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Focus on ties: PM Modi meets Seychelles
opposition leader, Mauritius PM

Prime Minister Narendra Modi met Seychelles Opposition Leader Bernard Georges during his official visit to the island nation. The
meeting underscored a shared push for peace, prosperity and sustaimable development as India deepened its Indian Ocean outreach.

New Delhi.(Agency)

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on
Sunday met Seychelles Opposition
Leader Bernard Georges during his
official visit to the island nation,
with the two leaders reaffirming
their shared commitment to
advancing peace, prosperity and
sustainable development.

PM Modi, who is on a three-day
visit to Seychelles, exchanged
views with Georges on the strong
and enduring partnership between
India and Seychelles, according to
Ministry of External Affairs
spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal."They
reaffirmed their shared commitment to
advancing peace, prosperity and sustainable
development in Seychelles," Jaiswal said in a
social media post.

The meeting came as PM Modi attends the
golden jubilee celebrations of Seychelles'
National Day as the Guest of Honour,
coinciding with the country's 50th anniversary

of independence and the 50th year of
diplomatic relations between India and
Seychelles.

Earlier, the Indian Prime Minister held wide-
ranging talks with Seychelles President Patrick
Herminie and underscored India's vision for an
Indian Ocean region where maritime security is
ensured alongside economic prosperity and
where partnerships are guided by mutual
respect and trust.

The prime minister said India and
Seychelles agreed that the Indian Ocean
is "our shared home" and that its
security, sustainability and prosperity
arc a shared responsibility.
On the sidelines of the visit, PM Modi
also met Mauritian Prime Minister
Navinchandra Ramgoolam and
reviewed the full spectrum of the India-
Mauritius Enhanced Strategic
Partnership.
According to Jaiswal, the two leaders
discussed development cooperation,
maritime security, trade, capacity
building and people-to-people ties,
while reaffirming their commitment to
advancing cooperation under Vision
MAHASAGAR, India's Neighbourhood First
policy and its engagement with the Global
South.
The leaders also exchanged views on regional
and global issues of mutual interest, reflecting
the growing focus on cooperation and stability
across the Indian Ocean region.

Stalin's son-in-law sends legal notices to
TVK ministers over graft allegations

Chennai.(Agency)

Senior DMK leader and former Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister M K Stalin's son-in-law V Sabareesan has
issued legal notices to Tamilga Vettri Kazhagam
(TVK) ministers Aadhav Arjuna and Nirmal
Kumar, accusing them of making “baseless™ and
defamatory allegations linking him to corruption
and seeking an immediate and unconditional
apology, failing which he has warned of legal
action,

According to the legal notices, Sabareesan has

r

taken objection to remarks made by the two TVK apology and withdraw their statements, warning
leaders during separate press conferences and that he will initiate legal proceedings if they fail to
claimed they had made unfounded allegations comply.The notices specifically refer to allegations
against him. Sabareesan has demanded that both made by Nirmal Kumar, who had linked Sabareesan
ministers issue an immediate and unconditional to alleged corruption in procurement processes

Biker Swept Away As Hillside Collapses In
Arunachal, Miraculously Survives

within the Electricity Board (EB) department.
Aadhav Arjuna, in separate remarks, had claimed
that Sabareesan was involved in corruption across
16 government departments.Sabareesan has
denied all allegations, terming them false, baseless
and defamatory.The legal notices come amid an
already escalating confrontation between the
ruling TVK and the opposition DMK. On Sunday,
DMK president M K Stalin claimed the C Joseph
Vijay-led government lacked the numbers to
govern on its own and hinted that it may not
complete its five-year term."Let us look at the
reality. The present ruling party did not win a
majority to form a stable government on its own
strength," Stalin said at a party event, referring to
the TVK's tally of 108 seats against.

Despite the terrifying fall, the biker survived without suffering major injuries, an escape many on

social media have described as nothing short of miraculous.

Arunachal Pradesh.(Agency)

| the Siji River, creating a temporary debris barrier

A terrifying video from Arunachal Pradesh's ;&

Lower Siang district has gone viral, capturing the
moment a motorcyclist was swept away after a
rain-soaked mountainside suddenly gave way
beneath him. The incident occurred on June 28 in
Siji, where relentless monsoon rains have left
roads dangerously unstable.

The footage, shared on social media by an X user,

shows the biker cautiously making his way alonga ¥

narrow stretch of mud-covered road carved into
the hillside. As he inches forward, the ground
suddenly collapses, sending a torrent of mud,
rocks, and debris crashing downhill. Within
seconds, both the rider and his motorcycle are

S
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dragged down the slope.

Despite the terrifying fall, the biker survived
without suffering major injuries, an escape many
on social media have described as nothing short of
miraculous.The landslide also blocked the flow of

that prompted authorities to monitor the arca over
concerns of possible flooding and further slope
instability. The video has triggered an outpouring
ofreactions online. "That was insanely lucky. One
wrong move and it would've been over. Glad he
walked away," one user wrote. Another said,
"Absolutely bonkers, also crazy how the slide

- dammed the full river.""He didn't just survive the
< landslide- he rode it. That man has used up all his

luck for the next decade. "A lottery ticket is
mandatory," remarked a third user. A fourth user
blamed unchecked development in the region,
commenting, "Landslides in Arunachal are bound
to happen because of random.

Congress vows to keep up pressure
on Madhya Pradesh CM to resign
over land scam allegations

Ramesh made the remarks in response to a post by Madhva Pradesh Congress President
Jitu Patwari, who had publicly called out the Chief Minister's continued silence on the

matler, Pal\san noted that Cou ress had iven Yaday three days to respond lo ueslmn

Madhya Pradesh .(Agency)
Senior Congress leader Jairam Ramesh has accused Madhya
Pradesh Chief Minister Mohan Yadav of being the
"mastermind" of a major land scam in the state, vowing that
his party will not relent in its demand for the Chief Minister's
resignation until he is held accountable. The allegations
centre on a 253-acre land scam in Ujjain, with the Congress
claiming a conflict of interest over land purchases made by
CM Yadav's family in areas falling under the Ujjain Master
Plan 2035."There is no )
doubt whatsoever that -~ J{l
the Chief Minister of =) e
3
= 2
personal gain," Ramesh n ‘ _
wrote on X. "The Indian g - v
National Congress will
continue its relentless struggle to demand his resignation, as
matter. Patwari noted that Congress had given Yadav three
days to respond to questions from the public, and that the
deadline had passed without any word from the Chief
Minister.

Madhya Pradesh is the
that is the only path to ensuring accountability.”
Karnataka ‘gutka’ ban? CM DK

mastermind of this
massive land scam,
carried out for his

Ramesh made the remarks in response to a post by Madhya
Pradesh Congress President Jitu Patwari, who had publicly
called out the Chief Minister's continued silence on the

Shivakumar warns of total ban if pan

masala products contain drugs

New Delhi.(Agency)
Karnataka Chief Minister DK Shivakumar on Sunday warned of a

total ban on the sale of pan masalas and ‘gutka’ if intoxicating
substances are mixed and sold in pan masalas.Addressing a

massive audience at the 31st Foundation Day of the Rajiv
Gandhi University of Health
Sciences (RGUHS) and the
Nasha Mukt Bharat (Drug-Free
India) Conclave at Kanteerava
Stadium, Karnataka Chief
Minister said that the state is
willing to absorb the financial
hit. Even if a complete ban
costs the state treasury
roughly Rs100 crore in tax
revenue, public safety and
achieving a drug-free state
take absolute priority.In a
major escalation against drugs,
DK Shivakumar issued an
absolute ultimatum to tobacco
and chewable product
manufacturers. The state government is prepared to enforce an
outright blanket ban on all pan masala, gutka, and areca nut
(supari) products if authorities discover any trace of illicit
narcotic substances being mixed into them.,

The Chief Minister revealed that the government has received
disturbing intelligence reports indicating that certain
manufacturers are intentionally lacing everyday tobacco items
with intoxicating substances. The illicit strategy is reportedly
designed to hook consumers by delivering a potent, drug-like
"kick" disguised as a standard tobacco buzz.

"I have received information that even products like pan masala
and gutka are now being mixed with substances that cause
intoxication," Shivakumar warned.

"If anyone is found adding even a small quantity of any
intoxicating substance to these products, | will make every
effort to see that they are banned in Karnataka.”

Mallikarjun Kharge takes oath as

12 pages F 3 ‘|

ansesost - R3JYa Sabha member after re-election

in Parliament

House: Congress

leaders Sonia
Gandhi and
Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra attend

ceremony
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New Delhi.(Agency)

Congress president Mallikarjun Kharge
was on Monday sworn in as a member
of the Rajya Sabha after being re-
clected to the Upper House.

The oath of office was administered to |
Kharge by Rajya Sabha Chairman and
Vice President C P Radhakrishnan in
his chamber at Parliament House. He
took the oath in Hindi and was seen
holding a copy of the Constitution
during the ceremony.

Vice President Radhakrishnan congratulated
Kharge and said the Upper House would
benefit from his long parliamentary
experience.

Following the oath- tdking Kharge said he
would continue to raise the concerns,

the occasion.

sincerity and conviction, while also holding
the government accountable. He reiterated
that these responsibilities would remain

central to his role in Parliament. responsibility.”

Senior Congress leaders, including Congress He thanked Vice President Radhakrishnan and
Deputy Chairman Harivansh for their

Parliamentary Party chairperson Sonia

Gandhi and Wayanad MP Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra, were present during the ceremony.
Union ministers J P Nadda, Kiren Rijiju,
Arjun Ram Meghwal,
Deputy Chairman Harivansh also attended

i In a post on social media platform X, the Vice

| President’s office confirmed that Kharge had
taken oath as a re-elected member of the
Council of States from Karnataka, sharing
photographs of the ceremony.

aspirations and voices of the people with Kharge also posted on X expressing gratitude

for the opportunity to continue serving as

Leader of the Opposition in the Rajya Sabha,

calling it a matter of “immense pride and

support, as well as Congress leadership
including Sonia Gandhi and Rahul Gandhi,
along with party colleagues and workers for
their continued backing.

He also expressed appreciation to leaders
across parties, particularly INDIA bloc
members, and said he looked forward to
stronger coordination during the upcoming
Monsoon Session of Parliament to ensure
greater accountability from the government.

Apart from Kharge, BJP leader Tarun Chugh,
and six other new members including
Jitendra Meghjibhai Kanzariya and
Mansingh Meraman Parmar (Gujarat), M
Nagaraja (Karnataka), Rajendra Hiralal Jain
(Maharashtra), Adhikarimayum Sharda
Devi (Manipur) and Alka Singh (Rajasthan),
also took oath.

and Rajya Sabha
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Dust storm blows through
Gurgaon, rain likely from July 1

Gurgaon.(Agency)

A dust storm swept across parts of the city around 4pm on
Sunday, even as India Meteorological Department (IMD)
forecast an active monsoon spell over the coming days.
The city recorded a maximum temperature of40.9°C and
aminimum of 30°C.According to IMD, light to moderate
rain is likely at isolated places on June 29 and July 1, with
rainfall activity becoming more widespread thereafter.
Heavy rain is expected at isolated places on July 2 and 3
across Haryana, accompanied by thunderstorms,
lightning and gusty winds of 40-50 kmph, with gusts
reaching up to 60 kmph from July 1. A yellow alert has
been issued for July 2 and 3.The weather is being
influenced by multiple active systems, including the
seasonal trough extending from Punjab to Bihar through
Haryana and a western disturbance over the region. IMD
said these conditions are favourable for the further
advance of the southwest monsoon over parts of
northwest India during the next two to three days.Despite
the approaching wet spell, heatwave conditions are likely
to persist at isolated places in Haryana until June 30.
Maximum temperatures are expected to remain largely
unchanged over the next three days before declining as
rainfall activity intensifies later in the week.

Call centre offering fake
weight-loss products raided in
Gurgaon’s Udyog Vihar, 3 held

Gurgaon.(Agency)
Three people, who posed as beauticians, dietitians and
doctors to gain the trust of customers to sell fake
medicines, were arrested.
The three women — Mandeep, Neha and Varsha — were
nabbed following a raid on a call centre in Udyog Vihar-5,
which allegedly defrauded people by selling fake weight-
loss medicines. “The accused cheated people in Gujarat of
crores of rupees and carried out similar frauds in several
other states,” a senior police officer said.
On June 26 , the Cyber Crime police station (west)
personnel conducted the raid and seized 102 mobile
phones, 150 SIM cards, 12 laptops and other electronic
evidence. Mandeep, a resident of Aya Nagar, Delhi,
currently stays in Gurgaon’s Chakkarpur; Neha is a
resident of Delhi’s Rangpuri; and Varsha, a resident of
Mainpuri, Uttar Pradesh, currently stays in Sushant Lok.
Police said the accused operated social media pages under
the name Curest Science and Wellness Pvt Ltd, where they
advertised herbal medicines claiming to help in weight
loss. “After people showed interest through the
advertisements, call centre executives contacted them and
convinced them to buy the products,” an officer said.
The accused allegedly assured customers that the
medicines would help reduce weight and promised a
100% refund if the products did not work. However, when
customers sought refunds, their calls and messages were
blocked, police said.Police said the mobile numbers used
in the fraud were allotted to company employees, while
the operation was allegedly controlled by its manager,
chief administrative officer, director-owner and other
associates.A case has been registered under relevant
sections at Cyber Crime police station (west). The police
team was led by SHO Sandeep Kumar (inspector) under
the supervision of ACP Gaurav Fogat.

Noida woman meets man
‘from US’ on matrimonial site,
cheated of Rs 9 lakh

)

News box

Noida.(Agency)

A 44-year-old was cheated out of over Rs 9 lakh by a
fraudster she met on a matrimonial website. The accused
posed as an American resident who was in need of
financial support due to a medical condition in order to
siphon funds from the woman.In her complaint, the Sector
36 resident told cops she had posted an advertisement on a
matrimonial website in April this year. She received a few
proposals and quickly ended up in contact with the
accused.The two of them communicated via WhatsApp
from April 1 to June 22. They had also spoken on the
phone.The accused posed as a doctor who owned a 3BHK
flat in Dallas, a city in the USA. He had allegedly offered
to marry her and provide her son with the opportunity of
studying in the USA once the woman’s divorce had
finalised.He later told her he had a medical condition and
needed money for continued treatment.

Biker who snatched chain from
woman held

Noida.(Agency)
A 32-year-old man has been arrested for allegedly
snatching a gold chain from a woman during her morning
walk in the Sector 113 area. The accused, Vijay Pratap
alias Raja Thakur, a resident of Auraiya, has 18 FIRs
lodged against him across police stations in Auraiya and
Noida, including under the Gangster Act.
The incident took place on June 22 at around 6.10am. VS
Yadav, a resident of Skytech Matrott in Sector 76, was out
walking with his wife near the T-point culvert in front of
Mahagun Modern when two men on a motorcycle came
from behind and snatched her gold chain, weighing 10
grams. The couple raised an alarm and gave chase but
could not apprehend the assailants. Yadav told police that
the pillion rider was wearing a white shirt and a white
gamcha.
An FIR was registered against two unknown persons
under Section 304(2) of the BNS and multiple teams were
formed to track them down. Using CCTV footage from
nearby areas, police identified one of the suspects. Vijay
Pratap was arrested on Sunday from the FNG service road
in Sorkha village in Sector 113.

Gurgaon’s heat divide: 12-year satellite data
reveals up to 8°C gap between wards

Gurgaon.(Agency)
A person living in Gurgaon’s Dwarka
Expressway corridor experiences surface
temperatures up to 8 degrees Celsius (°C)
higher than someone in Sushant Lok or
South City. A thermometer reading of 39°C
in Sector 43 can register as 44°C on the
ground in Sector 84 — a difference of
5°C.These differences are neither
anomalies nor are they entirely down to the
geography of a spot. Instead, they are
driven by a decade of unchecked
concretisation, vanishing green cover, and
the spread of heat-absorbing roads and
glass buildings.A 12-year ward-wise
analysis of satellite-derived land surface
temperature (LST) data, covering the
summer months of March through June
between 2015 and 2026, maps this divide
in granular detail. Conducted by climate
think-tank Envirocatalysts, the study
analysed imagery from Landsat 8 and 9
satellites at 30-metre resolution — each
data point represents a 30m x 30m patch of

ground — allowing a precise
neighbourhood-level assessment of
surface heat across the city’s municipal
wards.The findings show that where a
resident lives in the city can significantly
influence their heat exposure, with
neighbourhood-level differences often
exceeding the impact of year-to-year
weather variation. Crucially, the same
hotspots have persisted across the entire
study period, pointing to structural rather
than seasonal causes.The most extreme
heat is concentrated along the Dwarka
Expressway growth corridor, Old
Gurgaon, the industrial belts around
Khandsa and Udyog Vihar, and parts of the
DLF-Sushant Lok area. Every ward in
Gurgaon has become warmer since 2015,
but the pace has been sharply uneven. The
widest temperature gap was recorded in
2019, when surface temperatures in Ward
24, covering Sihi and sectors 83, 84 and 88,
along the Dwarka Expressway, were nearly
8°C higher than in Ward 33.Ward 24 also

recorded the highest average summer LST
in 2026 at 44.1°C. It also holds the highest
single reading in the entire dataset —
56.73°C in May 2019, during what the data
identifies as Gurgaon’s most intense heat
year on record. The ward crossed 53°C on
multiple occasions in 2018 and 2019, years
when several parts of the city regularly
breached the 50°C mark during peak
summer months.Ward 8, which includes
Basai Village, Dhanwapur, Ram Vihar,
Surat Nagar Phase 2, and sectors 100-104,
and 37D, recorded the second-highest
average summer LST in 2026 and also the
sharpest warming trend of any ward over
the decade — rising by 3.6°C between
2015 and 2026.Wards 22 and 23, covering
areas such as Sushant Lok (Blocks A and
B), DLF Phases 4 and 5, Sectors 27, 42 and
43, along with Khandsa Village, Saraswati
Enclave, and Sector 10A, consistently
appeared among the city’s hottest wards.
Ward 19, covering the railway corridor
around Sectors 14, 15 and 31, was another

Desilting of main stormwater drain not done
yet, waterlogging fears rise in Gurgaon Sec 21

Gurgaon.(Agency)
With the monsoon approaching, residents
of Sector 21 fear that the colony could face
severe waterlogging if the desilting
of'akey stormwater drain— which is
facing delays — is not completed
immediately. Despite repeatedly
flagging the issue with GMDA
officials over the past six months, no
work has begun on the ground.
Residents said around 800 metres of
the main drain — from Shalapur T-
point to the Sector 21 market — has
not been desilted, raising
apprehensions that rainwater may
accumulate on roads and disrupt =
movement across a nearly 2.5-km
stretch serving around 1,650 plotted
houses. “It is time for action to replace
assurances,” RWA president Prakash
Lamba told TOIL.

Besides drain cleaning, residents are
awaiting repairs to damaged wire-mesh
fencing along sectors 21-22 and sectors 22-
23 roads and construction of a concrete

pavement around the Shalapur T-point —
works that have been pending for nearly
three years.

“Desilting the drain is a relatively small

intervention that could be completed within
days but would significantly reduce the risk
of flooding during heavy rainfall. Any
delays in executing the work could leave
= residents facing avoidable

' hardship during the rainy season,”
said RWA general secretary KL
Sharma, adding that they are no
i longer seeking assurances but
' timely action.Meanwhile, a
~ GMDA official said, “We are
=~ already taking up desilting of
surface drains and removal of
debris across the city as part of
pre-monsoon preparedness. [fany
portion of the drain in Sector 21
has been left out, our team will
inspect the site and take up the
desilting work on priority. We will ensure
that the pending stretch is cleaned at the
earliest to facilitate smooth stormwater

Stray cattle damage vehicles in
Sushant Lok-1, pose safety risk

Ghaziabad.(Agency)
Residents of Sushant Lok-1 have
complained about stray cattle in the colony,

saying that they are damaging property,

leaving roads littered with dung and
creating a constant fear of accidents.
Despite complaints to the
authorities, they claim the problem
remains unresolved.

From early morning till late
evening, herds of cattle can be seen
moving through the colony's
internal roads. Residents allege that
many of the animals are abandoned
by their owners, while others gather |
after being fed on roadsides.“There
is hardly a day when we don’t come
across stray cattle on our streets.
Bulls have fought in the middle of
residential roads, damaged -electricity
meters installed on poles and hit parked
vehicles. Children, the elderly and even
motorists are at risk. The dung left behind

tE)

also creates unhygienic conditions,” said
Ashok Dalwani, general secretary of the
Sushant Lok RWA.

Residents said they are not against the

welfare of cattle but believe they should be
housed in gaushalas instead of being left to
roam on public roads, where they endanger
both people and traffic.“We have written to

the deputy commissioner, the municipal
commissioner and several other authorities.
We have also sent reminders, but no
effective action has been taken. The
problem continues to grow, and
.1 residents are worried that a serious
| accident could happen if the cattle
- are not removed,” said Deepak
“" Verma, RWA president.

When contacted, Puran Singh
Yadav, vice-chairman of Haryana
Gau Seva Aayog, said the state is
working on a uniform framework
for stray cattle management. “A
common policy is being prepared
to streamline the rescue and
rehabilitation of stray cattle. A
separate tender will be floated after
a detailed assessment. Until the
new system is in place, municipal bodies,
including the MCG, will continue carrying
out rescue operations under their existing
arrangements,” he said.

recurring hotspot.At the other end of the
scale, wards 32 and 33, which include
Sector 7, Sector 7 Extension, Shivpuri,
New Colony, Krishna Colony, Jyoti Park,
Housing Board Colony, Laxman Vihar
Phases 1 and II, Sector 4 and Cancon
Enclave, consistently ranked among the
coolest parts of the city, despite being
densely built-up urban neighbourhoods.
Ward 2, covering DLF Cyber Hub, DLF
Phase 2, Udyog Vihar, Sarhaul and
Dundahera, also remained comparatively
cool throughout the study period.In 2026,
ward 33 recorded an average summer LST
of 39.1°C against Ward 24’s 44.1°C — a
gap of more than 5°C within the same city.
In several earlier years, that difference
widened further, approaching 8°C during
peak summer months.Ward 8 recorded the
steepest rise at 3.6°C over the decade.
Ward 24 followed at 2.71°C. Wards 3 and
4, covering Carterpuri, Palam Vihar
Extension and sectors 21 to 23A, warmed
by2.5°Cand2.3°C, respectively.

