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Chandigarh, June 25: Punjab Chief
Minister Bhagwant Singh Mann on
Wednesday addressed an important press
conference in Chandigarh and strongly reject-
ed the allegations linked to the controversial

viral video that has triggered a political storm
in Punjab. Mann claimed that the person seen
in the video was not him, and alleged that
someone wearing a mask resembling his face
had been used in a deliberate attempt to
malign his image and damage his political rep-
utation. Speaking to the media, Bhagwant
Mann said the entire episode was part of a
well-planned conspiracy aimed at tarnishing
his credibility and misleading the public. He
maintained that the viral footage was being
used as a political weapon by his opponents
and insisted that the truth would eventually
come out. According to Mann, those behind

the controversy wanted to create confusion,
stir emotions and drag
Punjab into unnecessary
political and religious tur-
moil. The Punjab Chief
Minister further said that
he was prepared to place
all material, evidence and
information related to the
video and the alleged
“mask” before Akal Takht
Sahib. He stated that if
Akal Takht summoned
him, he would present
himself and cooperate
fully. Mann stressed that
he had full respect for the
authority and sanctity of
Akal Takht Sahib and had
no hesitation in appearing
before it to explain his
position. During the press
conference, Mann also
raised serious concerns
over the forensic angle of the case. He alleged
that individuals connected with the forensic
examination or laboratory process had been
pressured and intimidated. According to him,
some people were being forced to claim that
money had been exchanged for the prepara-
tion of the report. Mann suggested that this

was part of a larger effort to fabricate a narra-
tive against him and
lend credibility to
what he described
as a false controver-
sy. Bhagwant Mann
argued that the
issue was no longer
just about a viral
clip, but had been
turned into a broad-
er political contro-
versy with the
intention of desta-
bilising his govern-
ment and damaging
Punjab’s atmos-
phere. He said his
government had
always respected
religious institutions
and public senti-
ments, and therefore
the allegations being

levelled against him were completely baseless.
He accused opposition parties of trying to
divert attention from the work of the Punjab
government by creating sensational controver-
sies. The Chief Minister’s remarks have come
at a time when the opposition has intensified its
attack on him.        Contd.................page-3

Bhagwant Mann Says Viral Video Is a Conspiracy,
Claims “Mask” Used to Defame Him

Punjab Chief Minister
addresses press conference
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ready to place evidence
before Akal Takht Sahib



Gurgaon.(Agency)
The Postgraduate Institute of Child Health 
(PGICH), Noida, has commissioned a fully 
automated immunohistochemistry 
(IHC) analyser, a facility expected to 
speed up cancer diagnosis and 
improve diagnostic accuracy in 
children and adults alike.
The state govt funded the Rs 50 lakh 
project, making it Noida's first such 
facility.Dr Jyotsna Madan, head of 
pathology, stated the new system 
identifies specific tumour protein 
markers, enabling precise cancer 
c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  f o r  t a rg e t e d  
treatments, making it more efficient 
than microscopy, which only 
confirms the presence of a tumour.The 
analyser comes amid rising demand for 
specialised cancer diagnostics. Besides 
malignancies, the technology can diagnose 

benign disorders like Hirschsprung disease 
in children and cytomegalovirus infections 
in tissue samples.PGICH has extended the 

diagnostic service to external hospitals and 
non-institute patients. The cost of testing 
varies by case and ranges from Rs 450 to Rs 
4,000.Until now, the process was 

performed manually, making it labour-
intensive and time-consuming.
"The manual procedure could take an entire 

day, requiring continuous 
supervision from a technician. 
With the automated analyser, 
one batch of tests can be 
completed in about 3.5 hours, 
allowing us to run two to three 
batches a day depending on 
demand," Dr Madan said.She 
added that the machine uses 
b a r c o d e - b a s e d  t r a c k i n g ,  
software-controlled dispensing 
of reagents and temperature 
regulation, ensuring more 
precision and consistency.

Officials said the facility will also reduce 
dependence on referral laboratories, 
making advanced cancer testing more 
accessible and cost-effective for patients.

Tatkal appointments among Haryana's 
new digital reforms for property deals

Rapid cancer diagnosis facility starts at ChildPGI

Call centre posts fake grocery app 
ads, 5 arrested in Delhi

Ghaziabad.(Agency)
Booth  l eve l  o ff i ce r s  (BLOs)  
conducting the special intensive 
revision (SIR) of electoral rolls in 
Gurgaon are running into a wall — 
sometimes literally. Locked doors, 
unhelpful tenants and residents who 
send their domestic staff to deal with 
officials rather than engaging 
themselves are slowing down the 
exercise across the city’s high-end 
residential societies.State chief 
electoral officer A Sreenivas visited 
several residential societies on 
Wednesday — DLF Camellias, DLF 
Magnolias, Heritage City, National 
Media Centre and Sushant Lok-2 — 
urging RWAs and estate managers to 
support the ongoing process.
It was his second visit to high-rises and 
residential areas in the city within a 
week. SDM (Badshahpur) Sanjeev 
Singla said the CEO interacted with 
BLOs and field staff, reviewed record 
maintenance practices and issued 
directions to ensure timely completion 
of the revision. The visits came amid 
concerns over sluggish distribution of 
enumeration forms — only 70% of 
forms have been distributed so far in 
Badshahpur constituency, which 
covers a large part of the city.
On the ground, BLOs describe an 
exercise riddled with obstacles at every 
step.Ram Singh, covering DLF 
Magnolias and DLF Camellias, said 
gaining access to gated communities is 
itself a battle. “After extensive 
coordination with estate management, 
we are usually granted only a one-time 
gate pass to enter the society. Once 
inside, we face another hurdle as 
domestic staff often answer the door 
and residents do not come forward to 
interact with us,” Singh said.Even after 
showing identity cards and explaining 
the purpose of the visit, he said, 
residents frequently do not come out to 
meet officials. Household staff insist on 
taking the enumeration forms 
themselves, assuring BLOs they will 
pass them on — but election authorities 
require forms to be delivered directly to 
voters and details verified in person as 
part of the revision process.

DEHLI/NCR

Roads under water; trees & poles 
uprooted: Cities on knees again

Noida/Ghaziabad. The showers that started Friday 
and continued on Sunday has led to heavy 
waterlogging in Noida and Ghaziabad.

A park for children in Noida Sector 51 has turned into 
a shallow pool, while parks and green belts in 
sectors 119, 12, 30, 120, etc., also remained out of 
bounds due to flooding.Low-lying areas, like 
Botanical Garden Metro station in Noida and Jagat 
Farm Market in Greater Noida, are under at least 
two feet of water. Meanwhile, residents reported 
flooded roads and basements in Noida sectors 22, 
30, 36, 51, 62, 71, 104, 105, 72, 117, 122, 99, 
etc.The picture is similar in Ghaziabad, with Abhay 
Khand, Loni, and Muradnagar facing waterlogging.

Late on Sunday, following reports of 12 people stuck 
in Tronica City due to heavy waterlogging, a team 
of Ghaziabad NDRF carried out a rescue operation. 
Considering a warning of heavy rain ahead, NDRF 
teams are on high alert for emergency response in 
Noida and Ghaziabad.Residents blamed the 
authorities for not taking adequate measures to 
check flooding.“The Noida Authority failed to 
prepare for the monsoon in advance. All its claims 
have fallen flat. In Sector 51, people are wading 
through one-and-a-half feet to two feet of water. 
The Sunday showers also left houses and basements 
flooded.

News box

Noida.(Agency)
Haryana has introduced a host of digital 
reforms, including passport-style tatkal 
appointments for property registration, 
a i m e d  a t  s i m p l i f y i n g  l a n d  
transactions.The upgraded system will 
enable citizens to complete most 
registration-related formalities online, 
reducing paperwork and visits to govt 
offices. Aadhaar-based e-KYC has 
been made mandatory for both parties, 
and digital signatures, biometric 
a u t h e n t i c a t i o n  a n d  Q R  c o d e  
verification have been integrated in the 
process to improve transparency and 
curb fraud.Citizens will be able to track 
applications online and upload 
additional documents digitally. The 
system also removes the need for 
separate  submissions for  cer tain 
departmental clearances, with verification 
taking place electronically.
The system was introduced in Ladwa tehsil 
of Kurukshetra in Sept 2025 and 
implemented across the state from Nov 
2025. Paperless Registration 2.0 has now 
been initiated based on suggestions 

received from stakeholders over the last 
eight months. The second phase also 
includes mutation.Under the new system, 

the application form for registry has been 
made simpler and more user-friendly. If any 
individual, company or institution cannot 
be present, they will now be able to appoint 
more  than  one  pe r son  a s  the i r  
representative. Citizens can fill the deed 
themselves or through a deed writer, 
advocate or helpdesk.

At the time of registry, information about 
which part of the land falls under the prime 
category and which under non-prime will 

be automatically displayed. If Section 7A 
of Haryana Stamp Rules is applicable, 
this information will also be shown. In 
case of any kind of irregularity, an auto-
hold system will come into effect.
“These changes will help curb land-
related fraud as buyers will be made 
aware of the status,” said a revenue 
officer. Biometric authentication, digital 
signatures and Aadhaar-based e-KYC 
will also ensure 100% verification of 
identity, the officer added.A QR code-
based system has been implemented for 
verification of documents. Any decision 
on verification will have to be 
communicated to the applicant by the 

third attempt.A facility to add additional e-
stamps is available. Separate documents 
will not be required for DTP and NOC, and 
the entire process of departmental 
verification will be online. The work of 
Registration Clerk-1 and Registration 
Clerk-2 has been combined to one level 
which will save time.

Gurgaon.(Agency)
A cyber fraud racket, allegedly operating 
through Facebook advertisements 
impersonating well-known retail brands, 
was busted by Cyber Crime police station, 
Manesar. Five people have been arrested 
from Delhi’s New Ashok Nagar, police 
said.The case was registered after a 
Manesar resident alleged that he was 
cheated of Rs 56,650 while attempting to 
place an online order through a Facebook 
advertisement offering products at 
attractive discounts.According to ACP 
(cyber crime) Gaurav Fogat, the 
complainant clicked on the advertisement 
and was redirected to an order page, where 
he placed an order. He was subsequently 
contacted by the accused on the pretext of 
order verification and asked to download 
an APK file.“Once the APK file was 
installed, the accused gained access to the 
victim’s device and banking credentials. 
They then used the information to carry out 
unauthorised online purchases,” Fogat 
said.During the investigation, a team led 

by SHO inspector Manoj and ASI Vikas 
conducted technical analysis of the mobile 
numbers used in the fraud and traced the 
operation to a rented accommodation in A-
Block, New Ashok Nagar, Delhi.Those 
arrested include Raj Kumar (27), a resident 
of Nalanda, Bihar; Prashant Kumar (28) 

from Moradabad, UP; Karan (19) and 
Sonu (24), both from Sheikhpura, Bihar; 
and Akhil Ahmad (28) from Bijnor, 
UP.Investigators found that the accused 
allegedly operated through Facebook 
advertisement pages, impersonating retail 
brands including Big Basket and D-Mart 

and luring customers with discounted 
offers. After users showed interest and 
placed orders, they were contacted for 
“verification” and persuaded to install 
malicious APK files.Police said the APK 
files enabled the accused to access victims’ 
banking and card details. The stolen 
information was then allegedly used to 
make online purchases, primarily of 
mobile phones. “The accused would 
provide delivery addresses near different 
landmarks along with their own contact 
numbers,” ACP Fogat said.During the 
raid, police seized 18 mobile phones and a 
tablet. The devices contained several 
recently activated SIM cards, which are 
being examined to identify other cyber 
fraud cases linked to the group.Police said 
the accused were allegedly working on 
salaries, and further investigation is 
underway to identify the individuals who 
organised and financed the operation. The 
recovered devices and digital records are 
also being analysed to ascertain the scale 
of the fraud and trace additional victims.

Summer vacations, gated 
communities delay voter roll 

revision in city

Illegal access points over stormwater 
drains under scanner in Gurgaon

MCG warns pet owners of  
criminal action under BNS for 
dog attacks, negligence

Gurgaon.(Agency)
 A 12-year-old boy sustained a serious head injury after 
being hit by an SUV near Sector 14.
Prayansh Narang was returning home after playing at a 
tennis academy when the accident occurred around 7pm 
on Monday. According to the complaint filed by his 
maternal uncle, Deepak Chawala, the boy was struck by a 
Grand Vitara SUV. He alleged that the vehicle was being 
driven negligently.A woman present at the spot stopped 
the vehicle and took the boy to Kalyani Hospital in Sector 
14 in the same car that had struck him. She then informed 
the child’s family.Police said they received information 
about the accident through

Cracker sparks burn down 3 shops, 6 bikes

Noida.(Agency)
 Days after several people died from water 

contamination in Indore, Noida and 
Greater Noida authorities have ordered 
technical audits of their drinking water 
systems — covering pipelines, 
reservoirs and water ATMs — and asked 
officials to collect samples across 
sectors to rule out any risk of 
contamination.In Noida, the decision 
was taken at a high-level meeting 
chaired on Friday by Authority CEO 
Lokesh M, who reviewed public health 
issues, civic infrastructure, water supply 
and sanitation, and issued strict 
directions to officials.A committee of 

senior water department officials was 
formed to carry out the audit."We have 
ordered a thorough technical audit of the 
water supply system, including 
pipelines, reservoirs and water ATMs, to 
ensure that residents receive safe and 
clean drinking water," Lokesh M said. 
He added that water samples would be 
collected from different sectors and a 
detailed report submitted "at the 
earliest" to ensure there is no 
contamination threat in the city.The 
CEO also reviewed the status of the 80-
cusec Ganga water project and asked 
officials to complete all pending work 
by this month.

Noida.(Agency)
Illegal use of stormwater drain 
infrastructure as access roads in parts 
of the city has come under the 
scanner of GMDA, which has 
identified multiple unauthorised 
access points being used by residents 
and commuters.One such stretch is 
in Sector 102 along Leg-3 drain, also 
known as Badshapur drain, where 
commuters have been using the 900-
metre-long drain corridor to travel 
between Upper Dwarka Expressway 
and Dhanwapur Road. Officials said 
r e s i d e n t i a l  c o m p l e x e s  a n d  
commercial establishments have 
created unauthorised access points 
over the drain, effectively turning a 
critical stormwater channel into an 
unofficial transit route.
A similar situation was found along 
the drain near Sector 99, where 
commuters continue to use the corridor as 
an access route despite restrictions 
imposed earlier by the authority. Repeated 
vehicular movement has damaged 
portions of the concrete slab covering the 
drain, with reinforcement bars exposed at 
several locations and cave-ins reported in 
some stretches.According to GMDA, the 
drain was constructed as part of the city’s 
stormwater management network and was 

never designed to support vehicular traffic. 
Officials said continuous movement of 
vehicles is damaging the structure and 
could compromise its integrity.
In Jan this year, GMDA blocked an 
unauthorised access route to Dwarka 
Expressway over the Badshapur drain by 
installing jersey barriers in Sector 99. The 
move followed damage to concrete slabs 
caused by the movement of trucks and 
dumpers operating from nearby ready-mix 

concrete plants. However, some barriers 
were later removed and vehicles resumed 
using the route, officials said.
GMDA warned that continued misuse of 
the drain infrastructure could affect its 
ability to safely carry stormwater and 
increase the risk of waterlogging and 
flooding during heavy rainfall. Officials 
also raised concerns over public safety, as 
the concrete slabs covering portions of the 
drain are not designed to withstand 

sustained vehicular loads.Badshapur drain 
is one of the city’s three major stormwater 
channels and plays a crucial role.

