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Gurgaon: .(Agency)
  Reconstruction of a key master stormwater 

drain is set to begin, with GMDA planning 
to replace a three-decade-old channel that 
has become a bottleneck for drainage in 
sectors located along Old Delhi-Gurgaon 
Road.The metropolitan authority has 
floated a tender to upgrade the 2.8-km-long 
Leg-1, which involves constructing an 
RCC box-type master stormwater drain 
using precast segments from Old Delhi 
Road to Rezang La Chowk. The work is 
estimated to cost Rs 32 crore and is 
expected to be completed within 10 
months.The renovation of the master drain 
was first conceptualised in Oct 2021. 
GMDA initially planned to execute the 
work in two phases — from Old Delhi-
Gurgaon Road to Rezang La Chowk and 
from Rezang La Chowk to railway culvert 
47. However, the authority later altered the 
sequence and took up the second phase first 
because the Old Delhi Road-Rezang La 
Chowk stretch had a large number of trees 
along the alignment, requiring a redesign 
of the project.The stretch from Rezang La 
Chowk to railway culvert 47 was 
reconstructed by GMDA in 2024. Now, the 
metropolitan authority is undertaking the 
remaining section between the Old Delhi 

Road culvert and Rezang La Chowk, 
completing the rebuilding of the entire 
corridor.The reconstruction is aimed at 
addressing structural deterioration in the 
decades-old drain and eliminating a 
bottleneck that frequently leads to 
overflow during heavy rainfall.“We have 
invited bids for the upgradation of Leg-1 
master stormwater drain. Once the 

tendering process is completed, work will 
be immediately started,” a GMDA official 
said.Built more than three decades ago 
using brick masonry, the drain has 
weakened over the years due to continuous 
sewage discharge and exposure to 
corrosive gases. Several sections, 

particularly in Sector 22, have suffered 
significant deterioration. The drain was 
transferred from HSVP to GMDA in 
2018.Leg-1 of the master drain originates 
at Sikanderpur village and outfalls into the 
Najafgarh drain. It passes through sectors 
18 and 19, Old Delhi Road, sectors 22 and 
23A, Palam Vihar, railway culvert 47, 
Bajghera village and Sector 115, serving as 

a key stormwater channel for a 
large part of the city.Officials said 
the existing drain is 4.25 metres 
wide upstream of Old Delhi-
Gurgaon Road but narrows to 2.1 
metres downstream, reducing its 
carrying capacity. The narrowing 
often results in water overflowing 
near residential sectors in Sectors 
21, 22, 23 and Palam Vihar during 
intense rainfall.Notably, the 
upcoming metro project between 
Millennium City Centre and 
Cyber City also passes along the 

stretch. Under Phase II of the Gurgaon 
Metro, the corridor will connect Sector 9 
with Cyber City and pass through sectors 
22 and 23A. Earlier, the metro agency had 
asked GMDA to complete rebuilding of the 
drain to ensure the elevated corridor’s 
construction is not affected.

Gang that cheated credit card users 
busted, 5 from Delhi held

GMDA set to rebuild drain that floods Old Delhi road

Armed gang holds family hostage, flees with Rs 9 lakh

Ghaziabad.(Agency)
A quick ride to the market without a 

helmet, a hurried sprint past the speed 
limit, a car left carelessly in a no-
parking zone — data compiled by the 
traffic department shows that 
violations across Noida and Greater 
Noida are mostly habitual, and, in 
seve ra l  ca t egor i e s ,  t hey  a re  
worsening.Between Jan and May 15, 
traffic police issued more than 11.84 
lakh challans, averaging 8,741 per day. 
Speeding, illegal parking and riding 
without helmets were among the most 
common offences recorded during the 
period.Helmet non-compliance led the 
tally by a wide margin. Enforcement 
teams booked 5,49,553 motorists for 
riding without helmets, nearly half of 
all challans issued in the period, 
underscoring what officials describe 
as a persistent failure to internalise 
basic road safety norms.DCP (traffic) 
Abhay Kumar Mishra said licences of 
repeat offenders would be suspended, 
and if violations continued even after 
suspension, authorit ies would 
recommend cancellation.Speeding 
ranked second, with 1,08,499 challans 
issued against vehicles exceeding 
prescribed limits. Illegal parking 
followed closely at 1,06,688 challans 
— violations that officials say 
routinely snarl traffic and raise 
accident risk on busy arterial roads. 
Illegal parking has been particularly 
rampant around Sector 18 and Atta 
Market, Captain Vijayant Thapar 
M a r g ,  S e c t o r  1 8  m e t r o  
station–Botanical Garden corridor, 
Logix Mall in Sector 32, Brahmaputra 
and Ganga shopping complexes in 
Sector 27, Sector 104 market, and the 
Pari Chowk–Jagat Farm belt in 
Greater Noida.Wrong-side driving 
drew 88,417 challans, while 33,145 
motorists were penalised for jumping 
red lights.The department also booked 
motorists for driving without 
insurance, using mobile phones while 
driving, triple riding, defective 
number plates, dangerous driving and 
p o l l u t i o n - r e l a t e d  o f f e n c e s .  
Enforcement has increasingly leaned 
on technology, including CCTV 
surveillance and automated .

DEHLI/NCR

Roads under water; trees & poles 
uprooted: Cities on knees again

Noida/Ghaziabad. The showers that started Friday 
and continued on Sunday has led to heavy 
waterlogging in Noida and Ghaziabad.

A park for children in Noida Sector 51 has turned into 
a shallow pool, while parks and green belts in 
sectors 119, 12, 30, 120, etc., also remained out of 
bounds due to flooding.Low-lying areas, like 
Botanical Garden Metro station in Noida and Jagat 
Farm Market in Greater Noida, are under at least 
two feet of water. Meanwhile, residents reported 
flooded roads and basements in Noida sectors 22, 
30, 36, 51, 62, 71, 104, 105, 72, 117, 122, 99, 
etc.The picture is similar in Ghaziabad, with Abhay 
Khand, Loni, and Muradnagar facing waterlogging.

Late on Sunday, following reports of 12 people stuck 
in Tronica City due to heavy waterlogging, a team 
of Ghaziabad NDRF carried out a rescue operation. 
Considering a warning of heavy rain ahead, NDRF 
teams are on high alert for emergency response in 
Noida and Ghaziabad.Residents blamed the 
authorities for not taking adequate measures to 
check flooding.“The Noida Authority failed to 
prepare for the monsoon in advance. All its claims 
have fallen flat. In Sector 51, people are wading 
through one-and-a-half feet to two feet of water. 
The Sunday showers also left houses and basements 
flooded.

News box

DU student held in Noida 
unrest misses exams despite 
court permission

 Noida:(Agency)
 A Delhi University law student arrested in connection 

with the April 13 industrial unrest in Noida missed his 
end-semester examination despite court permission 
allowing him to write the papers on June 2.Yogesh 
Meena, a first-year student at Sri Ram College of 
Commerce and an active member of Disha Students’ 
Organisation, is currently lodged in Luksar jail after 
being arrested by the Uttar Pradesh Special Task Force 
(STF) on May 30 from near the Ramjas College campus.

After he missed his examination on June 2, Yogesh 
 For these beliefs and actions, today Yogesh is facing 

incarceration, character assassination, custodial torture, 
casteist humiliation, and now, denial of his right to 
education and destruction of his future,” a statement 
issued by the group read.

Police did not issue a response to the allegations at the time 
of publication.

Gurgaon: .(Agency)
 Five people, including a woman, were 

arrested from Delhi for allegedly 
operating a fraudulent call centre that 
targeted credit card users by promising to 
increase their card limits. Police said the 
gang, active for the past five months, sent 
fake links to victims, stole their card 
details and used them for online 
purchases.The arrests followed a 
complaint lodged at Cyber Crime South 
police station on March 11. The 
complainant alleged he lost around Rs 
28,000 after clicking on a link sent by a 
person claiming to represent a credit card 
company.Police said the gang had access 
to customer databases. Members would 
call credit card users, pose as company 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f f e r i n g  l i m i t  
enhancements and persuade them to click 
on fraudulent links.Once victims shared 

sensitive card details, the gang used the 
information to make online purchases. 
“Products purchased through the victims’ 
card details were either handed over to the 

mastermind or sold by the gang once the 
value of the items crossed Rs 5,000,” an 
officer said.To evade detection, the gang 
frequently shifted its operations, changing 
locations every 10 to 15 days. After each 
fraud, members would suspend activities 
for a few days before resuming from a new 
location.A team led by SHO Naveen 
Kumar arrested Rahul (33), Anuj Pal (20), 
Gaurav (24), Mukul Kirar (22) and Anchal 
(21) on Friday.“Once the gang members 
called an unsuspecting credit card user 
and persuaded him to increase the limits, 
they would share a link. Once the user 
gave them an OTP, they would transfer 
funds,” ACP Gaurav Fogat said. “During 
the investigation, we found that the 
account holding the digital 

Gurgaon:(Agency)
 Four armed men stormed into a first-

floor house in Palam Vihar’s Sector 23 
after disabling a CCTV camera in the 
early hours of Thursday, held a family 
hostage at knifepoint and fled with 
jewellery, cash and valuables worth 
about Rs 8-9 lakh.Inside the same 
t h r e e - s t o r e y  b u i l d i n g ,  t h e  
houseowner’s elderly parents on the 
ground floor and a senior citizen 
tenant upstairs did not realise a 
robbery was unfolding.The house 
belongs to Vikas Jain (48), a product 
compliance consultant and son of a 
retired Army colonel. Police said the 
incident took place between 2.20am 
and 3.15amJain said the gang 
approached from the rear, using a 
neighbouring house beside a vacant 
plot to reach his balcony. CCTV 
footage showed one of the men doing a 
quick survey around 2.20am before 
pushing a rear camera towards a wall.

“One of them turned the CCTV camera 

towards a wall and began cutting the 
iron grille. They spent nearly 40 
minutes at it. The room they entered 
through was vacant, and the AC noise 
made the cutting sound feeble,” Jain 
said.After slicing through the grille of 
a rear window, the men climbed into 
an unoccupied room and moved 
deeper into the flat. Jain said four had 
handkerchiefs tied across their faces 
and were dressed in T-shirts, lowers 
and sports shoes. They carried a knife, 
screwdrivers and pipe wrenches, 
police said.The intruders first reached 
the room where Jain’s wife (45) and 
their daughter (11) were asleep. 
“They held my wife and daughter at 
knifepoint and forced my wife to 
remove the jewellery she was wearing. 
They kept demanding to know where 
other valuables were kept.”The gang 
took diamond earrings, rings, bangles 
and a nose pin from her, then 
rummaged through the house and 
found more jewellery stored in 

pouches in a dressing table. Police said 
the stolen items included five diamond 
rings, four sets of diamond earrings, a 
gold mangalsutra, three gold chains 
and other ornaments. They also took 

about Rs 5,000 from Jain’s wallet, 
cash from a ladies’ purse, and some 
identity documents.Jain, who was 
asleep in another room, was woken up 
and forced into the room where his 
wife and daughter were being held. 
The robbers kept all three under watch 

as they continued searching.“They 
looked disappointed and kept asking 
where more valuables were kept. We 
told them we are a small, non-business 
family. These ornaments were our 

savings over decades,” Jain said.The 
building has three storeys — Jain’s 
first-floor home, his parents on the 
ground floor, and a senior citizen 
tenant on the second floor. The third 
floor is vacant. Despite spending 
over an hour on the premises, the 
gang targeted only Jain’s floor and 
d i d  n o t  e n t e r  t h e  o t h e r  
portions.Before leaving, they 
snatched the family’s mobile phones 
to stop them from calling for help 
and tossed them onto the rear 

balcony.Twice, Jain said, a PCR 
vehicle passed the stretch during the 
ordeal. “We heard the police siren 
twice close to our house. We couldn’t 
raise an alarm. because they were 
armed and threatened to hurt our 
daughter. Minutes after they left, I ran 

9k challans daily in 5 months, 
most to bikers without helmets

Ghaziabad to start eviction drive 
in illegal colonies along Hindon

NSG commando suffers bullet 
wound ‘during drill’, dies

Gurgaon.(Agency)
 An NSG commando died after suffering a gunshot wound 

during a training exercise at the force’s Manesar campus 
on Friday, sources said.The constable-rank commando 
was identified as Rahul Singh Jaggi (32), a resident of 
Roorkee in Uttarakhand. According to a source, Jaggi 
was undergoing a training session on combat firing, 
during which he sustained the injury. “The family 
members of the deceased have been informed in 
keeping with the procedures. Police were also informed 
and are conducting their investigation,” the source said.

Jaggi, sources said, was rushed for medical help soon after 
the incident, but could not be revived. Police suspect the 
injury may have been accidental. “Details of the 
incident are being examined. The body has been shifted 
to the mortuary and the family was informed,” a police 
officer said.An autopsy was ordered, but its report is 
awaited. An internal inquiry is also expected to be 
conducted to establish how the injury occurred and 
whether safety protocols were followed.

Repeated calls to the DCP, ACP and station house officer 
of Manesar did not elicit a response. The NSG, 
headquartered in Manesar, had not issued an official 
statement at the time of filing this report, and attempts to 
reach senior officials for confirmation and details were 
unsuccessful.

Cracker sparks burn down 3 shops, 6 bikes

Noida.(Agency)
 Days after several people died from water 

contamination in Indore, Noida and 
Greater Noida authorities have ordered 
technical audits of their drinking water 
systems — covering pipelines, 
reservoirs and water ATMs — and asked 
officials to collect samples across 
sectors to rule out any risk of 
contamination.In Noida, the decision 
was taken at a high-level meeting 
chaired on Friday by Authority CEO 
Lokesh M, who reviewed public health 
issues, civic infrastructure, water supply 
and sanitation, and issued strict 
directions to officials.A committee of 

senior water department officials was 
formed to carry out the audit."We have 
ordered a thorough technical audit of the 
water supply system, including 
pipelines, reservoirs and water ATMs, to 
ensure that residents receive safe and 
clean drinking water," Lokesh M said. 
He added that water samples would be 
collected from different sectors and a 
detailed report submitted "at the 
earliest" to ensure there is no 
contamination threat in the city.The 
CEO also reviewed the status of the 80-
cusec Ganga water project and asked 
officials to complete all pending work 
by this month.

Ghaziabad:(Agency)
  Days after the UP govt informed the 

National Green Tribunal that 258 
unauthorised colonies in Ghaziabad 
were discharging untreated sewage 
daily into the Hindon, district 
magistrate Ravindra Kumar Mandar 
on Friday directed officials to launch a 
coordinated drive to identify and 
remove encroachments along the 
river.The directions, issued at a 
meeting with officials from the Loni 
SDM’s office, irrigation department, 
GDA and municipal bodies, require 
teams to cross-reference revenue 
records, irrigation data and maps 
against ground conditions to pinpoint 
illegal occupations.In an affidavit, 
filed by state chief secretary Shashi 
Prakash Goyal on April 28, UP had told 
the NGT that 888 unauthorised 
colonies across six districts — 30% of 
them in Ghaziabad — discharge nearly 
40 million litres of sewage daily into 
the Hindon. The affidavit was 
submitted in compliance with an NGT 
order dated Dec 9 last year.