After fire safety push in
condos, RWAs flag high costs,
lack of residents’
cooperation, old infra

Noida.(Agency)
Following the Ghaziabad
administration’s order to RWAs and
AOAs to tighten fire safety measures in
societies, resident bodies have flagged
major hurdles in meeting the norms,
including the high cost of maintaining
firefighting systems, ageing electrical
infrastructure, conducting regular
audits and drills, and keeping
emergency exits free from
encroachments.At a review meeting
earlier this month, the administration
ordered RWAs to appoint two trained
firefighters per residential society on
12-hour shifts, regularly inspect and
maintain fire-water pipelines to ensure
adequate emergency supply, and keep
staircases and evacuation passages
clear. The order followed a series of fire
incidents, including the April 29 blaze at
Gaur Green Avenue in Indirapuram,
which spread across eight flats on five
floors.With accountability now being
fixed for lapses that lead to fire
incidents, RWAs said they were under
growing pressure to upgrade safety
systems but claimed the financial
burden often falls on residents, who are
reluctant to bear the costs.“Fire safety is
essential, but convincing residents to
pay foritremains a challenge,” said
Amit Silawat, secretary of Uninav
Heights in Raj Nagar Extension. The
society recently spent nearly Rs 6 lakh
repairing firefighting equipment from
its maintenance account, triggering
objections from residents over the
necessity of the expenditure. Silawat
noted that ground- and first-floor
residents often questioned their
contribution, arguing they faced lower
fire risk.The compliance challenge is
compounded by governance gaps. Fire
NOCs are valid for three years, but RWA
representatives are elected annually.
“By the time we fully understand the
issues and start addressing them, it is
almost time for the next election,”
Silawat said.According to AOA
representatives, the problem originates
at the handover stage. Rahul Baliyan,
president of KDP Grand Savanna in Raj
Nagar Extension, said developers often
secure occupancy .

Secret meets, WA ’rex’rs: Noida unrest o

Noida.(Agency)
Police have told court that the April
13 industrial unrest in the city —
marked by arson, violence and
attacks on police — was not a
spontaneous workers’ outburst but a
“well-planned conspiracy”
orchestrated by a core group that |
held secret meetings, circulated |
inflammatory messages and |
mobilised factory workers across
the industrial belt.The claim was |
made in voluminous chargesheets
filed before the ACIM court against :
89 accused in three key FIRs lodged | "4
at Phase II police station. Overall,
the documents stitched together the
police version of how the labour
agitation escalated into one of
Noida’s most serious industrial
flashpoints in recent years.Seven
persons were described as “main
conspirators” — Aakriti Choudhary,
Shrishti Gupta, Manisha Choudhan,
Aditya Anand, Satyam Verma, Himanshu
Thakur and Rupesh Roy. They were named
in all three FIRs under charges ranging
from criminal conspiracy, rioting, assault
on public servants and arson to attempt to
murder.The unrest had erupted amid
simmering tension over layoffs and labour

rights in the industrial cluster. It began as
mobilisation outside factories, but
spiralled into pitched clashes where public
property was damaged and vehicles were
set ablaze.In FIR 163, police have
chargesheeted 10 persons and listed 77
witnesses. In FIR 164, originally against
1,500-2,000 unidentified people, 45 have
been named with 88 witnesses. FIR 165
named 34 accused and invoked the gravest

charges,
grievous hurt to public servants and
mischief by fire.The chargesheet also
claimed that Aditya Anand, administrator
of a workers” WhatsApp group at Richa

including attempt to murder,

Global, allowed and circulated
“provocative messages” to trigger protests.
“He convened regular meetings with co-
accused and was present at the protest
sites,” the document said, adding that call

detail records showed he was in Noida on
April 10 and 11.Satyam Verma, police
alleged, played a “key role” in mobilising
workers and pushing RWPI-linked
ideology.

‘planned consplucy say police
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Who was Debosmita Paul, the Delhi University
professor found dead in a locked East Delhi flat?

New Delhi: The death
of Assistant Professor in
the Department of English
at Shivaji College, Dr
Debosmita Paul, has drawn
attention not only because

P Vit

of the circumstances under
investigation but also
because of her distin-
guished academic career.
She was found dead at
Satyam Apartments in
Vasundhara Enclave East
Delhi where she lived
alone whole her husband
lives in Bengaluru. It was
Paul's sister Devarati who

called the police at New

Ashok Vihar station to

inform of the death. The

flat was locked from out-

side and Paul wasn't

answering her phone since
1 iy

morning. A scholar o

English literature, Paul
dedicated much of her pro-
fessional life to teaching,
research, and mentoring
students. She completed
her undergraduate studies
at Maharaja Agrasen
College before pursuing a
postgraduate degree from
Barkatullah University. She

NAME CHANGE
I, MAHI NIGAR W/O SHAHID ALI
Residing at HOUSE NO E-74 E-BLOCK
NEW SEELAMPUR, North East Delhi
110053 have changed my name to
MAHE NIGAR for all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
1, Mohd Jubair S/O Nanhe Ansari RIO
D-40 Masjid Parewali Ambedkar
Colony Chattarpur South Delhi, Delhi
110074 |, Have Changed My name To
Juber Ansari

NAME CHANGE
I, RAHUL S/O CHHOTEY LAL
SAGAR Residing at HOUSE NO
237 STREET NO-11 PHASE-09
SHIV VIHAR KARAWAL NAGAR
North East Delhi 110094 have
changed my name to RAHUL
SAGAR for all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, SHAHID MOHD S/O KAISHER
ALI Residing at HOUSE NO E-74 E-
BLOCK NEW SEELAMPUR, North
East Delhi 110053 have changed
my name to SHAHID ALI for all
future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
| Akhilesh  S/o Subhash Chandra
Sachan, R/O H No - D-196/A, Block D,
Gali No 10, Near Shiv Mandir , Ext 2,
Nangloi, West Delhi, Delhi 110041
have changed my name to Akhilesh
Kumar Sachan for all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
| sonia Rani w/o jitender khanna
address: block b9 House no 5 & 6 dou-
ble storey Ramesh nagar delhi 110015
have changed my name to Sonia
khanna for all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
| Rashi Gupta D/O Shyam Pal
Gupta, R/O H No- D-196/A, Block D,
Gali No 10, Ext 2, Nangloi, West
Delhi, Delhi 110041 have changed
my name to Rashi Gupta Sachan for
all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
| Virean, S/O , R/O A-277,
Dwarkadish Enclave, Sector-26,
Rohini, Sector-7, Delhi-110085 have
changed my name to Virean
Chauhan for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, AAISHA BEGUM W/O MOHD
AFTAR R/O House No-825 HAVELI
AZAM KHAN CHITLI QABAR JAMA
MASJID DELHI - 110006 Have
Changed My Name To AYESHA
BEGUM Permanentity.

NAME CHANGE

I, Mohammad Muazzan Khan /
Mohammad Moazzam S/O Mohd
Aslam Khan R/O House No-3619 3rd
Floor Khan Manzil Netaji Subhash
Marg Darya Gang Delhi-110002
Have Changed My Name To Mohd
Muazzam Khan Permanently

NAME CHANGE
I, ZAHID MALIK S/O MOHAMMAD
AABID residing at H NO-116/2, FIRST
FLOOR, GALI NO-1, ARAM PARK,
SHASTRI NAGAR, DELHI-110031
have changed my name to MD ZAHID
MALIK for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE

I, MD ABID MALIK S/O MOHAM-
MAD EBRAHIM residing at H NO-
116/2, FIRST FLOOR, GALI NO-1,
ARAM PARK, SHASTRI NAGAR,
DELHI-110031 have changed my
name to MOHAMMAD AABID for
all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE

I, SHAHJAHAN BEGUM / SHAH
JAHAN W/O MOHAMMAD AABID
residing at H NO-116/2, FIRST
FLOOR, GALI NO-1, ARAM PARK,
SHASTRI NAGAR, DELHI-110031
have changed my name to SHAHJA-
HAN for all future purposes.

PUBLIC NOTICE

It is for general information that I,
AVISH S/o BIJANDER SINGH R/o
HOUSE NO.203, GALI NO.11,
SINGHU BOARDER ROAD, BEES
SUTRI KARYAKRAM COLONY,
NARELA, NORTH WEST DELHI,
DELHI-110040, declare that name of|
mine has been wrongly written as
AVISHKAR RANDHAWA in my 10th
and 12th Class Educational
Documents. The actual name of mine
is AVISH respectively, which may be
amended accordingly. It is certified
that | have complied with other legal
requirements in this connection

NAME CHANGE
I, NIRANJAN, S/O CHIRANJI LAL, RIO
HOUSE NO-493WARD  NO-11,
ROHATA PATTI, HODAL, PALWAL,
HARYANA-121106, HAVE CHANGED
MY NAME TO NIRANJAN CHAUD-
HARY FORALL FUTURE PURPOSES

NAME CHANGE

I, SHASHI BALA/ SHASHI BALA BHATI
/ SHASHI, WIO ISHWAR BHATI, RIO
RZF-610, SANJAY GANDHI MARG
RAJNAGAR PARY-2, PALAM COLONY,
SOUTH WEST DELHI,DELHK110077,
HAVE CHANGED MY NAME TO
SHASHI BHATI FOR ALL FUTURE
PURPOSES

later earned both her
M.Phil. and Ph.D. in
English from Jamia Millia
Islamia, establishing her-
self as a researcher in liter-
ary and cultural studies.
Over the years, Paul
became a familiar figure in
Delhi University's academ-
ic community. As a faculty
member at Shivaji College,
she taught English litera-
ture and contributed to
departmental activities,
research initiatives, and
student development.
Colleagues and students
knew her as an educator

deeply engaged with litera-
ture and its relationship
with society and history.
Her research interests
included literary criticism,
cultural studies, and the
study of memory and iden-
tity through literature.
Most recently, she was
associated with a
University of Delhi-funded
research project titled
“Revisiting Partition Paul
wasn't answering her
phone since morning. A
scholar of English litera-
ture, Paul dedicated much
of her professional life to

teaching, research, and
mentoring students. She
completed her undergrad-
uate studies at Maharaja
Agrasen College before
pursuing a postgraduate
degree from Barkatullah
University. She later
earned both her M.Phil.
and Ph.D. in English from
Jamia Millia Islamia, estab-
lishing herself as a
researcher in literary and
through Art and
Literature,” which exam-
ined how the Partition of
India continues to be rep-
resented and understood

Faridabad man dies after drinking
packaged drink to break fast

Faridabad: A 33-year-
old man from Faridabad
died after allegedly falling
seriously ill shortly after
consuming a packaged
fruit drink while breaking
his fast, prompting the
police to launch an investi-
gation into the circum-
stances surrounding the
death. However, authori-
ties said the exact cause of
death will only be known
after the post-mortem
report is received. The
deceased has been identi-
fied as Ankush, a resident
of Hanuman Nagar in
Faridabad. According to
family members, he was
observing a fast on
Thursday and consumed a
packet of Frooti along with
other family members
while breaking it at home.
Soon after drinking the
beverage, Ankush report-
edly complained of severe

NAME CHANGE

I, AJAY SINGH CHAUHAN, S/O
BANI SINGH, R/O H.NO-108,GALI
NO-9, TILPAT VISTAR, SURYA
VIHAR PHASE-1, AMARNAGAR,
FARIDABAD, HARYANA-121003,
HAVE CHANGED MY NAME TO
AJAY KUMAR FOR ALL FUTURE
PURPOSES

NAME CHANGE
I, RUCHI GOEL W/O SUNIL GOEL,
R/O HOUSE NO-142, SECTOR-
4,URBAN ESTATE, GURGAON,
HARYANA-122001, HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME TO RUCHI
FOR ALL FUTURE PURPOSES

NAME CHANGE
,SUHANI GOEL D/O SUNIL GOEL,
R/O HOUSE NO-142, SECTORA,
URBAN ESTATE, GURGAON,
HARYANA-122001, HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME TO SUHANI
FORALL FUTURE PURPOSES

NAME CHANGE

I, NASIM AHMAD ANSARI S/o
NOOR MOHAMMAD R/o D-76, Band
Gali, Nr. Saeedia Masjid, Chauhan
Banger, Delhi-110053, have changed
my name from NASIM AHMAD
ANSARI to NASEEM AHMED per-
manently

NAME CHANGE
1, SUNITA GHABRU W/o Dhruv Dev
Ghabru R/o Flat No.2, Kalyani
Apartment, Plot No.31, Sector-4,
Dwarka, Delhi-110078, have changed
my name to SUNITA KUMARI
GHABRU permanently.

NAME CHANGE
| SALEEM KHAN S/O SAMSUDDIN
R/O MEENA NAGAR KOSI KALAN
BARHANA DIST MATHURA UTTAR
PRADESH 281403 have changed
my name to SALIM Permanently for
all Future purpose

NAME CHANGE
I NAFEESA W/O SALIM R/O MEENA
NAGAR KOSI KALAN MATHURA
UTTAR PRADESH 281403 have
changed my name to NAFIYA
Permanently for all Future purpose

NAME CHANGE
| BHIM SINGH S/O MADAN LAL
TANWAR R/O 85A/1 NEAR PRIMA-
RY SCHOOL KHIZRABAD NEW
FRIENDS COLONY DELHI 110025
have changed my name to BHIM
SINGH TANWAR Permanently for all
Future purpose

NAME CHANGE
I MADAN LAL S/O TAK CHAND
R/O 85 A /1 NEAR PRIMARY
SCHOOL KHIZRABAD NEW
FRIENDS COLONY DELHI 110025
have changed my name to MADAN
LAL TANWAR Permanently for all
Future purpose

NAME CHANGE
I KU ANJANA  MISRA W/O VIPIN
KUMAR R/O K1/153 PEEPAL WALA
ROAD NEAR VAISHNO DEVI
MANDIR,MOHAN GARDEN UTTAM
NAGAR DELHI 110059 have changed
my name to ANJANA SHUKLA
Permanently for all Future purpose

NAME CHANGE
I JAI KISHAN S/O SHANTI LAL
VERMA R/O, D-1- 36 , MANSHA
RAM PARK UTTAM NAGAR DELHI -
110059 have changed my name to
JAI KISHAN VERMA Permanently for
all Future purpose

NAME CHANGE
I, Sanna D/O Devendra Singh R/O
H.No-99A G T Road, Bonjha Navyug
Market, Ghaziabad, Ghaziabad,
Ghaziabad, Uttar Pradesh - 201001,
have changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as Sanna Singh

NAME CHANGE
I, LAXMI NARYAN PANDEY mother
of No-15414151K, Rank-HAV, Name-
PANKAJ KUMAR PANDEY residing
at VILL-KASHIYARI, PO-KONI,
TEHSIL-JAWA, DIST-REWA, MAD-
HYA  PRADESH-486447 have
changed my name from LAXMI
NARYAN PANDEY to LAXMI
NARYAN PANDEY for all future pur-
poses vide Affidavit dated 29/06/2026
before Notary Public, Delhi.
NAME CHANGE

| hitherto known as VANDANA W/O
SUNIL BHANDARI R/O 2442 Ground
Floor, Hudson Line, Kingsway Camp,
GTB Nagar, North West Delhi, Delhi-
110009 have changed my name and
shall hereafter be known as VAN-
DANA BHANDARI.

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that |,
HARBEER SINGH S/O KISAN
SINGH R/O K-79, Defence Enclave,
Mahipal Pur, Po: Mahipalpur, Dist;
South West Delhi, Delhi-110037
declare that name of my minor son
has been wrongly written as KARTIK
SINGH in my minor son namely KAR-
TIK TALAN aged 15 years in his
school records. The actual name of
my minor son is KARTIK TALAN
which may be amended accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
I, MEENU SINGH CHAUHAN W/O
BALJEET SINGH CHAUHAN resid-
ing at H.NO-7/28, SECOND FLOOR,
BACK SIDE, EAST PATEL NAGAR,
CENTRAL DELHI, DELHI-110008
have changed my name to MEENU
SINGH for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
| KAPIL DEV W/O RAMESH
CHANDER R/o 23 ADHCHINI NEW
DELHI AUROBINDO MARG,
MALVIYA NAGAR-110017 have
changed my name to KAPIL MANN
For all purposes.

NAME CHANGE
| sonia Rani w/o jitender khanna
address: block b9 House no 5 & 6
double storey Ramesh nagar delhi
110015 have changed my name to
Sonia khanna for all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, Ajay Prasher S/O DeshRaj R/O 38/A
Old Roshan Pura Najafgarh South
West Delhi, Delhi 110043 |, Have
Changed My Name To Ajay Parashar

NAME CHANGE
| DILRAJ legally father of Army no -
17013788A Rank - NK, Name -
CHAUDHARI RAMESHWAR DILRAJ,
Presently Residing At - KHADAKDE-
VA.BU Post- KHADAKDEVABU, Teh -
PACHORA, Dist - JALGAON, Pin -
424201 State- MAHARASHTRA have
changed my name DILRAJ to DILRAJ
PANDURANG TELI for all future pur-
poses, in my son’s service records my
date of birth wrongly mentioned as
01/06/1957 instead of my correct date of
birth as 01/06/1953 vide affidavit dated
29/06/2026 before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that I, MD
Salim S/O Taj Mohammad R/O H NO-J-
11-361/6, Sangam Vihar, South Delhi
110062, declare that the name of mine
has been wrongly written as MD Saleem
in my minor son's (Aleem (aged 13
years) birth certificate and education
documents. the actual name of mine is
MD Salim which may be amended
accordingly.
NAME CHANGE

| UMA CHAUDHARY legally wife of|
Amy no-17013788ARank - NK, Name
- CHAUDHARI RAMESHWAR DIL-
RAJ, Presently Residing At -
KHADAKDEVA BU Post- KHADAKDE-
VABU, Teh - PACHORA, Dist - JAL-
GAON, Pin - 424201 State- MAHA-
RASHTRA have changed my name
UMA CHAUDHARY to UMARAMESH-
WAR CHAUDHARI for all future purpos-
es, Vide affidavit dated 29/06/2026
before Notary Public, Delhi .

NAME CHANGE

I NIRMALA legally mother of Army no -
17013788A Rank - NK, Name -
CHAUDHARI RAMESHWAR DILRAJ,
Presently Residing At - KHADAKDE-
VABU Post- KHADAKDEVABU, Teh -
PACHORA, Dist - JALGAON, Pin -
424201 State- MAHARASHTRA have
changed my name NIRMALA to NIR-
MALABAI DILRAJ TELI for all future
purposes, in my son's service records
my date of birth wrongly mentioned as
01/06/1969 instead of my correct date of|
birth as 01/01/1968 vide affidavit dated
29/06/2026 before Notary Public, Delhi.
NAME CHANGE
I AATIFA W/O MOHD FARHAN
JUMLANA R/O 2114 GALI QASIM-
JAN AHATA KALEY SAHIB , have
changed my name to ATIFA for all
future purpose.

stomach pain and began
vomiting. His condition
deteriorated rapidly, rela-
tives told the police during
questioning. Alarmed by
his worsening health, fami-
ly members rushed him to
a nearby private hospital
for treatment. Doctors
there referred him to
Badshah Khan  Civil
Hospital because of the
seriousness of his condi-
tion. After examining him,
doctors at the civil hospital
advised that he be shifted
to Delhi’s Safdarjung
Hospital for advanced med-
ical care and further treat-
ment. However, before he
could be taken to the
national capital, Ankush’s

NAME CHANGE

| ANURADHA legally mother of Army
No-2807527L, RANK- HAV, NAME-
JANWEKAR SHYAM BABANRAO,
Presently Residing At 91, Adarsh
Pragati Coloney, Post - Umred Road,
District - Nagpur, Tehsil - Nagpur,
State Maharashtra have changed my
name ANURADHA to ANURADHA
BABAN JANWEKAR for all future
purposes, in my son’s service records
my date of birth wrongly mentioned as
24/02/1950 instead of my correct date
of birth as 15/02/1951 vide affidavit
dated 29/06/2026 before Notary
Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
| DEEPAK SINGH BHADOURIA S/0
Gopal Singh Bhadouria R/0 L.I.G Flat
No 675 Second Floor Sanjay Enclave
Adarsh Nagar Delhi 110033 Changed
my name to DEEPAK SINGH

NAME CHANGE
| DINESH SINGH RAGHAV S/O
RAJVEER SINGH RAGHAV R/O
PLOT NO 262-A/1KH NO .18/14 VIL-
LAGE BEGAMPUR CITY DELHI-
110086 have changed my name to
DINESH RAGHAV Permanently for
all Future purpose

NAME CHANGE
I, MOHAMMAD SAQIB S/O MOHD
SHAFI residing at H NO-5323, GALI
YAQOOB WALI, KUCHA REHMAN,
CHANDNI CHOWK, DELHI-110006
have changed my name to MOHD
SAQIB for all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
1, AYESHAW/O MOHD SAQIB resid-
ing at H NO-5323, GALI YAQOOB
WALI, KUCHA REHMAN, CHANDNI
CHOWK, DELHI-110006 have
changed my name to AYSHA HUS-
SAIN for all future purpose.
Lost & Found

I, Pradeep Nagaraj S/O K N Nagaraj
R/O J1404 Aditya Celebrity Homes
Sector -76 Noida Uttar Pradesh, have
Lost my original House Sale Deed of
our house 19 & 20, 7th Cross
Malleswaram, Bangalore. A complaint
in this regard has been registered,
L.R .No. 20260000631065. If found
request to return the same to the
above mentioned address

PUBLIC NOTICE

This is to inform you that Mr. Amit
Kumar Chauhan and Mr. Bhoj Raj
Chauhan both owners of Built up
Front Rights Side Portion on Third
Floor, Pvt. No. D-2, L-Corner, with
roof rights, Area Measuring 50 Sq.
Yds., i.e. 41.8 Sq. Mtrs., Plot No.
146, Part of Khasra No.
105/27/1/1, Situated in the area of
Village Burari, Delhi, abadi known
as Gali No. 116, B-Block, Sant
Nagar, Burari, Delhi-110084, vide
Sale Deed dated 23.05.2026 exe-
cuted by Mr. Naresh Kumar and
Mr. Himanshu Goel, , SRO |
Kashmere Gate, as Doc. No.
2026/19/1/6370, Book No. 1, Vol.
No. 13788 on Pages No. 101-120,
on 23.05.2026 & Rectification
Deed dated 25.06.2026, as Doc.
no. 2026/19/1/8063, BK-I, Vol. no.
13948, pages 165-172, in SRO- I-
Delhi, on dt. 25.06.2026 regarding
correct Payment Details and cor-
rect Plot no. The said property is
free from all kinds of litigation,
encumbrances, liens, charges, or
third-party claims. Further, please
note that the Customer intends to
avail a home loan from Bajaj
Housing Finance Ltd., Gurgaon
Branch, Subhash Nagar, Delhi, for|
the purchase of the said property. If
any person(s) objection & regard-
ing subject property, then kindly
may submit his/her objection within
the Notice in writing. The said
objection may be kindly sent to the
undersigned by way of the
Registered Post on the address
given below and by E-mail. failing
which, the claim as per aforesaid
shall be treated as null and void in
respect of the subject property.
[ASHWANI KUMAR] Advocate
Chamber No. 122,
Tehsil Compound,
Ghaziabad, U.P.
kumar2021ashwani@gmail.com

condition worsened fur-
ther and he died while
being transported, accord-
ing to his family members.
The Khedi Pul police sta-
tion SHO Devendra Singh
said the police received
information from
Sarvodaya Hospital at
around 1.30 am regarding
the death. During prelimi-
nary questioning, the fami-
ly informed the police that
Ankush had fallen ill after
consuming the packaged
drink while breaking his
fast.

