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Gurgaon.(Agency)

--------------------------------

 Nearly six years after receiving 
approval,  the 2-MLD sewage 
treatment plant (STP) at Bajghera is 
nearing completion, with around 
85% of the work completed. Officials 
e x p e c t  t h e  p r o j e c t  t o  b e  
commissioned by Sept, providing 
much-needed sewage treatment 
capacity for villages and nearby 
residential societies along Dwarka 
Expressway.Built for Rs 7 crore, the 
project, which received GMDA's 
approval in March 2020, was due for 
completion in Sept 2021. However, 
repeated resistance from residents 
over land acquisition delayed the 
project by nearly two years, and 
construction could begin only in 
2023.Officials said civil works have 

now entered the final phase, with 
about 85% of the project completed. 
The remaining work involves  
installation of electromechanical 
e q u i p m e n t ,  t e s t i n g  a n d  
commissioning before the plant is 
made operat ional .The project  
includes the construction of a 2-MLD 
STP, a main pumping station and a 
recycled water pipeline. While MCG 

has already laid the trunk sewer 
connecting the area to the plant, 
work on the internal sewerage 
network is currently underway, the 
official said.“We have expedited the 
construction of the STP and the 
remaining work is expected to be 
completed within the next two 
months. Once operational, it will 
strengthen the sewerage system in 
Bajghera and surrounding areas, 

help address sewer overflow issues, 
and ensure that untreated sewage does 
not flow into the Najafgarh drain,” an 
official said.The STP is expected to 
improve wastewater management in 
an area that has witnessed rapid 
residential growth over the past few 
years and ensure treatment of sewage 
generated from villages and housing 
societies before its safe disposal.

Woman held for slitting painter’s 
throat over marriage refusal

6 years gone, Bajghera STP may be ready in Sept

Gang gatecrashes house party in 
Gurgaon with forged Delhi Police Ids

Ghaziabad.(Agency)

---------------------------------------------

A sessions court has denied bail to 
an octogenarian accused of hacking 
his 72-year-old wife to death over 
suspicions about her character. 
While the defence argued that he 
had been falsely implicated, the 
court noted that the police diary 
recorded the man himself walking 
into the police station after 
allegedly killing his wife.

An FIR had been registered at the 
Muradnagar police station on May 
16. Eighty-year-old Harpal Singhʼs 
daughter Kanchan had told the 
police that she and her husband 
were in Meerut for two days to visit 
her sister Jyoti. Her parents had 
been staying at her home for the 
past six months. On May 16, she was 
informed by a neighbour that at 4.30 
am, her mother Urmila (72) was 
stabbed to death by her father, with 
a sharp-edged weapon.

Upon returning from Meerut with 
her husband, sister Jyoti and 
brother-in-law Prem, she found her 
mother dead at the Muradnagar 
Govt Hospital. She also stated that 
there was a rift between her parents 
as her father was always suspicious 
of her motherʼs character and used 
to argueCounsel representing 
Harpal contended that the accused 
was innocent and was falsely 
implicated. 

“The deceased and the accused 
were ill and unable to function. 
While the deceased was around 80 
years old, the accused is 85 years 
old, both of whom were unable to 
walk or see,” he said, bringing on 
record affidavits submitted by eight 
to 10 villagers stating that the two 
lived amicably and never fought.

DEHLI/NCR

Roads under water; trees & poles 
uprooted: Cities on knees again

Noida/Ghaziabad. The showers that started Friday 
and continued on Sunday has led to heavy 
waterlogging in Noida and Ghaziabad.

A park for children in Noida Sector 51 has turned into 
a shallow pool, while parks and green belts in 
sectors 119, 12, 30, 120, etc., also remained out of 
bounds due to flooding.Low-lying areas, like 
Botanical Garden Metro station in Noida and Jagat 
Farm Market in Greater Noida, are under at least 
two feet of water. Meanwhile, residents reported 
flooded roads and basements in Noida sectors 22, 
30, 36, 51, 62, 71, 104, 105, 72, 117, 122, 99, 
etc.The picture is similar in Ghaziabad, with Abhay 
Khand, Loni, and Muradnagar facing waterlogging.

Late on Sunday, following reports of 12 people stuck 
in Tronica City due to heavy waterlogging, a team 
of Ghaziabad NDRF carried out a rescue operation. 
Considering a warning of heavy rain ahead, NDRF 
teams are on high alert for emergency response in 
Noida and Ghaziabad.Residents blamed the 
authorities for not taking adequate measures to 
check flooding.“The Noida Authority failed to 
prepare for the monsoon in advance. All its claims 
have fallen flat. In Sector 51, people are wading 
through one-and-a-half feet to two feet of water. 
The Sunday showers also left houses and basements 
flooded.

News box

Gurgaon.(Agency)

-------------------------------------------------

  A 36-year-old painter was murdered 

allegedly by a woman after he refused 

to marry her. The accused slit his throat 

with a knife, locked the room from 

outside and fled the scene in Anangpur 

village.The victim, identified as 

Sadakat, a resident of Rampur Shahpur 

in Uttar Pradeshʼs Aligarh district, was 

found dead on July 30 in a rented room 

in Domka Mohalla,  under the 

Surajkund police station area. The 

accused has been identified as Anita, 

who is also in her 30s.Acting on a 

complaint by his brother, Najakat Ali, 

Surajkund police registered a murder 

case under Section 103(1) and handed 

the investigation to Crime Branch DLF. 

The accused — a native of Rewa district 

in Madhya Pradesh, living as a tenant in 

Anangpur — was arrested on Friday, 

Faridabad police spokesperson 

Y a s h p a l  Y a d a v  s a i d . D u r i n g  

interrogation, the woman told police 

that she and Sadakat worked together 

at Omaxe Society — he as a painter, she 

as a domestic worker. Both were 

married, though she was abandoned by 

her husband, and the two grew close 

over time. She wanted to marry him 

and repeatedly pressed him on it, but 

he kept avoiding the proposal, police 

said.According to the investigation, 

she called Sadakat to her rented room 

on July 25 and served him alcohol. After 

he fell asleep in an intoxicated state late 

that night, she slit his throat and fled. 

The crime came to light five days later, 

on Thursday, after neighbours noticed 

a foul smell emanating from the room.

The accused was produced before a 

local court on Friday and remanded to 

two days of police custody. Police said 

the remand period will be used to 

recover the murder weapon.

Gurgaon.(Agency)

-------------------------------------------------

A house party turned into a crime 

thriller after a seven-member gang, 

including a woman, allegedly barged 

into a flat posing as a Delhi Police 

special team, flashed forged identity 

cards, held a group of friends hostage 

and demanded Rs 25 lakh to spare 

them from being framed in criminal 

cases.Their plan, however, collapsed 

when one of the victims secretly 

shared his live location, allowing 

friends to track the gang down, 

overpower four of its members and 

hand them over to the real cops.

The incident unfolded around 

midnight on July 29 at Ansal Heights in 

Sector 86. By the time a Kherki Daula 

police team reached the society after 

receiving a PCR call about commotion 

in the flat, the fake cops had already 

been exposed and four of them were in 

the custody of partygoers.

Police said the gang had allegedly 

targeted the flat after receiving 

information that the host, Nitin — a 

resident of Kalkaji in Delhi — belonged 

to a well-off family and regularly 

organised gatherings with friends.

According to the complaint, the 

woman first rang the doorbell. The 

moment the door opened, six men 

entered behind her, identified 

themselves as members of a ʻDelhi 

Police special teamʼ and claimed they 

had come to conduct a raid. Carrying 

fake identity cards, they allegedly 

confined everyone inside the flat, 

assaulted some of the occupants and 

threatened to implicate them in 

criminal cases unless Rs 25 lakh was 

paid.To ensure the money was 

arranged quickly,  the alleged 

mastermind, Rishi of Rohtak, took one 

of the partygoers, Sagar, in a Suzuki 

Fronx to collect the cash. Two 

associates followed in a Rajasthan-

registered Swift Dzire, while the 

remaining four accused stayed back in 

the flat, allegedly holding the others 

hostage and threatening to kill them if 

the demand was not met.The plan 

began to fall apart when Sagar sensed 

something was amiss. Without 

alerting the gang, he shared his live 

location with his friend Jagrit. Jagrit 

and his associates traced the vehicle, 

confronted the accused and triggered 

a scuffle. Amid the chaos, Rishi 

escaped in the Swift Dzire, but the four 

accomplices who had remained at the 

flat were overpowered and handed 

over to police.Those arrested were 

Satvinder (46), Tinu (42), Naveen (40) 

and Sneha alias Sana (21), all from 

Rohtak. 