The affidavit also flagged 51 open storm 
drains in the basin carrying an estimated 
1,067 MLD of water, sludge, industrial 
discharge and sewage into the river and 
its tributaries. It also said the colonies — 

which collectively house a population of 
over 3.8 lakh — are unauthorised, they 
lack planned drainage infrastructure and 
allowed most sewage flows into open or 
stormwater drains before reaching the 
river.

At Friday’s meeting, Mandar reviewed the 

status of encroachments along the 
riverbanks and original riverbed land of 
both the Yamuna and Hindon.

“Officials have been instructed to identify 
illegal occupations by matching revenue 
records, irrigation data and available 
maps with ground conditions. Effective 

action must be taken against illegal 
occupations on riverbed land in 
accordance with rules. 

Gurgaon.(Agency)
 When flames and smoke billowed from a tower at Ivy 

County on Friday, the incident rattled residents far 
beyond the Noida condominium. For many living in the 
NCR’s rapidly growing high-rises, the fire underscored 
an uncomfortable reality: while residential towers are 
rising ever higher, the systems meant to protect them 
have not always kept pace.

Residents, welfare bodies and safety experts say the latest 
blaze has exposed familiar concerns — from lax 
enforcement of fire norms to firefighting equipment that 
often cannot reach the upper floors of the region’s tallest 
buildings. The incident has renewed calls for tougher 
oversight, regular audits and invesUnder Noida 
Authority rules, a fire NOC is a non-negotiable 
precondition for obtaining a completion certificate or 
occupancy certificate from the development authority. 
The NOC is issued only after a fire inspection verifies 
that the building complies with the National Building 
Code and local building by-laws. Inspectors assess 
active firefighting systems — automatic sprinklers, wet 
risers, down-comers, and fire hose reels — alongside 
smoke and heat detectors, fire alarm panels, dedicated 
underground and overhead water storage tanks, fire 
pumps, clear escape routes, fire staircases, refuge areas, 
and emergency lighting.In UP, as in most states, 
residential buildings are required to renew their fire 
NOC every three to five years, with renewal requiring 
updated maintenance logs and a fresh inspection filed 
through the state fire service portal. In practice, 
however, compliance effectively ends at the point of 
initial handover to the apartment owners’ association. 
Residents say follow-through on fire system upkeep 
after that milestone becomes sporadic and largely 
reactive.“Fire NOCs seem to be a joke. Even after 
inspections, no concrete action is taken against builders 
or AOAs,” said Amit Gupta, a resident of Prateek 
Wisteria in Sector 77.tment in modern rescue 
technology.Residential highrises in Noida routinely rise 
25 to 30 floors, but the city’s four hydraulic ladders can 
only reach up to 42 metres (14 storeys).A resident of Ivy 
County’s Tower B2 said that while the complex’s fire 
systems had functioned during the Friday morning fire 
and helped contain the blaze, the structural gap in the 
fire department’s aerial reach was again put to the test. 
“Given the amount a homebuyer invests in premium 
apartments — between Rs 2 and 3.5 crore in a complex 
like this — it is still appalling that mandatory safety 
norms are not enforced,” he said.pagation faster and 
evacuation more hazardous.

MCG camps closer home for 
tax payments, birth certs & 
Ids

Gurgaon: .(Agency)
 MCG on Saturday launched citizen facilitation centres 

(CFCs) and common service centres (CSCs) in 10 
wards across the city, aiming to make services more 
accessible. Residents can use them for services such as 
property tax payments, Aadhaar-linked services, birth 
and death certificates, and more.

The centres have been set up in wards 2, 3, 10, 13, 18, 22, 
23, 25, 29 and 30, including the mayor’s camp office. 
The civic body currently has only three CFCs located in 
its offices.Mayor Raj Rani Malhotra inaugurated the 
centres from the mayor’s camp office in Bhim Nagar in 
the presence of MCG commissioner Pradeep Dahiya, 
councillors and senior officials.Speaking at the launch, 
Malhotra said that the corporation is committed to 
delivering simpler, time-bound services and that ward-
level centres will make essential services more 
accessible to residents.Commissioner Pradeep Dahiya 
said, “The centres will function as single-window 
service points and support faster and more transparent 
delivery of civic services through digital platforms.”

Additional municipal commissioner Ankita Chaudhary 
said trained personnel were deployed at the centres to 
assist residents and facilitate timely service delivery.

Officials said the initiative is expected to strengthen the 
city’s ward-level service delivery system and improve 
access to govt services through decentralised and 
digital mechanisms, and would also reduce the footfall 
at the MCG offices.Residents welcomed the move. 
“Earlier, even simple tasks meant taking time off work 
and visiting municipal offices. Having these services 
available at the ward level will save residents a lot of 
time and make government services much more 
accessible,” said Lalit Suraj Bhola, a resident of Sector 
9A.“Senior citizens, homemakers, and working 
professionals often struggle to travel to municipal 
offices for basic services. A facilitation centre in the 
ward would make these processes more convenient and 
citizen-friendly,” said Ravi Kumar, a resident of DLF-
4.

Highrise fires reveal condo 
safety grey areas after 
handover is done
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Article written by Dr. A
P Singh, Eminent 

Lawyer, Supreme Court
Something deeply

unsettling happened in
Patna on the night of June
2. A group of around 15 to
20 people marched to the
Khan Global Studies
coaching centre, threw
stones, broke things, and
left. That, by itself, was
alarming enough. What
followed made it far more
complicated. Videos
began circulating on social
media showing two men
firing shots in the air near
the premises. Those men
turned out to be security
guards employed by the
institute. Patna Police
detained them, seized the
weapons, and sent them
for forensic examination.
A case was registered.
Then, a few days later, the
police booked KGS
founder Faisal Khan, wide-
ly known as Khan Sir, in
the same firing case. His
lawyer said he would not
surrender in court and
announced plans to file an
anticipatory bail plea on
June 8. The rival coaching
institute, Gyanbindu, held
a press conference and

claimed the whole thing
was staged. Khan Sir, they
said, had fabricated
the firing narrative.
One of their mem-
bers, Adarsh, pointed
to the video of his
own guards shooting
and asked how it was
possible that Khan
Sir had spoken of 7 to
8 rounds being fired
at him when the evi-
dence now showed it
was his side that
fired. Khan Sir's
response was to call
it a conspiracy. He
said he was being tar-
geted because his
institute offers education
at very low fees and pro-
duces strong results.
Three people, including
the director of Gyanbindu,
were also arrested in con-
nection with the initial
attack. The state govern-
ment meanwhile
announced it would soon
bring in a policy to regu-
late coaching centre rival-
ries across Bihar.

The Larger Problem
No One Wants to Talk
About

Strip away the drama,
the press conferences, and

the competing claims, and
what you are left with is a

fairly clear picture of how
dangerous the coaching
industry in Patna has
become. Patna's coaching
belt is one of the most
competitive in the country.
Thousands of students
from Bihar and neighbour-
ing states come here
every year to prepare for
government jobs, bank
exams, UPSC, and other
competitive tests. The
stakes for students are
enormous. The stakes for
coaching institutes are
equally so. The market is
worth hundreds of crores,

and the pressure to stay
relevant, to attract stu-

dents, to be seen as
the best is constant
and unrelenting.
When that kind of
pressure builds in
an unregulated
space, things get
ugly. The KGS inci-
dent is not the first
time coaching cen-
tres in Patna have
clashed. It probably
will not be the last.
But what makes
this case stand out
is that it reached a
point where
licensed weapons

were brought out and
fired. Whatever the moti-
vation behind it, that is a
serious escalation.

Who Is Really
Paying the Price?

While all of this plays
out in courts and press
briefings, there is another
group of people who bare-
ly figure in the conversa-
tion. The students.
Thousands of young peo-
ple enrolled in these insti-
tutes are preparing for
exams that could change
their lives. They come
from families that have

spent their savings to send
them to Patna. Their daily
routines, their confidence,
their sense of safety, are
all tied to the functioning
of these coaching centres.
When violence breaks out,
when their teachers
become subjects of crimi-
nal cases, when the envi-
ronment around them
turns hostile, students
absorb all of that quietly.
No one at the press confer-
ences was talking about
them. Nobody in the polit-
ical statements was really
addressing what happens
to students if their coach-
ing centre shuts down
mid-session, or if the
atmosphere around it
becomes too tense to
study in.

The Accountability
Gap

The coaching industry
in India has long operated
in a grey zone. There are
rules, but enforcement is
patchy. Institutes can
charge what they want,
run armed security if they
please, and engage in
aggressive marketing with
few consequences. The
result is a market that
runs on optics, fear, and

aggressive competition.
The Bihar government
saying it will create a poli-
cy is a step in the right
direction, but the record
on such promises is not
particularly encouraging.
The BPSC exam protests
last year, where Khan Sir
himself was detained for
supporting students,
revealed how deep the
frustrations in Bihar's edu-
cation ecosystem run.
That too ended with state-
ments and not much struc-
tural change. What is
needed is not just a policy
paper but a genuine mech-

anism that holds coaching
centres accountable, that
protects students from
being caught in the cross-
fire of commercial battles,
and that ensures no educa-
tor, regardless of how pop-
ular, can position them-
selves as above institution-
al accountability. Khan Sir
built his reputation by
being the teacher who
speaks plainly and
charges fairly. That image
is now under strain, not
just from a legal case but
from the question of why
any coaching centre needs
armed guards in the first

place. The answer to that
question says more about
the state of the industry
than anything else.
Whatever the investiga-
tion eventually reveals
about who did what on
June 2, the episode has
already exposed some-
thing worth paying atten-
tion to. In the race to be
the biggest name in
Patna's coaching market,
the line between educa-
tion and enterprise has
blurred badly. And stu-
dents, as usual, are the
ones left standing in the
middle.

When the Classroom Becomes a Battleground

New Delhi: Delhi
L i e u t e n a n t - G o v e r n o r
Taranjit Singh Sandhu has
approved the allotment of
gram sabha land in north
Delhi’s Sungarpur village
for a gaushala and cleared
land for two new
Ayushman Aarogya
Mandirs in the capital’s
rural areas, officials said.
According to officials,
around 28 bighas and 5
biswas of Gram Sabha
land in Sungarpur village
in North district has been
allotted to the Animal
Husbandry Unit of the
Delhi Government’s
Development Department
for 99 years. The depart-
ment will develop and run
the gaushala. The move is
expected to support the
Government’s plan,
announced in August
2025, to set up at least one
gaushala and one dog
shelter in every district of
the national capital. The
decision was taken at a

meeting of department
heads chaired by Chief
Minister Rekha Gupta. In
a separate decision to
strengthen primary
healthcare infrastructure,
the L-G also approved the
allotment of Gram Sabha
land at a token licence fee
of Re 1 for Ayushman
Aarogya Mandirs in
Mangeshpur village in
Outer North district and
Fatehpur Beri in South
district. Officials said the
Ayushman Aarogya
Mandir scheme has faced
difficulties in expanding
its network because of a
shortage of suitable land
and buildings. The latest

approvals are expected to
improve access to primary
healthcare services in
Delhi’s rural and peripher-
al areas. With the new
allotments, the total num-
ber of Gram Sabha land
parcels earmarked for
Ayushman Aarogya
Mandirs in Delhi has risen
to 14. Of these, three are
in North district, nine in
South-West district, and
one each in South-East
and South districts.

Delhi L-G clears land for gaushala,
Ayushman centres in rural areas

The Sikh Times
New Delhi: The Delhi

Police personnel, who
rushed along with locals
into the fire-ravaged five-
storey building in Malviya
Nagar without protective

gear, recalled moments
filled with fear and
urgency, saying all they
could see was people who
needed to be saved.
However, guilt lingers as,
despite their best efforts,
there was "only so much"
they could do, even as
they continued hearing
screams of the people
trapped inside. Head
Constables Dinesh,
Deshraj, Rajveer and
Kartar were among the
first respondents at the
Flourish Stay B&B on
Wednesday morning as a
blaze ripped through the
building, killing 12 foreign
nationals among 21 people
and injuring several oth-
ers, while at least 58 peo-
ple were rescued. Dinesh,
who was on duty in nearby
Kumar Basti when the
incident was reported,
said he immediately alert-
ed senior officers through
the police wireless net-
work and rushed to the
spot. "When I reached
there, the entire hotel was
covered in smoke. People
on the upper floors were
waving their hands and
pleading for help. The
main passage was

engulfed in flames and
there was no way for them
to come out," he told .
Without waiting for pro-
tective gear, Dinesh said
he arranged a ladder from
the neighbourhood,

climbed to the second
floor and smashed window
panes with a hammer to
release smoke trapped
inside the rooms. He said
he suffered multiple
injuries during the rescue
operation. "I got burns
and cuts from broken
glass on my hands, eyes,
feet and head. But at that
moment, all I could think
about was how to save
lives," he said. Dinesh said
he managed to rescue two
women trapped in a room
on the second floor after
breaking a window and
entering through it.
"There were moments
when I felt I would not sur-
vive. But at that time we
could only see the people
who needed to be saved,"
he said. The head consta-
ble himself had a narrow
escape. "If I had remained
inside for another 15 sec-
onds, I would not have
made it out alive. Barely
10 seconds after I climbed
down, the electrical wires
near the window caught
fire and started sparking
heavily," he recalled.
Despite rescuing several
occupants, Dinesh said
the tragedy continues to

weigh heavily on the
minds of the rescuers.
"We still have this regret
that we could not save
more people. We felt help-
less at times. We could
hear screams from inside,
but there was only so
much we could do. We
tried our best, but we still
feel guilty about those
who lost their lives," he
said. As conditions wors-
ened, police personnel
improvised to save those
stranded on the upper
floors. Head Constable
Deshraj said officers col-
lected mattresses from
nearby shops and spread
them on the ground after
realising many occupants
had no escape route. "We
kept telling them not to be
afraid and to jump. Several
people jumped from the
second, third and fourth
floors. Some suffered
injuries, but their lives
were saved," he said.
Rajveer and Kartar said
the narrow lanes around

the hotel and the large
crowd hampered rescue
efforts and delayed the
movement of ambu-
lances. "Many victims
were unconscious. We
used bedsheets as
makeshift stretchers and
carried them to ambu-
lances," they said. Kartar
said distinctions between
police personnel and civil-
ians disappeared during
the rescue operation. "At
that moment nobody was
a policeman or an ordi-
nary citizen. Everyone

was simply trying to save
lives," he said. According
to eyewitnesses, police
personnel repeatedly
entered the smoke-filled
structure despite the dan-
ger and worsening condi-
tions. Dinesh's health
deteriorated after pro-
longed exposure to toxic
smoke, but he continued
rescuing people before
eventually being taken to
hospital.

‘15 more seconds, I’d be dead’: Delhi cops recall
hotel fire rescue, say haunted by guilt over deaths

NAME CHANGE
I, ASHUTOSH KUMAR SINGH
S/O: Mahendra Singh, R/O House
No 1/1047 A, Gali No 4, Kundan
Nagar Naurangabad, Koil, Aligarh,
Aligarh, Uttar Pradesh, 202001,
have changed the name of my minor
daughter Km Yakshika Baghel aged
11 years and she shall hereafter be
known as YAKSHIKA SINGH.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as FAHREEM D/O
KHURSHID R/O E-89, G/F, Kharak
Rewara, Village Satbari, Satberi,
South Delhi, Delhi-110074 have
changed my name and shall here-
after be known as FARHEEN.

