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Gurgaon.(Agency)

-------------------------------------------------

Persistent rain through Wednn.

or Gurgaon, the forecast indicates 
g e n e r a l l y  c l o u d y  s k i e s  w i t h  
intermittent spells of rain and 
thunderstorms through the week. 
Maximum temperatures are expected 
to remain between 31°C and 33°C, 
while minimum temperatures are 
likely to stay between 24°C and 26°C, 
keeping daytime conditions relatively 
pleasant but humid.The continuing 
wet spell comes after widespread 
rainfall across Haryana over the past 
24 hours. According to the IMD, the 
stateʼs average maximum temperature 
remained close to normal despite 
rising by 1.7°C from the previous day, 

w h i l e  t h e  a v e r a g e  m i n i m u m  
temperature also stayed near normal.

Taking suo motu cognisance of 
allegations against police personnel in 
the Sohna crime branch unit, Haryana 
Human Rights Commission (HHRC) 
said police custody could not be “a 
licence for torture, cruelty or inhuman 
treatment”.

The commission acted on observations 
made in a June 30 order by judicial 
magistrate first class Sohna Mandeep 
Singh in connection with an FIR 
registered on June 26 at Sadar police 
station under BNS and Arms Act 
provisions.

According to the judicial order, the 
accused was not produced before court 
after his police remand expired. The 

investigating agency informed the 
magistrate that while being taken for 
recovery proceedings, he tried to flee 
and fell from a flyover, requiring him 
to be hospitalised.

The magistrate had a video conference 
with the accused, who said he had not 
taken a fall but been wilfully injured by 
police while in custody. He also 
expressed fear for his life. After court 
hours, the magistrate visited the Civil 
Hospital and took his statement in the 
absence of the cops against whom 
allegations were raised.The man 
alleged that on June 29, he was taken to 
an open area inside the CIA police 
station in Sohna where several cops, 
including the CIA in-charge, were 
present. 

NGT pulls up MoEF for skipping 
Raisina Aravalis hearing

‘Police custody not licence to torture’: State human 
rights panel takes up plaint against Sohna cops

Rs 13 crore waste contract under 
cloud over fake vehicle deployment

Noida.(Agency)
---------------------------------------------

A young woman was found 

murdered with her throat slit in a 

jowar field on Thursday morning, 

with police suspecting she was 

brought to the spot unconscious, 

dragged into the field and killed 

there in an attempt to dump the 

body away from public view. The 

victim, yet to be identified, is 

believed to be around 25 years old.

The body was discovered around 

9.15am in a field along Kajipura-

Bayana road in Kajipur forest after 

farmers noticed something unusual 

in the standing crop.

According to ACP (Wave City) 

P r i y a s h r e e  P a l ,  P a r v e s h  

Chaudhary, a local farmer, alerted 

the police control room after 

finding the womanʼs body lying 

about 40 metres inside his jowar 

field. Cops found drag marks 

cutting through the crop, which had 

been flattened along the route 

leading to the body.

“The pattern at the scene suggests a 

vehicle may have stopped on the 

roadside and the woman was 

dragged into the field before being 

attacked on the neck with a sharp-

edged weapon,” Pal said.

Police said the woman was wearing 

a salwar suit and her dupatta was 

found covering her body. Her 

throat had been slit, and injury 

marks were also visible on her face. 

Despite efforts, local residents 

could not identify her.A senior 

police officer said the absence of 

blood along the drag trail, despite 

the body being.

DEHLI/NCR

Roads under water; trees & poles 
uprooted: Cities on knees again

Noida/Ghaziabad. The showers that started Friday 
and continued on Sunday has led to heavy 
waterlogging in Noida and Ghaziabad.

A park for children in Noida Sector 51 has turned into 
a shallow pool, while parks and green belts in 
sectors 119, 12, 30, 120, etc., also remained out of 
bounds due to flooding.Low-lying areas, like 
Botanical Garden Metro station in Noida and Jagat 
Farm Market in Greater Noida, are under at least 
two feet of water. Meanwhile, residents reported 
flooded roads and basements in Noida sectors 22, 
30, 36, 51, 62, 71, 104, 105, 72, 117, 122, 99, 
etc.The picture is similar in Ghaziabad, with Abhay 
Khand, Loni, and Muradnagar facing waterlogging.

Late on Sunday, following reports of 12 people stuck 
in Tronica City due to heavy waterlogging, a team 
of Ghaziabad NDRF carried out a rescue operation. 
Considering a warning of heavy rain ahead, NDRF 
teams are on high alert for emergency response in 
Noida and Ghaziabad.Residents blamed the 
authorities for not taking adequate measures to 
check flooding.“The Noida Authority failed to 
prepare for the monsoon in advance. All its claims 
have fallen flat. In Sector 51, people are wading 
through one-and-a-half feet to two feet of water. 
The Sunday showers also left houses and basements 
flooded.

News box

Gurgaon.(Agency)

--------------------------------------------------

National Green Tribunal (NGT) has 

p u l l e d  u p  U n i o n  m i n i s t r y  o f  

environment, forest and climate 

change (MoEF&CC) for failing to 

appear for the ongoing proceedings 

on environmental violations in the 

ecologically sensitive Raisina 

Aravalis despite being served 

notice.A bench of NGT chairperson 

Justice Prakash Shrivastava and 

expert member Afroz Ahmad 

directed the respondent to either 

appear virtually on the next date of 

hearing or appoint an advocate to 

represent it. The ministryʼs Chandigarh 

office was also asked to file its reply 

within two weeks to an intervention 

application moved by Ansal Retreat 

Resident Welfare Association (RWA).

The directions were issued during the 

hearing of a suo motu case initiated by 

the tribunal on the basis of a TOI report 

published on July 28, 2024, titled 

“Gurgaon farmhouses back: Raze & 

rebuild cycle ensures Raisina never 

heals.” The case is being heard along 

with an execution application in the 

long-running hearing on Aravali 

p r o t e c t i o n . U n d e r  t h e  A r a v a l i  

notification of 1992, construction of 

buildings and infrastructure and 

felling of trees in protected areas are 

prohibited without permission.The 

tribunal also granted Ansal Retreat 

RWA two weeks to place on record 

the names of its members and their 

plot  numbers.  In a separate 

application, Kuldeep Kumar Kohli 

sought to be impleaded in the 

proceedings. NGT directed that 

copies of the application be supplied to 

all respondents within three days and 

gave them two weeks to file their 

replies.The matter has been posted.

Gurgaon.(Agency)

-------------------------------------------------

 A Rs 13-crore door-to-door waste 

collection contract of the MCG is 

staring at serious allegations of 

f i n a n c i a l  i r r e g u l a r i t i e s  a f t e r  

councillors on Thursday claimed that 

sanitation agencies staged vehicle 

deployments during an official 

inspect ion  to  conceal  g lar ing  

shortages, raising the spectre of a scam 

involving public money.

What was meant to be a routine 

verification of vehicles deployed under 

the six-month sanitation contract has 

instead triggered allegations that 

contractors presented borrowed and 

non-operational vehicles to inflate 

numbers, even as residents continue to 

grapple with inadequate garbage 

collection across the city.

The contract requires five private 

agencies to deploy 591 vehicles for 

door-to-door waste collection for eight 

z o n e s .  C o u n c i l l o r s  w h o  

participated in Wednesdayʼs 

inspection said the actual 

deployment fell far short of the 

369 vehicles presented by 

contractors.

Ward 11 councillor Kuldeep 

Yadav alleged that against a 

mandated deployment of 125 

vehicles for zone 2, only 55 were 

produced during inspection and of 

those, only around 25 were actually 

e n g a g e d  i n  w a s t e  c o l l e c t i o n  

operations, with the rest allegedly 

arranged merely to inflate attendance. 

“This is a big scam and should be 

probed,” Yadav said.

Councillors said that if contractors are 

being paid for vehicles that are not 

actually on the roads, it amounts to a 

direct loss to the public exchequer.

Similar allegations surfaced from zone 

4. Ward 8 councillor Naresh Kataria, 

also present during the inspection, 

alleged that the contractor sublet eight 

vehicles arranged by his ward instead 

of deploying its own fleet.“In zone 4, 41 

vehicles were supposed to be deployed 

but only 35 were present during 

inspection. Of these, eight actually 

belong to my ward. We arranged them 

b e c a u s e  t h e r e  h a s  b e e n  n o  

arrangement from MCG. We have 

even marked those vehicles as ʻWard 

8ʼ,” Kataria said. He alleged that 

vehicles belonging to Municipal 

Corporation of Delhi (MCD) were also 

seen during the inspection.