Three forged Delhi Police ID cards 

were recovered from them. During 

questioning, the accused allegedly 

told police that Rishi had procured the 

fake IDs and recruited them after 

claiming the party organiser came 

from a wealthy family.

A case was registered under sections 

191(2), 190, 115(2), 308, 204, 319(2), 

127(2) and 351(3) of BNS. Sneha was 

remanded in judicial custody, while 

the three male accused were sent to 

four daysʼ police custody.

No bail for octogenarian who 
hacked his wife to death and 
then walked over to police 

station in Noida

Challan information on public screen in 
new name and shame tactic in Gurgaon

Builder sells same plot twice, 
cheats man of  10 lakh; 
arrested

Noida.(Agency)
A 32-year-old man has been arrested for allegedly 
snatching a gold chain from a woman during her morning 
walk in the Sector 113 area. The accused, Vijay Pratap 
alias Raja Thakur, a resident of Auraiya, has 18 FIRs 
lodged against him across police stations in Auraiya and 
Noida, including under the Gangster Act.
The incident took place on June 22 at around 6.10am. VS 
Yadav, a resident of Skytech Matrott in Sector 76, was out 
walking with his wife near the T-point culvert in front of 
Mahagun Modern when two men on a motorcycle came 
from behind and snatched her gold chain, weighing 10 
grams. The couple raised an alarm and gave chase but 
could not apprehend the assailants. Yadav told police that 
the pillion rider was wearing a white shirt and a white 
gamcha.
An FIR was registered against two unknown persons 
under Section 304(2) of the BNS and multiple teams were 
formed to track them down. Using CCTV footage from 
nearby areas, police identified one of the suspects. Vijay 
Pratap was arrested on Sunday from the FNG service road 
in Sorkha village in Sector 113.

Gold rush meets silver lining in Gurgaon: Dhanteras sales see 30% rise

Cracker sparks burn down 3 shops, 6 bikes

Noida.(Agency)
 Days after several people died from water 

contamination in Indore, Noida and 
Greater Noida authorities have ordered 
technical audits of their drinking water 
systems — covering pipelines, 
reservoirs and water ATMs — and asked 
officials to collect samples across 
sectors to rule out any risk of 
contamination.In Noida, the decision 
was taken at a high-level meeting 
chaired on Friday by Authority CEO 
Lokesh M, who reviewed public health 
issues, civic infrastructure, water supply 
and sanitation, and issued strict 
directions to officials.A committee of 

senior water department officials was 
formed to carry out the audit."We have 
ordered a thorough technical audit of the 
water supply system, including 
pipelines, reservoirs and water ATMs, to 
ensure that residents receive safe and 
clean drinking water," Lokesh M said. 
He added that water samples would be 
collected from different sectors and a 
detailed report submitted "at the 
earliest" to ensure there is no 
contamination threat in the city.The 
CEO also reviewed the status of the 80-
cusec Ganga water project and asked 
officials to complete all pending work 
by this month.

Gurgaon.(Agency)

-----------------------------------------------------

The next time you stop at the traffic 
signal at Sohna Chowk, donʼt be 
surprised if a digital screen tells you 
more than when the lights will 
change. It may also reveal how many 
traffic challans your vehicle has 
pending and how much you owe.In 
Haryanaʼs first such initiative, traffic 
cops in the city have installed an AI-
powered smart traffic warning screen 
at the key junction that scans every 
passing vehicle in real time and 
instantly displays its registration 
number, the number of unpaid 
challans and the total amount due. 
The system, currently on trial, is 
designed to turn technology into a 
gentle but public nudge for habitual 
violators to clear their dues before 
enforcement catches up with them.

Installed a few metres from the police 
commissionerʼs office, the digital 
screen uses artificial intelligence to 
read vehicle registration numbers and 
fetch data from the traffic database 
within seconds. It can also identify 

vehicles running with expired 
pollution certificates, prompting 
owners to renew them before inviting 
further penalties.

“The initiative is still in the testing 
phase. We will review its performance 
and take further steps accordingly,” 
DCP (traffic) Prateek Gaholot said.

For traffic police, the screen 
addresses one of the most common 
excuses heard during enforcement 
drives — motorists claiming they were 
unaware of pending challans. Now, as 
a vehicle approaches the junction or 
waits at the signal, its unpaid 
violations can appear on the display 
almost instantly and stay on the screen 
for a few seconds, making it much 
harder  to  ignore outstanding 
penalties.Officials, however, said the 
project is not merely about recovering 
fines. They insisted it is a behavioural 
intervention aimed at improving 
compliance with traffic rules.“Our 
objective goes far beyond collecting 
challans. The ultimate aim is to save 
lives and reduce road fatalities. 
Technology-driven measures like this 

encourage people to follow traffic 
rules, maintain valid documents and 
become more responsible on the road. 
Better compliance ultimately means 
safer roads,” a traffic police officer 
said.

The initiative complements an 
intensified enforcement campaign 
launched over recent months against 
habitual offenders. During special 
drives, police have impounded several 
two-wheelers and four-wheelers 
carrying unpaid challans worth lakhs 
of rupees. In some cases, the 
outstanding amount exceeded Rs 5 
lakh, exposing repeated violations 
over long periods.Police believe the 
warning screen could improve 
voluntary compliance by reminding 
motorists about pending dues before 
stricter enforcement becomes 
necessary. At the same time, it is 
expected to encourage vehicle owners 
to keep mandatory documents, 
including PUC certificates, updated.If 
the pilot proves successful, traffic 
cops plan to install similar AI-powered 
warning screens at other major 

intersections, such as Rajiv Chowk, 
Hero Honda Chowk, IFFCO Chowk, 
MG Road, Golf Course.

Spat over land turns violent in Nuh village, mob pelts stones, FIR against 26 after many injured

Gurgaon.(Agency)
------------------------------------------------------------------

 The National Highways Authority of India (NHAI) 

has introduced its Multi-Lane Free Flow (MLFF) 

tolling system at the Shahjahanpur Toll Plaza on the 

Delhi-Jaipur section of NH-48 in Rajasthan, 

completing barrier-free travel across the entire 

Manesar-to-Jaipur corridor.The Shahjahanpur 

rollout follows the earlier implementation of MLFF 

at the Daulatpura and Manoharpura toll plazas on 

the same highway.With all three plazas now 

equipped with the system, motorists can travel the 

full stretch without stopping at toll barriers.

The MLFF system enbles barrier-less toll collection 

with minimal human intervention, allowing 

vehicles to pass through toll plazas without halting.

According to NHAI, the move is expected to reduce 

congestion, improve traffic flow and make travel on 

the busy Delhi-Jaipur highway faster and more 

seamless.

No more stopping at tolls: 
NHAI completes barrier-free 
Delhi-Jaipur NH-48 stretch

Gurgaon.(Agency)

----------------------------------------------------------------------

A real estate developer has been booked for selling 

the same plot of land to two different individuals, 

police said. The fraud came to light after a Delhi 

resident alleged he bought the land from the 

builder for more than Rs 10 lakh but it was never 

handed over. He later came to know the same plot 

was sold to another buyer at a higher price.

The accused, Rajan Singh, is a resident of Sector 69 

and the authorised signatory of Lotus Dream 

Projects and Developers (OPC).

According to the complaint filed by Vijay Pandit, a 

resident of Vasant Kunj in south Delhi, he had 

purchased a 60 sq yard plot in the Winsome Homes 

project located in Bandhwari village. He alleged 

that he paid more than Rs 10 lakh to the company 

and executed a buyerʼs agreement. The 

complainant stated that no payment was pending 

from his side.Despite this, the company failed to 

hand over the plot to him. Pandit said whenever he 

asked for the possession, company officials abused 

and threatened him.The complainant also alleged 

that he later discovered that the plot he had bought 

had been sold to another buyer at a higher price. 