Public Notice 
My Clients RAJ RANI W/O SATPAL
AND SATPAL S/O LAL CHAND
DAHIYA BOTH R/O HNO- 181,
RANI KHERA GAON, NORTH
WEST DELHI-81, severe all his
relations and  debarred his son
NISHANT DAHIYA AND his daugh-
ter in law ANJU W/O NISHANT
DAHIYA D/O ANUP SINGH" from
all moveable and immoveable
properties due to their misconduct,
my clients shall not be responsible
for any of their acts and in future. 

KULDEEP SINGH
ADVOCATE,

EN NO- D/170 /2011,
Ph- 9990140229

PUBLIC NOTICE
General Public is hereby informed
that my client Sh. Ramvir Singh S/o
Late Sh. Ran Singh and Savitri Devi
W/o Sh. Ramvir Singh R/o House
No. RZ-183 Z Block New Roshan
Pura Najafgarh New Delhi, South
West Delhi, Delhi, 110043. Have
served all their relations with their
younger son Kamal Singh and his
wife Usha due to their bad conducts
and behaviour. Both of my above-
named clients have also disowned
and debarred their above said son
Mr. Kamal Singh and his wife Usha
from their movable and immovable
properties. If anybody is dealing
with Mr. Kamal Singh and his wife
Usha in any way will do so at
his/her/ their own risk and responsi-
bilities, my clients will not be
responsible for any act, deal & rela-
tions or dealing done by Mr. Kamal
Singh and his wife namely Usha.

DINESH KUMAR TIWARI,
ADVOCATE

Dwarka Court, New Delhi 110075.
Mob.8076915013

PUBLIC NOTICE
Be it known that my clients Dinesh
Gupta S/o. Sh. Raghuveer Gupta
and Renu, W/o. Dinesh Gupta all
R/o. House No. 8/47, Dakshin Puri,
Ambedkar Nagar, New Delhi-
110062 hereby severed all their
relation and have debarred and
disinherited their son Puneet
Gupta S/o. Sh. Dinesh Gupta from
all his/her properties both immov-
able and movable. My clients have
no control over their son who has
no respect and regard for my
clients, anybody dealing with them
in any manner will do so at their
own risk and consequences.

Arabinda Nayak Advocate
Ch. No. 245-A, Lawyer's Chamber

Block, Distract Court Complex,
Saket, New Delhi-110017

NAME CHANGE
I, RAMACHANDRAN NAIR father
JC-441776W, Rank-SUB, Name-
RENJUDEEPAK N residing at
NADUVATHINA, KURUVATTOOR,
KOKKADI VIA, KOZHIKODE,
KERALA-673611, have changed
my name RAMACHANDRAN
NAIR to RAMACHANDRAN NAIR
K for all future purposes vide
Affidavit Dated 06/06/2026 before
Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that I,
SHAKEEL AKHTAR S/o QAYA-
MUDDIN, R/o C-23/11, OLD NO-
1261, R K MARG, GALI NO-4,
CHAUHAN BANGAR, SEELAM-
PUR, DELHI-110053, declare that
name of my father has been
wrongly written as NIZAMUDDIN in
my Voter ID Card No.
XPT0449611. The actual name of
my father is QAYAMUDDIN, which
may be amended accordingly.  It is
certified that I have complied with
other legal requirements in this
connection.

NAME CHANGE
I, SUBHA mother of JC-441776W,
Rank-SUB, Name-RENJUDEEP-
AK N residing at NADUVATHINA,
KURUVATTOOR, KOKKADI VIA,
KOZHIKODE, KERALA-673611,
have changed my name SUBHA to
SOBHA N for all future purposes
vide Affidavit Dated 06/06/2026
before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, JC-441776W, Rank-SUB, Name-
RENJUDEEPAK N legal father of
SURYA KIRAN N residing at NADU-
VATHINA, KURUVATTOOR, KOKKA-
DI VIA, KOZHIKODE, KERALA-
673611, have changed my minor
son’s name from SURYA KIRAN N to
SURYAKIRAN N for all future purpos-
es vide affidavit dated 06/06/2026
Before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that I,
NISHAT KHANAM  D/O  QAYA-
MUDDIN,  W/o NAZAR MOHAM-
MAD R/o H NO-917, GALI NO-30/6,
JAFGRABAD, BHAJAN PURA,
DELHI-110053, declare that name
of my father has been wrongly writ-
ten as NIZAMUDDIN in my Voter ID
Card No. XPT0449629. The actual
name of my father is QAYAMUD-
DIN, which may be amended
accordingly.  It is certified that I have
complied with other legal require-
ments in this connection.

NAME CHANGE
I, KASTHURI MANI wife of Name-N
MUTHUKRISHNAN residing at
H.NO-22, VILL-KOVALAN NAGAR,
PO-T.V.S NAGAR, TEHSIL-MADU-
RAI SOUTH, DIST-MADURAI, TAMIL
NADU-625003,  have changed my
name from KASTHURI MANI to
KASTHURIMANI MUTHUKRISH-
NAN  for all future purposes vide
Affidavit dated 06/06/2026 before
Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, PRAVEEN KUMAR son of Name-
N MUTHUKRISHNAN residing at
H.NO-22, VILL-KOVALAN NAGAR,
PO-T.V.S NAGAR, TEHSIL-MADU-
RAI SOUTH, DIST-MADURAI,
TAMIL NADU-625003, have
changed my name from PRAVEEN
KUMAR to M PRAVEEN KUMAR
for all future purposes vide affidavit
dated 06/06/2026 Before Notary
Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, M PREM KUMAR son of Name-
N MUTHUKRISHNAN residing at
H.NO-22, VILL-KOVALAN
NAGAR, PO-T.V.S NAGAR,
TEHSIL-MADURAI SOUTH, DIST-
MADURAI, TAMIL NADU-625003,
have changed my name from M
PREM KUMAR to PREM KUMAR
M for all future purposes vide affi-
davit dated 06/06/2026 Before
Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, KAHKASHAN W/O SYED
ISHTEYAQUE HAIDER , R/O C-
109/1 , third floor akbar lane near
tayyab masjid, shaheen bagh , abul
fazal enclave part - 2 , jamia nagar
okhla , new delhi (110025) declare
that my real actual name is
KAHKASHAN and D.O.B -
04/10/1971 but in my son's namely
SYED NABEEL HAIDER's school
document my name has been written
as FATIMA HAIDER . That
KAHKASHAN AND FATIMA HAIDER
are one and the same person.

NAME CHANGE
I RAJNI W/O BALBIR SINGH, R/O
1839/ A LGF, GALI NO. 10,GOVIND
PURI EXTENSION, KALKAJI,
NEW DELHI 110019,DECLARE
THAT I HAVE CHANGED MY
MINOR SON'S NAME FROM
PREET TO PREET SINGH FOR
ALL FUTURE PURPOSES.

NAME CHANGE
I, hitherto known as MOHD SULTAN
S/O MOHD USMAN R/O 2546,
TIRAHA BEHRAM KHAN, DARYA
GANJ, DELHI-110002 have
changed my name and shall here-
after be known as MOHAMMAD
SULTAN.  It is certified that I have
complied with other legal require-
ments in this connection.

NAME CHANGE
I sayyed faiz husain s/o MOHD
SHARIF R/O E-57 3rd FLOOR
GALI NO-3 CHAND BAGH
KARAWAL NAGAR DELHI-110094
HAVE CHANGED MY NAME TO
SAYYED FAIZ HUSSAIN

NAME CHANGE
I, hitherto known as AIJAZ AHMED
S/O HAJI ABDUL LATIF  R/O E-49,
GALI NO-10, SUBHASH VIHAR,
NORTH GHONDA, GARI MENDU,
BHAJAN PURA, DELHI-110053.
have changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as AIJAZ
MALIK. It is certified that I have
complied with other legal require-
ments in this connection.

NAME CHANGE
I, MOHAMMAD YASIR SON OF
ZEESHAN HAIDER R/O H NO.C-
12/18, YAMUNA VIHAR, NORTH
EAST, DELHI-110053 HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME MOHD
YASIR ALL FUTURE PURPOSE

NAME CHANGE
I KASIF ELAHI S/0 Mansoor Elahi
R/0 10001 Gali Nal Wali Nawab Ganj
Azad Market Delhi 110006 Changed
my name to KASHIF ELAHI

NAME CHANGE
I NAYMA KASIF W/0 Kashif
Elahi  R/0 10001 Gali Nal Wali
Nawab Ganj Azad Market Delhi
110006 Changed my name
toNAIMA KASHIF

NAME CHANGE
I VIRENDER KUMAR S/0
Somnath R/0 H -11 street No 14
New Gobindpura Krishna Nagar
Delhi 110051Changed my name to
VIRENDER KUMAR PAHUJA

NAME CHANGE
I SUNIL KUMAR S/0 Sita ram
Puneyani R/0 B 38 Gurrdwara Gali
Near Lovely Public School New
Layalpur Extension Nagar  Krishna
Nagar Delhi 110051 Changed my
name to SUNIL KUMAR PUNEYANI

NAME CHANGE
I, GAURAV KUMAR  S/O ASHOK
KUMAR BAINIWAL residing at D-
280 A KRISHNA PARK KHANPUR,
DEOLI DELHI-110062. have
changed my name to GAURAV
BAINIWAL for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, Sanjiv Kumar, W/o Bandana Ojha,
R/o Flat No. E3-808, Cleo County,
Sector 121, Noida, Gautam Budh
Nagar, Uttar Pradesh-201301, here-
by declare that I have changed the
name of my daughter, aged about
17 years, from Shubhangi Kashyap
to Shubhangi Ojha.

NAME CHANGE
I, SAVITA W/O GAURAV BAINIWAL
residing at D-280 A KRISHNA PARK
KHANPUR, DEOLI DELHI-110062.
have changed my name to SAVITA
BAINIWAL for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, SUNDER  W/O ASHOK KUMAR
BAINIWAL residing at D-280 A
KRISHNA PARK KHANPUR,
DEOLI DELHI-110062. have
changed my name to SUNDER
BAINIWAL for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, ASHOK KUMAR S/O K.C BAINI-
WAL residing at D-280 A KRISHNA
PARK KHANPUR, DEOLI DELHI-
110062. have changed my name to
ASHOK KUMAR BAINIWAL for all
future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, SAVITA BAINIWAL W/O GAURAV
BAINIWAL residing at D-280 A
KRISHNA PARK KHANPUR,
DEOLI DELHI-110062. have
changed my minor daughter's name
from KEERTIKA to KEERTIKA
BAINIWAL for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, Mohd Ilyas Khan S/O Ahmad
Khan R/o 2541 H.No 302 II Floor,
Gali No 28, Azad Apartment,
Tughlakabad Extn, Kalkaji, South
Delhi, Delhi, 110019, Have
Changed My Name To MOHAM-
MAD ILYAS KHAN Permanently.

NAME CHANGE
I PARVEEN KUMARI  S/O SOM
DUTT R/O VILLAGE-DHANA
BASLAMBI(130) GURGAON
HARYANA-122503 HAVE CHANGED
MY NAME TO PARVEEN DEVI ALL
FUTURE PURPOSE

NAME CHANGE
I MANJU GUPTA W/O AMIT SING-
HAL R/O NEW MANDI NARNAUL
MAHENDERGARH HARYANA-
123001 HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO MANJU SINGHAL ALL
FUTURE PURPOSE

NAME CHANGE
I DUSHYANT S/O DINESH R/O SEC-
TOR 74, BEGAMPUR KHATOLAPO:
KHANDSA GURGAON HARYANA-
122004, HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO DUSHYANT CHAUHAN
ALL FUTURE PURPOSE

NAME CHANGE
I PUSHPENDER S/O RAJKUMAR
R/O BEGAM PUR KHATOLA PO:
KHANDSA GURGAON HARYANA-
122004, HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO PUSHPENDER
CHAUHAN ALL FUTURE PURPOSE

NAME CHANGE
I,LOVELEENA W/O GAURAV
KUMAR R/O 5/193, UPPER 3RD
FLOOR SUBHASH NAGAR DELHI
110027, CHANGED MY NAME TO
LOVELEENA KUKREJA.

NAME CHANGE
I, RAJ KUMAR YADAV S/O RAM

JEEVAN R/O 369, NAI WALI GALI
RAJOKARI VILLAGE DELHI
110038, CHANGED MY NAME TO
RAJ KUMAR.

NAME CHANGE
I RAKESH KUMAR S/O RAGHU-
NATH R/O V-56 GALI NO-27
VIJAY PARK MAUJPUR DELHI-
110053 HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO RAKESH SHARMA

NAME CHANGE
I Kritika Dixit S/o Aashna m
Kulshrestha, R/o Flat No. 01,
Ground Floor, Block B, Vanasthali
Apartment, Gomti Nagar
Extension, Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh
have changed my name to Kritika
Bhatnagar for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, DILEEP KUMAR S/o PARAM
SINGH R/ o  1457 Second floor,
Outram Lines, Kingsway Camp,
Delhi have changed my daughter's
name to *NICIKA SINGH* for all
future purpose

NAME CHANGE
I VARSHA, W/O RAHUL PANWAR
FLAT NO-457, AMBIKA APART-
MENTS, VTC: Rohini Sector-14,
PO: Rohini Sector-7, District: North
West Delhi, State: Delhi, PIN Code:
110085 , HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO  VARSHA PANWAR
FOR ALL FUTURE PURPOSE

NAME CHANGE
I, Sanjiv Kumar, W/o Bandana
Ojha, R/o Flat No. E3-808, Cleo
County, Sector 121, Noida,
Gautam Budh Nagar, Uttar
Pradesh-201301, hereby declare
that I have changed the name of
my daughter, aged about 17 years,
from Shubhangi Kashyap to
Shubhangi Ojha.

NAME CHANGE
I vanshika khurana D/0 Sumit khu-
rana R/o 972A/22 mansrover
colony Rohtak Haryana 124001
have changed my name to
Vanshika forall future purpose

NAME CHANGE
I Priyanka Arora W/0 Sumit  R/o
972A/22 mansrover colony Rohtak
Haryana 124001 have changed my
name to Priyanka khurana forall
future purpose

PUBLIC NOTICE
That, Mr. Shubham Singh seeking a
loan from HDFC Bank Ltd. for the
Flat No. V2/2102 on 21st Floor,
Tower-V2 measuring carpet area
828 sq. ft., in the project known as
"Eldeco Live by the Greens" built on
Plot No. SC-02/A9 situated at
Sector-150 in Noida Distt. Gautam
Budh Nagar (U.P.); hereinafter
referred to as "said property"; That
Mr. Shubham Singh has made us
understand that the previous owner,
namely Mr. Faraz Nawaidul Haque,
lost or misplaced the following doc-
uments i.e. Agreement to Sub
Lease/BBA/Allotment Letter dated
06.03.2019 & Payment Receipts.
both in favour of Mr. Faraz Nawaidul
Haque & Mrs. Anam Fatima vide LR
NO. 132250902600102 some-
where, which are not traceable or
cannot be found. If anybody or any
person got or having any claim
against on the said above docu-
ments by way of legal heirs,
Mortgage, Gift, Lease, Inheritance,
Lien or otherwise or any objection
with said above documents is here-
by required to make the same
known to the undersigned in writing
in Delhi office address given below
within 7 days from the date of publi-
cation these above documents
should be declared null & void to
such claims & the same if any shall
be consideration as waved and fail-
ing which, it will proceed to com-
plete the sale transaction with the
above owners as if there are no
third party claims/objections/dis-
putes in respect of the said proper-
ty and thereafter no claims/objec-
tions/disputes will be entertained.

