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Siddaramaiah-Shivakumar photo-op in
Delhi as Congress meets to decide leadership

New Delhi.(Agency)

12 pages T 3 ‘|

Annamalai attacks Vijay as Tamil Nadu CM faces
his first big test

New Delhi.(Agency)

It seems the honeymoon period is over, and Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister C Joseph Vijay 1s facing his first big test. Within 15 days of
the TVK-led coalition government taking charge, Tamil Nadu
witnessed two brutal crimes against minors. Opposition leaders,
including BJP's Annamalai, are targeting CM Vijay over the murder
of a 17-year-old boy near Meenakshi temple in Madurai, and the
rape-cum-murder of'a 10-year-old girl in Coimbatore.

A TVK minister's ’

Siddaramaiah remarked, "It is

leadership discussions,
always there".

Party MP and Leader of Opposition in Lok Sabha Rahul
Gandhi, Congress president Mallikarjun Kharge, general
secretary KC Venugopal, party spokesperson Randeep
Sujrewala also reached Indira Bhawan
for further deliberations to find a way to

—
arnataka Chief Minister Siddaramaiah and his

[< deputy DK Shivakumar struck a united pose in
Delhi on Tuesday amid growing buzz over a

possible leadership change in the
state.The two senior Congress leaders

~The two senior

Congress leaders
reached Delhi after

response to the
Coimbatore rape-cum-

ThEI were were summoned by the party high break the deadlock that has been at the murder and jovial police
command for discussions on the long- centre of Karnataka politics for a little officers ahead of a media
summoned hv the simmering power tussle in Karnataka, over a year now.Several ministers briefing, videos of which A
: an issue the leadership has so far be}if?ved bto be close to thf{ Chief went viral, on the crime > B
party high avoided addressing publicly.Party Minister, including Satish Jarkiholi, G added fuel to the fire. The o

Parameshwara and HC Mahadevappa,
also travelled to Delhi, adding to
political buzz around the visit.The
development comes as the Congress government completed
three years in office on May 20, triggering renewed debate
within the party over leadership arrangements and
ministerial representation.

Speaking to reporters on Monday, Siddaramaiah confirmed
that he had been invited to Delhi by the party leadership but
said he was unaware of the agenda.

sources said the Congress leadership
wants to settle the matter and end the
persistent infighting and public
bickering between the two camps in the state.

However, before reaching the Congress Headquarters at
Indira Bhawan, both Siddaramaiah and Karnataka's number
2, DK Shivakumar remained tight-lipped about the
discussions and the likely outcome when confronted by
reporters outside the venue.When asked about ongoing
speculation surrounding the meeting and possible

Why did petrol, diesel become costlier despite fall
in crude oil prices in last 12 years, asks Kharge

While crude oil has become cheaper.

barrage of attacks forced
Vijay to use a fast-
tracked Pocso case to defend his government.

Former Tamil Nadu BJP President K Annamalai slammed the TVK
government led by CM Vijay over the two grisly crimes. Annamalai
claimed that the new government was "yet to emerge from its
celebratory mood".

"Drug peddlers, sexual assaulters, and murderers have a free pass in
Tamil Nadu. The State police seem to have learnt no lessons from
the past, and the new TVK government is yet to emerge from its
celebratory mode and confront the grim realities unfolding on the
ground," Annamalai posted on X.Annamalai's post came on
Monday (May 25) after a minor, A Gubendran, was stabbed to death
by a gang of five at the Madurai Corporation's shopping complex in
the Meenakshi Sundareswarar Temple.

Punjab’s Mukh Mantri Sehat Yojana
strengthens high-risk maternal and newborn
care, benefits thousands of families

a—N -

command for

discussions on the

long-simmering

power tussle in

Karnataka.

etrol has become approximately 42.8% more expensive, and diesel about
67.9% more expensive, Kharge said.

New Delhi.(Agency)

Congress president Mallikarjun Kharge on
Tuesday slammed the central government over
the increase in fuel prices and asked why relief
was not provided to people when crude oil prices
fell during the last 12 years.

Kharge cited an official statement by the PIB to
state that exactly 12 years ago today -- on May
26,2014 -- when Prime Minister Narendra Modi
assumed office, the price of crude oil in the
Indian basket stood at USD 108.05 per barrel,
and the Dollar-Rupee exchange rate was Rs

continues unabated,” Kharge said."The
question is straightforward: When crude oil
prices have fallen, why have petrol and diesel
become more expensive?" he said.

Why is there no relief for the public, Kharge
asked.The Congress on Monday launched a
scathing attack on Prime Minister Narendra
Modi over the latest fuel hike, with Rahul
Gandhi alleging that the "mehangai manav"
has struck again and he has just one job of
making promises during elections and
attacking people's pockets at other

The Sehat Card has emerged as a critical support mechanism for women requiring surgical
intervention during childbirth due to complications such as prolonged labour, maternal health
conditions, fetal distress and previous cesarean deliveries.

.
New Delhi.(Agency)
Punjab is significantly strengthening high-risk maternal and
neonatal healthcare through the Mukh Mantri Sehat Yojana,
ensuring that complicated deliveries and critical newborn care are
accessible to families without financial burden.

approximately 42.8% more expensive, and

58.59.At that time, petrol was available at Rs
71.51 per litre, and diesel at Rs 56.71 per liter, he
said in his post in Hindi on X.

Today, the price of crude oil is below USD 99 per
barrel; yet, the prices of petrol and diesel have
surged to Rs 102.12 and Rs 95.20 per litre,
respectively, Kharge said.In other words, while
crude oil has become cheaper, petrol has become

diesel about 67.9% more expensive, he said.

"Every economist knows that the rising cost of

petrol and diesel impacts every sector.From
transportation to food commaodities, the burden
of inflation on the common man continues to
intensify.

Despite this, the government's profiteering

times.Kharge also lashed out at the Modi
government over the issue and asked who is
benefitting from this "daily robbery™".

Petrol and diesel prices were raised by Rs 2.61-
2.71 per litre on Monday, marking the fourth
increase in less than two weeks as state-owned
fuel retailers continued to pass on rising
international oil prices to consumers.

Piyush Goyal, Mark Carney hold talks
to boost India-Canada bilateral ties

From wearing a saffron turban at every Punjab event to attacking the AAP on governance and law and order, H

a CM Nayab Singh Saini has become the BJP's most

visible face in Punjab. Saini is at the forefront as the BJP altem ts to build a non- Jal social coalition for the 2027 Assembl

olls in its biggest Punjab push in decades.

New Delhi.(Agency)

Union Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush
Goyal met Canadian Prime Minister Mark
Carney and discussed strengthening bilateral
ties, further expressing optimism over the early

conclusion of the India-Canada Comprehensive |

Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA).

In a post on X, Goyal called on Carney and
conveyed greetings from Prime Minister
Narendra Modi while also discussing ways to
deepen the relationship between the two nations.

“Called on the Prime Minister of Canada, Mark J
Carney, and conveyed warm greetings from
Prime Minister Narendra Modi. Fondly recalled
his recent visit to India, which has imparted
fresh momentum and renewed confidence to the

India-Canada partnership,” Goyal wrote.

“We had forward-looking discussions on further
deepening bilateral cooperation and expressed
optimism towards the early conclusion of the
India-Canada Comprehensive Economic

Partnership Agreement (CEPA), which would
unlock new avenues of growth and prosperity
for both nations,” he added.

‘Game changer for Canadian workers and
businesses’

Following his meeting with Goyal, Carney also
took to his official social media handle and
highlighted the economic significance of the
proposed trade deal, describing it as “a game
changer” for Canadian workers and
businesses.“We’re negotiating a free trade deal
with India. This will be a game changer for
Canadian workers and businesses — unlocking
amassive new market,” he said.He said that both
sides were moving quickly to explore

A major study based on India’s National Family Health Survey
(NFHS-5) survey found that nearly one in every two pregnancies
in the country is high-risk. Factors such as poor education,
poverty, short gaps between pregnancies, previous birth
complications and caesarean deliveries increase dangers for both
mother and baby. Researchers say women from vulnerable
backgrounds face the highest risks, highlighting the urgent need
for stronger
mia i cien asl
healthcare and
awareness
programmes The
Sehat Card has
emerged as a
critical support
mechanism for
women requiring
SEi o dite aul
intervention
during childbirth
due to
complications
such as prolonged labour, maternal health conditions, fetal distress
and previous cesarean deliveries. According to official data
received from the State Health Agency (SHA), as on May 25, a
total of 7,300 maternity and neonatal care cases were treated under
the scheme with expenditure amounting to Rs 7.04 crore. Of these,
5,300 were high-risk caesarean deliveries accounting for Rs 6.37
crore, reflecting the growing role of the scheme in supporting
high-risk pregnancies and emergency obstetric care across Punjab.

Speaking about personal experience, beneficiary Deepika, a 28-
year-old woman from Patiala who faced pregnancy complications
including anaemia, shares that she underwent a successful
caesarean delivery fully covered under the Sehat Card. Her
husband Manoj shared that they were very happy that the
procedures went smoothly and stress free with the cashless card.

opportunities for both countries.

Jaishankar calls for 'trusted, transparent'
partnershlps in Indo-Pacific region at Quad meet

New Delhi.(Agency)

External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar on
Tuesday called for "trusted and
transparent” partnerships among the
Quad members to bring peace and
prosperity to the Indo-Pacific, while also
stressing that the region must remain a
driver for global growth and stability.In
his opening remarks at the Quad foreign
ministers’ meeting in New Delhi,
Jaishankar also called on the member
countries to work towards ensuring
maritime security and promoting
economic choices in the region.

The meeting was attended by US Secretary of
State Marco Rubio, Australian Foreign
Minister Penny Wong, and Japanese Foreign

..In his opening
remarks at the Quad
foreign ministers'
meeting, Jaishankar
called on the
members to work
towards ensuring
maritime security and
promoting economic
choices in the region.

focus will clearly be on the Indo-Pacific,
which is the specific limit of the Quad," the
external affairs minister said in his
televised opening remarks.

"At the global level, we have to address
issues like supply chain resilience,
connectivity choke points, manufacturing
and resource concentrations and gaps in
critical infrastructure.Each one of them
offers a new argument for more
partnerships," he said.

Jaishankar, without elaborating, also talked
about specific "concerns" facing the Indo-

Pacific."This will require enhancing strategic

confidence, ensuring maritime security,

promoting economic choices, and fostering a

deeper collaborative ethos.

Minister Toshimitsu Motegi, with Jaishankar
presiding over it.

The Quad meeting came amid rising global
concerns over China's increasing military
muscle-flexing in the Indo-Pacific."Our

CGEEEEEED ¢ ¢ 0 ¢ IS ¢ ¢ ¢ G ¢ ¢ ( ¢ CEED

And that is best done by pr omutmb trusted and
transparent partnerships," he said.The
external affairs minister added, "As maritime
democracies, pluralistic societies and market
economies, we share the responsibility
towards a free and open Indo-Pacific. The
region must remain a driver for global growth
and stability."

Australian Foreign Minister Penny Wong
called for making the Quad as strong and as
effective as possible.We are determined to
continue the momentum of the Quad, and we
want a peaceful, stable, prosperous Indo-
Pacific, she said.Rubio said the areas in which
the Quad has been working together became
more relevant because of recent events
around the world.
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Fight in Gurgaon after man
mocked by colleagues over
‘accent’

GURGAON.(Agency)

A late-night gathering among colleagues in DLF Phase-I1I
allegedly turned violent after two men mocked the way
a colleague spoke and abused him, leaving a 24-year-old
grievously injured on May 21.

Police said the victim, Aditya Raj Pandey, who is from
Bihar and currently resides in DLF Phase-III, works ata
business process outsourcing (BPO) firm in Sector 48.
He was allegedly assaulted by Uday Sansanwal and
Nikhil Sansanwal inside a rented room in U Block
following an argument while they were drinking.

According to the complaint, Pandey went to meet his
friend Ansh Tyagi at a colleague’s room around 2am. “
When Pandey arrived, Tyagi, the two accused, and a
woman were already present there and drinking. All of
them are colleagues,” an officer said.

During the interaction, the accused allegedly made fun of
Pandey’s accent and way of talking and began abusing
him. When he objected to the remarks, the confrontation
turned violent.Pandey alleged that Uday first slapped
him, following which both accused repeatedly punched
and hithim on the face and head. “His friends intervened
and separated them. Before leaving, the accused
allegedly threatened to kill Pandey,” the officer added.

Police said Pandey later lost consciousness and was taken
to a private hospital by his friends.The medico-legal
report noted a scalp injury along with swelling near both
eyes. “The report also mentioned the smell of alcohol
from the victim’s mouth,” the FIR stated.Following
verification of the complaint and inquiry at the spot,
DLF Phase-III police registered an FIR under sections
117(2) (voluntarily causing grievous hurt), 351(3)
(criminal intimidation) and 3(5) (common intention) of
BNS against the two accused.

Malibu Towne Country Club
gets 0C after years,
reopening likely

Ghaziabad.(Agency)

The Country Club of Malibu Towne has received its
occupation certificate (OC) after two years of waiting,
finally paving the way for its reopening following its
closure in 2024. The township's license had expired in
2020 and was renewed six years later in Jan 2026,
enabling the builder to apply for the club's OC.

Authorities confirmed that all pending paperwork,
payments, and corrective measures that caused the club
to be sealed are now complete. Malibu Towne, home to
nearly 10,000 residents, can finally expect key
amenities, including its swimming pool, to reopen.

The 204-acre township in Sector 50, developed in the mid-
1990s, depended on the club for facilities such as a
swimming pool, garden areas, spaces for community
events and social gatherings.The OC application was
submitted by the builder, Malibu Estate Pvt Ltd
(MEPL), towards the end of Jan 2026. The township
licence had expired earlier in 2020, and authorities had
advised the builder to first secure renewal of the
township licence before applying for the club’s
OC.Subsequently, the licence was approved by DTCP,
Chandigarh, on Jan 9, 2026, after which the builder
formally submitted the OC application to DTP, Gurgaon.

“This positive outcome is the result of sustained follow-
ups and multiple meetings over the past several months
involving MEPL and department of town and country
planning and help of Ward Councillor Kuldeep Yadav,”
said Vijay Shiv Nath, Chairman of Malibu Towne
RWA’s Federation.The township’s compliance issues
date back to 2020, when DTCP rejected its completion
certificate for failing to develop community sites within
the stipulated deadline of Nov 2020. Of the 16 approved
community sites, only 11 were constructed as per norms.

Twelve shanties and four cars
destroyed in Vasundhara slum
fire

Ghaziabad.(Agency)

A fire broke out in the slums of Vasundhara Sector 3 on
Monday, reducing 12 shanties to ashes. Four cars
parked nearby were also gutted in the fire. Locals and
fire department officials rescued nearly 30 people and
over a dozen cattle.Chief fire officer Rahul Pal said the
locals informed them about the fire at 3pm. Flammable
material present in the cluster caused the fire to spread
rapidly and within moments, the fire engulfed 12
shanties and vehicles parked nearby. Before the fire
tenders arrived, the people from the shanties untied the
cattle and moved them out.“At least six LPG cylinders
stored in the shanties exploded one after another,
inciting terror among the residents. More than 10 fire
tenders controlled the fire within one and a half hours.
The exact cause of the fire has not been determined yet.
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We are investigating the reasons behind the blaze. But it
might have been caused by a short circuit,” he said.