He told police that he had invested his lifetime 

savings and had also borrowed money to buy the 

land. Not getting possession of the land had caused 

him financial loss, he said.He requested that either 

possession of the plot be handed over to him or the 

amount paid by him be refunded.On the basis of 

his complaint, an FIR was registered at Sector 56 

police station on Thursday under Sections 406 

(criminal breach of trust), 420 (cheating) and 120-B 

(criminal conspiracy) of the IPC against Singh. The 

investigation has been handed over to Economic 

Offences Wing (EOW) Cell-1.

Noida.(Agency)
------------------------------------------------------------------------

 The principal bench of National Green Tribunal has 

sought a fresh report from the district magistrate on 

the number of ponds and other water bodies in the 

district and mention which civic body — Noida 

Authority, Greater Noida Industrial Development 

Authority or Yamuna Expressway Industrial 

Development Authority — is responsible for their 

maintenance.The direction was passed last month 

when NGT was hearing an application by 

environmentalist Abhisht Kusum Gupta, in which 

he claimed that several water bodies have been 

encroached upon by residents in connivance with 

local authorities and are being used for commercial 

purposes.

Encroachment of village ponds across the district 

has been a long-pending issue. Last year, Supreme 

Court as well as NGT had directed the district 

administration and the industrial authorities to 

remove the encroachments but which authority has 

jurisdiction over the ponds remained unclear. In 

July last year, NGT had also asked the district 

magistrate to furnish details related to the area of all 

the ponds and the extent of encroachment on them.

Now, district magistrate Medha Roopam has filed an 

affidavit, stating that according to a notification 

issued under Uttar Pradesh Revenue Code 

(Amendment) Ordinance, 2020, “protection of water 

bodies situated within notified industrial areas 

stands vested with the concerned development 

authori t ies” .  Therefore,  the  removal  of  

encroachments and restoration of ponds are solely 

the responsibility of these bodies, the affidavit 

mentioned.

Who’ll protect ponds? NGT 
seeks answers
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Varanasi: A nursery
teacher at a private school
in Varanasi allegedly
branded a five-year-old boy
on his private parts with a
heated knife after he uri-
nated in his pants when he
was denied permission to
use the restroom, police
said on Monday. An FIR
was registered against the
teacher, the principal and

the management of the
school after the child's
father, Kesari Jaiswal, a
lawyer, filed a complaint at
the Lalpur-Pandeypur
police station. Jaiswal
alleged that his son, a nurs-
ery student at Sareen Soni
Play School in Pandeypur,
returned home on July 24
complaining of pain in his
private parts. The father

alleged that the teacher,
Preeti Kushwaha, had
inflicted the injury after he
urinated in his trousers
when he was allegedly
denied  the complaint, the
teacher allegedly took the
child to another room,
heated a used it to burn his
private parts. Jaiswal said
he approached the school
principal and management
with his wife and son on
July 25 to lodge a com-
plaint, but he alleged that
no action was taken, follow-
ing which he approached
the police. Police said an
FIR has been registered
against Kushwaha, the
school management and
the principal under rele-
vant provisions of the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita,
including Sections 115(2)
(Voluntarily causing hurt),
118(1)  (Voluntarily caus-
ing hurt or grievous hurt
by dangerous weapons or

means) and 351(2) (crimi-
nal intimidation).

THE SIKH TIMES3 DELHINew Delhi, Monday, 3 August 2026

The Sikh Times
Delhi: The Delhi High

Court on Monday refused
to halt a proposed
Comptroller and Auditor
General (CAG) audit of
the Capital’s private power
distribution firms, keeping
alive a scrutiny process
that could shape the
debate around the Rs
38,552 crore regulatory
asset burden hanging over
electricity consumers. The
ruling comes barely two
months after The Tribune
first reported that the
Appellate Tribunal for
Electricity (APTEL) had
directed the Delhi
Electricity Regulatory
Commission (DERC) to
begin the process of liqui-
dating Rs 38,552 crore in
accumulated regulatory
assets, a move that raised
concerns over the possibil-
ity of future tariff-linked
recovery from consumers.
In its judgment, the high
court dismissed a petition
filed by the BSES Rajdhani
Power Limited and BSES
Yamuna Power Limited
challenging a June 6
notice proposing a CAG
audit. Justice Tejas Karia
held that the challenge
was premature because
the notice was only a
show-cause communica-
tion and no final decision
had yet been taken on
whether the audit would
be entrusted to the nation-

al auditor. The court, how-
ever, went beyond the
question of maintainability
and rejected the discoms’

argument that the
Supreme Court’s 2025
judgment on regulatory
assets envisaged scrutiny
only of the regulator and
not of the distribution
companies themselves.
The judgment held that
the scope of the audit was
broad enough to include
examination of the
records, conduct,
accounts and financial
position of the discoms to
understand how regulato-
ry assets accumulated
over a prolonged period.
The finding assumes sig-
nificance because regula-
tory assets represent

costs approved by regula-
tors but not recovered
immediately through tar-
if fs. The issue has

acquired renewed impor-
tance after APTEL direct-
ed the commencement of
the recovery process for
the accumulated dues.
The court also distin-
guished the 2015 URJA
judgment, which had
quashed an earlier attempt
to subject the companies
to a CAG audit and had
long been cited as a legal
obstacle to such scrutiny.
According to Delhi High
Court, the present dispute
arises from the Supreme
Court’s regulatory asset
judgment, involves a dif-
ferent legal process, pro-
vides the companies an

opportunity to be heard
and concerns a matter of
public interest because
electricity tariffs directly

affect consumers. The rul-
ing effectively reopens the
possibility of a CAG-led
examination of the circum-
stances that led to the
build-up of regulatory
assets in Delhi’s power
sector, even as separate
proceedings concerning
liquidation of those assets
continue before APTEL.
Delhi Power Minister
Ashish Sood welcomed
the verdict and claimed it
had cleared the way for a
CAG audit. “The petition
filed by power distribution
companies opposing the
CAG audit has been dis-
missed by the Delhi High

Court today. The very fact
that the power companies
approached the high court
to oppose the CAG audit
has exposed the nexus
between the previous Aam
Aadmi Party government,
Arvind Kejriwal and the
power companies before
the people of Delhi,” Sood
said. He alleged that previ-
ous governments had
relied on the 2015 judg-
ment to avoid scrutiny of
the power distribution
firms. However, the high
court itself did not make
any finding regarding the
allegations of collusion
raised by the Delhi
Government. The judg-
ment remained confined
to the legality of the pro-
posed audit process and
the maintainability of the
petition. Importantly, the
court stopped short of
ordering the audit itself. It
said the competent author-
ity must still hear the
power companies and
independently decide
whether the audit should
ultimately be entrusted to
the CAG after considering all
submissions on merit. For
Delhi’s consumers,
Monday’s verdict does not
immediately affect electricity
tariffs. Yet, it places the spot-
light back on a question that
has gained urgency after the
regulatory asset recovery
order: how and why liabili-
ties running into Rs 38,552

crore accumulated in the
first place. As the recovery
process moves ahead and
scrutiny of the sector deep-
ens, both the audit question
and the future of tariff-linked
recovery are set to remain at
the centre of Delhi’s power
politics.

Delhi HC okays path for CAG audit
of discoms, terms challenge premature

New Delhi. Prominent
social worker, Gaumata
Sevak and Corona warrior
Charanjeev Malhotra said
that Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, in a video

message shared on social
media recently, while
referring to the incident at
Jantar Mantar, said that he
wants to forgive the youth
who used derogatory lan-
guage for him and his late
parents during the
protest. The Prime
Minister said that instead
of punishing such youth, it
is more important to show

them the right direction.
In the video, the Prime
Minister said that in a
democracy everyone has
the right to disagree and
criticize, but abusive lan-

guage and personal com-
ments are not in keeping
with any civilized society.
He appealed to the youth
to use restraint, decency
and respectful language in
social media and public
life. The Prime Minister
also said that young peo-
ple often make mistakes
due to emotions or influ-
ence. He believes that in

such situations, instead of
punishing them, it would
be more effective to
explain and provide prop-
er guidance. He said that
the energy of the coun-
try's youth should be
channeled into nation-
building, innovation, and
positive work. The video is
rapidly going viral on
social media and is elicit-
ing mixed reactions. Some
people described the
Prime Minister's message
as positive and tolerant,
while others have
expressed different politi-
cal opinions on the issue.

