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The Sikh Times
NEW DELHI, 11th June: Punjab Chief

Minister Bhagwant Singh Mann on Thursday
strongly raised Punjab’s long-pending con-
cerns before the NITI (National Institution
for Transforming India) Aayog Governing
Council, seeking a special package for the
revitalisation of border areas and demanding
that Punjab be accorded Special Category
Status (SCS) with 90:10 funding under all
Centrally Sponsored Schemes on the lines of
hill states, North Eastern states and Jammu
& Kashmir. Addressing the meeting, CM
Bhagwant Singh Mann highlighted the
extraordinary security, economic and social
challenges faced by Punjab as a frontline bor-
der state and asserted that the state’s aspira-
tions are fully aligned with the national goal
of Viksit Bharat 2047. Speaking on the
unique challenges confronting Punjab, CM
Bhagwant Singh Mann said, “Punjab is a
frontline state sharing a 553-kilometre bor-
der with Pakistan. The state faces a deep and
multidimensional crisis that includes persist-
ent cross-border terrorism, drone-based

smuggling of heroin and weapons. This has
resulted in a drug addiction epidemic among
youth, organised crime and
daily hardship for farmers
cultivating land between the
security fence and the inter-
national border under BSF
escort.” Highlighting the
impact of natural disasters
and security-related disrup-
tions, the Chief Minister
said, “Punjab also suffered
the devastating impact of nat-
ural disasters such as the
2025 floods, which damaged
more than 2,300 villages and
caused losses estimated at
?12,905 crore. The onslaught
that residents of Punjab had
to face in the aftermath of
Operation Sindoor was visible for the entire
country to see.” CM Bhagwant Singh Mann
said that densely populated villages and
towns located close to the international bor-
der have been deprived of the economic

growth witnessed by other parts of the coun-
try. He noted that decades of uncertainty and

risk have resulted in negligible investment in
border districts and, in many cases, led to a
flight of capital and the closure or relocation
of industries. “Although Punjab acts as a
buffer for the country against repeated hos-

tilities from our neighbour, support from the
Government of India has been grossly inade-

quate for the state and its border areas,” he
said. Pointing to the disparity in develop-
ment initiatives, the Chief Minister said,
“Only 107 villages have been covered
under the recently launched Vibrant
Village-II Programme, whereas more than
2,000 villages and towns are located in very
close proximity to the border.” CM
Bhagwant Singh Mann said that Punjab
has repeatedly urged the Union
Government to take urgent measures to
strengthen the international border and
address the multiple challenges con-
fronting the state. “To secure our interna-
tional border with Pakistan, make it future-
ready and address the multifaceted crisis
facing Punjab, we have placed a series of
urgent demands before the Central

Government on multiple occasions.
However, there has been little and unenthusi-
astic response from the Centre, which is
unfortunate and undesirable,” he said. The
Chief Minister reiterated that the demands

raised during the 10th meeting of the
Governing Council in May 2025, as well as
those presented during the current meeting,
deserve serious consideration. “The genuine
demands of the people of Punjab, raised by
me during the 10th meeting of the Governing
Council and reiterated today, may kindly be
accepted,” he said. Urging the Prime
Minister to extend greater support to Punjab,
CM Bhagwant Singh Mann said, “Punjab and
its people stand resolute in their commitment
to protect the country and its borders from a
hostile neighbour even at the cost of their
own disadvantage.” Expressing hope that
Punjab’s concerns would receive a positive
response, he added, “I hope that the genuine
and legitimate demands of the state are
favourably considered and Punjab is given its
due recognition and share in the economic
development of the country.” CM Bhagwant
Singh Mann assured the Prime Minister that
Punjab would continue to work shoulder-to-
shoulder with the Union Government to
achieve the vision of Viksit Bharat 2047. 
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Ghaziabad.(Agency)
A 21-year-old woman was allegedly 
assaulted by a Delhi Police constable, who 
entered a residential society in Sector 56 in 
an intoxicated state, threatened to kill her 
family members and issued a rape threat to 
her younger sister. The incident took place 
between 5am and 6.30am on May 31. The 
accused was arrested on Saturday.The 
woman, a graduation student studying in 
Dehradun, alleged she received a distress 
call from her mother while returning home 
from a function. On reaching the society 
premises, she was intercepted by the 
accused, who abused her, threatened her 
with dire consequences and physically 
assaulted her. According to the complaint, 
the assault was sosevere that she feared for 
her life.She said that only the intervention 
of friends present at the spot prevented the 
situation from escalating further. The 
woman said she suffered physical injuries 
as well as severe mental trauma due to the 
incident.A local court dismissed the bail 
application of the accused on Wednesday. 

“He brutally assaulted the victim,” 
advocate Mohit Verma, counsel for the 
woman, told TOI. Police sources said the 
woman and the accused were previously in 
a relationship, which ended some time ago. 
They both came into contact through social 
media. The complainant alleged that 
despite the breakup, the accused continued 
to stalk and harass her.Initially, the case was 
registered under sections 115 (voluntarily 
causing hurt), 126 (wrongful restraint), 333 
(house trespass), 351(2) (criminal 
intimidation) and 79 (any word, gesture, 
act, or intrusion meant to insult a woman’s 
modesty or privacy) of BNS at Sector 56 
police station on the same day. 
Now police have added Section 11 (sexual 
harassment of a child) of the POCSO Act 
against the accused. “Police have added the 
POCSO section after we contended that a 
15-year-old girl was harassed by the 
accused. Police informed the court about 
the same too on Wednesday,” advocate 
Verma told TOI.According to the woman’s 
complaint, the accused repeatedly rang the 

doorbell of her apartment after entering the 
society. When the woman’s mother opened 
the door, the accused tried to force his way 
inside the house. After being prevented 
from entering, he abused her and threatened 
to kill her. 
The complainant alleged that when her 15-
year-old younger sister came to the door, 
the accused hurled obscene abuses at her 
and threatened to rape and kill her.Police 
were alerted through the 112 emergency 
helpline, following which the woman 
underwent a medical examination. 
Investigators are also examining CCTV 
footage from the society, which is said to 
have captured the accused entering the 
residential complex and moving towards 
the complainant’s residence. The accused 
reached the society in his black Mahindra 
Thar bearing registration number 
UP14GR2028.She also claimed that he 
threatened her on earlier occasions. In her 
complaint, the woman referred to an FIR 
registered against the accused at Sector 56 
police station on Sept 29, 2025. 

Slum clusters cleared from Jail Chowk

Delhi Police constable enters Gurgaon 
housing society, assaults woman

NGT asks UP to probe illegal groundwater 
extraction by Noida realty firms

Ghaziabad.(Agency)
A Sohna-based doctor driving with her 
husband was allegedly molested, abused 
and threatened by two men who also 
smashed her car’s windscreen after she 
tried to overtake their vehicle in South 
City 2 on Tuesday.The incident, which 
took place around 4pm, is the second in 
under a week in which women have 
been sexually harassed in road rage 
incidents in the city. One accused has 
been arrested.The couple was visiting 
South City 2 for some work when the 
two accused — travelling in a Delhi-
registered vehicle — blocked their car 
near Shishpal Vihar. Police were yet to 
identify the makes of the vehicles 
involved. As soon as the doctor stopped, 
they began molesting her. When she 
threatened to call the police, the accused 
turned more aggressive, abusing her and 
preventing her from driving away. They 
then attacked her vehicle before fleeing 
as bystanders gathered, hurling threats 
of further violence as they left.The 
woman filed a complaint at Sadar police 
station. An FIR was registered under 
sections 324(4) (mischief causing 
d a m a g e ) ,  3 5 1 ( 2 )  ( c r i m i n a l  
intimidation), 74 (assault or criminal 
force against a woman with intent to 
outrage her modesty), 75(2) (sexual 
harassment), 79 (words or acts intending 
to insult the modesty of a woman) and 
3(5) (common intention) of Bharatiya 
Nyaya Sanhita.The arrested man was 
identified as Paras Thakaran, a resident 
of Malibu Town in Sector 47, police 
spokesperson Sandeep Turan said.In the 
earlier incident on Saturday, five 
intoxicated men sexually harassed and 
intimidated a woman following a multi-
vehicle collision on the Rajiv Chowk 
flyover. The men surrounded the 
survivor, hurled abuses and made 
obscene gestures while filming her and 
falsely accusing her of causing the 
accident. They threatened to upload the 
footage on social media. In that case too, 
a similar FIR was registered at Sadar 
police station.The incident happened 
when an autorickshaw braked abruptly, 
triggering the pileup. Before the woman 
could assess the impact of the damage to 
her Skoda car, five men in an MG Hector 
blocked her vehicle and began the saga 
of abuse.

DEHLI/NCR

Roads under water; trees & poles 
uprooted: Cities on knees again

Noida/Ghaziabad. The showers that started Friday 
and continued on Sunday has led to heavy 
waterlogging in Noida and Ghaziabad.

A park for children in Noida Sector 51 has turned into 
a shallow pool, while parks and green belts in 
sectors 119, 12, 30, 120, etc., also remained out of 
bounds due to flooding.Low-lying areas, like 
Botanical Garden Metro station in Noida and Jagat 
Farm Market in Greater Noida, are under at least 
two feet of water. Meanwhile, residents reported 
flooded roads and basements in Noida sectors 22, 
30, 36, 51, 62, 71, 104, 105, 72, 117, 122, 99, 
etc.The picture is similar in Ghaziabad, with Abhay 
Khand, Loni, and Muradnagar facing waterlogging.

Late on Sunday, following reports of 12 people stuck 
in Tronica City due to heavy waterlogging, a team 
of Ghaziabad NDRF carried out a rescue operation. 
Considering a warning of heavy rain ahead, NDRF 
teams are on high alert for emergency response in 
Noida and Ghaziabad.Residents blamed the 
authorities for not taking adequate measures to 
check flooding.“The Noida Authority failed to 
prepare for the monsoon in advance. All its claims 
have fallen flat. In Sector 51, people are wading 
through one-and-a-half feet to two feet of water. 
The Sunday showers also left houses and basements 
flooded.

News box

Gurgaon.(Agency)
A joint anti-encroachment drive by 
GMDA, HSVP and police on Wednesday 
cleared illegally developed slum clusters 
from government land around Jail 
Chowk following repeated complaints 
from residents and market associations 
over public nuisance, safety concerns 
and traffic disruptions.The operation 
reclaimed encroached HSVP land and 
removed illegal occupations from the 
GMDA road network in the area. 
During the drive, authorities also found 
that rain baseras (night shelters) 
developed by the MCG had been 
encroached upon and were being used 
to shelter cattle.Officials said the 
encroachments within the shelters were 
removed and MCG has been asked to 
relocate the facilities to a more suitable 
location so that they can serve their 
intended purpose of public welfare.
The clearance is expected to improve traffic 

movement along Old Railway Road and 
Jail Road, officials said.The action 
followed sustained complaints from 
residents, who had raised concerns through 

representations and social media about the 
prolonged presence of the encroachments 
and the problems associated with 
them.According to officials, residents 

alleged that the area had become a hub of 
nuisance activities, including the open 
consumption of alcohol and other 
intoxicants. Some complainants also 

claimed that children from the 
settlement approached motorists 
seeking money on the pretext of 
minor accidents or injuries. 
Allegations of theft and robbery 
in the vicinity had further 
heightened concerns over safety 
and security, officials said.“The 
action undertaken was in 
response to persistent complaints 
received from citizens regarding 
the encroachments and the 
associated nuisance in the area. 
The illegal occupation of govt 
land had become a matter of 
serious concern for residents,” 

said RS Batth, nodal officer for 
encroachments and district town planner, 
GMDA.

Noida.(Agency)
National Green Tribunal has directed the 
state groundwater department to 
investigate complaints of illegal 
groundwater extraction by real estate 
companies in Noida and Greater Noida, 
and take remedial and punitive action 
where violations are found. The order 
came on a petition by activist Vikrant 
Tongad, who alleged widespread 
dewatering by builders seeking deeper 
excavation for high-rise construction.The 
department has been directed to complete 
the exercise within three months. The 
order was passed on May 27 while 
disposing of the original application filed 
by Tongad earlier this year. The 
application raised concerns regarding the 
alleged unauthorised extraction of 
groundwater at various locations, 
including projects associated with 
Microsoft (Sector 145), ACE 153 (Sector 
153), Migsun Builder (Techzone-II, 

Greater Noida) and construction sites in 
sectors 94, 150, and parts of the YEIDA 
region.The issue has already been taken up 
by the department, which on May 11 
directed GB Nagar district 
magistrate to take immediate 
action in the matter of illegal 
groundwater extraction and its 
wastage by Migsun Builders in 
the Greater Noida area and report 
within 10 days.The action was 
taken in response to the 
complaint of Tongad as director 
of the department wrote a letter to 
the DM informing him that 
Migsun Builders is continuously 
c a r r y i n g  o u t  d e w a t e r i n g  
operations in the Tech Zone area 
o f  G r e a t e r  N o i d a .  “ T h e  
groundwater extracted by the concerned 
person is directly discharged into the sewer 
system, which is a violation of the rules. As 
a result of the illegal extraction of 

groundwater in large quantities, the 
groundwater level of the entire area is 
falling,” the letter reads, directing that 
under the provisions contained in the Uttar 

Pradesh Groundwater (Management and 
Regulation) Act, 2019, further action on 
the matter should be taken.The bench 
comprising chairperson Justice Prakash 
Shrivastava and expert member A. Senthil 

Vel noted that while the state groundwater 
department was made a party as 
respondent in the original application, 
none of the builders or industries found 

violating the norms were made 
parties.
The tribunal has directed the 
department to examine the complaint, 
conduct ground verification and, if 
any tube well or bore well is found to 
be operating illegally, take action in 
accordance with law, including 
remedial and punitive measures.
Tongad told TOI that groundwater 
levels in Noida and Greater Noida 
have been under stress due to rapid 
urbanisa t ion  and  la rge-sca le  
construction activities. “We will wait 

for three months for the groundwater 
department to take action. If they fail to file 
a report, a fresh complaint would be filed 
impleading the builders and industries that 
have been violating the norms,” he said.

Doctor molested, 
abused by two men 
in South City 2 road 

rage case

Man sent flying as bike hits unmarked 
speed breaker in Ghaziabad, dies

Woman dies as washroom 
built on balcony caves in

Gurgaon.(Agency)
 A 12-year-old boy sustained a serious head injury after 
being hit by an SUV near Sector 14.
Prayansh Narang was returning home after playing at a 
tennis academy when the accident occurred around 7pm 
on Monday. According to the complaint filed by his 
maternal uncle, Deepak Chawala, the boy was struck by a 
Grand Vitara SUV. He alleged that the vehicle was being 
driven negligently.A woman present at the spot stopped 
the vehicle and took the boy to Kalyani Hospital in Sector 
14 in the same car that had struck him. She then informed 
the child’s family.Police said they received information 
about the accident through an emergency response vehicle 
(ERV) and brought the driver, Gopal, to the police station. 
They conducted a medical examination and an alcohol 
consumption test on him. As no complaint was received at 
that time, he was released.On Tuesday, an officer, HC 
Mainpal, visited Kalyani Hospital and collected the 
child’s medico-legal case report. The child was later 
referred to Fortis Hospital, where he was admitted to the 
emergency ward.An FIR was registered under Sections 
125(A) (rash or negligent acts that endanger human life or 
personal safety) and 281 (rash driving) of the BNS at 
Sector 14 police station. Further investigation is 
underway and the driver will be arrested soon.