A source said following a shortage of LPG cylinders, the
people in the slum had shifted to cooking on wood-fired
chulhas and high flames from one such chulha caused
the fire.Another fire broke out at LN Electronics
Company, located next to NH 24, around 4.30pm. High
flames from the company’s premises could be seen
from a distance.Fire department officials evacuated the
employees from the factory that manufactured fans.
The CFO said more than 20 fire engines from
Ghaziabad, Noida and Meerut called to douse the
flames. During filing of the copy, efforts were still
underway to put out the fire.

Spat in MCM as deputy mayor rebukes
Manesar mayor over inspections

GURGAON.(Agency)

A bitter power struggle erupted within
MCM on Monday, with senior deputy
mayor Praveen Yadav launching a
scathing attack on Manesar mayor
Inderjeet Kaur Yadav over the inspection
of vehicles deployed for door-to-door
waste collection.

Praveen accused Inderjeet of converting
an official inspection exercise into a
“social media trial” aimed at gaining
political mileage rather than ensuring
accountability in sanitation operations.

He alleged that the mayor “misused govt
machinery” and disrupted the inspection
for “personal interests”. The mayor did
not respond despite multiple attempts,
and MCM Commissioner Pradeep Singh
too could not be reached for comment.

Addressing mediapersons, the senior
deputy mayor alleged that the MCM
commissioner constituted a committee
to inspect the waste collection vehicles,
but the process was derailed on Sunday
when the mayor arrived at the site

accompanied by nearly 200 supporters.
“The inspection was meant to be
conducted by the authorised committee
and officials. Instead, it was reduced to a
spectacle. No one was allowed to speak,
and the sole objective appeared to be
finding faults for publicity,” Praveen
alleged.He claimed that individuals

accompanying the mayor misbehaved
with him and municipal officials during
the inspection and even issued threats.
“The entire exercise was carried out in an
arbitrary and personalised manner,
completely bypassing institutional
procedures,” he said.The controversy
has now taken a serious turn with

Woman returning from BEd exam dies after
falling from auto in Gurgaon, FIR against driver

Gurgaon.(Agency)

A 27-year-old woman from Bihar, who
had come to Haryana to appear for a BEd
examination, died during treatment after
falling from a moving autorickshaw near
Hasanpur on Saturday evening.

The deceased, Preeti Kumari, was a resident
of Khajuri village in Bihar’s Araria
district. According to a complaint lodged
by her brother, Abhishek Kumar, at
Badshahpur police station, she had
travelled to Haryana to appear for the
examination at Govt College Bissar
Akbarpur in Nuh. After the exam, she was
coming to Gurgaon in an autorickshaw
bearing registration number
HR55AG2597.The complainant alleged
that around 5.50pm, when the auto
reached near the HP petrol pump at
Hasanpur before the SPR traffic signal,
passengers asked the driver not to drive
rashly and at high speed. Despite repeated
warnings, the driver allegedly continued
driving recklessly.

The complaint said that due to the excessive

speed, Preeti fell from the moving auto
onto the road and suffered a severe head
injury. The front wheel of the auto also
purportedly detached during the incident.

Passers-by took Preeti to Ayushman

Hospital near Hero Honda Chowk for
treatment, while the driver allegedly fled

the spot after the accident.

Abhishek stated that he received

information about the accident around
8.30pm on Saturday. He said he then
contacted his neighbour, Sandeep Kumar,
who works in the city, to assist with her
treatment. On doctors’ advice, she was
later shifted to Safdarjung Hospital in
Delhi for advanced treatment.

Abhishek and other family members

travelled from Bihar to Delhi on Sunday.
The same day, Preeti died during
treatment.The complainant alleged that
the accident occurred due to rash and
negligent driving by the auto driver
despite repeated objections from
passengers.Following the complaint
submitted on Monday, police registered a
case under sections 281 (rash driving),
125 (act endangering life or personal
safety of others) and 106 (causing death
by negligence) of BNS at Badshahpur
police station. The investigation was
handed over to ASI Yogesh Kumar.

Animal bhite cases on rise, anti-rabies

vaccinations crossed 42k

Gurgaon.(Agency)
More than 42,000 people received anti-
rabies vaccines at govt health facilities in
the city in 2025, indicating that animal
bite and exposure cases remain
alarmingly high.According to data
accessed by TOI, 42,613 people were
administered anti-rabies vaccines
between Jan and Dec 2025 — around 117
cases every day, or nearly five people
every hour. This marks a steep rise from
2024, when the city recorded just over one
dog bite case per hour.In the first four
months of 2026 alone, another 16,897
people received anti-rabies vaccines —
around 141 cases daily, or nearly six every
hour.The figures dwarf those from
previous years. The city reported 2,612
dog bite cases in 2021 (roughly seven a
day); 3,464 in 2022 (around nine a day);
5,259 in 2023 (about 14 daily); and
10,067 in 2024 — nearly 27 cases every

day.The highest monthly count in the
latest dataset was Jan 2026, with 4,618
vaccinations, followed by Feb(4,339) and
Dec 2025 (4,291).Doctors at govt
hospitals said dog bite and animal scratch
cases are reported almost daily in
emergency wards.“Children between
5-14 years are the most vulnerable,
especially boys, because they play
outdoors and may not recognise warning
signs in stray dogs. Elderly people are also
at risk due to slower reaction times,” said
Dr Satish Koul, principal director and unit
head — internal medicine, Fortis
Gurgaon.“The biggest mistakes are not
washing the wound immediately with
soap and water, ignoring small scratches,
applying home remedies like turmeric or
oil, and delaying or skipping the anti-
rabies vaccine,” he added.Experts said the
rising numbers reflect gaps in animal birth
control (ABC) programmes and poor

last year

stray dog population
management.Though MCG has no
official population estimate, activists said
numbers have grown sharply due to
inadequate sterilisation drives.Chetna
Joshi, founder of Kaali Welfare
Foundation and a member of the Animal
Welfare Board of India, said two of the
three MCG-linked sterilisation centres
were operating without mandatory
approvals under the ABC Rules,
2023.“One centre is run by TACO animal
welfare centre under CSR support, while
the other two — at Garhi Harsaru and
Baliawas — are operated by Maa
Baglamukhi Sewa Samiti under an MCG
tender, without the requisite certificate of
project recognition,” she said, adding that
records cited by authorities pertain to
TACO’s work, not Bagulamukhi’s.“MCG
needs a certificate of project recognition
to legally operate these centres.

allegations surfacing against the
mayor’s husband, Rakesh Yadav. The
agency associated with the waste
collection work has also alleged that
Rakesh demanded a “partnership” or
share in the operations, charges that are
likely to further deepen the political
storm within the civic body.Praveen
claimed that the decision to inspect the
vehicles was formally approved during
a meeting of the MCM along with
councillors, and a committee had been
assigned the task of submitting a report
to the commissioner. “The focus should
have been on transparency and
improving sanitation services for
residents. Instead, the mayor sidelined
public interest and turned the exercise
into a political event,” he alleged.

The escalating confrontation between the

mayor and the senior deputy mayor
exposed sharp divisions within the
Manesar civic body, raising concerns
over governance, administrative
functioning and political interference in
municipal operations.

Warm nights on rise as min hits
31.2 degrees in Gurgaon

Gurgaon.(Agency)

Intense heat continued to tighten its grip
on the city, and the little respite after
sundown also secems to be
dwindling.Monday brought one of the
season’s warmest nights, with the
mercury settling at 31.2 degrees Celsius
— 4.5 degrees above normal and only
the second time this season the
minimum has breached the 30-degree
mark.The reading meets India
Meteorological Department’s
definition of a “warm night”, declared
when the minimum temperature departs
between 4.5°C and 6.4°C above normal
during heatwave conditions. A
departure beyond 6.4°C earns the
grimmer tag of “severe warm night”.

The pattern is not an aberration, and night
temperatures over the past week have
remained stubbornly elevated: 28°C on
May 19, 29.8°C on May 20, 32.6°C on
May 21, 28.5°C on May 22, 28.6°C on
May 23 and 27.5°C on May 24 — a
sustained stretch that meteorologists
said signals prolonged heat stress.

IMD data placed the city among the
highest night temperature recordings in
Haryana, with the state’s average
minimum rising a further 0.9°C from
the previous day.The concern with
warm nights goes beyond discomfort.
Meteorologists warn that elevated
overnight temperatures prevent the
body from recovering from daytime
heat exposure, amplifying the risk of
heat-related illness — particularly for
children, the elderly and those who
work outdoors.City observatories
recorded maximum temperatures
between 41.6°C and 42.7°C on
Monday, as dry weather prevailed
across Haryana. Sirsa remained the
hottest spot in the state at 46.2°C, with
temperatures broadly running up to
3.2°C above normal. IMD has issued a
heatwave-to-severe-heatwave warning
for several districts, including Gurgaon,
through May 27.A few parts of south
Haryana also reported unusually high
night temperatures — Mandkola in Nuh
recorded a minimum temperature of
31.9 degrees Celsius, while Jhajjar
recorded 31.4 degrees Celsius and
Palwal 31.2 degrees Celsius.Northern
districts offered more relief — Rohtak
reported the state’s lowest minimum at
23.4°C, followed by Karnal at 25.1°C,
Hisarat25.9°C and Ambala at27.8°C.

Land handed 2 years ago, cemetery

still lack an approach

Gurgaon.(Agency)

Nearly two years after land was allotted
for a Catholic burial ground in Sector 58
near Ghata village, the cemetery still
lacks a proper approach road. A 75-
metre stretch leading to the site remains
unpaved, forcing ambulances and
mourners to navigate a dusty, uneven
track to reach the facility. The same
stretch also serves Anjuman Bagiya, a
Muslim graveyard established in 2004
near the cemetery site. People visiting
the kabristan, managed by Haryana
Anjuman Charitable Trust, also rely on
the partially unpaved road for
access.Residents and church
representatives said the situation
worsens during the monsoon, when the
stretch becomes waterlogged and nearly
inaccessible. They added that repeated
representations to authorities have
failed to yield a solution. Access is
further hindered by congestion around
Banjara Market, where roadside parking
and heavy crowds create bottlenecks for
ambulances carrying bodies to the
cemetery.“The stretch leading to the
burial ground remains unpaved, dusty and
uneven, making it challenging for
ambulances and mourners to reach the
site, especially during funerals. We have
raised the issue with civic authorities

multiple times, but no permanent solution
has been provided so far,” said Fr Thomas
Blessin.The land for the burial ground
was allotted by HSVP in 2016 after Delhi
Catholic Archdiocese requested a
separate burial facility for Catholic
Christians in the city in 2012. Although
possession of the land was handed over to
the church in June 2016, the site remained
inaccessible for years due to
encroachments and resistance from

locals, which also delayed construction of
a boundary wall.In Nov 2023, the church
approached Punjab and Haryana high
court seeking directions for removal of
encroachments and possession of the
allocated land. HSVP subsequently
carried out an eviction drive in 2024 and
cleared the site before handing it over for
the establishment of the burial ground.

Church representatives said that while the

land has now been secured and the burial

road

ground is operational, the absence of
basic infrastructure.
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DSGMC to organise 5th Gurmat Camp for student

during the summer vacations at grand scale
25,000 Students expected to participate in camp this Year: Kalka, Kahlon, Karamsar

The Sikh Times

New Delhi, May 26: As
part of a campaign started
five years ago, the Delhi
Sikh Gurdwara
Management Committee
(DSGMC) has finalized
extensive arrangements
for holding its fifth
Gurmat Camp for students
during summer holidays
in schools. Giving this
information at a press con-
ference  here today,
DSGMC President
Harmeet Singh Kalka,
General Secretary Jagdip

Singh Kahlon, and
Chairman of the Dharam
Prachar Committee

Jaspreet Singh Karamsar
said that more than 25,000
students are expected to
participate in this year’s
Gurmat Camp. The camps
will begin on June 1, and
the concluding programs
will be held on June 20 and
21 at Bhai Lakhi Shah
Vanjara Hall in the
Gurdwara Rakab Ganj

Sahib complex. They said
that campaign to organise
such Gurmat Camps was
started for the first time in
2022 when 4,000 children
participated. In 2023, par-
ticipation rose to 9,000; in
2024, it reached 12,000;
and in 2025, around 20,000
students attended camps
organized across different
regions. This year, in 2026,
the number is expected to
rise to 25,000. They stated
that during the time of the
Sikh Gurus, Devanagari,
Arabic, and Persian lan-
guages were commonly
used, but the Guru Sahib
introduced the 35-letter
Gurmukhi script and com-
posed Gurbani in it. They
said the purpose of these
camps is to teach students
the Sikh way of life,
Gurmukhi language, their
rich heritage, history, and
how to live according to
Gurmat principles. They
further said that this year,
1,000 volunteers have reg-

istered themselves to pro-
vide services for the

around 125 camps are
expected to be held.

s

their children, and the
committee  encouraged

E e amhrar yriud et
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DELHI S!KH GURDWARA MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

camps. Apart from the
national capital, requests
have also been received
from Rajasthan, Uttar
Pradesh, Uttarakhand,
Bihar, and Arunachal
Pradesh, where camps will
also be organized. In total,

DC conducts inspection, interacts with

orchardists at Kanuyian, Man

ar

New Delhi: Deputy Commissioner Poonch Ashok Kumar Sharma today inspected the
Ultra High-Density Orchards in Kanuyian and Mangnar villages established by local farmers
by availing Holistic Agriculture Development Programme (HADP) support system. Assistant
Commissioner Revenue Muhammad Sayeed also accompanied the Deputy Commissioner

during the inspection.

Chief Horticulture Officer Uttam Lal briefed the Deputy

Commissioner about the development of the orchards and informed that Ultra High-Density
Plantation is greatly benefiting farmers by increasing productivity, improving fruit quality and
generating better income opportunities. During the inspection, the farmers shared their expe-
riences and informed the Deputy Commissioner that they have immensely benefited from the
government-sponsored scheme. The Deputy Commissioner appreciated the dedication and

efforts of the farmers in
adopting modern horticul-
ture practices and making
the scheme successful at the
grassroots level.

