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Sharad Pawar's surprise visit to Shinde
sparks fresh buzz in Maharashtra

Eknath Shinde reprimands Shiv Sena corporator

arrested for assaulting woman doctor

Eknath Shinde reprimanded Shiv Sena corporator Ramesh Mhatre after his arrest for assaulting a
woman doctor and other medical staff at a Thane hospital, as the

distanced itself from the

incident following widespread outrage over a viral video.

Sharad Pawar met Eknath Shinde at the Maharashtra legislature after a committee meeting. The surprise visit has intensified
questions over tensions within the Maha Vikas Aghadi.

Mumbai. (Agency)

Shashikant Shinde.

Deputy Chief Minister Eknath
Shinde has set off intense political
speculation, with observers
viewing it as far more than a
routine courtesy call amid
growing uncertainty within the
opposition Maha Vikas Aghadi
(MVA).

On Wednesday, Pawar was at the
state legislature to attend a
meeting of the high-powered
committee on the long-pending
Maharashtra-Karnataka border
dispute.After the meeting

concluded, the NCP (SP) chief headed straight
to Shinde's chamber, accompanied by senior
party leaders Jayant Patil, Jitendra Awhad and

Row Over Punjab
Dearness Allowance, BJP
Accuses AAP Of Denying
Dues

New Delhi. (Agency)

A fresh political confrontation has
erupted in Punjab over pending
Dearness Allowance (DA) arrears,
with the Bharatiya Janata Party
accusing the Bhagwant Mann
government of withholding benefits
owed to lakhs of government
employees and pensioners.

The BJP alleged that the Aam Aadmi
Party government is using financial
constraints as a reason to delay
payments despite a recent Punjab
and Haryana High Court ruling that
underscored the legal nature of the
entitlement.

Addressing the issue, Punjab BJP
president Kewal Singh Dhillon
claimed that employees who were
promised relief before the 2022
Assembly elections are still waiting
for their dues."Employees and
pensioners have shown patience for
years, but they continue to be
denied what is rightfully theirs.

CM Hemnat Soren calls for
knowledge-driven economy
as Jharkhand charts Vision
2050

RANCHI. (Agency)

Jharkhand Chief Minister Hemant
Soren on Tuesday said the state
should move beyond being known
only for its mineral wealth and
transform into a knowledge-driven
economy, as the government
sought suggestions from industry
leaders, technology firms and
policy experts for its Vision 2050
roadmap.

Inaugurating a two-day National
Stakeholders Consultation jointly
organised by the state's
Information Technology,
Industries and Tourism
Departments, Soren said the
convergence of traditional
knowledge and modern technology
would drive Jharkhand's future
development.

“Jharkhand should be known not
only for its mines but also for its
minds. Our identity must extend
beyond resources to research,
beyond extraction to innovation
and beyond growth to broad-
based, inclusive and sustainable
development. Alongside our rich
natural resources, we must give
equal importance to research,
innovation and a knowledge-based
economy,” the Chief Minister said.

According to his office, the Deputy Chief
An unexpected meeting between NCP (SP) Minister paused the meeting upon learning of
president Sharad Pawar and Maharashtra Pawar's arrival, welcomed the veteran leader

A

with a shawl and bouquet, and spent around 15
minutes with him before returning to the
cabinet meeting.
Pawar, however, remained in the chamber for

some more time to interact with his party
legislators.While neither leader disclosed what
transpired during the meeting, and Shinde's
office described it as merely a courtesy call, its
timing has fuelled intense political
speculation.The meeting has also drawn
attention because Pawar chose to meet
Shinde instead of Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis, widely regarded as
the Mahayuti alliance's principal

L

strategist.

Shinde's camp.

political battles.

The interaction comes at a delicate time
for the opposition MVA, comprising the
Congress, NCP (SP) and Shiv Sena (UBT),
which has been grappling with internal
strains following the defection of six
Uddbav Thackeray-led Sena MPs to

The development has triggered fresh concerns
over the alliance's cohesion ahead of future

Mumbai. (Agency)

hitting him on the head with
herhand.

It is inappropriate to hit

not endorsing his action,"

Speaking to reporters at
Vidhan Bhavan, Samant said,
"Our party's line is very clear.

woman doctor. Many in the
Shiv Sena, as well as the state
health minister, have stressed
that such an assault was
wrong."He said the deputy
chief minister had rightly
reprimanded the Sena
corporator. "There was no political intervention, which means we are

Maharashira Deputy Chief Minister Eknath Shinde has reprimanded
Shiv Sena corporator Ramesh Mhatre, who was arrested for assaulting a
woman doctor and other medical staff at a hospital in Thane district,
state Industries Minister Uday Samant said on Thursday.

The incident triggered widespread outrage after a video of the assault
wentviral. The footage show

ed Mhatre slapping and punching a doctor,
a register, and striking a woman doctor on

a

Samant said.The assault took place on

Monday evening at the Shastri Nagar Hospital run by the Kalyan
Dombivli Municipal Corporation. Doctors Srishti Bawiskar and Vaibhav

Salunkhe had advised the relatives of a newborn to shift the baby to

another facility because the
Care Unit,

Calcutta High Court allows TMC to operate
frozen bank accounts with restrictions

Court has allowed TMC to temporarily operate its frozen bank accounts under strict supervision, ohserving that there was insufficient
material to justify the police's decision to freeze them shortly after the FIR was registered.

Kolkata. (Agency)

The Calcutta High Court on Wednesday
allowed the Trinamool Congress (TMC) to
temporarily operate three of its frozen
bank accounts for routine party expenses
under the supervision of a Special Officer,
observing that it was not satisfied with the
material placed by the police to justify
freezing the accounts.A single bench of
Justice Saugata Bhattacharya appointed
retired Calcutta High Court judge Justice
Subrata Talukdar as Special Officer to

oversee transactions until September 30,

Under the arrangement, withdrawals will
be permitted only for the party's day-to-day
functioning, as outlined in the

supplementary affidavit filed by the TMC,
and no other expenditure will be allowed.
The court directed that cheques must be
signed by two authorised office-bearers of
the Trinamool Congress and countersigned
by the Special Officer before being
presented tothe bank.

While permitting limited transactions, the
High Court said it was unable, at this
interim stage, to find sufficient material
supporting the police's decision to freeze
the accounts shortly after the registration
of an FIR.

Even a dog wouldn't...: Fadnavis slams
Opposition over '"Missing Link' criticism

he Chief Minister's remarks come amid a

olitical row tri

ered after traffic was disrupted on the Missing Link section on Monday amid

heavy rain, forcing authorities to suspend vehicular movement for over 18 hours hefore restoring it.

Maharashira. (Agency)

Maharashtra Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis tore into the opposition and
critics for attacking the Mumbai-Pune
Expressway's Missing Link project, saying
"even a dog wouldn't acknowledge" those
abusing the project after a rain-triggered
landslide raised questions over its
durability.

Defending the Rs 7,000-crore project,
Fadnavis accused critics of spreading
misinformation and warned that while he
could tolerate personal attacks, attempts to
"defame Maharashtra" would not be

spared.The Chief Minister's remarks come
amid a political row triggered after traffic
was disrupted on the Missing Link section
on Monday amid heavy rain, forcing
authorities to suspend vehicular

movement for over 18 hours before
restoring it.Replying to a debate in the
Legislative Assembly on Wednesday, he
accused his critics of deliberately
attempting to tarnish the state's image
after a rain-triggered landslide
temporarily disrupted traffic on the newly
inaugurated expressway section earlier
this week."People whom even a dog
wouldn't acknowledge are now taking to
social media to hurl abuses at everyone,
including the Chief Minister. Some hired
stooges were writing about the '"Missing
Link' on social media in exchange for
money.

re was no space in the Neonatal Intensive

In1st visit to Karur as CM, Vijay
to hand over jobs to

stampede victim families
Tamil Nadu. (Agency)

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister C Joseph
Vijay will make his first visit to Karur
on Thursday since assuming office,
combining a major rehabilitation
initiative for families affected by the
September 2025 stampede that killed
41 people. The BJP, however, has
accused the TVK government of
politicising relief measures.

The Chief Minister is scheduled to
hand over government appointment
orders on compassionate grounds to
32 members of families who lost
relatives in the stampede that
occurred during a TVK election
campaign event.

One eligible member from each
affected family will receive a
government job as part of the state's
rehabilitation package.

Vijay is also expected to personally
interact with the families at the
District Collectorate before addressing
a public gathering in the district.
During the visit, the Chief Minister will
also lay the foundation stone for a
footwear manufacturing facility. The
Rs 1,700-crore project is expected to
generate around 13,500 jobs and is
being projected as a major boost to
industrial growth and emplovment in
the region.

BJP QUESTIONS VISIT

The visit has, however, triggered a
political confrontation. State BJP
president Nainar Nagendran
welcomed the decision to provide
government jobs but alleged that the
move was politically motivated.

Uttar Pradesh expands ITIs, ramps up
skill training with Rs 3,634-crore upgrade

New Delhi, (Agency)

Uttar Pradesh is expanding its vocational
training network and upgrading Industrial
Training Institutes (ITIs) as part of a
broader push to build an industry-ready
workforce.The state has 286 government-
run ITIs and more than 3,000 private
institutes, making it one of the country's
largest vocational training ecosystems.
The institutes offer technical and non-
technical courses aimed at preparing
students for jobs in manufacturing,
engineering, automotive and other
industrial sectors.The ITIs operate under
the State Council for Vocational Training,
Uttar Pradesh (SCVTUP) and follow
standards setby the Directorate General of

Training under the Ministry of Skill
Development and Entrepreneurship.
Students can enroll in a range of
trades, including electrician, fitter,
welder, motor mechanic, turner,
machinist and computer operator
and programming assistant (COPA),
among others.

MODERNISATION PUSH

To upgrade vocational education, the
Uttar Pradesh government has
partnered with Tata Technologies Ltd
to modernise government ITIs across
the state.

In the first phase, 149 government ITIs
were equipped with new machinery,
digital infrastructure and updated training
facilities designed to meet the needs of

Industry 4.0.The state Cabinet has now
approved the modernisation of another 62
government ITIs under the same
partnership. The institutes will receive
new laboratories and advanced technical
infrastructure, with training to be offered

through 11 long-term and 23 short-
termindustry-focused courses.

The project involves an investment
of more than Rs 3,634 crore. Tata
Technologies will contribute about
Rs 2,851 crore, while the Uttar
Pradesh government will provide
over Rs 783 crore.

According to the state government,
the upgraded institutes are expected
to benefit around 12,500 students
each year through long- and short-
term training programmes.To
support the expansion, the government
has approved the engagement of 1,065
personnel, including 171 workshop
instructors and 894 trainers.Five Centres
for Innovation and Incubation.
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Two men use fake
papers & seals to secure
bail

Ghaziabad.(Agency)

An FIR has been registered against four people for
allegedly using a forged oath commissioner’s seal
on a bail affidavit submitted before the court of an
additional chief judicial magistrate. The accused,
arrested in a 2023 copyright infringement case in
Modinagar, had allegedly got the fake seal affixed
through their pairokar(an agent or representative)
and bail guarantor to secure bail, police said.

A publisher, Anuj Goyal, had filed a complaint atthe
Modinagar police station on April 29, 2023, alleging
that Sumit Aggarwal and Hitendra Jain had been
selling CBSE computer books from classes I to VIII
using the label of his publication. Police conducted
raids at their depots. One hundred and forty pirated
books were found in Jain’s depot and 21 were seized
from Aggarwal’s shop. They were subsequently
arrested under sections of the Copyright Act, 1957.
The two men were released on bail. However, an
advocate practising in the court, Ankit Mittal,
alleged that Jain and Aggarwal forged the oath
commissioner’s seal, got it attached to their
affidavit with the help of their pairokar and
guarantor and secured their bail. Mittal said faking
the seal of an oath commissioner and affixing it to
the affidavit for obtaining bail is a serious offence.
Kavinagar ACP Suryabali Maurya said an FIR has
been registered against Aggarwal, Jain and their
pairokar and bail guarantor under sections 318(4)
(punishment for cheating), 336(3) (forgery for
cheating), 338 (forgery of valuable security, will,
etc.) and 340(2) (using as genuine a forged
document or electronic record) of BNS. A team has
been formed to investigate the case and the
investigation is underway.

7injured as car rams into
group of children outside
Greater Noida West society

Noida.(Agency)

Five children and a couple were injured after a car
struck a parked scooter outside Panchsheel Greens
and ploughed through a group of children and
parents waiting for a school bus in Greater Noida
Weston Wednesday, police said.

A resident of the society, Nikita, was driving out of
the society to drop her children off at school.
Eyewitnesses claim that she was busy on her phone
and missed the people waiting at the curb. As soon
as she became aware of their presence, she
allegedly panicked and pressed the accelerator
instead of the brake.

The impact knocked down a scooter parked in the
service lane and then ploughed through the
children. Eyewitnesses alleged that one of the girls
had briefly come under the vehicle.

Among the injured were Tina Saxena, her husband,
Swapnil Saxena, their child and several other
children. Tina suffered a head injury, while the
children suffered minor bruises and abrasions.
Police said all the injured were taken for medical
examination and discharged after firstaid.

Police reached the spot soon after and seized the car
involved in the accident. Officers said no written
complaint had been submitted by the injured
people or their families at the time of filing this
report.

Bank to compensate
customer over failed
transaction from 3 years ago

Noida.(Agency)

Three years after an ATM cash withdrawal failed
during a power outage, a district consumer court has
ordered Punjab National Bank (PNB) to refund Rs
10,000 to the customer along with interest and
compensation.

The complaint was filed by Mubarakpur resident
Raman Lal on Jan 6, 2023. He told the commission
that on Oct 3, 2022, at around 3:10 pm, he attempted
to withdraw Rs 10,000 from an ICICI Bank ATM using
his PNB debit card. However, after a power failure
interrupted the transaction and no cash was
dispensed, the amount was debited from his
account. He received both a receipt and an SMS
notification of the withdrawal.

Lal filed a complaint with the PNB call centre at 5:39
pm the same day and was assured the issue would be
resolved within 15 days. When the amount was not
credited back, he filed another complaint on Oct 25,
but received no resolution.“I also submitted an
application to the PNB for CCTV footage of the day I
tried to withdraw money but got no response,” he
said. Additionally, he submitted photocopies of
affidavits and other documents as documentary
evidence in support of his complaint.

As Gurgaon got flooded, many children got stranded
In buses, reached home 5 hours after leaving school

Gurgaon.(Agency)

Schoolchildren were left stranded in
multiple buses that got stuck on
flooded stretches — mostly at Mor
Chowk, Jharsa, Narsinghpur, Sohna
Road and Subhash Chowk — on
Tuesday afternoon as monsoon’s first
heavy spell of rain showed how
quickly the city can become
dysfunctional.

Ittook these students, from classes 4 to
12, four to five hours to get home,
leaving school at 2.30 pm and arriving
only by 7.30 pm, exhausted, hungry
and distressed. Traffic jams and
waterlogging meant parents could not
go and get them either. Children
shared what was left of their lunch —
biscuits, half-eaten sandwiches or
parathas, among themselves. With no

access to washrooms, those who
needed one simply had to hold on,
parents TOI spoke to on Wednesday
said.

A Class 4 student of DAV Public School
in Sector 14, who left school at 2.30
pm, reached home only at 6.15 pm.

She ate lunch around noon, her kﬂ=

mother said, and by the time she
finally walked through the door, she
was famished and close to tears. “For
adults, sitting in traffic is
frustrating,” her mother said. “For a

9-year-old child, sitting inside a bus &

for almost four hours without food or
awashroom is a completely different
experience.”

Across the city, a similar unease was
building, minute by minute, at stops
where schoolbuses did not come at the
scheduled time. Shilpi Verma’s

daughter, a Class 4 student at Shiksha
School, is usually dropped home by
3.20 pm. Verma said the bus arrived at
4.20 pm. “My daughter told me kids on
her bus shared water, biscuits and
leftover snacks with friends as they

waited for the traffic to clear,” she
said.On another bus, younger
children began to cry from hunger as
the hours wore on, and teachers on
board did what they could to soothe

Yellow alert for Gurgaon till July 10, max
temperature drops 9 degrees below normal

Gurgaon.(Agency)

The city will likely see heavy showers
till the weekend, the India
Meteorological Department .
(IMD) said while issuing a [
yellow alert on Wednesday.
Across the state too, there will
be widespread rainfall till July
10, the weather department
has predicted.IMD warned the
active monsoon spell could
trigger waterlogging, traffic
snarls, flooding of low-lying
areas, temporary disruption of
civic services and damage to standing
crops.

It attributed the active weather to a
well-marked low-pressure area over
northwest Madhya Pradesh and

adjoining southwest Uttar Pradesh,

which continues to persist and is likely
to move north-northwestwards over

the next two to three days. A western
disturbance over the northern hills is
also contributing to enhanced rainfall
activity.

For Gurgaon’s tehsil-level nowcast, the

IMD predicted thunderstorms
accompanied by lightning, moderate
rainfall of 5-15 mm per hour and gusty
3 winds of 30-40 kmph over Gurgaon,
Sohna and adjoining areas. The
nowcast, issued at 12.03pm on
Wednesday, remained valid till
3.03pm.

The department advised residents to
~ avoid taking shelter under trees,
| stay away from water bodies, unplug
electrical appliances during
lightning and drive cautiously
because of poor visibility and
slipperyroads.

According to the IMD’s district-wise
forecast, rainfall is likely at most places
(75-100% of weather stations) on
Wednesday and Thursday, before
easing (50-75%) on Friday.

Nurse, his friend cheat elderly couple of Rs

Gurgaon.(Agency)

A 26-year-old male nursing attendant
and his associate were arrested for
allegedly transferring more than Rs
3.14 lakh from an elderly couple’s
bank account to an online sports
betting platform.

The fraud came to light when the
victim’s wife approached the Cyber
Crime police station (East) on April
29, alleging multiple unauthorised
UPI transactions from her account
between April2and April 12.

Police investigations revealed that
Manvendra, 26, the nursing
attendant, and his associate,

Abhishek Kumar Maurya, 25, were
both natives of Uttar Pradesh and
living in Delhi for UPSC exam
preparation. Manvendra was hired
through a placement agency in
Udyog Vihar as a male nursing

3L, then lose money in onlme betting

attendant to care for the
complainant’s ailing husband and
visited the couple’s house daily, from
April1,in Sector 24, DLF Phase III.

“During his visits, he gained access to
the victim’s mobile phone and Paytm
account. Taking advantage of the
access, he reactivated the account
and changed its UPI PIN. This
enabled him to authorise
transactions without the
complainant’s knowledge,” a senior
police officer said.

To steer clear of any suspicion, the
accused carried out all transactions
through the victim’s Wi-Fi and
mobileinternet connection.

them, though there was little to be
done.

Archana Gulati’'s nephew, a Class 9
student who travels from Sun City, left
school at his usual time but sat in the
bus for nearly three hours as it got

= stuck in traffic. “Some of his
| classmates did not reach home until
L 7.30 pm. Imagineleaving home in the
§ morning, attending class all day, and

reaching home late evening,” Gulati

. said. “It is physically and mentally
@ exhausting for children.”Several
% parents said they felt helpless

knowing their children were sitting

somewhere in the city, waiting, while
they themselves were stuck in the
same rain and the same traffic, unable
to do anything but wait too. When the
buses at last began rolling in, many
parents were already at the stops.

Drive to prevent maternal deaths,
track high-risk pregnancies
launched, private hospitals to
offer free postnatal care

Gurgaon.(Agency)

Haryana govt will roll out a
statewide ‘Zero preventable
maternal death pakhwada’ from
July 7 to July 22.

From identifying and closely
monitoring high-risk pregnancies
to ensuring round-the-clock
emergency obstetric care,
adequate blood supplies, timely
referrals and free postnatal check-
ups at private hospitals, the
fortnight-long campaign aims at
“eliminating” preventable
maternal deaths.

The campaign comes on the back of
Haryana making significant
progress in reducing maternal
mortality. According to the latest
sample registration system (SRS)
estimates, the state’s maternal
mortality ratio (MMR) has declined
from 106 maternal deaths per one
lakh live births in 2019-21 to 89 in
2020-22, and remained at 89 in the
2021-23 estimates, close to the
national average of 88.

Alongside the maternal health
campaign, the state has also
launched ‘Muskan se matritva tak’,
making oral health screening
mandatory for every pregnant
woman visiting govt health
facilities on Pradhan Mantri
Surakshit Matritva Abhiyan
(PMSMA) and ePMSMA days. Free
oral health screening services will
be available at govt health facilities
on the 9th, 10th, 23rd and the last
working day of every month.The
health department has also sought
support from Indian Medical
Association (IMA) and Federation
of Obstetric and Gynaecological
Societies of India (FOGSI), Haryana
chapter, to strengthen maternal
healthcare beyond govt facilities.