Cracker sparks burn down 3 shops, 6 bikes

Noida.(Agency)
 Days after several people died from water 

contamination in Indore, Noida and 
Greater Noida authorities have ordered 
technical audits of their drinking water 
systems — covering pipelines, 
reservoirs and water ATMs — and asked 
officials to collect samples across 
sectors to rule out any risk of 
contamination.In Noida, the decision 
was taken at a high-level meeting 
chaired on Friday by Authority CEO 
Lokesh M, who reviewed public health 
issues, civic infrastructure, water supply 
and sanitation, and issued strict 
directions to officials.A committee of 

senior water department officials was 
formed to carry out the audit."We have 
ordered a thorough technical audit of the 
water supply system, including 
pipelines, reservoirs and water ATMs, to 
ensure that residents receive safe and 
clean drinking water," Lokesh M said. 
He added that water samples would be 
collected from different sectors and a 
detailed report submitted "at the 
earliest" to ensure there is no 
contamination threat in the city.The 
CEO also reviewed the status of the 80-
cusec Ganga water project and asked 
officials to complete all pending work 
by this month.

Ghaziabad:(Agency)
A 34-year-old man on his way to buy ice 
cream for his children died after losing 
balance on a newly constructed speed 
breaker about 5 km from his Gagan Vihar 
home on June 6 night, falling from his bike 
and sustaining fatal injuries. His family 
alleged that the speed breaker, which had 
no warning signs or speed-reduction 
markers, was removed within hours of 
Kumar’s death.The victim, Rahul Kumar, 
was near RM Block in Rajendra Nagar’s 
Sector 2 when his motorcycle hit the speed 
breaker. The impact threw him into the air 
and then dragged him nearly 50 feet. 
Bystanders alerted the police, who rushed 
him to GTB Hospital in Delhi, where he 
succumbed to his injuries.Kumar’s wife 
Meenakshi said he returned home around 7 
pm and went to pick up ice cream after 
dinner. “Kumar promised to be back in 15 
minutes. But when he did not return by 
11.30 pm, I asked our son to look for him in 
the lanes around Gagan Vihar,” she said. 
He came back empty-handed.Around 
midnight, I received a call from an 
unknown number. “A stranger asked me 
who I was, then told me that my husband 
had a fatal accident. Almost in a state of 
shock, I called my brother. We reached 
GTB Hospital, but it was all over by then. 
They said he was bleeding profusely and 
was gone,” she said.Kumar’s brother-in-
law Sumit Bandhu, who accompanied the 
family to GTB Hospital that night, said 

Kumar did not see the speed breaker in the 
dark. “His motorcycle hit it first, and then 
he lost his balance,” Bandhu said. The 
family, he said, submitted a written 
complaint with GMC on Wednesday, 
alleging that the speed breaker was 
illegally constructed and removed to 
destroy evidence.
According to the civic corporation, the 
speed breaker was constructed by GMC on 
June 6 itself, the same day as the accident. 
It had no zebra markings, no reflectors and 
no signage.  GMC commissioner  
Vikramaditya Singh Malik told TOI the 
speed breaker was built at the request of 

residents and that an inquiry committee 
had been set up. “Whoever is responsible 
for negligence, action will be taken,” he 
said, while also conceding there were no 
warning signs or reflectors at the 
site.President of the RM Block RWA 
Vinod Sisodiya, where the accident took 
place, said the society wrote to GMC on 
March 17 last year, seeking a zebra 
crossing after repeated accidents outside 
the colony. GMC forwarded the request to 
the traffic police, whose investigation 
recommended a speed breaker instead. 
“The breaker was completed on June 6 and 
needed a few days to cure before it could be 

painted. That is why it was not marked. The 
man riding at night could not have seen it,” 
Sisodiya said, adding that GMC broke and 
removed the structure immediately after 
the accident.

Ghaziabad.(Agency)
Gurugram University has begun the online admission 
process for postgraduate programmes for the 2026-27 
academic session, offering 1,054 seats across 45 courses. 
Applications can be submitted through the university 
website till July 8.Vice-Chancellor Prof Sanjay Kaushik 
said the university is offering a wide range of programmes 
aligned with evolving academic and industry 
requirements. Admissions are open for courses including 
MPharma, MPT, Master of Public Health, MCA, MTech 
(Computer Science and Engineering), MBA (Business 
Analytics and Executive), MCom, MSc programmes, MA 
Clinical Psychology, MSW, MA Education, MA 
Journalism and Mass Communication, LLM and LLB, 
among others.Meanwhile, undergraduate admissions 
have witnessed strong demand, with 3,545 applications 
received so far against 647 available seats. The 
registration process for UG courses remains open till June 
15.According to university data, BCom (Global) has 
emerged as the most sought-after programme, attracting 
670 applications. It is followed by the integrated BBA 
LLB course with 565 applications and Bachelor of 
Physiotherapy with 398 applications. The integrated 
MBA programme has received 305 applications, while 
BSc (Mathematics with Data Science) has attracted 287 
applicants.Other courses witnessing significant interest 
include BA (Yoga), Bachelor of Management Studies 
(Industry Integrated–Travel and Tourism), BSc in 
Animation and Multimedia, MCA (Integrated), MCom 
(Integrated) and BSc (Hons) Clinical Psychology.
University officials have advised prospective candidates 
to complete their registrations well before the deadline 
and carefully review the eligibility criteria and admission 
guidelines available on the university website.

12-year-old boy injured after 
being hit by SUV in Gurgaon 
Sector 14

Ghaziabad.(Agency)
A 55-year-old woman died in Ballabhgarh on Wednesday 
morning after her washroom, built on a portion of her 
balcony, collapsed, burying her under debris.
Police are looking into the condition of the one-storey 
house in Subhash Colony and other factors that may have 
contributed to the accident.According to family members 
and neighbours, the structure collapsed around 6am 
when Jayvati had just entered the washroom. Hearing the 
crash, people rushed out of their homes and began 
clearing the rubble to rescue her. Hearing the crash, 
people stepped out of their homes and began removing 
the rubble. By the time she was pulled out, she had 
already died. Jayvati worked as a daily wager and was 
well known in the locality. Adarsh Nagar station house 
officer Manoj Kumar said further proceedings were 
underway.In another incident, a 12-year-old boy fell into 
a canal near the Sector 17 bypass in Faridabad on 
Wednesday afternoon while chasing a kite, resulting in a 
massive search operation by police, SDRF personnel and 
locals. Farhan, a Class VII student and resident of Prem 
Nagar, was still missing when this report was filed.

Gurugram University opens 
PG admissions; UG 
applications cross 3,500

Noida.(Agency)
Cops busted a gang of burglars and arrested three people, 
including the leader, on Wednesday. The gang allegedly 
targeted locked houses and broke in during the day when 
most residents would be at work. Stolen cash, gold and 
silver jewellery, burglary tools and a car, among other 
items, were seized from their possession.
Additional DCP Manisha Singh said a Bakhtawarpur 
resident lodged a complaint on Tuesday alleging that 
someone had broken into her house and stolen gold and 
silver ornaments, Rs 3 lakh in cash, two mobile phones 
and a laptop. On May 8, another resident of the Sector 127 
village had reported that two laptops and other valuables 
were stolen from his house in the same manner.A special 
team was formed to investigate, and cops scanned footage 
from 50-60 CCTV cameras in and around the area to trace 
the accused. Technical surveillance and manual 
verification helped investigators identify the suspects. 
Acting on a tip-off, police intercepted and arrested the trio 
from the embankment road near Garhi Shahdara village in 
Sector 131.The accused are Shubham alias Kaku, a 
resident of TP Nagar in Meerut, Rahul Sharma of Kasna 
and Sachin Verma of Dankaur. Cops seized around Rs 3 
lakh in cash, gold and silver jewellery, four mobile 
phones, four laptops, a car used in the thefts, lock-
breaking tools and an illegal knife from their possession.

Three of  gang that targeted 
locked houses held
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“Punjab and its people

will collaboratively work
with the Government of
India towards making India
Viksit Bharat @ 2047. Only
a secure, safe and thriving
Punjab can guarantee a
Viksit Bharat @ 2047,” he
said. Presenting Punjab’s
development roadmap,
CM Bhagwant Singh Mann
said, “As the Chief
Minister of Punjab, a land
of resilience, promise and
potential, I am proud to
present our collective
vision for a Rangla Punjab
that is determined to play a
pivotal role in shaping a
Viksit Bharat by 2047.” He
said that as Punjab’s aspira-
tions align with national
priorities, discussions cen-
tred on human capital
development are both
timely and crucial. The
Chief Minister envisioned
a family-centric develop-
ment model focused on
ensuring the well-being of
every child, empowering
the working-age population
to become productive and
innovative, and providing
dignity and care to the eld-
erly. “This requires us to
harness our inherent
strengths, confront chal-
lenges head-on with inno-
vative solutions, empower
people with cutting-edge
skills and create an
enabling environment that
allows them to become
active contributors and
beneficiaries of Punjab’s
and India’s growth story,”
he said. Emphasising the
importance of health and
nutrition in human capital
development, CM
Bhagwant Singh Mann
said Punjab has adopted a
c o n t i n u u m - o f - c a r e
approach that integrates
preventive and curative
healthcare services. The
Chief Minister said that the
Punjab Government has
taken a historic step
towards Universal Health
Coverage through the
Mukh Mantri Sehat Yojna.
“Under this transformative
initiative, every family in
Punjab is entitled to cash-
less health cover of up to
?10 lakh per family per year
for a comprehensive range
of 2,356 medical and surgi-
cal procedures,” he said.

CM Bhagwant Singh Mann
further stated that the
scheme is being imple-
mented through an exten-
sive network of nearly 900
government and empan-
elled private hospitals
across Punjab and
Chandigarh, ensuring
seamless access to quality
healthcare services.
Highlighting Punjab’s pri-
mary healthcare transfor-
mation, CM Bhagwant
Singh Mann said that the
state has established 990
Aam Aadmi Clinics, includ-
ing 414 in urban areas and
576 in rural areas. “These
clinics are built on the pil-
lars of standardisation and
provide 107 essential medi-
cines and 47 diagnostic
tests completely free of
cost. They are supported
by IT-enabled real-time
reporting systems,” he
said. The Chief Minister
said that the response from
citizens has been unprece-
dented. “More than 5.54
crore OPD visits have been
recorded till date. Around
84,000 patients are served
every single day and more
than 90% of patients receive
all prescribed medicines
free of cost at the clinic
itself,” he said. CM
Bhagwant Singh Mann
said that the impact of the
initiative is reflected in pub-
lic satisfaction levels. “With
97% of patients expressing
satisfaction with the servic-
es received, the trust peo-
ple have reposed in this ini-
tiative is clearly visible,” he
said. He further
announced that 400 addi-
tional Aam Aadmi Clinics

are in the pipeline, reaf-
firming the Punjab
Government’s commit-
ment to ensuring accessi-
ble, dignified and quality
healthcare for every citi-
zen. Highlighting Punjab’s
anti-drug campaign, CM
Bhagwant Singh Mann
said that the Punjab
Government has launched
Yudh Nashean Virudh as a
comprehensive and deter-
mined effort to combat
drug abuse and trafficking
across the state. Under the
campaign, he said, 547 Out-
Patient Opioid Assisted
Treatment (OOAT)
Clinics, 183 de-addiction
centres and 90 rehabilita-
tion centres are function-
ing across Punjab to sup-
port treatment and long-
term recovery. The Chief
Minister said that de-addic-
tion services have also
been extended to 19 jails to
ensure continuity of care
for incarcerated individu-
als. Complementing these
efforts, CM Bhagwant
Singh Mann said Punjab
has launched ‘School
Nashean Virudh’, a first-of-
its-kind preventive educa-
tion initiative. “The pro-
gramme is reaching nearly
eight lakh students across
3,658 government schools.
Students are being
equipped with the knowl-
edge, critical thinking
skills and values needed to
resist substance abuse and
make informed life choic-
es,” he said. CM Bhagwant
Singh Mann said that
recognising the critical pre-
ventive role of sports in
human well-being, the

Punjab Government has
adopted a holistic approach
through the historic initia-
tive ‘Khed-da Punjab,
Badalda Punjab’. “The bat-
tle against drugs will be
fought not only through
enforcement but also by
engaging our youth in con-
structive, disciplined and
competitive pursuits,” he
said. The Chief Minister
said that to strengthen
grassroots sports infra-
structure, promote fitness
and nurture talent, the
Punjab Government has
made a historic allocation
of ?1,763 crore for the
sports sector in 2026-27.
He added that more than
3,150 village-level play-
grounds and 5,000 rural
gyms are being developed
across Punjab to encour-
age healthy lifestyles and
channel the energy of
youth towards constructive
n a t i o n - b u i l d i n g .
Highlighting the success of
CM Di Yogshala, CM
Bhagwant Singh Mann
said the initiative is pro-
moting preventive health-
care and holistic well-being

across the state. “It is a
matter of immense pride
and satisfaction that
around three lakh people
practise yoga daily under
this initiative,” he said.
Underscoring the impor-
tance of education in
human capital develop-
ment, CM Bhagwant Singh
Mann said Punjab has
emerged as India’s top-per-
forming school education
system in NITI Aayog’s
Education Quality Report
2026. He said that Punjab
views Early Childhood
Care and Education not
merely as preparatory
schooling but as a long-
term investment in human
capital, equity and inclu-
sive growth. “Nearly 90% of
brain development occurs
before the age of six.
Keeping this in mind,
Punjab has made substan-

tial investments in early
childhood and primary
education with a strong
focus on developmental
milestones and learning
outcomes,” he said. The
Chief Minister said that the
transformation has been
driven by an engaging,
play-based learning
approach involving story-
telling, group activities and
real-world application of
concepts. He highlighted
the success of Mission
Samrath, launched to
ensure foundational litera-
cy and numeracy for all stu-
dents. “Through struc-
tured pedagogy and
focused interventions, we
have improved learning
outcomes on a mass scale,”
he said. CM Bhagwant
Singh Mann said that
Punjab’s top ranking in
PARAKH (Performance

Assessment Review, and
Analysis of Knowledge for
Holistic Development)
assessments is the result of
sustained and focused
efforts. “Punjab’s govern-
ment school students in
Classes 3 to 9 are outper-
forming the national aver-
age by 10 to 15 percentage
points across core sub-
jects, reflecting sustained
learning gains throughout
the schooling journey,” he
said. CM Bhagwant Singh
Mann said Punjab is
redefining school educa-
tion by linking learning
with practical skills,
employment opportunities
and students’ aspirations.
He said that 40 Hunar
Sikhia Schools have been
established across all 23
districts of Punjab to create
meaningful pathways for
youth through structured

and industry-aligned edu-
cation. “For the current
academic session, nearly
3,500 students are enrolled
in Classes 11 and 12 under
the Hunar Sikhia School
Programme,” he said.

Punjab Seeks Special Category Status & Special Package for
Border Areas from Centre: CM Bhagwant Singh Mann

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as SHAHEEN alias

FARDANA D/o ABDUL WAHID,
residing at 166/103, Near Dhobi
Ghat, Patel Nagar, Ranjit Nagar,
Central Delhi, Delhi-110008, have
changed my Name and shall here-
after be known as SHAHEEN
PARVEEN.

