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Noida.(Agency)
--------------------------------

National Commission for Protection of 
Child Rights (NCPCR) has written to 
the district magistrate seeking a probe 
into allegations that nearly 40 students 
of Bal Bharti Public School in Sector 21 
were forced to attend classes in a 
basement room that lacked proper 
ventilation and had no windows.

The action comes after parents 
claimed students of Class VIII-D had to 
endure extreme heat and humidity as 
the classroomʼs air conditioner (AC) 
remained defunct for the past several 
days. This was despite the school 

charging an additional Rs 500 per 
month from July 1 for its 24 air-
conditioned classrooms, saying the 
amount would cover installation, 
electricity, maintenance and repair 
costs.“Despite full tuition and AC fees 
being paid, air conditioners are 
constantly out of order, causing 
children to suffocate in the intense 
heat.  The application is  self-
explanatory and may be reviewed,” 
NCPCR said in a letter to district 
magistrate Medha Roopam on Aug 7. 
The child rights panel also raised 
concerns about compliance with fire-
s a f e t y  n o r m s  a n d  s o u g h t  a n  

investigation into the allegations and a 
report.The district administration has 
now sought a report from Noida 
Authority, even as the district 
inspector of schools has served a 
notice to Bal Bhartiʼs management 
seeking their response within the 
stipulated period.Roopam told  that 
the complaints had not been raised 
during the recent district  fee 
regulatory committee meeting. 
“During the DFRC meeting, no such 
complaints were brought to our 
notice. However, now Noida Authority 
and the police department have been 
informed about it. 

School bus, Fortuner submerged in separate 
incidents at Old Faridabad underpass

No windows, no AC: NCPCR seeks probe 
after parents say classes held in 

Bandhwari leachate flows towards 
Mangar after heavy rain

Gurgaon.(Agency)

---------------------------------------------

Haryana Policeʼs STF has identified 

135 people over the past two months 

who were allegedly in touch with 

Pakistan-based gangster-turned-

terror operative Shehzad Bhatti or 

repeatedly engaged with his social 

media content.The probe comes 

after the National Investigation 

Agency (NIA) filed a chargesheet in 

July  against  e ight  accused,  

including Bhatti, in connection 

with the IED car bomb blast at the 

parking area of Baldev Nagar police 

station in Ambala on Jan 11.

Bhatti, the NIA probe found, has set 

up operational modules in India 

and tasked local operatives with 

arranging logistics and explosives 

to target police establishments. He 

also recruited and radicalised 

multiple youths through social 

m e d i a  a n d  e n c r y p t e d  

communication channels.

According to STF, videos shared by 

Bhatti on social media try to project 

an extensive network to draw 

vulnerable youths, particularly 

those drawn to gangster culture or 

seeking social clout. Cops suspect 

the network lured multiple youths 

with small payments, ranging from 

Rs 3,000 to Rs 5,000, before 

assigning them tasks such as 

ferrying weapons.Over the past two 

months, STF teams questioned 122 

of the 135 suspects and conducted 

raids across Haryana, Punjab, 

Rajasthan and UP. Teams also 

contacted social media users based 

abroad whose IDs were allegedly 

being used by relatives in India. 

DEHLI/NCR

Roads under water; trees & poles 
uprooted: Cities on knees again

Noida/Ghaziabad. The showers that started Friday 
and continued on Sunday has led to heavy 
waterlogging in Noida and Ghaziabad.

A park for children in Noida Sector 51 has turned into 
a shallow pool, while parks and green belts in 
sectors 119, 12, 30, 120, etc., also remained out of 
bounds due to flooding.Low-lying areas, like 
Botanical Garden Metro station in Noida and Jagat 
Farm Market in Greater Noida, are under at least 
two feet of water. Meanwhile, residents reported 
flooded roads and basements in Noida sectors 22, 
30, 36, 51, 62, 71, 104, 105, 72, 117, 122, 99, 
etc.The picture is similar in Ghaziabad, with Abhay 
Khand, Loni, and Muradnagar facing waterlogging.

Late on Sunday, following reports of 12 people stuck 
in Tronica City due to heavy waterlogging, a team 
of Ghaziabad NDRF carried out a rescue operation. 
Considering a warning of heavy rain ahead, NDRF 
teams are on high alert for emergency response in 
Noida and Ghaziabad.Residents blamed the 
authorities for not taking adequate measures to 
check flooding.“The Noida Authority failed to 
prepare for the monsoon in advance. All its claims 
have fallen flat. In Sector 51, people are wading 
through one-and-a-half feet to two feet of water. 
The Sunday showers also left houses and basements 
flooded.

News box

Gurgaon.(Agency)

------------------------------------------------------

A school bus and a Fortuner got 

submerged in the Old Faridabad 

railway underpass in separate 

incidents on Friday, after continuous 

rain left the stretch several feet 

underwater. Police and locals rescued 

the bus staff and an elderly man 

trapped inside the SUV. There were no 

children on the bus.The first incident 

occurred on Friday afternoon, when 

the school bus entered the waterlogged 

underpass. As water levels rose around 

the vehicle, the staff climbed onto its 

roof to save themselves. Police reached 

the spot on being alerted and safely 

rescued them.The second incident 

took place around 7pm, when the 

Fortuner entered the underpass 

despite locals trying to stop the driver, 

by which point around 25-30 feet of 

water had accumulated. Police said the 

SUV entered from the Women Police 

Station, Sector 21 side. The vehicle got 

stuck in the deep water, and the driver 

— aged around 60 — began drowning 

after the carʼs manual controls stopped 

functioning, locking the doors and 

w i n d o w s  a n d  t r a p p i n g  h i m  

inside.Locals and police launched a 

rescue operation, during which a youth 

broke the SUVʼs window with his foot to 

pull the driver out, injuring his leg in 

the process. A fire department vehicle 

also joined the operation. The driver 

was taken to a private hospital near 

Neelam Chowk and put on ventilator 

support. The Fortuner remained 

submerged in the underpass, with 

efforts underway to pull it out.Delivery 

o r k e r  e l e c t r o c u t e d  i n  

SehatpurSeparately, a 26-year-old 

delivery worker died after coming into 

contact with an electric pole in 

Sehatpur on Friday evening, amid 

heavy rain and waterlogging in the 

area.Ramkhelawan, who worked for 

Blinkit and lived in Chetan Market, was 

riding his  motorcycle towards 

Sehatpur around 5pm to deliver goods 

when he came into contact with the 

pole and suffered a shock.

Gurgaon.(Agency)

-------------------------------------------------

Leachate from Bandhwari landfill has 

started flowing towards Mangar 

village after heavy rain, with MCGʼs 

move to dump soil along the front side 

of the landfill failing to stop the 

discharge from spilling onto the road.

The contaminated flow has instead 

found a new route downhill, moving 

through the Johar nullah towards the 

Johar bandh — barely 600 metres from 

Mangar habitation, which abuts 

Mangar Bani, one of the Aravalisʼ last 

remaining forest groves — raising 

concerns over the villageʼs water 

sources, environmentalists said.“This 

is a serious threat to Mangar village. 

Bandhwari has already suffered 

contamination and now the pollution 

is moving towards Mangar. MCG 

needs to act before this contaminates 

the villageʼs groundwater and 

borewells,” said environmentalist 

a n d  M a n g a r  r e s i d e n t  S u n i l  

Harsana.“We received information 

about the issue and have diverted the 

leachate to the ponds in the landfill. 

It would have happened due to 

excessive rainfall,” an MCG official 

said.“This is not the first time that 

leachate has moved towards 

Mangar. We saw this happening 

around three to four years ago as well. 

At that time too, the contamination 

happened in Mangar. Pollution 

Control Board should conduct a site 

inspection and take samples,” 

environmentalist Vaishali Rana 

said.The latest flow lends fresh weight 

to an admission MCG made before 

National Green Tribunal in July, when 

TOI reported that the corporation had 

acknowledged that runoff from 

Bandhwari landfill flows into the 

adjoining Aravali forest during 

periods of heavy and prolonged 

rain.According to MCGʼs affidavit, 

rainwater from the rear of the landfill 

drains into low-lying forest areas, 

while infrastructure meant to 

p e r m a n e n t l y  p r e v e n t  s u c h  

contamination was still being 

planned or built.“During heavy and 

prolonged rains, the surface run off 

rain water from the landfill site (back 

side) drains into the low-lying area of 

forest land behind the site. In this 

regard, the agency which has been 

awarded tender for processing of 

legacy waste has installed 2 sets of 

trommel to process the waste from 

this side (forest/pond) and to create a 

buffer zone of about 1 to 2 acres along 

the forest area. 