NHAI shuts 4 illegal NH-9 cuts, residents push back

Ghaziabad.(Agency)

National Highways Authority of
India (NHAI), acting on
Supreme Court orders to shut
illegal accesses along NH-9 and
Delhi-Meerut Expressway
(DME), has run into resistance
from residents who removed
barriers installed to block such
cuts.

NHAI had identified 110
unauthorised accesses along the
roughly 20-km stretch of the NH-
9 and DME from UP Gate to
Dasna, and closed at least four at
Aditya World City, Wave City
and Aradhyam with jersey
barriers placed on the
intervening night of Sunday. By
Monday morning, residents had
removed the barriers to let
vehicles through, the official
said.

Officials said NHAI has flagged
the violations to the district
administration and traffic

police, and that FIRs would be
filed against those responsible.
Pravin Kumar, a resident of Wave
City, said the township’s
proximity to NH-9 and DME had
been a key selling point when
developers marketed the flats,
and that residents invested in
the project for this access. With
the exit suddenly closed and no
alternative route provided,
residents had no option but to
remove the barriers themselves,
hesaid, adding that NHAIshould

have planned for this before
acting.

Kiran Rai, another resident, said
nearly 15,000 people live across
the two townships, and closing
the exit had left them effectively
cut off, with residents, office-
goers, students and school buses
all dependent on the same
access point.

The NHAI official said the
closures were not without
reason, and that residents with
grievances should approach the

authority to resolve them rather
than removing the barricades,
which was unacceptable.The
Supreme Court’s April 13 order
came in a suo motu case
triggered by the deaths.
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The police said both accused were
produced before the court.

The Sikh Times

New Delhi: In a major
boost to India’s innova-
tion, manufacturing and
biotechnology sectors,
the Indian Institute of
Technology Delhi (IT
Delhi), in partnership
with the ICICI
Foundation, has inaugu-
rated two state-of-the-art
facilities aimed at acceler-
ating research, entrepre-
neurship and technology
development. The newly
upgraded Foundation for
Smart Manufacturing
(FSM) Lab and the
enhanced Bio Innovation
Lab under BioNEST were
inaugurated at IIT Delhi.
The two facilities are
expected to serve as inno-
vation hubs for students,
researchers, start-ups,
innovators and MSMEs
by providing access to
advanced infrastructure
for research, prototyping,
testing, validation and
skill development. The ini-
tiative aims to strengthen

India’s capabilities in
smart  manufacturing,
biotechnology and

advanced bio-manufactur-
ing while supporting the
development of future-
ready technologies. The
upgraded FSM Lab has
been developed as part of
IIT Delhi’s vision to

advance Industry 4.0 tech-
nologies and strengthen
India’s manufacturing

competitiveness.
Equipped with advanced
manufacturing systems,
automation technologies
“ ] -

[ 1

and rapid prototyping
capabilities, the facility
will help start-ups and
MSMESs transform ideas
into market-ready prod-
ucts. The lab will also
offer hands-on training,
skilling and certification
programmes to prepare a
workforce for the evolving
demands of modern
industry. The enhanced
Bio Innovation Lab will
further expand the capa-
bilities of BioNEST, IIT
Delhi’s  biotechnology
incubator managed

One dead, three hurt in

accident in Faridabad

Gurugram: In a tragic accident, a man was killed and three
others seriously injured when a speeding SUV collided with a
sedan on the service lane of the Delhi-Mumbai Expressway in
Faridabad. The sedan was destroyed in the crash. An FIR has

NAME CHANGE
I, Divesh Kumar Singhal, SIO SH
Shivnath Singhal, R/O C-284A 4th
Floor, Sushant Lok-I, C-Block, Sector-
43, Chakarpur, Gurgaon, Haryana-
122002 have changed my name to
Divesh Singhal for all further purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, Navmeet Kaur Makkar, D/O
Gurdeep Singh Makkar, R/O 30-D,
Palam Vihar B.D Mil Ambala Cantt,
Ambala,Haryana-133001 have
changed my name to Navmeet Kaur
for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, Nitin S/O Gangeshwar Nath R/O H
No-293/1, Gali No-8, New Railway
Road, Adarsh Nagar Gurgaon
Haryana 122001 |, Have Changed My
name To Nitin Tiwari

NAME CHANGE
I SITARAM, S/O SHIV NARAYAN, R/O
H NO 83 FIRST FLOOR G PLUS 3
SOCIETY, SECTOR 15, OMAXE CITY,
PO: Bahadurgarh, District: Jhaijjar,
State: Haryana, PIN Code: 124507
have changed my name to SITA RAM
GOYAL for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, VIJAY KUMAR S/o, MUNSI RAM
ARORA, R/o, E-37A FLAT NO. 05,
E-BLOCK RAJOURI GARDEN,
DELHI-110027, have changed my
name to VIJAY KUMAR ARORA
permanently

Public Notice
It is for general information that I,
Vipin Kala S/o Brij Mohan R/o 2-E-
93, B, Kamna Sector -2, Vaishali,
|.E. Sahibabad, Ghaziabad, Uttar
Pradesh - 201010 declare that
name of my minor daughter has
been wrongly written as Garima
Kala in my minor daughter namely
Gareema Kala aged 14 years in her
School Records. The actual name of
my minor daughter is Gareema Kala

NAME CHANGE
I VIKAS S/O KRISHNA LAL R/O
1797 SOHAN GUNJ LEELA GAS
AGENCY SUBZI MANDI MALKA
GANJ DELHI-110007  have
changed my name to VIKAS
ARORA for all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE

I, RAMAN KUMAR NARULA, S/O
ANAND SARUP NARULA, R/O
1313, SECTOR-6,  BAHADUR-
GARH, JHAJJAR, HARYANA-
124507, HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO RAMAN NARULA FOR
ALL FUTURE PURPOSES

NAME CHANGE
LMOHAMMAD ~ RIZWAN ~ S/O
SHAFIQUL REHMAN R/O 6502,
MAIN ROAD BARA HINDU RAO
NORTH DELHI 110006, CHANGED
MY NAME TO MOHD RIZWAN.

NAME CHANGE
| GHAZALA R/O. H NO-339, 2ND
FLOOR, KATRA BUDHAN RAI,
DARYA GANJ BAZAR, DELHI
GATE, Delhi -110002 have
changed my name to GAZALA.

NAME CHANGE
I, POOJA RANI W/O FIRDOUS
R/O. H NO-4, E-BLOCK, NEW
SEELAMPUR, Delhi -110053 have
changed my name to ALIFA.
NAME CHANGE
I, ASHRAF ALl S/O SAMIULLA
R/O. H. NO-A/190, GALI NO-2/1,
OLD MUSTAFABAD Delhi -110094
have changed my name to MO
ASHARF ALI.

NAME CHANGE
I, RENU W/O SANJEEV KUMAR R/O
H NO-C-134, ASHOKA ENCLAVE
PART2, SECTOR-37, SARAl
KHAWAJA, FARIDABAD, HARYANA
-121003. HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO RENU MALIK.

NAME CHANGE
I, MOHD SALEEM S/O ABDUL
HAKIM residing at A-15/113, DDA
FLATS, INDER LOK, DELHI-
110035 have changed my name to
MOHD SALIM for all future purpose.

been registered against the
SUV’s driver, who was also
injured. According to a com-
plaint filed by Sunny, a resi-
dent of Ghazipur village in
NIT Faridabad, his uncles
Mahavir and Mahesh, along
with their nephew Ravindra,
were returning from a wed-
ding in Amipur late
‘Wednesday night.

PUBLIC NOTICE
GENERAL PUBLIC IS HEREBY
INFORMED THAT BACK CHAIN
OF "PLOT OF LAND AREA MEA-
SURING 51.05 SQ.YDS. |.E. 43.05
SQ. MTRS., PART OF KHASRA
NO. 716, SITUATED AT VILLAGE
CHHAPRAULA, PARGANA AND
TEHSIL DADRI, DISTT: GAUTAM
BUDH NAGAR, U.P. (SAID PROP-
ERTY)" LE. ORIGINAL SALE
DEED DT. 25.03.2015 EXECUTED
BY MR. SATYAVIR MAVI IN
FAVOUR OF MR. BRIJESH IN
RESPECT OF THE SAID PROP-
ERTY (DOC. NO. 6282) HAS
BEEN LOST OR NOT AVAILABLE
WITH OWNER MR. SONU BABU.
SUBJECT PROPERTY IS MORT-
GAGED WITH TRU HOME
FINANCE LIMITED PLEASE SUB-
MIT THE SAID ORIGINAL SALE
DEED IF FIND BY ANY PERSON.
ALSO PLEASE CONTACT WITH
WRITTEN OBJECTION LETTER
WITH RELEVANT DOCUMENTS
WITH UNDERSIGNED IF HAVING
ANY OBJECTION IN RESPECT
OF SAID PROPERTY/SALE
DEED WITHIN 10 DAYS OF THIS
PUBLICATION. ITS USE BY ANY-
ONE IS ILLEGAL.

ADITYA VERMA, ADVOCATE
E-16, MANSAROVAR PARK,
SHAHDARA, DELHI-110032

MOBILE NO. 9999042521

PUBLIC NOTICE

My clients, Mr. Lal Pal and his wife
Mrs. Meena Devi, both residents of
C.P.O. 233, Madangir, Dr.
Ambedkar Nagar, Delhi 110062,
have severed all relations with their
son, Sunil Kumar, and his wife,
Pooja, due to their disobedient
behaviour and have debarred and
evicted them from all their movable
and immovable properties. My
clients shall not be held liable for
any of their acts, deeds, liabilities,
or transactions.
VIVEK SINGH ADVOCATE
Chamber No. 445-B, Lawyer's
Block, Saket Court, New Delhi-17

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE is hereby given to public
at large that my client Mrs. Barkha
is the owner of Bearing Property
No0.436/5, admeasuring 400 Sq.
yards i.e. 334.44 Sq. Meters, out
of Khasra No. 3516/974/436,
3517/974/436 & 973/436. Situated
at in the area of Village
Chandrawali, in the abadi of G.T.
Road. Shahdara, illaga
Shahdara, Delhi. vide Gift Deed
dated 29.04.2025 which is regis-
tered as doc. no. 2026/23/1/5588,
book no.1, vol. no. 7309, page no.
41 to 64, on 09.07.2026, SRO-
Shadara-IV-A. and Intend to mort-
gage the said property with Aditya
Birla Capital Ltd. If any person(s)
has/have any objection(s) or
claim(s) with respect to the right,
title or interest in the said property
may please contact us within 7
days from the date of this notice on
the number & address mentioned
herein below, failing which my
client(s) shall not be held responsi-
ble in any manner whatsoever.
Khaitan & Khaitan
Plot No. 100 ,1st floor
Okhla Phase Ill, New Delhi
Ph. No: 011-49774545

through the Foundation
for Innovation and
Technology Transfer
(FITT). With advanced
infrastructure for transla-
tional research and prod-
uct development, the facil-

ity will support innovation
in healthcare, diagnostics,
precision medicine,
genomics and medical
technologies.
Researchers and start-ups
will gain access to tools
that can help accelerate
the journey from laborato-
ry discoveries to real-
world solutions. Jayant
Jain, Dean, Corporate
Relations, IIT Delhi, said,
“The inauguration of
these facilities marks
another important mile-
stone in IIT Delhi’'s com-

NAME CHANGE

I, SACHIN S/O RAMBIR SHARMA
R/O C-52, Ground Floor Sudarshan
Park, Vtc-Ramesh Nagar, Po-
Ramesh Nagar, Sub Dist-Rajouri
Garden, Dist-West Delhi, Delhi-
110015, have changed the name of
my minor son DEEPU aged 12 years
and he shall hereafter be known as
DIVYANSH SHARMA.

NAME CHANGE
I, DIPANSHU, LEGALLY SON OF
NO.14651422F, RANK HAVILDAR,
NAME SURESH KUMAR KUMHAR OF
UNIT 247 FD WKSP COY, PIN-906247,
CIO 99 APQ, resident of VILL-BAGOR,
PO. KHETRI, DIST JHUNJHUNU,
STATE RAJASTHAN, PIN 333503, have
changed my name from DIPANSU to
DIPANSHU for all future purposes, Vide
affidavit dated 01/04/2026 before Notary,
Siliguri, Darjeeling.
NAME CHANGE

I, hitherto Known as JYOTASANA
SHARMA D/O ARUN KUMAR R/O
H.No-88 RPS, D.D.A. Flats,
Mansarovar Park, Shahadra, East
Delhi, Delhi-110032 have changed
my name and shall hereafter be
known as JYOTSANA SHARMA.

NAME CHANGE

| hitherto Known as RAVIRANJAN
KUMAR  S/o RAMESH KUMAR
Permanent R/o 4 , Sujanchak , Post -
Dangra , P.S - Mohanpur , Dang , PO :
Barachatti, Dist: Gaya , Bihar — 824201
and Presently Residing at Third Floor At
H No. - 66A , Vikas Vihar , Kakrola ,
South West Delhi, New Delhi - 110078
have changed my name and shall here-
after be known as DAS RANJANKU-
MAR RAMESHKUMAR

NAME CHANGE

It is for general information that I,
RATTAN LAL S/O CHANDER DEEP
SAHOO R/OH.N.153, ROAD N 77, T-
HUTS, M.G CAMP PUNJABI BAGH
WEST NEW DELHI DIST, WEST
DELHI,DELHI-110026, declare that
name of mine has been wrongly writ-
ten as RATAN LAL in my Ration Card-
077000162963. The actual name of
mine is RATTAN LAL respectively
which may be amended accordingly.

NAME CHANGE

It is for general information that |
RAJARAM S/o SAMHARU R/o
House No. 1583 , Gali No. — 19 ,
Block — K, Sangam Vihar , Devil ,
South Delhi , Delhi — 110080 declare
that the name of mine and my Father
has been wrongly written as
RAJARAM SHARMA and
KHUNKHUN SHARMA in my Pan
Card No. ITFPS3698L . and name
my Father has been wrongly written
as SAMHHARU in my Voter ID No.
SBC3242708. The actual name of
mine and my Father are RAJARAM
and SAMHARU , Which may be
amended accordingly .

PUBLIC NOTICE

Information is given to general pub-
lic at large that our client Mr. Vijay
Kumar S/o Late Mr. Gajraj Singh is
the owner of Freehold Residential
Third Floor, with roof rights, Left
Side Portion, Built-on Property No.
8 (RZ-B-8), area measuring 100
Sq. Yds., out of Khasra No. 189,
Situated in the Revenue Estate of
Village Bindapur, Delhi Estate
Delhi, area Abadi Known as Colony
B Block, Indra Park, Uttam Nagar,
New Delhi 110059. by virtue of|
Notarized GPA, Notarized ATS &
Will dated 24.10.2015. now our
client is declaring that that any
other person does not have any
right over the said property, and
same property sold to be Mr. Rahul
Kumar and same has been
financed by SMFG India Home
Finance Company Limited Branch:
Moti Nagar New Delhi. If any per-
son(s) have any objection(s) or
claim(s) with respect to the’ right,
title or interest in the Said Property
then contact us within 07 days from
the date of Publication of this notice
and or the same to the undersigned
if found by anyone. Thereafter no
claim shall be entertained
[NAVEEN KUMAR VERMA]
Advocate
F-211, Sector-3,
Vaishali, Ghaziabad,
Uttar Pradesh-201010
(Contact at 09958871432)

mitment to fostering inno-
vation-led growth and
strengthening industry-
academia collaboration.
Through the support of
the ICICI Foundation, we
are creating world-class

infrastructure that will
empower start-ups,
researchers, students and
MSMEs to transform
ideas into impactful solu-
tions. These facilities will
not only accelerate tech-
nological innovation but
also contribute significant-
ly to skill development
and entrepreneurship in
sectors critical to India’s
future.” Highlighting the
role of the smart manufac-
turing facility, Sunil Jha,
Associate Dean (R&D),
IIT Delhi, and Director,

Foundation for Smart
Manufacturing, said, “The
upgraded FSM Lab has
been envisioned as a col-
laborative platform where
advanced manufacturing
technologies can be trans-
lated into practical indus-
trial applications. By pro-
viding access to cutting-
edge equipment, prototyp-
ing facilities and spe-
cialised training, we aim to
help start-ups and MSMEs
reduce innovation cycles,
improve product quality
and enhance global com-
petitiveness. The facility
will also play a key role in
preparing a skilled work-
force for Industry 4.0 and
smart manufacturing
ecosystems.” The inaugu-
ration reflects the shared
commitment of IIT Delhi
and the ICICI Foundation
to building a stronger inno-
vation ecosystem in India.
By creating world-class
research and incubation
infrastructure, the partner-
ship aims to nurture entre-
preneurship, encourage
scientific breakthroughs
and support sustainable
socio-economic develop-
ment across key sectors of
the economy.

NAME CHANGE
I, Poonam Devi D/o Ram Avtar R/o
Sunshine Apartment C-6, Second
Floor, Rajpur Khurd Extension,
Chhattarpur, Delhi-110068 have
changed my name to Poonam
Katheria for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE

| SHAMEENA PARVEEN W/O
JARIF AHAMAD R/O WARD NO-5
BLOCK COLONY, GADARPUR,
UDHAM  SINGH  NAGAR,
UTTARAKHAND-263152 HAVE
CHANGE MY NAME TO SHAMIM
PARVEEN FOR ALL FUTURE
PURPOSE.

NAME CHANGE

I, SALMA W/O MOHAMMAD SAR-
FARAJ R/O GAJARPUR(166),
POST OFFICE - GHASERA, NUH
MEWAT, HARYANA 122103,
declare that my husband's name
has been wrongly recorded as
SARFARAJ MOHD in my passport.
His correct and actual name is
MOHAMMAD SARFARAJ for all
future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, MOHD ABID IQBAL S/o, MODH
IQBAL, R/o, H.NO. 28, GALI NO.
4-D, DAYAL PUR, DELHI-110094,
have changed my name to ABID
IQBAL PERMANENTLY.

NAME CHANGE
I, AVINASH RANI ARORA Wio,
SHORI LAL BUDHIRAJA, R/o, D-
1/17, RAJOURI GARDEN, DELHI-
110027, have changed my name
to AVINASH RANI permanently.