NAME CHANGE
I GOPAL KUMAR S/O JAINATH
MISHRA R/O D-1714 Gali No -10/2,
Sanjay Colony, Narela, Safiyabad
Road, Narela, North West Delhi,
Delhi-110040 have changed the
name of my minor son RISHU RAJ
aged 15 years and he shall hereafter
be known as AARAV JHA

NAME CHANGE
I, hitherto known as NOOPUR
SAHNI W/O RISHABH JAIN R/O 115
1st FLOOR KRISHAN KUNJ
COLONY NEAR GOVERNMENT
SCHOOL LAXMI NAGAR PO:
LAXMI NAGAR DIST: EAST DELHI
DELHI-110092 have changed my
name and shall hereafter be known
as NOOPUR JAIN.

NAME CHANGE
I, GAURAV KUMAR S/O RAM
NIWAS, residing at 226, 3rd Floor,
Jain Sarees Wali Gali, Near Satsang
Bhawan, Teliwara Shahdara, East
Delhi, Delhi-110032, have changed
the name of my minor son VANSH,
aged 15 years and he shall hereafter
be known as VANSH KASHYAP.

NAME CHANGE
I,hitherto Known as ANITA W/O
VIJAY PAL R/O E-206/1 Block-1
Phase-5 Om vihar, Uttam Nagar,
West Delhi, Delhi-110059 have
changed my name and shall here-
after be known as SANGEETA.

Lost & Found
I , Inder Pal Singh , S/o Late Sh.Mukhtiar
Singh , R/o Flat No.9/5A , Pocket - B ,
Ashok Vihar , Phase -3 , Delhi -110052 ,
Informed that I have Lost Original Share
Certificate & Possession Letter of Flat
No.F-121, Labour CGHS Ltd.,  Shubh
Enclave , Pitampura , Delhi -110034 .
Complainant's Details , Delhi Police
Maurya Enclave , LR No.356652/2026
Dt.08.06.2026

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as PAWAN GOEL
S/O OM PRAKASH GOEL R/O BP-
37, WEST SHALIMAR BAGH,
SHALIMAR BAGH, NORTH WEST
DELHI, DELHI-110088 have
changed my name and shall here-
after be known as PAWAN KUMAR.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as SADDAM
HUSAIN S/O MUFEED AHMAD R/O
M-177, 2nd Floor, Church Street, St
Matthew Church, Laxmi Nagar, East
Delhi, Delhi-110092 have changed
my name and shall hereafter be
known as SAHIL ZOREN.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TO WHOMSOEVER
IT MAY CONCERN

Our client VINOD KUMAR
PATHAK S/o Late Sh. Kesho
Pathak, Resident of House No.-
2844, Gali No.-69, Moladband,
Badarpur, Delhi-110044 also at: H.
No.-08, K-2, Defence Enclave,
Mahipalpur, Malik pur kohi @ rang
puri, Delhi-110037, has severed all
his relations and disowned/
Debarred his son GOVIND
KUMAR, S/o Sh. Viinod Kumar
Pathak, from all of our immove-
able/movable properties due to
their misbehave and misconduct,
our client's shall not be responsible
for their acts and conducts in
future. My son Govind Kumar shall
have no right, title, claim, or inter-
est in any movable or immovable
property belonging to Mr. Vinod
Kumar Pathak. Furthermore, Mr.
Vinod Kumar Pathak and his fami-
ly members shall not be held
responsible for any acts, deeds,
liabilities, or conduct of Mr. Govind
Kumar in the future.

ARJUN SINGH Advocate 
CH.NO.216, LAWYERS BLOCK,
SAKET COURT, NEW DELHI-17

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I,
KHUSHI SHARMA D/o PRAMOD
KUMAR R/o 471, KASHMIRI
BAGH, KISHANGANJ, MALKA
GANJ, PO: MALKA GANJ, DIST:
NORTH DELHI, DELHI-110007,
declare that name of mine and my
father have been wrongly written as
KHUSHI AND PARMOD KUMAR in
my OBC CERTIFICATE NO.
90500000394679 and the name of
my father have been wrongly writ-
ten as  PARMOD KUMAR  in my
10th and 12th Class Educational
Documents. The actual name of
mine and my father are  KHUSHI
SHARMA and PRAMOD KUMAR
respectively, which may be amend-
ed accordingly. It is certified that I
have complied with other legal
requirements in this connection. 

NAME CHANGE
I, NAIM AHMAD   S/O RAFIK
AHMAD residing at C-89 HIND
VIHAR PREM NAGAR 3 KIRARI
SULEMAN NAGAR SULTANPURI
C BLOCK DELHI-110086. have
changed my name to NAYEEM  for
all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, KAVITA spouse of RAM
SURESH, resident of RZF-362A,
GALI NO-03, MAHAVIR ENCLAVE,
SOUTH WEST DELHI-110045,
have changed my name from KAVI-
TA to KAVITA SURESH vide
Affidavit in-DL17988935489113Y
dated 25/05/2026 before Executive
Magistrate at New Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, RAM SURESH KURIL, resident of
RZF-362A, GALI NO-03, MAHAVIR
ENCLAVE, SOUTH WEST DELHI-
110045, have changed my name
from RAM SURESH KURIL to RAM
SURESH vide Affidavit in-
DL17987820518577Y dated
25/05/2026 before Executive
Magistrate at New Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, RAKSHIT S/o SATPAL R/o
H.NO.110/25, Gandhi Nagar,
Rohtak, Haryana-124001, have
changed my name to RAKSHIT
MALWA permanently

NAME CHANGE
I, ANJENEYA SAHU S/o Arun

Kumar Sahu R/o 10-D, DDA, SFS
MIG, Arunodaya Apartments,
Sector-7, Dwarka, Delhi-110075,
have changed my name to
ANJANEYA SAHU  permanently.

NAME CHANGE
I AKSHAY MEHRA S/O KISHAN
LAL R/O D-1/37 , MANSA RAM
PARK UTTAM NAGAR DELHI-
110059 have changed my name to
AKSHAY KUMAR Permanently for
all Future purpose

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as Vikash Mavi
S/O: Sukh Binder Singh R/O vil-
lage-khera dharam pura,
Chhapraula, PO: Chhaprola, DIST:
Gautam Buddha Nagar, Uttar
Pradesh - 201009, have changed
my name and shall hereafter be
known as VANSH MAVI.

NAME CHANGE
I, Anshika w/o Mayank Modi R/o
1870, Gali Wazir Singh Gurudwara
Road, Chuna Mandi Pahar Ganj,
Delhi-110055 have changed my
name to Anshika Sahu Modi for all
future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I NARENDER SINGH S/o CHAND
SINGH Residing Titoli (88), Titauli,
Rohtak - 124001 (Haryana) have
changed my minor son name from
MAYANK to MAYANK KUMAR for
all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, NARENDER S/o CHAND SINGH
Residing Titoli (88), Titauli, Rohtak
- 124001 have changed my name
from NARENDER to NARENDER
SINGH for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, Subhash Gupta S/o Shardanand
Sah R/o K-10, Saurabh Vihar,
Jaitpur, Delhi-110044 have
changed my name to Subhash Sah
for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, KALYAN SINGH YADAV S/O
JORAWAR SINGH R/O H.NO-
247A GALI NO 1 SHIV COLONY
REWARI HARYANA 123401,
CHANGED MY NAME TO
KALYAN SINGH.

NAME CHANGE
I, LALIT S/O KISHORI LAL R/O F-
225, 4TH FLOOR SHASTRI GALI
HIMALAYA GYM LAXMI NAGAR
DELHI 110092, CHANGED MY
NAME TO LALIT KUMAR.

NAME CHANGE
I, hitherto known as Avashek S/O:
Manoj, R/O Lakhavati, Bulandshahr,
Uttar Pradesh, 245407, have
changed my name and shall here-
after be known as the Abhishek.

NAME CHANGE
I, hitherto known as Ritu W/O:
Deepak Kumar R/O 230, Salarpur,
Muzaffarnagar, Uttar Pradesh -
251314  have changed my name and
shall hereafter be known as Pinki.

NAME CHANGE
I,Shameena W/o Mohd Ashfaq R/o S-
53/268, Gandhi Camp-2, Sriniwaspuri,
Delhi-110065 have changed my name
to Shamima.

NAME CHANGE
I, MOHAMMAD JAVED S/o
MOHAMMAD IBRAHIM R/o Q-
17/A, 3RD FLOOR, BATLA
HOUSE, JAMIA NAGAR, DELHI-
110025 have changed my name to
MOHD. JAVED.

NAME CHANGE
I SAYED RAJIYA legally mother of
Army No - 2804512X, Rank-Hav,
Name- AKRAM SAYED, presently
residing At- Gopalapatnam, Post-
Gopalapatnam, Teh-Gopalapatnam,
Dist- Visakhapatnam, State- Andhra
Pradesh, Pin 530027 in my son’s serv-
ice record my date of birth wrongly
mentioned as 20/03/1963 instead of
my correct date of birth as 10/10/1970
Vide Affidavit dated 11/06/2026 before
Notary Public Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I,JUNAID S/o MOHD. JAVED R/o
Q-17/A, 3RD FLOOR, BATLA
HOUSE, JAMIA NAGAR, DELHI-
110025 have changed my name to
JUNAID JAVED.

NAME CHANGE
I, SAROJ W/o RAJ KUMAR SINGH
GOTTAM R/o KHANPUR, PO-
KASNA, GAUTAM BUDDHA
NAGAR, U.P.201310 have changed
my name to SAROJ DEVI.

NAME CHANGE
I,RAJ KUMAR SINGH S/o
NARPAT SINGH R/o KHANPUR,
PO-KASNA, GAUTAM BUDDHA
NAGAR, U.P.201310 have
changed my name to RAJ KUMAR
SINGH GOTTAM.

NAME CHANGE
I, ANJUM NASEEM W/o
MOHAMMED SARFARAZ KHAN
R/o 3393, BAGHICHI ACHCHAY JI,
BARA HINDU RAO, AZAD MAR-
KET, DELHI-110006 have changed
my name to ANJUM NAAZ.

NAME CHANGE
I, SHAURYA SHUKLA s/o PANKAJ
VISHWANATH SHUKLA R/o 3/14,
ROW HOUSE, WINDSOR
ESTATE KALYANI NAGAR, PUNE,
MAHARASHTRA-411014 have
changed my name to SHAURYA
PANKAJ SHUKLA.

NAME CHANGE
I, APARANA SINGH wife of JC-
783781F, Rank-NB SUB, Name-ATUL
SINGH CHANDEL residing at VPO-
BAMURI, TEH-SIHAWAL, DIST-
SIDHI, MADHYA PRADESH-486661,
have changed my name from
APARANASINGH to APARNASINGH
for all future purposes and my correct
date of birth is 10/02/1986, vide Affidavit
No-IN-DL31009385904825Y, dated
11/06/2025 before Executive
Magistrate, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, I, MANISHABA JADEJA wife of
NO-15437711X, Rank-L/NK,
Name-JADEJA SHAILENDRAS-
INH residing at VILL-DEDAKDAD,
PO-KHAJURDI, TEH-DHROL,
DIST-JAMNAGAR, GUJARAT-
360110, have changed my name
MANISHABA JADEJA to JADEJA
MANISHABA SHAILENDRASINH
for all future purposes vide Affidavit
Dated 11/06/2026 before Notary
Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, No.-14667684F Rank-HAV Name-
KORE SHIVARAJ TUKARAM legal
father of KORE KARAN R/O VPO-
TAVASHI(GAD), TEHSIL-LOHARA,
DIST-OSMANABAD, MAHARASH-
TRA-413604, have changed my
minor son’s name from KORE
KARAN to KARAN SHIVARAJ
KORE for all future purposes vide
affidavit dated 11/06/2026 Before
Notary Public, Delhi.

DATE OF BIRTH CHANGE
I, NO-2619330X Rank-L/NK Name-
HAJEEMIRASAB SOUDAGAR S/o
HARUNRASHID residing at VPO-
MASALI BK, TQ-INDI, DIST-
BIJAPUR, KARNATAKA-586215, in
my service records my minor son’s
date of birth wrongly mentioned as
25/04/2019 instead of his correct
date of birth as 05/04/2018 vide
affidavit dated 11/06/2026 before
Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I MOHINDER KUMAR SHARMA
S/O  RAVI DUTT SHARMA R/O  A-
2/259 JANAKPURI DELHI -110058
have changed my name to MAHIN-
DER KUMAR SHARMA
Permanently for all Future purpose

NAME CHANGE
I, SACHIN KUMAR S/O RAMESH
KUMAR R/O VPO MALPURA,
DHARUHERA, REWARI, HARYANA-
122106, HAVE CHANGED MY
MINOR SON NAME FROM RIDAN
KATARIA TO HRIDHAAN KATARIA
FOR ALL FUTURE PURPOSES

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as RAJEEV
KUMAR AGNIHOTRI S/O
KALLOO PRASAD AGNIHOTRI
R/O Flat 51-C 2nd Floor Blk-C Pkt-
I, Platinum Enclave, Rohini Sector
18, PO: Rohini Sector 15, Dist:
North West Delhi, Delhi-110089
have changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as RAJEEVA
KUMAR AGNIHOTARI.

NAME CHANGE
I Tanmay Yadav S/o Mandeep
Singh R/o D1/1, DLF Alameda,
Sector 73, Badshahpur, Gurgaon -
122101 have changed my name to
Tanmay Rao for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, MAYANK MALHOTRA S/O
KRISHAN KUMAR residing at B-
31, SECOND FLOOR, GALI NO-2,
ANARKALI GARDEN, JAGAT-
PURI, SHAHDARA, DELHI-
110051 have changed my name to
MAYANK for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, JC-812302A, Rank-SUB, Name-
AKSHAY KUMAR DUBEY legal
father of ARAV residing at VILL-
FARUSATAR, PO-SAHATWAR,
DIST-BALLIA, UTTAR PRADESH-
277211, have changed my minor
son’s name from ARAV  to AARAV
for all future purposes vide affidavit
dated 11/06/2026 Before Notary
Public, Delhi.

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE is hereby given to public at
large on behalf of my client Mr.
Dayal Singh Rawat in respect of
Built-Up Upper Ground Floor
without Roof Rights, Built on
Property No. 25-B/A, area meas-
uring 72 Sq. Yds., Out of Khasra
No. 345, situated in the area of
Village Nawada and the colony
known as Sidharti Enclave, Uttam
Nagar. New Delhi-59, claiming to
have undisputed ownership.  Now
my client intends  to sell the proper-
ty in which SMFG India Home
Finance Company Limited will pro-
vide the financial assistance If any
person(s) has/have any objection(s)
or claim(s) with respect to the right,
title or interest in the said property
may please contact us within Seven
days from the date of this notice on
the number & address mentioned
herein below, failing which my
client(s) shall not be held responsi-
ble in any manner whatsoever. 

Khaitan & Khaitan
Plot No. 100 ,1st floor

Okhla Phase III, New Delhi
Ph. No: 011-49774545

PUBLIC NOTICE
I ,Taiba Siddiqui D/O S.A Siddiqui
W/O Vikash Agarwal,R/O  U-73,
Front First Floor, Solanki Road,
Subhash Park, Solanki Chowk,
Uttam Nagar, PO: D.k Mohan
Garden, DIST: West Delhi, Delhi-
110059, do hereby solemnly affirm
and declare that I have embraced
HINDUISM and renounced MUS-
LIM with effect from 02-02-2013.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as SUDHIR SHAH S/o
JAGDISH SHAH  R/o  House No.
9/724, Block C, Sultanpuri, Sultanpuri,
North West Delhi, Delhi  - 110086 have
changed my name and shall hereafter
be known as SUDHIR GOND .

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto Known as DIKSHA MISHRA
D/o VINOD KUMAR MISHRA W/o
AKSHAY KUMAR , Residing at C-49 ,
Karam Pura , Ramesh Nagar , HO
West Delhi , Delhi -110015 have
changed my name and shall hereafter
be known as DIKSHA.