Noida.(Agency)
 An eight-month-old fight over a game of gilli-danda 
turned out to be fatal for a 24-year-old auto-rickshaw 
driver. He was allegedly stabbed in Vijay Vihar Colony on 
Tuesday.Police said nearly eight months ago, Aftab was 
playing gilli-danda with Nadeem, Shyam and their friends 
at Vijay Vihar Colony. He had a dispute with Nadeem, 
following which he had thrashed him. The tensions 
between the two remained unresolved.On Tuesday night, 
Jeevan Gate Colony resident Aftab had gone to the 
neighbourhood for some work, where he met Nadeem and 
Shyam. They started quarrelling again and it soon 
escalated into a violent confrontation. During the dispute, 
the men allegedly attacked Aftab with knives, stabbing 
him multiple times.Hearing the commotion, locals rushed 
towards the spot, prompting the attackers to flee. A 
seriously injured Aftab was rushed to a nearby hospital. 
However, doctors declared him dead upon arrival.
Aftab's family members have demanded strict action 
against those responsible for the murder. They alleged that 
Nadeem and Shyam previously threatened Aftab and were 
determined to settle old scores.Officers reached the scene 
after receiving information and initiated an investigation. 
Forensic and technical evidence is being collected, while 
teams have been formed to track down the suspects.
Assistant commissioner of police (Ankur Vihar) 
Amardeep Maurya said preliminary investigations 
indicate that the murder was the result of a longstanding 
enmity between them. "The individuals accused of 
carrying out the murder are currently absconding. Police 
teams are conducting raids to locate and arrest them at the 
earliest," he said.

12-year-old boy injured after 
being hit by SUV in Gurgaon 
Sector 14

Gurgaon.(Agency)
MCG has issued a fresh enforcement order linking 
existing dog registration rules with stricter controls on 
breeds classified as dangerous and ferocious, warning 
that owners may face criminal proceedings under 
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) for dog attacks, bites, 
intimidation, injuries or negligent handling of pets.
The order, issued by MCG commissioner Pradeep 
Dahiya on Wednesday, states that any incident 
endangering public safety may invite action under 
Section 291 (negligent conduct regarding animals) of 
BNS in addition to proceedings under municipal laws. It 
has come into force with immediate effect.
Registration of pet dogs is already mandatory under the 
Haryana Municipal Corporation (Registration and 
Proper Control of Dogs) Bye-Laws, 2008. MCG said it 
was issuing the fresh directive after receiving complaints 
regarding dog-bite incidents, attacks by pet dogs, free 
movement of dogs in public spaces and violations of 
statutory provisions by some pet owners, posing a threat 
to public safety and public health.
The order imposes additional obligations on owners of 
breeds identified by an expert committee under the 
Centre’s department of animal husbandry and dairying as 
dangerous and ferocious — Pitbull Terrier, Tosa Inu, 
American Staffordshire Terrier, Fila Brasileiro, Dogo 
Argentino, American Bulldog, Boerboel, Kangal, 
Central Asian Shepherd Dog, Caucasian Shepherd Dog, 
South Russian Shepherd Dog, Japanese Tosa, Akita, 
Mastiffs, Rottweiler, Rhodesian Ridgeback, Wolf Dogs, 
Canario, Akbash Dog, Moscow Guard Dog, Cane Corso, 
Bandog and their mixed or cross-breeds.
All pet owners within municipal limits have been 
directed to register their dogs, ensure registration tokens 
are worn at all times, use leashes outside private 
premises, clean up excreta immediately, vaccinate 
against rabies regularly and prevent pets from 
intimidating or attacking any person or animal.
Owners of ferocious breeds face heightened obligations 
— strict physical control at all times, and leashes, chain 
leads and muzzles whenever dogs are taken outside. The 
order also invokes Section 311 of the Haryana Municipal 
Corporation Act, 1994, warning that non-compliance 
will attract action without further notice.However, 
experts have flagged significant legal and constitutional 
concerns with the order. Chetna Joshi, honorary animal 
welfare officer, Animal Welfare Board of India, said that 
while MCG is entitled to enforce registration and control 
requirements under municipal law, Section 291 is a 
negligence offence, not a municipal compliance 
provision.

Eraser stuck in 4-year-old’s 
lung for 2 days, saved after 
airflow surgery

Noida.(Agency)
A four-year-old boy from Ghaziabad was saved after an 
eraser remained lodged in his airway for two days, causing 
severe breathing difficulties and the collapse of his left 
lung.On June 15, the child had accidentally swallowed a 
piece of eraser while playing at home. Initially, the 
incident went unnoticed, but he soon developed breathing 
difficulty, persistent coughing and respiratory distress. As 
his condition worsened, he was taken to a local hospital, 
where a CT scan revealed a foreign body lodged in the left 
main bronchus — one of the two primary air passages 
leading to the lungs — resulting in airway obstruction and 
collapse of the left lung.
He was subsequently referred to Yashoda Medicity for 
specialised treatment, where doctors performed an 
emergency bronchoscopic intervention on June 17.
According to doctors, the case was particularly 
challenging because of the child’s age and the narrow 
diameter of his airway.
Director of respiratory medicine and interventional 
pulmonology Dr Rajesh Kumar Gupta said, “A 
multidisciplinary team comprising respiratory medicine, 
interventional pulmonology, anaesthesiology and 
paediatrics specialists undertook the procedure using a 
flexible ultrathin bronchoscope and cryoprobe. After a 90-
minute intervention, the foreign object was successfully 
removed.”He said the process was challenging because 
the child’s airway measured only about 4 mm in diameter. 

Auto driver stabbed to death 
over 8-month-old dispute in 
Ghaziabad
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New Delhi: A Class
III girl, who boarded an e-
rickshaw in Northeast
Delhi’s Jafrabad on Friday
last week, could not reach
her school in Shahdara as
the vehicle overturned
leaving her dead and her
mother injured. This is
not the lone case as a
study by the Delhi
Parents’ Association
reveals that nearly 60 per
cent of children in city
schools risk their lives
while commuting to and
from school. The study
was conducted on the
transportation facilities of
over 150 schools in the
Capital. When The
Tribune correspondents
visited Burari, Timarpur
and Rohini, students were
seen returning home in
cabs that were being driv-
en rashly in several loca-
tions and ferrying stu-
dents more than the per-
mitted capacity. The con-
dition was similar with e-
rickshaws too. “Schools
generally charge trans-
port fee between Rs 4,500

and 5,000 for almost 20-22
days (excluding holidays)
in a month, which is very
high given the city offers
cheaper modes of trans-
portation such as Metro
and DTC buses,” said
Nitin Gupta, member of
the Srijan Parents’
Association. Gupta said
transportation was one of
the ways where schools
commercialise and earn
profits. “Transportation
should be provided at a
concessionary rate so
that students do not risk
their lives while commut-
ing to and fro schools,” he
mentioned. Demanding a
strict vigilance from the
Traffic Police and the
Department of Education,
Gupta said: “The authori-
ties should intervene to
make the transportation
better for students,” he
added. Echoing similar
sentiments, Harish
Chandra, a resident of

Rohini, said schools
sometimes do not provide
transportation facilities,
saying a specific area
does not fall within their
bus routes. “My son goes
to a school in Model
Town. The school man-
agement told me that
Gupta, member of the
Srijan Parents’
Association. Gupta said
transportation was one of
the ways where schools
commercialise and earn
profits. “Transportation
should be provided at a

concessionary rate so
that students do not risk
their lives while commut-
ing to and fro schools,” he
mentioned. Demanding a
strict vigilance from the
Traffic Police and the
Department of Education,
Gupta said: “The authori-
ties should intervene to
makemy area is not in

their bus route. So, the
child has to be sent to
the school either by a
private van or by some-
one from the house,” he
added. Diksha Pandey,
a resident of Burari,
said, “My daughter
takes an e-rickshaw to a
government girls’
school. The school does
not provide transporta-
tion facility. Most of the
times, I drop her to the
school either by DTC
bus or other modes of
transpor tation such as
e-rickshaw.”
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‘Tech-savvy’ beggars now seek alms using QR codes

New Delhi: In the
wake of the Malviya Nagar
fire tragedy, the Delhi
Government on Friday
unveiled a stringent action
plan aimed at curbing ille-
gal constructions, fire
safety violations and
administrative negligence
across the Capital.
Chairing a meeting at the
Delhi Secretariat, Chief
Minister Rekha Gupta
directed officials to
enforce strict accountabili-
ty and strengthen moni-
toring mechanisms to pre-
vent similar incidents in
the future. Briefing media-
persons after the meeting,
Home Minister Ashish
Sood said, “The Chief
Minister is personally
reviewing the situation on
a continuous basis.” He
said the government’s
objective is “not merely to
take immediate action but
to establish a foolproof
system that can perma-
nently prevent such inci-
dents in the future.”
Under the new measures,
officials found negligent
or complicit in allowing

illegal constructions or
safety violations could face
action under the Disaster
Management Act, 2005,
which provides for impris-
onment of up to two years
and substantial fines. The
government also warned
that provisions of the
Prevention of Corruption
Act may be invoked wher-
ever necessary. In a signif-
icant move, the govern-
ment said financial losses
caused by negligence will
be recovered from the
salaries, pensions and
properties of guilty offi-
cials under the Revenue
Recovery Act. Assets of
builders, owners and
colonisers found responsi-
ble may also be frozen or
attached. The government
has decided to expand the
powers of District
Magistrates, allowing
them to fix accountability,
initiate disciplinary pro-
ceedings, order FIRs and
take action against erring
officials across depart-
ments. To strengthen
oversight, drone surveys,
satellite imagery and digi-

tal mapping will be used
every three months to
identify unauthorised con-
struction. A dedicated
online complaints portal
and a special drone moni-
toring cell are also being
planned. Joint inspection
committees headed by
District Magistrates have
been formed to inspect
guest houses, hotels,
restaurants, banquet halls
and other commercial
establishments. The
authorities have been
directed to submit reports
within a week, and estab-
lishments operating with-
out permission or violat-
ing licence conditions will
face immediate sealing.
The Chief Minister also
ordered special monitor-
ing of high-rise buildings,
stricter compliance with
fire safety norms and a
review of electronic lock-
ing systems. Buildings
without valid completion
certificates may be denied
water and electricity con-
nections. Concluding the
meeting, Sood said the
Chief Minister had issues
a stern warning to offi-
cials, describing the cur-
rent drive as a “final
opportunity to improve”
and making it clear that
strict administrative and
legal action would follow if
violations continue.

Delhi Govt orders crackdown on illegal
constructions, safety violations

NAME CHANGE
I RAWAL S/O AMARJIT SINGH
holder of Indian Passport No
X5272484 issued at CHANDI-
GARH on 28/02/2023, permanent
resident of H NO 3601 ST NO 13
WARD NO.23 MOLVIAN WALA
MUHALA, BATHINDA PIN:
151001, PUNJAB, INDIA and
presently residing at ROOM NO
104 B AL MAREIKHI CAMP
MAFRAQ NEAR AL SULTAN
CEMENT ABU DHABI, UAE. Do
hereby change my name FROM
RAWAL to RAWAL SINGH with
immediate effect.

NAME CHANGE
I, Yashi, daughter of Shri Yashwant
Kumar and Smt. Puja Kumari, resid-
ing at 455, Pocket 4, Dwarka Sector-
14, New Delhi - 110078, hereby
declare that I have changed my name
from Yashi to Yashi Chaudhary.
Henceforth, I shall be known and
identified as Yashi Chaudhary for all
purposes and records.

NAME CHANGE
I, No.- 15679810L Rank-HAV Name-
DIWAKAR YADAV legal father of
JANAVI KUMARI residing at- VILL-
HASANPUR, PO-BELEGHAN,
TEHSIL-JAUNPUR, DIST-JAUNPUR,
UTTAR PRADESH-222161,  have
changed my minor daughter’s name
from JANAVI KUMARI to JANAVI
KUMARI YADAV for all future purpos-
es vide affidavit dated 25/06/2026
Before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, No. 17015144Y, Rank-NK Name-
NIKAM AJINKYA RAMCHANDRA
presently residing at- A/P-NAGE-
WADI, TEHSIL-KHANAPUR,
DIST-SANGLI, MAHARASHTRA-
415311, have changed my wife’s
name from NIKAM RADHIKA
AJINKYA to RADHIKA AJINKYA
NIKAM for all future purposes vide
Affidavit dated 25/06/2026 before
Executive magistrate, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, GRASON KSHETRI S/o
KSHETRI RAJIV SINGH R/o 135/1,
Gulmohar Park Road, Gautam
Nagar, Delhi-110049, have changed
my name to GRASON KSHETRI-
MAYUM permanently.

NAME CHANGE
I, HIRDESH W/o Raj Kumar R/o

39-A, Pal Mohalla, Chhota Chowk,
Mandawali, Shakar Pur, Delhi-
110092 have changed my name
from HIRDESH to HIRDESH PAL
permanently.

NAME CHANGE
I,LIAQAT ALI S/O HAKIM ALI R/o
H NO-1196 A, GALI NO-13,
GOVIND PURI, KALKA JI, DELHI-
110019. have changed my name to
LIYAKAT ALI. 

NAME CHANGE
I,WAKEELA KHATOON W/O
LIYAKATALI R/o H NO-1196 A, GALI
NO-13, GOVIND PURI, KALKA JI,
DELHI-110019. have changed my
name to VAKILA.

NAME CHANGE
I, Kaustubh Sanjay Phegade S/o
Sanjay madukar phegade R/o Flat
No-901, 9th Floor, Tower-5, Chintels
Serenity Sector-109, Gurgaon,
Harryana 122017 Have Changed My
Name to Kaustubh Phegade for All
Future Purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, GAGAN S/O RAJESH SALUJA R/o
53-C LIG DDA FLATS, MOTIA KHAN
PAHARGANJ, SWAMI RAM TIRTH
NAGAR, DELHI-110055. have changed
my name to GAGAN SALUJA.

NAME CHANGE
I, RAJESH R/o 53-C LIG DDA
FLATS, MOTIA KHAN PAHAR-
GANJ, SWAMI RAM TIRTH NAGAR,
DELHI-110055. have changed my
name to RAJESH SALUJA.

NAME CHANGE
I, GEETA W/O RAJESH SALUJA R/o
53-C LIG DDA FLATS, MOTIA KHAN
PAHARGANJ, SWAMI RAM TIRTH
NAGAR, DELHI-110055. have
changed my name to GEETASALUJA.