STF identifies 135 suspects 
in Pak terrorist-linked social 
media recruitment network

Why some Gurgaon underpasses flood and others don’t

Man stabbed to death after 
objecting to teen’s smoking, 
accused held

Noida.(Agency)
A 32-year-old man has been arrested for allegedly 
snatching a gold chain from a woman during her morning 
walk in the Sector 113 area. The accused, Vijay Pratap 
alias Raja Thakur, a resident of Auraiya, has 18 FIRs 
lodged against him across police stations in Auraiya and 
Noida, including under the Gangster Act.
The incident took place on June 22 at around 6.10am. VS 
Yadav, a resident of Skytech Matrott in Sector 76, was out 
walking with his wife near the T-point culvert in front of 
Mahagun Modern when two men on a motorcycle came 
from behind and snatched her gold chain, weighing 10 
grams. The couple raised an alarm and gave chase but 
could not apprehend the assailants. Yadav told police that 
the pillion rider was wearing a white shirt and a white 
gamcha.
An FIR was registered against two unknown persons 
under Section 304(2) of the BNS and multiple teams were 
formed to track them down. Using CCTV footage from 
nearby areas, police identified one of the suspects. Vijay 
Pratap was arrested on Sunday from the FNG service road 
in Sorkha village in Sector 113.

Gold rush meets silver lining in Gurgaon: Dhanteras sales see 30% rise

Cracker sparks burn down 3 shops, 6 bikes

Noida.(Agency)
 Days after several people died from water 

contamination in Indore, Noida and 
Greater Noida authorities have ordered 
technical audits of their drinking water 
systems — covering pipelines, 
reservoirs and water ATMs — and asked 
officials to collect samples across 
sectors to rule out any risk of 
contamination.In Noida, the decision 
was taken at a high-level meeting 
chaired on Friday by Authority CEO 
Lokesh M, who reviewed public health 
issues, civic infrastructure, water supply 
and sanitation, and issued strict 
directions to officials.A committee of 

senior water department officials was 
formed to carry out the audit."We have 
ordered a thorough technical audit of the 
water supply system, including 
pipelines, reservoirs and water ATMs, to 
ensure that residents receive safe and 
clean drinking water," Lokesh M said. 
He added that water samples would be 
collected from different sectors and a 
detailed report submitted "at the 
earliest" to ensure there is no 
contamination threat in the city.The 
CEO also reviewed the status of the 80-
cusec Ganga water project and asked 
officials to complete all pending work 
by this month.

Ghaziabad.(Agency)

------------------------------------------------------

A contrasting picture has emerged 

across the cityʼs underpasses this 

monsoon — some were inundated and 

had to be shut temporarily, while 

others continued handling traffic 

despite the same spell of intense rain.

The difference is starkest on Golf 

Course Road, where underpasses that 

faced waterlogging in past years have 

since seen drainage and engineering 

interventions, and stayed relatively 

clear through the recent downpour.

At least three underpasses — Medanta 

Road, Bajghera and IFFCO Chowk — 

were disrupted in the recent spell. 

NHAI shut the Medanta and IFFCO 

Chowk underpasses after they 

flooded, while traffic at Bajghera was 

stopped for three hours as flood 

barriers and sandbags went up to keep 

water out.The city has a network of 24 

u n d e r p a s s e s  a c r o s s  n a t i o n a l  

highways, expressways and arterial 

roads, maintained by different 

agencies including NHAI, PWD, 

GMDA and DLF. On Delhi-Gurgaon 

Expressway, these include Rajiv 

Chowk, Hero Honda Chowk, Medanta 

Road, Signature Towers, Ambience 

Mall and IFFCO Chowk. Subhash 

Chowk and Vatika Chowk lie on Sohna 

Highway.  Dwarka Expressway 

corridor has underpasses at Bajghera, 

sectors 109/110 and 88B, Kherki Majra, 

and the Trumpet interchange. Golf 

Course Road alone has seven — at 

Sikanderpur, Shankar Chowk, DLF-1, 

Genpact and Cyber City, besides two 

DLF Cyber City U-turn underpasses. 

Additional underpasses exist at Atul 

Kataria Chowk, Mahavir Chowk, 

Dhanwapur and Millennium City 

Centre.The recent incidents suggest 

flooding isnʼt linked to rainfall 

i n t e n s i t y  a l o n e ,  b u t  t o  a  

combination of factors — drainage 

a r r a n g e m e n t s ,  s u r r o u n d i n g  

topography, the volume and 

direction of surface runoff entering 

the structure, sump capacity, and 

the capacity and functioning of 

pumping systems and the receiving 

stormwater network.NHAI attributed 

the waterlogging at Medanta Road to 

backflow of surface-drain water into 

the underpass through the faulty 

sump-pump system, rather than 

seepage. The authority said the 

problem would be addressed by 

installing a non-return valve in the 

sump pumps to prevent it from 

recurring.Bajghera presents a  

different challenge. NHAI said 

stormwater from the ROB side, along 

Bajghera road, flows towards the 

underpass because of the natural 

ground slope, with surrounding 

developed areas at a higher elevation 

adding to the runoff.

 The situation is compounded by the 

lack of a proper inlet into GMDA drain. 

“With the drain already running at full 

capacity, it was unable to take 

additional runoff from the road, 

resulting in water accumulating 

outside the underpass,” an NHAI 

official said.

The underpass has faced waterlogging 

during heavy rain for the past two 

years, since Dwarka Expressway 

opened. NHAI deployed flood barriers 

and sang bags. Traffic was restricted 

for three hours as water levels failed to 

recede even after the rain stopped. 

While such measures protect the 

structure during heavy rainfall, they 

remain a temporary response rather 

than a permanent fix.The pumping 

infrastructure also points to why 

individual underpass.

Spat over land turns violent in Nuh village, mob pelts stones, FIR against 26 after many injured

Noida.(Agency)

------------------------------------------------------------------

An eight-year-old boy was allegedly electrocuted 

while trying to unplug an electric scooter in Ankur 

Vihar.The child, Yug alias Kushal, was alone at his 

home in Chaman Vihar Colony when the incident 

took place around 9am on Friday. His parents were 

at Mathura to attend the last rites of a relative.

Police said Yug approached the e-scooter, which 

had been left charging on the verandah, and while 

trying to remove the charger, came into contact 

with an exposed or faulty part of it. He suffered a 

severe electric shock and collapsed unconscious.

A cousin spotted him and rushed to help, but found 

Yug entangled in the charger wire. While trying to 

free him, the cousin also received an electric shock 

but escaped without serious injury. Yug was rushed 

to Jag Pravesh Chandra Hospital in Delhi, where 

doctors declared him dead on arrival and informed 

the Ankur Vihar police station about the 

incident.Police said the circumstances leading to 

the electric shock are being examined. They said it 

is not yet clear if the scooter was being charged from 

an ordinary socket. It typically requires a high-

power 16-ampere socket with proper earthing to 

prevent overheating and fire risks. The scooter was 

from a local brand. It had been parked outdoors and 

police suspect that the child had been playing with 

the socket before he got electrocuted.

8-year-old Ghaziabad boy 
tries to unplug charging e-
scooter, electrocuted

Noida.(Agency)

----------------------------------------------------------------------

A 28-year-old was stabbed to death by a 17-year-old 

boy in Faridabadʼs Om Enclave on Friday night, 

with his family alleging he was attacked after 

asking the teenager not to smoke. Police have 

apprehended the juvenile but say the motive is still 

under investigation.The incident occurred around 

11pm when Kishori was standing near his house 

talking to his friend Anil. The teen approached, 

pulled out a cigarette and asked Anil for a 

matchbox. According to Anil, Kishori told him not 

to smoke, prompting the minor to hurl abuses, 

which led to a heated exchange. The boy left but 

returned a short while later, allegedly pulled out a 

knife and stabbed Kishori in the neck and stomach 

before fleeing.Anil and other friends rushed 

Kishori to Palla civil hospital, where doctors gave 

him initial treatment before referring him to 

AIIMS, Delhi. He died on the way. Relatives said he 

worked for a private company and was the familyʼs 

sole support.“He had done nothing wrong and had 

only asked the accused not to smoke,” Kishoriʼs 

elder sister told.