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE is hereby given to public at
large that my client Mr. Rishi Bansal &
Mrs. Babita Bansal, Mrs. Saloni
Bansal & Mrs. Kanupriya Saxena
isfare purchasing Unit No: Floor No:
Building Name: SECTOR 11, Project
Name: Revenue Record No: NA, Plot
No :148, Nearby Vidya Bal Bhawan Sr
Sec School, Ghaziabad, Sector- 11,
Vasundhara, Ghaziabad, Uttar
Pradesh. from Mrs. Niti Kulshreshtha &
Mrs. Riti Kulshreshtha who are the
owners of the property vide
Settlement/Compromise dated 22-01-
2026 Passed by Civil Judge, Etah In
the matter of title as Mr. Joy
Kulshrestha V/s. Niti Kulshrestha &
Reeti Kulshreshta Order & Mutation
Certificate dated 06-04-2026 issued by
UPAVP in favour of Mrs. Niti
Kulshreshtha & Mrs. Riti Kulshreshtha
and Intend to mortgage the said prop-
erty with Aditya Birla Housing
Finance Ltd. If any person(s)
has/have any objection(s) or claim(s)
with respect to the right, title or interest
in the said property may please contact
us within 07 days from the date of this
notice on the number & address men-
tioned herein below, failing which my
client(s) shall not be held responsible in
any manner whatsoever.
Khaitan & Khaitan
Plot No. 100 ,1st floor
Okhla Phase Ill, New Delhi
Ph. No: 011-49774545

NAME CHANGE
| NAFEESA BEGUM W/O SHAB-
BIR MALIK, R/O H NO-87/1 GALI
NO-2 OLD MUSTAFABAD DELHI,
110094, HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO NAFEES BEGUM FOR
ALL FUTURE PURPOSE

NAME CHANGE
| MOHAMMAD SABBIR S/O
MOHAMMAD SADDIQ, R/O H NO-
87/1 GALI NO-2 OLD MUSTAFABAD
DELHI, 110094, HAVE CHANGED
MY NAME TO SHABBIR MALIK
FOR ALL FUTURE PURPOSE

NAME CHANGE

I ALI SAGIR S/O MIRZA RAJAB
AL, RIO H NO-F-184 TOP FLOOR
GALI NO-7 CHAND BAGH
MUSTAFABAD DELHI, 110094,
HAVE CHANGED MY NAME TO
MIRZA ALl SAGIR FOR ALL
FUTURE PURPOSE

NAME CHANGE
I, NIRANJAN AGARWAL S/O
SHANKAR LAL AGARWAL, R/O
OMM ABASAN, 4TH FLOOR,
BLOCK B, FLAT-4D, 188/1, G.T
ROAD, BALLY, HOWRAH, WEST
BENGAL-711201 have changed
my name to NIRANJAN KUMAR
AGARWAL Permanently for all
Future purposes

NAME CHANGE
I, SARASWATI AGARWAL W/O
NIRANJAN KUMAR AGARWAL,
R/O OMM ABASAN, 4TH FLOOR,
BLOCK B, FLAT-4D, 188/1, G.T.
ROAD, BALLY, HOWRAH, WEST
BENGAL-711201 have changed
my name to SARASWATI DEVI
AGARWAL Permanently for all
Future purposes

NAME CHANGE
I ARUN S/O DHARAM SINGH R/O
H.NO 2504 BAGICHI RAGHU-
NATH SADAR THANA ROAD
GALI  MUNDE WALI DELHI-
110006 | have changed my name
to ARUN KUMAR Permanently for
all Future purpose

NAME CHANGE
| AMRUDEEN S/O ALLADIN R/O
H.NO M C F 3637 GALI NO 19 SAN-
JAY COLONY SECTOR 23 FARID-
ABAD HARYANA 121005 have
changed my name to AMRUDDIN
Permanently for all Future purpose

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE is hereby given to public at
large that my client Mr. Nakul Kohli is
purchasing the Third Floor (with
rooffterrace rights) (referred to as “said
floor”), part of Plot No. 71 (D-71), in
Block-D, having land area measuring
125 sq. yds., pertaining to the Khasra
No. 33/5, situated in the colony known
as East Uttam Nagar, in the area of vil-
lage Possangipur, New Delhi from Mr.
Kimti Lal & Mrs. Sarita Nayyer who are
the owners of the property vide 2 dif-
ferent GPA, Agreement to Sale &
WILL dated 26.02.2003 AND also
executed 2 Registered Declaration
Deeds dated 30-04-2024 and Intend
to mortgage the said property with
Aditya Birla Housing Finance Ltd. If
any person(s) has/have any objec-
tion(s) or claim(s) with respect to the
right, title or interest in the said proper-
ty may please contact us within 07
days from the date of this notice on the
number & address mentioned herein
below, failing which my client(s) shall
not be held responsible in any manner
whatsoever.
Khaitan & Khaitan
Plot No. 100 ,1st floor
Okhla Phase Ill, New Delhi
Ph. No: 011-49774545

PUBLIC NOTICE

That, Mrs. Kaushalya W/o Mr. Jai
Dev seeking a loan from M/s Can
Fin Homes Ltd. for the Plot Area
measuring 192 Sqg. Yds,,
Comprised in  Khewat No.
2982Min, Khata No. 3345Min,
Mustakil No. 143 Killa No.
9/2(418), 10/2(4-1),  11(8-0),
12/1(4-13), 20(8-0), 21(8-0),
Mustakil No. 144, Killa No. 7(3-9),
14/2(2-16), 15(8-13), 16(6-6),
17/1(3-2), 25(6-7), Mustakil No.
156 Killa No. 5(1-7), Mustakil No.
157 Killa No. 1/1(5-17), Situated at
Waka Siwana Mauja Jhajjar, in the
colony known as Shiv Colony Beri
Gate, within municipal corporation
limits, Tehsil and District Jhajjar
(HR); hereinafter referred to as
“said property”; That Mrs.
Kaushalya W/o Mr. Jai Dev has
made us understand that she has
lost or misplaced the following doc-
ument i.e. Sale Deed Vasika No.
10415 Dated 16.12.2011 in favour
of Mr. Vijay Kumar and Mr. Naresh
Kumar Both S/o Mr. Mohar Singh
vide LR no. 132570292600827
somewhere, which are not trace-
able or cannot be found. If anybody
or any person got or having any
claim against on the said above
documents by way of legal heirs,
Mortgage, Gift, Lease, Inheritance,
Lien or otherwise or any objection
with said above documents is
hereby required to make the same
known to the undersigned in writ-
ing in Delhi office address given
below within 7 days from the date
of publication these above docu-
ments should be declared null &
void to such claims & the same if
any shall be consideration as
waved and failing which, it will pro-
ceed to complete the sale transac-
tion with the above owners as fif|
there are no third party
claims/objections/disputes in
respect of the said property and
thereafter no claims/objections/dis-
putes will be entertained.
M/s PASS & ASSOCIATES, LLP
B-132, Malviya Nagar,
New Delhi-110017
Mob - 09991119392

Fake Indian currency notes of Rs 3

lakh face value seized,

New Delhi: Fake Indian
Currency Notes (FICN) with
a face value of Rs 3 lakh,
sourced from Malda in West
Bengal and intended to be cir-
culated in the Delhi-NCR
region, were seized by the
city police before they could
enter circulation, officials said
on Monday. The accused
were identified as Narender
Kumar alias Secretary alias
Kallu, a resident of Rohtak,
Haryana, and Astarul and
Raijul Hoque, both residents
of Malda, West Bengal
According to the police, the
action was taken following a
tip-off regarding the delivery
of fake currency notes, and a
trap was laid near the Munak
Canal in Sector 18, Rohini.
Based on the tipoff, three
people were arrested for traf-
ficking and circulating coun-
terfeit currency. Accordingly,
a case was registered under

3 arrested

Indian Currency Notes with a
face value of Rs 3 lakh in the
denomination of Rs 200 were
recovered from their posses-
sion.

Sections 178, 179, and 61(2) of
the BNS at the Crime Branch
police station in Delhi, and an
investigation was initiated.
During their search, Fake

Dr. Vivek nominated as member in Mahatma
Gandhi Jeevan Darshan Sansthan, Jaipur

Jaipur, July, 9: Dr. Vivek Sharma has been appointed
as a member of the Mahatma
Gandhi Jeevan Darshan
Sansthan, Jaipur District. Dr.
Vivek is a senior pediatrician.
District coordinator Kusum
Lata Jain congratulated Dr.
Vivek while issuing his
appointment letter. The letter
states that all members will
play an active role in spread-
ing Mahatma Gandhi's ideals
of truth, non-violence, serv-

ice, harmony, and humanity 2 i :
to the public. The institute will periodically organize var-

| 3'

ious programs related to the propagation of Gandhian
ideology, social awareness, environmental protection,
rural development, and public welfare, in which mem-
bers are expected to actively participate and cooperate.

NAME CHANGE
I, SHIVANI JASWAL D/o RATAN
CHAND R/o QTR NO. P-73, ANUJ
VIHAR, SHANKAR VIHAR, NEW
DELHI, DELHI-110010, have
changed my name from SHIVANI
KACHHWAHA to SHIVANI JASW-
AL for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, JAMUNA KUMARESAN M wife
of No.-21005086Y, Rank-L/NK,
Name-KUMARESAN M residing at
2/172, VANIYAR STREET, SRIKA-
LIKAPURAM, TIRUVALLUR, PAL-
LIPATTU, TAMIL NADU-631302,
have changed my name from
JAMUNA KUMARESAN M to
JAMUNA S for all future purposes
vide Affidavit dated 09/07/2026
before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
|,Mohammad Imran S/o
Mohammad Sultan R/o 5954, Gali
Babbu Khan, Ballimaran, Near By
Chandni Chowk, Delhi-110006
declare that Mohd Imran and
Mohammad Imran are one and the
same person.

NAME CHANGE

I, No. 21005086Y, Rank-L/NK
Name- KUMARESAN M residing at
2/172, VANIYAR STREET, SRIKA-
LIKAPURAM, TIRUVALLUR, PALLI-
PATTU, TAMIL NADU-631302, have
changed my wife’'s name from
JAMUNA KUMARESAN M to
JAMUNA S for all future purposes
vide Affidavit dated 09/07/2026
before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I AASHIQ ALI S/O MASUM ALI
R/O H NO-222 GALI NO-12
SHASTRI PARK SEELAMPUR
BHAJAN PURA DELHI-110053
have changed my name to
ASHAQ ALI for all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE

1, hitherto known as AKSHYAA D/O
THANGARAJ R/O T-313/17, 3RD
FLOOR, BALJEET NAGAR,
BALMIKI MANDIR, WEST PATEL
NAGAR, DELHI-110008 have
changed my name and shall here-
after be known as AKSHYAA
THANGARAJ. It is certified that |
have complied with other legal
requirements in this connection.

NAME CHANGE

I, HARISH KUMAR Son of ROOP
CHAND, residing at FLAT NO-006,
TOWER-C, GREEN ARCH SOCI-
ETY, TECHZONE-4, GREATER
NOIDA WEST, BISHRAKH, GAU-
TAM BUDDHA NAGAR, UTTAR
PRADESH-201306, have changed
the name of my minor daughter
ARNIMA, aged 10 years and she
shall hereafter be known as ARNI-
MA SAMYAK. It is certified that |
have complied with other legal
requirements in this connection

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that |,
HARISH KUMAR Son of ROOP
CHAND, residing at FLAT NO-006,
TOWER-C, GREEN ARCH SOCI-
ETY, TECHZONE-4, GREATER
NOIDA WEST, BISHRAKH, GAU-
TAM BUDDHA NAGAR, UTTAR
PRADESH-201306, declare that
name of my minor daughter has
been wrongly written as HARSHI-
KA KARDAM in my minor daughter
HARSHIKA SAMYAK aged 8 years
in her School Records and Birth
Certificate  No-B-2018-6-90213-
006017. The actual name of my
minor daughter is HARSHIKA
SAMYAK, which may be amended
accordingly. It is certified that |
have complied with other legal

NAME CHANGE

It is for general information that |,
Kailash Lal S/O Madan Lal R/O
34/360, Block 34, Trilok Puri, PO:
Trilok Puri, DIST: East Delhi, Delhi
- 110091, declare that name of]
mine and my father have been
wrongly written as Kailash Singh
Rawat and Madan Singh Rawat in
my 10th, 12th class educational
documents. The actual name of
mine and my father are Kailash Lal
and Madan Lal

Public Notice

It is for general information that I,
Deepa D/O Madan Lal R/O 34/360,
Block No-34, Trilok Puri, PO:
Patparganj, DIST: East Delhi, Delhi
- 110091, declare that name of my
father has been wrongly written as
Madan Singh in my 10th, 12th class
educational documents. The actual
name of my father is Madan Lal

NAME CHANGE
I,Aslam S/o Zamiruddin R/o B-838,
Jahangir Puri, North-West, Delhi-
110033 have changed my name to
Aslam Ansari for all purposes.

NAME CHANGE

| hitherto known as HARSHA W/O
RAJINISH DEV R/O H-19/10,
Sector-7, Rohini West Metro
Station, North West Delhi, Delhi-
110085 have changed my name
and shall hereafter be known as
HARSHA DEV.

NAME CHANGE
| ABHISHEK SHARMA S/O VINOD
SHARMA R/O D-119, Gali No-2,
Near Sdm Office, Swaroop Nagar,
Libas Pur, Po; Libas Pur, Dist:
North West Delhi, Delhi-110042
have changed the name of my
minor son YUVAAN SHARMA aged
8 years and he shall hereafter be
known as AARAV SHARMA.

NAME CHANGE

| hitherto known as PRADEEP
KUMAR S/O VINOD KUMAR R/O
B-8, ?- BLOCK, LAL BAGH, AZAD-
PUR,PO-N.S. MANDI, DIST-
NORTH WEST DELHI, DELHI-
110033, have changed my name
and shall hereafter be known as
PRADEEP JAIN.

NAME CHANGE

| hitherto known as PADMAWATHI
AW/O NAGENDRA KUMARAR/O
H NO-275, Second Floor, Bank
Enclave, Lakshmi Nagar, Laxmi
Nagar, (East Delhi), East Delhi,
Delhi-110092 have changed my
name and shall hereafter be known
as A PADMAWATHI.

NAME CHANGE

| hitherto Known as AJAY SINGH alias
AJAY KUMAR S/O RAM KUMAR
R/o House No. 589, Pana Udyan,
Narela, PO: Narela, Dist: North West
Delhi, Delhi - 110040 have changed
my name and shall hereafter be
known as AJAY KUMAR.

NAME CHANGE

I, Anand Singh S/O Mirtunjay
Kumar Singh R/O 2/3/2 M S Flat
Sec 13 Servent Qtrs, R K Puram
(Main) S.O, South West Delhi, Delhi
- 110066, have changed the name
of my minor son Thanmay Singh
aged 04 years and he shall here-
after be known as Tanmay Singh

NAME CHANGE

I, RATNAKAR NATH S/o BIDHYA
DHAR R/o C-67, C-Block, Vikas
Vihar, Kakrola, South West Delhi,
Delhi - 110078 have changed the
name of my minor son SHUBHAM
aged 12 years and he shall hereafter|
be known as SHUBHAM NATH.

NAME CHANGE
| Bhopal Singh S/O. Babu Ram R/O.
17, Bulward Road , Near Batlar
School, Tis Hazari, Delhi -110054 have
changed my name to Bhupal Singh.

NAME CHANGE
I, KRISHNA KUMAR S/O RAMPAL
SINGH R/O H.NO. 807/18A, R.R.
BLOCK, NAVEEN SAHADARA,
SHAHDARA, PO-SHAHDARA,
DIST-SHAHDARA, DELHI-110032,
have changed the name of my
minor daughter SHRASHTI alias
SHRISHTY BARWALA aged 14
years and she shall hereafter be
known as SHRISHTY BARWALA.

NAME CHANGE

I, RATNAKAR NATH S/o BIDHYA
DHAR R/o C-67, C-Block, Vikas
Vihar, Kakrola, South West Delhi,
Delhi - 110078 have changed the
name of my minor Daughter|
SARABANI aged 14 years and she
shall hereafter be known as SARA-
BANI NATH.

requirements in this connection

NOTICE
No.DUBA/CONS/434/MR/2026-(11)
Dated: 10.07.2026
Mr. Jomon Varghese, S/o Varghese
Mukkadayil Joseph, Resident of Indian,
Mukkadayil House, Palathuruthy
Kad ithra PO, Ernakulam, Pin: 682020
Kerala, India, Present Address Dubai 207,
Brown Building, Hor Al Anz, Deira And Miss.
Maria Manju, Daughter of William, Resident
of Indian, H.No.118-C VP-Block Pitam Pura,
Delhi Pin: 110034 Delhi India, Present
Address Dubai 207, Brown Building, Hor Al
Anz, Deira.
Above Mentioned Indian Nationals are
Presently Residing in UAE and have given
notice of intended marriage between them
under The Foreign Marriages Act, 1969.
If any one has any objection to the
proposed marriage he/she should file the
same with the undersigned according to
the procedure laid down under the Act/
Rules within thirty days from the date of
publication of this notice on Email:
consl.dubai@mea.gov.in,
cons3.dubai@mea.gov.in
(Pabitra Kr. Majumder)
(Marriage Officer),
Consulate General of India
P.0.Box: 737, Dubai (U.A.E.),
Toll Free No. 80046342,
Email: cons1.dubai@mea.gov.in,
cons3.dubai@mea.gov.in

NORTHERN RAILWAY

NOTICE INVITING TENDER

Name of work
and its location

95-SRDEE-G-DLI-2026-27
Rewiring of Railway Quarters in the jurisdiction of SSE/PS/SSB

Approx. cost of the works in|

Rs. 11444640.00/-

Address of the office

Sr. Div. Elect. Engineer/General, DRM Office, Delhi
Division, Northern Railway, State Entry Road, New
Delhi-110055

Earnest Money

Rs. 228900.00/-

Last Date & time of
submission of tender

31.07.2026, 16.00 Hrs.

Opening of tender

31.07.2026, 16.00 Hrs.

Website & notice board

www.ireps.gov.in
& Sr. Divl. Elect. Engineer/General, New Delhi

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE ~ EEHUAPS
NORTHERN RAILWAY

OPEN E-TENDER NOTICE

following work.

No. 128-W/280/e Tender Notice/NIT-21-26-27-W-II
The Sr. Divisional Engineer-Il, Northern Railway, Delhi Division invites E-Tender for the

Dated :-08.07.2026

1INIT

Name of work:- 1. Provision of new RPF/GRP barracks, upgradation of
-21 | existing RPF/GRP thana & barracks in the section of ADEN/MUT. and
2. Construction of new crew and train manager lobby at Ghaziabad with
various facilities to running staff under ADEN/GZB in jurisdiction of Sr.
DEN-II/DLI. Approx cost of work:- 44007465.46

Earnest Money to be deposited:- 880200.00

2|Date & Time of opening of tender

04.08.2026 15:00 Hrs.

w

of tender documents can be seen

Website particulars where complete details

www.ireps.gov.in

net banking or payment gateway only.

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

 The tenderer/s must be registered on the Indian Railway E-Procurement system
(IREPS) site i.e. www.ireps.gov.in for participating in the e-tender system. « For all
terms and conditions please refer tender document. « No manual offers are
acceptable. « Cost of tender document and Earnest money will be acceptable through

2362/26

NAME CHANGE

I, ANURADHA DEVI wife of No.-
15414151K, Rank-HAV, Name-
PANKAJ KUMAR PANDEY resid-
ing at VILL-KASHIYARI, PO-KONI,
TEHSIL-JAWA, DIST-REWA,
MADHYA PRADESH-486447,
have changed my name from ANU-
RADHA DEVI to ANURADHA
PANDEY for all future purposes
vide Affidavit dated 09/07/2026
before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE

It is for general information that I,
ARJUN S/o SANTOSH RAM R/o
Rc — 61 , B — Block , Tali Walan
Basti , Anand Parbat , PO : Karol
Bagh , Dist : Central Delhi , Delhi-
110005, declare that name of mine
has been wrongly written as ARJUN
KUMAR in my SC Certificate No.
90510000112508. The actual name
of mine is ARJUN, which may be
amended accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
1, SAHIL S/o Farukh R/o 06, Mukhya
Abadi, Muradwas, PO. Sarheta,
Dist. Khairthal-Tijara, Rajasthan-
301411 have changed my name to
SAHIL KHAN permanently

NAME CHANGE

I, RAMA CHANCRA PANDA is
legally father of No. 15202081A
Rank- BHM Name- MIHIR RAN-
JAN PANDA UNIT 284 FD REGT
presently residing at TORANIA-
PAL, TORANIAPAL, TORANIAPAL
KENDUJHAR, ODISHA-758025
have changed my name from
RAMA CHANCRA PANDA to
RAMACHANDRA PANDA for all
future purposes. Vide affidavit
dated 09/07/2026 before Notary
Public New Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, Shivani Jolly, W/O Ankush
Pahwa, R/O HNO- 66, Block AE,
Shalimar Bagh, Delhi have
changed my name to Shivani
Pahwa for all future purposes

NAME CHANGE
|, Hemlata W/O, Inder Pal Saberwal,
R/O WZ-171 Gali No 2 Sri Nagar,
Shakur Basti, Delhi-110034 have
changed my name to Hem Lata
Saberwal for all further purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I MOHSIN KHAN S/O MOHD
AHSAN KHAN R/O 927 GALI
CHAH SHREEN, FARASH KHANA
DELHI-110006 HAVE CHANGE MY
NAME TO MOHD MOHSIN KHAN
FOR ALL FUTURE PURPOSE.

NAME CHANGE
|,hithertoknownas Rajan alias Raju
Shukla S/O Prem Narayan Shukla,
R/O House No-D-64. Street No-1 D
Block, Bank Colony Road Mandoli
Extn, Nand Nagri, North East Delhi
Delhi-110093, have changed my
name and shall hereafter be known
as Raju Shukla.




New Delhi, Friday , 10 July 2026

NEWS BOX

E. Jean Carroll cleared to collect
USD 5.8 million from Trump

escrow
Newyork.(Agency)

A federal judge in the US has ruled that writer E.
Jean Carroll can collect USD 5.8 million that has
been held in escrow since a jury found that
President Donald Trump sexually abused and
defamed her. Trump’s lawyers immediately
appealed, but their request for an emergency
ordertoblockthe payment was rejected.

The ruling follows a recent US Supreme Court
decision to let the civil verdict stand. Trump had
deposited the money shortly after the 2023 jury
verdict, and the original USD 5 million award has
since increased with interest.

The jury found that Trump attacked Carroll in
1996 in the dressing room of a luxury Manhattan
department store and later defamed her after
she wrote about it in a 2019 memoir during his
first term as president. Trump had called her
allegations false and said in an interview, "she’s
notmytype".

On Wednesday, Trump’s lawyers said they would
continue their appeal and accused his political
opponents of using the legal system against him.
In appellate court filings, they argued that Judge
Lewis A. Kaplan’s decision should not take effect
because Trump has asked the Supreme Court to
reconsider its decision.