NAME CHANGE
I, MOHAMMAD AFZAAL SON OF :
MOHD  IRFAN ADDRESS : A-
138 BLOCK-A, OLD SEEMAPURI,
SHAHDARA, DELHI 110095, have
changed my name to MOHD AFZAAL.

NAME CHANGE
I, MOHAMMAD IRFAN SON OF :
ABDUL GAFUR ADDRESS : A-
138,BLOCK-A, OLD SEEMAPURI,
SHAHDARA, DELHI 110095, have
changed my name to MOHD IRFAN.

NAME CHANGE
I, MOHAMMAD QASIM SON OF :
MOHAMMAD  ISMAIL ADDRESS :
HOUSE NO.A-259, OLD SEEMA-
PURI, SHAHDARA, DELHI 110095,
have changed my name to MOHD
QASIM MALIK.

NAME CHANGE
|, Sarjeet S/o medi R/o Village
Dhana, House No-115, Dhana(138),
Mewat, Haryana-122508 have
changed my name to Sarjil for all
future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
|,Hameed s/o Dalpat R/o House No-131,
Ferozepur Jhirka, Mewat, Haryana-
122104 have changed my name to
Hamid for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
| PRIYANKA KAIN w/o PAWAN
KUMAR r/o 4/B BLOCK DDA FLATS,
PRIYADARSHINI VIHAR, DELHI-
110092. Have changed my name to
PRIYANKA GAUTAM.

NAME CHANGE
IPRAYAS S/O BIJENDER R/O HNO-
480, VPO BAHUAKBARPUR ROHTAK
HARYANA 124001, CHANGED MY
NAME TO PRAYAS BALHARA.

NAME CHANGE
I, NO-2611905M Rank-HAV Name-
BAJI BABU TUMMA residing at H
NO-4-292, VILL-YETRAVARIPALEM,
PO+TEHSIL-KARLAPALM, DIST-
GUNTUR, ANDHRA PRADESH-
522111 have changed my mother’s
name from T JAYALAXMI to TUMMA
JAYA LAXMI for all future purposes
vide Affidavit dated 29/06/2026 before
Notary Public Delhi.

Name Declaration
| dheera w/o Sumit Kumar R/o LS
29, MALIBU TOWNE, NEAR MAL-
IBU ARCADE, SECTOR-47,
SOUTH CITY-2, GURGAON,
HARYANA 122018 Hereby declare
that my full name is Dheera Sharma
, and | am known by this name

PUBLIC NOTICE

Information is hereby given to the
general public that our client Mrs.
Munni Devi W/o Late Ramesh
Chander is the owner and in pos-
session of a Freehold Residential
Built-Up Property Bearing no. 62,
Land area measuring 75 Sq.
Yards, Out of Khasra No. 38/6/1,
6/4, 7, 14 TO 17, 24 and 25,
Situated in the area of Village
Nangloi Jat, Delhi and Colony
Known as Yadav Park, in Block-B,
Nangloi, Delhi. Our client acquired
the said property by virtue of a
Relinquishment Deed dated
11.05.2026, Vide Doc No.
2026/6/1/3719, Book No. 1, Vol No.
7210, Page No. 51-72, on dated
11.05.2026 at SR-West Punjabi
Bagh., in the chain documents
below mentioned document not
available i.e., (1) SMC of late Mr.
Hazara Singh., (2) Death
Certificate & SMC of late Ramesh
Chander & (3) SMC of Late Mr.
Harish Chander Therefore, our
client hereby declares that except
him, no other person has any right,
title, interest, claim or objection in
respect of the above-mentioned
property. And same property sold
to be Mrs. Shashi Sharma and the
said property is presently financed
/ mortgaged with Piramal Finance
Ltd., Branch Narela New Delhi. If
any person(s) have any
objection(s) or claim(s) with
respect to the' right, title or interest
in the Said Property then contact
us within 07 days from the date of|
Publication of this notice and or the
same to the undersigned if found
by anyone. Thereafter no claim
shall be entertained
[NAVEEN KUMAR VERMA]
Advocate
F-211, Sector-3,
Vaishali, Ghaziabad,
Uttar Pradesh-201010
(Contact at 09958871432)

through creative works.
Publicly available informa-
tion about Paul's personal
life remains limited. Police
officials have stated that
she was living alone in her
Delhi residence. It was
her sister who alerted
authorities after being
unable to contact her, lead-
ing to the discovery that
has now become the sub-
ject of an ongoing investi-
gation. As investigators
work to establish the cir-
cumstances surrounding
her death, members of the
academic community are
remembering Debosmita
Paul for her contributions
to teaching and scholar-
ship, and for a career
devoted to the study of lit-
erature and education.

BMW crash in Delhi: Court denies
bail to Gaganpreet Kaur, directs

preservation of CCTV footage

New Delhi: A Patiala House Court on Wednesday
denied bail to Gaganpreet Kaur, who was arrested in
connection with the fatal BMW crash that took place in
Delhi on September 14. The court has also issued a
notice on an application filed by Kaur’s counsel seeking
the preservation of CCTV footage from the accident
site. The matter is scheduled for hearing on Thursday.
Kaur, 38, a resident of Gurugram, was sent to two-day
judicial custody following her arrest on Monday. The
accident resulted in the death of Navjot Singh, a Deputy
Secretary in the Department of Economic Affairs.
Singh was riding a motorcycle with his wife when it was
allegedly hit by Kaur's BMW near Delhi’s Dhaula Kuan
area. While Singh died on the spot, his wife counsel
seeking the preservation of CCTV footage from the
accident site. The matter is scheduled for hearing on
Thursday. Kaur, 38, a resident of Gurugram, was sent to

two-day judicial custody-
sustained serious injuries.
According to Delhi Police,
medical reports con-
firmed that Kaur was not
under the influence of
alcohol at the time of the
crash. Her blood test
came back negative for
alcohol.

NAME CHANGE
| SADHANA RANA W/O RANBIR
SINGH RANA R/O 345/9-C, NAATAN
PANA, MUNGESH PUR, PO : QUTABA-
GARH, DIST: NORTH WEST DELHI,
DELHI-110039 HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO SADHNA RANA

NAME CHANGE
IRAMESH S/O Khimman, R/O H.NO-
188, Near Post Office, Gudadiya
Mohalla Village Sabhapur, KARAWAL
NAGAR, North East, Delhi - 110094
HAVE CHANGED MY NAME TO
RAMESH CHAND

NAME CHANGE
|, FAKRUDEEN S/o JUME KHAN, R/o
Village UMRI, P.O. Nagina, District
Nuh, Haryana-122108 have changed
my name to FAKHRUDIN for all future
purposes

NAME CHANGE
I, hitherto known as PUSHPA SING-
HAL, W/io SHYAM PRAKASH SING-
HAL, residing at House No. 139, Pocket-
10, Sector-20, Rohini, Delhi-110086,
have changed my name and shall here-
after be known as PUSHPA DEVI.

NAME CHANGE
| SHAHEEN BI D/o Jishan Ali
Residence of E12/103A, Hauz Rani,
Malviya nagar, Delhi 110017 Changing
my name to SHAHEEN.

NAME CHANGE

I, MOHAMMAD SHAMSHAD SON
OF ABDUL HAMID R/O H NO.B-123,
GALI NO-5, BHAGIRATHI VIHAR,
KARAWAL NAGAR, NORTH EAST,
DELHI-110094 HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME MOHD SHAMSHAD ALL
FUTURE PURPOSE

NAME CHANGE

I, MOHAMMAD SHAKIR SON OF
MOHAMMAD TAKIUDDIN R/O H
NO.B-66, GALI NO-3, PH-2, BHAGI-
RATHI VIHAR, GOKAL PUR, NORTH
EAST,  DELHI-110094  HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME MOHD
SHAKIR ALL FUTURE PURPOSE
AND HAVE CHANGED MY FATHER
NAME MOHD TAKIUDDIN ALL
FUTURE PURPOSE

NAME CHANGE

I, MOHAMMAD SAJID SON OF TAK-
IUDDIN R/O H NO.B-66, GALI NO-3,
PHASE-2, MAIN 33 FUTA ROAD,
BHAGIRATHI VIHAR, NORTH EAST,
DELHI-110094 HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME MOHD SAJID ALL FUTURE
PURPOSE

NAME CHANGE
1, MOHD SAFI SON OF FAJLU RAH-
MAN RO H NO.106, GALI NO-2,
KARDAMPURI EXTN, NORTH EAST,
DELHI-110094 HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME MOHD SHAFI ALL FUTURE
PURPOSE

NAME CHANGE

1, Kamal Mittal S/o Khazanchi Lal R/o
A-1/152A,UG Floor, Hastsal Road,
WZ-210,Dal Mill Road, Uttam Nagar,
New Delhi-110059 declare that my
name has been mentioned as Kamal
in my minor daughter's class10th
Marksheet/Certificate namely
Purvanshi aged 16 years but my cor-
rect name is Kamal Mittal which may
be amended accordingly.

NAME CHANGE

1, Neelam Mittal C/o Sh. Kamal Mittal
R/o A-1/152A,UG Floor, Hastsal
Road, WZz-210, Dal Mill Road, Uttam
Nagar, New Delhi-110059 declare
that my name has been mentioned as
Neelam in my Minor daughter’s class
10th Marksheet/Certificate namely
Purvanshi aged 16 years but my cor-
rect name is Neelam Mittal which may
be amended accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that |
Tannistha Ghosal D/o Tapan Kumar
Chatterjee and Ex. wife of Tanmoy
Ghosal, R/o Flat No-506, F-Block,
Gokul Krishna, Meghdoot Appt.,
Kadma, East Singhbhum, Jharkhand-
831005, declare that | got divorce
from my Ex. husband vide Court
Decree / SUIT NO 263 OF 2022
dated 11.11.2022. Further, | have
changed my name and shall hereafter
be known as Tannistha Chatterjee.
NAME CHANGE

I hitherto known as SHEEBA LAL wife
of Shri AMAN GUPTA residing at
House No. 64, F/F, Satya Niketan,
Opposite  Venkateswar College,
Nanakpura, Vasant Vihar, South Moti
Bagh, PO: Moti Bagh, District: South

NAME CHANGE
I, LUGMAN S/O MOHAR KHAN
residing at H NO-212, WARD NO-
4, HIDAYAT COLONY, NUH
MEWAT, HARYANA-122107 have
changed my name to LUKMAN for
all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
| Swaraj raj s/o raju Residence of
RZ V-74 sec A, bhagwati vihar
uttam nagar, Delhi 110059
Changing my name to SWARAJ
MANIKOTHE PATTOKARAN

NAME CHANGE
I MOHAMMAD SOHAIL S/0
Mohammad Samim R/0 RZ-59/350
Jagdamba Vihar Gali No12 West
Sagarpur Delhi 110046 Changed
my name to MOHD SOHAIL

NAME CHANGE

I, KANISH PAL S/O UDAYVIR
SINGH PAL R/O A-27/13 C, MATA
MANDIR GALI NO-4, MAUJPUR,
NORTH EAST DELHI, DELHI-
110053, | have changed my name
from KANISH PAL TO KARTIKEYA
PAL for all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
| SITABAI legally mother of Army
No. -JC461552X, Rank - Subedar,
Name - Chavan Navnath
Ramachandra, Presently Residing,
At - Awarde Post- Awarde, Teh -
PATAN Dist - SATARA, State-
MAHARASHTRA, Pin - 415014
have changed my name from
SITABAI to SITABAI RAMCHAN-
DRA CHAVAN for all future pur-
poses, in my son’s service records
my date of birth wrongly mentioned
as 08/01/1954 instead of my cor-

NEW DELHI
DATE: 29/6/2025

West Delhi, Delhi-110021, have rect date of birth as 01/01/1942

changed my name and shall hereafter vide affidavit dated 29/06/2026

be known as SHEEBA GUPTA. before Notary Public, Delhi.
NOTICE

Public at large is hereby informed that my client Mrs. Maya Devi is the owner
of House no. |-15/1394-A area measuring 45.98 sq. mtrs., out of Khasra
No.1596, I-Block & Gali no.15, situated at Unauthorized Colony Sangam
Vihar New Delhi. Initially, Mr. Vijay Pal Bhadana was the recorded owner of
entire property falls under Khasra No. 1596. who executed Regd. GPA dated
24.05.2002 in favour of Mr. Suresh Chand in respect of the said property.
Who executed GPA dated 18.04.2011 in favour of Mrs. Maya Devi in respect
of the said property That Conveyance Deed (PM Uday Cell) dated
24.08.2022 executed by POI in favour of Mrs. Maya Devi in respect of the
said property, duly Regd. Document No. 7978, in Book No.1, Volume No.
4853, Pages No. 8-15, on this dated 30.08.2022, SRO- V (A) Hauz Khas
Delhi. Now our above mentioned clients intends to mortgage the said immov-
able property for his bonafide requirements to Cholamandalam Investment
and Finance Company Ltd. Whosoever is having any objection to the said
mortgage or anyone has claim or right or interest in the property shall contact
the undersigned with the objection within 07 days failing which it shall be pre-
sumed that there stands no objections.

PRAGYA BHUSHAN ADVOCATE

Office: L-27,GF, Kailash Colony, New Delhi-48

Enrl. No. D/721/02

Mob.: 9968006418

NORTHERN RAILWAY

OPEN-E-TENDER NOTICE

the following work.

The Sr. Divisional Engineer-lll, Northern Railway, Delhi Division invites E-Tender for

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE is hereby given to public
at large that my client Sh. Ved
Prakash (75% Share) and 2) Smt.
Anju (25% Share) is the owner of
Property bearing Municipal No.
XVI1/10993, built upon Plot of Land
bearing No.205, measuring about
62 Sq. Yds., in Block 5-A, Khasra
No0.4584/1818, situated at Basti
Reghar, W.E.A., Karol Bagh, New
Delhi-110005 vide Sale Deed
dated 05.01.2026 which is regis-
tered as Doc no. 2026/24/1/141,
Book no. 1, Volume no. 23168,
Pages no. 37-72, dated
06.01.2026,SRO- Central Asaf Ali.
() and Intend to mortgage the
said property with Aditya Birla
Capital Ltd. If any person(s)
has/have any objection(s) or
claim(s) with respect to the right,
title or interest in the said property
may please contact us within 07
days from the date of this notice on
the number & address mentioned
herein below, failing which my
client(s) shall not be held responsi-
ble in any manner whatsoever.
Khaitan & Khaitan
Plot No. 100 ,1st floor
Okhla Phase lll, New Delhi
Ph. No: 011-49774545

Date of Birth Change

| SHARADA SHRAVAN CHAUDHARI
legally mother of Army no - 2806251N
Rank - NK, Name - CHOUDHARI
KIRAN SHRAVAN, Presently
Residing At - DORHALE Post-
KORHALE, Teh - RAHATA, Dist -
AHILYANAGAR, Pin - 423 107, State-
MAHARASHTRA have changed my
name from, in my son’s service
records my date of birth wrongly men-
tioned as 09/09/1959 instead of my
correct date of birth as 09/09/1960
vide affidavit dated 29/06/2026 before
Notary Public, Delhi.
Date of Birth Change

| SHRAVAN MADHAV CHOUDHARI
legally father of Army no - 2806251N
Rank - NK, Name - CHOUDHARI
KIRAN  SHRAVAN,  Presently
Residing At - DORHALE Post-
KORHALE, Teh - RAHATA, Dist -
AHILYANAGAR, Pin - 423 107, State-
MAHARASHTRA have changed my
name from, in my son’s service
records my date of birth wrongly men-
tioned as 09/09/1954 instead of my
correct date of birth as 01/01/1953
vide affidavit dated 29/06/2026 before
Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
| ANURADHA legally mother of Army
No-2807527L, RANK- HAV, NAME-
JANWEKAR SHYAM BABANRAO,
Presently Residing At 91, Adarsh
Pragati Coloney, Post - Umred Road,
District - Nagpur, Tehsil - Nagpur, State
Maharashtra have changed my name
ANURADHA to ANURADHA BABAN
JANWEKAR for all future purposes, in
my son’s service records my date of
birth wrongly mentioned as 24/02/1950
instead of my correct date of birth as
15/02/1951 vide affidavit dated
29/06/2026 before Notary Public, Delhi.

work

1 | Name|Annual Zone for P.E. 30.06.2027 for repair to service building new Delhi
of and other structure i.e. MSRR, TTRH, CPD sick line shed, Loco shed etc.
under SSE/W/NDLS/Stn. under ADEN/NDLS.

of work

2 | Approxcost |Rs. 1,49,99,084.06/- (Rupees One Crore Forty Nine Lakh Ninety
Nine Thousand Eighty Four and Six Paise Only)

3 | Earnest Money to be deposited | Rs 3,00,000.00/- (Rupees Three Lakh Only)

4 | Costoftenderdocument

Rs. 0.00/-

5 | Date & Time of submission of
tender bid and opening of
tender

22.07.2026 @ 15:00 Hrs.

6 | Website particulars where
complete details of tender
documents canbe seen

www.ireps.gov.in

7 | Allocation

04-410-32

e The tenderer/s must be registered on the Indian Railway E-Procurement system
(IREPS) site i.e. www.ireps.gov.in for participating in the e-tender system. e For all
terms and conditions please refer tender document. ¢ No manual offers are
acceptable. o Cost of tender document and Earnest money will be

acceptable through net banking or payment gateway only. No. 128-W/280/e %
Tender Notice/NIT/33/2026-27/W-3 Dated :- 25.06.2026 O]

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

2226/2026

NAME CHANGE
I, Saurav S/o. Ram Avtar Sharma R/o.
H. No-1/3484, Street No-6, Ram
Nagar Extension, Shahdara, Delhi-
110032 have changed my name to
Saurav Sharma for all future purposes

NAME CHANGE

| Ravi Yadav S/o Raj Singh Yadav R/o
House No.163, Ahir Mohalla, Post
Office Wali Gali, Near Post Office,
Nangloi, West Delhi, Delhi-
110041That | have changed the
name of my minor son aged 4 years
from Dravish Yadav to Dravish Singh
for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE

I, Name- NAVEEN KUMAR legal
father of VERONIC PANGHAL R/O
VILL-KAJI KA BASS, PO-KAJI, DIST-
JHUNJHUNU, RAJASTHAN-333031,
have changed my minor son’s name
from VERONIC PANGHAL to
VARNIK PANGHAL for all future pur-
poses vide affidavit dated 29/06/2026
Before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
| (SHAHEEN BI) D/o Jishan Ali
Residence of E12/103A, Hauz Rani,
Malviya nagar, Delhi 110017
Changing my name to SHAHEEN.

NAME CHANGE
I, Vikas Vishvkarma s/o Sudarshan
Vishwakarma R/o A-70, Dass
Garden, Baprola, West Delhi-110043
have changed my name to Vikas
Vishwakarma for all future purposes

NAME CHANGE
I, Veena Khanna w/o Rakesh
Kumar R/o 3047/D, Ranjeet
Nagar, New Delhi-110008 have
changed my name to Sangeeta for
all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, SHAHNAZ FATMA W/o Ali Hasan
R/o H.No.G-261, Gali NO.13/5,
Bhagirathi  Vihar, Delhi-110094,
have changed my name from
SHAHNAZ FATMA to SHEHNAZ
FATMA permanently.

NAME CHANGE
I, MOHAMMAD ABBAS S/o Ali
Hasan R/o H.No.G-261, Gali
NO.13/5, Bhagirathi Vihar, Delhi-
110094, have changed my name
from MOHAMMAD ABBAS to MD
ABBAS permanently.

NAME CHANGE
I, SANJEEV S/o Kamlesh Prasad R/o
Plot No.94, 2nd Floor, Block-E, Village
Hastsal, Om Vihar, Phase-5, Uttam
Nagar, D.K Mohan Garden, Delhi-
110059, have changed my name
from SANJEEV to SANJEEV
KUMAR permanently




New Delhi, Tuesday , 30 June 2026

NEWS BOX

29 Dead As Pakistan Carries
Out Ground Operation Along
Afghanistan Border

World.(Agency)
Pakistani security forces Sunday carried out a ground
operation along the Pakistan-Afghanistan border,
followed by "calibrated strikes" against militant
hideouts and safe havens, killing 29 fighters, officials
said.In a post on X, Information Minister Attaullah
Tarar said the operation was launched in response to
multiple militant attacks across the country. There was
no immediate response from Afghanistan.Pakistan has
witnessed a surge in militant attacks targeting police
and security forces in recent years. Authorities have
blamed the Pakistani Taliban, known as Tehrik-e-
Taliban Pakistan, or TTP, and allied militant groups for
most of the violence.
It comes a day after militants armed with guns and
explosives targeted the regional headquarters of the
paramilitary Rangers in the southern port city of
Karachi, killing three soldiers. Security forces killed
three attackers and arrested another assailant, whom
the military identified as an Afghan national in
wounded condition.Jamaat-ul-Ahrar, a breakaway
faction of the Pakistani Taliban, claimed responsibility
for the Karachi attack in a statement Saturday night.
Tarar said Pakistan's latest operation along the Afghan
border targeted hideouts and safe havens of the
Pakistani Taliban. The Pakistani Taliban are a separate
militant group from the Afghan Taliban, although the
two are allies. The Afghan Taliban returned to power in
neighboring Afghanistanin 2021.
The latest operations are likely to further strain already
tense relations between Islamabad and Kabul.
Sunday's cross-border strikes and ground operation
came less than three weeks after Pakistan's military
launched airstrikes on what it said were militant
hideouts in Afghanistan. They ended about a month of
relative calm following what Islamabad had described
as an "open war" between the neighboring countries,
despite international efforts to broker a lasting peace.