“This entire exercise appears to be a 

sham and deserves an independent 

i n v e s t i g a t i o n , ”  h e  a d d e d . T h e  

allegations have renewed scrutiny of 

MCGʼs decision to award a short-term 

six-month contract, with several 

councillors arguing that such limited 

tenures discourage contractors from 

investing in dedicated fleets.

Woman found dead with 
throat slit in fields in 
Ghaziabad, drag trail 

points to murder

Living abroad no shield, NRI couple told to 
appear in court as ‘co-accused’ in dowry case

Bike taxi rider dies in hit and 
run at Hero Honda Chowk

Noida.(Agency)
A 32-year-old man has been arrested for allegedly 
snatching a gold chain from a woman during her morning 
walk in the Sector 113 area. The accused, Vijay Pratap 
alias Raja Thakur, a resident of Auraiya, has 18 FIRs 
lodged against him across police stations in Auraiya and 
Noida, including under the Gangster Act.
The incident took place on June 22 at around 6.10am. VS 
Yadav, a resident of Skytech Matrott in Sector 76, was out 
walking with his wife near the T-point culvert in front of 
Mahagun Modern when two men on a motorcycle came 
from behind and snatched her gold chain, weighing 10 
grams. The couple raised an alarm and gave chase but 
could not apprehend the assailants. Yadav told police that 
the pillion rider was wearing a white shirt and a white 
gamcha.
An FIR was registered against two unknown persons 
under Section 304(2) of the BNS and multiple teams were 
formed to track them down. Using CCTV footage from 
nearby areas, police identified one of the suspects. Vijay 
Pratap was arrested on Sunday from the FNG service road 
in Sorkha village in Sector 113.

Cracker sparks burn down 3 shops, 6 bikes

Noida.(Agency)
 Days after several people died from water 

contamination in Indore, Noida and 
Greater Noida authorities have ordered 
technical audits of their drinking water 
systems — covering pipelines, 
reservoirs and water ATMs — and asked 
officials to collect samples across 
sectors to rule out any risk of 
contamination.In Noida, the decision 
was taken at a high-level meeting 
chaired on Friday by Authority CEO 
Lokesh M, who reviewed public health 
issues, civic infrastructure, water supply 
and sanitation, and issued strict 
directions to officials.A committee of 

senior water department officials was 
formed to carry out the audit."We have 
ordered a thorough technical audit of the 
water supply system, including 
pipelines, reservoirs and water ATMs, to 
ensure that residents receive safe and 
clean drinking water," Lokesh M said. 
He added that water samples would be 
collected from different sectors and a 
detailed report submitted "at the 
earliest" to ensure there is no 
contamination threat in the city.The 
CEO also reviewed the status of the 80-
cusec Ganga water project and asked 
officials to complete all pending work 
by this month.

Ghaziabad.(Agency)

-----------------------------------------------------

A sessions court has dismissed a 
revision petition filed by an NRI 
couple based in Germany, Ankit and 
Silky Jain, seeking to be discharged 
from a dowry harassment case in 
which they are named as co-accused.

The case, filed by Ankitʼs sister-in-law 
Urvarshi on Aug 26, 2020, named him 
and Silky, besides her husband 
Abhishek, father-in-law Sushil Kumar 
and mother-in-law Archana, under 
IPC sections 498A (matrimonial 
cruelty), 323 (voluntarily causing 
hurt), 354 (criminal force with the 
intent to outrage the modesty of a 
woman), 377 (unnatural intercourse), 
504 (intimidation to provoke breach of 
peace), 506 (criminal intimidation) 
and Section 3/4 of the Dowry 
Prohibition Act.

Police later dropped Ankit and Silkyʼs 
names, citing insufficient evidence, 
and also found the charges under IPC 
sections 354 and 377 against the others 
unsubstantiated. IPC section 406 
(criminal breach of trust) was 

s u b s e q u e n t l y  a d d e d ,  a n d  a  
chargesheet that was eventually filed 
included this and sections 498A, 323, 
504 and 506, besides Section 3/4 of 
Dowry Prohibition Act.

After the lower court framed charges 
on Oct 20, 2022, Urvarshi moved an 
application under Section 319 CrPC 
(power to proceed against other 
persons appearing to be guilty of 
offence), alleging that Ankit and Silky 
had conspired with the investigating 
officer to have their names dropped 
from the chargesheet.

In her examination before the trial 
court, Urvarshi said she married 
Abhishek on Nov 9, 2019, in a wedding 
costing Rs 50-55 lakh, after which her 
in-laws, including Ankit and Silky, 
who were visiting for the ceremony, 
pressured her for dowry.

After a magistrateʼs court framed 
charges on Oct 20, 2022, Urvarshi 
moved an application under Section 
319 CrPC (power to proceed against 
other persons appearing to be guilty 
of offence), alleging Ankit and Silky 
had conspired with the investigating 

officer to have their names dropped 
from the chargesheet. In her 
examination before the trial court, 
Urvarshi claimed she married 
Abhishek on Nov 9, 2019, in a wedding 
that cost Rs 50-55 lakh, after which her 
in-laws, including Ankit and Silky, 
who were visiting for the ceremony, 
pressured her for dowry.

The couple argued they had been 
living in Germany and had no role in 
the alleged offences, but the court 
noted that the couple stayed for over a 
month and summoned them for trial 
i n  i t s  F e b  2 5 ,  2 0 2 5  o r d e r .  
Subsequently, Ankit and Silky filed a 
criminal revision petition before the 
sessions court.

In their plea, Ankit and Silky 
contended they never lived with 
Urvarshi except during the wedding, 
and pointed to contradictions in her 
FIR, police statement and court 
testimony. They called her allegations 
malicious.

Additional Sessions Judge Neeraj 
Gautam cited a Supreme Court 
precedent on the limited scope of 

revisional jurisdiction and held that 
the lower courtʼs order showed.

Gurgaon.(Agency)

------------------------------------------------------------------

Climate activist Sonam Wangchuk remained 
clinically stable on Thursday but continued to be 
monitored in ICU on the 26th day of his hunger 
strike.Sources at Medanta said his heart rate was 84 
beats per minute, blood pressure 101/63 mmHg, 
respiratory rate 20 breaths per minute and oxygen 
saturation (SpO2) 100%. His random blood sugar 
was normal.

Doctors said patients undergoing prolonged fasting 
require close monitoring regardless of reassuring 
vitals, since complications can develop rapidly. 
After nearly four weeks without food, they can be 
vulnerable to electrolyte disturbances, cardiac 
rhythm abnormalities and metabolic complications 
— risks that can intensify when nutrition and fluids 
are gradually reintroduced, a phase known as 
ʻrefeeding syndromeʼ.

Wangchukʼs earlier medical records have 
documented persistent pancytopenia — reduced 
red blood cells, white blood cells and platelets — 
along with low serum potassium levels of 3.2-3.4 
mEq/L and mild-to-moderate dehydration, all of 
which warrant continued observation, according to 
sources.

“Although prolonged starvation affects virtually 
every organ system, the heart is among the most 
vulnerable. Nutritional deprivation gradually 
weakens the heart muscle, while electrolyte 
imbalances, particularly involving potassium, 
magnesium and phosphate, can trigger dangerous 
rhythm disturbances. These risks become even 
greater during the refeeding phase, when sudden 
metabolic shifts may precipitate heart failure or 
cardiac arrest if nutrition is not reintroduced 
carefully,” said Dr Samir Kubba, director and unit 
head of cardiology at Delhiʼs Dharamshila Narayana 
Superspeciality Hospital.

Dr Jayanta Thakuria, senior director of internal 
medicine at Faridabadʼs Yatharth Super Speciality 
Hospital, said the body switches from glucose to fat 
reserves as starvation continues, leading to weight 
loss, muscle wasting, weakness, dehydration and 
vitamin deficiencies.

Wangchuk stable but will stay 
in ICU for monitoring

Gurgaon.(Agency)

----------------------------------------------------------------------

A 50-year-old bike taxi driver died after an 

unknown vehicle allegedly hit him near Hero 

Honda Chowk Thursday morning and fled the spot.

The deceased, Ramesh Kumar, a resident of 

Begumpur, was driving along the National 

Highway service road towards Jaipur when a 

vehicle allegedly struck him down at around 6.30 

am. A few minutes later, police received a call that 

an injured man was lying on the roadside and 

rushed to the spot.

Ramesh suffered severe head injuries and was 

declared dead soon afterwards. According to the 

police, his body has been sent for autopsy and will 

be handed over to the family thereafter.

Police are investigating the matter further to 

identify the accused driver. “We are speaking to 

witnesses, and scanning CCTV footage from 

nearby areas to trace the sequence of events and 

determine whether negligence or overspeeding 

caused the crash.” a police officer said.