NAME CHANGE
I RASHMI RAMPAL W/O SANJEEV
RAMPAL R/O BA - 319 NEAR
DESU OFFICE TAGORE GARDEN
DELHI- 110027   have changed my
minor son name DIVYANSH TO
DIVYAANSH RAMPAL Permanently
for all Future purpose

NAME CHANGE
I SHAMEEN BANO W/O MOHD
WASIM R/O H-3/185 SULTAN
PURI DELHI 110086 have changed
my name to SHAMIM BANO
Permanently for all Future purpose

NAME CHANGE
I SANAWWAR ABBAS S/o QAHIR
BILLA ABBASI  R/o : 1764, Huaz
sui Walan, Darya Ganj, New Delhi-
110002 Change in my name to
SANAWAR ABBASI

NAME CHANGE
I MOHAMMAD WASIM & MOHAM-
MAD WASIM KHAN S/O MOHAM-
MAD FAHIM R/O H-3/ 185 SULTAN
PURI DELHI-110086 have changed
my name to MOHD WASIM
Permanently for all Future purpose

NAME CHANGE
I NEELAM KUMARI YADAV W/O
LOKESH YADAV R/O H.NO 148
KAMRUDDIN NAGAR   NANGLOI
DELHI-110041 have changed my
name to NEELAM YADAV
Permanently for all Future purpose

NAME CHANGE
I,PRAVEEN KUMAR S/O CHAMAN
LAL R/O E-18, Gali No-1, Saboli
Fatak, East, Gokal Pur, North East
Delhi, Delhi-110094 have changed
the name of my minor daughter
namely IPSITA ALIAS ALICE aged
10 years and she shall hereafter be
known as ALICE.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as SACHIN
Transgender Child of MUNNA
SHARMA R/O N-9A/56, 2nd Floor,
Lal Bagh, Azadpur, N.S.Mandi,
North West Delhi, Delhi-110033
have changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as SHINU.

NAME CHANGE
I Akhilesh Kumar singh S/o C-
2/207 Sector 16 Rohini North west
Delhi 110089 have changed my
name to Akhilesh Singh for all
future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I   Chestha Manchanda  D/o  Vipin
Manchanda R/o  FLAT NO. SF-01,
PLOTNO.4, K H NO.482. LAKEVIEW,
APARTMENT, SHAKTI ENCLAVE,
BURARI, North Delhi 110084 have
changed my name to Cheshta
Manchanda  for all future purpose

NAME CHANGE
I, No. 2617409F, Rank-SEP, Name-
KANAKALA NANI residing at VPO &
SUB DIST-NELLIMARLA, DIST-
VIZIANAGARAM, ANDHRAPRADESH-
535217, have changed my father’s name
from KANAKALA PAIDIRAJU to
KANAKALAPYDIRAJU for all future pur-
poses vide Affidavit dated 25/06/2026
before Notary Public Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, Syed Iftekhar Ali alias Iftekhar Ali,
S/O Hakim Ali, residing at 2236,
Gali Chamre Wali, Turkman Gate,
Delhi - 110006, do hereby inform
the general public that I have
changed my name from Syed
Iftekhar Ali to Iftekhar Ali for all
future purposes.It is further
declared that both Syed Iftekhar Ali
and Iftekhar Ali represent the same
and one identical person. PUBLIC NOTICE

THIS IS TO INFORM YOU THAT
MRS. ANITA DEVI IS OWNER OF
PLOT BEARING NO. 60, AREA
MEASURING 30 SQ. YARDS,
OUT OF KHASRA NO. 47/15/2,
SITUATED IN THE AREA OF VIL-
LAGE PALAM, COLONY KNOWN
AS RAJ NAGAR-II, PALAM
COLONY, NEW DELHI, VIDE
NOTARIZED GPA, ATS, WILL
DATED 28.02.2012 EXECUTED
BY &  MR. NARESH AND SAME
TO BE SOLD TO  INTENDING
BORROWER / RAVINDER
KUMAR AND PLEASE NOTE
THAT THE SAID PROPERTY IS
PROPOSED TO BE FINANCED
BY ADITYA BIRLA HOUSING
FINANCE LIMITED, BRANCH
GURUGRAM, HARYANA.
If any person(s) objection &
regarding subject property, then
kindly may submit his/her objection
within 7 days from the date of the
Notice in writing. The said objec-
tion may be kindly sent to the
undersigned by way of the
Registered Post on the address
given below and by E-mail. failing
which, the claim as per aforesaid
shall be treated as null and void in
respect of the subject property.

[ASHWANI KUMAR] Advocate
Chamber No. 122,
Tehsil Compound, 

Ghaziabad, U.P.
kumar2021ashwani@gmail.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
THIS IS TO INFORM YOU THAT
MR. NITESH IS OWNER OF
BUILT-UP GROUND FLOOR,
WITHOUT ROOF RIGHTS, BUILT
ON PROPERTY BEARING NO. 6,
6-A, LAND AREA MEASURING
44.4 SQ. YARDS, OUT OF KHAS-
RA NO. 689 & 690, SITUATED IN
THE REVENUE ESTATE OF VIL-
LAGE NAWADA, DELHI STATE
DELHI, COLONY KNOWN AS OM
VIHAR, PHASE-IA, UTTAM
NAGAR, NEW DELHI-110059,
VIDE GPA ALONG WITH ATS &
WILL DATED 06.11.2024 EXE-
CUTED BY MR. ATUL BHANDARI
AND SAME TO BE SOLD TO
INTENDING BORROWER /
POONAM KUMARI  AND PLEASE
NOTE THAT THE SAID PROPER-
TY IS PROPOSED TO BE
FINANCED BY ADITYA BIRLA
HOUSING FINANCE LIMITED,
BRANCH GURUGRAM,
HARYANA. If any person(s) objec-
tion & regarding subject property,
then kindly may submit his/her
objection within 7 days from the
date of the Notice in writing. The
said objection may be kindly sent
to the undersigned by way of the
Registered Post on the address
given below and by E-mail. failing
which, the claim as per aforesaid
shall be treated as null and void in
respect of the subject property.

[ASHWANI KUMAR] Advocate
Chamber No. 122,
Tehsil Compound, 

Ghaziabad, U.P.
kumar2021ashwani@gmail.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby given on behalf of
my client Mrs. Sheela Devi W/o
Satyapal Sing to inform the public
at large that she is the lawful owner
of a Residential Plot Area
Measuring 1560 Sq. Ft. I.E. 145.08
Sq. Mtrs Situated In Vake Moja
Sukhmalpur Nijamabad Mosuma
Mohalla Krishna Nagar District
Firozabad U.P.,  by virtue of Sale
Deed dated 24.08.2009
(Document No. 145). The said
property is proposed to be
financed by MS Fincap Private
Limited. However, the original Sale
Deed Dated 28.05.2002
(Document No. 3779) has been
lost / misplaced and is not trace-
able. Accordingly, an e-FIR dated
09/06/2026, LAR No.
20260000556776 has been lodged
regarding the loss of the said doc-
ument. Therefore, if any person
has any claim, right, title or interest
in the aforesaid property, he/she
may submit objections in writing at
the address given below within 7
days from the date of publication of
this notice. In the absence of any
such objections, it shall be pre-
sumed that the said property is free
from all encumbrances, liens,
charges, or disputes of any nature,
and my client shall be at liberty to
deal with the property accordingly.

Legal Pride LLP
Address: 553-54, Gautam

Complex, School Block,
Shakarpur, Laxmi Nagar,

Delhi-110092.  
Contact#9654780108 

PUBLIC NOTICE
GENERAL PUBLIC IS HEREBY
INFORMED THAT MR. SUNIL
GUPTA AND MR. SHUBHAM
YADAV ARE THE OWNERS AND
IN POSSESSION OF "UNIT NO.
204, BACK SIDE WESTERN
SIDE, SECOND FLOOR, PLOT
NO. 62/B, NOW PROPERTY NO.
WZ-62/B, AREA 100 SQ.YDS.
WITHOUT ROOF, KHASRA NO.
71/25/3, SITUATED IN URBAN-
IZED VILLAGE PALAM, NEAR
WATER TANK (TANKI), NEW
DELHI (SAID PROPERTY)" AND
ACQUIRED THE SAID PROPER-
TY VIDE SALE DEED DATED
08.02.2026 EXECUTED BY MR.
INDERJEET SINGH AND MR.
SATBIR SINGH IN FAVOUR OF
MR. SUNIL GUPTA AND MR.
SHUBHAM YADAV IN RESPECT
OF THE SAID PROPERTY VIDE
DULY REGD. AS DOC. NO.
2026/16/I/1669. AND MR. INDER-
JEET SINGH AND MR. SATBIR
WERE THE KHATEDAR OF
KHASRA NO. 71/25/3 ALONG
WITH OTHER KHATEDAR AS
PER KHATONI. NOW MRS.
KUMARI SONU IS GOING TO
PURCHASE THE SAID PROPER-
TY, FROM OWNER'S / SELLER'S
MR. SUNIL GUPTA AND MR.
SHUBHAM YADAV, WHICH WILL
BE MORTGAGED WITH PNB
HOUSING FINANCE LIMITED AS
SECURITY AGAINST HOUSING
LOAN FOR PURCHASING OF
SAID PROPERTY. PLEASE CON-
TACT WITH WRITTEN OBJEC-
TION LETTER AND RELEVANT
DOCUMENTS TO UNDER-
SIGNED IF ANYONE HAS AN
OBJECTION IN RESPECT OF
SAID PROPERTY WITHIN 10
DAYS OF THIS PUBLICATION.

ADITYA VERMA, ADVOCATE 
E-16, 1ST FLOOR, E-BLOCK,

MANSAROVAR PARK, 
SHAHDARA, DELHI-110032.

MOBILE NO. 9958996685.

The Sikh Times
New Delhi: “Cash nahin hai [no cash],”

says a hurried shopper in Nehru Place, wav-
ing off a child beggar with a dhol in her hand.
Without missing a beat, 13-year-old Muskan
swings her dhol to the side, revealing a QR
code pasted neatly on its skin. “Ispe kardo
[pay here],” she insists, often turning a
moment of refusal into a digital transaction.
Muskan’s parents work in a circus but are
rarely around. She admits that performing on
the streets is part performance, part begging.
Her use of QR codes mark the strange conver-
gence of old survival strategies and new tech-
nology. Nearby sits 40-year-old Bhanwarlal,
who once sold toys but turned to begging
after a motorcycle accident left him unable to
walk properly. “I used to sell toys with a QR
code for payments. Now I can no longer sell,
but the QR continues to work,” he said. He
survives on around Rs 250 a day, sometimes
less, sleeping under a bridge in south Delhi.
His younger brother sells toys, while their
mother “roams the streets picking garbage.”
Begging in India is not new, but the rise of dig-

ital payments is changing how it is done.
Transgender persons, too, increasingly
request alms through QR codes. Rashmi, a
transgender person near the Hazrat
Nizamuddin railway station, said digital pay-
ments reduce daily arguments with com-
muters who say they carry no cash. “Earlier
people would say ‘cash nahin hai,’ now we ask
them to scan,” she said. Courts have repeated-
ly underlined the need for rehabilitation
instead of punishment. In 2018, the Delhi
High Court decriminalised begging, observ-
ing that people beg not out of choice but com-
pulsion. The Supreme Court echoed this in
2021: “We cannot take an elitist view and
remove all beggars from the streets. The only
solution is rehabilitation —education, employ-
ment and a humane approach.” Beggars
remain on the streets in growing numbers in
the city. The 2011 Census recorded 2,187 beg-
gars in Delhi. A decade later, a 2021 survey by
Delhi’s Social Welfare Department and the
Institute for Human Development found a
nearly ninefold increase, estimating 20,719
beggars in the city. East Delhi had the highest

concentration (2,797), followed by Shahdara
(2,666), North West (2,572) and Central Delhi
(2,422). The Delhi Government launched a
pilot vocational training programme covering
house painting and handicrafts, with many
participants showing initial commitment.
Policy responses have often been short-term
— such as ahead of the G20 Summit in 2023,
when over 4,000 beggars and homeless per-
sons were relocated to shelters in Rohini and
Dwarka. At the national level, the Ministry of
Social Justice and Empowerment launched
the Support for Marginalised Individuals for
Livelihood and Enterprise (SMILE) scheme
in 2022, with a sub-scheme aimed at identify-
ing, profiling and rehabilitating people
engaged in begging. According to official
records, of 9,958 persons identified, 970 had
been rehabilitated by December 2024, includ-
ing 352 children. The government allocated
Rs 100 crore for the programme for 2023-26.
But as of December 2024, only Rs 14.71 crore
had been spent. The scheme’s stated aim is to
make “identified urban spaces, mainly reli-
gious, tourist and historical cities free from

beggary,” with local government agencies and
municipal bodies tasked to survey, counsel
and rehabilitate people, and then support their
resettlement. However, activists say the gap
between policy and implementation remains
wide. “The government assumes all homeless
people are beggars, but that is not the case,”
said Sunil Aledia, national convener of the
National Forum for Homeless Housing
Rights, an organisation working on homes-
lessness. “There has not been a proper study
on how many actually ask for money for sur-
vival. The SMILE programme looks good on
paper, but on the ground there is limited
capacity in shelters and duplication of efforts,”
he said. He added that urbanisation and large-
scale demolitions were pushing more people
into homelessness and begging. “We are talk-
ing about Digital India, and now even beggars
are resorting to QR codes. It shows where we
have reached. But unless there is a policy-
level intervention, this will only increase,” he
said. As the government pushes digital wel-
fare schemes and cashless transactions,
Delhi’s beggars too are adapting. QR codes on

dhols, bowls and phone screens are becoming
part of the city’s street economy — an uneasy
blend of survival and technology.

2 youths drown in
Yamuna; bodies yet

to be traced
Gurugram:  Two youths drowned in the

Yamuna at Kidawali village near Faridabad
on Sunday afternoon. The police and SDRF
teams are still searching for their bodies.
The victims, Ayush and Dharmendra, along
with six others, had gone to the village to cel-
ebrate a birthday party. The duo entered the
river to take a bath, their feet slipped and
they were carried away by the strong cur-
rent. Their friends then informed the police
about the same. “Due to the strong flow in
the Yamuna, the police could not do any-
thing. The SDRF team was informed about
the accident. Officials are searching for the
youths but their bodies are yet to be traced,”
Inspector Sangram Dahiya, SHO of the
Bhupani police station, said.