M/s PASS & ASSOCIATES, LLP
B-132, Malviya Nagar,

New Delhi-110017
Mob - 09991119392

NAME CHANGE
I, Bandana Ojha W/o Sanjiv Kumar
R/o Flat No. E3-808, Cleo County,
Sector 121, Noida, Gautam Budh
Nagar, Uttar Pradesh-201301, here-
by declare that I have changed the
name of my minor daughter, aged
about 17 years, from Shubhangi
Kashyap to Shubhangi Ojha.

NAME CHANGE
I, Sanjiv Ojha S/O Laxman Ojha
R/O Flat No E3 808, Cleo County
Sector-121 Noida, Gautam Budha
Nagar, Uttar Pradesh - 201301Have
changed my name to Sanjiv Kumar
for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, MANJU W/o Surinder Pal Singh
R/o 44C, Lal Quarters, West Punjabi
Bagh, Punjabi Bagh, Delhi-110026,
have changed my name to MANJU
KAUR for all future purposes

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto Known as JAYA DEVI W/o
BABU LAL Residing at A – 12/S –
3, Second Floor Dilshad Colony ,
East Delhi , Delhi - 110095have
changed my name and shall here-
after be known as JAYA.

NAME CHANGE
I, CHOTTU KUMAR  S/o  TIKA LAL
MANDAL, Residing at  262, Shakur
Pur, North West Delhi - 110034
have change the name of my minor
Daughter DIPU KUMAR aged 16
Years and she shall hereafter be
known as DEEPIKA KUMARI.

Public Notice 
It is for general information that I,
GEETA DHINGRA W/o AMIT
KUMAR DHINGRA, R/o B-1/170,
Gali No.7, Maddi Wali Gali, Vishnu
Garden, Delhi-110018, declare that
name & date of birth of mine has
been wrongly written as GEETA
date of birth 06/05/1979 in my pan
card no.BCKPG2047L. The actual
name and correct date of birth of
mine is GEETA DHINGRA date of
birth 06/05/1980 respectively, which
may be amended accordingly

Gurugram police arrested 2 for
supplying bank accounts in Rs 78

lakh digital arrest fraud case
Gurugram: According to the police, on November

28, 2025, a person filed a complaint. The complaint stat-
ed, “An individual posing as a police officer placed him
under a "digital arrest", intimidated him and fraudulent-
ly obtained a total of Rs 78 lakh through bank transfers.
Based on the complaint, a case was registered under the
relevant sections at the Cyber Crime (South) Police
Station. The accused were identified as Mohammad Saif
Ali of Bhagalpur, Bihar and Saurabh Kumar of Meerut,
Uttar Pradesh, residing in Ghaziabad. Saif was arrested
from Bhagalpur on June 3, while Saurabh was arrested
from Ghaziabad on June 5. Saif was produced before the
court on June 4 and remanded to two days of police cus-
tody. “During police interrogation, it was revealed that
Rs 24 lakh of the defrauded amount had been trans-
ferred into Saif Ali’s bank account. Saif admitted that he
sold this bank account to Saurabh Kumar for Rs 70,000.
Saurabh, in turn, sold Bihar and Saurabh Kumar of
Meerut, Uttar Pradesh, residing in Ghaziabad. Saif was
arrested from Bhagalpur on June 3, while Saurabh was
arrested from Ghaziabad onthe same account to anoth-
er individual for Rs 2.2 lakh. The investigation further
revealed that 52 complaints were already registered in
connection with fraudulent transactions involving Saif
Ali’s bank account. We are questioning the accused,”
said Gaurav Phogat, ACP Cyber.
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SEOUL:(Agency) to Tuesday, according to state media. production capacity, according to a 
separate report by the official Korean  North Korea's nuclear weapons Beijing is a vital source of political and 
Central News Agency (KCNA) on programme is "absolutely non- economic support to North Korea, 
Sunday.This was "in order to supply negotiable", the powerful sister of which is one of the most diplomatically 
enough quantity of missiles", KCNA leader Kim Jong Un said in a statement isolated countries in the world and 
q u o t e d  h i m  a s  s a y i n g . F a l s e  carried by state media on Sunday, under heavy international sanctions.
informationKim Yo Jong, in her ahead of a visit by Chinese President Xi Xi's upcoming visit to Pyongyang would 
statement, went on to slam Washington Jinping.Pyongyang has long insisted be his first in seven years, and comes 
over its comments that the goal of on its right to a nuclear weapon and after he hosted back-to-back summits 
North Korea's denuclearisation had ballistic missile programmes although with US President Donald Trump and 
been reaffirmed during last month's they are forbidden under the terms of Russia's Vladimir Putin last month.
summit between Donald Trump and Xi UN Security Council sanctions. It Pyongyang has repeatedly declared itself 
Jinping in Beijing.The White House enshrined its nuclear status in its an "irreversible" nuclear state since 
posted a fact sheet following the constitution in 2023."Our status as a Kim Jong Un's 2019 summit with 
summit stating that "President Trump nuclear power is absolutely non- Trump collapsed over the scope of 
and President Xi confirmed their negotiable," Kim's sister Kim Yo Jong denuclearisation and sanctions relief.
shared goal to denuclearize North said in a statement published by North North Korea's leader has since been 
Korea", which Kim Yo Jong said was Korea's official Rodong Sinmun, emboldened by the war in Ukraine, 
false."Some officials in the United adding that the North "will not tolerate securing critical support from Moscow 
States still have yet to awaken from any threats".A key player in the after sending thousands of troops to 
their escapist and anachronistic country's communications and foreign fight alongside Russian forces.
dream," she said."This is nothing more policy, Kim Yo Jong's statement came He inspected a major munitions factory t h a n  Wa s h i n g t o n ' s  h a b i t u a l  on the eve of Xi's visit to North Korea, at the weekend and called for it to boost dissemination of false information.”scheduled to take place from Monday 
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Pope Leo XIV urges Spain to stop fanning flames 
of  polarization on first papal visit in 15 years

North Korea nuclear programme 
'absolutely non-negotiable': leader's sister

'Two millennia of  legacy': 
Indian envoy to China hails 
mutual learning of  
languages, exchange of  
ideas

US downs two Iranian drones 
over Strait of Hormuz amid 

renewed tensions
ST. PETERSBURG. (Agency) 

The United States military said it had intercepted and 
destroyed two Iranian attack drones over the Strait of 
Hormuz, describing them as an immediate threat to 
commercial shipping in the strategically vital 
waterway.In a statement posted on X late on Saturday, 
the US Central Command (CENTCOM) said the 
drones were neutralised as tensions escalated sharply 
in West Asia, a day after Iran reportedly launched 
missiles and drones towards Gulf neighbours, 
including Kuwait and Bahrain.“Earlier today, US 
forces in the Middle East shot down two Iranian one-
way attack drones that threatened international 
maritime traffic in the Strait of Hormuz,” US Central 
Command announced on its X account.The command 
added that “erican forces remain postured and ready to 
continue defending against Iranian aggression.”

The interception marks the latest flashpoint in a 
widening military confrontation between Washington 
and Tehran, raising concerns over the stability of an 
already fragile ceasefire arrangement in the region.

The latest escalation followed US strikes early on 
Saturday on Iranian coastal radar facilities in Goruk 
and Qeshm Island near the Strait of Hormuz.

CENTCOM said the operation was carried out after 
Iranian drones were earlier intercepted over maritime 
routes considered critical to global shipping.

Iran subsequently launched missiles towards US 
military facilities in Kuwait and Bahrain in what it 
described as retaliatory action.Kuwaiti authorities said 
seven ballistic missiles crossed populated areas, 
causing structural damage but no casualties. In 
Bahrain, officials activated emergency sirens and 
advised residents to take shelter.Iran’s Revolutionary 
Guard claimed responsibility for the strikes, asserting 
that American military installations in both Gulf 
countries had been successfully targeted.The US 
military, however, said six incoming missiles were 
intercepted by regional air defence systems, while 
another failed to reach its target.

Despite the military exchanges, diplomatic channels 
remained open.Pakistan continued mediation efforts, 
with Interior Minister Mohsin Naqvi arriving in 
Tehran on Saturday carrying what Iranian media 
described as a special message from Pakistan’s 
political and military leadership to Iran’s Supreme 
Leader, Mojtaba Khamenei.Diplomatic negotiations, 
however, appeared to have slowed amid Tehran’s 
demands for access to frozen assets, relief from 
sanctions affecting oil exports and ports, and greater 
leverage over maritime routes through the Strait of 
Hormuz.An adviser to Iran’s supreme leader had 
earlier indicated that the release of $24 billion in 
Iranian assets frozen by the United States remained 
central to any peace arrangement.

WORLD

Russian drone strikes kill 
two in Ukraine

World. (Agency) 
A shooting near a community festival in Toledo, Ohio, 

wounded at least 12 people, and police said a search 
for the suspects was ongoing following an outbreak 
of gunfire that sent crowds scrambling for cover.

Two of the wounded were in critical condition, Toledo 
Deputy Police Chief Joe Heffernan said. He said it 
appeared there were at least two people firing 
weapons who were "probably shooting at each 
other."The Toledo Police Department said the 
shooting happened near the Old West End Festival, 
an annual gathering of live music and home tours in 
a historic district of the city.The department said an 
active search was underway for those responsible.

"I am deeply concerned about the situation in Toledo 
tonight. Summer festivals should be safe spaces for 
families to spend time together without fear of 
violence," Ohio Gov. Mike DeWine said in a 
statement.Multiple videos posted to social media 
showed people running over the sound of gunshots 
and emergency officials tending to others who 
appeared wounded.

Kevin Berry said he was sitting in the neighborhood 
arboretum listening to live music with his friends 
when he heard a handful of gunshots ring out.

"Everybody hit the deck," he said.
When he looked back up, he saw a gun being tossed to 

the ground less than 50 feet (15 meters) away from 
him. Police officers who were already on-site for the 
festival immediately responded to the scene.

Berry, who has medical training and served in the U.S. 
Navy, said he walked around the area looking for 
potential victims who might need help. He said he 
saw at least five people with gunshot wounds.

ZLeo's visit signals a return of  
papal attention to Europe’s 
Christian roots after Pope Francis 
largely stayed away from the 
traditional centers of  Christianity 
in favor of  smaller Catholic 
communities farther away.

world. (Agency) 
Vikram Doraiswami, Indian Ambassador to China, 

addressing students at Beijing Foreign Studies 
University, asserted that mutual learning of languages 
and exchange of ideas over two millennia is a 
defining aspect of the relationship between India and 
China.Doraiswami, who took charge as India's envoy 
to China last month, delivered a lecture on Friday and 
held a conversation with students and faculty 
members.BFSU, a premier institution for foreign 
languages in China, offers courses in 102 languages, 
including Tamil, Hindi, Bengali, Sanskrit and Urdu.It 
recently added Punjabi to its list of courses.The 
languages are taught primarily to Chinese students as 
well as diplomats and officials. Many of its students 
go on to work with Chinese foreign-language media 
organisations, including state radio and television 
services catering to overseas audiences.During his 
lecture, Doraiswami, a fluent Mandarin speaker, 
highlighted how the study of languages, societies and 
a dialogue of ideas had been a defining feature of 
India-China engagement for more than two 
millennia."Citing examples from the Mauryan period 
to the modern era, he [Doraiswami] noted how 
exchanges between the world's two oldest continuous 
civilisations enriched both societies through the 
sharing of knowledge, philosophy, artistic traditions, 
technologies, and innovation," according to a post on 
X by the Indian Embassy in Beijing.He emphasised 
that such interactions historically generated mutual 
benefit and remained more important than ever as 
both countries undergo profound economic, 
technological and social transformation," it said.It 
added, "The lecture also explored the remarkable 
changes taking place in India today and the need for 
deeper knowledge, academic engagement, and 
people-to-people exchanges to better understand 
each other's contemporary realities."

Taiwan coast guard says deploys 
vessels in response to China operation

Christian roots after Pope Francis people in the once-staunchly Catholic 
largely stayed away from the but now secularized country.
traditional centers of Christianity in During his welcome address, Leo 
favor of smaller Catholic communities appealed to Spaniards, especially 
farther away.Leo is seemingly keen to political leaders, to put polemics aside 
bring his message of peace, unity and and invest in educating young people 
human dignity to a continent sorely to appreciate diversity and complexity 

rather than shunning them.
“Today, the temptation to gain 

popularity by fanning the flames 
of polarization seems to have 
grown rather than diminished, MADRID. (Agency) 
and human dignity continues to  Pope Leo XIV urged Spaniards on 
be violated,” Leo said.He Saturday to stop “fanning the flames 
appealed to Spain’s place at the of polarization” as he arrived in Spain 
heart of Christian Europe to at a moment of political turmoil for the 
serve as a model for the rest of Socialist-led government and a 
the continent, while also credibility crisis for the Catholic 
recalling the country's 800-year Church.The American pontiff traveled 
Moorish past, when cities like polarized over migration, the Russia-to Spain dozens of times as a priest, but 

Toledo and Córdoba became, he said, Ukraine war and anxiety over artificial this is the first visit here by a pope in 15 
“centers of dialogue between intelligence.The pope, known as León years. And Spaniards turned out in 
languages, religions and knowledge.”XIV in Spanish, opened his weeklong droves to welcome Leo, with an 

“For the love of truth, I invite everyone trip in Madrid, greeted at the airport by estimated 500,000 people — many of 
to set aside the divisive and polarizing the country’s Catholic monarchs, King them young — cheering “This is the 
narratives of your societal reality and Felipe VI and Queen Letizia, and youth of the pope” at a raucous 
history,” he said. Doing so will help Prime Minister Pedro Sánchez. He told evening prayer vigil in Plaza de Lima 
E u r o p e  “ o v e r c o m e  s t e r i l e  reporters, while traveling, that he was in Madrid, where Leo was treated to a 
simplifications through the fruitful particularly heartened by reports of a rock star's welcome.Leo's visit signals 
appreciation of complexity.”spiritual awakening among young a return of papal attention to Europe’s 

necessary action taken against Japan and CHIPPEWA FALLS. (Agency) 
the Philippines' unilateral announcement Taiwan's coast guard said Sunday it has 
they would start 'negotiations on d e p l o y e d  v e s s e l s  " t o  r e s p o n d  
delimiting a maritime boundary'" near appropriately" to a Chinese operation in 
Taiwan, Xinhua added.Taiwan said waters east of the island democracy, which 
Wednesday it should be consulted on the it said "violates international law".It comes 
Japan-Philippines talks.Manila and after Chinese state media reported 
Tokyo's shared grievances over Chinese Saturday that the "law enforcement 
maritime territorial claims have seen them operation" was in response to talks 
draw increasingly close in recent between Japan and the Philippines to draw 
years.Japan and China are in territorial and a boundary in the affected waters.China, 
economic disputes in the East China Sea, which asserts Taiwan is part of its territory, 
where coast guard ships from both sides called the talks "illegal" and has claimed 
routinely stage tense standoffs.exclusive control over the waters.The 