Noida.(Agency)

------------------------------------------------------------------

  The arrival of the monsoon has once again exposed 

Noidaʼs long-neglected drainage infrastructure, 

with residents complaining that clogged drains and 

overflowing sewers have turned their areas into 

breeding grounds for mosquitoes, heightening the 

risk of dengue and malaria.

“Those who promised us a hi-tech, gleaming city 

have vanished, leaving us to contend with severe 

waterlogging and increasing mosquito menace,” 

said Deepak Sharma, president of RWA Sector 105.

With dengue cases already being reported, 

residents fear the situation will worsen without 

urgent intervention. Sharma demanded thorough 

desilting of primary and internal drains, along with 

regular fogging and anti-larval spraying to curb 

mosquito breeding.

Since there was no response from Noida Authority, 

the RWA organised spraying in the sectorʼs internal 

drains and sewers on Wednesday, urging residents 

to keep their surroundings free from stagnant 

water. “We are asking residents to clean their 

coolers, flowerpots and rooftops regularly,” said 

Sharma.In Sector 108, RWA president Digamber 

Singh said annual drain-cleaning drives have not 

been comprehensive enough. He attributed the 

recurring overflows to blocked drains, poor 

gradients and obstructions that prevent rainwater 

from flowing into the external drainage network.

Choked with garbage, drains 
spilling sewage back onto 
roads, say residents
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Gurugram: Gurugram

police busted a cyber-
fraud gang involved in an
investment scam worth
over Rs 2.65 crore and
arrested six persons for
allegedly supplying  bank
accounts to a Dubai-based
syndicate. The accused
allegedly opened bank
accounts through fake
firms and supplied them to
the syndicate.
GeographicRefer ence
Police recovered three lap-
tops, 16 mobile phones, 90
ATM cards, 42 cheque
books, 35 SIM cards,
stamps of four firms and a
passport bearing a Dubai
visa from the accused.
According to police, a
complaint was received at
the Cyber Crime Police
Station (East) on Sunday.
The complainant alleged
that he had been added to
fake WhatsApp groups
impersonating reputed
investment companies.
The fraudsters lured him

into investing through a
fake investment applica-
tion by promising excep-
tionally high returns.
Believing the scheme to
be genuine, the com-
plainant transferred a total
of Rs 2,65,55,000 to vari-
ous bank accounts. When
he later attempted to with-
draw his invested amount
and the promised profits,
the accused demanded
additional deposits, at
which point he realised he
had been scammed. Based
on the complaint, an FIR
was registered and the
investigation was entrust-
ed to the Special Cyber
Crime Unit, Sector 56.
Under the supervision of
Gaurav Fogat, ACP
(Crime), the Special
Cyber Crime Unit con-
ducted a detailed investi-
gation using technical evi-
dence and intelligence,
leading to the arrest of six
accused. The arrested
accused were identified as
Sonu Chaudhary (23), a

resident of Bhikkanpur vil-
lage in Ghaziabad,
presently residing in Balaji
Enclave, Ghaziabad;

Puneet Chaudhary (27), a
resident of Bhikkanpur vil-
lage in Ghaziabad, Uttar
Pradesh, presently resid-
ing in Omaxe City,
Bahadurgarh, Jhajjar,
Haryana; Vikas (22), a res-

ident of Gautam Buddh
Nagar, Uttar Pradesh,
presently residing in
Omaxe City,

Bahadurgarh; Abhishek
Sharma (23), a resident of
Meerut, Uttar Pradesh,
presently residing in
Omaxe City,
Bahadurgarh; Dushyant
Chaudhary (25), a resi-

dent of Bulandshahr, Uttar
Pradesh, presently resid-
ing in Omaxe City,
Bahadurgarh; and Samrat

Sibbal (46), a resident of
Uttam Nagar, Delhi.
Crime& Justice Police first
arrested Sonu Chaudhary
from Ghaziabad.
Subsequently, Puneet
Chaudhary, Vikas,

Abhishek Sharma and
Dushyant Chaudhary
were arrested on Sunday
from a rented flat in
Omaxe City,
Bahadurgarh, Jhajjar.
Samrat Sibbal was arrest-
ed the same day from
Uttam Nagar, Delhi.
During interrogation,
investigators found that
approximately Rs 6,00,000
of the defrauded amount
had been transferred to
the bank account of a pri-
vate firm operated by
Sonu Chaudhary. Sonu
disclosed that he had
opened the firm’s bank
account at the request of
Puneet Chaudhary and
handed it over to him in
exchange for Rs 60,000.
“Accused Puneet revealed
that he, along with Samrat
Sibbal, was working for a
Dubai-based cyber fraud
syndicate. The bank
account was allegedly sup-
plied to the syndicate,
which used such accounts
to receive proceeds of

cyber fraud. Around 5 per
cent commission was
earned by routing the
stolen funds through mul-
tiple bank accounts.
Puneet had rented a flat in
Bahadurgarh for Rs 17,000
per month, which was
allegedly used as an opera-
tional hub for registering
fake firms, opening bank
accounts in the names of
various individuals and
entities, creating fake
email IDs and preparing
forged documents used in
cyber fraud operations”,
said Gaurav Fogat, ACP
(Crime). Police said
Puneet had reportedly
employed Abhishek
Sharma, Vikas and
Dushyant Chaudhary on
monthly salaries ranging
from Rs 15,000 to Rs
20,000. Their role was to
facilitate the opening of
bank accounts, prepare
supporting documentation
and supply these accounts
to the Dubai-based cyber
fraud syndicate. Police

alleged that he had trav-
elled to Dubai several
times and supplied more
than 200 bank accounts to
the syndicate. A passport
bearing a Dubai visa was
recovered from his pos-
session. The investigation
also revealed that he had
recently returned from
Dubai. “We are now con-
ducting an extensive
investigation into the
Dubai-based operatives,
the money trail of the
defrauded funds, and simi-
lar cyber fraud cases
linked to the syndicate
across different states.
Investigators are continu-
ing to interrogate the
accused regarding their
associates, fake firms,
bank  accounts, the Dubai-
based cyber fraud syndi-
cate, the flow of the pro-
ceeds of  crime and cyber
fraud cases committed in
other states. A further
probe is under way”,
added ACP Fogat.

6 held in Gurugram for supplying bank accounts to
Dubai-based cyber fraud syndicate

Lucknow: A domestic
help’s daughter in
Lucknow, who lost her
father in childhood as her
family could not afford
timely medical treatment,
has cleared the National
Eligibility-cum-Entrance
Test (NEET), turning per-
sonal tragedy into the
inspiration to pursue a
career in medicine. Neelu,
a resident of a village in the
Gomti Nagar area here,
lost her father when she
was in Class 8. “My father
died because we couldn’t
afford proper medical
treatment. That loss
changed my life forever. I
decided that I wanted to
become a doctor so that no
family has to lose a loved
one simply because they
are poor,” she said. Neelu
began her education at
Prerna Girls School, run
by Study Hall Education
Foundation (SHEF) for
girls from marginalised
communities, and later
earned a scholarship to
Study Hall School for
Classes 11 and 12. She
scored 94 per cent in the
CBSE Class 12 examina-
tions this year while simul-
taneously preparing for
NEET. Neelu has also been

awarded a scholarship that
will cover her tuition and
related educational expens-
es as she pursues her
ambition of becoming  to
pursue a career in medi-
cine. Neelu, a resident of a
village in the Gomti Nagar
area here, lost her father
when she was in Class 8.
“My father died because
we couldn’t afford proper
medical treatment. That
loss changed my life forev-
er. I decided that I wanted
to become a doctor so that
no family has to lose a
loved one simply because
they are poor,” she said.
Neelu began her education
at Prerna Girls School, run

by Study Hall Educationa
cardiologist. Her mother,
the family’s sole earning
member, works as a hospi-
tal attendant and domestic
help. Despite pressure
from relatives and mem-
bers of the community to
discontinue her daughters’
education and arrange
their marriages, she con-
tinued to support Neelu’s
studies. “My teachers at
the school made me
believe that education can
transform our lives, no

matter where we come
from. My success is the
greatest gift I can give back
to my school and family. I
hope my journey inspires
more students to dream
bigger and become
changemakers,” Neelu
said. SHEF Founder and
CEO Urvashi Sahni said
Neelu’s success demon-
strated the transformative
impact of quality education

and opportunity. Study Hall
School Principal
Meenakshi Bahadur
described her as an excep-
tionally hardworking stu-
dent.