Hope Fades In Venezuela As
Death Count Nears 1,500
After Twin Earthquakes

World (Agency)

Emergency teams with rescue dogs were searching
Sunday for any remaining survivors of powerful twin
earthquakes that struck Venezuela, where the death toll
has surpassed 1,450 and nearly 200 buildings have
completely collapsed.A man and his teen son were
found alive under the rubble Sunday by French and
American rescue teams in Caraballeda, a town about 40
kilometers north of Caracas, AFP journalists saw. The
rescue offered a glimmer of hope in an ongoing tragedy
that has shaken a country already mired in an economic
crisis, but tens of thousands of people were still
reported missing and the critical 72-hour window for
rescuing trapped victims following a natural disaster
has now passed.Millions more people were feared to
lack sanitation and other basic needs after one of Latin
America's most devastating earthquake
disasters.Rescue teams from the United States, Mexico
and elsewhere scrambled to save people as desperate
residents dug by hand for relatives trapped in the
pancaked layers and rubble of collapsed apartments.

Some 774 buildings were badly damaged in back-to-
back quakes of magnitude 7.2 and 7.5 that struck on
Wednesday evening, including 189 buildings that have
totally collapsed, National Assembly President Jorge
Rodriguez said Sunday.In one of the worst-hit areas, the
coastal city of La Guaira, Hector Aguilera came to
search for four family members buried in the rubble.

'Certain Shortage': Putin
Flags Fuel Crunch After
Ukraine Strikes

world.(Agency)
Russian President Vladimir Putin acknowledged that
the country was suffering from "a certain shortage" of
fuel in an interview published by the Kremlin Sunday,
after repeated Ukrainian strikes in their four-year war.
Kyiv calls the attacks fair retribution for Russia's near-
daily barrages on Ukrainian civilians and energy
infrastructure since its February 2022 offensive.
"As for strikes against critical infrastructure in general,
and energy infrastructure in particular, of course these
attacks on our infrastructure facilities create problems,
that's obvious," said Putin."Right now we're observing
a certain shortage, but it's not critical."The main task
now, he said, was to increase Russian anti-aircraft
defence capacity and to ensure fuel supplies,
particularly to Crimea. In the interview, Putin also said
he was expecting a team of US negotiators to come to
Moscow to discuss ending the Ukraine war, once
Washington was no longer so preoccupied with Iran
and the Middle East conflict.The authorities in
Russian-annexed Crimea on Friday declared an
"emergency situation" over fuel shortages and power
cuts triggered by Ukrainian attacks on its logistics
chains and oil facilities. Russia annexed the territory
from Ukraine in 2014, a move not recognised by the
vast majority of countries.
A few hours earlier, in a speech to the United Russia
party congress, Putin had vowed to ensure security and
overcome challenges as Ukraine steps up its
retaliatory strikes inside Russia.'We are responding'
"Yes, we see the problems, we are aware of them and
are responding to them, but we will certainly ensure
the security of both the country and our citizens, as
well as the inviolability of Russia's borders," Putin
told party members. "We will undoubtedly overcome
all the challenges facing us today, including terrorist
attacks on our territory and infrastructure facilities,"
he added.
Putin's speech came hours after a Ukrainian drone
strike killed one person in Russia's southern
Krasnodar region and sparked a fire in a refinery,
according to regional governor Veniamin
Kondratyev.Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky
called the hit part of the "operations that weaken
Russia's ability to wage this war".

WORLD

The Sikh Times
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Washington says US, Iran

pausing strikes, talks t

Iran has not immediately
commented on the US
statement, and sources did
not confirm a US media
report that talks would
resume Tuesday in Qatar.

WASHINGTON.(Agency)
A US official said Sunday that Washington
and Tehran agreed to halt attacks after new
tit-for-tat strikes strained their interim deal,
with the sides planning to renew talks aimed
at ending the West Asia war.The exchanges
have underscored the fragility of a Pakistan-
brokered agreement to end the conflict that
has killed thousands and snarled the flow of
oil shipments through the vital Strait of
Hormuz.Although a ceasefire took effect in
April, sporadic violence has flared up in the

Gulf region, with traffic in the strait serving
as a regular flashpoint."Technical talks are
slated to continue on all areas of the MOU,"
a US official told AFP in an email late
Sunday, referring to the memorandum of
understanding struck between Washington
and Tehran."Both sides will stand down for

now and vessels can move freely" in and
around the Strait of Hormuz, the official
added.Iran has not immediately commented
on the US statement, and the US official did
not confirm a US media report that talks
would resume Tuesday in Qatar. Tehran has
insisted on controlling passage through the

o proceed

W vital strait, through which about a fifth of the

world's oil and liquefied natural gas travel in
peacetime. It did not have that control before
the war.Iran's top diplomat warned Sunday
that any attempt by ships to bypass its
preferred route through Hormuz would
"increase tensions" in West Asia.The strait
comprises Omani and Iranian territorial
waters, but under customary international
law the two cannot generally block passage
or charge tolls.Nevertheless, Iran prevented
most ships from using the narrow waterway
during the war, granting it enormous
economic leverage which it appears
reluctant to give up.Tehran's enforcement of
its control has sparked repeated flare-ups
with Washington, the latest of which came
early Sunday, when US Central Command
said it had attacked 10 Iranian military
targets over "continued Iranian aggression
against commercial shipping".Iran said it
retaliated with strikes against US bases in
Kuwait and Bahrain. Both Kuwait and
Bahrain denounced the Iranian attacks.

Pakistan launches cross-border strikes into Afghanistan
after Karachi attack, says 29 militants killed

ISLAMABAD. (Agency)
Pakistani security forces Sunday
carried out a ground operation along the
Pakistan-Afghanistan border, followed
by “calibrated strikes” against militant
hideouts and safe havens, killing 29
fighters, officials said.In a post on X,
Information Minister Attaullah Tarar
said the operation was launched in
response to multiple militant attacks
across the country.In Afghanistan,
government spokesperson
Zabihullah Mujahid said Pakistan's
attacks resulted in the deaths and
injuries of dozens of civilians,
including women and children.“We

strongly condemn this cowardly act =5

of aggression and consider it a crime
and an act of brutality,” he said.
Pakistan has witnessed a surge in
militant attacks targeting police and
security forces in recent years.
Authorities have blamed the Pakistani
Taliban, known as Tehrik-e-Taliban
Pakistan, or TTP, and allied militant
groups for most of the violence.

The security operation took place a day
after militants armed with guns and

explosives targeted the regional
headquarters of the paramilitary
Rangers in the southern port city of
Karachi, killing three soldiers. Security
forces killed three attackers and arrested
another assailant, whom the military
identified as an Afghan national in

wounded condition.Jamaat-ul-Ahrar, a
breakaway faction of the Pakistani
Taliban, claimed responsibility for the
Karachi attack in a statement Saturday
night.Tarar said Pakistan’s latest
operation along the Afghan border
targeted hideouts and safe havens of the
Pakistani Taliban. The Pakistani
Taliban are a separate militant group

from the Afghan Taliban, although the
two are allies. The Afghan Taliban
returned to power in neighboring
Afghanistan in 2021.The latest
operations are likely to further strain
already tense relations between
Islamabad and Kabul.Strikes are the
latest in cross-border violence
between neighborsSunday’s
cross-border strikes and ground
operation came less than three
weeks after Pakistan's military
launched airstrikes on what it said
. were militant hideouts in
Afghanistan. They ended about a
- month of relative calm following
#8  what Islamabad had described as
. an “open war” between the
neighboring countries, despite
international efforts to broker a
lasting peace.The escalation follows
months of tit-for-tat military action
between the two countries. Hundreds of
people have been killed in cross-border
fighting since February, when
Afghanistan launched retaliatory
strikes after Pakistan carried out
airstrikes inside Afghan territory.

Andy Burnham To Qutline Vision For UK
With Focus On Raising Living Standards

world.(Agency)
Andy Burnham, the Labour lawmaker
expected to replace Keir Starmer as
British prime minister, will outline his
vision for Britain on Monday, his
office said, promising to change how
the nation is governed with power
moving from London to the
regions.Burnham, who returned to
Westminster earlier this month after
winning a parliamentary seat, is
currently the only declared candidate
to take over from Starmer and could
be installed in Downing Street within
weeks.Starmer announced last week
he would step down, just two years
after winning a huge parliamentary
majority for Labour, as his popularity
sank.Burnham, who rose to
prominence as mayor of Greater
Manchester and has been dubbed the
"King of the North", will use Monday's
speech to make devolving power to
regions and local communities his
flagship proposal.He will also commit

to a 10-year mission to raise living
standards through reindustrialisation,
housing, infrastructure and reform of
utilities. The focus would be not just on

who governs Britain, but on changing
how it is governed, his office said.

He will set out how he plans to "lift
Britain back up to where it should be"
and provide the "circuit-breaker it
needs", alongside a pledge to reform
public procurement to better support
British jobs and industry.If he takes
office, Burnham will become Britain's

seventh prime minister in a decade,
with many in his party believing only he
has the charisma and the vision to
connect with voters and counter the rise
of Nigel Farage's anti-immigration
Reform UK party.
FISCALPRESSURES LIMIT SCOPE
However, with Britain's economy
struggling from the impact of the war
in Ukraine and more recently the
energy shock of the US conflict with
Iran, the scope to make radical
spending changes is limited. Burnham
has previously said the government
should "get beyond this thing of being
in hock to the bond markets" but later
said his comments had been
misrepresented. He has also stepped
back from earlier calls for large-scale
nationalisation or a near-term return to
the European Union.

Housing minister Steve Reed said on
Sunday Burnham would stick to
Labour's commitments made before the
2024 election and also to the

Pakistan's 'Double-Tap' Strikes
On Afghanistan Border Kill 35,
Including Children

Islamabad.(Agency)
As Pakistan rides high on the success of brokering a truce
deal between the United States and Iran to halt the war in
the Middle East, the situation back home is bloody. In the
'double tap' attack, Islamabad's forces have killed at least
35 people-- who, according to Pakistan's claim, were
terrorists-- in a ground operation along the Afghanistan
border.A "double tap" is a military term used to describe a
deliberate second strike on the same location shortly after
an initial attack. It is a highly controversial and often
condemned tactic because the second strike is
deliberately timed to coincide with the arrival of
emergency responders, medics, and journalists.
Afghanistan has claimed that Pakistan's attacks resulted
in the deaths and injuries of dozens of civilians, including
women and children. Authorities in Kabul have also
repeatedly denied that their territory harbours terrorists.
The Double-Tap Attack
According to available information, Pakistan Air Force
(PAF)jets took offat 12:30 AM (IST), striking homes and
mosques across three Afghan districts -- Gyan in Paktika,
Chamkani in Paktia, and Marawara in Kunar.In a display
of calculated military brutality, Rawalpindi used a
notorious "double-tap" tactic.
At 12:55 AM, just 25 minutes after the first bombardment,
when villagers rushed to pull out trapped women and
screaming children from the smoking wreckage,
Pakistani jets returned and dropped a second wave of
bombs on the unarmed rescuers. That deliberate second
strike is the main reason the death toll swiftly climbed
beyond 35 and hospitals were inundated with more than a
hundred casualties.
Why Pakistan is Attacking Afghanistan
Authorities in Pakistan have claimed the strikes on
Afghanistan were in response to multiple terrorist attacks
across the country, including one in Karachi last week in
which three members of the country's paramilitary forces
were killed and four others were injured.In a post on X,
Information Minister Attaullah Tarar said the operation
was launched in reaction to the recent multiple terrorist
incidents inside Pakistan against the people of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa and Balochistan and the Pakistan Rangers
(Sindh) Camp, Karachi, and targeted Jamaat-ul-Ahrar,
the Tehrik-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) splinter group."A
well-planned intelligence-based ground operation was
carried out by security forces along the Pakistan-Afghan
border, followed by calibrated strikes in the border region
against the hideouts and safe havens of terrorists
belonging to Jamaat ul Ahrar and Fitna al Khwarij, killing
29 khwarij (radicals as per Islamic history)," Tarar
said.He added that three targets in Paktia, Paktika and
Kunar were destroyed during precision strikes.
What Afghanistan Said
The Taliban government said on Monday the airstrikes in
three eastern provinces killed or wounded dozens of
civilians.Spokesman Zabihullah Mujahid condemned
the military action, calling it a "cowardly act of
aggression".We strongly condemn this cowardly act of
aggression and consider it a crime and an act of brutality,"
he said.

Ukrainian drones set another Russian oil refinery
ablaze as Putin admits fuel shortages

Ukraine has markedly stepped
up its long-range attacks on
Russian military industries and
enerqy facilities in recent
months, aiming to cut Moscow’s
revenue for its invasion —
now in its fifth year — and
make Russians feel the
consequences.

KYIV.(Agency)
Ukraine kept up its heavy drone assault on
Russia, setting fire to a major oil refinery in
the south, as President Vladimir Putin
acknowledged for the first time on Sunday
that the country was facing a “certain
deficit” of fuel and vowed to strengthen
protection of oil facilities and boost fuel

output.Ukraine has markedly stepped up its
long-range attacks on Russian military
industries and energy facilities in recent
months, aiming to cut Moscow’s revenue
for its invasion — now in its fifth year —
and make Russians feel the consequences.

“Our ‘long-range sanctions’ reached two
oil refineries in Russia,” Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy wrote on
the Telegram messaging app on Sunday.
“Each (strike) means a reduction in the
resources that fuel the Russian war
machine, and another step toward peace.”

The campaign has choked Russian fuel
supplies, causing widespread shortages
and long lines at gas stations across the
country and prompting authorities in many
regions to introduce fuel rationing.
According to Western analysts, it has also
slowed Moscow’s efforts on the battlefield,
heaping pressure on the Kremlin to come to
the negotiating table.Putin says Ukrainian
attacks aim to split Russian societySpeaking
to a Russian state TV reporter, Putin

described the Ukrainian attacks on oil
refineries as an attempt to “cause a split in

Russian society and force Russia to halt,
even if only briefly, the advance of our
troops along the line of contact, and create
conditions for launching a negotiation
process on terms advantageous to our
adversary."“We will not give them that
chance,” Putin said, adding that “strikes on
our infrastructure, wherever they are
directed, have absolutely no effect on the

situation at the front, on the line of contact.”
He said for the first time that Ukraine has
proposed a halt on deep strikes, arguing
that Kyiv made the offer because
Russian strikes deep into Ukrainian
territory are more powerful and
devastating. The Russian leader added
that Kyiv also offered to limit the
fighting to the four regions that Russia
annexed but never fully captured -
Donetsk, Luhansk, Kherson and

Zaporizhzhia. He rejected the proposal,
} arguing it would allow Ukraine to
relocate its forces that are fighting
Russian troops in other areas to let them
focus on fending off the Russian attacks in
the four southeastern regions.Ukrainian
drones set major Russian refinery on
fireMeanwhile, debris from downed
Ukrainian drones sparked a blaze at the
refinery in Slavyansk-na-Kubani, a town in
Russia's Krasnodar region, east of occupied
Crimea, according to regional Gov.
Veniamin Kondratyev.
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[ Short news |
Kerala Police warns of ‘Boss

L Scam’ targeting CEOs, finance
teams

Thiruvananthapuram.(Agency)
The Kerala Police has issued a public
advisory warning organisations, businesses
and corporate institutions to remain on high
i alert against a sophisticated cyber fraud
i known as the "Boss Scam"
Impersonation Fraud.

The emerging scam specifically targets
senior executives and finance department
employees, using fake identities and
malware to deceive organisations into
transferring large sums of money.
According to the Kerala Police advisory,
i cybercriminals begin the attack by sending
i fake urgent messages in the name of the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) or purported
official audit teams, creating panic among
employees.

Victims are then persuaded to open
malicious ZIP files containing malware,
allowing the attackers to infiltrate company
computer systems and gain unauthorised
i control. Once they gain access, the

employees' WhatsApp Web sessions to
send convincing messages in the name of
the CEO or other top officials, instructing
finance personnel to make urgent fund
transfers.

: No breakthrough in nurses'
strike as talks collapse:
Protest at Jubilee Mission,
Amala hospitals to continue

: Thrissur.(Agency)

Amala Institute of Medical Sciences in
Thrissur of Kerala is set to continue after
another round of conciliation talks failed to
produce a breakthrough.

The discussions, convened by the Labour
i Department on Sunday, ended without any
i consensus as both the hospital managements
i and the striking nurses remained firm on
their positions.

With negotiations reaching yet another
deadlock, the United Nurses Association
(UNA) announced that the indefinite strike
would continue until the managements agree
to their key demands, including a fair wage
revision, better service conditions, and
implementation of long-pending
employment benefits.

representatives of both hospitals, the nurses'
union and Labour Department officials,
failed after the managements declined to
accept the union's demands, citing financial
constraints.

The nurses, however, maintained that the
i salaries currently offered by the two leading

shouldered by healthcare professionals.

The strike, which has been continuing for
several months, has emerged as one of
Kerala's most significant labour disputes in
the private healthcare sector. Despite
repeated rounds of mediation, both sides
i have been unable to reach a mutually
i acceptable settlement.

tunnel project a 'tombstone of
scientific urban planning’

AN # i
H BENGALURU.(Agency)

tombstone of scientific urban planning in
Bengaluru,”said Bengaluru South MP
Tejasvi Surya, registering his opposition to
the short tunnel project between Hebbal and
Mekhri Circle.

Replying to Chief Minister DK
i Shivakumar’s post on the foundation stone

unscientific solution that will fail to address
Bengaluru’s traffic problems.

He said the Detailed Project Report (DPR)
admits that the tunnel will be saturated from
the very first day of operation. “Not five
i years later. Not 10 years later. Day One. Ifthe

said.

He said the perception among Bengalureans
is that the project benefits a privileged few,
while the entire city bears the cost. “This
i project seems designed to make life easier

reach the airport, while ordinary taxpayers
across Bengaluru foot the bill,” he added.

“Undoubtedly, the primary beneficiaries of
this project will be the contractors who will
reroute large kickbacks to the Congress’
i funds,” he alleged.

or CEO i

{ fraudsters either create fake profiles of i
senior executives or compromise their }
genuine accounts. They then exploit i

i The prolonged strike by nurses at Jubilee i
Mission Medical College Hospital and !

The conciliation meeting, attended by ‘i

i private hospitals are inadequate and do not ;
reflect the workload and responsibilities }

MP Tejasvi Surya terms Bengaluru

i “Mr Chief Minister, you have not laid a !
foundation stone today. You have laid the }

laying programme, Surya on Sunday called i
the Rs 1,139 crore, 2-km tunnel project an i

i project’s own report says it will begin its life |
in a traffic jam, then who exactly is this i
project for? Certainly not commuters,” he i

i for a privileged few, the VIPs of}
i Sadashivanagar, including the chief minister :
and the city’s elite who use this corridor to }
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Railway cop beats passenger, drags him
by hair at Surat station

A GRP sub-inspector was transferred after a viral video allegedly showed him assaulting a passenger at Surat's Udhna Railway
Station. The footage drew sharp criticism online and prompted a departmental enquiry into police conduct.

Surat.(Agency)

{ A Government Railway Police (GRP) sub-
inspector has been transferred after a video

purportedly showing him assaulting |
a passenger at Surat's Udhna
Railway Station went viral on social
media, triggering widespread
criticism and raising concerns over
police conduct.

The viral video, recorded by a
bystander, allegedly shows a
passenger being dragged by his hair,
pushed to the ground and beaten by a
police officer on the station platform.
The woman filming the incident can
be heard claiming that the man was
on his way to his village when he was
allegedly assaulted without
provocation. The footage also shows

another passenger retreating after witnessing

the incident.

The incident has sparked outrage online, with
many questioning the conduct of railway
police and the safety of passengers at the busy

station. According to the Surat GRP, the
incident occurred at around 8:30 am on
Sunday when a special train bound for

Jaynagar arrived at Udhna Railway Station.
Police personnel were managing queues of
passengers boarding the train. Officials said

the passenger allegedly
attempted to bypass the queue
and board the train directly,
following which the GRP sub-
inspector assaulted him.

Surat GRP Deputy Superintendent
of Police D.H. Gaur confirmed to
India Today that the viral video
was authentic and identified the
officer as GRP Sub-Inspector
R.M. Rathod, who was posted at
Udhna Railway Station.
Following the video's circulation
on social media, Rathod was
transferred to the Vadodara GRP
Headquarters, and a

departmental enquiry has been initiated into
the incident.

Civic apathy forces Bannerghatta Road
residents get their hands dirty

BENGALURU. (Agency)

getting civic authorities to clear a
debris- and garbage-ridden area on
Bannerghatta Road, residents took i
toresolving the issue by themselves.
The community clean-up drive, a
joint initiative by local residents and
Bengaluru Navanirmana Party §g
(BNP), was held on Saturday, on the
occasion of Nadaprabhu Kempe
Gowda Jayanti. More than 50
residents cleared a 600-metre
stretch of land from Meenakshi
Temple to Meenakshi Greens.

The main road near the Temple was
plagued by garbage, debris and
encroachment for months,
contributing to pollution, safety
risks and creating difficulties for

movement of pedestrians and motorists alike.
Despite repeated complaints and appeals to

Pregnant Telangana woman dies by suicide
after husband demands DNA test for baby

A five-month-pregnant woman in Medak district allegedly died by suicide
after her husband demanded a DNA test. Police arrested the husband and
his mother after the family alleged sustained harassment and humiliation.

Hyderabad. (Agency)

A 23-year-old pregnant woman
allegedly died by suicide in
Telangana's Medak district after
facing repeated harassment
from her husband, who
allegedly questioned the
paternity of their unborn
child and demanded a DNA
test, police said on Monday.

The woman, identified as G
Sushmita, was five months
pregnant when she was found
dead at her matrimonial home
on June 25. She had married
G Abhilash, a resident of ©
Gadipeddapur village,
around 18 months ago.
According to a complaint filed by
Sushmita's mother, Abhilash allegedly
subjected her daughter to physical and
mental harassment and repeatedly cast

multiple officers, including the assistant said, “Many letters were written to officials
Owing to the failure of multiple efforts in executive engineer of Arakere Ward, no since February, but owing to their inaction,

action was taken to fix the issue. This
frustration led to the residents resolving the
issue themselves.Poongothai, a BNP leader,

suspicion on her character. The
complaint also alleged that Abhilash's
mother was involved in harassing
Sushmita. The family said they had

that

step.

visited Sushmita's in-laws' house on
June 23 to discuss arrangements for
her seemantham, a traditional baby
shower ceremony. During the

meeting, an argument reportedly  intention.

broke out, following which Abhilash
allegedly insisted on a DNA test to
establish whether the unborn child was
his. Village elders intervened and
managed to calm the situation
atthe time.
However,
Sushmita was found dead by
suicide at her husband's
residence. Her family alleged
the continued
humiliation and harassment
drove her to take the extreme

Following the complaint,

Sections 85 (cruelty by
husband or relatives) and 108
(abetment of suicide) of the Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita (BNS), along with
relevant provisions related to common

the issue had to be resolved
through citizens’ participation. It
was a three-day effort from Friday.
We also removed flex boards on
electric poles, fixed chamber cover
issues and are trying to work on it
further with Bengaluru Water

‘4 Supply and Sewerage Board

% (BWSSB).”

