning 23.7 MWp of solar power capac-
ity during January-July 2026, the highest
among all Zones of Indian Railways. During
the period, four redeveloped Amrit Stations
of NFR i.e. Kamakhyaguri, Majbat,
Jalpaiguri Road and Haldibari were inaugu-
rated by Hon’ble Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi, providing upgraded pas-
senger amenities and modern station infra-
structure. The GM also lauded Team NFR’s
extraordinary resilience in restoring the
flood-affected tracks at Simaluguri within
just 17 days, with more than 700 railway per-
sonnel working round the clock, while sus-
tained restoration efforts continued at New
Harangajao. Appreciating the contribution
of RPF, Bharat Scouts & Guides, sportsper-
sons, railway employees and other stake-
holders, he reaffirmed NFR’s commitment
to safer, modern, efficient and sustainable
rail transportation and to the national vision
of ‘Viksit Bharat @ 2047’.

Nfr Celebrates 80th Independence Day With
Focus On Safety, Connectivity And Growth
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What story can the dust collected from 
your house tell? 
These organisms can indicate not just 
the geographical location of your 
residence, but also the proportion of 
male and female members in the house, 
and can also reveal if you have a pet, 
says a new study.
The new findings highlight the 
impressive amount of microbial 
diversity in the average household.
"Every day, we are surrounded by a vast 
array of organisms in our homes, most 
of which we cannot see," said co-author 
of the study Noah Fierer, associate 
professor at the University of Colorado 
Boulder in the US.
"We live in a microbial zoo, and this 
study was an attempt to catalog that 
diversity," Fierer said.
The study examined roughly 1,200 
homes across the US.
On average, 

How green is 
your home?

How to decorate your home with 

Mirrors
If mirrors fascinate you more than anything, here's 

how using mirrors differently can make your home 

look playful and classy at the same time. 

Mirrors as art work
Mirrors are not always a utility or random piece of 

decor that is just only used in wardrobes or 
dressing tables. Mirrors can be creatively 

used as artwork at home to lend an artistic 
look. You can either have a collection of 

small or different-sized mirrors, 
hung haphazardly to create an 

artsy look on the wall. You can 
also use a single statement 
mirror on a highlighted wall 
to add to its charm.

Brighten your 
l i v i n g  r o o m  
with a mirror 
wall
Since, space crunch 
is something we all 
face while living in a 
city like Mumbai, 
ideas that make the 
home look spacious 
a r e  a l w a y s  
welcome. Living 
rooms make for a 
g rea t  p lace  fo r  
installing a super-
l a r g e  m i r r o r ;  
especially mirror 
walls. use one wall in 

your living room to 
i n s t a l l  a  s i m p l e  

wooden frame mirror, 
to open up the space 

with the entire reflection 
of the room. Make sure 

you use a wall near the 
window, so that it also 

Make a statement with your 

The latest design 
trends for living room 
furniture have to offer 

many traditional and 
contemporary sofa 

designs and myriad 
options of using 

colours, textures and 
designs to enhance 

the feel of a room. 
Here are a few ideas

Style or trends can be thought of later 
when it comes to sofas, rather comfort 
and personality are priorities. Modern 
settee, sofa, lounges can give you that 
special 'my space' in any room 
with a decor that is stylish but 
impersonal. These usually are 
furniture that are functional — a 
lounger in front of the television 
set, a recliner in front of your 
bookcase to sit down and read, a 
settee for knitting, an armchair to 
take a quick nap on, or a 
comfortable sofa for your guests 
to sit. The latest design trends for 
living room furniture have to 
offer many traditional and 
contemporary sofa designs and 
myriad options of using colours, 
textures and designs to enhance 
the feel of a room.

Tips to buy rustic furniture
If you are the one who likes rugged and country-
side look in a house, doing up your pad with rustic 
furniture is your best bet. It makes 
your house look unique and 
interesting. Here are a few options 
—
For your living room
Instead of having a sofa in your 
living area, opt for light-weight 
wooden arm-rests. To add 
comfort, you can add a few 
cushions. To jazz up the look, you 
can also paint the chairs in quirky 

reflects enough sunlight to make your home look 
bigger and brighter.

A mirror cabinet for a bigger 
looking kitchen
Using a mirror instead of tiles for your kitchen 
wall against the sink or the platform will help 
open up a small area. You can also use mirrors as 
a sliding door for your cabinets so that they do 
not look like one. Especially if you have an open 
kitchen, this mirror will help you talk to people 
in the living area without facing them as well as 
increase the brightness of the space.

Create optical illusion in the 
hallway
If you always thought a hallway is something 
you just just quickly pass by, you got to think 
again. Adding mirrors to the space will open up 
the area so that you don't feel confined within it. 
If you creatively place them, they can also serve 
as hallway utilities, like the ones here. Drawers 
and cabinets with mirror doors in the hallway 
can make the home look lively and colourful, as 
they would reflect everything around it. No to 
mention, you can always stop by to have a good 
look at yourself while passing.

A statement mirror at the dining 
area
Now, you would ask why do we need a mirror in 
the dining area? We say, why not? As mentioned 
before, mirrors are not just an utility, its a style 
statement. Using a statement mirror with a 
beautifully carved wooden or metal with filigree 
worked frame on one of the walls of your dining 
space, will add to the motif of the room without 
taking away from the more interesting things, 
like food. Although an attention-getter, the 
mirror will only enhance the look of your 
enclosed dining area.

each home contains 
more than 5,000 different 
species of bacteria and 
around 2,000 species of 
fungi.
Fungal communities tend to 
be more predictive of a 
home ' s  loca t ion  whi le  
bacterial communities provide 
clues about the identity of its 
residents.
"Geography is the best predictor of 
fungi in your home," Fierer noted.
When it comes to bacteria, however, 
where you live may be less important 
than whom you live with.
From the dust samples, researchers could 
confidently predict which homes had pets 
such as cats or dogs and, to a slightly lesser 
extent, the gender ratio of the residents.

Two-seaters are cosier
A comfortable two-seater sofa can 
double up as a space to take a nap on or 
watch your favourite show on TV
Bright upholstery works Choose bright 
upholstery to jazz up your otherwise 
simple and minimalist decor.

Paisley shaped settees
Take paisley to another 
level with a bright 
settee. There are some 
available that are in the 
shape of a paisley too. 
Try different shapes.
Stylish recliners
Single recliners can add 
personality to your 
decor
Lounge on your L-
shaped sofa
An L-shaped sofa is not 
just comfortable but can 
also work as a lounger

Make a statement with your 

SofaSofa

colours.
For your bedroom

Choose a teak wood bed, instead of 
rot iron one. For the country-side 
charm, you can also have a piece of 
log placed in the room, near the bed 
to make your bedroom look 
interesting.
For your balcony
A few wooden chairs in the 
balcony along with an unpolished 
table looks great. To complete the 
look, you can have a wooden or a 
cane swing chair placed near the 

Tips to buy rustic furniture

Mirrors

How to decorate your home with 

LIFESTYLENew Delhi, Monday , 17 August 2026 12The Sikh Times


	Page 1