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE is hereby given to public at
large on behalf of my client Mrs.
Asha Adlakha in respect of Unit
No. 301, Second floor, Front Side
Without roof rights, Super area
measuring 71.6 sq. yds., or 60 sq.
mtrs., out of Total 100 Sq. yards,
built on Property bearing no. RZ-D-
1/52, Out of Khasra no. 80, Gali No.
5, Situated in the Revenue estate of
Village Nasirpur, Delhi State Delhi,
Colony known as Mahavir Enclave,
New Delhi, for lost property docu-
ment i.e Sale Deed dated
03.07.2010 executed by Mrs.
Sushma Gupta in favor of Mrs.
Asha Adlakha (60% Share) & Mrs.
Sarla Devi (40% Share) in respect
of Freehold Built-up Ground floor,
with roof rights, Property bearing
no. RZ-D-1/52, area measuring 120
sq. yds., i.e. 100 sq. mtrs., Out of
Khasra no. 80, as vide Doc. No.
8410. The document was mis-
placed on or around 11.07.2025.
Online complaint has been lodged
on 26.05.2026 vide application no.
LR No: 329468/2026 with Delhi
Police. Piramal Finance Ltd is pro-
viding financial assistance in
respect of the above mentioned
property . Asha Adlakha is claiming
to have undisputed ownership of
this property. If , Any
person(s)/Institution(s) found/finds
the same may please send us to
the address mentioned herein.
Anyone misusing the same shall be
liable for action under relevant pro-
visions of the Law of the Land.
Khaitan & Khaitan
Plot No. 100 ,1st floor
Okhla Phase Ill, New Delhi
Ph. No: 011-49774545

NAME CHANGE

I, PATIL VIMAL RAMESH mother of
JC-707119Y Rank-SUB, Name-
PATIL SANDEEP RAMESH R/o VILL-
VADAGAON (BK), PO-BHADGAON,
TEH-BHADGAON, DIST-JALGAON,
MAHARASHTRA-424105, have
changed my name from PATIL VIMAL
RAMESH to VIMAL RAMESH PATIL
for all future purposes vide Affidavit
dated 26/05/2026 before Notary
Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, RAMESH father of JC-707119Y

Rank-SUB, Name- PATIL
SANDEEP RAMESH R/o VILL-
VADAGAON (BK), PO-

BHADGAON, TEH-BHADGAON,
DIST-JALGAON, MAHARASH-
TRA-424105, have changed my
name RAMESH to RAMESH
BHIKA PATIL for all future purpos-
es vide Affidavit Dated 26/05/2025
before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE

I, KARTHIK NAGARAJAN S/O
NERKUNAM NAGARAJAN R/O
B1-706,SUMMER PALMS,FORME-
LY UPPAL JADE,SECTOR-86,
KHERI KALAN (113),FARIDABAD,
HARYANA 121007, CHANGED MY
NAME TO KARTIK NAGARAJAN.

NAME CHANGE
I, PADMAVATHI RAMACHAN-
DRAN W/O KARTIK NAGARAJAN
R/O B1-706,SUMMER PALMS,
FORMELY UPPAL JADE,SEC-
TOR-86, KHERI KALAN
(113),FARIDABAD, HARYANA
121007, CHANGED MY NAME TO
RAMACHANDRAN PADMAVATHI.

NAME CHANGE

I, SUGANYA wife of No-14843234P,
Rank-HAV/DVRSPLVEH, Name- J
PANCHAMOORTHI residing at
VILL-KANDAMANALLUR, PO-
KALLAPPULIYUR, TEHSIL-GIN-
GEE, DIST-VILLUPPURAM, TAMIL
NADU-604208, have changed my
name from SUGANYA to SUGANYA
P for all future purposes vide
Affidavit dated 25/05/2026 before
Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that |
SHYAM LAL S/o DURGA DAS R/o
H No.-A93, Gali No. - 3, Rama
Gardan , Karawal Nagar , Dist :
North East , Delhi — 110094 declare
that the name of my wife has been
wrongly written as KALA DEVI in my
Service Record . The actual hame
of my wife is KELA DEVI Which
may be amended accordingly

NAME CHANGE

It is for general information that |
DINESH CHANDRA S/o MATHU-
RADATT R/o KH No. - 17/1/G -21
, Block — A, Kamal Vihar Kammal
Pur , Burari , PO : Burari , Dist :
North Delhi , Delhi - 110084
declare that the name of mine has
been wrongly written as DINESH
CHANDRA UPADHYAY in my
minor son namely TANUJ UPAD-
HYAY aged 16 years in his 10th
Class Educational Documents .
The actual name of mine is
DINESH CHANDRA which may be
amended accordingly.

NAME CHANGE

It is for general information that |
SONU KUMAR S/o SURESH RAM
R/o House No. S - 35/B - 441, Gola
Kuan , Tekhand , Okhla Industrial
Area Phase - | , PO : Okhla
Industrial Estate , Dist : South Delhi
, Delhi - 110020 declare that name
of my wife has been wrongly written
as ANITA DEVI in my minor daugh-
ter's namely SOMYA KUMARI
aged 5 years in her Birth Certificate
No. MCDOLIR - 0121 - 174296.
The actual name of my wife is
SUNITA KUMARI , which may be
amended accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
1, Ashok Kumar Koundal S/O Pritam
Chand R/O 20, Gali No-11 B, Near
C-2, Phase -3, Ashok Vihar Gurgaon
Haryana 122001 |, Have Changed
My Name To Ashok Kumar

NAME CHANGE
I, KRISHAN S/o Phool Singh R/o
MCF-3956, Sanjay Colony, 23
Faridabad, Sector-22, Haryana-
121005, have changed my name to
KRISHAN PANCHAL permanently

NAME CHANGE
I, PRASHANT KUMAR MUNJAL
S/o Late.Rajesh Kumar Munjal R/o
A-44, Flat No.1, Vasant Kunj
Enclave, Vasant Kunj, Delhi-
110070, have changed my name to
PRASHANT MUNJAL permanently

PUBLIC NOTICE

General public is hereby informed
that Mr. Sunny owner of Property
No. C-508, area measuring 40 Sq.
Yds., out of Khasra No. 357,
Situated at Village Ghonda Gujran
Khadar in the abadi of Gali No. 25
C- Block Bhajanpura lllaga
Shahdara Delhi vide Original Regd.
Will dated 26.08.2021 executed by
Mrs. Kiran Sharma, as Doc. no.332
and previous Relinquishment Deed
dated 23.09.2016 executed by Mr.
Devender Sharma, Mr. Narender|
Sharma, Mr. Sunny, Mr. Kapil
Sharma, Mrs. Babita Sharma, and
Mr. Manish Sharma in favour of Mrs.
Kiran Sharma as Doc. no. SRO-IV,
as Doc.No.1685, BookNo.1, on
PagesNo0.193-1980n07.10.2016
and same property to be sold to
Mr. Manoj Kumar. And now said
property is being financed by Bajaj
Housing Finance Ltd., Branch
Ghaziabad if anybody has any
chargettitle/third party interest in the
said property of any kind of dispute,
kindly inform the undersigned in
written with proof within 7 days of
this publication on the below men-
tioned address, failing which | am
aware that in case any default with
the mortgage property, that all bor-
rowers/owners are responsible for
the same.
[ASHWANI KUMAR] Advocate
Chamber No. 122,
Tehsil Compound,
Ghaziabad, U.P.
kumar2021ashwani@gmail.com

NAME CHANGE
I, Anjali, W/O the Mrinal Dabas
R/O CP 23 MAURYA ENCLAVE
PITAMPURA NEW DELHI 110088,
have changed my name ANJALI to
ANJALI CHAUDHARY for all
future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
| SHAMIM AHMED S/O SHEKH
NASIBULLAH R/O F-423, 13 JAIT-
PUR EXTN PART-2, BADARPUR,
DELHI-110044. HAVE CHANGED
MY NAME TO SHAMEEM AHMAD.

NAME CHANGE
| SHEIKH NASIBULLAH S/O
ABDUL KABIR R/O F-423, 13
JAITPUR  EXTN  PART-2,
BADARPUR,  DELHI-110044.
HAVE CHANGED MY NAME TO
SHEKH NASIBULLAH.

NAME CHANGE
| Surendra Pal Singh S/0 Rajpal
Singh R/0 VPO Sarurpur Khurd
Meerut U.P.250344 Changed my
Name to Surendra Singh Jat

NAME CHANGE

I, SUNITA, is legally mother of
Army No. 2810454P, Rank — Sep,
Name — TONDE KIRANKUMAR
BABASAHEB, presently residing at
Vill — Sonimoha, Post — Chondi,
Teh — Dharur, Dist — Beed, State —
Maharashtra, Pin — 431124, have
changed my name from SUNITA to
TONDE SUNITA BABASAHEB for
all future purposes. Vide affidavit
dated 22/05/2026 before Public
Notary Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
1, Jitendra Kumar S/o Umashankar
Gupta R/o H.No.5, Gali No.2,
Lakhpat Colony, Part-2, Mithapur
Extn., Molar Band, Badarpur,
Delhi-110044 have changed my
name to Jitendra Gupta.

LOST AND FOUND

I, RAKHA KHANDELWAL W/O
SURESH KHANDELWAL, residing
at 61, GALI RAJA KEDAR NATH,
CHAWRI BAZAR, DELHI-110006
declare that | have missing/lost my
ORIGINAL SALE DEED OF MY
PROPERTY DOCUMENTS
PROPERTY REGISTRATION NO
2195 BOOK NO-1, VOLUME NO-
16845, DATED 03/04/2017 some-
where and the same is not trace-
able founder will be given hand-
some reward the property is free
from all sort of encumbrances and
| will be fully responsible if proved
otherwise. Contact at:-Mob No-
9310553382.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice is hereby given to the
General Public that Shri Rupesh
Vishwakarma S/o Shri Kedar
Vishwakarma, is the owner of Plot
area measuring 50 Sq. Yards,
Khewat No. 420 Min, Khata No.
570 Min, Mu & Kila No. 86//17/1 (8-
0), 18 (7-12), Village Nahari, Tehsil
& District Sonipat, Haryana. vide
Sale deed dated 02.02.2017, Vide
Doc No. 9222, executed by Smt.
Laxmi W/o Shri Ram Rahish and in
the property chain of Sale Deed
dated 23.04.2015, is lost, executed
by Shri Ramkishan S/o Shri Badle
in favour of Smt. Laxmi W/o Shri
Ram Rahish, Vide Doc No. 748,
has been lost and already online
FIR lodged vide LR No:
323239/2026 on dt. 24.05.2026
and said property to be sold to Shri
Prakash Kumar S/o Shri Kashi
Nath, and same to be finance by
Shubham Housing Development
Finance Company Ltd., General
public hereby informed that if any-
body has any charge/interest/title
in the said property or any kind of|
dispute kindly inform the under-
signed in writing on the below men-
tioned address within 07 days of
the present.
Rahul Raj, Advocate,
SG Associates (Law Firm)
B-01, Plot No. 20, Kaushambi,
Ghaziabad-201010.
E-MAIL:sgassociatespl@gmail.com.
Ph: 0120-4968888, 8130309204.

Requests have also come
from Punjab for organiz-
ing such camps. They said
that, as every year, the syl-
labus has been updated,
and this time the history
of wars has been included
in the curriculum. They
added that Sehajdhari fam-
ilies had also asked
whether they could send

NAME CHANGE
I, hitherto known as Gunnjas
Duggal D/O: Gurvinder Singh
Duggal, R/O A-85, Narang Colony,
Janakpuri A-3, West Delhi, Delhi,
110058, have changed my name
and shall hereafter be known as
GUNNJAS KAUR DUGGAL.

NAME CHANGE
|, Manasvi D/O Naresh Kumar R/O
D-6/82 L.I.G. Flats, Sector-6
Rohini, North West Delhi, Delhi
110085 |, Have Changed My
Name To Manasvi Kumar

NAME CHANGE
| yashpal yadav son of rampal resi-
dent of house no 141 gali no 2 near
peer baba kadipur, basai, farukhna-
gar, gurgaon, haryana have
changed my father name to rampal
yadav for all future purposes

NAME CHANGE
I, Harish Chander S/O Jagdish Lal
R/O 68, First Floor, Sainik Vihar,
Rani Bagh, Pitampura, North West
Delhi, Delhi 110034 I, Have
Changed My Name To Harish
Chander Takkar

NAME CHANGE
| PUSHPA GARG W/O NEERAJ
GUPTA R/O H.N.701/20, WARD
.20 ,HUKAM CHAND MANDI |,
GOHANA-131301 ,DISTT SONIPAT
,Haryana. Have Changed My Name
To PUSHPA GUPTA Permanently

Public Notice

It is for general information that I,
Venkata Subrahamanayam Vallurie
S/o V Babji Rao, R/o 212 B, Pocket
B, Mayur Vihar Phase I,
Patparganj, PO: Patparganj Dist:
East Delhi, Delhi - 110091 declare
that name of mine and my father
have been wrongly written as
Venkata Subrahmanyam Valluri
and Babji Rao Valluri in my
Passport no. Z 4958789. and name
of my father has been wrongly writ-
ten as Rao Babji Vallurie in my Pan
no. ADGPV5941C. The actual
name of mine and my father are
Venkata Subrahamanayam Vallurie
and V Babji Rao
NAME CHANGE

I KISHAN KAL S/0 Ganesh R/O T -
Hots E - 52/137 Aradhak Nagar
Near Seema puri Border Dilshad
Garden Shahdara Delhi 110095
Changed my name to KISHAN LAL

ENGINEERING WORKS
IN LUMDING DIVISION

Tender Notice No.: LMG/Engg/38
of 2026; Dated: 22-05-2026; E-
Tender are invited by the
undersigned for the following work;
SN.:1; Brief Description of Item
: Narangi-Kampur-Rebuilding of
Minor Bridges (Br. No. 33, 34, 36,
80 & 86) RCC box of span
(1x2x2.0m) under the jurisdiction
of ADEN/Jagiroad. Tender Value:
%16,32,83,861.14/-; Earnest
Money: %32,65,700/-; Date & time
of closing of tender at 15:00
hrs. on 25-06-2026 and opening
at 15:00 hrs. on 26-06-2026.
Complete information alongwith the
tender document of above e-tender
will be available up to 15:00 hrs.
on 25-06-2026 in the website
www.ireps.gov.in

DRM(W)/Lumding

© NORTHEAST FRONTIER RAILWAY

Serving Customers With A Smile

CONSTRUCTION OF OVER
HEAD TANK AT PIT LINE/

SICK LINE AT ALIPURDUAR

E-Tender Notice No.: 12/W-2/
APDJ, Dated: 23-05-2026; E-
Tender are invited by the
undersigned for the following
works; Tender No.: 04-AP-lI-
2026; Name of Work: At
Alipurduar Jn.-Construction of
Over Head tank at Pit-Line/Sick
Line at Alipurduar Jn. of capacity
2.3 lacs litres with connection
pipe lines in replacement of steel
overhead tanks and stagings
under the jurisdiction ADEN/HQ/
Alipurduar Jn. Tender Value:

%2,25,86,465.45/-; Earnest
Money : 34,51,700/-; Date & time
of closing of tender at 15:00

hrs. and opening at 15:30 hrs.
on 15-06-2026. Complete
information alongwith the tender
document of above e-tender will
be available in the website
www.ireps.gov.in

DRM(W), Alipurduar Jn.

them to do so. They stated
that students attending
the camps are awarded
certificates and trophies.
They disclosed that a child
who had memorized 14
Banis was awarded Rs.
51,000 in cash by the com-
mittee. They said that that

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that |,
Anchal D/o Gautam Rishi R/o H.No
A-18, Gali No-1, Budh Vihar,
Mandoli, Nand Nagari, North East
Delhi, Delhi-110093 declare that
name of my father has been
wrongly written as Gautam in my
Graduation Certificate. The actual
name of my father is Gautam Rishi.

