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The Sikh Times
Lucknow, July 3: Under the

Pradhan Mantri Surya Ghar Muft
Bijli Yojana, Uttar Pradesh, under
the leadership of Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath, has created a new
history in the residential rooftop
solar sector. In June 2026, the state
secured the top position in the
country by installing 71,888 resi-
dential rooftop solar plants. This is
not only Uttar Pradesh's best-ever
monthly performance, but also a
new national record for the highest
number of residential rooftop solar
installations carried out by any
state in a single month. So far,
Uttar Pradesh has received
10,89,716 applications, and the
installation of 6,36,745 residential
rooftop solar plants has been com-
pleted. For several consecutive
months, Uttar Pradesh has been

recording the highest monthly

installations in the country and has
emerged as the fastest-growing
state in India's residential rooftop
solar sector. Considering the cur-
rent trends, it is estimated that by
the end of July 2026, Uttar Pradesh
may surpass Maharashtra in the

total number of residential rooftop

solar installations and become the
country's second-largest residen-
tial rooftop solar state. Thereafter,
the state's next target is to surpass
Gujarat and become India's num-
ber one state in terms of total resi-
dential rooftop solar installations.

Uttar Pradesh's achievements in
the residential rooftop solar sector
have also been unprecedented.
More than 2,148 MW of capacity
has been installed in the state so
far, and subsidies exceeding ?5,500
crore have been transferred direct-
ly to consumers. More than 7,000
companies and vendors are work-
ing in this sector, and over 80,000
direct and indirect employment
opportunities have been created.
Residential rooftop solar systems in
the state are generating approxi-
mately 96 lakh units of free electric-
ity per day, with an estimated value
of more than ?6 crore per day.  In
addition, this sector is generating a
daily business turnover of more
than 40 crore, while saving more
than 9,000 acres of land, which is a
significant achievement compared
to large-scale land-based power
projects.      Contd..........page-3

Historic leap by Uttar Pradesh under 
CM Yogi's leadership in PM Surya Ghar Yojana



Gurgaon.(Agency)
Haryana govt is set to launch a long-
awaited general teacher transfer drive based 
on the Haryana Teacher Transfer Policy-
2026 within the next two weeks.Director of 
Secondary Education Jitendra Dahiya said 
during an online meeting that the 
department is targeting completion of the 
entire exercise in about 75 days so that 
teachers can join their new schools by 
October.According to officials, the process 
will begin with the rationalisation of 256 
Model, 250 PM SHRI and 250 CM SHRI 
schools before the general transfer drive is 
rolled out through the MIS portal.The 
transfer process involves updating a 
teacher’s personal and service details on the 
portal, release of cadre- and category-wise 
merit lists, followed by a window for filing 
objections and release of the merit list. 
Thereafter, regular teachers will then be 
allowed to exercise their choice of schools 
in two phases. Guest teachers will be given 
an opportunity after the regular teachers.

Schools will be allotted on the basis of 
merit, and after approval by the competent 
authority, transfer orders will be issued. 
Teachers who fail to participate in 
counselling can be posted anywhere within 
the district or the state.As the govt prepares 
to implement the policy, a major legal 
controversy has emerged over the merit 
calculation mechanism.The discontent 
centres around the policy’s 120-point 
transfer system, under which 30 marks are 
reserved for “Experience in Cadre”. Only 
service rendered in the current cadre is 
counted. Consequently, teachers promoted 
from JBT or TGT to the PGT cadre receive 
no credit for the years spent in their 
previous cadres, affecting their position in 
the merit list.Teachers argue that the 
provision violates Article 14 of the 
Constitution, which guarantees equality 
before the law, because it differentiates 
between directly recruited PGTs and 
teachers promoted within the department. 
While direct recruits begin earning 

experience marks in the PGT cadre from the 
date of appointment, promoted teachers 
lose credit for years — sometimes decades 
— of regular govt service.The teachers also 
cite the Punjab and Haryana High Court’s 
observations made in May and June 2026 in 
petitions related to cadre restructuring and 
service benefits to legally ground their 
argument. 
They claim that the present policy runs 
contrary to the spirit of the High Court’s 
directions to frame the new policy after 
considering the impact on seniority, 
promotional prospects and service-related 
benefits.Teacher organisations have argued 
that the policy violates the principle of 
natural justice, saying promotions meant to 
reward experience should not become a 
disadvantage during transfers.For instance, 
a JBT or TGT teacher who is promoted to 
PGT after 15 years of service would receive 
no experience marks in the new cadre and 
could rank below a newly recruited PGT 
with only a short period of service.

Light rain cools Gurgaon, minimum 
temperature drops over 4°C

Haryana teacher transfer policy 
challenged over experience marks rule

Cons use bank data to cheat 
cardholders, six land in Gurgaon police 

Noida.(Agency)
At an annual package of Rs 42 lakh, 
Vinayak Jha did not need to print notes 
to become rich. But the software 
engineer with a multinational company 
in Noida was not chasing wealth — he 
was chasing a different kind of currency, 
followers.Arrested last week for 
allegedly running a counterfeit currency 
printing setup from a hotel room in 
Faridabad, Jha has told police his 
actions were driven by an obsession 
with social media virality. During 
questioning, the 28-year-old said he 
wanted to replicate the success of a US-
based friend whose Reels, often 
featuring huge bundles of cash, 
routinely drew millions of views and 
likes.That digital glamour stayed with 
him.Jha told police he had been 
following the friend’s account for 
months and was struck by how stacks of 
money had become a visual shorthand 
for influence. Unable to use real cash in 
such quantities, he allegedly chose to 
manufacture the illusion instead.
He designed a carefully researched plan.
Police said Jha spent weeks studying 
online how Indian currency paper 
looked, felt and behaved under light. He 
searched extensively for material that 
could mimic the texture of genuine 
notes before al legedly buying 
specialised paper from a shop in Delhi’s 
Sadar Bazaar. Police are now likely to 
question the shop owner to establish 
what exactly was sold to him.
“He earned well and came from an 
educated family. There was no financial 
distress. But he used his skill and time in 
the wrong direction,” a police officer 
said.The case surfaced unexpectedly on 
June 26, when Jha checked into a hotel 
in Surajkund and then left the room 
locked for two days, taking the key with 
him. The prolonged silence raised 
suspicion among hotel staff, who alerted 
police.When cops opened Room 404-B, 
they found a miniature counterfeit unit 
— a laptop, printer, special paper, one 
fake Rs 500 note, ten fake Rs 100 notes, 
and other printing material.

DEHLI/NCR

Roads under water; trees & poles 
uprooted: Cities on knees again

Noida/Ghaziabad. The showers that started Friday 
and continued on Sunday has led to heavy 
waterlogging in Noida and Ghaziabad.

A park for children in Noida Sector 51 has turned into 
a shallow pool, while parks and green belts in 
sectors 119, 12, 30, 120, etc., also remained out of 
bounds due to flooding.Low-lying areas, like 
Botanical Garden Metro station in Noida and Jagat 
Farm Market in Greater Noida, are under at least 
two feet of water. Meanwhile, residents reported 
flooded roads and basements in Noida sectors 22, 
30, 36, 51, 62, 71, 104, 105, 72, 117, 122, 99, 
etc.The picture is similar in Ghaziabad, with Abhay 
Khand, Loni, and Muradnagar facing waterlogging.

Late on Sunday, following reports of 12 people stuck 
in Tronica City due to heavy waterlogging, a team 
of Ghaziabad NDRF carried out a rescue operation. 
Considering a warning of heavy rain ahead, NDRF 
teams are on high alert for emergency response in 
Noida and Ghaziabad.Residents blamed the 
authorities for not taking adequate measures to 
check flooding.“The Noida Authority failed to 
prepare for the monsoon in advance. All its claims 
have fallen flat. In Sector 51, people are wading 
through one-and-a-half feet to two feet of water. 
The Sunday showers also left houses and basements 
flooded.

News box

Gurgaon.(Agency)
Light rain and cloudy conditions brought 
relief from the humid weather in the city on 
Thursday,  pul l ing  the  maximum 
temperature down to 30°C, nearly 8°C 
below normal. India Meteorological 
Department (IMD) has forecast more 
widespread rainfall and thunderstorm 
activity across Haryana over the next few 
days.The showers brought a sharp drop in 
temperatures. IMD’s Sohna Road 
observatory recorded the city’s maximum 
temperature at 30°C, 7.9°C below normal, 
while the minimum temperature was 
recorded at 22.7°C, 4.2°C below the 
previous day.Rainfall remained uneven 
across the district during the 24-hour 
period ending at 8am. Wazirabad recorded 
the highest rainfall at 9mm, followed by 
Manesar (5mm). Gurgaon, Kadipur and 
Harsaru received 3mm each, Badshahpur 

recorded 2mm, while Pataudi and 
Farrukhnagar received 1mm each. Sohna 
did not receive any rainfall.
Across Haryana, the average minimum 

temperature fell by 4.5°C compared with 
the previous day and remained 3.7°C below 
normal. Narnaul recorded the state’s lowest 

minimum temperature at 18°C.
The IMD has issued a yellow alert for 
Haryana, warning of thunderstorms 
accompanied by lightning and gusty winds 

of 40-50kmph, gusting up to 60kmph, at 
some places. The department has forecast 
light to moderate rainfall at many places 
across the state from July 2 to July 7, with 
heavy rainfall likely at isolated locations 
during the period.An IMD official said, 
“Conditions remain favourable for 
further advancement of the southwest 
monsoon over adjoining parts of 
northwest India. A low-pressure area over 
the northwest Bay of Bengal and 
adjoining north Odisha-West Bengal 
coasts is likely to keep the monsoon 
active over central India during the next 

five days, supporting continued rainfall 
activity over northwestern parts of the 
country, including Haryana.”

Gurgaon.(Agency)
Six people have been arrested for allegedly 
posing as Axis Bank officials and cheating 
credit card holders on the pretext of 
redeeming reward points. Police said 
details of 180 Axis Bank credit card 
holders were found from the accused 
during the investigation.The case came to 
light after a complaint was lodged at Cyber 
Crime Police Station (West) on March 6. 
The complainant alleged that he received a 
call from a person posing as an Axis Bank 
employee.“The caller claimed that reward 
po in ts  had  accumula ted  on  the  
complainant’s credit card and sent him a 
link to redeem them. After the complainant 
entered his credit card number, name and 
expiry date, the page closed without any 
confirmation. He later discovered that an 
iPhone 17 worth Rs 83,305 had been 
purchased using his credit card and 
delivered to an address in Delhi,” an officer 
said.Based on the complaint, police 
registered a case under sections 318 
(cheating) and 319 (cheating by 
personation) of BNS and launched an 
investigation.During the probe, police 

analysed the mobile number used to 
contact the complainant and found it was 
registered in the name of Farman. He was 
arrested in Delhi on June 28. “During 
questioning, Farman disclosed that he had 
obtained the SIM card from Satya Prakash, 
a point-of-sale agent in Sangam Vihar,” 
ACP (Cyber) Gaurav Fogat said.Police 

arrested Satya Prakash the same day. 
During interrogation, he allegedly 
revealed that three SIM cards procured in 
Farman’s name had been handed over to 
Narendra Singh, Vinod, Arvind Kumar and 
Asif. The four were arrested in Delhi’s 
Govindpuri on June 30.According to 
police, the accused used the SIM cards to 

impersonate bank officials and contact 
credit card holders with false promises of 
redeeming reward points. “Victims were 
persuaded to enter their card details on 
phishing links, after which the accused 
used the stolen information to make 
fraudulent online purchases,” Fogat said.
Police said they have so far identified three 
more victims from different parts of the 
country who were allegedly cheated by the 
group.Police seized 10 mobile phones, 
three Motorola walkie-talkie sets, two 
pages containing scripts allegedly used to 
convince customers to share their credit 
card details, and documents containing 
details of 180 Axis Bank credit card 
holders. “The seized records included 
customers’ names, mobile numbers, PAN 
details, credit card limits and PIN-related 
information. The accused have been taken 
on police remand,” the ACP said.
Investigators are examining how the 
accused obtained the customer data and 
whether a larger network or any insider 
was involved. The possible role of the 
accused in other cyber fraud cases is also 
being investigated.

