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Ghaziabad.(Agency)
 Nearly 17 months after a five-month-old 

baby died under suspicious circumstances 
in Bilaspur, police on Monday arrested a 
23-year-old man who allegedly poisoned 
the infant because he did not want the child 
b o r n  f r o m  h i s  l i v e - i n  
relationship.Vikramjeet, a resident of 
Barri village in Hisar district, was arrested 
by a team from Bilaspur police 
station.Police said the case began on Jan 5, 
2025, when Jamalpur police post received 
information that an infant had been 
brought to a hospital for treatment but was 
declared dead on arrival. 

During inquest proceedings at the mortuary, 
the child’s mother lodged a complaint that 
raised suspicion over the death.In her 
statement, the woman told police that she 
had been living with Vikramjeet since 
2023 and that a baby boy was born from 
the relationship. She alleged that tensions 
between them escalated after the child’s 
birth. According to the complaint, 
Vikramjeet had been unhappy about the 
baby and had repeatedly pressured her to 
terminate the pregnancy.She told police 

that on Jan 4 last year, Vikramjeet took the 
five-month-old child with him and 
returned after some time, claiming the 
baby was unwell. 

The infant was rushed to hospital, where 
doctors declared him dead. The mother 
then accused Vikramjeet of administering 

a poisonous substance, causing the child’s 
death.During interrogation, Vikramjeet 
admitted that he had entered into the live-
in relationship despite already being 
married. Police said he confessed to giving 
a poisonous substance to the infant on Jan 
4, leading to the child’s death. 

Can frame fresh rules on teacher cadre change 
policy: Punjab and Haryana high court to govt

In Gurgaon, live-in partner held 17 
months after he poisoned infant son

Make water plan for Gurgaon, keep 
2051 population in mind: Minister

Ghaziabad.(Agency)
 A district court on Tuesday denied bail to 

a woman arrested over a social media 
video in which she purportedly 
claimed she had cooked beef and 
wanted to offer it to West Bengal’s 
“Hindu chief minister”.

The case, lodged after objections from 
local residents and social media users, 
centres on allegations that the clip was 
intended to provoke and outrage 
religious feelings. The court remanded 
the 33-year-old woman from Bengal in 
judicial custody. She will remain in jail 
at least till the next hearing on June 8.

Originally from South Dinajpur, the 
woman was arrested from Chakkarpur 
on May 30 after an FIR was registered 
at Sector 29 police station under 
Section 299 of the BNS, which deals 
with deliberate and malicious acts 
intended to outrage religious feelings.

The complaint was filed by Dinesh 
Yadav, a Chakkarpur resident, who told 
police he had received a video on his 
phone in which a woman was speaking 
in Bengali about cooking beef and 
feeding it to Bengal’s newly elected 
chief minister, Suvendu Adhikari.

n the clip, the woman, dressed in pink, is 
seen standing in a kitchen, cooking and 
addressing herself directly to the “CM 
of Bengal”. She purportedly says she 
has prepared beef, along with roti and 
rice, and offers it to the chief minister 
on camera. She also refers to 
restrictions on qurbani on Eid.

The counsel for the complainant, Sundar 
Singh, said the case was registered on 
the basis of material collected during 
the probe. “The accused, in her 
statement, also admitted to recording 
the video in question. She was arrested 
and produced before a court on May 
30. The court remanded her in judicial 
custody,” he said.

On Tuesday, the woman moved a bail 
plea through her lawyer, but the court 
refused relief. Opposing bail, police 
argued that since she is from another 
state, she could leave the city and 
influence witnesses if released. Singh 
said the defence “did not complete its 
arguments and sought more time”

DEHLI/NCR

Roads under water; trees & poles 
uprooted: Cities on knees again

Noida/Ghaziabad. The showers that started Friday 
and continued on Sunday has led to heavy 
waterlogging in Noida and Ghaziabad.

A park for children in Noida Sector 51 has turned into 
a shallow pool, while parks and green belts in 
sectors 119, 12, 30, 120, etc., also remained out of 
bounds due to flooding.Low-lying areas, like 
Botanical Garden Metro station in Noida and Jagat 
Farm Market in Greater Noida, are under at least 
two feet of water. Meanwhile, residents reported 
flooded roads and basements in Noida sectors 22, 
30, 36, 51, 62, 71, 104, 105, 72, 117, 122, 99, 
etc.The picture is similar in Ghaziabad, with Abhay 
Khand, Loni, and Muradnagar facing waterlogging.

Late on Sunday, following reports of 12 people stuck 
in Tronica City due to heavy waterlogging, a team 
of Ghaziabad NDRF carried out a rescue operation. 
Considering a warning of heavy rain ahead, NDRF 
teams are on high alert for emergency response in 
Noida and Ghaziabad.Residents blamed the 
authorities for not taking adequate measures to 
check flooding.“The Noida Authority failed to 
prepare for the monsoon in advance. All its claims 
have fallen flat. In Sector 51, people are wading 
through one-and-a-half feet to two feet of water. 
The Sunday showers also left houses and basements 
flooded.

News box

Man parks vehicle in the 
middle of  NH8’s service road, 
faces FIR

 Gurgaon.(Agency)
 An FIR was filed against a person for parking his car in the 

middle of a busy stretch on the Delhi-Gurgaon 
Expressway (NH8) near Manesar bus stand. Police said 
construction of a flyover is currently underway near the 
bus stand, due to which vehicles travelling from Jaipur 
towards Delhi are being diverted onto a service road. A 
Hyundai Aura, bearing temporary registration number 
T026HR5704E, was parked on the third lane of the 
service road without any indicator.

ASI Parveen said he parked the police vehicle about 30 
metres ahead and waited for the car to move. However, 
the vehicle remained stationary. The obstruction led to 
traffic congestion and increased the possibility of an 
accident on the busy highway stretch, police said.

When the police team approached the vehicle, they found a 
man standing next to the driver’s window holding the 
keys. “On being questioned, he identified himself as 
Virendra, a native of Nasirpur village in Mainpuri 
district of UP and a resident of Roshanpura, Najafgarh, 
New Delhi,” a cop said, adding that during questioning, 
Virendra failed to provide any satisfactory explanation 
for parking the vehicle on the road without indicators 
and causing obstruction to traffic.

Police took possession of the vehicle and its insurance 
documents as evidence. When asked to produce the 
vehicle's registration certificate, the driver said he didn't 
have the certificate on him.Manesar police registered a 
case under Section 285 (penalises anyone who 
negligently or intentionally causes danger, obstruction, 
or injury to others in a public way or waterway) of BNS.

Meanwhile, Gurgaon Traffic Police said it has intensified 
enforcement against traffic violations across the city. 
During a special campaign against wrong-side driving 
conducted in May, police issued 6,797 challans and 
imposed penalties amounting to Rs 41.56 lakh.

Police urged motorists to follow traffic regulations, use 
designated lanes and avoid actions that could endanger 
other road users or disrupt traffic flow.

Ghaziabad.(Agency)
 Punjab and Haryana high court has allowed 

the state govt to frame a fresh policy about 
school teachers.Disposing of a batch of 
petitions — filed by junior basic training 
(JBT) teachers challenging Haryana’s 
cadre change policy linked to the transfer 
system — the bench of Justice Ashwani 
Kumar Mishra and Justice Rohit Kapoor, 
on May 25, made it clear that the concerns 
raised by teachers regarding the legality of 
the same — including claims of 
discrimination — must be taken into 
account by the state while framing a 
revised policy.Under the cadre change 
policy, teachers could be shifted across 
cadres during transfers, a move that many 
petitioners argued was arbitrary and could 

affect their job security, seniority and 
working conditions. Several teachers also 
raised concerns about possible gender 
discrimination and lack of transparency in 
how cadre changes were being 
implemented.The order stops short of 
striking down or upholding the existing 
policy. Instead, it puts the responsibility 
on the govt to revisit and improve it. 

Legal observers say this approach ensures 
adminis t ra t ive  f lex ib i l i ty  whi le  
safeguarding the interests of teachers.The 
dispute has its roots in Haryana’s recent 
push to streamline teacher transfers 
through a centralised system, which 
included provisions for cadre changes. 
While the govt aimed to bring efficiency 
and uniformity, many teachers felt the 

policy created confusion and could lead to 
unfair outcomes.The court noted that a 
similar challenge to the model transfer 
policy was already decided earlier in May 
2026 in a lead case. 

In that order, the court gave liberty to 
Haryana govt to formulate an appropriate 
policy. Following the same reasoning, the 
bench disposed of the current batch of 
petitions, stating that these would be 
governed by the earlier order.With the 
court now directing a reconsideration, 
teachers’ groups are expected to demand 
consultations and clearer guidelines 
before a new policy is introduced. The HC 
also disposed of all pending applications 
related to the matter along with the main 
petitions.

Gurgaon.(Agency)
With the city’s water demand expected to 

double by 2041 and several parts of the 
city reeling from water crises during 
summer, Union minister Rao Inderjit 
S ingh ,  a t  a  r ev iew o f  ma jo r  
infrastructure projects, asked officials to 
prepare a water management plan for 
future, keeping projected population 
growth till 2051 in mind.Officials said a 
survey conducted by IIT Roorkee is 
being used to assess future demand and 
plan resources, considering the city’s 
current estimated population of around 
40 lakh.At present, the city gets 400 
million litres per day (MLD) of water 
from Chandu Budhera water treatment 
plant and 270 MLD water from Basai 
treatment plant. According to GMDA, 
the city’s projected peak demand for 
water supply will be around 750 MLD 
this year. The projected population 
growth of 66.2 lakh by 2041, the city 
requirement of water will double to 
1408.9 MLD.The meeting also included 

a detailed review of the Palwal-Sohna-
Manesar-Sonipat orbital rail corridor, 
Old Gurugram Metro Project, Delhi-
Bawal RRTS Corridor, Greater SPR 
Road, Elevated SPR Road from Khedki 
Daula to Vatika Chowk and from Vatika 
Chowk to Ghata Chowk, construction of 
new National Highways, underground 
pipeline project from NCR water 
channel, STP construction in private 
builder societies and rainwater drainage 
plans.The Union minister sought the 
current status of these projects, pending 
obstacles and stipulated timelines of all 
projects. He directed officials to 
accelerate work, establish better inter-
departmental coordination and complete 
these public interest projects within the 
set timeframe.On the progress of the 
metro project, officials informed that 
approximately 8% of the Gurugram 
Metro project has been completed and 
the target for completing the corridor 
from Millennium City Centre to Sector-
9 has been set for Aug 2028. “The 

process of private land acquisition is still 
underway at certain locations,” said an 
official. Singh directed that all pending 

land acquisition matters be resolved 
promptly to accelerate project work and 
ensure adherence to the stipulated 
timeline.During the review of the 
Southern Peripheral Road (SPR) 
project, officials said construction work 
from NH-48 to Vatika Chowk is likely to 
commence in Oct, while the design of 
Vatika Chowk is in its final stage. They 

have set a target to complete the project 
within 30 months of commencement of 
construction.He said that Gurgaon is a 
rapidly developing city and all 
infrastructure projects should be 
completed on a priority basis, keeping in 
mind future requirements. He said that 
no unnecessary delay will be accepted in 
projects that will strengthen the traffic 
system, drinking water availability, 
drainage, and public transport system.

While reviewing other agenda items, the 
Union minister directed officials of the 
Haryana State Pollution Control Board 
to ensure regular monitoring of Sewage 
Treatment Plants (STPs) installed in 
private residential societies. He said that 
the STP located at Manesar should also 
be regularly inspected and strict action 
as per rules should be taken against 
institutions violating environmental 
standards. “The monitoring system 
needs to be made more effective for 
env i ronmen ta l  p ro t ec t i on  and  
conservation of water resources.

Woman arrested for video 
‘offering beef to Bengal CM’

Brothers get life term for killing 
neighbour over Rs 3,000 unpaid loan

Two MCM sanitary inspectors 
suspended for missing crucial 
meet

Gurgaon.(Agency)
 Municipal Corporation of Manesar (MCM) on Tuesday 

suspended two sanitary inspectors for skipping a crucial 
meeting and an inspection related to an ongoing 
controversy over door-to-door waste collection 
vehicles.MCM commissioner Pradeep Singh placed 
Sumit Kumar and Sumit Hooda under suspension with 
immediate effect pending disciplinary proceedings. 
According to the orders, the officials were absent from a 
meeting on May 22 and a vehicle inspection on May 24.

“Subsequently, you were contacted via telephone but you 
did not respond. Furthermore, you did not inform any 
higher officials about your absence,” read the notice. 
They also failed to submit a satisfactory reply to a show-
cause notice issued on May 25.The suspension orders 
described the conduct as “gross negligence, dereliction 
of duty and non-performance”.The action comes amid a 
storm over the inspection of vehicles by the mayor’s 
husband in her absence last month.Waste collection 
operations across Manesar came to a standstill after the 
private agency responsible for the service alleged 
harassment of its employees during an inspection on 
May 20. The contractor claimed the mayor’s husband, 
Rakesh Yadav, participated in the exercise despite 
holding no official position in the civic body, and that 
workers were intimidated during the process.

Cracker sparks burn down 3 shops, 6 bikes

Mujhe maaf karen’: 1,700 vow to shun crime in Ghaziabad

Noida.(Agency)
 Days after several people died from water 

contamination in Indore, Noida and 
Greater Noida authorities have ordered 
technical audits of their drinking water 
systems — covering pipelines, 
reservoirs and water ATMs — and asked 
officials to collect samples across 
sectors to rule out any risk of 
contamination.In Noida, the decision 
was taken at a high-level meeting 
chaired on Friday by Authority CEO 
Lokesh M, who reviewed public health 
issues, civic infrastructure, water supply 
and sanitation, and issued strict 
directions to officials.A committee of 

senior water department officials was 
formed to carry out the audit."We have 
ordered a thorough technical audit of the 
water supply system, including 
pipelines, reservoirs and water ATMs, to 
ensure that residents receive safe and 
clean drinking water," Lokesh M said. 
He added that water samples would be 
collected from different sectors and a 
detailed report submitted "at the 
earliest" to ensure there is no 
contamination threat in the city.The 
CEO also reviewed the status of the 80-
cusec Ganga water project and asked 
officials to complete all pending work 
by this month.

 Gurgaon: .(Agency)
  A  s p e c i a l  S c h e d u l e d  

Castes/Scheduled Tribes court on 
Monday convicted two brothers 
from Baghpat and sentenced them 
to life in prison for killing a 
neighbour 10 years ago over a 
delay in repayment of Rs 3,000.