NAME CHANGE
I, NAVEEN KUMAR S/O OM
PRAKASH BHALLA R/O WZ-31
BASAI DARA PUR RAMESH
NAGAR WEST DELHI 110015,
CHANGED MY NAME TO
NAVEEN BHALLA.

NAME CHANGE
| hitherto Known as RITIK S/o
SANJAY R/o G 16A , Rajiv Nagar
Exten , Begumpur , North West
Delhi , Delhi - 110086 have
changed my name and shall here-
after be known as RITIK KUMAR .

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that I,
AJAY KUMAR S/o BEGRAJ R/o
Near Old Bus Stand , House No. —
327 , Badli , North West Delhi ,
Delhi - 110042 declare that the
name of my Wife has been wrong-
ly written as Ms. SUMAN PAL in
my minor son namely HIRDAY PAL
aged 14 vyears in his School
Record. The actual name of my
wife is KM SUMAN PAL Which
may be amended accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
I, RAHUL DAS S/o PRABIR RAN-
JAN DAS Permanent R/o 172780 ,
Mission Road , Near Kashipur
Bazar , P.O Resham Bagan ,
Kashipur , West Tripura , - 799008
Presently Residing at First Floor C
- 68, Lajpat Nagar - |, New Delhi -
110024 have changed the name of
my minor daughter OISHI M DAS
aged 1 years and she shall here-
after be known as RUHISHA DAS .

NORTHEAST FRONTIER RAILWAY

NAME CHANGE

| MOHAN CHANDERA KABDAL
S/0 JOGDEV KABDAL R/O RZ -
600 C 1st FLOOR,BACK SIDE
FLAT NO 201 GALI NO -20,
TUGHALAKABAD EXTENSION
KALKAJI DELHI- 110019 have
changed my name to MOHAN
CHANDRA KABDAL Permanently
for all Future purpose

NAME CHANGE

I, MOHD AARIF SON OF SH HAZI
MOHD ISMAIL R/O H NO.V-159,
GALI NO-18, V-BLOCK, VIJAY
PARK, NORTH EAST, DELHI-
110053 HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME MOHD ARIF FOR ALL
FUTURE PURPOSE

Public Notice

It is for general information that |
Kajal sharma D/O HAR PARSAD
SHARMA, R/O HOUSE NO-587,
NEHRU ENCLAVE, ALl PUR,
North West Delhi, Delhi - 110036
declare that name of my father has
been wrongly written as Har|
Prasad in my 10th and 12th class
educational documents .The actual
name of my father is Har parshad
Sharma,respectively which may be
amended accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
| NAVEEN SHOKEEN S/O AJIT
SINGH R/O H.NO 808 RANGAR
PANNA DICHAON KALAN DELHI -
110043 have changed my name to
NAVEEN Permanently for all
Future purpose

NAME CHANGE

| SUDHIR KUMAR SHARMA S/O
VIDYA SAGAR SHARMA R/O B-
10/11 ISHWAR COLONY NANGLI
SAKARAWATI DELHI - 110043
have changed my name to SUD-
HIR SHARMA Permanently for all
Future purpose

NAME CHANGE
| Saksham S/o Sandeep R/o
House No 1797 Near Hero Honda
Chowk Sector 10 A Gurgaon
Haryana 122001 have changed my
name to Saksham Kumar.

NAME CHANGE
| Sanskriti Kumari D/o Sandeep
R/o House No 1797 Near Hero
Honda Chowk Sector 10 A
Gurgaon Haryana 122001 have
changed my name to Sanskriti.

NAME CHANGE

| PRIYANSHA KANSAL W/0
NAKKUL CHHABRA R/O B1/4 SEC-
OND FLOOR BLOCK B1 SUSHANT
LOK-3 SECTOR-57, WAZIRABAD
GURGAON HARYANA-122003, |
HAVE CHANGED MY NAME TO
PRIYANSHA CHHABRA  ALL
FUTURE PURPOSE

Serving Customers With A Smile

child has now memorized
21 Banis. They said their
primary objective is the
promotion and spread of
religion, and that they are
working extensively in
this direction. Their goal
is to connect students with
Sikh discipline and tradi-
tions, Gurbani, the
Gurmukhi language, and
the glorious history of the
Sikh community. They fur-
ther said that awareness
among parents regarding
these camps was increas-
ing day by day and now
both parents and students
eagerly wait for the camp
dates. They added that
they are committed to
expanding this initiative
not only across the nation-
al capital and Indian
states, but also interna-
tionally. They appealed to
parents to take maximum
advantage of such initia-
tives.

NAME CHANGE

I, Preeti Khan D/o Jai Shankar
Tripathi W/o Jafaruddin R/o Flat
No-202, 2nd Floor, Roop
Apartment, Neb Sarai South Delhi,
Delhi-110068 have corrected/
updated my mother's name from
Usha Tripathi to Usha Rani Tripathi
for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE

| hitherto known as HAJI NISAR
AHMAD S/O MOHD. ISHAAQ R/O
House No-67/1-E, Prem Gali, Near
Transfarmer, Babarpur, North East
Delhi, Delhi-110032 have changed
my name and shall hereafter be
known as NISAR AHMED.

NAME CHANGE

| hitherto known as ASHOK KUMAR
alias ASHOK KUMAR GARG S/O
JAGAN NATH R/O H.No-37, T/F
West Avenue Road, West Punjabi
Bagh, Delhi-110026 have changed
my name and shall hereafter be
known as ASHOK GARG.

NAME CHANGE

I, No 14831410P, Rank-HAV/DVR-
SPLVEH, Name-DESAI AMAR
BAPU RAO residing at VPO-
KOOR, TEHSIL-BHUDARGAD,
DIST-KOLHAPUR, MAHARASH-
TRA-416209, have changed my
name from DESAI AMAR BAPU
RAO to DESAI AMAR BAPURAO
for all future purposes vide Affidavit
Dated 25/05/2026 before Notary
Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE

I, J PAVUNU mother of No-
14843234P, Rank-HAV/DVR-
SPLVEH, Name- J PAN-
CHAMOORTHI residing at VILL-
KANDAMANALLUR, PO-KALLAP-
PULIYUR, TEHSIL-GINGEE,
DIST-VILLUPPURAM, TAMIL
NADU-604208, have changed my
name from J PAVUNU to J PAVU-
NAMMAL for all future purposes
vide Affidavit dated 25/05/2026
before Notary Public, Delhi.

NORTHERN RAILWAY

OPEN E-TENDER NOTICE

‘In-laws demanded Toyota

S Fortuner, Rs 50 lakh’: Woman

‘jumps to death’ over dowry

harassment in Greater Noida

Noida: A 24-year-old woman died allegedly after
jumping from the terrace of her three-storey matrimoni-
al house in Uttar Pradesh's Gautam Buddh Nagar dis-
trict following harassment by her in-laws over dowry,
police said on Monday. Deputy Commissioner of Police
Shailendra Kumar Singh said a complaint was received
at Ecotech-3 police station regarding the death of
Deepika, who got married around one-and-a-half years
ago to Hrithik, a resident of Jalpura village. Deepika
died after jumping from the terrace on Sunday night,
allegedly driven to despair due to dowry harassment,
the officer said. Based on a written complaint filed by

o

the deceased woman's father, a case has been regis-
tered. Police said the woman's husband Hrithik and
father-in-law Manoj have been arrested and further legal
proceedings are under way. In his complaint to police,
Deepika's father Sanjeev Nagar alleged that he received
a phone call from his daughter on Sunday afternoon dur-
ing which she was crying and told him that her in-laws
were assaulting her over dowry demands. He alleged
that the in-laws were demanding a Toyota Fortuner SUV
and an additional Rs 50 lakh in cash as dowry. Nagar
claimed that around 7 pm, he, along with some associ-
ates, went to his daughter's house - a three-storey inde-
pendent house - where discussions were held with the
in-laws in an attempt to amicably resolve the issue. He
alleged that around 12.30 am, he received a call from her
in-laws informing him that his daughter had fallen from
the roof of the house and sustained injuries and asking
the family to reach Sharda Hospital. "When I reached
the hospital, I found my daughter lying dead," Nagar
alleged. In his complaint, Sanjeev Nagar named seven
people who were allegedly present at the house at the
time of the incident, including Deepika's husband
Hrithik and father-in-law Manoj, both of whom were

NAME CHANGE

l, GIRRAJ S/O RAJENDER R/O
HOUSE NO-156, TOTA MOHALLA,
NEAR BABA MOHAN RAM
MANDIR, SECTOR-57, PHASE-2,
TIGRA, GURGAON, HARYANA-
122001, HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO GIRRAJ TANWAR S/O
RAJENDER TANWAR FOR ALL
FUTURE PURPOSES

NAME CHANGE

I, YAMINI ANANDA MAHAJAN wife
of No.-17046845W, Rank-
CFN/ATOELEBV, Name-MAHAJAN
PAVAN MADHUKAR residing at VILL
& PO-NAGARDEOLA, TEHSIL-
PACHORA, DIST-JALGAON,
MAHARASHTRA-424104,  have
changed my name from YAMINI
ANANDA MAHAJAN to MAHAJAN
YAMINI PAVAN for all future purpos-
es vide Affidavit dated 25/05/2026
before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE

I, BAPU RAO father of No
14831410P, Rank-HAV/DVR-
SPLVEH, Name-DESAI AMAR
BAPURAO residing at VPO-KOOR,
TEHSIL-BHUDARGAD, DIST-KOL-
HAPUR, MAHARASHTRA-416209,
have changed my name from BAPU
RAO to BAPURAO DADOBA
DESAI for all future purposes vide
Affidavit Dated 25/05/2026 before
Notary Public, Delhi.

the following work.

The Sr. Divisional Engineer-lll, Northern Railway, Delhi Division invites E-Tender for

1.| Name
of Work

CTR(S)-3.52 TKM in DKZ Yard and CTR(S)- 6.4TKMin PTNR
Yard and SSB Yard under ADEN/DLI.

2.| of work

Approx. Cost| Rs. 5,25,22,101.09/- (Rupees Five Crore Twenty Five Lakh
Twenty Two Thousand One Hundred One and Nine Paise Only)

3.| Earnest Money

to be Deposite |Hundred Only)

Rs 10,50,500.00/- (Rupees Ten Lakh Fifty Thousand Five

4.| Cost of tender document

Rs. 0.00/-

5.| Date & Time of submission of
tender bid and opening of tender.

17.06.2026 @ 15:00 Hrs.

6.| Website particulars where complete
’| details of tender documents can be seen
« The tenderer/s must be registered on the Indian Railway E-Procurement
system (IREPS) site i.e. www.ireps.gov.in for participating in the e-tender
system. ¢ For all terms and conditions please refer tender document. « No
manual offers are acceptable. « Cost of tender document and [
Earnest money will be acceptable through net banking or payment =i
gateway only. No. 128-W/280/e Tender Notice/NIT/23/2026-27/W-3 &
1759/26

www.ireps.gov.in

Dated:-25.05.2026
SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

E-AUCTION SCHEDULE FOR THE
MONTH OF JUNE-2026

The E-Auction schedule for sale of scrap Lot through e-auction under

the jurisdiction of Rangiya Division depot for the month of June/2026
has been fixed as per following details:-

SN | Month/year | Auction Schedule No | Auction Start Date/Time
1 NFRRNY30N202607 11-06-2026/11:00:00
— June/2026
2 NFRRNY30N202608 25-06-2026/11:00:00

Interested bidders are advised to bid through IREPS website

www.ireps.gov.in. for registration, training, participation in e-auction.
Dy. Chief Material Manager/Pandu

NORTHEAST FRONTIER RAILWAY

Serving Customers With A Smile

NORTHERN RAILWAY

Special Limited Tender Notice
The Chief Rolling Stock Engineer/Coaching, Northern Railway, Baroda House for and
on behalf of President of India invites sealed tender on "Single Packet System" for
following work from empanelled tenders.

1 [Name of|Better On-Board Services (OBHS and linen Distribution) in identified
work trains of NR through Empaneled firms for the period of Two Years (730 days)

2 |WorkPlace Northern Railway (DLI Division & JAT Division)

3 |Period of work Two Years (730 days)

4 |Approximate cost of work Rs. 41,72,53,504.50/- (with GST)

5 |Earnestmoney (onLine) Rs. 22,36,270/- (in favour of FA&CAO,

Northern Railway, New Delhi.)

6 |Costofthetenderform Nil

7 |Availability of tender documents| Website www.ireps.gov.in

8 |Date and time of availability of |From 26.05.2026 to 09.06.2026, 15.00 Hrs.
tender documents

9 [Date andtime of tender closing |09.06.2026, 15.00 Hrs.

10 | Date and time of
tender opening

09.06.2026, 15.30 Hrs. onwards If the date of opening
happens to be a holiday or otherwise the tender shall be
opened on the next working day.

11 | Place for opening Northern Railway Headquarter Office, Baroda House, New
oftender Delhi.

No: NR-HQOMECH(CHG)/10/2026-0O/0 SSE/Chg/1/HQ/NR Date:
25.05.2026 1770/2026

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

arrested
morning.

on Monday

NAME CHANGE
| MOHD SHARQ S/0 Islam Akhtar|
R/0 37 Mohalla Moolchand
Ganjdundwara Ptiyali Kasganj
UP.207242 Changed my name to
MOHD SHARIQ

NAME CHANGE

I, hitherto known as JITENDER
KUMAR, S/O SARJEET R/O
HOUSE NO-49, PABI SADATPUR,
LONI DEHAT, GHAZIABAD, UTTAR
PRADESH-201102, have changed
my name and shall hereafter be
known as BITTU. It is certified that |
have complied with other legal
requirements in this connection.

NAME CHANGE
| BASANTI DEVI KABDAL W/O
MOHAN CHANDRA KABDAL R/O
RZ -600 C 1st FLOOR,BACK SIDE
FLAT NO 201 GALI NO -20,
TUGHALAKABAD EXTENSION
KALKAJI DELHI- 110019 have
changed my name to BASANTI
Permanently for all Future purpose

NAME CHANGE

| RAHUL S/0 KRISHAN KUMAR
R/O WARD NO 02, BAMANWAS
POST OFFICE DEOLAWAS,
JHUNJHUNU, RAJASTHAN
333515, | HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO RAHUL SINGH ALL
FUTURE PURPOSE

NAME CHANGE
| Nityanand Radheshyam Gopalika
s/o Radheshyam Gopalika, resi-
dent of C-151, DDA FLATS,
Dwarka Sector -26, Dwarka, New
Delhi - 110077, changed my name
to Nityanand Gopalika

NAME CHANGE

I, Nityanand Gopalika, s/o
Radheshyam Gopalika, resident of
C-151, DDA FLATS, Dwarka
Sector - 26, Dwarka New Delhi -
110077, am father of minor child
Human Gopalika and his name has
been changed from Human
Gopalika to Hunar Gopalika

NAME CHANGE
| Kejriwal VarshaKumari
AshokKumar, w/o  Nityanand
Gopalika, resident of C-151, DDA
FLATS, Dwarka Sector -26, Dwarka,
New Delhi - 110077, changed my
name to Varsha Kejriwal

NAME CHANGE
| Varsha Gopalika, w/o Nityanand
Gopalika, resident of C-151, DDA
FLATS, Dwarka Sector -26, Dwarka,
New Delhi - 110077, changed my
name to Varsha Kejriwal

NAME CHANGE
I MAHENDER LOHIA R/O KH NO-
354,100 FUTA ROAD VILL - GHI-
TORNI  DELHI-110030 HAVE
CHANGE MY MINOR DAUGHTER
NAME VARSHIKA TO VARSHIKA
LOHIA FOR ALL PURPOSE

NAME CHANGE
I PURVI D/O MAHENDER
LOHIA R/O KH NO0-354,100
FUTA ROAD VILL - GHITORNI
DELHI-110030 HAVE CHANGE
MY NAME TO PURVI LOHIA
FOR ALL PURPOSE

NAME CHANGE
I, TARANNUM PARAWEEN W/o
Abdul Allam R/o J-3/160 —A, Third
Floor, J-Extn., Laxmi Nagar, Delhi-
110092, have changed my name to
TARANNUM PARVEEN permanently.