#l Joshua Sinto, a local resident, said
authorities refused to address the
issue, saying stating that the stretch
. comes under two different wards —
Arakere and Gottigere.

BNP ward leader Monika said, “Is
it the duty of citizens to constantly
chase officers for every single
task? If this is the condition of a

main road, what is the state of interior lanes
and bylanes?”

S

J&K Police register FIR over
fake news on Baramulla
attack, Amarnath Yatra

cancellation

Srinagar.(Agency)
The Jammu and Kashmir Police
have registered an FIR and
launched an investigation into the
circulation of fake news falsely
claiming that terrorists attacked a
police station in Baramulla,
opened fire at government offices
across the town, and that the
Chief Minister had proposed
cancellation of the Amarnath Ji
Yatra.
The police said the deliberate
dissemination of such fabricated
content appears to be a calculated
attempt to create fear, spread
panic, disturb public tranquillity,
and undermine public confidence
during the yatra.
In a statement, Police Baramulla
categorically debunked false and
fabricated information being
circulated on social media
alleging that terrorists attacked a
police station in Baramulla,
opened fire on government
offices across the town, and that
the Chief Minister has proposed
the cancellation of the Shri
Amarnath Ji Yatra.
"The claims are completely false,
baseless and devoid of any
factual basis. No such terrorist
attack or firing incident has taken
place anywhere in Baramulla,
and the information regarding the
proposed cancellation of the Shri
Amarnath Ji Yatra is also entirely
false and misleading," police
said. "The deliberate
dissemination of such fabricated
content appears to be a calculated
attempt to create fear, spread
panic, disturb public tranquillity
and undermine public confidence
during the ongoing Shri
Amarnath Ji Yatra," they added.
In this regard, an FIR has been
registered and an investigation
has been initiated.
The annual Amarnath Yatra is all
set to begin on July 3 and will last
for 57 days and conclude on
August 28.Police said it is taking
all necessary steps to identify the
persons responsible for creating,
publishing and circulating this
malicious disinformation.

Man held for cheating investors

of Rs 3 crore in Bhubaneswar

BHUBANESWAR.(Agency)
Police on Sunday arrested a 51-year-old man for
allegedly posing as the son of senior Congress leader

and former Lok Sabha member late Krupasindhu Bhoi

two days later,

returns.

and cheating investors of over Rs 3 crore on the
promise of providing lucrative returns.

The accused Sachidananda Bhoi of Bargarh district was
staying in Phulnakhara area here. As per police, Bhoi
had started a company named ‘Go Speedy Go’ in the
last quarter of 2025 to provide vehicle repair services
to people at their doorsteps. He had opened its office in
Patia area, besides other branches in Khandagiri and at
Kotinda in Ganjam district. However, he cheated the
gullible investors and closed down the office in just
two months. Zone VI ACP, Manas Ranjan Pradhan
said Bhoi had collected Rs 1.5 lakh to Rs 2 lakh from
about 200 to 250 people on the pretext of investing
their money in his company and providing them higher

“However, he later closed the office and fled. A duped
investor lodged a complaint against him in Infocity
police station, following which a case was registered
and Bhoi was nabbed from his hiding in Darjeeling. He

is also accused of not paying the salaries to his staff

connection.

amounting to around Rs 63 lakh,” Pradhan said.

police registered a case under Further investigation revealed Bhoi had criminal
antecedents and was earlier booked in three cases by
Saheed Nagar police and one case each by Pahala
police, Special Crime Unit and CID-CB. This apart,
the District Consumer Disputes Redressal
Commission in Jharsuguda had registered a case and a
non-bailable warrant was pending against him in this

32-month duty, Rs 27 lakh earned, Rs 2
crore spent: Bihar officer faces probe

A Bihar education officer is under investigation after an enquiry found bank transactions worth Rs 2.51 crore despite earning Rs 27.43 lakh in salary

over 32 months. The probe also flagged land purchases and assets, with the report sent to the state government for action.

Saran.(Agency)

A District Programme Officer (DPO)
in Bihar's Saran district has come
under the scanner after an enquiry
reportedly uncovered bank
transactions worth over Rs 2.51 crore
despite his official salary being just
Rs 27.43 lakh during his 32-month
tenure.

Ajit Amar, DPO for Secondary
Education, Planning and Accounts, is
facing allegations of possessing
assets disproportionate to his known
sources of income. A five-member
enquiry committee submitted its
findings to the District Magistrate,
who has forwarded the report to the

Education Department for further
action. According to the enquiry,
more than Rs 2.51 crore was
transferred through the bank
accounts of Ajit Amar and his wife
during the period under review.
Investigators also found that 120
kattahs of land were purchased in
Ekma in his wife's name for nearly Rs
41.5 lakh. The report further
mentions the construction of a house
allegedly worth several lakhs.

The probe was initiated after a
contractor accused the officer of
demanding money in exchange for
official work. During the
investigation, officials examined

financial records and property
details, leading to the discovery of
the alleged discrepancies.

The enquiry panel has recommended
a comprehensive investigation into
the bank accounts, properties and
financial dealings of the officer, his
wife and other family members. It
has also sought records from banks
and various government departments
to verify the source of the funds.The
District Education Officer confirmed
that the enquiry report has been sent
to the state headquarters. The Bihar
government will now decide on
departmental and legal action based
on the findings of the investigation.
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Traipsing down to
road to Trumpville

K M Chandrasekhar

Following the end of the First World War,
American agriculture faced a severe depression as
the sudden emergence of strong foreign
competition, particularly from Europe, sent farm
prices crashing. In 1928, during his presidential
campaign, Republican candidate Herbert Hoover
promised to adjust tariffs to support farmers, who
then constituted 20 percent of the population.
Hoover won the election, and early in 1929,
Representative Willis C Hawley of the House Ways
and Means Committee and Senator Reed Smoot of
the Senate Finance Committee began framing a
law to readjust tariffs.This was, by no means, an
easy process, as multiple interests were represented
by members of Congress and Senators across the
country, all seeking to protect local industries. The
exercise stretched over two years as
representatives traded votes for particular sectors
in a process popularly known as “logrolling”.
Ultimately, specific duties were imposed on a vast
array of goods, and President Hoover approved the
law in 1930.At the time, the global and American
economies were already in the throes of the Great
Depression. While this downturn resulted
primarily from the collapse of the financial sector,
trade restrictions added fuel to the fire, particularly
since the specific duties placed a heavy burden on
consumers as prices collapsed everywhere. As
import prices plunged by nearly 50 percent
between 1929 and 1932, the effective average tariff
rate on dutiable goods surged from 40.1 percent in
1929 to 59.1 percent by 1932; moreover,
competing countries retaliated by imposing duties
on American goods.Between 1929 and 1934,
global trade fell by 66 percent and industrial
production by 32 percent. There was mayhem in
the global economy, and Americans suffered
heavily, too. Shanty towns, nicknamed
‘Hoovervilles’, sprang up across the US. John
Steinbeck’s novel The Grapes of Wrath tells the
story of an impoverished Oklahoma family moving
to California in search of a living during the Great
Depression. Roosevelt was eventually elected
President, and Congress’s authority to set
individual tariffs was curtailed.

President Trump, in his first term in 2018-19 and
more comprehensively in 2025, decided to become
Hoover the Second. On the so-called Liberation
Day in 2025, he announced sweeping increases in
tariffs on goods from all territories. He also
expressed a deep animosity towards immigrants.
At an internal meeting, he referred to various
African nations as “s...tholes”—a statement that
aroused the ire of the African Union, which
retaliated by stating that the rhetoric hurts shared
global values on diversity and human rights.
Individual African countries used stronger
language. In Kenya, activist Boniface Mwangi
urged Americans to impeach their “narcissist,
racist” president, calling him an “embarrassment”.
Trump famously called Kim Jong Un of North
Korea “Rocket Man” and threatened to wipe that
country off the map, a threat we heard repeated
recently when he threatened to destroy the ancient
civilisation of Iran. Kim retaliated, threatening to
“tame the mentally deranged US dotard with fire”.
Furthermore, Indian immigrants were placed in
shackles and flown to India in military aircraft—an
act against which the Indian foreign ministry
“strongly registered” its concern. In his use of
inappropriate language and his implementation of
strong-arm actions, Trump certainly left Hoover far
behind. While imposing tariffs on Liberation Day,
Trump naively ignored the fact that global value
chains now dominate production. When he
imposed tariffs on steel and aluminium in his first
term, downstream US industries suffered
significantly, resulting in a $3.5 bilThere was no
evidence of American manufacturers ‘reshoring’
their units following the 2025 tariffs. American
manufacturing construction spending actually
declined by 21 percent from mid-2024, bringing
down industrial output; if there was any growth, it
was primarily in Al data centres and power
infrastructure.lion loss in 2021.
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EDITORIAL

Tracing the family tree of trees
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6

The oak in which Robin Hood is believed to have hidden from the sheriff of Nottingham has died, leaving acorns scattered around the world. Given the

centrality of trees like the ones under which the Buddha and Newton were enlightened, it’s worth tracing their histories
s

Pratik Kanjilal

The Major Oak of Sherwood forest, the only visible relic
of the Robin Hood mythos and a pilgrimage destination
for millions, has been declared dead, leaving us to ponder
the memory of trees. The 1,200-year-old tree, whose
massive trunk is believed to have concealed the bandit
and his merry men at a sticky time, failed to produce
foliage this spring. The Major Oak will fall one day, but
its acorns have apparently been planted all over the world.
Even a millennium after the prince of thieves lived and
died—if he ever lived at all—his oak will keep his world
alive.No one knows if Robin had indeed hidden from the
sheriff of Nottingham in that tree. And the tree’s offspring
are growing far from home, their genealogy
unauthenticated. But Robin’s legend does not rely on
evidence, but on the compelling idea that he robbed the
rich to give to the poor—a very early expression of the
trickle-down effect, tweaked by the intervention of non-
state actors. In an unfair, extractive world, the legend is
powerful. But the oak? The authenticity of trees is a Ship
of Theseus problem.In popular culture, belief trumps
facts. But trees are also heritage and religious objects. Is
the Mahabodhi tree at Bodh Gaya authentic? The current
avatar is not the tree beneath which Sakyamuni
meditated. It was planted in 1881 by Alexander

Cunningham, founder of the Archeological Survey of

India. He used a cutting from the Jaya Shri Mahabodhi
tree at Anuradhapura, Sri Lanka, which is the oldest
verified human-planted tree.In 236 BCE, Emperor
Ashoka’s children Mahendra and Sanghamitra led a
Buddhist mission from Sanchi to Sri Lanka, and planted a
branch of the Bodh Gaya tree at Anuradhapura. In
December 1964, 2,200 years later, Sri Lanka gifted a
cutting of the Jaya Shri Mahabodhi tree to Pakistan
President Ayub Khan on a State visit, and Zulfikar Ali
Bhutto, then foreign minister, planted it in the Taxila
Museum.The original Mahabodhi tree, under which the
Buddha found enlightenment, was destroyed three times
in antiquity alone, and its successors faced adversity, too.
Cunningham was filling a void when he planted a cutting
in 1881—the previous avatar of the tree had fallen in a
storm in 1876. He planted another Bodhi tree for Hindu
worshippers nearby. Tacitly, the second tree
acknowledged even older cultures—Bodhi trees have
figured in Indian faiths, in sacred groves, temples, ghats,

squares and crossroads, from remote antiquity.Mindful of

past calamities, in 2010, the government planted an
offspring of Cunningham’s Mahabodhi tree as a backup,
in case the present avatar ever fails—Ilike Robin’s oak
now has. But then, to complicate matters, the Forest

Research Institute at Dehradun conducted genetic tests
which suggested that Cunningham’s tree for Hindus was
of older stock than his tree for Buddhists. Age is a marker
of authenticity.So, what is the yardstick of authenticity?
What does it mean with respect to the distant past? Does
biological descent matter if it cannot be fully tested—if it
is not falsifiable, in the language of science? Humans and
bots are now spending acons of time, terabytes of data and
gigawatts of energy on the internet promoting exclusivist
theories of nation, race, community, caste, colour—in
short, identity politics.These theories are hollow because
they are immune to falsification. They are beliefs. And so
is the idea of authenticity.Consider the world’s most
famous tree, which allegedly bore Newton’s apple. The
facade of the Great Gate of Trinity College in Cambridge,
UK, features a statue of its founder, King Henry VIII. In
his time, it wielded a sceptre. But recalling his appetite for
violence, generations of students have replaced his
sceptre with the leg of a chair, a common weapon in
classical English brawls. In contrast to this horrible royal
legacy, right beside the gate are the lodgings of Isaac
Newton, facing a little garden with an apple tree. In

school, you may have learned of the importance of

Newton’s apple tree in the history of science.But this tree
at Trinity does not bear the authentic patina of time. It was

Cheer for chairs : Chandigarh must seize the moment

grafted in 1954 from the apple tree in Newton’s childhood
home in Woolsthorpe Manor, Lincolnshire. Newton went
home from Trinity in 1665 to escape the plague. There, a
home-grown apple is said to have impinged upon his head
and jolted open the doors of perception. His Principia was
published 22 years later. It took time to appreciate that
falling fruit obey the inverse square law, and that gravity
is a fundamental force of the universe.If the most famous
trees are potentially inauthentic, Robin Hood’s oak is
doubly so, because Robin himself is perhaps inauthentic.
In the Sherwood forest area, of course, he is a living
presence. People recall playing cops and robbers in his
tree as children, before it was cordoned off as a heritage
site.But Robin’s depiction as a socialist revolutionary
who forcefully redistributed wealth, like the guerrilla
ascetics in Bankim Chandra’s Anandamath, has always
been questioned, right from a passage in the 14th century
poem, ‘Piers Plowman’. The ambivalence persists in the
latest iteration of the legend, The Death of Robin Hood,
whose theatre release is imminent. Michael Sarnoski
presents Robin as a violent thug, with none of the saving
graces of the myth.As Chinua Achebe said, history will
not be rewritten until the lions have their own historians.
And trees, as well as legendary figures, are far more

enigmatic than lions.

The swift action by the UT administration in raising the issue of the two heritage chairs being auctioned in
Paris marks the beginning of a more robust approach on recovery efforts and for fixing accountability

THE withdrawal of two chairs from an auction with law. A more disturbing aspect is the overall lack of  the laxity in taking care of the legacy. Public institutions

scheduled in Paris, following timely intervention by
the Indian diplomats in France, sets a precedent for a
more proactive strategy to preserve Chandigarh’s
modernist heritage. The teak-and-cane armchairs
designed by Pierre Jeanneret bear inventory markings
indicating association with Panjab University’s
Chemistry Department and PGIMER. The simple yet
elegant chairs are celebrated globally as a classic
design, fetching huge prices at auctions in Europe and
the US. The suspected theft, illegal export, sale and
trafficking have continued unchecked over the years.
The swift action this time round by the UT
administration hopefully marks the beginning of a
more robust approach on recovery efforts and for
fixing accountability.xploitation.There have been
recurring concerns about how such heritage items
leave the country and whether their export complies

\

appreciation of cultural and architectural heritage, and

As the ground shifts in Punjab

a3l

Jyoti Malhotra

IT’s been an overheated week in Punjab’s politics. The
new BJP president Nitin Nabin was in the state just prior,
travelling across Amritsar, Ludhiana and Jalandhar to get
a feel of the challenge in the run-up to the Assembly polls
in early 2027. Just as Nabin left Punjab, an old video that
purportedly shows Chief Minister Bhagwant
Mann committing a blasphemous act has taken
over the airwaves.The Akal Takht, widely
considered by believing Sikhs to be the supreme
authority in all matters of faith, has censured
Mann over the video, as have all the Opposition
parties. Mann is fighting back, citing the clean
chit from a laboratory in BJP-ruled Gurgaon —
except, two people from the lab have since been
arrested by the Haryana Police on allegations of
money exchanging hands.Will Mann survive
this crisis? Will it significantly damage AAP that
began its political journey with a people’s
movement against corruption, far away in Delhi,
or will the party still be able to overcome this
week’s setback and transform the crisis into an
opportunityUntil last week, AAP was widely |
seen to be coasting along, a fragmented
Opposition hardly enough to mount a serious
challenge. The chief minister’s episodic
walkabouts after dusk were hardly enough to stir the
Sutlej-still-not-in-spate. Along with Arvind Kejriwal’s
shrewd promises of freebies — a leaf the AAP leader
seems to have successfully taken from the BJP arsenal —
which includes the distribution of monies to women (Rs
1,500 monthly to women belonging to the Scheduled
Castes and Rs 1,000 to those that don’t), besides
promising to assuage the grievances of influential groups,
including sanitation workers, school teachers and
sarpanches, AAP was crafting a formula that had a little bit

of something for everyone.As Punjab holds its breath, the
question is if this week’s political war over videos will
spill into the next.

Until last week, the BJP was seen as an also-ran; this
week, amid the unfolding chaos, it is sensing the political
ground open up beneath its feet. Ambition has always
been known to be a persuasive glue, but the question
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always is, whether it’s enough. Meaning, with six months
or so to go to the polls, does the BJP have 117 candidates
to fight all the seats in the House?

Senior BJP leaders like Home Minister Amit Shah and
Nitin Nabin certainly think so. The Tribune ground
reports say neither SAD nor BJP have a leg to stand on,
alone; together, though, they could be a force to contend
with. My colleague Aditi Tandon recently quoted a senior
BJP leader, speaking on the condition of anonymity,
saying that “nothing can be ruled out in politics”. And so

the question this week, as the ground shifts in Punjab :
Will BJP and SAD, who had a bitter falling out over the
Modi government’s farm laws in 2020, finally kiss and
make up?

Certainly, “a week is a long time in politics” is a cliché
every politician swears by — except Rahul Gandhi, who
seems to have bigger fish to fry, including flying off
abroad for a belated 56th birthday celebration,
while crucial conversations over a new state
chief for Punjab had hardly concluded in Delhi
last week. Remember the Congress came
second to AAP in the recent urban body
elections, indicating that while it is a divided
party in the state — at least five self-appointed
chief ministerial candidates at last count — a
glimmer of loyalty to the idea of the Congress
still remains.

SAD’s big challenge, of course, is whether
Punjab has been able to forgive it for not taking
strong action against those accused of the sin
of “beadbi” or sacrilege, which took place
back in 2015 in a small town called Bargari,
when pages of the holy Guru Granth Sahib
were found torn up — SAD was in power at
that time.

Certainly, the Opposition this week is accusing
Mann of committing the same sin in the
alleged video — a charge that Mann and AAP have
strongly refuted. That’s why the coming days will define
the character of the election campaign ahead. Will the CM
be able to weather the storm and prove his innocence? Or
will Punjab do to AAPin 2027 what itdid to SAD in 2017?
The battle for 2027 is only beginning. The Akal Takht has
already ordered that historic gurdwaras across Punjab put
up banners that are critical of Mann. Many have complied;
but there are also reports that some independent
managements as well as those that hold affiliation to the

_ in Chandigarh are answerable on both counts. The

public at large, too, has shown scant regard. That same
disinterest in fixing shortcomings is reflected in the
city’s landmark spaces meant to celebrate the arts.
Chandigarh must seize the moment and redouble efforts
toreclaim a largely ignored but invaluable heritage.

For a city known for Nek Chand’s unique magical
creation, it does come as a surprise that conservation
and preservation efforts do not get enough attention.
The Paris reprieve provides a lifeline. Inadequate
funding is a lame excuse in the absence of passion and a
desire to hold on to a treasure trove of seemingly
ordinary but truly extraordinary inheritance. If public-
private initiatives are the way forward, explore the
possibilities and go for it. The visionaries who sculpted
Chandigarh deserve a more spirited collective
indulgence.

while BJP is looking to make inroads in the state

Singh Sabha are not falling in line — not yet. The lines are
still unclear this week.

And then there’s that other so-called party, Waris Punjab
De (WPD), whose MP from Khadoor Sahib, Amritpal
Singh, was elected when he was behind bars in an Assam
jail and remains there. As the ground shifts in Punjab,
where does WPD fall in the new narrative?

As the week ends, the horizon turns muddier and people
wonder what tomorrow will bring, here is a screenshot of
the state, wildly spinning on an axis hardly of its own
making. The Tribune’s reporter in Amritsar, Pawan K
Jaiswar, says everyday seizures of heroin and small arms
along the India-Pakistan border are rising; police officials
explain that drones from across the border are getting
more sophisticated, able to beat the radar by flying low
and bringing in larger consignments, of drugs and guns.

In Jalandhar, Aparna Banerji’s stories on entire families
being wiped out by heroin is an indication of the drug’s
monstrous hold. AAP’s ‘Yudh Nashiyan Virudh’, the
campaign against drugs, is welcome because it has
exposed and excavated this crisis to a significant degree,
but the enormity of the challenge means that rehabilitation
cannot be limited to name-calling. If Punjab has to be
saved, an exhaustive action plan must have everyone,
both the ruling party and the Opposition, on board.
Sometimes it gets worse — when drug-running
collaborates with arms smuggling. This week in Amritsar,
the BJP suspended a local senior leader after the BSF
recovered 26 sophisticated weapons, including an AK-47
gun, from his son, allegedly an addict.

Perhaps the last word this week should belong to my
colleagues Neha Saini and Rajmeet Singh, who pointed
out that political parties like to invoke history to leverage
the present — from AAP’s use of Shaheed Bhagat Singh
in the 2022 election to BJP’s invocation today of
Maharaja Ranjit Singh’s Sarkar-e-Khalsa, a Sikh state
that was both secular and inclusive.?
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Punjab’s drug de-addiction centre gives So0rma

Jalandhar. (Agency)

On Saturday, Chief Minister Bhagwant
Singh Mann launched a ‘Soorma’
campaign, honouring individuals who have
remained drug-free for over two years with
‘Soorma’ rings and T-shirts, and
announcing government employment
opportunities for them. The initiative, part
of the government's ongoing ‘Yudh
Nashean Virudh® campaign, aims to
transform recovered addicts into
ambassadors for Punjab’s anti-drug
movement.

As Punjab steps up its fight against substance
abuse, the state government has begun
shifting the narrative from punishment to
recovery. That approach is alaready taking
shape at the Drug De-Addiction and
Rehabilitation Centre in Mohalla
Fatehgarh, Hoshiarpur, where a
modernised facility is combining medical
treatment with skill development, mental
wellness and livelihood support to help
recovering addicts reintegrate into society.
Just two years ago, a 28-year-old man had
lost nearly everything. Addiction had
distanced him from his family, disrupted

afternoon, and is preparing to start a
livelihood of his own after completing
rehabilitation. “I had stopped believing that
I could have a normal life again,” he said.
“Here, I learned not only how to overcome
addiction but also how to rebuild myself.”