In July 2016, Narendra Kumar filed 
a complaint with the Sihanigate 
police station, accusing three persons 
— brothers Umesh Sharma and Ankur 
Sharma, and a teenage boy — of 
attacking them with iron rods and 
broken beer bottles. He said he had 
taken a loan of Rs 3,000 from Umesh a 
few months earlier, and he and his 
younger brother Rajkumar had gone 
to ask for more time to repay the loan 
when the assault took place. He 
claimed the accused were intoxicated 
and started beating them after hearing 
their request. While he narrowly 
escaped, his brother suffered fatal 
injuries. He succumbed to his injuries 
in hospital.Police handed over the 
teen’s case to the juvenile justice 

board and began proceedings against 
the brothers. The accused were 
booked under Section 302 (murder) of 
the IPC and Section 3(2)(v) of the 
SC/ST Ac t  (pun i shmen t  fo r  
committing severe crimes against 
SC/ST individuals). They were also 
b o o k e d  u n d e r  S e c t i o n  2 0 1  
(destruction of evidence) of the IPC 
for attempting to conceal the weapons 
and wash away the blood from their 
clothes.

During the trial, judge Jeetendra Mishra 
acquitted them of the charges under 
the SC/ST Act but declared them 
guilty of murder and destruction of 
evidence. It also imposed a fine of Rs 
11,000 on each accused. Both the 

sentences will run concurrently and 
be adjusted against the time already 
spent in custody.

“The evidence of medical witnesses 
has corroborated the prosecution’s 
story. The iron rod and beer bottle 
used in the incident have been 
recovered. The plaintiff in the case 
has given a clear, natural and 
consistent account of the incident. 

The version presented by the accused 
w i t n e s s e s  w a s  f o u n d  t o  b e  
unacceptable,” the judge said.

The court, however, noted that the 
investigating officer failed to provide 
a clear answer to the question of 
whether the murder was committed 
keeping the caste of the victim under 
cons ide ra t ion .  “Under  these  
circumstances, the premise that the 
accused had personal knowledge of 
the plaintiff or his family under 
Section 8(C) of the Scheduled Castes 
and Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of 
Atrocities) Act is not sufficient to 
establish that the accused committed 
the crime of murder based on 

knowledge that the deceased belonged 
to a Scheduled Caste,” the court held, 
acquitting the duo of the charges.

Spat over land turns violent in Nuh village, mob pelts stones, FIR against 26 after many injured

Noida.(Agency)
 Students preparing for UPSC, UPPSC, PCS-J, NEET and 

JEE can apply for free coaching under UP govt’s 
Abhyudaya scheme. In Noida, registrations will remain 
open from June 5 to 30, and entrance tests will be held 
between July 1 and 7. In Ghaziabad, applications for 
free IAS-PCS coaching are open till June 15, and classes 
will start on July 1.GB Nagar’s district social welfare 
officer Satish Kumar said results of the entrance test will 
be declared by July 11 and classes are scheduled to 
commence on July 15.According to officials, coaching 
for UPSC, NEET and JEE will be conducted at Mihir 
Bhoj Boys’ Inter College in Dadri, while UPSC and 
UPPSC classes will be held at Dr Bhimrao Ambedkar 
Library in Sector 37, Noida. NEET and JEE coaching is 
also proposed at Panchsheel Boys’ Inter College in 
Sector 93, while PCS-J classes are planned at Gautam 
Buddha University in Greater Noida.The district 
administration has also invited applications from guest 
lecturers and subject experts for the programme. Faculty 
members will be empanelled for subjects ranging from 
polity, economy, geography, ethics and current affairs 
for civil services preparation, to physics, chemistry, 
mathematics, botany and zoology for engineering and 
medical entrance examinations.Officials said 
preference would be given to university and govt 
college teachers, as well as candidates who have cleared 
advanced stages of civil services examinations. Selected 
experts will receive an honorarium of Rs 2,000 per 90-
minute lecture. Applications from eligible subject 
experts can be submitted by June 15.

Fire breaks out at commercial 
building in Gurgaon’s DLF-1; 
no injuries

Ghaziabad.(Agency)
 A fire broke out at a four-storey building located in DLF-

1 on Sunday evening.Fire officials said the cause of the 
blaze is yet to be ascertained. No injuries were reported 
in the incident that occurred on the fourth floor of the 
S+4 commercial building at 6.59pm.Firefighters 
rushed t

UP govt’s free coaching 
classes for JEE, NEET to start 
next month

Noida.(Agency)
 A special verification drive for criminals 

was carried out on Tuesday in the police 
stations of Khoda, Sahibabad and Loni. 
Under the “Operation Clean” campaign 
being conducted by the city police, a 
three-day drive was started on Monday 
— around 1,700 criminal checks were 
completed by Tuesday evening.

The drive started by police after a 17-
year-old youth was stabbed to death by 
a group of people in Khoda. The prime 
accused — Asad — was killed by police 
during an encounter, while three people 
were arrested. The fifth accused is on 
the run.In Sahibabad, a total of 50 
criminals’ verifications were conducted 
on Tuesday. After the self-verification, 

all criminals were administered an oath 
not to commit any kind of crime in the 
future and to stay away from illegal 
activities. Criminals were seen holding 
a paper on which they wrote, “Mujhe 
maaf karen, ab main crime nahi karta 
aur na bhavishya mein karunga 
(Forgive me, I no longer commit crimes 
and will not do so in the future).”

City and Trans-Hindon DCP Dhawal 
Jaiswal said that the objective of the 
campaign was to control crime in the 
area, maintain and strengthen law and 
order, and ensure effective surveillance 
of individuals with criminal tendencies.

“The verification was conducted of 
cr iminals  registered at  Thana 
Sahibabad in cases of robbery.
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C h a n d i g a r h : A
Chandigarh special CBI
court has allowed Vineet
Gupta, an accused in the
alleged Rs 1,600-crore SBI
consortium bank fraud
involving Chandigarh-
based pharmaceutical firm
Parabolic Drugs Ltd, to
travel abroad for over a
month to visit his daugh-
ters for family vacation.
Special Judge Bhawna Jain
of CBI Court, Chandigarh,
granted permission to
Gupta, 56, resident of
South Delhi, to visit
France, the USA, Japan
and Mexico from June 10
to July 20, while rejecting
CBI’s objections that he
could flee the country due
to the “high magnitude
economic offence”. The
court, however, imposed
stringent conditions,
including furnishing a Rs
50-lakh indemnity bond
and depositing an FDR of
Rs 15 lakh before the
court. Gupta had also
sought revocation of the

Look Out Circular (LOC)
issued against him. CBI
informed the court that
LOC had already been
closed with effect from
August 1, 2024, and was
no longer in force.
Opposing the plea, CBI
submitted that the case
involved “complex trans-
actions” and alleged diver-
sion of loan funds by
Parabolic Drugs Ltd. The
agency argued that Gupta
was involved in a socio-
economic offence involv-
ing a bank fraud of around
Rs 1,600 crore and there
was every likelihood that
he might evade the legal
process if allowed to travel
abroad. The federal
agency further claimed
that his departure from
India would be detrimen-
tal to the country’s eco-
nomic interests. The
court, however, observed
that CBI had failed to
place any material on
record to show that Gupta
had ever tried to abscond

or hamper the proceed-
ings. It also noted that he
had previously travelled
abroad with the court’s
permission and had never
misused the concession.
Referring to the Supreme
Court judgment in Satish
Chandra Verma vs Union
of India, the court said the
right to travel abroad was
an important human right
linked to personal liberty,
family life and individual
freedom. “In the given cir-
cumstances, there is noth-
ing on record to decline
the request of the appli-
cant,” the court observed.
The court directed Gupta
to share his complete itin-
erary, addresses, mobile
number and email details
with the investigating offi-
cer, keep his phone
switched on at all times
and not visit any country
other than those permit-
ted by the court. He has
also been directed to
return to India by July 20
and appear before the

court on the next working
day along with his pass-
port. The case stems from
a December 29, 2021 CBI

FIR against Chandigarh-
based Parabolic Drugs Ltd
and its promoters/direc-
tors for allegedly cheating
the SBI-led consortium of
banks to the tune of Rs
1,626.74 crore. Among
those named in the FIR
were the company’s
Managing Director Pranav
Gupta, directors Vineet

Gupta, Deepali Gupta,
Rama Gupta, Jagjit Singh
Chahal, Sanjeev Kumar,
Vandana Singla, Ishrat Gill

and JD Gupta, besides two
guarantors. CBI had then
conducted raids at multi-
ple locations in
Chandigarh, Panchkula,
Mohali, Ludhiana,
Faridabad and Delhi, and
claimed to have recovered
Rs 1.58 crore cash along
with incriminating docu-
ments. Parabolic Drugs
Ltd’s corporate office was
located in Sector 8,
Chandigarh, while its
manufacturing units were
situated in Panchkula and
near Derabassi in Mohali.

New Delhi: Two elder-
ly women were found dead
inside their residence in
central Delhi's New
Rajinder Nagar on
Thursday morning, with

police saying there were
no signs of forced entry
into the house and suspect-
ing age-related ailments as
the cause of death. The
deceased were identified
as Saroj Bala, who was
unmarried and her sister-
in-law Chandra Kanta, who
was widowed, both around
80 years old, officials said.
Both pensioners, Saroj
lived in the house with
Chandra for the past sever-
al years, police said, adding
that some of their family
members lived in west
Delhi. A domestic help
informed the police about a
foul smell emanating from
the house around 10.30 am
on Thursday. She had pre-
pared and served tea to
both women on Tuesday,
police said. "They were
senior citizens who were
living here alone.
Information about the inci-

dent was given by the
domestic help around 9.30
to 10 am. The same maid
had prepared tea for them
and served it the day
before yesterday," Joint

Commissioner of Police
(Central) Madhur Verma
said. He said the tea cups
were still lying there as
they were and no signs of
struggle or forced entry
were found. "The bodies
have been removed and
sent for postmortem exam-
ination. More information
will be available only after
the postmortem reports
come. Their relatives, who
live in west Delhi, have
been called, and we are
speaking with them fur-
ther. The remaining details
will become clear only after
the postmortem examina-
tion reports," the Joint CP
said. A police team that
reached the spot found the
two women lying dead in a
room, one on a bed and the
other on the floor, the offi-
cer said. Police suspect
that the women might have
died a day or two ago as

foul smell had started ema-
nating from the premises,
while their neighbours also
did not see the two women
recently. "The house is a
single-storey structure
with four entry points.
During inspection, no
signs of still lying there as
they were and no signs of
struggle or forced entry
were found. "The bodies
have been removed and
sent for postmortem exam-
ination. More information
will be available only after
the postmortem reports
come. Their relatives, who
live in west Delhi, have
been called, and we are
speaking with them fur-
ther. The remaining
detailsforced entry, ran-
sacking or struggle were
found," the officer said.

Police are examining if
the two women were suf-
fering from age-related
ailments or lived in isola-
tion without immediate
family support.
Statements of the neigh-
bours and locals were
being recorded to ascer-
tain the sequence of
events leading to the
deaths, the officer said.
"No signs of foul play has
surfaced in the prelimi-
nary enquiry, though all
possible angles, including
accidental death and med-
ical complications, are
being investigated," the
officer said.
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Rs 1,600-crore SBI fraud accused pharma
honcho Vineet Gupta gets nod for foreign trip

The Sikh Times
New Delhi: The elec-

tion for members of the
Standing Committee in
the Municipal Corporation
of Delhi (MCD), sched-
uled for May 23, has been
postponed amid growing
speculation of a leadership
change in the Delhi unit of
the Bharatiya Janata Party.
Party sources said BJP
leadership was consider-
ing a major organisational
reshuffle in Delhi, with
discussions underway
over replacing current
Delhi BJP president
Virendra Sachdeva.
According to insiders,
Kuljeet Singh Chahal has
emerged as a frontrunner
for the post. Chahal, cur-
rently serving as Vice-
Chairman of the New
Delhi Municipal Council
(NDMC), is seen as an
influential OBC face with-
in the party. BJP leaders
indicated that the party is
looking to strengthen its

outreach among OBCs,
who hold significant elec-
toral influence in nearly
half of Delhi’s 70
Assembly constituencies.
A senior BJP source said
party leadership had been
considering multiple
names but was increasing-
ly inclined towards

appointing an OBC leader
to head the Delhi unit.
Besides Chahal, names of
former Delhi BJP general
secretary Jai Prakash,
OBC morcha president
Sunil Yadav and senior
leader Rajiv Babbar are
reportedly also being dis-
cussed within party cir-

cles. Party insiders
described Chahal as one
of the longest-serving
office-bearers in the Delhi
BJP who has remained
part of successive organi-
sational teams under for-
mer state chiefs including
Satish Upadhyay, Manoj
Tiwari and Adesh Gupta.

He has handled several
key organisational assign-
ments, including member-
ship drives and outreach
programmes during the
farmers’ agitation period.
According to party insid-
ers, Chahal is considered
close to the BJP’s central
leadership and has
retained a strong position
within the party despite
internal opposition at vari-
ous stages. Meanwhile,
Sachdeva, who led the
BJP during its return to
power in Delhi after 27
years in the 2025
Assembly elections and
played a key role in the
party regaining control of
the MCD, is likely to be
accommodated in the
national team headed by
BJP national president
Nitin Nabin.

MCD Standing Committee polls
postponed amid buzz over change

in Delhi BJP leadership

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as GULISTA D/O
MOHD. SWALIN R/O Add B-21,
Near Jama Masjid, Near Seelam
Pur, North East Delhi, Delhi-
110053 have changed my name
and shall hereafter be known as
GULISHTAN.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I,
SANJU KUMARI W/o RAJESH
KUMAR, R/o H.NO.A-49, A-Block,
J.J Colony, Sector-1, Dwarka,
South West Delhi, Delhi-110075,
declare that name of mine and my
husband have been wrongly written
as SANJU and RAJESH KUMAR
KANOJIA in my family Rasan Card
No. 077001823408. The actual
name of mine and my husband are
SANJU KUMARI and RAJESH
KUMAR respectively, which may be
amended accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that I,
DIVYA BAGADE D/O NANDU
BAGADE R/O E1, MAHARANI
BAGH, AASHRAM, VTC-SRINI-
WASPURI, PO-EAST OF KAILASH
PHASE-1, DISTRICT-SOUTH
DELHI, DELHI-110065 declare that
name of mine and my father has
been written as DIVYA NANDU
BAGADE and NANDU SURYAB-
HANJI BAGADE in my SC CER-
TIFICATE NO-40082237234. The
actual name of mine and my father
are DIVYA BAGADE and NANDU
BAGADE  respectively, which may
be amended accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as ALIMA W/O
KHURSHID AHMED R/O C-411,
Buland Masjid, Shastri Park,
Gandhi Nagar, Bhajan Pura, North
East Delhi, Delhi-TASLIMAN.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as GAURAV
CHAUHAN S/O LATE BALVIR
SINGH R/O E-220/6, Pul
Pehladpur, Pul Pehlad, Po; Pul
Pahladpur, Dist: South Delhi,
Delhi-110044 have changed my
name and shall hereafter be known
as PARVEEN CHAUHAN.