Beijing has meanwhile deployed navy and Chinese ships have been monitored 
coast guard vessels in the South China Sea, "throughout the entire process" and Taiwan 
in a bid to bar the Philippines from "has deployed the necessary vessels to 
strategically important reefs and islands, respond appropriately," the Taiwanese 
leading to a string of confrontations.coast guard said in a statement.Taiwan said statement said, adding that "China does not provinces Fujian and Guangdong to 

it had detected four Chinese government Taiwan's coast guard said Saturday that a enjoy any sovereign rights in the waters "conduct a special maritime traffic law 
vessels departing from Xiamen port which Chinese survey vessel had joined a coast east of Taiwan".Tokyo and Manila said last enforcement operation in waters east of 
had sailed outside Taiwanese restricted guard ship in waters around Pratas Island in month they would start formal talks "to Taiwan Island", state news agency Xinhua 
waters southwest of the island.Taiwan's the northern part of the South China Sea.delimit the maritime boundary" of an said.The report did not give details on the 
coast guard dispatched more than five The Taiwanese coast guard said it was "the economic zone and continental shelf operation, including how long it lasted or 
vessels "to assist with surveillance".The first observed instance of Chinese coast between them, angering Beijing.On whether it was still ongoing, and it did not 
Chinese vessels were expected to arrive "in guard and survey vessels acting in Saturday, Beijing's transport ministry say whether maritime police dispatched 
the relevant waters" on Sunday, the coordination to provoke Taiwan".organised maritime police from coastal ships to the area.The operation was "a 

ministry's budget had more than doubled been less visible as the Israeli economy on June 1 by the Israel Democracy Institute JERUSALEM. (Agency) 
since October 2023.To support the war quickly overcame the initial shock of the (IDI) think tank, 31 percent of respondents  The enormous costs of Israel's multi-front 
effort, the government borrowed heavily war. GDP had returned to its 2022 level by said they had experienced a decline in their war and Prime Minister Benjamin 
on international markets in 2024 and 2024 and is continuing to grow at an wages or income since October 7, 2023.Netanyahu's determination to turn his 
2025.It has reached the point where public enviable rate. The phenomenon is hitting the self-employed country into a "super-Sparta" of the Middle 
debt now accounts for more than 69 But the ongoing mobilisation of tens of and lowest-income workers the hardest.At East are driving up the defence budget and 
percent of GDP, compared to 60 the Herzliya conference, the deputy raising fears of cutbacks in education and 
percent before the war, according to the head of budgets at the finance healthcare.The total cost of the series of 
Treasury. ministry, Tamar Levy-Boneh, interconnected regional conflicts that 

Taxes and social security contributions warned against a "trauma economy" began with Hamas's attack on Israel on 
h a v e  a l s o  i n c r e a s e d . ' Tr a u m a  -- in which the sense of shock and October 7, 2023 stood at 405 billion shekels 
economy'Israelis are "paying twice" for failure from October 7 lead the ($138 billion) as of late April, according to 
the war, said Esteban Klor, an military to constantly demand more the governor of the Bank of Israel, Amir 
economics professor at Jerusalem's funding to ensure the country's Yaron."That's a huge figure, more than 17 
Hebrew University.The first cost, he security."The security establishment percent of GDP," he said during a recent 
told AFP, is via the decline in must learn to meet its needs in a way economic conference in Herzliya, north of 
government social spending and that does not undermine the standard Tel Aviv.Just the military campaign against 
reduced investment in public services of living and must assume its share of Iran, which began with a wave of US-Israeli 
resulting from several successive responsibility," Levy-Boneh said.strikes on February 28, incurred an 
"across-the-board" budget cuts, even as additional cost of 35 billion shekels ($12 'Super-Sparta'
"we are... increasing the debt".Education thousands of reservists since October 2023 billion) for the state up until a ceasefire took But Netanyahu advocates the opposite 
will suffer, the quality of infrastructure will is also taking a toll.Since... many of our effect on April 8, according to an initial view.In September 2025, he said Israel had 
decline, as will the performance of the workers are in the army rather than at their estimate by the finance ministry.Following no choice but to become a "super-Sparta", a 
healthcare system," he said.The second jobs, this affects production," Klor the adoption of the 2026 budget in late reference to the ancient Greek city-state 
cost is to economic growth, though this has explained.According to a survey published March, the government noted the defence devoted entirely to war.

At least 12 people shot at 
Ohio festival as search for 
suspects continues

KYIV. (Agency) 
Russian drone strikes killed two people in Ukraine, 

officials said Sunday, as world leaders gathered in 
London to discuss piling pressure on Moscow over its 
four-year war.Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelensky will meet the leaders of France, Germany 
and Britain on Sunday for talks on the way forward as 
Russia suffers military setbacks in the invasion of its 
neighbour.A Russian drone strike killed a 56-year-old 
man working as a minibus driver in Ukraine's 
southern Zaporizhzhia region, the State Emergency 
Service of Ukraine wrote on Telegram on Sunday.

A 59-year-old man was killed in a separate attack in the 
central Dnipropetrovsk region, when Russian drones 
and aerial bombs rained down over two districts, 
regional military chief Oleksandr Ganzha posted on 
Telegram on Sunday.The attacks wounded a 35-year-
old man and damaged infrastructure, Ganzha said.

Ukraine recaptured more territory than it lost to Russian 
forces in May for the second straight month, AFP 
analysis of data from the Institute for the Study of War 
(ISW) showed earlier this month.Russia's offensive 
has meanwhile led to rising prices, tax hikes, two-
decade-high borrowing costs, business shutdowns 
and labour shortages, putting the economy in its 
trickiest spot since the full-scale invasion of Ukraine 
in February 2022.Zelensky proposed a face-to-face 
meeting with Vladimir Putin in an open letter to the 
Russian leader on Thursday, saying he was also ready 
for a "full ceasefire".Putin, speaking at Russia's 
flagship economic forum on Friday, rejected 
suggestions the Russian economy had collapsed, 
saying "we have descended to the same level at which 
Eurozone countries have been experiencing growth 
for the past few years."

Israel's permanent state of war 
comes with economic, social costs
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invincibility. To that effect, the swift A month from the May 4 election debacle that 
dismantling of the party and the no-going-back ended her 15-year hegemony in West Bengal 
defiance by sections of the rank and file come at the hands of the Bharatiya Janata Party, 
as a surprise. True to her nature, the feisty Mamata Banerjee’s legislative fortress is 
Mamata is not expected to give up without a crumbling. The 71-year-old three-time Chief 
fight on who the real Trinamool is. Under these Minister is facing a rebellion that threatens to 
circumstances, any possibility of self-push her out of the Trinamool Congress 
introspection over the electoral defeat is (TMC) calculus itself. Claiming to be the real 
unlikely. When survival is at stake, there is TMC legislature party, at least 58 of the 80 
little chance of an objective overview of party MLAs have elected Ritabrata Banerjee 
criticism regarding her style of governance, or as their leader, securing recognition from the 
nephew Abhishek’s highhandedness and the Assembly Speaker. The rebellion — akin to 
importance given to him. That may not augur Eknath Shinde’s Shiv Sena model that the 
well for Mamata.BJP astutely managed in Maharashtra — 

As is the wont of Indian politics, TMC’s poses an unusual situation for Mamata. Since 
shrinking fortunes is party-hopping time. she quit the Congress and floated the TMC 28 
Loyalty is a fickle commodity. Power is the years ago, she has quelled dissension with an 
presiding deity. A real concern is an Opposition iron hand. Not this time. The Raghav Chadha 
that forgets its primary role and chooses to play model of weaning away Trinamool’s MPs 

its undisputed supremo exhibited an image of along with the Suvendu Adhikari government.may well be next.Till the day of the result, the TMC and 

When a rebel faces a 
mutiny on her own ship

Encounter model taints khaki

TMC vs Mamata : Party supremo faces existential crisis

What Bengal did this week, India has done before. 
Yet the turn of events in the fourth-most populous 
state was stunning given that none of this was 
thinkable even on May 3.

A month after the BJP’s spectacular triumph of 
winning a two-thirds majority in the state, the 
declaration of autonomy by two-thirds of 
Trinamool Congress legislators is a resounding 
vote of no-confidence against Mamata Banerjee 
in general and, more specifically, against 
Abhishek Banerjee, denying the nephew locus 
standi as the party’s national general secretary.

The disintegration of Trinamool is a body blow to 
Mamata Banerjee—for she embodies the party. 
The break from the past is even more remarkable 
when you consider that a relative newcomer in 
Trinamool politics, Ritabrata Banerjee, has been 
selected leader of the breakaway group of 58 
legislators, who have been recognised by the new 
Assembly Speaker Rathindra Bose as the 
principal opposition.It’s a flame-out Mamata 
does not appear to have anticipated herself. It 
leaves her alienated from the party she founded in 
1998 after quitting the Congress. The likelihood 
of this eruption seemed improbable before May 
4. Before and during the election, the Trinamool 
Congress was a large, popular, dominating 
political presence in West Bengal. However, after 
the breakup, it now seems entirely expected, as 
more and more legislators and other party leaders 
spew venom against Abhishek’s monopolisation 
of power and Mamata’s acquiescence, if not 
active indulgence of his takeover as the dynastic 
successor.The crisis in the Trinamool Congress is 
familiar in most regional parties founded by or 
taken captive by a single family. A game of 
thrones is triggered when the right of a son or 
daughter to succeed the founder is challenged by 
an upwardly-mobile popular leader from outside 
the family. The fight between the bloodline and 
the outsider is a replay of feudal succession 
battles. Political parties are not hereditary 
fiefdoms, even when the parallels are 
unmistakable.Between dynastic succession and 
choices determined by bloodlines—as in 
Abhishek Banerjee’s approval of Sobhandeb 
Chattopadhyay as the Trinamool Congress 
Leader of the Opposition, and a democratic 
choice by a majority, Ritabrata Banerjee—there 
is always the probability of a split.

In Maharashtra, the Shiv Sena split twice; first 
when Raj Thackeray quit over Uddhav 
Thackeray’s succession to the Bal Thackeray 
legacy and then when Eknath Shinde exited and 
took the bulk of the party with him along with the 
name and electoral symbol that have immense 
resonance among voters in the state. The 
Nationalist Congress Party also split to leave 
founder Sharad Pawar in the minority, while his 
nephew, the late Ajit Pawar, seized the larger 
chunk. In Assam, the large-scale exodus from the 
Congress led by Himanta Biswa Sarma to the BJP 
was a fallout of the late Chief Minister Tarun 
Gogoi’s dynastic ambitions for his son Gaurav.

In the Hindi heartland, there have been multiple 
feuds over succession, starting with when 
Akhilesh Yadav had a hard time taking over the 
Samajwadi Party from his father Mulayam Singh 
as well as a host of claimants related by blood or 
long association. The same is true for Tejashwi 
Yadav, who did not get to lead the Rashtriya 
Janata Dal without a fight. When Mayawati lost 
the election in 2012, after her fourth and final 
stint as chief minister, the Bahujan Samaj Party 
began crumbling as a significant political force in 
Uttar Pradesh, as rivals began scrambling for 
what remained and she dithered over choosing 
her successor, as she continues to do even 
now.Curiously, Akhilesh Yadav, Gaurav Gogoi 
and Mayawati all moved beyond state politics, 
choosing to use Parliament, both the Lok Sabha 
and the Rajya Sabha, as alternative sites for 
continuing their political careers when winning 
majorities in their state legislatures became 
unachievable targets.

Police officers got distracted by allegations of racism while failing to recognise who had actually been attacked.

UTTAR Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath’s 
methods of controlling crime and criminals are being 
adopted by his counterparts in Bihar and Odisha. There 
has been a spate of police encounters since Samrat 
Choudhary took over as Bihar CM in April. Several 
encounters were reported from Odisha in May after 
Chief Minister Mohan Charan Majhi told the police to 
root out organised crime in the state.These developments 
are on expected lines because BJP-ruled states are 
known for resorting to fake encounters and “bulldozer 
justice” to punish the accused. Assam, Uttarakhand, 
Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat and Haryana have also tried to 
copy UP’s policing model, but they have been 
circumspect at times. There is a pattern discernible in 
these states that leads analysts to conclude that the 
controversial policy has the blessings of the ruling 
party’s top brass.Last month, the Yogi government stated 
that 289 dreaded criminals had been neutralised in police 
encounters during the last nine years. The UP Police 
conducted over 17,000 such operations in which more 
than 34,000 criminals were arrested.The popularity that 
Yogi has achieved by vesting the state police with the 
powers to investigate, prosecute, judge and finally 
deliver “instant justice” — four roles rolled into one — 
has prompted the BJP to use this template in other states.

When Nitish Kumar led the coalition government in Bihar, 
such methods were anathema to him. But as soon as he 
agreed to enter the Rajya Sabha and left the governance criminal law in India is based on the one prevalent in system started crumbling.When the political class starts 
of the state in the BJP’s hands, a change in tactics on the England and Northern Ireland. The police are naturally relying on the money and muscle power of ganglords to 
sensitive subject of crime control was inevitable.Samrat the first stop in this process. Cops register the FIR (First win elections, corruption becomes the coin of the realm 
Choudhary has made it clear that the Bihar Police have Information Report) that sets the law in motion. The and law-and-order management goes into free fall. When 
been given a free hand to take action against criminals. police investigate the offence and arrest the accused. The citizens feel the adverse effects of this change, the rulers 
He has also hit back at the Leader of the Opposition, role of the police ends with the submission of the get alarmed and resort to shortcuts to reassert their 
Tejashwi Yadav, who alleged that caste-based chargesheet in the magistrate’s court. authority.It is easier to permit the police force that reports 
encounters were being carried out in the state. “I will tell The public prosecutor takes over from there and argues the to the Home Department to shoot criminals on sight rather 
the police personnel — fine, ask their caste first and then case in the court. The magistrate or the judge (in case of than let the four pillars of the system do their work 
fire,” the CM said in a sarcastic vein. heinous offences) decides the culpability of the accused. honestly. Justice Muralidhar of the Delhi High Court was 

When BJP leader Gopinath Munde was the Home Minister If the crime carries the death penalty and it is awarded by transferred overnight after he criticised the police for not 
in the Shiv Sena-led government in Maharashtra, he had the judge and later upheld by the high court, the jailor taking action against BJP leaders who were accused of 
the temerity to announce in the Assembly that he had gets the sentence executed by hangmen in the presence hate speech during the 2020 Delhi riotsUP-style 
instructed the police to shoot criminals if they dared to of the district magistrate. encounters were common in Punjab during the era of 
misbehave on the streets.Such liberty, if given by the The police, the prosecutor, the judge and the jailor each terrorism in the 1980s and 1990s. Terrorists shot cops on 
political bosses to the police, is fraught with dangerous have a role to play independent of each other. If the cops sight. They did not recognise the authority of the State and 
consequences. In Mumbai, for instance, a whole new are given the four roles by desperate politicians, the end its laws. They presented a law-and-order problem of a 
breed of “encounter specialists” was born. They became result is a police force let loose, posing a constant danger different kind. Even high court judges whom I consulted 
very popular among local citizens. Bollywood made to the public.Ordinary citizens do not understand that it’s told me not to bring them to trial in courts of law!When 
movies based on their exploits. the judicial system that needs to be fixed to restore public the public gets enamoured with quick justice executed by 

These officers themselves became prosperous, even as the faith in the rule of law. In the colonial era, the four cogs the police, the party in power has no qualms about 
number of extortion complaints went up. When the worked separately and seamlessly to make the system persisting with these methods. Enlightened police leaders 
“specialists” were shifted out of the Crime Branch, a work. It was when interference in the investigation and must highlight the perils of turning cops into “criminals in 
semblance of sanity was restored. prosecution units by the political class began that the uniform”.