MNC techie printing 
fake notes at 

Faridabad hotel wanted 
to mint followers

50 of  54 infants abandoned in Noida 
over last 5 years have found homes

Electoral roll revision faces 
friction in societies, BLOs allege 
rude behaviour from residents

Noida.(Agency)
A district sessions court has sentenced nine members of 
an extended family to life imprisonment for gunning 
down two of their cousins during a dispute over an 18ft-
wide passage in Badalpur in 2021.
The court held that the killings were the result of an 
armed attack triggered by a long-running land feud and 
said the prosecution had proved the charges beyond 
reasonable doubt.Additional sessions judge 
Somprabha Mishra convicted the nine men of murder, 
attempt to murder, rioting and armed rioting, and 
imposed a cumulative fine of Rs 81,000 on each. The 
court ruled that while the case did not fall in the “rarest 
of rare” category, the evidence clearly established their 
role in the killings.Those convicted included five 
brothers — Devendra, Ravindra, Satendra, 
Dharmendra and Jitendra, sons of Harishchandra alias 
Hariya; Bhopal and Mahipal, sons of Jaipal; and 
Amarjeet and Amit, sons of Sevaram Bansal. All were 
handed two life terms under sections 302 (murder) and 
307 (attempt to murder) of IPC, along with punishment 
under sections 147 (rioting), 148 (armed rioting), 504 
(intentional insult to provoke breach of peace), and 
Section 7 of the Criminal Law Amendment Act.The 
case dates back to Feb 8, 2021, when a long-simmering 
family dispute over a shared passage in Girdharpur 
village under Badalpur police station spiralled into 
bloodshed.According to the prosecution, the accused 
had encroached on eight feet of land belonging to their 
uncle Narendra, leading to repeated confrontations. 
The matter was eventually taken to a village panchayat, 
and both sides were called for a settlement.
But instead of attending the panchayat office, Devendra 
allegedly asked his cousins and panchayat members to 
gather at the disputed plot, where an excavator had 
already been brought in to mark the stretch he claimed 
belonged to him.

Cracker sparks burn down 3 shops, 6 bikes

Noida.(Agency)
 Days after several people died from water 

contamination in Indore, Noida and 
Greater Noida authorities have ordered 
technical audits of their drinking water 
systems — covering pipelines, 
reservoirs and water ATMs — and asked 
officials to collect samples across 
sectors to rule out any risk of 
contamination.In Noida, the decision 
was taken at a high-level meeting 
chaired on Friday by Authority CEO 
Lokesh M, who reviewed public health 
issues, civic infrastructure, water supply 
and sanitation, and issued strict 
directions to officials.A committee of 

senior water department officials was 
formed to carry out the audit."We have 
ordered a thorough technical audit of the 
water supply system, including 
pipelines, reservoirs and water ATMs, to 
ensure that residents receive safe and 
clean drinking water," Lokesh M said. 
He added that water samples would be 
collected from different sectors and a 
detailed report submitted "at the 
earliest" to ensure there is no 
contamination threat in the city.The 
CEO also reviewed the status of the 80-
cusec Ganga water project and asked 
officials to complete all pending work 
by this month.

Ghaziabad.(Agency)
Booth level officers (BLOs) She was 
barely hours old when she was left 
alone on the terrace of a house in 
Greater Noida in the winter of 2024, 
crying as ants swarmed over her body. 
By the time rescuers found her, the 
insects had already eaten into her 
fingers. Today, the child is healthy, has 
been adopted by a family, and has just 
begun crawling around her new home.
She is one of 50 abandoned children — 
28 of them girls and 22 boys — who 
were rescued from roadsides, garbage 
dumps, drains, bushes, vacant plots or 
other deserted places and placed for 
adoption by the Child Welfare 
Committee (CWC) since 2022.
Recalling the Dec 2024 rescue, 
chairperson of the CWC’s Noida unit 
KC Veeramani said the newborn had 
been perfectly healthy at birth, but her 
parents did not want her. “Ants 
discovered her before people did. By 
the time we rescued her, parts of her 
fingers had already been eaten. We 
rushed her to the NICU. She recovered 
remarkably well, and today she has 
found a new home. She is healthy, 
playful and has even started crawling,” 
he said.Another infant girl, rescued 
hours after allegedly being thrown 
from a height, had both legs 
completely fractured. “It was difficult 
to imagine how such a tiny child could 
survive those injuries,” Veeramani 
said. She underwent treatment for 
months. “Today, she too is safe with 

her adoptive parents and is growing up 
like any other child.”
According to the CWC, parents 
unwilling to keep their newborns 
frequently abandon them, leaving 
them exposed to the elements and to 
animals. “In the past, we have 
rescued babies whose body parts 
had been eaten by rats or ants. 
There have also been cases where 
newborns were attacked by stray 
dogs before they could be found,” 
Veeramani said.
In 2021, officials rescued a 
newborn boy suffering from 
gangrene in his left foot after he 
was abandoned. “He was first 
admitted to a govt hospital before 
being shifted to a private facility 
because of the severity of his 
condition. We were unsure whether 
he would survive. Today, he is eight 
years old, healthy, attending school 
and growing up with parents who 
adore him,” Veeramani said.
But not every child is as fortunate. 
Some infants die before they can be 
rescued, officials said, their 
abandonment driven by the fear of 
social shame surrounding their 
birth.
While female foeticide and 
discrimination against girls remain 
a concern in parts of north India, 
officials in Noida say nearly equal 
numbers of boys and girls are 
abandoned here. “What we have 

analysed is that nearly 99% of these 
cases involve unmarried mothers. 
They fear social stigma. We counsel 
them, but sometimes the mother 
herself is only 13 or 14 years old. In 
such situations,.

Ghaziabad.(Agency)
A 22-year-old man was stabbed to death by his friends at a 
birthday party in the Shanti Nagar area of Crossings 
Republik in what is believed to be the third attempt to kill 
him, police said.An FIR was registered against six 
persons, an officer said, three of whom — Gaurav, Dev 
and Hari — were detained.The deceased, Mohit Sharma, 
was an autorickshaw driver. According to Mohit’s elder 
brother, Mohit and Gaurav had a dispute about two weeks 
ago after which Gaurav threatened to kill him. However, a 
compromise was reached between them and Mohit’s 
family believed the matter was resolved, he said.“But on 
June 25, all of the accused took my brother to Rajasthan’s 
Khatushyam town and there, the dispute between them 
flared up again. Fearing an attack, Mohit made a video call 
to his cousin and told him that he was with his friends and 
they would be responsible if something untoward 
happened to him,” Mohit’s brother told TOI.A similar 
incident happened a few days later when the accused took 
Mohit to Haridwar and the latter made a phone call to his 
cousin to let him know his whereabouts and who he was 
there with, he added“I suspect the accused had planned to 
kill my brother in Haridwar and Khatushyam but they did 
not make an attempt because of the video calls,” Mohit’s 
brother said.
Around 11.30pm on Wednesday, Dev called Mohit to his 
house — only 100 metres away — for his birthday party. 
There, Dev, Gaurav and Hari forced him to drink a large 
amount of alcohol after which he fell unconscious. 
Following this, the accused stabbed him more than five 
times.Mohit managed to escape Dev’s house and call his 
family. His family rushed him to a hospital where doctors 
declared him dead.

9 get life term for gunning 
down cousins over land row

Gurgaon.(Agency)
 Booth level officers (BLOs) conducting the special 
intensive revision (SIR) of electoral rolls in Gurgaon say 
they are facing rude behaviour and non-cooperation from 
residents of several housing societies.A few BLOs told 
TOI that many residents make mistakes while filling 
enumeration forms, then blame field staff when asked to 
correct them.“They are more educated than us, yet they 
vent their anger on us for their own errors,” said a BLO 
posted on Golf Course Road.Officers said residents often 
expect frontline staff to resolve every query on the spot. 
“We are only responsible for distributing forms, 
collecting them and verifying details. If someone has a 
query, we have to consult our supervisors. Many 
residents mistake that for incompetence and become 
rude,” another BLO said, adding that some residents turn 
aggressive over even minor delays.
Under Election Commission’s SIR exercise, BLOs — 
most of them anganwadi workers and other non-teaching 
govt staff carrying out election duties alongside their 
regular jobs — are required to distribute enumeration 
forms, collect completed applications and digitise voter 
details.Officials said the process becomes considerably 
simpler when residents submit forms online, since the 
information uploads directly to the system and only 
needs verification, cutting down on manual data entry. 
District authorities have repeatedly appealed to residents, 
particularly in urban housing societies, to use this route. 
“It will take just a few minutes to complete the process. 
People can fill the form from the comfort of their home or 
office,” said SDM Sanjeev Singla.
Officials acknowledged that many BLOs initially 
struggled with the digitisation process and have since 
deployed additional computer operators to assist with 
data entry and uploads.

Youth stabbed to death by 
friends during birthday party

Ghaziabad:.(Agency)
Ghaziabad Municipal Corporation is upgrading 
pedestrian infrastructure across three major stretches in 
the city, with renewed focus on safety and accessibility. 
The project covers a 7-km stretch from Hindon IAF 
roundabout to UP Gate, the stretch from Hapur Chungi to 
Diamond Flyover, and CISF Road to Kanawani Culvert. 
The revamp, to be taken up at a cost of Rs 10 crore, 
includes seating spaces with pergolas, green landscaping, 
light fixtures, jogging tracks and designated vending 
zones.On June 19, the Supreme Court ruled that walking 
on well-maintained, demarcated footpaths is a 
fundamental right. The ruling gives pedestrians priority 
over vehicles. GMC officials, however, said that a plan to 
develop these pathways was already in the works prior to 
the SC ruling.“As per the SC order, if local municipal 
authorities or govts fail to provide these pathways, 
citizens can move to court and are entitled to 
constitutional compensation for safety infringements. It is 
binding on us not only to develop pathways for 
pedestrians but also enforce it, and we have already taken 
steps in that direction,” said GMC chief engineer NK 
Choudhary.According to Choudhary, cemented 
barricades will be placed to bar vehicles from pedestrian 
pathways, which will be landscaped and evened. 
Walkways will get proper seating arrangements, pergolas, 
green landscaping with light fixtures, a jogging track, and 
an organised vendor zone under the plan.
The stretches will also get parking facilities on roadsides 
and stormwater drains to prevent waterlogging. 
Underground electrical lines at these spots will be 
relocated so that no excavation work needs to be 
conducted here in the future.

Jogging tracks, concrete 
barricades: Ghaziabad 
footpaths set for a makeover

9 get life term for gunning down cousins 
over land row
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New Delhi: Customs offi-
cials at Indira Gandhi
International (IGI) Airport
here have seized hydroponic
weed worth about Rs 4.80
crore from an Indian passen-

ger arriving from Bangkok
and arrested him under the
NDPS Act, an official state-
ment said. The passenger
arrived from Bangkok on Air
India flight AI 2335 on June 21

and was intercepted after
crossing the Green Channel
based on profiling, it said. A
detailed examination of the
baggage led to the recovery
of hydroponic weed (ganja)
weighing approximately
13.84 kg. “Further examina-

tion of baggage resulted in
the recovery of hydroponic
weed having a total gross
weight of 13,840 grams
approx. The estimated value
of the seized contraband is

around Rs 4.83 crore,” the
statement said. Hydroponic
weed is a high-potency form
of cannabis cultivated using
water-based nutrient solu-
tions rather than soil and
often commands a higher
price in the illicit market.
“Accordingly, the passenger
was arrested under the provi-
sions of the NDPS Act, 1985

and the suspected hydropon-
ic weed along with the pack-
ing material was seized,” the
statement said. Further inves-
tigation is underway to ascer-
tain the source and intended
destination of the contraband
and to determine whether the
accused was linked to a larger
narcotics trafficking network,
the statement added.