Crowded, rashly driven e-rickshaws,
vans put school students’ lives at risk

Lawyer among 3 held for filing
false rape case to extort man
Gurugram: In a honey trap case, the Gurugram

police have arrested three persons — a lawyer and two
women — for allegedly demanding money from an eld-
erly man after implicating him in a false rape case. One
of the accused is said to be working at Nari Niketan,
Delhi, while the lawyer was practicing at a Gurugram
court. The accused were identified as Kanchan (24), a
resident of Rohtak; Asha (47), a resident of Ratn Vihar,
Delhi and advocate Kuldeep Malik, a resident of
Bhiwani. The women befriended the man over the
phone and later indulged in a physical relationship with
him. Following this, the woman filed a rape case against
the man, and to settle the case, the three demanded Rs
10 lakh from him. However, the accused later finalised
the deal at Rs 6.50 lakh. But the victim’s daughter
approached the police. “The women demanded Rs 10
lakh and when my father did not listen to them, they
filed a rape case against my father on June 18. When the
family came to know about the case, I approached the
police,” the complainant said. His daughter met DCP
Karan Goel and apprised him of the matter. 

Heavy rains lash Delhi-NCR,
waterlogging hits normal life

New Delhi: Delhi witnessed moderate to heavy rainfall
on Monday afternoon, leading to widespread waterlogging
and severe traffic jams across the city, particularly during
peak evening office hours. While the downpour provided
respite from the heat, it triggered massive disruption on the
roads. Waterlogging and long traffic snarls were reported
across Delhi, Noida and Ghaziabad, with gridlocks stretch-
ing for kilometres. South Delhi witnessed the worst impact,
with congestion on Mahatma Gandhi Road, NH-48, Captain
Gaur Marg and Press Enclave Marg. At Saket, an ambu-
lance remained stranded near Max Hospital for over half an
hour. The disruption was widespread, affecting key stretch-
es such as Bahadurgarh Road.

Mathura Road, Lodhi Road, Vikas Marg, Najafgarh
Road and ITO. From Baba Banda Singh Bahadur Setu to
Jangpura, commuters struggled through flooded streets.
The Weather Department said the city recorded 24 mm of
rainfall at its base station, Safdarjung, followed by Najafgarh
58 mm, Ayanagar 48 mm and Palam 39 mm.

Bhagwant Mann Says Viral Video
Is a Conspiracy,  Claims “Mask”

Used to Defame Him
Contd..........Front page

Parties such as the Shiromani Akali Dal, BJP and
Congress have been using the issue to target Mann and
the Aam Aadmi Party government, with some demand-
ing an impartial probe and others trying to turn the mat-
ter into a major political and religious confrontation. On
the other hand, AAP leaders are portraying the contro-
versy as a case of fabrication, misinformation and political
conspiracy. In essence, Bhagwant Mann’s Chandigarh
press conference attempted to send three key messages.
First, that the man seen in the viral video was not
Bhagwant Mann. Second, that a conspiracy was being
hatched to defame him politically. And third, that he was
fully willing to place his side of the story before Akal
Takht Sahib and any appropriate forum. However, far
from ending the controversy, the press conference is
likely to intensify the political battle, as the matter now
involves forensic claims, police action, religious sensitiv-
ities and sharp opposition attacks.
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had the highest risks of heat-related PARIS.(Agency) 
deaths out of 30 European capitals they Before the heat struck, Amelie 
looked at.About three-quarters of Paris Kenney could boast that she almost 
rooftops use sheets of zinc as covering, had it all: a tiny but cheap top-floor 
producing the city's magnificent gray apartment in Paris, with an enviable 
vistas that have long inspired artists view from its minuscule balcony of 
and filmmakers. The tradecraft of its the French capital's iconic gray roofs 
zinc roofers is recognized as a valued and even, when she leans out far 
cultural heritage for humanity by the enough, up to the Sacré-Cœur basilica 
U.N. cultural agency UNESCO. Zinc is atop Montmartre.But with a historic 
weather-resistant, malleable and can be heat wave making attic apartments 
recycled. those living directly under the roofs of like hers potentially hazardous for 
But as a metal, it also absorbs and Paris — who often cannot afford larger, health, the 23-year-old recent graduate 
conducts heat."People find the rooftops lower-floor apartments less impacted isn't feeling quite so fortunate."It's been 
of Paris charming. There's the image of by direct sun.Extreme heat can make the worst week that we've had in this 
the attic room. But in reality, when you them deadly. A study of a record-apartment," she said this week as the 
look at who lives in these apartments, breaking 2003 heat wave blamed for capital and other parts of Europe roasted. 
it's often students paying a great deal of 15,000 heat-related deaths found that "It's just baking in the whole afternoon 
money for a small room," said Maider living in a Paris attic room directly and it's impossible to just get a 
Olivier, with The Foundation for under the roof increased the risk of respite."Many of Paris' buildings that 
Housing for the Disadvantaged death by more than fourfold, France's look so picturesque from the outside are 
campaign group.public health agency said in a report last proving to be hostile, even dangerous 

year.And researchers who studied heat-for health, during the unrelenting record "Not only are they extremely exposed to 
related deaths in European cities for a heat that is turning both the long heat, but it's also impossible to create 
study published in The Lancet Planetary summer days and short sweaty nights cross-ventilation to get rid of the heat at 
Health journal in 2023 found that Paris into battles.That's particularly true for night."

NEWS BOX

As temperatures soar, Paris court set to 
rule on landmark climate change case

In France's historic heat wave, Paris' dreamy 
rooftops become a heat-trapping nightmare

Jaishankar urges closer 
India-South Korea ties in 
defence and ship-building

'Maybe it wasn't our missile': 
Trump casts doubt on US role 

in Iranian school strike
WASHINGTON. (Agency) 

President Donald Trump on Wednesday cast doubt on US 
involvement in the missile strike on an Iranian school 
"because missiles were flying all over the place" on the 
first day of the Middle East war.
The attack killed 73 boys, 47 girls, 26 teachers, seven 
parents, a school bus driver, and another adult in the 
southern city of Minab on February 28, according to 
Iranian state media."It's horrible what happened, but 
there were missiles flying all over the place, and 
somebody said it was our missile, well, maybe it wasn't 
our missile. But I've seen nothing to lead me to believe it 
was," Trump told reporters at the White House.Trump 
then called on Defence Secretary Pete Hegseth, seated on 
a couch in the Oval Office, to back up his assertion.
"Well Mr. President, we've taken the investigation very 
seriously, and when, when the appropriate time is right, 
whatever that outcome is, that'll be the time to divulge," 
Hegseth said.The United States has avoided assuming 
responsibility for the tragedy, with Trump initially 
claiming Iran may have struck the school itself because 
"they have no accuracy whatsoever" with their munitions.
In May, the commander of US Central Command 
(CENTCOM) Admiral Brad Cooper, told Congress the 
military will share the results of any investigation when 

complete and that a "complex" probe was underway.
The New York Times has previously reported that the 
school was hit by a US Tomahawk cruise missile, a 
weapon which Iran does not possess. CNN has also 
reported that the US was responsible for the attack.
Despite being in the minority, House Democrats filed 
impeachment proceedings against Hegseth in the wake of 
the attack.Last week Senate Democrats threatened to 
block his travel funds until he submits "unredacted 
civilian harm investigations," including for the Minab 
school.

WORLD

US promises to protect Gulf  
states' interests in Iran 
talks

world.(Agency) 
A man in eastern China who lived alone has been jailed 
after his flat's unusually high electricity usage exposed 
a secret reptile breeding operation. According to a 
report by the South China Morning Post, police raided 
the property in Taizhou, Zhejiang province, and 
discovered 309 pythons packed into plastic boxes 
stacked high across the rooms.
The investigation originally began when an elderly 
resident found a large, exotic snake at the foot of a local 
mountain. Because pythons are not native to the area 
and are a protected species under Chinese law, 
authorities immediately suspected an illegal breeder 
was operating nearby. A reptile expert gave detectives 
a critical breakthrough by explaining that pythons 
require constant warmth and high humidity to survive. 
As detailed by the South China Morning Post, this 
meant the breeder's flat would be consuming vast 
amounts of electricity to keep the climate between 20 
and 30 degrees Celsius.Acting on this tip, police 
screened local electricity bills and quickly identified a 
resident surnamed Guo as their prime suspect. Guo 
was unmarried, unemployed, and had compressed all 
his personal furniture into a single bedroom. He used 
the rest of his flat, including the remaining two 
bedrooms and the living room, entirely for his massive 
snake collection.
Further investigations revealed that Guo and an 
accomplice had bought four pythons in 2014 and had 
since bred hundreds of them to sell online. Guo, who 
referred to himself as a creature creator, told officers he 
felt no fear towards the reptiles and loved engineering 
different colours.A local court has now sentenced Guo 
and two accomplices to prison. In an article by the 
South China Morning Post, it was revealed that the 
wider police operation successfully seized a total of 
436 pythons worth an estimated 30 million yuan, 
which is approximately 3.3 million pounds. Under 
Chinese criminal law, illegally breeding or selling 
these protected animals carries a maximum penalty of 
five years in prison, and the rescued snakes have now 
been safely moved to a local zoo.

About three-quarters of Paris 
rooftops use sheets of zinc as 
covering, producing the city's 
magnificent gray vistas that have 
long inspired artists and filmmakers.

World (Agency) 
External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar on Thursday 
said India and South Korea must work more closely in 
areas such as ship-building, health, infrastructure and 
defence, as he underlined the need to deepen ties 
between the two countries.
He also called for greater capacity and opportunities for 
the Global South, saying this would create new drivers 
of global growth. Without naming any country, he said 
the interests of a few nations were being openly 
prioritised, while the costs to many were receiving less 
attention.Jaishankar, who is in South Korea on a two-
day visit after travelling to Mongolia, was speaking at 
the Jeju Forum for Peace and Prosperity 2026. He 
stressed the importance of stronger economic and 
technology partnerships, political and strategic 
cooperation, and closer people-to-people ties between 
New Delhi and Seoul. “India and the Republic of Korea 
must cooperate more closely,” he said. “We have 
complementarities in fields like ship-building, digital, 
health, infrastructure or defence just waiting to be 
exploited.”He said influential nations must build “new 
understandings and closer relationships” to stabilise the 
global order and deal with issues through agenda-
specific cooperation. “The Global South should be 
provided greater capacity and opportunities. This 
would also create new factors of global growth,” he said. 
“As the interests of a few are openly prioritised, the 
costs to the many are less considered. This can only be 
countered by cooperation on more issues with greater 
players. At the end of the day, we will see whether 
multi-polarity really delivers.

Back-to-back powerful earthquakes slam Venezuela, 
collapsing buildings in the capital of  Caracas

 

for a halt to all new fossil fuel projects. change is tied to increasingly extreme THE HAGUE, Netherlands 
weather, and U.N. climate agency (Agency) The decision comes as Europe is in the 
projections say the next five years are midst of a brutal heatwave. Punishing A day after France hit record high 

likely to shatter more heat records.temperatures, a court in Paris is 
Europe is the world’s fastest-set to rule Thursday on a 
w a r m i n g  c o n t i n e n t ,  w i t h  landmark climate change case 
temperatures increasing twice as fast that could see energy giant 
as the global average since the 1980s, TotalEnergies forced to reduce 
according to the European Union’s its oil and gas production.The 
Copernicus  Cl imate  Change lawsuit, brought by a group of 
Service.Over the last four years, NGOs and the city of Paris, 
more than 200,000 people across argues the French corporation is 
Europe died from heat-related causes, violating a 2017 law that 
and most of those deaths were requires companies to prevent 
preventable, the World Health human rights abuses and 
Organization’s Europe office said environmental risks. It is the 
this month.first time that the so-called 

corporate duty of vigilance law The decision will be the latest in a 
temperatures extended to the United i s  b e i n g  a p p l i e d  t o  c l i m a t e  series of rulings in climate change cases. 
Kingdom and Spain, where weather change.Environmental groups Notre Last year, the United Nations’ top court, 
agencies issued red alerts — like France Affaire à Tous, Sherpa, ZEA, France the International Court of Justice, said 
— about the risks of extreme heat for Nature Environnement launched the countries could be in violation of 
tens of millions of people.proceedings in 2020.They claim that international law if they fail to take 
The iconic Eiffel Tower and the Louvre TotalEnergies is one of the largest measures to protect the planet from 
museum have been forced to restrict historical emitters of greenhouse gas climate change. In 2024, the European 
visiting hours and school and and have asked the court to require the Court of Human Rights ruled that 
transportation schedules have been company to reduce oil production by 37 countries must better protect their 
i n t e r r u p t e d  a c r o s s  t h e  percent and gas production by 25 people from the consequences of 
continent.Human-caused climate percent by 2030. The lawsuit also asks climate change.

call each other and check that no one has CARACAS. (Agency) 
been harmed."He also urged people to Back-to-back powerful earthquakes 
remain outside as aftershocks could further slammed Venezuela on Wednesday evening, 
damage some structures.collapsing buildings in the capital of 
"The building really shook from side to side. Caracas and leaving residents shaken.
Unreal. The force was incredibly strong," The U.S. Geological Survey said the first 
Caracas resident Roberto Gamas said. "We earthquake had a magnitude of 7.1 and its 
were walking and it was tossing us around. epicenter was west of the community of 
Everything in the apartment fell. Well, thank Morón, located along the country's 
God we were able to get out."Caribbean coast, about 168 kilometers (104 
The U.S. Pacific Tsunami Warning Center miles) west of Caracas. The quake had a 
issued a tsunami alert for Virgin Islands. depth of 22 kilometers.The USGS reported 
Authorities in the Dominican Republic also an even larger 7.5-magnitude earthquake 
issued one for the island. Another alert for just a minute later. The second quake had a 
Puerto Rico was quickly lifted.depth of 10 kilometers and its epicenter was 

16 kilometers (10 iles) southwest of Morón. Strong earthquakes are unusual in Venezuela.
The quakes are among the strongest to strike While the country sits near multiple fault 
Venezuela in more than a century. lines, its position straddling the South remained on the streets after sunset. Some collapsed homes and buildings, he said, 

American and Caribbean plates makes The earthquakes struck shortly after 6 p.m. sat on the ground hugging their pets as dust suggesting people were injured in the 
earthquakes much less common than in local time. People evacuated swaying gathered around them."It started off gently earthquake and asking motorists to give way 
other parts of Latin America. Along the buildings in Caracas and remained outside, and then gradually grew, and in the end, we to ambulances and other emergency 
Pacific coast — in Mexico and Chile, for many visibly shocked as they saw entire all had to leave our houses, go outside and vehicles."We understand that some people 
example — earthquakes are frequent; the walls that had collapsed, making furniture gather together," Caracas resident Hector may be desperate, but we are acting 
two countries sit along the seismically active visible from the street. Dust columns could Ricci said.Interior Minister Diosdado according to protocols to activate aid and 
tectonic belt known as the "Pacific Ring of also be seen in two neighborhoods of the Cabello said the quake could be felt in rescue efforts to help those who need it 
Fire," responsible for 90% of earthquakes, capital, where restaurants and other several states. The Altamira neighborhood most," Cabello said on state television. "Be 
according to the USGS.businesses are typically busy. People in Caracas had "alarming situations" with very careful with children and the elderly; 

shaky ceasefire in the region. agency of the United Nations that oversees DUBAI.(Agency) However, there has been the report of at least 
A major threat to the deal is the flareup of A Liberian oil tanker made its way out of the shipping at sea.North of the route is the one mine sighted in the water after the Guard 
fighting in Lebanon between Israel and the Strait of Hormuz on Thursday despite Traffic Separation Scheme, the route in the said that it mined the passage during the war 
Iranian-backed militia Hezbollah. threats to shipping from Iran's paramilitary that started on Feb. 28 with U.S. and 
On Wednesday. Israel launched an Revolutionary Guard and using a new route Israeli strikes on Iran. The threat of mines 
airstrike that killed two people in close to Oman's shore that has been shut off the route.The naval arm of the 
southern Lebanon, the country's promoted by a U.N. maritime agency. Revolutionary Guard, apparently 

The transit of the Stoic Warrior and the state-run news agency said. It was reacting to Oman and the IMO's route, 
threats come as tensions rise between Iran Israel's first airstrike on Lebanon gave an angry warning Thursday, carried 
and the United States over the terms of their since the latest ceasefire took effect by Iran's state-run IRNA news agency."A 
interim accord aimed at permanently ending on Saturday. few hours ago, without notice or 
the Iran war. From getting ships through the Tanker sails through Strait of coordination with the Islamic Republic of 
narrow mouth of the Persian Gulf to the Hormuz Iran, some authorities announced a new 

The Stoic Warrior — signaling that future of Iran's stockpile of highly enriched route for ship traffic in the Strait of 
it planned to transit the Strait of uranium, the two nations are increasingly Hormuz, which is unacceptable and 
Hormuz — took off early Thursday debating the terms of the deal signed last completely dangerous," the Guard said.
morning on a trip that saw it hug the week.Through the signing of the "It is hereby notified to all that the only 
coast of the United Arab Emirates memorandum of understanding, the U.S. authorized route for passing through the 
and then Oman.The vessel then and Iran agreed to a 60-day period to iron out Strait of Hormuz is the one declared by 
traveled around Oman's Musandam these and other details. Until that happens — the Islamic Republic of Iran," the Iranian center of the strait that for decades ships 
Peninsula fairly close to the shore, part of a during private talks — leaders from both force said. "Vessel traffic outside these moved through freely. The route is used for 
route that Oman laid out alongside the countries will also continue to negotiate in routes is extremely dangerous and transport of about a fifth of all the world's oil 
International Maritime Organization, an public, raising the risks of derailing the prohibited."and natural gas.