Artificial cloud brightening
could tame El Nino, but with
risks: Study

WASHINGTON.(Agency)

A brewing "Super" El Nino cycle is poised to
unleash heat waves, floods and drought
worldwide, with the effects amplified by long
term human-caused climate change.

But what if it was possible to interrupt and
effectively "switch off" the Pacific Ocean heating
phenomenon asitstartsto form?

That's the premise of a new Science Advances
study published Wednesday, which uses
computer models to show that artificially
brightening clouds over the Pacific, when timed
right, could neutralize the influential weather
pattern and bluntits worstimpacts.

While previous research on so-called
geoengineering has focused on cooling the planet
as a whole, the new paper instead proposes more
targeted interventions.

"These shorter timescales of interventions could
be a very powerful way that geoengineering
enters this portfolio of responses to climate
change," lead author Jessica Wan, a postdoctoral
researcher atthe University of Chicago, told AFP.

US strikes Iran again after
Hormuz ship attacks cast doubt
on ceasefire

World.(Agency)

The United States said on Wednesday that it was
carrying out another round of strikes on Iran
after the Islamic Republic attacked ships in the
Strait of Hormuz a day earlier, raising fresh
doubts over an interim ceasefire and fears that
the conflict could flare up again.

President Donald Trump said earlier that the
Iranian attacks signalled the end of the ceasefire
and threatened more military action. But later,
he said the latest exchange of fire would not lead
to a return to full-scale war or to “long-term”
military action.

Speaking on the sidelines of a NATO summit in
Ankara, Turkey, Trump said the strikes were
continued retaliation for Iranian attacks on
commercial shipping in the Strait of Hormuz.
“They are behaving very badly,” he said of Iran,
accusing it of launching drones and a missile at
ships. After three tankers were hit on Tuesday,
the US launched strikes on Iran, and Iranian
forces retaliated by attacking American military
sitesin the Persian Gulf.

Trump said the US would “probably hit them
hard again tonight” and later added that
“Anything that happens is going to happen very
fast”, though he also suggested the US military
might “just finish the job”. A day after the attacks
on shipping widened into strikes on Iranian and
US military targets, he also renewed past threats
to target Iran’s civilian infrastructure, including
electric plants and desalination plants, and to
seize the oil-production hub of KhargIsland.

WORLD
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US hits Iran's Chabahar port after Trump
warns attacks will get much worse

The US strikes on the strategic
Chabahar port came after Trump
warned Tehran that the attacks
would "get much worse" if it
continued targeting commercial
vessels in the Strait of Hormuz.

World.(Agency)

The US launched fresh strikes on Iran's
southeastern port city of Chabahar on
Thursday as the two adversaries
exchanged attacks for a second straight
day after President Donald Trump
declared the ceasefire
"over."Explosions were reported across

Chabahar, with Iranian state media
reporting widespread power outages in
parts of the city. Residents said they
heard multiple blasts as emergency
services rushed to damaged sites. This
marked the first attack on the strategic
port since the US-Iran ceasefire was
announced in April.

According to US military officials, the
operation targeted maritime
infrastructure and military facilities
that Washington said supported Iran's
ability to threaten commercial
shipping in the Strait of Hormuz. In all,
CENTCOM, the US military's Middle
East command, said it hit around 90
Iranian targets in the latest round of
strikes.

"US Central Command forces have
started conducting additional strikes

against Iran to further degrade their
ability to threaten freedom of
navigation in the Strait of Hormuz,"

CENTCOM wrote on X.

"The United States is holding Iran
accountable for recent unjustified
aggression against commercial
shipping and civilian crews freely
navigating a vital international
waterway."

Initial reports said the strikes hit piers,
a maritime traffic control tower and
nearby military assets while avoiding
civilian port facilities and critical
energy infrastructure.The latest US
onslaught followed Tuesday's attack on
three cargo ships transiting the Strait of
Hormuz, which Washington blamed on
Iran. Trump warned Tehran that the
strikes would "get much worse" if it
continued targeting commercial
vesselsin the vital shipping lane.

Iran retaliated with a second
consecutive day of attacks targeting
Kuwait and Bahrain, which host US
military bases. The latest exchange has
further heightened tensions in the
region and threatened efforts to bring
thewartoanend.

How Pakistan's own missiles shoot down its
sham bid to claim pre-Islamic Indic roots

w-Pakistan is making a sham bid to claim
the pre-Islamic cultural and civilisational
heritage of the Indian subcontinent.
However, a concerning amount of
Pakistan's military hardware, especially
its missiles, are named after Turkic and
Afghan conguerors who plundered the
region for centuries.

NAJAF.(Agency)

Most things that
Pakistan's civilian-
military hybrid regime
does are duplicitous in
nature. So is its bid to
highlight its pre-Islamic
heritage, especially the
legacy of the Indus Valley
Civilisation. It has focused
on building that narrative,
especially after India put
the Indus Waters Treaty in
abeyance in April 2025. This
attempt to embrace the ancient

ANKARA.(Agency)

A flight instructor in
Argentina died after
jumping from a moving
aircraft during a training
session, leaving his
student to land the plane
on her own. The student,
identified as 22-year-old
Rosario, brought the
Cessna 150 down safely
and the aircraft was not damaged.

Leandro Andres Bertazzo, 42, was
found dead after the incident in
Toledo, in central Argentina, on

Indic heritage is exposed by an
awkward contradiction: many of
Pakistan's weapons, especially its
missiles, are named after foreign
conquerors remembered for
invading and plundering the Indian
subcontinent.

Modern Pakistan traces its origins
to the Two-Nation Theory, which
held that Hindus and Muslims

could not coexist in a single state.
The Partition of 1947 created
Pakistan, which later embraced a
hardline Islamic identity under

Flight instructor jumps to death from plane
mid-training,

"

Saturday, according to a statement
issued by the country’s public
prosecutor and published on
Tuesday. Bertazzo was on board the
aircraft with Rosario, CNN affiliate

General Zia-ul-Haq, recasting its
history around the Islamic
conquest of Sindh in the 8th century
CE. The attempt to highlight itself
as the centre of the pre-Islamic
Indus Valley Civilisation is to claim
ashare of the Indus waters.
Pakistan has long sought to anchor
its national identity in the legacy of
Arab, Afghan, and Turkic
conquerors who crossed
the Hindu Kush and
| established dynasties
across large parts of the
Indian subcontinent. For
decades, its textbooks
have taught that Pakistan's
history began with
Muhammad bin Qasim's
conquest of Sindh in 712
CE. Many of these rulers,
who rose to power through
conquest and plunder,
have been glorified by the Pakistani
state through the names of its
missiles, tanks, and warships.

student lands safely

TNreported.

According to TN, the student
said Bertazzo told her, “You
know what you have to do,
carry on,” before removing his
headset and seatbelt, opening
the door and jumping from the
plane.Eduardo lvarez, director
of the Flying Parrot Cordoba
flying school where Bertazzo
worked, told TN there had been
no signs that the instructor was
planning to jump from the aircraft.
lvarez said Bertazzo had flown with
another student earlier the same
day.

We're not f***ing around:
US ready for prolonged Iran
0p over Hormuz control

World.(Agency)

The White House is preparing for the possibility of a
prolonged military confrontation with Iran after
fresh attacks in and around the Strait of Hormuz,
with US officials warning that the duration of the
campaign will depend on Tehran's next moves.

The latest escalation marks a significant shift in the
conflict. What initially began as an effort to degrade
Iran's missile capabilities and target its remaining
nuclear infrastructure has now expanded into a
broader confrontation centred on securing
navigation through the Strait of Hormuz, one of the
world's most critical energy transit routes.

A US official told Axios that Washington is bracing
for a campaign that could last anywhere from a few
days to several weeks. One senior official said the
military response would continue as long as Iran
persisted with attacks on commercial vessels
passing through the strategic waterway.

"We're going to slap them a bit so they understand
we're not f***ing around," the official said,
indicating that the administration intends to
maintain military pressure until Iran changes its
course.

The renewed military action came after diplomatic
efforts appeared to collapse. President Donald
Trump said on Wednesday that the 60-day ceasefire
envisioned under the US-Iran memorandum of
understanding (MOU) was effectively 'over'
following Iranian attacks on commercial shipping.
The United States subsequently carried out a second
wave of strikes near the Strait of Hormuz, including
attacks on infrastructure inside Iran, marking the
first such strikes on Iranian infrastructure in
months. Iran responded by launching attacks on US
military installations in Kuwait and Bahrain while
reiterating that it would not relinquish what it
describes as its authority over the strait.Despite the
military escalation, Trump later suggested that a
diplomatic breakthrough remained possible.
Speaking to reporters aboard Air Force One, he
claimed Iranian officials had reached out and
expressed awillingnessto negotiate.

"They called a little while ago. They want to make a
deal," Trump said.However, the President later
questioned Tehran's intentions, saying he was
unconvinced Iran would honour any future
agreement.

Trump ditches new Qatari Air Force One
amid Iran tensions, flies back in older jet

Trump returned from the
NATO summit in Turkey
aboard the older Air Force
One instead of the newly
retrofitted Qatari-gifted jet,
making a surprise aircraft
switch as the US and Iran
resumed exchanging strikes.

Washington.(Agency)

President Donald Trump flew back
from the NATO summit in Turkey
aboard an older Air Force One aircraft
instead of the newly retrofitted Boeing
747-800 gifted by Qatar, a last-minute
switch that has reignited questions over

theinterim jet's security capabilities
amid escalating tensions with Iran.
The decision came as the US and
Iran exchanged fresh strikes, less
than a day after the US military
launched major attacks inside Iran
in retaliation for Tehran's alleged
attacks on merchant ships in the
Strait of Hormuz.

Trump offered little explanation for
the aircraft change, saying he chose
to travel on the older Air Force One "for
old time's sake". He added that both
aircraft would make an unscheduled
stop at RAF Mildenhall in the United
Kingdom.

In a post on social media, Trump said
the newer aircraft would stop at the
base so military personnel could "tour

.l.i'l'!""""
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the aircraft", while he would return to
Washington aboard the aircraft that has
served as Air Force One for decades.
Asked during a press conference
whether security concerns prompted
the last-minute switch, Trump did not
directly respond. Instead, referring to
Iran, he said he was "No. 1 on the list for
killing."

When pressed further, he reiterated
that he would be "going home by
normal methods" while the newer
aircraft would be displayed to US
troops.The unexpected switch has
renewed scrutiny of the Boeing 747-
800, which underwent a USD 400
million retrofit before entering
service as an interim presidential
aircraft. Images released after its
unveiling suggested the jet lacks
some of the missile detection and
defensive countermeasure systems
installed on the ageing VC-25A aircraft
currently used as Air Force One.When
asked whether those missing systems
influenced the decision, the US Air
Force referred questions to the White
House.
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13000 km of
embankments in Assam
need repair: Minister

GUWAHATI.(Agency)

Over 60 per cent of 4,800 km
embankments in Assam require repair or
complete reconstruction as their
carrying or flood resistance capacity has
waned, the state Assembly was informed
on Wednesday.

In a written reply to a query by BJP MLA
Bhupen Roy, Water Resources Minister

has so far constructed 4,800 km of
embankments across the state.

"Out of them, we have strengthened
almost 1,800 km. We can say the carrying
or flood resistance capacity of the
remaining 3,000 km embankments has
decreased,"he added.

However,
Department occasionally carries out
maintenance work to keep these
embankments in a working condition,
Borgohain said.

"In the last five years, the Water
Resources Department enhanced the
height and strengthened almost 863 km
of embankment. These works are at the
laststages of completion," he added.

Muslim woman forced
to remove nigab in Bihar

PATNA.(Agency)

In a shocking incident that has sent
shockwaves, a group of Hindutva
supporters allegedly forced a Muslim
woman to remove her nigab (veil) after
she was spotted with a Hindu man in
Bihar’s Nawada district.

Sources said that her friend was forced to
apply sindoor to her forehead. A video of
the incident was posted on social media
platforms last Thursday. The woman is
seen pleading with the Hindutva mob to
stop, but her repeated appeals went
unheeded.

“Video to banega. “Saboot to rahega” (We
will make the video for evidence),” one
i miscreant reportedly remarked as others
removed her burqa and exposed her
forehead, amid chants of ‘Jai Bajranbali’.
The woman’s Hindu friend also pleaded
with them not to harass her. But one of the
harassers says, “Arey, tum idhar sindoor
daalo aur phir Muslim rivaaz mein karte
rehna” (Apply the sindoor. You can get
married in the Muslim way later.” Later,
they followed the couple and continued
making videos.A senior police officer
posted in Nawada said that police have
obtained the viral video. The authenticity
of the video was being verified, he said,
adding that police would also contact the
victim to record her statement. The
shocking incident has sparked off tension
inthearea.

ED freezes 3 bank accounts of
TMC: ‘Used party corpus to
invest in aviation firm to buy

jet and chopper’
Kolkata.(Agency)

The Enforcement Directorate (ED) said on
Wednesday that it has frozen three bank
accounts of the Trinamool Congress
(TMC), holding deposits worth Rs 440.42
crore, under the PMLA (Prevention of
Money Laundering Act), following
searches in an alleged funds
misappropriation case.

According to ED sources, the preliminary
probe has found that the political party
had invested its own corpus into a private
aviation firm to acquire a business jet and
ahelicopter.

“The ED conducted search operations at
five premises in and around Kolkata
under the provisions of the Prevention of

of companies, which operates in the
aviation sector. During the searches,
balances amounting to Rs 440.42 crore
lying in three HDFC Bank accounts of the
i All India Trinamool Congress (AITC) were
frozen under Section 17(1-A) of the
PMLA,” an ED spokesperson said.

investigation based on an FIR lodged by
the Cyber Police, Bidhannagar, in a case
involving alleged dishonest financial
dealings, unlawful collection of money,
and routing of suspected funds through
certain bank accounts of the TMC, the
spokesperson said.

Susanta Borgohain said his department |

the Water Resources

Money Laundering Act (PMLA), 2002. The !
premises belonged to the Carewell group

The searches were conducted in
connection with a money laundering i

STATE

Private schools add students as government
institutions sees enrolment slide in TN

Government schools witnessed the sharpest fall, with enrolment dropping from 45.1 1akh in 2024-25
t0 43.03 lakh in 2025-26, a decline of more than 2.07 lakh students.

CHENNAL(Agency)

lakh.
The decline was driven largely by thedropin 1,08,111.

students, Classes 6 to 8 saw enrolment fall by

Tamil Nadu’s overall school enrolment enrolment in the elementary stage. Officials attributed the overall decline to
declined for the second consecutive year in Enrolment in Classes 1 to 8 fell from falling fertility rates and smaller birth

2025-26, with government and
government-aided schools continuing g
to lose students and private schools F
registering a rise in enrolment,
according to the latest Unified District
Information System for Education Plus
(UDISE+) report. A similar trend was
recorded across the country.

The state’s total enrolment from pre-
primary to higher secondary dropped to
1,24,02,872 in 2025-26 from 1,25,18,167

cohorts, but said a detailed analysis
would be required to determine why
government and aided schools continue
to lose students while private schools
attract more admissions.Government
schools witnessed the sharpest fall, with
enrolment dropping from 45.1 lakh in
2024-25to 43.03 lakh in 2025-26, a decline
of more than 2.07 lakh students.
Government-aided schools lost over
83,000 students during the same period.

nm '1’1"

the previous year, a decline of 1,15,295 76,39,104in2024-25t0 74,59,350in 2025-26,a In contrast, private schools added nearly
students. Since peaking at 1,29,93,050 in drop of nearly 1.8 lakh students. While 1.77 lakh students, taking their enrolment
2023-24, enrolment has fallen by nearly 5.9 Classes 1 to 5 recorded a decline of 71,643 from 60.261akhto 62.031akh.

Lack of nephrologist at Nilgiris GH forces
referral of patients to Coimbatore GH

The incident has raised concern among residents and activists, who have urged the state government to

ensure the availability of adequate specialists to handle

NILGIRIS.(Agency)

The Nilgiris Government Medical College |;
and Hospital, inaugurated by former Chief |
Minister M K Stalin a year ago, is yet to |f
deliver the expected benefits. The recent =
referral of a snakebite patient to the |

Coimbatore Medical College Hospital
(CMCH) has highlighted the absence of a
nephrologist at the Nilgiris hospital

A 49-year-old farmer, R Siva, from
Vaazhaithottam near Masinagudi, was
referred from the Nilgiris Government
Medical College and Hospital to CMCH on
the third day of treatment following a
snakebite. He had initially been admitted to
the Nilgiris hospital on June 30 after first

Only 9 SUMUL Dairy board seats to see
contest as BJP-backed front bags 7 unopposed

Surat.(Agency)

SUMUL dairy, are to be
held, have further shrunk.
From the 16 seats due for
elections the BJP-backed
Sahkar panel first won five
uncontested. Now the
elections on July 15 will be
held on nine seats to elect
directors after one BJP rebel
candidate and one Congress
- backed candidate
withdrew resulting in the
BJP winning a total of seven
seats uncontested.

e
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against the BJP, to a “safe place”
outside Gujarat, over a week back to

protect them from being influenced
by the BJP. Former Surat district
With five days to go, the number of President of Congress Darshan Naik
seats on which elections for the Board $aid, “Theyreturned on July 4 (last day
of Directors of Surat-Tapi District ofwithdrawalofform).” controlled by BJP-backed

Milk Producers Union Ltd, popularly The election has become interesting

PIES

with notjust Congress and BJP backed
panels contesting against each other
Feeling threatened, the Congress had byt rebels from either side contesting
taken all the 11 candidates fightingon 55 independents or from rival panels
its panel- Pashupalak Heet Rakshak againsttheir parent parties.

Samiti (PHRS) or as independents 1p. symMuUL dairy with an annual
turnover of Rs. 6500 crore is one of the
six founding dairies of Gujarat co-

medical emergencies.

nearly athree-hourjourney from parts of the
Nilgiris district, could delay critical
treatment and endanger lives.

According to S Prakash, a temporary
conductor with the Tamil Nadu State
Transport Corporation (TNSTC) and the
patient's son, "My father was bitten on his
right hand while switching on a motor to
irrigate our vegetable farm at
Vaazhaithottam on the afternoon of June 30.
My uncle first took him to the Masinagudi
Government Hospital, but there was no
doctor available. We were forced to wait for
nearly an hour because there was no
ambulance there. Eventually, an ambulance
arrived from Ooty and shifted my father to
the emergency ward of the Nilgiris
Government Medical College and Hospital."

being taken to the Masinagudi Government
Hospital.

The incident has raised concern among
residents and activists, who have urged the
state government to ensure the availability
of adequate specialists to handle medical
emergencies. They pointed out that
referring patients to Coimbatore, which is
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Kolkata Metro likely to
receive 14 new-generation
rakes in FY27 to boost
passenger capacity
Kolkata.(Agency)

Kolkata Metro is likely to
receive 14 new-generation
rakes in the financial year 2026-
27 to enhance passenger
capacity and improve
operational efficiency. These
new trainsets are expected to
provide better services to
commuters by increasing fleet
availability and supporting the
growing demand for metro
travel.

Speaking to
Indianexpress.com, SS
Kannan, Chief Public Relations
Officer (CPRO) of Kolkata
Metro, said that around 14
rakes are expected to be
received during the financial
year 2026-27. He further added
that these rakes will be
manufactured by the Chennai-
based Integral Coach Factory
(ICF).

“Around 14 rakes may be
received during this financial
year. Rakes shall be ICF-
manufactured,” the CPRO said.
The official also stated that
these new-generation rakes
will be equipped with three-
phase AC motors and automatic
sliding doors. The rakes will
have a design speed of 90 kmph
and an operational speed of 80
kmph.

Last month, Railway Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw announced
the induction of 60 new-
generation metro rakes to
modernise the Kolkata Metro
network over the next four to
five years. He highlighted the
rapid expansion and ongoing
modernisation of the country’s
oldest metro system.In the
Kolkata Metro, the rakes are
uniquely designed and not
available anywhere else in the
world. The bogie-wheel set is
designed for Broad Gauge,
while the coach body (shell) is
based on a Meter Gauge
configuration.

Al no less than colonisation, it’s
driven by Western minds, ideas:

Humans in the Loop director
Ahmedabad.(Agency)

operative Milk Marketing Federation
(GCMMF) which owns the Amul
brand and has 18 milk unions under
itsumbrella, most of whose bodies are

chairpersons. With a 2.5 lakh
membership, political party-
backed panels vie to take control
of the co-operative for the clout it
has in the rural community.
Source say, daily over 15 lakh
litres of milk is sold to Surat and
Tapiconsumers.