Hydroponic weed worth Rs 4.83 crore seized at Delhi airport; passenger arrested

NAME CHANGE
I, Aslam Ansari S/o Zamiruddin R/o
B-838,Jahangir Puri,North-
West,Delhi declare that my name
has been wrongly written as Aslam
in my 10th class certificate,issued
by CBSE.The actual and correct
name of mine is Aslam Ansari for
all purposes.

‚Êfl¸¡ÁŸ∑§ ‚ÍøŸÊ
◊⁄U ◊ÈflÁP§‹ üÊË ⁄UÊ¡ ∑§È◊Ê⁄U ∑§ıÁ‡Ê∑§ ¬ÈòÊ üÊË
ß¸E⁄U ¬˝‚ÊŒ ∑§ıÁ‡Ê∑§ ¬ÃÊ ◊. Ÿ¥’⁄U A -xy ’M+
Á‡Êfl ◊¥ÁŒ⁄U ∑‘§ ¬Ë¿ ¬Áp◊Ë íÿÙÁÃ Ÿª⁄U,
‡ÊÊ„Œ⁄UÊ, ŸÊÚÕ¸ flS≈U ÁŒÑË-vvÆÆ~y Ÿ •¬Ÿ
¬ÈòÊ ŒË¬Ê¥‡ÊÈ ∑§ıÁ‡Ê∑§ ¬ÈòÊflœÍ ø¥ø‹ ∑§È◊Ê⁄UË •ı⁄U
•¬Ÿ ¬ÙÃ ∑‘§‡Êfl ∑§ıÁ‡Ê∑§ •ı⁄U •¬ŸË ¬ÙÃË
Á⁄UÁh ∑§ıÁ‡Ê∑§ •ı⁄U ÁŸÁœ ∑§ıÁ‡Ê∑§ ∑§Ù ª∏‹Ã
√ÿfl„Ê⁄U/ •Êø⁄UáÊ ∑‘§ ∑§Ê⁄UáÊ •¬ŸË ø‹ •ø‹
‚ê¬ÁûÊ ‚ ’Œπ‹ ∑§⁄U ‚÷Ë ‚ê’ãœ Áflë¿Œ
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PUBLIC NOTICE
The Public at large is hereby noti-
fied on behalf of my client Mr.
Rajender Singh, S/o Late Sh. Babu
Singh R/o H. No. N-1256, Gali No-
13 Govindpuri Kalka Ji, South Delhi
110019. that my client do hereby
disowned and disinherit his Son
Bhupender Singh S/o Rajender
Singh and daughter in law Pooja
W/o Bhupender Singh R/o N-1256,
Gali No -13 Govindpuri Kalka Ji,
South Delhi 110019 for their mis-
conduct and behavior towards him.
That they shall not inherit any of the
properties of my client nor be enti-
tled to any share in the
movable/immovable properties or
any other assets of my client. Now
my client would have no concern
with his Son Bhupender Singh and
daughter in law Pooja. Any person
dealing or transacting with afore-
said Son and daughter in law in any
respect of my client shall be doing
that at his or her own risks, general
public take note.

KULDEEP SINGH GREWAL,
ADVOCATE 

873, SAKET COURT COMPLEX
NEW DELHI-110017

PUBLIC NOTICE
I, hitherto known as RAJENDER
KUMAR S/o ARJUN PRASAD  R/o
E-159, GALI NO-69, MAHAVIR
ENCLAVE PART-3, JANAKPURI,
WEST DELHI, DELHI-110059,
declare that name of mine has been
wrongly written as RAJINDER
KUMAR in my service documents.
The actual name of mine is RAJEN-
DER KUMAR, respectively which
may be amended accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
I,PRATEEK SAI DUTT R/o
B1/1201, Summer Palms, Sector-
86, Faridabad-121002, Haryana,
have changed my minor daugh-
ter’s name from VIBHUTI to VIB-
HUTI DUTT permanently.

NAME CHANGE
I, MOHD FAHIM S/O MOHAMMAD
GULZAR R/O HOUSE NO. 2372
GALI MASTER BADRUL ISLAM
KUCHA CHELAN DARYA GANJ
NEW DELHI - 110002, HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME FROM
YAHYA KHAN, YAYAH KHAN AND
FAHIM TO MOHD FAHIM FOR
ALL PURPOSES.

NAME CHANGE
I, KAUSER W/O ANWAR R/O
HOUSE NO. 2310 FOURTH
FLOOR OLD 1489-B BAZAR SITA
RAM BEHIND KALAN MASJID
DELHI - 110006, HAVE CHANGED
MY NAME FROM KAUSHAR
KHATOON AND KAUSAR TO
KAUSER FOR ALL PURPOSES.

NAME CHANGE
I, MUZAFFAR ALI S/O GHAZAN-
FAR ALI R/O HOUSE NO. O-22/A
3RD FLOOR BATLA HOUSE
NEAR SHAHAB MASJID ROAD
JAMIA NAGAR DELHI - 110025,
HAVE CHANGE MY NAME FROM
SAYED MUZAFAR ALI AND
MUZAFFER ALI TO MUZAFFAR
ALI FOR ALL PURPOSES.

NAME CHANGE
I, MOHD TAHIR S/O MOHD IBRA-
HEEM R/O HOUSE NO. 282 GALI
GARHAIYYA BAZAR MATIA
MAHAL JAMA MASJID DELHI -
110006, HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME SPELLING FROM
MOHAMMAD TAHIR TO MOHD
TAHIR FOR FUTURE.

NAME CHANGE
I, KUSUM LATA W/o Praveen
Kumar Pal R/o H.37, Gali No.3,
Shakarpur, Delhi-110092, have
changed my name from KUSUM
LATA to KUSUM permanently

NAME CHANGE
I, MOHD REHMAT ALI S/o MOHD
ANUL HAQUE R/o B B-104 GALI
NO-3 SUBHASH BASTI NABI
KARIM PAHAR GANJ, DELHI-
110055 have changed my name to
RAHMAT ALI.

NAME CHANGE
I, USHA D/O NARENDER  KUMAR
JAYESH W/O PRAVEEN KUMAR
R/O C-390, STREET NO.16,
NEAR SHYAM LAL ATA CHAKKI,
BHAJAN PURA, NORTH EAST
DELHI, DELHI-110053  declared
that USHA JAYESH AND USHA
are one and the same person for
all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, PANDYA NARBAHI RAM father of
No-14834858A, Rank-NK, Name-
PANDYA PRAKASH KUMAR
NARBHAIRAM residing at G4,
RAMJI MANDIR THAKOR VAS,
DHOLI, ANAND, GUJARAT-388365,
have changed my name PANDYA
NARBAHI RAM to PANDYA NARB-
HAIRAM for all future purposes vide
Affidavit Dated 03/07/2026 before
Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, ALOK S/o NAND KISHORE R/o BG
7/4, 2ND FLOOR, PASCHIM VIHAR
B-BLOCK, Delhi-110063 have
changed my name to ALOK VIRMANI.

NAME CHANGE
I, MANOJ  CHAUHAN  Son of
SUKHVEER  SINGH  Residing at
House No. J-126,  Sourabh Vihar,
Near Anand Medical Hari Nagar
Extension, Badarpur South Delhi,
Delhi-110044 have changed the
name of my minor Daughter namely
POONA alias PALAK CHAUHAN
aged 14 years and she shall hereafter
be known as PALAK  CHAUHAN.

NAME CHANGE
I,KARAN S/o CHANDER MOHAN
R/o FB-105 2ND FLOOR,
MANSAROVAR GARDEN, RING
ROAD, DELHI-110015 have changed
my name to KARAN ARORA.

NAME CHANGE
I Suruchi Malhotra W/O Gagan Vij,
R/O 39, State bank Nagar, Paschim
Vihar, New Delhi- 63 have changed
my name from Suruchi to Suruchi
Malhotra For all future purposes

NAME CHANGE
I neetu w/o rajkumar R/o H .N 24
KH NO 40/10 gali no 27 b block
Indraprasth colony Burari delhi
110084 have changed my name to
Neetu Rani for all future purposes .

NAME CHANGE
I Vidit S/o Manish Khanna R/o P2,
301 Ushay Tower Parker Mall
Sector 61 Kundli Sonipat Haryana
131028 have changed my name to
vidit khanna for all future purpose

PUBLIC NOTICE
Information is given to general pub-
lic at large that our client 1. Mr.
Sanjay Gupta (50% Share), 2. Mr.
Rohtash Kumar Jain (25% Share)
& 3. Mr. Tarsem Kumar Jain (25%
Share) are the owner of Freehold
Residential Property No. 221-A,
area measuring 50 Sq. Yds., i.e.,
41.81 Sq. Mtrs., out of Khasra No.
128, Situated in the revenue estate
of Village Bindapur, Delhi State
Delhi, Colony Known as Vani Vihar,
in Block O Extn., Uttam Nagar, New
Delhi 110059., by virtue of
Notarized GPA, Notarized ATS &
Will dated 03.05.2026. now our
client is declaring that that any
other person does not have any
right over the said property, and
same property sold to be Mr. Agni
Shekhar and same has been
financed by SMFG India Home
Finance Company Limited Branch:
Moti Nagar New Delhi.  If any per-
son(s) have any objection(s) or
claim(s) with respect to the` right,
title or interest in the Said Property
then contact us within 07 days from
the date of Publication of this notice
and or the same to the undersigned
if found by anyone. Thereafter no
claim shall be entertained

[NAVEEN KUMAR VERMA] 
Advocate

F-211, Sector-3,
Vaishali, Ghaziabad,

Uttar Pradesh-201010
(Contact at 09958871432)

PUBLIC NOTICE
This Notice is hereby given to gen-
eral public that my client Mrs.
Rubina Parveen who claimed to be
owner and in possession of the
Entire Ground Floor, (with Terrace
Rights), of Property bearing no. 82,
area measuring 35 sq. yds., out of
Khasra No. 232/7-6, 231/6-18, and
Khewat No. 33, Khatauni No. 207,
& Khewat No. 19, & Khatauni No.
69, part-C, situated in the Hari
Nagar Ashram, New Delhi, who
was the owner by virtue Sale Deed
dated 25.11.2024, having Doc. No.
2024/9/1/763, now they
approached AU Bank Finance Ltd.,
for financial assistance and there-
fore the property shall be mort-
gaged with the said Bank. I here by
giving \ this public notice that
Before Sale Deed dated
25.11.2024 all the document are
lost/missing, if any person found so
kindly hand over the document to
AU Small finance bank at Uttam
Nagar, also if any person having
any claim/objection regarding own-
ership and/or creating mortgage of
the said property or any part of the
said property in favour of AU Bank
Finance Ltd., is/are hereby
requested to notify the same in
writing to undersigned with sup-
porting documentary evidence at
the address mention below within
15 days from the date of publica-
tion of this notice, failing which any
claim, if any, of such persons will
be consider to have been waived
and/or, abandoned and our client
shall proceed with the disburse-
ment of loan against the said prop-
erty and subsequent creation of
Mortgage in respect thereof.