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that I
DALEEP SINGH S/O RAM SINGH
R/O 292/4 Ward No Sunway
Apartment, Mehrauli, South Delhi,
Delhi-110030 declare that name of
mine has been wrongly written as
DILIP SINGH in my minor daugh-
ter SAKSHI CHAMYAL aged 15
years in her school record. The
actual name of mine is DALEEP
SINGH which may be amended
accordingly

NAME CHANGE
I, hitherto Known as NEHA

KAPOOR W/O RAMAN AHUJA
R/O 51/34, Old Rajinder Nagar,
Rajender Nagar S.O, DIST: Central
Delhi, Delhi-110060 have changed
my name and shall hereafter be
known as NEHA AHUJA.

NAME CHANGE
I, SANJAY GUPTA S/O
SATYAPRAKASH R/O H.N-E-
79/129, Near Samudaya Bhawan,
Sonia Vihar, Sabzi Mandi, Mandawali
Fazalpur, DIST: East Delhi, Delhi-
110092 have changed the name of
my minor son ALOK GUPTA aged 15
years and he shall hereafter be
known as GAGAN GUPTA.

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that I
DALEEP SINGH S/O RAM SINGH
R/O 292/4 Ward No Sunway
Apartment, Mehrauli, South Delhi,
Delhi-110030 declare that name of
mine and my wife  has been
wrongly written as DILIP SINGH
and GANGA in my minor son
DIPANSHU SINGH  aged 12 years
in his school record. The actual
name of mine and my wife are
DALEEP SINGH and GANGA
DEVI respectively which may be
amended accordingly

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is informed to all public at large
that my client Sh. Suraj Prakash
Singh, S/o. Late Sh. Ram Nayak
Singh, & my clientess Smt.
Chanchal Singh, W/o. Sh. Suraj
Prakash Singh, both R/o. 169, Gali
No. 6, New Lahore Colony, Shastri
Nagar, East Delhi, Delhi-110031,
have severed social, moral and
financial relationship from their son
namely Prince Singh and daughter
in law Smt. Nidhi Singh due to their
misconduct, misbehavior and dis-
obedience and my aforesaid
clients have also disowned their
son Prince Singh and daughter in
law Smt. Nidhi Singh, from their
movable and immovable properties
from today forever. My clients shall
not be responsible for any acts,
deeds or deals done by their son
and daughter in law from today for-
ever and their son and daughter in
law shall be solely responsible for
any acts, deeds or deals done by
them from today forever.

Harjeet Singh Sidhu
Advocate

Chamber No. T-40, Tis Hazari
Courts, Delhi-110084

NAME CHANGE
I, SANJEEV KUMAR AGRAWAL
S/o Late TRILOKI NATH AGRAW-
AL R/o A-605, NPSC SOCIETY,
SECTOR-02, DWARKA, NEW
DLEHI-110075, legally father of
SHAURYA AGRAWAL, have
changed my minor son’s name
from SHAURYA AGARWAL to
SHAURYA AGRAWAL for all
future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, SHAHANSHAH S/O MAZHAR
HUSSAIN residing at BLOCK C,
HOUSE NO 53, ANOOP
NAGAR, BINDAPUR, UTTAM
NAGAR, NEW DELHI 110059 .
have changed my name to SHA-
HENSHAH HUSSAIN  for all
future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, PANDAV NT S/o PANDAV
TRAMBAK JAYAVANTA perma-
nent residing at- MANGRUL PR
KHERDA, BULDANA, MAHA-
RASHTRA-443201, have changed
my minor son’s name from
AAYANSH PANDAV to AAYANSH
NITEEN PANDAV for all future pur-
poses vide Affidavit dated
03/06/2026 before Executive
Magistrate, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, ANSHU  D/o PAWAN KUMAR
R/o FLAT NO-701, TOWER-B4,
VARDHMAN FLORA, SECTOR-
90, WAZIRPUR, FARRUKHNA-
GAR, GURGAON, HARYANA-
122505,  declare that in my 10th
(Matriculation) Marksheet, my
mother’s name is wrongly men-
tioned as SHIKHA MISHRA,
whereas in all other documents,
her name is mentioned as SITA.
That my mother shall be known as
SITA for all future purposes. 

NAME CHANGE
I, Arbans Kor W/o Kultar Singh R/o
1932/19, Govindpuri Extn., Kalkaji,
Delhi-110019 have changed my
name to Harbans Kaur.

NAME CHANGE
I FARHA ABBASI W/O SHABAB UL
HAQ R/O 34 K, QAZI ESTATE MUL-
LANA AMROHA UTTAR PRADESH
-244221 have changed my name to
FARHAN BEGUM ABBASI
Permanently for all Future purpose

NAME CHANGE
I, SUSHILA NEGI W/o Rajender
Singh Negi R/o C-137, Pocket-3,
DDA Flats, Bindapur, D.K Mohan
Garden, Delhi-110059, have
changed my name from SUSHILA
NEGI to SUSHILA permanently

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto Known as DESH RAJ S/o
PRABHU DAYAL R/o  House No. -
120, Gali No. 2, Village Garmi,
Delhi, North East Delhi , Delhi -
110053 have changed my name
and shall hereafter be known as
DESH RAJ YADAV.

NAME CHANGE
I, VIJAY S/o AMAR SINGH R/o
H.NO.50, Village Mohammad Pur,
Ali Pur,Delhi-36, have changed my
name from VIJAY to VIJAY
TOMAR permanently

NAME CHANGE
I, MANI BHUSHAN CHOPRA S/O
SATPAL R/O J-23, GROUND
FLOOR MALKA GANJ DELHI
110007, CHANGED MY NAME TO
MANI BHUSHAN.

NAME CHANGE
I, JAG BHUSHAN S/O RAGHU-
BIR SINGH R/O 25-C MIG
FLATS, J-BLOCK ASHOK VIHAR
PHASE 1 DELHI 110052,
CHANGED MY NAME TO JAG
BHUSHAN MINHAS.

NAME CHANGE
I ARTI TANDAN W/O RAMAN TAN-
DON R/O 48 UB JAWAHAR
NAGAR KAMLA NAGAR DELHI-
110007 have changed my name to
minor daughter name JYANTIKA TO
JYANTIKA TANDON Permanently
for all Future purpose

NAME CHANGE
I TUSHAR NAYAR S/O VIPIN

NAYAR R/O- A 21,1 ST FLOOR
VIPUL WORLD SECTOR 48 GUR-
GAON 122018 HARYANA have
changed my name to TUSHAR
NAYYAR Permanently for all
Future purpose

NAME CHANGE
I DILIP KUMAR JHA S/O GANGA
PRASAD JHA R/O B-4/1,2,3 , 2
ND FLOOR FRONT SIDE NAWA-
DA EXTENSION UTTAM NAGAR
DELHI- 110059 have changed my
name to DILIP JHA Permanently
for all Future purpose

PUBLIC NOTICE
This is to inform you that Mrs. Babli
is the owner of Property Bearing No.
1/5467-A, admeasuring 19 Sq. Yds.
(i.e., 15.88 Sq. Mtrs. / 171 Sq. Ft.),
having a covered/plinth area of
63.52 Sq. Mtrs., forming part of
Khasra No. 154, situated at Village
Sikdarpur, in the abadi of Gali No.
16, Balbir Nagar Extension, Illaqa
Shahdara, Delhi. The original own-
ers of the entire property were Mr.
Tara Chand Jindal and Mrs. Urmila
Gupta, who transferred the same to
Mr. Mohan Lal by virtue of GPA,
ATS, and Will dated 14.01.1994.
Thereafter, Mr. Mohan Lal trans-
ferred the property to Mr. Hari
Shanker through GPA, ATS, and Will
dated 07.12.1995. Subsequently,
Mr. Hari Shanker sold the property
to Mr. Parveen Kumar Verma vide a
registered Sale Deed dated
08.05.2013. Thereafter, Mr. Parveen
Kumar Verma executed a Will dated
24.09.2024 in favour of his father,
Mr. Surender Pal Verma.
Unfortunately, Mr. Parveen Kumar
Verma expired on 07.09.2025.
Subsequently, Mr. Surender Pal
Verma sold the said property to Mrs.
Babli vide a Sale Deed dated
28.01.2026. Mrs. Babli has informed
us that the original Sale Deed bear-
ing Registration No. 1988, Book No.
1, Volume No. 1482, Pages No. 49
to 58, dated 08.05.2013, relating to
the said property, has been lost/mis-
placed. Despite diligent efforts, the
said document could not be traced.
An online FIR bearing LR No.
338575/2026 dated 30.05.2026 has
been lodged regarding the loss of
the aforesaid document. Further, the
Probate Order in respect of the reg-
istered Will dated 24.09.2024 is not
available. Please note that the said
property is proposed to be financed
by DCB Bank Limited, Karol Bagh
Branch, New Delhi. If any person(s)
objection & regarding subject prop-
erty, then kindly may submit his/her
objection within 07 days from the
date of the Notice in writing. The
said objection may be kindly sent to
the undersigned by way of the
Registered Post on the address
given below and by E-mail. failing
which, the claim as per aforesaid
shall be treated as null and void in
respect of the subject property.

[ASHWANI KUMAR] Advocate
Chamber No. 122,
Tehsil Compound, 

Ghaziabad, U.P.
kumar2021ashwani@gmail.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
I, Shailendra Kumar, residing at
House No. B-40/2, Street No. 8,
Near Kabir Mandir, Panchal Vihar,
Karawal Nagar, Delhi-110094, here-
by declare that my name has been
mentioned as Shailendra Kumar
Arora in the educational documents
and Shailendra Kumar in Aadhar
Card of my daughter Kanika Arora. I
declare that Shailendra Kumar and
Shailendra Kumar Arora are one
and the same person, i.e., myself.
Henceforth, I shall be known as
Shailendra Kumar for all purposes.

Shailendra Kumar
H. No. B-40/2, Street No. 8, Near

kabir Mandir, Panchal Vihar,
Karawal Nagar, Delhi-110094

NAME CHANGE
I Parul Khadaria W/o Rajesh
kumar R/o House No B-30 Ahinsa
Vihar Apartment Rohini Sector 9
North West Delhi 110085 have
changed my name to Parul Mittal
for all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I Parmod Gupta S/o Ishwar Gupta
R/ o B-35 Tagore Road Adarsh
Nagar Shanjar pur North West Delhi
have changed my name to Pramod
Gupta for all future purpose

NAME CHANGE
I ,Vansh S/o Parmod kumar R/o A-
13 Street No 22 Mahendra Park
Adarsh Nagar Delhi 110033 , have
changed my name to Vansh Singla
S/o Parmod Kumar Singla for all
future purpose

PUBLIC NOTICE
This is to inform you that Mr.
Nadeem, S/o Mr. Mobin Ali, intends
to purchase Freehold Residential
Plot No. 10, admeasuring 100 Sq.
Yards, out of Khasra No. 96/5, situ-
ated at Arya Nagar, Preet Vihar
Colony, Village Dharuti Khurd,
Pargana Loni, Tehsil and District
Ghaziabad, Uttar Pradesh, from
Mrs. Kamla. The initial owner of the
property was Mrs. Nirmala Devi,
who transferred the same to Mr.
Ram Lal through a Registered GPA,
ATS & Will dated 21.05.1991.
Thereafter, Mr. Ram Lal transferred
the property to Mr. Ali Jaan through
a Registered GPA, ATS & Will dated
18.06.1991. Subsequently, Mr. Ali
Jaan transferred the property to Mrs.
Kamla through a Registered GPA,
ATS & Will dated 20.04.1996.
Consequently, Mrs. Kamla became
the owner of the aforementioned
property. The property is reported to
be free from all kinds of litigation,
encumbrances, liens, charges, and
claims. Please also note that the
said property is proposed to be
financed by Vastu Housing Finance
Corporation Ltd., Noida Branch,
Uttar Pradesh. If any person(s)
objection & regarding subject prop-
erty, then kindly may submit his/her
objection within 07 days from the
date of the Notice in writing. The
said objection may be kindly sent to
the undersigned by way of the
Registered Post on the address
given below and by E-mail. failing
which, the claim as per aforesaid
shall be treated as null and void in
respect of the subject property.

[ASHWANI KUMAR] Advocate
Chamber No. 122,
Tehsil Compound, 

Ghaziabad, U.P.
kumar2021ashwani@gmail.com

NAME CHANGE
I, hitherto known as CHADNI D/O
CHHOTE SINGH R/O WE-41,
Mohan Garden, Near Hanuman
Mandir, Uttam Nagar, D. K. Mohan
Garden, Po; D.K Mohan Garden,
Dist: West Delhi, Delhi-110059
have changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as CHANDANI.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as ALIMA W/O
KHURSHID AHMED R/O C-411,
Buland Masjid, Shastri Park,
Gandhi Nagar, Bhajan Pura, North
East Delhi, Delhi-110053 have
changed my name and shall here-
after be known as TASLIMAN.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto Known as KARAMJIT
KAUR  W/o  NIRMALJEET SINGH ,
Residing at  272 , Police Colony, Pkt
-1 , Sector -B 4 , Narela , North West
Delhi , Delhi - 110040 have changed
my name and shall hereafter be
known as KARAMJEET KAUR .

NAME CHANGE
I, KISHAN KUMAR S/O NIRAN-
JAN LAL R/O 113A, Block-A, Om
Vihar Phase-5, Uttam Nagar, PO:
D.K Mohan Garden, DIST: West
Delhi, Delhi-110059 have changed
the name of my minor son KAPIL
aged 13 years and he shall here-
after be known as KAPIL KOLI.

NAME CHANGE
I, hitherto Known as S K NAZIM
AHMED Alias SK. KALIMUDDIN S/O
S.K HAPISH R/O 21/255, Jhuggi,
Kalyanpuri, Indracamp, Kalyanpuri,
PO: Kalyanpuri, DIST: East Delhi,
Delhi-110091 have changed my
name and shall hereafter be known
as S K NAZIM AHMED.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as PREM son of
Shri NILKAMAL RAI residing at D-
90-91, Gali No.28, Molar Band
Extension, Badarpur, South Delhi,
Delhi-110044, have changed my
name and shall hereafter be known
as PREM RAI.

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that I
ZAHIDA PRAVEEN D/O FAZLUR
REHMAN W/o MOHD. AQIL, R/o
2872-2874, Fourth Floor, Flat No. B,
Near Mother Dairy, Kucha chalan,
daryaganj,  Central Delhi, Delhi -
110002  declare that name of mine
and my father has been wrongly
written as ZAHIDA PARVEEN and
ABDULREHMAN  in my Pan Card
No. ANGPP1349E. The actual
name of mine and my Father are
ZAHIDA PRAVEEN and FAZLUR
REHMAN respectively, which may
be amended accordingly.