Domestic help's daughter
turns personal loss into NEET success

New Delhi: A man was
arrested in Moradabad for
allegedly stabbing his 45-
year-old wife to  death
with  scissors following a
domestic dispute at their
Seelampur home here,
stemming from his suspi-
cion that she was having
an illicit relationship,
police said on Sunday.
After receiving informa-
tion about the incident
around 7.32 pm on July 16
from Seelampur’s
Gautampuri, police sent a
team to the house in
northeast Delhi. The team
found the woman lying in
a pool of blood with griev-
ous injuries. A case was
registered at Seelampur
police station, and the
crime team and the
Forensic Science
Laboratory (FSL) inspect-
ed the spot and collected

forensic evidence, they
said. Police said during
the investigation, 52-year-
old Saleem was found
missing from the house
immediately after the inci-
dent, making him the
prime suspect. A police
team analysed CCTV
footage, examined techni-
cal evidence, developed
human intelligence and
tracked the suspect’s
movements across several
locations. Saleem was
traced near Moradabad
railway station in Uttar
Pradesh and was arrested
from there on Saturday,
police said. “During inter-
rogation, the accused con-
fessed to the crime and
told investigators that he
suspected his wife of hav-
ing an illicit relationship
with a former co-worker at
a garment factory, which

led to frequent quarrels
between them,” said the
police officer. Crime&
Justice On the day of the
incident, the couple
argued again over the
issue. Police said the
accused then attacked her
with a pair of scissors
before locking the house
and fleeing. The weapon
and blood-stained clothes
have been recovered.
Police said further investi-
gation is underway.

Delhi man stabs wife to death
with scissors over suspicion of

affair; arrested in UP

NAME CHANGE
I, Gurudutt, Son of Sh. Baljit Ram,
hereby declare that I have
changed the name of my son from
"PRANAV" to "PRANAV
RATHORE". Henceforth, he shall
be known and called by the name
"PRANAV RATHORE" for all pur-
poses, and all records and docu-
ments shall be treated accordingly

NAME CHANGE
I MOHAMMAD AARIF KHAN  S/O
GAFFAR AHMED KHAN R/O
HOUSE NO 559 4th FLOOR FRONT
SIDE  GALI NO 22  NEAR MOTI
MASJID ZAKIR NAGAR SOUTH
DELHI 110025 HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO MOHD AARIF KHAN.

NAME CHANGE
I, BHAVANSH SINGH S/O INDER-
PAL SINGH residing at H NO-F-
166, LAJPAT NAGAR-I, DELHI-
110024 have changed my name to
BHAVANSH SINGH GUJRAL for
all future purposes. 

DATE OF BIRTH CHANGE
I, ASHOK KUMAR S/o RAM
NARESH R/o VILL-CHILBILWA,
PO-UNAULA, TEHSIL-SADAR,
DIST-GORAKHPUR, UTTAR
PRADESH-273152, presently resid-
ing at H NO-110, RK PURAM, SEC-
TOR-7, NEW DELHI-110022,
declare that date of birth of my minor
son ANSH KUMAR is wrongly men-
tioned as 21/10/2010 in his matricu-
lation certificate, instead of his cor-
rect date of birth as 21/11/2010.

Public Notice
General Public is hereby informed
that my clients Mr. Vikesh and his
wife Alka R/o A-182, Gautam Puri
Phase-1, Badarpur, South Delhi,
Delhi-110044 have severed all their
relations with their son Ranjeet and
his wife Ekta due to their careless
and bad behaviour. My above
named clients has also disowned
and debarred their said son and his
wife from all their movable and
immovable properties. Anybody
dealing with them will do so at their
own risk and responsibilities and my
above named clients will not be
responsible for any act, deed or deal-
ing done by their son and his wife.

KESHAV BHARDWAJ
ADVOCATE

Chamber No. 342 (E) Lawyers
Block, Saket District Court, 

New Delhi 110017

NAME CHANGE
I  SHAKINA W/O CHANDA R/O H
NO A-9/20 GALI NO 7 CHAUHAN
BANGER JAFRABAD DELHI
110053  have changed my name
to SAKEENA for all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, SARANYA KV  wife of No.-
2616918N, Rank- SEP, Name-
PRAVEEN C, residing at H/NAME-
SASI NIVAS, VILL-
VADAKKETHARA, PO- PAZHAYAN-
NUR, PS- PAZHAYANNUR, TEHSIL-
TALAPPILLY, DIST- THRISSUR,
KERALA- 680587,  have changed my
name from SARANYA KV  to
SARANYAK V  for all future purposes
vide Affidavit dated 23/07/2026 before
Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I,  BHAWNA NAYYAR W/O SAN-
JEEV KUMAR R/O C-1/75, SEC-
OND FLOOR,, JANAK PURI,
DELHI-110058 have changed my
name  to VANDANA BUDHIRAJA
for all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, Mohammad Iliyas Aalam S/o Nisar
Ahmad R/o House No-109 Newasi
Post Bahraich Uttar Pradesh-
271872 Have Changed My Name
To Muo Iliyas Aalam Permanently

NAME CHANGE
I, hitherto known as ANISH VERMA
S/O KRISHAN KUMAR  R/O H NO-
141, FIRST FLOOR, RAM NAGAR,
KRISHNA NAGAR, DELHI-110051
have changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as AANISH
VERMA. It is certified that I have
complied with other legal require-
ments in this connection.

NAME CHANGE
I, RAJA S/O ABDUL HAMID KHAN
R/O 41, 3RD FLOOR PUNJABI
MOHALLA ZAMRUDPUR
GREATER KAILASH -1 NEW
DELHI 110048 have changed my
name to RAJA KHAN Permanently
for all future purposes

NAME CHANGE
I, NAGINA W/O RAJA KHAN R/O
41, 3RD FLOOR PUNJABI MOHAL-
LA ZAMRUDPUR  GREATER
KAILASH -1 NEW DELHI 110048
have changed my name to NAGINA
SHAIKH Permanently for all future
purposes

NAME CHANGE
I ZAFARUDDIN S/0 MOHD
JABARDDIN R/0 6342 4TH
FLOOR GALI KHATTA WALI
QURESH NAGAR SADAR BAZAR
DELHI 11006 CHANGED MY
NAME TO MOHD ZAFRUDDIN

NAME CHANGE
I, AMIT SINGH BHASIN S/o Jaspal
Singh R/o D-1/43, Second Floor, Janak
Puri, Delhi-110058, have changed my
name to AMIT SINGH permanently.

NAME CHANGE
I,DHANANJAY S/O AJAY KUMAR
R/O C-45, PARYAVARAN COM-
PLEX, SAIDULAJAB VILLAGE,
DELHI-110030 HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO DHANANJAY KUMAR.

Public Notice 
I, Dilip Kumar Sharma, S/o-Phool
Badan Sharma, R/o- H NO.
115/88, GEETANJALI ENCLAVE
JHARODA KALAN PO JHARODA
KALAN DIST SOUTH WEST
DELHI 110072 state that my
daughter namely Anshika Sharma
was born on 01.11.2014. In all her
Educational documents, the same
date of birth i.e., 01.11.2014 is
mentioned. However, inadvertent-
ly, in the Adhar Card it is recorded
as 01.11.2017. It is submitted that
correct date of birth of my daughter
Anshika Sharma is 01.11.2014.

NAME CHANGE
I, BHAVANSH SINGH S/O INDER-
PAL SINGH residing at H NO-F-
166, LAJPAT NAGAR-I, DELHI-
110024 have changed my name to
BHAVANSH SINGH GUJRAL for
all future purposes. 

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that I,
Tanmay alias Tanmay Abrol S/o
Sunil R/o F-19, Gali No-80,
Mahavir Enclave Part-3, Uttam
Nagar, New Delhi 110059, declare
that my name has been wrongly
written as Tanmay in my school
documents. That my actual name
is Tanmay Abrol, which may be
amended accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
I, Lakhi Chand Ram  S/o Sh. Bachhe
Ram R/o CN-156, Vivekanand Camp
Part-2, Chanakya Puri, New Delhi-
110021 declare that my Son's correct
name is Amarjeet instead of Amarjeet
Kumar. That Amarjeet  and Amarjeet
Kumar are all the names of one and
the same person i.e., my son.

NAME CHANGE
I, ASHA mother of No-15723544A,
Rank-NK, Name-SANAP SANDIP
RAMRAO residing at VILL-
WADZARI, PO-DOMRI, SUB DIST-
PATODA, DIST-BEED, MAHA-
RASHTRA-414204 have changed
my name from ASHA to ASHA RAM-
RAO SANAP for all future purposes
vide Affidavit dated 24/07/2026
before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, SANAP KANCHAN SANDIP wife
of No-15723544A, Rank-NK, Name-
SANAP SANDIP RAMRAO residing
at VILL-WADZARI, PO-DOMRI, SUB
DIST-PATODA, DIST-BEED, MAHA-
RASHTRA-414204 have changed
my name from SANAP KANCHAN
SANDIP to KANCHAN SANDIP
SANAP for all future purposes vide
Affidavit dated 24/07/2026 before
Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, Smt. SARITA W/O Shri RAVI
KHATRI R/O - 835, Om Apartment,
Pocket 2, Sector 14, Dwarka,
NSIT, Dwarka, New Delhi-110078,
have changed my name from
SARITA to SARITA KHATRI.