NAME CHANGE
I, URMILA KUMARI W/o Ashok
Kumar R/o H.NO.588, A-Block,
Gopal Nagar, Najafgarh, Delhi-
110043, have changed my name to
URMILA DEVI permanently.

NAME CHANGE
I, RISHI BANSAL R/o Near Satti
Sarover Mandir, Hodal, Palwal,
Haryana, have changed my minor|
son’s name from NITYA to NITYA
BANSAL permanently.

NAME CHANGE
I, SAAJID S/O Mohammad Afroj
R/o Balmiki Wali Gali, Deedamai
Road, Ramgarh Road, Firozabad,
Uttar  Pradesh-283203, have
changed my name to MUHAMMAD
SAJID KHAN permanently.
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NEWS BOX

"Good Deal Or No Deal": Top
US Diplomat On Pact With
Iran After US Strikes

DHAKA. (Agency)

US Secretary of State Marco Rubio said on Tuesday
that a deal with Iran was still possible despite new
American strikes that cast doubt on their fragile
ceasefire."There were some talks going on in Qatar
today, so we'll see if we can make progress. I think it's
alot of talking back and forth going on about specific
language in the initial document, so it'll take a few
days," Rubio told reporters in Jaipur during a visit to
India. "The president's expressed his desire to make it.
He's either going to make a good deal or no deal," he
said.The strikes came as top Iranian negotiators
arrived in Doha for the latest round of talks to end the
months-long conflict, which had prompted Iran to
blockade the Strait of Hormuz, a crucial artery for
global energy exports.Rubio told reporters that "the
straits have to be open".

“They're going to be open one way or the other, so they
need to be open. What's happening there is unlawful,
it's illegal, it's unsustainable for the world, it's
unacceptable.”

Quad Foreign Ministers Meet
In Delhi To Revive Group
After Trump Tension

world.(Agency)

Foreign ministers from the US, Japan, India and
Australia are meeting in New Delhi as the Quad
grouping seeks to revive momentum after a high-
profile clash between President Donald Trump and
Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

The four nations are expected to focus on maritime
security, supply chains, critical technologies and
Indo-Pacific coordination, according to the Japanese
Foreign Ministry. The ministers "will exchange
views on advancing Quad cooperation" and discuss
recent developments in the Indo-Pacific, India's
Ministry of External Affairs said ahead of Tuesday's
meeting.The Quad, formed to counter China's
growing influence in the Asia-Pacific region, has
been beset by tension after Trump last year raised
tariffs on Indian goods to 50% due to purchases of
Russian oil, which was subsequently lowered after
talks.Secretary of State Marco Rubio has been
visiting India over the past few days in a bid to bolster
the relationship, which has suffered after Trump
claimed to have brokered a ceasefire between India
and Pakistan last year - an assertion PM Modi
rejected.The Quad grouping's leaders have not met
since 2024, raising fears that it has lost some of its
earlier traction. The meeting also follows talks last
week between Trump and Chinese President Xi
Jinping to stabilise ties, even as Beijing continues to
pressure Taiwan and assert its territorial claims
throughout the region.”It is important for the US to
sustain and maintain regional mechanisms and
institutions to ensure that further strategic drift in the
region is avoided," said Meera Shankar, India's
former ambassador to the US.

The grouping gained prominence during Trump's first
term as part of a tougher US stance on China, though
his preference for bilateral deal-making raised
questions about Washington's commitment to allies
and defense partners in Asia. The meeting takes place
as the US and Iran are inching close to a deal to
extend ceasefire and reopen the Strait of Hormuz, a
crucial waterway that is key to energy supplies to
mostAsian countries, particularly India.

Woman Sent To Portugal's
Toughest Prison After
Children Abandoned In
Woods

World.(Agency)

A French mother has been sent to Portugal's most
notorious women's prison after she and her partner
allegedly abandoned two young children in the

woods, according to The Metro. Marine Rousseau,
aged 41, and stepfather Marc Ballabriga, 55, are
accused of leaving Barthelemy, five, and Zacharie,
three, near Alcacer do Sal in Portugal. Rousseau, who
works as a sexologist, was taken to Tires Prison in
Lisbon for pretrial detention on Saturday.

According to news reports, the couple blindfolded the
children and told them to find a buried knife hidden in
the ground. They claimed it was a game to find a
hidden toy. When five-year-old Barthelemy dug up
the knife and removed the blindfolds, their parents
had disappeared.Also Read | Parents Arrested After
Children Found Abandoned In Portugal, 1,300 Miles
From HomeThe frightened boys were left with only a
change of clothes, two bottles of water, biscuits, a
pear and an orange. They were found wandering rural
roads at 7pm on Tuesday by a local couple, Eugenia
and Artur Quintas, who described the children as
terrified and screaming.At Tires Prison in Lisbon,
Rousseau is in solitary confinement and cannot speak
to other inmates. The prison, which often features in
crime documentaries, holds around 450 inmates and
houses serious offenders including murderers and
child abusers. The facility does have a nursery for
pregnant prisoners, a school, and craftareas.

Ballabriga has been sent to Setubal Prison. He is a
former French police officer and also faces charges of
aggravated assault.
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the world’s ‘living room’? China is enjoying the

olobal stage, but there are limits to its influence

World.(Agency)

In recent weeks, the back-to-back state visits
to Beijing by Russian President Vladimir
Putin and US President Donald Trump
have put China in the global spotlight.

For some international analysts, the summits

showcased China as a “stabilising force
capable of hosting two major rivals within
days”, a “broker between the big powers”
and a “pillar of global stability”.To others,
the visits highlighted how China is
becoming an “indispensable global power”
and President Xi Jinping a “world leader to
be reckoned with and courted”.Chinese
analysts, meanwhile, noted that over the
past six months, numerous other world
leaders have visited Beijing, including
those from France, Britain, Canada, South
Korea and Germany. Crucially, some
leaders returned after long gaps. It was the
first visit in eight years by a UK prime
minister, for example. And the first visit in
nine years for a Canadian, South Korean
and American leader.With all these visits
happening one after another, Chinese
media described the Chinese capital as an

international “living room” that provides
stability in a turbulent world. Another
headline read, “The world is entering
”Beijing time*.

Russian President Vladimir Putin, right, and

Chinese President Xi Jinping shake hands
during a welcome ceremony at the Great
Hall of the People, in Beijing, China, on
Wednesday, May 20, 2026. Russian
President Vladimir Putin, right, and
Chinese President Xi Jinping shake hands
during a welcome ceremony at the Great
Hall of the People, in Beijing, China, on
Wednesday, May 20, 2026. Photo | AP

Beyond the opticsWhile this has undeniably

been a big moment on the global stage for
Beijing, these interpretations miss three
important points.First, it is unclear whether
world leaders are visiting China because of
proactive Chinese diplomacy or as a way of
gaining leverage in dealings with the
Trump administration.For example, when
Canadian Prime Minister Mark Carney
visited Beijing in January, it was widely
interpreted as a response to Canada’s
structural dependence on the US and the

volatility of the second Trump
administration. Some media said he was
playing the "China card” to negotiate better
terms with the US.Second, Beijing sets a

high “entry price” for visits to its “living
room”. Occasionally, these summits have
been linked to major policy shifts by
visiting dignitaries. When Trump visited
Beijing, for instance, he backtracked on
earlier calls to block Chinese nationals
from buying farmland in the US and to
impose limits on the number of Chinese
students at US universities. Chinese media
highlighted the negative reactions these
concessions got from Trump’s MAGA base

and other Republicans in the US.Similarly,
Carney’s visit to China resulted in a trade
deal reducing tariffs on made-in-China
electric vehicles to 6.1% for the first 49,000
cars annually. In late 2024, Canada had
imposed a 100% tariff on Chinese EVs.
Months later, during the 2025 election,
Carney called China the biggest threat
“from a geopolitical sense”.Carney’s
concession on electric cars drew criticism
back home. Politicians warned it would
invite a “flood of cheap made-in-China
electric vehicles”, without guarantees of
investment in Canada’s economy.Finally,
these visits by foreign leaders have clearly
not changed China’s core foreign policy
positions. The appeals of European leaders
did not, for example, change Beijing’s
material support for Russia’s war in
Ukraine. Nor did they reduce China’s large
trade surplus with the European
Union.Similarly, Beijing did not agree to
assist the Trump administration on Iran,
despite Trump’s praise for Xi’s leadership
and his decision to pause a weapons sale to
Taiwan.

North Korea launches unidentified
projectile into Yellow sea: Seoul

SEOUL.(Agency)

North Korea launched an "unidentified
projectile" into the Yellow Sea off its
west coast on Tuesday, South Korea's
military said."The North has fired an
unidentified projectile into the
West Sea," Seoul's Joint Chiefs of
Staff said in a statement, referring
to the body of water between the
Korean peninsula and China.lt
followed another launch by the
North on April 19, in which it fired
multiple short-range missiles in
what state-media described as a
demonstration of cluster bomb
warheads.North Korean leader
Kim Jong Un has focused on
expanding his nuclear and missile
arsenals since nuclear diplomacy
with US President Donald Trump
collapsedin2019.

Trump has repeatedly expressed his
desire to resume talks with Kim, but

Pyongyang has so far ignored the
overtures and urged Washington to
drop demands for the North’s nuclear
disarmament as a precondition for
talks.Kim has taken an increasingly

o

e

hardline stance toward South Korea,
which he has declared his country’s
permanent and most hostile enemy
while diplomacy is stalled and tensions

rise over his nuclear ambitions.

The launch came hours after South
Korean President Lee Jae Myung
during a Cabinet meeting called for
stronger efforts to advance the
country’s military. He
emphasized artificial
intelligence and drone
capabilities and the potential
acquisition of a nuclear-
powered submarine, an issue
that has been part of his
diplomacy with Washington.

Lee did not specifically comment
on the threats posed by North
Korea, but stressed the
importance of South Korea
demonstrating the “resolve to
take responsibility for and

protect our own security ourselves,”

saying such a posture would also
strengthen the country’s alliance with
the United States.

Why 40 per cent of people are avoiding the
news, according to a psychologist

TEGUCIGALPA.(Agency)
During several recent conversations,
people have told me that they’ve
stopped checking their phones in the
morning. Not because nothing was
happening, but because everything
was. They described the feeling as
standing under a waterfall of
perpetual bad news.This experience
is far from an isolated one. According
to Reuters Institute’s 2025 Digital
News Report, 69 per cent of
Canadians at least occasionally avoid
the news now.Globally, 40 per cent
report they at least sometimes or often
do the same, the highest figure ever
recorded. People shared consistent
reasons for this: the news put them in a
bad mood, they felt overwhelmed and
powerless to act.As a researcher in
developmental psychology, focusing
on social development an
psychological well-being, I argue that
news fatigue is not laziness, weakness
or a generational decline in civic
interest. It’s the predictable response of
a human brain meeting an environment

it was never designed to navigate.
Wired for bad newsLong before

smartphones or even the printing press,

our cognitive architecture was shaped

by a single problem: stay alive long
enough to reproduce. Our ancestors
whose attention drifted past the rustle
in the grass left fewer descendants than
those who froze, looked and listened.
The brain that paid attention to threats
was the brain that survived.This is the
foundation of what psychologists call
the negativity bias, one of the most

replicated findings in cognitive science.

Across decades of research, the human
mind has been shown to weigh

negative information more heavily
than positive, attend to it faster and
remember it longer.

A predator nearby mattered more than a
beautiful sunset. The cost of missing a
real threat was death, while the cost of
overreacting was a few minutes of
wasted vigilance. The asymmetry
made this bias adaptive.

Here is the problem: the human brain has
not changed since then. We are the
same species as we were thousands of
years ago. What’s changed is the size
of the world it’s asked to scan for
threats.Scanning the whole world

For most of human history, the threats
our nervous system processed were
local. A neighbouring tribe. A drought.
The illness of a child we personally
knew. Information about distant places
would barely arrive, and if it did, it was
mainly irrelevant.In 2026, the same
neurological system is being asked to
absorb a war in one region, a financial
shock in another, a climate disaster in a
third and a violent crime in a fourth, all
before lunchtime.

Rubio says US ready to
mediate as Moscow steps
up Kyiv threats

ANGELES.(Agency)

US Secretary of State Marco Rubio said Tuesday
Washington remained ready to mediate in the war
between Russia and Ukraine, after Moscow
threatened new strikes on Kyiv.Russia's warning,
including a call for foreign diplomats to flee the
Ukrainian capital, marks a fresh escalation in the
more than four-year war, with Moscow vowing
"systematic" attacks on Kyiv, including on
"decision-making centres".Rubio's offer came after
Russia battered Ukraine over the weekend, including
firing its Oreshnik hypersonic missile, and following
a phone call with Russian Foreign Minister Sergei
Lavrov."Every time you see these big strikes from
one side or the other, it's a reminder of why this is a
terrible war that's now gone on longer than the
Second World War, and it needs to come to an end,"
Rubio told reporters during an official visit to India.

"The US stands ready and prepared to help do
whatever we can to help facilitate the end of this war,
and hopefully the opportunity will present itself at
some point," Rubio said. An overnight Russian strike
killed a 45-year-old man in Odesa, regional official
Sergii Krasylenko said on Telegram early Tuesday.

Russia's weekend barrage, involving dozens of drones
and missiles killed four people and caused
widespread damage across the Ukrainian capital.

Among the weapons Russia used was its Oreshnik
hypersonic missile, which can travel 10 times the
speed of sound and is capable of carrying nuclear
warheads, according to Moscow.The strikes
followed Russian accusations that Ukraine hit a
vocational school in the Russian-occupied Lugansk
region, killing 21 people.Russian President Vladimir
Putin ordered his military to retaliate."Under the
current circumstances, the Russian Armed Forces
are starting to launch systematic strikes against
Ukrainian military-industrial facilities in Kyiv,"
Russia's foreign ministry said in a statement."The
strikes will target both decision-making centres and
command posts ... We are warning foreign citizens,
including personnel of diplomatic missions and
international organisations, to leave the city as soon
aspossible," itadded.