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE is hereby given to public at
large on behalf of my client Mrs.
Vimla Devi W/o Mr. Rakesh
Kumarin respect of Residential
House No. 41, area measuring
150 Sq. Yds., i.e. 125.41 Sq. Mtrs.,
out of Khasra No. 2036, Situated
at Mahendra Enclave, in the area
of Village Razapur, Pargana
Dasna, Tehsil & District
Ghaziabad, U.P. claiming to have
dual name i.e. Mrs. Vimla Devi W/o
Mr. Rakesh Kumar and Mrs.
Vimlesh Devi W/o Mr. Rakesh
Kumar (Aadhar Card No.
842597192032) AND (PAN Card
No. AUFPV6730P) and both are
same. As different name appear in
Sale Deed dated 29.03.2010 it is
written as Mrs. Vimla Devi W/o Mr.
Rakesh Kumar and in the Aadhar
Card and Pan Card it is written as
Mrs. Vimlesh Devi W/o Mr. Rakesh
Kumar .Now my client intends  to
sell the property in which PIRAMAL
Finance Limited will provide the
financial assistance If any person(s)
has/have any objection(s) or
claim(s) with respect to the right,
title or interest in the said property
may please contact us within Seven
days from the date of this notice on
the number & address mentioned
herein below, failing which my
client(s) shall not be held responsi-
ble in any manner whatsoever. 

Khaitan & Khaitan
Plot No. 100 ,1st floor

Okhla Phase III, New Delhi
Ph. No: 011-49774545

NAME CHANGE
I, MUKESH KUMAR SHARMA S/o
MAHENDER SHARMA, Residing
at  House No. 91, First Floor,
Pocket 6, Near Prince Public
School, Sector 24, Rohini, PO:
Rohini Sector – 7, North West
Delhi, Delhi - 110085 have change
the name of my minor Daughter
AAISH  alias PRAKHYATI BHARD-
WAJ aged 13 Years  and she shall
hereafter be known as PRAKHY-
ATI BHARDWAJ.

NAME CHANGE
I, LAXMAN SINGH S/o KISHAN
SINGH, Residing at  H. No. 312,
Padrath Panna, Mitroan Village,
Miltraon,  South West Delhi, Delhi -
110043 have change the name of
my minor Son NIPUN aged 13
Years  and he shall hereafter be
known as NIPUN GAHLOT.

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that I
ANSHUMAN VERMA S/o DEEPAK
VERMA R/o 1/1954 F/F , Morden
Shahdara Part - 1 , Near Ram
Nagar ,PO : Shahdara Delhi -
110032 declare that the name of
my Father and my Mother has been
wrongly written as DEEPAK and
SHIVANI in my 10th and 12th class
Educational Documents and in my
Birth Certificate No. MCDOLIR –
2108 - 002941908. The actual
name of my Father and my Mother
are DEEPAK VERMA and SHIVANI
VERMA respectively, which may be
amended accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
I, VASANT, is legally father of Army
No. 2820745H, Rank - Nk, Name -
NALAWADE RANJIT VASANT,
presently residing at Vill - Pangeri
(B), Post - Pangeri (B), Teh -
Chikkodi, Dist - Belgaum, State -
Karnataka, Pin - 591237, have
changed my name from VASANT
to VASANT MARUTI NALAWADE
for all future purposes. Vide affi-
davit dated 03/06/2026 before
Public Notary Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
DATE OF BIRTH CORRECTION
I, AVHAD SURESH RAMDAS,
father and natural guardian of
minor ABHIJEET SURESH
AVHAD, Army No. 2810217L,
Rank – Hav, Name – AVHAD
SURESH RAMDAS, presently
residing at Vill – Chapadgaon, Post
– Dapur, Teh – Sinner, Dist –
Nashik, State – Maharashtra, Pin –
422606, have corrected the date of
birth of my minor son ABHIJEET
SURESH AVHAD from 17/12/2017
to 07/12/2017 for all future purpos-
es. Vide affidavit dated 03/06/2026
before Public Notary Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I BHAURAO legally father of Army
no - JC461722W, Rank - Subedar,
Name - Sapkal Sachin Bhaurao,
Presently Residing At -  KELEWA-
DI, Post- KADAVE(Br), Teh -
PATAN, Dist - SATARA, State-
MAHARASHTRA, Pin - 415014
have changed my name from
BHAURAO to BHAURAO PATLU
SAPKAL for all future purposes, in
my son’s service record my date of
birth wrongly mentioned as
08/07/1959 instead of my correct
date of birth as 01/06/1951 Vide
Affidavit dated 03/06/2026 before
Notary Public Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, KAMAL, is legally mother of Army
No. JC 461546K, Rank - Sub,
Name - CHAVAN UMESH
RAMESH, presently residing at Vill
- Ambewadi, Post - Shirashi, Teh -
Shirala, Dist - Sangli, State -
Maharashtra, Pin - 415408, have
changed my name from KAMAL to
KAMAL RAMESH CHAVAN and
date of birth from 12/07/1959 to
01/06/1954 for all future purposes.
Vide affidavit dated 03/06/2026
before Public Notary Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, JAYSHRI, is legally mother of Army
No. 2814232X, Rank - Sep, Name -
SHELKE SHANKAR BALASAHEB,
presently residing at Vill - Sadesangvi,
Post - Chinchpur (Dhage), Teh -
Bhoom, Dist - Dharashiv, State -
Maharashtra, Pin - 413504, have
changed my name from JAYSHRI to
JAYASHRI BALASAHEB SHELKE for
all future purposes. Vide affidavit
dated 03/06/2026 before Public
Notary Delhi.NAME CHANGE

I, Arbans Kor W/o Kultar Singh R/o
1932/19, Gali No.19, Govindpuri
Extn., Kalkaji, Delhi-110019 have
changed my name to Harbans Kaur.

NAME CHANGE
I, Mohammad Viqar S/o Fahimuddin
R/o H.No.C-83, Street No.9, North
Ghonda, Delhi-110053 have changed
my name to Mohd. Viqar Hashmi.

NAME CHANGE
I KM RENU TYAGI W/O GAURAV
TYAGI R/O  H NO. MCF398, GALI
NO.12, NEAR HARI MANDIR,
VIJAY NAGAR BALLABGARH
FARIDABAD 121004 have
changed my name to RENU TYAGI
Permanently for all Future purpose

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that I
WASIQ HUSAIN S/O ZAHID
HUSAIN  R/o M-21/13A, Ground
Floor, Lane – 2, Near Khalilullah
Masjid, Batla House, Jamia Nagar,
Okhla, New Friends Colony , South
East Delhi, Delhi - 110025  declare
that name of mine and my Father
has been wrongly written as
WASIQ HUSSAIN  and  SH. JAHID
HUSSAIN  in my Driving License
No.  MP06N-2009-0043583.  The
actual name of mine and my
Father are WASIQ HUSAIN  and
ZAHID HUSAIN , which may be
amended accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
I MUKTABAI legally mother of Army
no - JC461722W, Rank - Subedar,
Name - Sapkal Sachin Bhaurao,
Presently Residing At -  KELEWA-
DI, Post- KADAVE(Br), Teh -
PATAN, Dist - SATARA, State-
MAHARASHTRA, Pin - 415014
have changed my name from MUK-
TABAI to MUKTABAI BHAURAO
SAPKAL for all future purposes, in
my son’s service record my date of
birth wrongly mentioned as
08/07/1965 instead of my correct
date of birth as 01/06/1960 Vide
Affidavit dated 03/06/2026 before
Notary Public Delhi.

2 women found dead in
New Rajinder Nagar house
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drone attacks.The US military also targeted an "Iranian military ground WASHINGTON. (Agency) 
shot down three attack drones that had control station" on the island, adding  The United States military early 

that no US personnel were injured.In Wednesday announced that it  
a statement carried by the official conducted “self-defense” strikes on 
I R N A  n e w s  a g e n c y ,  t h e  Iran’s Qeshm Island. The military also 
Revolutionary Guards claimed they said it had "successfully defeated" a 
had struck the US mili tary series of Iranian missile and drone 
installations in response to the strike attacks in the Gulf.US Central 
on  Qeshm Is land ."FALSE,"  Command also denied claims by Iran's 
Centcom said in a post on X. "All Revolutionary Guards that they had 
Iranian attacks on American forces struck the headquarters of the US 
failed."A ceasefire has been in place Navy's Fifth Fleet in Bahrain and a 
between the United States and Iran separate air base in the region."Iran 
since April 8, but subsequent talks to launched several ballistic missiles 

been launched by Iran "toward civilian try to put a more permanent end to the toward regional neighbors; however, 
mariners that were rightfully transiting c o n f l i c t  h a v e  s o  f a r  b e e n  all failed to hit their intended targets," 
r e g i o n a l  w a t e r s , "  C e n t c o m  unsuccessful.Tehran said Monday that Centcom said in a statement."Two 
said.Qeshm Island is located in the Israel's expanding campaign in Iranian missiles fired at Kuwait fell 
strategic Strait of Hormuz, the key Lebanon risked ending the US-Iran short or broke apart en route, and three 
shipping channel for Gulf oil and gas ceasefire.Earlier, US forces fired a missiles launched at Bahrain were 
that has been effectively closed by missile at a ship that was attempting to immediately intercepted by US and 
Tehran since the start of the war with sail toward an Iranian port in violation Bahrain air defense forces."Kuwait's 
t h e  U S  a n d  I s r a e l  i n  l a t e  of an American blockade, disabling military said its air defenses were 
February.Centcom said the strikes had the vessel.intercepting "hostile" missile and 
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North Korea slams US remarks 
comparing South to 'dagger'

US military attacks Iran's Qeshm Island; 
Tehran targets Gulf  countries

Trump Orders AI Developers 
To Share Models With 
Government Before Release

Over 2 lakh applicants paid USD 
100,000 for H-1B visas in 

FY2026: DHS Secretary Mullin
World. (Agency) 

More than two lakh applicants paid USD 100,000 to 
fast-track their H-1B visa applications for 
employment in the United States during fiscal year 
2026, Department of Homeland Security (DHS) 
Secretary Markwayne Mullin told a Senate panel on 
Tuesday.Testifying before the Senate Appropriations 
Subcommittee, Mullin said the DHS had received 
around 2.86 lakh H-1B applications so far in FY2026.

"We had 286,000 applicants a year to date for the H-1B 
visas, out of those, over 200,000 of them paid USD 
100,000 to be able to come in because it allows us to 
process them in a little bit faster of a manner," Mullin 
said in response to a question from Senator Susan 
Collins regarding the shortage of doctors in rural 
America.According to Mullin, applicants who pay the 
fee have their cases processed in approximately 15 
days, while standard applications take nearly 7.5 
months.Collins highlighted the burden on rural 
healthcare providers, telling the subcommittee that a 
hospital in Presque Isle, northern Maine, recently paid 
the fee to recruit an overseas surgeon.

She argued that healthcare providers in underserved 

regions should be treated differently from employers 
hiring skilled workers in sectors with larger domestic 
talent pools."Would you be willing to consider 
carving out an exemption for medical professionals 
from this fee when a community can demonstrate that 
there is not a medical professional available?" Collins 
asked.Mullin said the department would examine 
possible solutions and consider whether greater 
flexibility could be applied to such cases individually.

"I would suggest that there's a huge difference between 
bringing in a computer expert from another country to 
work in wealthy California and Silicon Valley versus 
a much-needed surgeon to work at a rural hospital in 
northern Maine," she said.Republican Senator Lisa 
Murkowski of Alaska also raised concerns over 
teacher shortages in rural districts in her state.

WORLD

US Man Destroys Home With 
Excavator After Wife 
Threatens Divorce

world. (Agency) 
He is already the richest man in the world, but when 

SpaceX finally makes its hotly anticipated stock 
market debut, Elon Musk could become the planet's 
first trillionaire.Forbes magazine on Tuesday 
estimated Musk's net worth at nearly $835 billion, as 
compared with $342 billion in its annual rich list in 
March 2025.He is far beyond Google co-founder 
Larry Page, who is second at $298 billion.SpaceX's 
market debut, expected around June 12, will "all but 
guarantee his net worth rising above $1 trillion," 
Forbes said in early April, when the company first 
filed to list on the Nasdaq.The valuation of the 
company, founded in 2002, is expected to range from 
$1.7 trillion to $2 trillion, up from a range that topped 
out at $1.5 trillion in March.On Tuesday, platforms 
for trading unlisted shares valued the group at about 
$1.5 trillion, with an individual share going for about 
$129 on Forge Global (up from $53 in mid-
December) and $118 on Nasdaq Private Market.

The 54-year-old Musk currently holds 12 percent of 
common SpaceX shares and about 94 percent of 
Class B shares (each one retains 10 votes), according 
to a filing submitted to the US Securities and 
Exchange Commission.According to AFP 
calculations, after the company goes public, Musk 
would hold about 42 percent of SpaceX capital and 
79 percent of all voting rights -- or the equivalent of 
$735-840 billion, given the latest valuation 
estimates."Current trends are an incredible and 
continued centralization and concentration of 
wealth" in the hands of about 3,000 billionaires, 
William Robinson, a professor of sociology at the 
University of California, Santa Barbara, told AFP.

"At the top end of those billionaires, the concentration 
is accelerating."- 'Tech oligarchy' -Robinson noted 
that at the same time, five billion people on Earth are 
living below the poverty line, creating an "extreme 
inequality" that can spawn civil wars and other crises.

General Xavier Brunson 
made the comments in an 
interview as speculation 
builds that Washington may 
seek to expand the US 
Forces Korea (USFK) role in 
countering China's regional 
influence.

United States. (Agency) 
US President Donald Trump on Tuesday signed an 

executive order creating a voluntary framework 
under which AI developers will share advanced 
models with the government before public 
release.The central provision allows companies such 
as OpenAI, Google or Anthropic to give the 
government access to their most powerful models for 
up to 30 days before planned release.The order was 
triggered by concerns over Anthropic's Mythos 
model, which the AI startup has held back from the 
public due to its ability to expose vulnerabilities in 
computer systems, including those of banks, 
governments and hospitals.The 30-day window 
represents a compromise. The original draft called for 
up to 90 days of pre-release government access, while 
tech companies had pushed to cut that figure to just 14 
days.For OpenAI chief Sam Altman, the executive 
order "gets the balance right.""The US should lead on 
AI by continuing to develop the very best models, 
making sure they're safe, and getting cyber tools into 
the hands of trusted defenders," Altman said.Kent 
Walker, Google's head of public affairs, called the 
order an "important step forward" that will ensure 
"defenders have the AI tools they need to keep 
America secure."And Anthropic, which has 
repeatedly clashed with the Trump administration, 
called the order "an important step in strengthening 
America's leadership in AI.”'Unnecessary'The 
signing comes after a turbulent few weeks in which 
the White House appeared close to unveiling the 
measure, only to pull back abruptly.According to 
Politico and other media, David Sacks, the Silicon 
Valley venture capitalist who served as Trump's AI 
and crypto czar, called the president to warn that the 
measure would slow innovation and hurt the United 
States in its AI race with China -- blindsiding White 
House staff who believed Sacks supported the 
order.Sacks wrote on X last week that "unnecessary 
regulation is the biggest threat to innovation in 
America," adding that winning the AI race required 
clearing "bureaucratichurdles" from state legislatures 
and "woke" Washington politicians.

