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UP eyes 10 lakh new entrepreneurs in 10
years, offers interest-free loan to youngsters

Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath has outlined a plan to back young entrepreneurs across Uttar Pradesh. The push

aims to reshape the state economy by building a large base of self-reliant businesses.

New Delhi.(Agency)

In a major push to strengthen Uttar
Pradesh’s economy through
entrepreneurship, Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath’s government is
expanding opportunities for young
people under the Mukhyamantri Yuva
Udyami Vikas Abhiyan (MYUVA).
The flagship initiative seeks to make
young people self-reliant by
providing interest-free, collateral-free
loans of up to Rs 5 lakh for starting
businesses.

With a target of creating one lakh new

entrepreneurs every year, the government has
drawn up a long-term roadmap to nurture 10
lakh self-reliant entrepreneurs over the next
decade, placing the state’s youth at the centre of

its cconomic growth strategy.

Conceived as an ambitious entrepreneurship

programme, MYUVA addresses one

biggest challenges faced by aspiring

entrepreneurs—access to finance.

DMK MLA
Radhakrishnan arrested
over defamatory remarks
against CM Vijay
Chennai.(Agency)
DMK MLA Anitha R Radhakrishnan was
arrested by Tamil Nadu Police on Friday
after the Madras High Court dismissed his
anticipatory bail petition in connection
with a case over his objectionable
remarks against TVK president and Tamil
Nadu Chief MinisterVijay.
According to police, the case relates to a
speech delivered by Radhakrishnan at a
public meeting in Athur near Tiruchendur
on June 20 during celebrations marking
the birth anniversary of former Chief
Minister M Karunanidhi.
Police said that the DMK legislator made

|-
inflammatory remarks against CM Vijay
during the event, following which a case
was registered against him. Soon after
the High Court declined to grant him
anticipatory bail, police arrested
Radhakrishnan.

The complaint pertains to remarks in
which Radhakrishnan mocked Vijay's
appearance and his transition from the
film industry to politics.Referring to a
recent confrontation between DMK MLA
S Austin and the Chief Minister in the
Assembly during a discussion on law and
order, Radhakrishnan said, "Brother
Austin pointed his finger at CM and asked
him, 'Won't you open your mouth and
speak?' He looked trapped. It was like,
'How did | get stuck here? How happy |
was at home with an actress. Now I'm
trappedhere."

Jharkhand will
host a two-day

national
consultation in

New Delhi on July

The scheme 1s open

Class 8.

YojanaorITI.

To simplify access,
Unlike conventional lending, the scheme
enables eligible applicants to secure loans
without furnishing property as collateral or
arranging third-party guarantees.
In addition, beneficiaries receive a 10 per cent
margin money subsidy on the project cost,
reducing the financial burden during the initial
stages of establishing a business.
ELIGIBILITY TOAPPLY

of the

to permanent
residents of Uttar Pradesh aged between
21 and 40 years who have passed at least

Applicants must also possess a technical
diploma or degree from a recognised
institution or hold a government-
recognised skill certification, including
those issued under programmes such as
ODOP, Vishwakarma Shram Samman

MYUVA'S TWO-PHASE
DEVELOPMENTMODEL

applications are
processed online through the Directorate of
Industries and Enterprise Promotion’s
UPMSME portal and the official MYUVA
portal. The UP government has also instructed
banks to speed up loan approvals and improve
the state’s Credit-Deposit (CD) ratio to ensure
timely credit support for eligible entreprencurs.
Officials believe the initiative will encourage
innovation, expand self-employment

Will you compensate? Kejriwal
slams Centre on E20 fuel,
reduced mileage concerns

Arvind Kejriwal accused the Centre of misleading the public over

reported claims that E20 was termed an "experiment” in the Supreme

Court, questioning its nationwide rollout amid consumer concerns.

New Delhi .(Agency)

Former Delhi Chief Minister and Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
national convenor Arvind Kejriwal on Friday demanded that
the Centre immediately halt the nationwide rollout of 20 per

cent ethanol-blended petrol (E20), alleging that the

He also accused the
Centre of misleading
people over reports
that the programme
had been described as
an "experiment”
before the Supreme
Court.

In a video message
released on Friday,

petrol.

'Nation First, Keep Yatra Clean': PM
Modi's Letter To Amarnath Pilgrims

New Delhi.(Agency)

Ahead of this year's Amarnath Yatra,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi has
written a special letter to devotees,
describing the annual pilgrimage as "a
great blessing" and calling upon pilgrims |
to transform their spiritual journey intoa
collective commitment towards
cleanliness, safety, local livelihoods,
environmental conservation, and nation-
building,.

In the two-page message titled "A Letter

.~ devotees from different

await the opportunity to undertake the

pilgrimage.
« Calling the Yatra an "enduring chapter in

India's spiritual tradition", PM Modi said it
reflects the country's unity in diversity as
regions,
languages, and traditions come together

1 witha shared devotion to Lord Shiva.
| "People from different states, speaking

different languages and following diverse
traditions, complete this journey united by
their devotion to Mahadev," he wrote.

from the Hon'ble

Prime Minister to the
Pilgrims", PM Modi greeted devotees with "Har
Har Mahadev" and "Jai Baba Barfam",
the sacred pilgrimage to the Amarnath cave
shrine in Jammu and Kashmir represents India's

saying

enduring spiritual and cultural traditions.

"Participating in the sacred Amarnath Yatra in
Jammu & Kashmir is, in itself, a great blessing,"
the Prime Minister wrote, adding that every
year devotees from across the country eagerly

Jammu

The Prime Minister also acknowledged the role
played by the Shri Amarnathji Shrine Board, the
and Kashmir administration and
security agencies in ensuring the smooth
conduct of the pilgrimage.

Historic leap by Uttar Pradesh under
CM Yogi's leadershlp in PM Surya Ghar Yojana

The Sikh Times
‘ Lucknow, July 3: Under the

Pradhan Mantri Surya Ghar Muft
Bijli Yojana, Uttar Pradesh, under
the leadership of Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath, has created a new
history in the residential rooftop
solar sector. In June 2026, the state
secured the top position in the
country by installing 71,888 resi-
dential rooftop solar plants. This is
not only Uttar Pradesh's best-ever
monthly performance, but also a
new national record for the highest
number of residential rooftop solar
installations carried out by any
state in a single month. So far,
Uttar Pradesh has received
10,89,716 applications, and the
installation of 6,36,745 residential
rooftop solar plants has been com-
pleted. For several consecutive
months, Uttar Pradesh has been

recording the highest monthly

1nsta11at10ns in the country and has
emerged as the fastest-growing
state in India's residential rooftop
solar sector. Considering the cur-
rent trends, it is estimated that by
the end of July 2026, Uttar Pradesh
may surpass Maharashtra in the

total number of residential rooftop

solar installations and become the
country's second-largest residen-
tial rooftop solar state. Thereafter,
the state's next target is to surpass
Gujarat and become India's num-
ber one state in terms of total resi-
dential rooftop solar installations.

Uttar Pradesh's achievements in
the residential rooftop solar sector
have also been unprecedented.
More than 2,148 MW of capacity
has been installed in the state so
far, and subsidies exceeding 25,500
crore have been transferred direct-
ly to consumers. More than 7,000
companies and vendors are work-
ing in this sector, and over 80,000
direct and indirect employment
opportunities have been created.
Residential rooftop solar systems in
the state are generating approxi-
mately 96 lakh units of free electric-
ity per day, with an estimated value
of more than ?6 crore per day. In
addition, this sector is generating a
daily business turnover of more
than 40 crore, while saving more
than 9,000 acres of land, which is a
significant achievement compared
to large-scale land-based power
projects.  Contd.......... page-3

government had imposed the policy despite growing public
concerns over fuel efficiency and the impact on vehicles.

g

Kejriwal claimed there was widespread dissatisfaction
among vehicle owners and questioned the rationale behind
implementing E20 across the country if its long-term impact
was still under evaluation.

"There is huge public anger regarding 20% ethanol-blended

BJP vs Prashant
Kishor: Why Bankipur

is more than just a
bypoll in Bihar

Patna.(Agency)
The upcoming Bankipur Assembly by-
election is shaping up to be one of Bihar's
most closely watched political contests,
with the BJP and Jan Suraaj preparing fora
direct showdown in a constituency long
considered a saffron stronghold. The focus
of the contest has shifted to whether Jan
Suraaj founder Prashant Kishor will enter
the fray and who the BJP will field to
defend the seat vacated by Nitin Nabin
after he became the party's national
president.
While Jan Suraaj is yet to formally
announce its candidate, it is widely
expected that Kishor will contest the
bypoll. He has already announced his
willingness to fight to wrest the BJP's
strong bastion, calling it a referendum on
the Samrat Choudhary-led NDA
government. The party is scheduled to
take a final decision at its core committee
meeting on July 5, with an official
announcementlikely the same day.
If Kishor enters the fray, the contest is
expected to acquire significance beyond a
routine Assembly bypoll. The election is
being viewed as a test of Jan Suraaj's
political strength and the BJP's hold over
one of its strongest urban constituencies.
Following Jan Suraaj's poor performance
inthe 2025 Bihar Assembly election, Kishor
is looking to revive the party through the
Bankipurbypoll.
Bankipur has remained a BJP stronghold
for more than four decades, with the party
winning the seat continuously for many
years. The bypoll was necessitated after
Nitin Nabin became the BJP's national
president and vacated the constituency.
The BJP is unlikely to want to lose what is
considered a prestigious seat.
A completely urban Assembly
constituency, Bankipur has a sizeable
population of educated, middle-class and
business-community voters.

Jharkhand to host 2-day Vision 2050
iInvestment summit in Delhi next week

Ranchi.(Agency)

The Jharkhand government will hold a two-
day national stakeholders consultation in
New Delhi from July 8 to push its "Vision
2050" goals, according to an official
statement issued on Friday. The state
government said it expects the initiative to
help attract quality investment, encourage
innovation and create new jobs for people
in Jharkhand.

The event will be organised by the
departments of information technology,
industries and tourism under the leadership of

session on digital governance and IT
infrastructure, followed by Business-to-
Government interactions between
government officials and representatives
fromthe IT, Al and digital technology sectors.
The second day will focus on investment,
inclusive development and tourism, with the
government presenting Jharkhand's industrial
strengths, cultural heritage and tourism
the state's vision - Explore Infinite potential to domestic and international
Opportunities,” the statement said.The investors.
statement said the consultation will build on  The programme will also see the signing of
Jharkhand's participation at the World several strategic MoUs with leading
Economic Forum in Davos and the state's  industrial houses to speed up investment and
subsequent visit to the United Kingdom, with  economic development in the state. Overall,
the aim of strengthening momentum for the consultation is intended to bring together
stakeholders. These draft policies will cover ~ global partnerships and investment in line  policy discussions, stakeholder feedback and
artificial intelligence, investment promotion, ~ Wwithits long-term 'Vision 2050' objectives. mvestment outreach to support Jharkhand's
tourism, textile, JIADA regulations, public- The first day of the event will have a high-level  broader Vision 2050 plan.
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private partnership and a concept paper on
the Jharkhand foundation, along with other
draft policy initiatives.

"The event will mark a significant step
towards positioning Jharkhand as a
preferred destination for investment in
information technology, artificial
intelligence, digital governance, industrial
investment and tourism, while advancing

8 for its Vision
2050 agenda. The
exercise aims to

refine new policies,

secure investment

industrial,
growth,
Chief Minister Hemant Soren. It will bring As part of the consultation, the government will

technological and tourism-led

and deepen global

together policymakers, industry leaders,
investors, technology experts and
development partners from India and abroad
to discuss Jharkhand's long-term growth
agenda and prepare a roadmap for sustainable

release several draft policy frameworks and
seek feedback from industrialists and other

partnerships for

jobs and growth.
I
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Electoral roll revision faces
friction in societies, BLOs allege
rude behaviour from residents

Gurgaon.(Agency)

Booth level officers (BLOs) conducting the special
intensive revision (SIR) of electoral rolls in Gurgaon say
they are facing rude behaviour and non-cooperation from
residents of several housing societies.A few BLOs told
TOI that many residents make mistakes while filling
enumeration forms, then blame field staff when asked to
correct them.“They are more educated than us, yet they
vent their anger on us for their own errors,” said a BLO
posted on Golf Course Road.Officers said residents often
expect frontline staff to resolve every query on the spot.
“We are only responsible for distributing forms,
collecting them and verifying details. If someone has a
query, we have to consult our supervisors. Many
residents mistake that for incompetence and become
rude,” another BLO said, adding that some residents turn
aggressive over even minor delays.

Under Election Commission’s SIR exercise, BLOs —
most of them anganwadi workers and other non-teaching
govt staff carrying out election duties alongside their
regular jobs — are required to distribute enumeration
forms, collect completed applications and digitise voter
details.Officials said the process becomes considerably
simpler when residents submit forms online, since the
information uploads directly to the system and only
needs verification, cutting down on manual data entry.
District authorities have repeatedly appealed to residents,
particularly in urban housing societies, to use this route.
“It will take just a few minutes to complete the process.
People can fill the form from the comfort of their home or
office,” said SDM Sanjeev Singla.

Officials acknowledged that many BLOs initially
struggled with the digitisation process and have since
deployed additional computer operators to assist with
data entry and uploads.

Youth stabbed to death by
friends during birthday party

Ghaziabad.(Agency)

A 22-year-old man was stabbed to death by his friends at a
birthday party in the Shanti Nagar area of Crossings
Republik in what is believed to be the third attempt to kill
him, police said.An FIR was registered against six
persons, an officer said, three of whom — Gaurav, Dev
and Hari — were detained.The deceased, Mohit Sharma,
was an autorickshaw driver. According to Mohit’s elder
brother, Mohit and Gaurav had a dispute about two weeks
ago after which Gaurav threatened to kill him. However, a
compromise was reached between them and Mohit’s
family believed the matter was resolved, he said.“But on
June 25, all of the accused took my brother to Rajasthan’s
Khatushyam town and there, the dispute between them
flared up again. Fearing an attack, Mohit made a video call
to his cousin and told him that he was with his friends and
they would be responsible if something untoward
happened to him,” Mohit’s brother told TOI.A similar
incident happened a few days later when the accused took
Mohit to Haridwar and the latter made a phone call to his
cousin to let him know his whereabouts and who he was
there with, he added*I suspect the accused had planned to
kill my brother in Haridwar and Khatushyam but they did
not make an attempt because of the video calls,” Mohit’s
brother said.

Around 11.30pm on Wednesday, Dev called Mohit to his
house — only 100 metres away — for his birthday party.
There, Dev, Gaurav and Hari forced him to drink a large
amount of alcohol after which he fell unconscious.
Following this, the accused stabbed him more than five
times.Mohit managed to escape Dev’s house and call his
family. His family rushed him to a hospital where doctors
declared him dead.

Jogging tracks, concrete
barricades: Ghaziabad
footpaths set for a makeover

)

Ghaziabad:.(Agency)

Ghaziabad Municipal Corporation is upgrading
pedestrian infrastructure across three major stretches in
the city, with renewed focus on safety and accessibility.
The project covers a 7-km stretch from Hindon IAF
roundabout to UP Gate, the stretch from Hapur Chungi to
Diamond Flyover, and CISF Road to Kanawani Culvert.
The revamp, to be taken up at a cost of Rs 10 crore,
includes seating spaces with pergolas, green landscaping,
light fixtures, jogging tracks and designated vending
zones.On June 19, the Supreme Court ruled that walking
on well-maintained, demarcated footpaths is a
fundamental right. The ruling gives pedestrians priority
over vehicles. GMC officials, however, said that a plan to
develop these pathways was already in the works prior to
the SC ruling.“As per the SC order, if local municipal
authorities or govts fail to provide these pathways,
citizens can move to court and are entitled to
constitutional compensation for safety infringements. It is
binding on us not only to develop pathways for
pedestrians but also enforce it, and we have already taken
steps in that direction,” said GMC chief engineer NK
Choudhary.According to Choudhary, cemented
barricades will be placed to bar vehicles from pedestrian
pathways, which will be landscaped and evened.
Walkways will get proper seating arrangements, pergolas,
green landscaping with light fixtures, a jogging track, and
an organised vendor zone under the plan.

The stretches will also get parking facilities on roadsides
and stormwater drains to prevent waterlogging.
Underground electrical lines at these spots will be
relocated so that no excavation work needs to be
conducted here in the future.

Cons use bank data to cheat
cardholders, six land in Gurgaon police

Gurgaon.(Agency)
Six people have been arrested for allegedly
posing as Axis Bank officials and cheating
credit card holders on the pretext of
redeeming reward points. Police said
details of 180 Axis Bank credit card
holders were found from the accused
during the investigation.The case came to
light after a complaint was lodged at Cyber
Crime Police Station (West) on March 6.
The complainant alleged that he received a
call from a person posing as an Axis Bank
employee.“The caller claimed that reward
points had accumulated on the
complainant’s credit card and sent him a
link to redeem them. After the complainant
entered his credit card number, name and
expiry date, the page closed without any
confirmation. He later discovered that an
iPhone 17 worth Rs 83,305 had been
purchased using his credit card and
delivered to an address in Delhi,” an officer
said.Based on the complaint, police
registered a case under sections 318
(cheating) and 319 (cheating by
personation) of BNS and launched an
investigation.During the probe, police

analysed the mobile number used to
contact the complainant and found it was
registered in the name of Farman. He was
arrested in Delhi on June 28. “During
questioning, Farman disclosed that he had
obtained the SIM card from Satya Prakash,
a point-of-sale agent in Sangam Vihar,”
ACP (Cyber) Gaurav Fogat said.Police

arrested Satya Prakash the same day.
During interrogation, he allegedly
revealed that three SIM cards procured in
Farman’s name had been handed over to
Narendra Singh, Vinod, Arvind Kumar and
Asif. The four were arrested in Delhi’s
Govindpuri on June 30.According to
police, the accused used the SIM cards to

Light rain cools Gurgaon, minimum
temperature drops over 4°C

Gurgaon.(Agency)
Light rain and cloudy conditions brought
relief from the humid weather in the city on
Thursday, pulling the maximum
temperature down to 30°C, nearly 8°C
below normal. India Meteorological
Department (IMD) has forecast more
widespread rainfall and thunderstorm
activity across Haryana over the next few
days.The showers brought a sharp drop in
temperatures. IMD’s Sohna Road
observatory recorded the city’s maximum
temperature at 30°C, 7.9°C below normal,
while the minimum temperature was

recorded at 22.7°C, 4.2°C below the |
previous day.Rainfall remained uneven

across the district during the 24-hour
period ending at 8am. Wazirabad recorded
the highest rainfall at 9mm, followed by
Manesar (5mm). Gurgaon, Kadipur and
Harsaru received 3mm each, Badshahpur

recorded 2mm, while Pataudi and
Farrukhnagar received 1mm each. Sohna
did notreceive any rainfall.

Across Haryana, the average minimum

temperature fell by 4.5°C compared with
the previous day and remained 3.7°C below
normal. Narnaul recorded the state’s lowest

minimum temperature at 18°C.

The IMD has issued a yellow alert for
Haryana, warning of thunderstorms
accompanied by lightning and gusty winds
of 40-50kmph, gusting up to 60kmph, at
some places. The department has forecast
light to moderate rainfall at many places
across the state from July 2 to July 7, with
heavy rainfall likely at isolated locations
during the period.An IMD official said,
“Conditions remain favourable for
further advancement of the southwest
monsoon over adjoining parts of
northwest India. A low-pressure area over
the northwest Bay of Bengal and
adjoining north Odisha-West Bengal
coasts is likely to keep the monsoon
active over central India during the next
five days, supporting continued rainfall
activity over northwestern parts of the
country, including Haryana.”

Haryana teacher transfer policy
challenged over experience marks rule

Gurgaon.(Agency)

Haryana govt is set to launch a long-
awaited general teacher transfer drive based
on the Haryana Teacher Transfer Policy-
2026 within the next two weeks.Director of
Secondary Education Jitendra Dahiya said
during an online meeting that the
department is targeting completion of the
entire exercise in about 75 days so that
teachers can join their new schools by
October.According to officials, the process
will begin with the rationalisation of 256
Model, 250 PM SHRI and 250 CM SHRI
schools before the general transfer drive is
rolled out through the MIS portal. The
transfer process involves updating a
teacher’s personal and service details on the
portal, release of cadre- and category-wise
merit lists, followed by a window for filing
objections and release of the merit list.
Thereafter, regular teachers will then be
allowed to exercise their choice of schools
in two phases. Guest teachers will be given
an opportunity after the regular teachers.

Schools will be allotted on the basis of
merit, and after approval by the competent
authority, transfer orders will be issued.
Teachers who fail to participate in
counselling can be posted anywhere within
the district or the state.As the govt prepares
to implement the policy, a major legal
controversy has emerged over the merit
calculation mechanism.The discontent
centres around the policy’s 120-point
transfer system, under which 30 marks are
reserved for “Experience in Cadre”. Only
service rendered in the current cadre is
counted. Consequently, teachers promoted
from JBT or TGT to the PGT cadre receive
no credit for the years spent in their
previous cadres, affecting their position in
the merit list.Teachers argue that the
provision violates Article 14 of the
Constitution, which guarantees equality
before the law, because it differentiates
between directly recruited PGTs and
teachers promoted within the department.
While direct recruits begin earning

Noida.(Agency)

wide passage in Badalpurin2021.

brothers — Devendra, Ravindra,

and both sides were called for a settlement.

belonged to him.

9 get life term for gunning
down cousins over land row

A district sessions court has sentenced nine members of
an extended family to life imprisonment for gunning
down two of their cousins during a dispute over an 18ft-

The court held that the killings were the result of an
armed attack triggered by a long-running land feud and
said the prosecution had proved the charges beyond
reasonable doubt.Additional sessions judge
Somprabha Mishra convicted the nine men of murder,
attempt to murder, rioting and armed rioting, and
imposed a cumulative fine of Rs 81,000 on each. The
court ruled that while the case did not fall in the “rarest
of rare” category, the evidence clearly established their
role in the killings.Those convicted included five
Satendra,
Dharmendra and Jitendra, sons of Harishchandra alias
Hariya; Bhopal and Mabhipal, sons of Jaipal; and
Amarjeet and Amit, sons of Sevaram Bansal. All were
handed two life terms under sections 302 (murder) and
307 (attempt to murder) of IPC, along with punishment
under sections 147 (rioting), 148 (armed rioting), 504
(intentional insult to provoke breach of peace), and
Section 7 of the Criminal Law Amendment Act.The
case dates back to Feb §8,2021, when a long-simmering
family dispute over a shared passage in Girdharpur
village under Badalpur police station spiralled into
bloodshed.According to the prosecution, the accused
had encroached on eight feet of land belonging to their
uncle Narendra, leading to repeated confrontations.
The matter was eventually taken to a village panchayat,

But instead of attending the panchayat office, Devendra
allegedly asked his cousins and panchayat members to
gather at the disputed plot, where an excavator had
already been brought in to mark the stretch he claimed

experience marks in the PGT cadre from the
date of appointment, promoted teachers
lose credit for years — sometimes decades
— of regular govt service.The teachers also
cite the Punjab and Haryana High Court’s
observations made in May and June 2026 in
petitions related to cadre restructuring and
service benefits to legally ground their
argument.

They claim that the present policy runs
contrary to the spirit of the High Court’s
directions to frame the new policy after
considering the impact on seniority,
promotional prospects and service-related
benefits. Teacher organisations have argued
that the policy violates the principle of
natural justice, saying promotions meant to
reward experience should not become a
disadvantage during transfers.For instance,
a JBT or TGT teacher who is promoted to
PGT after 15 years of service would receive
no experience marks in the new cadre and
could rank below a newly recruited PGT
with only a short period of service.

her adoptive parents and is growing up

like any other child.”

animals. “In the past, we have
rescued babies whose body parts
had been eaten by rats or ants.
There have also been cases where
newborns were attacked by stray
dogs before they could be found,”
Veeramani said.

In 2021, officials rescued a
newborn boy suffering from
gangrene in his left foot after he
was abandoned. “He was first
admitted to a govt hospital before
being shifted to a private facility
because of the severity of his
condition. We were unsure whether
he would survive. Today, he is eight
years old, healthy, attending school
and growing up with parents who
adore him,” Veeramani said.