Noida.(Agency)
------------------------------------------------------------------------

A group of cybercriminals allegedly cheated elderly 
residents in three separate incidents in Noida and 
the National Capital Region using fake bill notices 
and an unauthorised credit card transaction.

In two of the cases, fraudsters posed as employees of 
a cooking gas distribution company and threatened 
the victims with disconnection within two hours 
over allegedly unpaid bills.In the first case, on Jan 
12, a person claiming to be an IGL employee called a 
retired bank official from Greater Noida and told 
him that his gas connection would be disconnected 
if the dues were not cleared. The caller also sent him 
an APK file purportedly containing a copy of the bill.

The complainant, however, told the caller that he 
had regularly paid his bills and showed the receipt as 
proof over a video call. The following night, between 
8 pm and 9 pm, the complainant received six 
messages informing him that Rs 10 lakh had been 
withdrawn from his bank account.In a similar case, 
a doctor from Greater Noida was contacted on Nov 
30, 2025, on the pretext of an IGL bill. He was sent an 
APK file, after which Rs 20 lakh was transferred from 
his bank accounts.In yet another case, a retired IRS 
officer and former principal chief commissioner of 
income tax lost $586.23 (around Rs 55,000) from his 
credit card through an unauthorised transaction 
while he was visiting Meerut. The victim received a 
message at around 12:27 pm regarding a $586.23 
payment through his HSBC Premier credit card to 
Hertz, a car rental company.

‘Will cut gas line’: 2 lose 30 to 
IGL bills scam
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The Sikh Times
New Delhi: The

National Green Tribunal
(NGT) has directed states
and Union Territories to
review and submit their
responses within four
weeks to the Central
Pollution Control Board’s
(CPCB) final report on
strengthening tree protec-
tion and conservation
frameworks. The CPCB,
in its final report dated
May 21, recommended
that states and Union
Territories without a legal
framework for tree protec-
tion should establish one,
while those with existing
laws should align them
with the objectives of the
National Forest Policy,
1988. The report empha-
sised the need for robust
enforcement mecha-
nisms, the use of modern
technologies for monitor-
ing, and adequate staffing
and resources for effec-
tive implementation.
According to the report,
“States and UTs not hav-
ing a legal framework at

present for promoting the
growth of trees and
enabling protection
should take up the
process of establishing
the required legal frame-

work.” It further suggest-
ed that, “States/UTs with
the existing legal frame-
work may align with the
broader objectives of
national forest conserva-
tion efforts by integrating
applicable advisories into
their existing frame-
works.” The CPCB also
advised that tree manage-

ment in non-forest areas
should be governed by
clear guidelines, including
authorization for felling,
preservation of heritage
trees, and preparation of

plantation augmentation
plans. It proposed that
Tree Authorities should
include representatives
from government depart-
ments, urban planners,

ecologists, arborists, legal
experts, NGOs, and com-
munity members for “a
holistic approach to tree
management.” The
Ministry of Environment,
Forest and Climate
Change (MoEF&CC) has
been asked to provide pol-
icy guidance, capacity-
building support, and
financial assistance under
schemes such as the
Green India Mission. The
Tribunal directed that all
respondents must also
submit their views on the
conduct of a tree census,
including proposed
modalities for its imple-
mentation, particularly in
major urban local bodies
(ULBs). The Bench noted
that these measures were
aimed at ensuring better
coordination between cen-
tral and state agencies and
promoting effective moni-
toring of tree conserva-
tion across the country.

New Delhi: A baby girl
weighing 525 gm at birth at
a private hospital in the
national capital has now
been discharged in good
health with a weight of
2.010 kg — said to be a
rare survival feat, not just
for the Delhi NCR region
but for the entire country.
Dr Jay Kishore, Senior
Neonatologist at
Cloudnine Hospital,
Patparganj, led his team to
script medical history —
successfully discharged
the baby born at a gesta-
tional age of just 22 weeks
and 5 days, after a remark-
able 105-day NICU jour-
ney. Dr Kishore said, "This
survival is a testament to
medical precision, team
dedication, and the par-
ents' unshakeable faith.
Extreme prematurity is a
major challenge, but when
science and compassion
work together, miracles
happen." The parents, who
had long battled infertility
and suffered a miscarriage
after their first IVF attempt,
conceived again through
IVF. However, their joy
turned into anxiety when
premature labour began at
just 22 weeks and 5 days —
a periviable stage where

survival rates are exceed-
ingly low. Against all odds,
the baby was delivered,
intubated immediately, and
resuscitated in the delivery
room. Despite being coun-
selled about the poor prog-

nosis, the parents placed
their trust in Dr Kishore's
expertise and opted for full
intensive care support. The
team provided round-the-
clock, meticulous care —
the baby was ventilated,
given early surfactant ther-
apy, and placed on
Parenteral Nutrition. By
day 3, mother's own milk
(MOM) was introduced,
and by day 10, the baby
was successfully weaned
off invasive ventilation.
After prolonged non-inva-

sive support using syn-
chronised NIPPV and
CPAP on an indigenous
Optimedics ventilator, the
baby was shifted to room
air. Amazingly, during the
entire NICU stay, not a sin-

gle drop of formula milk
was used. The care
approach included devel-
opmentally supportive
care, kangaroo mother
care, and exclusive use of
mother's milk, which
played a critical role in the
baby's growth and neuro-
logical development.
Cranial ultrasounds before
discharge were normal,
and LASER treatment for

Zone 2 Plus ROP was suc-
cessfully completed. Dr
Kishore said, "A perfect
triad of medical excellence,
nursing dedication, and
parental trust. At 22 weeks,
survival is not just about

machines or medicines —
it's about a system that
refuses to give up. Our
nurses, associate consult-
ants, and the parents stood
by every single day. This is
a victory for all of them."
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NAME CHANGE
I, Kulsum w/o Rozuddin R/o B-17,
Gali No.3A, Near Mohalla Dilshad
Masjid, Old Mustafabad, Delhi-
110094, have changed my name
to Kulsoom for all future purposes. 

NAME CHANGE
I Kapil Kumar Yadav S/o Dinesh
Yadav R/o House No-523 P,
Sector-14,Gurgaon,Haryana-
122001, Have Changed My Name
To Kapil Yadav For All Purpose

NAME CHANGE
I Tajinder Kaur W/o Jaspreet Singh
Baweja R/o 52/43 Ramjas Road
Karol Bagh Delhi -110005 Have
Changed My Name To Tajinder
Kaur Baweja For All Purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I Manoj Ram S/o Ram Bilash Ram
R/o Flat No-6, Tower-8,Hamelia
Street,IRIS,Vatika City, Sector-49,
Gurgaon, Haryana-122018, Have
Changed My Name To Manoj
Kumar For All Purpose

NAME CHANGE
I Sarve Preet Kaur Kochhar W/o
Manpreet Singh Kochhar R/o
10C/80 SFS Flats Green View
Appartment Mayapuri Road Hari
Nagar West Delhi-110064 Have
Change My Given Name
Sarvepreet kaur and Surname
Kochhar for all purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I Swaran Kaur Sawhney W/o Prith
Pal Singh R/o 10C/80 SFS Flats
Green View Appartment Mayapuri
Road Hari Nagar West Delhi-
110064 Have Changed My Name
to Swaran Kaur for all purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I Taran Preet Singh Kochhar S/o
Manpreet Singh Kochhar R/o
10C/80 SFS Flats Green View
Appartment Mayapuri Road Hari
Nagar West Delhi-110064 Have
Change My Given Name
Taranpreet Singh and Surname
Kochhar for all purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, Anupama D/o Pradeep Kumar
R/o D-754/A, Gali No.1, Ashok
Nagar, Shahdara, Delhi-110093
have changed my name to
Anupama Chaudhary.