The judicial process that governs the application of the 

UP template is being replicated in other BJP-ruled states such as Bihar and Odisha

believe police officers became distracted by allegations teacher. considered individually.This is, after all, the nation that gave the world 
of racism while failing to recognise who had actually parliamentary democracy, the civil service and a Six police officers arrived at their home. But together they have created a wider impression that the 
been attacked.Whether that judgement is entirely fair reputation—sometimes deserved, sometimes not—for boundaries of policing are expanding into areas that Levine was arrested in front of one of the couple's 
will be debated for yearsBut the public reaction reveals administrative common sense.Yet many Britons now previous generations would have regarded as matters children, who was three years old.
something important.Many Briton nolonger trust their wonder whether that common sense is being for families, schools, employers or civil society.No prosecution followed. Hertfordshire Police later 
institutions to exercise ordinary judgement when overwhelmed by something else: an increasing The controversy surrounding Graham Linehan, co-admitted the arrests were unlawful and paid 
questions of identity are involved.For many critics, preoccupation with identity, offence and the fear of creator of the popular television comedy Father Ted, has compensation. Even the county's Police and Crime 
these anxieties first surfaced during debates over causing controversy. Questions involving race, religion, reinforced that perception.
Islamist extremism, integration, community relations immigration and minority communities now shape Linehan was arrested at Heathrow Airport in 
and accusations of Islamophobia. Similar controversies public debate in ways that would have seemed connection with social media posts concerning 
emerged during the grooming-gang scandals that later unfamiliar a generation ago. transgender issues. The image of five police officers 

The question has been thrown into sharp relief by the engulfed several English towns, including Rotherham, demanding DNA details from a comedy writer 
tragic case of Henry Nowak, an 18-year-old student Rochdale and Telford. because of online comments immediately provoked 

Over many years, hundreds of vulnerable white girls were who died after being stabbed in Southampton. The questions about priorities.The case quickly became 
sexually exploited by organised groups of mostly circumstances of the case would soon draw police, another national argument about free speech, 
Pakistani men. Subsequent inquiries found serious media and public opinion into a fraught debate policing priorities and the limits of acceptable 
failures by police, local authorities and social services.involving race, religion and identity.For Indian readers, opinion. The details differ dramatically—a murder 

several aspects of the case are immediately Critics argued that some officials were reluctant to investigation, a school dispute and social media 
recognisable. The attacker, Vickrum Digwa, was a Sikh. confront aspects of the abuse for fear of inflaming posts—but together they point to the same 
There were allegations of racist abuse. There were community tensions or attracting accusations of racism unde r ly ing  conce rn .The  pub l i c  s ee s  a  
claims involving a turban. Questions of identity, or Islamophobia. Others dispute that interpretation and contradiction.Police say they cannot investigate 
religion and discrimination quickly became entangled point to a range of institutional failures. The scandals every burglary, theft or act of anti-social behaviour 
with the facts of a violent crime.Yet what has shocked left a lasting impression on public opinion and became a because resources are stretched.
Britain is not simply the killing itself. touchstone in wider debates about identity, community Yet they somehow find the manpower to record non-

relations and official judgement.It is what happened afterwards. crime hate incidents, visit citizens over controversial 
The issue extends beyond race or religion. It reflects a Bodycam footage released after the trial appears to show a tweets and intervene in disputes that previous Commissioner acknowledged that the dispute 

broader anxiety that public authorities have become dying young man repeatedly insisting that he had been generations would have settled without police "shouldn't have become a police matter".
increasingly responsive to allegations of offence while stabbed.One exchange has become emblematic of the involvement.

Many Britons see a pattern.
appearing less effective in dealing with actual harm.entire controversy."I've been stabbed," Nowak told The complaint is not that British police are too active.

A parent complains about a school.
arresting officers."I don't think you have, mate," the Yet a series of incidents has helped create precisely that It is that they often appear active in the wrong places.

Police arrive.
police replied. perception.Consider the case of Maxie Allen and That perception may not always be fair.

A social media argument escalates.
Rosalind Levine in Hertfordshire.The first statement was true. Police officers face difficult decisions. Genuine racism 

Police become involved.
The couple became involved in a dispute with their The second was disastrously wrong. exists. Genuine discrimination exists. Genuine threats 

An allegation of offence is made.
At another point, Nowak can be heard saying: "I can't daughter's primary school. They exchanged emails and exist online.

Officials intervene.breathe."The footage has generated outrage because participated in WhatsApp discussions concerning No serious person believes such matters should simply be 
Each case has its own facts. Each deserves to be many viewers reached a troubling conclusion. They school management and the appointment of a head ignored.

Race, religion, immigration & a killing in Britain

 The Raghav Chadha model of weaning away Trinamool’s MPs may well be next
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in a meditative state, showing no signs of more emotional, occasionally losing New Delhi (Agency)  
panic even when Chwalinska broke her control, throwing racquets, and showing Mirra Andreeva wasn’t herself on Saturday. 
serve thrice. On the big day, it almost felt visible frustration during matches.The version of Andreeva fans have come to 
like Roger Federer had taken over the court Over time, he worked on refining his know in her early career often looked short 

temperament and learned to channel those of the emotional control required to 
emotions in a more controlled and consistently win at Grand Slam level.
productive way. For Mirra, Federer has As a teenager breaking through on the tour, 
always been an inspiration. Watching his she would occasionally let frustration spill 
composure under pressure reinforced the over when matches started slipping out of 
belief that a steady mindset can matter as her control. Small dips in momentum often 
much as technical skill in achieving triggered visible irritation, whether through 
success.“I watched a lot of Roger’s matches body language, rushed decision-making, or 
here. Obviously I’m never going to have the moments of audible self-criticism between 
same aura – no one’s going to have the same points.Earlier this year in Indian Wells, she 
aura, but I wanted to try to impersonate the smashed a racket and directed frustration 

through Mirra Andreeva, an embodiment way he behaves a little on court, because I towards the crowd during a third-round exit. 
of his trademark serenity under pressure. love watching how he used to play,” Mirra She was also in tears after losing the Madrid 

And why not? Mirra was, in a way, trying to said after the match.Federer himself has Open final to Marta Kostyuk just weeks 
emulate her idol. The result: a maiden described his mental approach as a balance later.But the Mirra Andreeva who stepped 
Grand Slam title. between fire and ice: the fire being his onto Centre Court against Maja Chwalinska 

desire to win, and the ice being his ability to THE FEDERER INSPIRATIONwas different. She was composed, almost 
accept mistakes and stay composed under unshakable, staying calm even when Federer is remembered for his calm, 
pressure. At Roland Garros, Mirra carried momentum threatened to swing away from composed, ice-cool presence on court, 
that same duality, fire in her heart to finally her. Nothing seemed to disturb her rhythm especially in high-pressure moments. Early 
taste Grand Slam success.or clarity.She was calm and composed, as if in his career, however, he admitted to being 

international caps. over time.But in prioritising the horizon, 
organisations often overlook what the THE CORPORATE TRAP
veteran brings to the table: immediate At 33 years old, Patidar has run directly into a 
maturity, hard-earned experience, and a structural bias that exists far beyond the 
fully realised, unflappable skillset.Indian cricket boundary. In any typical corporate 

cricket is currently brimming with that 
exact brand of hyper-youthful talent. 
Every single season of the IPL 
unearths a new prodigy, each one 
younger and flashier than the 
last—personified perfectly by the 
selection of 15-year-old Vaibhav 

MIAMI. (Agency)  Sooryavanshi. Yet, this abundance has 
created a hyper-saturated ecosystem.When the Board of Control for Cricket in 

India (BCCI) announced its new-and- Much like how India views the Indian 
improved T20I squad for the fresh two-year Institutes of Technology (IITs) as the 
cycle, they didn’t just unveil a roadmap for absolute pinnacle of academic 
the future. They quietly shut the door on scarcity, the Indian senior cricket team 
one of the most remarkable redemption has become an el i te ,  nearly 
stories in the modern game. In drawing a impenetrable fortress. There is a 
firm line between franchise loyalty and staggering surplus of world-class 

setup, organisations naturally gravitate international transition, the selectors talent within the country who would 
towards younger individuals. Youth is effectively ensured that Rajat Patidar might comfortably walk into the starting eleven of 
equated with runway; it represents never play a T20 International for almost any other cricketing nation on earth. 
potential, a long-term asset that can be India.The headline is as jarring as it is In India, it doesn't even guarantee you a 
moulded, and a higher return on investment cruel: consecutive IPL crowns, zero ticket to Dublin.

Back-to-back IPL titles, 0 caps: Rajat Patidar 
might never play T20Is for India

New Delhi. (Agency)  
The selection committee has asked Test and 

ODI captain Shubman Gill to prioritise red-
ball and 50-over cricket through the 2027 
ODI World Cup cycle, despite a fine 2026 
IPL, so that he remains fresh for big 
assignments ahead.On Saturday, T20 
squads were announced for the UK Tour and 
Asian Games and the stylish Indian Test 
skipper wasn't considered because he has 
two major ICC assignments on hand in a 
choc-a-bloc calendar.Gill scored 732 runs in 
the just-concluded IPL at a healthy strike-
rate of 163 plus -- his best over the seasons -- 
but with Sanju Samson, Abhishek Sharma, 
Ishan Kishan and Vaibhav Sooryavanshi in 
the squad, it is difficult to slot in another 
quality top order batter."The selectors are 
concerned that there shoudn't be a burn-out 
case with Gill.The kind of calendar that 
Indian cricket team has for next 18 months, 
it is virtually impossible to remain fresh if 
one plays three formats.Gill has to lead India 
in nine WTC Tests and also play around 35 
odd ODIs before the start of 2027 World 
Cup," a BCCI source privy to developments 
told ."The communication is clear that he 
needs to be fit for these two ICC 
assignments. Plus he will play the IPL where 
he leads Gujarat Titans," the source 
added.While Gill is not in the T20 scheme of 
things as of now, he is expected to bounce 
back into contention before the start of the 
2028 Los Angeles Olympics or the T20 
World Cup in Australia."There is still a lot of 
time left for the two marquee T20 events in 
2028. For Gill, the focus is on immediate 
future. Two years from now, no one knows 
which player will be in what kind of form 
and fitness. So this is the pla till 2027 ODI 
World Cup," he added.

dominant campaign in style. Bangladesh's hosts controlled possession during the when Ritu Porna Chakma curled a corner 
Ritu Porna Chakma scored the only goal opening stages and fashioned the better directly towards goal, only for the ball to 
India conceded throughout the tournament, opportunities.Sanfida Nongrum was the first drift narrowly over the crossbar.
but it proved little more than a consolation as India continued to push forward and were 
the hosts reclaimed the trophy they last won denied again when Mile Akter produced a 
in 2019.The triumph marked India's first fine save to keep out Manisha Kalyan's 
SAFF Women's Championship title since powerful half-volley.PYARI STRIKES AS 
2019 after they had failed to reach the final in FINAL BURSTS INTO LIFE
the previous two editions. Bangladesh had The breakthrough finally arrived in the 42nd 
emerged champions in both 2022 and 2024, minute through Pyari Xaxa.
but there was to be no hat-trick of titles as The forward showed excellent footwork 
India produced a commanding performance inside the penalty area before getting a shot 
in front of their home supporters.India away. A deflection off Bangladesh defender 
finished the tournament with a perfect Surovi Akter looped over Mile Akter and 
record, winning all their matches, scoring 18 into the net, giving India a deserved 
goals and conceding just once. lead.However, the advantage lasted only a 

Margao. (Agency)  INDIA DOMINATE EARLY EXCHANGES few minutes.
India cl inched the SAFF Women's  The final brought together the region's two Deep into first-half stoppage time, Bangladesh to threaten, firing over from a difficult angle, 

Championship title for the sixth time after strongest sides, with India looking to reclaim struck back through Ritu Porna Chakma. before Astam Oraon squandered a golden 
defeating defending champions Bangladesh their place at the top of South Asian women's The forward found space down the left flank chance in the 16th minute after Bangladesh 
3-1 in the final on Saturday, ending a seven- football and Bangladesh aiming to defend and drilled a low effort beyond goalkeeper goalkeeper Mile Akter failed to deal with a 
year wait for the regional crown. their title.Manisha Kalyan was handed her Panthoi Chanu Elangbam to level the scores long ball from Nirmala Devi Phanjoubam.

Goals from Pyari Xaxa, Sanfida Nongrum and first start of the tournament as India sought and hand India their first conceded goal of Bangladesh remained dangerous on the 
Lynda Kom Serto helped the hosts cap off a to impose themselves from the outset. The the tournament.counter and nearly found the breakthrough 

SPORTS

final, the Italian now has the chance to cap a has previously reached three Grand Slam particularly in pressure situations and tight 
dream run by denying Zverev his long- finals, the 2020 US Open, the 2024 French sets. Against Jakub Mensik in the semi-final, 
awaited coronation.Zverev booked his place Open, and the 2025 Australian Open, but is he responded well after surrendering the 
in the final with a 7-5, 6-2, 3-6, 6-3 victory still searching for his first major title. third set, regaining control to close out the 
over Jakub Mensik in the semi-finals. The match in four sets and underline his ability to At 29, Zverev is no longer regarded as an 
world No. 3 has dropped just two sets handle momentum shifts.Clay remains emerging talent but as one of the sport’s 
throughout the tournament and has looked Zverev’s strongest surface. His powerful first established stars, with a Grand Slam trophy 
particularly dominant behind his serve. serve and penetrating groundstrokes allow remaining the biggest omission from an 
While several top contenders him to control rallies from the baseline, 
exited early, Zverev has taken while his extensive experience in best-of-
full advantage, displaying the five-set matches provides an advantage 
composure and consistency over first-time Grand Slam finalist Flavio 
e x p e c t e d  o f  a  t i t l e  Cobolli.Yet the mental challenge cannot 
favourite.Cobolli's path to the be ignored. Having fallen short in all 
final took an unusual turn when three of his previous major finals, Zverev 
fellow Italian Matteo Arnaldi will once again have to overcome the 

New Delhi,. (Agency)  withdrew from their semi-final pressure that comes with competing for a 
 Alexander Zverev steps onto Court Philippe- due to illness, sending him long-awaited maiden Grand Slam crown.

Chatrier for the 2026 French Open men’s through without taking the COBOLLI’S CHANCE TO SPOIL THE 
singles final carrying both opportunity and court. Nevertheless, the 24- NARRATIVE
expectation. For the German star, this is year-old has been one of the Cobolli enters the final without pressure but 
familiar territory, his fourth Grand Slam standout performers of the with ambition. The Italian has already 
final, but the stakes are higher than ever as he tournament, producing a series exceeded expectations by reaching his 
chases the elusive major title that has so far of impressive displays to first major final, and his fearless style has 

otherwise impressive resume. His run to the slipped through his grasp. become one of the surprise stories of this made him one of the tournament’s most 
final has been built on consistency and Standing across the net will be Italy’s Flavio year's Roland Garros. exciting players. His aggressive shot-making 
composure.Cobolli, the 10th seed, who has already FOURTH TIME LUCKY FOR ZVEREV? and willingness to take risks have troubled 

Throughout the tournament, Zverev has enjoyed a breakthrough fortnight in Paris. This final represents another defining moment higher-ranked opponents throughout the 
displayed a stronger mental edge, Having reached his maiden Grand Slam in Alexander Zverev’s career. The German event.