PUBLIC NOTICE
This is to inform you that my client,
Mr. Chinna Kuruppan Meyya
Nathan, intends to purchase Plot
Bearing No. P-3/10, admeasuring
385 sq. yds., out of Khasra Nos.
313, 318 and 319, situated at Village
Mamoorpur, Delhi, abadi known as
Bawana Road Opps. SBI Bank
Mandi Extension, Narela, New
Delhi-110040, from Mrs. Santosh
Aggarwal. The original owners of the
entire property were Mr. Rajinder
Parshad, Mr. Surinder Parshad, Mr.
Jitender Parshad, Mr. Shiv Charan
Dass and Mr. Satish Chander, who
acquired the property through two
Sale Deeds dated 13.04.1970 and
03.09.1971. Subsequently, they par-
titioned the property through a
Registered Partition Deed dated
11.11.1988. Thereafter, Mr. Jitender
Parshad transferred his 1/3rd share
to Mr. Rajinder Parshad and Mr.
Surinder Parshad through an
Unregistered General Power of
Attorney and a Gift Deed.
Subsequently, Mr. Jitender Parshad
also transferred his 1/3rd share to
Mr. Rajinder Parshad and Mr.
Surinder Parshad through a
Release Deed dated 31.05.2010.
Thereafter, Mr. Rajinder Parshad
and Mr. Surinder Parshad parti-
tioned the property through a
Registered Partition Deed dated
23.11.2012. Unfortunately, Mr.
Surinder Parshad Aggarwal passed
away, leaving behind the following
legal heirs, namely, Mrs. Santosh
Aggarwal, Mrs. Sheetal Aggarwal
and Mr. Sumit Aggarwal. Thereafter,
Mr. Sumit Aggarwal and Mrs.
Sheetal Aggarwal relinquished their
respective shares in favour of Mrs.
Santosh Aggarwal through a
Relinquishment Deed dated
08.05.2026. The said property is
free from all encumbrances, liens,
charges and mortgages, and the
possession of the property is
presently with Mrs. Santosh
Aggarwal. The said property is pro-
posed to be financed by RBL Bank
Ltd., Branch: Building No. 1, First
Floor, Modi Mill Compound, Okhla
Industrial Estate, New Delhi.If any
person(s) objection & regarding sub-
ject property, then kindly may submit
his/her objection within 07 days from
the date of the Notice in writing. The
said objection may be kindly sent to
the undersigned by way of the
Registered Post on the address
given below and by E-mail. failing
which, the claim as per aforesaid
shall be treated as null and void in
respect of the subject property.

[ASHWANI KUMAR] Advocate
Chamber No. 122,
Tehsil Compound, 

Ghaziabad, U.P.
kumar2021ashwani@gmail.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
This is to inform you that my clients,
Mr. Vishal Bhadari and Mr. Rajnish
Kumar, intend to purchase Property
No. 1898/18, comprised in Khasra
No. 25, admeasuring 100 sq. yds.,
situated at Govindpuri Extension,
Kalkaji, New Delhi-110019, from Mr.
Paramjit Singh, The original owner
of the aforesaid property was Mrs.
Bhagwati Devi, who acquired the
property through General Power of
Attorney, Agreement to Sell, and
Will, all dated 19.03.1974.
Thereafter, she executed a Special
Power of Attorney dated 06.09.1989
in favour of Mrs. Nasib Kaur in
respect of the said property,
Subsequently, Mr. Harbhajan Singh
Pardesi expired on 22.01.2016, Mrs.
Nasib Kaur expired on 13.04.2016,
and Mr. Bhupinder Pal Singh
expired on 25.07.2023, Following
the demise of the aforesaid persons,
Mr. Karandeep Singh executed a
General Power of Attorney in favour
of Mr. Jagjeet Singh authorizing him
to act on his behalf in respect of his
share in the property, Thereafter,
Mrs. Harwinder Kaur @ Harbinder
Kaur, Mr. Karandeep Singh (through
his attorney Mr. Jagjeet Singh), Ms.
Jasmeen Kaur, Mr. Kamaljeet
Singh, and Mrs. Balvinder Kaur
relinquished and transferred their
respective rights, title, and interest in
the aforesaid property in favour of
Mr. Paramjit Singh by executing a
Relinquishment Deed dated
26.05.2026, registered as
Document No. 2025/10/I/4433,
Book-I, Volume No. 20236, Pages
85-102, in the office of the Sub-
Registrar, South-East, Mehrauli,
Delhi, Accordingly, Mr. Paramjit
Singh has derived valid title to the
property and is presently in peaceful
physical possession thereof. Based
on the documents produced for my
examination and the information
provided, the property appears to be
free from all encumbrances, liens,
charges, mortgages, attachments,
acquisitions, litigation, and third-
party claims, My clients propose to
purchase the aforesaid property
from Mr. Paramjit Singh, and the
proposed purchase is to be financed
by RBL Bank Limited, Building No.
1, First Floor, Modi Mill Compound,
Okhla Industrial Estate, New Delhi If
any person(s) objection & regarding
subject property, then kindly may
submit his/her objection within 07
days from the date of the Notice in
writing. The said objection may be
kindly sent to the undersigned by
way of the Registered Post on the
address given below and by E-mail.
failing which, the claim as per afore-
said shall be treated as null and void
in respect of the subject property.

[ASHWANI KUMAR] Advocate
Chamber No. 122,
Tehsil Compound, 

Ghaziabad, U.P.
kumar2021ashwani@gmail.com

NAME CHANGE
I, TAMADA SWATHI wife of
No.14667700N, Rank-HAV Name-
RAVI REYYA Residing at- 00,
KOTTA VEEDHI, PALLISARADHI,
VAJRAPU KOTTURU, PO-PAL-
LISARADHI, DIST-SRIKAKULAM,
ANDHRA PRADESH-532222,
have changed my name from
TAMADA SWATHI  to REYYA
SWATHI for all future purposes
vide Affidavit dated 03/07/2026
before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, No. 14689184K Rank-HAV
Name-YADAV SUHAS YASHWANT
legal father of JAYDEEP Residing
at-VPO-KURUNDWAD, TEHSIL-
SHIROL, DIST-KOLHAPUR,
MAHARASHTRA-416106, have
changed my minor son’s name from
JAYDEEP to JAYDEEP SUHAS
YADAV for all future purposes vide
affidavit dated 03/07/2026 Before
Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, SOSA KOMALBEN wife of No.-
14878395W, Rank-SEP, Name-
JAKHOTRA CHETAN BHAG-
WANBHAI residing at VILL-
YAJPUR, PO-VAVARDA, TEHSIL-
UNA, DIST-GIR SOMNATH,
GUJRAT-362560, have changed my
name from SOSA KOMALBEN KAL-
ABHAI to KOMALBEN CHETAN
JAKHOTRA for all future purposes
vide Affidavit dated 03/07/2026
before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I KUM. RANI W/O UPKAR SINGH ,
R/O 6/71 , FIRST FLOOR, DOUBLE
STOREY, TILAK NAGAR,NEW
DELHI ,110018 have changed my
name from KUM.RANI to PREET
KAUR For all future purposes.
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WASHINGTON.(Agency) Araghchi and Ghalibaf could have been how US and Israeli war objectives, 
considered legitimate targets for Israel, initially closely aligned, rapidly The US has reportedly asked countries 
which was intent on toppling Iran's diverged.While Washington pushed for in West Asia to warn Iran about a 
hard-line government.But after the a peace agreement, Israel remained possible attack by Israel targeting 
negotiations started in April, American sceptical even after the initial cessation Tehran's top negotiators during the 
officials believed that any attempt to kill of hostilities in April.ceasefire negotiations that began in 
the Iranian leaders would end the talks April.According to a New York Times The initial two-week ceasefire in April 
and reignite the fighting, the report report, Washington was concerned received reluctant backing from Israeli 
said.While US strikes were primarily about the targeting of two officials -- officials, while many in Israel feared the 
aimed at Iran's naval and missile Abbas Araghchi, Iran's foreign minister, United States was ending the war 
capabilities, Israel focused its early and Mohammad Bagher Ghalibaf, the prematurely. Instead of weakening the 
military campaign on targeting Iran's speaker of the Parliament. Iranian leadership, the conflict 
leadership, seeking to eliminate as hardened the country's theocratic The US was afraid that an Israeli 
many high-ranking officials as it could. establishment, with the Islamic assassination effort would doom the 
Among those killed in Israeli airstrikes Revolutionary Guards Corps further negotiations to reach an interim peace 
were Iran's top national security official, tightening its grip on power.Araghchi deal and lead to renewed fighting in the 
Ali Larijani, and former foreign and Ghalibaf have led Iran's diplomatic Gulf region, the New York Times 
minister  Kamal Kharazi ,  both efforts with countries to secure a reported, citing current and former 
considered relatively pragmatic figures ceasefire and work towards a broader American officials.Killing senior 
whom the Trump administration had peace agreement with the US. In June, Iranian leaders had been part of Israel’s 
hoped to engage in negotiations. The Washington and Tehran reached a strategy from the start of the war. The 
two were involved in US-Iran talks at framework deal aimed at reopening the war started on February 28 with an 
the time of their deaths. Strait of Hormuz and laying the Israeli strike that killed Supreme Leader 

g r o u n d w o r k  f o r  s u b s e q u e n t  Ayatollah Ali Khamenei and other top The Trump administration's concerns 
negotiations on Iran's  nuclear officials.The officials acknowledged over a possible Israeli plot to assassinate 
programme.that during the intense phase of the war, the two lead negotiators underscored 
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Mojtaba Khamenei to skip father Ali Khamenei's 
funeral due to Israeli threats, security risks

US feared Israel could target Iran's top negotiators, 
warned West Asian nations of possible attack

Nearly 3,000 Evacuated As 
Wildfires Sweep Across 
France

Putin shrugs off  fuel 
shortages in Russia as he 

ramps up attacks on Ukraine
World.(Agency) 

Despite severe fuel shortages across Russia, President 
Vladimir Putin appears unbothered by Ukraine's 
increasing attacks on his country's oil refineries.
He has shrugged off the setback for one of the world's 
leading oil producing nations as "not critical," dismissed 
ceasefire proposals and insisted the war will continue 
until his goals are met.Putin has described the attacks on 
Russian energy as an effort by Ukraine to distract 
attention from its losses on the battlefield, although 
analysts say the advance of Russian forces has been 
stymied in recent months. The Russian leader appears to 
believe his government can keep the fuel crisis from 
eroding his authority and support for the war he launched 
more than four years ago.The Russian military unleashed 
a massive 11-hour barrage on the Ukrainian capital 
overnight into Thursday morning that killed at least 21 
people. It was one of the deadliest attacks on Kyiv since 
the start of Russia's full-scale invasion.
Here's a deeper look at the latest exchange of strikes and 
Putin's refusal to halt the fighting:
Gas shortages worsen in Russia as more oil facilities are 
hitThere have been more than 50 reported Ukrainian 
attacks on oil refineries and other energy facilities in 
Russia and the occupied Crimea since March — a barrage 
Ukrainian leaders have said is intended to pressure 
Moscow to end the war.At the very least, the attacks have 
brought the war home even more poignantly for millions 
of Russians, shattering Putin's narrative of the conflict as 
something that doesn't affect the lives of ordinary people 
in his country.An estimated one-third of Russia's refining 
capacity has been cut off, according to Chris Weafer, 
CEO of the consultancy Macro-Advisory. The attacks 
have inflicted lasting damage that will be costly to fix.
Despite significant air defenses protecting Russia's 
capital, a top refinery in Moscow has been hit twice. The 
second strike on June 18 set it ablaze, damaging key 
equipment that will reportedly take until the end of the 
year to repair.With gasoline production in Russia reduced 
by roughly 17% to 850,000 barrels a day, according to 
government statistics, rationing has been introduced in 
many regions, and motorists have had to wait in line for 
hours to refuel.Crimea, which Russia illegally annexed 
from Ukraine in 2014, has faced the worst fuel shortages. 
Gasoline sales to individuals have been halted there 
altogether.Putin downplays the impact of Ukrainian 
strikesPutin chaired a meeting of government officials 
last weekend to discuss the fuel shortages.
In televised statements, he acknowledged the country 
was going through a "difficult period." He pledged to 
accelerate repairs of energy facilities and said Russia 
would consider importing gasoline to help make up for 
what he described as "temporary" shortages. He also said 
Russia's arms industry will boost production of air 
defense systems to fend off future Ukrainian 
attacks.Putin portrayed the Ukrainian strikes as an 
attempt to divide Russian society, halt Moscow's 
offensive and try to force the Kremlin into negotiations 
on "terms advantageous to our adversary."