NAME CHANGE
I, Pradeep Kumar S/o Prem
Chand R/o D-754/A, Gali No.1,
Ashok Nagar, Shahdara, Delhi-
110093 have changed the name
of my minor son from Arjun to
Arjun Vaidwan.

NAME CHANGE
I, VINOD KUMAR S/O UDAY
SINGH residing at FLAT NO-G-
3/8, NEAR DDA WATER TANK,
SECTOR-4, ROHINI, DELHI-
110085 have changed my name
to VINOD KUMAR KUSHWAHA
for all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, Anil Balakrishna Panicker
s/o Angakattil Narayan
Balakrishna Panicker R/o A-
6/334-A, Janta Flats, Paschim
Vihar, Delhi-110063, have
changed my name to Anil Bala
Panicker permanently. 

NAME CHANGE
I, SH AUTAR SINGH Father of JC-
413677X Rank-SUB MAJ Name-
BHAGAT SINGH presently residing
at VILL-BILTIYA SUKOLI TALLI,
PO-DHAUNTIYAL, DIST-PAURI
GARHWAL, UTTARAKHAND-
246155 have changed my name
from SH AUTAR SINGH to AVTAR
SINGH for all future purposes vide
affidavit dated 12/03/2024 before
Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, SANTOSH KUMAR  S/O VISHVA
NATH PRASAD  residing at  PLOT
NO-58&59, FLAT NO-B-2, STREET
NO-5, HAVENS GARDEN MATIALA,
DELHI-110059 have changed my
name to  SANTOSH KUMAR GUPTA
for all future purposes

NAME CHANGE
I, SIDDHARATH RANA S/O BHAG-
WAN RANA residing at H NO-1074,
SIRASPUR, DELHI-110042  have
changed my name to SIDDHARTH
RANA for all future purpose.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I,
BALJEET SINGH S/o GURCHARAN
SINGH R/o 12/32, Geeta Colony, East
Delhi-110031 declare that name of
mine, my wife and my minor daughter
has been wrongly written as BAL-
JEET SINGH CHUGH, GURPREET
KAUR CHUGH, JASLEEN KAUR
CHUGH in my minor daughter
JASLEEN KAUR aged 16 years in her
10th class Educational Documents.
The actual name of mine, my wife and
my minor daughter are BALJEET
SINGH, GURPREET KAUR and
JASLEEN KAUR respectively, which
may be amended accordingly.

PUBLIC NOTICE
I Jyoti pal W/O Sunil Kumar R/O WZ-
125, Village Begumpur,  North  West
Delhi , -110086.declare that name of
mine  has been wrongly written as Jyoti
in my minor Daughter Yashika aged 14
years in her  school cords  and birth
certificate no MCDOLR09368299 .The
actual my name is  Jyoti Pal.

NAME CHANGE
I, PUNNAM DEVI Wife of No-
14913053K Rank-HAV Name-
NARENDER SINGH R/O C-7, LAXMI
GARDEN, NAJAFGARH, NEW
DELHI-110043 have changed my
name from PUNNAM DEVI to POON-
AM DEVI for all future purposes vide
Affidavit Dated 30/09/2023 before
Executive Magistrate, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, NEETAS DEVI Wife of No-3204848W
Rank-HAV Name-DHARMENDRA
SINGH R/O VILL-BISHUNDAS, PO-
MURSAN, DISTT-HATHRAS, U.P-
204213 have changed my name from
NEETAS DEVI to NITESH DEVI for all
future purposes vide Affidavit Dated
30/09/2023 before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, ANITA BANSAL W/O PAWAN
BANSAL residing at B-504, MAYUR-
DHWAJ APARTMENT, I.P EXTN.
EAST DELHI-110092 have Change
my name to ANITA RANI BANSAL for
all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, ABDUL TAWWAB S/O Shri Abdul
Rehman Resident of House No. C-16,
Abhimanyu Gali, Near Babu Ram
Chowk, Arjun Mohalla, Moujpur, Delhi-
110053 have changed my name
ABDUL TAUWAB to ABDUL TAWWAB
for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, NO-17007475L Rank-NK Name-
JITENDRA GANGWAR S/O LATE
NIRANJAN LAL GANGWAR R/O
WARD NO-11, MOHALLA
GYASPUR, NEAR BANGALI BABA
MANDIR, BILASPUR, PILIBHIT,
UTTAR PRADESH-262201 have
changed my minor son’s name from
DAKSH GANGWAR to YASH
GANGWAR for all future purposes
vide Affidavit Dated 05/09/2023
before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, NO-17007475L Rank-NK Name-
JITENDRA GANGWAR S/O LATE
NIRANJAN LAL GANGWAR R/O
WARD NO-11, MOHALLA
GYASPUR, NEAR BANGALI BABA
MANDIR, BILASPUR, PILIBHIT,
UTTAR PRADESH-262201 have
changed my minor son’s name from
DAKSH GANGWAR to YASH
GANGWAR for all future purposes
vide Affidavit Dated 05/09/2023
before Notary Public, Delhi.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I,
Rahul Vishwakarma S/o H.P.
Vishvakarma R/o J-4, Ground Floor
Gandhi Market, Mir Dard Road,
Minto Road, Indraprastha, Central
Delhi, Delhi-110002 declare that
name of mine has been wrongly writ-
ten as Rahul Kumar Vishvakarma in
my minor daughter namely Anika
Vishvakarma aged 5 years in his
School Records. The actual name of
mine is Rahul Vishwakarma.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that 1
INDU CHAUHAN W/O NARENDER
SINGH CHAUHAN R/O N-129/1, T-
HUTS, KHILONA BAGH DIST
NORTH WEST DELHI-110009
declare that name of mine has been
wrongly written as INDU KANWAR
in my minor son namely HARSH
VARDHAN SINGH CHAUHAN
aged 13 years in his school record
and birth certificate No. MCDOLIR -
2211-005020356. The actual name
of mine is INDU CHAUHAN which
may be amended accordingly

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that
CHANDER VEER S/O RAM JI LAL
R/O Q-157 Vikas Vihar Uttam Nagar
West Delhi Delhi-110059 declare that
name of mine has been wrongly writ-
ten as CHANDER PAL in my minor
daughter namely KIRTI aged 15 years
in her birth certificate No.MCDOLIR-
0110-004425168. The actual name of
mine is CHANDER VEER which may
be amended accordingly

NAME CHANGE
I Jugal Kishor S/o Lila Dhar R/o
H.No-196 S/F, Kh.No-619/21,
Chattar Pur, South Delhi, Delhi-
110074 have changed the name of
my minor daughter namely Krishna
Devi aged 16 years and she shall
hereafter be known as Priya.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as Farman S/o
Akeel Ahmed R/o B 272/27, Gali No
4, Subhash Mohalla North Ghonda,
Garhi Mendu, Bhajan Pura, North
East, Delhi-110053 have changed
my name and shall hereafter be
known as Farman Ahmed.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as Atif S/o Manzoor
Khan R/o 1/99-C, 4F/F, Gali No-5,
Guru Harkrishan School Wali Gali,
Kabir Nagar, Gokal Pur, North East
Delhi, Delhi-110094 have changed
my name and shall hereafter be
known as Atif Khan.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as Aakash S/o
Makan Singh Rawat R/o 2087/5,
Gali No.20, Prem Nagar Patel
Nagar, Patel Nagar S.O, Central
Delhi, Delhi-110008 have changed
my name and shall hereafter be
known as Akash Rawat.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as Sanam Kumari W/o
Samarjeet Gupta R/o E-400-D, Block-
E, Ashok Nagar, Vasundhra Enclave,
East Delhi, Delhi, Delhi-110096 have
changed my name and shall hereafter
be known as Sonam Sav.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as Laxman Yadav
alias Bhavikshan Yadav S/O Bechan
Yadav R/O Gram Debra, Post Bela,
Thana Babubarhi, Ward No-02,
Bela, PO Bela, Dist Madhubani,
Bihar-847224 have changed my
name and shall hereafter be known
as Bhavikshna Yadav.