India outclass Bangladesh to win SAFF 
Women's Championship after seven years

Alexander Zverev looks to break Slam curse, 
but Flavio Cobolli aims to spoil the party

Mirra Andreeva channels inner Roger Federer, 
flips switch to French Open glory

Paris. (Agency)  
 The Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) 

has requested Vaibhav Sooryavanshi's parents 
to travel with the 15-year-old on India's tours to 
Sri Lanka and the United Kingdom. The 
board's request comes right after the national 
selectors called up Vaibhav to the T20I team.

The BCCI made special provisions for young 
Vaibhav, who will be assimilating into an adult 
squad for the first time in his career. The 
youngster could become the youngest debutant 
ever for India, surpassing the record held by 
Sachin Tendulkar, who made his debut at 16 
years and 207 days.Speaking to Hindustan 
Times, BCCI secretary Devajit Saikia said that 
while the board does not usually allow parents 
to accompany players on tours, special 
permission was given to Vaibhav and his family 
as India try to bring a special talent into the 
national fold.“He was selected to go with the 
senior team from the India A team to Sri Lanka. 

As he is a small child, he is still a minor. When 
he is travelling with the men's team, who are all 
adults, therefore, we deem it proper that his 
parents or anybody from the family can travel 
with him to Sri Lanka,” Saikia said.

“We will make a request to his parents. If they are 
willing to go, then they can go. In fact, his 
father is travelling to Sri Lanka tomorrow. That 
is our thinking. And after that, if his parents also 
wish to go to England, BCCI will support that 
because he is a kid. So, he would need some 
time to assimilate with the senior boys. So, 
from that perspective, we are helping. This is 
not something we allow all parents to do. It is 
not that, but because he is 15 years old, he 
should feel comfortable, and he should take 
some time to adjust to the adult world,” the 
BCCI secretary added.

BCCI requests Vaibhav 
Sooryavanshi's parents to 
travel with Team India on 

overseas tours

New Delhi,. (Agency)  
3rd December 2023. This was the date that 

Shreyas Iyer last played a T20I game for 
India. On that day in Bengaluru against 
Australia, the Mumbai batter scored 53 off 37 
balls with a strike-rate of 143.24. He was in 
the squad for the New Zealand series just 
before the T20 World Cup 2026, but couldn't 
find a spot for the tournament.All of this 
would paint a grim picture for the 31-year-old 
when it comes to future selections with India 
touring Ireland and England in June and July. 
But the entire dynamic has changed and 
Shreyas looks all set to return to the team. 
And not just as a squad member as the skipper 
of the Indian team in the shortest format of the 
game.Sources told India Today that Shreyas 
will replace his Mumbai teammate 
Suryakumar Yadav to usher in a new era for 
the Indian team post the T20 World Cup 
success. And now, the prophecy has become a 
reality with Shreyas being given the 
role."Shreyas absolutely deserves it. With the 
bat. Also his performances as captain, having 
won it once at KKR, couple of really good 
seasons with PBKS. It was unusual he wasn't 
part of the T20I squad, but now that he's 

found a spot, he has earned it," said 
Agarkar.Ricky Ponting, who worked closely 
with Shreyas, detailed why he thought the 31-
year-old was going to be India captain one 
day in T20Is.Pointing out to his maturity as a 
batter and player, the former Aussie skipper's 
prediction has now become a reality.

"There's a reason I spent as much money at the 
auction as I did a couple of years ago (on 
Iyer). He's a ripping guy, very mature player 
now, very mature leader. More often than not 
keeps his emotions in check on the field. The 
respect he has from his players is second to 
none."”The moment he stands in front of the 
group and speaks, not a single eye ball leaves 
a single word he says."

Shubman Gill advised 
to focus on WTC and 

ODI World Cup to 
avoid burnout

Undesirable to undeniable: 
Shreyas Iyer's T20I remontada 
complete with India captaincy

ZIndia defeated Bangladesh 3-
1 in the SAFF Women's 

Championship final to clinch a 
record-extending sixth title, 

ending a seven-year wait and 
completing an unbeaten 

campaign.

ZFIFA World Cup, Group E preview: 

Germany may headline Group E, but 

Ecuador and Ivory Coast have the quality 

and belief to upset the established order. 

With World Cup debutants Curacao eager 

to make history, this promises to be one 

of the tournament's most competitive and 

unpredictable groups.

 

At 33, Rajat Patidar led RCB to 
back-to-back IPL titles, yet was 
ignored for India's T20I reset. It 
explores the brutal bias of  
potential over maturity and his 
stoic, immortal legacy.
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The latest increase follows a Rs 60-
per-cylinder hike announced on 
March 7, taking the cumulative 
increase in domestic LPG prices to 
Rs 89 per cylinder this year.

benchmark set by Saudi Aramco. The latest increase follows a Rs 60-per-
According to the government, the cylinder hike announced on March 7, 
benchmark has risen by around 46 per taking the cumulative increase in 
cent since February."India used to domestic LPG prices to Rs 89 per 
import 60 per cent of its LPG cylinder this year.In a statement, the 
requirements, and the landed cost of government said the cost of supplying a 

that import tracks the Saudi 
Contract Price (CP) that Saudi 
Aramco sets at the start of each 
month. This is an external price 

New Delhi.(Agency) over which the Indian consumer 
 The Centre on Sunday defended the has no control," the government 

latest increase in domestic LPG said.The statement said the Saudi 
prices, saying Indian households CP for LPG rose sharply after 
continue to pay among the lowest disruptions in West Asia.
cooking gas rates globally despite a "Expressed as the 50:50 propane-
sharp 46 per cent rise in international butane blend used for India's LPG, 
benchmark prices triggered by the Saudi CP for LPG stood at 
disruptions in West Asia.The about USD 543 a tonne in 
clarification came a day after the February, before the disruption. 
price of a 14.2-kg domestic LPG domestic LPG cylinder has climbed to Following the closure of the Strait of 
cylinder was raised by Rs 29, taking the over Rs 1,600 due to soaring global Hormuz in late February, the April 
retail price in Delhi to Rs 942 from Rs prices following the outbreak of contract price -- the first set after the 
913.Beneficiaries of the Pradhan conflict in West Asia and disruptions in disruption tightened Mideast Gulf 
Mantri Ujjwala Yojana (PMUY) will the Strait of Hormuz, a critical shipping exports -- rose to USD 775 a tonne, 
continue to pay an effective Rs 642 per route for Gulf energy supplies.ndia’s with propane at USD 750 and butane at 
cylinder after a subsidy of Rs 300 per LPG import prices are linked to the USD 800, and has since edged up 
refill on the first four refills annually. Saudi Contract Price (CP), the global further to USD 790 a tonne in June."

Early signs of  AI trade cooling down likely 
to trigger forex inflows into India

Your flat is delayed. Your EMI isn't. What now?

Will this country slip into AI control? Digital 
minister’s warning raises concerns

New Delhi.(Agency)
 Indian equity markets are likely to remain volatile 

in the coming week as investors track escalating 
geopolitical tensions in West Asia, the Reserve 
Bank of India's latest policy stance, persistent 
foreign fund outflows and rising US bond yields.  
The benchmark indices ended the previous week 
in negative territory, and analysts believe these 
developments could continue to influence 
market direction when trading resumes on 
Monday.The Indian stock market closed lower 
on Friday, extending cautious sentiment among 
investors amid global uncertainties. The Sensex 
fell 117 points to settle at 74,243, while the Nifty 
declined 50 points to close at 23,367.A key factor 
that market participants will closely monitor is 
the worsening situation in West Asia. The US 
military said it struck Iranian coastal radar and 
surveillance sites after intercepting drones 
launched by Iran toward the strategically 
important Strait of Hormuz. According to 
reports, US officials believe the drones were 
targeting maritime traffic in the region. The 
subsequent strikes on surveillance facilities in 
Goruk and Qeshm Island have heightened 
concerns over potential disruptions to global 
energy supplies and shipping routes, factors that 
could influence crude oil prices and investor 
sentiment worldwide.

The Reserve Bank of India's monetary policy 
decision will also remain in focus. RBI Governor 
Sanjay Malhotra announced on Friday that the 
Monetary Policy Committee unanimously 
decided to keep the repo rate unchanged at 5.25 
per cent. The central bank cited concerns over 
rising energy prices and supply-chain disruptions 
linked to the West Asia conflict while assessing 
the inflation outlook. The RBI also announced an 
increase in investment limits for Non-Resident 
Indians and Overseas Citizens of India in equity 
instruments, a move aimed at encouraging 
capital inflows.Foreign investor activity 
continues to be another area of concern for the 
market.Global interest rate expectations may 
also weigh on investor sentiment. Rising 
inflation concerns in the United States pushed 
Treasury yields higher last week, with the yield 
on the two-year Treasury note climbing to a 15-
month high.Higher bond yields generally reduce 
the appeal of equities by offering investors more 
at t ract ive returns from f ixed-income 
investments, potentially leading to increased 
volatility in stock markets across the globe.

BUSINESS

US-Iran tensions, RBI 
policy and other factors 

likely to drive stock 
market next week

securities from taxation announced by market will pave the way for forex New Delhi.(Agency)
the  government ,  fo l lowed by  inflows into India,” said Dr VK  The Nasdaq crash in the US by about 5 
announcements in the monetary policy Vijayakumar, Chief Investment per cent is an indication that the AI 
like the RBI absorbing the hedging Strategist, Geojit Investments Ltd.bubble may burst and if the AI trade 
costs on FCNR deposits mobilised by This has also helped in the stabilisation of cools down and reverse, that can trigger 
commercial banks, increase in forex the rupee. The rupee which had reversal of foreign portfolio investors 

depreciated to a low of 96.96 has (FPI) outflows to the Indian markets, 
appreciated to 94.94 on June 5. This is analysts said on Sunday. In May, FPIs 
a positive development. However, if net sold equity for Rs 32,963 crore. The 
FPIs are to invest in India, the AI sustained selling continued in early 
trade which has been the principal June, too. The total selling in June (up 
driver of FPI outflows away from to 6th) stood at Rs 42,926 crore, taking 
India should change. There are early the total selling in 2026, so far, to Rs 
signs of this happening,” the analyst 283,662 crore ,  as  per  NSDL 
noted.Markets ended last week data.Considering the significance of 
lower, with the benchmark indices, FPI inflows to finance the current 
Nifty and Sensex, declining amid account deficit and the Balance of 
concerns over geopolitical tensions Payments gap, the Central Bank and 

swap window, increased access to and uncertainty in global trade. the government initiated several steps 
government bonds through the FAR However,  support ive domestic to attract FPI. The measures like 
route and increased limit for NRIs and macroeconomic cues helped limit the exemption of interest and capital gains 
OCIs to invest in the Indian equity extent of the decline, said analysts.from FPI investment in government 

New Delhi,.(Agency)
The Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) has carried 

out searches at six locations in Chandigarh, 
Panchkula and Delhi-NCR as part of its probe into an 
alleged Rs 661-crore fraud involving the diversion of 
government funds from Haryana government 
departments and the Chandigarh administration, 
officials said on Sunday.The searches, on Friday 
targeted premises linked to senior Haryana cadre 
public servants, Noida-based Vipam Consultancy 
Pvt Ltd, and its director, officials said on Sunday.The 
action is part of an ongoing investigation into the 
alleged siphoning of funds parked with IDFC First 
Bank and AU Finance Bank.According to the agency, 
the alleged fraud impacted eight Haryana 
government departments and two Chandigarh 
administration entities, Municipal Corporation 
Chandigarh and Chandigarh Renewable Energy and 
Science and Technology Promotion Society 
(CREST)."During investigation evidences have 
surfaced suggesting that the public servants had 
colluded with bank officials and had facilitated in 
opening of accounts, transfer of funds and 
subsequent diversion thereof," the statement said.

The agency alleged that the public servants received 
undue benefits for facilitating the transactions and 
failing to flag irregularities.The CBI further alleged 
that Vipam Consultancy Pvt Ltd received proceeds of 
crime in its bank account, which were later 
transferred to the personal account of its director.

"Incriminating documents, digital devices, property 
documents and other relevant material were seized 
during the search operations," the agency said.

The case stems from one FIR transferred from the 
Haryana State Vigilance and Anti-Corruption Bureau 
and two cases initially registered by the Economic 
Offences Wing police station in Chandigarh.

The agency said the cases pertain to alleged criminal 
conspiracy, misappropriation of government funds 
and related offences committed in connivance with 
bank officials and public servants.The CBI has 
already filed its first chargesheet before a special 
court in Panchkula, detailing the alleged involvement 
of public servants from Haryana Power Generation 
Corporation Ltd and Haryana School Shiksha 
Pariyojna Parishad.

New Delhi.(Agency) 
 Gold holds eternal attraction for common investors as 

well as HNIs. Over the past few years, investment 
strategists have advised people to allocate 10-15% of 
one’s portfolio to gold and silver. The number of 
instruments where one can investment in gold in a 
dematerialised way has gone up with NSE (National 
Stock Exchange) recently launching the EGR or 
electronic gold receipt. With the rise of digital 
investing platforms, investors can now invest in gold 
without purchasing jewellery or coins or bars. Two 
popular options for gold investing are Electronic 
Gold Receipts (EGR) and Gold ETFs or exchange 
traded funds. Let’s see how they compare on different 
cunts.

EGR vs Gold ETF
Ownership: Electronic Gold Receipt offers direct 

ownership representation of physical gold which is 
stored in Sebi-regulated vaults. On the other hands, 
Gold ETFs offer indirect exposure through fund 
structures.Trading mechanism: Both instruments are 
traded on stock exchanges. While EGRs function as 
exchange-backed receipts, Gold ETFs operate 
through mutual fund frameworks. Gold ETFs (and 
Gold ETF Fund of Funds) are launched by mutual 
fund houses.Physical redemption: EGRs are in fact 
closed to metallic gold than ETFs. Therefore, it is 
easier to convert them into gold. Gold ETF 
redemption usually remains restricted for retail 
investors since it is possible only if the investor 
accumulates enough units to match standard gold 
bars which are usually of 1 kg.