Chinese Man Caught 
Breeding 300 Pythons In Flat 
After Power Bill Shock

KUWAIT. (Agency) 
Secretary of State Marco Rubio promised the United 
States' Gulf allies that Washington would protect their 
interests as it seeks to hammer out a final settlement of 
the Middle East war in talks with Iran.
Rubio was on a regional tour to reassure the Gulf states, 
which were targeted by Tehran's missiles and drones 
during the conflict and saw their crucial oil and gas 
shipments effectively cut off by an Iranian blockade of 
the Strait of Hormuz.Tehran has emerged emboldened 
from the war, vowing not to relinquish control of the 
vital waterway and going so far as to call its initial deal 
with Washington to stop the fighting "a declaration of 
America's defeat".
During a visit to Kuwait City, Rubio said Washington 
would be on the same page as Gulf states as it wrangles 
with Iran over a permanent settlement to the conflict.
"We're going to be completely aligned with our 
partners in the Gulf. That's why we're meeting with all 
of them tomorrow," he said, adding the US would 
"engage them on conversations about every decision 
that's made with regards to this negotiation".
Rubio is due to attend a Gulf Cooperation Council 
meeting in Bahrain on Thursday after sitting down with 
the leaders of Kuwait and the United Arab Emirates on 
Wednesday.The initial US-Iran deal, which sets out a 
60-day negotiating process aimed at reaching a long-
term agreement, failed to address Gulf nations' long-
standing concerns about Iran's missile programme and 
regional proxies.But Rubio insisted Washington was 
"not going to do anything that undermines the security 
of our allies".Tehran, however, has already portrayed 
the deal as a victory.Its top negotiator Mohammad 
Bagher Ghalibaf said on Wednesday that the 
agreement, reached with the help of Pakistani 
mediation, was "the result of the resistance and 
authority of the brave Iranian nation".

An oil tanker navigates the Strait of  Hormuz 
despite threats from Iran's Revolutionary Guard
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blanket rejection of smartphones risks isolating the Frustrated by the growing association of their region 
very youth whose future the village seeks to protect. with cybercrime, residents of Sukhpuri village in 
The real issue is not the device but its misuse. Haryana's Nuh district have chosen a dramatic path to 
Cybercrime flourishes where unemployment, lack of signal change. Their decision to smash 55 smartphones 
skills and the lure of quick money combine with weak and switch to basic phones sends a clear message: 
awareness of legal consequences. Removing technology should not become a tool for deception and 
smartphones may temporarily reduce opportunities illegal gain. The trigger for the move is understandable. 
for fraud, but it does little to address these deeper Nuh has frequently made headlines for cyber fraud, 
causes.sextortion and online scams. Community leaders fear 
What Sukhpuri has demonstrated is the power of that easy access to smartphones and the Internet has 
collective action and social accountability. That spirit lured many young people into unlawful activities. By 
deserves praise. However, the next step should be publicly destroying their devices, the villagers hope to 
digital responsibility rather than digital withdrawal. break this cycle and reclaim their village's 
Villagers, educators and authorities must work reputationYet, while the symbolism is powerful, the 
together to promote cyber literacy, create solution appears overly simplistic. Smartphones are 
employment opportunities and strengthen not merely gadgets for entertainment. They are 
community oversight. The challenge before Nuh is gateways to education, banking, government services, 
not to disconnect from the digital world but to engage employment opportunities and communication. In 
with it responsibly. True reform will come not from rural India, digital connectivity is increasingly 
breaking phones, but from building opportunities.essential for social and economic advancement. A 

The spectacular self-
goals of  Trumponomics

Job guarantee is dead, not the degree

Broken screens: Sukhpuri’s fight laudable, but too simplistic

Satyajit Das

Apologists for the US administration claim that it is 
seeking to ‘disrupt’ existing geopolitical and 
economic norms for the good. Yet the last 17 
months have made a convincing case for the 
nostalgic advantages of status quo. Inverting 
Shakespeare’s  Polonius,  i f  the Trump 
administration’s measures be method, there is 
madness in it.The administration wants lower 
inflation, but wars, tariffs, trade restrictions and 
sanctions are pushing up costs and increasing price 
pressures. It wants lower energy prices, but 
initiating hostilities in the Gulf, which reduced oil 
and gas supplies, was unhelpful for that aim. While 
war is good for US energy exporters, it overlooks 
that the US imports certain oil products. American 
prices have actually gone up at a higher rate than in 
other countries because they have greater 
flexibility to mange rises—for example, by 
reducing fuel taxes.
The Trump administration is talking up the 
prospects of increasing US oil production. But 
shale oil producers, the main source of new supply, 
have proved reluctant, wanting greater certainty 
about future prices. They require a price between 
$60 and $80 a barrel to drill profitably. Given 
Trump’s desire to get prices down to reverse sliding 
approval ratings and assist the Republicans in the 
upcoming mid-term elections, producers have 
chosen not to invest and use the windfall profits to 
reduce their debt or reward shareholders.
Trump expects the Gulf Cooperation Council 
members to invest in the US and finance his Peace 
Board. But the war and lower oil prices, if they 
hold, are damaging to their economies and reduce 
available surpluses. The US is also pursuing an 
intermittent trade war with Mexico and Canada, its 
largest sources of crude imports, ignoring that US 
refineries are set up to process these grades and 
would need alternative suppliers or costly retooling 
its operations.The ‘build-in-America’ campaign 
seeks to replace cheaper foreign supply with more 
expensive domestic production across a range of 
items. Given the evolution of supply chains over 
decades ,  th is  i s  proving diff icul t .De-
industrialisation of the US means shortages of 
workers with the required skills. The attempt to 
onshore chip production has seen lengthy delays, 
cost overruns, exposed cultural and regulatory 
differences and ultimately required the use of 
foreign workers. The plants will not produce state-
of-the-art chips or use the latest technology. Higher 
tariffs, President Trump’s favoured non-kinetic 
weapon, means more resources directed to 
producing lower-end essential goods, which could 
be imported at cheaper prices, reducing available 
capacity for more advanced manufacturing activity 
resulting in higher prices and disruptions of supply 
chains.The administration’s actions on fiscal and 
monetary policy are revelatory. The proposed tax 
cuts are illusory, being a continuation of the 
expiring regime and will be offset by the rising 
inflation. Channelling the sentiment of Lewis 
Carroll’s Humpty Dumpty—“when I use a word…  
it means just what I choose it to mean”—the White 
House spokesperson stated tariffs are “a tax cut for 
the American people”, something new to economic 
theory.The tariffs, even if they are implemented as 
they were deemed illegal, will not help correct 
America’s growing budget deficit. The revenue 
from tariffs cannot replace individual and 
corporate tax receipts of over $2 trillion. Given the 
base amount of imports of $3.4 trillion, it would 
require a punitive tariff rate that, if levied, would 
reduce imports by making them prohibitively 
expensive, limiting the revenue raised. During 
Trump 1.0, 92 percent of revenues from 
agricultural tariffs ended up funding subsidies to 
unhappy farmers.Instead, the tax cuts, eliminating 
taxes on social security, tips and overtime as well as 
reinstating state and local tax deductions will 
reduce revenues by around $900 billion a year.

Without winning the trust of  India’s richest, Rahul Gandhi has very little chance of  putting up a fight in 2029

analysts, municipal finance associates, procurement protected standards, restricted exploitation, shaped pride Julio Ribeiro
specialists, health systems managers, education data and helped secure decent wages.
officers and climate adaptation officers. Such teams Chief Economic Adviser (CEA) V Anantha Nageswaran India has no comparable ecosystem. We have excellent 
could transform local governance and create meaningful has done a great service by saying something many individual craftsmen, but no strong professional guilds 
public-purpose jobs.parents, students and policymakers do not want to hear: for plumbers, electricians, welders, carpenters or repair 

the old automatic premium attached to software degrees This is where curriculum reform and job design must go technicians. We have ITIs and skilling schemes, but weak 
and MBAs is vanishing. together. It is not enough to tell colleges to update syllabi. social prestige. We have certificates, but often not 

The labour market must create roles that reward updated employer trust. Most importantly, India’s labour force is The globalisation-era formula was simple. Get an 
skills. If colleges teach climate-resilient construction but still overwhelmingly informal or unregistered. In such a engineering degree, learn coding, do an MBA, if 
public works departments recruit as per the old criterion, market, a trade skill does not automatically translate into possible, and enter a white-collar growth track. That 
nothing will change. If MBA students learn data analytics dignity or income security. It can just as easily mean formula is no longer reliable. AI is changing the 
but district administrations have no posts for outcome casual work, no written contract, no insurance, no economics of routine cognitive work. One experienced 
monitoring or GIS mapping, the skill will be wasted. pension, unsafe conditions and arbitrary wages. By employee, assisted by AI tools, can now do what earlier 
Education reform without job reform becomes another contrast, German law requires compulsory labour required dozens of freshers. The first impact may not be 
certificate factory. representation on company boards.mass layoffs. It may be the silent closing of entry gates. 

Witness the recent drop in hiring by IT companies. The recent unrest among industrial workers in the 
Noida and Gurugram-Manesar belt is a reminder. But the CEA’s warning should not be read as an 
Many workers in automotive, garments and allied obituary for engineering or management 
manufacturing reportedly protested for basic education. India does not need fewer engineers. It 
monthly wages of around Rs 20,000 or more. These needs different engineers. Civil engineering, for 
were not software engineers complaining about instance, will remain central to India’s future. A 
appraisal cycles. These were factory workers country that is still building roads, bridges, ports, 
saying that wages were below survival level. The IT railways, water systems, housing, logistics parks 
sector emerged as a relatively formal, globally and climate-resilient cities cannot say that 
linked labour market. Industrial and trade workers engineering is finished. If anything, demand for 
often remain trapped between informality, contract good engineers will rise.The real question is: what 
labour and weak collective voice.The deeper kind of engineering? A civil engineer of tomorrow 
problem is India’s graduate unemployment crisis. cannot merely learn old formulae for concrete and 
Millions of young graduates are not working, surveying. She must understand climate risk, water 
earning or acquiring experience, but preparing for stress, urban flooding, green materials, GIS 
competitive exams. The government job has (geographic information system) mapping, project 
become a lottery ticket; the coaching class has The CEA is also right to ask India to take skilled trades finance, procurement and lifecycle maintenance. 

turned into a waiting room. This is not irrational seriously. Welding, plumbing, carpentry, electrical work, Mechanical and electrical engineers must understand 
behaviour. It is a rational response to a labour market caregiving, nursing, hospitality and culinary skills robotics, precision manufacturing, storage, grids and 
where private entry-level jobs are poorly paid and involve human presence, judgment, dexterity and trust. renewable integration. Computer engineers must move 
insecure, while government jobs offer a decent salary, These are not easily replaced by AI. But here too we need beyond routine coding to systems thinking, data 
status, security and social insurance.to be careful. You cannot change social attitudes just by architecture, cybersecurity and AI applications in real 

exhortation. A middle-class parent who has spent two sectors.The same applies to MBAs. India does not need The same logic applies to universities. They have been 
decades telling a child to become an engineer or do an fewer people with analytical and managerial skills. It declared dead, attributed to the Internet, MOOCs 
MBA will not suddenly celebrate welding as an equally needs many more, but in places where they are rarely (massive open online courses), bootcamps, the pandemic 
attractive option. In India, a degree is not merely a found today. Every district needs people who can analyse and now AI tutors. Yet higher education has expanded 
credential. It is prestige, marriage value, caste mobility, data, prepare investment plans, evaluate projects, massively. The real issue is whether universities will use 
migration possibility and insurance against manual monitor outcomes, improve procurement, manage public AI as a partner in learning, and not merely treat it as a 
precarity.This is why comparisons with Germany, assets and coordinate across departments. If India is cheating device.The CEA’s warning is well taken. But the 
Switzerland, Japan or South Korea must be made serious about bottom-up planning, the district cannot policy message must be not to bury the degree but 
carefully. Skilled trades are respected there because remain merely an administrative unit. It must become a redesign it. Trade skills need to be formalised and 
institutions made them respectable. Europe has had planning, data and execution unit.Why not strengthen bestowed with social dignity. India’s job crisis will not be 
guilds, chambers, apprenticeships, licensing norms and district planning offices with young professionals trained solved by replacing one social obsession with another. It 
wage-bargaining institutions for more than a century. A in economics, management, public finance, statistics, will be solved when a young Indian can become a civil 
master electrician, machinist or carpenter has GIS, infrastructure planning and social sector delivery? engineer, coder, nurse, chef, welder, district planner, 
certification, progression, bargaining power and social Instead of producing generic MBAs who chase the same technician, teacher, entrepreneur or civil servant — and 
identity. The guild did not merely teach the trade. It corporate jobs, we could create district development each path carries dignity, income, security and mobility.