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that I
AKSHAY YADAV  S/o RAJESH
KUMAR  R/o WZ – 42, Todapur
Village, I.A.R.I. PO: I.a.r.i, Dist:
Central Delhi, Delhi - 110012
declare that the name of my mother
and my Father has been wrongly
written as MUNESH YADAV  and
RAJESH KUMAR YADAV  in my all
Educational Documents and name
of my Father has been wrongly writ-
ten as RAJESH YADAV  in my
Driving License  No. DL9
20200012740  and name of my
Mother and my Father has been
wrongly written as MUNESH YADAV
and RAJESH YADAV  in my Birth
Certificate No. 183764.   The actual
name of my mother and my Father
are MUNESH and RAJESH
KUMAR respectively,  Which may
be amended accordingly.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Information is given to general pub-
lic at large that our client 1. Mr.
Pawan Kumar Mandal S/o Mr.
Ramji Mandal 2. Mr. Anil S/o Mr.
Ramji Singh 3. Mr. Vikas Kumar
Jha S/o Mr. Ashok Kumar Jha are
the owner of Freehold Residential
Property/Plot No. 67-B, area meas-
uring 50 Sq. Yds., out of Khasra
No. 45/23, Situated at Village
Hastsal, Delhi Abadi Colony Known
as Vijay Nagar, in Block D, Mohan
Garden, Uttam Nagar, New Delhi.
by virtue of Notarized GPA, ATS &
Will dated 13.05.2026, now our
client is declaring that that any
other person does not have any
right over the said property, and
same property sold to be Mr.
Jitendra Singh and same has been
financed by SMFG India Home
Finance Company Limited Branch:
Moti Nagar New Delhi.  If any per-
son(s) have any objection(s) or
claim(s) with respect to the` right,
title or interest in the Said Property
then contact us within 07 days from
the date of Publication of this notice
and or the same to the undersigned
if found by anyone. Thereafter no
claim shall be entertained

[NAVEEN KUMAR VERMA] 
Advocate

F-211, Sector-3,
Vaishali, Ghaziabad,

Uttar Pradesh-201010
(Contact at 09958871432)PUBLIC NOTICE

Information is given to general pub-
lic at large that our client Mr. Zafar
Alam S/o Mohd. Elias is the owner
of Freehold Residential Property
Old No. 246/70-E & New No.
246/70-E/1, area measuring 50 Sq.
Yds., out of Khasra No. 1099/607,
situated at the abadi of East School
Block, Mandawali, in the area of
Village Mandawali, Fazalpur, Illaqa
Shahdara, Delhi 110092. by virtue
of Notarized GPA, ATS & Will dated
21.03.2015, now our client is
declaring that that any other person
does not have any right over the
said property, and same property
sold to be Mr. Nasir and same has
been financed by SMFG India
Home Finance Company Limited
Branch: Moti Nagar New Delhi.  If
any person(s) have any
objection(s) or claim(s) with respect
to the` right, title or interest in the
Said Property then contact us with-
in 07 days from the date of
Publication of this notice and or the
same to the undersigned if found
by anyone. Thereafter no claim
shall be entertained

[NAVEEN KUMAR VERMA] 
Advocate

F-211, Sector-3,
Vaishali, Ghaziabad,

Uttar Pradesh-201010
(Contact at 09958871432)

PUBLIC NOTICE
Information is given to general pub-
lic at large that our client Mr.
Shafique Ahmed S/o Mr. Rafique
Ahmed is the owner of Freehold
Residential Built-up Flat on Third
Floor without roof rights, area
measuring 80 Sq. Yds. Part of
Property Bearing No. D-185
Situated at Layout Plan of New
Seelampur Residential Colony in
the Abadi of D- Block, New
Seelampur, Illaqa Shahdara, Delhi-
110053. by virtue of Notarized
GPA, ATS and WILL dated
03.01.2022, now our client is
declaring that that any other person
does not have any right over the
said property, and same property
Gift to be Mrs. Husan Jahan W/o
Mr. Rafique Ahmed and same has
been financed by SMFG India
Home Finance Company Limited
Branch: Noida Uttar Pradesh.  If
any person(s) have any
objection(s) or claim(s) with respect
to the` right, title or interest in the
Said Property then contact us with-
in 07 days from the date of
Publication of this notice and or the
same to the undersigned if found
by anyone. Thereafter no claim
shall be entertained

[NAVEEN KUMAR VERMA] 
Advocate

F-211, Sector-3,
Vaishali, Ghaziabad,

Uttar Pradesh-201010
(Contact at 09958871432)

NOTICE
Public at large is hereby informed that (1) Sh. Mohit Pahwa and (2) Sh.
Prateek Pahwa are the Legal heirs of Second Floor, Built up Plot No. 312,
admeasuring 125 sq. yds., Situated in the layout plan of the Delhi Sainik Co-
Operative House Building Society Ltd., presently known as Sainik Vihar,
Delhi. That Initially, Perpetual Sub-Lease Deed dated 13.06.2000 executed
by DDA and The Delhi Sainik Co-Operative House Building Society Ltd. in
favour of Smt. Prakash Rani in respect of Said Property, admeasuring 125
sq. yds. (Doc. No. 8454). Who executed Regd. GPA dated 17.08.2000 in
favour of (1) Sh. Ravinder Munjal and (2) Sh. V.K. Taneja. Who executed
Regd. GPA dated 02.07.2001 in favour of (1) Dr. R.C. Pahwa and (2) Smt.
Krishna Pahwa. Later Conveyance Deed dated 03.12.2002 executed by
DDA in favour of (1) Dr. R.C. Pahwa S/o. Late Sh. M.C. Pahwa and (2) Smt.
Krishna Pahwa S/o. Sh. R.C. Pahwa in respect of Said Property, (Doc. No.
24371, Book No. I, Volume No. 2862 on Pages 42 to 44. Later Sh. Ram
Chand Pahwa died on 22.04.2015 and Sh. Krishna Pahwa died on
09.11.2022 leaving behind the following legal heirs namely, (1) Sh. Mohit
Pahwa (Son) and (2) Sh. Prateek Pahwa (Son). Who intends Sell abovemen-
tioned property Intended Purchaser. Who shall mortgage the said immovable
property for his bonafide requirements to L&T Finance Limited. Whosoever
is having any objection to the said sale and mortgage or anyone has claim or
right or interest in the property shall contact the undersigned with the objec-
tion within 07 days failing which it shall be presumed that there stands no
objections.
NEW DELHI     PRAGYA BHUSHAN ADVOCATE
DATE: 11/6/2025  Enrl. No. D/721/02

Office: L-27,GF,  Kailash Colony, New Delhi-48
Mob.: 9968006418

NOTICE
Public at large is hereby informed that my client Smt. Ekta Arora W/o. Late
Sh. Praveen Arora is the owner of Property No. F-328, admeasuring 172 sq.
yds., Comprised in Khasra No. 328, Situated at Abadi of Village Lado Sarai,
New Delhi. Initially, (1) Sh. Umed Singh, (2) Sh. Hans Raj Dhankar and (3)
Sh. Surinder Kumar Ahuja were the recorded owners of the Said Property.
Later Regd. GPA dated 12.09.1995 executed by Sh. Umed Singh in favour
of Sh. Hoshiyar Singh in respect of Khasra No. 328, admeasuring 35 sq. yds.
and Regd. GPA dated 13.09.1995 executed by Sh. Hans Raj Dhankar in
favour of Sh. Hoshyar Singh in respect of Plot area measuring 102 sq. yds.
out of 172 sq. yds., Khasara No. 328 and Regd. GPA dated 09.10.1995 exe-
cuted by Sh. Surinder Kumar Ahuja in favour of Sh. Hoshiyar Singh in respect
of Plot are measuring 35 sq. yds., Khasra No. 328. Finally, Sale Deed dated
13.05.2026 executed by Sh. Hoshiar Singh S/o. Sh. Richh Pal Singh in
favour of Smt. Ekta Arora W/o. Late Sh. Praveen Arora in respect of Property
No. F-328, admeasuring 172 sq. yds., Khasra No. 328 Doc no.
2026/7/I/6330, Vol no. 10459, Page no. 169-192, SRO-South Hauz Khas
Now, who intends to mortgage said immovable property for bonafide require-
ments to Mahindra & Mahindra Financial Services Limited Whosoever is hav-
ing any objection to the said mortgage or anyone has claim or right in the
property shall contact the undersigned with the objection within 07 days fail-
ing which it shall be presumed that there stands no objections or no litigation
or Dispute over the Said Property.
NEW DELHI     PRAGYA BHUSHAN ADVOCATE
DATE: 11/6/2025  Enrl. No. D/721/02

Office: L-27,GF,  Kailash Colony, New Delhi-48
Mob.: 9968006418
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to their places of origin in 2025, said the under conditions of safety and stability, GENEVA.(Agency) 
The number of forcibly displaced report.They included 4.4 million but under pressure".

They had gone back to "countries where people dropped for the first time in a refugees who crossed back into their 
insecurity persists, where infrastructure decade last year, as more opted to return home countries, marking the second 
has been damaged, and where basic home despite often unsafe and unstable highest number of refugee returns since 
services and economic opportunities conditions, the UN said Thursday.

At the end of 2025, 117.8 million remain scarce", he warned."Returns that 
people worldwide were forcibly are not safe... are not a solution," he 
displaced from their homes, marking a insisted. "They risk becoming the 
decline of 5.4 million compared to a beginning of a new displacement 
year earlier, the UN refugee agency cycle."Among those displaced at the 
said.The agency said the number of end of 2025, 41.6 million were 
people who had been forced to flee due considered refugees, including nearly 
to war, violence and persecution 5.4 million people who fled across 
remained "unacceptably high", urging borders to become refugees in the 
action to dramatically reduce long- course of the year, Thursday's report 

records began 60 years ago.term displacement over the next showed.A full 60 percent of those new 
Unsafe returnsdecade.In its annual report, UNHCR refugees fled from just eight countries, 
UN refugee chief Barham Salih told e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  t h e  d e c l i n i n g  including nearly a million coming from 
reporters in Geneva that "more than 90 displacement number was linked to "a war-ravaged Sudan alone, and almost 
percent" of refugee returns last year sharp increase" in the number of 800,000 fled from UkraineThe report 
were concentrated in Afghanistan, refugees and internally displaced also pointed to several crises driving 
Sudan and Syria.But, he stressed, people (IDPs) returning home.In all, mass displacement since the start of this 
"many of these returns occurred not 14.7 million displaced people returned year.

NEWS BOX

FBI Seizes 13 Websites Used By China To Target US 
Workers With Sensitive Information

Number of forcibly displaced 
people dips to 118 million: UN

"Ruined his face": 
Looksmaxxing streamer 
Clavicular brutally roasted 
after unrecognizable 
surgery reveal

Bill Gates Says Jeffrey Epstein 
Tried To Use His Extramarital 

Affairs To Pressure Him
UNITED NATIONS. (Agency) 

Bill Gates told a US congressional committee on 
Wednesday that Jeffrey Epstein attempted to use 
information about his extramarital affairs against him. 
The Microsoft co-founder made the remarks in a 
statement prepared for a closed-door hearing before the 
House Oversight Committee. At the hearing, Gates was 
questioned about his interactions with the disgraced 
financier. The committee is examining how the Justice 
Department handled investigations related to Epstein and 
his associates."These affairs had nothing to do with my 
interactions with Epstein, but they were painful for my 
family," Gates said, according to a copy of his opening 
statement."Epstein was working to use information about 
my infidelities — in addition to many lies that he layered 
on top — to pressre me to re-engage with him," he added.
In his statement, Gates reiterated that he deeply regretted 
his association with Epstein, describing the relationship 
as a serious mistake. However, he maintained that he had 
never witnessed Epstein engage in criminal activity and 
denied any wrongdoing on his own part.
“In the work I do, reputation is the basis for developing 

partnerships that save lives. Meeting with Epstein was a 
grave error in judgment and put this work at risk,” he was 
quoted as saying by The New York Times. 
Gates said Epstein's behaviour was 'antithetical' to all his 
"efforts to contribute to a world where everyone has a 
chance to live a healthy and productive life.”The 
relationship between the two began in 2011, several years 
after Epstein had pleaded guilty in Florida to charges 
involving the solicitation of prostitution from a minor.
Gates acknowledged that he was aware Epstein had faced 
legal issues but said he had not fully understood the extent 
of the allegations and crimes linked to him at the time they 
were introduced. “I accepted the introduction without 
applying the scrutiny I should have,” he added.He met 
Epstein on several occasions between 2011 and 2014, 
primarily to discuss the possibility of creating a charitable 
donor-advised fund. The proposed project ultimately 
never materialised, and discussions between the two had 
largely ended by late 2014.Gates told lawmakers that he 
later learned Epstein had allegedly sought to use his 
marital problems in an effort to acquire leverage over him. 
He said documents that have since become public, 
Epstein was "working to use information about my 
infidelities.

WORLD

US military secretly helped 
100 mn barrels of  oil 
through Hormuz: Trump

GENERAL SANTOS. (Agency) 
The mayor of a southern Philippine town that was 
devastated by a powerful earthquake pleaded Thursday 
for helicopters to transport food to stave off hunger in 
several landslide-isolated villages.
The 7.8 magnitude offshore quake, one of the strongest 
to hit the Philippine archipelago in a half century, 
struck Monday off the southern province of Sarangani 
and has left at least 47 people dead and injured 688 with 
31 still missing.More than 45,000 people remained 
displaced, about half in emergency shelters, after the 
quake damaged more than 12,600 houses in farming 
towns and cities. Many were still too traumatized to 
return home due to aftershocks, provincial officials 
said.Sarangani reported 20 dead from the quake, the 
highest toll from the affected provinces, mostly due to a 
landslide that buried houses in the coastal town of Glan, 
according to the government's Office of Civil Defense, 
which deals with major disasters.Glan Mayor Victor 
James Yap said power has not been restored to his 
province and 10 of 31 villages in his town of more than 
100,000 people remained inaccessible mostly due to 
landslides. He asked the government to immediately 
deploy air force helicopters to deliver food and other 
aid to the stricken areas."We need food and water but 
it's difficult to transport them to some of our villages 
which remain isolated," Yap told DZMM radio network. 
"Choppers are needed to transport food because people 
there are already very hungry."A key access road to the 
town has been reopened and will allow the delivery of 
fuel as early as Thursday, but the town remained 
without power and cellphone services were still spotty, 
according to Yap.Most of the deaths from the quake 
were caused by falling debris from collapsed buildings 
and landslides in Sarangani, the coastal city of General 
Santos, and the outlying provinces of South Cotabato 
and Davao Occidental.

President Donald Trump said that as 
the bombing was underway Iranian 
leaders called him directly in the 
White House Situation Room and 
asked him to halt the attack, Fox 
News reported.