WORLD

Florida Woman's Driveway 
Stolen As Part Of  Nigerian 
Scam

world.(Agency) 
For eight days, 43-year-old security guard Hernan 
Alberto Gil Flores lay trapped beneath the rubble of a 
collapsed building in Venezuela, unsure if he would 
survive. When rescuers finally reached him, his first 
request was heartbreaking: "He asked not to tell his 
wife that he wasalive, just in case he wouldn't make it." 
Early Thursday, Gil Flores emerged from the ruins 
covered in dust, lying on a stretcher and surrounded by 
helmet-clad rescue workers. His rescue brought a rare 
moment of hope after a devastating earthquake 
disaster that has killed more than 2,200 people across 
northern Venezuela.
Trapped Beneath A Collapsed Building
Gil Flores, a night-shift security guard, was inside his 
small security cabin at the Galerias Playa Grande 
shopping centre in Catia La Mar, in La Guaira state, 
when two powerful earthquakes struck on June 24.The 
back-to-back earthquakes, measuring magnitudes 7.2 
and 7.5, brought down a seven-storey building and 
damaged tens of thousands of structures across 
northern Venezuela. More than 11,000 people were 
injured, with La Guaira among the worst-hit 
areas.While the concrete structure collapsed around 
him, Gil Flores's security cabin remained intact, 
shielding him from falling debris and creating a small 
pocket of air that helped keep him alive.A specialised 
team from the Costa Rican Red Cross first detected 
signs of life and established contact with him on 
Sunday. His wife, Gusbimar Gonzalez, said she had 
struggled with despair before learning rescuers had 
found him alive.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelensky said his forces would 
"definitely" retaliate for the 
Wednesday to Thursday overnight 
pummelling, as he inspected an 
apartment block that was partially 
destroyed.

Washington. (Agency) 
Nearly 3,000 people have been evacuated in southern 
France and water-bombing helicopters deployed to 
battle wildfires after a record-breaking heatwave last 
month, officials said Thursday.
Tourists and local residents had to be moved after a 
wildfire broke out in the town of Sainte-Marie-la-Mer 
and spread to Canet-en-Roussillon on Thursday.
Firefighters said nearly 3,000 people were evacuated 
with half of them from three campsites in the affected 
area.Two firefighters suffered minor injuries, said 
Pierre Regnault de La Mothe, the top regional official 
for the southern department of Pyrenees-Orientales.
Two hundred firefighters and four water-bombing 
aircraft were deployed to put out the blazes.
"We are mobilising a large network of volunteers," said 
the prefect.In June, France experienced a record-
breaking heatwave which lasted 11 days and saw 
temperatures climb above 40C in many places.
Apart from having "major impacts" on human health, 
ecosystems, agriculture, and infrastructure, the 
extraordinary heatwave worsened the risk of wildfires, 
the World Meteorological Organisation said last 
week.Interior Minister Laurent Nunez said 1,200 
firefighters had been mobilised since Wednesday to 
battle forest fires."Weather conditions remain 
particularly unfavorable," he said on X.
The Meteo-France weather agency said a new spell of 
elevated temperatures would hit the country next week, 
although they are not expected to be extreme like in 
June.Some French politicians have denounced what 
they call the authorities' inadequate measures to help 
France face rising temperatures, and the Greens on 
Thursday filed a no-confidence motion against the 
government.

Supreme leader's body arrives at 
Tehran religious complex for funeral
Khamenei's body will be 

taken to the Iraqi holy cities 
of  Najaf  and Karbala before 

his burial on July 9 at the 
shrine of  Imam Reza in the 
northeastern Iranian city of  

Mashhad, his birthplace.

World.(Agency) leadership would draw an immediate said he was "marked for death". 
response.”The terms of the Islamabad Katz also called the Iranians "good Iran's Supreme Leader Mojtaba 
MoU are crystal clear and public for all merchants", attempting to extract Khamenei, will skip the funeral 
to see. POTUS has committed the US to concessions during negotiations and ceremonies of his father, former 
muzzling its pets in Tel Aviv. If they reiterated that Israel would not allow Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei, citing 

Iran to develop nuclear security concerns, said his 
weapons.r ep re sen t a t i ve  i n  Ind i a ,  

Ayatollah Hakim Elahi.Elahi "If they do it through an 
attributed the decision to Israeli agreement, all the better," Katz 
threats and surveillance risks said, as per the text shared by 
that  would make publ ic  Araghchi.Earlier on July 1, 
attendance dangerous, ANI Qatar and Pakistan concluded 
reported.Earlier on Wednesday, separate meetings with US and 
Iran's Foreign Minister Seyed Iranian negotiators in Doha, 
Abbas Araghchi issued a sharp with "positive progress" 
warning to the United States, reported on issues related to 
urging President Donald Trump the 14-point Memorandum of 
to "muzzle its pets" in Israel after Understanding (MoU).
Israeli Defence Minister Israel In a post on X, Majed Al Ansari, ignore their master, Iran will school 
Katz said that Iran's Supreme Leader adviser to Qatar's prime minister and them. Any threat against our People and 
Mojtaba Khamenei was "marked for official spokesperson for the Ministry Leadership will receive Immediate 
death".In a post on X, Araghchi said the of Foreign Affairs, said that the parties Powerful Response," Araghchi said in 
United States had committed itself agreed to continue discussions over the the post while sharing the text of Katz's 
under the terms of the 14-point coming period, with the next meeting to remarks from a report.His remarks 
memorandum of understanding (MoU) be scheduled at the earliest possible came after Israeli Defence Minister 
reached to end the hostilities in West time following the funeral processions Katz on Monday reportedly referred to 
Asia, as well as restraining Israel, of the former Iranian Supreme Leader.Iran's Supreme Leader Khamenei and 
warning that any threat against Iran's 

avenge his death.Photos showed mourners the farewell ceremony of our martyred speaker, added in a statement.
Khamenei, a spiritual figure for many Shias, carrying Khamenei's coffin, emblazoned guide," said worker Hossein Moghadassi, 
was killed at the age of 86 in strikes on his with Iran's tricolour flag, into the Grand clad in a hat and a scarf to cover his face as 
compound in the centre of the Iranian capital.Mosalla, one of the Islamic republic's most the temperature soared.
He will lie in state for three days at the important ceremonial venues.Others show 
colossal Grand Mosalla, which has been crowds at a pre-funeral ceremony clad in 
draped in banners featuring images and black, as the coffin is set down against a 
q u o t e s  o f  K h a m e n e i . M u l t i - c i t y  backdrop of red flowers and white 
commemorationsThe ceremonies are butterflies hanging in the air.Preparations 
expected to draw between 15 and 20 million for Khamenei's public funeral, initially 
mourners, according to officials, which delayed at the height of the war, are taking 
would make it the biggest state funeral in the place as Iran and the United States observe a 
country's history.fragile ceasefire after signing a preliminary 

deal to halt the conflict.Pakistan, a key Ghalibaf called it "one of the most TEHRAN.(Agency) 
mediator in the US-Iran talks, said its Prime significant moments" in Iran's history. The body of Iran's supreme leader who was 

"People will come from all over Iran. There Minister Shehbaz Sharif would be attend the Tehran, as well as the holy cities of Qom and killed in US-Israeli strikes that triggered the 
will be huge crowds."Tehran's chief ceremony. Mashhad, which will host later stages of the Middle East war arrived at Tehran's Grand 
negotiator Mohammad Bagher Ghalibaf had China, Afghanistan and Iran's neighbours in funeral and burial ceremonies, will observe Mosalla on Friday ahead of his funeral, state 
called on Thursday for "all the Iranian the Caucasus region said they would also be public holidays while the events are media reported.Millions of people and a 
people...to write a glorious page in the sending representatives.Workers were underway.Authorities have ordered public coterie of foreign dignitaries were expected 
history of Islamic Iran through your readying the Grand Mosalla on Thursday, and private offices in Tehran to close from to attend Saturday's official ceremony for 
presence.""The nation's call for vengeance while security teams stopped passing cars Saturday through Monday, while traffic Ali Khamenei, with Tehran's chief 
must ring in the ears of the whole world," and curious bystanders looked on."We are restrictions will make much of the city negotiator calling for a massive turnout to 
Ghalibaf, who is also Iran's parliament planting flowers and watering the shrubs for centre inaccessible to private vehicles.

ceasefire call."Attacks against civilians and said that the strikes had killed 30 people, wounded when a missile struck a densely 
civilian infrastructure wherever they occur increasing an earlier toll after three more populated area, the head of the central city's 
are a clear violation of international bodies were pulled from the rubble.The head military administration said early Friday.
humani ta r i an  l aw and  mus t  s top  of the city's military administration Tymur Kyiv urged its allies to send more air 
immediately," said his spokesman Stephane Tkachenko  s a id  91  peop l e  w e re  defence."We also very much count on a 
Dujarric.But the Kremlin vowed decision by the United States 
to further ramp up "pressure" on regarding licences for Patriots," 
Kyiv,  s t icking to  i t s  no- Zelensky said in a post on Facebook 
compromise rhetoric. on Thursday.Later, after talks with 
'Most massive attack' Finland's President Alexander Stubb, 

he added: "Defending against ballistic Russia has routinely launched 
missiles is impossible without a waves of missiles and drones 
sufficient number of missiles for during its invasion, Europe's 
Patriot systems."Ukraine wants to KYIV.(Agency) deadliest conflict since World War 
manufacture munitions for the US-II.AFP journalists in central and Ukraine said on Friday that the death toll 
made missile interceptor system, but eastern Kyiv heard more than a from a massive barrage on its capital had 
defence experts say it would take time dozen explosions and saw risen to at least 30 people, as both Kyiv and 
to set up production domestically.A residents rushing to shelter in Moscow vowed fresh assaults.
US official told AFP President Donald metro stations.In the morning, Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky 
Trump wanted a peace deal to end the locals stood on the rubble of said his forces would "definitely" retaliate for 
"senseless killing" in Ukraine.destroyed apartment blocks the Wednesday to Thursday overnight 

wounded.The Ukrainian branch of the Red ripped apart by the barrage, as smoke poured Struggling to sleeppummelling, as he inspected an apartment 
Cross said its key warehouse had been over the Kyiv skyline.Blasts started echoing Russia fired 496 drones and 74 missiles, block that was partially destroyed.The 
destroyed and around USD 2 million worth out late on Wednesday, lasting into the early including hard-to-intercept ballistic European Union's top diplomat proposed 
of humanitarian aid lost.Debris also hours of Thursday as Russian missiles and projectiles, Ukraine's air force said.new sanctions on Moscow, as Zelensky 
damaged a building "hosting a number of drones rained down on residential areas in the pressed the United States for licences to It said it shot down 48 of the missiles and 476 
diplomats", EU spokeswoman Anitta Hipper city centre.Mayor Vitali Klitschko described manufacture Patriot air-defence missiles.UN drones.AFP reporters met several Kyiv 
told AFP, adding that the EU diplomats were it as the "enemy's most massive attack on the chief Secretary-General Antonio Guterres residents outside an apartment building 
safe.And in Kryvyi Rig, two people were capital".Ukraine's state emergency service condemned Russia's barrage and repeated a largely destroyed in the attack.