NAME CHANGE
I Swaran Kaur Sawhney W/o Prith
Pal Singh R/o 10C/80 SFS Flats
Green View Appartment Mayapuri
Road Hari Nagar West Delhi-
110064 Have Changed My Name
to Swaran Kaur for all purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, VINOD KUMAR S/O UDAY
SINGH residing at FLAT NO-G-
3/8, NEAR DDA WATER TANK,
SECTOR-4, ROHINI, DELHI-
110085 have changed my name
to VINOD KUMAR KUSHWAHA
for all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, NO-17007475L Rank-NK Name-
JITENDRA GANGWAR S/O LATE
NIRANJAN LAL GANGWAR R/O
WARD NO-11, MOHALLA
GYASPUR, NEAR BANGALI BABA
MANDIR, BILASPUR, PILIBHIT,
UTTAR PRADESH-262201 have
changed my minor son’s name from
DAKSH GANGWAR to YASH
GANGWAR for all future purposes
vide Affidavit Dated 05/09/2023
before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, SANJAY KUMAR CHOUDHARY
S/o LATE SH. LAXMAN CHAUD-
HARY Permanent R/o Parsauni
Khirodhar, Sitamarhi, Bihar-843325
and Presently Residing at Plot No.
B-20, Second Floor, Dass Garden,
Baprola Vihar, Najafgarh, New
Delhi-110043. declare that name of
mine has been wrongly written as
SANJAY CHOUDHARY in my minor
daughter namely SHIWANGI
CHOUDHARY aged 17 years in her
10th class Marksheet. The actual
name of mine is SANJAY KUMAR
CHOUDHARY, which may be
amended accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
I, MOGHAL FATHIMA BAIG Wife
of JC-335017L Rank-NB/SUB
Name-MOGHAL MOHAMMAD
BAIG Presently residing at 9-5-5,
ANDHRA RATNA NAGAR, PER-
ALA HIGH SCHOOL, PERALA,
CHIRALA PRAKASAM DISTRICT,
ANDHRA PRADESH-523157,
have changed my name from
MOGHAL FATHIMA BAIG to
FATHIMA SHAIK for all future pur-
poses vide Affidavit dated
16/07/2025 before First Class
Magistrate, Shillong, Meghalaya.

NAME CHANGE
I, Sansare Amrut Narayan father of
No.4580889H Rank-Hav Name
Sansare Ravindra Amrut residing at
Vill. Deolali Pravara, Tehsil - Rahuri,
District.Ahilyanagar, Maharashtra -
413716 have changed my name
from Sansare Amrut Narayan to
Amrut Narayan Sansare vide affi-
davit dated 15.07.2025 executed
before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I Tajinder Kaur W/o Jaspreet Singh
Baweja R/o 52/43 Ramjas Road
Karol Bagh Delhi -110005 Have
Changed My Name To Tajinder
Kaur Baweja For All Purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I Taran Preet Singh Kochhar S/o
Manpreet Singh Kochhar R/o
10C/80 SFS Flats Green View
Appartment Mayapuri Road Hari
Nagar West Delhi-110064 Have
Change My Given Name
Taranpreet Singh and Surname
Kochhar for all purpose.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I,
BALJEET SINGH S/o GURCHARAN
SINGH R/o 12/32, Geeta Colony, East
Delhi-110031 declare that name of
mine, my wife and my minor daughter
has been wrongly written as BAL-
JEET SINGH CHUGH, GURPREET
KAUR CHUGH, JASLEEN KAUR
CHUGH in my minor daughter
JASLEEN KAUR aged 16 years in her
10th class Educational Documents.
The actual name of mine, my wife and
my minor daughter are BALJEET
SINGH, GURPREET KAUR and
JASLEEN KAUR respectively, which
may be amended accordingly.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I,
NIDHI AGGARWAL YADAV D/o
VIRENDER KUMAR AGGARW-
AL, and  Ex. Wife of AMIT YADAV,
R/o H.No E-12, Hauz Khas, South
West Delhi-110016, declare that I
got divorce from my Ex. Husband
AMIT YADAV vide Court Decree
HMA No. 603/2019 dated 30 - 04-
2019, further I have changed my
name and shall hereafter be
known as NIDHI AGGARWAL. I
also have changed the name of
my minor Son namely AAYAN
YADAV, aged 16 years and my
minor daughter namely ARSHIYA
YADAV, aged 13 years and they
shall hereafter be known as
AAYAN AGGARWAL and
ARSHIYA AGGARWAL respec-
tively, which may be amended
accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
I, S VANITHA W/o No. 14838283N
Rank-HAV/MT Name-RAMESH P
R/o VILL-SEDRAMPUTTU, PO-
SEDRAMPUTTU, TEH-POLUR,
DIST-THRUVANNAMALAI, TAMIL
NADU-632315, have changed my
name from S VANITHA to VANITHA
R for all future purposes vide
Affidavit dated 15/07/2025 before
Notary Public, Kupwara.

NAME CHANGE
I, DEEPAK KUMAR VERMA S/O
PARTAP SINGH resident of H.No.16,
Tara Nagar Main Kakrola Road,
Kakrola, South West Delhi, Delhi-
110078 have changed the name of
my minor daughter SHREYA ALIAS
SHREYA VERMA aged 13 years,
and she shall hereafter be known as
SHREYA VERMA.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as SAMEERA
SINGH D/O SUDHIR KUMAR
SINGH residing at Flat No.E-1058,
River Heights, Raj Nagar,
Extension, Tower-15, Ghaziabad,
U.P.-201001, have changed my
name and shall hereafter be known
as SAMEERA SINGH AMETHIA.

NAME CHANGE
I, Sushma D/O Shambu Prasad
Dharmana W/O Vinod Kumar R/O B-6
Police Colony Mandir Marg New Delhi
110001 Have changed my name to
Sushma Badola for all future purposes.

7-day-old baby sold for Rs 1.5 lakh, 2 arrested
Gurugram: The police arrested a eunuch and her par tner for attempting to sell a seven-day-old baby

boy for Rs 1.5 lakh in Sector 57. The accused who sold the child had lodged a complaint of kidnapping
to mislead the police, but they were arrested and the child was rescued. According to the police, a
eunuch residing in a slum near Saraswati Kunj had lodged a complaint claiming that she had adopted a
newborn baby boy from her neighbour Phulo Devi on August 18. She alleged that on August 24, she
handed the baby over to her neighbour, Kajal, before leaving hime. Upon her return, Kajal claimed the
infant had been kidnapped by an unknown person and that her mobile phone had also been stolen. The
police swung into action and arrested two accused from Wazirbad’s Dhani within just nine hours. The
police recovered the newborn baby and the stolen mobile from the possession of the accused. The
accused were identified as Layak Sheikh (28), a native of west Bengal and eunuch Kajal, a native of
Bihar. During interrogation, it was revealed that the alleged kidnapping was, in fact, a pre-planned con-
spiracy. Investigators found that Sheikh, who has been living in the area for five years, was desperate
for a child. He had struck a deal with Kajal, of fering between Rs 1 lakh and Rs 1.5 lakh in exchange for
a baby. Kajal then took advantage of the situation by handing over the newborn that had been adopted
by her fellow eunuch. Sheikh repor tedly wrapped the infant in a blanket and took him away. “A swift
operation by the police foiled the conspiracy. Both accused were arrested, the child was safely recov-
ered, and handed back to the complainant,” a Gurugram Police spokesperson said

Police arrest teenage realtor for
gunning down gardener over
closed gate in south Delhi

New Delhi: Santlal, who also worked as a caretaker
of the property, was shot in the chest. Police have arrest-
ed 19-year-old Piyush Yadav, a local real estate agent, for
gunning down the older man. They said the incident
took place around 2 am near the Shamshan Ghat in Dera
village. “A police team rushed to the spot after receiving
information that women were crying loudly in the neigh-
bourhood. Upon reaching, it was found that a man had
been shot and was lying motionless near the cremation
ground,” an officer said. An empty cartridge was recov-
ered from the spot, he said. “During the investigation, it
was revealed that the accused had a verbal altercation
with the victim over the closing of a gate of the proper-
ty. The altercation escalated, and in a fit of rage, Piyush
allegedly shot Santlal and fled the spot,” the officer said.
When questioned, Piyush confessed to the crime and
led the police to the gun he had hidden in his house.
Police said Santlal took care of several properties in the
vicinity, while Piyush Yadav ran his real estate business
from Chhatarpur Phase 2. Santlal’s body was taken to
Safdarjung Hospital for a post-mortem.