World. (Agency) 
:writing{variant="document" id="41852"} Clavicular 
built his internet fame by convincing young men they 
could engineer the “perfect” face. Now the 
controversial looksmaxxing influencer is facing a 
wave of backlash after revealing the results of his 
rhinoplasty, with social media users claiming the 
surgery erased the distinct features that made him 
recognizable in the first place.The 20-year-old 
streamer, whose real name is Braden Peters, recently 
shared before-and-after photos following a nose job 
performed by celebrity plastic surgeon Michael 
Salzhauer, better known online as Dr. Miami. The 
images spread quickly across X, TikTok and 
livestream communities, sparking intense debate over 
whether the procedure improved his appearance or 
damaged it.
Clavicular nose job photos divide the internet
Criticism flooded social media almost immediately 
after the photos surfaced online. Many users argued 
that Peters looked more unique before surgery and 
accused cosmetic trends of pushing influencers toward 
the same polished appearance.“His face had character 
before now he looks generic,” one person wrote.“Jesus 
Christ, he looked way better before,” another user 
commented beneath the comparison photos.
Others questioned whether the final results were still 
affected by swelling following surgery. “This looks 
uncanny it doesn’t fit his face,” one critic posted, while 
another added, “Hope it’s just swelling otherwise bro 
ruined his face….”Not everyone agreed with the 
backlash. Some supporters defended Peters and 
praised the transformation, with one fan writing, “He 
actually looks much better.”Peters himself appeared 
unfazed by the criticism. Leaning into the online jokes, 
he uploaded a TikTok video standing beside a Michael 
Jackson impersonator and captioned it, “Who had a 
better nose job?”The debate has also renewed broader 
conversations around the “looksmaxxing” culture that 
exploded online over the last few years. Peters became 
one of the movement’s most recognizable faces by 
teaching followers how to improve physical 
attractiveness through strict grooming routines, fitness 
changes and extreme body modification advice.

US launches new strikes on Iran, which 
fires back at Gulf states and Jordan

The US Central Command said it 
had "completed" its latest 

round of  airstrikes just before 
sunrise in Iran.

to classified or sensitive information.he geared toward current or former U.S. Washington. (Agency) 
bulletin said spies for Chinese military government  employees . "These  The FBI has seized more than a dozen 
intelligence have been posing as websites are often linked or referenced websites that officials say were part of a 
workers acting on behalf of private within the entities' job postings on Chinese effort to target American 
businesses or think tanks, advertising LinkedIn and other hiring platforms," workers who have access to classified 

the affidavit said.or sensitive government information, 
Applicants and recruits were offered the Just ice Department  said 
money for reports related to their Wednesday.The  13  webs i t es  
work and for sensitive information, purported to be affiliated with 
the Justice Department said. The consulting companies that advertised 
operators of the plot, who officials job openings for current and former 
allege to be tied to Chinese holders of security clearances. But the 
i n t e l l i g e n c e  s e r v i c e s ,  u s e d  companies were all fakes and the job 
cryptocurrency and online payment postings were a sham, officials 
systems to hide their real identities, said.The internet domain seizure is 
officials said.Law enforcement part of a broader effort by Western 
officials identified the websites law enforcement and intelligence 
through information from targets agencies to sound the alarm about 
who came forward to report what alleged Chinese government plots to for bogus jobs such as foreign policy or 

they believed to be suspicious recruit workers who can be duped into defense analysts and pressuring 
interactions."A lot of this information disclosing sensitive information.Last candidates to provide "non-public" 
came from doing interviews, interviews week, for instance, the English- information.According to an FBI 
with people who came forward that speaking Five Eyes intelligence- affidavit filed in connection with the 
something didn't seem right," Dan sharing alliance - Australia, Canada, website seizure, the fake websites relied 
Wierzbicki, the special agent in charge New Zealand, the U.K. and the U.S. - on fraudulent or stolen identities and 
of the counterintelligence and cyber issued a bulletin warning that China is AI-generated photographs to give them 
division of the FBI's Washington field targeting personnel from those the appearance of legitimacy, and 
office, said in an interview.countries on job websites to get access advertised generic "consulting" jobs 

elaborate on the damage done by the strikes, civil aviation traffic in the region," Kuwait But Iran has proved resilient despite weeks 
which it said were carried out by the U.S. Air said.Kuwait International Airport took a of heavy bombing. It is betting that its ability 
Force, Marines and Navy. direct Iranian hit in recent days, killing one to effectively close the Strait of Hormuz — a 

person and wounding dozens. On crucial passageway for oil and natural gas — Explosions from the strikes echoed around 
Wednesday, Iran responded to U.S. strikes gives it a strong bargaining chip. Iran's capital, Tehran, as well as the port city 
with attacks on Bahrain, Kuwait and Jordan, Iran's United Nations envoy said the U.S. 
all of which host U.S. troops.Israel early should refrain from threats of force if it 
Thursday also warned residents in the north wants a deal.Still, both countries seem to be 
to seek shelter after the detection of looking for a way to end the conflict — if WASHINGTON. (Agency) 
suspected incoming fire from Lebanon, they can manage to sell it as a win at The United States launched a second round 
while the U.S. Embassy in Jordan issued a home.Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin of airstrikes on Iran into Thursday morning 
warning that "reports indicate missiles, Netanyahu appears intent on pursuing goals after President Donald Trump warned that 
drones or rockets are in Jordanian airspace."that make compromise harder: the collapse Tehran would "pay the price" for stalled 
There was no immediate acknowledgment of Iran's theocratic government, the negotiations, and Iran responded with 
from Jordanian state media about the reports elimination of its nuclear program, and the strikes targeting Bahrain, Kuwait and 
of missile fire, but Iran said it again targeted destruction of the Iranian-allied Hezbollah Jordan.The new U.S. assault across multiple 
Jordan's Muwaffaq Salti Air Base on militant group in Lebanon. On Monday, Iran Iranian cities came as efforts to negotiate an of Bandar Abbas and other southern areas 
Thursday.Trump says US is sneaking oil and Israel targeted each other.US strikes end the war again appeared stuck, with Iran along the Strait of Hormuz.Iran responded 
past the Strait of HormuzIran and Iran fires back at Gulf StatesThe insisting it would maintain its chokehold on by launching strikes on Bahrain, Kuwait and 

U.S. Central Command said it had Since the U.S. and Israel started the war with the Strait of Hormuz, which has disrupted Jordan, and Kuwait closed its airspace as its 
"completed" its latest round of airstrikes just Feb. 28 attacks on Iran, the conflict has global energy supplies and sent oil prices air defenses fought off the attack. Kuwait's 
before sunrise in Iran. The military shaken the global economy, driven up higher.It was the third time this week that Directorate General of Civil Aviation said 
command said the strikes came "in response energy prices worldwide, and made food back-and-forth strikes have tested a two- flights were being diverted to other airports, 
to Iran's unwarranted and continued and other basics more expensive.The month shaky ceasefire.Trump has urged Iran without elaborating."This measure comes in 
aggression" and targeted "Iranian military international benchmark for crude oil traded to sign a deal to end the war and suggested light of the state of Kuwait being subjected 
surveillance capabilities, communication above $93 a barrel on Wednesday, up more earlier this week that an agreement could be to sinful Iranian aggressions and the 
systems and air defense sites." It did not than 25% since the start of the war.reached in days. potential risks that may result from this on 

hits by "enemy projectiles" in Qeshm, tomorrow night,'" said Fox News reporter international calls for restraint on the eve of 
Kargan and Sirik.The Iranian navy said it hit Trey Yingst, who spoke to the president. the World Cup, which the US is co-hosting 
two ships trying to sail through the Strait of and Iran is participating in.UN chief Antonio 'Playing us for suckers'
Hormuz, state television IRIB and the Mehr Guterres cautioned against a return to "full The second straight day of US attacks 
agency reported. Iranian media also war."Twenty-two countries including the followed Trump's complaint that Tehran's 
reported that Iran had attacked the US Fifth United States and European nations also negotiators were taking too long and 
Fleet in Bahrain, hitting communication warned Iran on Thursday to stop attacking 
antennas and radar facilities.After the new people "on our soil.""Attempts to kill, 
American air strikes "any vessel traffic kidnap, harass, intimidate, or otherwise 
through the Strait of Hormuz will be attack people on our soil, undermines 
targeted," the Khatam al-Anbiya command national sovereignty and international 
said, according to Tasnim news agency. The norms.  These act ions  must  s top 

WASHINGTON. (Agency) strait is now closed "completely closed to all immediately," they said in a joint statement
The United States launched a new wave of types of vessel," the command said.But US .Iran's UN Ambassador Amir Saeid Iravani, 
attacks against Iran on Wednesday night as Centcom denied this, saying "commercial meanwhile, rejected Trump's threat, saying 
efforts to end the three-month old war ships are continuing to transit in and out of "no sustainable deal can be reached through 
sputtered, and Tehran hit back saying it will the Strait of Hormuz tonight."President threats, intimidation, or the use of 
target any ship going through the Strait of Donald Trump said that as the bombing was force."But diplomacy had not collapsed 
Hormuz.US Central Command said underway Iranian leaders called him directly entirely, with Qatari negotiators traveling to 
American forces began "additional self- in the White House Situation Room and Tehran "to meet with the Iranians in an 
defense strikes" at 5:15 pm Washington asked him to halt the attack, Fox News "playing us for suckers." Earlier this week effort to bridge the remaining gaps," a 
time, early Thursday in Iran, against reported.Iran's Revolutionary Guards he had suggested a peace accord was just diplomat with knowledge of the situation 
multiple targets in Iran, in response to what quickly denied Iran made such a request, the days away."We hit them hard yesterday. said.The war began with massive US-Israeli 
it called Tehran's "unwarranted and IRNA news agency said.Trump said US We're going to hit them again hard today," strikes on Iran, rattling the region and global 
continued aggression."Iranian media forces hit Iran with 49 Tomahawk missiles Trump told reporters Wednesday morning. markets before an increasingly shaky truce 
reported explosions across the country's and some targets were as close as 40 miles "We were really close to a deal, but they keep took effect.The conflict has driven energy 
south near the Strait of Hormuz, the same (60 km) from Tehran, Fox said.If Iran does tapping us along."Defense Secretary Pete prices higher since Tehran retaliated by 
area where US forces had already not accept US terms for ending the three- Hegseth suggested the strikes could extend virtually closing the Strait of Hormuz, 
bombarded air defense, radar and other sites month-old war, "President Trump said, into a third night, saying they would be through which roughly a fifth of global oil 
on Tuesday. Iranian sources reported new quote, 'We'll bomb the S out of them "strong" and "clear."The escalation drew normally passes.

Philippine town seeks 
immediate airlift of  food to 
ease hunger in quake-hit 
villages

World. (Agency) 
President Donald Trump said Wednesday that the US 
military secretly helped 100 million barrels of oil pass 
through the Strait of Hormuz, which Iran largely closed 
in response to US and Israeli attacks."Last month, I 
directed our Great U.S. Military to execute a secret 
mission to support Oil Tankers and other Commercial 
Ships through the Strait of Hormuz," Trump said in a 
post on his Truth Social platform, claiming the US 
"controls" the waterway."Today, I am pleased to 
announce that this effort has resulted in more than 100 
MILLION Barrels of Oil making its way through the 
Strait, and into the Open Market," he said, adding that 
more than 200 commercial ships had gone through.The 
United States began a military operation -- dubbed 
Project Freedom -- to escort ships through the strait in 
early May, but scrapped it after just a day in what 
Trump described as a bid to end the Middle East war, 
which Washington and Israel launched on February 28.
US media reported later in May that the effort had 
resumed, but US Central Command, which is 
responsible for American forces in the Middle East, 
said at the time that reports the Navy had resumed 
"escorting or assisting commercial vessels" were false.

US renews Iran attacks, Tehran closes Strait of Hormuz
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agricultural distress, economic growth and federal contradictions are equally apparent. In West Bengal, the THE Monday meeting of the INDIA bloc was intended to 
Congress and the Trinamool Congress are project Opposition unity. Instead, it highlighted the 
rivals. In Punjab, the Congress and the AAP challenges of holding together a coalition of parties 
compete fiercely. In Kerala, the Congress-led with competing regional interests and political 
UDF and the CPI(M)-led LDF are political ambitions. The alliance faces the tough task of 
adversaries. Such state-level contests proving that it can offer a credible alternative to the 
i n e v i t a b l y  c o m p l i c a t e  n a t i o n a l  BJP-led NDA. The meeting’s decisions - including 
cooperation.While the presence of Mamata holding consultations more frequently, jointly 
Banerjee and Akhilesh Yadav lent weight to the raising concerns over the SIR of electoral rolls, 
gathering, the absence of the DMK and AAP seeking Union Education Minister Dharmendra 
underscored the difficulties of maintaining Pradhan’s resignation over examination 
cohesion in a coalition of diverse interests. Yet controversies and coordinating parliamentary 
the coalition should not be written off. It played strategy — reflect an effort to remain politically 
a significant role in preventing a BJP landslide relevant. However, these issues alone cannot 
in 2024 and remains an important platform for sustain a national coalition.The bloc’s central 
opposition coordination. If it hopes to endure, it weakness is that it remains united largely by 
must move beyond symbolism and develop a opposition to the BJP rather than by a shared 
clear policy agenda. Without greater cohesion governing vision. While criticism of the ruling 

relations. On these issues, the alliance has yet to and a shared vision, the alliance risks being taken party can bring diverse groups together, voters 
articulate a coherent common programme. Its internal seriously by the electorate.eventually seek answers on employment, inflation, 

Many colours in 
kaleidoscope of  democracy

Fix ESIC, don’t sell it

Fault lines: INDIA bloc’s search for relevance

Shiv Visvanathan

Democracy is a political discourse built on the 
poetics of difference. Everything, from a cliché to a 
policy of monoculture, tends to defeat both 
diversity and democracy. A philosopher friend of 
mine remarked that while the slogan ‘liberty, 
equality, fraternity’ may be critical, it is not 
complete. It needs a second triangle: ‘diversity, 
difference and dialogue’.To turn democracy into an 
everyday affair, of late, the logic of number has 
embodied an electoralism that has diminished the 
idea of difference. Electoral democracy has 
become a pursuit of majoritarianism and 
authoritarianism. Difference suddenly seems to 
have acquired a sense of impotence. But one has to 
emphasise that the difference provides both the 
identity and dynamics of democracy.Two stories 
illustrate the power of difference, the logic of 
variety. The first is about the scientist K S 
Krishnan, the first director of the National Physical 
Laboratory. I remember he had come home to visit 
my parents when I was 8. My younger sister sat 
regally on his lap in a pavada. Krishnan asked her 
quietly, “What colour is your pavada?” She quickly 
replied, “Red”. He smiled and said, “Red is a 
convent school colour. Sivappu encompasses more 
nuances, more shades than the standard Indian red 
can visualise.” He emphasised that when colour 
provided the gradient of difference, it came 
impregna ted  wi th  mul t ip le  meanings .  
Standardising colour was not the answer to 
difference. Colour, in the sense, is not just a 
nominal difference. It implicates the social and 
adds a sense of responsibility. This was brought out 
brilliantly by the scientist C V Seshadri. He pointed 
out that obsolescence threatened diversity. That 
natural indigo disappeared with the emergence of 
the synthetic dye. But Seshadri showed how 
Uzramma and the Dastkar group reconstructed the 
original dye by working with craftsmen’s 
memories. The dye, they explained, were a set of 
relationships, a way of work, of livelihood, and a 
life-world of relationships. The dye from memory 
became a reinvention. Colour added its own 
political implications.One wants to emphasise that 
both these anecdotes show the critical life-giving 
nature of difference and diversity. Difference 
creates a gradient of possibilities that makes new 
alternatives possible.It is in this context that one 
remembers the legend of Nikolai Vavilov, one of 
the pioneering scientists of genetic diversity. For 
Vavilov, diversity was both life-giving and critical. 
Stalin condemned him ideologically for it and sent 
him to a gulag, where he was tortured over 400 
times. But in immaculate clerical style, his 
briefcase was sent back to his office. When his 
office staff opened it, they found a new set of plants 
that had never been classified. For democracy, 
thus, difference and diversity were not just formal 
properties but life-giving parts of evolution. 
A second set of points on a more cultural angle was 
made by the Kannada author U R Ananthamurthy, 
who pointed out that translation mediated 
difference. The author pointed out an interesting 
riddle. A book like the Ramayana exists in over 300 
variations. In fact, translation here expresses the 
poetics of difference and the geography of 
vernacular imaginations. The solution doesn’t lie 
in producing a Tulsidas Ramayana. One must 
produce multiple Ramayanas to capture the 
differences. Ananthamurthy stated that’s how the 
power of the vernacular and the local returns to 
story-telling. The standardised no longer expresses 
an affinity to truth.The second great emphasis on 
difference and diversity came from the logic of 
memory. Memory is not an item of the past. It is an 
inherent part of living rhythms in most cultures. 
Orality is still crucial today and memory can blind 
one. During the independence movement, Anand 
Coomaraswamy argued that Indian nationalism 
must fight a guerilla war against the museum.