Prime Minister's emotional message on
Jantar Mantar incident, appealing to youth to

use restraint and respectful language

BMW crash in Delhi: Court denies
bail to Gaganpreet Kaur, directs

preservation of CCTV footage 
New Delhi: A Patiala House Court on Wednesday

denied bail to Gaganpreet Kaur, who was arrested in
connection with the fatal BMW crash that took place in
Delhi on September 14. The court has also issued a
notice on an application filed by Kaur’s counsel seeking
the preservation of CCTV footage from the accident
site. The matter is scheduled for hearing on Thursday.
Kaur, 38, a resident of Gurugram, was sent to two-day
judicial custody following her arrest on Monday. The
accident resulted in the death of Navjot Singh, a Deputy
Secretary in the Department of Economic Affairs. Singh
was riding a motorcycle with his wife when it was
allegedly hit by Kaur’s BMW near Delhi’s Dhaula Kuan
area. While Singh died on the spot, his wife sustained
serious injuries.  According to Delhi Police, medical
reports confirmed that Kaur was not under the influence
of alcohol at the time of the crash.  Her blood test came
back negative for alcohol.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto Known as Antesh S/O
Shivbadan R/O B-80, Ganesh
Nagar, P.O. Tilak Nagar, New Delhi
-110018 Have Changed My Name
and Shall Hereafter Be Known as
Antesh  Rao.

Public Notice 
It is for general information that I,
CHAUHAN ISHIKA SATYA-
NARAYAN D/o  SATYANARAYAN
HIRALAL CHAUHAN R/o. C-183,
NIHAL VIHAR, CHANDAN VIHAR,
NANGLOI, WEST DELHI, Delhi-
110041 declare that name of mine
has been wrongly written as ISHI-
KA SATYANARAYAN Chauhan in
my 12th class educational
Documents. The actual name of
mine is CHAUHAN ISHIKA SATYA-
NARAYAN, which may be amend-
ed accordingly. It is certified that I
have complied with other legal
requirements in this connection

Public Notice 
I hitherto known as KAMAAL alias
ABDUL KALAM S/o GARIBULLA
KHAN R/o 158, 2ND FLOOR,
GALI GADRIYAAN BASTI,
HAZRAT NIZAMUDDIN, DARGAH
SHARIF, SOUTH Delhi, Delhi-
110013 have changed my name
and shall hereafter be known as
ABDUL KALAM. It is certified that I
have complied with other legal
requirements in this connection.

NAME CHANGE
I, Diksha, D/O Parmod Kumar, R/O
B-3844, Street No- 103, Sant Nagar,
Burari, Delhi- 110084 have changed
my name to Diksha Kumari for all
future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, Kuldeep Singh Sawhney S/o
Manjeet Singh Sawhney R/o
5047,Second Floor,Chaman
Ganj,Subzi Mandi,Roshan Ara
Road North Delhi-110007 declare
that my name has been wrongly
written as Kuldeep Singh in my
passport So The actual and correct
name of mine is Kuldeep Singh
Sawhney for all purposes.

NAME CHANGE
It is for the general information of
the public that I, Sarya Bano, W/o
Sh. MD Salim, residing at H. No. J-
II-361/6, Sangam Vihar, South
Delhi – 110062, hereby declare
that my name and my husband's
name have been incorrectly
recorded as "Saira Bano" and "MD
Saleem", respectively, in the Birth
Certificate and educational records
of my minor son, Aleem (aged 13
years) the actual name of mine and
my husband are Sarya Bano and
MD Salim which may be amended
accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
I, BR RAMAKRISHNAPPA father
of  B R UMASHANKAR presently
residing at H.NO. 56, 2ND MAIN,
1ST CROSS, JYOTHINAGAR
VIMANAPURA POST, BENGALU-
RU-560017, have changed my
name from BR RAMAKRISHNAP-
PA to BR RAMAKRISHNA vide
Affidavit dated 01/08/2026 before
Notary Public Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, UMA SHANKAR BR S/o BR
RAMAKRISHNA presently residing at
H.NO. 56, 2ND MAIN, 1ST CROSS,
JYOTHINAGAR VIMANAPURA
POST, BENGALURU-560017, have
changed my name from UMA
SHANKAR BR to B R
UMASHANKAR vide Affidavit dated
01/08/2026 before Notary Public Delhi

Public Notice 
It is for general information that I,
Rohit Baghel S/o Suresh Pal Singh
R/o A-55, Nathu Colony, Sector -
49, Barola, Noida, Dist: Gautam
Buddha Nagar, Uttar Pradesh -
201301 declare that name of my
Father and mother have been
wrongly written as Suresh Baghel
and Mithilesh in my 10th class
Educational Documents. The actual
name of my Father and mother are
Suresh Pal Singh and Mithalesh

Public Notice 
I hitherto known as RAVI S/o RAM
BAHADUR residing at 9, Dr. APJ
Abdul Kalam Road, Meghalaya
House, New Delhi NDMC, Central
Delhi, Delhi-110001 have changed
my name and shall hereafter be
known as RAVI KUMAR.

Public Notice 
My client Smt.Kamlesh W/o Sh.

Narayan Singh R/o House No.D-
108,Lamba Pana, Qutab Garh,
North West Delhi,Delhi-110039 has
severed all relations and debar/dis-
owned her daughters namely
Nisha and Indu from all her mov-
able and immovable properties due
to their misconduct and hostile
misbehavior. My client shall not be
responsible for any acts/deeds in
any criminal and civil activity of
them in future.

Saraswati Solanki(advocate)
Delhi High Court

Ch.no-1012,10th Floor,Lawyers
Chamber Block,Rohini Court,Delhi

Public Notice 
Notice is hereby given to the public
that my client Sh. Devender Singh,
S/o Late Sh. Ram Singh, DOB:
24.06.1972, R/o RZG-78, G-Block,
Gali No. 2, Near Dwarka Sector-2
Power House, Vijay Enclave, VTC:
Palam Village, P.?. Palam Village,
Sub-District: Najafgarh, District:
South West Delhi, State: Delhi
110045, has disowned/debarred
his son, Sh. Narender Kumar, from
all his movable and immovable
properties due to his misbehaviour
and misconduct towards my
client.My client has also severed
all his relations with him.
Henceforth, Sh. Narendra Kumar
shall have no right, title, interest or
claim whatsoever in any of the
present or future self-acquired
movable and immovable properties
of my client.Any person dealing
with Sh. Narendra Kumar in
respect of my client's properties or
otherwise shall do so at his/her
own risk and consequences, and
my client shall not be responsible
or liable for any of his acts, deeds,
transactions or liabilities, present
or future.