Govt defends LPG price hike, says India’s 
cooking gas still among world’s cheapest

CBI raids six locations in Rs 
661-Cr IDFC First Bank-AU 
Finance Bank fraud probe

The warning comes as Japan pushes 
changes to its data protection law to 
speed up artificial intelligence 
development.

criminal records for training AI models, expected in the coming weeks. its position in AI research and 
even in situations where direct consent International AI competition sets the pace infrastructure. Government bodies and 
f r o m  i n d i v i d u a l s  i s  n o t  Japan’s move comes against the backdrop of private companies are both concentrating 
obtained.Matsumoto argued that the intense competition across the world in on machine learning systems, data 
competition in AI has reached a level artificial intelligence. This competition is processing capabilities and high-
where countries cannot afford to move led mainly by the United States and China. performance computing networks.
slowly. According to him, delays in Both countries are investing heavily in Rising demand for AI infrastructure
development could leave Japan Across the world, the demand New Delhi.(Agency) 
dependent on external systems and for computing power and data Japan’s efforts to strengthen its position in 
technologies built elsewhere. He said infrastructure is r ising. artificial intelligence have taken a turn 
the country must act in step with Countries are building new after the country’s digital affairs minister 
international progress to avoid losing data centres and expanding warned that it could turn into an “AI 
g r o u n d  i n  i m p o r t a n t  energy resources to support colony” if it fails to move fast in the 
technologies.Debate over data use large AI systems. Experts say international race.Hisashi Matsumoto 
and privacyOpposition parties and the competition is no longer said Japan must step up investment and 
privacy advocates have expressed l i m i t e d  t o  s o f t w a r e  innovation in artificial intelligence (AI) or 
concerns over the proposal, calling for development, but also depends risk falling into a position where it 
stronger safeguards to ensure the on access to data, computing depends on other countries for advanced 
protection of personal data and reduce e f f i c i e n c y  a n d  c o s t  technology. He urged people to 
the risk of misuse.Lawmakers have management.understand the urgency around AI 
pointed out that while AI development Technology analysts say that development and support national efforts 
is important, the use of private medical future leadership in AI will depend not large-scale data centres, advanced to strengthen the sector.The appeal comes 
and criminal records needs strict just on better algorithms but also on how computing systems and the development at a time when the Japanese government is 
oversight. Attention has turned to how to efficiently countries can manage energy of next-generation AI models.The working on changes to its personal data 
balance technological progress with use and turn AI systems into economic expansion has pushed other countries to protection law. The proposed revision 
individual privacy rights.The bill has value. This race is pushing governments rethink their strategies. Japan, which has would allow AI developers to use 
cleared Japan’s lower house and is now in to rethink how data is collected, stored and long been a leader in technology and sensitive data such as medical and 
the upper house, where further debate is used.manufacturing, is working to strengthen 

Young Indians buying life 
insurance much earlier than 
previous generations, says 
report

Copper prices have risen sharply this year due to supply disruptions at key global mines and strong demand from sectors such as electrification, renewable energy and artificial intelligence-led infrastructure.

How do NSE EGR and gold 
ETFs compare on different 
parameters? Know details 
here

Kolkata.(Agency) 
There seems to be a growing awareness of the 

necessity to buy insurance early in life and a recent 
report indicates that young Indians are buying life 
insurance cover much earlier than earlier 
generations. The coverage among people, 
especially those between 21 and 30 years have 
surged by more than 60% in FY26, said 
“Transparency Report 4.0” of Go Digit Life 
Insurance. “People are significantly widening 
their safety nets. Digit recorded over 50 per cent 
growth in the base sum assured this year. Leading 
this shift are Gen Zs in the 21-30 age group, where 
coverage amounts surged by over 60 per cent,” the 
report mentioned while observing how it is 
becoming a financial decision early in one’s 
career. Significantly, in the decades gone by one 
used to buy insurance policies at the time of 
marriage or when children came into a family or 
even later in life.

Why the trend to buy insurance earlier
One of the disruptions that triggered early purchase 

of life insurance coverage seems to the Covid 
pandemic. Improving financial literacy is another 
driver. The report also suggests that concerns 
around accidents and unexpected risks have also 
risen. Digit Life’s data indicate that the average 
age of accident victims stood at merely 33 years. 
More than 33% of the accident-related cases 
involved people in the age group of 21 to 30 years. 
“Road safety data remains a sobering reminder to 
stay alert. The average age of accident victims is 
just 33 years old, with over one-third of incidents 
involving those aged 21-30,” the report said.

You're paying the EMI. The builder 
missed the deadline. With over 5 
lakh homes stuck across India, 
delayed possession has become a 
financial nightmare for thousands of 
buyers. Here's what experts say you 
can do when your dream home 
doesn't arrive on time.

harder to ignore: what now?For across 42 cities as of July 2024. That is up previously estimated that 6.29 lakh 
thousands of homebuyers across India, from 4.65 lakh stalled units in 2018.More homes worth Rs 5.05 lakh crore were 
this is not a hypothetical situation. It is a importantly, the problem extends beyond either severely delayed or stalled across 
financial reality.While India's housing outright stalled projects. PropEquity India's top seven cities. More recently, 
market continues to see strong sales and notes that four out of five under- Anarock Capital estimated that over 4.5 
new project  launches ,  delayed construction homes that are eventually lakh affordable and mid-income homes 
possession remains one of the across more than 1,500 projects 
b i g g e s t  h e a d a c h e s  f o r  remain stalled and require 
homebuyers. And for many roughly Rs 55,000 crore in 
families, the consequences go f u n d i n g  s u p p o r t  t o  b e  
far beyond inconvenience. completed.
Delays can mean years of The numbers make one thing 
paying both rent and EMI, clear: delayed possession is not 
missed tax benefits, disrupted an isolated problem. It is one of 
financial plans and, in some the largest consumer issues in 
cases ,  p ro longed  l ega l  India's real estate sector.WHAT 

New Delhi,.(Agency) battles.The good news is that ARE YOUR RIGHTS IF A 
homebuyers today have more You booked a flat. The builder promised BUILDER MISSES THE 
rights and legal protections possession in a few years. You planned POSSESSION DATE?
than they did a decade ago. The your finances around it. Perhaps you took O n e  o f  t h e  b i g g e s t  
challenge is knowing what a home loan, started paying EMIs and misconceptions among buyers 
those rights are and when to imagined moving into your new home is that they have no option but to 
use them.within a few years. keep waiting.delivered still face delays of three to four 

DELAYED POSSESSION REMAINS A Then the possession date came and went. That is not the case.years.The problem is particularly acute in 
MASSIVE PROBLEM IN INDIAThe building is still unfinished. The Sneha Suresh Agicha, Advocate at D. M. NCR. Greater Noida alone has 74,645 

If your project has been delayed, you are far promised handover has been pushed Harish & Co., says the RERA Act stuck units. Gurugram has 52,509 units 
from alone.According to PropEquity, back. You are still paying rent. You are fundamentally changed the balance of spread across 158 stalled projects, while 
near ly  2 ,000  hous ing  pro jec t s  still paying your home loan. And every power between developers  and Noida has 41,438 units across 103 stalled 
comprising 5.08 lakh units were stalled month, the same question becomes homebuyers.projects.Property consultant Anarock 
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Technology encompasses every aspect of our 
lives today, from smartphones to tablets, and 
even smart home appliances. Karan Bajaj 
explores easy ways to incorporate tech into 
your home and lifestyle.
LIGHTING
Most people still stick to the standard white 
lighting for their homes, even though you can 
now have mood-based lighting that can that 
can change colour instantly on demand. The 
Philips LivingColors 
table lamp is one option 
that lets you choose 
from 16 million colors. 
There are also LED 
b u l b s  o f f e r e d  b y  
companies like Syska, 
Enrg and IOTA that can 
be plugged into normal 
s o c k e t s .  Yo u  c a n  
change their colours 
using free apps on your 
smartphone.
SECURITY
There are two ways to enhance your home's 
security using tech. One is to set up a security 
camera. Buy a wireless IP camera that 
supports two-way audio communication 
(priced at `5,000 onwards), place it on a flat 
surface or mount it on a wall and connect it to a 
power outlet, then configure the camera with 
your Wi-Fi network using the smartphone app 
and you can access the camera feed via the app 
or a browser. The other way is to install a smart 
door lock. There are various options available, 
including pin-code locks, fingerprint locks 
and Bluetooth locks.

HOME AUTOMATION
Getting a home automation system integrated into 
your house can be a tedious job and it's better to do 
it during construction. However, now there is a 
simpler way to do it, thanks to a plug-and-play 
option offered by Oakter. It comes with a central 
hub that connects to your home WiFi and enables 
the remote control of pluggedin appliances. 
Oakter's Smart kit ( priced at `10,000) includes a 
few leaves to plug in your devices and allows you 

t o  a d d  m o r e ,  i f  
required.Once it is set up, 
the system lets you control 
all connected devices 
using a smartphone app.
SOUND
When it comes to audio, 
what will set you apart is 
having a speaker in your 
shower. The Kohler Moxie 
Showerhead has a built-in 
magnet that holds the 
waterproof Bluetooth 

speaker in place. It has a rechargeable battery and 
pairs with your phone or tablet to play music.
There is a similar offering by Enrg called Opera. 
Another option that is available is LED bulbs with 
built-in speakers, which connect to your 
smartphone via Bluetooth for playback.
Most of our handled devices today use USB 
charging cables. So, instead of looking around for 
a charger every time, why not just get a wall outlet 
with built-in USB charging ports for your home? 
Havells offers a switch plate under their Crabtree 
brand that replaces an existing switch with a USB 
port to plug in charging wires directly.

Different colours can 
be used to make an all-

white home look 

A work desk not only sets up the mood 
of a working environment but is also 
a reflection of one's personality. 
Considering the space crunch with 
piles of paper and stationery on 
the desk, decking up your 
workstation with minimal 
accessories is the way to go. 
And what's better than 
jazzing up your desk with 
table-top plants, making 
the place look lively.
To know more about the 
plants which would be 
ideal for an office 
environment ,  we 
spoke to Sanya 
Ahuja, Founder & 
CEO of Greenish- 
a plant gifting 
company. "Table-

top plants require 
m i n i m a l  

maintenance and do 
not occupy a lot of 

space—they are less than half-a-feet tall, thus 
making them suitable for the office desk. An ideal 
plant is chosen on the basis of whether it acts as an 
air purifier i.e., absorbs toxins from the 
environment, beautifies or is easy on maintenance. 
They are mostly priced between INR 450-600," 
said Ahuja.
Read to know more about the five ideal table top 
plants, according to Ahuja, and pick the one which 
would make your desk look lively at work:

1. Golden Pothos
Golden Pothos belongs to the money plant family 
and is very easy to maintain too. This is an air 
purifying plant which means it absorbs toxins 
from the air apart from producing oxygen. They 
are tolerant of low light conditions and erratic 
watering—they need to be watered only when its 
soil starts to dry. It needs to be kept in the sunlight 
only once a week. The beauty of this plant lies in 
the texture of its leaves.

2. Syngonium
There are six to seven shades of Syngonium of 
which pink and green have a greater demand. 

These air-purifying plants are preferably 
grown using organic manure 

instead of soil. Organic manure 
is light in weight, has more 

nutrients than plain soil 
and it also tends to 

retain moisture for 
a longer time. 

T h u s ,  t h i s  
plant needs 

With the rising temperatures, global 
warming is making its presence felt, 
making it the right time to develop 
an eco conscience.
D i d  y o u  k n o w  t h a t  s m a l l  
modifications at home can make 
your living space eco-friendly? TOI 
helps you go green with these 
simple tips...
Switch to CFL lights
They may not be as soothing as 
incandescent lights, but CFL bulbs 
save a lot of energy. For those who 
complain about them being too 
bright, there are several options 
available in the market these days so 
that you get the effect you desire. 
What's more, CFL bulbs are light on 
your pocket.
Plant a herb garden
Many of us like having potted plants at 
home,  bu t  ins tead  of  growing  
decorational flowers, plant a herb garden. 
They don't require a lot of effort since 
they are easy to grow. Plus, it's great to 
know that your herbs are pesticide-free 
and that what you are eating is healthy .
Make a compost bin
Composting is a great way to turn 
household trash into nutrient-rich 
supplement for plants. Take a bin (such as 
an old bucket) and make a couple of holes 
on the side and bottom. Layer this with 

broken bricks and sprinkle some water. Now 
place bagasse (the residue of sugarcane once 
the juice is squeezed out) and place it on the 
bricks. Sprinkle more water. Add a fistful of 
compost and the pit is ready.
Stop using plastic bags
The reason you have to pay for plastic bags at 
stores is to discourage its use.
Keep a reusable bag in your handbag or car 
so that it comes in handy whenever you go 
shopping -be it at the grocery store or the 
mall.
Use cloth instead of paper to clean
Find yourself always reaching out for 

kitchen towels or tissues to clean up a mess? 
Break the habit and use cloth instead. And 
you don't have to go out and buy fancy 
towels either; simply recycle and make rags 
out of old T shirts or towels.
Use low flow shower heads
Replace your existing shower heads with 

low flow ones as this can 
save around a 100 litres of 
water a day (depending on 
use). Also ensure that your 
water heater is insulated 
well to save energy, or 
replace it with a solar heater.
Switch off all lights at 
home
Most Indian families leave 
at least one light on at night 
as people believe that a 
house must not be draped in 
darkness.
But this is a criminal waste 
of electricity and is really 
not required.
Plug leaks
Have a leaky faucet? Get it 
fixed! You may think that 
the single drop of water that 

drips every few seconds isn't some thing 
that you must bother about, but that single 
drop accumulates into sever al litres a day . 
Pay a plumber a nominal . fee to fix a leak 
and to save water and see a marked 
difference in your water bill.
Live an unplugged life
Electric appliances like TVs, computers 
and iPod docks continue to consume large 
amounts of energy even when they are in 
standby mode. So ensure that you switch 
them off completely and even take the 
socket out of the plug point.

Helpful ways to make 
your home eco-friendly!

How to use technology to 
manage your home better

5 ideal 
Table top plants 

to make your work desk lively

to be watered and kept in the sunlight only once 
a week, making them an ideal choice for the 
busy bees.

3. Philodendron
The beauty of this plant lies in the 'cut' of its leaf 
—the fast growing Philodendron hybrid has 
red leaves and extremely attractive foliage. It 
requires bright but indirect exposure to sunlight 
once a week to get the best foliage colour and 
should be watered only when the soil dries up. 
The brown leaves could be cut or trimmed as 
per the need.

4. Sansevieria
Interestingly known as mother-in-law's tongue, 
these are air purifying plants and are available 
in different types like straight, golden and 
green. These plants have hard-textured leaves 
and hence are perfect for beginners. 
Sansevieria needs to be watered once in few 
days and are also ideal to be kept in bedrooms 
as they are known to produce oxygen even at 
night.

5. Chlorophytum
This again is an air-purifying plant. They have 
dark green leaves with white margins and are 
extremely tolerant to harsh conditions-- thus 
making them an ideal choice for beginners or 
forgetful owners.

How to use white 
for home decor

White is the colour of elegance and simplicity. 
An all-white home looks great when you know 
how to maintain it well. Many homemakers who 
are passionate about this colour would agree. It 
is not easy to keep it spotless and you also run 
the risk of making you home look too bland with 
the lack of colour. Here are a few points you 
need to keep in mind... 
Using dark brown tiles or a wooden floor for 
your living room if the rest of your home is 
white, can really set it apart. 
Walnut shelves that also acts like your 
entertainment zone with the television, home-
theatre system, books and other knickknacks 
can give a break to your white wall. 
White sofas and white upholstery on your chairs 
can be offset with dark-coloured cushions to 
give it a fresh look. 
The monotony of white can be broken with 
different-sized 
c u s h i o n s  i n  
brightest hues. 
You curtains can 
h a v e  o t h e r  
colours too even 
t h o u g h  y o u  
would want its 
b a s e  t o  
pr imar i ly  be  
white. Stripes 
and checks in a 
light shade can 
work well. 
A rug or carpet 
that belongs to the brown or beige family can 
add to the charm if you don't want a too-bright 
colour. 
When you have opted for white for your kitchen 
walls you should keep something in the room 
that contrasts it to bring out the beauty of pure 
white. Maybe your refrigerator can be bright to 
add colour. 
So, go right ahead and experiment with white 
and you will be amazed at the way your home 
looks.
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