The order also instructs the Treasury, the National 
Security Agency and the CISA cybersecurity agency 
to form an "AI cybersecurity clearinghouse" in 
voluntary collaboration with industry and critical 
infrastructure operators to identify software

US proposes 12.5% additional duties on India, 53 
other countries over forced labour import violations

South Korea to help guard against the been Pyongyang's main trading 
nuclear-armed North.The state-run partner and a key source of diplomatic 
Korean Central News Agency and economic backing.Seoul's 
(KCNA) published commentary by presidential office said at the weekend 
analyst Kim Myong Chol who said that it was aware of Brunson's remarks 
Brunson's remarks showed the US as a n d  h a s  b e e n  " m a i n t a i n i n g  
"the chieftain of harassing peace and communication at various levels 

regarding all relevant issues".Local 
media outlets including News1 and 
JTBC reported that Seoul has raised 
concerns with the United States.USFK 
commander Brunson said in the 
interview, "When (the Chinese) look 
out from the east coast of China, what 
they see is there's Korea, the dagger in 

SEOUL. (Agency) the heart of Asia."
 North Korea slammed on Wednesday Brunson also compared Japan to a 

remarks by the top American military "shield that's sort of a backstop" 
official in South Korea comparing his against China's regional ambitions, 
host nation to "the dagger in the heart according to a transcript posted by the the world's worst war empire".The 
of Asia",  saying it  reflected Strategic Studies Institute of the US comments reflected how Washington 
Washington's strategy to contain Army War College.Beijing's embassy intended to use South Korea "as an 
China.General Xavier Brunson made in Seoul last week condemned the important geopolitical instrument to 
the comments in an interview as remarks as having "truly crossed the realise its regional strategy aimed at 
speculation builds that Washington line" and "rife with hostility and containing China," said Kim, who is 
may seek to expand the US Forces aggression toward China", asking based in Japan and considered an 
Korea (USFK) role in countering whether they were authorised by unofficial overseas spokesman for 
China's regional influence.About Washington.North Korea.China has for decades 
28,500 US troops are stationed in 

added that stronger action was needed.WASHINGTON (Agency) 
"each of our trading partners must do more  The US Trade Representative (USTR) has 

to ensure that trade does not perversely proposed additional import duties of 12.5 
encourage and entrench forced labour per cent on 54 countries, including India, 
globally".Under the proposal, countries over their alleged failure to prohibit goods 
that already enforce forced labour made with forced labour from entering 
import bans, have committed to such their markets.The proposal comes after 
measures under reciprocal trade investigations into 60 countries for not 
agreements, or maintain partial imposing or effectively enforcing 
safeguards against such imports would restrictions on imports linked to forced 
face an additional 10 per cent duty."For labour, according to the USTR."The failure 
all other economies, the US Trade of our most important trading partners to 
Representative proposes 12.5 per cent as address the importation of goods made 
the rate of additional duty," the statement with forced labour is unacceptable.This 
said.creates a dynamic where American 

workers are forced to compete globally on The propose 12.5 per cent additional tariff 
an unlevel playing field," US Trade would apply to the 54 countries 
Representative Ambassador Jamieson identified in the investigation.Separately, 
Greer said in a statement."We will no the USTR has proposed a textile 
longer tolerate this disparity," he said. mechanism that would permit a 

specified volume of apparel and textile India has contested the allegations under the 
imports from select countries to enter the forced labour clause and urged the US to Saudi Arabia, have failed to introduce and prohibitions but inadequate enforcement 

US at lower tariff rates.The USTR has discontinue the investigations, maintaining effectively implement prohibitions on mechanisms.Greer said some trading 
invited interested parties to submit requests that the issue should be resolved through i m p o r t s  p r o d u c e d  w i t h  f o r c e d  partners had initiated measures to restrict 
to appear at hearings, along with testimony ongoing bilateral trade discussions.The labour.Meanwhile, Canada, Ecuador, the forced labour-linked imports through 
summaries, by June 22, while written USTR said 54 economies, including India, European Union, Indonesia, Mexico and mechanisms such as the USMCA and 
comments can be submitted until July 6.China, Japan, Brazil, Australia, the UK and Pakistan were found to have existing Agreements on Reciprocal Trade, but 

appeared to heed the call and no embassies daughter, as blasts reverberated across the Wednesday would be a day of mourning for KYIV. (Agency) 
immediately reported damage Tuesday. city.“Our window was broken. A the dead in his city. That announcement Russia launched hundreds of drones and 

cobblestone flew into the children’s came 20 minutes before Filatov said Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy dozens of missiles against Kyiv and other 
room,” Salikova said, although they another drone had struck a residential appealed for more U.S. and European Ukrainian cities overnight, killing at least 
weren't hurt. “Thank God we’re alive. building there about 2:40 p.m.Putin seeks support, describing the massive overnight 22 civilians and wounding 138 others, 

to change the narrative of the warattack as “an explicit statement by Russia: authorities said Tuesday.Russian President 
If Ukraine is not protected from ballistic Putin is keen to generate some positive Vladimir Putin has escalated Moscow’s 
missiles and other missile strikes, those news from the conflict that began with aerial campaign in recent weeks in an 
strikes will continue.” Russia’s February 2022 invasion of its apparent bid to take advantage of Ukraine’s 

neighbor and hasn’t gone according to shortage of U.S.-made air defense systems Putin has stepped up his aerial campaign 
plan.Western officials and analysts say and persuade an increasingly pessimistic against Ukraine, with Russian forces 
Ukrainian drones are pinning down audience at home that Moscow is recently launching another of their 
Russian troops on the front line, choking p r e v a i l i n g  i n  t h e  4 - y e a r - o l d  powerful hypersonic Oreshnik ballistic 
Russian supply lines in occupied regions war.Emergency rescue crews digging missiles. Ukraine's shortage of air defense 
of Ukraine and disrupting oil facilities through the wreckage of apartment systems, in part because of depleted U.S. 
deep inside Russia that provide vital buildings pulled out the bodies of a 3-year- stocks from the Iran war, has left civilians 
revenue for Moscow. That has made the old child as well as those of a woman and especially vulnerable to ballistic missiles, 

Today we’re alive, today we’re lucky.”
war, which Moscow refers to as a “special her 8-year-old son in the central Ukrainian even as Kyiv's defenses stop most of 

Russia unleashed 73 missiles and 656 drones military operation,” more visible to city of Dnipro, officials said.The attack Moscow's drones.
across Ukraine, according to the country’s Russians and increased pressure on stretched past dawn, with explosions A mother and daughter shelter in a bathtub
air force, with the main targets including Putin.U.S.-led peace efforts have fizzled reverberating across cities. Officials said At least 81 people were wounded in the Kyiv, Dnipro and the eastern cities of out as the sides made no progress on key 16 people were killed in Dnipro and six in capital, said Tymur Tkachenko, head of the Poltava, Kharkiv and Zaporizhzhia. differences and after the war in Iran Kyiv.Residents of the capital have been on Kyiv City Military Administration. Iryna Ukrainian air defenses destroyed or grabbed Washington’s attention. Zelenskyy edge for days after Russia warned last week Salikova, 37, spent the night lying in a suppressed 40 missiles and 602 drones. accepted an unconditional ceasefire that a massive aerial attack was coming and bathtub for protection with her 3-year-old 

Dnipro Mayor Borys Filatov proclaimed demanded by U.S.told foreign diplomats to leave. None 

Elon Musk Could Become 
World's First Trillionaire 
With SpaceX's Market Debut

WASHINGTON. (Agency) 
A US man has been arrested after he allegedly tried to 

demolish his own house with an excavator while his 
family was still inside. Erik Pierwsza, 48, based in 
Pennsylvania, has been charged with three counts of 
recklessly endangering another person, one count of 
disorderly conduct, and one count of causing a 
catastrophe, after his violent outburstThe incident 
took place last week (May 26) when Pierwsza's wife 
told him she no longer wanted to be married to him. In 
a fit of rage, Pierwsza allegedly responded, "If it's 
over, I'll tear the house down," before embarking on 
the demolition job.Within minutes, he allegedly 
climbed into an excavator and started demolishing the 
house while his wife and two scared daughters were 
inside, according to a report in USA Today. The 
woman and children were physically unharmed. 
However, as per the police, there was enough 
destruction to impact the house's structural 
integrity.he Buffalo Township Police Department 
detailed that the wife called 911, with emergency 
operators stating that they could hear screaming and 
the sounds of machinery in the background during the 
call. Investigators said that Pierwsza eventually 
stopped his alleged attack on the house, ran inside, 
grabbed a duffle bag, and left for a different town. He 
was arrested the same day.

Massive Russian attack kills 22 people across Ukraine, 
officials say, as Moscow escalates fighting
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Eligibility cum Entrance Test). The matter is being next year. Ironically, the leak happened even though NEET, CBSE, CUET — the alphabet soup is becoming 
probed by the CBI, while the NTA has decided to paper-setting took place in a “highly secure” premises more unpalatable by the day. The disruption of the 

where phones/laptops and other electronic Common University Entrance Test (CUET-
devices were not supposed to be allowed and UG) has again exposed the fragility of India’s 
there was mandatory shredding of all notes. digital exam infrastructure. A technical glitch 
Even “trusted” insiders are under suspicion delayed the start of the test, forcing more than 
— this shows that the rot runs very 3,700 candidates to leave their centres. Left 
deep.Another national-level academic body, red-faced for the second time in a month, the 
the Central Board of Secondary Education National Testing Agency (NTA) has 
(CBSE), is in a spot over the on-screen announced that these examinees would get a 
marking system. An embarrassing mix-up of one-time opportunity to reappear. Even though 
answer sheets has been flagged by several about 95 per cent of the candidates eventually 
students. These back-to-back controversies completed the exam, the distressing incident 
indicate that transparency and accountability raises questions about preparedness during a 
have taken a big hit in the education sector. high-stakes national test. It’s obvious that 
As the clamour for Education Minister over-reliance on complex outsourced digital 
Dharmendra Pradhan’s resignation gets systems without sufficient on-ground 
louder, the Modi government faces the safeguards can be perilous.The NTA is already 
onerous task of restoring public confidence under fire after a question paper leak led to the 
in India’s exam ecosystem.cancellation of the May 3 NEET (National conduct the exam in the computer-based mode from 

Faithline | The 
Paari principle

A lesson in foresight from China

Exam chaos: Entire testing ecosystem under scanner

It’s World Environment Day on June 5, and many 
thoughts flood the mind of our relationship with 
Nature. ‘Paari and the Jasmine’ is a favourite 
story from the ancient Tamil Sangam era. It 
vivified my childhood with its touching message 
and the values it conveyed, not by preaching but 
by shining example.  

King Vel Paari ruled the lush, mountainous 
kingdom of Parambu Nadu, stretching from 
today’s Sivaganga district in Tamil Nadu to 
Palakkad in Kerala. Valour and talent were 
celebrated in his land and generosity was valued 
as the greatest virtue. Love and appreciation of 
the good earth and its gifts were a life code. A 
tough soldier, Paari was also a sensitive person. 
He loved poetry and music. Singers and poets 
were drawn to him, including the feisty old lady 
Avvai, who wandered all over the land scolding 
backsliding kings—scholars now wonder if 
‘Avvai’ was in fact a consolidation of three 
ancient women poets. Whatever the case may be, 
her poems and aphorisms are still recited 2,000 
years later.

One day, Paari was out in his horse-drawn chariot 
when he saw a delicate mullai or jasmine creeper 
lying on the ground. Someone had cut down the 
tree that had supported it and abandoned the 
creeper to its fate. Paari was upset to see the 
prettily-flowering, sweet-smelling creeper lying 
forlorn in the dust, left to be trampled on and die. 
“This is not right,” he thought. There was no sure 
way that he could uproot the creeper and give it 
the prop of another tree or fetch another support 
for it. So Paari detached his golden chariot, 
draped the creeper over it and went home on foot, 
leading his horses. He did not see it as a waste but 
as a necessary duty fulfilled. My granny used to 
say that at its deeper level, this incident was a 
poetic teaching story about helping all helpless 
beings—plant, animal or human.

This deeply ingrained sense of being part of Nature 
and being responsible for it was also expressed in 
seemingly miraculous ways. For instance, it’s an 
old Indian belief that there are certain holy men 
who can make it rain simply by their lustrous 
personalities. In the Ramayana, sage 
Rishyashringa is said to have made the rain fall 
on parched land merely by his presence. As 
recently as the 20th century, the late M G 
Ramachandran, when chief minister of Tamil 
Nadu, reportedly besought Kanchi Mahaswami, 
a luminous sage revered across the South with 
devotees even from far lands like the King and 
Queen of Spain and Princess Irene of Greece, to 
save Tamil Nadu from a blistering drought. The 
saint was on a padayatra in Karnataka at the time 
but felt duty-bound to return at once to Tamil 
Nadu. The story goes that soon after he crossed 
the border into the state, grey clouds began 
gathering out of nowhere in the burning sky, and 
it actually rained.Such personalities are part of 
the legitimate lore of the land and give us a 
personal standard of behaviour, an affirmation 
that good thoughts and good deeds enable the 
well-being of a country and its people. Further, if 
we look closely at the Indian calendar, we’ll see 
that amid the busy timetable of holy days, there’s 
a conscious plan to bond society by providing 
many festive opportunities to interact pleasantly.

The best punya or merit gained on a holy day is 
when we are friendly and affectionate to all, and 
don’t shortchange those to whom we owe money 
and manners. So the punya is of two kinds—one 
gained by doing the good things that build a 
cordial society and the other by not doing the bad 
things that vitiate the atmosphere.

These good intentions are framed by Nature, which 
is why Indian festivals follow the seasons, and 
festival foods reflect our rootedness in the land. 
Even grass is valorised through story and craft.

Grass figures in at least four incidents in the 
Ramayana. The first is at Chitrakoot, where 
Jayanta, a son of Indra, becomes a crow and 
attacks Sita when Rama is resting with his head 
on her lap. 