Lavrov relayed the warning to Rubio in a phone call on
Monday, urging him to evacuate US diplomats,
Russia's foreign ministry said.When asked, Rubio
told reporters on Tuesday that Russia had "sent a
notice to all the embassies", not just the US mission.

Not going anywhere

Russia had already called on foreign citizens and
diplomats to evacuate Kyiv earlier this month, when
it threatened massive strikes on central Kyiv if
Ukraine disrupted a military parade on Red
Square. Western diplomatic missions in the city have
rebuffed both warnings. spokesperson for France's
foreign ministry said Monday: “

Democrats feud over stock trading as they
sharpen anti-corruption case against Trump

Rep. Colin Allred has
denounced Rep. Julie Johnson
for trades involving
companies like Palantir, a
data analytics firm with ties
to President Donald Trump's
administration.

DALLAS.(Agency)

After three terms in the US House and two

unsuccessful campaigns for the US Senate,
Colin Allred said he's heard plenty about
voters' suspicions that politicians are just
trying to make a buck in Washington.

""What about the stock trading in Congress?

What about people getting rich in
Congress?" Allred said they ask him
regularly. "And I have to say to them, you're
absolutely right about that, too. We need to
be better."He's challenging Rep. Julie
Johnson in the Democratic runoff for a

Dallas-area House seat on Tuesday, and
he's one of several candidates trying to
harness populist anger over congressional
stock trading. Allred has denounced
Johnson for trades involving companies
like Palantir, a data analytics firm with ties
to President Donald Trump's
administration.Johnson said her trades
were handled by a financial manager, and
she accused Allred of being "only out for
himself." She pointed to financial
disclosures that showed Allred's wealth
nearly doubling during his own time in
Congress, although Allred said his assets
were in a blind trust and the money came
from his wife's income as a partner ata law
firm."To be clear, the sum total I made on
that trade was only $90," Johnson said of
her Palantir stock. "My opponent is trying
to make it seem like it was hundreds or
thousands."The bitter campaign is
emblematic of broader debates within the
Democratic Party over the role of money in
politics. Long a refrain of strident
progressives and good-government
reformers, accusations that political rivals
are self-dealing or bought by special

interests have become a mainstay of
Democratic primaries. The heightened
criticism of lawmakers' personal wealth
comes as the party looks to sharpen its anti-
corruption message against Trump and to
develop a platform for overhauling

Washington if Democrats take power in the
midterms.Some are tracking congressional
stock trading

Trump campaigned on a promise to "drain

the swamp," capitalizing on Americans'
disdain for the Washington establishment.
Now that his family is profiting while he's
back in the White House, Democrats are
eager to regain the upper hand on an issue

that could prove potent with voters.

"The difficulty is that right now, no party has

the mantle on anti-corruption," said Daniel
Lobo-Lewis, a political consultant in
Washington. "Many voters outside of the
beltway see both parties as corrupt,
because they see all politicians as bought
by the donors or by their own self-
interest."Lobo-Lewis and Nico Agosta
founded the Political Integrity Project
last year to track stock trading and
corporate donations involving members
of Congress.The organization asks
candidates to sign an "integrity pledge"
to refrain from trading stocks or
accepting corporate donations while in
Congress and vow not to work as a
lobbyist after they leave office. So far,
about 90 challengers and seven sitting
lawmakers have taken the pledge."If we
want to, in any way, start rebuilding trust in
our political institutions, it starts with no-
brainer changes like this that have an
approval rating above and beyond any other
issue ou could imagine," Lobo-Lewis
said.Congress has yet to enact a stock
trading ban for its members.
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Himachal Pradesh Gram
Panchayat elections: Sirmaur
tops polling in Phase 1 with
20.22% voter turnout

Shimla.(Agency)

Himachal Pradesh recorded 18.90 per cent
voter turnout by 9. 45 am in the first phase
of Gram Panchayat elections across
1,293 panchayats on Tuesday, with
Sirmaur district leading at 20.22 per cent.

The lowest turnout of 14.21 per cent was
recorded in the tribal district of Lahaul-
Spiti, where polling is being conducted in
17 panchayats.

“Lower districts, including Kangra, Una,
parts of Bilaspur, Sirmour, Baddi, and
Nalagarh in Solan, witnessed early
morning enthusiasm to avoid scorching
heat and heatwave conditions,” an
official said.State Election Commission
(SEC) officials said that 16.10 lakh of the
50.79 lakh voters cast their votes in the
first phase of the panchayat elections.The
Gram Panchayat elections will be held in
three phases, with the second phase on
May 28 and the third on May 30.Voting
for the first phase of the Panchayat
elections in Himachal Pradesh began at 7
am on Tuesday, with long queues seen
outside polling booths since early
morning.

The SEC has introduced colour-coded
ballot papers for different posts to avoid
confusion among voters. While light
green ballot papers are being used for the
panchayat pradhan posts, yellow are for
up-pradhan, and white for panchayat
member. Other colours, including pink,
will be used for Panchayat Samiti
members and light blue for Zila Parishad
members.

Medical negligence victim
Harshina gets compensation and
job offer

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM. (Agency)

Bringing justice to Harshina Malayil
Kulangara’s fight against the alleged
negligence of doctors at the Kozhikode
Medical College that left her carrying
scissors in her abdomen for five years,
Chief Minister V D Satheesan has offered
full support.

Satheesan, who had taken up her plight as
Leader of Opposition, assured her of
compensation and a job in their first
meeting after he became chief minister.

Harshina also met Health Minister K
Muraleedharan, who promised her a job at
the Kozhikode MCH. The government has
also promised to fund her house repairs.

The incident dates back to November 30,
2017, when the surgical instrument was
left inside her abdomen during a surgery.
She developed pain later. The instrument
was discovered during a CT scan at a
private hospital. She then underwent
another surgery at the MCH to remove it.

Harshina lived with the scissors inside her
for five years, enduring severe pain. Her
husband, M K Ashraf, had to wind up his
business due to her ill health.

Congress leader and Wayanad MP Rahul
Gandhi had also written to then CM
Pinarayi Vijayan, requesting him to
address Harshina’s concerns. The
authorities had initially denied her proper
resolution, prompting her to launch a
protest.

Dhanu Yatra archway collapses
during storm in Odisha's
Bargarh, two injured amid

quality concerns

BARGARH.(Agency)

A prominent Dhanu Yatra archway at Thana
chowk in Bargarh town collapsed during a
norwester, leaving two persons injured and
several vehicles damaged on Monday
afternoon.The injured are Ajit Kumbhar
and Sanjay Kumbhar, two rickshaw
pullers.According to reports, strong winds
along with heavy rain battered Bargarh
town, causing widespread disruption and
property damage. Amid the storm, the
massive Dhanu Yatra gate erected at the
busy Thana chowk suddenly crashed onto
the road, triggering panic among residents
and commuters in the area.

Ajit and Sanjay, who got trapped under the
debris, were rescued immediately and
shifted to the old district headquarters
hospital. They were later shifted to a
private hospital for treatment. Several
vehicles parked near the gate were also
damaged in the incident.

After receiving information, police and fire
services personnel rushed to the spot and
launched efforts to clear the debris.
Authorities are assessing the extent of the
damage caused by the gate collapse.

Meanwhile, the incident sparked a
controversy over the quality of
construction of the archway. Chairperson
of Bargarh Municipality Kalpana Majhi
reportedly lodged a complaint with police,
alleging substandard construction of the
archway. She also sought legal action
against the officials who supervised the

However, the notifications also clarify
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Actor jumped parole twice,
dodged absconder tag

Mayor, BJP netas seek blanket ban on Bakr Eid
slaughter in all Mumbai housing societies

Mumbai .(Agency)

Days after the state government
directed police to invoke the
stringent Maharashtra Control of
Organised Crime Act (MCOCA)
against cattle smugglers and illegal
slaughterhouses, mayor Ritu Tawde
and other Bhartiya Janata Party
(BJP) functionaries in the city asked
the Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation (BMC) to issue a
circular enforcing a blanket ban on
goat sacrifices in housing societies

and chawls during Bakr Eid.Muslim
community leaders cautioned that such a
circular could give rise to law and order
issues. Earlier this month, BMC had granted
permission for religious animal slaughter at
more than 100 designated locations in the
city. There has been no official response to
the demand from the civic body. The three-

day festival begins on Thursday.

Former MP Kirit Somaiya from BJP had a
meeting with the mayor, civic standing

Maharashtra topped in crimes against children

“dog whistle”. “Precautions like covering
the place of slaughter are taken. Preventing
slaughter will infringe on citizens’ rights to
celebrate their festivals,” said Imran Babu
Qureshi, national vice-president, All India
Jamiatul Quresh.Asif Farooqui, Bandra
resident and general secretary of Mumbai
Congress, said were such a blanket ban to
be enforced, it could allow anti-social
elements to foment trouble. “BMC and
police do not have the manpower to peep
into every chawl and residential area to
check whether animal sacrifice is

S

Ahmedabad. (Agency)

The cameras kept rolling, and the

roles kept coming as nobody
realised that Hemant Nagindas
Modi had a life sentence
hanging over him. The 54-year-
old, arrested by the Ahmedabad
Crime Branch last week,
allegedly spent nearly 12 years
on the run after jumping parole
— not once, as everyone
believed, but twice. And he
never got caught because,
despite the two violations, his
name was never officially listed
as an absconder on the National
Prison Portal, police admitted.

The case has exposed serious

committee chairman Prabhakar Shinde,
BJP’s leader in BMC Ganesh Khankar and
civic garden committee chairman Hetal Gala,
following which each of the elected
representatives sent a letter to BMC chief
Ashwini Bhide to push for the ban demand.
BMC already has stringent rules in place for
religious animal slaughter.Qureshi jamats
and community leaders called the latest push
by BJP functionaries to prevent slaughter at
even housing complexes that give NOCs a

happening there.

slaughter on the society premises?”

following which

place inresidential premises”.

in 2024, shows analysis of NCRB data

Mumbai . (Agency)

Mabharashtra reported the highest number of
crimes against children in 2024 even as girls

continued to account for

disproportionately high share of missing
children cases, an analysis of the latest
National Crime Records Bureau data by
Child Rights and You (CRY), an NGO, has

revealed.

In 2024, Maharashtra registered 24,171 cases

of crimes against children, followed by
and Madhya
Pradesh (21,908). The state also recorded a
crime rate of 66.9 per lakh children, while

Uttar Pradesh (22,222),

Madhya Pradesh led the list with 76.2.

Nationally, nearly 1.9 lakh cases were logged,
averaging over 514 a day, a sharp rise from

89,4231in2014.

As per the report, Maharashtra also topped in
kidnapping and related crimes against
children under the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita
and the Indian Penal Code, with 12,994

VISAKHAPATNAM.(Agency)
From functioning as a wartime Royal
Air Force airstrip during the Second
World War to evolving into a
strategically significant joint-use civil
and naval airport, Visakhapatnam’s
aviation ecosystem is now entering a
major transition phase.

According to recent Aeronautical S

Information Publication (AIP)
Supplements issued by the Airports
Authority of India (AAI), the Indian
Navy will completely take over as the
designated “Controlling Authority”
for the restructured Visakhapatnam
airspace from July 9, as the upcoming
Alluri Sitarama Raju Greenfield &
International Airport (Bhogapuram)
is integrated into India’s eastern Air
Traffic Service network.

airspace activation protocols.
Following its opening for civil aviation
in 1962, the Indian Navy commenced
operations at the airfield in 1972.
Ownership formally transferred to the
Navy in 1986,

commissioning as INS Dega in 1991.

Despite commercial expansions,
including a new runway in 2007 and a

a

cases.

3,495 missing kids.

leading to its the

The findings further showed that Maharashtra
reported 3,495 missing children cases in
2024, while the total active missing children
pool stood at 5,540, including unresolved
cases from previous years. At 2,057, girls
accounted for a larger share of the state’s

Despite the large number of cases,

Indian Navy to assume full control of Visakhapatnam
airspace from July 9 amid Bhogapuram integration

engineered to function not merely as a
civilian diversion, but as a fully
scalable aviation node capable of
supporting high-capacity airline
traffic. The restructuring introduces

navigational facility and establishes
four tiered Bhogapuram Control
Areas (CTA-1 through CTA-4).
CTA-1,
airspace with a base limit of
FL155/5500 FT AMSL, will anchor
the aerodrome’s
approach control.

Bhogapuram Airport designed for
scalable & high capacity
operations

To redistribute traffic and bypass
naval zones, the surrounding airway
architecture has been fundamentally

overhauled. Five new ATS routes

the overall recovery rate at 67.5%.

large number of cases,

rate stood at 67.5 per cent.

new BHZ DVOR/DME

designated as Class D

immediate

How does it disturb
outsiders if no society member objects to goat

In a letter addressed to additional municipal
commissioner Vipin Sharma, Somaiya said
the matter had also been discussed at a joint
meeting at Mayor’s Hall on May 21,

“civic authorities and

political representatives reiterated the need to

ensure that animal sacrifice does not take

Mabharashtra recorded significant tracing
and recovery efforts during the year, with

At the national level, the number of missing
childrenrose tonearly 1.5 lakh in 2024 from
around 1.4 lakh the previous year, marking
a 6.2% rise. Girls accounted for 76% of all
missing children nationally, while 16-18
formed the largest affected age group.

Girls accounted for a larger share of missing
children in the state. Of the children
reported missing during 2024, 2,057 were
girls and 1,438 were boys. The broader
active pool included 3,165 girls, 2,372 boys
and three transgender children.Despite the

Maharashtra

recorded significant tracing and recovery

efforts during the year. A total of 3,737

children were traced or recovered in 2024,

including 2,123 girls, 1,611 boys and three

transgender children. The overall recovery

that existing civil Air Traffic Service
(ATS) routes transiting through the
restructured Temporary Reserved
Areas (TRA) will continue to remain
available for civilian flight planning,

passenger terminal in 2009, mounting
airspace congestion between civil and
military flight profiles has necessitated
this separation.

According to AAI AIRAC Supplements

construction work.

subject to operational clearances and

including V40, V50, V63, W32, and
W89, have been introduced.
Meanwhile, existing corridors
including V9, W29, W41, W47, and
W90 have been modified. Crucially,
the J26 airway has been rerouted via

loopholes in coordination
between prisons and police.

Crime branch officers accepted
that the absence of his name
from the central prison database
may have played a major role in
helping him stay off the radar
for nearly 12 years despite
being a life convict in a murder
case. “There appears to have
been no proper updating of the
records after his parole and
furlough violations. His details
were not reflected in the
National Prison Portal, which
complicated tracking efforts,” a
senior officer said.

The startling gap in coordination
has come under scrutiny after
Modi was arrested from a
rented accommodation near
Gheeckanta Metro Station,
following a tip-off during
tenant verification formalities.
Officers said he had been
quietly living under the alias
“Spandan Kumar”.