The labour market must create roles that reward updated skills

venue and providing them with food and cash. Elections Congress party contested 328 seats. I assume that in 2029, remains the same, inflation will increase this cost to Rs Aunindyo Chakravarty
also involve door-to-door outreach with voters, hiring it will put up its own candidates in the 325-335 Lok Sabha 2,400 per voter. Keep this figure in mind.
local muscle to be able to enter areas controlled by rivals, constituencies. At Rs 150 crore per seat, the total If Rahul Gandhi wants to be in a position to lead a Let me begin with a provocative number — Rs 50,000 
the cost of transport and refreshments for party workers expenditure will come to around Rs 50,000 crore; at Rs coalition government in 2029, the Congress will need at crore. That is how much Rahul Gandhi needs to be in the 
and volunteers and many other sundry expenses. 200 crore per seat, it will rise to roughly Rs 65,000 crore. least a 30 per cent vote share. If we assume a steady running to be Prime Minister in 2029.To understand why, 
If this is how much it costs to contest an Assembly Let us look at these numbers from another direction. The population growth, and take the same turnout as 2024, 30 we need to take a temporal detour back to October 2024, 

Centre for Media Studies (CMS) per cent works out to 21 crore actual votes. At Rs 2,400 the day before the counting in Haryana. I 
has estimated that the 2024 Lok per vote, that works out to a total expenditure of more than had accompanied a friend to a property 
Sabha elections had cost Rs 1.35 Rs 50,000 crore.So, whichever way you look at it — from broker’s office in Gurugram. The man 
lakh crore. This included the the direction of the cost of fighting each Lok Sabha seat, had been playing hooky for a couple of 
expenditure by the Election or in terms of the cost per voter — the Congress will need weeks, fixing and then cancelling 
Commission, the Centre and the at least Rs 50,000 crore to win 2029. But this is money appointments with my friend. He said he 
states. It would be fair to assume needed for spending in just the last few months before had been busy helping a relative of his 
that at least Rs 1 lakh crore out of voting takes place. The Congress will also need to raise a who was a contestant for the seat of an 
this was spent by the political lot of funds to fight the various Assembly elections MLA.
parties. Only a tiny fraction of this scheduled over the next three years.The broker claimed that his politician-
was done directly by the political The first of these is likely to be Punjab, where the AAP has relative had spent more than Rs 250 crore 
parties, through their own bank indicated that elections could be brought forward to this on the elections, and he hinted that a part 
accounts. Most of the expenditure winter. It is a rich state, with even richer politicians. At a of the budget was the money he had to 
would have been done by fronts for conservative Rs 50 crore per Assembly seat, the Congress pay to get the party ticket since he was an 
parties and their candidates and by will need about Rs 5,800-6,000 crore for Punjab alone. outsider. The man didn’t show even a bit 
their well-wishers and rich Then there will be Uttar Pradesh and Uttarakhand in early of embarrassment in telling us about this 
supporters.Since we don’t have a 2027. Both of these will cost big bucks.jaw-dropping figure. He assumed that we 
party-wise break-up of this In reality, the Congress needs much more than this shared his view that electoral politics was 
unofficial expenditure, I will use the because of the nature of the party. Unlike the BJP, it is not all about who had more money.Even if 
official, audited numbers as an ideologically-driven political entity. This makes it the broker’s claim was an exaggeration, 
proxies. Out of the official difficult for it to centralise all fund-raising. So, money it is an open secret that candidates from 
expenditure, the BJP spent about 45 given to the Congress leaks into the coffers of individual larger parties spend Rs 80-100 crore on 
per cent. It is likely that the party’s leaders, much more than it does in other parties.an Assembly election. A large part of it 
share of the overall, unofficial involves greasing the palms of key The funding hurdle is something that Rahul Gandhi has to 
election expenditure was higher, officials, power brokers, panchayat and address immediately. And for that, he will either have to 

election, imagine how much more would be needed for a but we will stick with this figure: 45 per cent of Rs 1 lakh caste elders, distributing money to local dadas and even mend bridges with India Inc, or empower party leaders 
Lok Sabha contest. On an average, a Lok Sabha crore is Rs 45,000 crore. The BJP got 23.6 crore votes in simply distributing cash to potential voters. Then there who already have more business-friendly images than he 
constituency has five to seven Assembly segments. If we 2024, which means it had to spend an average of Rs 1,900 are the publicity expenses — handbills, posters and does. The CM choices in the South suggest that the 
assume that one can achieve ‘economies of scale’ here, to win over each voter to its side. I repeat, this is not direct, hoardings. Political rallies cost big money, not only on Gandhis are aware of this. In any case, without winning 
even then a candidate will have to spend Rs 150-200 crore official spending — it includes all the money spent hiring tents, chairs, speaker systems and setting up the the trust of India’s richest, Rahul Gandhi has very little 
on a Lok Sabha seat to put up a strong fight.Now, let us through proxies and well-wishers. If everything else dais, but also on hiring buses to take people to the rally chance of putting up a fight in 2029.
return to Rahul Gandhi and the Congress. In 2024, the 

How much does it take to win an election

Ram Mandir case must be probed transparently
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debut for Club America at the same stadium is unlikely to feature. The veteran keeper, New Delhi. (Agency)  
back in 2004. Making his sixth and final instantly recognisable by his curls, appeared One of the most recognisable faces of the 
World Cup appearance, Ochoa preserved the content with his role.Roared on by a crowd FIFA World Cup in recent years, Guillermo 

dressed in green, white and red, Mexico did Ochoa got the storybook ending he had 
not overwhelm the Czechs but remained always dreamed of. Playing in front of an 
worthy winners thanks to goals from Mateo 80,000-strong Azteca crowd, Ochoa bid 
Chavez, Julian Quinones and Alvaro farewell to the fans in Mexico's final group-
Fidalgo.The entire stadium saluted Ochoa at stage game of the tournament.Curly-haired 
the final whistle - a fitting show of respect for and standing shorter than most elite 
a player whose flying saves and one-man acts goalkeepers in world football, Ochoa has, 
of defiance became part of Mexican football over the years, become a cult figure among 
folklore.”He's an example for all of us. He's fans because of his ageless heroics on 
the first one in the gym and the last one to football's biggest stage every four years. The 
leave," left-back Chavez said after the game.40-year-old could not have wished for a 
"This is the icing on the cake of a great career. better send-off, coming on for the final 14 

clean sheet started by Raul Rangel as Mexico He's an idol for us, he's helped guide the minutes of Mexico's 3-0 rout of Czechia, a 
scored three times to finish top of the group. group with his experience, and I'm very result that sent the side into the Round of 
"My first game, Azteca. My last game, happy for him."For supporters, everything 32.The Azteca rose to its feet when the 
Azteca. It’s been a beautiful final chapter of followed the ideal script: a home World Cup, substitution was announced, and Ochoa 
my career," he told Mexican TV.Mexico will a perfect group-stage campaign, and a legend soaked in every bit of the acclaim from the 
play again at the Azteca in the Round of 32, walking away with chants of his name home supporters.The venue meant a lot to the 
but barring a goalkeeping emergency, Ochoa ringing in his ears.legendary goalkeeper, who made his senior 

time the squad was finalised on June 
9.
A federation source said the final 
decision was taken after considering 
national performances, international 
results, comparative assessment of 
players, team balance, medal 
prospects and strategic suitability.Her 
candidature was duly considered. The 
decision was taken bona fide, in 
accordance with the governing policy 

New Delhi. (Agency)   
and within the timelines set by the 

Manika Batra's hopes of making India's 
IOA," the source said.The source 

Asian Games squad remain firmly shut after 
further revealed that while the first 

the Table Tennis Federation of India (TTFI) 
four women's spots were selected 

defended its selection process and made it 
unanimously, voting was conducted 

clear that her omission was in line with the framework, 50 per cent weightage is given for the fifth and final place in the 
existing criteria.Responding to the multiple to national rankings, 40 per cent to squad.Sutirtha Mukherjee emerged as the 
Commonwealth Games gold medallist's international rankings, while selectors retain preferred choice after receiving eight votes. 
demand for clarification over her exclusion, 10 per cent discretionary power. Manika was subsequently placed among the 
TTFI stated on Wednesday that the selection WHY WAS MANIKA BATRA NOT reserves alongside Swastika Ghosh.The 
committee had duly considered her SELECTED? clarification comes days after Manika 
candidature but selected the final squad Manika, currently ranked World No. 51, publicly questioned the transparency of the 
strictly on the basis of the federation's missed out largely because she did not selection process and warned that she could 
policy.The federation maintained that the compete in domestic events and therefore explore legal options if she did not receive a 
decision was not influenced by any single did not carry a national ranking into the satisfactory explanation from the federation.
factor and instead came after a broader selection process. An automatic place would India's final entries for the Asian Games had assessment of performances and team have been available only if she had been to be submitted to the Indian Olympic requirements.According to TTFI's selection inside the top 50 of the ITTF rankings at the Association by June 10.

Manika Batra's Asian Games doors remain 
firmly shut: Table tennis federation source

New Delhi. (Agency)  
Brazil's commanding 3-0 victory over 
Scotland at Miami Stadium concluded with an 
emotional scene off the ball, as a tearful 
Neymar had to personally intervene when 
stadium stewards mistook his own son for a 
pitch invader.The poignant momnt unfolded 
shortly after the final whistle of the FIFA 
World Cup Group C fixture. For Neymar, the 
evening was already charged with immense 
personal significance, marking his official 
return to the Selecao for the first time since 
sustaining a devastating anterior cruciate 
ligament (ACL) injury in October 2023.After 
celebrating the crucial victory on the pitch 
with his teammates, the 34-year-old superstar 
walked over to one of the stadium enclosures 
where his 14-year-old son, Davi Lucca, had 
been cheering him on. Spotting his father 
approaching the touchline, Davi eagerly tried 
to get down from the stands to greet 
him.However, seeing a young fan attempting 
to cross the perimeter and enter the field of 
play without authorisation, two alert stadium 
security guards immediately intercepted the 

teenager. Mistaking him for an over-zealous 
pitch invader, the guards stopped him in his 
tracks to prevent him from reaching the grass.
Realising the immediate misunderstanding, 
Neymar quickly stepped in to clear the 
confusion. The Brazilian forward frantically 
signalled to the stewards, who promptly 
stepped back once they realised the boy's 
identity.What followed was a deeply 
emotional embrace between father and son on 
the sidelines. Visibly overwhelmed by the 
gravity of his long, gruelling 20-month 
journey back to the international stage, 
Neymar broke down in tears during the warm 
hug, capping off a night that clearly meant far 
more to him than just three points.

Relay Championships in China, Nanda's quietly built a stunning resume. She 
career is stretching past its 24th year. The secured a Commonwealth Games bronze 
Indian quartet – comprising Nanda, SS i n  2 0 1 0 ,  a n  i n d i v i d u a l  A s i a n  
Sneha, Sudeshna Shivankar, and Tamanna Championship 200m bronze in 2015, and 
– clocked a season-best 43.85 seconds to standard relay medals including a silver in 
clinch the top spot, turning them into fierce 2025. She even reached the pinnacle of 
medal contenders for the upcoming Asian sport, competing in the 200m sprint at the 
Games in Japan.But for Nanda, the true 2016 Rio Olympics.Yet, staying at the top 
victory isn't just measured in gold or split for over 20 years requires a punishing 
seconds; it is measured in the purity of her physical toll. Nanda admits that the 
journey.In an era where Indian athletics is temptation to walk away has knocked on 
frequently forced to battle the shadow of her door more than once."There were so 
doping scandals, Nanda stands out as a many times I thought of it. In training, it is 
beacon of clean sport. Speaking to the Press so hard. Sometimes I vomit in the training 
Trust of India, the veteran track athlete but have to still get up and do the next the prohibited drugs would even make your 
revealed that keeping her body free of any repetition," she said.”I get so tired, so body deteriorate in the long run."Hailing from 
prohibited substances is her ultimate source of frustrated when at times I don't achieve the Tikabali in Odisha's Kandhamal district, 
strength."I will definitely say that it is very goal... but I have to hold myself up and think Nanda's journey began in 2002 when she 

New Delhi. (Agency)  important to stay clean and that gives a lot of for the coming days."joined the Government Sports Hostel. The 
In a sport where a single decade can exhaust confidence. And you can focus on your daughter of a local collectorate clerk and a To sustain her world-class speed, Nanda, who 
the human body, 35-year-old sprinter Srabani competition," Nanda told .We must change school headmistress, her talent quickly is currently employed by the Odisha Hydro 
Nanda is currently redefining the rules of the mindset from 'we can't do without drugs' to propelled her into the international arena. By Power Corporation, has traveled the globe to 
athletic longevity.Fresh off anchoring the 'we can do without drugs'. We have to make 2007, she was representing India at the World find inspiration. She has trained in South 
Indian women's 4x100m relay team to a sure that we keep our body healthy and we Youth Championships in Ostrava. Africa and Australia, and during the heights of 
spectacular Gold medal finish at the Asian should not play with our body. And naturally, the 2020 pandemic, she relocated to Jamaica.Over nearly two and a half decades, she has 
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for a last-man challenge, and then the Korean defender.South Africa 
Themba Zwane for striking a finished with 14 shots, four on 
Mexican player in the face. The target, and gradually took control 
offence was deemed serious enough after the early pressure. Yaya 
for FIFA to hand Zwane a three- Sithole, sent off in the opening 
match ban.In the very first game game, returned to put in a really 
itself, South Africa's campaign strong performance against Son 
seemed to be crashing down. Heung-min's side.South Africa 

reverted to a six-man defensive Instead of letting that result dictate 
line in the closing minutes of the their fate, Bafana Bafana, known for 
game, heading and clearing their fighting spirit, stood up and 
everything that South Korea threw took stock of the situation. They put 
into the box through their wing-in two solid performances against 
backs.South Korea's star Son Czechia and South Korea to achieve 

their first-ever qualification to the New Delhi. (Agency)  Heung-min came on at half-time 
but barely influenced the attack. 10 days before their first FIFA World Cup knockout stage of the FIFA World 

attacked down the right flank and looked His short passing sequences lacked match against Mexico, South Africa did not Cup.South Africa were not given much of a 
threatening every time they moved forward. connection with the players around him, as know if they would even travel to the chance ahead of the tournament. Fair enough, 
They were forced to survive a really energetic Korea tried to dominate through pace on the tournament. Administrative failures and visa many would say, given that they had not even 
start from South Korea, who looked the more wings and quick combinations through delays had indefinitely grounded the team, qualified for the last three editions.But Hugo 
likely side to score early.Put under pressure, midfield.But in doing so, errors crept into sending their preparations into a spiral even Broos' South Africa could not care less.
the Rainbow Nation slowed the game down in their midfield structure, and they eventually They dug deep against Czechia and earned a before they reached the shores of North 
midfield, picked the pockets of opposition lost control of the match.In the second half 1-1 draw, keeping their hopes of qualification America.Once they finally arrived to the 
attackers, and launched heavy counter- especially, South Korea showed a lack of alive.Bafana Bafana then showed their flair World Cup, the lack of preparation showed 
attacks.After missing a host of chances, the urgency - something that was criticised by the on Thursday, June 25, in their final group-when South Africa played the tournament 
breakthrough finally came in the 63rd minute commentators on the broadcast.With the stage game. Knowing that a win would send opener against Mexico. Two of their players 
when Thapelo Maseko dribbled into the box defeat, Korea's fate now rests in the hands of them into history, South Africa repeatedly were shown red cards - first Sphephelo Sithole 
and calmly slotted the ball through the legs of other teams. 