MOHIT KUMAR, Advocate
CHAMBER NO-859,

LAWYERS' CHAMBER
BLOCK,DWARKA DISTRICT

COURTS,SECTOR-10, DWARKA,
NEW DELHI-110075

PUBLIC NOTICE
GENERAL PUBLIC IS HEREBY
INFORMED THAT BACK CHAIN OF
"PLOT (SOUTH FACING) OF LAND
AREA MEASURING 735 SQ.
YARDS OUT OF KHET NO. 599
(OLD) AND KHET NO. 507 (NEW AS
PER AAKAR PATRA-45) SITUATED
IN MOHALLA TULSI NAGAR,
KASBA DANKAUR, PARGANA
DANKAUR, TEHSIL SADAR, DIS-
TRICT GAUTAM BUDH NAGAR,
U.P." I.E. 1. ORIGINAL SALE DEED
DT. 10.02.2003 EXECUTED BY MR.
GYANI SINGH AND OTHERS IN
FAVOUR OF MRS. SARASWATI
DEVI AND MRS. INDRA DEVI IN
RESPECT OF LAND AREA MEA-
SURING ½ PART OF 0-13-18-7/8TH
OUT OF GATA NO. 599 OF CHAK
NO. 21. DOC. NO. 885 & 2. ORIGI-
NAL SALE DEED DT. 26.07.2006
EXECUTED BY MRS. SARASWATI
DEVI AND MRS. INDRA DEVI IN
FAVOUR OF MRS. SUSHILA
BANSAL IN RESPECT OF THE
SAID PROPERTY OUT OF KHAS-
RANO. 599 OF CHAK NO. 21. DOC.
NO. 9770 HAVE BEEN LOST BY
THE CURRENT OWNER MR. KRIS-
HAN KUMAR AND IN THIS
REGARD MR. KRISHAN KUMAR
HAD LODGED ONLINE LOST
REPORT VIDE LAR NO.
20260000612389 ON DT.
22.06.2026 AND SAID OWNER MR.
KRISHAN KUMAR PURCHASED
THE SAID PROPERTY VIDE ORIG-
INAL SALE DEED DT. 04.02.2023
EXECUTED BY MRS. SUSHILA
BANSAL ALIAS SUSHILA DEVI AS
DOC. NO. 3526. NOW MR. KRIS-
HAN KUMAR WANTS TO TAKE
LOAN AGAINST THE SAID PROP-
ERTY FROM TRU HOME FINANCE
LIMITED. PLEASE SUBMIT THE
SAID ORIGINAL SALE DEEDS IF
FIND BY ANY PERSON. ALSO
PLEASE CONTACT WITH WRIT-
TEN OBJECTION LETTER WITH
RELEVANT DOCUMENTS WITH
UNDERSIGNED IF HAVING ANY
OBJECTION IN RESPECT OF SAID
PROPERTY/SALE DEED WITHIN
10 DAYS OF THIS PUBLICATION.
ITS USE BY ANYONE IS ILLEGAL.

ADITYA VERMA, ADVOCATE 
E-16, MANSAROVAR PARK,
SHAHDARA, DELHI-110032

MOBILE NO. 9999042521 

NAME CHANGE
I, S SREJA wife of JC-335576P,
Rank-NB SUB Name-M RAJESH
KUMAR Residing at- VILL-
EZHUDESAM, PO-NATHIRAVI-
LAI, TEHSIL-VILLAVAN CODE,
DISTT-KANYAKUMARI, TAMIL
NADU-629154, have changed my
name from S SREJA to S SREEJA
for all future purposes vide Affidavit
dated 01/08/2026 before Notary
Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, SHRIDEVI KHADAKABHAVI wife
of No.-2611690Y, Rank-HAV, Name-
SURESH KHADAKABHAVI residing
at VPO-BELAVI, MANDAL-
HUKKERI, DIST-BELGAUM, KAR-
NATAKA-591309, have changed my
name from SHRIDEVI KHADAKAB-
HAVI to SHRIDEVI SURESH
KHADAKABHAVI for all future pur-
poses vide Affidavit dated 31/07/2026
before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, SUJANA THAPA wife of No.-
5457775M, Rank-NK, Name-TINKU
THAPA residing at LOWER CHHI-
BO, VILL-KALIMPONG KHASMA-
HAL, PO-KALIMPONG, DIST-DAR-
JEELING, WEST BENGAL-734301,
have changed my name from
SUJANA THAPA to SUJANA
GURUNG for all future purposes
vide Affidavit dated 01/08/2026
before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, VIDYA WATI wife of No. 6946202F,
Rank-HAV Name- KARUNA
SHANKAR YADAV Residing at-
VILL-PARSHURAMPUR, PO-
RAJEPUR, TEHSIL-BANGARMAU,
DIST-UNNAO, UTTAR PRADESH-
241501, have changed my name
from VIDYA WATI to VIDYA VATI for
all future purposes vide Affidavit
dated 01/08/2026 before Notary
Public, Delhi.

NAME AND DATE OF
BIRTH CHANGE

I, PREAMWATI mother of No.
6946202F, Rank-HAV Name-
KARUNA SHANKAR YADAV
Residing at- VILL-PARSHURAM-
PUR, PO-RAJEPUR, TEHSIL-BAN-
GARMAU, DIST-UNNAO, UTTAR
PRADESH-241501, have changed
my name from PREAMWATI to
PREM VATI for all future purposes,
in my son’s service record my date
of birth wrongly mentioned as
28/08/1957 instead of my correct
date of birth as 01/01/1955, vide
Affidavit dated 01/08/2026 before
Notary Public, Delhi

NAME CHANGE
I BALESH DEVI legally mother of
Army no 15230784L, Rank - L/nk,
Name. - Gaurav Kumar, Presently
Residing, Village. Garahra, Post.
Anoopshahar, Teh.Anoopshahar,
District. Bulandshahr, State, U.P,
Pin. 202390 have changed my
name from BALESH DEVI to
BALESH for all future purposes
and in my son’s service record my
date of birth wrongly mentioned as
07/09/1971 instead of my correct
date of birth as 01/01/1970 vide
Affidavit dated 31/07/2026 before
Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, Ashok Khatter S/O Uttam Chand
R/O 89,90,93, Block:B-6, Sector 7,
Rohini, Delhi 110085 Have
changed my name to Ashok Kumar
for all future purposes.
DATE OF BIRTH CHANGE
I, ASHISTA EKKA Wife of No-
6948105H Rank-HAV Name-HARUN
EKKA Presently residing at VILL-
GOLIDIH, PO-TUMLA, TEHSIL-FAR-
SHABAHAR, DIST-JASHPUR,
CHHATISGARH-496245,  in my hus-
band’s service record my date of birth
wrongly mentioned as 10/05/1987
instead of my correct date of birth as
03/05/1989, vide Affidavit dated
01/08/2026 before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I SHAHZAD S/O A- 97 JJ
COLONY NANGLOI DELHI
110041 have changed my name to
MOHD SHAHZAD Permanently for
all future purposes

NAME CHANGE
I, Ekansh  S/o Narender Barsiwal
R/o D-92, DDA Flat, New Ranjeet
Nagar, Patel Nagar, Delhi-110008
have changed my name to Ekansh
Barsiwal for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I GARIMA D/0 AJAY R/0 X/956
GALI NO 3 CHAND  MOHALLA
GANDHI NAGAR DELHI 110031
CHANGED MY NAME TO GARI-
MA BHARTIYA

Name Declaration 
I Sumit Kumar S/o Anil Kumar R/o
Ls -29 Malibu Towne, Near Malibu
Arcade Sector -47 South city -2
Gurgaon Haryana 122018 , Hereby
Declare That My Given Name is
Sumit and my Surname is Kumar ,
My full name is Sumit Kumar, and I
am Known by This Name.Notary
Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I SHYAM SUNDER S/0 JAGDISH
LAL KAPOOR  R/0 1A/134
NIT.FARIDABAD HARYANA 121001
CHANGED MY NAME TO SHYAM
SUNDER KAPOOR

NAME CHANGE
I, Mohd Javed R/o H. No. C-55/10C,
Gali No. 10, Near Kashmiri Building
Chauhan Banger, Garhi Mendu,
Delhi-110053 have changed my minor
daughter name  from Aafreen to
Aafrin Akkashi for all future purposes

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as Krishna Devi
alias Krishan devi D/O Nathi RAM
R/O House No C- 62 F/F, Tigri
Extension, South Delhi 110062 have
changed my name and shall here-
after be known as Krishna Devi.

NAME CHANGE
I , Mudita Malhotra D/o Rajender
Kumar R/o 52/43 Road No 43
Punjabi Bagh West Delhi 110026
have changed my name to Mudita.