Modi was among seven persons
convicted for the murder of
Narendra Kamble in
Parshwanath township in
Naroda on June 12, 2005,
allegedly over a property
dispute. They were sentenced to
life imprisonment on Aug 27,
2008.According to the police,
jail records show that Modi first
jumped furlough in 2008 itself.
He was granted leave till Oct 25
that year and later sought an
extension from then jail IG
Keshav Kumar, citing his
mother’sillness.

Panic in Hampi as locals oppose
shifting of temple elephant Lakshmi

HAMPI.(Agency)

Tension prevailed in the UNESCO World Heritage Site
of Hampi on Tuesday after the Forest Department
initiated steps to shift Lakshmi,
elephant attached to the famed Virupaksha Temple,
triggering emotional protests from residents, devotees
and tourist guides.

More than 500 locals gathered near the temple premises
and strongly opposed the move, claiming the elephant
had become an inseparable part of Hampi’s cultural
and spiritual identity over the years. Protesters raised
slogans demanding that the elephant should not be
taken away from the heritage town under any
circumstances.

The situation briefly turned chaotic when forest officials
arrived with a lorry to transport the elephant. Heavy
police deployment was made in the area as angry
locals blocked the movement of officials.
Vijayanagara Superintendent of Police (SP) S Jahnavi
and senior officials remained present at the spot to
prevent any untoward incidents.

According to Forest Department sources, the decision to
shift Lakshmi was taken considering the elephant’s
advancing age, recurring injuries and health-related
complications. Officials reportedly planned to move
the animal for specialised care and monitoring.

However, the move drew an emotional response from
the elephant’s mahout Rajanna, who broke down

the 36-year-old

before officials and pleaded with them not to separate

88-108/2026, Bhogapuram is

the BHZ beacon toward ENVUK.

Lakshmi from Hampi.

Methodology differences leave heatwave
casualties uncounted in Telangana

HYDERABAD.(Agency)
Data from the National Crime Records
Bureau (NCRB) reveals that Telangana
recorded 116 heat stroke and sunstroke
deaths in 2024. However, the state’s
Heatwave Action Plan 2026 places the
deaths at just 10 for the same period.

This discrepancy of 106 deaths highlights
the lack of a uniform national framework
for tracking extreme heat fatalities.

The gap stems from two different tracking
methods used by central and state
agencies. The NCRB compiles its figures
directly from police records. Any death
reported to local police and noted as heat-
related automatically enters the national
database maintained under the Ministry of
Home Affairs. In contrast, Telangana’s
official count follows a restrictive, multi-

layered verification framework.

A senior health department official,
speaking to  on the condition of
anonymity, explained: “For a death to
be formally recognised as heat-related
by the state government, medical

certification is mandatory. In many &

cases, a post-mortem examination must
confirm heat stroke as the primary
cause of death.”According to the
official, deaths occurring outside
institutional medical systems often enter
police records but may never be formally
classified under the state’s heatwave
mortality database.

The official explained that if a person
collapses due to heat exposure while
working outdoors and dies at home, the
police may record the death as heatstroke

based on field observations.

However, unless the case passes through
hospital documentation and subsequent
verification by the Disaster Management
department, it may not be included in the
government’s final heatwave tally.

“Patients admitted to hospitals with
confirmed heatstroke and who later

succumb are more likely to be officially
counted under the state protocol,” the
official added.

Public health experts warn that such
layered procedures often exclude the
most vulnerable sections of society,
including agricultural labourers,
outdoor workers, elderly residents,
homeless populations and people living
in informal settlements.

The issue becomes more striking given

Telangana’s extensive heat-monitoring

infrastructure. According to the Heat

Wave Action Plan, prepared by the

Revenue (Disaster Management)

Department, the state currently operates

1,091 automated weather stations that

generate hourly data on temperature,

humidity, wind speed and wind direction.
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Universe: How
Vagdevi merged
into Saraswati

The goddess we call Saraswati today begins as
Vagdevi, the Goddess of Speech, identified
primarily with the Vedic deity Vac. Her earliest
stories foreground the immense power, and
sometimes the deceptive nature, of the spoken
word. These are found in ritual Vedic texts known
as the Brahmanas.

When the Gandharvas stole the sacred Soma, the
gods offered Vac as a young woman to trade for it.
A competition followed: the Gandharvas recited
the Vedas, but the gods sang and played the
veena. Vac chose music over recitation, returning
to the gods and establishing her eternal link with
the instrument. This myth quietly explains how a
speech-goddess acquired her veena.

In another tale, Vac disputed with Mind, or Manas,
over who was superior. Prajapati ruled in favour
of Mind, declaring that Speech merely imitates
and communicates what Mind has already
understood. Offended by this subordinate status,
Vac refused to serve as oblation-bearer, which is
why Prajapati’s rituals are performed in a low
voice today.In the Sautramani ritual, Vac acts as
divine physician, restoring Indra’s faculties and
manly energy after he becomes ill from drinking
too much Soma. In yet another myth, Vac hid in
the waters and then the trees; when the trees gave
her up, she was distributed into four wooden
objects that sing: drums, lutes, axles, and reed-
pipes, explaining the origin of musical
instruments themselves.Over time, Vac merged
into Saraswati, and the figure we recognise today
emerged as a composite, assembled over
centuries from distinct religious streams. Three
separate iconographic traditions converged, each
carrying its own theological cargo.Jain Saraswati
carries no musical instruments. Instead, she
holds accounting beads and books, embodying
the Jain code of knowledge, record-keeping, and
disciplined learning. This form reflects the Jain
emphasis on precise transmission of doctrine and
the sanctity of the written word. Saraswati here is
the guardian of scriptural memory, not the patron
of song.Buddhist Saraswati appears armed. Her
weapons mark her as a defender, a fierce
protectress of the Dharma. In the Sutra of Golden
Light, she figures as the Eloquence Talent Deity,
or Vagishvari, granting memory and flawless
speech to those who preach the Law, ensuring
sacred knowledge never goes extinct. The
weapons signal that speech itself is a kind of
combat, that preserving teaching requires force.
Saraswati with the veena, the form most familiar
today, originally belonged to courtesans, singers,
and dancers. She was the goddess of performers,
music, and the embodied arts. Only later were
these distinct goddesses drawn together into a
single figure.Crucially, the idea of Saraswati as
goddess of the Vedas emerges only later, in the
Mabhabharata. The earlier Saraswati was the Jain
custodian of beads and books, the Buddhist
armed defender of speech, the courtesans’ patron
of music. The Vedic-knowledge identity is a
subsequent layer, retrofitted onto an already
plural figure. What we now call Saraswati is less
a single goddess than a confluence whose seams
the unified iconography conceals.It is from Jain
traditions that the practice of linking goose and
peacocks with Saraswati began. The
Shvetambara sect said the goddess of speech,
Shurta-devi, rides a goose that can separate milk
and water from a mixture, indicating
discrimination. The Digambara sect said the
goddess of knowledge, Gyan-devi, rides a
peacock, the symbol of male pride and humbles
it.

THE Punjab and Haryana High Court’s ruling
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The forest is burning, but men want to talk about one tree

Why does women’s suffering provoke such visceral hostility online?

A woman dies by suicide. Before her body is even cold,
men begin dissecting her character online like vultures
circling carrion. Was she manipulative? Did she file
false cases? Did she “destroy a good man”? Did she
deserve sympathy at all?It is a question that deserves
compassion when asked in good faith. Male suicide is
real. Male loneliness is real. Men suffer under
impossible expectations of masculinity, financial
pressure, emotional repression, and social isolation.
India’s suicide statistics clearly show that men form a
large percentage of deaths. That should concern all of us.

But here is what is deeply disturbing: many online MRAs
do not stop at asking for empathy for men. They demand
the erasure of women’s suffering in exchange for it.

The moment violence against women is discussed, the
conversation is hijacked. Not expanded. Hijacked. A
woman speaks of abuse — “What about false cases?” A
woman speaks of rape — “Men get raped too.” A woman
dies by suicide — “She probably drove someone else to
it.”This is not advocacy. It is retaliation. And retaliation
is not justice.The National Crime Records Bureau data
paints a horrifying picture of what Indian women
endure. In 2022 alone, India recorded over 4.45 lakh
crimes against women. The single largest category —
nearly one-third — was cruelty by husbands or relatives.

Read that again. Not strangers in dark alleys. Not
cinematic monsters. Husbands. Families. Homes. The
very institutions women are told will “protect” them.

Thousands of women continue to die in dowry-related
violence every year. NCRB-linked reporting shows over
6,000 dowry deaths annually — roughly 18 to 20 women
every single day. And those are merely the women
whose deaths entered the system.For every woman who
files a case, there are countless others who are silenced
by shame, fear, financial dependence, children, family
pressure, or the simple exhaustion of surviving daily
humiliation. This is the forest. This is the inferno women
are talking about. But online, many MR As point to a few
cases involving abusive women or alleged misuse of
laws and scream: “See? Women are the real oppressors.”

A few trees are indeed diseased. Some women are cruel.
Some manipulate systems. False accusations do exist
and innocent men should absolutely be protected under
law. Any humane society must care about that.

But to use isolated incidents to dismiss systemic violence
against women is intellectually dishonest. It is like
standing before a city consumed by wildfire and angrily
pointing at one burnt matchstick in a sink. Why does the
mention of women’s suffering provoke such visceral
hostility online?Because for many men, empathy has
become transactional. They believe acknowledging
women’s pain somehow diminishes male pain. That
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feminism stole attention that belonged to them. That
women speaking openly about abuse is an accusation
against all men. And so the response becomes punitive.

Punish the woman who speaks, who leaves. Punish the
woman who dies. Especially the woman who dies.

That is what horrified me most while reading the
comments under discussions around female suicide
cases. The sheer inability to allow a dead woman even
basic dignity. Men who claim society ignores male
suffering were themselves mocking a woman who
clearly reached a point of unbearable despair.

No nuance. No grief. No humanity. Just contempt. Even
more chilling was the hostility toward women trying to
defend her. As though compassion itself were now a
political act deserving punishment.

This is what online misogyny has become: not merely
disagreement with feminism, but active resentment
toward female vulnerability. A woman cannot even die
quietly anymore. She must submit her corpse for public
cross-examination.And this culture has consequences.

Room for dignity : Care for parents is a legal duty

Women reading these comments internalise something
terrifying: If I speak, I will be mocked. If I leave, I will be
hated. If I die, they will still come for me.

What kind of society does that create? Certainly not one

where men heal.ecause here is the truth: patriarchy harms
men too. The same system that teaches women to tolerate
abuse teaches men to suppress emotion. The same culture
that burdens women with unpaid care burdens men with
financial worth. The same rigid masculinity that silences
female victims also silences male depression.But
feminism did not create this system. It named it. And
perhaps that is what truly enrages people. Not that women
suffer. But that women are no longer suffering
silently.We can hold two truths at once: men deserve
mental health support, and women face widespread
systemic violence. One reality does not erase the
other.Compassion is not a limited resource. But if your
empathy for men requires the humiliation of women —
especially dead women — then what you are defending is

notjustice. Itis power.

The Punjab and Haryana High Court’s verdict emphasises that inheritance may be negotiable, but humanity is not

directing a son to provide his elderly mother a room,
separate bathroom and basic amenities in the family
home is more than a legal order. It is an indictment
of a society increasingly failing its parents.
Invoking the timeless dictum “matru devo bhava”,
the court reminded citizens that filial duty is not
merely cultural ornamentation but a legal and moral
obligation. The facts of the case are deeply
unsettling. An elderly woman had to seek judicial
intervention simply to secure a habitable corner in
the house built by her late husband. That a mother
should be compelled to fight her own children for
shelter and dignity reflects the erosion of the joint
family ethos that once defined Indian society. The
high court was justified in rejecting the son’s plea
and imposing costs upon him.Courts across the
country are increasingly confronting disputes
involving abandoned or harassed parents. In several
rulings, tribunals and high courts have ordered eviction

of abusive children, upheld parents’ rights over self-

Welfare of Parents and Senior Citizens Act,
2007. At the same time, the judiciary has
carefully balanced welfare concerns with
property rights, ensuring that the law is not
misused in family feuds.The larger concern,
however, cannot be addressed through
courtrooms alone. India’s rapidly ageing
population, urban migration and shrinking
family structures are creating conditions
where many senior citizens face loneliness,
insecurity and economic dependence. Legal
safeguards are essential, but social attitudes
matter even more. A civilisation that reveres
motherhood in scripture cannot abandon
mothers in practice. Providing elderly
parents with respect, care and security
should notrequire judicial enforcement. The
high court’s verdict rightly emphasises that
inheritance may be negotiable, but

acquired property and reinforced the Maintenance and ~ humanity is not.

May I, a humble member of the Blatta (Oriental) genus of
cockroaches, may be so bold as to express my utter
stupefaction at your recent statement in open court in
which you termed unemployed youth, RTI activists,
media personnel and social media activists
“cockroaches” and “parasites”? Posterity will record
these uncalled-for and demeaning words as the nadir of
judicial propriety and gravitas. Kindly allow me to
explain why.It appears, from what is available in the
public domain, that you were at the time dealing with the
issue of proliferation of lawyers with dubious degrees.
Your desire to identify and weed out such elements from
the legal profession is understandable, and even
commendable, and should be supported by all. But your
subsequent “leap of hubris”, not faith, was totally
unwarranted and a step too far even in these dismal
times when the vocabulary of public discourse has
plumbed new depths.The contemptuous
characterisation of our youth and civil society is
something we have come to expect from our politicians,
but not from the senior-most judicial officer in the
country, the custodian of the letter and spirit of the
Constitution, whose every word is engraved in time, the
beacon and conscience keeper of the nation.

Which is why, My Lord, it pains me to say that your unfair
and insensitive obiter dicta has dimmed the glow of the
beacon. It has at one fell swoop insulted and humiliated
these sections of society, cast on them aspersions which
are neither true nor justified and, even more dangerous,
exposed a heart of darkness in the country’s judicial
anatomy which does not bode well for a liberal
democracy.Your Lordship’s subsequent “clarification”
does not dispel the apprehensions your comments have
generated. A democracy remains healthy not only on the
basis of institutions of the state, but on the shoulders of a

Your Lordship, an

apology may work

<10 err is human, to admit it is divine

vibrant civil society and non-state actors. These
participants — activists, NGOs, social media, RTI
applicants, fact-checkers — are the benign bacteria in
our body politic that maintain our immune systems,
keep in check those organisms that
would destroy us, and ensure that
democracy and a liberal order survives.
By castigating them in such derogatory
language, My Lord, you have exposed a
side of the higher judiciary we did not
imagine existed. It has left us confused,
apprehensive and fearful.

Are you aware, your Honour, there are 28
million educated unemployed youth in
the country, and an additional 100
million who have stopped looking for
jobs? (The Wire). As many as 67 per
cent of the unemployed youth today are
graduates, as compared to 32 per cent in
2004 (Azim Premji University State of
Working India Report, published in
Deccan Herald).

This worsening position is not due to the
indolence of these unfortunate
youngsters, but because of faulty
government policies in education,
industrialisation and economic
“growth” which promote inequity,
concentration of wealth and capital intensive projects,
and have decimated the MSME sector. They deserve our
empathy, not an elitist condemnation.