STATE

centre’s culinary training facility and hopes
to work in the hospitality sector after
completing treatment. Similarly, a 31-year-
old man spent years battling substance
abuse that left him unemployed and
isolated. At the rehabilitation centre, he

Addiction had forced another man, 24, to  discovered a new interest in hairdressing
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Their stories are different, but share a

common thread, that they met at this centre
feeling defeated by addiction, and each is
rebuilding a future through recovery, skill
development and renewed self-confidence.
Recognising this need, the Red Cross
Society in Hoshiarpur district undertook an
ambitious project, and in April last year
Punjab Governor Gulab Chand Kataria
inaugurated an upgraded centre.

The centre was modernised at Rs 80 lakh

through Corporate Social Responsibility
(CSR) contributions made by Kuantum
Papers Limited, Hoshiarpur, and Viber
Caustic

Private Limited, Mohali, and mobilised by

the Red Cross.The centre features fully air-
conditioned wards with bunk-bed facilities,
a dedicated yoga and meditation hall, a
modern gymnasium, recreational and
counselling rooms featuring games such as
chess, table tennis and football, a music
therapy room with instruments like
harmonium, tabla and guitar, a video
conferencing room enabling virtual
counselling and family interactions, and a
modern library with newspapers and
motivational literature.

155ion’ a hu

an face

creatc a dignified environment where
recovering addicts can regain confidence,
learn skills and prepare for independent
lives. “These facilities create a positive and
reformative atmosphere that supports
physical, mental and emotional healing,”
said Mangesh Sood, Secretary, Red Cross
Society Hoshiarpur.

Skill development at core
What distinguishes the Hoshiarpur centre

from many traditional rehabilitation
facilities is its emphasis on livelihood
generation. “Every inmate participates in
two-hour daily skill development sessions
conducted by professional trainers engaged
by the Red Cross. Training programmes are
tailored according to individual interests
and aptitudes,” said Aditya Rana, Joint
Secretary, Red Cross Society Hoshiarpur.
Upon completion, trainees receive Red
Cross skill certificates that can help
enhance their employment prospects.
Three dedicated skill centres have already
been established.

The culinary training facility teaches

professional cooking skills and food
preparation techniques. A professional

trainer from Lakme Salon has been

his work, and left him struggling with a
sense of hopelessness. Today, he spends his
mornings tending a vegetable garden,
attends skill development classes in

s siortnews I Madhya Pradesh toddler loses vision after
doctor administers drops, probe underway

8 Bangladeshi nationals
arrested at Agartala airport
areq

Agartala. (Agency)

Tripura police arrested eight Bangladeshi
nationals Sunday evening on charges of
allegedly entering the state illegally and
attempting to travel further from Agartala’s
Maharaja Bir Bikram (MBB) Airport.

Police said the operation commenced after
receiving intelligence input, which
indicated that four Bangladeshi nationals
planned to enter Tripura and fly out of the
state via the airport. Acting on this
information, police stepped up surveillance
and initially apprehended four individuals.

Further questioning of the detained suspects
revealed leads that enabled police to capture
additional four individuals in the vicinity of
the airport. An official from the Airport
Police Station stated that the initial
detentions were based on precise
intelligence, while interrogations of the first
group facilitated the identification and
detention of the others.

All eight detainees were identified as adult
males who had plans to travel to a southern
state via Kolkata. All of them were
presented before a court, with law
enforcement requesting custodial
interrogation.

Investigators are now focusing on

drop out of his studies and strained
relationships with his parents. Today, he is
learning professional cooking skills at the

and salon services. He now spends hours
training under a professional instructor,
with a dream of opening his own salon.

A 19-month-old boy allegedly lost vision in both eyes after treatment at a hospital in Madhya Pradesh's Sagar district. Health

Hoshiarpur Deputy Commissioner-cum-
president of the District Red Cross Society
Aashika Jain led the initiative intending to

engaged to provide training in hairdressing
and salon services.

‘Violation of residential-

use conditions’: 5 ‘illegal’

structures linked to senior
officials near Statue of

authorities have ordered an enquiry after the family accused the attending doctor of medical negligence.

Sagar. (Agency)

additional medication.

A 19-month-old child allegedly lost eyesight The family claimed that the child’s condition
worsened within a few hours of treatment.
Despite remaining at the hospital for

after what the family claims was a serious
medical error at a civil hospital in Madhya
Pradesh’s Sagar district, where a doctor is
accused of administering faulty drops into
the child’s eyes.

According to the complaint filed by the
child’s father, Indraj Vishwakarma, the
incident took place on May 29, 2026,
when he took his son Vinay Vishwakarma
to the Civil Hospital in Banda after the
child developed cold symptoms and
redness in the eyes. After registering an
OPD slip, the child was examined by the
on-duty government doctor. The father
has alleged that during treatment, the
doctor administered "saline nasal drops"
into the child’s eyes, along with
prescribing other medicines including
paracetamol syrup, an injection and

NFR Introduces IoT-Based Tunnel Lighting
Automation for Efficient Energy Utilization

several hours, there was no improvement,
after which the child was referred to the

district hospital in Sagar and later advised 1h¢ family has demanded a fair and

advanced treatment at a higher medical
centre. The child was subsequently taken

Unity razed

Vadodara. (Agency)
IN AN unprecedented action in Gujarat’s
Narmada district, five “illegal” structures
allegedly built by senior government
officials on subsidised plots allotted to
them at Garudeshwar, just one kilometre
from the Statue of Unity, were demolished
on Sunday.
According to officials, the five structures
were allegedly built in violation of
residential-use conditions, a fact that came
to light after RTI queries filed by another
government official earlier this year.
The demolition, carried out swiftly on a
public holiday, targeted structures built on
plots originally allotted in 2019 under the
signature of the then Narmada District
Collector R S Ninama to 13 senior officials
of the Narmada district administration. The
allotments were made for residential
purposes at a heavily subsidised rate
between Rs 37,210 to Rs 50,000 per plot of
135 square metres — a price fixed after
applying a revenue department circular that
shaved off between 50 to 75 per cent of the
actual assessed market value of Rs 99,255,

to AIIMS Bhopal, where specialists

examined him. The father alleged that

doctors at AIIMS informed the family that

the child had permanently lost vision,
attributing it to possible incorrect
treatment or medical negligence.

Following the incident, the father lodged
a complaint at Banda police station,
demanding strict action against the
doctor and other responsible staff. He
said he could identify the doctor by face
butdid not know his name.

Block Medical Officer Yogendra Khatik
said that the Chief Medical and Health
Officer (CMHOQ) has constituted a
committee to investigate the matter, and
action will be taken based on the

findings of the probe.

impartial investigation and strict
punishment for those found responsible.

"~ The Sikh Times

energy consumption and operational sta-  lization of e_nJer_g§ b_3} en_al_ali;lg_timely con-

determining how the individuals entered

Maligaon, 29th June: In a significant

trol and continuous monitoring of

‘Home stay plan’

Tripura, their intended destinations, and
whether the case is linked to a larger scheme
such as human trafficking or unlawful
immigration, police added.

J&K: Police in Budgam
register FIR in Budgam
scuffle incident

Srinagar.(Agency)
Police on Monday said they have registered
an FIR in connection with an alleged scuffle
in the Budgam district of central Kashmir
involving followers of different Shia groups.
Police said they have launched an
investigation into the incident at Hardpanzoo
Budgam, saying those found responsible for
instigating or participating in any unlawful
activity will face strict legal action.
They assured the public that the investigation
will be conducted in a fair, impartial, and
professional manner.
“Every aspect of the incident is being
examined on the basis of evidence, and no
individual found culpable will be spared,
irrespective of affiliation,” they said.
Police said they have also taken note of
misleading and unverified content being
circulated on social media regarding the
incident. “Such misinformation has the
potential to create unnecessary panic, disturb
public order, and undermine communal
harmony,” police said.
The public has been urged by police to
exercise restraint and refrain from creating,
sharing, or forwarding rumours, unverified
claims, or inflammatory content on any
platform. Citizens are advised to rely only on
information disseminated through official
sources. Police in Budgam said they were
closely monitoring social media activity, and
any individual found creating, circulating, or
amplifying false or provocative content with
the intent to mislead the public or disrupt
peace will face stringent legal action under
the relevant provisions of law.
Budgam police appeals to all sections of
society to maintain peace, uphold communal
harmony, and cooperate with the

step towards enhancing energy efficiency
‘and adopting smart technologies,
Northeast Frontier Railway (NFR) has
implemented an advanced IoT-based tun-
nel lighting automation and energy moni-
toring system for Tunnel No. 9 at New
Haflong in the Lumding — Badarpur Hill
Section. The initiative enables centralized
supervision, remote operation and real-
time energy monitoring through the IR
Niyantrac platform, marking another
milestone in NFR’s efforts to modernize
railway infrastructure and optimize ener-
gy consumption. As part of the project,
smart metering infrastructure has been
installed for tunnel lighting feeders and
field devices have been successfully inte-
grated with the IR Niyantrac platform.
The system facilitates remote operation
and monitoring of Tunnel No. 9 lighting
installations, while providing live data on

lighting systems. By enabling The prime plots in Garudeshwar, abutting
real-time monitoring of power the upcoming Tribal Museum, offer a direct
consumption and system per- view of the world’s tallest statue.

formance, the initiative will help s¢ five of the 13 officials allegedly did not
optimize energy usage, reduce w " .
wastage and promote sustainable Meet the _mandatory clau_se o_f comple?mg
practices. The implementation of construction of the residential premises
the IoT-based tunnel lighting within the stipulated period, the plots were
automation system is part of forfeited to the government by default. The

NER’s ongoing efforts to modern- poqt of the plots, however, showed neither a
ize its infrastructure and

. strengthen energy management modest residential construction that the

across the network. Through allotment letters had mandated, nor
i such  initiatives, = Northeast compliance with a two-year construction
Frontier Railway continues to deadline. Senior officials, who did not want

reinforce its commitment to oper- y, he named, told The Indian Express that

tional 11 , ir tal . L :
'. :Jg;?n:éﬁye;ncg tﬁremcr(éggfél (a:f when the administration investigated the

modern railway infrastructure, in complaints, it found multi-storeyed

line with Indian Railways vision of bungalows with six to 12 bedrooms.
a smarter and greener future.

Gujarat Hardlook: A Surat demolition &
several unanswered questions

The demolition operation started swiftly. With the presence of a large number of police personnel,

the residents, who had little clue, could not do anything but to shout for help.

Ahmedabad.(Agency)

Over 100 families rendered homeless after
a ‘ghost’ demolition drive to clear
encroachments on a portion of “private”
land known as Nasirnagar in Surat. First,
the Surat Municipal Corporation claimed
it had no role in the razing of the shanties.
Later, the SMC said the demolition was
indeed carried out by its officials and an
official probe is underway. A month later,
with the matter before the Gujarat High
Court, the SMC shifted around 150
persons to a community hall nearby and
some are still living in tents put up on the
debris of their houses, in the open sky.
Kamal Saiyed reports.

May 30, 2026: Two bulldozers and a JCB

investigation. The police remain committed
to ensuring justice through a transparent,
impartial, and lawful investigation while
taking firm action against anyone attempting
to disturb public order.

drove into Nasirnagar, a ghetto spread
over 28,000 square metres in the Ved
Darwaja area of Surat in the morning
when people were doing their daily

chores — some were cooking, children
were getting ready for school and some
others were preparing to leave for
work.

The demolition operation started
swiftly. With the presence of a large
number of police personnel, the

residents, who had little clue, could &
not do anything but to shout for * -

help. Over 100 shanties were
demolished, leaving the residents

on the streets. Residents of

Nasirnagar claim that the drive §
continued till June 1.

preparing lunch for her daughters %%
Saleha (9) and Aliza (6), before
going for work as a household help in the
neighbourhood when she heard the
commotion and people raising an alarm.
“I came out and found police personnel and

g;a ...--—-'*
Thirty-year-old Shabnam was €= o

managed to salvage some clothes and
cash and rushed out of the house. I saw
my home being demolished before
my eyes. We shouted and cried for
help, but the police threatened us,”
claims Shabnam.

¢ “Everything, including cooked
| food, was buried in the debris; my
children went hungry. 1 have been
staying in this house for the past 15
years. My parents’ home nearby
was also demolished by then,”
says Shabnam, tears rolling down
her face.

~ “The police had cordoned off the
entire area so that nobody could
resist. The majority of the

municipal officials demolishing houses.
Before I could think, the bulldozers were

R |

around 200 metres away, then at my
doorstep and within minutes my house
became a heap of rubble. All my
household items were inside. | somehow

residents are aged over 50. There are
families who are staying for generations
at Nasirnagar. How can we resist?”
Shabnam asks.
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Curious case of Rs 58 lakh recovered by Ram
Temple Trust before theft probe began

New Delhi.(Agency) the UP government last week, wouldlead  efforts to recover the allegedly recovered.
. The Ram Mandir donation theft case has  toregistration of an FIR and the arrests of ~ embezzled money had already begun June 5-8: Remaining amount is returned
Sources claim temple taken a turn with new revelations raising  eight persons, including Avniash Shukla. before the matter formally entered the  through bank transfers.
authorities recovered Rs questions about the culpability of people Sources said that on June 5, representatives  legal process. June 7: Allegations of donation theft enter
. working for the temple's trust. Sources  of'the Trust, acting on the instructions the public domain.
58 lakh before the FIR in havetold thatnearly Rs 58 lakh of money  of then General Secretary Champat | Subsequently, formal legal proceedings
the Ram Temple donation stolen from the donation proceeds was  Rai, accompanied police personnel to began and the investigation expanded.
. traced and recovered even before a  the residence of accused Avinash The timeline is now emerging as a key
theft case, while the Special Investigation Team appointed by ~ Shukla. During the visit, nearly Rs 58 focus of the probe, with agencies
remaining money was the UP government began an lakh was allegedly recovered. Soon examining why recoveries allegedly

investigation into the matter.

According to the sources, certain members
of the Trust carried out their own internal
investigation and recovered Rs 58 lakh
from Avinash Shukla, who is among the
eight people arrested last week in the theft
case. This recovery was made several
days before the allegations of theft
became public and Special Investigation
Team was constituted to look into the
matter.The SIT's findings, submitted to

after, Rai, along with trustee Anil
Mishra, stepped down on moral
grounds.

The development is significant because
the recovery predates the registration
of a formal complaint, according
sources familiar with the investigation.

Sources further claimed that between June
5 and June 8, the remaining amount was
returned by the accused through bank
transfers. The sequence suggests that

began before the registration of a formal
complaint and whether any procedural
lapses occurred during the initial
handling of the case. The latest
revelations build on details that surfaced
earlier regarding the Trust's knowledge of
the alleged theft before it became public.

returned through bank
transfers. The case has
since led to arrests, Trust
resignations, and an SIT
probe into alleged lapses
in donation handling and
oversight.

to

According to sources, the timeline
unfolded as follows:
June 4: Information about the alleged theft Trust officials and police had reached the

residence of one of the accused on June 5,
days before the controversy erupted in the
public domain.

reaches the Trust.
June 5: Trust officials and police visit an
accused's residence; nearly Rs 58 lakh is

Beyond subsidy: CAG
scrutiny can infuse
efficiency into power

Yamuna clean-up a shared

de , ‘How can I stay silent’: Wangchuk on hunger
responsibility, says Delhi CM

strike at Jantar Mantar to back CJP causes

Wi

New Delhi.(Agency)

Chief Minister Rekha Gupta on Sunday joined
volunteers in a Yamuna cleaning campaign at Chilla
village Ghat and said the rejuvenation of the river was a
shared responsibility of Delhiites. A large number of
young people, volunteers, social organisations and
residents participated in the ‘Clean Delhi with CM’
campaign, according to a statement issued by the Chief
Minister’s Office.

“Yamuna is not merely a river but Delhi’s memory,
culture and lifeline. Keeping it clean, pure and free-
flowing is not just the responsibility of the government,
but the shared responsibility of every citizen,” Gupta
said. The Delhi Government is continuously working
towards the scientific, sustainable and comprehensive
rejuvenation of the Yamuna, she said.

The Chief Minister said that the government was
modernising sewage treatment plants, setting up new
decentralised plants, expanding the sewer network and
tapping all drains flowing into the river.

E-Office expansion

CM Rekha Gupta said over 75 per cent of the Delhi
government’s paperwork has shifted to the e-Office
platform, covering 177 departments and nearly 15,700
active users, resulting in reduced paperwork, faster
governance and improved transparency.

Four-year-old girl dies after
falling from tenth floor in
Delhi's Kalkaji Extension

New Delhi.(Agency)

A four-year-old girl died after she allegedly fell from the
10th floor of a residential building in southeast Delhi’s
Kalkaji Extension area, police said. The incident took
place on Saturday evening and the deceased was living
there with her family. Her father, who works as a fish
seller in Govindpuri market, was at work when the
incident occurred. Police said the girl was alone inside
the flat after her mother briefly stepped out to a
neighbour’s house.

Police officers reached the spot after receiving
information about the incident. A crime team and the
Forensic Science Laboratory (FSL) team inspected the
spot and collected evidence. The body has been sent for
a post-mortem examination. Police are examining
CCTYV footage of the area to establish the sequence of
events. Further investigation is underway.

=wg-» Amrita Das, the
4 child’s aunt, urged
the authorities to
improve safety
measures in
residential
buildings. “We
have lost our
child, and we pray
that this never
happens to anyone
else. We urge the authorities to fix the unsafe balconies
and the large gaps between the staircases and the
balcony railings. These safety hazards must be
addressed immediately. The victim’s parents are in a
state of deep grief,” she said.

Local resident Sanjay Sarkar said no one knew exactly
how the incident had happened. According to him, the
child had returned from her maternal grandmother’s
house three days earlier. After putting her to sleep, the
mother had stepped out briefly to speak with a
neighbour. The child is believed to have woken up and
somehow fallen from the balcony. Whether she slipped
through a gap in the railing or climbed over it remains
unclear.

Before beginning his hunger strike, Wangchuk, along with CJP founder
Abhijeet Dipke, visited Rajghat and paid tribute to Mahatma Gandhi.

-

New Delhi.(Agency)
Prominent activist Sonam Wangchuk,
along with six members of left-wing
student group All India Students’
Association (AISA), began a hunger
strike at Jantar Mantar on Sunday,
where the Cockroach Janata
Party (CJP) has been holding a
protest since June 20, demanding
the resignation of Union
Education Minister Dharmendra
Pradhan over alleged
examination irregularities.
Wangchuk had also earlier joined
the CJP’s first protest held at
Jantar Mantar on June 6. Before
beginning his hunger strike,
Wangchuk, along with CJP
founder Abhijeet Dipke, visited
Rajghat and paid tribute to Mahatma
Gandhi. “I have been forced to sit
here, I am not doing this happily. [ am

sitting on a fast in support of both
issues. Many people ask me: ‘You
were doing a movement in Ladakh,
why are you with CJP now?’
Education, which is the issue here,

When some youth raise their voices
on issues with the education system,
how could I have remained silent? It
was natural for me to support them,”
Wangchuk added.

has been close to my heart for the last “When there is no accountability, we

40 years, since I was a student,”
Wangchuk said. “I did engineering,
but never took a job because I felt the
key to all generations is in education.

are forced to take the only way
possible in a democracy -
peaceful protest, and we will do
that,” he said. He also appealed
to people to make ita community
hunger strike by observing at
least a day-long fast. He also
pointed out that when a leader
recognises their mistake, their
stature does not become small or
big. “They (leaders) become
great,” he said. “I want to tell the
government that if you are a
leader of democracy, you should be
kind hearted and empathetic,” he
said.

L-G approves executive magistrate
DMs, revenue officers

Delhi were reorganised through a When the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) emerged as a

powers for

New Delhi.(Agency)

Lieutenant-Governor Taranjit Singh
Sandhu has authorised key revenue
and administrative officers to
exercise executive magistrate powers
in the reorganised districts of the city,
officials said.

The powers will be conferred upon
district magistrates, additional
district magistrates, revenue
assistants, tehsildars and

appoint executive magistrates,
DM/ADM designates, and place
magistrates in charge of subdivisions.

notification issued by the revenue
department on December 25, 2025,
after which a formal conferment of
these magisterial powers became
imperative to ensure seamless
administrative governance,
maintenance of law and order, and
public service delivery across the
newly structured districts, the
officials said.

consolidation officers within their According to a Ministry of Home ChiefMinister Rekha Gupta and Home

respective reorganised jurisdictions,
Lok Niwas officials said. The
decision was made in accordance
with Section 14 of the BNSS, which
replaced the erstwhile CrPC,
empowering the state government to

Affairs (MHA) notification dated
June 28, 2024, the powers and
functions of the state government
under the BNSS (except Section 523)
stand delegated to the lieutenant
governor of Delhi. The districts in

Minister Ashish Sood had approved
the proposal before recommending it
to the L-G. With the L-G’s formal
assent, the government will now issue
an official notification under Section
14 of the BNSS, the officials said.

sector

New Delhi.(Agency)

The recent Delhi High Court order clearing the

way for a Comptroller and Auditor General
(CAG) audit of the privately-owned power
distribution companies (discoms) in the national
capital is a significant development in Delhi’s
power sector since electricity distribution was
privatised over two decades ago. While the
immediate political debate revolves around
transparency and accountability, the larger
question is whether the judgment could initiate
the next phase of power sector reforms in Delhi.

Soon after assuming office, Delhi Power Minister

Ashish Sood sought a CAG audit of the three
private distribution companies operating in the
city. The proposal was resisted by the
companies, leading to legal challenges. The
High Court’s decision now opens the possibility

of an independent examination of their financial
records, expenditure patterns and claims
regarding operational losses.

political force in 2012-13, one of its central
allegations was that the Congress government
had created an opaque privatization process that
excessively benefited private distribution
companies. Arvind Kejriwal himself frequently
demanded independent audits.

On coming to power, the AAP government rather

than revisiting the structure of privatisation
focused on providing consumer relief through
extensive electricity subsidies. Households
consuming electricity within specified limits
received free or heavily subsidised power. The
crucial aspect of this arrangement, however, was
that the burden of these subsidies was borne by
the Delhi government through budgetary
support rather than by the private companies
themselves.

35 years after Sarla Bhat's rape-murder, J&K
probe agency chargesheets Yasin Malik

The Jammu and Kashmir State Investigation Agency (SIA) is set to file a 737-page chargesheet in the 1990 abduction and killing of

Sarla Bhat, alleging the crime was part of a broader JKLF campaign targeting Kashmiri Pandits and marking a major breakthrough

New Delhi.(Agency)

Nearly 35 years after the abduction, rape,
torture and murder of Kashmiri Pandit
nurse Sarla Bhat, the State Investigation
Agency (SIA), Kashmir, is set to file a
737-page chargesheet before a special
court in Srinagar, naming JKLF chief
Mohammad Yasin Malik and other
accused.