How A 100-Hour Mission By 
8 Countries Saved 
Venezuelan Man After 
Earthquake

World.(Agency) 
A US woman has caught social media's attention after 
becoming an unwanted victim of a scam that originated 
in Nigeria, after she returned home to find her driveway 
ripped up and hauled away. In February earlier this 
year, Luz Lenzi came back to her house in Sanford, 
Florida, about 30 miles north of Orlando, to discover a 
pile of rubble where her driveway used to be, which she 
had got repaired for a minor crack a few weeks earlier.
According to police, someone posing as a 
representative of a real estate company hired a 
contractor to redo Lenzi's driveway. The job stopped 
abruptly when a $15,000 check meant to cover the 
work bounced. That check had been issued by a 
company called SOIL Realty LLC, listed in New 
Mexico, but investigators eventually traced it back to 
Nigeria."I didn't hire them, I didn't need to have my 
driveway redone," Lenzi was quoted as saying by 
News 6.Police said the contractor never actually met 
the client and never filed a permit before starting the 
work. Investigators pieced together the scam's true 
origin by following bank transactions and Google 
records connected to an email address used in the deal, 
which led them to internet addresses in Nigeria.
“I said, Nigeria, like in Africa? And he said, yes," Lenzi 
said. "I said, how? I was shocked.”
'I Was A Loser'
It remains unclear exactly how the scammer stood to 
profit. Investigators suspect the goal may have been to 
extort money from the contractor. They also believe 
Lenzi's house was targeted because it was listed for sale 
at the time.

Death toll from massive strikes on Kyiv rises to 30
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The Sikh Times
Maligaon, 3rd July: Northeast

Frontier Railway (NFR) is transform-
ing Majbat railway station under the
Amrit Bharat Station Scheme
(ABSS), at a project cost over 12Cr,
reaffirming its commitment towards
providing up-class passenger ameni-
ties and modern railway infrastruc-
ture across the region. Majbat is
among the 92 stations identified for
redevelopment under ABSS in the
NFR zone, of which 60 stations are
located across the Northeast, includ-
ing 50 in Assam. The station comes
under the Rangiya division of NFR
and shares an important place for
the Udalguri district of Assam. The
station redevelopment project has
been undertaken with a focus on
improving passenger convenience,
accessibility and the overall travel
experience while preserving the sta-
tion’s regional identity.   The redevel-
opment of Majbat station has
brought about a comprehensive
transformation of the station infra-
structure with the successful com-
pletion of major civil, electrical and
signalling works under the Amrit
Bharat Station Scheme. The station

now presents a modern and aesthet-
ically enhanced appearance with an

upgraded facade, spacious entry
porch, improved waiting hall, land-
scaped surroundings, widened circu-
lating area, new toilet blocks,
improved approach roads & drains
systems, platform shelters and other

passenger-centric infrastructure. To
cater to the growing passenger

demand, Platform No. 1 has been
extended to accommodate full
length trains, while tactile paving,
Divyang-friendly drinking water
booths and two lifts have also been
provided to ensure safe and easy

access for all passengers. The rede-
velopment has also strengthened
passenger convenience through
upgraded electrical infrastructure,
including modern lighting, air-condi-
tioned waiting facilities, mobile
charging points, improved platform
wiring and illuminated approach
roads. In addition, the commission-
ing of the Coach Guidance Board
(CGB) and Train Indication Board
(TIB) has further enhanced passen-
ger information and operational effi-
ciency, making Majbat station better
equipped to serve the travelling pas-
senger. The redevelopment of
Majbat station reflects Northeast
Frontier Railway’s continued com-
mitment to enhancing passenger
amenities through modern, safe and
inclusive infrastructure. Once fully
operational under the Amrit Bharat
Station Scheme, the upgraded sta-
tion will provide improved comfort,
seamless accessibility for
Divyangjan passengers and better
operational efficiency, contributing
significantly to the socio-economic
development of the region while
strengthening rail connectivity
across Assam and the Northeast.

NFR Completes Redevelopment Works at Majbat
Railway Station under Amrit Bharat Station Scheme

Historic leap by Uttar Pradesh under  CM
Yogi's leadership in PM Surya Ghar Yojana

Contd........Front page
This success of Uttar Pradesh is the result of the collective efforts of

aware consumers, solar vendors, UPNEDA, banking institutions,
DISCOMs, and all stakeholders. The state's rapid progress in the resi-
dential rooftop solar sector is not only promoting clean energy and ener-
gy self-reliance but is also making Uttar Pradesh the new leader of
India's residential rooftop solar revolution.  After becoming the coun-
try's number one state in monthly installations, Uttar Pradesh is now
aiming to become India's number one state in terms of total residential
rooftop solar installations as well.

Woman found dead in Delhi,
murder angle being probed
New Delhi: A young married woman was found dead under suspicious

circumstances at her residence in Phase III of Madanpur Khadar under
the Sarita Vihar police station limits in south-east Delhi, officials said on
Friday. According to the police, a PCR call reported the suspected hang-
ing death of the woman, wife of Ankit, at the house in the locality. On
receiving the information, local police reached the spot and secured the
scene. Investigators said the woman had been married for about a year
and was living with her husband, Ankit, at the same residence where the
incident took place. Police officials said preliminary inquiries and the con-
dition of the scene have raised certain aspects that require closer exami-
nation. Crime team and Forensic Science Laboratory (FSL) experts
inspected the premises and collected evidence for scientific analysis.
Sources said investigators are not ruling out any angle, including homi-
cide, and are awaiting forensic reports and the post-mortem examination
before reaching any conclusion. The couple, according to police sources,
belonged to different religions and had a love marriage. Investigators are
also probing reports of frequent disputes between them. “There were reg-
ular arguments between the husband and wife. We are questioning the
husband and trying to piece together the sequence of events leading up to
the woman’s death,” a police officer said.

NAME CHANGE
I Abhijeet Bhatt s/o Yogeshwar R
Bhatt R/o J154 Reserve Bank
Enclave,Paschim Vihar, New
Delhi.110063 have changed my
name to Abhijeet Y Bhatt for all
future purpose

NAME CHANGE
I Lakshya Narang, s/o: Harsh Narang,
R/O: N- 257 F F Mayfild Garden, sec-
tor-51, Isiampur(97), Gurgaon
Haryana-122018 , have changed my
name to  Lakshay Narang

NAME CHANGE
I, Bal Kishan S/O Mohan Chand
Upadhyay R/O K-31/9, Mohan
Park Model Town-3 Dr. Mukerjee
Nagar S.O, DIST North West Delhi,
Delhi 110009 I, Have Changed my
Name To Balkishan Upadhyay

NAME CHANGE
I, SADIAKHAN W/O MOHD MUDAS-
SIR residing at 861 3RD FLOOR,
GALI FARASH WALI HAVELI AZAM
KHAN, BAZAR CHITLI QABAR,
JAMA MASJID, DELHI-110006 have
changed my name to SADIYA KHAN
for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that I,
ALOK KUMAR S/O RAMANAND
SINGH R/O PLOT N-523,524, KH
NO.43/8, ANAJ MANDI. INDRA
MARKET, NAJAFGARH, PO-
NAJAFGARH, DIST-SOUTH WEST
DELHI, DELHI-110043, declare that
name of mine and my wife have  been
wrongly written as ALOK and SARITA
in my minor daughter’s namely
SNEHA aged 16 years in her School
Record.  The actual name of mine
and my wife are ALOK KUMAR and
SARITADEVI respectively which may
be amended accordingly. It is certified
that I have complied with other legal
requirements in this connection.

New Delhi: Delhi Police
has busted an inter-state
cybercrime infrastructure
syndicate allegedly supply-
ing shell bank accounts,
banking kits and POS ter-
minals to fraudsters across
the country, arresting four
operatives from Paharganj
area, officials said on
Monday. The accused were
identified as Sanjay, 30, and
Kuldeep Goley, 32, both
residents Delhi, Nirdosh
Bidlan, 24, from Haryana’s
Sonipat; and Deepak
Bishnoi, 20, from
Rajasthan’s Hanumangarh.
According to police, the
syndicate played a key role
in facilitating online frauds
by arranging “mule
accounts”—bank accounts
opened in the names of
shell firms or recruited indi-
viduals—which were later
used to route and layer
money generated through
cybercrimes such as fake
investment schemes, job
frauds and “digital arrest”
scams. The police raided a
hotel in Paharganj and
apprehended the four

accused while they were
allegedly preparing bank-
ing infrastructure for fur-
ther deployment, a senior
police officer said. An FIR
under relevant sections of
the BNS has been regis-
tered and an investigation
launched. During interro-
gation, it was revealed that
the racket operated
through a structured net-
work of outstation suppli-
ers, local coordinators and
end-users. The outstation
operatives allegedly created
shell partnership firms
using forged rent agree-
ments and opened commer-
cial current accounts in
their names. These bank-
ing kits, including cheque

books, passbooks and debit
cards, were then transport-
ed to Delhi where local han-
dlers managed logistics and
facilitated deployment of
POS terminals and mer-
chant UPI QR codes to dis-
guise illicit proceeds as
legitimate business transac-
tions, they said.
Investigators said the
account holders were
allegedly paid around eight
per cent commission, while
intermediaries earned an
additional two to four per
cent. During the raid,
police recovered an active
bank POS terminal, a mer-
chant UPI QR code scan-
ner, five cheque books and
passbooks linked to com-

mercial current accounts,
six debit cards, three origi-
nal partnership deeds, cor-
porate stamps, PAN cards,
a commercial rent agree-
ment and four mobile
phones containing bank-
ing-related records.
Technical analysis showed
the seized bank accounts
were linked to multiple
cyber fraud complaints reg-
istered on the National
Cyber Crime Reporting
Portal (NCRP), including
cases reported from
Karnataka and
Maharashtra. Several
accounts were also found
flagged in at least five sepa-
rate fraud complaints,
police said.

NAME CHANGE
I, SHAREEFABI wife of No.-
15438483M, Rank-SEP, Name-
MOHAMMED SAHEER BM resid-
ing at BASHEER MANZIL, AMINI
ISLAND, LAKSHADWEEP-
682552, have changed my name
from SHAREEFABI to SHA-
REEFABI T K for all future purpos-
es vide Affidavit dated 03/07/2026
before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, AMAR SINGH S/O BABU LAL R/O
H NO.215, VILLAGE KHANPUR,
PUSHPA BHAWAN, SOUTH DELHI,
DELHI-110062, I have changed my
name from BITTU to AMAR SINGH
for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, hitherto known as ROOPWATI
W/O MAHA SINGH KANWAR R/O
C-85, BLOCK-C, NETAJI NAGAR,
SOUTH WEST DELHI, DELHI-
110023 have changed my name
and shall hereafter be known as
ROOP WATI BAI. It is certified that
I have complied with other legal
requirements in this connection.

NAME AND DATE OF
BIRTH CHANGE

I, MANENDRA KUMAR S/o CHAN-
DRIKA PRASAD R/o VILL-
ATHARAHA, PO-GAUNARIA,
DIST-KUSHINAGAR, UTTAR
PRADESH-274301, have changed
my daughters’ name from ADITEE
to ADITEE SINGHANIYA from all
future purposes, my daughters’
correct date of birth is 18-11-2012.