The Israeli PM dragged Tehran back into confrontation on the 100th day of Operation Epic Fury by defying the US President to bomb 
Lebanon. Although Trump is desperate to get the Strait of Hormuz reopened, his focus on the issue may not stay sharp

from that vision. The NHS became a respected public maternity wage replacement, disability pension or Ajit Ranade
institution. The ESIC, despite a similar foundation, has occupational disease. A worker disabled at 28 may need 
suffered from neglect, weak governance and poor user support for 40 years. A disease like silicosis may appear THE latest Sample Registration System data should worry 
experience. That is a failure of execution. decades after exposure. These are not risks that private every policymaker. In 2024, nearly half of all recorded 

insurers will carry at affordable premiums. They require a deaths in India occurred without medical attention from a The weaknesses are real. Workers complain of queues, 
statutory, mandatory, pooled system.Experience with trained professional. This is up from 18% in 2020. The poor information, lack of medicines, slow referrals, 
private healthcare should also caution us. Even under proportion was even higher in rural India, and in states indifferent staff and long delays in cash benefits. Safe in 
publicly funded schemes, private providers can cherry-such as Bihar, it was close to two-thirds. These are not India (SII) Foundation’s work with injured workers in 
pick profitable cases, induce unnecessary procedures, merely mortality statistics. They are a measure of how far Haryana and Maharashtra shows how serious the problem 
dispute reimbursement rates and leave patients with out-formal healthcare remains from the lives of ordinary is. Among more than 8,000 injured workers, it assisted, 
of-pocket costs despite cashless promises.The reform Indians.This is the background against which we must 73% waited more than six months for temporary disability 
agenda should be practical. First, simplify the worker-examine the Employees' State Insurance Corporation benefits and 78% waited more than a year for permanent 
facing process. Accident reporting, claims, referrals, (ESIC). There is discussion about reforming it. Reform is disability benefits. In Manesar, many workers had to pay 
disability assessment and benefit-tracking must be overdue. But it must not become a coded word for privately even for basic diagnostics such as ultrasounds.

redesigned around the worker. Second, publish privatisation, outsourcing or handing 
enforceable service standards: claim-to-over a social security institution to 
payment timelines, medicine availability, private insurers and hospital 
waiting time, referral turnaround and facility-c h a i n s . T h e  E S I C  i s  o f t e n  
wise performance. Third, strengthen primary misunderstood as just another health 
care in every major industrial cluster so workers insurance scheme. It is much more 
do not bypass the system out of frustration. than that. It is a social insurance 
Fourth, fix human resources: doctors, system for low-income workers in the 
specialists, nurses, technicians and managers formal economy. It combines medical 
must be available where workers live and work. care with income protection. It covers 
Fifth, deploy digital tools for appointments, sickness, maternity, disability, 
health records, telemedicine and real-time claim workplace injury, dependants' 
tracking. But digital literacy should not become benefit, unemployment support and 
a new barrier.The ESIC must become more lifelong pension in cases of 
accountable to workers, and also employers, permanent disablement. For a worker 
especially MSMEs. Its boards and state bodies earning Rs 15,000 a month, the 
need stronger representation of workers, annual contribution is about Rs 7,200, 
including contract workers, along with spl i t  between employer  and 
employers, government and independent health employee. For that, the worker and 
experts. There should be independent family receive medical care without 
performance audits, social audits, actuarial monetary ceilings, plus cash benefits 
reviews and public dashboards. Employer that no ordinary private insurance 
compliance must be enforced: every worker product provides.Workplace injuries 
should be registered, must receive an e-remain seriously under-reported and 

But this is exactly why the ESIC needs repair, not Pehchaan card and have accidents reported on time.The under-addressed. An ESIC system that ensures quick 
surrender.The case for privatisation rests on attractive wage ceiling should be raised and indexed periodically to treatment, wage compensation, rehabilitation and 
words: choice, efficiency, competition and scale. But for inflation. Coverage should extend to construction, gig and disability support prevents injured workers from falling 
low-wage workers, "choice" is often illusory. Many platform workers. The ESIC corpus must be used for into poverty. It also helps them return to work sooner. 
workers are migrants, on short contracts, poorly informed workers’ promised benefits and not diverted Workers’ health is productive capital.The scale is large. 
and dependent on employers for registration. SII’s elsewhere.India’s healthcare crisis is caused by too little The ESIC covers about 3.84 crore insured persons and, 
experience shows that 16% of injured workers were effective public provision. When nearly half of all deaths with their families, nearly 14.91 crore beneficiaries — 
registered with the ESIC only after an accident, and 64% occur without trained medical attention, the answer cannot one-tenth of India’s population. It has a large hospital 
received ESI cards only after injury. Mandatory be to weaken one of the few statutory systems meant for network, medical colleges, land assets and a corpus 
registration must be properly enforced. workers. The answer is to make it work.Fix the ESIC. exceeding Rs 1 lakh crore. It is one of the most under-used 
Nor can private insurance replicate the ESIC’s benefit Professionalise it. Make it transparent. Use private public social infrastructure assets.Its intellectual history is 
basket. A private family floater of Rs 5 lakh may cost Rs expertise where necessary, but on the ESIC’s terms. also worth recalling. Britain’s National Health Service 
15,000 to Rs 30,000 a year and usually covers only Preserve the public character of the scheme. A revitalised emerged from the Beveridge vision of social security. In 
hospitalisation, with exclusions, waiting periods and sub- ESIC can become a model for broader social health India, Prof BP Adarkar designed a similar framework for 
limits. It does not cover outpatient care, wage loss, protection in India.industrial workers in the 1940s. The ESI Act of 1948 came 

A revitalised employees' insurance scheme can become a model for broader social health protection in India

opening of the Strait of Hormuz, which has become an its long-term objectives of neutralising Hezbollah and negotiate a denuclearisation plan; however, any actual R Swaminathan
urgent priority for Trump, he immediately forced toppling the Iranian regime—as evidenced by economic sanctions relief or the unfreezing of Iranian 
Netanyahu to stop bombarding Beirut. The US also hosted Netanyahu’s public defiance of Trump to ensure his own assets will remain linked to Iran’s concrete actions to Sunday, the hundredth day of Operation Epic Fury—the 
trilateral negotiations early this month where Israel and domestic survival and sabotage an MoU Israel considers dismantle its nuclear program during the second phase. joint military campaign launched by the US and Israel 
Lebanon agreed on a truce, contingent on complete counter to its interests—the reality remains that without a Notably, Rubio did not list the curtailment of Iran’s against Iran—turned out to be one of dramatic 
cessation of fire by Hezbollah and its evacuation from continuous supply of US interceptors, Israel cannot missile programme or its regional proxy support as developments. It started with Israel attacking a stronghold 
South Lebanon. They also agreed to establish pilot zones sustain its defensive or offensive capabilities with explicit prerequisites for lifting sanctions.What Rubio of Hezbollah in Beirut in response to earlier missile and 
in South Lebanon where the Lebanese Armed Forces conveyed to the US Congress was similar to drone attacks on northern Israel. Iran, which had 
would assume full control. This, however, was Trump’s April 8 ceasefire announcement. forewarned Israel, responded with measured missile 
immediately rejected by Hezbollah, demanding full However, unlike the April announcement attacks on northern Israel. The day ended with a stern 
withdrawal of the IDF from South Lebanon, roughly which established a temporary two-week telephone call from President Donald Trump to Prime 
10 percent of the nation’s territory. The Israeli window to halt hostilities and initiate talks, Minister ‘Bibi’ Netanyahu not to retaliate. But Netanyahu 
ground invasion of Lebanon in recent days is deeply discussions under the current framework will defied Trump to attack Tehran, Isfahan and Tabriz on 
reminiscent of its 1982 campaign. Both military be based on a  formal  two-phase Sunday night. Reciprocal strikes continued the next day, 
interventions were launched by Israel under the understanding.The US’s concession to Iran’s with the Houthi forces escalating their involvement. 
banner of ‘national security’ with the stated goals of insistence for a two-phased peace deal is However, later in the day, Iran officially announced the 
neutralising cross-border threats, protecting northern notable. In return, Iran has relented on its end of its military operations against Israel following a 
Israeli communities, and establishing a buffer zone demand for a total cessation of hostilities as a public push by Trump for a ceasefire, but confirming it 
in southern Lebanon. Much like the 1982 Operation mandatory prerequisite for entering the would respond with severe strikes if Israel continued its 
Peace for Galilee, which culminated in a brutal three- second phase. Further, on the issue of Iran’s offensive operations. It is significant that while Iran had 
month siege of Beirut, the current conflict has insistence to unfreeze at least half of its $12 earlier warned that it would escalate by striking both US 
witnessed massive aerial bombardments of the billion assets held in Qatari banks, Doha has and Israeli assets, not only did it confine its attacks to 
Lebanese capital, catastrophic infrastructure successfully negotiated a complex via media Israel, but also heeded Trump’s call to stop the attacks.The 
damage, and the displacement of more than one to grant a $6 billion Qatari line of credit hopes for ending the war, which had seemed imminent 
million civilians—amounting to roughly one-fifth of restricted to Iran purchasing humanitarian two weeks ago, were dashed by Israel’s major military 

impunity. In addition to ceasefire in Lebanon being a Lebanon’s population.Historically, while the 1982 and civilian goods.Despite a severe economic crisis, Iran attacks in southern Lebanon. When Netanyahu ordered 
major stumbling block, the prerequisites for a US-Iran invasion forced the exit of Palestinian militants, it can sustain the status quo for several more months, given Israel Defense Forces in southern Lebanon to advance 
peace pact as detailed by Secretary Marco Rubio during ultimately trapped the IDF in a costly, low-intensity war its well-established resistance economy. But if the towards Beirut, Iran immediately suspended the exchange 
his congressional testimony last week remain a hurdle. He against a newly emerged Hezbollah. This occupation stalemate at Hormuz drags on for another month or two, of messages with the US for concluding a memorandum 
specified that the MoU with Iran would establish a two-ended only in May 2000 when, facing rising casualties, energy analysts project that oil prices could hit $120-150 a of understanding, insisting that a ceasefire across all 
phase approach: first, the US would lift its naval blockade Israel executed a hasty, unilateral withdrawal that left a barrel; if the Houthis close Bab-el-Mandeb, the price may fronts including Lebanon was a prerequisite. Tehran also 
in exchange for Iran unconditionally reopening the Strait strategic vacuum that Hezbollah rapidly filled. History shoot up further. Thus, it is essential for Trump to resolve threatened it would also close the Bab-el-Mandeb at one 
of Hormuz. Under this first phase, Iran must also pledge to may not repeat itself. Although Israel remains focused on the Lebanon imbroglio to conclude the MoU.   end of the Red Sea.As Iran’s decision would further delay 

Cooling Epic Fury despite Bibi

Its central weakness is that it remains united largely by opposition to the BJP rather than by a shared governing vision
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New Delhi: The Delhi
Police have formed multiple
teams to trace Jai Mishra,
who is absconding in connec-
tion with the devastating fire
at Flourish Stay B&B in
Malviya Nagar, an official
said on Friday. Investigators
have intensified efforts to
find Mishra, who is believed
to have played a key role in
the operation and manage-
ment of the hotel where the
blaze broke out on
Wednesday morning. Police
sources said several teams
have been deployed to vari-
ous locations in Delhi and
neighbouring states to track
him down. “Technical sur-
veillance and other investiga-
tive methods are also being
used to determine his where-
abouts,” the officer said. As
part of the probe, the police
are also searching for hotel
employees and other work-
ers who were present at or
associated with the establish-
ment. Investigators aim to
record their statements to

piece together the sequence
of events leading up to the
fire and gather information
about the hotel’s operations,
he said. The probe is focus-
ing on several aspects,
including compliance with
safety regulations, building’s
layout, emergency exit
arrangements, and the cir-
cumstances that led to guests
becoming trapped inside the
premises. The police have
already questioned several
individuals linked to the hotel
and examined documents
related to the property.
Statements of survivors and
eyewitnesses are also being
recorded. Meanwhile, the
police said hotel owner
Lavkesh Bajaj had been
booked earlier for allegedly
violating safety norms at the
establishment. The Delhi
Police said on Thursday that
an FIR had been registered
against Bajaj in 2024 over the
absence of mandatory safety
measures, including CCTV
cameras and metal detectors.

The revelation comes after
emergency exit arrange-
ments, and the circum-
stances that led to guests
becoming trapped inside the
premises. The police have
already questioned several
individuals linked to the hotel
and examined documents
related to the devastating fire
swept through the building,

claiming 21 lives, including
several foreign nationals.
Preliminary probe points to
short circuit as the cause of
deadly fire. However, electric
stoves, ovens and other appli-
ances recovered from the
premises are also being
examined for possible faults.
The police have sought
records from the civic

authorities, electricity
providers and district offi-
cials regarding approvals,

power connections and other
documents linked to the
property.

Delhi cops launch manhunt to
trace hotel manager
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all."Tharp said he felt like he was "going 
pretty fast"."The last three hurdles were kind 
of iffy," he said."I was like, 'Whoa, I'm 
coming up kind of fast'."I thought maybe 
12.97 or 12.98 and match the (NCAA) speed 
record. But to see that ... I'm speechless, 

with a legal tailwind of one meter per second LOS ANGELES (Agency)  seriously."While he did not have a world 
sec, also shattered Grant Holloway's NCAA Ja'Kobe Tharp clocked 12.75sec to smash the record in mind, Tharp said he "really wanted 
collegiate record of 12.98sec set in 2019.The 110m hurdles world record during heats at to make a statement".Having achieved that 
20-year-old Auburn University standout t h e  N C A A c o l l e g i a t e  a t h l e t i c s  he can now focus on Friday's final, in which 
came into the meeting with a personal best of championships in Eugene, Oregon, on he'll try to become the first athlete since 
13.01sec.He took more than a quarter of a Wednesday.Tharp wiped out the long- Olympic champion Holloway in 2019 to win 
second off that mark.”I knew I had that in my standing previous record of 12.80sec set by a second straight NCAA crown in the event.
legs," Tharp told reporters."But it wasn't on fellow American Aries Merritt in Brussels on "I'm trying to focus on what's here in front of 
my bingo card before this meet, not at September 7, 2012.The performance, run me," he said.

time, many supporters seem almost as usually the month when the game 
concerned about what could go wrong temporarily convinces us that nothing else 
around the tournament as they are about what matters quite as much as a perfectly weighted 
might happen on the pitch.That feels like a 90 minutes plus added time.Yet as the FIFA 

World Cup 2026 finally arrives, 
football’s biggest celebration does 
so carrying a level of baggage that 
few editions before it have had to 
deal with.
At the centre of it all are 
geopolitical tensions that have 
s t e a d i l y  c r e p t  i n t o  t h e  
tournament’s orbit. The ongoing 

IRVINE, Calif. (Agency)  
conflict involving the United 

The World Cup is a true celebration of States and Iran has transformed 
football and humanity.” what should have been a routine 
Oh, Peter Drury. We have come a long Wor ld  Cup  bu i ld -up  in to  
way since 2010.Usually, the final few something far more complicated. 
days before a World Cup are reserved for Iran and other teams have had to 
the important debates. Who are the navigate visa concerns, logistical 
favourites? Is this finally Lionel Messi’s uncertainty and even made teams 
last dance? Can Cristiano Ronaldo relocate sites of their preparations, 

strange sentence to write about a World Cup.somehow do it one more time? Which and questions around who can enter the host 
For generations, this tournament has been teenager is about to become football’s next nation and under what conditions have 
football’s grand event that arrives every four superstar? Which dark horse is about to ruin become the bigger part of the build-up.
years and sends the fandom into a frenzy. It is somebody else’s summer?Until 2026.This 

FIFA World Cup arrives broken. 
Can football fix it again?