The dairy is directly associated
with lakhs of people in Surat and
Tapi and has expansion plans in
Goa and Maharashtra.BJP MLA
from Choryasi in Surat and
former director of Sumul Dairy,
Sandeep desai said that “The Amul
Federation has given approval for
setting up new plant with capacity to
process 18 lakh litres of milk, which
includes 5 lakhs litres in Kolhapur, 5
lakhs in Mumbai, 3 lakhs in Goa and 5
lakhsin Nasik.

enteringlives.

Addressing how its core idea came from studying
sociology and history and observing the realities of
Adivasi communities in Jharkhand, Aranya Sahay on
Wednesday said that his debut feature film, Humans
in the Loop, was inspired by the reality of technology

Sahay also believes that the impact of Artificial
Intelligence (AI) today is deeply linked to history.
During an exclusive interaction with The Indian
Express, Sahay said, “Alis no less than colonisation.”
He added, “It (AI) is meant for everyone, but it is
driven by Western minds and Westernideas.”

The film, which recently transitioned from
independent grassroots screenings to a global
release on Netflix, explores Al and bias through the
story of an Indigenous Adivasi woman. It was
released internationally and became eligible for
consideration at the 2026 Academy Awards for Best
Original Screenplay. Sahay, who comes from a
sociology and politics background, sees himself first
as a writer and storyteller.Speaking about his entry
into cinema, Sahay noted that it was completely
unplanned. Raised in a home where education and
the arts were highly respected, his father encouraged
him to pursue cinema.

Doctor assault triggers protests, political

storm; Sena corporator,

Resident Doctors (Central MARD)

Mumbai.(Agency)

3 aides arrested

hospitals.

The alleged assault on doctors and nurses
ata civic hospital in Dombivli snowballed
into a statewide confrontation between
the medical fraternity and the
Maharashtra government, even as the
main accused — Shiv Sena corporator
Ramesh Mhatre — surrendered before
the Thane police following arrest of three
of his associates Wednesday. Resident
doctors and nurses have announced
protests across the state, while healthcare
organisations have warned of an
indefinite agitation if strict action is not
taken againstthose responsible.

The Maharashtra State Association of

welcomed Mhatre’s arrest and said L
resident doctors in all government =&
medical colleges and hospitals
would wear black ribbons on
Thursday while continuing medical
It stressed that the
agitation is aimed at seeking long-
term measures to curb the rising @
incidents of violence against
healthcare workers across
Maharashtra.

The Maharashtra State Nurses
Association (MSNA) said nurses across
the state would begin a three-day black-
ribbon protest from July 10 and warned
that it would intensify the agitation after

services.

In separate memoranda to the chief
minister, the doctors’ and nurses’
organisations described the alleged

b assault as an attack on the dignity of

healthcare workers and the functioning
of public hospitals. They demanded
immediate arrests, strict action under the

g Maharashtra Medicare Act and the

July 13 if no concrete action was taken.
The Maharashtra Senior Resident
Doctors’ Association (MSRDA) and the
BMC MARD also condemned the
incident, sought Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis’s intervention and demanded a
zero-tolerance policy against violence in

Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, stronger
hospital security, and protection for
doctors and nurses performing their
duties.Dr Manisha Shinde, president of
the Maharashtra State Nurses
Association, said repeated assaults
reflected the failure to enforce existing
laws.
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Ram Mandir theft, Hindu
nationalism, and politics

The cash theft at Ram Mandir that dominates
national and international media headlines, has
escalated into a massive political controversy,
recalling the ideological conflicts of the 1990s. Just
as the Mandir movement assumed immense
political significance then, the theft at the temple
too has gained political traction with the assembly
elections in UP, the nerve centre of the Mandir
movement, just months away.

hile this political interest is natural and
understandable, the situation today presents a stark
difference. The Mandir movement then did not
have to face today’s hyper-competitive, minute-by-
minute breaking news media. When such a
frenzied media apparatus mixes with political
agendas, truth can be uncovered only by taking a
helicopter view that avoids the narratives arrested
by contextual sensationalism

Ram’s opponents now His devotees

The theft has miraculously transformed the
erstwhile opponents of Ram Mandir into his ardent
devotees chanting “Jai Shri Ram”. The Congress
party, which boycotted the ‘Pran Pratishtha’
ceremony in 2024, dispatched a nine-member
high-level delegation for Ram Lala’s darshan last
week. Even if driven by pure political
opportunism, this is a welcome development, as
Mahatma Gandhi, whom it swears by, regarded
“Ram Naam” as cure for all ills, national and
personal.Arvind Kejriwal, who had boycotted the
2024 Mandir ceremony, too has undergone instant
metamorphosis into a Ram Bhakt, declaring that
the theft had deeply pained all Sanatanis and
announcing his Friday visit for darshan. Most
ironically, when Mulayam Singh Yadav was Chief
Minister in 1990, he ordered the police to fire and
kill 16 kar sevaks and later proudly declared he
would have issued the same order even if 30 had to
die. Today, his Samajwadi Party sheds tears,
claiming Ram Bhakts have been cheated.The
overexcited Indian media competing for breaking
news, too joined this political chorus. One media
predicted long-term damage to the BJP. Another
claimed this was a severe setback to BJP’s promise
of Ram Rajya—the gold standard of probity in
governance.

Capitalising on the geopolitical significance of the
temple, global media entities with a history of anti-
India and anti-Hindu bias, the Reuters, BBC, and
Al-Jazeera, painted the incident as if it were a
billion-dollar heist. “Stealing from the gods:
India’s Ram Temple hit by corruption scandal. The
temple is mired in embezzlement allegations
before crucial state elections, embarrassing PM
Modi’s government,” screamed Al-Jazeera.
Atheft—not corruption or a scam

What has happened at the Ram Mandir is a theft. A
pilferage easily executed by lower-level staff
handling cash. Not a corruption or a scam. It would
be corruption only if the top management had
attempted to hush it up. On the contrary, within
days of the theft coming to light, the higher-ups
initiated severe, uncompromising action. There
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Gen Z’s vanishing white-collar dream

Young people are losing their agency and autonomy because of financial dependence on their parents

FOR more than 35 years now, middle-class parents —

especially in India's bigger cities — have sent their
children to college to get professional degrees that
would fetch them decent white-collar jobs. That used to
be their golden ticket to affluence. And it did pay
dividends for most of this period.Young people with
MBAs or degrees in finance or computer science sailed
into corporate offices and began earning more than their
parents ever did. Indeed, our booming IT and finance
industries changed the lives of lakhs of graduates from
small towns, as well — people who would have
otherwise lived a lower-middle class existence.But over
the past few years, things have turned sour for India's
young — what is popularly called Gen Z. Take the
availability of white-collar jobs, for starters. The Centre
for Monitoring Indian Economy (CMIE) estimates that
the number of graduates seeking employment increased
by 74% in the past three years. In the same period, white-
collar hiring— according to Naukri's Jobspeak Index —
grew by a measly 2%Even this figure hides the true
picture of what is happening to Gen Z. Now, the earliest
someone enters a white-collar profession is when they
are 20 years old — most start working when they are 22.
By the time they are 25, their parents and relatives start
pressuring them to get married and then have kids of
their own.That's when student life suddenly gives way
to marital domesticity. And it also increases the need for
money. So, it is common for young white-collar
professionals to begin shopping around for better jobs
by the time they are nearing 30.What is happening to
these people today? CMIE's estimates tell us that during
January-March 2023 and the same period in 2026, the
number of young people of 20-29 years of age, who
either have work or want to work, has increased by 12%.
In the same period — according to Naukri's index —
white-collar employment opportunities for those with 0-
3 years of work experience have increased by just 3%.
This is still respectable compared to hiring among those
with 4-7 years of experience. Here job opportunities
have fallen by 15%!Much of this would have happened
in the IT and finance industries, which is precisely what
most of Gen Z trained for in college. There's been a sharp
decline in hiring in these two sectors in the past three
years — Naukri's data shows that job opportunities in IT
software and software services have dropped by 8%,
while they have fallen by 17% in the banking and
financial services sector. Anecdotal evidence tells us
that the young entry-level employees and middle
managers have borne the brunt of this
'jobapocalypse'.What is interesting is the trend among
the senior-most employees. White-collar hiring activity
among people with more than 13 years of work

experience has increased by 32% in the past three years.
In fact, even this is skewed towards those with more than
16 years of experience, where it has risen by a whopping
40%.This is a direct result of the invasion of Al into the
workplace — especially in tech, finance and consulting.
Al agents are reducing the need to hire freshers; if there
are fewer entry-level employees, then a company no
longer needs that many team leaders and middle
managers to supervise them. As Al flattens the
competition in non-specialised functions, companies
are trying to differentiate themselves through business
strategy. The net result is that firms across the world are
cutting their junior- and mid-level workforce, while they
are trying to get the best senior executives.There is a
corollary to this story — top executives have seen huge
jumps in their salaries, while those in the bottom two
layers of the corporate hierarchy have seen their pay
hikes collapse.In India's IT services industry, for
instance, entry-level salaries have stagnated for the past
decade, while median salaries for those with 5-10 years
of experience have grown at a snail's pace. The CEOs in
some companies, on the other hand, earn 500-700 times
the median pay. And this is true not just for the IT sector,
but for most of India Inc.This puts a different
perspective on wage bills in India's top companies.
Between 2022-23 and 2025-26, the salaries and wages
of the BSE 500 companies — the 500 most valuable

Granary crunch : Storage failures undermine MSP success

listed companies in India — rose at an annual rate of
7.6%, while their net profits increased by 18.7% per
year.If you account for the fact that much of this hike
would have gone to the senior-most managers, one can
estimate that the increments for most employees would
have barely matched inflation. For the youngest lot — the
Gen Z employees — pay hikes are likely to have been
lower than the rise in their cost of living.It is true that
there has been some recovery in white-collar hiring in the
past one year, but all reports suggest that new jobs are
coming at much lower pay. Companies cut their salary
bills by sacking people in 2025, and are now replacing
some of them for less pay. So, while the intense job crisis
of 2024-25 might be easing a bit, Gen Z is getting jobs
that cannot sustain the lifestyle their parents gave them.I
personally know of young people who still have to take
money from their parents to meet their monthly expenses
even after working for more than two years. The previous
generation did the opposite — they sent money home to
their parents or bought them expensive gifts to make their
lives better because they were earning good salaries. This
is not just a matter of finances. Young people are losing
their agency and autonomy because of financial
dependence on their parents. They are being forced to
postpone plans to get married and have children. This
crisis has rid them of hope, and the will to engage with
life. Their world has been turned upside down.

The bottleneck lies in the slow movement of grain by the Food Corporation of India

PUNJAB’s looming foodgrain storage crisis is not

expediting railway rakes may avert an

was no sign of an institutional cover-up which only
will make it a scam.Theft happens everywhere. To
know the times we live in, one must recall Swami
Chinmayananda’s observation: “In the Krita Yuga,
good and evil lived in different worlds (Devas and
Asuras). In Treta Yuga, they existed in the same
world (Ram and Ravana). In Dwapara Yuga, they
were in the same family (Pandavas and Kauravas).
But in Kali Yuga, they exist within the same human
being.” We live in Kali Yuga, where good and evil
reside simultaneously in man.When desire and
greed overpower even inherently good people,
crimes can occur in the most sacred of spaces—be
it churches, mosques or temples. Stealing from a
temple Hundi (donation box) is notoriously easy.
As the C P Ramaswami Iyer Committee report on
temple administration astutely noted, money
dropped into a Hundi is sacred, but the moment it is
taken out, it becomes mere currency notes. It was
based on this very logic that the judiciary permitted
secular governments to take over temple funds.

the result of a bumper harvest. It is the
consequence of a procurement system that has
stopped keeping pace with reality. With
warehouses already crammed with rice from
previous seasons, the state is preparing for yet
another paddy procurement cycle with little room
left to accommodate fresh stocks. Unless old
grain is evacuated swiftly, procurement
operations could slow, payments to farmers may
be delayed and the entire supply chain could
come under strain. The irony is striking. Punjab
has long been celebrated as India’s food bowl,
faithfully delivering wheat and rice to the national
pool under the minimum support price (MSP)
regime. Yet the very system that rewarded
production has failed to modernise storage, transport
and distribution. The bottleneck lies in the slow
movement of grain by the Food Corporation of India.
As more This annual crisis exposes a deeper policy

immediate crisis, but they cannot
substitute for structural reform. The
answer lies in modern silos, faster
evacuation, smarter inventory

mismatch. India continues to procure grain on a
massive scale even as consumption patterns, regional
production and logistics have changed. Temporary
measures such as creating additional storage space or

India’s gaze fixed on NAT() summit

management and a serious push towards
crop diversification. Punjab cannot be
expected to shoulder the nation's food
security burden indefinitely while bearing
the costs of an outdated procurement
model.

. The overflowing granaries should serve as a
warning. Without systemic reform,
Punjab’s warehouses will continue to
overflow and a recurring logistical failure
will increasingly undermine one of India’s
greatest agricultural successes.states become self-
sufficient in rice, Punjab’s stocks remain stranded in
overflowing godowns, inflating storage costs and
risking deterioration in grain quality.

New Delhi needs to recognise that even the strongest alliances undergo evolution

THE 36th NATO summit (July 7-8) is being held in
Tirkiye at an unusual moment. For many of its
European members, the alliance’s biggest strategic
uncertainty today lies not in Moscow. It lies in
Washington. Questions about US reliability,
transatlantic cohesion and the future of NATO (North
Atlantic Treaty Organisation) will weigh as heavily as
those about Russia. Yet the consequences of NATO’s
decisions will extend far beyond Europe, making the
Ankara event more than just a transatlantic summit.

Founded in 1949 as a defensive transatlantic alliance in
response to Cold War exigencies, NATO has persisted
well beyond the dismantling of the Soviet Union. Its
remit has steadily expanded since its first out-of-area
operation, enforcing a no-fly zone in the Bosnian War
during 1992-95. In 1999, it conducted a 78-day aerial
bombing campaign against Yugoslavia. Closer home,
NATO participated in counter-piracy operations in the
Gulf of Aden and the Indian Ocean during 2008-16.
Today, its decisions transcend Europe, increasingly
shaping global defence markets, military deployments,
technology controls and even Indo-Pacific security.

Four issues will dominate NATO discussions:
implementation of the Hague commitment to raise
defence spending to 5% of GDP by 2035; sustaining
support for Ukraine in the fifth year of the war; the
direction of US policy under President Donald Trump;
and the fallout from the Iran war. Taken together, they
reveal that NATO must confront its adversaries while
adapting to a changing America and asking whether an
alliance built for consensus can still move at the pace
that strategic competition demands. From New Delhi,
the answers to these questions look rather different than
they do from Washington or Brussels.As regards the
Ukraine war, NATO acknowledges that it has become

less a test of military manoeuvre than of industrial
endurance, with the resulting war of attrition placing
growing strain on allied resources. India’s consistent
position, that only dialogue and diplomacy can produce
a durable settlement, remains sound. India has a direct
interest in seeing the war end. A prolonged conflict will
continue to reshape energy and defence markets as well
as sanctions far beyond Europe.

The most consequential undercurrent at Ankara is the US

itself. Threats to annex Greenland, Trump’s musings
about making Canada the 51st American state and
Washington’s February 28 attack on Iran, which
blindsided America’s closest NATO allies, have raised
doubts about the predictability of US leadership. In
private conversations, many will ask whether the US has
itself become a strategic variable that even its closest
allies must now manage. India has long held that formal
alliances are no guarantee of predictable behaviour, and
Trump’s approach unintentionally reinforces that
proposition. The irony is striking. While Western
capitals long extolled alliance politics, European NATO
members are now quietly questioning how much
certainty alliances still provide.An equally important
question receives far less attention. If Europeans assume
greater responsibility for their own defence, Washington
will be able to devote more military attention to the Indo-
Pacific. Every additional euro Europe spends on its own
defence potentially releases American resources for the
Indo-Pacific. That, in turn, will influence China’s
strategic calculations, regional military balances and the
Indian Ocean environment. India welcomes a stable
multipolar Asia, but has no interest in NATO’s
institutional extension into the Indo-Pacific.India’s own
engagement with the US as a partner is growing, from
semiconductors and space to defence and diaspora.

Nonetheless, India should dismiss any framing of it by
NATO as a balancing partner against China. India

chooses partnerships to serve its national interest,
consistent with its strategic autonomy and multi-
alignment approach. External vindication is neither
sought nor needed.As with Ukraine, the repercussions
of the Iran conflict directly reach India. Most NATO
members declined to join the US campaign against Iran
this year, while calculating how to insulate themselves
from future disruptions. For India, West Asia is not a
distant theatre but a neighbourhood in which it has
significant equities: ten million Indians, energy supplies
and food security. Disruption to shipping through the
Strait of Hormuz would immediately affect Indian
interests. NATO discussions on securing maritime
routes deserve our close attention.One important
implication of the Ankara summit relates to defence
markets. As European NATO members substantially
raise defence budgets, demand will grow for artillery, air

defence, drones and munitions. India’s defence industry
has begun moving from buyer-seller relationships
towards co-development and co-innovation. European
rearmament will create opportunities Indian industry
should seize.Hosting the summit has enabled Tiirkiye to
showcase its UAV (unmanned aerial vehicle) industry
while advancing its regional ambitions. New Delhi’s
ties with Ankara have been strained by the latter’s
alignment with Pakistan on questions internal to India.
India’s outreach to Armenia, Cyprus and Greece in
recent years was a considered response, not a reactive
one. Tiirkiye’s diplomatic moves on the sidelines of the
summit and beyond deserve close watching.Coinciding
with the Ankara summit, Prime Minister Narendra Modi
is visiting Indonesia and travelling onwards to two of the
“Five Eyes”, Australiaand New Zealand. The contrast is
instructive: NATO operates through treaty obligations;
India through flexible partnerships, strategic autonomy
and issue-based cooperation. India is engaging the same
strategic geography, but on its own terms and through a
very different diplomatic model.The summit’s
communiqué will paper over cracks, as such
communiqués invariably do. The real test lies in whether
NATO sustains higher defence spending, maintains
credible support for Ukraine, manages the fallout from
the Iran war and preserves confidence in US
leadership.For India, Ankara is not a meeting to
influence; it is one to interpret. What it reveals about US
leadership, European defence capacity and NATO’s
adaptability will impinge on India’s choices on defence
industrial partnerships, foreign policy and the Indo-
Pacific. Its significance for New Delhi lies less in its
communiqué, which will soon be forgotten, than in the
strategic choices it foreshadows. The summit reminds us
that nothing is eternal.
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Andhra govt announces
Rs 10 lakh ex-gratia to
missing fishers' families

VISAKHAPATNAM, (Agency)

A three-member committee has
recommended that the families of the six
fishermen who remain missing after their
mechanised fishing boat capsized off the
Visakhapatnam coast be extended ex gratia
and insurance benefits under the Group
Accident Insurance Scheme (GAIS), after
concluding that the fishermen may be
presumed to have died while at sea.

The assistance comprises Rs 5 lakh from
the Chief Minister’s Relief Fund and Rs 5
lakh under the GAIS. The recommendation
comes after the six fishermen remained
untraced despite coordinated search and
rescue operations by the Indian Coast
Guard, Indian Navy and Marine Police,
which continued for more than 72 hours.

In its report, the committee observed, “In
view of the facts narrated and the findings
recorded, the Committee presumes that the
fishermen might have died while fishing at
sea, enabling the dependent nominees of
the deceased fishermen to claim ex gratia
under the Group Accident Insurance
Scheme (GAIS).” The report does not
formally declare the fishermen dead but
records the committee’s presumption for
the purpose of processing compensation
claims under the scheme.

Andhra govt clears
guidelines for passive
euthanasia

VIJAYAWADA., (Agency)

In a landmark decision, the Andhra
Pradesh government has cleared the
guidelines to implement passive
euthanasia in the State, offering a legally
backed mechanism for terminally ill
patients surviving on life support with no
hope ofrecovery.

Health Minister ¥ Satya Kumar Yadav on
Wednesday formally approved the
operational guidelines framed in absolute
alignment with the Supreme Court’s
historical directives on the matter.

The decision aims to alleviate the
prolonged suffering of end-stage patients
while providing much-needed legal
immunity and protection to both grieving
family members and attending medical
professionals.

The pguidelines are based on the apex
court’s landmark ruling which clarified
that the right to die with dignity is a
fundamental right under Article 21 of the
Constitution.The judgment, originally
delivered in 2018 on a writ petition filed by
the NGO ‘Common Cause’, underwent key
modifications by the Supreme Court in
January 2023 to remove legal bottlenecks
that previously left hospitals, doctors, and
families in a dilemma regarding the
withdrawal of life-support systems.