But not every child is as fortunate.
Some infants die before they can be
rescued, officials said, their
abandonment driven by the fear of
social shame surrounding their
birth.

While female foeticide and
discrimination against girls remain
a concern in parts of north India,
officials in Noida say nearly equal
numbers of boys and girls are
abandoned here. “What we have

“Ants

According to the CWC, parents
unwilling to keep their newborns
frequently abandon them, leaving
them exposed to the elements and to

impersonate bank officials and contact
credit card holders with false promises of
redeeming reward points. “Victims were
persuaded to enter their card details on
phishing links, after which the accused
used the stolen information to make
fraudulent online purchases,” Fogat said.
Police said they have so far identified three
more victims from different parts of the
country who were allegedly cheated by the
group.Police seized 10 mobile phones,
three Motorola walkie-talkie sets, two
pages containing scripts allegedly used to
convince customers to share their credit
card details, and documents containing
details of 180 Axis Bank credit card
holders. “The seized records included
customers’ names, mobile numbers, PAN
details, credit card limits and PIN-related
information. The accused have been taken
on police remand,” the ACP said.
Investigators are examining how the
accused obtained the customer data and
whether a larger network or any insider
was involved. The possible role of the
accused in other cyber fraud cases is also
being investigated.

MNC techie printing
fake notes at
Faridabad hotel wanted
to mint followers

Noida.(Agency)
At an annual package of Rs 42 lakh,
Vinayak Jha did not need to print notes
to become rich. But the software
engineer with a multinational company
in Noida was not chasing wealth — he
was chasing a different kind of currency,
followers.Arrested last week for
allegedly running a counterfeit currency
printing setup from a hotel room in
Faridabad, Jha has told police his
actions were driven by an obsession
with social media virality. During
questioning, the 28-year-old said he
wanted to replicate the success of a US-
based friend whose Reels, often
featuring huge bundles of cash,
routinely drew millions of views and
likes.That digital glamour stayed with
him.Jha told police he had been
following the friend’s account for
months and was struck by how stacks of
money had become a visual shorthand
for influence. Unable to use real cash in
such quantities, he allegedly chose to
manufacture the illusion instead.
He designed a carefully researched plan.
Police said Jha spent weeks studying
online how Indian currency paper
looked, felt and behaved under light. He
searched extensively for material that
could mimic the texture of genuine
notes before allegedly buying
specialised paper from a shop in Delhi’s
Sadar Bazaar. Police are now likely to
question the shop owner to establish
what exactly was sold to him.
“He earned well and came from an
educated family. There was no financial
distress. But he used his skill and time in
the wrong direction,” a police officer
said.The case surfaced unexpectedly on
June 26, when Jha checked into a hotel
in Surajkund and then left the room
locked for two days, taking the key with
him. The prolonged silence raised
suspicion among hotel staff, who alerted
police.When cops opened Room 404-B,
they found a miniature counterfeit unit
— a laptop, printer, special paper, one
fake Rs 500 note, ten fake Rs 100 notes,
and other printing material.

50 of 54 infants abandoned in Noida
over last 5 years have found homes

Ghaziabad.(Agency)

Booth level officers (BLOs) She was
barely hours old when she was left
alone on the terrace of a house in
Greater Noida in the winter of 2024,
crying as ants swarmed over her body.
By the time rescuers found her, the
insects had already eaten into her
fingers. Today, the child is healthy, has
been adopted by a family, and has just
begun crawling around her new home.
She is one of 50 abandoned children —
28 of them girls and 22 boys — who
were rescued from roadsides, garbage
dumps, drains, bushes, vacant plots or
other deserted places and placed for
adoption by the Child Welfare
Committee (CWC) since 2022.
Recalling the Dec 2024 rescue,
chairperson of the CWC’s Noida unit
KC Veeramani said the newborn had
been perfectly healthy at birth, but her
parents did not want her.
discovered her before people did. By
the time we rescued her, parts of her
fingers had already been eaten. We
rushed her to the NICU. She recovered
remarkably well, and today she has
found a new home. She is healthy,
playful and has even started crawling,”
he said.Another infant girl, rescued
hours after allegedly being thrown
from a height, had both legs
completely fractured. “It was difficult
to imagine how such a tiny child could
survive those injuries,” Veeramani
said. She underwent treatment for
months. “Today, she too is safe with

analysed is that nearly 99% of these
cases involve unmarried mothers.
They fear social stigma. We counsel
them, but sometimes the mother
herself is only 13 or 14 years old. In
such situations,.
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Hydroponic weed worth Rs 4.83 crore seized at Delhi airport; passenger arrested

New Delhi: Customs offi-
cials at Indira Gandhi
International (IGI) Airport
here have seized hydroponic
weed worth about Rs 4.80
crore from an Indian passen-

& KIND ATTENTION RAIL PASSENGERS! —»

Introduction of New Weekly

ger arriving from Bangkok
and arrested him under the
NDPS Act, an official state-
ment said. The passenger
arrived from Bangkok on Air
India flight A 2335 on June 21

Express Train Shree Siddharoodha Swamiji

Hubballi Jn. -

Yog Nagari Rishikesh -

Shree

Siddharoodha Swamiji Hubballi Jn.

time-table & stoppages:-

It is notified for the information of all concerned
that Railways will introduce the regular run of Train
No. 17363/17364 New Express Train (Weekly)
between Shree Siddharoodha Swamiji Hubballi
Jn. - Yog Nagari Rishikesh - Shree Siddharoodha
Swamiji Hubballi Jn. stations as per following,

Train No. 17363/17364 Shree Siddharoodha Swamiji

Hubballi Jn. - Yog Nagari Rishikesh - Shree
Siddharoodha Swamiji Hubballi Jn. Express (Weekly)

and was intercepted after
crossing the Green Channel
based on profiling, it said. A
detailed examination of the
baggage led to the recovery
of hydroponic weed (ganja)
weighing  approximately
13.84 kg. “Further examina-

tion of baggage resulted in
the recovery of hydroponic
weed having a total gross
weight of 13,840 grams
approx. The estimated value
of the seized contraband is

NAME CHANGE
I, TAMADA SWATHI wife of
No.14667700N, Rank-HAV Name-
RAVI REYYA Residing at- 00,
KOTTA VEEDHI, PALLISARADHI,
VAJRAPU KOTTURU, PO-PAL-
LISARADHI, DIST-SRIKAKULAM,
ANDHRA PRADESH-532222,
have changed my name from
TAMADA SWATHI to REYYA
SWATHI for all future purposes
vide Affidavit dated 03/07/2026
before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, No. 14689184K Rank-HAV
Name-YADAV SUHAS YASHWANT
legal father of JAYDEEP Residing
at-VPO-KURUNDWAD, TEHSIL-
SHIROL, DIST-KOLHAPUR,
MAHARASHTRA-416106, have
changed my minor son’s name from

NAME CHANGE

I, SOSA KOMALBEN wife of No.-
14878395W, Rank-SEP, Name-
JAKHOTRA CHETAN  BHAG-
WANBHAI  residing at VILL-
YAJPUR, PO-VAVARDA, TEHSIL-
UNA, DIST-GIR  SOMNATH,
GUJRAT-362560, have changed my
name from SOSA KOMALBEN KAL-
ABHAI to KOMALBEN CHETAN
JAKHOTRA for all future purposes
vide Affidavit dated 03/07/2026
before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
| KUM. RANI W/O UPKAR SINGH ,
R/O 6/71, FIRST FLOOR, DOUBLE
STOREY, TILAK NAGARNEW
DELHI ,110018 have changed my
name from KUM.RANI to PREET

around Rs 4.83 crore,” the
statement said. Hydroponic
weed is a high-potency form
of cannabis cultivated using
water-based nutrient solu-
tions rather than soil and
often commands a higher
price in the illicit market.
“Accordingly, the passenger
was arrested under the provi-
sions of the NDPS Act, 1985

and the suspected hydropon-
ic weed along with the pack-
ing material was seized,” the
statement said. Further inves-
tigation is underway to ascer-
tain the source and intended
destination of the contraband
and to determine whether the
accused was linked to a larger
narcotics trafficking network,
the statement added.

NAME CHANGE

|, Aslam Ansari S/o Zamiruddin R/o
B-838,Jahangir Puri,North-
West,Delhi declare that my name
has been wrongly written as Aslam
in my 10th class certificate,issued
by CBSE.The actual and correct
name of mine is Aslam Ansari for
all purposes.

KAUR For all future purposes.

Please join
us on

JAYDEEP to JAYDEEP SUHAS
Train No. 17363 Train No. 17364 YADAV for all future purposes vide
ARR. DEP. STATIONS * ARR. DEP. affidavit dated 03/07/2026 Before
— | 1945 SSS Hubballi || 06:30 | - Notary Public, Delhi.
20:08 | 20:10 Dharwad 05:08 | 05:10
21:38 | 21:40 Londa 03:48 | 03:50 IPRA’;‘EAE':("ES(E\'I"ASJ?TE .
23:05 | 23:10 Belagavi 02:45 | 02:50 é1/1201, Summer Palms, Sector-
00:03 | 00:05 Ghatprabha 01:50 | 01:55 86, Faridabad-121002, Haryana,
02:55 | 03:00 Miraj 00:25 | 00:30 || |ave changed my minor daugh-
ter’ from VIBHUTI to VIB-
03:12 | 03:15 Sangli 23:52 | 2355 || (0TI DUTT parmanenty,
04:07 | 04:10 Karad 22:37 | 22:40 NAME CHANGE
05:07 | 05:10 Satara 21:42 | 21:45 || |1 MOHD FAHIM $/0 MOHAMMAD
3 B B 3 GULZAR R/O HOUSE NO. 2372
08:45 | 09:00 Pune : 18:30 | 18:40 GALI MASTER BADRUL ISLAM
10:13 | 10:15 Daund Chord Line 16:18 | 16:20 KUCHA CHELAN DARYA GANJ
11:42 | 11:45 Ahilyanagar 14:22 | 14:25 || |NEW DELHI - 110002, HAVE
. . . : CHANGED MY NAME FROM
13:52 | 13:55 Kopargaon 12:32 | 12:35 YAHYA KHAN. YAYAH KHAN AND
15:50 15:55 Manmad 11:40 11:45 FAHIM TO MOHD FAHIM FOR
18:10 | 18:15 Bhusaval 09:00 | 09:05 ALL PURPOSES.
21:41 | 21:43 Harda 05:05 | 05:07 NAME CHANGE
; ; : 3 : I, KAUSER W/O ANWAR R/O
22:55 | 23:05 . Itarsi . 04:15 | 04:20 HOUSE NO. 2310 FOURTH
00:35 | 00:40 Rani Kamalapati 02:40 | 02:50 FLOOR OLD 1489-B BAZAR SITA
03:00 | 03:05 Bina 00:48 | 00:53 RAM BEHIND KALAN MASJID
. . " o 3 ; DELHI - 110006, HAVE CHANGED
05:45 | 05:50 | Virangana L_akshmlbal 22:20 | 22:30 MY NAME FROM KAUSHAR
Jhansi Jn. KHATOON AND KAUSAR TO
07:20 | 07:25 Gwalior 18:10 | 18:15 KAUSER FOR ALL PURPOSES.
10:25 | 10:35 Agra Cantt Jn. 15:45 | 15:50 | MU%‘:«M\E &rlsfl\(g‘lgHE\ZAN
11:10 | 11:15 Mathura ‘ 15:00 | 15:05 FAR ALl R/O HOUSE NO. O-22/A
14:25 | 14:40 | Hazrat Nizamuddin Jn. | 13:15 | 13:30 3RD FLOOR BATLA HOUSE
15:38 | 15:40 Ghaziabad 12:08 | 12:10 NEAR SHAHAB MASJID ROAD
_ _ - - - JAMIA NAGAR DELHI - 110025,
16:21 | 16:23 Meerut City 11:00 | 11:02 HAVE CHANGE MY NAME FROM
17:26 | 17:28 Muzaffarnagar 10:21 | 10:23 SAYED MUZAFAR ALl AND
17:48 | 17:50 Deoband 10:01 | 10:03 MUZAFFER ALI TO MUZAFFAR
18:28 | 18:30 Tapri 09:38 | 09:40 || | F‘;’ZAIGLEP%R;%S;;E
19:37 | 19:42 Roorkee 08:29 | 08:34 I, MOHD TAHIR S/O MOHD IBRA-
21:55 | 22:05 Haridwar 07:35 | 07:45 HEEM R/O HOUSE NO. 282 GALI
23:30 - Yog Nagari Rishikesh - 06:15 xﬁﬂt\']{m/\ mgﬁlg ng 1A
Days of Run : 17363 Ex Shree Siddharoodha Swamiji| [{10006, HAVE CHANGED M\;

Hubballi Jn. on every Monday from 06.07.2026 and 17364 Ex
Yog Nagari Rishikesh on every Thursday from 09.07.2026.
Accommodation: AC 2 Tier, AC 3 Tier, Sleeper & General.

For any kind of information and detailed time-table etc.
passengers are requested to contact RailMadad
Helpline No. 139 or visit Indian Railways website

https://enquiry.indianrail.gov.in or NTES App.

NORTHERN RAILWAY

NAME SPELLING FROM
MOHAMMAD TAHIR TO MOHD
TAHIR FOR FUTURE.

NAME CHANGE
I, KUSUM LATA W/o Praveen
Kumar Pal R/o H.37, Gali No.3,
Shakarpur, Delhi-110092, have
changed my name from KUSUM
LATA to KUSUM permanently

NAME CHANGE
LKARAN S/o CHANDER MOHAN
R/o FB-105 2ND FLOOR,
MANSAROVAR GARDEN, RING
ROAD, DELHI-110015 have changed
my name to KARAN ARORA.

NAME CHANGE
| Suruchi Malhotra W/O Gagan Vij,
R/O 39, State bank Nagar, Paschim
Vihar, New Delhi- 63 have changed
my name from Suruchi to Suruchi
Malhotra For all future purposes

NAME CHANGE
| neetu w/o rajkumar R/o H .N 24
KH NO 40/10 gali no 27 b block
Indraprasth colony Burari delhi
110084 have changed my name to
Neetu Rani for all future purposes .

NAME CHANGE
| Vidit S/o Manish Khanna R/o P2,
301 Ushay Tower Parker Mall
Sector 61 Kundli Sonipat Haryana
131028 have changed my name to

NAME CHANGE
I, MOHD REHMAT ALI S/o MOHD
ANUL HAQUE R/o B B-104 GALI
NO-3 SUBHASH BASTI NABI
KARIM PAHAR GANJ, DELHI-
110055 have changed my name to
RAHMAT ALL.

NAME CHANGE

1, USHA D/O NARENDER KUMAR
JAYESH W/O PRAVEEN KUMAR
R/O C-390, STREET NO.16,
NEAR SHYAM LAL ATA CHAKKI,
BHAJAN PURA, NORTH EAST
DELHI, DELHI-110053 declared
that USHA JAYESH AND USHA
are one and the same person for|
all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
1, PANDYA NARBAHI RAM father of|
No-14834858A, Rank-NK, Name-
PANDYA PRAKASH KUMAR
NARBHAIRAM residing at G4,
RAMJI MANDIR THAKOR VAS,
DHOLI, ANAND, GUJARAT-388365,
have changed my name PANDYA
NARBAHI RAM to PANDYA NARB-
HAIRAM for all future purposes vide
Affidavit Dated 03/07/2026 before

IEEIRER: Rl
o gafEe At U9 FER RIS g A
2R G HIfeTH T . FoRA -34 T
fom df & diw ufad sfe TR,
weeq, e o fG@i-110094 F o1
I3 Sty hiferk qay = AR iR
Y U4 ke ISR ST SOt Tl
fifs wifeer SR fafy Fiferek =61 7o
FIIRR/ STERTT % HROT STIT =Tt 7=t
e | SeEd R gt gy faweg
T fau & ufesy § 7% #1E oF <
3 W 3T SRR g B W gafed
9 T UER e SRR

T & fae SfeR @ 2
WY HAR TSAhe |

NAME CHANGE
I, ALOK S/o NAND KISHORE R/o BG
7/4, 2ND FLOOR, PASCHIM VIHAR
B-BLOCK, Delhi-110063  have
changed my name to ALOK VIRMANI.

NAME CHANGE

I, MANOJ CHAUHAN Son of|
SUKHVEER SINGH Residing at
House No. J-126, Sourabh Vihar,
Near Anand Medical Hari Nagar
Extension, Badarpur South Delhi,
Delhi-110044 have changed the
name of my minor Daughter namely
POONA alias PALAK CHAUHAN
aged 14 years and she shall hereafter
be known as PALAK CHAUHAN.

CORRIGENDUM NO. -1 FOR

TENDER NO: DYCEE-PS-MLE-HO-05-
26-27, DATED. 24-06-2026

Tender No: DyCEE-PS-MLG-HQ-05-
26-27. Name of work: Provision of Flood
Lighting & associated electrical works in
connection with development of
Additional Synthetic Track and Allied
Sports Facilities at B.G. Colony Sports
Ground. E-tender will be closed at 15.00
hrs. on 17-07-2026. Corrigendum has
been issued for the above work. For
details of Corrigendum please visit
WWW.ireps . qov.in.

Dy.CEE/PS/Maligaon/HQ
&) NORTHEAST FRONTIER RAILWAY

"Sarving Customens with @ smile

NORTHERN RAILWAY

E-NOTICE INVITING TENDER

For and on behalf of President of India, Sr. Divisional Electrical Engineer
(RSO), Northern Railway, Delhi Division, New Delhi invites 'E- Tender' in
prescribed tender form for the following work.

1. | Name of
Work
with its
location

Comprehensive Multi-Disciplinary Services for Line Box
Handling, Lookout Glass & Cab Cleaning, and Supply &Filling
of Silica Sand at DLI, PNP & KKDE under Sr.DEE/RSO/DLI for
aperiod of Two Years.

2. | Approx. Tender value (Rs)

Rs. 3,03,44,820.00 (including GST).

3. [EM.D (Rs)

Rs. 6,06,900.00/- Note:-Online payment mode
available on IREPS website.

4. | Date & Time of tender opening (immediately
when tender submission ends)

24.07.2026 At
11:00 Hrs

5. | Website particulars where complete
details of tender documents can be seen

www.ireps.gov.in

TENDER NOTICE No: 230-Elect-RSO-T02-2026-27

Dt. 02.07.2026

PUBLIC NOTICE

I, hitherto known as RAJENDER
KUMAR S/o ARJUN PRASAD R/o
E-159, GALI NO-69, MAHAVIR
ENCLAVE PART-3, JANAKPURI,
WEST DELHI, DELHI-110059,
declare that name of mine has been
wrongly written as RAJINDER
KUMAR in my service documents.
The actual name of mine is RAJEN-
DER KUMAR, respectively which

may be amended accordingly.

PUBLIC NOTICE

This Notice is hereby given to gen-
eral public that my client Mrs.
Rubina Parveen who claimed to be
owner and in possession of the
Entire Ground Floor, (with Terrace
Rights), of Property bearing no. 82,
area measuring 35 sq. yds., out of
Khasra No. 232/7-6, 231/6-18, and
Khewat No. 33, Khatauni No. 207,
& Khewat No. 19, & Khatauni No.
69, part-C, situated in the Hari
Nagar Ashram, New Delhi, who
was the owner by virtue Sale Deed
dated 25.11.2024, having Doc. No.
2024/9/1/763, now they
approached AU Bank Finance Ltd.,
for financial assistance and there-
fore the property shall be mort-
gaged with the said Bank. | here by
giving \ this public notice that
Before  Sale Deed dated
25.11.2024 all the document are
lost/missing, if any person found so
kindly hand over the document to
AU Small finance bank at Uttam
Nagar, also if any person having
any claim/objection regarding own-
ership and/or creating mortgage of|
the said property or any part of the
said property in favour of AU Bank
Finance Ltd., is/are hereby
requested to notify the same in
writing to undersigned with sup-
porting documentary evidence at
the address mention below within
15 days from the date of publica-
tion of this notice, failing which any
claim, if any, of such persons will
be consider to have been waived
and/or, abandoned and our client
shall proceed with the disburse-
ment of loan against the said prop-
erty and subsequent creation of|

Notary Public, Delhi.

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE 2282126 l

vidit khanna for all future purpose Mortgage in respect thereof.

6 £ '

Your Convenience-Our Goncern

Visit us at: www.nr.indianrailways.gov.in

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

2286/2026

PUBLIC NOTICE

The Public at large is hereby noti-
fied on behalf of my client Mr.
Rajender Singh, S/o Late Sh. Babu
Singh R/o H. No. N-1256, Gali No-
13 Govindpuri Kalka Ji, South Delhi
110019. that my client do hereby
disowned and disinherit his Son
Bhupender Singh S/o Rajender
Singh and daughter in law Pooja
W/o Bhupender Singh R/o N-1256,
Gali No -13 Govindpuri Kalka Ji,
South Delhi 110019 for their mis-
conduct and behavior towards him.
That they shall not inherit any of the
properties of my client nor be enti-
tled to any share in the
movable/immovable properties or
any other assets of my client. Now
my client would have no concern
with his Son Bhupender Singh and
daughter in law Pooja. Any person
dealing or transacting with afore-
said Son and daughter in law in any
respect of my client shall be doing
that at his or her own risks, general
public take note.
KULDEEP SINGH GREWAL,
ADVOCATE
873, SAKET COURT COMPLEX
NEW DELHI-110017

PUBLIC NOTICE

This is to inform you that my client,
Mr. Chinna Kuruppan Meyya
Nathan, intends to purchase Plot
Bearing No. P-3/10, admeasuring
385 sq. yds., out of Khasra Nos.
313, 318 and 319, situated at Village
Mamoorpur, Delhi, abadi known as
Bawana Road Opps. SBI Bank
Mandi Extension, Narela, New
Delhi-110040, from Mrs. Santosh
Aggarwal. The original owners of the
entire property were Mr. Rajinder|
Parshad, Mr. Surinder Parshad, Mr.
Jitender Parshad, Mr. Shiv Charan
Dass and Mr. Satish Chander, who
acquired the property through two
Sale Deeds dated 13.04.1970 and
03.09.1971. Subsequently, they par-
titioned the property through a
Registered Partition Deed dated
11.11.1988. Thereafter, Mr. Jitender
Parshad transferred his 1/3rd share
to Mr. Rajinder Parshad and Mr.
Surinder Parshad through an
Unregistered General Power of|
Attorney and a Gift Deed.
Subsequently, Mr. Jitender Parshad
also transferred his 1/3rd share to
Mr. Rajinder Parshad and Mr.
Surinder Parshad through a
Rel Deed dated 31.05.2010.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Information is given to general pub-
lic at large that our client 1. Mr.
Sanjay Gupta (50% Share), 2. Mr.
Rohtash Kumar Jain (25% Share)
& 3. Mr. Tarsem Kumar Jain (25%
Share) are the owner of Freehold
Residential Property No. 221-A,
area measuring 50 Sq. Yds., i.e.,
41.81 Sq. Mtrs., out of Khasra No.
128, Situated in the revenue estate
of Village Bindapur, Delhi State
Delhi, Colony Known as Vani Vihar,
in Block O Extn., Uttam Nagar, New
Delhi 110059., by virtue of
Notarized GPA, Notarized ATS &
Will dated 03.05.2026. now our
client is declaring that that any
other person does not have any
right over the said property, and
same property sold to be Mr. Agni
Shekhar and same has been
financed by SMFG India Home
Finance Company Limited Branch:
Moti Nagar New Delhi. If any per-
son(s) have any objection(s) or
claim(s) with respect to the’ right,
title or interest in the Said Property
then contact us within 07 days from
the date of Publication of this notice
and or the same to the undersigned
if found by anyone. Thereafter no
claim shall be entertained
[NAVEEN KUMAR VERMA]
Advocate
F-211, Sector-3,
Vaishali, Ghaziabad,
Uttar Pradesh-201010
(Contact at 09958871432)