NAME CHANGE
I, RANJANA SHENDE wife of No.-
14676800A, Rank-HAV, Name-
SHENDE DHANPAL RAMA residing
at VILL-LANZERA, PO-JAMB,
TEHSIL-TUMSAR, DIST-BHAN-
DARA, MAHARASHTRA-441914
have changed my name from RAN-
JANA SHENDE to RANJANA DHAN-
PAL SHENDE for all future purposes
vide Affidavit dated 24/07/2026 before
Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, Aqeel Ahmed S/o Abdul Hafeez
R/o 313/4C, Tulsi Nagar, Rajdhani
Property, Inder Lok, Delhi-110035,
I have changed my name to Mohd
Aqeel for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I,  LATIKA D/O SH. JAWAHAR
BUDHIRAJA R /O H NO-12/71,
BLOCK NO-12, GEETA COLONY,
GANDHI NAGAR, DELHI-110031
have changed my minor daughter
name UMANSHI MEHTA from to
UMANSHI for all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, GAZALA W/O MD HABIBULLAH
R/O V-185 2ND FLOOR KH.NO-
704/23 GALI NO-18 VIJAYPARK MAU-
JPUR DELHI 110053, CHANGED MY
NAME TO GAJALA PARVEEN.

NAME CHANGE
I, Amar Singh S/O Lila Ram, R/O
16/341 E Tank Road, Bapa Nagar,
Karol Bagh, New Delhi 110005,  I
am father and natural guardian of
minor daughter Reet hereby declare
that the name of my daughter has
been changed to Reet Chauhan by
addition of the surname. Henceforth,
she shall be known as Reet
Chauhan for all purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, Aqeel Ahmed S/o Abdul Hafeez
R/o 313/4C, Tulsi Nagar, Rajdhani
Property, Inder Lok, Delhi-110035,
I have changed my name to Mohd
Aqeel for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I,SHABINA BEGUM W/O LUK-

MAN KHAN R/O  H.NO-15 WARD
NO 7 DHIRANKI PALWAL
HARYANA 121102, CHANGED MY
NAME TO MUBINA.

NAME CHANGE
I, MOHAMMAD HABIBULLAH S/O
MD ZYAURAHAMAN R/O B-75
STREET NO 9 NEW MODERN
MANSAROVER PARK SHAH-
DARA 110032, CHANGED MY
NAME TO MD HABIBULLAH.

NAME CHANGE
I, hitherto known as HITESH KUMAR
S/O MOHINDER KUMAR R/O GT-
1,, SECTOR-42, GAUTAM BUDDHA
NAGAR, UTTAR PRADESH-201301
have changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as RUDRAKSH
MOHINDER GROVER.

NAME CHANGE
I, Pawan Kumar, S/O Ashok
Khandelwal, R/O E-5/71, 2nd Floor
and 3rd Floor, Sector-16 Rohini,
Delhi- 110085 have changed my
name to Pawan Khandelwal for all
future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, Nikhlesh, S/O Ashok
Khandelwal, R/O E-5/71, 2nd Floor
and 3rd Floor, Sector-16 Rohini,
Delhi- 110085 have changed my
name to Nikhlesh Khandelwal for
all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I,Shubhanghi Khandelwal, W/O
Nikhlesh Khandelwal , R/O E-5/71,
2nd and 3rd Floor, Sector-16
Rohini, Delhi- 110085 have
changed my name to Mehak
Khandelwal for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, Ashok Kumar, S/O Shiv Charan Lal,
R/O E-5/71, 2nd and 3rd
Floor,Sector-16 Rohini, Delhi- 110085
have changed my name to Ashok
Khandelwal for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, Sanjay Khosla, S/O Prem Kumar
Khosla, R/O B3/101, Tulip Grand
Apartment , Sector-35, Sonipat-
131001have changed my name to Sanjay
Kumar Khosla for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, Sanja Khosla, S/O Prem Kumar Khosla,
R/O B3/101, Tulip Grand Apartment ,
Sector-35, Sonipat- 131001have
changed my name to Sanjay Kumar
Khosla for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, Gopal, S/O Jagdish Chander, R/O
1st Floor, HNO 127, G Block, Phase
1, Ashok Vihar, Delhi- 110052 have
changed my name to Gopal Bansal
for all further purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, Kum Babita, W/O Pawan
Khandelwal, R/O E-5/71, 2nd and 3rd
Floor, Sector-16 Rohini , Delhi- 110085
have changed my name to Vandana
Khandelwal for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, Richa Goyal, W/O Gopal Bansal, 
R/O G-127, First Floor, Phase 1,
Ashok Vihar, Delhi- 110052 have
changed my name to Richa Bansal
for all further purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, Jagdish Chander Aggarwal, S/O
Kedar Nath Aggarwal, R/O House
No-127, 1st Floor, BLK G, Ashok
Vihar Phase 1, Delhi-110052 have
changed my name to Jagdish
Chander for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, Priyadarshini, W/O Vinay
Paliwal, R/O BP- 139, Shalimar
Bagh, Delhi- 110088 have changed
my name to Priyadarshini Paliwal
for all future purposes.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby given to the
General Public that Shri Ram
Sanjeevan was the owner of First
Floor Without Roof/Terrace Rights,
area measuring 50 Sq. Yards,
Property Bearing Portion of Plot
Number - 15 & 16, Out of Khasra
No. 58/13, Situated in the Revenue
Estate of Village Hastsal, Delhi
State Delhi And The Colony Known
as Shakti Vihar, Block - A, Mohan
Garden, Uttam Nagar, New Delhi
–110059, by virtue of ATS & Regd.
Will dated 23.10.2009, duly regd. as
Doc. No. 7722, executed by Shri
Anand Kumar S/o Shri Narain
Singh(Narain Deen), in favour of
Shri Ram Sanjeevan S/o Shri
Narain Singh (Narain Deen),
Unfortunately Shri Ram Sanjeevan
died on 15.11.2015, Thereafter, a
N o t a r i z e d R e l i n q u i s h m e n t
Deed/Release Deed dated
22.09.2020, were executed by Shri
Sachin. ShriSamrat Verma, Shri
Ashok Verma all sons of Late Shri
Ram Sanjeevan and Smt. Jyoti
Verma, Smt. Dolly Verma, Smt.
Bharti Verma all daughters of Late
Shri Ram Sanjeevan in favour of
their mother Smt. Kamlesh Kumar
W/o Late Shri Ram Sajjewan, The
mother is now selling the property
and in the property chain SMC is
not available with the seller and said
property to be sold to Shri Satpal
Singh S/o Shri Kanwar Singh and
same to be finance by Shubham
Housing Development Finance
Company Ltd., General public here-
by informed that if anybody has any
charge/interest/title in the said prop-
erty or any kind of dispute kindly
inform the undersigned in writing on
the below mentioned address within
07 days of the present.

Rahul Raj, Advocate,
SGRR Associates 

LLP B-01, Plot no. 20, 
Kaushambi near HDFC Bank, U.P.

E-MAIL:
sgrrassociatesllp@gmail.com 

Ph: 8130309204 

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE is hereby given to public
at large that my client Mr. Nikhil
Ranjan Dutta is purchasing the
PLOT NO: C-15/1/7-A, AREA
MEASURING 56 SQ.YDS., OUT
OF KHASRA NO. 15/20, & 15/21,
SITUATED IN THE REVENUE
ESTATE OF VILLAGEGOELA
KHURD, DELHI STATE DELHI,
COLONY KNOWN AS "SHYAM
VIHAR" PHASE-II, NAJAFGARH,
NEW DELHI 110043  from Sumit
Rana who is the owner of the prop-
erty from General Power of
Attorney, Agreement to Sell & WILL
dated 18/07/2023 and Intend to
mortgage the said property with
Aditya Birla Housing Finance
Ltd. If any person(s) has/have any
objection(s) or claim(s) with
respect to the right, title or interest
in the said property may please
contact us within 07 days from the
date of this notice on the number &
address mentioned herein below,
failing which my client(s) shall not
be held responsible in any manner
whatsoever.