New Delhi (Agency)  
Delhi-born all-rounder Nikhil Chaudhary is in 
line to become the first Indian-born man to 
represent Australia in international cricket 
since 1964 after being named in the country's 
squad for the upcoming T20I series against 
Bangladesh.The 30-year-old earned his 
maiden call-up after Australia drafted him into 
the squad as a replacement for Travis Head, 
who has been granted personal leave. While 
Chaudhary is yet to play international cricket, 
his performances for the Hobart Hurricanes in 
the Big Bash League and Tasmania in 
domestic cricket have pushed him into 
national selection calculations.
WHO IS NIKHIL CHAUDHARY?
Born and raised in Delhi, Chaudhary began 
his career in India and represented Punjab in 
domestic cricket. He featured in 14 white-ball 
matches for the state side, sharing the dressing 
room with players such as Harbhajan Singh, 
Shubman Gill and Abhishek Sharma. He also 

had a trial stint with Mumbai Indians before 
his career took a different direction.His move 
to Australia came during the COVID-19 
pandemic. Chaudhary had traveled to 
Queensland to visit his uncle, but international 
travel restrictions extended his stay and 
opened up an opportunity to pursue cricket in 
Australia. Over the next few years, he worked 
his way through the domestic ranks and 
established himself as a regular performer for 
Tasmania and the Hobart Hurricanes
Chaudhary played a role in Hobart 
Hurricanes' BBL title-winning campaign and 
enjoyed his most productive season with the 
bat last summer. He scored 307 runs at an 
average of 30.70 and a strike rate of 153. 
While his bowling opportunities were reduced 
following the arrival of wrist-spinners .

blistering 68 off 36 balls from Richa Ghosh. starting its campaign in one of cricket's World Cup title. Their best performance came New Delhi. (Agency)  
While Harmanpreet felt the team fell short biggest rivalries."What a way to start it. in 2020 when they reached the final before India captain Harmanpreet Kaur has promised 
because of a lack of partnerships during the Pakistan in Birmingham. That is going to be a losing to Australia. The 2026 edition is the a fearless approach as her side prepares to 
chase, she was encouraged by the biggest Women's T20 World Cup in histry, begin its ICC Women's T20 World Cup 2026 
wicketkeeper-batter's form and ability to featuring 12 teams for the first time.Hosts campaign against arch-rivals Pakistan at 
change the course of a game single-handedly. England qualified automatically, while India, Edgbaston in Birmingham on Sunday.

Australia, South Africa, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, "I think it's about partnerships and I think we With the warm-up matches done, the focus 
West Indies and New Zealand secured direct missed them. Only Richa played a blinder. In now shifts to the main event for Team India. 
qualification through the rankings. T20 cricket, you need a few partnerships in Harmanpreet's side heads into the tournament 
Bangladesh,  Scot land,  I reland and the middle, which we missed today, but it's after a mixed build-up, registering a 
tournament debutants Netherlands advanced good to see how Richa batted," she said.The convincing win over West Indies before 
through the global qualifiers.A total of 33 India captain also revealed that the team suffering a narrow five-run defeat to hosts 
matches will be played across seven venues in management had used the warm-up fixtures England in a last-over thriller. Despite the 
England. The semi-finals are scheduled for to ensure every member of the squad got an loss, the skipper believes the team has gained 
June 30 and July 2, while the final will be held opportunity before the tournament began.valuable confidence ahead of the tournament 
at Lord's on July 5.INDIA SQUAD FOR "We wanted to give everyone a fair chance opener."These two practice games have given 
WOMEN'S T20 WORLD CUP: Harmanpreet before the first game, and I think everybody us a lot of confidence. And even today, even sensational atmosphere. We are really looking 
Kaur (captain), Smriti Mandhana, Shafali got one," she added.India have been placed in though we lost the game, Richa's batting was a forward to that," she said.The skipper made it 
Verma, Jemimah Rodrigues, Bharti Fulmali, Group A alongside Pakistan, Australia, South big positive for us. That's a big belief that if we clear that India would look to play positive 
Deepti Sharma, Richa Ghosh, Shree Charani, Africa, Bangladesh and the Netherlands, with stay on the pitch, we can turn the game cricket from the outset."Hopefully, we'll play 
Yastika Bhatia, Nandani Sharma, Arundhati the clash against Pakistan expected to attract a anytime," Harmanpreet said after the England fearless cricket in our first game," 
Reddy, Renuka Singh, Kranti Gaud, packed crowd at Edgbaston. Harmanpreet warm-up match.India came close to chasing Harmanpreet said.India enter the tournament 
Shreyanka Patil and Radha Yadav.said the team was relishing the prospect of down 172 against England thanks to a still searching for their maiden Women's T20 

SPORTS

dressing room not knowing Smriti Mandhana not come easy, especially for someone who 2024 and September 2025. With every 
was there too.“When I went, I just saw Smriti had seen nothing but success till the big injury setback, doubts and insecurities crept in. But in 
and then I hugged her. And then tears started setback in late 2024. time, she made peace with the fact that she 
rolling down,” Patil recalled in a conversation missed a season of WPL, and watched her From the time she came through the ranks in 
with this daily after the South Africa tour. teammates and friends lift the ODI World Cup Karnataka cricket, Patil has been the golden-

trophy from afar. It helped that she had her As someone not afraid to be vulnerable, Patil eyed star. The young off-spinning all-rounder 
close people around — from coach Arjun Dev wanted to let it all out. And in Mandhana, one 
to Mandhana, Jemimah Rodrigues, Arundhati of her close friends and Royal Challengers 
Reddy, Kanika Ahuja and Renuka Singh Bengaluru skipper, she found a shoulder to cry 
Thakur — and she also got to interact with on. “She is someone who understands me very 
some of the male cricketers at the BCCI well. I cried in front of her. She was like ‘I'm 

proud of you that you're here (doing) what you New Delhi,. (Agency)  Centre of Excellence. In empathising with 
their journeys, Patil started to reflect on her Moments after India beat Australia in the first love doing. I know you will win games for 
own cricket, her limits, skills, strengths and of the three T20Is at the Sydney Cricket India. There is no doubt about it’. She kept 
how to react in certain situations and why she Ground earlier this year, Shreyanka Patil saying such things which genuinely came from 
doesn’t have to do everything all at found herself wandering into the dressing her heart,” she remembers.Soon after, Patil 
once.“Cricket, I think more or less, I have room alone. At least she thought she was.The became calm and moved on. It is one of the 
kept it very similar to what I was doing before rain-interrupted match ended in the favour of many things she had been consciously telling 
the injury phase because that has given me a the visitors (21 runs (DLS method)), but Patil, herself during her time away from the game. 
lot of success. on her comeback, had gone for 24 runs in two “Be happy and grateful that you're just back on 

overs. After being out of the team for more the field, doing what you love doing. When you ask me about mentally, I think I am 
than a year due to injuries, she had landed in Whenever you are fit, in that mental space, just still wanting to be a little more calmer under 

who made one sit and up watch every time the Australia filled with hopes of a fairytale return. enjoy yourself. Results will come one day. You pressure. Obviously, the decision making 
ball left her hand. She moved up the ranks in For her, it had felt like making her India debut will get fifer one day. You might get hit for 50 shouldn't go wrong. You can't be 100 per cent. 
India A, got picked by RCB in the 2023 all over again. The nerves were there, wearing runs on another. You have to understand and be Now, if I am 40 per cent, can I get to 70 per 
Women’s Premier League, made her India the blue clothing again, but having done the okay to fail. You always don't get the success cent? That's again your personal choice, how 
debut later that year, won the title with RCB hard yards and ticked all the boxes in the you want. Yes, you have to look forward to that badly you want it. Sometimes, I don't feel like 
before going to her maiden T20 World Cup in training leading up to the first T20I, she had but also understand the setbacks, failure, and doing it. But if you have to be the greatest all-
2024.Then came the injuries, one after another hoped for things to go her way. When that did get out of it as soon as possible.”Telling rounder, you have to push in that extra yard. 
every time she came close to playing again not happen, she did not know how to react. yourself that is one thing. But practising is a Mentally again, (Arjun) sir keeps putting me 
meant Patil was out of action between October completely different challenge. And that did under pressure. Disturbed and heartbroken, she entered the 

India will play fearless cricket at T20 World 
Cup: Harmanpreet before Pakistan clash

INTERVIEW | You have to look forward to success but also understand and 
be okay to fail: Shreyanka Patil has her eyes set on T20 World Cup title

Ja'Kobe Tharp smashes 110m hurdles 
world record at NCAA championships

IRVINE, Calif. (Agency)  
Los Angeles 2028 organisers are working closely 
with authorities to avoid a repeat of the visa 
complications and entry denials that have already 
affected stakeholders at the FIFA World Cup co-
hosted by the United States, IOC president Kirsty 
Coventry said on Wednesday.Speaking in 
Lausanne after a meeting of the IOC Executive 
Board, Coventry said the effort was aimed at 
ensuring the Olympic Games do not encounter 
the same access issues that have emerged around 
another major sporting event being staged in the 
country.The concern is far from hypothetical. 
Visa-related problems have already surfaced 
ahead of the World Cup, which begins on 
Thursday across the United States, Canada and 
Mexico. At the same Lausanne meeting, the IOC 
Executive Board also approved a proposal to add 
ski mountaineering to the 2030 Winter Olympics 
in the French Alps while deciding against the 
inclusion of crossover sports such as cyclocross 
for now."I am confident that in two years we will 

be able to overcome a number of the challenges 
that the World Cup is facing right now. But I think 
that also takes collaboration and learning," 
Coventry said.IOC sports director Pierre Ducrey 
said dedicated teams within the Los Angeles 
organising committee were already working on 
the issue."They have an office in Washington, 
there is a strong relationship they are building 
with the authorities, with the right agencies that 
will have to be involved in this process," Ducrey 
said.He added that part of the effort involved 
giving government agencies a clearer 
understanding of who would be traveling to the 
Games and the roles they would play.
“I think it's also a lot about explaining who is 
going to be coming, the profile of the people, the 
role they have to play so that we can also spend a 
lot of time educating the agencies and make sure 
we are all on the same page regarding what is 
going to happen in 2028."

LA 2028 working to avoid 
repeat of World Cup visa 
issues in US: IOC chief

New Delhi,. (Agency)  
PV Sindhu walked onto court at the 
Quaycentre in Sydney on Thursday not feeling 
entirely herself. Something minor, she'd say 
later - but enough to want someone in her 
corner. The problem was the player across the 
net was Isharani Baruah. A compatriot. Calling 
her coach felt, to Sindhu, like tipping the 
scales. So she didn't.Venkata Datta Sai, a 
sports fanatic, data scientist, and as of 
Thursday, accidental badminton coach, 
arrived in the box as emotional support. He left 
having earned two warnings from the referee, 
having read Baruah's game point-by-point by 
the second game, and having been described 
by his wife, with some reluctance, as 
"annoyingly decent.""Came in as emotional 
support, got two warnings from the ref, 
somehow escaped without a card, and by the 
second game was reading Isha point by point 
almost to the tee. Helps to have a complete 
sports fanatic as a husband sometimes," 
Sindhu said in a post on X.She needed 42 
minutes to see off Baruah 22-20, 21-12, 
booking her place in the quarterfinals of the 

Australian Open Super 500. It was not 
straightforward – particularly the first game, 
where the World No. 39 matched the third seed 
point for point and briefly looked capable of 
stealing it. Sindhu held her nerve in the closing 
exchanges, edging a tense opener that could 
have gone either way.From there, she took 
over. The second game had the look of a player 
who had settled something in her own head – 
Sindhu dictating rallies, opening up an early 
lead and never really allowing Baruah back in. 
The 21-12 scoreline flattered the margin.
The result continued what has been a quietly 
resurgent run. This was Sindhu's fifth 
quarterfinal of the year. Last week, she 
returned to the world's top ten for the first time 
in nearly three years – a milestone that arrived 
without fanfare but meant something. The title 
drought, stretching back to the Syed Modi 
International in 2024, remains. But the 
scaffolding of form is back.Next up is Chinese 
Taipei's Chen Su Yu in the last eight – a sterner 
examination than Thursday, and one where the 
coaching box will presumably be occupied by 
someone with fewer warnings on their record.

Nikhil Chaudhary could 
become first Indian-born 

man to represent 
Australia since 1964

PV Sindhu's husband becomes 
an accidental coach. She has 

plenty to Sai about it

ZThe 20-year-old Auburn 
University standout came into 
the meeting with a personal 

best of  13.01sec.

ZIn England for her second 
global event, the all-rounder 
opens up about the time away, 
her support system, comeback 
and more

 

The wait is over. Football's grandest stage 
is set once again. Yet before the spotlight 
turns to Lionel Messi, Cristiano Ronaldo 
and a new generation eager to make its 
mark, the 2026 FIFA World Cup arrives 
under a cloud of  scrutiny, carrying more 
off-field questions than any tournament 
would want on the eve of  kick-off.
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New Delhi.(Agency) No Penalty will be levied on premature (B) Deposits
closure of FCNR Fixed Deposit. With The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) had on HDFC Bank announced to increase 
effect from July 22nd, 2023, the interest June 8, introduced a US Dollar-Rupee interest rates on its Foreign Currency 
rate applicable for premature withdrawal Forex Swap Facility for fresh FCNR (B) Non-Resident (FCNR) deposits. The 
including Partial Withdrawal on FCNR deposits, mobilised for a minimum tenor FCNR) deposits for three years to five 

of three years and maximum years tenors and above have been 
tenor of five years.RBI has said hiked to 6 percent. The latest rates 
that the Swap Facility comes into are applicable from 10 June 2026, 
effect immediately and will HDFC Bank website says. It must 
remain open up to October 16, be noted that HDFC FCNR deposit 
2026 for deposits mobilized booked for 3 to 5 years tenure will 
between the date of this circular have a lockin period of 1 year. This 
and September 30, 2026.The will be applicable to deposit booked 
swap facility will be available to between June 10,  2026 to 
the AD Category I banks for fresh September 30, 2026.Further, 
FCNR(B) deposits mobilized in HDFC Bank mentions that existing 
any freely convertible currency, FCNR deposits booked under GBP, 
including deposits that are EURO & JPY currencies for the 

Deposits will be the rate on the date of renewed upon maturity, for a minimum tenor 1 year 1 day to 5 year and which are 
deposit booked for the period for which tenor of three years and maximum tenor due for auto renewal will be auto 
deposit remained with the bank and not of five years. However, the swap facility renewed for 1 year tenor by default.No 
at the contracted rate," HDFC Bank with RBI will be available in US Dollars interest will be paid if the FCNR Deposit 
website says.Swap Facility for FCNR only," said the RBI circular.is prematurely withdrawn before 1 year. 