Interstate mule account syndicate busted in
Delhi; 4 arrested in Paharganj raid

Two Nigerians arrested for evading court proceedings
New Delhi: The Delhi Police have arrested two Nigerian nationals for allegedly

evading court proceedings in criminal cases. One of the accused had been declared a
proclaimed offender in a commercial quantity heroin case, officials said on Monday.
According to police, the arrests were made during a verification drive launched to
trace habitual narcotics offenders released on bail but failing to appear before the
courts. Somadina Hilary Augustin of Anambra State in Nigeria, one of the accused,
had been booked under the provisions of the NDPS Act, IPC and the Foreigners Act
at the Vikaspuri police station. The police said the case involved the seizure of a com-
mercial quantity of heroin. He had been declared a proclaimed offender by a Delhi
court on April 6, after he allegedly failed to appear during trial. 
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Mistry's resignation from RNT 
Associates comes months after he 
was removed from Tata Trusts in 
November 2025.

touchscreen infotainment system, 
and a digital instrument cluster. 
An augmented reality head-up 
display, a 16-speaker Harman 
Kardon audio system with Dolby 
Atmos ,  ambien t  l igh t ing ,  a  
panoramic glass roof, Level 2 ADAS 
with five radar modules and a 
camera,  a  gesture-controlled 
powered tailgate, auto parking assist, 
a Digital Key, personalised user 
profiles and a 360-degree camera exactly the same. No mechanical NEW DELHI.(Agency)

system are all part of the package.Also changes, no new features, and no price Mahindra has added a new exterior 
Read | Skoda Kodiaq RS launched in revision. The XEV 9e Cineluxe Edition colour to the XEV 9e Cineluxe Edition 
India, but you can't buy it - Here's whycontinues to be priced at Rs 29.35 lakh lineup. The new shade is called Satin 
For the standard XEV 9e, buyers can opt (ex-showroom).What you getDesert Myst, and it joins the existing 
for either a 7.2 kW AC charger at Rs The Cineluxe Edition is based on the Satin Black and Satin White finishes that 
50,000 or an 11 kW AC charger at Rs fully loaded Pack Three variant and is were introduced at launch back in March 
75,000, both priced over and above the powered by a 79 kWh battery pack that 2026. The new colour is paired with the 
vehicle's ex-showroom cost.delivers over 500 km of real-world Cineluxe Edition's existing interior 
The XEV 9e competes with the BYD range. The feature list is extensive. You options: Chestnut Brown and Nocturne 
Atto 3 and Hyundai Ioniq 5 in the get three digital displays including a Black smooth-grain leatherette.
premium electric SUV space.passenger entertainment screen, a Everything else about the car stays 

Air India cuts fuel surcharge on North 
America, Europe flights as oil eases

High income, upper middle income, lower middle income or low 
income -- Decoding the World Bank's economic positioning of India

Reliance on coal soars as weak 
rains drag hydro output by 19.5%

New Delhi.(Agency)

Even as the Centre has ushered in a new era for 
provident fund subscribers with the notification 
of the Employees' Provident Fund (EPF) Scheme, 
2026, an RTI (Right to Information) accessed 
exclusively by India Today has revealed that more 
than Rs 9,330 crore remains locked in 30.91 lakh 
inoperative EPF accounts across the country.
The EPF Scheme, 2026, which came into effect 
on June 29 after being notified in the Gazette, 
replaces the EPF Scheme, 1952. The new 
framework is aimed at simplifying provident fund 
rules and making the system more digital for 
n e a r l y  e i g h t  c r o r e  a c t i v e  E P F O  
subscribers.Against the backdrop of these 
reforms, the RTI response offers a snapshot of the 
volume of workers' retirement savings that 
continue to remain unclaimed.According to the 
Employees' Provident Fund Organisation 
(EPFO), as of March 31, 2026, there were 
30,91,862 inoperative EPF accounts holding an 
unclaimed balance of approximately Rs 9,330 
crore.Over 9,300 crore still awaiting claims
The latest RTI data shows only a modest 
improvement over the previous financial year. 
While the number of inoperative EPF accounts 
declined by around 92,000- from 31.83 lakh on 
March 31, 2025, to 30.91 lakh a year later-the 
unclaimed amount fell by 851 crore, from 10,181 
crore to 9,330 crore.Despite this decline, the data 
underscores the scale of the problem, with nearly 
31 lakh dormant accounts and thousands of crores 
of workers' retirement savings still awaiting 
claim.
WHAT RS 9,330 CRORE CAN BUY?
The magnitude of the unclaimed corpus becomes 
clearer when viewed against major public 
spending.The Rs 9,330 crore ying in dormant 
EPF accounts is almost equal to the Rs 10,169 
crore the Centre has spent on the UDAN regional 
connectivity scheme since its launch in 2016.It is 
also nearly equivalent to the Union government's 
2 0 2 6 - 2 7  a l l o c a t i o n  f o r  Ay u s h m a n  
Bharat–Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (PM-
JAY).According to a 2014 government estimate, 
the cost of setting up an IIT was Rs 1,750 crore.
Adjusted for inflation, that works out to around 
Rs 2,934 crore in 2026, meaning the unclaimed 
EPF corpus could fund three IITs, with over Rs 
500 crore still left over. The comparison is 
illustrative and highlights the scale of workers' 
retirement savings lying dormant in EPF 
accounts.

BUSINESS

Over Rs 9,300 crore lies 
unclaimed in 31 lakh EPF 

accounts, enough to build 3 IITs

flights to North America and Australia USD 24 to USD 280 on international 
has been reduced to USD 200 per ticket flights, excluding certain routes, and 
from USD 280 earlier. For services to between Rs 299 and Rs 899 on domestic 
Europe and the UK, the surcharge has flights in April as airlines grappled with 

surging fuel costs.At the time, the 
airline had said it was adopting a 
calibrated approach after the 
government capped the increase in 
domestic Aviation Turbine Fuel 
(ATF) prices at 25%, shifting from 

New Delhi.(Agency) a flat domestic surcharge to a 
Air India has rolled back a part of the distance-based pricing grid.
temporary fuel surcharge it had imposed WHY IS AIR INDIA CUTTING 
during the West Asia conflict, reducing THE SURCHARGE?
charges on flights to North America, The latest reduction comes after 
Australia, Europe and the United crude oil prices retreated sharply been cut to USD 125 from USD Kingdom after global oil prices eased in from the highs seen during the West Asia 205.However, fuel surcharges on recent weeks, reported .The revised conflict, easing pressure on airline domestic flights and other international surcharge came into effect from July 1. operating costs.Earlier, citing data from routes remain unchanged. There was no The airline had introduced the fuel the International Air Transport immediate comment from Air India on surcharge on April 7, with the revised Association (IATA), Air India had said the latest revision.charges taking effect from April 10, after the global average jet fuel price had WHEN WAS THE SURCHARGE the conflict in West Asia sent crude oil surged to USD 195.19 per barrel for the IMPOSED?and jet fuel prices soaring. Airspace week ended March 27 from USD 99.40 

The Air India Group, which comprises restrictions during the conflict had also per barrel at the end of February, 
Air India and Air India Express, had increased operating costs for airlines.As marking an increase of nearly 100%.
announced fuel surcharges ranging from per the report, the fuel surcharge for 

New Delhi.(Agency)
Indian markets opened on a firm note on Friday, 
supported by a stronger rupee and improved global 
sentiment after weaker-than-expected US jobs data 
reduced expectations of aggressive interest rate hikes 
by the US Federal Reserve.
The rupee opened 18 paise higher at 95.21 against the 
US dollar, compared with its previous close of 95.39.
Equity benchmarks also started the day in the green. 
The Nifty 50 opened above the 24,300 mark, while the 
Sensex gained around 480 points in early trade despite 
mixed global cues.Earlier, GIFT Nifty futures had 
signalled a positive start, rising 150 points to 24,414 as 
of 7:43 am IST.Domestic sentiment has been aided by 
sustained institutional buying and easing crude oil 
prices. Domestic institutional investors (DIIs) 
remained net buyers for an eighth consecutive session 
on Thursday, helping the Nifty 50 and Sensex gain 1.3 
per cent over the previous two sessions.
Foreign portfolio investors (FPIs), however, continued 
to offload Indian equities, selling shares worth Rs 3.12 
billion on Thursday, according to provisional data. 
FPIs have sold a record $29.46 billion worth of Indian 
stocks so far this year.Global markets took cues from a 
softer US labour market report released overnight. 
Data showed US job growth slowed sharply in June, 
while payroll figures for the previous two months were 
r e v i s e d  l o w e r ,  s i g n a l l i n g  a  c o o l i n g  
economy.Following the report, traders lowered 
expectations of a September rate hike by the Federal 
Reserve. Market-implied odds of a hike fell to around 
53 per cent from nearly 75 per cent before the data 
release.In Asia, Japan’s Nikkei 225 rose 0.74 per cent 
to 69,243.68 by the midday break, although it 
remained on track for a marginal weekly decline. Other 
regional markets traded mixed as investors weighed 
signs of slowing US growth against the prospect of a 
less hawkish Federal Reserve.

MUMBAI.(Agency)
 If you are planning to buy gold or silver, today you will 
have to pay more than before. From the domestic 
market to the MCX (MCX) both the precious metals 
are witnessing strong growth. On the MCX, gold rose 
by Rs 1,902 to Rs 1,47,660 per 10 grams, while silver 
rose by Rs 3,796 to Rs 2,37,100 per kg. The prices of 
both the precious metals rose in the spot market too. 
You shuould know today’s latest rates before shopping. 
In international markets too, the price of both the 
precious metals went up. The yellow metal jumped to 
$108 per ounce and silver to $2.26 an ounce.
Gold, silver price in retail market
All buyers of jewellery are guided by the price of gold 
and silver in the retail market. Today, in the retail 
market today, the price of gold and silver has increased. 
According to Bullions, 10 grams of gold rose by Rs 
1,930 or 1.32% to reach Rs 1,48,090. At the same time, 
1 kg silver is trading at the level of Rs 2,37,210 per kg 
and it surged by Rs 3,870 or 1.66%. The effect of this 
increase in the prices of both gold and silver is being 
seen in the bullion market as well, due to which the 
customers who buy have to pay more than before.
Gold, silver on MCX
On MCX (Multi Commodity Exchange) both gold and 
silver are witnessing upward pressure. Gold futures 
expiring on August 5, 2026 is trading at Rs 1,47,660 
per 10 grams. It has recorded an increase of 1,902 
rupees or 1.30% compared to the previous closing 
price. At the same time, silver contracts expiring on 4 
September 2026 is trading at the level of Rs 2,37,100 
per kg. Compared to the last closing price of silver, a 
surge of Rs 3,796 or 1.63% has been recorded. It is 
clear that there is buying pressure in both precious 
metals on MCX today.

Mahindra XEV 9e Cineluxe edition 
gets an update - Check what's new

Rupee up 18 paise at 95.21; 
Sensex rises 480 points, 
Nifty tops 24,300

India's shares in the ship recycling 
industry rose from 30.1% in 2024 to 
35.4% in 2025, which indicates that 
more and more vessels are being sent to 
India for dismantling. The country 
recycled 2.99 million gross tons of 
ships in 2025, marking almost 60% 
surge compared to 1.86 million tons 
recycled in 2024.