NAME CHANGE
I AZHAR S/O MOHD JAKIM R/O  H
NO -31 GALI NO 10 C BLOCK
SHRI RAM COLONY KARAWAL
NAGAR NORTH  EAST DELHI
110094 HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO MOHD AZHAR

NAME CHANGE
I Pawan Kumar S/o Sham Lal, R/o
House No. 1054, Sector 7 Extension,
Gurgaon have changed my name to
Pawan Kumar for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I SUBHASH SHARMA S/0 KRIS-
HAN CHANDER SHASTRI R/0 B-
3/S-2 B BLOCK DILSHAD GAR-
DEN JHILMIL DELHI 110095
CHANGED MY NAME TO SUB-
HASH CHANDER SHARMA

NAME CHANGE
I, Sandeep  Kumar S/O: Satypal,
R/O V.P.O. Sarawani, Hapur, Uttar
Pradesh, 245101, have changed the
name of my minor son Morya aged
10 years and he shall hereafter be
known as SHIVYANSH VERMA.

NAME CHANGE
I AMIT NAGAR S/O DHAN PAL
R/O H.N0-220, VILLAGE LAHAN-
DOLA, FARIDABAD-121101 HAVE
CHANGE MY NAME TO AMIT
FOR ALL FUTURE PURPOSE.

NAME CHANGE
I, AAYUSH JAIN S/O MUKESH
JAIN R/O H.NO-DP-11, 2ND
FLOOR, PITAMPURA, DELHI-
110034. have changed my name to
AYUSH JAIN for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, NO-2618843A Rank-SEP Name-
JANAPANAAJAY KUMAR legal father
of JANA PANA RESHMA R/O 3-56,
MAIN STREET, TEKKALI,
RAMESWARM, DIST-SRIKAKULAM,
ANDHRA PRADESH-532212 have
changed my minor daughter’s name
from JANA PANA RESHMA to JANA-
PANARESHMAfor all future purposes
vide affidavit dated 01/08/2026 Before
Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I NIKHIL TANDON S/O SUBHASH
CHANDER  R/O Flat No- C- 75,
Neelamber  Appartment, Pitampura,
North West Delhi, Delhi - 110034 have
changed the name of my minor son
PRADYUT TANDON  aged 3  years
and he shall hereafter be known as
PRANAAY TANDON.

NAME CHANGE
I, J SARSWATHI mother of NO -
2618843A Rank-SEP Name-JANA-
PANA AJAY KUMAR legal father of
JANAPANARESHMAR/O 3-56, MAIN
STREET, TEKKALI, RAMESWARM,
DIST-SRIKAKULAM, ANDHRA
PRADESH-532212, have changed my
name from J SARSWATHI to JANA-
PANA SARASWATI for all future pur-
poses, vide Affidavit dated 01/08/2026
before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME AND DATE OF
BIRTH CHANGE

I, SUDHA MONY mother of JC-
394110K Rank-NB/SUB Name-
RAJESH KUMAR S Residing at-
RAJESH BHAVAN, VADACODE,
KURA (PO), THALAVOOR, KOL-
LAM, KERALA-691557, have
changed my name from SUDHA
MONY to SUDHAMANI for all future
purposes, in my son’s service record
my date of birth wrongly mentioned
as 01/07/1961 instead of my correct
date of birth as 10/03/1961 vide
Affidavit dated 01/08/2026 before
Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, NO-14656024K Rank-HAV ARMT
(FD) Name-NIRAJ KUMAR
MISHRA residing at VILL-LOHSARI,
PO- LOHSARI THANA-BOCHAHA,
TEHSIL- MUZAFFARPUR, DIST-
MUZAFFARPUR, BIHAR-843103
have changed my mother’s name
from MEERA MISHAR to MIRA
DEVI for all future purposes vide
Affidavit dated 01/08/2026 before
Notary Public Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, GUDDAPPA father of No-JC-
442447M, Rank- SUB, Name-
NINGAPPA MALLARI, residing at
Door No- 125, 2nd CROSS,
GURUKOTTURESHWARA BADA-
VANE, VILL & TEHSIL+ DIST-
DAVANAGERE, KARNATAKA-
577004, have changed my name
GUDDAPPA to GUDDAPPA PUT-
TAPPA MALLARI  for all future pur-
poses vide Affidavit Dated 01/08/2026
before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, SAVITHRIAMMA B mother of No-
2618261A, Rank- SEP, Name-
VIJEESH KUMAR V residing at
VILL-VITHURA, PO- THENNOOR,
TEHSIL- NEDUMANGAD, DIST-
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM, KER-
ALA- 695551 have changed my
name from SAVITHRIAMMA B  to
SAVITHRI AMMA for all future pur-
poses vide Affidavit dated 01/08/2026
before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, K  KANNAN father of No-
2618476Y, Rank-SEP, Name-
GOVINDARAJ K, residing at VILL-
ELUMALAI, PO-ELUMALAI,
TEHSIL-PERAIYUR, DISTT-
MADURAI, TAMIL NADU-625535,
have changed my name K  KANNAN
to  KANNAN  K  for all future purpos-
es vide Affidavit Dated 01/08/2026
before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, K SUBBU LAKSHMI,  mother of No-
2618476Y, Rank-SEP, Name- GOVIN-
DARAJ K, residing at VILL-
ELUMALAI, PO-ELUMALAI, TEHSIL-
PERAIYUR, DISTT- MADURAI,
TAMIL NADU-625535  have changed
my name from K SUBBU LAKSHMI to
SUBBULAKSHMI  for all future pur-
poses vide Affidavit dated 01/08/2026
before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I AMRITA PATIL D/O D W PATIL R/O
FLAT NO-16 SWASTIK KUNJ
APARTMENT NEAR LIC OFFICE
WARD NO-1 BHULBHULAIYYA
ROAD MEHRAULI SOUTH DELHI
110030 HAVE CHANGED MY NAME
TO AMRITA DHANRAJ PATIL

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as Nashim D/o.
Ghasita W/o. Ikbal, R/o. N-11, Gali No.
13, N-Block, Brahampuri, Seelampur,
North East Delhi, Delhi - 110053 have
changed my name and shall hereafter
be known as Nasim.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as Hafeezan D/o.
Sadiq W/o. Ishratuddin R/o. C-48/25,
Street No. 14/5, Chauhan Bangar,
Seelampur, North East Delhi,  Delhi -
110053 have changed my name and
shall hereafter be known as Hafizan

NAME CHANGE
I, Mohd Javed R/o H. No. C-55/10C,
Gali No. 10, Near Kashmiri Building
Chauhan Banger, Garhi Mendu,
Delhi-110053 have changed my
minor son name  from Mohammad
Zidaan to Mohammad Zidaan
Akkashi for all future purposes

NAME CHANGE
I, GEMPAAR RAM Father of No.
2505040A Rank-HAV Name-HAJARI
RAM VISHNOI Residing at 89
PUNIYA, JAMBA KI DHANI, JODH-
PUR, RAJASTHAN-342301 have
changed my name GEMPAAR RAM
to GEMPER RAM for all future pur-
poses vide Affidavit Dated 01/08/2026
before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, SUGNEE mother of No. 2505040A
Rank-HAV Name-HAJARI RAM
VISHNOI Residing at PUNIYO KI
DHANI, JAMBA KI DHANI, JODH-
PUR, RAJASTHAN-342301 have
changed my name SUGNEE to
SUGANI for all future purposes vide
Affidavit Dated 01/08/2026 before
Notary Public, Delhi.

PDD Bhaderwah bids farewell to Technician-I
Imtiaz Ahmed Kelu on his superannuation

BHADERWAH: The Power Development
Department (PDD) Bhaderwah organised a farewell
function for Technician-I Imtiaz Ahmed Kelu on his
superannuation after 28 years of service in the depart-
ment. Officers and staff of the PDD appreciated Mr
Kelu's dedication, sincerity and contribution throughout
his career. They praised his professionalism, honesty
and commitment to duty, describing him as a respected
colleague whose services will be remembered. As a
mark of respect, the PDD staff presented a memento
and farewell gifts to Mr Kelu in appreciation of his years
of service. The PDD Bhaderwah staff extended their
congratulations and best wishes to Mr Kelu for a
healthy, peaceful and prosperous retired life.