Thereafter, Mr. Rajinder Parshad
and Mr. Surinder Parshad parti-
tioned the property through a
Registered Partition Deed dated
23.11.2012. Unfortunately, Mr.
Surinder Parshad Aggarwal passed
away, leaving behind the following
legal heirs, namely, Mrs. Santosh
Aggarwal, Mrs. Sheetal Aggarwal
and Mr. Sumit Aggarwal. Thereafter,
Mr. Sumit Aggarwal and Mrs.
Sheetal Aggarwal relinquished their
respective shares in favour of Mrs.
Santosh Aggarwal through a
Relinquishment Deed dated
08.05.2026. The said property is
free from all encumbrances, liens,
charges and mortgages, and the
possession of the property is
presently with Mrs. Santosh
Aggarwal. The said property is pro-
posed to be financed by RBL Bank
Ltd., Branch: Building No. 1, First
Floor, Modi Mill Compound, Okhla
Industrial Estate, New Delhi.If any
person(s) objection & regarding sub-
ject property, then kindly may submit
his/her objection within 07 days from
the date of the Notice in writing. The
said objection may be kindly sent to
the undersigned by way of the
Registered Post on the address
given below and by E-mail. failing
which, the claim as per aforesaid
shall be treated as null and void in
respect of the subject property.
[ASHWANI KUMAR] Advocate
Chamber No. 122,
Tehsil Compound,
Ghaziabad, U.P.
kumar2021ashwani@gmail.com

PUBLIC NOTICE

This is to inform you that my clients,
Mr. Vishal Bhadari and Mr. Rajnish
Kumar, intend to purchase Property
No. 1898/18, comprised in Khasra
No. 25, admeasuring 100 sq. yds.,
situated at Govindpuri Extension,
Kalkaji, New Delhi-110019, from Mr.
Paramijit Singh, The original owner
of the aforesaid property was Mrs.
Bhagwati Devi, who acquired the
property through General Power of|
Attorney, Agreement to Sell, and
Will, all dated 19.03.1974.
Thereafter, she executed a Special
Power of Attorney dated 06.09.1989
in favour of Mrs. Nasib Kaur in
respect of the said property,
Subsequently, Mr. Harbhajan Singh
Pardesi expired on 22.01.2016, Mrs.
Nasib Kaur expired on 13.04.2016,
and Mr. Bhupinder Pal Singh
expired on 25.07.2023, Following
the demise of the aforesaid persons,
Mr. Karandeep Singh executed a
General Power of Attorney in favour
of Mr. Jagjeet Singh authorizing him
to act on his behalf in respect of his
share in the property, Thereafter,
Mrs. Harwinder Kaur @ Harbinder
Kaur, Mr. Karandeep Singh (through
his attorney Mr. Jagjeet Singh), Ms.
Jasmeen Kaur, Mr. Kamaljeet
Singh, and Mrs. Balvinder Kaur
relinquished and transferred their
respective rights, title, and interest in
the aforesaid property in favour of
Mr. Paramijit Singh by executing a

Relinquishment ~ Deed dated
26.05.2026, registered as
Document No. 2025/10/1/4433,

Book-I, Volume No. 20236, Pages
85-102, in the office of the Sub-
Registrar, South-East, Mehrauli,
Delhi, Accordingly, Mr. Paramijit
Singh has derived valid title to the
property and is presently in peaceful
physical possession thereof. Based
on the documents produced for my
examination and the information
provided, the property appears to be
free from all encumbrances, liens,
charges, mortgages, attachments,
acquisitions, litigation, and third-
party claims, My clients propose to
purchase the aforesaid property
from Mr. Paramijit Singh, and the
proposed purchase is to be financed
by RBL Bank Limited, Building No.
1, First Floor, Modi Mill Compound,
Okhla Industrial Estate, New Delhi If
any person(s) objection & regarding
subject property, then kindly may
submit his/her objection within 07
days from the date of the Notice in
writing. The said objection may be
kindly sent to the undersigned by
way of the Registered Post on the
address given below and by E-mail.
failing which, the claim as per afore-
said shall be treated as null and void
in respect of the subject property.
[ASHWANI KUMAR] Advocate
Chamber No. 122,
Tehsil Compound,
Ghaziabad, U.P.
kumar2021ashwani@gmail.com

STORES E-PROCUREMENT

E-Procurement Tender Notice No.: $/07/2026-27, Dtd: 01-07-2026. E-Tender are invited by the undersigned for the following works.
Sl.No.: 1: Tender No. : 10/26/5030/0T/34/2026-27; Closing/Opening Date: 15-07-2026

Brief Description : Supply, installation and commission of Transmission L2r2ZU2, Part No.42400060 along with flexible coupling, part no.12318490
for NDM6 locomotive [Warranty Period: 30 Months after the date of delivery] [Inspection Agency: TPI, Stage Insp. No, Stages: 0] [UVAM Linking:] ltem
Type: Goods (supply). Qty-2 Nos for SSE/IC/Mech, NFR(West Bengal). P.L.No- 141500080010.

S1.No.: 2: Tender No. : 37260665/0T/35/2026-27: Closing/Opening Date: 16-07-2026

Brief Description : Upgraded High Capacity Draft Gear Arrangement including Draft Gear Follower for BOXNHL/BCNHL wagons. Drawing - RDSO Drg.
No.- WD-81010-5-03, Alt-13, item-138. Mat, Spec. - RDSO Spec. No. WD-71-BD-15 Rev 01 of Nov. -17, with latest revision and amendments.[Warranty
Period: 72 Months after the date of delivery] [Inspection Agency: TP, Stage Insp.: No, Stages: 0] [UVAM Linking: Item:3100317,Upgraded High
Capacity Draft Gear for BOXNHL/BCNHL Wagons, PL Number 38130877] Item Type: Goods (supply). i) Qty-1617 Nos for New Bongaigaon WORKSHOP
DEPOT, NFR (Assam), i) Qty-105 Nos for Pandu GSD, NFR (Assam). P.L. No-38134676.

SI.No.: 3; Tender No. : 61/26/5174/0T/36/2026-27; Closing/Opening Date: 17-07-2026

Brief Description : WIDER PRESTRESSED CONCRETE SLEEPER FOR LEVEL CROSSING FOR 60 kg (UIC)/60E1/52 kg RUNNING RAIL WITH 52 kg
CHECK RAIL FOR 25T AXLE LOAD DRG: (RDSO) RT-8969 Alt 01 SPEC: (RDSO) IRS T-39 Sixth revision-March-2021 with ACS no. 1 [Warranty Period:
30 Months after the date of delivery] [Inspection Agency: RITES NON-TPI, Stage Insp.. NA, Stages: 0] [UVAM Linking:] Itemn Type: Goods {supply)
(i) Qty-.1891 Nos for Sr DEN/C/Lumding, NFR (Assam), (i) Qty-828 Nos for DRM/W/Tinsukia, NFR (Assam), (iii) Qty-490 Nos for DRM/\V/Alipurduar Jn.,
NFR (West Bengal), (iv) Qty-3890 Nos for SR DEN/C/Katihar, NFR (Bihar), (v) Qty-387 Nos for CH.OS/G/ENGG/Rangiya, NFR{Assam). P.L. Ne-60120721001.

Sl.No.: 4; Tender No. : 82/26/5033/0T/37/2026-27; Closing/Opening Date: 10-07-2026

Brief Description : (1) Stryker 4k Laparoscopic camera system with advanced imaging modalities Machine or similar. (Invasive surgeries). Qty-1.00
Numbers for CMS/Katihar, NFR {Bihar). P.L. No-823006630023. (2) Comprehensive AMC for five year after warranty period. [Warranty Period: 2 Years,
AMC Period: § Years.Rate of Discounting :10%]. Qty- 1.00 Numbers for CMS/Katihar, NFR (Bihar). P.L. No- 82300663. (3) Spares, accessories,
consumables and disposable etc. [Warranty Period. 24 Months after the date of delivery]. Qty- 1.00 Numbers for CMS/Katihar, NFR (Bihar). P.L
No-82300664.

Sl.No.: 5; Tender No. : 79/26/0832/0T/38/2026-27; Closing/Opening Date: 15-07-2026

Brief Description : Fire Retardant Curtain Fabric for AC Coaches 120 CM (min) width. (Blue Colour). The curtain should be both sides Mounted/
Interlocked. Material spec: RDSO Spec. No. C-9911 (Rev-4) with latest revision and Amendment. [Warranty Period: 30 Months after the date of delivery]
[Quantity Tolerance (+/-): 2 %age, ltem Category: Normal, Total PO value variation Permitted: Max & lacs] UVAM Item ref. (Item Id :- 2400070 - FIRE
RETARDANT CURTAIN FABRIC, Sub Item |d: 2400070001 - FIRE RETARDANT CURTAIN FABRIC as per RDSO Spec C-9911 Rev-3). (i) Qty-6146.40
Metre for Dibrugarh Town WORKSHOP DEFOT, NFR (Assam), (ii) Qty-6893.00 Metre for New Bongaigaon WORKSHOP DEPOT, NFR (Assam),
(1ii) Qty-959.00 Metre for Pandu GSD, NFR (Assam). P.L. No-79906059.

Brief Description : EQOT CRANE{‘ISFS TON) as per specifications and leading parameters attached [Warranty Period: 12 Months after the date of
delivery] [Inspection Agency. TPI, Stage Insp: No, Stages: 0] [UVAM Linking:] Item Type: Goods (Supply). Qty- 2 Nos for SSE/C&W/New Guwahati, NFR
(Assam). P.L. No-651200180718.

Brief Description : Supply, mstallatlon commissioning & testing of EQOT crane 25/5 Ton and DSL (Type and Length of DSL as specified in schedule-
1) along with spares as per schedule-IV and additional spares and items viz slings/lifting tackles as specified in schedule-|,maintenance tools as per
schedule-V and any other accessory freated as consimitant accessory. [Warranty Period:30 Months after the date of delivery] [Inspection Agency: TPI,
Stage Insp.: Mo, Stages.0] [UVAM Lmkmg] Iltem Type: Goods (Supply). Qty-1 Nos for SSE/C&W/New Bongaugaon NFR (Assam). P.L. Mo- 651002350032

Brief Description : (1) Supply of 48 fibre Armoured Opllcal Fibre Cable to RDSO Spec Mo RDSO/SPN/TC/110/2020 Rev0.0. (used in intelocking of 5
Nos. L.C gates) [ Warranty Period: 30 Months after the date of delivery] UVAM Item ref. (ltem Id :- 3100187 - 24/48 Fibre Armoured Optical Fibre Cable.
Qty- 25.00 Kilometre for SSE/SIG/New Jalpaiguri, NFR (West Bengal). P.L. No-509000396936. (2) Supply of 48 Fiber Armoured OFC Cable as per
RDSO SPN/TC/110/2020 Rev.0 or latest. [ Warranty Period: 30 Months after the date of delivery] UVAM Item ref. (ltem Id :- 3100187-24/48 Fibre
Armoured Optical Fibre Cable). (i) Qty-291.00 Kilometre for SSE/TELE/Tinsukia, NFR (Assam), (ii) Qty- 550.00 Kilometre for Sr.Section Engineer/
TELE/Alipurduar Jn., NFR (West Bengal) P.L. No-529023500010.

Brief Description : Soft Blanket check pattern maroon shade superior quality with four side satin piping (not less than 4 stiches per c¢m). Dimension
215cm x 120cm, Fibre content 60% wool, 15% nylon, balance others, Weight g/m2=450 gsm, Breaking load({min) on 15cm x 20cm(strip) (a) Warpway=
110 kgf, (b) Weftway= B5 kgf, Ends per inch =25{min), Picks per inch 20 (min.), Weave= 2/2 twill. The Blankets shall be properly washed and shall be
free frem grease, soap, filling or any other admixture which would give fictitious mass or firmness. The blankets shall be milled and given a raised
finish. For sampling, testing and other details, 1S:894 of 1980(latest revision) may be referred with above specification. 25mm Satin berder of matching
colour with "IR" monogram embroidered in a corner. The date of month and year of manufacturing and manufacturer name should be labelled in one
corner clearly. Material Spec: IS 894/2023 with latest alteration. [Warranty Period: 24 Months after the date of delivery]. (i) Qty-15000.00 Numbers far
Dibrugarh Town WORKSHOP DEPOT, NFR (Assam), (i) Qty- 4500.00 Numbers for Katihar GSD, NFR for Bihar, (iii) Qty-3000.00 Numbers for New
Jalpaiguri GSD, NFR (West Bengal). (iv) Qty-12000.00 Numbrs for Pandu GSD, NFR (Assam). P.L. No- 79330538.

SI.No.: 10; Tender Mo. : 60/25/5319/0T/43/2026-27; Closing/Opening Date: 23-07-2026

Brief Description : (1) Supply, Fitment and Commissioning of Eddy current Array Testing Equipment on turnkey basis with scope of supply other
parameters as per detailled specification attached for maintenance of LHB Coaches [Warranty Period: 24 Months after the date of delivery] [Inspection
Agency: TPI, Stage Insp.: No, Stages: 0] [UVAM Linking: ] Item Type: Goods (supply). Qty-3 Nos for SSE/C/IC/Guwahati NFR {Assam). P.L 330601270025
(2) Comprehensive Annual Maintenance Contract (CAMC) of 05 years. CAMC after expire of Warranty Period as per Rly Board guideline and PCMEs
letter no-M-218/0/policy/Pt-XII/PMP Dated-23.01.2025 | Warranty Period: 60 Months after the date of delivery, AMC Period: 5 years, Rate of Discounting:
10% Start After Year: 2 ] [Inspection Agency. CONSG, Stage Insp.. NA, Stages: 0] ltem Type: AMC. Qty-3 Nos for SSE/C/IC/Guwahati, NFR (Assam). P.L.
No-651000720180.

Sl.No.: 11; Tender No. : 61/26/5167/0T/44/2026-27; Closing/Opening Date: 13-07-2026

Brief Description : (1) Supply and commissioning of Digital Wheel Diameter measuring Gauge with LED display for measurement of Rail wheel
{mounted & unmounted ) [ Warranty Period: 12 Months after the date of delivery] [Inspection Agency: CONSG, Stage Insp.. NA, Stages: 0] [UVAM
Linking: ] Item Type: Goods (supply). Qty-3 Nos for SSE/TM/Maligaon, NFR (Assam). P.L. 619900880012, (2) Supply and commissioning of Set of
Wheel Profile Gauge and Wheel Profile Master Gauge [Warranty Period: 12 Months after the date of delivery] [ Inspection Agency: CONSG, Stage
Insp.: NA, Stages: 0] [UVAM Linking: ] Item Type: Goods (supply). Qty-5 Nos for S5E/TM/Maligaon, NFR({Assam). P.L. No-619900680017. (3) Supply
and commissioning of Set of Oxy-flame cutting equipment (Gas cutting & welding machine) set consists of 04 items (1) Industrial Oxygen Gas Full
cylinders HSN Code-28044090 gty -01 no. (2) Oxygen Regulator HSN Code 8019 gty -01. (3) Dissolved Acetylene Gas Regulator HSN Code No 9032
gty -01 (4) Dissolved Acelylene Gas Full Cylinder HSN Code 29012910 gty-01 [ Warranty Period: 12 Months after the date of delivery | [ Inspection
Agency: CONSG, Stage Insp.; NA, Stages: 0] [ UVAM Linking: ] Item Type: Goeds (supply). Qty-3 Nos for SSE/TM/Maligacn, NFR (Assam). P.L.No-
618800700011. (4) Supply and commission of Hydraulic Jack 50 Tones [Warranty Period: 12 Months after the date of delivery] [Inspection Agency:
CONSG. Stage Insp.: NA, Stages: 0] [UVAM Linking:] Item Type: Goods (supply). Qty- 3 Nos for SSE/TM/Maligaon, NFR(Assam). P.L. No- 619500710016.
(5) Supply of Heavy Duty Material Handling Trolley [ Warranty Peried: 12 Months after the date of delivery] [Inspection Agency; CONSG, Stage Insp.:
NA, Stages: 0] [UVAM Linking: ] ltem Type: Goods (supply). Qty- 3 Nos for SSE/TM/Maligaon, NFR (Assam). P.L. No-619900720010. (6) Supply of
Hydraulic Puller cum pusher for removing and fixing bearing, fan and Impeller of aux - motors with trolley and lifting arrangement. [Warranty Period:
12 Months after the date of delivery | [ Inspection Agency: CONSG, Stage Insp.. NA, Stages: 0] [UVAM Linking: | Item Type: Goods (supply). Qty-3 Nos
for SSE/TM/Maligaon, NFR{Assam). P.L. No-618900730015. (7) Supply and commissioning of Electric Welding Machine {Rectifier type) [ Warranty
Period. 12 Months after the date of delivery] [Inspection Agency. CONSG, Stage Insp.: NA, Stages: 0] [UVAM Linking: ] Item Type: Goods (supply).
Qty-6 Nos for SSE/TM/Maligaon, NFR{Assam). P.L. No-619300750014. (8) Supply installation and commissioning Set Of Multi functional rework
station soldering desoldering system along with accessories [Warranty Period: 12 Months after the date of delivery] [Inspection Agency: CONSG, Stage
Insp.: NA, Stages: 0] [UVAM Linking: ] Item Type: Goods (supply). Qty-3 Nos for SSE/TM/Maligaon, NFR{Assam). P.L. No-619800760019

Note :- For full details of Tender Notice and Tender Documents, Tenderer may log on to the website (www.ireps.gov.in) prospective bidder who intend
to participate in above tenders are required to log in themselves with the above website and submit their offer electronically, if they are already
registered with IREPS. In case they are not registered with IREPS, they are advised to obtain class-IIl Digital Signature Certificate from the certifying
agencies under Govt. of India IT Act 2000 and participate in the above tenders.
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NEWS BOX

Florida Woman's Driveway
Stolen As Part Of Nigerian
Scam

World.(Agency)
A US woman has caught social media's attention after
becoming an unwanted victim of a scam that originated
in Nigeria, after she returned home to find her driveway
ripped up and hauled away. In February earlier this
year, Luz Lenzi came back to her house in Sanford,
Florida, about 30 miles north of Orlando, to discover a
pile of rubble where her driveway used to be, which she
had gotrepaired for a minor crack a few weeks earlier.
According to police, someone posing as a
representative of a real estate company hired a
contractor to redo Lenzi's driveway. The job stopped
abruptly when a $15,000 check meant to cover the
work bounced. That check had been issued by a
company called SOIL Realty LLC, listed in New
Mexico, but investigators eventually traced it back to
Nigeria."I didn't hire them, I didn't need to have my
driveway redone," Lenzi was quoted as saying by
News 6.Police said the contractor never actually met
the client and never filed a permit before starting the
work. Investigators pieced together the scam's true
origin by following bank transactions and Google
records connected to an email address used in the deal,
which led them to internet addresses in Nigeria.
“I said, Nigeria, like in Africa? And he said, yes," Lenzi
said. "I said, how? I was shocked.”
'TWas ALoser'
It remains unclear exactly how the scammer stood to
profit. Investigators suspect the goal may have been to
extort money from the contractor. They also believe
Lenzi's house was targeted because it was listed for sale
atthe time.

Nearly 3,000 Evacuated As
Wildfires Sweep Across
France

Washington. (Agency)
Nearly 3,000 people have been evacuated in southern
France and water-bombing helicopters deployed to
battle wildfires after a record-breaking heatwave last
month, officials said Thursday.
Tourists and local residents had to be moved after a
wildfire broke out in the town of Sainte-Marie-la-Mer
and spread to Canet-en-Roussillon on Thursday.
Firefighters said nearly 3,000 people were evacuated
with half of them from three campsites in the affected
area.Two firefighters suffered minor injuries, said
Pierre Regnault de La Mothe, the top regional official
for the southern department of Pyrenees-Orientales.
Two hundred firefighters and four water-bombing
aircraft were deployed to put out the blazes.
"We are mobilising a large network of volunteers," said
the prefect.In June, France experienced a record-
breaking heatwave which lasted 11 days and saw
temperatures climb above 40C in many places.
Apart from having "major impacts" on human health,
ecosystems, agriculture, and infrastructure, the
extraordinary heatwave worsened the risk of wildfires,
the World Meteorological Organisation said last
week.Interior Minister Laurent Nunez said 1,200
firefighters had been mobilised since Wednesday to
battle forest fires."Weather conditions remain
particularly unfavorable," he said on X.
The Meteo-France weather agency said a new spell of
elevated temperatures would hit the country next week,
although they are not expected to be extreme like in
June.Some French politicians have denounced what
they call the authorities' inadequate measures to help
France face rising temperatures, and the Greens on
Thursday filed a no-confidence motion against the
government.

How A 100-Hour Mission By
8 Countries Saved
Venezuelan Man After
Earthquake

world.(Agency)
For eight days, 43-year-old security guard Hernan
Alberto Gil Flores lay trapped beneath the rubble of a
collapsed building in Venezuela, unsure if he would
survive. When rescuers finally reached him, his first
request was heartbreaking: "He asked not to tell his
wife that he wasalive, just in case he wouldn't make it."
Early Thursday, Gil Flores emerged from the ruins
covered in dust, lying on a stretcher and surrounded by
helmet-clad rescue workers. His rescue brought a rare
moment of hope after a devastating earthquake
disaster that has killed more than 2,200 people across
northern Venezuela.
Trapped Beneath A Collapsed Building
Gil Flores, a night-shift security guard, was inside his
small security cabin at the Galerias Playa Grande
shopping centre in Catia La Mar, in La Guaira state,
when two powerful earthquakes struck on June 24.The
back-to-back earthquakes, measuring magnitudes 7.2
and 7.5, brought down a seven-storey building and
damaged tens of thousands of structures across
northern Venezuela. More than 11,000 people were
injured, with La Guaira among the worst-hit
areas.While the concrete structure collapsed around
him, Gil Flores's security cabin remained intact,
shielding him from falling debris and creating a small
pocket of air that helped keep him alive.A specialised
team from the Costa Rican Red Cross first detected
signs of life and established contact with him on
Sunday. His wife, Gusbimar Gonzalez, said she had
struggled with despair before learning rescuers had
found him alive.
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Supreme leader's body arrives at
Tehran religious complex for funeral

Khamenei's body will be
taken to the Iraqi holy cities
of Najaf and Karbala before

his burial on July 9 at the
shrine of Imam Reza in the
northeastern Iranian city of

Mashhad, his birthplace.

TEHRAN.(Agency)
The body of Iran's supreme leader who was
killed in US-Israeli strikes that triggered the
Middle East war arrived at Tehran's Grand
Mosalla on Friday ahead of his funeral, state
media reported.Millions of people and a
coterie of foreign dignitaries were expected
to attend Saturday's official ceremony for
Ali Khamenei, with Tehran's chief
negotiator calling for a massive turnout to

avenge his death.Photos showed mourners
carrying Khamenei's coffin, emblazoned
with Iran's tricolour flag, into the Grand
Mosalla, one of the Islamic republic's most
important ceremonial venues.Others show
crowds at a pre-funeral ceremony clad in
black, as the coffin is set down against a
backdrop of red flowers and white
butterflies hanging in the air.Preparations

for Khamenei's public funeral, initially [jg

delayed at the height of the war, are taking
place as Iran and the United States observe a
fragile ceasefire after signing a preliminary
deal to halt the conflict.Pakistan, a key
mediator in the US-Iran talks, said its Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif would be attend the
ceremony.

China, Afghanistan and Iran's neighbours in
the Caucasus region said they would also be
sending representatives.Workers were
readying the Grand Mosalla on Thursday,
while security teams stopped passing cars
and curious bystanders looked on."We are
planting flowers and watering the shrubs for

the farewell ceremony of our martyred
guide," said worker Hossein Moghadassi,
clad in a hat and a scarf to cover his face as
the temperature soared.

"People will come from all over Iran. There
will be huge crowds."Tehran's chief
negotiator Mohammad Bagher Ghalibafhad
called on Thursday for "all the Iranian
people...to write a glorious page in the
history of Islamic Iran through your
presence.""The nation's call for vengeance
must ring in the ears of the whole world,"
Ghalibaf, who is also Iran's parliament

speaker, added in a statement.