Delhi University rolls out ‘zero
tolerance’ policy for campus defacement

New Delhi: With the Delhi University Students’
Union (DUSU) elections for fast approaching, the uni-
versity administration has announced a stringent “zero
tolerance” policy against defacement, under the banner
of its “Green Election, Clean Election” initiative. The
announcement was made following a meeting on
Tuesday, attended by the Chief Election Officer, mem-
bers of the Proctorial Board, Maurice Nagar SHO,
DUSU office bearers and student representatives. An
official statement from the DU Election Committee said,
“The committee also apprised the representative that
there would be zero tolerance for defacement during the
current DUSU elections.” All candidates have been
directed to use only handmade posters and to strictly
adhere to specified campaign expenditure limits. The
university’s crackdown follows complaints from past
years, when graffiti, unauthorised banners and posters
covered walls, flyovers, and metro pillars across both
North and South campuses. This year, authorities say,
enforcement would be much more vigilant.

Panipat man charred to death,
another injured as car catches fire

after accident in Delhi 
New Delhi: A 40-year-old man was charred to death

while another was injured after their car caught fire fol-
lowing an accident in outer north Delhi's Hulambi Khurd
area in the early hours of Sunday, an official said. The
incident occurred around 2 am near Jhanda Chowk on
Urban Extension Road II, under the jurisdiction of Narela
Industrial Area police station, the official added.
According to the police, a PCR call was received and a
team rushed to the spot where they found a white Ertiga
in a burnt condition. The driver was found dead, while
another was rescued from the adjacent seat. He was
injured. The driver was identified as Vipender and the
injured as Jagbir, both residents of Haryana's Panipat,
police added. Jagbir was immediately shifted to the SRHC
Hospital in Narela, while the dead body was moved to the
BJRM Hospital, a police officer said. Initial investigation
suggests that the Haryana-registered SUV might have
lost control and crashed before catching fire, though the
exact cause is still under investigation, the officer said. A
case has been registered, and further investigation is
under way to ascertain the cause of the fire and the cir-
cumstances surrounding the accident, the officer added.

3 held for performing car stunts on road
New Delhi: The police have arrested three indi-

viduals for performing dangerous car stunts on a
public road, after a video of the incident went viral on
social media. Three vehicles used during the stunts
have also been seized. According to the police, the
video, which circulated widely online, captured the
suspects engaging in risky behaviour near the
Shobha City traffic signal in Sector 108, under the
jurisdiction of Rajendra Park police station. In the
footage, three young men were seen standing atop a
moving car. Behind them, several others were spot-
ted in 8 to 10 vehicles, with sunroofs open and some
individuals emerging from windows while filming the
stunt and performing hazardous manoeuvres. The
arrested accused has been identified as Himanshu
(22), a resident of Khaika village near Sohna, Sagar
(24) and Kaushal (24), residents of Peeragarhi in
Delhi. “The accused not only endangered their own
lives but also put the safety of others at risk by per-
forming these stunts on public roads,” said a police
spokesperson. “We have recovered three vehicles
used in the act — two Mahindra Thars and one
Toyota Fortuner. A further investigation is under-
way, and more arrests are expected soon.”

22-week-old premature baby survives
miraculously, discharged home safely

15 years on, man held from
Gujarat for murdering wife
New Delhi: The Delhi Police claimed to have solved a 15-

year-old murder case with the arrest of a man, who killed his
wife in a fit of rage over domestic fights in Northwest Delhi’s
Jahangirpuri, they said on Friday. The accused, Narottam
Prasad, was arrested from Chhota Udaipur area in Vadodra,
Gujarat, where he was working as a manager at a cotton facto-
ry by hiding his identity. He killed his wife and wrote a fake sui-
cide note to make it appear as a suicide. The case dates back
to May 31, 2010, when the police received information about a
foul smell from a house in Delhi’s Jahangirpuri. When the
police broke open the door, they found the decomposed body
of a 25-year-old woman lying on the floor. They also recovered
a suicide note from the crime scene. As the investigation
began, the police laid their suspicion on Prasad (victim’s hus-
band), who was on the run. The police later declared him a
proclaimed offender and announced a reward of Rs 10,000 for
his arrest. Following a tip-off regarding his whereabouts and
using technical surveillance,
the police arrest him.

NGT seeks states’ response
on tree protection framework

NAME CHANGE
I, hitherto known as ASHISH KUMAR
RATHOR  S/O PURAN LAL R/O Q-48,
RAJEEV NAGAR BEGUM PUR,
NORTH WEST DELHI, DELHI-110086,
have changed my name and shall here-
after be known as RAZAAHMED.

Massive fire breaks out in Delhi slum near Rithala metro station
New Delhi: Police personnel and others gather as firemen try to douse a fire

breaking out in a cluster of huts near Rithala metro station at Rohini area in New
Delhi early Saturday. A man died and another sustained burn injuries after a massive
fire broke out spreading to around 500 shanties near Rithala metro station in Delhi's
Rohini, the Delhi Fire Services (DFS) said. Police said several LPG cylinders were
said to have exploded late Friday evening, intensifying the blaze and triggering panic
among residents Thick plumes of smoke were seen rising from the area even as
locals scrambled to save their belongings and move to safer places. Preliminary infor-
mation suggests that 400 to 500 huts have been gutted, fire officials said. 

The DFS said it received a call regarding the blaze at 10.56 pm, following which
multiple fire tenders and firefighting robots were rushed to the spot. Police cordoned
off the area and additional fire tenders were kept on standby to prevent the fire from
spreading further. The fire was brought under control by early morning, a DFS offi-
cial said. Munna died in the fire while Rajesh was injured in the incident.

Cops yet to
make any

breakthrough
New Delhi: A day after

a headless body of a
woman with severed
palms was found in a drain
near the Sector 82 Cut in
Noida, the police on
Friday intensified their
search to identify the
deceased. They are also
resorting to forensic
examination and scanning
CCTV footages to get lead
in the case. Additional
Deputy Commissioner of
Police (ADCP) Sumit
Shukla said three teams
had been formed to identi-
ty the woman. They were
awaiting the post-mortem
report to determine the
exact cause of death.
Another official said it
seems the woman was
murdered around 24-30
hours ago and her body
was dumped in the drain.
The official said her palms
might have been severed
to hide her identification
mark such as tattoos.
However, the motive
behind beheading her
could only be established
after a thorough investiga-
tion. A passer-by contact-
ed the emergency helpline
after spotting the body in
an eight-foot-deep drain in
a remote location near a
high-rise residential build-
ing and Sector 108 park. 
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evidence of a broad-based rise. Such price pressures do The RBI kept the benchmark repo rate unchanged at 5.25 
not often warrant a monetary policy response, or an urgent percent, entering a phase of prolonged pause and joining a 
rate hike. In any case, RBI’s neutral stance allows it slew of global central banks favouring status quo. Retail 
flexibility in policy action if conditions change in either inflation rose to an 18-month high in June; yet, 
direction. Meanwhile, higher Q1 growth prompted the Wednesday’s policy tone sounded more dovish than 
central bank to revise the 2026-27 real GDP growth rate market expectations. Governor Sanjay Malhotra 
upwards by 10 bps to 6.7 percent, with Malhotra stressing maintained that the policy was balanced and appropriate 
that domestic emand remains resilient amid geopolitical for the evolving macroeconomic conditions. Analysts 
tensions.now expect the central bank to pause rate actions through 