Varanasi teacher brands hot knife on 5-year-old's
private parts for urinating in pants, booked
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cybersecurity standards? Should exam authorities be The Public Examinations (Prevention of Unfair Means) 
legally bound to report breaches within a fixed time? And Amendment Bill, passed by Parliament on July 30, 
should candidates whose exam are cancelled because of responds to a genuine crisis. The repeated leaks of 
administrative failures have statutory protection?Instead, recruitment and entrance exam papers have shaken public 
much of the debate degenerated into familiar political confidence. There can be little disagreement over the need 
exchanges. The Treasury benches defended the for a law that deals firmly with organised cheating 
government’s handling of the recent exam controversies, networks and those who profit from them.

However, the parliamentary debate remained narrower than while the opposition focused on assigning political blame 
the issue warranted. The Bill offered an opportunity that and revisiting issues such as the handling of the Jantar 
went well beyond prescribing stiffer punishment for paper Mantar protests.The debate also bypassed questions that 
leaks. It came at a time when the Prime Minister had surface every time entrance exam become contentious. 
constituted a task force for exam reforms headed by With education on the Concurrent List, Parliament could 
former UIDAI chief Nandan Nilekani. The debate could have reflected on the opposition’s concerns over the 
have helped identify which reforms ought to be hewn into growing centralisation of entrance exam, whether such a 

candidate protection—to be written into law, rather than 
the law. While such a task force can recommend trend is consistent with education remaining on the 

leaving them for the Executive’s rules.
administrative, technological and procedural changes, Concurrent List, and whether the states should have a 

Members could have used the Bill as the peg to ask a few 
Parliament must decide which of them belong in the law. greater say in the exam framework.

basic questions. Should the law prescribe how question 
The Bill gave Parliament a rare opportunity to influence the Members could have used the debate to indicate the 

papers are printed, stored and transported? Should it 
measures—mandatory security protocols, breach- legal framework governing a national issue that affects 

require independent security audits and minimum lakhs of young Indians every year. reporting obligations, institutional accountability and 

A signal buried 
between the lines 
of a resignation

Iran must avoid overplaying its hand

Basic questions, larger reforms unaddressed in House exam Bill debate

The recent  resignat ion of  Mohammed 
Shahabuddin, the 76-year-old former President of 
Bangladesh, two years before the end of his five-
year term has triggered speculation despite his 
position as Head of State being largely ceremonial. 
He was appointed by former Prime Minister 
Sheikh Hasina, who regarded him as a steadfast 
ally. For this reason, the student leaders of the so-
called people’s revolution and other agitators had 
gheraoed Bangabhaban, the President’s official 
residence in Dhaka, hoping to force his resignation 
in the first few months after Hasina’s flight to 
Delhi.The agitators were following a template laid 
down by the forces that were directing them to 
compel the resignation of hundreds of judges, 
officials, academics and heads of institutions on 
trumped-up charges because they were regarded as 
Awami League sympathisers. When they had 
surrounded Bangabhaban in 2024, the army had 
stepped forward to protect their nominal 
commander-in-chief.
Shahabuddin resigned citing serious health 
reasons. “Recent medical examinations have 
diagnosed me with a condition known as 
autonomic neuropathy. Due to this condition, I 
occasionally experience momentary loss of 
consciousness,” Shahabuddin said in a statement 
released by his press secretary. The Speaker of the 
Jatiya Sangsad, Bangladesh’s parliament, will 
perform the President’s duties until a new one is 
elected, the statement added.There is hardly any 
doubt that Shahabuddin’s exit was carefully 
choreographed by the incumbent government led 
by Prime Minister Tarique Rahman. The timing 
was significant. It came following an emotional 
announcement from Hasina that she and other 
senior leaders would return to Bangladesh despite 
the death sentence hanging over her head and 
possible imprisonment upon arrival. The 
resignation was orchestrated when the army chief 
was visiting Turkey on an official visit. 
Shahabuddin was surely in the loop and extracted 
concessions about his future, including his 
security.The recent resignation of Mohammed 
Shahabuddin, the 76-year-old former President of 
Bangladesh, two years before the end of his five-
year term has triggered speculation despite his 
position as Head of State being largely ceremonial. 
He was appointed by former Prime Minister 
Sheikh Hasina, who regarded him as a steadfast 
ally. For this reason, the student leaders of the so-
called people’s revolution and other agitators had 
gheraoed Bangabhaban, the President’s official 
residence in Dhaka, hoping to force his resignation 
in the first few months after Hasina’s flight to 
Delhi.
The agitators were following a template laid down 
by the forces that were directing them to compel the 
resignation of hundreds of judges, officials, 
academics and heads of institutions on trumped-up 
charges because they were regarded as Awami 
League sympathisers. When they had surrounded 
Bangabhaban in 2024, the army had stepped 
forward to protect their nominal commander-in-
chief.Shahabuddin resigned citing serious health 
reasons. “Recent medical examinations have 
diagnosed me with a condition known as 
autonomic neuropathy. Due to this condition, I 
occasionally experience momentary loss of 
consciousness,” Shahabuddin said in a statement 
released by his press secretary. The Speaker of the 
Jatiya Sangsad, Bangladesh’s parliament, will 
perform the President’s duties until a new one is 
elected, the statement added.There is hardly any 
doubt that Shahabuddin’s exit was carefully 
choreographed by the incumbent government led 
by Prime Minister Tarique Rahman. The timing 
was significant. It came following an emotional 
announcement from Hasina that she and other 
senior leaders would return to Bangladesh despite 
the death sentence hanging over her head and 
possible imprisonment upon arrival. 

For a country that imports more than half  its edible oil and a fifth of  pulses, a failed season inflates the forex bill. India’s food inflation now lives in 
perishables, too. It’s a supply problem that monetary tightening can’t solve. We must plan for more such troubled seasons

allies backed Iraq, then under Saddam Hussein, in its Iran to resume uranium enrichment without THE Iran war has entered its sixth month. It started on 
war against Iran (1980-88). Then came the US oversight.The Indian government aligned with the February 28 with US-Israeli airstrikes that killed the 
intervention in Kuwait in 1991 to liberate it from Trumpian vision by proposing the India-Middle East-Iranian Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei and senior 
Iraqi occupation. But the American confrontation Europe Corridor, to run overland via the UAE, Saudi generals of the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps 
with radical Islam in the form of al-Qaeda resulted Arabia and Israel. The Gaza crisis stalled it. (IRGC), besides destroying several Iranian military 
from its own indirect intervention in Afghanistan to SouthAsians & DiasporaThe Iran war has created facilities. Reportedly, the plan that Israel sold the US 
eject Soviet troops, present there since December divisions among the GCC countries, with Qatar, assumed that following the strikes, a popular uprising 

Oman and Saudi Arabia, along with Turkey and would depose the Islamic regime in Iran. That did not 
Egypt, distrustful of the Abraham Accords members.happen.Having gained experience from similar 

attacks in June 2025, Iran had moved its drones and The two crucial issues between the US and Iran now 
missiles into safe enclaves in mountain ranges. are: the Iranian nuclear programme and the freedom 
Consequently, the Iranians retained the ability to hit of navigation in the Strait of Hormuz. The US, having 
US military facilities in the GCC (Gulf Cooperation abandoned the JCPOA, wants to deny Iran any 
Council) countries and Israel, besides threatening US uranium enrichment, even under the Additional 
naval assets. Most significantly, Iran disrupted Protocol of the International Atomic Energy Agency.