Khaitan & Khaitan
Plot No. 100 ,1st floor

Okhla Phase III, New Delhi
Ph. No: 011-49774545

Cow smuggler arrested after
brief encounter in Nuh

Gurugram: Nuh police arrested a cow smuggler
after a brief exchange of fire in the Ujina-Sangel canal
bank area on Wednesday morning. The accused sus-
tained gunshot injuries to his leg and was admitted to
Nalhar Medical College for treatment. Police recovered
five cattle allegedly being transported in a pickup vehi-
cle, along with an illegal firearm and cartridges, from
the spot. An FIR has been registered at Sadar Nuh
police station. According to police, a team of the Nuh
Cow Smuggling Staff, led by Inspector Dr Sunil Kumar,
had set up a barricade near the canal bank area after
receiving information about cattle being transported in
a vehicle. Police said a pickup vehicle was signalled to
stop, but the driver allegedly broke through the barri-
cade and sped away. A chase followed, during which the
accused in the vehicle opened fire at the police team.
The suspects later got out of the vehicle and tried to
escape on foot while firing, police said. During retaliato-
ry action, one accused was shot in the leg and was sub-
sequently nabbed.
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space. The retreat in Parliament’s deliberative role is plain Protests rent the air at both ends of Delhi’s Sansad Marg as 
in the decreasing time for or denial of debate on crucial legislators and agitators demanded debate and action on 
topics. Outside, the anxiety is not just about glitches in the country’s exams mess. What began on Monday as a 
medical entrance exams, but in a series of derailed students’ protest became a full-fledged political drama on 
recruitment drives. As the future of lakhs of families is Tuesday with the principal opposition party jumping into 
held hostage to incompetence, apathy and corruption in a the fray. As the Leader of the Opposition staged an 
job-starved economy, there is an unmistakable feeling unprecedented sit-in before the Prime Minister’s 
that the government is unable to address their genuine residence along with the Chief Ministers of Kerala and 
concerns.Action is required on all sides. The government Karnataka, the government sent an emissary to mediate. 
must engage in earnest with the protestors and plan However, matters remained unresolved at the end of 
enough House time for a thorough debate. The opposition Tuesday.The evening before, despair was writ large on the 
must participate continuously in making education work faces of thousands of battered young protestors who had 

weather to gather again on Tuesday. for all, not just when protests reach a crescendo. The gathered on the Cockroach Janta Party’s call demanding 
Solidarity marches were reported from Mumbai, Kolkata, sacking of a minister would be a mark of accountability, resignation of the Union education minister and 

Bengaluru, Hyderabad, Kochi, Pune and Panjim. Thus, but it would not cure systemic ills. Most importantly, compensation for the families of those who had died by 
what CJP co-founder Abhijeet Dipke admitted had started citizens staring aghast at the disproportionate response to suicide because of exam scandals. Though they were 
as a joke playing on a loose remark has become a lightning peaceful protests must vote on the issues raised. Only then mostly demanding a fairer shot at the future, they got 
rod for dissent. Both in Parliament and on the streets, there can the pledge made at the midnight hour of independence lathi-charged and tear-gassed. Despite the temporary 
is growing frustration at the shrinkage of democratic be substantially redeemed.detention of 70-odd protestors, they braved inclement 

Missing: Second 
demographic bonus

Go beyond marks at PTMs

Agitations highlight angst at shrinkage of democratic space

For a decade, India’s demographic arithmetic has 
been a great source of optimism. A swelling 
working-age population, shrinking share of 
dependent children and still-small elderly cohort 
together promised a demographic dividend—the 
growth that arrives when a country has far more 
producers than mouths to feed. 
But a quieter demographic signal is now flashing 
red. Even as the share of Indians of working age is 
climbing to a peak, the country’s households are 
saving less than they have in nearly two decades. 
The puzzle strikes at the heart of how 
demographers think about saving.
In 1985, Franco Modigliani won the Nobel for his 
life-cycle hypothesis, which held that people do not 
simply spend what they earn each year. They 
borrow when young, save through their prime 
working years and draw on those savings in old 
age. Scaled up, the theory carries a striking 
implication: a country’s saving rate is written less 
by how wealthy it is than by how its people are 
distributed across the life-cycle. Ronald Lee and 
Andrew Mason later drew out a sequel with the 
‘second demographic dividend’. If the first 
dividend is the mechanical rise in output per person 
that comes from a rising share of working-age 
people, the second is subtler and not guaranteed: 
the wealth those workers accumulate as they 
anticipate old age. It materialises only where the 
age structure meets the institutions—pensions, 
formal finance, functioning labour markets—that 
let the instinct to save harden into investable 
assets.Set India’s numbers against that framework 
and the age-structure and saving rate are moving in 
opposite directions. The working-age share has 
risen from around 58 percent at the turn of the 
century to nearly 65 percent today, and the UN 
projects it will keep climbing into the 2040s before 
the country begins to age. By Modigliani’s logic, 
household saving should be rising in step. Instead it 
has fallen sharply—from a peak equivalent to 
roughly a third of disposable income around the 
late 2000s to about a fifth today. The demographic 
tailwind is at its strongest just as the saving it is 
meant to generate fades.
The contrast sharpens when India is set beside 
economies it hopes to emulate. East Asia is the 
canonical proof of Modigliani’s logic, not its 
exception: Japan, South Korea and later China all 
saved massively as their working-age shares 
crested, converting a youthful age structure into a 
deep pool of investable wealth. Japanese and 
Korean households sustained saving rates in the 
mid-teens or higher through their bulge decades; 
China’s household saving climbed toward a third 
of disposable income as its dependency ratio fell. 
When those rates finally turned down, they did so 
for the reason the theory predicts—ageing 
populations spending what they had banked.India 
inverts the sequence. Its saving rate is sliding while 
its working-age share is still climbing. 
Comparative work by Gerald Bloom and co-
authors on Japan, China and India finds that 
demographic transitions explain much of the 
divergence in these three nations’ saving paths. 
India’s break from the pattern is precisely what 
makes it worth explaining. 
If age structure cannot account for the fall, then the 
cause must lie in the incomes and institutions that 
are supposed to turn a young workforce into savers. 
So why is a young India saving like an old one? 
Three answers stand out—each a story about the 
population.The first is that the demographic bulge 
has not become a productive one. The life-cycle 
model assumes that the people crowding into the 
prime-age brackets are at the peak of their earning 
power. In India that link is weak. Much of the 
working-age surge is concentrated among the 
young, the informally employed and the 
underemployed, whose incomes are too thin and 
too volatile to leave a surplus.Half of the potential 
workforce is largely missing: female labour-force 
participation, though rising, remains low and 
heavily informal. It reminds us that a working-age 
population is not the same as a working population, 
and only the second one saves.

ZVikram-1 rocket demonstrates Skyroot Aerospace’s orbital launch capability

but as an opportunity to understand and discuss the earnest. In pilot programmes across parts of Tamil IN most Indian schools, the parent-teacher meeting 
child's learning, well-being and development. But to Nadu and Odisha, schools have introduced a simple unfolds with ritualistic predictability — teachers sit 
be able to do that, we need to expand our vocabulary, well-being form that teachers fill before each PTM, across parents, armed with marksheets, notebooks, 
our language, our expectations, and our purpose for noting observed emotional changes, social behaviour and brief comments about their child's academic 
these conversations. or red flags. Parents are encouraged to reflect not just performance and the phrases we hear more often are - 

on homework routines but on sleep, irritability and "She's scoring well, but needs to improve in math." There is a deeply ingrained belief, that emotional well-

emotional responses at home. This shift might seem "He's talkative in class." "We expect better next being is the family's domain and academic 

subtle but an important one: from evaluation to time." Parents nod, ask a few questions, sometimes achievement is what should concern a school. 