Khamenei, a spiritual figure for many Shias,
was killed at the age of 86 in strikes on his
compound in the centre of the Iranian capital.
He will lie in state for three days at the
colossal Grand Mosalla, which has been
draped in banners featuring images and
quotes of Khamenei.Multi-city
commemorationsThe ceremonies are
expected to draw between 15 and 20 million
mourners, according to officials, which
would make it the biggest state funeral in the
country's history.

Ghalibaf called it "one of the most
significant moments" in Iran's history.
Tehran, as well as the holy cities of Qom and
Mashhad, which will host later stages of the
funeral and burial ceremonies, will observe
public holidays while the events are
underway.Authorities have ordered public
and private offices in Tehran to close from
Saturday through Monday, while traffic
restrictions will make much of the city
centre inaccessible to private vehicles.

Mojtaba Khamenei to skip father Ali Khamenei's
funeral due to Israeli threats, security risks

World.(Agency)

Iran's Supreme Leader Mojtaba
Khamenei, will skip the funeral
ceremonies of his father, former
Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei, citing
security concerns, said his
representative in India,
Ayatollah Hakim Elahi.Elahi
attributed the decision to Israeli
threats and surveillance risks
that would make public
attendance dangerous, ANI
reported.Earlier on Wednesday,
Iran's Foreign Minister Seyed
Abbas Araghchi issued a sharp
warning to the United States, [
urging President Donald Trump &

to "muzzle its pets" in Israel after =
Israeli Defence Minister Israel

Katz said that Iran's Supreme Leader
Mojtaba Khamenei was "marked for
death".In a post on X, Araghchi said the
United States had committed itself
under the terms of the 14-point
memorandum of understanding (MoU)
reached to end the hostilities in West
Asia, as well as restraining Israel,
warning that any threat against Iran's

leadership would draw an immediate
response.”The terms of the Islamabad
MoU are crystal clear and public for all
to see. POTUS has committed the US to
muzzling its pets in Tel Aviv. If they

ignore their master, Iran will school
them. Any threat against our People and
Leadership will receive Immediate
Powerful Response," Araghchi said in
the post while sharing the text of Katz's
remarks from a report.His remarks
came after Israeli Defence Minister
Katz on Monday reportedly referred to
Iran's Supreme Leader Khamenei and

said he was "marked for death".

Katz also called the Iranians "good
merchants", attempting to extract
concessions during negotiations and
reiterated that Israel would not allow
Iran to develop nuclear
weapons.

"If they do it through an
agreement, all the better," Katz
said, as per the text shared by
Araghchi.Earlier on July 1,
Qatar and Pakistan concluded
separate meetings with US and
Iranian negotiators in Doha,
with "positive progress"
reported on issues related to
the 14-point Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU).
Inaposton X, Majed Al Ansari,
adviser to Qatar's prime minister and
official spokesperson for the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs, said that the parties
agreed to continue discussions over the
coming period, with the next meeting to
be scheduled at the earliest possible
time following the funeral processions
of'the former Iranian Supreme Leader.

US feared Israel could target Iran's top negotiators,
warned West Asian nations of possible attack

WASHINGTON.(Agency)

The US has reportedly asked countries
in West Asia to warn Iran about a
possible attack by Israel targeting
Tehran's top negotiators during the
ceasefire negotiations that began in
April.According to a New York Times
report, Washington was concerned
about the targeting of two officials --
Abbas Araghchi, Iran's foreign minister,
and Mohammad Bagher Ghalibaf, the
speaker of the Parliament.

The US was afraid that an Israeli
assassination effort would doom the
negotiations to reach an interim peace
deal and lead to renewed fighting in the
Gulf region, the New York Times
reported, citing current and former
American officials.Killing senior
Iranian leaders had been part of Israel’s
strategy from the start of the war. The
war started on February 28 with an
Israeli strike that killed Supreme Leader
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei and other top
officials.The officials acknowledged
that during the intense phase of the war,

Araghchi and Ghalibaf could have been
considered legitimate targets for Israel,
which was intent on toppling Iran's
hard-line government.But after the
negotiations started in April, American
officials believed that any attempt to kill
the Iranian leaders would end the talks
and reignite the fighting, the report
said.While US strikes were primarily
aimed at Iran's naval and missile
capabilities, Israel focused its early
military campaign on targeting Iran's
leadership, secking to eliminate as
many high-ranking officials as it could.
Among those killed in Israeli airstrikes
were Iran's top national security official,
Ali Larijani, and former foreign
minister Kamal Kharazi, both
considered relatively pragmatic figures
whom the Trump administration had
hoped to engage in negotiations. The
two were involved in US-Iran talks at
the time of their deaths.

The Trump administration's concerns
over apossible Israeli plot to assassinate
the two lead negotiators underscored

how US and Israeli war objectives,
initially closely aligned, rapidly
diverged. While Washington pushed for
a peace agreement, Israel remained
sceptical even after the initial cessation
ofhostilities in April.

The initial two-week ceasefire in April
received reluctant backing from Israeli
officials, while many in Israel feared the
United States was ending the war
prematurely. Instead of weakening the
Iranian leadership, the conflict
hardened the country's theocratic
establishment, with the Islamic
Revolutionary Guards Corps further
tightening its grip on power.Araghchi
and Ghalibaf have led Iran's diplomatic
efforts with countries to secure a
ceasefire and work towards a broader
peace agreement with the US. In June,
Washington and Tehran reached a
framework deal aimed at reopening the
Strait of Hormuz and laying the
groundwork for subsequent
negotiations on Iran's nuclear
programme.

Putin shrugs off fuel
shortages in Russia as he
ramps up attacks on Ukraine

World.(Agency)
Despite severe fuel shortages across Russia, President
Vladimir Putin appears unbothered by Ukraine's
increasing attacks on his country's oil refineries.
He has shrugged off the setback for one of the world's
leading oil producing nations as "not critical," dismissed
ceasefire proposals and insisted the war will continue
until his goals are met.Putin has described the attacks on
Russian energy as an effort by Ukraine to distract
attention from its losses on the battlefield, although
analysts say the advance of Russian forces has been
stymied in recent months. The Russian leader appears to
believe his government can keep the fuel crisis from
eroding his authority and support for the war he launched
more than four years ago.The Russian military unleashed
a massive 1l-hour barrage on the Ukrainian capital
overnight into Thursday morning that killed at least 21
people. It was one of the deadliest attacks on Kyiv since
the start of Russia's full-scale invasion.
Here's a deeper look at the latest exchange of strikes and
Putin's refusal to halt the fighting:
Gas shortages worsen in Russia as more oil facilities are
hitThere have been more than 50 reported Ukrainian
attacks on oil refineries and other energy facilities in
Russia and the occupied Crimea since March — a barrage
Ukrainian leaders have said is intended to pressure
Moscow to end the war. At the very least, the attacks have
brought the war home even more poignantly for millions
of Russians, shattering Putin's narrative of the conflict as
something that doesn't affect the lives of ordinary people
in his country.An estimated one-third of Russia's refining
capacity has been cut off, according to Chris Weafer,
CEO of the consultancy Macro-Advisory. The attacks
have inflicted lasting damage that will be costly to fix.
Despite significant air defenses protecting Russia's
capital, a top refinery in Moscow has been hit twice. The
second strike on June 18 set it ablaze, damaging key
equipment that will reportedly take until the end of the
year to repair. With gasoline production in Russia reduced
by roughly 17% to 850,000 barrels a day, according to
government statistics, rationing has been introduced in
many regions, and motorists have had to wait in line for
hours to refuel.Crimea, which Russia illegally annexed
from Ukraine in 2014, has faced the worst fuel shortages.
Gasoline sales to individuals have been halted there
altogether.Putin downplays the impact of Ukrainian
strikesPutin chaired a meeting of government officials
last weekend to discuss the fuel shortages.
In televised statements, he acknowledged the country
was going through a "difficult period." He pledged to
accelerate repairs of energy facilities and said Russia
would consider importing gasoline to help make up for
what he described as "temporary" shortages. He also said
Russia's arms industry will boost production of air
defense systems to fend off future Ukrainian
attacks.Putin portrayed the Ukrainian strikes as an
attempt to divide Russian society, halt Moscow's
offensive and try to force the Kremlin into negotiations
on "terms advantageous to our adversary."

Death toll from massive strikes on Kyiv rises to 30

Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelensky said his forces would
"definitely" retaliate for the
Wednesday to Thursday overnight
pummelling, as he inspected an
apartment hlock that was partially

destroyed.

KYIV.(Agency)
Ukraine said on Friday that the death toll
from a massive barrage on its capital had
risen to at least 30 people, as both Kyiv and
Moscow vowed fresh assaults.
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky
said his forces would "definitely" retaliate for
the Wednesday to Thursday overnight
pummelling, as he inspected an apartment
block that was partially destroyed.The
European Union's top diplomat proposed
new sanctions on Moscow, as Zelensky
pressed the United States for licences to
manufacture Patriot air-defence missiles.UN
chief Secretary-General Antonio Guterres
condemned Russia's barrage and repeated a

ceasefire call."Attacks against civilians and
civilian infrastructure wherever they occur
are a clear violation of international
humanitarian law and must stop
immediately," said his spokesman Stephane
Dujarric.But the Kremlin vowed
to further ramp up "pressure" on
Kyiv, sticking to its no-
compromise rhetoric.

'Most massive attack'

Russia has routinely launched
waves of missiles and drones
during its invasion, Europe's
deadliest conflict since World War =
II.AFP journalists in central and "
eastern Kyiv heard more than a
dozen explosions and saw
residents rushing to shelter in
metro stations.In the morning,
locals stood on the rubble of %
destroyed apartment blocks
ripped apart by the barrage, as smoke poured
over the Kyiv skyline.Blasts started echoing
out late on Wednesday, lasting into the early
hours of Thursday as Russian missiles and
drones rained down on residential areas in the
city centre.Mayor Vitali Klitschko described
it as the "enemy's most massive attack on the
capital".Ukraine's state emergency service

said that the strikes had killed 30 people,
increasing an earlier toll after three more
bodies were pulled from the rubble.The head
of the city's military administration Tymur
people were

Tkachenko said 91
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wounded.The Ukrainian branch of the Red
Cross said its key warehouse had been
destroyed and around USD 2 million worth
of humanitarian aid lost.Debris also
damaged a building "hosting a number of
diplomats", EU spokeswoman Anitta Hipper
told AFP, adding that the EU diplomats were
safe.And in Kryvyi Rig, two people were

wounded when a missile struck a densely
populated area, the head of the central city's
military administration said early Friday.
Kyiv urged its allies to send more air
defence."We also very much count on a
decision by the United States
regarding licences for Patriots,"
Zelensky said in a post on Facebook
on Thursday.Later, after talks with
| Finland's President Alexander Stubb,
. he added: "Defending against ballistic
missiles is impossible without a
sufficient number of missiles for
Patriot systems."Ukraine wants to
manufacture munitions for the US-
made missile interceptor system, but
defence experts say it would take time
= to set up production domestically.A
US official told AFP President Donald
¢ Trump wanted a peace deal to end the
"senseless killing" in Ukraine.
Struggling to sleep
Russia fired 496 drones and 74 missiles,
including hard-to-intercept ballistic
projectiles, Ukraine's air force said.
It said it shot down 48 of the missiles and 476
drones.AFP reporters met several Kyiv
residents outside an apartment building
largely destroyed in the attack.
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i Heavy rain batters Mumbai;

for Thane

Srinagar.(Agency)
Heavy rain continued to lash Mumbai and
its neighbouring districts of Thane, Raigad,
and Palghar Friday morning, with
waterlogging reported in low-lying areas of
the city, slowing traffic, with an orange alert
in place across the region.
The unabated showers also triggered
waterlogging across several pockets of the
Mumbai Metropolitan region. According to
the weather bureau, rainfall is expected to
intensify from Friday, when a low-pressure
system is forecast to develop along the
upper-air circulation.
IMD has stated the possibility of heavy to
extremely heavy rain in Mumbai till July 5,
while issuing an orange alert in the region
and placing Thane district under a red alert
starting July 4. An orange alert is issued in
the likelihood of 115.6 mm to 204.4 mm of
rainfall within 24 hours, while a red alert is }
sounded amid the possibility of extremely
heavy rainfall above 204.4 mm within a
day. Several areas in Mumbai received over
100 mm of rainfall within 24 hours on
Friday, the fifth consecutive day. While the
city remained relatively dry, receiving only
18 mm of rainfall between 8.30 am and 5.30
pm as recorded by IMD observatories,
showers gathered pace after evening.
Data issued by the Brihanmumbai |
Municipal Corporation (BMC) showed that
between 8 am Thursday and 6 am Friday, !
Mandavi received 150 mm of rainfall,
followed by Malabar Hill (145 mm), Fort
(140 mm), Andheri (136 mm), Versova (129
mm), Powai (124 mm), and Bhandup (117
mm).

Court awards life-term to

nine cops for custodial death

Mumbai.(Agency)

A special court in Washim on Thursday
sentenced nine policemen to life
imprisonment for the custodial death of a
man belonging to a denotified tribe in 2011.
The court found the men guilty of the murder
of Begya Nainu Pawar, who had died in
custody after suffering 44 injuries including
multiple fractures on May 10, 2011 in Risod
in Washim district of Maharashtra. The men
were also found guilty of attempting to i
murder Raju Pawar, who was also assaulted
in custody. The court said that the two men,
who worked as labourers, were tortured for a
confession and were beaten brutally. The
court also convicted some of the accused
under charges including the Scheduled
Caste and Scheduled Tribe (Prevention of
Atrocities) Act as the victims belong to the
Pardhi community, a denotified tribe.

“In this case, ample evidence of prosecution
witnesses shows that Begya Pawar was
brutally beaten while taking his custody and
during interrogation in the police station.
The interrogation in the police station was
within four corners of police station. Hence,
there was no eyewitness to the beating.
Evidence of some witnesses shows that
when Begya Pawar was taken in the custody
his health was good. But post-mortem
report...shows that there were 44 multiple
injuries, contusions and multiple fractures
on the dead body of Begya Pawar,” special |
judge J P Zapate said. H
The prosecution led by S N Kaloo had said
that between May 9 and May 10, 2011, the
accused policemen went to the home of
Begya around 3 am, while he was sleeping,
with his wife and children, aged 11 and 7, in
the house with him. The policemen beat
Begya up and also assaulted other members
ofthe community, including Raju.

Bengaluru-based company
tests 700kg e-aircraft

BENGALURU.(Agency)
City-based Sarla Aviation completed a
flight-test campaign for Sylla, its half-scale
electric vertical take-off and landing
(eVTOL) technology demonstrator, on July
1. The demonstrator logged more than 500
tests and over 18 hours of flight testing
across six months, making the 700 kg-class,
7.5-metre-wingspan aircraft the heaviest
electric aircraft ever to take offin India.

The first version — Sylla 1.0 — is built to i
validate aircraft-level and system-level
integration under real operating conditions.
The time elapsed from design to flight was
under 12 months, which was conducted
within a budget of less than USD 13 million.

“Sylla has given us the data we set out to

orange alert in city, red alert

capture, and those learnings are already sha-
ping our next-gen aircraft as we move
towards transition and sustained wing-borne i
flight on our journey to our 6+1 air taxi i
Shunya,” said co-founder and chief techno- |
logy officer Rakesh Gaonkar.

The company is India’s first to: build and fly
a 700 kg-class electric aircraft capable of
vertical take-off; fly a 400-volt electric
power-train architecture; demonstrate a
distributed-propulsion wing system;
complete full-stack ground testing in
accordance with airworthiness regulations.

i One of the six Gujarat police officials

STATE

The Sikh Times

Ram Temple accused’s wife gets notice over ‘illegal
construction’, bulldozer action looms

Ayodhya Police get 24-hour remand of key accused, say fresh searches at
his home led to recovery of Rs 20.39 lakh

Lucknow.(Agency)

Ayodhya Police on Thursday got 24-hour
custody of Avinash Shukla, one of the eight
arrested accused in the Ram temple donation
theft case, a day after he was questioned in
jail following the alleged seizure of cash
and incriminating documents from his
home. Secking two-day custody of
Shukla, the police told the court that they
want to take him to some of the places for
the recovery of cash.

Sources said that fresh searches at his home
had led to the recovery of Rs 20.39 lakh in
denominations of Rs 500, 200, 100, 50,
20, and 10; and USD 1,121 in the !
denominations of 100, 50, 20, 10, 5, and 1.
The maximum cash was in Rs 500
denomination — over 3000 currency
notes.“The court had earlier granted
permission to interrogate Shukla inside the
jail to corroborate the recovery of the cash

from him earlier by the trustees and verify the
details about his duty in the temple.
Following the verification along with his
questioning inside the jail, we filed the

application in the court on Wednesday
seeking his custody for recovery of cash,”
said a senior police officer involved in the
probe. The police are believed to be taking
Shukla to his native village, Babupur, in the

Maheshganj area of Pratapgarh district, and
later to Kaushalpuri locality in Ayodhya city,
where he used to live with his elder brother
Amit, who is a teacher.

Police have so far arrested eight people,

including Shukla, in connection with the
alleged embezzlement of donation money.
The other seven are Lavkush Mishra,
Anukalp Mishra, Manish Kumar Yadav,
Karunesh Pandey, Ramashankar Mishra,
Ram Shankar Yadav alias Tinnu Yadav, and
Subhash Srivastav. Ramshankar Yadav alias
Tinnu, considered to be close to the general
secretary of the Temple Trust, Champat Rai,
had exercised his influence to recruit his
nephew Manish in the counting job, while
Lavkush Mishra, Anukalp Mishra,
Ramashankar Mishra, Karunesh Pandey, and
Subhash Srivastav allegedly got the help of
trustee Anil Mishra to get the job of counting
cash.

Advocate fee paid by accused client not
‘proceeds of crime’: Allahabad HC

The petitioner had approached court against the State Bank of India freezing his
account on the cyber cell’s instructions citing alleged fraudulent transactions.

Lucknow. (Agency)

by such an accused to his learned Counsel in money, an Advocate’s account is frozen

The Allahabad High Court has come down account the money cannot be said to be describing it as a cyber fraud or the money as
heavily on the Uttar Pradesh Police’s cyber proceeds of crime.” “It is the lawful proceeds of a cyber fraud or other crime it

cell for freezing the bank account of a
lawyer on the ground that the fee paid to
him by his client might be part of the

amount the accused was charged with §

siphoning off, and directed the state
government to file an affidavit so as not to
interfere with the “dispensation of justice in
courts”.

The division bench of Justices JJ Munir and
Arun Kumar, in its order dated June 25, |
observed, “The petitioner is an Advocate.
He can be paid his fee by the Government,
by arespectable man or a man who is not so
respectable. An Advocate could be

School van, tanker slip into ‘holes’ as Surat
roads break down after 1st showers

SMC hydraulic department executive Three years after it was shelved following opposition
from local fishermen, the Mumbai Metropolitan

Region Development Authority (MMRDA) has
revived its proposed coastal bridge linking Nariman
Point and Cuffe Parade, a project expected to
dramatically alter connectivity in south Mumbai’s

Surat. (Agency)

The first bouts of rain on Tuesday and
Wednesday have taken a toll on the
city’s roads, at least six of which have
given way to potholes and cave-ins
that caused several accidents, but
no injuries, luckily.

These six roads were re-carpeted
in the last six months. Flooded
with complaints, Surat
Municipal Corporation (SMC)
has issued notices to the four
contractors who had won tenders
for the six roads.

Cave-ins were noticed at three
locations on a freshly laid 400-
metre road in Mota Varachha,
trapping a truck and a car. A van
carrying schoolchildren fell into a

Locals rushed to the scene and rescued
the kids. No one was hurt.

On Thursday, a water tanker found itself
trapped at a caved-in road portion in
Dindoli; in Udhna, a truck’s wheels
slipped into a pit. The Dindoli incident
saw a traffic jam since the hole was in
the middle of the road. It took a few

hours for officials to remove the
tanker.
damages were reworked after the
completion of a Surat Municipal
Corporation project to lay water
supply pipelines for newly a
(1 [ )

and where drainage lines were laid.
sinkhole in Limbayat on Wednesday. SMC’s hydraulic wing issued the

notices to contractors
Fabrication (Udhna Zone), SVR
Construction Company (Rander), P.
Das Infrastructure Pvt. Ltd (Sarthana),
A V Patel (Athwa), for the alleged
substandard work, directing them to
repair the roads or bear the expense if
the corporation carries out the repairs.

remuneration of the learned counsel which [ 1
defending an accused who is indeed involved  would be duly earned after the engagementis to his account that are proceeds of his own
in a big scam or fraud but when fee is remitted ~ discharged. If for the remittance of any sum of  crime.”

The roads that suffered

dded areas

f -
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engineer SC Vasava said: “The work
to lay drinking water distribution
pipeline for the newly added areas
started in October 2025 and was
completed in the first week of June this
year. A total of 83,293 metre of
the water distribution line was
laid by roadside, and 11.99 km
of water distribution line was
laid with a trench beneath the
existing roads in the city. We
have noticed and received
complaints about cave-ins at
portions where the trench in
the stormwater drainage and
drinking water networks
collapsed.”

Meanwhile, SMC standing committee
chairman Rajan Patel noted, “We
received complaints from citizens
about cave-ins, and issued notices to
four contractors. They should bear the
expenses incurred.

In the notice, we have told the
contractors to stay alert and ready with
materials to repair such cave-ins
should they appear.”

could become very difficult for Advocates
to discharge their professional duties under
the Advocates Act. The functioning of the
Court itself would be embarrassed,” the
bench further noted. The court directed the
Additional Chief Secretary (Home) to file
an affidavit within two weeks, clarifying
how seizure of an “advocate’s account,

| made by sundry officers of the police, is to

be dealt with so as not to interfere with
dispensation of justice itself in Courts”. The
bench stated, “It would be quite a different
matter, if an advocate is himself involved in
a criminal offence and has credits of money

S

[IT Gandhinagar to develop
country’s first own cooling
tech for EVs, Al infra, trains

Ahmedabad.(Agency)
An Indian Institute of
Technology Gandhinagar
(IITGN) research team has won a
Rs 20 lakh seed grant to develop
the country’s first indigenous
cooling technology for electric
vehicles (Evs), trains, high-
performance electronics, and
artificial intelligence
infrastructure. The technology
can address two major issues:
cooling of the fast-growing Al-
driven data centres, and safety
concerns around EV battery
thermal management, IITGN
stated.
The researchers won the grant on
Tuesday at ‘MATRIx (Materials
Research, Innovation and
Entrepreneurship Expo) 2026°,
organised by the Indian Institute
of Metals (IIM), the professional
body for metallurgists.
“This indigenous manufacturing
technology could help address
industrial thermal management
through a new generation of
liquid cold plates. Titled
‘Advanced Chill Tech,” this
innovation rethinks how liquid
cold plates are manufactured,
creating an avenue for an
affordable, scalable and
sustainable innovation,” the
research team claimed.
The team has also filed a patent
application jointly with its
industry partner, Epsilon
Engineering Pvt. Ltd. The
technology has also reached
Technology Readiness Level
(TRL) 7, with prototypes
successfully validated in an
operational environment. The
largest prototype can withstand
pressure of more than 35 bars
(well above industry
requirements) and has passed
fatigue and tensile testing.
The project was led by Amit
Arora, an associate professor at
IITGN’s Department of Materials
Engineering, together with
Prachi Sharma and Rizwan
Qureshi, a final-year doctoral
student in the department.

A five-minute drive from Nariman
Point to Cuffe Parade? Mumbai’s
next sea link is back

Mumbai.(Agency)

business district.

(CRZ).

The 1.869-km, Rs 588-crore bridge, which promises to
reduce peak-hour travel time between the two
neighbourhoods from nearly 25 minutes to just five,
has entered the environmental clearance stage. After
securing the Maharashtra government’s approval for a
revised alignment in December last year, the MMRDA
has now approached the Maharashtra Coastal Zone
Management Authority (MCZMA) for permission to
build the project in the Coastal Regulation Zone

The proposed bridge will begin from Dorabji Tata Road
at Nariman Point, run along reclaimed land for a short
stretch before extending over the sea on stilts in a
double-decker configuration, and terminate at Captain
Prakash Pethe Marg in Cuffe Parade.