On July 22, the US signed a nuclear deal with the maritime traffic through the Strait of Hormuz, 
Saudis, allowing uranium enrichment for generating causing global oil prices to spike. Brent crude 
fuel for their planned nuclear reactors. The US touched a maximum of $126 per barrel, impacting 
nuclear deal (2009) with the UAE denied enrichment energy costs even in the US.With Pakistani 
rights. Iran now would not settle for anything less than mediation, a ceasefire was eventually reached on 
the Saudi deal. But the US stumped the Saudis by June 17. The Memorandum of Understanding 
announcing a day later that they must normalise ties (MoU), however, had some general stipulations 1979.But the US military intervention in Iraq to eject 
with Israel first. This was the Abraham Accords by the which caused fresh misunderstanding. By mid-June, the Saddam regime in 2003 created a fresh regional 
back door.Why did the US loosen the nuclear norms? the US had whittled down its demands to basically power contest. It allowed Iran access to the Shia 
It was always assumed that the Saudis had financed two issues: the Iranian nuclear programme and populations of Iraq, Syria and Lebanon. This formed 
Pakistan’s nuclear programme and thus had access to freedom of navigation in the Strait. While the nuclear the Shia Crescent, with Iranian influence running 
it. A formal enrichment deal perhaps would allow issue had to be negotiated in a subsequent dialogue, from its western border to the Mediterranean. The 
easier transfer of weapons technology. Is this an the reopening of the Strait was for immediate Arab Spring, a populist anti-regime uprising which 
attempt to forestall the Iranian nuclear weapon implementation.The US quickly began to roll back started in Tunisia in 2010, spread to Libya and Egypt, 
programme by turning Saudi Arabia too into a nuclear its naval blockade. Iran, on the other hand, while eventually causing the civil war in Syria and leading 
weapon threshold state?allowing traffic through the Strait, began charging to the ouster of the Assad regime.

Iran understands that the US has electoral priorities that fees from all transiting vessels. Although Iran had During his first term, US President Donald Trump 
create time constraints. It also knows that the US been demanding it during and before the conceived the Abraham Accords in 2020. They 
threat of massive annihilation of Iranian civilian negotiations, no details had been finalised. The US envisioned the GCC countries normalising relations 
infrastructure is a bluff as Iran has threatened similar expected them to be decided after the initial with Israel and creating a new security order, with 
action against GCC nations. The US would not want implementation of the MoU. Iran even targeted Israel at its core, to contain Iranian influence. But the 
mass disruption of economic and social life in the vessels moving through Omani waters and not the cardinal mistake was to assume that the Palestinian 
Gulf.The US has a couple of options. It can militarily route designated by it. issue was ignorable. Bahrain and the UAE, and later 
escalate the conflict with air and ground attacks. This Consequently, the US reverted to the use of military Morocco, signed on. Saudi Arabia resisted, 
risks protracting the combat and causing heavy force with air attacks on July 8, barely three weeks demanding that Israel must first declare the pathway 
casualties. Alternatively, it may compromise on both after the initial ceasefire. Iran retaliated by attacking to a Palestinian state.The October 7, 2023, attacks on 
the nuclear and Hormuz issues. Perhaps the more US military facilities in Jordan. The fresh hostilities Israel by Hamas unleashed Israeli military violence 
permissive nuclear deal with the Saudis opens space lasted till July 24, when the US unilaterally on the Palestinian group as well as Gaza’s civilians. 
for a JCPOA-like deal.Regarding the Strait, Omani announced another ceasefire, which also proved to be That undermined Trump’s plan. Meanwhile, Trump, 
diplomats were in Iran on July 25-26. Oman-Iran short-lived.The US has experimented with different having withdrawn the US from the nuclear deal 
management of the Strait may be acceptable to the ideas for a stable Gulf security order since the 1979 between Iran and P5+1, called the Joint 
GCC and thus also to the US.Iranian Revolution. The Americans and their GCC Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA), allowed 

America’s permissive nuclear deal with Saudis opens space for a compromise with Tehran

raising the cost of shipping and fertiliser while threatening hold the repo rate at 5.25 percent with a neutral stance, and and prices are defended before they rise rather than after. The monsoon’s failure is no longer a forecast—it is a fact 
the sea lanes through which India’s energy and edible oil it should hold its nerve in the months ahead, for this is a But India’s food inflation no longer lives in cereals. It with a price attached. The previous month was the fifth 
imports move. Pulses face a similar arithmetic. The supply shock, not a demand problem. lives in perishables, pulses and edible oils—precisely the driest June since records began in 1901, with all-India 
window for corrective action in agriculture—seed supply commodities where capacity is thinnest. rainfall of 99.5 mm, about 40 percent below normal. The The June rainfall failure owed to an unfavourable phase of 
and advisories for short-duration varieties where late weather office expects July—the month that matters most the Madden-Julian Oscillation, unusual typhoon activity The agenda is familiar and unglamorous. Import windows 

for the kharif crop and reservoir storage—to over the western Pacific that suppressed low- for pulses and edible oil must be opened early, predictably 
deliver less than 94 percent of its long-period pressure formation over the Indian Ocean and and for fixed periods, since markets punish panic buying 
average, alongside above-normal maximum evolving El Niño conditions. None of these forces and reward foresight. Vegetable supply chains deserve 
and minimum temperatures over most of the responds to the cost of credit. Dearer money will not treatment as critical infrastructure: transport priority for 
country. conjure rain, sow soybean or cheapen tomatoes; it perishables, expanded cold storage, and price intelligence 

will only tax an investment cycle that the economy, used to move stock before local shortages become The consequences have been swift. Retail 
with growth projected at a modest 6.5-6.8 percent national spikes. Rain-deficit districts need drought inflation rose to 4.38 percent in June, 
this fiscal, can ill afford to lose. contingency plans invoked without euphemism, breaching the Reserve Bank’s target band for 

alongside expanded employment guarantee works to the first time since December 2024. Food India has been here before: the framework of flexible 
protect rural incomes, and an early, honest allocation of inflation quickened to 5.32 percent, from 4.78 inflation targeting was designed precisely so that the 
reservoir water among drinking needs, power generation percent in May. These are early numbers, central bank could look through transient food-price 
and the rabi season to come. None of this makes recorded before the full weight of the rainfall spikes rather than chase them. The RBI’s legitimate 
headlines; all of it is cheaper than the alternative.Beyond deficit has passed through to mandis and retail concern is the second round—the seepage of 
this season lies the structural truth that policy can no counters. If July disappoints too, the price temporary food prices into wages, rents and 
longer defer: a warming climate is making the erratic pressure for the coming quarter is already household expectations. But that risk is best met not 
monsoon the rule rather than the exception, with longer written in the fields.Thus, the question before with a pre-emptive hike, which would signal that 
dry spells punctured by destructive bursts of rain. An policy makers is not whether to respond, but Indian monetary policy is hostage to the weather, but 
economy in which food claims nearly half the with which instrument. with credible supply management by the 
consumption basket of the poor cannot go on treating each government and plain communication from Mint The distress in the fields is more telling than 
failure as a surprise, to be managed by an empowered Street that it can tell a monsoon from a mania.The the price print. Kharif sowing in early July was 
group of ministers in a fortnight of alarm. What is needed burden of action, therefore, lies with the Centre, and down almost 21 percent from the same point rains permit re-sowing, and the early securing of import 
is standing machinery—real-time integration of sowing, the good news is that its cereal cushion has rarely been last year. The sharpest decline is in oilseeds, down over 39 lines before world markets sense India’s need—is 
storage, price and trade data; import protocols that trigger thicker. Central pool stocks of rice and wheat stood over percent, with soybean acreage—the backbone of the measured in weeks. Each week spent in reassurance that 
automatically at thresholds rather than at headlines; and 604 lakh tonnes in April, nearly three times the buffer domestic edible oil economy—shrinking by roughly two- the situation is being monitored is a week conceded to 
sustained investment in irrigation, dryland farming and norm of 210.4 lakh tonnes. Cereal inflation is thus a fifths. For a country that imports more than half its edible scarcity.
climate-resilient seed. These reforms have been debated solved problem awaiting administration: calibrated open oil requirement, a failed oilseed season inflates next The temptation now will be to read the inflation target 
for a decade; what has been missing is not diagnosis but market releases should begin now, on a published winter’s import bill. That bill is being compounded by the breach as a case for monetary tightening. It should be 
follow-through. calendar, so that traders cannot profit from uncertainty West Asia conflict, which has kept crude oil volatile, resisted. The Monetary Policy Committee was right to 

If the sky doesn't relent, Centre must

The Public Examinations (Prevention of  Unfair Means) Amendment Bill gave Parliament a rare opportunity to influence the legal framework governing a national 

issue that affects lakhs of  young Indians every year. Instead, the members spent more time looking back
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