ZVijay’s popularity gives him influence across the Palk Strait. He now faces the challenge of 
turning goodwill into progress on Tamil rights, fisheries disputes and refugee concerns

for green energy in a big way so as not to be totally basically make the machines required for high-grade CHINA added 543 gigawatts of new power capacity across 
dependent on imported crude. While it is heartening that microchips and have a near monopoly in this arena, sell all technologies last year, according to Bloomberg News 
half of our installed electricity capacity is now from only where the US allows.Where in all this does India (January 28, 2026). The report says that this is 12% more 
renewables, coal still does the heavy lifting with a nearly stand? Are we again going to hope to be some sort of than India’s entire power generation (as of end 2024). Of 
42% share. Critically, it continues to provide 70% of the service and maintenance provider? The level of this addition, more than 80% was in renewables, shared 
electricity consumed, even as India has not developed automation and robotics coming into play suggests that between solar and wind energy. As per the US Energy 
adequate storage capacity. Needless to say, China has even this role will be a diminished one.As the conflicting Information Administration, China holds the world’s 
done a lot on this front.This decade has been one of strategic interests of nations come into play while trying largest strategic oil reserves (about 1.4 billion barrels). 
continuous disruption due to the Covid pandemic, the to assume dominance in the AI age, astute and visionary Interestingly, it significantly expanded its reserves in 
wars in Eastern Europe and West Asia and the emergence leadership is required. Foreign policy and diplomacy will 2025, taking advantage of discounted Russian, Iranian 
of AI. India missed the Industrial Revolution and paid a play a critical role in developing strategic partnerships to and Venezuelan barrels. India held only 21 million 

enable the development of AI infrastructure and energy barrels.Over the past few decades, China has given 
security. Today, even our battery manufacturing for EVs itself tremendous strategic depth in rare earth 
and grid storage is dependent on rare earth minerals from minerals, EV (electric vehicle) production, lithium-
China (again a near monopoly). The need for strategic ion battery production and clean energy. The Chinese 
alliances can be seen in the shortage of gas and likely are now world leaders in this entire value chain. By 
shortage of fertilisers and crude oil due to the closure of doing this, they have not only managed to reduce 
the Strait of Hormuz by the war in West Asia and the their dependence on fossil fuels and reduce pollution 
resultant disruption in supply lines. India has been forced but also established a very dominant position as the 
to scrounge around and ask for help. We had a tie-up with world transits out of fossil fuels. The troika of rare 
Russia, as did China, but the sanctions have hurt us more.earths, battery manufacturing for EVs and clean 

Similarly, Iranian oil is no longer available to us. Our energy is the “holy grail” for extracting an economy 
storage capacity is limited, and India has only now tied up out of fossil fuel dependence.
with the UAE to build large reservoirs…this will take This has been achieved by meticulous planning, 
time. The failure of US-Iran talks will only damage us highlighted in the Five-Year Plans (currently, the 
further and create panic, which India has so far avoided. 15th Plan is being implemented), which are made by 
Simultaneously, the US is championing Pakistan and its the central committee of the Chinese Communist 
Field Marshal and trusts it as an important mediator vis-a-Party along with the State Council (the Chinese 
vis Iran. The US has helped it out with the World Bank, cabinet). This strategic advantage will determine 

heavy price for it. The nation missed the first half of the easing its financial problems.how the nation copes with the coming energy shock. It 
computer-dominated era of the 1980s and 1990s and Adding to India’s troubles is the close relationship between will be the difference between high and low inflation and 
only when it was driven to near bankruptcy did the China and Pakistan. During his recent visit to China, a critical factor determining where the data centres for 
reforms of the 1990s come into play. Thankfully, the Pakistan PM Shehbaz Sharif was received by President the AI age will move to, for there is a strategic confluence 
private sector stepped in along with the armies of techies Xi Jinping and the “higher than the mountains” friendship of clean energy generation, its storage, rare earth 
who helped salvage the situation. Though India has not was renewed. A joint statement called for solving the minerals and data centres. Just last year, China wielded 
yet become a serious player in the software development lingering “Jammu and Kashmir dispute”.The Chinese its strategic tool and nearly brought India’s EV 
business, it has created a space for itself in the IT services keep developing infrastructure in the North-East (NE), production to a halt by restricting rare earth export (it has 
sector.Given the late start, it is commendable that India especially in areas to which they claim ownership. Our a near monopoly).
achieved this much. Coming to the disruption being own situation in the NE is not looking too good with the People make plans regarding their lives, generally based 
wrought by AI, we have once again missed the bus and three-year-old problem in Manipur and the festering sores on their experience and prospects. Similarly, nations — 
can see it moving away fast over the horizon. India is in Nagaland and Mizoram. The newly elected through their governments — plan for the future. Such 
nowhere in the semiconductor business, and our entire government in Bangladesh also needs monitoring as it is planning involves in-depth analysis of past and present 
electronic industry is dependent on the Asian giants — cosying up to Pakistan and China and is capable of experience as well as projections about anticipated 
Taiwan, South Korea and China. The data centres being creating more problems for us in the NE.developments. Based on the above, the State enunciates 
envisaged will also remain dependent. The US and China Taking all these factors together — the energy situation, policies to deal with the future. Looking at ourselves and 
have made giant leaps in AI and its related infrastructure. which is likely to aggravate further; the China, Pakistan the situation in which India finds itself today vis-a-vis 
The infrastructure involves high-grade chip and Bangladesh positions with respect to us; and our own the energy situation and its ramifications, we appear to 
manufacturing, low-cost power and the government as a internal problems — the time calls for astute not have done the required homework over the past few 
reformist and enabler. Companies such as Nvidia have statesmanship and diplomacy of the highest order. The decades.Since India is not a major oil-producing nation, 
become trillion-dollar firms and control the flow of AI nation must unite to face this multi-pronged assault. This it is incumbent upon the Union government to make sure 
technology. The US decides who can and cannot get initiative must come from the leadership of the Indian that resources would be available in all contingencies 
these chips. Dutch companies such as ASML, which government.and to build adequate reserves, and more importantly opt 

India needs astute statesmanship and diplomacy to tackle diverse challenges

aspirations of Sri Lankan Tamils. Congress for agreeing to the transfer. The remarks Lankan waters increased, leading to recurring disputes. For two decades, Sri Lankans have embraced iconic actor 
generated discussion in northern Sri Lanka, where Sri Lankan authorities regularly detain fishermen for Thalapathy Vijay—Chandrasekaran Joseph Vijay—as Vijay will need to navigate carefully the intersection of 
fishing communities have long viewed the island as part alleged illegal entry into their waters and seize boats and one of their own. Cinema audiences across the island geography, ethnicity and politics. The distance between 
of their traditional fishing environment. Even today, fishing equipment. Sri Lankan officials and fishing admire Vijay, whose popularity has often transcended Arichal Munai in India and Talaimannar in Sri Lanka is 
Tamil Nadu fishermen are permitted to dry their fishing communities have also raised concerns about bottom ethnic and linguistic divides. This broad acceptance barely 55 kilometres. Northern Sri Lankan Tamils have 
nets on Katchatheevu, while Indian and Sri Lankan trawling, a method of fishing prohibited in Sri Lanka offers him a unique platform from which to contribute, historically looked to Tamil Nadu for cultural affinity 

due to its impact on marine ecosystems.at least indirectly, to a stronger understanding between and moral support. During the armed conflict, political 
Tamil Nadu and Sri Lanka.While the path appears open leaders in Tamil Nadu drew attention to allegations of Vijay’s government has sought greater engagement 
for the new leader, Sri Lankans who have long admired discrimination, humanitarian concerns and the plight from New Delhi on the recurring arrests of Indian 
Vijay, the film star, may view his emergence as a of civilians. Some also expressed support for greater fishermen and the seizure of boats and equipment. 
political figure through a different lens. autonomy and political rights for Sri Lankan Tamils. While any durable resolution ultimately depends 

While overt support for separatist causes diminished on bilateral engagement between India and Sri Vijay’s rise in politics cannot be attributed to stardom 
significantly after the assassination of former Indian Lanka, advocacy by the Tamil Nadu government alone, although his popularity and effective use of social 
prime minister Rajiv Gandhi in 1991, the situation of can help ensure that the concerns of affected media have undoubtedly contributed to his success. It 
Sri Lankan Tamils remains a subject of periodic fishing communities remain on the policy also reflects wider political currents across South Asia. 
discussion in Tamil Nadu, informed by historical, agenda.Then there is the sensitive question of how In recent years, several countries in the region have 
cultural and familial connections between the two support for Tamil rights is distinguished from witnessed significant political churn driven by public 
regions. attitudes towards the LTTE. Vijay has consistently discontent, youth mobilisation and demands for 

spoken about the rights, dignity and welfare of Sri political renewal. Social media has played an important Vijay presents himself as someone who takes pride in his 
Lankan Tamils. At times, however, statements or role in amplifying these trends. While India’s political Tamil identity and has expressed solidarity with Sri 
symbolism associated with the conflict years have landscape is distinct, Vijay and his Tamilaga Vettri Lankan Tamils. He has spoken about questions of 
prompted debate about the legacy of the LTTE in Kazhagam have emerged as an alternative for voters justice, rehabilitation, resettlement and equal rights. 
Tamil political discourse. The organisation seeking options beyond the traditional Dravidian These remain matters of continuing concern, fishers come together annually for the St Anthony’s 

emerged during a period of deep ethnic conflict and parties, the Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam and the All particularly amid ongoing debates about reconciliation Church festival on the island.
came to dominate the Tamil militant movement. Its India Anna Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam. and post-war recovery in Sri Lanka. At the same time, While there is little prospect of revisiting the island’s 

references to political ideas associated with the conflict What remains unclear is whether Vijay will follow the legacy remains deeply contested, shaped both by its status, the debate has once again highlighted the 
years are likely to be viewed differently on either side of political path laid down by leaders such as M G articulation of Tamil grievances and by its involvement sensitivity of Sri Lanka-related issues in Tamil Nadu 
the Palk Strait and require careful handling.Ramachandran and J Jayalalithaa or seek to carve out a in violence, including attacks on civilians and political politics. The more immediate challenge lies in the 

distinct space of his own. Both leaders, at different leaders. For contemporary political leaders, the In the run-up to the Tamil Nadu elections, Vijay stirred longstanding fisheries dispute. During the years of 
points, shaped public discourse on the Sri Lankan Tamil challenge lies in advocating justice and equality for Sri debate by advocating the recovery of Katchatheevu, an conflict, restrictions on fishing in northern Sri Lankan 
question and adopted positions that reflected prevailing Lankan Tamils while avoiding the revival of divisions islet ceded to Sri Lanka in 1974. He questioned the waters created opportunities for fishermen from Tamil 
sentiments in Tamil Nadu regarding the conflict and the associated with the conflict.Centre’s position on the issue and criticised the Nadu. Over time, the presence of Indian trawlers in Sri 

Reimagining Sri Lanka-Tamil Nadu ties in the age of Vijay

 Over-reliance on complex outsourced digital systems without sufficient on-ground safeguards can be perilous
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The Sikh Times 
Maligaon, 3rd June: Shri Ramesh

Kumar, an officer of the Indian Railway
Service of Engineers (IRSE), has assumed
charge as the Additional General Manager
(AGM) of Northeast Frontier Railway
(NFR) on 1st June, 2026. Shri Kumar is a
Civil Engineering graduate from Govind
Ballabh Pant University, Nainital and
belongs to the 1991 batch of IRSE. He
joined Indian Railways in November, 1992
and possesses more than three decades of
rich and diverse experience in railway infra-
structure development, construction, main-
tenance and project management. During
his distinguished career, Shri Kumar has
held several important assignments in
South Eastern Railway, Railway Land
Development Authority (RLDA), Railway
Board and Northeast Frontier Railway. He
served in various capacities including
Assistant Engineer and Divisional Engineer
in South Eastern Railway, Deputy Chief

Engineer for the Tamluk-Digha New Line
Project in West Bengal, Joint General

Manager in Railway Land Development
Authority (RLDA) and Director (Land &
Amenities) in Railway Board.  Prior to

assuming charge as AGM of NFR, Shri
Kumar was working as Chief Project

Director/Station Development,
Northeast Frontier Railway, where he
was associated with various station
redevelopment and Amrit Bharat
Station Scheme (ABSS) projects. He
has extensive experience in station
redevelopment, new line construction,
land management and arbitration mat-
ters. He also served as Chief
Engineer/Construction for the
Dimapur-Kohima New Line Project and
has worked in key positions related to
construction and infrastructure devel-
opment in the ghat sections of
Chakradharpur Division as well as
other important infrastructure projects
across Indian Railways. The officers
and staff of Northeast Frontier Railway
have extended a warm welcome to Shri

Ramesh Kumar and conveyed their best
wishes for a successful tenure as Additional
General Manager of the zone.

Shri Ramesh Kumar Assumes Charge as Additional
General Manager of Northeast Frontier Railway

The Sikh Times
Maligaon, 3rd June:

Northeast Frontier Railway
(NFR) has further
enhanced its infrastructure
maintenance capabilities
with the induction of a Rail-
Borne Maintenance Vehicle
(RBMV), designed to under-
take critical track and engi-
neering maintenance activi-
ties with greater efficiency,
precision and safety. The
newly procured vehicle will
play a vital role in support-
ing maintenance operations
across difficult and strategi-
cally important railway sec-
tions, particularly in the
under-construction and
challenging Bairabi-Sairang
railway project in Mizoram.
The advanced maintenance
vehicle is equipped with
modern features that enable
transportation of men, mate-
rials and maintenance
equipment directly to work
sites located in remote and
inaccessible areas. The vehicle
is also fitted with specialized

lifting and handling arrange-
ments, allowing railway per-
sonnel to carry out track-relat-

ed works, replacement of com-
ponents and emergency
restoration activities in a safe
and time-bound manner. Its
deployment will significantly

reduce dependence on conven-
tional methods of maintenance
and improve overall opera-

tional efficiency. The Bairabi-
Sairang section, which travers-
es hilly terrain and presents
unique engineering chal-
lenges, requires robust mainte-

nance support for ensuring
safe and reliable railway opera-
tions. The induction of this

Maintenance Vehicle
will facilitate the same
during inspections and
infrastructure upkeep
activities. The vehicle
will also be useful in car-
rying out preventive
maintenance, thereby
helping to minimize dis-
ruptions and enhance
asset reliability. Safety
remains the foremost pri-
ority for NFR. The
deployment of this mod-
ern maintenance vehicle
is expected to strengthen
safety standards by pro-
viding railway personnel
with a dedicated and effi-
cient platform for under-
taking maintenance
works under demanding
field conditions. The
improved mechanization

of maintenance activities will
also reduce manual handling of
heavy equipment and materials,
thereby enhancing workplace
safety and productivity.