Sources confirm the investigation has
revealed the involvement of
Mohammad Yasin Malik, then Chief
Commander of JKLF, along with
Khurshid Ahmad Chalkoo, Abdul
Hamid Sheikh, Mohammad Yousuf Sofi
alias Idrees and Ghulam Mohammad
Taploo in planning and executing the
abduction and brutal killing. While
Abdul Hamid Sheikh, Mohammad
Yousuf Sofi alias Idrees and Ghulam
Mohammad Taploo are deceased,

in a decades-old terror case.

Mohammad Yasin Malik is presently in
judicial custody in another case. Legal
proceedings, including proclamation
proceedings, have been initiated against

absconding terrorist Khurshid

Ahmad Chalkoo (the man who
pulled the trigger), who is believed
to have exfiltrated to Pakistan-
occupied Jammu & Kashmir. The
case was transferred to the SIA,
J&K, on March 18, 2024, under the
orders of the Director General of
Police (DGP), J&K.

The voluminous chargesheet,
painstakingly compiled after an
exhaustive investigation, brings
together a formidable body of oral,

documentary, forensic, ballistic,
medical and electronic evidence
accumulated over decades and
meticulously analysed by SIA Kashmir.

The filing of the chargesheet after nearly
thirty-five years marks a historic
milestone in the pursuit of justice for
victims of terrorism and stands as one of

the most significant breakthroughs in
the investigation of legacy terror crimes
in Jammu & Kashmir.
The case relates to one of the most

barbaric terrorist crimes committed
during the early phase of terrorism in
Kashmir. Sarla Bhat was abducted from
the vicinity of Sher-i-Kashmir Institute

of Medical Sciences (SKIMS) on
B April 18, 1990, subjected to brutal
torture and physical assault, and
thereafter horrendously killed
through automatic rifle fire at
Omer Colony, Malbagh, Srinagar.
For decades, the case remained
unresolved owing to the
extraordinary circumstances
prevailing during the peak years of
terrorism in Jammu & Kashmir.
The atmosphere of fear,
intimidation and terror created by
terrorist organisations had severely
impacted the ability of witnesses to
come forward and disclose material
facts.




New Delhi, Tuesday , 30 June 2026

Wimbledon: Emma Raducanu withdraws,
fit-again Sinner ready to battle heat

NEWS BOX

Was Ben Stokes forced to
retire? England captain breaks
silence on selfish call

New Delhi,. (Agency)

The timing was pure, unadulterated Ben
Stokes. Dropping an international retirement
bombshell midway through the fourth day of a
crucial, series-deciding Test match against
New Zealand at Trent Bridge is a script only he
could write. While the England and Wales
Cricket Board released the official
announcement just 15 minutes before the tea
interval, the 35-year-old was out on the turf,
deep into a relentless bowling spell. The sudden
nature of the exit immediately ignited intense
speculation across the cricketing world: was
England's talismanic captain pushed out by the
hierarchy?

The suspicion was entirely logical. Stokes had
only just returned to the side after being stood
down for the second Test at The Oval on
disciplinary grounds. The ECB and the Cricket
Regulator had launched an investigation into
his late-night celebrations following England's
victory in the first Test at Lord's. Though he was
ultimately cleared of any serious wrongdoing
and reinstated for Trent Bridge, rumours
swirled that the governing body was preparing
to punish their skipper, creating a major rift.

Speaking to Sky Sports after breaking the
news, Stokes addressed the conspiracy theories
directly and made it clear that this was his
choice alone. He denied that the disciplinary
action or the missed match at The Oval had a
direct, causal effect on his decision to bring
down the curtain on a spectacular 15-year
international career.Instead, Stokes revealed
the roots of his departure stretched back much
further, originating during the painful 4-1
Ashes defeat in Australia last winter.

"The Lord's Test, for me, was something that
brought back negative feelings about where I
was in my career," Stokes said.”I'd worked so
hard since getting home to put things right, or at
least that's what I thought I was doing. I put so
much time and effort into doing that and I just
burned myselfout."

Wimbledon Day 1
schedule: Sinner and
Djokovic begin
campaigns amid relief
from heat

New Delhi. (Agency)
The pristine grass courts of the All England
Lawn Tennis and Croquet Club are ready for
action as Wimbledon 2026 gets underway on
Monday, 29 June. Day 1 features a star-
studded line-up packed with definitive title
contenders, structural shift narratives, and
intriguing opening-round tests. All eyes will
be on Centre Court and No. 1 Court as the top
half of the men's draw and the bottom half of
the women's draw commence their campaigns
on the historic SW19 lawns.Wimbledon's

premier show courts will host some of the
biggest names in modern tennis. Action on
Centre Court begins at 1:30 PM BST, while
Court No. 1 matches will commence slightly
earlier at 1:00 PM BST.Here are the
confirmed fixtures for the first two courts in
chronological orderGreat expectations rest on
the shoulders of the day's three marquee
players: Jannik Sinner, Novak Djokovic, and
Aryna Sabalenka.

Jannik Sinner

Defending champion Jannik Sinner shoulders
the unique pressure of opening the fortnight
on Centre Court, a privilege that tests a
player's nerve as much as their baseline
rhythm. The world number one arrives in
London looking to banish the ghosts of a
physically demanding French Open semi-
final exit, where gruelling five-set conditions
ultimately exposed a rare vulnerability in his
otherwise flawless season.Drawn against the
stubborn Miomir Kecmanovic in his opening
match, the Italian's primary challenge will be
to establish his sliding defense and hyper-
aggressive groundstrokes on a pristine grass
surface that remains notoriously slick during
these opening encounters.

Novak Djokovic

For Novak Djokovic, entering SW19 as the
seventh seed represents a fascinating shift in
narrative, placing the seven-time champion in
the rare position of a hunting predator rather
than the hunted favourite.

Emma Raducanu has withdrawn from
Wimbledon after scans confirmed a
stress fracture in her lower right leg.
Jannik Sinner, meanwhile, says rising
temperatures are reshaping preparations
for his title defence.

New Delhi. (Agency)
The opening day of a Grand Slam is
traditionally a celebration of fresh starts and
pristine grass. Yet, as play commences at
Wimbledon, the contrasting fortunes of
Emma Raducanu and Jannik Sinner have laid
bare the unforgiving physical demands of
modern tennis. On the eve of the tournament,
the home crowd was dealt a crushing blow,
while the men's world number one revealed
the extreme lengths required to survive the
sport's shifting climate.For Raducanu, the
tournament ended before it could even begin.
The British number one and 30th seed was
forced into a late, heartbreaking withdrawal
on Sunday evening after a final medical scan
revealed that a persistent lower right leg injury

SPORTS

had progressed into a stress fracture. The 23-
year-old former US Open champion, who was
scheduled to open her campaign against
Croatia's Antonia Ruic on Court One, had
defiantly told reporters earlier that day that
she intended to play through the discomfort.

"I've done everything possible to try to get to
the start line tomorrow but after a final scan
tonight, the niggle I've been managing has
developed into a stress fracture," Raducanu
announced on Instagram.I've been medically
advised to stop pushing through."The setback
forms a devastating chapter in a career

continually disrupted by illness and injury
since her historic 2021 triumph in New York.
Despite a promising grass-court build-up that
saw her reach the final at Queen's Club under
the guidance of reunited coach Andrew
Richardson, the underlying issue — dating
back to the end of the clay-court season —

proved insurmountable. Having sat out
practice last week and cut short a session on
Saturday, the medical reality finally caught up
with the home favourite's ambitions.FIT-
AGAIN SINNER READY

Across the grounds, top seed Jannik Sinner is

India women self-destruct, have no one
else to blume for T20 World Cup exit

«Women's 720 World Cup, INDW vs AUSW:
Harmanpreet Kaur's India crashed out of
the tournament after a six-wicket defeat to
Australia at Lord's on Sunday. The loss
highlighted familiar shortcomings in
bowling, fielding and decision-making,
exposing the areas India must address if
they are to consistently challenge the
world's best.

New Delhi. (Agency)
If anyone had been asked before Sunday's
match which team was most capable of
beating a full-strength Australia, the answer
from most would have been India. At
Lord's, India showed exactly why they were
considered capable. But is being capable
enough? Perhaps not. Perhaps not because
Australia are through to the semifinals,
while India are left wondering what could
have been.Amid all the what-ifs, however,
one question stands out: who was
responsible for India's defeat to Australia?
Yes, Australia were outstanding. Yes, Ellyse
Perry and Ash Gardner were magnificent.
But who let the match slip away after

World Cup what to know: Round of 32 heats
up with Brazil-Japan, Netherlands-Morocco

New Delhi. (Agency)

The World Cup’s knockout stage is already
providing some premier matchups in the
round of 32.1t’s part of a bracket that features
an easier road for some teams than others.
There are three games on Monday, starting
with Brazil vs. Japan in Houston. The
Brazilians — who won Group C — are five-
time World Cup champions but face a tough
opponent in Japan, which is ranked No. 17 in
the world. The Japanese finished second in
Group F with one win and two draws.

Group E winner Germany faces Paraguay in
the day’s second game. Germany scored 10
goals in the group stage, which was tied for
the most of any team. Paraguay bounced
back from a 4-1 loss to the United States by
beating Turkey and fighting to a draw with
Australia to narrowly qualify for the
knockout stage after finishing third in Group

appearing to have the six-time champions
firmly under pressure? Who allowed
Australia to pull off the highest successful
run chase in Women's T20 World Cup
history?As brilliantly as Australia played

,2° Icc wom Er;'s T20 WORLD

and underlined their class, Harmanpreet
Kaur’s India will know they have only
themselves to blame for the defeat and the
subsequent exit. Had they held their nerve
and avoided costly mistakes at crucial
moments, they might still have been alive in
the competition.\

WHY BAT FIRST?

Even before the match began, India had
already started faltering. Their first mistake
came at the toss. Australia have been among

D.The nightcap is a matchup of top-10 teams
when the Netherlands faces Morocco. The

Dutch are often considered the best country
to never win a World Cup, while Morocco
has jumped into soccer’s elite over the past
few years after a surprise run to the 2022
World Cup semifinals in Qatar.What to

the best batting sides in the ongoing
competition, alongside England. That comes
as no surprise, considering they have always
boasted of their batting depth. Choosing to
let them chase, therefore, was inviting
danger.If that wasn't enough, India
should never have made that
decision given how vulnerable
their bowling has looked
throughout the competition. That
weakness was exposed against
South Africa, where Marizanne
Kapp tore into the attack. Without
Shreyanka Patil, India's death
bowling has appeared extremely
fragile. If those reasons weren't
convincing enough, the numbers at
—  Lord's further underlined why
India shouldn't have opted to bat
first.
Out of 31 Women's T20Is played at the
venue, chasing teams have won 21 matches,
reinforcing why India should have bowled
first. Sophie Molineux was sensible and got
exactly what she wanted, admitting she
would also have chosen to bowl had
Australia won the toss. Harmanpreet's
decision proved fatal for India, and
Molineux's side capitalised on that mistake
to make them pay a heavy price.

watch on June 29

— Brazil vs. Japan, 1 p.m. EDT in Houston
(Fox/Telemundo/Peacock)— Germany vs.
Paraguay, 4:30 p.m. EDT in Foxborough,
Massachusetts (Fox/Telemundo/Peacock)—
Netherlands vs. Morocco, 9 p.m. EDT in
Monterrey, Mexico
(Fox/Telemundo/Peacock)Brazil-Japan
matchup features countries with close
relationshipThese countries have extremely
strong ties with Brazil being home to about
2.7 million Japanese descendants, which is
the largest Japanese population outside of
Japan.Those ties extend to soccer where
Brazilian superstar Zico moved to Japan in
1991 to play for the Kashima Antlers and
help build Japan’s professional soccer
network. He managed the Japan national
team from 2002-06, leading the team to the
World Cup in 2006.
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preparing to confront his own phys1ca1
hurdles, albeit with a healthier prognosis. The
24-year-old Italian arrived in southwest
London determined to banish the memory of
his shocking second-round collapse at Roland
Garros. In Paris, Sinner had cruised to a two-
set lead against Juan Manuel Cerndolo before
succumbing to debilitating cramps amidst a
brutal European heatwave.

" With Britain itself experiencing record-

breaking temperatures over the past week,
Sinner's coaching staff spent the subsequent
fortnight overhauling his preparation to
withstand extreme weather. While the intense
heat is forecast to dip slightly for Monday's
opener against Miomir Kecmanovic, the top
seed remains acutely aware that global tennis
is operating under a new atmospheric
reality.” All tests were really good, even
though we are very sure we need to practise in
hotter conditions," Sinner noted."I feel like
everywhere where we're playing, it's going to
be very hot. Every year it's getting warmer and
warmer."The Italian admitted that while "you
cannot simulate 100% what you feel in a
match because of tension," his team has
implemented structural changes to his training
routine.

Vaibhav Sooryavanshi should
wait: India remain stubborn

ahead of England T20 series

New Delhi. (Agency)

India assistant coach Ryan ten Doeschate has
defended the team’s decision to not hand 15-
year-old Vaibhav Sooryavanshi his international
debut against Ireland. Called up after record-
breaking performances in the Indian Premier
League and for India A, Vaibhav remained on the
sidelines as India slumped to a historic series
defeat against Ireland.

Not picked in the playing XI for either of the two
T20Is in Belfast, Vaibhav watched as India’s
batting line-up struggled in both matches.
Shreyas Iyer’s team failed to stamp authority on
either game and ended up getting whitewashed
by Ireland. T20 World Cup 2026 Player of the
Tournament Sanju Samson also endured a
difficult series, returning scores of 5 and 0
respectively. For context, Vaibhav had arrived for
the Ireland series on the back of a record-
breaking half-century against Sri Lanka A in the
tri-series final in Dambulla. Vaibhav, who had an

altercation with a few Sri Lanka players before
the final, smashed an 11-ball fifty - the fastest
recorded in List A history. He was also in
contention to register the joint-fastest List A
hundred but was dismissed for 94 off 29 balls.
WHY DID INDIA NOT DEBUT VAIBHAV
SOORYAVANSHI?

However, India opted not to use the in-form
batter, stating there was no hurry in handing the
15-year-old his debut. Speaking at the post-series
press conference, Ryan ten Doeschate said it was
difficult to leave out Sanju Samson, who had
played a major role in India’s T20 World Cup
2026 triumph.“He’s absolutely ready to play
international cricket, there’s no doubt about that.
But also, I think it’s not a question to say you can
leave Sanju Samson out. A guy who went a long
way to winning India the World Cup three
months ago. A guy who’s had a fairly good IPL,”
Doeschate said.

Canada reach World Cup last 16 as Stephen
Eustaquio's late strike sinks South Africa

wSouth Africa delivered a timely reality
check to India in Manchester. The six-
wicket defeat exposed glaring
shortcomings in Harmanpreet Kaur's
side and raised fresh questions about
their ability to translate 0Dl dominance
into T20 success as the bhattle for the

semi-finals heats up.
|

LOS ANGELES. (Agency)

Stephen Eustaquio's stoppage-time winner
fired Canada to a 1-0 win over South Africa on
Sunday in the first match of the World Cup
knockout rounds, as the co-hosts advance to
the last 16 for the first time in their history.

With both sides making their inaugural
appearance in the knockout phase, the game
appeared to be heading for extra time, before
Eustaquio broke South African hearts with a

clinical hit from just outside the area. r W

Canada -- playing in Los Angeles /)
despite being co-hosts, after failing to
win their group -- will now face the
Netherlands or Morocco in Houston
in the last 16 on July 4, as South
Africa's World Cup adventure comes
to an end."We felt like we could wear
them down over time, and it took 92
minutes, but we got there," said
Canada coach Jesse Marsch.

The manager said his team could have
"made life a little easier on ourselves"
by converting multiple good chances
earlier in the game.

"But obviously the timing of the goal
means that the win is incredibly
dramatic, and I think the effect that it will have
in Canada and the inspiring of people will be
immense," he added.Before the game, Marsch
had talked up the "X-factor" of Canada's star
Alphonso Davies, available again after a
hamstring injury.But the Bayern Munich
wing-back, who was yet to appear at this
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World Cup, remained glaringly absent from
the starting line-up.Still, Canada began on the
front foot, racking up chances against South
Africa's low block.In the 22nd minute, a
pinpoint Eustaquio free-kick found Derek
Cornelius wide open on the six-yard line. The
Canada center-back utterly mistimed his
headed effort.South Africa threatened

SRNesessesags

sporadically on the counter. But in
a frenetic period just before half-
time Canada came agonizingly
close.
- From a corner, Moise Bombito's
header was cleared off the line,
before Tajon Buchanan's follow-
b=@ up shot was blocked by goalkeeper
# Ronwen Williams.Moments later
Khuliso Mudau crashed into the
4 dangerous Richie Laryea, but his
penalty appeals were waved
away.That enraed a heavily
Canadian crowd, and the jeers
| grew louder after half-time as
South Africa were content to
exchange deep passes under little
pressure while the clock ticked down.Just past
the hour mark, Canada came close
again.Substitute Niko Sigur slid a through ball
to Tani Oluwaseyi whose shot was well-saved
by the goalkeeper and looped up toward
Jonathan David -- but defender Mbekezeli
Mbokazi just got there first and cleared
brilliantly.
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Rupee gains 20 paise
against US dollar as softer
crude prices lift sentiment

New Delhi.(Agency)
The rupee appreciated 20 paise to 94.25 against the US
dollar in early trade on Monday supported by easing
crude oil prices, even as a firm US dollar and tepid
investor risk appetite weighed on sentiments.Forex
traders said the rupee opened on a positive note with oil
prices remaining supportive and foreign inflows
improving. The overall bias remains positive for the
rupee, they said, adding that the immediate hurdle
remains the US dollar, which continues to hold firm
near a 13-month high.At the interbank foreign
exchange market the rupee opened at 94.36, then
gained momentum and touched 94.25, registering a
gain of 20 paise from its previous low.On Thursday, the
rupee settled at 94.45 against the US dollar.
Indian stock, currency, and commodities markets were
shut on Friday on account of Muharram.
"The rupee may remain under pressure amid a firm US
dollar and the risk of a rebound in crude oil prices,
though bond inflows could offer some support.
Technically, 93.50-94.10 is a strong support zone,
while a breakout above 94.80 could open the way
towards 95.30-95.50," said CR Forex Advisors MD -
Amit Pabari.Meanwhile, India's forex reserves
increased by USD 963 million to USD 672.587 billion
during the week ended June 19, the RBI said on Friday.
In the previous reporting week, the overall reserves
had dropped by USD 9.985 billion to USD 671.625
billion.According to Pabari, a steady gain in India's
forex reserves shows the Reserve Bank is rebuilding its
buffer after months of heavy dollar selling. Meanwhile,
the dollar index, which gauges the greenback's
strength against a basket of six currencies, was trading
at 101.37, up 0.02 per cent.Brent crude, the global oil
benchmark, was trading higher by 0.72 per cent at
USD 72.51 per barrel in futures trade."Brent crude has
slipped to around USD 72 per barrel, its lowest in four
months, after falling more than 10 per cent in just one
week. Tankers are moving freely through the Strait of
Hormuz again, and Gulf supply is returning to normal.
For a country that imports most of its crude, this means
a lighter import bill and softer dollar demand," Pabari
said.

Gold and silver prices
decline marginally: Check
retail prices in major cities

New Delhi.(Agency)

The price of gold and silver declined in the retail
market in India today, June 29. The dips were
marginal but both the 24 karat and 22 karat varieties
showed a downward trend. Silver prices also
decreased in the domestic bullion market. MCX gold
rate for August futures contracts was trading 0.32%
lower at the level of Rs 144,130 per 10 grams while
on the same exchange silver futures were trading
about 0.13% lower at the level of Rs 223,470 per kg
in the morning.

Analysts have said that both gold and silver can be
remain under pressure this week as investors assess
the impact of fresh conflicts and a halt to the strikes
and counter strikes and meet in Doha for peace talks
to save the dialogue. This week major economic data
will also come out on manufacturing and services
PMI for major economies, inflation data in Europe
and unemployment numbers from the US. Both gold
and silver prices will remain in the correction zone
said analysts.

Dollar strength rises, safe haven interest falls

In fact, from the Indian bullion market to the global
market, there is a decline in the prices of gold and
silver. This can bring relief to consumers of gold and
gold jewellery. Due to the indications from the US
Federal Reserve to keep the interest rates high for a
long time and the strengthening of the US dollar,
there is a lot of pressure on precious metals globally.
Apart from this, the decision to once again give
importance to the talks between America and Iran
has reduced the demand for gold as a ‘safe haven’i.e.
safe investment, due to which the prices are
continuously falling.

[IFCL plans $1 billion
overseas loan, also eyes
$400 million ADB funding
to back infrastructure push

New Delhi.(Agency)
State-owned India Infrastructure Finance Company
Ltd (ITIFCL) is planning to raise $1 billion from
overseas investors in what could become its largest
foreign-currency loan, while also holding talks with
the Asian Development Bank (ADB) for a separate
$400 million loan, a senior company executive told
Reuters.
The fundraising comes after the Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) introduced a series of measures to encourage
dollar inflows and support the rupee, including
allowing state-run firms and banks to raise foreign-
currency funds to hedge forex exposure at subsidised
rates.$1 billion loan planned
The proposed $1 billion loan will have a 15-year tenure
and carry an interest rate of below 7%, while
discussions with ADB are centred on a separate 20-
year loan of about $400 million, IIFCL Deputy
Managing Director Palash Srivastava told Reuters.
Srivastava said [IFCL doubled the size of the proposed
15-year borrowing from an initial $500 million after
the RBI announced the subsidised borrowing facility.
Reuters had earlier reported that three Indian
development finance institutions planned to raise at
least $1.5 billion through foreign-currency bank loans
under the RBI's new framework.Dollar bond also on
the cardsApart from bank borrowings, IIFCL is also
evaluating its debut dollar bond issue of around $100
million by the end of the year.
"The bond will likely be in the three- to five-year
tenor," Srivastava told Reuters.
RBImeasures spur overseas fundraising
Dollar fundraising by Indian financial institutions has
picked up after the RBI opened its subsidised foreign
borrowing window.
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Nearly Rs 9,000 crore in unclaimed
insurance: How to check if any is yours

MUMBALI.(Agency)

Nearly Rs 9,000 crore belonging to
insurance policyholders and their families
is lying unclaimed with life and general
insurance companies, often because
nominees are unaware of policies,
documents have been misplaced or
policyholders failed to update their
records.According to information shared
by the government in Parliament in March
2026, Rs 8,973.89 crore in unclaimed
insurance funds was lying with insurers as
of February 28 this year.An insurance
amount is treated as unclaimed if it remains
unpaid for more than 12 months after it
becomes due. While the money may
eventually be transferred to the
government's Senior Citizens' Welfare
Fund after 10 years, policyholders,
nominees and legal heirs can still claim it
forup to 25 years after the transfer.