The project was originally tendered in 2022, with Larsen
& Toubro awarded the contract the following year.
However, work was abandoned in 2023 after residents
and fishermen objected to the alignment, saying it
would pass through one of the city’s last remaining
traditional fishing bunds.

Surat SOG DCP among six officers promoted to IPS

Twenty-six Nasir Nagar residents who moved the court have alleged that SOG personnel were

at the site when the demolitions were being carried out.

Surat.(Agency)

appointed into the Indian Police Service
(IPS) on Thursday is a respondent in a
petition in the Gujarat High Court filed by
the people displaced by the demolition of
over shanties in Surat’s Nasir Nagar on May
30. Rajdeepsinh Nakum is currently posted
as the deputy commissioner of police of
Special Operations Group (SOG) in Surat.
Along with Nakum, three more police
officers, including new Ahmedabad police
chief Anupam Singh Gahlaut, have been
named as respondents in the case.

Surendranagar district, Nakum’s father
was a drawing teacher in a government
school in Lakhtar taluka. Nakum has
studied English literature at the Gujarat
University and worked as a teacher at a
government school for three years. Later,
he was employed as a deputy section
officer at the Gujarat High Court, where he
served from 2006 to 2011. After first
assuming the role of a police officer, he
was made a probationary officer in Anand
district in 2013. He then worked with the

judice, he said he was “very happy” about into the IPS as per the July 2 notification notification to this effect was issued by the
his promotion. A native of Wadhwan in signed by Sanjeev Kumar, Under Secretary Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) on

- SURAT CITY |

Thursday.

These officials will remain on probation
for a year. The notification says, “Under
sub-section (1) of Rule 9 of the Indian
Police Service (Appointment by
Promotion) Regulation, 1955. Six police
officers of Gujarat holding Deputy
Commissioner of police rank in the
Gujarat Police Service have been
appointed into the Indian Police Service
on probation, and they have been

allocated to the Gujarat cadre under sub-

Twenty-six Nasir Nagar residents who
moved the court have alleged that SOG
personnel were at the site when the
demolitions were being carried out.

While Nakum refused to comment on the
demolitions, stating that the matter was sub

State CID Crime in Veraval. He was also
posted in Dang (from 2016 to 2018) and
Botad. He was appointed to his current role
in 2022. He is the father of three children.
The promotions of five other DCPs along
with Nakum were cleared to be inducted

to the Union government. Along with
Nakum, DCPs Bharatkumar Rathod (posted
in Ahmedabad), Praful Vania, Rajeshkumar
Parmar, Kalpeshkumar Chavda and Rakesh
Desai (posted in Rajkot) were also cleared
for promotion to the IPS by the Centre. A

rule 1 of rule 5 of the Indian Police Service
(Cadre) Rules, 1954, as mentioned in the
notification. The officials will remain on
probation for one year and will also be
inducted into training for the Indian Police
Service...”
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Dangerous shift in
the onus to prove
citizenship

Kapil Sibal

The ministry of external affairs says that a passport
issued to a person by the Republic of India is only a
travel document, not a proof of citizenship. That it
is also a travel document is not in doubt. Neither
Aadhaar, nor an Elector’s Photo Identity Card
(EPIC) or, for that matter, a birth certificate—all
issued by statutory authorities—provides proof of
the holder’s citizenship.Clearly, no document
issued by the government of India or a statutory
authority can be considered to be proof of a
person’s citizenship. There are two aspects of this
matter that need our attention.First, nothing stated
in a document is proof of a fact stated therein. Such
facts, when challenged, have to be proved through
evidence, either direct or circumstantial, before a
statutory authority or a court of law. That is a
fundamental principle of law.

However, there is a presumption in law that the
statements of fact found in each of such documents
are true unless proved otherwise. The burden of
doing so is on the person challenging the
authenticity of such facts. Absent that, the facts
stated in these documents will be deemed to be true.
However, a passport issued by the Republic of
India is of special significance. It is never issued
unless the person is a citizen of India. Issuance of a
passport involves an elaborate investigative
procedure that is required to be followed. The
authorities are required to confirm the veracity of
facts stated in the application including the
applicant’s date and place of birth.

Such a travel document, once issued, is recognised
by other member States of multilateral
organisations as a valid document. The document
itself reflects the fact that such a person is a citizen
of India based on which the immigration
authorities of member States allow entry to such a
person. There are several countries in the world
which allow entry to an Indian passport holder even
without a visa. This dispensation is solely based on
the statutory presumption that the person to whom
the document is issued is a citizen of India. For the
MEA to say that a passport is only a travel
document is playing truant with the law.Such a
statutory presumption can certainly be rebutted.
The person who seeks to rebut that presumption
may be a third person or the authority itself which
issued the passport, on the basis of perhaps a fresh
discovery of facts or for multifarious other reasons.
It is in that context that the facts will have to be
established to either confirm that the person is a
citizen of India and holds a valid passport, or that
the passport be revoked for the authority then to
decide upon the legal status of the person.

The statutory presumption arising from a person
holding an Indian passport is also significant in the
context of the many rights a citizen enjoys in the
Republic of India, including those guaranteed
under Part III (fundamental rights) and Part IV
(directive principles of state policy) of the
Constitution. Such a person is also entitled to
benefits available under several schemes, both of
the Union government and of the state in which the
individual resides. The same should hold true of
any such document, like Aadhaar or EPIC, issued
by any other statutory authority under a law made
by Parliament.The debate should not be centred on
the fact that a person holding an Aadhaar card or a
passport is not a citizen of India. In fact, he or she is
presumed to be a citizen of India unless it is
rebutted through a process of law.A matter of
fundamental rights

There is another aspect that needs attention. The
Indian Constitution does not permit dual
citizenship. A person acquiring the citizenship of
another country will lose his or her status as a
citizen of India, and such a person’s passport will
be revoked forthwith. Such a consequence proves
that a passport is not merely a travel document but
also proof of citizenship.

Military reforms are about developing leaders capable of navigating the intersection of

S Vaidhyasubramaniam

EDITORIAL
The kill switch of citizenship
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Amid the passport row, it’s evident that voter deletion unplugs the citizen from the State

Sanjay Hegde

IN Punjab, the passport is not really a document. It is a
lifeline. No state in India holds them in such numbers.
The rate at which Punjab issues passports per head of
population is among the highest in the country. By
common reckoning, more than one in five Punjabis
carries one. The reason is plain. Almost every family in
the state has someone abroad. Someone has a son in
Brampton, another a brother in Southall or in Surrey.The
passport is the thread that ties the pind to Canada, the
United States, England, Australia and the Gulf. Haryana
lives much the same way. The northwestern plains have
sent their young across the seas for a century, since the
Ghadar men first sailed to America.

So, the recent statement from New Delhi was heard
with particular unease in this part of the country. On
Passport Seva Divas (June 24), the Ministry of
External Affairs told the nation that a passport is a
travel document and not a document of citizenship. As
a matter of strict law, the ministry was right. The
passport is issued under the Passports Act. Citizenship
is governed by the Citizenship Act of 1955. One law
regulates a document; the other regulates a status. But
the law and the street do not always speak the same
language. What is technically legal is not the common
understanding of how things work. For most Indians,
the passport is the most authoritative thing the
Republic has ever given them. It bears the name of the
country. It carries their face. It is honoured at every
border in the world because foreign governments trust
that India checked before issuing it. The State does not
hand out passports to all and sundry. It issues one only
after it has satisfied itself that the holder belongs. So,
when a citizen is told that the document proves nothing
about belonging, the natural question follows: if the
passport is not proof, then what is?The word itself carries
the older meaning. “Passport” comes from passing
through a port or a gate. It began as a letter from a
sovereign, a safe conduct, the State’s blessing on a
traveller who wished to leave and return. The sovereign
vouched for the bearer because the bearer was his own. A
passport was an authorisation to leave a country with that
country’s blessing. A State does not bless a stranger out
into the world. It blesses oMany Indians knew this in their
bones. India does not allow dual citizenship. To keep an
Indian passport is to refuse every other. Many an Indian
achiever finds that passports of the West are theirs for the
asking, as a recognition of their talent. Some, however,
prefer to keep the Indian one. For them, as for the Punjabi
woman flying out to her grandchild's wedding, the
passport was never merely a travel paper. It was a

statement of who they were.

So, the timing was cruel. Passport Seva Divas marks the
day the Passports Act came into force. It is meant to be a
day of quiet pride. Instead, the spokesman made more
people anxious than proud. He spoke a legal truth and left
a public bruise. Call it the demonetisation effect, applied
to passports. In November 2016, the citizen woke up to
find that the currency notes that were legal last night were
now to be doubted. The notes were still the Republic’s.
The promise was still printed on them. Yet people stood in
queues, unsure whether what they held was good. The
passport statement did the same to belonging. It took a
thing nobody questioned and taught a nation to question

it.But the real machinery is not in the passport office. It is
in the electoral rolls. We have already seen it work. In
West Bengal, the Special Intensive Revision (SIR) struck
off 63 lakh names from the rolls. The new government has
now ordered that the ration cards of deleted voters be
switched off. Strike a name off the voter list and you do
not merely remove a vote. You unplug the citizen from the
State. The deletion is the kill switch of citizenship.

Now, carry that machinery to Punjab. The Assembly
election is due in early 2027. The house-to-house
enumeration for the SIR has begun. The revision works
by matching names across the old rolls and the new, and
flagging what it calls logical discrepancies. Consider
what that means for a Sikh name written in English by one
clerk, in Punjabi by another, and back into English by a
third. Amreek Singh on one roll becomes Amrik Singh on
the next. Jasvinder turns into Jusvinder or Jaswinder.
Gurmeet and Gurmit are the same man. So are Harpreet
and Harprit, Kuldeep and Kuldip. None of this is fraud. It
is the ordinary friction of carrying a Gurmukhi name
through three scripts and four clerks. To a matching
machine, it is a discrepancy. To the citizen, it is a

summons to prove that he is himself.
Imagine then the Punjabi household. The vote goes first.
Then the ration card. Then the passport will not be
renewed, because the police verification leans on the
rolls. The thread to Brampton and California is cut, not by
any court that found the man a foreigner, but by a
misplaced vowel. Why should a proud border state,
which has sent its sons to fight the country’s wars and its
children to build lives across the world, be put through the
wringer of proving its citizenship merely to keep the
passports that hold its families together?
Here the Supreme Court was petitioned, and it has so far
faltered. In Association for Democratic Reforms wv.
Election Commission of India, decided this year, the
Court upheld the SIR of Bihar. Nearly 47 lakh names
had been struck off there. The Court found the exercise
proportionate and lawful. It held that a place on the rolls
raises only a rebuttable presumption of citizenship, and
that asking a citizen to prove himself afresh does not
offend the Constitution.Thus, the Court tacitly drew a
line through the people. On one side stand the voter
citizens, secure in their papers. On the other stand the
non-voter doubtful inhabitants, the man with the
misspelt name, upon whom administrative vengeance
may be wreaked at leisure. Article 14 promises equal
protection of the laws. A court that lets the State quietly
raise two classes of inhabitants, and protect only one,
has not kept that promise. It has failed in its duty as a
sentinel on the qui vive.Fifty years ago, in the ADM
Jabalpur case, the Court held that even the right to life
could be suspended in an Emergency. The judiciary
never lived down that judgment and Justice Chandrachud
the younger was among those who specifically overruled
Justice Chandrachud the elder’s concurrence in the
habeas corpus judgment.The Bihar judgmnt has now
taken away, in ordinary times and with no Emergency
declared, the right to vote, and with it the ration card and
the passport. In the ADM Jabalpur case, the judiciary at
least had the excuse of the Emergency. This judgment has
none.aYet the account is not closed. The challenge to the
SIR in West Bengal is still pending before the Court,
because the judgment has not been delivered. One may
still hope that when the Court turns to Bengal, it will see
what it failed to see in Bihar. A citizen long on the rolls
ought not to be struck off on proof demanded from him,
but only on proof brought against him. That the vote, the
ration card and the passport are not favours to be switched
off by a clerk or an electoral officer; they are the
inalienable rights of an inhabitant of the Republic.So, the
country still keeps a question open. Do we have an
occasionally fallible Supreme Court or one that
repeatedly fails its citizens? When the Bengal judgment
comes, Punjab will be listening.ne of its own.

iy Takht vs govt : Constitutional supremacy must guide stakeholders L

The ultimate test of the Jaagat Jot Sri Guru Granth Sahib Satkar (Amendment) Act will not be the stamp of religious approval but its consistency with the Constitution

THE Akal Takht’s directive to the Punjab
Government to amend the anti-sacrilege law
has brought into sharp focus the complex
interplay between religion and the State in
India. Even as the Akal Takht is the supreme
temporal seat of the Sikhs, there are
constitutional boundaries separating religious
institutions from elected governments. The
Constitution guarantees every religious
denomination the freedom to manage its affairs
under Article 26. These rights, however, coexist
with the principles of secular governance and
the rule of law. Legislative authority rests with
democratically elected legislatures, and

governments are accountable to the

Constitution rather than to any religious body.
The Supreme Court’s landmark ruling in the SR
Bommai case (1994) affirmed that secularism The
intervention by the Akal Takht reflects an unsettling
overreach. In a vibrant democracy, religious bodies, civil
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Education, the other Shinkansen track
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society organisations and citizens are entitled to express
their views on public policy. Governments may consider
such opinions alongside those of other stakeholders.

Little did India imagine that the Shinkansen high-speed
rail network launched in Tokyo in 1964 would one day
carry a million passengers a day. Even farther would have
been the thought that one day the technology could be
used to connect Mumbai and Ahmedabad. Yet today this
signals the beginning of a fresh collaborative journey
between India and Japan, going by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s call for building more high-speed rail
(HSR)routes.

If history remembers the partnership only for the HSR,
both would have settled for far less. For the Shinkansen,
which literally means ‘new trunk line’, is not just about
tracks for trains, but the starting point of new journeys too.
Education is another track on which this journey can take
both nations towards a mutually rewarding destination.
The strategic trust between India and Japan has a legacy
that is not driven just by trade and geopolitics. There is
also a strong undercurrent of their shared social values,
civilisational commons and, more importantly, the
contrarian demographic crossroads that bestow on them a
rare complementarity.ography. Over half of India’s
population today is below the age of 30. Every year, lakhs
of young Indians graduate from universities to seek
meaningful opportunities. On the other hand, Japan’s
ageing population is threatening its might as one of the
world's foremost technological powers. It is the solution
to this demographic conundrum that the coming together
of the two nations through an educational-civilisational
mix can achieve.tion.For this, higher education offers
perhaps the biggest untapped opportunity to blend both
STEM knowledge and non-STEM aspects such as culture
and values. The imbalance between the global mobility of
Indian students westwards, to North America and Europe,
and eastwards, especially to Japan, needs to be addressed.

The deafening silence of the Indian diaspora in business
and higher education that I heard during a recent visit to
Japan convinced me that a clarion call is needed at the
policy level to pivot eastwards. There may be exceptional
outliers in both nations, but India-Japan collaboration in
such strategically complimentary areas needs a futuristic
outlook. While looking forward, we can learn from
traditions too. One way Japanese industries have
demonstrated their global competitiveness is through
kaizen, the idea of continuous improvement, and
monozukuri, the spirit of craftsmanship. Together, they
lead to uncompromising quality standards.

Introducing Japanese standards of safety, precision and
civic discipline to Indians would not be a one-way street.
We can infuse the best of Japanese ways to fuel India’s
progress towards a Viksit Bharat by 2047.India’s
manufacturing ambition can soar with Japanese
participation to build globally competitive industries in
sectors as crucial as semiconductors, electric vehicles,
batteries, renewable energy, machine tools, medical
devices, aerospace and defence.

Civilisational connections between the two have been
forged for over a thousand years through the spread of
ideas linked to Hinduism and Buddhism. Today, yoga,

~ I However, constitutional legitimacy requires that

- legislative decisions should emerge through
¢ democratic deliberation, public consultation and
& judicially reviewable processes — not through
religious directives.While the State is duty-bound
to preserve public order and prevent communal
tensions, criminal provisions must satisfy the
constitutional tests of equality, reasonableness and
protection of free speech. Any law that is vague or
selectively enforced cannot withstand scrutiny.
There is a need for carefully drafted legislation that
| punishes deliberate acts of incitement without
stifling legitimate debate, scholarship or artistic
expression. The ultimate test of the Jaagat Jot Sri
. Guru Granth Sahib Satkar (Amendment) Act will
not be the stamp of religious approval but its
consistency with the Constitution, which remains
the supreme law of the land and the common framework
governing a diverse societyis part of the Constitution’s
basic structure.

warfare, technology and organisational change

ayurveda, Indian classical arts, cuisine and cinema attract
huge audiences in Japan. Equally popular among Indians
is Japanese anime, manga, martial arts, architecture,
cuisine and design. The three-day bilateral summit
between Prime Minister Modi and his Japanese
counterpart Sanae Takaichi starting today solidifies the
Modi-Shinzo Abe friendship that brought the two
democracies coser for engaging in stronger
collaborations.The relationship can be further cemented
through catalysing agents such as higher education
institutions and industry partners. Universities are
comprehensive canopies for students, artists,
entrepreneurs, researchers, innovators and cultural
ambassadors. Corporate houses can also be bilateral
evangelists capable of accelerating educational-cultural
ties. It would require a tripartite coalition of government
agencies, universities and companies in India and Japan to
uncork the synergies. Increasing two-way student
mobility between Indian and Japanese universities,
regular staging of cultural festivals, youth policy and
social leadership programmes, language learning
initiatives, heritage conservation projects, industry-
academia collaborations, endowed schemes for cross-
border employability and innovation can effectively
strengthen people-to-people bonds.

Given the excellent diplomatic ties but widening trade and
social deficits, stronger multidimensional connections
can improve regional stability and global economic
resilience at a fraught geopolitical momenIndia and Japan
can today think of ‘bullet trains’ to promote collaborative
learning, innovations and investment in people. The
challenge is to convert goodwill into a comprehensive
partnership that transforms education, research,
manufacturing, innovation, culture, trade and human
capital. While India strives to be a developed nation,
Japan, the first Asian nation to earn the tag, can offer deep
learning. t.




New Delhi, Saturday , 4 July 2026

STATE

The Sikh Times 7

NFR Completes Redevelopment Works at Majbat
Railway Station under Amrit Bharat Station Scheme

The Sikh Times

Maligaon, 3rd July: Northeast
Frontier Railway (NFR) is transform-
ing Majbat railway station under the
Amrit Bharat Station Scheme
(ABSS), at a project cost over 12Cr,
reaffirming its commitment towards
providing up-class passenger ameni-
ties and modern railway infrastruc-
ture across the region. Majbat is
among the 92 stations identified for
redevelopment under ABSS in the
NFR zone, of which 60 stations are
located across the Northeast, includ-
ing 50 in Assam. The station comes
under the Rangiya division of NFR
and shares an important place for
the Udalguri district of Assam. The
station redevelopment project has
been undertaken with a focus on
improving passenger convenience,
accessibility and the overall travel
experience while preserving the sta-
tion’s regional identity. The redevel-
opment of Majbat station has
brought about a comprehensive
transformation of the station infra-
structure with the successful com-
pletion of major civil, electrical and
signalling works under the Amrit
Bharat Station Scheme. The station

I short news I Women in Haryana more financially independent,

now presents a modern and aesthet-
ically enhanced appearance with an

upgraded facade, spacious entry
porch, improved waiting hall, land-
scaped surroundings, widened circu-

lating area, new toilet blocks,
improved approach roads & drains
systems, platform shelters and other

Tripura to expand mango

cultivation to scale up

production for export
Agartala. (Agency)

To boost the livelihoods of mango growers
and enhance their economic condition in
Tripura, the Agriculture and Farmers
Welfare Department has decided to expand
mango cultivation by an additional 180

yet 1 in 7 wives still faces domestic violence

The definition of farmer in the Maharashtra Women Farmers Empowerment Bill, 2026, says that any

passenger-centric infrastructure. To
cater to the growing passenger

demand, Platform No. 1 has been
extended to accommodate full
length trains, while tactile paving,
Divyang-friendly drinking water
booths and two lifts have also been
provided to ensure safe and easy

access for all passengers. The rede-
velopment has also strengthened
passenger convenience through
upgraded electrical infrastructure,
including modern lighting, air-condi-
tioned waiting facilities, mobile
charging points, improved platform
wiring and illuminated approach
roads. In addition, the commission-
ing of the Coach Guidance Board
(CGB) and Train Indication Board
(TIB) has further enhanced passen-
ger information and operational effi-
ciency, making Majbat station better
equipped to serve the travelling pas-
senger. The redevelopment of
Majbat station reflects Northeast
Frontier Railway’s continued com-
mitment to enhancing passenger
amenities through modern, safe and
inclusive infrastructure. Once fully
operational under the Amrit Bharat
Station Scheme, the upgraded sta-
tion will provide improved comfort,
seamless accessibility for
Divyangjan passengers and better
operational efficiency, contributing
significantly to the socio-economic
development of the region while
strengthening rail connectivity
across Assam and the Northeast.

Historic leap by Uttar Pradesh under CM

Yogi's leadership in PM Surya Ghar Yojana
Contd........ Front page

This success of Uttar Pradesh is the result of the collective efforts of
aware consumers, solar vendors, UPNEDA, banking institutions,
DISCOMs, and all stakeholders. The state's rapid progress in the resi-
dential rooftop solar sector is not only promoting clean energy and ener-
gy selfreliance but is also making Uttar Pradesh the new leader of
India's residential rooftop solar revolution. After becoming the coun-
try's number one state in monthly installations, Uttar Pradesh is now
aiming to become India's number one state in terms of total residential
rooftop solar installations as well.

Woman found dead in Delhi,
murder angle being probed

New Delhi: A young married woman was found dead under suspicious
circumstances at her residence in Phase III of Madanpur Khadar under
the Sarita Vihar police station limits in south-east Delhi, officials said on
Friday. According to the police, a PCR call reported the suspected hang-
ing death of the woman, wife of Ankit, at the house in the locality. On
receiving the information, local police reached the spot and secured the
scene. Investigators said the woman had been married for about a year
and was living with her husband, Ankit, at the same residence where the
incident took place. Police officials said preliminary inquiries and the con-
dition of the scene have raised certain aspects that require closer exami-
nation. Crime team and Forensic Science Laboratory (FSL) experts
inspected the premises and collected evidence for scientific analysis.
Sources said investigators are not ruling out any angle, including homi-
cide, and are awaiting forensic reports and the post-mortem examination
before reaching any conclusion. The couple, according to police sources,
belonged to different religions and had a love marriage. Investigators are
also probing reports of frequent disputes between them. “There were reg-
ular arguments between the husband and wife. We are questioning the
husband and trying to piece together the sequence of events leading up to
the woman’s death,” a police officer said.

Security forces recover
arms, arrest militants,
destroy bunkers in Manipur

Imphal. (Agency)

woman resident of Maharashira engaged in agriculture, irrespective of the nature of the land.

Security forces and Manipur Police carried
out a series of coordinated operations across

Chandigarh. (Agency)

- While Haryana women are witnessing
greater financial independence, increased
participation in household decision-

violence during pregnancy has increased
from 1.6 per cent in the last survey to 2.6
per cent, while the proportion of young
women aged 18-29 who experienced

participating in household decisions has
increased from 87.5 per cent in NHFS-5 to
01.1 per cent in NHFS-6, suggesting a
stronger voice within families. Financial

the state, recovering a large cache of arms,
ammunition and explosives, arresting two
active militant cadres, apprchending a
burglary suspect, and destroying four bunkers
in separate operations, Manipur Police said on

hectares of land in the Dhalai district,
considering its export potential.

The Agriculture and Farmers® Welfare
Minister, Ratan Lal Nath, after inaugurating
the Monsoon Mango Festival at
Narikelkunja last evening, said that mango
imports from other states have reduced
substantially over the past few years, and
Tripura has become self-sufficient in mango
cultivation,

"The mango varieties found in Tripura are
truly remarkable — not only Indian varieties,
but also a wide variety of American,
European, and Asian varieties of mangoes
are cultivated on a large scale in Tripura
now. The state government intends to
promote the Mango Festival further to the
global stage,” Nath stated.