Natural or neglect?
Wavyanad landslip sparks
fierce dispute

Agartala. (Agency)

Amid anger and pain, an intense dispute
over accountability for the landslip at the
Anakkampoyil-Kalladi-Meppadi tunnel
project site in Wayanad continues to pit
officials of the contracting firm against
state authorities and local residents. While
Agriculture Minister T Siddique, residents
and eyewitnesses have labelled the tragedy
a “man-made disaster”, representatives of
Dilip Buildcon Ltd, the contractor,
strongly reject claims of operational
failure or corporate negligence.
Recovering in his hospital bed, site
employee Kunju R firmly maintains that
the disaster was a natural calamity driven
by extraordinary weather. On Wednesday,
he was allowed to speak to reporters by the
private hospital in Meppadi. He recalled
that actual tunnel construction had been
suspended for 10 days due to the
downpour. “Everyone had anticipated that
the area where excavated soil was dumped
might pose a threat, but that zone
remained completely secure,” Kunju
stated.

“Instead, the disaster struck from an
entirely unexpected quadrant—the dense
forestareato the left of the site.” According
to project staff, 48 hours of torrential rain
created powerful underground springs,
causing the heavily saturated topsoil on the
forest slope to slide all at once. Sebastian, a
GM of the company, reinforced this
stance, asserting the mudslide originated
12m outside active construction
perimeter.
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Rain destroys idols worth crores in
Maharashtra’'s Pen before Ganesh Chaturthi

Days of heavy rain in the state caused creeks to overflow and inundate Johe and Tambadshet villages in Pen taluka, where over 1,000 artisans make a large
share of Maharashtra's Ganesh idols. Individual losses range from Rs 10 lakh to Rs 20 lakh.

Mumbai. (Agency)

Barely a month before Ganesh Chaturthi,
when workshops in Maharashtra’s
famed idol-making belt would usually be

buzzing with activity, silence has |
descended over Johe and Tambadshet |

villages in Pen taluka of Raigad district.
Clayidolsin various stages of completion
lie buried under slush, broken beyond
repair, after floodwaters triggered by days
of torrential rain swept through the low-
lying villages on Tuesday, leaving
hundreds of artisans counting losses
running into crores.

The latest devastation comes close on the

heels of another setback for Pen’s idol-
making industry.

Earlier, The Indian Express had reported
thatthe conflictin West Asia had disrupted
exports of Ganesh idols, with escalating
shipping costs, freight delays and
uncertainty over consignments to various
countries hurting artisans and exporters

ahead of the festive season.The two
neighbouring villages, known for

i producing a large share of Maharashtra’s
b Ganesh idols every year, witnessed
| floodwaters rising within minutes on
 Tuesday after incessant rainfall caused

nearby creeks to overflow. Artisans said

| they had little warning before water
4 rushed into their workshops, washing

away idols that had taken months to
make.“We have never seen anything like
this before,” said Mahendra Ganesh Patil
(43) of Shivratna Kalakendra, whose
family has been making Ganesh idols for
generations.

“I had around 500 idols, mostly between
1.5 and 2 feet in height, ready for sale in

Key witness in Jaswant Khalra’s murder, who had turned
hostile, alive: Fed him roti with my hands in lock-up’

Kikkar Singh says Khalra was “heavily bruised” afier police torture. Police shot Khalra dead

two days after they had met in lock-up.

Chandigarh. (Agency)

“I fed him roti with my hands in the lock-
up of Kang police station. He was so
heavily bruised after police torture that
his hands could not reach his mouth.

I had initially recorded my statement
that I had seen Jaswant Singh Khalra §
in police custody but later turned
hostile as my family’s life was in
danger. My brother was picked up by
the Punjab Police and implicated in
false cases,” claims Kikkar Singh, 53,
a key witness in the police-
orchestrated 1995 abduction and
murder of Jaswant Singh Khalra.
Recently, Khalra’s biopic Satlyj,
starring Diljit Dosanjh, has been banned
by the Government of India and taken off
the OTT platform. A human rights
activist, Khalra had investigated
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hundreds of alleged “fake encounters”
executed by Punjab Police during
militancy period, leading to CBI
investigation and conviction of several
policemen.
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Contrary to the belief that Kikkar Singh’s
“whereabouts were unknown” and that
he might have “died”, he currently livesin
Ludhiana. A native of Jauravillage in Tarn

Taran district, Kikkar Singh was also
detained at Kang police station in Tarn
Taran on October 24, 1995, the day Khalra
wasalsoillegally detained there for a brief
period.

After over 50 days of alleged torture in
police custody, Khalra, who was
abducted from Amritsar on September 6,
1995, was shot dead at Jhabal police
station on October 27, 1995, and his body
was throwninto the Sutlej river.

Kikkar Singh had initially told the CBI
that he saw Khalra in police custody on
October 24, 1995, witnessed signs of
torture on his body, and helped him eat.
Kikkar Singh’s detention by the police
was independently corroborated by a
judicial inquiry. However, he later turned
hostile, claiming that the police were
“harassing and pressuring him and his
family.”

NIA seeks lite term for Mangaluru
cooker blast convict Mohammed Shariq

Banglaore, (Agency)

The National Investigation Agency (NIA)

on July 1 moved the Karnataka High §&

Court seeking a life sentence for

Mohammed Shariq, 27, the main accused u
in the November 19, 2022 Mangaluru &

cooker blast case, who was already
awarded 10years imprisonment.

Shariq was convicted on terrorism and
conspiracy charges by a special court for
terrorism cases on April 27 after he
pleaded guilty.

The central agency moved the Karnataka
High Court on July 1 with a plea to “set

aside the April 27, 2026 order” of the
special court for terrorism cases and to
“consequently, enhance the sentence of
imprisonment for life” in the case of
Sharig. The matter is yet to be taken up by
the High Court, although a hearing date

wassetfor July 9.

Shariq, 27, suffered serious injuries after
a cooker bomb he was carrying
accidentally detonated in an
autorickshaw in Mangaluru on
November 19, 2022, He was sentenced to
10 years’ imprisonment under the
Unlawful Activities Prevention Act, 1967.
In addition, Shariq was also sentenced to
10 vears in prison under the Indian Penal
Code (IPC) sections for attempt to
murder, causing grievous injuries (to the
autorickshaw driver) and criminal
conspiracy, as well as the Explosive
Substances Act, by the special court.

Mumbai and Pune. In just half an hour,
everything was gone. I reached the
workshop around 11.30 am. Earlier in the
morning there was no water at all, but
suddenly the entire place was
submerged,” he said.

Patil estimated that he had suffered losses
ofatleast Rs151akh in finished idols alone,
besides the cost of raw materials, labour
andtransportation.

The devastation has come at the busiest
period of the year for idol makers, who
spend months preparing for Ganesh
Chaturthi. Most idols had already been
booked by customers across Maharashtra
while many were meant to be shipped
outside the state.

10 officers, RS 49.8 crore
assets: What Karnataka
Lokayukta searches found

Bengaluru. (Agency)

The Karnataka Lokayukta conducted
simultaneous search operations at more
than 53 locations across the state on
Wednesday in connection with
disproportionate assets (DA) cases
registered against 10 government officers,
uncovering assets collectively valued at
over Rs49.8 crore.

This is the second major search operation
conducted after D K Shivakumar took
charge as Karnataka’s chief minister.
According to the Lokayukta, the officers
had combined assets of Rs 37.95 crore in
immovable property and Rs 11.88 crore in
movable property, taking the total to
approximately Rs49.83 crore.

The search operation came a day after
Lokayukta officials conducted searches on
three government officials, including the
special deputy commissioner of Bengaluru
district, on Tuesday in connection with the
alleged illegal allotment of 13 acres of
governmentland to privateindividuals.
According to Lokayukta officials, the
searches were conducted at premises
linked to M K Jagadish, special deputy
commissioner, Bengaluru district; B R
Manjunath, tahsildar; and Rajanikanth, a
clerk.

The case is related to the alleged wrongful
allotment of more than 13 acres of land at
Hunasamaranahalli to private people,
causing a loss to the government. The
Lokayukta officials who had registered a
case had obtained permission from the
government and were granted warrants to
conduct the raid. A Lokayukta officer said
that they have seized documents from the
offices and residences and are
investigating further.

Doctor assault triggers protests, political
storm; Sena corporator, 3 aides arrested

Resident doctors and nurses announce black ribbon agitation today

Mumbai. (Agency)

The alleged assault on doctors and nurses
at a civic hospital in Dombivli snowballed
into a statewide confrontation between the
medical fraternity and the Maharashtra
government, even as the main accused —
Shiv Sena corporator Ramesh Mhatre —
surrendered before the Thane police
following arrest of three of his associates
Wednesday. Resident doctors and nurses
have announced protests across the state,
while healthcare organisations have
warned of an indefinite agitation if strict
action is not takem against those
responsible.

The Maharashtra State Association of
Resident Doctors (Central MARD)
welcomed Mhatre’s arrest and said
resident doctors in all government
medical colleges and hospitals would wear
black ribbons on Thursday while
continuing medical services. It stressed
that the agitation is aimed at seeking long-

term measures to curb the rising incidents
of violence against healthcare workers
across Maharashtra.

The Maharashtra State Nurses Association
(MSNA) said nurses across the state would
begin a three-day black-ribbon _
protest from July 10 and %¢
warned that it would intensify
the agitation after July 13 if no |
concrete action was taken. The &
Maharashtra Senior Resident |
Doctors’ Association (MSRDA)
and the BMC MARD also
condemned the incident, f
sought Chief Minister |¢
Devendra Fadnavis's |
intervention and demanded a '
zero-tolerance policy against [
violencein hospitals.

public hospitals. They demanded
immediate arrests, strict action under the
Maharashtra Medicare Act and the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, stronger
hospital security, and protection for

In separate memoranda to the chief doctors and nurses performing their

minister, the doctors’ and nurses’
organisations described the alleged

duties.Dr Manisha Shinde, president of
the Maharashtra State Nurses Association,

assault as an attack on the dignity of Saidrepeated assaults reflected the failure
healthcare workers and the functioning of to enforce existing laws. “People have no

fear oflaw and order and think they can get
away easily after assaulting doctors,
nurses or any other medical staff deployed
to treat them. There has to be strict action
against such people so that no one dares to

repeat such acts... We want the Chief
 Minister to take this matter very
seriously. Doctors and nurses are
already treating an overwhelming
number of patients despite being
under-staffed and overworked,” she
said.Central MARD gave the
authorities 72 hours to identify and
4 arrest those responsible, warning
that failure to do so would lead to an
indefinite statewide agitation.“The
safety of doctors and healthcare
workers is essential for ensuring
uninterrupted and quality healthcare
services to the public. We urge the
government to treat this matter with
utmost seriousness and implement strict
measures to prevent such incidents in the
future,” the association said.

74



New Delhi, Friday , 10 July 2026

NATIONAL

The Sikh Times

8

Delhi waterlogged, Surat flooded, landslides
in Uttarakhand, Kerala amid heavy rain

Torrential monsoon rain battered several states, triggering floods, landslides, a building collapse and widespread transport disruption. Thousands were evacuated as rescue operations

continued, while the Centre reviewed the situation and the IMD warned of more heavy rainfall.

New Delhi. (Agency)

Torrential monsoon rain lashed large
parts of India on Wednesday and
Thursday, setting off flash floods,
landslides, a building collapse and major
disruption to road and rail movement
across several states. Rescue teams were
deployed in multiple locations, thousands
were moved from flood-affected areas,
and the India Meteorological Department
warned that more heavy rain was likely in
several regions.

Amid the worsening weather, Union
Home Minister Amit Shah spoke to the
chief ministers of Kerala, Maharashtra,

Gujarat and Jammu and Kashmir to

review the situation and said the Centre ¥

would extend all possible assistance. The [

impact was felt across Delhi-NCR,

Maharashtra, Gujarat, Kerala, Jammuand =

Kashmir and Rajasthan, with authorities
remaining on alert as the monsoon
strengthened further.

DELHI-NCR: BUILDING COLLAPSE,
WATERLOGGING AND TRAFFICSNARLS
Delhi recorded one of its heaviest spells of
rain this season overnight, leaving several
neighbourhoods waterlogged and
slowing traffic across the city. The IMD
issued red and orange alerts and warned
of thunderstorms, intense rain and

lightning. By 8.30 am, Mayur Vihar had
received 102 mm of rain over the previous
24 hours, followed by Pusa with 83 mm,
Lodhi Road with 80 mm and Safdarjung
with 72.6 mm.

In Rohini, three people died after a newly
built four-storey structure collapsed. A
preliminary assessment by the civic body

said plumbing work was going on inside
the building and that drilling or cutting of
structural parts, including beams and
columns, may have led to the collapse.
Officials have not linked the incident to
therain.

Elsewhere in the capital, severe
waterlogging was reported from Sadar
Bazar, Nasirpur, Greater Kailash,
Badarpur, Teliwara, Mahavir Bazar,
Swarup Nagar and Kushak Road.

Traffic moved very slowly on Ring Road,
Outer Ring Road and NH-48, especially
near Dhaula Kuan, Mahipalpur and
Rajokri.

The Delhi Fire Service attended calls

about uprooted trees in East of Kailash,
while civic agencies received several
complaints about waterlogging, fallen
trees and power cuts. The Delhi
government said long-standing flooding
points such as Minto Bridge and ITO did
notsee waterlogging thistime.

Heavy rain also disrupted life in
neighbouring Gurugram, where
waterlogging stranded vehicles and
reduced traffic to a crawl on key roads.
Congestion was reported on the Delhi-
Jaipur Highway service lane near
Narsinghpur, Basai, Umang Bhardwaj
Chowk, Kadipur, Sector 10A and Sohna
Road, among other stretches.

Capital breathes clean air amid rain,

IMD issues yellow alert

New Delhi. (Agency)

SC to examine if arrest memo typo can

By Oct- Nov, five new waste
processing plants to be
operational

Asrains continue to lash the capital, its Ridge weather
station recorded 154% excess rainfall this month. The
city also registered its cleanest air in more than 10
months on Wednesday, even as waterlogging and
traffic snarls disrupted normal life.

The India Meteorological Department (IMD) said the
Ridge weather station received 79.1 mm of rainfall
between July 1 and 8.30 am on July 8, 154% higher
than the long-period average of 31.2 mm for the
corresponding period.

Additonally, the IMD has issued a ‘yellow alert’ for
Thursday and forecast a generally cloudy sky with
lightto moderate rain.

On the air quality front, the city’s 24-hour average Air
Quality Index (AQI) stood at 59 in the ‘satisfactory’
category, the lowest since September 4, 2025, when it
was 58.

According to the weather department, cumulative
rainfall till 8.30 am stood at 14.2 mm at Safdarjung,
19.2mm at Palam, 17.8 mm at Lodhi Road, 54.3 mm at
Ridge, 37.6 mm at Ayanagar, 18.6 mm at Rajghat, 44.5
mm at Pusa, 85.5 mm at Najafgarh and 24.5 mm at
Mayur Vihar.

Persistent showers kept temperatures well below
normal. Safdarjung recorded a maximum
temperature of 30.8 ° Celsius, 5.8 notches below
normal, followed by Palam at 30.0° Celsius, 7.4
notches below normal, Lodhi Road at 30.2° Celsius,
4.8 notches below normal, Ridge at 29.4 °s Celsius, 6.8
notches belownormal, and Ayanagar at 28.3° Celsius,
8.3notchesbelownormal.

Delhi scores high in school
education, enrolment gaps a
worry

New Delhi. (Agency)

The capital city has been placed among the country’s
better-performing states and Union Territories in the
Ministry of Education’s Performance Grading Index
(PGI) 2025-26. While the capital scored well across
several school education indicators, the report
flagged concerns over declining enrolment at the
foundational level and lower student retention in
secondary classes.

For 2025-26, Delhi was placed in the second-highest
performance band, alongside Punjab, Kerala, Dadra
and Nagar Haveli, and Daman and Diu. Chandigarh
was the only State or Union Territory to achieve the
higher Uttam-3 category.

The PGI is the Centre’s annual assessment of school
education, evaluating states across 70 indicators
covering learning outcomes, access, infrastructure,
equity, governance, and teacher education. The index
groups states into performance bands based on
scores.

The framework is based on data from multiple official
sources, including the Unified District Information
System for Education Plus (UDISE+), PARAKH
Rashtriya Sarvekshan 2024, the PM POSHAN portal,
PRABANDH and Vidyanjali.

Despite its overall performance, the report
highlighted a decline in enrolment at the
foundational stage, covering pre-primary to Class II,
where the Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER) fell to 102.8 in
2024-25.

In this regard, the Ministry has advised the Delhi
government to analyse class-wise enrolment trends
and make better use of data available through the
Poshan Tracker.At the same time, Delhi recorded
improvements in enrolment across higher classes.
The GER at the preparatory stage (Classes III-V)
increased from 51 to 52.2, while the middle stage
(Classes VI-VIII) registered a significant jump from
106.8 to 115. Enrolment at the secondary level
(Classes IX-XII) also improved marginally.

justify bail for Sonam Raghuvanshi

New Delhi. (Agency)

Appearing for the state, Solicitor
General Tushar Mehta argued that
the mention of the wrong statutory
section in the arrest memo was a
purely clerical error and could not be

New Delhi. (Agency) ground that the arrest memo
contained such an error.

The Supreme Courton Thursdaysaid The bench directed the Meghalaya
it may refer to a larger bench the Police to place legible copies of the

legal question of whether a original arrest documents on record

The Municipal Corporation of Delhi’s five new
fresh waste processing plants are set to become
operational by October-November this year,
officials said.

Apart from landfill sites like Ghazipur, Okhla

typographical error in an arrest
memo, including the mention of
an incorrect statutory provision,
issufficient toinvalidate an arrest
and justify bail to Sonam
Raghuvanshi, who is accused of
murdering her husband.

A partial working-day bench of
Justices Manoj Misra and Shree
Chandrashekhar also indicated
that it would closely examine
whether the Meghalaya High Court so it could verify what was actually

treated as a ground to invalidate
the arrest or sustain bail in a
murder case.

"This is a very serious case where
bail has been granted on the
ground that the written grounds
of arrest were not supplied, even
though there is a record showing
that they were furnished at the
time of arrest," Mehta
submitted.He further contended
that the gravity of the offence

was justified in upholding communicated to the accused atthe should not be overshadowed by a

Raghuvanshi's bail solely on the timeofherarrest.

technical defectin the paperwork.

Truck carrying 20 tonnes of suspected

and Bhalaswa, these plants will be set up in two
new identified spots - Singhola and Narela-
Bawana. The combined capacity of the five
waste-processing projects is 5,900 metric
tonnes and is expected to resolve the waste
processing gapin the city.

Currently, the city processes about 7,000-8,000

x ~ TN -

cow meat seized in Rajasthan

New Delhi. (Agency) motorway.The consignment of meat Mumbai to Uttar Pradesh. Cow
reportedly belonged to a private vigilantes expressed suspicion about
A container truck carrying companyand was being transported the nature of the meat being

approximately 20 tonnes of beefwas in large-scale commercial transported through the vehicle and

tonnes of fresh waste every day against a daily
waste generation of 13,000-14,000 tonnes.
The plants worth "596 crore were approved by

seized by the police in
Rajasthan's Alwar district after
receiving a tip-off from cow
vigilantes. While the vehicle's
papers declared the cargo
buffalo meat, a group of right-
wing activists alleged that the

truck was transporting cow |

meat.The container truck was
intercepted by the police on a

‘---.. ——
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demanded that it be examined by
the animal husbandry
department.Acting on
information provided by them,
the truck was intercepted and
1 seized by the police. Following
this, a veterinary officer was
called in.Samples of the meat
were subsequently collected and
sent for laboratory testing. The

the MCD last month. The development comes
when biomining operations at the landfill sites
have slowed by more than half due to monsoon,
temporarily affecting the pace of legacy waste
remediation. Officials said, monthly targets are
revised to account for the slowdown, with work
expected to pick up again after the monsoon.

Accordingtothe civic body, the Okhla plant will
have a processing capacity of 1,400 tonnes per
day (TPD), the Ghazipur plant 800 TPD and the

stretch of the Delhi-Mumbai Ppackaging. According to the police,
Expressway while Union Minister of the container was carrying packaged
Road Transport and Highways, Nitin meat in quantities ranging from 1
Gadkari, had arrived in Alwar on kilogramto 10kilograms.

police said an investigation is
underway into the matter, adding
that it will only be possible to
determine the actual nature of the
meat after the testreportisreceived.