Here's why so much money goes
unclaimed—and how you can check if
some of it belongs to you.

WHY DOES INSURANCE MONEY

GO UNCLAIMED?
One of the biggest reasons is that
families simply do not know an

insurance policy exists.The ET report “--.._\_\

narrates the case of a Delhi woman
who discovered her late father's life
insurance policy only after finding an
email from the insurer months after his
death. The family eventually
recovered nearly Rs 4 lakh in maturity
proceeds after locating the original
policy documents.Experts say such
cases are far more common than many
realise.

"Unclaimed insurance money
continues to remain a liability on the
insurers' books and is subject to regulatory
oversight. However, the bigger challenge is
the lack of awareness and proactive action
by policyholders and nominees in claiming
benefits that rightfully belong to them,"
Shilpa Arora, Co-founder and Chief
Operating Officer at Insurance Samadhan,
told ET.According to Saurabh Vijayvergia,
Founder and CEO of CoverSure,

traditional life insurance products such as
endowment, money-back and whole-life
policies account for a large share of
unclaimed money because they run for 15
to 30 years."During this period,
policyholders may change their addresses,
contact details or nominee information,"

Most of the unclaimed money is
linked to life insurancelt includes
maturity proceeds, death claims,
surrender values, survival
benefits, premium refunds and
reduced paid-up benefits that
were never collected.

For health and general insurance
policies, the reasons are often
different.

Kunal Kabra, Founder of
Kustodian.Life, told ET that
while life insurance is largely a
"discoverability problem",
general insurance usually
involves incomplete
reimbursements, premium refunds or
claims that were never fully processed.
Rajat Dutta, Founder of Inheritance Needs
Services, told ET that many health
insurance claims remain unsettled because
policyholders fail to submit all the required

Vijayvergiatold ET.

LIFE INSURANCE FORMS THE

BIGGEST CHUNK

Samsung, SK Hynix's $518 billion Al bet:
Why the chip giants are expanding

New Delhi.(Agency)
Samsung Electronics and SK Hynix on
Monday unveiled plans to build four
new semiconductor fabrication plants as
part of an 800 trillion won ($518 billion)
project in South Korea, one of the
biggest investments yet linked to the
global artificial intelligence (Al)
boom.

Under the plan, the two chipmakers
will build two fabrication plants each
in South Korea's southwest region.
The broader project will also include
suppliers, infrastructure and
advanced semiconductor facilities,
creating one of the world's largest
chip manufacturing ecosystems.The
sheer scale of the investment has
grabbed headlines. But the bigger
question is: why are two of the
world's largest chipmakers investing so
aggressively?Al IS CHANGING THE
CHIPINDUSTRY

The rise of Al has dramatically increased
demand for semiconductors.

Every Al model, from ChatGPT and

Gemini to enterprise Al systems used by
businesses, relies on vast amounts of
computing power. Training and running
these systems requires massive data
centres packed with advanced

processors and memory chips.That
demand has fundamentally changed the
semiconductor business.For years,
chipmakers relied heavily on demand
from smartphones,
consumer electronics. Today, Al
infrastructure has emerged as one of the

laptops and

industry's fastest-growing markets, with
technology companies racing to build
the computing capacity needed to
support Al services. WHY SAMSUNG
AND SK HYNIX MATTER

Samsung and SK Hynix are
not just any semiconductor
companies. They are among
the world's largest producers
of memory chips, a critical
component in Al systems.
These chips allow Al models
to process, store and move
enormous amounts of data at
high speeds.

SK Hynix has emerged as a
dominant supplier of High-
Bandwidth Memory (HBM), a
specialised type of memory
that has become essential for

Al servers and Nvidia's Al accelerators.
Samsung is also aggressively expanding
its presence in the HBM market as
competition intensifies.As Al adoption
grows, demand for such memory chips is
expected to increase sharply.

Stock markets decline in early trade amid
renewed flare-up in geopolitical tensions

MUMBALI.(Agency)

Market benchmark indices Sensex and
Nifty drifted lower in early trade on
Monday amid renewed .
hostilities between the US and
Iran.The 30-share BSE Sensex
declined 63.65 points to
77,047.63 during initial
trading. The 50-share NSE
Nifty went marginally up by
16.55 points to
24,070.20.Later, the BSE
benchmark dropped 246.54
points to 76,853.93, and the
Nifty dipped 50.55 points to
24,005.45 .From the 30-Sensex
firms, Kotak Mahindra Bank,
Mahindra & Mahindra, Adani
Ports, InterGlobe Aviation, HCL Tech
and Reliance Industries were among the
major laggards.Eternal, Trent, Asian
Paints and Tech Mahindra were among
the gainers.

Brent crude, the global oil benchmark,

traded 0.72 per cent higher at USD 72.51
per barrel."Indian equity markets are
expected to trade on a cautious note

following a renewed flare-up in
geopolitical tensions after fresh military
exchanges between the US and
Iran."Although both sides have
reportedly agreed to halt further attacks
following the latest escalation, the

developments have reintroduced an
element of uncertainty into global
financial markets and are likely to keep

investor sentiment guarded in the
near term," Ponmudi R, CEO of
Enrich Money, an online trading
and wealth-tech firm, said.In Asian
markets, South Korea's Kospi and
Japan's Nikkei 225 index traded
lower, while Shanghai's SSE
Composite index and Hong Kong's
Hang Seng index quoted in the
green.

US markets ended marginally
lower on Friday.Stock markets
were closed on Friday for
Muharram.Foreign Institutional
Investors (FIIs) bought equities

worth Rs 383.76 crore on Thursday,
according to exchange data.

On Thursday, the Sensex settled 109.25
points, or 0.14 per cent, higher at
77,100.47. The Nifty rose by 34.35
points, or 0.14 per cent, to end at 24,056.

hospital documents after discharge,
particularly when treatment takes place
away from their home city.

One missed EMI, endless
harassment? The dark side
of digital lending boom

New Delhi.(Agency)
We've all been there. It's the last week of the month,
your salary is still a few days away, and an
unexpected expense pops up—a medical bill, a bike
repair or an overdue credit card payment. A quick
search on your phone throws up dozens of apps
promising "Instant loan in 5 minutes" and "No
paperwork, no waiting." It sounds like the perfect
solution.But for thousands of Indians, that five-
minute loan has turned into months of harassment,
anxiety and mounting debt.As I looked deeper into
India's fast-growing digital lending market, I
realised the real story isn't just about easy credit. It's
about what happens when borrowers miss a
repayment.
FROM FINANCIAL HELP TO FINANCIAL
TRAP
A 28-year-old woman from Delhi, who did not wish
to be named, lost her job during a company
restructuring last year. With rent due and credit card
bills piling up, she borrowed Rs 1 lakh through a
digital lending app."The money came within
minutes," she told me. "I thought I'd repay it after
finding another job."She couldn't.Initially,
recovery agents called once or twice a day. Within a
week, the calls became relentless—sometimes
every hour. She says they warned her that her
employer and family would be informed if she
failed to repay. Unable to cope with the pressure,
she borrowed money from a friend and cleared the
loan.Her story mirrors the findings of an Expert
Panel (a firm which offers legal support system for
loan resolution and protection from financial
harassment) survey of 10,000 distressed borrowers.
Nearly 72% said they had experienced harassment
by recovery agents. Around 67% reported repeated
calls from multiple numbers, 11% faced visits to
their homes or workplaces, while 8% received
threats of legal action, the survey revealed.
A GENERATION BORROWING AT THE TAP
OFASCREEN
India's digital lending boom has been driven largely
by younger borrowers.
Gen Z accounts for 41% of first-time borrowers,
with nearly 46% taking loans to buy smartphones,
laptops and other gadgets. Millennials make up
around 45% of personal loan borrowers, often
borrowing for lifestyle expenses, home
improvements or starting small businesses,
according to the survey.Digital lending has
undoubtedly improved financial inclusion. Many
borrowers who struggled to access traditional bank
loans can now receive credit within minutes.
But faster approvals have also made borrowing
easier than understanding the risks.

Home sales slip 6%: Why are buyers
pulling back across top cities?

ANAROCK said housing sales across the
top seven cities fell im 02 2026 even as
new launches rose. The data showed a
more balanced market as war-linked
uncertainty and IT sector concerns
weighed on buyers.

New Delhi.(Agency)

For the past few years, India's housing
market has surprised everyone with its
resilience. Even as home loan rates
climbed, and property prices inched higher,
buyers continued to flock to new launches.
Developers, encouraged by robust
demand, kept adding projects across major
cities.

But the latest numbers suggest that the
market may finally be catching its
breath.Home sales across India's top seven
cities fell 6% year-on-year in the second
quarter of 2026, according to ANAROCK
Research. Nearly 90,700 homes were sold
between April and June, compared with
over 96,000 during the same period last
year. On a quarter-on-quarter basis, sales

slipped an even sharper 11%.Does this
mean the housing boom is over? Not quite.
Instead, experts believe the market is
entering a more balanced phase, where
buyers are taking more time to make
decisions while developers continue
betting on long-term demand.

GLOBAL TENSIONS SLOW
HOUSINGDEMAND

One of the biggest reasons behind the
slowdown is uncertainty. The ongoing

moderation was largely expected.

"These readings are along expected lines,
as the Middle East war's impacts on the
entire sector were all too obvious. Reasons
aside, what we have currently is a more
balanced housing market where new
supply is catching up with absorption as
sales growth moderated across most top
cities." According to him, today's housing
market is no longer driven by panic buying
or fear of missing out. Instead, demand is
becoming more measured and closely
aligned with actual supply.

BUYERS ARE BECOMING MORE
SELECTIVE

The slowdown does not necessarily mean
buyers have disappeared. Rather, many

conflict in West Asia has disrupted supply
chains, fuelled concerns over commodity
prices and added to the broader sense of
economic caution.

This uncertainty has affected homebuyers
as much as businesses. Purchasing a house
is among the biggest financial decisions
families make, and periods of geopolitical
instability often encourage people to delay
such commitments.

ANAROCK Chairman Anuj Puri says the

appear to be taking a wait-and-watch
approach.Higher property prices over the
past two years, concerns around global
economic growth and uncertainty in sectors
such as IT and IT-enabled services have
made households more cautious.Puri
believes another factor is also at play.

"The Middle East war's disruptions and,
inevitably, Al-related uncertainties in the
IT/ITeS sector have pushed more buyers
onto the fence."
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Kalki 2898 AD Turns 2

DU CSIT 4

Recalls Turning Down A Role
Before Taking Up THIS One 1

alki 2898 AD, starring Prabhas, Deepika Padukone, and
Amitabh Bachchan in the lead roles, had another actress

who wasn’t seen in the film but was still an integral part of
it. Remember Prabhas’ witty Al-powered companion, Bujji? Did
you know it was Keerthy Suresh whose voice brought Bujji to
life? Now, as Kalki 2898 AD turns two, Keerthy has revealed that
she was first offered a different role in the film, but she turned it

down.

Speaking about it, National Award winn
Keerthy revealed that she chose not to t
up the original role offered to her. Alth
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Rishi Kapoor Was ‘Depressed'
Atter Karz Release, Film Was
Called A Flop: Subhash Ghai

Y

memory lane as his 1980 cult classic ‘Karz’

completed 46 years on June 27. Looking
back at the film’s journey, Subhash Ghai revealed
that the cast and crew, especially late actor Rishi
Kapoor, were left depressed after the film was
declared as a flop at the box office upon its release.
Taking to his social media account, Ghai shared a
collage featuring celebration marking the film’s
legacy and a vintage behind-the-scenes picture
from the sets of ‘Karz’, followed by the poster of
the movie. The old picture features Subhash Ghai
directing Rishi Kapoor and actress Tina Munim
while the filming of Karz.
Sharing the post, the filmmaker wrote, “Today:
they call it a GRAND MUSICAL SHOW.
YESTERDAY: They called it a FLOP SHOW on
release 1980, 27 June.-We all were depressed, Rishi
Kapoor specially. Today we all celebrate it as
evergreen musical film. We all come together to
celebrate its 46th year n miss our great actor friend
#RISHI KAPOOR of KARZ. NOW On the way to
be a MUSICAL STAGE SHOW BROADWAY
SOON. Congratulations the team of #KARZ
produced by MUKTA FILMS 1980."

I \ilmmaker Subhash Ghai took a trip down

she has not revealed which character

was, she admitted that she still

wanted to be a part of the

ambitious sci-fi epic.

“Nagi offered me another role

in the film, which I was not

very sure of. But later he

| messaged me one day and

. he was like, ‘Do you

want to peep through a

| wall at least?’ I said, ‘I
would love to in your

film.” In his film, I know I will end up doing

something. And I’'m actually glad I said no to the

other character because I was able to do this one.

So, he called me and he said, ‘Listen, I want you

to be there in the film.” And he said, ‘There is this

very interesting character, which is a voice. So,

Talking about Karz, the movie released on June 27,
1980, and was directed and produced by Subhash
Ghai under the Mukta Arts banner. The
reincarnation thriller starred Rishi Kapoor, Tina
Munim, Simi Garewal, Raj Kiran, Premnath, Pran
and Durga Khote in pivotal roles.

The story of the iconic movie revolved around
Monty, a successful singer who begins
experiencing mysterious memories from a past life,
eventually discovering that he is the reincarnation
of Ravi Verma, a wealthy man who was murdered
by his wife Kamini for his fortune. The film further
follows his quest and determination for
justice.Apart from the movie’s storyline and
performances, Karz also made headlines for its
iconic soundtrack. The music was composed by
Laxmikant-Pyarelal with lyrics by Anand Bakshi,

you have to voice an Al bot.” So, I didn’t
understand in the beginning. So, I said, ‘So you
don’t need me for the shoot?’ He said, ‘No, I just
need your voice.” And I go, “Wow, this is
different.” The minute I heard it, I said, ‘Yes, I'm
doing it.”"

Despite never appearing on screen, Keerthy’s
voice performance became one of the highlights of
Kalki 2898 AD. Bujji’s playful personality,
emotional moments, and witty interactions with

Prabhas resonated strongly with audiences, making

the character an instant fan favourite.
Keerthy Suresh’s work front

and it remains iconic even decades later. Songs
such as ‘Om Shanti Om’, ‘Ek Hasina Thi’, ‘Dard-
E-Dil Dard-E-Jigar’, ‘Main Solah Baras Ki’ and
‘Paisa O Paisa’ continue to remain chartbusters.

Salman Khan To Leave Galaxy

Apartments? Actor Gets Nod For New
6-Storey Bandra Home

Meanwhile, on the work front, Keerthy has a lot on her
plate. The actress will be seen in Sathyavan Savithiri,
Raftaar, Akka, Rowdy Janardhana, and a project with
Daggubati Venkatesh, further expanding her filmography.

Akshay Kumar Shot Ghis Ghis Ghis Despite Severe Fever

\kshara Singh

Calls Him Dedicated

kshay Kumar’s Welcome To The Jungle
has finally arrived in theatres, and as
audiences react to the comic caper,
Bhojpuri actress Akshara Singh has opened up
about her experience of working with the
Bollywood star. Akshara, who features in
the song Ghis Ghis Ghis from the film,

shooting despite battling a high fever.
In an interview with ANI, Akshara
praised Akshay’s discipline and
dedication, revealing that he
was running a fever of
around 103-104 degrees
during the shoot but
© . refused to let it affect the
‘r"ﬁ schedule.

- Akshara Singh Recalls
Shooting With Akshay
Kumar
Akshara Singh, one of
the most popular names
in Bhojpuri cinema,
made a special
appearance in Welcome
To The Jungle through the
song Ghis Ghis Ghis. The
track features her

alongside Akshay Kumar in a

fun, high-energy setup with

choreographed moves.

Speaking about the shoot, Akshara
said she was struck by Akshay’s
professionalism. She revealed that

recalled how Akshay continued

the actor was unwell at the time and had a severe
viral infection, but continued to perform with
full energy once the camerarolled.

“The biggest thing was that he had a fever of
103-104 degrees while shooting. I kept
observing him and realised how much he loves
his work and his craft. He works with a great
sense of responsibility and dedication," she said.
Despite his illness, Akshay reportedly did not
retreat to his vanity van for long breaks or halt
the shoot. Akshara shared that he pushed through
the discomfort and made sure the production did

not suffer because of him.

Akshara Singh Praises Akshay Kumar’s
Dedication

Akshara said what impressed her most was the
way Akshay would transform the moment the
director called action. Even while physically
unwell, the actor masked his discomfort and
performed with his usual energy and smile.For
Akshara, the experience became a lesson in
commitment.

&

alman Khan has received approval to
construct a new six-storey residential

building in Mumbai’s Bandra, bringing the
Khan family a step closer to a new home in the
neighbourhood where the actor has lived for
decades.
However, there is no official confirmation yet on
whether Salman will move out of Galaxy
Apartments, his long-time Bandra residence,
where he has lived since 1974.
Salman Khan Gets Approval For New Bandra
Building
The Maharashtra Coastal Zone Management
Authority granted approval for the proposed
building on June 16. The new residential structure
will come up in Bandra’s Chimbai area, located a
short distance from Galaxy Apartments.According
to MCZMA sources, the plot where the building is
set to be constructed is registered in the name of
Salman Khan’s mother, Salma Khan. The property
earlier had a two-storey house that had been
standing since before 1956. The old structure was
later demolished after it became structurally
unsafe. The approved project includes a ground
floor, stilt parking and six upper floors. The
proposed building will have a total built-up area of
around 1,014 square metres and will be developed
by Sach Developers.
The project had earlier received the Brihanmumbai
Municipal Corporation’s Intimation of
Disapproval, a preliminary approval, in October
2025. With the MCZMA clearance now in place,
the development has moved closer to the
construction stage.
No Trees To Be Cut During Construction
The approval also comes with environmental
conditions. As per the clearance, no existing trees
will be cut during the construction of the building.
Instead, new trees belonging to local species will be
planted around the property.The move is part of the
environmental safeguards attached to the project,
given that the construction falls under the purview
ofthe coastal zone authority.
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How to cope with a

arcer

low and stay

Anjali mundetiya, a 36-year-old
advertising professional, says, "I
have been working in this
company for the past three years
and | have seen a few colleagues
being fired for no reason. | now
fear | will face the same
treatment and it has affected my
work." She's not alone, given the
scenario.

Relationship counseller Sauleha Shaik, however, feels it's
okay to feel the slump at work sometimes. He says, "You need
to boost your motivation every now and then so that you don't
lose hope." he adds.

So, stop fretting over and here's how you can keep yourself
motivated:

A4

Key ’rohupdpiness
at work 1s
unrelated to

Job

From taking lunchtime walks to adjusting frustrating
commutes to trading old jobs for ones we actually like, we
make changes (both big and small) for the sake of our
workplace happiness. But what many of us might not
realise is that the biggest mood booster could be sitting in

Positive

Stay positive:

No matter what the job atmosphere is, remember that staying
positive will keep you motivated. Also, negativity will sap you
off your energies. When you stay optimistic, it will

automatically show in your work.

Surround yourself with happy colleagues:

At times, the reason to feel demotivated at work is that you
have too many negative people surrounding you at your
workplace. These are people who are constantly cribbing about
the work atmosphere and leave no stones unturned when they "
have to gossip about something at work. Take the hint and try to
maintain a distance from such people because their constant
nagging may one day make you become just like them.

Talk it out with your boss:

If you think the reason for feeling demotivated is your boss's
attitude, then try talking it out with your immediate superior.
Not only will you feel relieved, you will also be able to

understand the perspective of your boss.
Don't worry too much:

Don't get too affected by your colleague losing his/her job or
people finding it difficult to cope at work. It's all a part and
parcel of the professional environment. Working hard will

surely reap benefits.
Look out for another job:

Says clinical psychologist Dr Seema Hingorrany, "Staying in a
negative work atmosphere pulls you into further negativity. So,
if you are not happy with your present job, it is better to look out

for ajob which suits you."
Seek professional help:

Says Advaita Kalra, a 27-year-old software engineer, "I was
jobless for almost eight months and had started losing hope. I
would keep applying to various companies, but none had any
vacancy. That is when a friend suggested that I approach an
outsourced HR agency. Within two weeks, they approached me

with a job opening and I was happy to take it up."

the desk chairright next to us.

According to a new report, which explores what
employees love most about their jobs, one of the most
important factors in enjoying a 9-to-5 gig is the
company we keep as we do so. Nearly 40% of survey
respondents named their co-workers as the top reason
they love working for their company, with 66%
saying those positive relationships increased their
productivity and 55% saying they helped mitigate
their on-the-job stress levels. And considering the
average office worker spends 47.5 hours or more in
office each week, some employees may spend more
time with their co-workers than with family members
or friends outside of the office.

"The centrality of social connections to our health and
well-being cannot be overstressed," says author
Sonja Lyubomirsky. Employers are beginning to
recognise the importance of these connections in the
office and are taking steps to reinvent the workplace
to help nurture the positive aspects of employees'
work experiences, reducing burnout and turnover in
the process.

Camaraderie at work — or even just the opportunity
for it — has been found to not just make for a happy
employee but a more effective business as a whole.
Whether coworkers use their time to air grievances
about their bosses, chat about weekend plans or head
out to happy hour together, close bonds help dissolve
dissatisfaction they may feel otherwise, making them
more likely to work productively and remain in their
current position for longer.

LIFESTYLE

},

The Sikh Times 12

Are you always

Repetitive lateness, if neglected, can become a part of
your character. Here are a few tips to avoid being late:
Sleep well: If you have trouble getting out of bed early in
the morning, then make a serious effort to get to bed
earlier. Sufficient sleep is essential for maximum brain
function anyway, so you really don't want to ignore this.
Give yourself a buffer time: Don't be on a tight

timeline. Give yourself enough time to finish your daily
chores and get ready for work.

Waking up to rush to work will only keep you running
around. Organize your day Keep a diary to note down
your "things-to-do' list. Jot down your appointments and
tasks clearly . It is always beneficial to maintain a log of
your day-to-day activities.

Pack your bag a day before If you struggle to reach your
college on time, keep your bag ready ahead of time. In
fact, do itanight before. Don't procrastinate.

Stop misusing the snooze button:

Struggling

to be on time?

Take the snooze button out of your life. Get up
when the alarm rings and get rid of the habit of
pressing the snooze button every morning.

Take your appointments and tasks seriously: A
laid back approach will prevent you from reaching
your destination on time.
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