To further support mango growers, the
government has been providing financial
assistance to rejuvenate old orchards. The
drip irrigation for mango growers was
introduced, and plans to set up cold storage
facilities to benefit farmers and double their
income were made, said the minister.

He advised the farmers to focus on mangoes,
pineapples, ginger, bird’s eye chilli, and
bananas and be sure not to leave land vacant
and added, “We have diverse varietics of
mango; soil and climate conditions are so
favourable, it can easily be scaled up
multiple times.” Nath pointed out that as
soon as the BJP-led government came to
power in 2018, agriculture and horticulture
became the focal points of the
administration, and extensive projects and
subsequent support have been extended to
the farmers, which has now positioned
Tripura on the global map.

Warkari Tradition and Sanatan
Dharma Guide Humanity: Dr.
Abhay Tilak Sudhir Gadgil
Honoured with Dr. Shripal
Sabnis Culture Service Award

Pune.(Agency)

The Warkari tradition and Sanatan Dharma
both serve as guiding forces for humanity by
promoting love, harmony, and universal
values, said renowned Sant literature scholar
Dr. Abhay Tilak.

He was delivering the inaugural speech at the
Dr. Shripal Sabnis Memorial Lecture Series
organised by Manohari Maitra Sangh in
Pune. Speaking on the theme “Warkari
Tradition and Sanatan Dharma, Dr. Tilak
explained that while the Warkari and Sanatan
traditions are not identical, they share
common philosophical roots.

He described Sanatan Dharma as a timeless
principle based on the Vedas, while the
Warkari tradition represents its practical,
inclusive, and accessible expression.
Although the Warkari movement accepts the
authority of the Vedas, it rejects social
discrimination and promotes equality and
devotion. Sant literature scholar H.B.P.
Prashant Maharaj More said Sanatan Dharma
1s eternal, without a beginning or end, and has
no single founder. He noted that the Warkari
tradition, rooted in the Bhagavata tradition
and Vedantic philosophy, upholds values
such as truth, non-violence, compassion,
forgiveness, peace, charity, and universal
brotherhood. He added that both traditions
encourage selfless service and moral living

for tha nraorace nfenriaty

making, and improved digital access, a
sobering reality also holds true— one in
seven married women still faces
domestic violence, according to the
latest National Family Health Survey
(NFHS-6, 2023-24). According to the
survey, the prevalence of spousal
violence among ever-married women
aged 18-49 in Haryana has declined
from 17.9 per cent in NFHS-5 (2019-
21) to 13.6 per cent in NFHS-6,
indicating progress but also
highlighting that domestic violence
remains a significant concern. Of this, 16.1
per cent of women experienced such kind
of violence in the urban belt while 12.1 per

cent witnessed in the rural belt. Physical The share of married women in Haryana

|

sexual violence before the age of 18 has
reduced from 0.4 per cent to 0.1 per cent in

the state.
Financial independence improves

independence has also improved, with
women receiving cash payment for
work rising from 18.8 per cent to 25.1
per cent.

The proportion of women operating their
own bank accounts in the state has
jumped from 73.6 per cent to 85.2 per
cent, while mobile phone ownership
has increased sharply from 50.4 per
cent to 64.9 per cent, enabling greater
access to information, services and
opportunities. The use of hygienic

menstrual protection methods among

young women has also inched up from

93.5 per cent to 94.3 per cent, reflecting

continued improvements in awareness and

access.

No-pocket gowns, loo break checks: How Ayodhya
Ram temple is guarding cash

Ayodhya. (Agency)

Uniforms, repeated frisking, and
monitored breaks for counting
agents: Several security
measures have been introduced
at the °‘Pilgrim Facilitation
Centre (PFC)’ inside the Ram
Temple in Ayodhya after
allegations of theft and
embezzlement of donated
funds and valuables blew up
lastmonth.

Located 200 metres from the
main temple, the PFC holds a
counting room in the basement
where collections from the 35-
odd donation boxes from
across the shrine premises are
brought and counted. Counting
is done in two shifts — roughly

the

Interstate mule account syndicate busted in
Delhi; 4 arrested in Paharganj raid

8amto 2 pm, and 2 pmto 8 pm
— by about 20 tellers each.
Eight men — Avinash Shukla,
Lavkush Mishra,
Anukalp Mishra,
Manish Kumar Yadav,
Karunesh Pandey,
Ramashankar Mishra,
Ram Shankar Yadav |~
alias Tinnu Yadav, and
Subhash Srivastav — ‘
have been arrested so #E
far. Tinnu used to work
as a driver for Champat
Rai, general secretary of
Ram Janmbhoomi
Teerth Kshetra Trust.
Srivastav,
employee, was in charge of the
donation counting shifts while

Shri

a retired bank

the other six were involved in
counting work. The most
visible change is the new
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protocol for counting agents.
They now have uniforms: a
sky-blue, pocketless gown
with a chain around the neck to
be worn only inside the

counting area. A dedicated
changing room has been set up,
where agents can change
before entry and
before heading home.
An official, on
condition of
anonymity, said
counting agents from
both shifts have to
undergo frisking and
security checks and
then change into the
uniform. Before
entering the counting
room, they undergo
another security check. The
same protocol applies if an
agent needs to take a
washroom break during duty.

Friday.

In Bishnupur district, security forces
recovered an M-16 rifle with a magazine, a
9mm pistol with a magazine, three single-
barrel guns, one pompi, five pompi bombs,
four No. 36 HE hand grenades, 32 live rounds
of ammunition, three INSAS magazines and
other miscellaneous items from the foothills
of Kumbi Setupur near Kumbi Sagolpat under
Kumbi Police Station.

In Chandel district, another operation at the
general area of Chaljang village in Joupi under
Molcham Police Station led to the recovery of
one AK-56 assault rifle, five magazines, 10
single-bore rifles, five Baofeng radio sets with
chargers and two 12-gauge shotguns.
Meanwhile, Manipur Police recovered two
.32 pistols, one 12-bore pump-action gun, one
double-barrel gun, one single-barrel gun, five
hand grenades, three grenade detonators, one
Lathode shell, two 2-inch mortar HE bombs,
five tube launchers, two pistol magazines, 86
live rounds of ammunition, 20 barrel
cartridges, nine empty 7.62 mm cartridge
cases and military fatigues, including jackets
and boots, from Wakha Ching under Porompat
Police Station in Imphal East district,

In separate operations on July 1, security
forces arrested an active cadre of PREPAK
from Nagamapal Kangjabi Leirak in Imphal
West district and an active cadre of RPF/PLA
from Sanjenbam Khullen under Lamlai Police
Station in Imphal East district.

Manipur Police also arrested a suspect in
connection with a house-breaking and theft
case involving 15 bags of rice from the
Keishamthong High School godown. The
accused was apprehended in the Keishampat
area, and police said investigations are
underway to ascertain his involvement in
other burglary cases and to recover the stolen
property.

In the Ukhrul district, security forces
destroyed two bunkers each at Thoyee
village/Mahadev Top and Jalenbung village
under Litan Police Station as part of ongoing
counter-insurgency operations yesterday.

NAME CHANGE
| Abhijeet Bhatt s/o Yogeshwar R
Bhatt R/o J154 Reserve Bank
Enclave,Paschim Vihar, New
Delhi.110063 have changed my
name to Abhijeet Y Bhatt for all

New Delhi: Delhi Police
has busted an inter-state
cybercrime infrastructure
syndicate allegedly supply-
ing shell bank accounts,
banking kits and POS ter-
minals to fraudsters across
the country, arresting four
operatives from Paharganj
area, officials said on
Monday. The accused were
identified as Sanjay, 30, and
Kuldeep Goley, 32, both
residents Delhi, Nirdosh
Bidlan, 24, from Haryana’s
Sonipat; and Deepak
Bishnoi, 20, from
Rajasthan’s Hanumangarh.
According to police, the
syndicate played a key role

T in facilitating online frauds
by arranging “mule
accounts”—bank accounts
opened in the names of
shell firms or recruited indi-
viduals—which were later
used to route and layer
money generated through
cybercrimes such as fake
investment schemes, job
frauds and “digital arrest”
scams. The police raided a
hotel in Paharganj and
apprehended the four

accused while they were
allegedly preparing bank-
ing infrastructure for fur-
ther deployment, a senior
police officer said. An FIR
under relevant sections of
the BNS has been regis-
tered and an investigation
launched. During interro-
gation, it was revealed that
the racket operated
through a structured net-
work of outstation suppli-
ers, local coordinators and
end-users. The outstation
operatives allegedly created
shell partnership firms
using forged rent agree-
ments and opened commer-
cial current accounts in
their names. These bank-
ing Kits, including cheque

books, passbooks and debit
cards, were then transport-
ed to Delhi where local han-
dlers managed logistics and
facilitated deployment of
POS terminals and mer-
chant UPI QR codes to dis-
guise illicit proceeds as
legitimate business transac-

tions, they said.
Investigators said the
account holders were

allegedly paid around eight
per cent commission, while
intermediaries earned an
additional two to four per
cent. During the raid,
police recovered an active
bank POS terminal, a mer-
chant UPI QR code scan-
ner, five cheque books and
passbooks linked to com-

mercial current accounts,
six debit cards, three origi-
nal partnership deeds, cor-
porate stamps, PAN cards,
a commercial rent agree-
ment and four mobile
phones containing bank-
ing-related records.
Technical analysis showed
the seized bank accounts
were linked to multiple
cyber fraud complaints reg-
istered on the National
Cyber Crime Reporting
Portal (NCRP), including

cases reported from
Karnataka and
Mabharashtra. Several

accounts were also found
flagged in at least five sepa-
rate fraud complaints,
police said.

Two Nigerians arrested for evading court proceedings

New Delhi: The Delhi Police have arrested two Nigerian nationals for allegedly
evading court proceedings in criminal cases. One of the accused had been declared a
proclaimed offender in a commercial quantity heroin case, officials said on Monday.
According to police, the arrests were made during a verification drive launched to
trace habitual narcotics offenders released on bail but failing to appear before the
courts. Somadina Hilary Augustin of Anambra State in Nigeria, one of the accused,
had been booked under the provisions of the NDPS Act, IPC and the Foreigners Act
at the Vikaspuri police station. The police said the case involved the seizure of a com-
mercial quantity of heroin. He had been declared a proclaimed offender by a Delhi
court on April 6, after he allegedly failed to appear during trial.

NAME CHANGE
I, SHAREEFABI wife of No.-
15438483M, Rank-SEP, Name-
MOHAMMED SAHEER BM resid-
ing at BASHEER MANZIL, AMINI
ISLAND, LAKSHADWEEP-
682552, have changed my name
from SHAREEFABI to SHA-
REEFABI T K for all future purpos-
es vide Affidavit dated 03/07/2026
before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, AMAR SINGH S/O BABU LAL R/O
H NO.215, VILLAGE KHANPUR,
PUSHPA BHAWAN, SOUTH DELHI,
DELHI-110062, | have changed my
name from BITTU to AMAR SINGH
for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE

I, hitherto known as ROOPWATI
W/O MAHA SINGH KANWAR R/O
C-85, BLOCK-C, NETAJI NAGAR,
SOUTH WEST DELHI, DELHI-
110023 have changed my name
and shall hereafter be known as
ROOP WATI BAL. It is certified that
| have complied with other legal
requirements in this connection.

NAME AND DATE OF
BIRTH CHANGE
I, MANENDRA KUMAR S/o CHAN-
DRIKA PRASAD R/o VILL-
ATHARAHA, PO-GAUNARIA,
DIST-KUSHINAGAR, UTTAR
PRADESH-274301, have changed
my daughters’ name from ADITEE
to ADITEE SINGHANIYA from all
future purposes, my daughters’
correct date of birth is 18-11-2012.

future purpose

NAME CHANGE
| Lakshya Narang, s/o: Harsh Narang,
R/O: N- 257 F F Mayfild Garden, sec-
tor-51,  Isiampur(97),  Gurgaon
Haryana-122018 , have changed my
name to Lakshay Narang

NAME CHANGE
|, Bal Kishan S/O Mohan Chand
Upadhyay R/O K-31/9, Mohan
Park Model Town-3 Dr. Mukerjee
Nagar S.O, DIST North West Delhi,
Delhi 110009 |, Have Changed my
Name To Balkishan Upadhyay

NAME CHANGE

1, SADIA KHAN W/O MOHD MUDAS-
SIR residing at 861 3RD FLOOR,
GALI FARASH WALI HAVELI AZAM
KHAN, BAZAR CHITLI QABAR,
JAMA MASJID, DELHI-110006 have
changed my name to SADIYA KHAN
for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that I,
ALOK KUMAR S/O RAMANAND
SINGH R/O PLOT N-523,524, KH
NO.43/8, ANAJ MANDI. INDRA
MARKET, NAJAFGARH, PO-
NAJAFGARH, DIST-SOUTH WEST
DELHI, DELHI-110043, declare that
name of mine and my wife have been
wrongly written as ALOK and SARITA
in my minor daughter's namely
SNEHA aged 16 years in her School
Record. The actual name of mine
and my wife are ALOK KUMAR and
SARITA DEVI respectively which may
be amended accordingly. It is certified
that | have complied with other legal
requirements in this connection.
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dead, roads damaged, power snapped

New Delhi.(Agency)

Incessant rain triggered flash floods and
landslides in many parts of Himachal
Pradesh, resulting in at least nine deaths
and extensive damage to roads, public
infrastructure and other properties, as
the southwest monsoon covered the
northern state.

The monsoon-related fatalities included
one death each in Chamba, Kullu and
Mandi districts, three in Kangra district
and two in Shimla district. Besides
these, two rain-related road accidents
were reported from Kangra and Lahaul
and Spiti districts.As per the latest
estimate, the total losses amount to Rs
69.65 lakh.

The continuous rain triggered multiple
incidents of landslides, flash floods and
other rain-related hazards, resulting in

more than 50 roads being blocked, over
180 electricity transformers becoming
non-functional and 27 drinking water
supply schemes being disrupted across
the state, according to an official
bulletin. Transportation was worst
affected in Kullu district, with at least 18
roads damaged. Three stretches of NH-
13 near Potin and Hoj were also blocked
by landslides, leaving several people
stranded.

In Keyi Panyor district, five people,
including a 13-year-old boy, went
missing after a landslide, which also
injured 17 others and damaged at least
18 residential units, according to
officials. Search and rescue operations
are currently underway and those
critically injured have been shifted to
hospitals.In the same district, an under-

construction retaining wall collapsed
due to the heavy downpour, leading to
waterlogging in low-lying residential

areas in and around the colony. At least |

18 residential units were damaged in £

the incident.
According to senior police officers, six

districts such as Keyi Panyor, Kra -
Kurung Kumey, Lower £

Daadi,
Subansiri, Kamle and Upper Subansiri
have been cut off due to monsoon-
related disruptions triggered by heavy
rain.Major landslides were reported
along the Kimin-Ziro route, while
damage assessment is underway. The
Border Roads Organisation (BRO) has
intensified restoration work and
connectivity through the Kimin route is
expected to be restored by Thursday
afternoon, Mehta said.

S " S
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The National Disaster Response Force
(NDRF) has been deployed and rescue
efforts are underway along with the
State Disaster Response Force (SDRF),
police and other agencies. All available
reserve personnel and vehicles within
the Yazali jurisdiction have been
mobilised and ex-servicemen have also
been called in to support emergency
operations.As a precautionary measure,

as Himachal battles monsoon fury

the North Eastern Electric Power
Corporation (Neepco) has begun
releasing water from the reservoir of
the Panyor Lower Hydropower
Project. Power generation at the project
has been temporarily suspended.
Meanwhile, weather officials said the
southwest monsoon has now covered
the entire state of Himachal Pradesh
and is expected to remain active over
the coming weeks, with intermittent
spells of heavy rain likely across several
districts.

The India Meteorological Department

(IMD) further stated that the monsoon is
expected to remain active over the state
for nearly the next 45 days, although
rain activity may witness a brief
weakening on July 4 before intensifying
again thereafter.

Delhi orders CAG audit of private
power discoms over Rs 38,500 crore

in unrecovered regulatory assets

New Delhi.(Agency)
The Delhi government has ordered a CAG audit of the
capital’s three private power distribution companies to
examine how regulatory assets worth nearly Rs 38,500
crore accumulated over the years without being
recovered from consumers.

The power department on Wednesday directed the CAG
to conduct a “strict and intensive” audit into the
circumstances under which BSES Rajdhani Power Ltd
(BRPL), BSES Yamuna Power Ltd (BYPL) and Tata
Power Delhi Distribution Ltd (TPDDL) continued to

carry the

mounting
regulatory assets
on their books.

| According to the

order, all

concerned

authorities,

including the
distribution firms, have been asked to extend full
cooperation and provide all records, information and
assistance required by the CAG and its authorised
officers for the audit.

The audit must be completed, preferably within three
months of the order date, although the CAG may
extend the timeline depending on the scope and
complexity of the exercise.

Calling it a victory for electricity consumers and honest
taxpayers, Delhi Power Minister Ashish Sood alleged
that after the privatisation of the city’s power sector,
several financial decisions, special arrangements and
rising liabilities escaped public scrutiny.

He also targetted the previous AAP government,
accusing it of protecting the system instead of
examining it. “What they failed to do in 10 years, our
government has initiated within a few months,” he
said.

Sood said people have a right to know how regulatory
assets kept increasing and who benefited while the
financial burden continued for consumers.

Monsoon hits Delhi five days
late

r'l'” i |.|.|.|!=' ||||. t E

New Delhi.(Agency)

After days of heat wave and humidity, monsoon finally
arrived in the national capital on Thursday, five days
after its normal onset date. Parts of Delhi received
rainfall in the morning and witnessed cloudy skies,
while temperatures dropped.Experts said the capital
will experience monsoon-like rains by July 5 after the
seasonal trough moves northwards again, resulting in
another spell of rain over Delhi and other parts of
northwest India.

The weather office has issued a yellow alert for Friday,
predicting a generally cloudy sky with moderate rain,
while the minimum and maximum temperatures are
expected to hover at 22 and 32 degrees Celsius,
respectively. This also marked the first July onset of
monsoon in Delhi since 2021, when rains arrived in the
capital on July 13.

The India Meteorological Department (IMD) declared
the onset of monsoon over the region after favourable
atmospheric conditions developed.

According to the IMD, Delhi’s base weather monitoring
station in Safdarjung recorded a maximum temperature
of 33 degrees Celsius on Thursday, 4.4 degrees below
normal. The minimum temperature was recorded at
22.8 degrees Celsius, 5.1 degrees below normal. The
capital also recorded its lowest minimum temperature
since July 21, 2021, when it stood at 22.4 degrees
Celsius at the base station.

Palam recorded a maximum temperature of 33 degrees
Celsius, 4.8 degrees below normal, and a minimum of
21.2 degrees Celsius, 6.6 degrees below normal.Lodi
Road recorded a maximum temperature of 33 degrees
Celsius, 3 degrees below normal, and a minimum
temperature of 23.6 degrees Celsius, 3.4 degrees below
normal.The Ridge station recorded a maximum
temperature of 33.8 degrees Celsius, 2.9 degrees below
normal, while the minimum settled at 21 degrees
Celsius, 4.5 degrees below normal. Ayanagar recorded
a maximum temperature of 32.4 degrees Celsius, 5.7
degrees below normal, and a minimum of 22.6 degrees
Celsius, 4.2 degrees below normal.

Dhruv Rathee's video on Ram, Sita: Court
sets 15-day deadline to decide on removal

New Delhi.(Agency)

The Delhi High Court on Friday
directed the government's Grievance
Appellate Committee (GAC) to
decide within 15 days on an appeal
seeking the removal of a
YouTube video uploaded by
Dhruv Rathee, where he
claimed Hindu deities Lord
Ram, Sita and Lord Krishna
consumed meat and alcohol.

The GAC under the Ministry of
Electronics and Information
Technology (MeitY) allows
appeals against decisions made
by digital platforms on
complaints related to online
content or accounts, including cases
where a platform rejects a request,
fails to respond or issues a decision
that the user is dissatisfied with.

The court also warned that any non-
compliance with its order would be
viewed seriously.During the hearing,

Additional Solicitor General (ASG)
Chetan Sharma, appearing for the
centre, argued that YouTube ought to
have exercised due diligence and
immediately removed the allegedly

"objectionable and hate-inciting
content".Rathee, a popular YouTuber
with 32.4 million subscribers on the
video platform, had argued in a video
titled 'Can Hindus Eat Beef? | Kerala
Story 2 Exposed' that Lord Ram, Sita,
and Lord Krishna consumed meat

N

and alcohol.

ASG Sharma told the court that the
content uploaded by Rathee was
"harmful and divisive". He argued
that Google should either state before
the court that it would comply and
remove the video or the court
could proceed on the basis of
observations made by the division
bench.

He further argued that Google's
counsel should undertake to
remove the content and ensure
that material which allegedly
creates social discord and hurts
the sentiments of the majority
community is not allowed on the
platform.

Google's counsel informed the High
Court that the company had already
submitted its response to petitioner
advocate Amita Sachdeva and that an
appeal had been filed before the
GAC.

Stubborn as mountain, Ghazipur keeps
waiting to kiss the ground

New Delhi.(Agency)
As the capital continues to face a

structural challenge in terms of its [

waste management capabilities !
despite huge plans of infrastructure ¥
expansion, a ground check by TMS |

exposes the status of one of the three &

landfills in the city and the
conditions of the people living
around the site.

A 12-year-old Shajia walks barefoot in
front of her house near the Ghazipur
landfill with an ever-radiant smile on
her face. She aims to be a
mathematics teacher when she grows
up, but her parents give her a reality
check thatitis a far-fetched dream.

The physical health of most children in
the area shows signs of weakness.
Her uncle said that like Shajia, many
children in this locality have been
physically weak since childhood;

many also suffer from breathing
problems.Years of biomining and
repeated promises to reclaim the
garbage mountain continue, and so do

foul odour, dust and respiratory
discomfort in the lives of residents
around the Ghazipur landfill. For the
residents, the foul smell has become a
usual phenomenon. It doesn’t bother
them, but when an outsider steps into
the locality, the smell compels them
to put on a mask.

Even as authorities push ahead with

remediation, the landfill still holds
around 67 lakh metric tonnes (LMT)
of legacy waste, making it the city’s
biggest unfinished waste challenge
and a stark reminder that the
capital’s garbage crisis continues to
be a public health concern for
communities living in its
shadow.The Ghazipur landfill is one
among the three legacy waste sites
that the Municipal Corporation of
Delhi (MCD) has been attempting to
flatten through biomining. Even as
the civic body continues to make
progress at all three landfill sites,
official figures show that millions of
tonnes of legacy waste still remain to
be processed before Delhi can finally
get rid of its garbage mountains.
Unlike Bhalswa and Okhla, which are
expected to be flattened this year,
Ghazipur needs an additional.

Sethacks should not bhe

feared or viewed as
defeats: Delhi L-G

New Delhi.(Agency)

Lieutenant-Governor Taranjit Singh Sandhu on
Thursday hosted a group of students from Oman
at Lok Niwas in Delhi. The students had
emerged as winners of the Sastra Pratibha
contest organised by Vijnana Bharati at IIT
Gandhinagar.

The interaction focused on the students’ scientific
curiosity, spirit of inquiry and eagerness to learn.
He emphasised that nurturing a robust scientific
temper and analytical thinking among young
minds is vital for building a foundation for
research, innovation and a future-ready society.

Interacting with the young minds, the L-G advised
the students to choose a career path that is true to
their inner calling. He urged the students to
pursue whatever brings them genuine happiness
rather than bending to external societal
expectations, emphasising that their primary
focus should be to achieve absolute excellence in
whatever path they choose.

Highlighting the changing global landscape, the
Lieutenant-Governor said academic knowledge
must be matched with practical adaptability. He
stressed the need to constantly acquire new and
relevant skills to navigate a rapidly evolving
world effectively.