2025, 3.9% above June 2024, and 14% period since 2023.  The sustained reliance rainfall deficit ,  a senior official 
higher than June 2023.Coal-fired on thermal power also pushed coal said.However, coal supplies to the power 
generation inceased amid a 40% rainfall consumption at power plants above sector gathered some pace in June, with 
deficit  in June, while the India supplies during the first two months of the dispatches by Coal India Ltd (CIL) — the 
Meteorological Department (IMD) has quarter.Latest data from the Central country’s largest coal miner — rising 7.5% 
forecast below-normal rainfall for July as Electricity Authority shows the country’s y-o-y, according to company data.
well. The weak monsoon has also That marked a sharp acceleration 
kept electricity demand elevated from the 2.2% growth recorded in 
for cooling and irrigation, pushing May, indicating stronger coal 
peak power demand to 264.76 movement to power plants as 
gigawatts (GW) in June. thermal generation remained 
This year’s situation stands in elevated. Notably, CIL accounts for 
contrast to last year, when about 83% of the coal supplied to the 
hydroelectric power played a power sector in India, while nearly 
crucial role in meeting evening 80% of its total offtake goes to power 

Kolkata.(Agency) peak demand during summer when utilities.
The country is leaning more heavily on coal solar output drops. However, Grid operators turn to gas-based 
to meet surging electricity demand this rainfall deficit has altered the power
summer, as rainfall deficit has squeezed equation. With hydro generators The sluggish progress of southwest 
hydropower output. Hydro generation fell prioritising reservoir conservation, monsoon has also prompted the 
19.5% year-on-year (y-o-y) to 13,361.96 grid operators are relying more on country’s top grid operator to turn to 223 GW thermal fleet consumed 156.8 
million units (MU) in June, down from thermal sources in providing flexible peak- expensive gas-based power this summer. million tonnes (mt) of coal during April-
16,593.07 MU a year earlier, according to hour generation. On June 29, Grid Controller of India (Grid May 2026, against supplies of 147.2 mt, 
data from the National Power Portal.

Stress on coal power India) issued an advisory asking gas-based resulting in a drawdown in inventories.
At the same time, coal-fired generation Throughout the April-June period this year, power stations to plan fuel procurement The higher thermal generation reflected the 
climbed to 117,677.69 MU in June 2026, coal-fired generation has remained arrangements, anticipating the need for need to meet sustained demand from 
the highest for the month in the past three elevated, with output climbing to additional gas-fired generation for 10-15 elevated night-time temperatures and 
years. That was 13.9% higher than June 352,725.38 MU — the highest for the days in July.agricultural consumption amid a monsoon 

NEW DELHI.(Agency)
 The government on Friday said two smartphone 

applications linked to reports of remotely disabling 
e-rickshaws have been removed from app stores after 
they came to the authorities' notice.

Speaking on the sidelines of a CII Cybersecurity 
Summit, IT secretary S Krishnan confirmed that 
action had been taken after reports emerged that 
some e-rickshaws could be rendered inoperable 
through the Chinese smartphone application BAT-
BMS."That is right...there are a couple of apps, 
which came to our notice yesterday and both of them 
have been taken down from the app stores," Krishnan 
said, according to news agency PTI.

Govt asks app stores to exercise greater scrutiny
He also stressed that app stores must exercise due 

diligence before allowing applications on their 
platforms and said the government would take up the 
issue with them to ensure potentially harmful apps 
are not made available.

Earlier, the issue gained widespread attention after 
videos circulated on social media claiming that some 
e-rickshaws were being remotely shut down through 
a feature linked to the BAT-BMS application.

The videos raised concrns over the cybersecurity risks 
associated with internet-connected vehicle 
management systems.The Delhi government has 
asked its transport department to verify the 
authenticity of the BAT-BMS application and 
investigate claims that it can remotely disable e-
rickshaws through Bluetooth connectivity.

Transport minister Pankaj Singh said officials had been 
directed to examine the matter after receiving 
complaints, although no formal written complaint 
had been submitted.

Copper prices have risen sharply this year due to supply disruptions at key global mines and strong demand from sectors such as electrification, renewable energy and artificial intelligence-led infrastructure.

Silver price surges Rs 
3,796; gold up Rs 1,900; 
Check the latest rates in 
your city

All five major Southeast Asian 
economies, including Singapore, 
Malaysia and Thailand, are now at 
the upper-middle income tier and 
above, a release from the World 
Bank has showed.

India continues to be classified as a lower-
middle-income country, a category it has 
remained in since 2007. The World Bank 
estimates India's Gross National Income or 
GNI per capita at around $2,500 to $2,700 
which is well below the upper middle 
income threshold of $4,496.
World Bank's classification of countries
The World Bank classifies economies into 
four income groups: high income, upper 
middle income, lower middle income and 
low income.The rankings are based on 
Gross National Income or GNI per capita New Delhi.(Agency)
estimates from the previous calendar year. The World Bank has moved Vietnam and 
Countries with a GNI per capita between the Philippines into the upper-middle 
$1,136 and $4,495 are classified as lower-income group as these countries have 
middle-income economies while those implemented the export-led growth model 
with incomes between $4,496 and $13,935 in 2025, respectively, both exceeding the middle income since 2009 while the and broad-based expansion which reflects 
fall into the upper middle income category. World Bank's $4,636 threshold for the Philippines had remained there since the "an economy-wide shift."Growth due to 
This year's assessment covered 218 upper-middle income group category. The late 1980s, the data showed. Jordan, gains across all major industriesAccording 
countries and will be used as the global economic progress has potentially Micronesia and Sri Lanka also moved to the to the World Bank, Vietnam achieved 
reference until the end of June 2027. GNI strengthened investor confidence in both upper-middle income category while Togo development through an export-led growth 
measures the total income earned by a the countries.All five major Southeast was reclassified to lower-middle income strategy while the Philippines experienced 
country's people and businesses regardless Asian economies, including Singapore, from low income. The World Bank also broad-based expansion, "reflecting gains 
of where that income is generated, unlike Malaysia and Thailand, are now at the said that the share of low-income across all major industries, not a single 
Gross Domestic Product or GDP which upper-middle income tier and above, a economies has fallen to 11 percent from 30 sector boom, but an economy-wide shift." 
measures the value of goods and services release from the World Bank said on percent since 1987.The gross national income per capita of 
produced within a country's borders.Wednesday. Vietnam had been in the lower- Position of Indiathese countries reached $4,970 and $4,850 

Centre removes BAT-BMS-
linked apps from app stores 
after e-rickshaw remote 
shutdown reports
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rich in heritage 
and history

As the dusk falls and city lights up on Friday, 
people with wanderlust break their heads 
over a weekend getaway. All one wants is a 
change from the week routine. One of the 
ideal weekend spots near the city is 
Meghamalai in Theni district where one can 
spend some quality time and re-connect with 
nature. 

Land of greens and blues 

Meghamalai is a misty mountain range 
located in Theni district (part of Western 
Ghats) at 1,500 metres above sea level. The 
place is more popular for the tea estates 
where access is restricted. However, one can 
still enjoy the sight of the lush green forests 
and valleys. Sivaraman, a tourist says, "Till 
now, we assumed Kodaikanal to be the only 
weekend spot. However, after visiting 
Meghamalai, we are happy to have found an 
alternative place to unwind." If you choose to 
travel via Chinnamanur, you cannot miss the 
scenic beauty along the way. "The main 

attractions include tea estates, forest, dams and 
water falls. If you are planning a day's trip, then 
you can reach by morning and spend the rest of 
the hours relaxing in waters and scouting for 
elephants and bisons. If you're lucky, then you 
can catch a glimpse of the jumbos quenching 
their thirst in the water," adds Sivaraman. 

Bird's eye view
 Meghamalai hills are the originating point of 
river Suruli. Hence, the twin waterfalls located at 
its course is perennial throughout the year. 
Karthikeyan, a tourist guide explains, "The 
tourism officials help tourists get a better view of 
the wildlife in this area. Due to the presence of 
water throughout the year, some of the wild 
animals like the spotted deer and gaur hit the spot 
frequently during sunrise and sunset." Apart 
from the waterfalls and the tea estates, the main 
attraction of Meghamalai is the Vellimalai (the 
silver mountain). Vellimalai is 1,650 metres 
above sea level. "This is the place from where the 
River Vaigai originates. The hills are also home 

to six dams, including the Manalar dam from 
where one can view the Cumbam valley. A 
weekend of fascinating facts is only a hours 
away our monotonous life," adds the excited 
tourist guide. 

A haven for rare species
 "Wild animals are spotted near the foothills," 
says Kamala Devi, a student who has returned 
from a recent visit to the hills of Meghamalai. 

Meghamalai
 Land of greens and blues
The misty Meghamalai, is a perfect weekend getaway to unwind. We explore the surprises in store for us..

From the pages of  

literature to the minds 

of  historians, Trichy 

occupies a special place. 

Here's a look at all the 

things that our city can 

call its very own...

Trichy is a city of a million sounds 
and sights. From the picturesque 
banks of Cauvery to the grand old 
Trichinopoly cigars, from the 
natural wonder Rockfort to 
religious shrines aplenty, there's 
something for everyone who visits 
the city...
Rockfort
A 3,800 million year old rock 
structure with a shrine on top is 
considered to be older than the 
Himalayas and is the pride of the 
city. It is visible for miles around 
the city and a view from the top, is 
mesmerizing either by sunrise or 

sunset. 
River Cauvery
The town is on the banks of the 
River Cauvery making it one of 
the most fertile regions in the state. 
A walk on the Cauvery bridge, a 
dip in the river and some classical 
music - this would make a perfect 
outing for most Trichiites.
Trichinopoly Cigar
Winston Churchill has claimed to 
have a long standing affair with 
this; Sherlock Holmes has said to 
have mentioned it in his books and 
Trichinopoly is synonymous with 
Cigar in the Oxford Dictionary - 

Trichy 
that is how world famous the cigar of 
the region is.
Grand Anicut
One of the oldest dam built around 
2000 years is said to be a symbol of 
Dravidian engineering. Built by 
Karikala Cholan, it is used a model for 
building modern day architecture - 
probably one of the oldest used dams in 
the world.
Srirangam temple
The biggest functioning Hindu temple 
in the world Srirangam, is the sacred 
amongst the Vaishnavites. The temple 
is on the island, Srirangam and the 

"The hills opens up to a huge expanse of the tea and 
coffee plantations that is enveloped by the aroma of 
the spices. But the road narrows down as we 
approach the top of the hill and paves way for the 
dense forests that is least disturbed. Also, this place 
is a perfect spot for bird watching as different 
species of birds including the great Indian hornbills 
can be spotted here. The most adventurous part of 
the tour would be to spot a leopard or a tiger in the 
area." An endangered species of squirrel (flying 

squirrels) are found flying between the trees of 
the forest. However the major gripe tourists have 
is that the place lacks hotels for accommodation. 
Although the Panchayat rest houses and forest 
lodges can be booked much in advance to secure a 
perfect stay for an entire family, informs Kamala. 
Meghamalai is a place of natural beauty dotted 
with cardamom plantations and tea estates. With 
all this and more it's definitely a perfect weekend 
spot especially for summer.

mythological stories that surrounds 
the history of the temple is 
fascinating.
The Southern Railways
Established in 1890 with its 
headquarters at the city, The 
Southern Railways played a 
prominent role during the British 
Raj. However, now it has been 
shifted to Chennai - the Golden 
Rock Workshop is still one of the 
three mechanical workshops 
serving the Southern railways till 
date. 
Natharvalli Dargah

A 1000 year old mosque once an 
Easwaran Temple - it is the tomb of 
Baba Natharvalli. It stands as a 
symbol of how the Trichiites are a 
group of peace loving people who 
accept all religions and co exist in 
harmony throughout the years!!
Lady of Lourdes church
A replica of the Lourdes Church in 
France is situated within St. 
Joseph's Ccollege compounds. 
Gothic architecture, intricately 
stained glass panels with its 
towering spire makes it remarkable 
of Indian craftsmanship.
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