conversation.The mental health of children is not a push for grades, and then move on.So the Unfortunately, the truth is heartbreaking. A child 

matter of isolated crises and it should never conversation majorly is around academics and 
be. It is a matter of everyday attention, and specifically around individual scores. What is 
PTMs offer one of the few institutional almost never asked in these meetings, and 
opportunities to make that attention visible, almost never answered, is how the child is 
consistent and shared. It is extremely feeling: not just in terms of stress or attention 
important to normalise mental health in span, but as a growing, thinking, emotionally 
parent-teacher conversations because it helps complex human being.
us to recognise that children are not simply This silence around the emotional lives of 

vessels to be filled with grades, but students is not only a cultural oversight, it 

individuals who are undergoing emotional reflects a deeper structural divide between what 

growth, often turbulent, often confusing, and we define as education and what we believe isn't 

shaped by both school and home.a part of it. Academic outcomes are treated as 
PTMs are also a means to model emotional the ultimate goal of schooling, and everything 

literacy for parents, many of whom never had else - friendships, mood swings, anxiety, social 
the vocabulary or permission to speak about withdrawal, emotional outbursts, is treated as 
such matters during their own upbringing. either irrelevant or inconvenient. This results in 
This approach is not meant only for children narrowing of the child's identity to a report struggling with undiagnosed anxiety may avoid 

who are "underperforming." A high-achieving student card.According to the World Health Organization, participation, underperform in exams, or withdraw in 
may also be struggling with perfectionism without nearly 14 per cent of children and adolescents class, a student facing bullying or low self-esteem 
anyone ever noticing. A child who appears quiet in the globally experience a mental health disorder, and may show signs of defiance or distraction - which are 
classroom, may be coping with family stress. A most cases go undiagnosed or untreated. In India, often seen as non-negotiables in a school setup.
student who seems like socially confident may still government data shared in the Lok Sabha in March Any attempt to understand such behaviour requires 
feel emotionally unsupported. Thus, emotional 2026 showed that the Education Ministry's student understanding the emotional context failing which 
inquiry should not be triggered only by academic helpline Manodarpan, set up during the pandemic in the teachers are left to interpret behaviour through the 
concern; it should be part of the educational 2020, received over 3.3 lakh calls in six years.Nearly lens of discipline or diligence alone. Many parents, 
fabric.This does not call for a radical overhaul. All it 70 per cent of those calls came from children in too, are unaware of how their child presents socially 
requires is a reframing. What if, alongside math Classes VI to VIII, and the government noted that or emotionally in school: whether the child works 
scores, teachers shared a few sentences about a child's some calls involved suicidal ideation, which were well in groups, shows fear around authority, or 
peer relationships or emotional growth? At the PTM, referred for crisis intervention. The data makes one isolates during lunch.These are questions that never 
what if parents, instead of asking "What's the rank?" thing clear: emotional distress in children is real and enter the PTM discussion, yet they are essential to 
asked "How is my child relating to others?" or "Does something that needs immediate attention. These understand a child's overall well-being. While we 
she seem happy in school?"When we ask about a challenges typically emerge well before they're acknowledge that teachers are not therapists, and 
child's mood, we do not abandon academic addressed in most parent-teacher conversations. The PTMs are not counselling sessions, the idea is that 
seriousness; we deepen it. Research supports that parent-teacher meeting (PTM), despite its brevity what is needed is not diagnosis of any issue but 
children who feel safe, supported and understood are and limitations, is one of the few spaces where emotional presence. A few minutes spent discussing a 
more likely to learn, explore and take intellectual educators and caregivers come together and, child's temperament, recent mood changes, or social 
risks, and children whose distress is noticed early are therefore, it holds real potential, and should not be interactions can open the door to early intervention 
more likely to recover, adapt and grow.reduced to a forum for discussing academic progress, and support.Some schools have begun in the right 

A child who appears quiet in the classroom, may be coping with family stress. A student who seems like socially confident may still feel emotionally unsupported

production, lower costs and more frequent NDIA’s private space sector has entered an exciting phase 
launches — an important requirement for the with Skyroot Aerospace’s launch of Mission Aagaman, 
rapidly growing small-satellite market.The the maiden flight of its Vikram-1 rocket. Built, designed 
maiden mission is the first of three planned and tested by the Hyderabad-based startup with 
developmental flights. It will qualify the rocket infrastructure support from the Indian Space Research 
for future commercial missions.Vikram-1 has Organisation (ISRO), the rocket placed multiple 
four stages. The first three use solid-propellant payloads into low-Earth orbit.It marks an important step 
motors to lift the rocket into space. The fourth in India’s commercial space programme, made possible 
stage, called the Orbital Adjustment Module, uses by ISRO and the Indian National Space Promotion and 
liquid propulsion. It performs the final orbital Authorisation Centre (IN-SPACe). The mission reflects 
insertion and can continue operating after the India’s changing strategy towards the space sector.

Under the new space policy, government agencies are payloads are released, carrying out experiments 
increasingly expected to act as partners and enablers or demonstrating new technologies. Such 
while private companies develop commercial products restartable upper stages are becoming 
and services.Skyroot is one of the nearly 400 space increasingly important because they can deploy 
startups that have emerged after India opened its space multiple satellites more accurately and support 
sector to private participation. Founded by young ex- technology demonstrations after the main mission 
ISRO engineers, the company has developed Vikram-1, is complete.The mission carries several 
named after Vikram Sarabhai, the father of India’s space technology-demonstration payloads. SCOPE 
programme. The four-stage launch vehicle is built to (3U), developed by Skyroot, will test 
place small satellites into low-Earth orbit. technologies for the company’s future missions 

and also carry an Earth-imaging camera. Small satellites have transformed access to space over the 
SOLARAS S3, built by Grahaa Space, will past decade. Around 1,200 such satellites were launched 
demonstrate the company’s nanosatellite bus.worldwide in 2020. By 2024, this number had risen to 

around 2,800. Small satellites accounted for nearly 97% It also carries Embrace, developed by Cosmoserve frequently. This has created a growing demand for rocket’s efficiency.
of all spacecraft launched that year. Universities use Space. It uses soft-robotic petals and a deployable dedicated launch vehicles such as Vikram-1. Vikram-1 also features India’s first fully 3D-printed 
them for research and startups deploy them for Earth capture target to test a new actuation mechanism. The 

Instead of waiting for space on larger rockets, customers rocket engines. Built using additive manufacturing, 
observation and communication services, while technology could eventually be used to capture and 

can book dedicated launches into the orbit best suited to engine parts that once had to be made separately and 
governments rely on them for weather forecasting, remove space debris.The mission also has several 

their missions. Vikram-1 has been developed to serve assembled can now be produced as a single component. 
disaster monitoring and environmental studies.Rapid symbolic and commercial payloads. These include 

this growing market.One of Vikram-1’s distinguishing This optimises manufacturing, shortens production 
advances in electronics render satellites technologically miniature sculptures of Vikram Sarabhai, APJ Abdul 

features is its major use of carbon-fibre composite time, reduces costs and improves reliability by cutting 
outdated within a few years. Rather than operating a few Kalam and CV Raman, created by artist Ajay Kumar 

structures. Carbon-fibre composites are as strong as t h e  n u m b e r  o f  j o i n t s  a n d  c o m p o n e n t s .  
large satellites for 15 years or more, many organisations Mattewada.Skyroot first demonstrated its capabilities in 

metal but much lighter. Every kilogram saved in the GeographicReferenceTogether, lightweight composite 
now prefer constellations of smaller satellites in low- November 2022 with Vikram-S, India’s first privately 

rocket’s structure can be used to carry more payload or materials and additive manufacturing exemplify a 
Earth orbit that can be upgraded and replaced more developed rocket to reach space. 

reduce the amount of propellant needed, improving the broader shift in rocket engineering towards faster 

India’s space startup drive takes off

As the future of lakhs of families is held hostage to incompetence, apathy and corruption in a job-starved economy, there is an unmistakable feeling that 

the government is unable to address genuine public concerns
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Health

The mysterious condition of burning tongue, 
and how you can ease the pain
For close to four months, 42-year-old 
Andheri resident Roma Patel felt like a fire-
eater. The homemaker was battling a mouth-
on-fire feeling, marked by a sudden burning 
sensation on the tip of her tongue and the roof 
of the mouth that she'd get in the evenings, 
and experience a dull metallic taste through 
the day.
Patel, a tea lover, put it down to the piping hot 
black tea she'd sip each evening. But a 
medical examination pointed to her severe 
vitamin B12 deficiency coupled with a nerve 
injury due to a nasty ear infection that she 
had suffered a few months ago.
Bandra-based pain specialist Dr Raashi 
Khatri-Panjabi diagnosed it as the Burning 
Mouth Syndrome (BMS), medically also 
termed glossodynia. Medical journals 
describe it as a scalding painful sensation in 
the tongue, lips, palate, or throughout the 
mouth where no underlying dental or 
medical cause can be identified.
Although it can be a primary illness by itself, 
sometimes, says the doctor who specialises 
in oro-facial pain, it can point to an 
underlying condition. Dr Ashok Dhoble, 
orthodontist, who practises at Opera House, 
confirmed that he sees 25 patients with BMS 
every month.
The symptoms Moderate to severe burning 
in the mouth is the main symptom of BMS 
and can persist for months or years. "For 
most patients, the sensation begins late 
morning, peaks towards evening, and often 
subsides by night," says Khatri-Panjabi. 
"While some battle constant pain, for others, 
it's intermittent. It's also linked to anxiety 
and depression, which could be the result of 
their chronic condition," she adds.
Other signs include tingling or numbness on 
the tip of the tongue or in the mouth, bitter or 
metallic changes in taste, and dry mouth 
(medically termed xerostomia) even though 
the salivary glands are functioning fine.
Cause and effect
While BMS can affect anyone, medical 
experts point out that diabetics and post-
menopausal women are more prone to 
developing the condition. Mahim-based 