Calling for resilience among the young
innovators, the Lieutenant-Governor said
setbacks should not be feared or viewed as
defeats. Instead, they should be embraced as
essential learning experiences that ultimately
make an individual tougher, wiser and stronger.

He commended the efforts of Vijnana Bharati in
inspiring the next generation of innovators and
connecting them with India’s rich scientific
heritage. He concluded the interaction by
extending his best wishes to all the winners for
their future academic journeys and scientific
pursuits.

Pursue whatever brings genuine happiness:
Sandhu

Interacting with the young minds, the Lieutenant-
Governor advised the students to choose a career
path that is true to their inner calling. He urged
the students to pursue whatever brings them
genuine happiness rather than bending to
external societal expectations, emphasising that
their primary focus should be to achieve
absolute excellence in whatever path they
choose. Highlighting the changing global
landscape, the L-G said academic knowledge
must be matched with practical adaptability.

SC says Meghalaya honeymoon murder accused Sonam
Raghuvanshi will reman on bail as she's already out

The Supreme Court said that allegations against Sonam Raghuvanshi were "quite serious" and agreed to examine the Meghalaya Police's challenge to the bail

order in detail on Thursday. However, after being informed that Sonam had already been released, the bench said it did not wish to interfere at this stage.

New Delhi.(Agency)

Meghalaya honeymoon murder accused
Sonam Raghuvanshi will remain out on
bail for now after the Supreme Court on
Tuesday declined to interfere with the
bail granted to her by the High Court,
even as it issued notice on the
Meghalaya Police's plea seeking
cancellation of her bail.

Sonam, a resident of Indore in Madhya
Pradesh, was arrested in June last year in
connection with the murder of her
businessman husband, Raja
Raghuvanshi. Police have alleged that
she conspired with hired assailants to
kill him for financial gains.

The couple had gone missing while
vacationing in Meghalaya’s Sohra area
on May 23 last year. Raja’s body was
later found in a deep gorge on June 2,
2025.

The top court said the allegations against
Sonam were "quite serious" and agreed
to examine the Meghalaya Police's

challenge to the bail order in
detail on Thursday. However,
after being informed that
Sonam had already been
released, the bench said it did
not wish to interfere at this
stage.

"If she is released already, we ™/

would not want to interfere,"
the bench observed. Earlier _
during the hearing, the court
had indicated that it was
inclined to stay the bail order
before learning that Sonam had
already been released.

Appearing for the Meghalaya Police,
Solicitor General Tushar Mehta ) )
submitted that Sonam's earlier bail Counselappearing for Sonam sought time

applications had been rejected and

to respond to the police's plea.

argued that the case did not involve a During the hearing, Sonam's lawyer
failure to communicate the grounds of

argued that she had not even been
provided legal representation
when she was arrested and
produced for transit remand. The
counsel contended that she had
not been informed of the grounds
of her arrest and had only been
served with a blank proforma.

The bench, however, questioned
why the issue had not been raised
earlier.

"The question comes that when
you didn't raise this issue earlier,
can you be allowed to raise it at
this stage?" the court asked.

arrest. According to him, the issue Tpe court also asked whether, even if bail

section.

related only to a clerical error in one

had been granted on such a technical
ground, the law would prevent the
authorities from arresting her again.
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Riyad Mahrez's final World Cup campaign
cut short as clinical Switzerland reach R16

NEWS BOX

India series win boosts
Ireland's status in international
cricket; 0'Donnell

New Delhi,. (Agency)
Cricket Ireland president Bryan O'Donnell
believes Ireland's historic T20I series victory
over India has transformed the team's standing
in world cricket, saying the breakthrough will
make the side a more attractive opponent for
leading nations and pave the way for bigger
international opportunities.
Ireland stunned reigning T20 world champions
India 2-0 in Belfast to register their first-ever
bilateral series victory over India in any format.
O'Donnell believes the landmark triumph will
have an immediate impact on Irish cricket, both
on and off the field."It is going to be fairly
instantaneous because it is a huge lift for our
players and on that basis, they will probably
become available in other areas of the game,"
O'Donnell was quoted as saying by PTIL.
"It has a huge impact because it elevates the
players. It lifts the potential performance of
Irish cricket hugely," he added.According to
O'Donnell, the biggest gain from defeating a
powerhouse like India will be the shift in how
Ireland are perceived internationally.
"I think we would be more acceptable as
opposition than we may have been heretofore.
Itisamoving elevation.
"It is showing a return on the level of input that
Cricket Ireland are willing to put into the game
in this country with the help of the ICC. At
present, a large investment is going on into the
infrastructure surrounding Irish cricket," he
said.
O'Donnell also expects Ireland's participation
in the upcoming European T20 Premier League
to accelerate the team's growth while providing
players with valuable financial opportunities.
"Absolutely. Providing the opposition is of a
certain level, it has to be beneficial. It is also
opening potential for other income streams for
the players at the higher end of the game," he
said.
He believes Irish players stand to gain
significantly from the presence of cricket greats
Steve Waugh, Rahul Dravid and R Ashwin,
who will be involved with the tournament.
"They will learn from observation. They will
learn from meeting these legends and picking
their brains and possibly pick up tips for the
benefit of our players."They are very anxious to
move with the game and bring Irish cricket up
to speed. If that carries through to players
across the system, then I think we're on the right
path," he said.
Indian-born fast bowler Jai Moondra emerged
as the star of Ireland's series win over Shreyas
Iyer's side, and O'Donnell reiterated that
Cricket Ireland remains open to players who
qualify through residency or ancestry.
"We're open to all talent, provided they qualify
either through living in Ireland or through
grandparents or other family connections.
We're an open book.

World Cup: Ronaldo
consoles Modric as
Portugal knock Croatia
out in late VAR drama

New York. (Agency)
Cristiano Ronaldo embraced a tearful Luka
Modric after Portugal ended Croatia's FIFA
World Cup campaign with a dramatic 2-1
victory in the Round of 32 on Thursday.
Moments after a lengthy VAR review denied
Croatia a stoppage-time equaliser, Ronaldo
walked across to comfort his former Real
Madrid teammate as Modric acknowledged
the traveling fans in what could prove to be his
final World Cup appearance."l played many
years with Modric. It's great to see him still
playing at the top level," Ronaldo said after
the match. "I told him: Congrats, Luka. Good
luck for the future of your career."
The emotional scenes followed a dramatic

finish in Toronto, where substitute Goncalo
Ramos headed home Rafael Leao's cross in
the fourth minute of added time to send
Portugal into the Round of 16.

Croatia believed they had forced extra time
when Josko Gvardiol found the net deep into
stoppage time, but VAR ruled the goal out
after Mario Pasalic was adjudged offside
when Igor Matanovic flicked the ball
on.Portugal will now face Spain in the Round
of 16 after the European champions beat
Austria 3-0 earlier on Thursday.Croatia had
taken the lead in the 53rd minute through Ivan
Perisic, who finished after Josip Stanisic's
cross took a deflection off Ruben Dias. The
goal saw Perisic move past Davor Suker as
Croatia's highest scorer in World Cup history.
Portugal dominated possession for long
periods but struggled to find a breakthrough
until VAR awarded a penalty for Nikola
Vlasic's foul on Renato Veiga. Ronaldo
stepped up in the 68th minute and calmly
converted, becoming the oldest player to
score in a men's World Cup knockout match at
the age of 41. It was also the first knockout-
stage goal of his World Cup career.

Women's T20 World Cup, ENG vs SA:
England have lost their last two knockout
matches against South Africa and will be
eager to snap that streak when the two
sides meet in the second semi-final at
The Kennington Oval in London on

Thursday.

New Delhi. (Agency)
Algeria captain Riyad Mahrez was sent into
international retirement after Switzerland
knocked his side out of the FIFA World Cup
2026 on Friday, July 3. Playing at BC Place in
Vancouver, the Swiss dominated large spells
of'the game, sealing a clinical victory over the
Atlas Lions.Facing a technically gifted
Algerian side, Switzerland survived the early
pressure and struck through Breel Embolo in
the 10th minute. The goal, created by Johan
Manzambi after a dazzling solo run,
completely changed the complexion of the
contest.Manzambi picked up the ball in the
centre of the pitch and dribbled past multiple
Algerian players before entering the box from

SPORTS

the left. He then squared a low cross from the
byline to Embolo, who was perfectly
positioned in front of goal. With Luca Zidane
rushing out to close down Manzambi, Embolo
simply tapped the ball into an empty net to
give Switzerland the lead.Switzerland
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doubled their advantage in the opening minute
of the second half after Algeria defender Rafik
Belghali's attempted clearance fell straight to
Dan Ndoye. Stationed on the edge of the box,
the winger wasted no time in unleashing a
powerful low drive into the bottom-right

corner beyond Luca Zidane, making it 2-
0.The early second-half goal took much of
the momentum out of Algeria, who
struggled to create clear-cut chances in
response.
Switzerland had the opportunity to extend
their lead in the 81st minute when Denis
Zakaria's cross evaded a sliding Embolo and
reached an unmarked Fabian Rieder at the
far post. However, despite having an open
goal in front of him, Rieder could only make
weak contact with his left heel, allowing
Zidane to recover and make the
save.Algeria's best chance arrived in the
88th minute when Anis Hadj Moussa
unleashed a left-footed effort from outside
the box. Gregor Kobel parried the shot away,
but the move was eventually ruled out for
offsde.Speaking after the game, one of
Algeria's greatest-ever players, Riyad
Mahrez, announced his retirement from
international football. The captain started
the match but was unable to make a
significant impact. Although he delivered a
couple of dangerous crosses into the penalty
area, Algeria's forwards failed to capitalise as
his international career came to an end with a
Round of 32 exit.

Wimbledon Day 5 schedule: Full order of play
featuring Novak Djokovic and Naomi Osaka

The third round of Wimbledon begins on
Friday, July 3, with Novak Djokovic, Naomi
Osaka and Aryna Sabalenka leading the
day's action, while defending champion
Jannik Sinner is set for a surprise switch
from Centre Court to No. 1 Court for his
third-round clash.

New Delhi. (Agency)
Third-round action takes centre stage at
Wimbledon on Friday, July 3, with 24-time
Grand Slam champion Novak Djokovic,
former World No. 1 Naomi Osaka and
defending men's champion Jannik Sinner
among the biggest names in action at the All
England Club.For viewers in India, play on
the outside courts begins at 3:30 PM IST,
while Centre Court action starts at 7:00 PM
IST. Matches on No. 1 Court are scheduled
to begin at 6:30 PM IST.The headline act on
Centre Court is Djokovic, who opens the
day's play against France's Arthur
Rinderknech as the seven-time Wimbledon
champion continues his pursuit of a record-
extending 25th Grand Slam singles title.

World No. 1 Sabalenka follows against
Latvia's Jelena Ostapenko before Canada's
Felix Auger-Aliassime takes on American
Michael Zheng.However, one of the biggest
talking points ahead of Day 5 is Sinner's

absence from Centre Court.The defending
champion, who traditionally opened the
Championships on Centre Court on
Monday, has been moved to No. 1 Court for
his third-round clash against American
Jenson Brooksby. Sinner also played his
second-round match on Centre Court,
defeating Portugal's Nuno Borges in straight
sets after surviving a five-set scare against
Miomir Kecmanovic in the opening round.

The decision to schedule the World No. 1
away from Wimbledon’s premier court has
raised eyebrows, especially given his status
as defending champion. Instead, No. 1 Court
will begin with a high-profile women's
singles clash between Osaka and Australia's
Daria Kasatkina before Sinner takes to the
court.The Italian enters the match in
formidable form, carrying a 40-3 record in
2026 as he continues his bid for a fifth Grand
Slam title.The final singles match on No. 1
Court will see American stars Coco Gauff

§ and Claire Liu face off for a place in the

fourth round.Court No. 2 also boasts a
strong line-up. Brazilian teenager Joo
Fonseca opens against Roman Safiullin
before Jessica Pegula meets Spain's Jessica
Bouzas Maneiro. The day's play concludes
with an all-seeded clash between Hubert
Hurkacz and Tommy Paul.

On Court No. 3, Belinda Bencic faces Anna
Kalinskaya before Daniil Medvedev takes
on Germany's Jan-Lennard Struff in a match
scheduled not before 5:00 PM IST. Karolina
Muchova then rounds off the singles action
against Thailand's Mananchaya
Sawangkaew.

Were Croatia robbed? Why VAR disallowed
dramatic equaliser vs Ronaldo’s Portugal

New Delhi. (Agency)

Croatia's FIFA World Cup campaign ended in
heartbreaking fashion after a dramatic
stoppage-time equaliser against Portugal
was ruled out following a VAR review in
their Round of 32 clash on Thursday.

Josko Gvardiol thought he had rescued
Croatia in the 103rd minute when he turned
the ball home from close range, sparking
jubilant celebrations among the players and
fans. But moments later, the referee was sent
to the pitchside monitor before overturning
the goal for offside, allowing Portugal to hold
on for a 2-1 victory and book a Round of 16
meeting with Spain.Earlier, Ivan Perisic had
handed Croatia the lead by converting Josip
Stanisic's cross at the back post. Cristiano
Ronaldo responded from the penalty spot,
calmly sending the goalkeeper the wrong
way to score his first-ever goal in a World
Cup knockout match across six editions of
the tournament.
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With the match heading towards extra time,
Portugal coach Roberto Martinez made the

bold decision to replace Ronaldo with Ruben
Neves. The move paid immediate dividends

as Rafael Leao delivered an inch-perfect
cross for Goncalo Ramos, who powered a
header past the goalkeeper to restore
Portugal's lead.Croatia threw everything
forward in search of another equaliser and

believed they had found it in the dying

seconds. Instead, they were left stunned by
one of the most debated VAR interventions of

the tournament.

CROATIA'S EQUALISER
DISALLOWED

Croatia thought they had forced extra
time when Gvardiol bundled the ball
* into the net after Ivan Perisic whipped a
dangerous cross into the penalty
area.Initially, there appeared to be
nothing wrong with the move. The
assistant referee kept the flag down and
Croatia's players celebrated what they
believed was a dramatic equaliser.However,
VAR immediately began reviewing the
attacking phase. Officials concluded that
striker Igor Matanovic had made a slight
touch on Perisic's cross before it reached
Mario Pasalic. While the touch was barely
noticeable on the available television angles,
it fundamentally changed the offside
decision.Once Matanovic redirected the ball,
Pasalic was in an offside position when he
received it.

Goodbye 21 points: India
racing ahead with
badminton's new

scoring system

New Delhi. (Agency)
In a bold, strategic masterstroke to maintain its
status as a global badminton powerhouse, the
Badminton Association of India (BAI) has
announced the immediate introduction of the
Badminton World Federation’s (BWF) new 3x15
scoring matrix across the entire domestic
structure.Rather than waiting for the mandatory
international transition in January 2027, the new
format will make its official debut at the All-India
Senior Ranking Tournament in Ernakulam from
July 7to 14,2026.
WHY INDIAIS MOVING EARLY?
The early rollout is a calculated move to insulate
Indian players, coaches, and technical officials
from "format shock". By embedding the system
into all age groups - from Under-11 up to the
Senior and Masters Nationals - BAI is providing
acritical competitive cushion.

BAI General Secretary Sanjay Mishra
highlighted the necessity of this transition:"This
decision has been taken to ensure that players
across all age groups develop familiarity and
competitive adaptability to the revised scoring
format, thereby ensuring a smooth transition
when the system is adopted internationally."

THE RULE SHIFT EXPLAINED: 21 DOWN
TO 15

While matches remain a best-of-three, rally-
point affair, the internal mechanics have
significantly tightened:The Cap: Games are won
at 15 points instead of 21.The Setting: A two-
point margin is required from 14-all. If a
stalemate occurs, sudden death kicks in at 20-all,
capping the game at 21.The Intervals: Mid-game
structural breaks drop from 11 points to 8 points
(accompanied by a 60-second interval and a
change of ends in the deciding third game).

Nagelsmann quits Germany job after World Cup
disaster, Klopp favourite to take over

Julian Nagelsmann has stepped
down as Germany's head coach after
the four-time world champions
crashed out of the FIFA World Cup
2026 in the Round of 32, ending his

nearly three-year tenure in charge.
I
New Delhi. (Agency)

Julian Nagelsmann has resigned as Germany
head coach following the team's shock exit
from the FIFA World Cup 2026, ending his
nearly three-year spell in charge.The decision
comes just days after Germany were knocked
out by Paraguay in a penalty shootout in the
Round of 32, with former Liverpool manager
Jurgen Klopp now the favourite to take over.

Nagelsmann, who took charge in September
2023, had a contract until Euro 2028.
However, Germany's disappointing World
Cup campaign put his future under serious
doubt. Reports said the German Football

Association (DFB) asked the 38-year-old to
consider stepping down after the defeat to
Paraguay or risk being sacked.The former
Bayern Munich and RB Leipzig coach
has now chosen to resign. By leaving
on his own, Nagelsmann is expected to
receive around A£5 million in
compensation instead of being
dismissed.His departure ends a tenure
that began with high expectations.
Germany appointed Nagelsmann to
rebuild the national team after a series
of poor performances at major
tournaments. Instead, another early
World Cup exit has raised fresh
questions about the team's direction
and the DFB's long-term
plans.Speaking after Germany's
elimination, Nagelsmann admitted his
team had fallen well below the standard
expected of a four-time world champion."If
you are eliminated by Paraguay, you are just
not a first-class football team. I am very
disappointed," Nagelsmann said.

Despite the criticism, he had made it clear that

he wanted to continue if the DFB backed who has long been linked with the Germany
him."If the DFB wants me to continue I am job. Klopp stepped down as Liverpool
going to continue. I know the mechanics of manager in 2024 and has been working as a

television pundit for German
broadcaster Magenta during the
World Cup.

Earlier in the tournament, Klopp said
he would be willing to coach
Germany if the opportunity came."l
am available. If the DFB wants it,
then I will do the Euro 2028, and if not
then they have to tell me. I'm not
someone who runs away," Klopp
said.After Germany's exit, however,
he refused to discuss the vacancy in
detail."I understand that my name is
being mentioned. But this isn't the
moment to talk about it, and certainly
not with me," Klopp said.Klopp was
one of Germany's strongest critics

football, I know how the industry works," he
said."l know a lot of people will want me to
leave but I would love to continue if the
football association wants me to."

Attention has now turned to Jurgen Klopp,

during the tournament. He questioned the
team's performances and said they failed to
show the quality expected from a side with
players such as Florian Wirtz and Jamal
Musiala.
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Rupee up 18 paise at 95.21;
Sensex rises 480 points,
Nifty tops 24,300

New Delhi.(Agency)
Indian markets opened on a firm note on Friday,
supported by a stronger rupee and improved global
sentiment after weaker-than-expected US jobs data
reduced expectations of aggressive interest rate hikes
by the US Federal Reserve.
The rupee opened 18 paise higher at 95.21 against the
US dollar, compared with its previous close 0f 95.39.
Equity benchmarks also started the day in the green.
The Nifty 50 opened above the 24,300 mark, while the
Sensex gained around 480 points in early trade despite
mixed global cues.Earlier, GIFT Nifty futures had
signalled a positive start, rising 150 points to 24,414 as
of 7:43 am IST.Domestic sentiment has been aided by
sustained institutional buying and easing crude oil
prices. Domestic institutional investors (DIIs)
remained net buyers for an eighth consecutive session
on Thursday, helping the Nifty 50 and Sensex gain 1.3
per cent over the previous two sessions.
Foreign portfolio investors (FPIs), however, continued
to offload Indian equities, selling shares worth Rs 3.12
billion on Thursday, according to provisional data.
FPIs have sold a record $29.46 billion worth of Indian
stocks so far this year.Global markets took cues from a
softer US labour market report released overnight.
Data showed US job growth slowed sharply in June,
while payroll figures for the previous two months were
revised lower, signalling a cooling
economy.Following the report, traders lowered
expectations of a September rate hike by the Federal
Reserve. Market-implied odds of a hike fell to around
53 per cent from nearly 75 per cent before the data
release.In Asia, Japan’s Nikkei 225 rose 0.74 per cent
to 69,243.68 by the midday break, although it
remained on track for a marginal weekly decline. Other
regional markets traded mixed as investors weighed
signs of slowing US growth against the prospect of a
less hawkish Federal Reserve.

Silver price surges Rs
3,796; gold up Rs 1,900;
Check the latest rates in
your city

MUMBALI.(Agency)
If you are planning to buy gold or silver, today you will
have to pay more than before. From the domestic
market to the MCX (MCX) both the precious metals
are witnessing strong growth. On the MCX, gold rose
by Rs 1,902 to Rs 1,47,660 per 10 grams, while silver
rose by Rs 3,796 to Rs 2,37,100 per kg. The prices of
both the precious metals rose in the spot market too.
You shuould know today’s latest rates before shopping.
In international markets too, the price of both the
precious metals went up. The yellow metal jumped to
$108 per ounce and silver to $2.26 an ounce.
Gold, silver price in retail market
All buyers of jewellery are guided by the price of gold
and silver in the retail market. Today, in the retail
market today, the price of gold and silver has increased.
According to Bullions, 10 grams of gold rose by Rs
1,930 or 1.32% to reach Rs 1,48,090. At the same time,
1 kg silver is trading at the level of Rs 2,37,210 per kg
and it surged by Rs 3,870 or 1.66%. The effect of this
increase in the prices of both gold and silver is being
seen in the bullion market as well, due to which the
customers who buy have to pay more than before.
Gold, silveron MCX
On MCX (Multi Commodity Exchange) both gold and
silver are witnessing upward pressure. Gold futures
expiring on August 5, 2026 is trading at Rs 1,47,660
per 10 grams. It has recorded an increase of 1,902
rupees or 1.30% compared to the previous closing
price. At the same time, silver contracts expiring on 4
September 2026 is trading at the level of Rs 2,37,100
per kg. Compared to the last closing price of silver, a
surge of Rs 3,796 or 1.63% has been recorded. It is
clear that there is buying pressure in both precious
metals on MCX today.

Centre removes BAT-BMS-
linked apps from app stores
after e-rickshaw remote
shutdown reports

NEW DELHI.(Agency)
The government on Friday said two smartphone
applications linked to reports of remotely disabling
e-rickshaws have been removed from app stores after
they came to the authorities' notice.

Speaking on the sidelines of a CII Cybersecurity
Summit, IT secretary S Krishnan confirmed that
action had been taken after reports emerged that
some e-rickshaws could be rendered inoperable
through the Chinese smartphone application BAT-
BMS."That is right...there are a couple of apps,
which came to our notice yesterday and both of them
have been taken down from the app stores," Krishnan
said, according to news agency PTL.

Govtasks app stores to exercise greater scrutiny

He also stressed that app stores must exercise due
diligence before allowing applications on their
platforms and said the government would take up the
issue with them to ensure potentially harmful apps
are not made available.

Earlier, the issue gained widespread attention after
videos circulated on social media claiming that some
e-rickshaws were being remotely shut down through
afeature linked to the BAT-BMS application.

The videos raised concrns over the cybersecurity risks
associated with internet-connected vehicle
management systems.The Delhi government has
asked its transport department to verify the
authenticity of the BAT-BMS application and
investigate claims that it can remotely disable e-
rickshaws through Bluetooth connectivity.

Transport minister Pankaj Singh said officials had been
directed to examine the matter after receiving
complaints, although no formal written complaint
had been submitted.

BUSINESS
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High income, upper middle income, lower middle income or low
imcome -- Decoding the World Bank's economic positioning of India

All five major Southeast Asian
economies, including Singapore,
Malaysia and Thailand, are now at
the upper-middle income tier and

above, a release from the World
Bank has showed.

New Delhi.(Agency)
The World Bank has moved Vietnam and
the Philippines into the upper-middle
income group as these countries have
implemented the export-led growth model
and broad-based expansion which reflects
"an economy-wide shift."Growth due to
gains across all major industriesAccording
to the World Bank, Vietnam achieved
development through an export-led growth
strategy while the Philippines experienced
broad-based expansion, "reflecting gains
across all major industries, not a single
sector boom, but an economy-wide shift."
The gross national income per capita of
these countries reached $4,970 and $4,850

in 2025, respectively, both exceeding the
World Bank's $4,636 threshold for the
upper-middle income group category. The
economic progress has potentially
strengthened investor confidence in both
the countries.All five major Southeast
Asian economies, including Singapore,
Malaysia and Thailand, are now at the
upper-middle income tier and above, a
release from the World Bank said on
Wednesday. Vietnam had been in the lower-

middle income since 2009 while the
Philippines had remained there since the
late 1980s, the data showed. Jordan,
Micronesia and Sri Lanka also moved to the
upper-middle income category while Togo
was reclassified to lower-middle income
from low income. The World Bank also
said that the share of low-income
economies has fallen to 11 percent from 30
percent since 1987.