Meet Srabani Nanda: The 35-year-old 
sprinter who refuses to slow down

FIFA World Cup: Battling against the odds, South 
Africa achieve historic knockout qualification

FIFA World Cup legend Guillermo Ochoa gets 
storybook ending, retires at the Azteca

New Delhi. (Agency)  
South Korea manager Hong Myung-bo was torn 
apart by a hostile press after his side's 0-1 loss to 
South Africa on Thursday. South Korea failed to 
show urgency in their final group-stage game and 
now find themselves on the brink of an early exit 
from the tournament.It turned into a difficult 
watch for the large number of fans attending the 
game as South Korea failed to show the urgency 
and intent required to win. The Korean media 
arrived at the post-match press conference in a 
bad mood and wasted little time in questioning 
Hong.
PRESS ATTACKS KOREA COACH
One reporter even took a sarcastic swipe at the 
team management, asking whether the squad had 
suffered food poisoning because otherwise the 
performance made little sense.Reports suggest 
that South Korea's head coach does not enjoy 
overwhelming support back home, especially 
with the side struggling to produce results against 
stronger teams in recent years. Hong took the 
question calmly and insisted there were no 
external reasons behind the performance.
"The match content was not good, but there was 
absolutely no such issue within the team. I do not 

want to attribute the reason to such things," he 
said."It is true that we played our worst match 
among the three World Cup games," he 
added.WHY DID SON HEUNG-MIN NOT 
PLAY FULL GAME?
What did not sit well with the Korean press was 
that their footballing hero Son Heung-min was 
benched for the opening half. Easily the biggest 
star in the side, Son came on as a substitute in the 
second half but had little impact on the game.
Hong explained that the decision was tactical and 
aimed at preserving Son's energy so he could 
influence the match later."We thought that when 
the opponents had a lot of energy it would be 
better to use Son later in the game, when they 
started losing energy and there was more space. 
We wanted to use him when they were weaker," 
Hong said.

Food poisoning or what? Korean 
media tear into coach after 

shock World Cup defeat

New Delhi,. (Agency)  
Manipur may be the sixth-smallest state in 
India, but when it comes to hockey, it has 
consistently produced some of the country's 
finest talents. From Olympian and goalkeeping 
stalwart Nilkamal Pangambam to stars like 
S u s h i l a  C h a n u ,  N i l k a n t a  S h a r m a ,  
Chinglensana Singh and Surajlata Devi, the 
state has built a rich legacy in the sport.
INDIAN HOCKEY: FULL COVERAGE
Now, Bichu Devi is carrying that tradition 
forward, emerging as one of the brightest stars 
in Indian hockey and rapidly establishing 
herself as one of the country's most dependable 
goalkeepers. Since making her India debut in 
2022, the 25-year-old has enjoyed a meteoric 
rise. In a short span, she has gone from being a 
promising prospect to a key member of the 
national setup, winning a bronze medal at the 
Asian Games in Hangzhou and playing a 
pivotal role in SG Pipers' Women's Hockey 
India League triumph, where her shootout 
heroics in the final proved decisive.Her growth 
was evident once again at the FIH Women's 
Nations Cup in New Zealand, where India 

lifted the title. Sharing duties with veteran 
Savita Punia, Bichu featured in all five matches 
as India conceded only six goals throughout 
the tournament and kept clean sheets in both 
the semi-final and final.The remarkable rise 
also earned her individual recognition. Bichu 
beat Krishan Pathak, Princedeep Singh and 
Suraj Karkera to claim the Baljit Singh Award 
for Goalkeeper of the Year 2025, underlining 
her status as one of India's leading goalkeepers 
at the senior level.
Yet none of this was supposed to happen.
Before the medals, the awards and the national 
team call-ups, Bichu had a completely 
different dream.Speaking to India Today, 
Bichu smiled as she looked back at a twist of 
fate that changed the course of her life forever. 
She never wanted to be a hockey player. Her 
dream was to become a footballer."Whenever 
people ask me this question, I laugh because 
my story is a little different. I came into hockey 
by mistake."
"Actually, I wanted to play football. Since 
childhood, I used to play football with my 
brothers. I went to give football trials at SAI, 
but by the time I got there, the selections were 
over and the vacancies were full.

Neymar's son mistaken 
for pitch invader, Brazil 
star steps in to clear 

confusion

From accidental goalkeeper to 
India's best: Bichu Devi dreams 

of LA28 glory

At 35, veteran Odisha sprinter 
Srabani Nanda is redefining 
longevity in Indian athletics, 
anchoring the national relay 

team to fresh continental 
success in China while 

championing a fierce, lifelong 
commitment to clean sport.

ZSouth Africa scripted history at the FIFA 
World Cup after beating South Korea in 
their final group-stage match to qualify 
for the knockout rounds for the first 
time. Thapelo Maseko scored the 
decisive goal in the second half as Hugo 
Broos' side overcame a difficult start to 
the tournament.

 

The Table Tennis Federation of  India 
have shut the doors on Manika 
Batra's selection to the main squad 
for the Asian Games. TTFI sources 
claim that due process was followed 
during the selection process.
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Skoda Peaq: The dashboard features a 
dual-tone layout with a 13.6-inch 
touchscreen, a 10-inch digital driver's 
display, and a heated two-spoke 
steering wheel carrying the brand 
wordmark.

BANGKOK.(Agency) In Asian trading, Tokyo’s Nikkei 225 The Shanghai Composite index picked 
index surged 4.6% to a record close of up 0.2% to 4,120.28, while Hong Kong’s World shares were mostly higher 
72,366.34 as traders snapped up shares Hang Seng dropped 1.4% to 23,090.27.Thursday, led by tech-driven gains in 
in technology companies. Chipmaker Japan and South Korea as major Australia’s S&P/ASX 200 shed 0.7% to 

computer chipmakers’ stocks surged 8,748.70.On Wednesday, stocks 
following upbeat earnings reports from wavered to a mixed close on Wall Street 
U.S. giants like Qualcomm and Micron as losses for several tech giants 
Technology.Oil prices slipped closer to including Microsoft weighed on the 
where they were before the war with market. The S&P 500 fell 0.1% and the 
Iran began.Qualcomm’s share price Dow Jones Industrial Average, which is 
surged nearly 7% in afterhours trading less weighted with tech stocks, rose 
after the company announced it had 10 .4%.The tech-heavy Nasdaq 
raised its forecast for revenue this year composite fell 0.4%.
to $40 billion from $22 billion. It also Microsoft lost 2.3% and Oracle slumped 
announced a new computer chip for data 4.6%.Many large tech companies have 
centers called Dragonfly C1000 CPU been behind Wall Street’s record-setting 
that Meta plans to use.Micron run throughout the year, but analysts Tokyo Electron’s shares gained 7.8%, 
Technology’s shares jumped 18.5% in have warned their valuations may have while chip testing equipment maker 
afterhours trading after it upgraded its become stretched.Google’s parent Advantest’s shares soared 15%.
forecast and exceeded analysts’ company Alphabet slipped 0.2%. The South Korea’s benchmark, the Kospi, hit 
estimates.The future for the S&P 500 company is replacing Verizon in the a new record, surging 5.4% to 8,930.30 
gained 0.8%, while that for the Dow Dow on Monday. Its inclusion in the after briefly topping 9,000. Samsung 
Jones Industrial Average edged 0.1% S&P 500 means more to investors, Electronics’ shares gained 5.3% and SK 
higher.Germany’s DAX advanced 0.5% however, because 401(k) accounts are Hynix leaped 13%.Elsewhere in Asia, 
to 24,859.99. The CAC 40 in Paris was much more likely to include an S&P 500 gains were more modest.
up 0.2% to 8,398.21 and Britain’s FTSE index fund than anything tied to the Taiwan’s Taiex climbed 0.5% and the 
100 added 0.1% to 10,473.69. Dow.Sensex in India was up 0.7%.

Skoda unveils flagship Peaq EV globally: Will it 
come to India? Here's the full story

Amazon to invest $48 billion in India by 
2030, CEO Andy Jassy meets PM Modi

Will LPG cylinder facility be suspended on June 
30 for THESE people? Check PNG, LPG rules

New Delhi.(Agency)
If you were planning to submit an EPF claim this 
week, you may need to wait a few days. The 
Employees' Provident Fund Organisation (EPFO) 
has announced that several services on its member 
portal will be temporarily unavailable from June 26 
to June 28 due to a major system upgrade.
The move is aimed at improving service quality and 
making claim processing faster and more efficient 
in the future.
WHY IS EPFO SHUTTING SERVICES 
TEMPORARILY?
According to a notice displayed on the EPFO 
member portal, the organisation is carrying out a 
planned database consolidation and software 
upgrade for its claims processing system.EPFO 
said the exercise is intended to improve processing 
efficiency, strengthen system performance and 
provide a better experience for members using its 

online services.As a result, some key services will 
not be accessible during the migration period.
W H E N  W I L L  S E R V I C E S  B E  
UNAVAILABLE?
The temporary shutdown will begin at 12:00 am on 
June 26, 2026 and continue until 11:59 pm on June 
28, 2026.EPFO expects all services to be restored 
from 00:00 hours on June 29, 2026.
WHAT WILL BE AFFECTED?
During the three-day period, members will not be 
able to submit new claim requests through the 
EPFO portal. Claim processing services will also 
remain unavailable.This means users planning to 
apply for provident fund withdrawals, transfers or 
other claim-related services through the portal will 
have to wait until the upgrade is completed.
WHAT ABOUT EXISTING CLAIMS?
EPFO has clarified that claims submitted before the 
migration period will not be cancelled or 
rejected.However, their processing may be 
delayed. The organisation said these pending 
claims will be taken up once services resume after 
the upgrade is completed.Meanwhile, the 
retirement fund body has apologised for the 
temporary inconvenience and requested members 
to be patient during the transition.

BUSINESS

EPFO portal shutdown from 
June 26-28: How it will affect 

your EPF claims
battery with a single rear motor carrying the brand wordmark. Most 
producing 204 hp and a claimed range of controls live on the touchscreen, but 
459 km. Step up to the 90, and you get a Skoda has kept a few physical buttons on 
bigger 91 kWh battery with a more the centre console, split into two 
powerful single rear motor making 286 sections. The top section handles lock, 
hp, claiming a range of 647 km. At the top hazard, and volume controls, while the 
sits the 90x, which pairs the same 91 bottom section has three climate toggles, 
kWh battery with a dual-motor all- with the outer ones for temperature and 
wheel-drive setup, producing 299 hp and the middle one for fan speed.
a claimed range of 613 km.Performance Other highlights include a 16-speaker 
scales up nicely across the range too. The Sonos sound system, dual wireless phone 
90X is the quickest, accelerating from 0 chargers, a panoramic sunroof, and USB 
to 100 kmph in 6.7 seconds, followed by ports across all three rows. The Peaq also New Delhi.(Agency)
the 90 at 7.1 seconds and the 60 at 8.6 supports bidirectional charging, meaning  Skoda has officially unveiled the Peaq as seconds. Charging is fast across the it can power external appliances or even its new global flagship model, and it's board. The bigger 91 kWh battery goes a home electrical setup. It's also the first aiming squarely at full-size electric from 10 to 80 percent in 28 minutes on a Skoda to offer a digital key feature, SUVs like the Kia EV9, Hyundai Ioniq 9, 199 kW DC fast charger, while the letting you lock and unlock the car using and Volvo EX90. Here's what makes this smaller 63 kWh unit takes 27 minutes on your phone or smartwatch.An optional interesting for India: Skoda is actively a 160 kW charger. The Peaq rolls on 19 to augmented reality head-up display is considering bringing the Peaq here, even 21-inch aero-optimised alloy wheels, available too. For those wanting extra though none of its current pure electric depending on variant. comfort, Skoda offers a Relax Package models, the Epiq, Elroq, and Enyaq, are 
Inside the cabin with AGR-certified massage seats, sold in the country yet.

power-adjustable leg rests, front seat The dashboard features a dual-tone Battery, motor and performance pillows, a foldable table, and a wellness layout with a 13.6-inch touchscreen, a 
Internationally, the Peaq comes in three app with six modes including relaxation, 10-inch digital driver's display, and a 
variants. The base 60 gets a 63 kWh stretching, and re-energising.heated two-spoke steering wheel 

New Delhi.(Agency)
 The rupee rose 31 paise to 94.24 against the US dollar 
in early trade on Thursday as global crude oil prices 
continued to decline and went below levels seen before 
the start of the West Asia conflict.
A weaker greenback and positive sentiments in the 
domestic equity market further supported the local unit 
while heavy FII outflows prevented a sharper rise, 
forex traders said.At the interbank foreign exchange 
market, the rupee opened at 94.30 against the US dollar 
and strengthened further to 94.24, up 31 paise from its 
previous close.The rupee appreciated 21 paise to settle 
at 94.55 against the US dollar on Wednesday.
"The rupee opened stronger at 94.30 against the US 
dollar, supported by a sharp decline in global crude oil 
prices, which fell below levels seen before the Iran 
conflict. Brent crude is down more than 10 per cent this 
week and above 21 per cent for the month, easing 
concerns over India's import bill and supporting the 
domestic currency," Pinky Yadav, Commodity 
Fundamental  Analyst  at  Choice Broking,  
said.However, gains in the rupee remained capped as 
the US dollar hovered near a one-year high around 
101.5 amid expectations that the Federal Reserve 
could maintain a tighter monetary stance," Yadav said.
Meanwhile, the dollar index, which gauges the 
greenback's strength against a basket of six currencies, 
was trading at 101.50, lower by 0.10 per cent.
Brent crude, the global oil benchmark, was trading 
lower by 1.72 per cent at USD 72.47 per barrel in 
futures trade.On the domestic equity market front, 
Sensex climbed 440.23 points to 77,435.76 in early 
trade, while the Nifty rallied 137.80 points to 
24,147.60.