2026 unless supply-side pressures translate into a While strong private consumption, robust investment 
sustained, broad-based inflationary spiral. That said, sentiment and stronger services activity support the 
Malhotra underlined anticipated risks from an uneven growth outlook, rural demand remains uneven. The RBI 
monsoon, volatile energy prices and geopolitical acknowledged this as an unclear near-term growth 
uncertainties. With several cross-currents in play, the RBI dampener besides mixed indications from consumption-
remains cautious with its neutral policy stance, guiding a intensive sectors and the monsoon. Yet, the upward 
wait-and-watch approach to future rate directions. For revision of the full-year forecast signals that, on balance, 
investors, the status quo signals a stable policy investment uptick, supply-side measures and government 
environment, near-term certainty and visibility on interest spending will likely offset the demand-side drags this 
rates.The headline inflation for 2026-27 has been revised fiscal. Moreover, the RBI must remain vigilant about trade government’s tolerance band. But the RBI is willing to 
10 basis points lower to 5 percent owing to a softer print in uncertainties, currency volatility and renewed supply-look through moderately higher prices to avoid choking 
the first quarter. However, prices are expected to peak in chain disruptions—all of which could affect growth and growth because, as Malhotra noted, the inflationary uptick 
Q3 and will likely ease thereafter. Overall, the year’s inflation.is supply-driven and limited to food and fuel, with little 
inflation projection remains within the upper half of the 

Concrete horizon: 
Navigating India's 

urban metamorphosis

Perils of promoting ancient remedies

Growth uptick shows hope in measures to offset demand drag

Since 1980, the global landscape has undergone a 
tectonic shift. For the first time in human history, 
the ‘urban’ is no longer the exception, but the rule; 
approximately 55 percent of the world’s population 
now inhabits urban spaces. In India, this transition 
is not merely a demographic statistic; it is a 
profound reorientation of a civilisation. In 1990, 
just 25 percent of Indians lived in cities. Today, that 
figure has climbed to a third, and by the end of this 
decade, 40 percent of the nation is expected to 
reside in urban clusters.  
This shift represents a fundamental departure from 
the Gandhian ideal that India “lives in her 
villages”. As the country moves from the paddy 
field to the pavement, the national consciousness is 
being rewritten. It is time to explore the policy-
driven nature of this shift, its impact on the social 
fabric, and the urgent need for a politics that 
addresses the unique pressures of the Indian city.
India’s urbanisation was not an accidental 
byproduct of growth but a directed effort, often 
prodded by global financial institutions. Following 
the 1991 liberalisation, the International Monetary 
Fund and the World Bank advocated that India see 
urban centres as “engines of growth”. This led to a 
series of landmark missions designed to upgrade 
the country's decaying infrastructure. The Mega 
City scheme of 1993 was an early attempt to 
channel funds into five major metros to handle the 
initial post-liberalisation surge. The Jawaharlal 
Nehru National Urban Renewal Mission in 2005 
marked the first comprehensive effort to link 
infrastructure funding with institutional reforms. 
Ten years later came the Modi government’s Atal 
Miss ion  fo r  Re juvena t ion  and  Urban  
Transformation and Smart Cities Mission, which 
shifted the focus toward technology-driven 
governance and ‘rejuvenation’, aiming to create 
sustainable, digitally-integrated urban hubs.  
These policies reflect a State that has pivoted away 
from the village-centric development of the mid-
20th century. However, the speed of this transition 
has often outpaced the capacity of our institutions, 
leading to cities that are hyper-modern in their 
aspirations but crumbling in their execution.The 
move to the city is more than a change of address; it 
is a psychological migration. In the village, identity 
is often fixed—inherited through caste, family and 
land. In the city, identity becomes fluid. For the 
Indian youth, the city is a space of anonymity, 
which, while often lonely, is also liberating. It 
offers a chance to shed the baggage of traditional 
hierarchies.The urban environment has also 
birthed a new Indian ‘aspirationalism’. Success is 
no longer measured by the harvest, but by 
consumption, connectivity and mobility. However, 
this has created a unique set of pressures. The urban 
youth face a paradox: they have more freedom than 
their ancestors, but they live in a state of 
precariousness—navigating a gig economy, rising 
rents and the compressed living of tenements and 
high-rises.The city has also altered social mores. 
Traditional family structures are giving way to 
nuclear setups or ‘chosen families’ among migrant 
workers. Yet, the city also reinforces divisions. We 
see the rise of gated communities—islands of 
privilege that physically wall themselves off from 
the surrounding slums, creating a fragmented 
social consciousness where the ‘other’ is always in 
sight but never in reach.One of the most sobering 
questions raised by urbanisation is the nature of 
conflict. Historically, communal violence in India 
has been predominantly an urban phenomenon. 
Why does the city, supposedly the bastion of 
modernity, become a theatre for ancient 
animosities? Urban spaces concentrate diversity, 
but they also concentrate competition. When 
resources (land, water, jobs) are scarce, identity 
becomes a tool for mobilisation. 

ZSeveral countries have taken smart steps to secure exams. India’s framework continues to suffer from three major structural weaknesses: excessive dependence 
on private vendors, mostly pen-and-paper tests and inadequate infrastructure. The Bill on safer exams is one step towards a fairer system. Many more are awaited

that they can be twisted or interpreted to fit any herbal extract appear more effective.SOME curious remarks were made about cow urine 
modern discovery or concept.This path is often (gaumutra) in Parliament last week. The context was The same has been the case with curcumin, an active 

adopted to claim that plastic surgery, stem cell the appointment of Veezhinathan Kamakoti, Director ingredient of turmeric, which has been touted as a 

treatment, in vitro fertilisation and satellite of the Indian Institute of Technology, Madras, as a miracle herb with therapeutic value for several 

communication existed in ancient India. WorldNews member of the task force on entrance test reforms. diseases, including cancer. In recent years, it has 

SectionThe same validation approach is being During the debate on the subject, an indirect emerged that claims are based on dubious research, 

applied to cow urine. Finding certain trace minerals reference was made to Kamakoti’s support for the use although published in international journals. Over 30 

and bioactive peptides in cow urine or excreta is not a of cow urine. In defence, some ruling party members research papers on curcumin, written by an American 

convincing proof of their medicinal properties cited patents granted for certain properties of cow researcher, Bharat Aggarwal, have been retracted by 

because they can be found in excreta or urine of urine to prove that the claims were indeed scientific. international journals so far for falsified data, 

humans as well as other mammals like bulls, yaks or In January last year, Kamakoti, at a public meeting, duplicated images and manipulated figures.
In the 1990s, RB Singh, a researcher based in even deer.At most, such research can fall in the realm claimed that cow urine had “anti-fungal, anti-

Moradabad, collaborated with those from Israel bacterial and anti-inflammatory” 
and Slovakia to test the benefits of the Indo-properties that had been “scientifically 
Mediterranean diet on the progression of heart demonstrated”.

A group of academics has extended support disease and published the findings in The Lancet 

to Kamakoti, saying that the dismissal of and the British Medical Journal. A few years later, 

his views on cow urine amounts to independent scientists raised red flags about the 

undermining scientific temper enshrined authenticity of the clinical trial data. When asked 

in the Constitution, and that he is entitled to make available raw data, Singh claimed that 

to “present a hypothesis and discuss termites had devoured the files.Another problem 

traditional knowledge”. The Director of with the validation approach is that it bypasses 

the Indian Institute of Management, safety issues. The argument that toxicity tests for 

C a l c u t t a ,  t o o ,  h a s  d e f e n d e d  natural remedies, which find mention in ancient 

Kamakoti.Research into cow urine and texts, are not required is flawed. Plants and herbs 

cow dung is not new. Some claims were may contain heavy metals and other 

made and papers were published even in contaminants present in soil, which may cause 

the 1970s and 1980s, but they remained on injury to the liver or kidneys.
Bioavailability of active ingredients in a plant also the fringe. What’s new is official support 

varies, depending on the conditions under which for such research as part of a systematic 
it is grown. In the case of cow urine, a study by the state-driven effort to prove mythical-
Indian Veterinary Research Institute has religious beliefs as being scientifically 

of pseudoscience because there is a bit of scientific 
concluded that it is unfit for human consumption as it validated.

jargon used to describe urine chemistry, but claims of 
As a result, there is a surge of articles and reviews about contains harmful bacteria. WorldNews Section

medicinal benefits are not scientific because all that 
China has taken a science-based approach to traditional cow urine and cow dung in professional journals, and 

has been done is in a Petri dish and using some 
medicine, instead of religious or ideology-based patents are being filed on certain claims. While 

distillates of cow urine and not whole urine.
validation. The discovery of artemisinin, an anti-professional bodies of scientists have kept mum, 