Position of India

India continues to be classified as a lower-
middle-income country, a category it has
remained in since 2007. The World Bank
estimates India's Gross National Income or
GNI per capita at around $2,500 to $2,700
which is well below the upper middle
income threshold of $4,496.

World Bank's classification of countries
The World Bank classifies economies into
four income groups: high income, upper
middle income, lower middle income and
low income.The rankings are based on
Gross National Income or GNI per capita
estimates from the previous calendar year.
Countries with a GNI per capita between
$1,136 and $4,495 are classified as lower-
middle-income economies while those
with incomes between $4,496 and $13,935
fall into the upper middle income category.
This year's assessment covered 218
countries and will be used as the global
reference until the end of June 2027. GNI
measures the total income earned by a
country's people and businesses regardless
of where that income is generated, unlike
Gross Domestic Product or GDP which
measures the value of goods and services
produced within a country's borders.

Air India cuts fuel surcharge on North
America, Europe flights as oil eases

Mistry's resignation from RNT
Associates comes months after he
was removed from Tata Trusts in

November 2025.

flights to North America and Australia
has been reduced to USD 200 per ticket
from USD 280 earlier. For services to
Europe and the UK, the surcharge has

—— ) .

 New Delhi.(Agency) 3 A
Air India has rolled back a part of the e ———
temporary fuel surcharge it had imposed -

during the West Asia conflict, reducing
charges on flights to North America,
Australia, Europe and the United
Kingdom after global oil prices eased in
recent weeks, reported .The revised
surcharge came into effect from July 1.

The airline had introduced the fuel
surcharge on April 7, with the revised
charges taking effect from April 10, after
the conflict in West Asia sent crude oil
and jet fuel prices soaring. Airspace
restrictions during the conflict had also
increased operating costs for airlines.As
per the report, the fuel surcharge for

been cut to USD 125 from USD
205.However, fuel surcharges on
domestic flights and other international
routes remain unchanged. There was no
immediate comment from Air India on
the latest revision.

WHEN WAS THE SURCHARGE
IMPOSED?

The Air India Group, which comprises
Air India and Air India Express, had
announced fuel surcharges ranging from

USD 24 to USD 280 on international
flights, excluding certain routes, and
between Rs 299 and Rs 899 on domestic
flights in April as airlines grappled with
surging fuel costs.At the time, the
airline had said it was adopting a
calibrated approach after the
government capped the increase in
domestic Aviation Turbine Fuel
(ATF) prices at 25%, shifting from
a flat domestic surcharge to a
distance-based pricing grid.

WHY IS AIR INDIA CUTTING
THE SURCHARGE?

The latest reduction comes after
crude oil prices retreated sharply
from the highs seen during the West Asia
conflict, easing pressure on airline
operating costs.Earlier, citing data from
the International Air Transport
Association (IATA), Air India had said
the global average jet fuel price had
surged to USD 195.19 per barrel for the
week ended March 27 from USD 99.40
per barrel at the end of February,
marking an increase of nearly 100%.

Mahindra XEV 9e Cineluxe edition
gets an update - Check what's new

NEW DELHI.(Agency)
Mabhindra has added a new exterior
colour to the XEV 9e¢ Cineluxe Edition
lineup. The new shade is called Satin
Desert Myst, and it joins the existing
Satin Black and Satin White finishes that
were introduced at launch back in March
2026. The new colour is paired with the
Cineluxe Edition's existing interior
options: Chestnut Brown and Nocturne
Black smooth-grain leatherette.
Everything else about the car stays

exactly the same. No mechanical
changes, no new features, and no price
revision. The XEV 9e Cineluxe Edition
continues to be priced at Rs 29.35 lakh
(ex-showroom).What you get

The Cineluxe Edition is based on the
fully loaded Pack Three variant and is
powered by a 79 kWh battery pack that
delivers over 500 km of real-world
range. The feature list is extensive. You
get three digital displays including a
passenger entertainment screen, a

touchscreen infotainment system,
and a digital instrument cluster.

An augmented reality head-up
display, a 16-speaker Harman
Kardon audio system with Dolby
Atmos, ambient lighting, a
panoramic glass roof, Level 2 ADAS
' with five radar modules and a
camera, a gesture-controlled
powered tailgate, auto parking assist,
a Digital Key, personalised user
profiles and a 360-degree camera
system are all part of the package.Also
Read | Skoda Kodiaq RS launched in
India, butyou can't buy it - Here's why
For the standard XEV 9e, buyers can opt
for either a 7.2 kW AC charger at Rs
50,000 or an 11 kW AC charger at Rs
75,000, both priced over and above the
vehicle's ex-showroom cost.

The XEV 9¢ competes with the BYD
Atto 3 and Hyundai Ioniq 5 in the
premium electric SUV space.

Over Rs 9,300 crore lies
unclaimed in 31 lakh EPF

accounts, enough to build 3 11Ts

New Delhi.(Agency)
Even as the Centre has ushered in a new era for
provident fund subscribers with the notification
of'the Employees' Provident Fund (EPF) Scheme,
2026, an RTI (Right to Information) accessed
exclusively by India Today has revealed that more
than Rs 9,330 crore remains locked in 30.91 lakh
inoperative EPF accounts across the country.
The EPF Scheme, 2026, which came into effect
on June 29 after being notified in the Gazette,
replaces the EPF Scheme, 1952. The new
framework is aimed at simplifying provident fund
rules and making the system more digital for
nearly eight crore active EPFO
subscribers.Against the backdrop of these
reforms, the RTI response offers a snapshot of the
volume of workers' retirement savings that
continue to remain unclaimed.According to the
Employees' Provident Fund Organisation
(EPFO), as of March 31, 2026, there were
30,91,862 inoperative EPF accounts holding an
unclaimed balance of approximately Rs 9,330
crore.Over 9,300 crore still awaiting claims
The latest RTI data shows only a modest
improvement over the previous financial year.
While the number of inoperative EPF accounts
declined by around 92,000- from 31.83 lakh on
March 31, 2025, to 30.91 lakh a year later-the
unclaimed amount fell by 851 crore, from 10,181
crore to 9,330 crore.Despite this decline, the data
underscores the scale of the problem, with nearly
31 lakh dormant accounts and thousands of crores
of workers' retirement savings still awaiting
claim.
WHATRS 9,330 CRORE CANBUY?
The magnitude of the unclaimed corpus becomes
clearer when viewed against major public
spending.The Rs 9,330 crore ying in dormant
EPF accounts is almost equal to the Rs 10,169
crore the Centre has spent on the UDAN regional
connectivity scheme since its launch in 2016.1t is
also nearly equivalent to the Union government's
2026-27 allocation for Ayushman
Bharat-Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (PM-
JAY).According to a 2014 government estimate,
the cost of setting up an II'T was Rs 1,750 crore.
Adjusted for inflation, that works out to around
Rs 2,934 crore in 2026, meaning the unclaimed
EPF corpus could fund three IITs, with over Rs
500 crore still left over. The comparison is
illustrative and highlights the scale of workers'
retirement savings lying dormant in EPF
accounts.

Reliance on coal soars as weak
rains drag hydro output by 19.5%

India's shares in the ship recycling
industry rose from 30.1% in 2024 to
35.4% in 2025, which indicates that
more and more vessels are being sent to
India for dismantling. The country
recycled 2.99 million gross tons of
ships in 2025, marking almost 60%
surge compared to 1.86 million tons

recycled in 2024.

Kolkata.(Agency)

The country is leaning more heavily on coal
to meet surging electricity demand this
summer, as rainfall deficit has squeezed
hydropower output. Hydro generation fell
19.5% year-on-year (y-o-y) to 13,361.96
million units (MU) in June, down from
16,593.07 MU a year earlier, according to
data from the National Power Portal.

At the same time, coal-fired generation
climbed to 117,677.69 MU in June 2026,
the highest for the month in the past three
years. That was 13.9% higher than June

2025, 3.9% above June 2024, and 14%
higher than June 2023.Coal-fired
generation inceased amid a 40% rainfall
deficit in June, while the India
Meteorological Department (IMD) has
forecast below-normal rainfall for July as

well. The weak monsoon has also ___
? [

kept electricity demand elevated %"k t

for cooling and irrigation, pushing
peak power demand to 264.76
gigawatts (GW) in June.

This year’s situation stands in
contrast to last year, when
hydroelectric power played a
crucial role in meeting evening
peak demand during summer when
solar output drops. However, -
rainfall deficit has altered the &
equation. With hydro generators _. "
prioritising reservoir conservation,

grid operators are relying more on
thermal sources in providing flexible peak-
hour generation.

Stress on coal power

Throughout the April-June period this year,
coal-fired generation has remained
elevated, with output climbing to
352,725.38 MU — the highest for the

period since 2023. The sustained reliance
on thermal power also pushed coal
consumption at power plants above
supplies during the first two months of the
quarter.Latest data from the Central
Electricity Authority shows the country’s

B il r e Al et B

223 GW thermal fleet consumed 156.8
million tonnes (mt) of coal during April-
May 2026, against supplies of 147.2 mt,
resulting in a drawdown in inventories.

The higher thermal generation reflected the
need to meet sustained demand from
elevated night-time temperatures and
agricultural consumption amid a monsoon

rainfall deficit, a senior official
said.However, coal supplies to the power
sector gathered some pace in June, with
dispatches by Coal India Ltd (CIL) — the
country’s largest coal miner — rising 7.5%
y-0-y, according to company data.

That marked a sharp acceleration
from the 2.2% growth recorded in
May, indicating stronger coal
movement to power plants as
thermal generation remained
elevated. Notably, CIL accounts for

S , about 83% of the coal supplied to the

power sector in India, while nearly
. 80% ofits total offtake goes to power
utilities.

Grid operators turn to gas-based
power

The sluggish progress of southwest
monsoon has also prompted the
country’s top grid operator to turn to
expensive gas-based power this summer.
On June 29, Grid Controller of India (Grid
India) issued an advisory asking gas-based
power stations to plan fuel procurement
arrangements, anticipating the need for
additional gas-fired generation for 10-15
daysin July.
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Backs Dia Mirza Atter Son Avyaan Is/;
Trolled: 'She Gifted Me 1100 Trees’ i

D ia Mirzarecently found herself at the receiving end of online trolling

after a clip from Soha Ali Khan’s podcast went viral. In the video

the actor spoke about an incident involving her 5-year-old son
Avyaan, who scolded a delivery agent for bringing coconut water in
plastic bags with plastic straws. While Soha praised the child’s
conviction, several social media users criticised Dia and her son, with
some calling the episode an example of “entitled arrogance."
Amid the backlash, actor Richa Chadha has now come out strongly in
support of Dia. Taking to X, Richa defended the actor’s long-standing
work in the field of environmental awareness and also called out
people for attacking a child.

>

Richa Chadha
Defends Dia Mirza
Amid Trolling

Richa reposted a note
by a social media user
who accused Dia of
preaching ecological
consciousness while
allegedly driving a
Jaguar. Responding
to the criticism,
Richa wrote a long
note on X and
questioned why actors are often discouraged from speaking up.

“Y’all wonder why actors don’t speak up? (Damned if you do,
damned if you don’t!) Apart from the routine haranguing by the
usual, brain-dead suspects, there’s also this! Of course punch up 7
yaar, actors ki mental health ka kya hai. Aaye din suicides kar ke
salacious news cycles ko feed bhi karna to artist ka kartavya hona
chahiye. b
Haina? Women with privilege will be shamed if say anything 4
outside the syllabus. Lipstick, bikini, GRWM, OOTD, make-up Y
haul etal," she wrote. ;
Richa then highlighted Dia’s environmental work and said that
people trolling her could at least do a basic search before making
accusations.

“Just FYI, @deespeak is involved with a bamboo paper company,
means no trees are cut to manufacture paper, and WITHOUT, a plastic
recycling start up that makes very cool sunglasses. She’s also produced a
lovely short on the climate, it screens at PardaFaash, Mumbai, tomorrow
3.07.26. Check these things out, because if you can bully a 5 year old, you
can alsorun abasic google search na," Richa added.

Richa Chadha Says Dia Mirza Does Not Own A Jaguar

Richa also dismissed the claim that Dia owns a Jaguar. She said that she has
only seen Dia use electric cars and added that the actor has personally
inspired her through her environmental gestures.

Shreya Kalra's

BF Rishabh Jaiswal Defends Her For Revealing

Akanksha Chamola's Bisexual 'Secret'

: ; hreya Kalra’s boyfriend, Rishabh Jaiswal, has

unhone 3 secrets khud se
creative team ko, Netflix team
ko, Lock Upp team ko diye hain.
As a lifeline use honge bakayda
unhe bataya gaya hai." He added that
in Lock Upp 2, contestants can use
these secrets as “lifelines" which can be (Y v
revealed to stay on the show. Wy \ S fes /
Rishabh added, “Shreya ne / £
uska wo lifeline bata diya, so
it’s a part of the game. Usne
aisa kisi ka moral dilemma ya
moral preferences hamper
nahi kiya hai." He urged people
to stop targeting Shreya and said,
“Please us basis pe jo log judge
kar rahe ho, please open your hea
guys." He again reminded everyone
that the information had been shared
by Akanksha herself to be disclosed o
AW the show.For the unversed, during an
! episode, Shreya asked Sufi
-~ Motiwala, “Am I going to be a
bad person if I reveal it?" Sufi
replied, “No, that’s the game." She then
claimed, “She is bisexual." The camera
immediately cut to Akanksha. Citing a0
the rules of the show, Shreya said W ?_,.

that the “secret"” had now been LA 1% " h B ' it -\ Ky
used as part of the game; two of 3 e i _ A e i o
Akanksha’s lifelines were over, ef,_'; & %," : \ IS T U R v e
: - # L § .. s N -:._M-; 7 i

’ 3 :

leaving her with only one = 1 |
remaining. AR

come to her defence after she revealed that

Akanksha Chamola is bisexual. The revelation
was made on Netflix’s Lock Upp 2, and Rishabh took
to social media to explain to fans how the “secret" had
already been revealed by Akanksha to the show’s
makers, and could likely be revealed eventually
anyway.

Here isl

~.'.ul:\\'m:l'! 7 f’ _._L :

| Bisexunl

“Log keh rahe hain Shreya ne Akanksha Chamola ka
secret reveal kar diya ki ‘She is bisexual’, ‘Uska haq
nahi hai kisi ki sexuality pe baat karne ka’... Abhi
main bata doon, mujhe internal baat pata hai."
Rishabh said in a video posted on Instagram. He said
that Shreya did not reveal Akanksha’s personal
information as she had already revealed it to the
makers as a lifeline.

Rishabh said, “Dekho jitney contestants gaye hain na,
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'I'm An Artist, Not A Politician':
Diljit Dosanjh On Being Asked
_ About CJP Protest

AR

ae ' b, .J
FTEES

inger-actor Diljit Dosanjh recently

interacted with fans during an Instagram

Live session, where he answered questions
on a variety of topics. Among the many queries,
one fan asked him about the ongoing protest at
Jantar Mantar led by the Cockroach Janta Party
(CJP). While reacting to the question, Diljit made
it clear that he prefers not to comment on it. He
said that he was unaware of the situation due to his
busy Aura Tour schedule. He also urged people to
keep him out of protests, stating that he is not a
politician and would rather remain focused on his
work as an entertainer.
Diljit Dosanjh’s Reaction When Asked About
CJPProtest At Jantar Mantar
When asked about the CJP protest at Jantar
Mantar, Diljit appeared surprised, admitting that
he was unaware of it as he had been occupied with
his Aura Tour. He then urged people to keep him
away from protests and political discussions
because he considers himself an artist and not a
politician. “Bro, keep me away from protests and
such things. I am an artist. [ am not a politician," he
said.
He further added that it is impossible for
everything in the world to be perfect or entirely
right. “Everything can never be right. Everything
in this world can never be right," he said.
He also quoted a line from the Guru Granth Sahib,
“Nanak dukhiya sab sansar, so sukhia jis naam
adhaar." Diljit further said that while his name is
often dragged into such matters, he wishes well
for both sides involved. He reiterated that he was
not familiar with the issue and therefore did not
have anything more to add.
Diljit Dosanjh’s Work Front
Diljit Dosanjh was last seen in the Imtiaz Ali
directorial Main Vaapas Aaunga, a period drama
set against the backdrop of the India-Pakistan
Partition. The film, which also stars Naseeruddin
Shah, Sharvari and Vedang Raina, has emerged as
one of the notable successes of 2026, earning
strong audience appreciation and steady box
office growth on the back of positive word of
mouth.

'Until She Feels She Has Found...":
Stebin Ben On Kriti Sanon's Wedding
Buzz Amid Kabir Bahia Dating Rumours

-

s rumours continue to swirl about Kriti

Sanon’s relationship with businessman

Kabir Bahia, the actress has received
support from singer Stebin Ben, who is also her
brother-in-law. Addressing the ongoing
speculation around her personal life, Stebin said
that choices related to marriage or relationships
should never be made under societal pressure. He
also praised Kriti’s journey in the Hindi film
industry, commending her hard-earned success and
growth as an actress.
Recently, while speaking to Galatta India, Stebin
Ben, who is married to Nupur Sanon, reacted to the
ongoing discussions around Kriti’s marriage and
her relationship buzz. The conversation gained
momentum after her younger sister Nupur got
married earlier this year. Stebin shared that he is
frequently asked about when Kriti intends to get
married, but stressed that the decision should be
entirely hers, without any outside expectations or
pressure. He said, “I don’t know why people keep
asking this. After her younger sister got married,
everyone started saying, ‘Now it’s Kriti’s turn.’
Commending Kriti’s inspiring rise from a small-
town girl to one of Bollywood’s top actresses, he
said that someone who has worked so hard to build
her career should never feel compelled to hurry
such a significant life decision. Stebin added, “She
is doing exceptionally good in her career. A girl
coming from a small town who did well for herself
and has grown on her own... Give her time. Until
Kriti feels that she has found the best boy and is sure
about marriage, she should not take that decision.
Until you get that certainty, why do you have to
rush into marriage? There is no hurry. Life is not
running away."
Stebin further shared that he sees several
similarities between his own journey and Kriti’s,
noting that she carved her own path in the industry
through hard work and determination. He praised
her for achieving stardom on her own while
remaining humble and deeply connected to her
family. Expressing confidence in her future, he said
her career looks exceptionally promising, adding
that she has an impressive slate of films lined up
until 2030 and continues to deliver back-to-back
hits.




New Delhi,Saturday , 4 July 2026

As the dusk falls and city lights up on Friday,
people with wanderlust break their heads
over a weekend getaway. All one wants is a
change from the week routine. One of the
ideal weekend spots near the city is
Meghamalai in Theni district where one can
spend some quality time and re-connect with
nature.

Land of greens and hlues
Meghamalai is a misty mountain range
located in Theni district (part of Western
Ghats) at 1,500 metres above sea level. The
place is more popular for the tea estates
where access is restricted. However, one can
still enjoy the sight of the lush green forests
and valleys. Sivaraman, a tourist says, "Till
now, we assumed Kodaikanal to be the only
weekend spot. However, after visiting
Meghamalai, we are happy to have found an
alternative place to unwind." If you choose to
travel via Chinnamanur, you cannot miss the
scenic beauty along the way. "The main

attractions include tea estates, forest, dams and
water falls. If you are planning a day's trip, then
you can reach by morning and spend the rest of
the hours relaxing in waters and scouting for
elephants and bisons. If you're lucky, then you
can catch a glimpse of the jumbos quenching
their thirst in the water," adds Sivaraman.

Bird's eye view

Meghamalai hills are the originating point of
river Suruli. Hence, the twin waterfalls located at
its course is perennial throughout the year.
Karthikeyan, a tourist guide explains, "The
tourism officials help tourists get a better view of
the wildlife in this area. Due to the presence of
water throughout the year, some of the wild
animals like the spotted deer and gaur hit the spot
frequently during sunrise and sunset." Apart
from the waterfalls and the tea estates, the main
attraction of Meghamalai is the Vellimalai (the
silver mountain). Vellimalai is 1,650 metres
above sea level. "This is the place from where the
River Vaigai originates. The hills are also home

theregion is.
Grand Anicut

the world.

that is how world famous the cigar of

One of the oldest dam built around
2000 years is said to be a symbol of
Dravidian engineering. Built by
Karikala Cholan,
building modern day architecture -
probably one of the oldest used dams in

Srirangam temple

The biggest functioning Hindu temple
in the world Srirangam, is the sacred
amongst the Vaishnavites. The temple
is on the island, Srirangam and the

Trichy is a city of a million sounds
and sights. From the picturesque
banks of Cauvery to the grand old
Trichinopoly cigars, from the
natural wonder Rockfort to
religious shrines aplenty, there's
something for everyone who visits
thecity...

Rockfort

A 3,800 million year old rock
structure with a shrine on top is
considered to be older than the
Himalayas and is the pride of the
city. It is visible for miles around
the city and a view from the top, is
mesmerizing either by sunrise or

sunset.

River Cauvery

The town is on the banks of the
River Cauvery making it one of
the most fertile regions in the state.
A walk on the Cauvery bridge, a
dip in the river and some classical
music - this would make a perfect
outing for most Trichiites.
Trichinopoly Cigar

Winston Churchill has claimed to
have a long standing affair with
this; Sherlock Holmes has said to
have mentioned it in his books and
Trichinopoly is synonymous with
Cigar in the Oxford Dictionary -

LIFESTYLE
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Land of greens and blues

The misty Meghamalai, is a perfect weekend getaway to unwind. We explore the surprises in store for us..

to six dams, including the Manalar dam from
where one can view the Cumbam valley. A
weekend of fascinating facts is only a hours
away our monotonous life," adds the excited
tourist guide.
A haven for rare species

"Wild animals are spotted near the foothills,"
says Kamala Devi, a student who has returned
from a recent visit to the hills of Meghamalai.

Trichy

mythological stories that surrounds
the history of the temple is

fascinating.
The Southern Railways

it is used a model for

date.
Natharvalli Dargah

Established in 1890 with its
headquarters at the city, The
Southern Railways played a
prominent role during the British
Raj. However, now it has been
shifted to Chennai - the Golden
Rock Workshop is still one of the
three mechanical workshops
serving the Southern railways till

"The hills opens up to a huge expanse of the tea and
coffee plantations that is enveloped by the aroma of
the spices. But the road narrows down as we
approach the top of the hill and paves way for the
dense forests that is least disturbed. Also, this place
is a perfect spot for bird watching as different
species of birds including the great Indian hornbills
can be spotted here. The most adventurous part of
the tour would be to spot a leopard or a tiger in the
area." An endangered species of squirrel (flying

A 1000 year old mosque once an
Easwaran Temple - it is the tomb of
Baba Natharvalli. It stands as a
symbol of how the Trichiites are a
group of peace loving people who
accept all religions and co exist in
harmony throughout the years!!
Lady of Lourdes church

A replica of the Lourdes Church in
France is situated within St.

Joseph's Ccollege compounds.
Gothic architecture, intricately
stained glass panels with its
towering spire makes it remarkable
of Indian craftsmanship.

squirrels) are found flying between the trees of
the forest. However the major gripe tourists have
is that the place lacks hotels for accommodation.
Although the Panchayat rest houses and forest
lodges can be booked much in advance to secure a
perfect stay for an entire family, informs Kamala.
Meghamalai is a place of natural beauty dotted
with cardamom plantations and tea estates. With
all this and more it's definitely a perfect weekend
spot especially for summer.

rich in heritage
and history

From the pages of
literature to the minds
of historians, Trichy
occupies a special place.

Here's a look at all the
things that our city can
call its very own...
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