Kolkata.(Agency) 
Since gold prices are rising, more and more people are 
rushing to apply for gold loans. People are finding it 
easy to obtain loans by offering idle gold in times of 
need. However, it is important to understand some 
important factors before applying for a gold loan. 
Thanks to the elevated gold price, there has been a 
boom in the gold loan market in India. In FY26, the 
total portfolio surged by about 50% to Rs 19.4 lakh 
crore. This surge was largely driven by soaring gold 
prices and new RBI’s loan-to-value (LTV) rules, which 
switched from a flat to a tiered one. The net result, with 
higher prices, borrowers could get a higher loan by 
offering the same amount of gold as collateral. Let’s 
have a look what these factors are.
Loan amount
The price of gold always plays a crucial role in securing 
a gold loan. The higher the ruling price of gold. the 
higher can be the loam amount. Banks and lending 
financial institutions value gold based on standards set 
by the IBJA or recognized exchanges, rather than the 
current market rate. Therefore, be sure to check the gold 
rate in your city before applying. The price of gold 
varies every day both globally as well as in India and 
even inside the country it can be different in different 
cities. So checking the price of gold is important.
Purity of gold
The loan amount depends not only on the weight but 
also on the purity of the gold. Jewellery is usually made 
of 22 karat gold. However some light jewellery these 
days are also made of 18 karat gold. But bars and coins 
are made from 24 karat gold which is of highest purity. 
If jewellery is studded with stones or other 
embellishments, the lender will only consider the value 
of the gold.
LTV ratio in different tiers
According to Reserve Bank of India regulations, a 
maximum loan-to-value ratio of 85% applies in the 
case of gold loans. In other words, if the gold is worth 
Rs 1 lakh, the borrower can get a maximum loan of Rs 
85,000. Therefore, one must take note of this LTV and 
work out the maximum amount of loan that one is 
eligible for. The LTV ratio is different for different tiers. 
If the loan is up to Rs 2.5 lakh the LTV is the maximum 
85%. For loan amounts between Rs 2.5 lakh and Rs 5 
lakh, the LTV is 80% and for loan amounts exceeding 
Rs 5 lakh, the LTV set by RBI is 75%.
Before applying for a gold loan, one can use an online 
gold loan calculator to understand the amount that 
he/she will bee eligible for. 

Rebound in tech shares pushes world 
markets higher, while oil prices fall

Rupee rises 31 paise to 
94.24 against US dollar in 
early trade

Malhotra said the RBI is keeping 
an eye on whether higher oil prices 
start affecting the prices of other 
goods and services across the 
economy. According to him, such 
broader inflationary pressure has 
not appeared so far.

PNG connections. Also, the National PNG connection. This order was announced in 
Drive 2.0 was extended till June 30, 2026 to March and the deadline to switch to PNG 
sustain momentum in PNG expansion. The completely was 90 days which ends in 
PNG drive initiative aims to accelerate June.
adoption of PNG for households, What has government said?
commercial and industrial users and CNG Union minister for petroleum and natural 
for mobility, reinforcing cleaner, safer and gas Hardeep Singh Puri said on an X post, 
more reliable energy access. PNG removes "Piped Natural Gas is the cleaner, safer and 
the need for cylinder refills whereas CNG greener option as a cooking fuel. Inspired 
allows cleaner mobility. by PM Sh @narendramodi Ji’s vision, a 
Consumers with PNG connections to whopping 1,00,000 families across the 
surrender LPG connections country have given up their LPG 

domestic LPG connection or take refills of Earlier, the government prohibited connections and have opted for PNG 
New Delhi.(Agency) domestic LPG cylinders. Such persons will households with PNG connections from connections! As more families will now be 

As the government is emphasizing be required to immediately surrender their keeping or acquiring subsidised domestic inspired to join this Jan Andolan, it will 
switching to PNG cooking gas, there is a domestic LPG connection.LPG connections. In a notification issued strengthen India’s energy sector."
possibility that the LPG cylinder facility Gas connections to be cut if someone has on March 14, the Ministry of Petroleum and In an update on June 18, the Oil Ministry 
might be suspended on June 30 for those PNG access but not switched The Natural Gas amended the Liquefied said, "CGD entities have been advised to 
who have not switched to PNG if such government has mandated that domestic Petroleum Gas (Regulation of Supply and prioritize PNG connections for commercial 
connectivity is available. In March 2026, LPG supply will be discontinued if Distribution) Order. Under the amended establishments such as hotels, restaurants 
the government announced a three-month consumers do not switch to piped natural provisions, LPG consumers who have PNG and canteens across all their GAs, to 
timeframe to consumers to switch to PNG gas if such connectivity is available. Hence, connections will have to apply for address concerns regarding the availability 
if such connectivity is available to them. if you have a PNG facility in your area then termination of the LPG connection within of commercial LPG." 
The government said that gas connections you are required to switch to piped gas 30 days of obtaining a PNG connection. Latest government data showed that since 
would be cut if someone has PNG access instead of gas cylinders. The government The government also earlier issued an order March 2026, about 10.02 lakh PNG 
but has not switched.The Petroleum and will stop after three months the supply of according to which no person having both a connections have been gasified and about 
Natural Gas Regulatory Board had directed cylinders to households that have access to PNG connection and a domestic LPG 9.94 lakh customers registered for new 
city gas distribution entities to expedite D- piped natural gas but have not taken a connection will be allowed to retain a connections.

Stock markets rally in early 
trade tracking drop in oil 
prices, positive trends in 
Asian equities

Copper prices have risen sharply this year due to supply disruptions at key global mines and strong demand from sectors such as electrification, renewable energy and artificial intelligence-led infrastructure.

Gold loan: Factors to 
remember before applying 
for one

MUMBAI.(Agency) 
Market benchmark indices Sensex and Nifty rallied in 
early trade on Thursday, tracking a decline in crude oil 
prices and a positive trend in Asian equities.
The 30-share BSE Sensex climbed 440.23 points to 
77,435.76 in early deals. The 50-share NSE Nifty went 
up by 137.80 points to 24,147.60.
From the 30-Sensex firms, InterGlobe Aviation, 
Maruti, Mahindra & Mahindra, UltraTech Cement, 
State Bank of India and Hindustan Unilever were 
among the major winners.Power Grid, Titan, Infosys 
and Bharat Electronics were among the laggards.
Brent crude, the global oil benchmark, traded 1.70 per 
cent lower at USD 72.49 per barrel.
"The biggest positive for India is Brent crude falling to 
below USD 73 level," VK Vijayakumar, Chief 
Investment Strategist, Geojit Investments Limited, 
said.In Asian markets, South Korea's Kospi jumped 
over 5 per cent, Japan's Nikkei 225 index traded nearly 
4 per cent higher and Shanghai's SSE Composite index 
quoted marginally in the green. Hong Kong's Hang 
Seng index quoted lower.
US markets ended on a subdued note in the previous 
trade."Crude oil prices have extended their recent 
decline. Oil has now erased most of the gains recorded 
during the recent Middle East conflict as concerns over 
supply disruptions have eased, geopolitical risk 
premiums have unwound and global supply conditions 
have continued to improve," Ponmudi R, CEO of 
Enrich Money, an online trading and wealth-tech firm, 
said.

According to Jassy, the company aims to 
support 3.8 million jobs in India by 
2030 and help generate $80 billion in 
cumulative e-commerce exports.

New Delhi.(Agency)

of Amazon's long-term plans for India in a infrastructure. SMALL BUSINESSES
post on X. He said the company remains Amazon Web Services (AWS) plans to Amazon has also outlined ambitious goals 
committed to supporting customers, increase data centre capacity in Mumbai for the coming years. According to Jassy, 
sellers, developers, start-ups and and Hyderabad. The expansion is expected the company aims to support 3.8 million 
enterprises across the country.Jassy jobs in India by 2030 and help 
said that Amazon has been generate $80 billion in cumulative 
operating in India for more than a e-commerce exports.
decade and believes there is still The company also plans to bring AI-
significant room for growth. He powered tools and services to 15 
said the company plans to invest a million small businesses across the India continues to attract some of the 
total of $48 billion in India over the country. In addition, Amazon world's biggest technology investments. In 
next five years. intends to provide AI education and a major boost for the country's digital and 
ADDITIONAL $13 BILLION learning opportunities to around 4 artificial intelligence ambitions, Amazon 
F O R  A I  A N D  C L O U D  mil l ion  government  school  CEO Andy Jassy has announced an 
INFRASTRUCTURE students.additional investment of $13 billion to 
The latest announcement builds on INDIA REMAINS A KEY expand AI and cloud infrastructure in India 
Amazon's earlier commitment MARKET FOR AMAZONby 2030.The announcement came after 
made in 2025, when it pledged to During his meeting with Prime Jassy met Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
invest $35 billion across its Minister Modi, Jassy highlighted in New Delhi on June 25, where the two to provide businesses, start-ups and businesses in India.With the additional $13 India's growing importance in Amazon's discussed Amazon's future plans and government organisations with greater billion investment, Amazon's planned global business strategy. The company growing presence in the country. access to advanced cloud services, AI tools, spending will rise to $48 billion. The currently operates across several sectors in AMAZON DEEPENS ITS INDIA custom AI chips and secure digital company said a significant part of the India, including e-commerce, cloud COMMITMENT infrastructure.investment will go towards expanding computing, artificial intelligence and Following the meeting, Jassy shared details FOCUS ON JOBS, EXPORTS AND ar t i f ic ia l  in te l l igence and cloud entertainment.
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Tutoring can relieve 
math anxiety in kids

A one-on-one math tutoring programme can relieve 
anxiety about doing math problems in your kids, says a 

study by Indian-origin researchers.

"The most exciting aspect of our findings is 
that cognitive tutoring not only improves 
performance, but is also anxiety-reducing," 
said the study's senior author Vinod Menon 
professor of psychiatry and behavioural 
sciences at Stanford University School of 
Medicine in California, US.
"It was surprising that we could, in fact, get 
remediation of math anxiety," Menon 
noted.
Even if they are good at math, many 
children feel anxious about doing math 
problems.
For some, the anxiety persists throughout 
life, discouraging them from pursuing 
advanced math and science classes as well 
as careers that rely on mathematical 

expertise.
The study included 46 
children in third grade. 
Before receiving tutoring, 
each child took a test that 
assessed his or her level of 
math anxiety.
The brain scans of the 
children with high levels 
of math anxiety showed 
activation in the brain's 
fear circuits and so-called 
"fear centre", or amygdala, 
before tutoring.
Children then participated 
in an intensive, eight-week 
tu to r ing  p rog ramme  
consisting of 22 lessons 
involving addition and 
subtraction problems.
Tutors gave the lessons to 
each child individually.
Al l  of  the  ch i ldren  
performed bet ter  on 
addition and subtraction 
problems after tutoring.
The children who started 

the study with high levels of math anxiety 
had reduced anxiety after tutoring, while 
those in the low-math-anxiety group had 
no change in their anxiety levels.
After tutoring, the fear circuits and 
amygdala were no longer activated in 
children who had begun the study with 
high math anxiety, confirming that 
tutoring ameliorated the anxiety itself, 
rather than providing the kids with a 
coping mechanism that relies on other 
brain circuits.
"It is reassuring that we could actually help 
these children reduce anxiety by mere 
exposure to problems," the study's lead 
author Kaustubh Supekar from Stanford 
University noted.

7 Relationship 

As parents, advising 

kids on important 

matters of  life is 

integral. While most 

parents have plenty of  

career advice for kids, 

not many sit them 

down for a sensible 

chat on relationships. 

Parents in our country still find it difficult 
to discuss love with their children. If you 
are one of them, help is at hand.
Here are seven basic relationship tips that 
every parent should give their children... 

Learn to initiate
Gone are the days when you would 
endlessly wait for the other person to 
understand your feelings and take the first 
step in the relationship. Times have 
changed and how! We all live in such a 
fast-paced world that feelings change 
every now and then. So tell your kids to 
not wait for the other person to make the 
first move. If they like someone, it's 
completely fine to walk up to them and 
express their emotions.

Give your best 
Always tell your children to never stop 
trying — be it their career or relationships, 
everything deserves their best efforts. No 
matter how the partner behaves, make 
sure your son/daughter gives his/her best 
to the relationship. This will either make 

the relationship work, if not, it will save 
them the regret of not having worked hard 
towards it.

Trust your intuition 
As parents, you know that your intuition 
can never go wrong. Similarly, tell your 
kids to believe in their gut instincts. It 
will help them take the right 
decisions. Also, it's your duty to set 
aside crucial 'reflection time' when 
your child is getting into a 
relationship. Obviously, you don't 
want to use the 'I told you so' line on 
them!

Never lose your 
individuality

 Be it among friends, family or their 
partner, ensure your son/daughter 
n e v e r  g i v e s  u p  o n  h i s / h e r  
individuality. Teach them to respect 
themselves, only then will other people 
do the same. Respecting their desires and 
needs when it comes to relationships will 
only help them become better.

Life is never the same after a 
baby. Sleepless nights, bouts 
of crying, colic and dirty 
nappies are just some of the 
things that new parents go 
through. While most parents 
use cloth nappies in the first 
few weeks of their baby's life, 
the real trick starts when they 
start using diapers. 

The most common mistake made (by both 
moms and dads!) while changing a diaper 
is putting it on backwards or off centre. 
But worry not. Once you know the 
technique, you'll be able to change diapers 
within seconds.

- The first thing to do is to get yourself 
o r g a n i s e d .  K e e p  a l l  y o u r  
paraphernalia together — baby 
powder, wet wipes, tissues, napkin, 
diaper rash cream and, of course, the 
diapers — in a small bag. This way, 
when the need arises, you won't go 
scrambling all over the house 
looking for things.

- Always keep plenty of stock 
handy — you'll be amazed (and 

Child
Break-ups are not fatal

 Tell them that break-ups are not the end of 
the world and they will survive this, too. It 
might seem unbearable in the beginning, 
but talk to your child of ways to get over 
his/her ex. Everyone is allowed to make a 
few mistakes while on their way to find 
their perfect match. Remind them that the 
best is yet to come.

Compromise should always 
be a two-sided affair

 No one is inferior than 

their partner in a relationship — make 
them unders tand th is  mantra .  
Compromises, adjustments and 
responsibilities should be shared, and 
this way, they will know that the other 
person is always there for them in need.

Never settle for mediocrity
 Teach them to be in a relationship not 
because it's the only option available, 
but because it's wonderful. Settling for 
mediocre relationships will only make 
them look down upon pure love and 
happiness. As parents, show them how 
you and your husband have retained the 
passion and spark in yours!

Are you diapering 

appalled) at how quickly you'll exhaust 
y o u r  d i a p e r  
suppl ies .  Also ,  
check if a specific 
brand suits your 
baby 's  de l ica te  
skin. At times, 
certain materials 
used in diapers may 
cause a rash or 
s i m p l y  n o t  b e  
c o m f o r t a b l e  
enough for your 
baby. Try out a few 
brands before you 
settle down with a 
particular brand.

- Don't let your 
baby's incessant crying get to you. Be 
calm while changing the diaper because 
the more your fumble, the more your baby 
will get aggravated. It's okay to be slow 
and steady — your baby will stop crying 
the moment it is clean and dry.

- Allow your baby to go diaperless for a 
few hours daily. This is because skin 
needs to breathe and constantly putting on 
a diaper will cause your baby's bottom to 
turn red and cause a rash.

- It is also important to ensure that the 
diaper fits snugly. Too tight and your baby 
will wail due to discomfort and too loose 
and you will have a poop disaster on your 
hands. Use your fingers to check the 
snugness around your baby's waist.

Child

7 Relationship 
tips you can give your 

your baby correctly?
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