NFR Inducts Advanced Rail-Borne Maintenance Vehicle to
Strengthen Infrastructure Up-Keep in Challenging Terrains
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remains entirely on the bigger picture of the pressure.Oslo. (Agency)  
tournament. "No, he was actually playing really well and Indian Grandmaster R Praggnanandhaa joins 

"More than beating Magnus, I think winning defending extremely well. I think many a pretty exclusive list of players after his 
a game in this tournament is more other players would start making small latest win over the legendary Magnus 
important at this stage. So I'm happy that I positional mistakes here and there, but he Carlsen in the eighth round of Norway 
managed to do that," Praggnanandhaa told kept finding all the right moves," Pragg Chess on Wednesday, June 3.
ChessBase India after the match.When said. "At one stage, I genuinely thought the After taking down Carlsen with white in the 

game was just going to be a third round back on May 27, the 20-
draw. It was surprising that he year-old from Chennai completed the 
blundered the way he did stunning double by repeating the feat 
because he had defended so with the black pieces. It must be noted 
well up to that point."Looking that Praggnanandhaa had also beaten 
ahead to the remainder of the Carlsen in the same tournament back in 
event, the Chennai grandmaster the 2024 edition as well.This is 
expressed confidence in his reportedly the first time in the last 19 
current form but highlighted years of classical chess, that a player has 
o n e  s p e c i f i c  a r e a  f o r  managed to get the better of the 
improvement:Norwegian great twice in the same 

"In general, I feel like I'm playing tournament. The last person to do so 
well. The only thing is that the was none other than the Indian legend 
time scrambles haven't really himself, Vishwanathan Anand. He beat 

speaking about Carlsen, the Indian prodigy gone my way. So I'll just try to keep more Carlsen twice at the Linares International 
noted that despite coming out on top, the time on the clock and continue playing the Chess Tournament back in 2007.
Norwegian was never far off. He way I've been playing over the last few PRAGG UNFAZED
acknowledged the legend's immense games. I'll try to rest tomorrow and then Despite the magnitude of the victory, the 
defensive skill, admitting that Carlsen kept come back in fighting mode for the final youngster is refusing to buy into the 
finding the right moves even under intense rounds."surrounding hysteria. Instead, his focus 

prevailed. The 20-year-old Czech history- Despite falling in straight sets, the 19-year-
maker booked his first-ever Grand Slam old Fonseca left Paris with his head held 
semi-final spot with a commanding 6-4, 6- high. Having arrived at the clay-court major 
3, 7-6(3) victory.In doing so, Mensik with severe concerns over a recent injury, a 

giant-killing run that included stunning 
victories over Novak Djokovic and 
Casper Ruud heavily exceeded his 
expectations.

"Coming from a little injury and not having 
any expectations for this tournament and 
doing a great run, this is a positive week," 
Fonseca told reporters. "This tournament MIAMI. (Agency)  
gives me more conviction and more Brazilian teenager Joao Fonseca insists he is 
confidence to keep going and, for sure, yet to discover the absolute limits of his 
understanding a little bit more [of my] game or his body, despite his fairy-tale 
body and my limits.""I have never seen French Open campaign coming to an end at 
my limit yet, but I already know that I can the hands of an ice-cool Jakub Mensik on 

bypassed legendary compatriot Ivan Lendl be comfortable with my physique," the Tuesday.In a highly anticipated battle of 
to become the youngest Czech man to reach Brazilian added. "I think it's more breakout stars under the Court Philippe-
the last four of a major since 1981. He now comfortable with my game, the way that I'm Chatrier roof, marking the youngest 
advances to face tournament favourite playing, that my mentality is on the right Roland Garros men's quarter-final since 
Alexander Zverev.\ path... Maybe it's the same Joao, but finding Rafael Nadal played Novak Djokovic in 

new stuff.”FONSECA REMAINS DEFIANT2006, it was Mensik who ultimately 

Joao Fonseca far from reaching limits as 
dream run ends in French Open quarterfinals

New Delhi. (Agency)  
Sunrisers Hyderabad captain Pat Cummins 

hinted that he may skip IPL 2027 to deal 
with his heavy workload for Australia next 
year. Cummins has been a part of the SRH 
franchise for the last three years and helped 
them reach the playoffs in IPL 2026.

He missed the early prt of the season and 
played just eight games this time around as 
he was recovering from an injury. He picked 
up eight wickets during this time. Australia's 
schedule next year is packed, beginning 
with a four-Test series in India during 
January and February.They will then host 
England in Melbourne for a one-off match 
commemorating 150 years of Test cricket in 
March, before embarking on a full Ashes 
campaign ahead of the ODI World Cup in 
southern Africa, which is set to take place in 
October and November.This has made 
Cummins as his assess options for IPL next 
season, saying that Tests and the ODI World 
Cup will be "Something has got to give at 
some stage next year and it's not going to be 
test matches or an ODI World Cup," 
Cummins told the Sydney Morning Herald 
on Wednesday."I will make a call a lot closer 
and work with the franchise to see what 
makes sense. Things can change. I've had a 
couple of injuries pop up, so I don't really 
want to lock in anything."The priorities for 
me are always the test matches and that ODI 
World Cup. I dare say if I play all of India, I 
need some sort of break before a pretty 
gruelling Ashes series."Cummins' workload 
was carefully managed last summer, with 
the Australian captain featuring only in the 
Adelaide Ashes Test and sitting out the T20 
World Cup while recovering from a 
persistent back issue.With fellow pace 
veterans Josh Hazlewood and Mitchell Starc 
also entering the latter stages of their 
careers, Australia are expected to weigh up 
rotation options, including giving the trio 
breaks during the home Test series against 
New Zealand around the turn of the year.

anyone, rested. Rasikh Salam Dar came in the second uncapped player in IPL history to conversations mid-sentence or a send-off 
and bowled.To understand why, you have to take three or more wickets in a tournament that trended overnight. He just took wickets, 
go back to a selection trial in Srinagar in final. RCB restricted Gujarat Titans to 155 kept his economy tight, and made batsmen 
2018, where a teenager with misaligned arms for 8 and won by five wickets to lift back-to- feel — slightly too late — that they had 
and an extraordinary back-of-the-hand back titles.And yet, for much of the season, misread something.Irfan Pathan was the 
slower ball was already walking away. He Rasikh operated in exactly the kind of silence mentor of the J&K cricket setup in 2018, 
had been to these trials before, every year, sorting through 70 or 80 boys at a 
as a junior. He had never made the 30- time, looking for something worth 
member squad. He had learned, the hard keeping. Most of them blurred into 
way, not to wait for the rejection to find one another. Rasikh nearly walked 
him standing still.For a man who has out before Pathan could decide.
spent  h i s  career  learn ing  tha t  "I saw him bowling a few balls, and 
opportunities do not wait, that doors open after bowling a few balls, I told him 
and close and sometimes do not open to stand on the side. Then he started 
again, an optional training session on the walking away because he thought 
eve of an IPL final is not optional. It never he wasn't selected. He kept 
was. walking away with his brother," Paris. (Agency)  

DON’T GO YET Pathan recalls in his chat with 
On the eve of the IPL 2026 final, with Royal 

IndiaToday.in.Rasikh Salam Dar, 26, from Kulgam in Challengers Bengaluru preparing to defend 
Kashmir, finished IPL 2026 as RCB's "I asked him, 'Why were you their title against Gujarat Titans at the 
second-leading wicket-taker: 19 wickets leaving? I told you to stay there.' he has always inhabited. He came on at first Narendra Modi Stadium in Ahmedabad, the 
in 12 matches, four more than Hazlewood, at He said, 'I thought it's happening like every or second change, behind Bhuvneshwar and senior bowlers took the optional training 
an average of 21.32. In the final, he took 3 for year. I used to come here for junior trials and Hazlewood. He completed his four-over session off. Josh Hazlewood, Bhuvneshwar 
27, dismissed Nishant Sindhu, Rahul I never used to be part of the 30-member quota in eight of his 12 appearances. He did Kumar, men who had carried the attack all 
Tewatia and Rashid Khan, and became only squad.'"not produce a spell  that  stopped season, men who had nothing left to prove to 

SPORTS

Following the completion of the five-
match T20I leg, the teams will shift focus 
to the ODI series, beginning at 
Auckland's Eden Park on November 4.he 
red-ball segment of the tour starts in 
Wellington, where the opening Test will 
be played at the Basin Reserve from 
November 19 to 23. The second and final 
Test is scheduled for Christchurch's 
Hagley Oval from November 27 to 
December 1, bringing the 40-day tour to a 
close.The Test series will also mark 
India's first visit to New Zealand for a red-
ball assignment since the 2019-20 

Ahmedabad. (Agency)  campaign. In the years since, New 
 India are set for an extensive tour of New Zealand have travelled to India on two 

Zealand later this year, with the two sides occasions, including their memorable 
scheduled to contest a 12-match all-format 2024-25 tour when they recorded a 
series between October 22 and December 1. stunning 3-0 clean sweep in the Test 
The tour, which includes five T20 series.
Internationals, five One-Day Internationals The tour forms part of wider celebrations 
and two Test matches, will be the largest recognising 100 years of sporting 
men's bilateral series ever hosted by New connections between the two nations, 
Zealand and the most matches the country with the New Zealand Government 
has staged against a visiting team.The backing the initiative alongside several 

India and New Zealand, adding further contest. Action will get underway with the landmark series coincides with the centenary other India-related sporting events planned 
significance to an already high-profile first T20I in Christchurch on October 22. celebrations of sporting relations between for later in the year.

Meet Rasikh Salam: The boy Irfan 
Pathan spotted. The man RCB trusted

India to play biggest-ever bilateral tour 
of  New Zealand in landmark year

Praggnanandhaa beats Carlsen twice, 
matching Anand's historic 19-year-old feat

Paris. (Agency)  
 An action-packed day of quarterfinal tennis 

awaits at Roland Garros as the battle for the 
clay-court crown reaches its business end. 
Headlining the marquee schedule on Court 
Philippe-Chatrier is world number one and top 
seed Aryna Sabalenka, who faces a stern test 
against 25th seed Diana Shnaider during the 
day session.

That high-stakes encounter is preceded by 
another intriguing women’s singles clash 
featuring 22nd seed Anna Kalinskaya taking on 
the unseeded Maja Chwalinska, with a semi-
final spot hanging in the balance.

The men's singles draw features equally 
captivating tactical battles. Over on Chatrier, 
fourth seed Felix Auger-Aliassime faces off 
against Italy's tenth-seeded Flavio Cobolli in a 
blockbuster clash of contrasting styles. The 

Italian contingent will remain under the 
spotlight well into the Parisian evening, as a 
thrilling, all-Italian night session match up sees 
the resurgent Matteo Berrettini trade blows 
with Matteo Arnaldi under the lights.Indian 
tennis fans will have their eyes glued to Court 
Simonne-Mathieu, where N. Sriram Balaji and 
his Brazilian partner Marcelo Demoliner face a 
monumental task. The unseeded duo is 
scheduled to play the second-seeded team of 
Harri Heliovaara and Henry Patten in the men's 
doubles quarterfinals.

Meanwhile, the future of the sport takes centre 
stage in the junior events, where rising Indian 
star Arnav Vijay Paparkar faces a massive 
double-duty day. Paparkar first squares off 
against Jack Kennedy in the boys' singles third 
round, before teaming up with Kunanan 
Pantaratorn to challenge top seeds Luis Guto 
Miguel and Ziga Sesko in the doubles 
quarterfinals.

French Open Day 11 
Schedule: Sabalenka back in 

action, Indian talent on 
double duty

Mumbai. (Agency)  
 Shreyas Iyer's difficult run of form continued 

on Tuesday evening. Playing in his first 
match since Punjab Kings were knocked out 
of the 2026 Indian Premier League, the star 
Indian batsman failed to score big at the 
Wankhede Stadium. He was dismissed 
cheaply, while his fellow Indian teammate 
Shivam Dube stole the spotlight.

Iyer recently finished a tough season as the 
captain of the Punjab Kings in the IPL. On 
June 2, he turned up for the SoBo Mumbai 
Falcons, hoping to find his rhythm back on 
his home ground. Walking out to bat at 
number three against ARCS Andheri, the 
right-hander wanted to build a strong innings. 
However, his stay at the crease lasted only a 
few moments, and he was out after scoring 
just five runs.The big wicket came from 
Shivam Dube. Bowling in the fourth over, 
captain Dube bowled a sharp delivery that 
forced an error from Iyer. The ball caught the 
outside edge of Iyer's bat and flew straight 
into the hands of wicketkeeper Prasad Pawar. 
Video clips of the dismissal quickly spread 

across social media, putting more focus on 
Iyer's current struggle for runs.The Falcons 
were relying heavily on Iyer’s international 
experience to help them get a big score in 
their first match of the season. Instead, his 
early departure shocked the team and 
triggered a major batting collapse. Without 
their main batsman to anchor the innings, the 
rest of the lineup struggled to cope with the 
pressure. ARCS Andheri took full advantage 
of the situation and kept taking wickets at 
regular intervals.

With no one left to steady the innings, the 
Falcons were bowled out for a low score of 
126 in 18.2 overs. While Dube ended the 
night happily after a match-winning 
performance, Iyer is left searching for 
answers to his batting slump as the 
tournament moves forward.

Pat Cummins hints at 
skipping IPL 2027: 

Tests, World Cup are my 
priorities

Shreyas Iyer's misery continues 
as Shivam Dube steals the show 

in Mumbai T20 League

IPL 2026: Irfan Pathan saw 
something in a teenager walking 

away from a trial in Srinagar. 
Eight years, four franchises and a 
two-year ban later, Rasikh Salam 
took 19 wickets in a title-winning 
campaign for Royal Challengers 

Bengaluru. Here is his story.

ZIndia will tour New Zealand for 
a 12-match all-format series 
from October 22 to December 
1. The tour will also mark 100 
years of sporting ties between 
both nations.

 

Jakub Mensik beat Joao Fonseca 
in straight sets to reach his first 
Grand Slam semi-final at Roland 
Garros. Fonseca said the defeat 
still strengthened his belief  in 
his game, body and mentality.
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MUMBAI.(Agency) escalation in the West Asia conflict has produced with forced labour.The 
 The rupee appreciated 16 paise to again pushed up Brent crude price to action follows investigations launched 

95.03Equity benchmark indices close to USD 97 indicating no respite to against 60 countries over what the 
Sensex and Nifty tumbled in early trade India from the energy shock," VK USTR described as their failure to 
on Wednesday amid uncertainty related Vijayakumar, Chief Investment impose and effectively enforce bans on 
to US-Iran negotiations, fresh spike in Strategist, Geojit Investments Limited, imports made with forced labour."The 
crude oil prices and persistent foreign said.Foreign Institutional Investors failure of our most important trading 
fund outflows.The 30-share BSE (FIIs) offloaded equities worth Rs partners to address the importation of 
Sensex tanked 699.74 points to 8,362.92 crore on Tuesday, according goods made with forced labour is 
73,959.48 in early trade. The 50-share to exchange data."At present, investor unacceptable.This creates a dynamic 
NSE Nifty dropped 177.40 points to sentiment remains cautious and highly where American workers are forced to 
23,302.50.From the 30-Sensex firms, sensitive to incoming developments. compete globally on an unlevel playing 
Tata Consultancy Services, Tech The lack of tangible progress in US-Iran field," US Trade Representative 
Mahindra, Infosys, HCL Tech, ITC and negotiations, elevated crude oil prices Ambassador Jamieson Greer said in a 
Eternal were among the biggest and continued foreign fund outflows statement.In Asian markets, Japan's 
laggards.IT stocks fell sharply amid continue to reinforce a risk-off Nikkei 225 index and Shanghai's SSE 
profit-taking after rallying in the past environment," Ponmudi R, CEO of Composite index quoted higher, while 
few days.Meanwhile, Maruti, Adani Enrich Money, an online trading and Hong Kong's Hang Seng index traded 
Ports, Asian Paints and Bharti Airtel wealth-tech firm, said.Meanwhile, the lower.US markets ended in positive 
were the gainers from the blue-chip US Trade Representative has proposed territory on Tuesday."Overnight, the 
pack.Brent crude, the global oil slapping 12.5 per cent additional duties S&P 500 closed at a fresh record high, 
benchmark, traded 0.89 per cent higher on 54 countries, including India, for while Japan's Nikkei scaled new 
at USD 96.85 per barrel."The mild failing to prohibit the import of goods lifetime highs.