Bhalswa plant 1.800 TPD. The remaining two
facilities,
having a capacity of 700 TPD and 1200 TPD,
respectively.

at Singhola and Narela-Bawana,

Wednesday to inspect the major The truck was travelling from

Delhi HC seeks police response on plea of conman
Sukesh Chandrasekhar's close aide in extortion case

The petition claimed that Irani was wrongly charged in the case and that there was no basis to sustain the MCOCA provisions against her.

New Delhi. (Agency)

---- The Delhi High Court on prov131ons
Wednesday sought a .. .

moved by the alleged 3
conman Sukesh [g8
Chandrasekhar’s close
aide Pinky Irani ;
challenging the framing [
of charges againstherina
Rs 200 crore extortion
caseagainstthem.

The trial court on June 3
framed charges against
Chandrashekar, Irani, and 19 others
for offences, including under the | , ' nderin g

Irani,

case,

stringent MCOCA (Maharashtra
Control of Organised Crime Act)

who allegedly introduced
actor Jacqueline Fernandez, a co-
accused in a separate money

onthetrial court proceedings.

Justice Madhu Jain issued notice to
Delhi Police on Irani’s

revision petition assailing
b the trial court order and
granted two weeks to the
investigating agency to file
its response. The court has
listed the matter for hearing

| onSeptember 10.

Chandrashekhar, has sought a stay

The petition claimed that
Irani was wrongly charged
in the case and that there
was no basis to sustain the
MCOCA provisions against her.

The police soughttime to reply in the

t o Plea.

They had earlier alleged that Irani
used to portray Sukesh as a business
tycoon and was instrumental in
facilitating meetings with Bollywood
personalities.

US terror accused seeks ‘American
diet’injail

A Delhicourtsoughtaresponse from
Tihar Central Prison on a plea filed
by the US citizen Matthew Aaron Van
Dyke, an alleged ‘mercenary’
accused in a terror conspiracy case
in India and Myanmar, who sought
an ‘American diet’ in prison. Dyke’s
counsel claimed that he is currently
on a hunger strike for around 50 days
and was unable to tolerate the spicy,
oily, and deep-fried food.
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Egypt were robbed: New York City Mayor
Mamdani's smooth World Cup jibe goes viral

«New York City Mayor Zohran Mamdani FIFA World Cup encounter.

NEWS BOX

Women's cricket gets its
first Lord's Test as England
face India

LONDON. (Agency)

Lord's will finally host a women's Test, 142
years since staging its first such men's
match, when England face India in a four-
day game at the 'Home of Cricket' starting
Friday.

"It just boggles my mind that it is just the
first (women's) Test match here at Lord's,"
said India coach Amol Muzumdar, who
added: "It is a great occasion and we are
looking forward toit."

The match takes place just over 50 years
since the first women's match of any kind
at the renowned London venue, with
England beating Australia by eight wickets
in a one-day international on August 4,
1976.

England's captain at Lord's that day was
the late Rachael Heyhoe Flint, a
pioneering figure in a women's game
where players were still wearing skirts
rather than, as they do no now, white or
coloured trousers.

Heyhoe Flint, who died in 2017, now has a
gatenamed after her at Lord's.

But in 1976, Marylebone Cricket Club
(MCC), the owners of Lord's, were still
decades away from admitting women as
members, with the thought of females
walking directly through the Long Room
of the pavilion before taking the field a
distantdream.

England's No. 5 that day, Megan Lear,
compared the experience to the moon
landing, telling the Guardian: "On that day
in 1976, to walk on to the hallowed turf at
Lord's, it was like one small step for us
women cricketers, but one giant leap
towards the future of women's cricket."

It is a sign of how things have changed
from those amateur days that a Test
between two professional sides will also
be England's second fixture at Lord's in
under a week following Sunday's defeat by
Australia in the women's T20 World Cup
final -- a match that attracted a capacity
crowd.

Nine of England's World Cup squad are
included for the Test, including captain
Nat Sciver-Brunt, who is "hoping to play"
despite anagging calfinjury.

‘| Am 0Id, | Can Barely Walk': Internet
Decodes MS Dhoni's Gesture During
3rd India vs England T20I

BENGALURU. (Agency)

MS Dhoni recently celebrated his 45th
birthday. The legendary India captain
retired from international cricket long
ago but continues to be part of the
Chennai Super Kings side in the IPL.
However, in the 2026 edition, Dhoni did
not play a single match. He was recently
spotted at the India vs England third T20I
at Trent Bridge, where he was seen
interacting with fans through gestures.
"I'm old now. My beard has gone grey,
and I can barely walk," he seemed to be
saying in jest, as decoded by a social
media handle.Dhoni has one of the most
inspiring journeys in sports history.
From working as a ticket collector at a
railway station, he transformed into
India's biggest trophy collector, leading
the team to the ICC T20 World Cup 2007,
ICC Cricket World Cup 2011, and ICC
Champions Trophy 2013 titles as captain.
He made his international debut in 2004
and carved outareputation as a ferocious
hitter of the cricket ball before evolving
into a finisher who guided his team to
victories with calculated aggression and
exceptional tactical acumen.

With 17,266 international runs, 829
dismissals, and 538 appearances across
formats for India, Dhoni is not only one
of the greatest cricketers the game has
ever seen but also a revolutionary who
redefined the role of a wicketkeeper-
batter and transformed India's approach
tolimited-overs cricket.

In 350 One-Day Internationals (ODIs),
Dhoni amassed 10,773 runs at an
exceptional average of 50.57, including
10 centuries and 73 half-centuries, with a
career-best score of an unbeaten 183. He
remains India's sixth-highest run-scorer
in ODIs, with Sachin Tendulkar leading
thelistwith 18,426 runs.

What makes Dhoni's record truly
remarkable is that he accumulated more
than 10,000 ODI runs while batting
predominantly in the middle order,
maintaining an average above 50 despite
often arriving at the crease under
pressure and with fewer overs at his
disposal.

SPORTS

slipped a viral 'Egypt were robbed'
line into a bus service briefing after
Egypt's defeat to Argentina in the
Round of 16. His remarks amplified
the raging row over refereeing and
Egypt's reactions to their exit.

Political speeches are historically
renowned for calculated pivots, but
Mamdani executed a masterclass in
rhetorical misdirection on Wednesday.
In what was scheduled to be a

completely dry, administrative press B

conference outlining municipal
infrastructure upgrades, Mamdani
smoothly weaponised local transit

New Delhi. (Agency)

The fallout from Egypt's highly
controversial, heartbreaking 3-2 Round
of 16 exit to Argentina has transcended
the footballing sphere, finding its way
into the upper echelons of American
civic politics. New York City Mayor
Zohran Mamdani has thrust himself into
the centre of a global sporting debate,
declaring that the North African side
were "robbed" during their dramatic

data to deliver a scathing, globally

heard verdict on the World Cup's [

biggest refereeing scandal.

Unveiling his new "Next Stop: Better
Buses, Faster Service" initiative,
Mamdani was deep into a statistical
breakdown of how streamlined bus
routes could return 24 hours of personal
time to local commuters over a six-
month period.

He began painting a picture of domestic
bliss, outlining the human value of time
saved."That means breakfast with your
family," Mamdani told the gathered

The

press corps. "It means having the time to
argue balls and strikes at your kid's Little
League game. It means getting home for
bedtime.”

Then came the sucker punch. Without

-

breaking stride, Mamdani added: "It
means agreeing with your friends that
Egyptwere robbed yesterday.”

WHAT HAPPENED DURING EGYPT vs

ARGENTINA

The Mayor's comments have poured
petrol onto a burning row at FIFA World
Cup. The source of global fury centres

Ukraine's Marta Kostyuk blasts I0C over
easing of Russian Olympic restrictions

New Delhi. (Agency)

Ukraine’s Marta Kostyuk has strongly
criticised the International Olympic
Committee's (IOC) decision to
ease restrictions on Russian
athletes, calling the move
"terrible" and insisting it is "very,
very far from fair play" as
Russia's invasion of Ukraine
continues. Kostyuk made the
comments after reaching her
maiden Wimbledon semifinal
with a commanding 6-3, 6-2
victory over 2024 runner-up
Jasmine Paolini.

The 24-year-old, one of Ukraine's
most outspoken athletes since the war
began in 2022, said she completely
disagreed with the IOC's decision to
provisionally lift the suspension of the
Russian Olympic Committee. The move

The blessing and curse of VAR:

could pave the way for more Russian
athletes to return to international
competition ahead of the 2028 Los
Angeles Olympics, although individual

sports federations will still have the
final say on participation.

Speaking after her quarterfinal win,
Kostyuk said, “It’s terrible. I think it’s
very, very far from fair play for all the
countries involved here, not just for

Ukraine. I 100 percent don’t agree with
this decision. But I feel like a lot of
people spoke out on thisissue.”

“They obviously don’t agree, as well. I
don’t think anything is going to
change. I just want to go out there
and hopefully beat every single
Russian I play in the Olympics, and
that’sit,” Kostyuk added.

WAR CONTINUES TO CAST
SHADOW OVER WIMBLEDON
RUN

Kostyuk's remarks came against the
backdrop of fresh Russian missile
attacks on Kyiv, including strikes
close to where her parents live. The
Ukrainian admitted it had become
increasingly difficult to separate tennis
from the realities unfolding back home,
saying she constantly follows
developments despite trying to remain
focused during the tournament.

Football's never-nding debate

New Delhi. (Agency)

Tens of thousands leap from their

seats. Players sprinttowards the corner
flag. Commentators lose their voices.
Somewhere, a television remote flies
across a living room in celebration.A

goal has been scored. Or so everyone ﬁ“z? :

thinks. Then comesthe pause.

The referee raises a finger to his ear.
Players stop celebrating. Fans stare at
giant screens. Television broadcasters
begin drawing lines across replay
footage.

A goal that existed a few seconds ago
suddenly enters a strange state of
uncertainty.Introduced to make
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football fairer, the Video Assistant
Referee system has transformed the
world's most popular sport. It has
corrected mistakes that once altered the
course of World Cups and league titles.
Ithas also created a new kind of drama -
one measured notin goals and saves, but
in freeze frames, replay angles and
endlessarguments.

The 2026 FIFA World Cup has once again
exposed that contradiction.

There was heartbreak in Iran, where
players celebrated a goal that never
truly existed. There was disbelief in
Croatia, where a dramatic equaliser
against Portugal disappeared after a
review.

But no match captured the promise and
peril of VAR quite like Argentina's
extraordinary 3-2 victory over Egypt in
the Round of 16.For Egypt, it was a story
about injustice. For Argentina, it was a
story about survival. For the rest of the
football world, it became a case study in
the question that has followed VAR
sinceitsintroduction:

Sikh Times 9

around a critical 58th-minute incident
that fundamentally altered the trajectory
of Tuesday's match in Atlanta. With a
fearless Egyptian side leading the
defending world champions 1-0,
midfielder Mostafa Zico finished off a
breathtaking team move to ostensibly
putthe Pharaohsin complete control.
However, French referee Francois
Letexier was instructed by the Video
Assistant Referee (VAR) to review an
incident that had occurred more than 20
seconds earlier at the entirely opposite
end of the pitch. Letexier subsequently
ruled that Egyptian midfielder Marawan
Attia had fouled Argentina's Lisandro
Martnezafull 100 yards away from where
the goal was eventually scored.

The goal was chalked off, entirely
deflating the Egyptians and handing a
massive reprieve to Lionel Messi's men,
who took full advantage to launch an 11-
minute comeback and steal victory in the
dying moments.

IND vs ENG, 4th T20I
preview: How do Shreyas
lyer's India come back
from 76-all-out

New Delhi. (Agency)

Cricket, like life, has its ups and downs.
There are good days and there are bad, and
there is not much you can do about it. At the
high points, you bask in glory, take the
accolades, ride the wave, as they say. But
when the trough hits, it hits you hard.
ShreyasIyer knowsthatall too well.

The last 14 days have been the worst for the
newly appointed India captain, who was
elevated to the position after three very
strong seasons in the format. But that
ascension has gone wrong, and horribly so.
What was expected to be a smooth

transition for the world champions has
suddenly become a battle for survival in the
Wild West.

India vs England 4th T20I match starts at 10
pm IST on Thursday, July 9. The match will
be played at the County Ground in Bristol
and will be livestreamed on JioStar. The
broadcast rights are with Sony Sports
Network.

Safe to say, this is the worst phase of Shreyas
Iyer's career since he was unceremoniously
dropped from the BCCI contracts at the start
of 2024 for allegedly not focusing on
domestic cricket.

Shreyas was able to battle out of that
potentially career-ending situation, where
the BCCI wanted to make an example out of
him. Shreyas's fight was one to watch. An
IPL title with KKR in 2024, a runners-up
finish with Punjab Kings in 2025, and then
an unbeaten run of seven matches in IPL
2026 (although that went away quickly),
brought Shreyas to the mantle of Indian
captaincy, in a team where he had not
played for almost two and a halfyears.

No Trump card: FIFA rejects France appeal
over star player's yellow before quarters

World Cup: FIFA
rejected France's
appeal against
Michael Olise's yellow
card before the
Morocco quarter-final.
The ruling leaves their
star winger one
booking away from a
semi-final suspension.

New Delhi. (Agency)

Coach Didier Deschamps has confirmed
that world football’s governing body has
officially rejected the French [l
Football Federation’s (FFF) appeal *
to rescind the yellow card shown to
Michael Olise. The decision leaves
the Bayern Munich winger on a
disciplinary tightrope ahead of
France’s crucial quarter-final clash
against Morocco at FIFA World Cup
2026.

“There was no change when it
comes to Olise's yellow card,"
Deschamps revealed during his
press conference on Wednesday.
"Wereceived FIFA's decision this morning

that the yellow card was maintained.”The
caution was brandished in the 97th
minute of Les Bleus’ 1-0 Round of 16
victory over Paraguay following a late

altercation with midfielder Matas
Galarza. Although video replays strongly

indicated that Olise merely grasped the
Paraguayan’s jersey before Galarza went
to ground claiming a facial blow, FIFA’s
disciplinary panel chose not to alter the
' referee's original on-field decision.
The FFF’s decision to lodge a
formal complaint was framed by a
dramatic precedent earlier in the
tournament, where the United
States successfully managed to get
a booking overturned under
entirely different
circumstances.US striker Folarin
Balogun had been shown a straight
1 red card for a challenge during the
Americans'victory over Bosnia and
Herzegovina, which carried an
automatic one-match suspension.
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Rupee slips 4 paise to 95.52
against US dollar in early
trade

New Delhi. (Agency)

The rupee fell 4 paise to 95.52 against the US
dollar in early trade on Thursday, weighed down
by surging crude oil prices after fresh tensions in
West Asia rattled sentiments worldwide, raising
fears of uncertainties over global trade.
According to analysts, oil prices soared to their
highest point in weeks after President Donald
Trump announced an end to the ceasefire with
Iran in response to Iranian attacks on
commercial ships in the Strait of Hormuz and on
American military sitesin other Gulf nations.
However, positive sentiment in domestic equity
markets supported the Indian currency, they
said.

At the interbank foreign exchange market, the
rupee opened at 95.52 and remained weaker
against the US dollar, down 4 paise from its
previous close.On Wednesday, the rupee
plunged 52 paise to settle at 95.48 against the US
dollar.Meanwhile, the dollar index, which
gauges the greenback's strength against a basket
of six currencies, was trading at 100.98, down
0.09 per cent.

Brent crude, the global oil benchmark, was
trading higher by 1 per cent at USD 78.80 per
barrelin futurestrade.

Missiles fly, markets rise: Why
Sensex is climbing despite
fresh US-Iran escalation

New Delhi. (Agency)

The United States has launched fresh strikes on
Iran. President Donald Trump has declared the
June 17 Iran understanding effectively "over".
Tehran has threatened retaliation, and tensions
around the Strait of Hormuz remain elevated
after attacks on commercial shipping.

Yet, on Dalal Street, investors are responding
with surprising calm.

The Sensex was up 531 points at 77,035.15, while
the Nifty rose 171 points to 24,053.30 by 9:51 am
on Thursday, marking a recovery after the
previous session's crash.The reason is simple:
Dalal Streetis nottrading the war. Itis trading oil.
WHY MARKETS FELL FIRST

Markets had reacted sharply on Wednesday after
Trump declared the Iran deal "over" and
signalled further military action. The
uncertainty triggered a sell-off, with Senex losing
1,600 points and Nifty shedding 516 points and
wiping out nearly half of its recent gains.
According to Dr V K Vijayakumar, Chief
Investment Strategist at Geojit Investments, long
unwinding and fresh short positions amplified
the decline."President Trump's statement that
the ceasefire with Iran is over triggered sharp
selling in the market shaving off 516 points from
the Nifty," Vijayakumar said.

Markets recover despite US-
Iran tensions; IT stocks
under pressure

New Delhi. (Agency)

Benchmark indices opened higher on Thursday,
recovering part of Wednesday's steep losses, as
investors bought beaten-down large-cap stocks
despite lingering concerns over fresh tensions in
the Middle East.At 9:40 am, the BSE Sensex was
up 516.15 points, or 0.67%, at 77,019.75, while the
NSE Nifty50 gained 139.90 points, or 0.59%, to
24,021.95.

The recovery follows Wednesday's sharp sell-off,
when both benchmark indices tumbled over 2%
to record their biggest single-day decline in three
months after renewed US-Iran tensions sent
crude oil prices sharply higher.

FINANCIALS, BROADER MARKETS LEAD
RECOVERY

The rebound was broad-based, with 15 of the 16
sectoralindicestradingin the green.

Among broader markets, the Nifty Smallcap 100
rose 1.03%, the Nifty Midcap 50 gained 0.97%, the
Nifty Midcap 100 advanced 0.95%, the Nifty
MidSmall Financial Services index climbed
0.95%, the Nifty 500 added 0.68%, the Nifty 200
gained 0.64% and the Nifty 100 rose 0.57%. India
VIX, the market's fear gauge, declined more than
7%, indicating easing volatility after
Wednesday's spike.

Among sectoral indices, Nifty Consumer
Durables gained 1.91%, Nifty Realty rose 1.34%,
Nifty Private Bank climbed 0.90%, Nifty
MidSmall Healthcare added 0.90%, Nifty
Chemicals gained 0.83%, Nifty PSU Bank rose
0.77%, Nifty Media advanced 0.75%, Nifty
Financial Services 25/50 gained 0.68%, Nifty
Pharma rose 0.69%, Nifty Healthcare Index
added 0.66%, Nifty FMCG gained 0.62%, Nifty
Financial Services Ex-Bank rose 0.59%, Nifty
Auto gained 0.55% and Nifty Oil.

BUSINESS
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Flipkart's food business grows 50% as
demand for healthier products rises

The company is seeing strong
demand for products such as nuts
and dry fruits, protein-rich
breakfasts, cold-pressed oils and
other premium food items as
consumers shift towards healthier
eating habits, he said, speaking on
the sidelines of Flipkart’s Food Fest

New Delhi. (Agency)

Flipkart's food and nutrition business
is growing 50% year-on-year, driven by
rising demand for healthier products
and increasing purchases from Tier-2
and smaller cities, Nishant Dalal, Vice

President, Consumables, FMCG and
Healthcare, Head of BGM at Flipkart,
told.

The company is seeing strong demand
for products such as nuts and dry
fruits, protein-rich breakfasts,
cold-pressed oils and other
premium food items as consumers
shift towards healthier eating
habits, he said, speaking on the
sidelines of Flipkart’s Food Fest
2026.

"Customer growth has been
healthy for us. Gen Z is one of the
key driving factors. So Gen Z is growing
at about 60%. Gen Z contribution is
coming to about 60% for us and that's
driving the majority of the segment,"
Dalal said.

He said health-conscious
consumption is emerging as a key

trend across the platform, with both
established companies and direct-to-
consumer (D2C) brands contributing
togrowth.
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"The key macro driving factors I think
are also in general focus on health. So
you see a lot of focus around nuts and
dry fruit, protein-led snacking,
peanuts," he said.Among the fastest-
growing categories, Dalal highlighted
nuts and dry fruits, value-added oats

and premium edible oils. He added
that consumers are increasingly
moving from refined cooking oils to
cold-pressed and olive oils.

The demand is also spreading beyond
metro cities. "The demand is very
strongly driven by growth in T2 plus.
We're seeing very strong momentum.
There's almost 60% growth we are
seeing coming from T2 plus markets,"

Flipkart is also seeing changes in how
consumers discover food products.
Dalal said creators and food
influencers are playing a larger role in
introducing shoppers to new products
and healthier alternatives."I think a
very big segment on discovery is the
creator network or creator ecosystem.
We see a lot of food bloggers talking
about different products, different
benefits, healthier.

Stock markets rebound in early trade TCS shares fall 2% ahead
after sharp fall in previous session

The 30-share BSE Sensex
climbed 495.86 points to
76,998.54 in early trade. The
50-share NSE Nifty went up by
148.70 points to 24,025.