From PAN, TDS to tax regime: 7 Form 16 
checks you can't miss before filing ITR

Gold and silver are falling from their peaks. 
3 things investors must do now

No E30 at pumps yet, so why has India 
exempted higher ethanol petrol from tax?

New Delhi.(Agency)
In a move that highlights how artificial intelligence 
is reshaping global operations, US real estate 
technology company OpenDoor has decided to 
wind down its India-based operations, affecting 
nearly 250 employees as it shifts towards smaller 
AI-native teams in the United States.
In a note shared with employees, OpenDoor 
executive Kaz Nejatian said the company had 
nearly 250 employees in India when it launched 
OpenDoor 2.0 a few months ago. "Over the last few 
months, some of these jobs have been relocated 
back to the United States," he said."Today, we are 
finalising bringing these roles closer to our 
customers in America and beginning the process of 
winding down our India-based operations. This 
affects all of our colleagues in India who have done 
meaningful work for OpenDoor," Nejatian 
wrote.He added that the move was not a reflection 
of the quality of work done by the India team.
"Our colleagues in India are great people, and we 
recommend them to anyone hiring," he said.
WHY OPENDOOR IS MAKING THIS CHANGE
Explaining the reason behind the decision, Nejatian 
said OpenDoor had built a large team in India over 
the years to handle "manual workflows across 
fragmented systems".However, the company said 
its operations had changed after it unified these 
systems and created "small AI-native customer-
facing teams throughout the US"."Our customers 
are in America, and the operational work we do for 
them is best done close to them," Nejatian said.He 
added that OpenDoor 2.0 would become "a much 
smaller company by headcount, but a much larger 
company by impact"."Our people, aided by the 
tools we have built, will own more, build more, and 
have broader scope than ever before," he wrote.The 
company said the restructuring would also simplify 
operations with fewer tools, fewer steps and fewer 
workarounds. It plans to build a single platform 
where employees can track a home's journey 
through buying, renovation and selling, while 
removing manual workflows built on top of 
separate point solutions.
A T U R N I N G  P O I N T  F O R  I N D I A ' S  
OUTSOURCING MODEL?
The decision has triggered a debate about whether 
advances in artificial intelligence could alter the 
outsourcing model that has made India a global 
technology and operations hub.Commenting on the 
move, a user wrote on X that OpenDoor's decision 
to lay off its 200-plus India-based offshore team 
and replace them with smaller AI-native teams in 
the US could be a "watershed moment in AI Ops".
"It shows how advancements in frontier models are 
paying off and how it affects the cost arbitrage that 
m a d e  I n d i a  a  p o p u l a r  o f f s h o r i n g  
destination,"Keshav Lohia wrote.

BUSINESS

OpenDoor lays off  entire 
India team of  250 in AI-

driven overhaul

single document. It isn't.According to calculation.New Delhi.(Agency)
Mrinal Mehta, Joint Secretary at Every year, as soon as Form 16 lands in CHECK YOUR PAN, ASSESSMENT 
Bombay Chartered Accountants'  our inboxes, many of us breathe a sigh of YEAR AND SALARY FIGURES
Society, taxpayers should view Form 16 relief. After all, it contains our salary This may sound basic, but experts say it 
as two separate documents."Part A is the details, tax deductions and the is one of the most overlooked areas.
TDS certificate generated from the calculations prepared by the employer. It Anita Basrur, Partner, Direct Taxation, 

feels like the perfect document to Sudit K. Parekh & Co LLP, said 
simply upload and file the return. employees should verify that the PAN, 
But that assumption can be costly. assessment year, gross salary and TDS 

figures are correctly reflected.Imagine I have come across several cases where 
discovering after filing that your PAN taxpayers received notices, lost out on 
was entered incorrectly. The tax deductions or ended up paying 
deducted by your employer may not get additional tax because they overlooked 
linked to your account properly, small details hidden in Form 16. A 
po ten t ia l ly  a ffec t ing  your  t ax  wrong PAN, a mismatch in TDS, 
credit.Employees should also ensure that income missing from the return, or even 
the gross salary mentioned in Form 16 choosing the wrong tax regime can 
matches their payslips and annual salary create problems later.So, I spoke to tax TRACES portal, while Part B is the 
records.experts to understand the common annexure prepared by the employer 

mistakes employees make and the ENSURE TDS WAS NOT JUST containing salary details and tax 
checks they should undertake before D E D U C T E D ,  B U T  A L S O  computation," he explained.In Part A, 
filing their Income Tax Return (ITR) for DEPOSITEDemployees should verify their PAN, the 
Assessment Year (AY) 2026-27. Many taxpayers only check whether tax employer's TAN and whether the TDS 
Here's what they had to say. was deducted from their salary.However, shown matches what was deducted from 

experts say the more important question DON'T JUST READ FORM 16. their salary. In Part B, they should check 
is whether the employer deposited that UNDERSTAND ITS TWO PARTS the salary break-up, exemptions, 
tax with the government.Many employees treat Form 16 as a deductions and taxable income 

Mumbai.(Agency)
 IndusInd Bank has announced that effective from 15 
June 2026, there will be changes with regards to credit 
card payment charges. IndusInd Bank credit 
cardholders across several product categories will be 
impacted by the changes that pertain to late payment, 
fuel transaction fee, Dynamic Currency Conversion 
fee and Transaction fees on Transport.IndusInd Bank 
has said hat if a card member has been making partial 
payments, but in the current month has paid in full on 
or before the due date, the closing balance as per the 
previous statement will continue to accrue interest 
until the date of payment. This interest will be 
collected in the following month’s statement. Card 
members will only benefit from the interest free period 
once the following month’s statement has been paid in 
full, it added."Assuming the card member has not 
made payment in full for the statement dated 18 
November, payment made in full for 18 December 
statement on 8 January will result in the closing 
balance of the previous statement continuing to accrue 
interest until the date of payment. This interest will be 
collected in the following month’s statement, " cited 
IndusInd Bank as an illustration.
Fuel Transactions fee
The IndusInd Bank will levy 1 percent fee + GST on 
cumulative fuel spends above Rs 30,000/ Rs 50,000 
(based on card variant)
Dynamic Currency Conversion fee (DCC)
IndusInd Bank said that 1 percent Mark-up Fee + GST 
or 2 percent Mark-up Fee + GST will be charged, based 
on card variant.Transaction fees on Transport 
excluding Air MCC1% Fee + GST on cumulative 
spends above Rs 40,000 (Air MCCs - 4111, 4112, 
4784, 4131) will be charged by IndusInd Bank.

MUMBAI.(Agency) 
The rupee plunged by 32 paise to 95.57 against the US 
dollar in early trade on Thursday following a rise in 
global crude oil prices as hostilities between the US 
and Iran continued.Heavy FII outflows, weak 
domestic equity market and a marginally stronger 
greenback further weighed on the local unit.At the 
interbank foreign exchange market, the rupee opened 
at 95.55 against the US dollar before dropping further 
to 95.57.The local unit appreciated 16 paise to close at 
95.25 against the US dollar on Wednesday, amid likely 
intervention from the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) to 
curb excessive volatility and prevent a further slide in 
the domestic unit."The rupee had a weaker opening 
with oil prices climbing after Iran and the United States 

traded strikes. INR has support due to dollar selling by 
state-run banks, likely on behalf of RBI.
"Apart from oil prices, the rupee will have to contend 
with a tepid risk environment, following a further sell-
off in US equities. While US inflation rose to 4.2 per 
cent year-on-year, the highest level in more than three 
years, the core measure increased less than expected, 
leaving near-term Federal Reserve rate expectations 
largely unchanged," Aamir Makda, Commodity & 
Currency Analyst, Commodity Technical Research at 
Choice Broking, said.Meanwhile, the dollar index, 
which gauges the greenback's strength against a basket 
of six currencies, was trading at 99.95, up 0.01 per 
cent.Brent crude, the global oil benchmark, was 
trading higher by 1.65 per cent at USD 94.64 per barrel 
in futures trade.

HDFC Bank raises FCNR deposit rates for 3-
5 year tenors – Check latest rates

IndusInd Bank credit card 
rules changing from 15 June 
2026: Check late payment 
charges and other details

India has exempted E22, E25, E27 
and E30 petrol blends from excise 
duty despite no retail rollout yet. 
The move sets up a policy 
framework for higher ethanol fuels 
as questions persist over vehicle 
compatibility and costs.

content beyond 20% in India. Instead, the also upgrading storage, blending and may require further changes in engine 
move creates a tax framework for future distribution systems to support higher design, fuel systems and material 
higher ethanol blends as the country ethanol blends and specialised fuels for compatibility.This is why the immediate 
prepares for the next stage of its plan to flex-fuel vehicles, which can operate on beneficiaries of the new tax exemption are 
reduce dependence on imported crude oil. fuels ranging from E20 to E85. likely to be oil companies, fuel suppliers 
WHY IS INDIA PREPARING FOR WHO WILL USE E30 PETROL? and manufacturers developing future 
HIGHER ETHANOL BLENDS? The biggest question is whether existing ethanol-compatible vehicles rather than 
India achieved its target of 20% ethanol ordinary motorists.Countries such as 
blending in petrol in 2025-26, six years Brazil already use much higher ethanol 
ahead of the original 2030 deadline. blends through flex-fuel vehicles, and 
The country imports nearly 87% of its India appears to be building the framework 
crude oil requirement, and ethanol for a similar ecosystem.
blending is seen as a way to replace a part THE E20 EXPERIENCE HAS NOT 
of those imports with domestically  BEEN WITHOUT QUESTIONSNew Delhi.(Agency)
produced fuel.The government also sees India's move towards higher ethanol blends India has given a tax break to petrol blends 
ethanol as a way to support the domestic comes even as some vehicle owners that most motorists cannot buy today.
sugar and grain industries and improve continue to report concerns after the E20 Through a recent Central Excise 
India's long-term energy security. rollout.A LocalCircles survey conducted notification, the government has exempted 
The push towards higher blends has among over 50,000 owners of petrol petrol containing 22%, 25%, 27% and 30% 
already started on the regulatory front. In vehicles manufactured in 2022 or earlier ethanol from excise duty. The move has vehicles can run on these fuels.India's 
May 2026, the Bureau of Indian Standards across 301 districts found that one in two sparked an obvious question: if India has current vehicle fleet was largely designed 
notified IS 19850:2026, which lays down owners reported a reduction in mileage only recently completed its shift to E20 for lower ethanol concentrations such as E5 
technical specifications for E22, E25, E27 s ince  ear ly  2025.Among 24,710 petrol, who exactly is this new tax or E10. Industry estimates suggest nearly 
and E30 petrol blends.The standards cover respondents who answered the mileage-exempt ion meant  for?The la tes t  80% of vehicles sold over the past 15 years 
fuel composition, blending procedures, related question, 25% said their vehicle's notification does not mean E22, E25 or E30 were originally designed for lower ethanol 
impurity limits, testing methods, safety fuel efficiency had dropped by more than petrol will immediately become available fuels.While automobile manufacturers 
requirements and quality benchmarks for 20%, while 13% reported a decline of 10% at fuel stations. There is currently no have developed E20-compatible vehicles 
these fuels.Oil marketing companies are to 15%.widespread retail sale of petrol with ethanol in recent years, higher blends such as E30 

Sukanya Samriddhi Yojana: 
Why is 5th of  the month 
important for SSY 
investment?

Copper prices have risen sharply this year due to supply disruptions at key global mines and strong demand from sectors such as electrification, renewable energy and artificial intelligence-led infrastructure.

Rupee slumps 32 paise to 
95.57 against US dollar in 
early trade

New Delhi.(Agency)
Although several deadlines are pegged to a financial 
year (ending March), many very crucial investments 
are also date bound. If you are a subscriber of Sukanya 
Samriddhi Yojana, the date deadline is significant for 
you. For Sukanya Samriddhi Accounts, the Rate of 
interest 8.2 percent per annum calculated on yearly 
basis, yearly compounded. For Sukanya Samriddhi 
Accounts, minimum Rs 250 and Maximum Rs 1.5 lakh 
can be deposited in a financial year. Subsequent 
deposit in multiple of Rs 50 deposits can be made in 
lump-sum. There is no limit on number of deposits 
either in a month or in a Financial year.Sukanya 
Samriddhi Yojana: Why 5th of the month is crucial for 
your investment?
In other words, if you deposit the money by the 5th of 
month, your investment earns interest for that same 
month. If you make the deposit on the 6th of the month 
or later, your investment earns zero interest for that 
particular month. The interest portion kicks in only 
from the next month. However, all your monthly 
earnings are combined and added to your account just 
once a year on March 31st. The compounded 
interested is credited once a year on March 31st.
Lets assume, you invest Rs 5,000 per month for 21 
years in Sukanya Samriddhi Account. By the end of 
completion of 21 years, how much difference in 
money can you see if you invest on or before 5th of 
every month and after 5th of every month? Here's the 
chart, explaining difference in interest earned by the 
end of 21 years.

The shine appears to be fading, at 
least for now. After soaring to all-
time highs earlier this year, gold and 
silver prices have come under 
pressure, leaving investors asking a 
familiar question: is it time to buy 
more, hold on, or head for the exit?

silver prices on the Multi Commodity generally move in the opposite direction of flows across different asset classes.
Exchange (MCX) traded lower, extending the US dollar.In recent weeks, expectations Rising Oil Prices Are Creating New Market 
their recent losses. While many investors around global monetary policy and UncertaintyCrude oil prices have remained 
are wondering whether the rally is over, economic data have supported the dollar, firm in the $91-93 per barrel range.Higher 
experts say several factors are currently making precious metals relatively less oil prices raise concerns about 
weighing on bullion prices.So, what inflation and increase import costs 
is pulling bullion prices lower? And for countries like India. While 
more importantly, what should inflation worries can sometimes 
investors do now? support gold, rising energy prices can 
WHY ARE GOLD AND SILVER a l so  c rea te  b roader  marke t  
FALLING? uncertainty and affect investor 

positioning across commodities.As a Investors Are Booking Profits After 
result, traders have become more a Massive RallyOne of the biggest 
cautious, contributing to volatility in reasons behind the recent decline is New Delhi,.(Agency)
precious metals.profit booking.Just a few months ago, gold and silver 
WHAT THE CHARTS ARE Gold and silver delivered strong seemed unstoppable.Gold was touching 
INDICATINGreturns over the past year, prompting fresh record highs almost every week, 

many investors to lock in gains. According to Ponmudi R, CEO of while silver was enjoying one of its 
After a sharp rise, some cooling off is Enrich Money, gold remains under strongest rallies in years. Investors rushed 
considered normal in commodity pressure after slipping below an important attractive. A stronger dollar also makes to precious metals, hoping to protect 
markets.When prices climb too quickly, psychological level."MCX Gold opened gold and silver more expensive for buyers themselves from global uncertainty, 
traders often sell a portion of their holdings with a gap down and has slipped below the using other currencies, which can reduce inflation worries and market volatility.Both 
to secure profits, leading to short-term key Rs 1,50,000 psychological mark, demand.At the same time, investors are gold and silver prices have been under 
pressure on prices.Stronger Dollar and reflecting cautious to negative price action closely watching global economic pressure in recent weeks, slipping from 
Global Market SentimentGold and silver amid persistent volatility," he said.developments, causing shifts in investment their all-time highs. On Thursday, gold and 
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