TCS, Tech Mahindra, HCLTech crash up to 8%: 
Why are IT stocks falling after recent rally

RBI MPC meeting starts today: Will rising 
inflation risks lead to a rate hike?

Gold, silver prices are down again. 
Should investors buy, hold or wait?

New Delhi.(Agency)
 India’s orthodox tea exporters are beginning to feel 

the impact of the escalating conflict in West Asia, 
with weakening demand, higher insurance costs 
and growing concerns over payment security, 
according to Dinesh Bihani, Secretary of the 
Guwahati Tea Auction Centre (GTAC).

Speaking to ANI, Bihani said the effects of the 
geopolitical crisis have become increasingly 
visible over the past six weeks, particularly in the 
orthodox tea segment, which depends 
significantly on exports to West Asian markets.

“We have started witnessing the impact of the West 
Asia crisis on orthodox tea over the last one-and-
a-half months. Demand has been gradually 
declining as shipments to the region take around 
45 to 50 days to reach their destination. Insurance 
costs have risen sharply, export orders are being 
placed in smaller quantities, and there is growing 
uncertainty over payment security,” he said.

Bihani noted that while India’s tea exports have 

performed strongly in recent years, the prolonged 
conflict is emerging as a key concern for 
exporters.“As the conflict has continued through 
February, March, April and May, its impact has 
become more evident for tea sellers. If the 
situation does not improve in the coming months, 
producers may have to shift back to CTC tea 
manufacturing, or orthodox tea may have to be 
sold at lower prices,” he added.

Despite the challenges, Bihani expressed 
confidence that exporters could diversify their 
market base. He pointed to Russia as a significant 
alternative destination and said the industry is 
actively exploring new export opportunities.We 
have identified new markets for exports, and 
Russia remains a major market for us. Much will 
depend on how the situation evolves in the 
coming months,” he said.The concerns come 
even as India’s tea export sector continues to 
record robust growth. In May, Union Commerce 
and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal said the 
value of India’s tea exports had surged 93 per 
cent to Rs 8,719 crore in 2025-26, compared with 
Rs 4,509 crore in 2013-14.

BUSINESS

India’s orthodox tea 
exporters face demand 

slump amid West Asia crisis

hit by weakness in US-listed ADRs of US software companies, optimism New Delhi.(Agency)
Indian IT companies. Infosys ADRs fell around artificial intelligence spending  After leading the market's recovery over 
2.5% overnight, while Wipro ADRs and expectations that the US Federal the past two sessions, information 
dropped more than 8% after sharp Reserve could eventually cut interest technology stocks came under heavy 
rallies in recent sessions, indicating rates.Nitant Darekar, Research Analyst selling pressure on Wednesday, with 

at Bonanza, said that the recent IT investors rushing to book profits 
bounce was largely sentiment-following a sharp rally driven by 
driven.artificial intelligence optimism and 

"The Nifty IT index gained roughly hopes of stronger software spending.
6% over three sessions and about The Nifty IT index plunged 4.66%, 
15% off its May lows, fuelled by making it the worst-performing sectoral 
Snowflake's upbeat earnings index on Dalal Street by a wide margin. 
signalling resilient AI spending, The sharp correction also dragged 
rising US rate-cut hopes, a weak benchmark indices lower, with IT 
rupee boosting margins, and heavyweights emerging as the biggest 
attractive valuations after a sharp losers on the Sensex.Tata Consultancy 
correction," said Darekar.'Today's Services (TCS) crashed 7.16%, making 
reversal, led by TCS, is essentially it the biggest loser among Sensex profit booking in technology shares 

profit-booking on an overextended stocks. Tech Mahindra fell 4.54%, globally
relief rally. Fundamentally, TCS stays Infosys declined 3.80%, and HCL WHY ARE IT STOCKS FALLING the weakest link: down nearly 23% in Technologies slipped 3.65%. Together, TODAY? 2026 on margin pressure and weak these stocks accounted for a significant 

The biggest reason behind today's decline growth visibility. Valuations at a ~30% portion of the market's losses during the 
is profit booking after a strong rally. discount to historical P/E offer comfort, session.The sell-off marks a sharp 

IT stocks had witnessed aggressive but a durable rerating needs demand reversal for the sector, which had 
buying over the last two sessions as recovery, not just AI optimism," he gained about 7% over the previous two 
investors cheered strong earnings from added.trading sessions.Sentiment was further 

New Delhi,.(Agency)

As the Assessment Year 2026-27 filing season gets 
underway, some salaried individuals frequently 
wonder if they should file an Income Tax Return 
(ITR) even if they don’t have any tax liability. The 
simple answer to this question is that you should file 
an ITR if you have no tax liability. In several cases, 
filing an ITR even if tax liability is zero is a 
calculated move that can be of immense benefit in 
multiple ways.Income tax submission and filing 
means you have a formal record of your annual 
income declaration to the IT department. Even in 
cases where the tax liability is zero, filing ITR helps 
to maintain a verifiable and factual financial history.

1. Income and identity proof
An ITR acts as a legal document because it is recorded 

with the government. The ITR you file can be used 
as identity proof in several cases such as while 
applying for an Aadhaar card. The government 
accepts it as proof of residence as well. It also acts as 
income proof as it contains a detailed list of all your 
incomes and expenses. It can be particularly useful 
for self-employed individuals, business owners and 
freelancers who may not have salary slips to prove 
their income.

2. Applying for Loans
Several banks often request ITR documentation as 

proof of income while giving home loan, personal 
loan or business loan to customers. If you can 
produce a filed return to the banks or lending 
institutions then it can help improve eligibility for 
loans. A filed ITR return details your past and 
present financial position and assures your loan 
repayment capability.

3. Claim refund
Tax deducted at source (TDS) might be deducted on 

savings interest, freelance income, fixed deposits or 
dividend payouts for stocks even if your tax liability 
is zero. Once you file income tax returns, this helps 
you claim such a refund without any hassles. If 
excess tax has been deducted from your income 
through TDS, filing an ITR becomes necessary to 
claim a refund. 

4. Carry forward of losses
If you have calculated losses from any source of 

income that cannot be offset against the current 
year’s income, you can carry forward these losses to 
future years by filing a tax return. Suppose you have 
suffered losses in the stock market, property or 
business activity and want to carry them forward to 
the next year, you can easily do so if you have filed 
an ITR.

New Delhi.(Agency) 
 Indian tourists and travellers heading to Cambodia can 

now leave their currency exchange worries behind, 
with UPI payments going live at more than 4.5 
million merchant locations across the Southeast 
Asian nation. The cross-border QR payment linkage 
was launched by NPCI International Payments 
Limited in partnership with ACLEDA Bank Plc, 
enabling Indian users to scan Cambodia’s national 
QR code system, KHQR, through any UPI-enabled 
app to make real-time payments at restaurants, 
tourist attractions, retail stores and other businesses.

The launch was formally announced at an event in 
Phnom Penh attended by representatives of the 
National Bank of Cambodia and the Reserve Bank of 
India.

How does it work
In the first phase, Indian travellers can use their 

existing UPI applications to make instant QR code 
payments across Cambodia’s KHQR merchant 
network, the same way they would pay at home in 
India. The system is designed to offer a secure and 
seamless payment experience while eliminating the 
need to carry cash or exchange currency for 
everyday spending. 

Stock markets tumble in early 
trade; Sensex tanks 700 points

ITR filing 2026: Not in 
taxable income? Major 
reasons why you must still 
file your income tax returns

If you've been tracking gold and silver 
prices recently, you've probably noticed 
that the rally has lost some steam. Both 
metals have slipped despite ongoing 
geopolitical uncertainty, leaving 
investors with an important decision to 
make: buy more, stay invested, or wait 
for the dust to settle.

849 at Rs 154,700 per 10 grams, while RESILIENCE"MCX Gold prices declined nearly 4% over 
MCX Silver fell by Rs 1,267 to Rs While silver has also corrected, it has held the last two weeks amid a stronger U.S. 
265,440 per kilogram. up better than gold in recent weeks.dollar and weakness in the Indian rupee," 

WHY ARE GOLD AND SILVER "MCX Silver continues to witness range-she said.More noted that the August gold 
UNDER PRESSURE? bound trading between 261,000 and contract is currently trading around 

Fresh military exchanges between the 277,400," More said.She added that 
United States and Iran have once again despite the recent decline, silver has 
raised concerns about the stability of the shown relative resilience compared to 
recently announced ceasefire. The latest gold. The Gold/Silver Ratio, often 
developments have increased uncertainty referred to as the Mint Ratio, is currently 
in global markets and weakened investor hovering around 59–60."Going forward, 
confidence.While geopolitical tensions silver is likely to remain sideways unless 
usually support safe-haven assets such as a decisive breakout occurs. Key support 
gold, other factors, including a stronger levels are placed at 261,000–249,300, 

New Delhi.(Agency) 
US dollar and fluctuations in currency w h i l e  r e s i s t a n c e  i s  s e e n  a t  

Gold and silver have long been seen as safe 
markets, have weighed on prices. 277,400–299,000," she explained.This 

places to park money during uncertain 
Emerging markets, including India, have suggests that silver may continue to move 159,300. She pointed out that the key 

times. But in recent weeks, both precious 
also come under pressure as investors within a broad range until a strong trigger weekly support level is near the 20-week 

metals have struggled to maintain the 
assess the possible economic impact of pushes prices higher or lower.Exponential Moving Average (EMA) at 

strong momentum they enjoyed earlier 
the ongoing conflict. 157,380."The overall trend remains WHAT SHOULD INVESTORS DO 

this year. Prices have turned volatile, 
G O L D  FA C E S  S H O RT- T E R M  moderately bearish, with major support NOW?

leaving many investors wondering 
WEAKNESS Market experts generally advise investors seen at 157,380–152,700 and resistance 

whether this is just a temporary pause or 
According to Kaveri More, Commodity not to make decisions based solely on placed at 163,650–169,000," she added.

the start of a bigger correction.
Analyst – Technical Research at Choice short-term price movements. Gold and The technical indicators suggest that gold 

On Wednesday, precious metal prices 
Broking, gold has witnessed significant silver remain important diversification may continue to face some pressure in the 

remained under pressure. At around 11:30 
weakness over the past two weeks. tools, particularly during periods of near term unless fresh buying interest 

am, MCX Gold was trading lower by Rs 
economic and geopolitical uncertainty.emerges.SILVER SHOWING MORE 

Rupee falls 28 paise to 
95.64 against US dollar in 
early trade

Copper prices have risen sharply this year due to supply disruptions at key global mines and strong demand from sectors such as electrification, renewable energy and artificial intelligence-led infrastructure.

Indian travellers can now 
pay via UPI at 4.5 million 
merchant outlets in 
Cambodia

MUMBAI.(Agency) 
The rupee depreciated 28 paise to 95.64 against the US 

dollar in early trade on Wednesday, after the US 
Trade Representative proposed 12.5 per cent 
additional duties on India and 53 other countries 
over forced labour import violations.

Forex traders said the US Trade Representative's 
action, amid fresh hostilities and stalled talks 
between the US and Iran, weighed on investor 
sentiment.At the interbank foreign exchange 
market, the rupee opened at 95.43 against the US 
dollar, then touched 95.64 in early trade, down 28 
paise from its previous close.On Tuesday, the rupee 
depreciated 17 paise to close at 95.36 against the US 
dollar.The US Trade Representative has proposed 
imposing 12.5 per cent additional duties on 54 
countries, including India, for failing to prohibit the 
import of goods produced with forced labour.

The action follows investigations launched against 60 
countries over what the USTR described as their 
failure to impose and effectively enforce bans on 
imports made with forced labour.India has denied 
the allegations under the forced labour clause and 
asked the US to end the investigations, saying such 
matters should be addressed within the framework of 
ongoing bilateral trade negotiations.

The USTR statement said 54 countries, including 
India, China, Japan, Brazil, Australia, the UK, and 
Saudi Arabia, have failed to impose and effectively 
enforce a prohibition on the importation of goods 
produced with forced labour.

The RBI's Monetary Policy Committee 
(MPC) begins its three-day meeting today 
amid rising concerns over inflation, higher 
crude oil prices and global uncertainties. 
Will these factors be enough to trigger a 
rate hike?

the repo rate unchanged rather than opt MPC to keep policy rates unchanged, essential that the central bank continues 
for a rate hike. amid inflation concerns, but the tone of to keep interest rates stable, prioritise 

commentary will be important to take growth support while remaining vigilant WHY IS THE MPC MEETING 
note of. Much of the current inflationary on inflation dynamics," he said.IMPORTANT?
pressure is being driven by supply-side MARKETS FOCUSED ON RBI'S The MPC's decision directly affects 
factors such as elevated crude oil prices, MESSAGEborrowing costs across the economy. Any 

change in the repo rate influences home Gaurav Garg, Research Analyst at 
loan EMIs, personal loan rates, business Lemonn Markets Desk, also expects 
borrowing costs and overall consumer the RBI to maintain the status quo."We 
spending.At its last policy review in April expect the RBI to maintain status quo 
2026, the RBI left the repo rate on the repo rate in the upcoming MPC 

New Delhi,.(Agency) unchanged at 5.25 per cent. The central meeting. While recent developments 
The Reserve Bank of India's (RBI) three- bank also maintained its neutral policy such as higher crude prices, fuel price 

day Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) stance.Since then, rising crude oil prices, revisions, rupee weakness and 
meeting begins today, with all eyes on pressure on the rupee and tensions in geopolitical uncertainties have added 
Governor Sanjay Malhotra, who will West Asia have raised questions about to inflationary concerns, much of the 
announce the policy decision on Friday, whether the RBI may need to act to current pressure appears to be supply-
June 5.The six-member MPC will assess contain inflation. driven," he said.
the country's inflation outlook, economic geopolitical tensions, and climate-related WHY EXPERTS EXPECT RBI TO According to Garg, the central bank is 
growth prospects and interest rates at a uncertainties, which are largely beyond HOLD RATES likely to monitor developments carefully 
time when global uncertainties, rising the influence of monetary policy," he rather than respond with immediate According to Shishir Baijal, International 
crude oil prices and geopolitical tensions said.Baijal added that increasing interest p o l i c y  t i g h t e n i n g . " I n  s u c h  a n  Partner, Chairman and Managing 
are creating fresh challenges for rates in response to such factors may hurt environment, the RBI is likely to remain Director, Knight Frank India, the RBI is 
policymakers.While concerns over economic growth without significantly watchful rather than react with unlikely to raise rates despite current 
inflation have resurfaced, most market reducing inflation."Therefore, it is immediate policy tightening," he said.inflationary pressures."We expect the 
experts believe the RBI is likely to keep 
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