diabetologist Dr Sonali Patange says, "Poor 
funct ioning of  the  thyroid  gland 
(hypothyroidism) and diabetes is commonly 
associated with dry mouth, due to which 
when patients consume antibiotics, they get a 
burning sensation in their mouth. The mouth 
from the inside looks red and they are unable 
to eat anything, thus resulting in weakness, 
fatigue and weight loss."
Nerve damage due to an ear infection, like in 
Patel's case, is also a common cause. 
"Chorda tympani, the nerve that provides 
sensation to the inner ear also carries 
sensation to the tongue. Therefore, infection 
in the ear may lead to neuropathy and 

resultant alteration of taste sensation as 
well as burning," shares Khatri-Panjabi.
Reflux of stomach acid (gastroesophageal 
reflux disease or GERD) cannot be ruled 
out either, say experts. Consultant 
gastroenterologist at Fortis Hospital in 
Mulund, Dr Purushottam Vashistha, says, 
"The reflux of acid occurs first in the food 
pipe, travelling to the throat and then to the 
oral cavity. People with this condition 
experience burning wherever the reflux 
has travelled. Due to reflux of acid in the 
throat and oral cavity, patients experience 
bitterness and dental caries (cavities) 
along with burning sensations."

Other factors Poor oral hygiene is also a 
trigger. Poorly-fitted dentures or allergies to 
denture material, oral candidiasis (a fungal 
infection in the mouth) as well as, oral herpes 
(caused by the herpes simplex virus) can 
cause the problem, too. Anxiety, depression, 
and its correlated parafunctional activities 
like nocturnal bruxism (grinding of teeth in 
sleep), or a tongue thrusting habit can set the 
mouth ablaze. "Nutritional deficiencies like 
lack of iron, folic acid or various B vitamins 
(predominant among vegetarians) is another 
key factor, as are hormonal changes among 
women undergoing menopause," says 
Khatri-Panjabi.
The diagnosis tests may include - Blood tests 
to look for infection, nutritional deficiencies 
and disorders associated with BMS, such as 
diabetes or thyroid problems
- Nerve testing (quantitative sensory testing) 
to assess nerve damage in the tongue
- Oral swab to check for oral candidiasis
- Allergy testing for materials used in fitting 
dentures (some suggest there is a link 
between BMS and metals like nickel and 
mercury) or certain foods
Classification based on symptoms Type 1: 
Symptoms manifes t  progress ive ly  
throughthe day. Night time symptoms vary. 
Nutritional deficiency and diabetes could 
produce this pattern
Type 2: Intermittent symptoms through the 
day and some people may even have 
symptom-free days. Food allergy is 
suggested as potential cause
Type 3: Patients face continuous symptoms 
and are frequently asymptomatic at night. 
This could be linked to nerve damage.

Tips to soothe your 

Burning tongueBurning tongue

Severe obesity alone can increase 

Morbid obesity appears to stand 
alone as a risk for heart failure, 
but not for other major types of 
heart disease, new research 
has found.
The study involving 
more than 13,000 
people found that 
morbidly obese 
individuals were 
more than two 
t i m e s  m o r e  
likely to have 
heart failure 
t h a n  
c o m p a r a b l e  
people with a 
healthy body 
mass index, after 
accounting for 
h i g h  b l o o d  
pressure, cholesterol 
and blood sugar levels.
The findings suggest that 
even if a patient has normal 
blood sugar, cholesterol and blood 
pressure levels, they may still be at higher r isk of  
developing heart failure if they are severely obese.
"Obesity in our study has emerged as one of the least 
explained and likely most challenging risk factors 
for heart failure because there is no magic pill to 
treat it," said Chiadi Ndumele, Assistant Professor at 
Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine in 
Baltimore, Maryland, US.
Although it is not completely clear why obesity 
alone is linked to heart failure independent of risk 
factors and not to stroke or coronary heart disease, 
Ndumele said that there is evidence to suggest that 

Heart failure riskHeart failure risk

extra body weight exerts a higher 
metabolic demand on the heart and that fat 

cells in the abdomen may even release molecules toxic 
to heart cells.
Obesity has long been known to increase the likelihood 
of high blood pressure, elevated blood cholesterol and 
diabetes -- all established risk factors for heart and blood 
vessel diseases.
Treating and controlling these conditions have formed 
the bedrock strategies for reducing the risk of 
cardiovascular disease, Ndumele said.
To learn if this was truly the case for all types of 
cardiovascular disease, Ndumele and his colleagues 

looked at the medical records of 13,730 people who 
were followed for approximately 23 years to assess 
links between body mass index and heart failure, 
coronary heart disease or stroke.
After the final participant follow-up in 2012, there 
were 2,235 recorded cases of heart failure, 1,653 cases 
of coronary heart disease and 986 strokes.
In their final assessment, the researchers found no 
increase in risk for coronary heart disease or stroke in 
people with obesity. However, they found an 
increased risk for heart failure in obese people.

For every five-
unit higher body mass 

index, there was an almost 30 
percent higher risk of developing heart 

failure across all participants, showed the 
study published in the Journal of the American Heart 
Association.

Are you eating 
adulterated spices?

Scientists and researchers at the Indian Institute of Spices 
Research Kozhikode (IISR) have detected adulteration in 
spices available in the domestic market using DNA 
barcoding. After a series of studies since 2010, IISR 
scientists found that black pepper, chilli powder, turmeric 
powder, cinnamon bark and mace were adulterated using 
plant-based adulterants.

"Of the five samples of nutmeg mace collected from the 
local market in Kozhikode, three were adulterated with 
Bombay mace which is yellow in colour, lacks aroma and is 
of inferior quality and mainly used as a natural dye source. 
Morphological differentiation may be possible between the 
genuine and adulterant commodity in fresh or whole form. 
But discrimination becomes difficult if the sample dries, 
ages and is powdered as they lose their characteristic 
morphological and diagnostic features. Nutmeg mace also 
turns yellow on ageing, fetching a premium price and thus it 
becomes handy for unscrupulous elements to adulterate the 
genuine commodity with the spurious one," said Dr B 
Sasikumar, head of crop improvement and biotechnology 
division, ICARIISR, Kozhikode.

When tested, three out of 10 turmeric samples analysed 
were found to be adulterated with wild turmeric ('manja 
koova') or fillers like cassava starch, wheat or barley 
powder. A similar analysis of nine branded market samples 
of black pepper powder has found out that two were 
adulterated with chilli powder. At the same time, chilli 
powder sold in Kerala markets were adulterated with 
powdered fruits of choti ber. Regarding cinnamon bark, 
adulteration of cassia was found in seven out of 10 market 
samples.

Compared to other conventional analytical tools, DNA 
barcoding is a reliable technology that can accurately detect 
adulteration in spices. The technology uses very short 
sequences of DNA of any given species to detect the purity 
of the sample."Other techniques used for adulterant 
detection of food and agricultural commodities include 
physical methods, chemical or biochemical methods and 
immunoassay. Although they are of considerable value in 
certain instances, they are not suitable for routine 
analyses,"he said.

Standing desks 
may help reduce 
weight in kids

Struggling to shed those extra kilos in your 
kids? Standing desks in schools may prove 
beneficial as they cut down on sedentary 
time in classrooms as well as help reduce 
body mass index (BMI) -- a key indicator 
of obesity -- by an average of 5.24 
percentile points, new research has found.
The findings showed that the students who 
had the stand-biased desks for two years 
averaged a three per cent drop in BMI, 
while those in traditional desks showed the 
two per cent increase typically associated 
with getting older.
However, even those students who spent 
just one year in classrooms with stand-
biased desks had lower mean BMIs than 
those who had traditional seated 

classrooms in 
their third and 
f o u r t h  g r a d e  
years.
In addition, there 
weren't major 
d i f f e r e n c e s  
between boys 
and gir ls ,  or  

between students of different races, 
suggesting that this intervention works 
across demographic groups.
"These types of standing desks encourage 
the students to move instead of being 
forced to sit in poorly fitting, hard plastic 
chairs for six or seven hours of their day," 
said Mark Benden, Associate Professor at 
the Texas A&M School of Public Health, 
US.
Moreover, these standing desks might also 
help students who aren't overweight 
maintain their BMI, while at the same time 
help those who are overweight or obese get 
to a healthier weight, said the paper 
published in the American Journal of 
Public Health.
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