When research starts with a preconceived notion, it 
malarial drug which won the 2015 Nobel Prize in such claims are getting support from high-profile 

tends to ignore or suppress negative results. The 
medicine for Chinese scientist Tu Youyou, is a good academics like Directors of IITs and IIMs — who are 

government recently claimed that a new study had 
example. Instead of accepting ideas mentioned in not necessarily experts in biochemistry, 

validated papaya leaf extract “as a low-cost solution 
ancient texts as uncritical truths, the project used them pharmacology or drug discovery.Seeking scientific 

for chemotherapy-related low platelet counts.” The 
as clues and screened over 400 plants. Rigorous validation of ancient ideas and beliefs is not true 

results were published in an oncology journal. 
experiments were conducted over almost half a science for several reasons. This approach to research 

However, the journal has been forced to review the 
century before the molecule was isolated and starts with a preconceived notion and a sort of 

results following red flags raised by independent 
developed as a drug. The discovery was not claimed as confirmation bias, while lacking falsifiability. 

experts, who found that the researchers omitted the 
a validation of ancient texts, but as proof of a time-Ancient texts and traditional knowledge mention the 

cases of patients who did not recover to make the 
tested scientific method.human body, diseases and cures in such broad terms 

Science funding agencies should stop sponsoring studies by dubious institutions & researchers

role in advocating reduction in exam-related stress among political will to enact a dedicated and stringent central law in India, and the problem has continued under the BJP The recent student protests in the country can be viewed 
students through mass level awareness.To promote to curb this organised exam mafia.For almost an entire government as well. My point is that every paper leak or from several perspectives. One may see them as an 
intellectual and creative development, the National decade, an issue involving the future of lakhs of young cancelled exam amounts to playing with the future of the attempt to politicise the issues, as an effort by certain 
Education Policy 2020 was implemented, while Atal people continued to be dealt with under the ordinary country’s youth.At the global level, I have observed that elements—who had tried in the past, and were rightfully 
Tinkering Labs established in schools encouraged provisions of the Indian Penal Code, such as those relating countries with large populations have adopted extremely named ‘Aandolanjeevi’ by the Prime Minister—to raise 
robotics, coding and innovation, thereby strengthening to cheating and forgery, allowing exam rackets to stringent and technologically advanced models to secure anti-national slogans, as an occasion where vulgar 
critical thinking among young minds. their national exams, compared to which language was used against the PM, or an attempt to create 
Similarly, platforms such as MY Bharat India still lags behind.In China, papers for havoc through violence. At the same time, it is equally 
and Skill India have provided young people the Gaokao, taken by nearly 1.3 crore true that many of the students participating in these 
with digital and practical opportunities to students, are transported under military protests were genuinely demanding that the government 
build skills and actively contribute to supervision, while serious exam fraud can create a system capable of permanently eliminating the 
nation-building.ooking towards the future, attract imprisonment of up to seven years. problem of examination paper leaks.

However, I view these protests from a different the present government considers the youth In South Korea, professors involved in 
perspective. For me, they reflect the energy of India’s no t  mere ly  a s  bene f i c i a r i e s  o f  preparing questions remain in complete 
GenZ. If this energy can be channelled in the right development, but as the principal drivers of isolation at undisclosed locations for about 
direction, it has the potential to transform the country. As the Viksit Bharat @2047 vision—the 40 days until the exams conclude. 
the PM has consistently said, India’s development will be Amrit Peedhi. The government’s long-term Meanwhile, the US has largely replaced the 
possible only when its youth become the driving force roadmap aims to equip young people with traditional pen-and-paper system with 
behind progress.Since 2014, the Modi government has skills in emerging sectors such as artificial encrypted digital adaptive testing, where 
focused primarily on empowering India’s young intelligence, semiconductors and green AI algorithms ensure that every student 
population physically, mentally and intellectually. To technologies, with the objective of receives a different set of questions.In 
promote physical development and fitness among the transforming India into a global skill contrast, India’s exam framework 
youth, national initiatives such as the Fit India Movement hub.At the same time, it seeks to promote continues to suffer from three major 

repeatedly escape accountability.In the past, despite and Khelo India were launched. These programmes have startups and entrepreneurship so that young Indians structural weaknesses: excessive dependence on private 
repeated scandals, the government’s response remained encouraged a sporting culture at the grassroots level while become job creators rather than job seekers, while also vendors, an outdated pen-and-paper exam system (in 
largely confined to cancelling exams and carrying out preparing young athletes for the global stage. Alongside building a generation that is healthy, drug-free and most cases), and inadequate infrastructure. In exams such 
routine administrative formalities. Even the this, the promotion of regular yoga and the Nasha Mukt mentally resilient.However, there is also an urgent need to as NEET, the reliance on private contractors for printing 
establishment of transparent institutions such as the Bharat Abhiyan has encouraged young people to adopt build a robust and reliable exam system in the country. If question papers and courier services creates significant 
National Testing Agency or the creation of a strong legal healthier lifestyles by steering them away from substance one looks at the data, between 2004 and 2026, more than security vulnerabilities. Furthermore, transporting 
framework remained on paper for years. This clearly abuse.On the other hand, initiatives such as Tele-MANAS 70 incidents of question paper leaks have been reported physical question papers to thousands of exam centres and 
indicates that during that period, the integrity of and the education ministry’s Manodarpan helpline were across over 15 major national exams as well as several using private institutions as exam centres provide 
competitive exams and the future of India’s youth did not launched to strengthen the mental health, emotional well- state-level exams. Despite major national exam paper organised mafias ample opportunities to compromise the 
receive the policy priority they deserved.being and intellectual capabilities of young people. The leaks such as CBSE AIPMT in 2004, CAT in 2006 and process.
Paper leaks and cancelled exams are not new phenomena PM’s annual Pariksha Pe Charcha has played a significant AIEEE in 2011, the government failed to demonstrate the 

Valid Gen Z demand: Robust exams

While strong private consumption, robust investment sentiment and stronger services activity support the growth outlook, rural demand remains uneven



7

The Sikh Times
Maligaon, 9th August:

Northeast Frontier Railway
(NFR) will observe the ‘Har
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign from
9th August to 17th August, 2026,
in line with the initiative of the
Government of India to encour-
age citizens to hoist the National
Flag at their homes and foster a
personal and emotional connec-
tion with the Tiranga. The ‘Har
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign was
launched by the Government of
India in 2022 under the aegis of
‘Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav’, with
the objective of inspiring citi-
zens to participate in the cele-
bration of the spirit of patriotism
and national unity by proudly
displaying the National Flag at
their homes. Every year, NFR
observes the 'Har Ghar Tiranga'
campaign with great enthusi-
asm, promoting the spirit of
patriotism and encouraging
active public participation.

Continuing this tradition, NFR
will once again observe the cam-

paign this year, across its juris-
diction. Railway officials and
employees will be encouraged
to actively participate in the
campaign and inspire their fami-
lies as well as members of the
public to proudly hoist the
National Flag at their homes
during the campaign period.
Flag hoisting ceremonies will be

organised at railway offices and
establishments, while promi-

nent railway stations and other
important railway premises will
be illuminated in the colours of
the Tiranga as a mark of nation-
al pride. As part of the cam-
paign, NFR will undertake a
series of awareness and out-
reach activities at railway sta-
tions, offices and other estab-
lishments to spread the mes-

sage of 'Har Ghar Tiranga'.
Instrumental renditions of the
National Song "Vande Mataram"
will be played through the
Public Address System at major
railway stations, and suitable
patriotic programmes will be
organised to foster the spirit of
unity and nationalism. Officers,
employees and members of the
public will also be encouraged
to upload their "Selfie with
Tiranga" as a symbol of their
participation in the nationwide
campaign. These initiatives aim
to strengthen the spirit of patri-
otism, national pride and unity
while encouraging everyone to
celebrate the Tiranga with
respect, dignity and pride. The
campaign aims to strengthen
the spirit of patriotism, national
pride and unity among citizens
and encourage everyone to cele-
brate the Tiranga with respect
and pride.

Tiranga’ Campaign from 9th to
17th August, 2026
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