New Delhi. (Agency)

Benchmark indices Sensex and
Nifty rebounded in early trade on
Thursday after a sharp fall in the
previous session amid foreign fund
inflows and buying in blue-chip
stocks.

The 30-share BSE Sensex climbed
495.86 points to 76,998.54 in early
trade. The 50-share NSE Nifty went
up by 148.70 points to 24,025.

From the Sensex pack, Eternal, Sun

Pharma, Bharti Airtel, Titan, ICICI
Bank, Asian Paints, Reliance
Industries and HDFC Bank were
among the major winners.Infosys,

Tata Consultancy Services, HCL
Tech and Tech Mahindra were
amongthelaggards.

Foreign Institutional Investors
(FIIs) bought equities worth Rs
1,962.80 crore on Wednesday,
according to exchange data.

Brent crude, the global oil
benchmark, quoted 1.04 per cent

_ which has

higher at USD 78.83 per barrel.

On Wednesday, the Sensex tanked
1,677.12 points, or 2.15 per cent, to
settle at 76,503.60. On similar lines,
the Nifty tumbled 516.65 points, or
2.12 per cent, to end at 23,882.05.
Geopolitics has again played
spoilsport with the Indian market,
been slowly
strengthening, V K Vijayakumar,

! Chief Investment Strategist, Geojit

Investments Limited, said."There
are market indications that things
may not deteriorate as feared. First,
Brent at USD 80 is not a problem. It
won't create a BoP (Balance of
Payments) crisis. The crisis will
reemerge only if the tensions lead to
the closure of the Strait of Hormuz
again, and consequently, crude
spiking above USD 100. The present
futures do not reflect such a
pessimistic scenario," he added.

Aviva becomes first foreign insurer to fully
own India life business after FDI rule change

New Delhi. (Agency)

British insurer Aviva has become
the first foreign life insurance
company to take full ownership
of its Indian business after
agreeing to acquire the
remaining 26% stake in Aviva
Life Insurance Company India
from its joint venture partner,
Dabur Invest Corp.

The transaction marks the first
such deal since the Centre
allowed 100% foreign direct
investment (FDI) in the insurance
sector earlier this year, ending the
requirement for foreign insurers to
operate through Indian joint
venture partners.Aviva confirmed
the acquisition on Thursday, while

the proposed transaction had
earlier been reported by Economic
Times, citing people familiar with
the matter. Reuters later reported

thatthe deal hasnow been agreed.
The London-headquartered insurer,
however, did not disclose the
financial terms of the transaction
and said the acquisition is not
expected to have a material

financial impact on the group,
Reutersreported.
FIRST DEAL UNDER NEW FDI

REGIME

The acquisition follows one of the
biggest policy changes in India's
insurance sector in recent
years.The government raised the
foreign direct investment limit in
insurance companies to 100%
from the earlier 74% of paid-up
equity capital, opening the door
for overseas insurers to own their
Indian businesses outright.

Aviva's acquisition is the first major

life insurance transaction under

the new regime and is expected to
be closely watched by other
multinational insurers operating
inIndia.

of Q1 results. Can it
revive investor
confidence?

New Delhi. (Agency)

Tata Consultancy Services (TCS) will officially
kick off the June-quarter earnings season on
Thursday, but investors are entering the
results with subdued expectations.

Shares of India's largest IT services company
fell around 2% in early trade on Thursday as
investors awaited its April-June (Q1 FY27)
earnings, which are expected to reflect
continued weakness in client spending,
pressure on margins and growing uncertainty
around artificial intelligence (AI).

The results are especially significant as they
could set the tone for the entire IT sector,
which has been under pressure this year amid
concerns over Al-driven disruption, weak
discretionary spending and global
macroeconomic uncertainty.

TCS shares have already fallen more than 36%
so far this year, making investors keenly
watch whether management commentary
offersany signs of arecovery.

WHAT AREANALYSTS EXPECTING?
According to estimates compiled from six
brokerages, TCS is expected to report around
13% year-on-year revenue growth and a 4%
increase in net profit for the June quarter.
However, on a sequential basis, growth is
expected to remain almost flat, indicating that
demand conditions continue to be
challenging.

Brokerages expect constant-currency
revenue growth to be largely flat, reflecting
delayed discretionary technology spending,
macroeconomic uncertainty and cautious
clientbudgets.

While sectors such as banking, financial
services and insurance (BFSI) and consumer
businesses are expected to support growth,
weakness in communications, manufacturing
and parts of North America is likely to weigh
on overall performance, according to reports
by Economic Times citing brokerage
estimates.

India’s insurance industry is seeing a
Gen Z takeover, but there's a twist

New Delhi. (Agency)

For decades, the face of insurance in
India was the middle-aged advisor who
knew every family in the
neighbourhood and sold policies
through personal relationships.

Now, Gen Zis beginning to rewrite that
story. A new report by Probus has
found that younger advisors are selling
significantly more insurance policies
than their older peers. However, when
it comes to helping customers buy
higher-value life insurance and long-
term protection products,
experienced advisors continue to lead
the way.

The findings point to a changing
insurance landscape where digital-
first, younger advisors are expanding
insurance access at scale, while
seasoned professionals continue to
handle more complex financial

planning conversations.

GENZIS SELLING MORE POLICIES
According to the report, newly
onboarded Point of Sales Persons
(PoSPs) below the age of 30 sold nearly
68% more policies per advisor than
those aged 30 and above during
Fy26.

They also made up 41% of all new
advisors joining the Probus
platform, underlining the growing
role of digitally savvy youngstersin
India's insurance distribution
network.

During the year, these young
advisors issued 1.95 lakh policies
out of the nearly 23 lakh policies sold
by Probus.

Their business was largely driven by
retail insurance products. Motor
insurance accounted for 78% of the
policies they sold, followed by life
insurance (15%) and SME insurance

"
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(4%). Overall, Gen Z advisors sold
18.3% more policies than their older
peers, helping insurers reach more
first-time customers.

BUT EXPERIENCE STILL WINS BIG
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While younger advisors excelled in
policy volumes, the report found that
experienced advisors generated far
greater business value.Advisors aged
30 and above accounted for nearly 64%
of the total premium collected,

reflecting stronger participation in
higher-value insurance products.
They also recorded 270% higher life
insurance premium volumes than
younger advisors, highlighting their
strength in products that require
detailed financial discussions and
long-term planning.

Their portfolio was also more
diversified, with motor insurance
contributing 53%, life insurance
31%, and SME commercial
insurance 10% of the policies they
sold.

ADIGITAL-FIRST SHIFT

The report suggests that technology
is reshaping how insurance is sold in
India.Younger advisors, who are
generally more comfortable with
digital tools and online customer
acquisition, are helping insurers
expand their reach and sell
standardised retail products quickly.
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'Lil Baby Bump' Steals The Show In New |
Ad; Internet Gushes Over Mom-To-Be |

eepika Padukone, who is
expecting her second baby with
her husband Ranveer Singh, has
shared a new post on her Instagram. The

actress, who will soon be seen sharing

over her baby bump. Reacting to the
video, one wrote, “Dua’s mumma slaying
with that baby bump " “Finally! It’s
been almost three months without
posting," another comment read. A third
fan commented, “Dua’s Mom debuting
another child globally." Another comment
read, “Thatlil baby bump ?

A user wrote, “Deepika posting on social
media after ages feels like spotting a rare
comet. The notification alone deserves a
celebration because who knows when
we’ll get the next one.

About Deepika-Ranveer’s second baby
Earlier this year, Deepika and Ranveer
shared that they are expecting their second
child. The announcement was made
through a joint social media post that also
featured their daughter, Dua. Deepika and
Ranveer tied the knot in November 2018
in a private wedding ceremony at Lake
Como, Italy.

They welcomed their first child, daughter
Dua, in September 2024 and later
introduced her name during the Diwali
celebrations. The name “Dua" translates
to “prayer.”

Deepika Padukone and Ranveer
Singh’s work front

Deepika Padukone resumed work after
returning from South Africa, where she
recently wrapped a major shooting
schedule for King with Shah Rukh Khan.
The actor is currently balancing multiple
projects, including King, which is
scheduled for a December 24 release, and
Atlee’s Raaka, where she is paired
opposite Allu Arjun.

Ranveer Singh, meanwhile, is gearing up
for his upcoming zombie adventure film
Pralay, which also stars Kalyani
Priyadarshan.

Nlic Bhatl

s
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screen space with Shah Rukh Khan in
King, dropped a new ad for a global hotel
chain. In the video, the actress is seen
wearing a chic blue pantsuit and flaunting
her baby bump.As per an HT report,
Deepika Padukone reportedly shot the
campaign while she was four months
pregnant. The advertisement quickly
gained attention online, with fans gushing
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Kiara Advani, Athiya Shetty And Sonam Kapoor
® To Attend Akansha Ranjan Kapoor's Reception

her career.

“Not wanting to get married or have kids is also not the
right approach. I feel like you can have a grounded and
well-rounded life with people around you and still
keep trying to conquer the world. I think it’s high time
women are allowed to have a life apart from being an

edding bells are set to ring for actress
Akansha Ranjan Kapoor and directly
Sharan Sharma very soon. If reports are to
be believed, the lovebirds have been dating since 2022
but have kept their relationship hidden from the public
eye. The couple will tie the knot in a low-key, iintimate
ceremony, which will be attended by their s
families and close friends, in Mumbai on July
11.

But seems like their reception day (July 12) will
be a star-studded affair. A little birdie ..
exclusively tells News18, “Some of the biggest .
names in Bollywood will be gracing Akansha
and Sharan’s reception party. Given the warm
rapport and longstanding friendship her parents,
actor-director Shashi Ranjan and television
producer Anu Ranjan, share with several
industry names, many of them are expected.”
The high-profile guest list at the reception will
include Akansha’s childhood best friend Alia
Bhatt, whose friendship began at Juhu’s
Jamnabai Narsee School. “Apart from Alia, actors like
Sonam Kapoor Ahuja, Athiya Shetty and Kiara Advani
will also be a part of their special day at JW Marriott.
Filmmakers Ektaa R Kapoor and Karan Johar are part
ofthe guest list as well," the source further adds.

On the work front, Akansha was recently seen in the
second season of OTT series Gram Chikitsalay and is
also awaiting the release of Ikka this Friday. Sharan, on
the other hand, had last directed Mr & Mrs Mahi doesn’t mean that you won’t ever be successful.
starring Rajkummar Rao and Janhvi Kapoor. Speaking People have this perception that you need to start out at
to us recently, Akansha had said that she doesn’t want 18 because you’ll eventually get married at 28," she
to put marriage or motherhood on hold for the sake of had said.

actor. I shouldn’t have to justify that. I shouldn’t have
to leave everything behind to become a trailblazer,"
she had stated.

She, in fact, was never worried about starting her
acting journey with Guilty at 26 unlike most female
actors marking their debuts in their late teens. “You
have to understand that everyone will have a different
journey. If you haven’t become a superstar at 18, it
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Bhagyashree Breaks Silence On Viral
Kashi Video, Hits Back At Trolls: 't Is
A Shame..." |

eteran actress Bhagyashree has

responded to criticism over her efforts to

promote local food and vendors during
her recent visit to Kashi. After receiving
comments questioning such promotions, the
‘Maine Pyar Kiya’actress defended her stance and
highlighted the importance of supporting local
traditions, businesses, and food culture. Sharing a
strong message on social media, Bhagyashree said
that promoting local food helps vendors and
preserves the essence of the place. She also called
out those who criticize even simple initiatives.
Bhagyashree shared a video on social media in
which she can be seen enjoying Kulhad lassi. For
the caption, she wrote, “tuesdaytipswithb Lassi on
a hot day I had been up since 3 am to do the
mangala aarti, then walking down the Gangaghats
in the immense heat, this lassi was just the energy
booster I needed. Sprinkled with dryfuits on top I
enjoyed the crunch.”
“Salted or sweet is a matter of choice and yes for
those who are diabetic, indulgence of a sweetened
lassi would not be the right choice. Curds is rich in
calcium, protein, probiotics. The sugar/gud gives
energy & water hydrates.... for me it was the
perfect combination in the heat 0of40°.”
Bhagyashree added, “And along with the
outstanding taste it was also the love with which it
was made. There is a clip of this video going
around saying its fake promotion. Kya aap the
wahan par? Kya kahin bhi uss fake clip ke dauran
kisine, sunna, ya record kiya ki meine yeh kaha ki
its is too sweet and that I will not have it? Kya
aapke Ma ne kabhi garmi mein aapko lassi nahi
pilai... fake toh aaddha video, aadhi knowledge
ke saath upload karna hota hein."
“Local food ko promote karne se koi bhi paise
nahi kamate. The only good is that local food,
local vendors get support. It is a shame that idle
minds have nothing nice to say even about the
simplest of things. Kashi is a place of purity, how
insignificant is your rant. #hydrate #benarasi
#lassi #probiotics."

Anshula Kapoor Wears Late Mother's
42-Year-0ld Dupatta On Her Wedding,

Calls It 'Deeply Personal’

Arjun Kapoor’s sister Anshula Kapoor shared

the emotional story behind her bridal
ensemble, revealing how she kept her late mother
close to her on her most important day. The bride
mentioned that the one thing she was certain about
carrying on her wedding day was her late mother’s
42-year-old gold tissue and zardozi dupatta.
Taking to her social media account, Anshula shared a
series of stunning bridal portraits from her wedding
festivities. The pictures show her as the bride dressed
in an elegant antique rose lehenga, accessorised with
layered emerald and pearl jewellery. Her mother’s
heritage dupatta featuring heirloom gold tissue and
zardozi dupatta was seen draped over her outfit. She
sported another bandhani ghar chola dupatta as
tribute to the family she has married into.
Sharing the significance behind her bridal look,
Anshula wrote, “There was only one thing I knew I
wanted to carry with me when I became a bride — my
mom’s 42-year-old gold tissue & zardozi dupatta.
Everything else was built around it. On a day that
marked the beginning of a new family, it felt right to
be wrapped in the one that raised me first.”
She added, “Together with @taruntahiliani, and with
the incredible vision of @mohitrai and
@ruchikrishnastyles, every detail was imagined
around the heirloom that meant the most to me. A
bridal ensemble that brought together crafts from
across India: intricate Kashida embroidery layered
with rich zari work, a bandhini ghar chola dupatta as
anod to the family [ am marrying into, all in a palette
of antique rose, blush and muted gold, finished with
delicate Phulkari borders as a tribute to my Punjabi
roots. Thank you, Tarun, for bringing this vision to
life and creating a bridal ensemble that felt timeless,
deeply personal, and so incredibly me."
For the uninitiated, Anshula is the daughter of film
producer Boney Kapoor and the late Mona Shourie
Kapoor.
Mona passed away on March 25,2012, after battling
cancer, just days before the release of ‘Ishaqzaade’,
which marked Arjun Kapoor’s Bollywood
debut.Talking about Anshula, she tied the knot with
her longtime boyfriend Rohan Thakkar in an
intimate yet grand ceremony in Mumbai.

S ocial media influencer and bollywood actor
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Add a baby in a
couples lives, and
they no longer share
equal amount of
household chores,
claims a new study.

The study has found that women shoulder a
greater amount of workload than men in a high
income household when a baby is born, though
both thought they shared it equally.

Detailed time diaries that the new mothers
and fathers overestimated their increased
workload - but by widely varying amounts.
Compared to the parents' estimated four hours
of extra work each day, the time diaries showed
women's workloads increased by two hours a
day, while men's total working time each day
increased by only about 40 minutes.

Claire Kamp Dush, co-author of the study and
associate professor at The Ohio State
University, said that women ended up
shouldering a lot more of the work that comes
with a new baby, even though both men and

While all injuries to the hand caused
by human and animal bites should
receive medical care, infections due to
dog bites occur at less than halfthe rate
of catbites, says a study.

"An estimated 30 percent to 50
percent of cat bites are complicated by
infections, which can occur as early as
three hours after injury in
approximately 50 percent of the
infection cases," the study noted.

"Although many people may be
reluctant to immediately go to a
doctor, all bites to the hand should
receive medical care," said
orthopaedic surgeon and lead study
author Stephen Kennedy from
University of Washington.

"And while routine antibiotics are not

>
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shoulder more responsibilities

women thought they added the same amount of
additional work. The results were especially
surprising because before the baby was born,
these couples were sharing household chores
relatively equally.

182 couples participated in this study, where
they all had higher-than-average levels of
education, both spouses had jobs and both
spouses, and reported their intention to keep
working after the child was born.

Results showed that the couples shared
duties equally before the baby was born. Both
men and women reported doing about 15 hours
of housework per week, as well as 42 to 45
hours of paid work, respectively. Moreover, 95
percent of both men and women agreed during
the pregnancy that mothers and fathers should
equally share the child care responsibility.

However, after the arrival of their child, men
did about 10 hours a week of physical child
care - the less fun work like changing diapers
and bathing the baby. Meanwhile, women did
15 hours per week.

The more "fun" part of parenting, such as
reading to the baby and playing, is called child
engagement, and the time diaries showed a

necessarily recommended for other bite
wounds, they are recommended for a bite to the
hand to reduce the risk of infection and

much smaller gender gap here. Men spent
about four hours per week in child
engagement, while women spent about six
hours. Men also cut back their housework by 5
hours per week, while women did not reduce
their housework to compensate for additional
childcare work.

One explanation for women's increased
post-parenthood workloads compared to men
has been that they are spending less time at
their paid jobs. But this study didn't find that.
Neither men nor women had significantly
decreased the number of hours spent at their
paid jobs, the results showed.

disability," Kennedy added.

Symptoms of infection include erythema
(redness), edema (swelling), progressive
pain, and fever, the researchers who
reviewed literature concerning hand injuries
caused by human and animal bites.

Cats donot have the jaw strength of dogs;
however, their sharp, narrow teeth also can
cause serious injury, they said.

The researchers noted that in case of a bite
injury, it is important to inspect the hand
carefully for any puncture wounds as even a
small wound can inject virulent bacteria
under the skin.

"If there is a puncture wound of any size,
wash as soon as possible with soap and water
then seek medical advice," they added.

The findings appeared in the Journal of the

American Academy of Orthopaedic Surgeons
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Things bosses

Featured on job networking site
LinkedIn, the full list resulted after
questioning more than 50 influential
people, according to News.com.au.
While Virgin king pin Richard Branson
insisted that having an assistant who is
on the ball 24/7 is one of the main ways
he stays on top of business while
Hewlett-Packard CEO Meg Whitman
makes sure that she always carries her
laptop (HP Envy x2), swimsuit and
country music when travelling to
focus, tune out and stay flexible.
Branson admitted that he'd be
hopelessly lost without his personal
assistant Helen.

And Whitman asserted that she
always carry a swimsuit while
travelling and try to stay at a location
near a pool so she can get in a morning
swimregardless of time zone.

Things that Indian-born American
physician Deepak Chopra said he just
can't travel or work without: "Mybasis,
Dream Weaver, and my iPhone and
iPad in my toolkit."

His mybasis acts as his online
personal dashboard recording
information about his body, while his
Dream Weaver helps him relax and his
iPad keep him connected to family,
office and friends, something he
asserted is important to him.

But Peter Guber, CEO of Mandalay
Entertainment and owner of Golden
State Warriors and Los Angeles
Dodgers, can't function without his
smartphone, which he admits he's
addicted to.

The author also revealed that he's
gone back home to get his phone if he's
forgotten it but not his ~ wallet.

Unlike others Vivian
Schiller, Chief
Digital Officer at
America's NBC
News said he carries
almost nothing.

can't live without

Some of the world's most
powerful and influential
business people have
revealed the secrets
behind their success and
things they simply can't
function without, which
include personal
assistants, gadgets, and
an old fashioned book.

Neil Weinberg, Editor-in-Chief at
American Banker, said he has learned to
stay away from his smart phones and
laptops as far as possible after he
realised it was raising his blood pressure
and stress.

Now, he usually carries only a book
while travelling.

Meanwhile Clara Shih, CEO of
Hearsay Social and Author of The
Facebook Era, insisted that being on the
go as head of a fast-growing tech
company means she can't be without her
Droid 4 (phone), her Tory Burch ballet
flats and one business card with an
important reminder: to slow down and
take a deep breath.

Interestingly, RedBalloon founder
Naomi Simson said she never gets by
withouta smile.

Jennifer Dulski, President and COO at
Change.Org simply can't live without
her calligraphy pens because she finds
that a handwritten personal note can be
especially precious.

But Craigslist.com founder Craig
Newmark insisted that he couldn't
function without his Samsung Galaxy
Note II which he uses 80 per cent of the
time.
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