Finally, My Lord, heed the power of language and choose
carefully the patois you employ. For, language is a
double-edged sword, it can soothe or it can wound, it can
demean or it can dignify, it can sustain or it can destroy, it

can be a paean or it can be a dog-whistle. It is dangerous
to employ words loosely. History is replete with
instances where carefully chosen words have preceded,
and laid the ground for, mass persecution, ethnic

cleansing, even genocide.The killing of a million Tutsis
in Rwanda was preceded by a campaign that classified
them as “inyenzi” which, coincidentally, means
cockroaches; in Hitler’s Germany, the Jews were called
parasites and rats; the Zionists later termed the
Palestinians “vermin” and “animals”. Nearer home,
minorities from Bangladesh are stigmatised as
“termites” and protesters as “andolanjeevis”. All such

branding is invariably followed by dehumanising of
entire sections of society and their persecution on a large
scale.It is possible your unfortunate vocabulary may
have the same effect in India, for your words feed into
the executive’s own narrative: the segments of
society you have, perhaps unwittingly and
unintendedly, vilified are precisely the ones the
government of the day considers its enemies
and obstacles to its authoritarianism. It may
now be emboldened to move against them even
more aggressively, confident that it now has
your institution’s support. That would be a
disaster, an opening of the floodgates that shall
eventually consume all the pillars of
democracy, including the one over which Your
Honour presides.At the end of the day, Your
Lordship, this unnecessary disparagement of
the youth, civil society activists and social
media may lead to a loss of credibility in the
institution you head, in its ability (or even
willingness) to confront an authoritarian
executive, to protect the rights of the
minorities, and to uphold the letter and spirit of
a liberal and inclusive Constitution. A
democracy cannot long survive such a loss.
Which is why, sir, you may consider a more
explicit retraction and withdrawal of the
statement made by you, not just a
clarification.An apology to the nation at large will go a
long way in restoring the confidence of the citizenry in
an institution which is, after all, the last bastion of rights
and liberty. To err is human, to admit it is divine.
With profound regards and my own humble apologies for
intruding on your valuable time, I remain, Your
Lordship,
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2 days after government order, 1 detention
facility opens in Bengal, another on way

Kolkata. (Agency)

Within 48 hours of the West Bengal BJP
government ordering establishment of
holding centres in all districts across the
state for essentially Bangladeshis and
Rohingya, a detention facility was opened
in Murshidabad, while preparations are on
to setup another in Malda. A senior district
police officer told The Indian Express that
three people suspected to be illegal
immigrants from Bangladesh had already
been brought to the Murshidabad centre.

Both Malda and Murshidabad border
Bangladesh.In an order dated May 23, the
Bengal Home & Hill Affairs Department
had ordered all district magistrates to set
up ‘holding centres’ for illegal
Bangladeshi and Rohingya in their areas
in the state.The three-storey building in

Bahadurpur near the Lalgola market in
Murshidabad where a detention centre
has now been opened also holds an office
for fishermen, a bank and a community
hall used for marriage
purposes.

Police and administration inspected the
building a day before it was announced

and other £

as a ‘holding centre’ on Sunday. Police W

and civic volunteers have been
appointed to manit.

Sources said the three alleged Bangladeshis
brought to the centre had been picked up
from Bhagabangola and Lalgola Police
Station areas. The police officer said:
“Proper arrangements have been made for
food and water. Further investigation is on
regarding the three.”In Malda, a holding
centre is being prepared in a government

building meant for training of Self Help
Groups, in English Bazar town’s Chandan
Park area. Work is on to install CCTVs,
and sources said that 12 policemen, three
civil defence personnel and three civic
volunteers will man the centre. A cook will
also be provided.

In its May 23 order, the state government
had laid down “the procedure to be

3 alleged illegal Bangladeshis housed at the Murshlduhud centre, picked up from nearby areas

followed for deportation of Bangladeshi/ The government notification said that after

Rohingya apprehended for staying
illegally”, including “setting up of
Holding Centres in districts for
apprehended foreigners as well as for the
released foreign prisoners awaiting
deportation / repatriation in accordance
with the MHA guidelines”. Before that,
on May 20, Chief Minister Suvendu
Adkhikari said the government will
follow the “detect, delete and deport”
system for illegal Bangladeshis in Bengal.

State officials said that this was in line with
the directive issued by the Centre on May
2, 2025, on the procedure for deportation
of illegal Bangladeshis and Rohingyas,
which the previous Trinamool Congress
government led by Mamata Banerjee had
stalled.

B short news I Pypjabi singer Harbeer Sohal held, 5 kg heroin recovered from his
Thar, was ‘courier’ in drug racket operated from abroad: Khanna Police

Tirumala temple sets new
darshan record with pilgrim
footfall of 98,058

TIRUMALA. (Agency)

A record number of devotees thronged the
Tirumala temple on Sunday, with 98,058
pilgrims having darshan of Lord
Venkateswara.The figure, officials clarified,
is an exact head-to-head count thanks to the
Integrated Command Control Centre
(ICCC), which uses face identification
technology to record and store photographs
of each devotee.This ensures that the
Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanams (TTD)
now maintains highly accurate data
compared to earlier estimates.

For perspective, the highest single-day
darshan count in the past was 1,01,256 in
2016-17, but that figure was based on
compartment capacity calculations rather
than individual identification. With Al-
driven systems now in place, officials say
the numbers being reported are precise and
verifiable.

Additional Executive Officer Ch Venkaiah
Choudary, who supervised the
arrangements, said nearly 1.75 lakh people
were present in Tirumala on Sunday,
including those inside rooms, locker halls,
PAC complexes, and on the streets.

At the closing time of darshan (2 a.m.
Monday), another 26,000 devotees were
still waiting outside.

“We achieved this record without any
untoward incidents, thanks to the
coordinated efforts of DyEOs and staff from
Temple, Annadanam, Reception,
Parakamani, VGO and other wings,” he
said. Sunday also saw a record in tonsure
services, with 49,234 devotees offering their
hair, while laddu sales touched 4.2 lakh.

Plus-1 seats increased in
Kerala, temporary batches to
stay

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM.(Agency)

The government has issued orders for
continuing temporary Plus-1 batches that
were allocated and shifted in the previous
years and also permitted marginal seat
increase, as the higher secondary admission
process commenced on Monday.

A marginal seat increase of 30% has been

allowed in government higher secondary
schools and 20% in aided schools in

Thiruvananthapuram, Palakkad,
Kozhikode, Malappuram, Wayanad,
Kannur and Kasaragod districts. An
additional 10% will be allocated to aided
schools on demand.

In Kollam and Thrissur districts, 20%
marginal seat increase has been permitted in
government and aided schools. In
Alappuzha district’s Ambalapuzha and
Cherthala taluks, marginal seats increase of
20% has been allowed in both schools. In
Ernakulam, 20% marginal increase in sats
has been approved in all government and
aided schools in five taluks except
Kothamangalam and Muvattupuzha.

As many as 313 temporary additional batches
sanctioned in previous years will continue
this year too. The submission of Plus-1
applications began on Monday.

Ludhiana. (Agency)

Punjabi singer Harbeer Singh Sohal has been
arrested following the recovery of 5.1 kg
heroin and Rs 1.50 lakh cash from his
vehicle, a senior Punjab Police officer on
Monday said.The singer was allegedly a
“courier” in a drug supply racket allegedly
being operated by handlers based in
Australia and Canada, said Khanna SSP
Darpan Ahluwalia.

Harbeer was ecarlier arrested by the Mohali
police in an extortion racket in 2022,
Ahluwalia said, adding the fresh action
against him comes following an
investigation into a March 7 drug
trafficking case.

SSP Ahluwalia said Doraha police had
arrested one Akshay Kumar, 22, a resident
of Shimlapuri in Ludhiana, following the
recovery of 301 grams of heroin from his
possession on March 7. Following
interrogation, additional 268 grams of

heroin, 10 grams ICE (methamphetamine),
30 live cartridges, Rs 10,750 in drug
money and a car were recovered.“During
Akshay’s questioning, it was revealed that
the narcotics had been procured from
Vishal, 25 and Sanjeev Kumar alias Sunny,
35, both residents of Shimlapuri in
Ludhiana. All three accused were jointly
supplying drugs at different locations.
Based on this disclosure, accused Vishal
and Sanjeev were nominated in the case
and Vishal was subsequently arrested,”

said the SSP.Sanjeev was previously
booked in NDPS cases registered at
Mohali, Chandigarh and Ludhiana.
Separate teams were constituted to arrest
Sanjeev who was held on May 20, said the
SSP.“During sustained interrogation of
Sanjeev, it came to light that he had met
Jatinder Singh alias Goldy in Ropar Jail.
After coming out of jail, both started drug
trafficking activities together. It was
further revealed that Goldy, presently
residing in Canada, was involved in large-
scale narcotics supply operations. His
associates include Gurjant Singh alias Jatta
(in Australia) and Harbeer Sohal. The trio
was nominated in the case. Sohal, a
resident of Amritsar Rural, was arrested. A
bag was found in his Thar vehicle from
which police recovered 5.1 kg heroin and
Rs 1,50,000 drug money,” said the SSP,
adding the singer was a ‘courier’ in the
drug supply chain,

Taking serious note of the matter,

suspected illegal residents have been
identified, an enquiry would be
conducted, with the name, parentage,
residential address, details of near
relatives and other information to be sent
to the authorities concerned of the areas
where they claim to belong, with a report
expected within 30 days. During this
period, the suspected person is to stay at
the holding centre.If no report is received
within 30 days, the Foreigners’
Registration Officer is authorised to take
necessary action to deport the suspected
Bangladesh or Myanmar national. In case
the report confirms that they are illegal
migrants, police are to capture their
biometrics, and the BSF or Coast Guards
ensure their deportation.

36-year-old man held for
sexually assaulting minor
daughter in Odisha

JAGATSINGHPUR. (Agency)

Western Odisha continued to reel under severe

heatwave conditions on Sunday with
mercury crossing 45 degree Celsius in six
towns across the region.

_ Titilagarh in Balangir district recorded the

highest maximum temperature at 45.8 deg
C. Boudh and Bhawanipatna followed
closcly at 45.6 deg C and 454 deg C
respectively. Sambalpur registered 45.3 deg
C, while Sonepur and Balangir recorded
45.2 deg C and 45 deg C respectively. Eight
other towns recorded temperatures above 40
deg C, bringing normal life to a complete
standstill.

Although coastal Odisha witnessed relatively

lower temperatures, high humidity levels
caused dises.

the
department reiterated that contractors must
suspend works during the restricted hours to
safeguard labourers from heat-related
illnesses.

Passenger Convenience Enhanced with
Extended and New Summer Special Services

" "The Sikh Times

Maligaon, 26th May: To clear the addi-
tional rush of passengers during the sum-
mer rush, services of train no. 07046/07047
(Secunderabad - Naharlagun -
Secunderabad) has been extended for addi-
tional five trips in both directions. Train No.
07046 (Secunderabad - Naharlagun) weekly
special has been extended to run from 29th
of May, 2026 till 26th of June, 2026. While in
return direction, train no. 07047
(Naharlagun - Secunderabad) weekly special
has been extended to run from Olst of June,
2026 till 29th of June, 2026. The trains will
operate with the existing schedule of serv-
ice, timings, composition and stoppages.
Additionally, it has been decided to run a
Summer Special train from Katihar to
Bhagalpur. The train will operate on daily
basis from 27th of May to 01st of June, 2026
in both the directions. Train no. 03407
(Bhagalpur - Katihar) Special will depart
from Bhagalpur at 07:00 hours to reach
Katihar at 13:00 hours on the same day. In

return dlrectlon train no. 03408 (Katihar -
Bhagalpur) Special will depart from Katihar

at 14:10 hours to reach Bhagalpur at 20:20
hours on the same day. The train will operate
as an unreserved special train with a compo-

sition of 13 general ‘coaches. The extension
of the Secunderabad - Naharlagun -

Secunderabad Special and the introduction
of the Katihar — Bhagalpur Summer Special
will provide substantial relief to passengers

during the peak summer travel season. The
additional trips between Secunderabad and
Naharlagun will help cater to the increased
passenger demand, reduce waiting lists and
improve the availability of confirmed accom-
modation on this important route connecting
the northeastern region with southern India.
The extended services will also offer greater
travel flexibility and convenience to passen-
gers travelling to and from Arunachal
Pradesh and other northeastern states.
Similarly, the daily Katihar-Bhagalpur
Summer Special will provide an additional
travel option for passengers commuting
between the two cities and intermediate sta-
tions. Overall, these special train services
will improve connectivity, facilitate smoother
passenger movement and ensure a more
comfortable travel experience during the
summer rush period. The details of stop-
pages and timings of these trains are avail-
able at IRCTC website and social media plat-
forms of N. F Railway. Passengers are
requested to verify the details before under-
taking their journey.

Attappadi Madhu lynching case: Family
to appeal acquittal of key accused

The High Court enhanced the sentence awarded by the Mannarkkad trial court from seven years’

imprisonment to life imprisonment for 12 accused in the sensauonal Attappady mob-lynching case.

PALAKKAD.(Agency)

The family of tribal youth Madhu, whose
brutal lynching in Attappady shocked
Kerala and the country, broke down with
mixed emotions after the Kerala High
Court enhanced the sentence of 12 convicts
to life imprisonment in the mob murder

case on Monday.While expressing relief

and happiness over the tougher
punishment, Madhu’s mother Malli and his
elder sister Sarasu said they were deeply
disappointed by the acquittal of first
accused Hussein and would move an
appeal against the decision.

“We are happy with the judgment. Many
people stood with us during this fight.
Alone, 1 could never have carried this
forward,” Malli told reporters, her voice

trembling with emotion.

She thanked all those who supported the
family, including the government, for
standing by them through the long legal
battle. “At the same time, we never
expected the first accused to be let off. |
don’t know why he was acquitted,”
said. Sarasu also said the family would

continue the legal fight to challenge the

acquittal.

she |

The High Court enhanced the sentence -

awarded by the Mannarkkad trial court

from seven years’ imprisonment to life =

imprisonment for 12 accused in the

sensational Attappady mob-lynching case.

enhancement of punishment.

The state had approached the High Court
demanding stricter punishment following
repeated requests from Madhu’s family,
who maintained that the original sentence

The court was considering appeals filed
both by the accused seeking acquittal and
by the state government seeking

did not reflect the gravity of the
crime. Madhu, a mentally challenged tribal
youth from Attappady, was attacked and
humiliated by a mob in February 2018 after
being accused of stealing food items.
Images of the starving youth being tied up
and assaulted had sparked outrage across
the country and became a symbol of mob
violence and social injustice faced by tribal
communities.

HC’s OBSERVATIONS
Madhu’s death stands as a painful reminder

of the continuing distance between
constitutional ideals and lived reality of
many among the most marginalised
scctions of society. The near-total collapse
of eyewitness testimony is not a minor
aspect.
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Police won't forcibly vacate Delhi Gymkhana:
Government to High Court amid row

New Delhi.(Agency)

The government on Tuesday assured the
Delhi High Court that it would not forcibly
take possession of the prestigious Delhi
Gymkhana Club premises and would
follow due process under the law if the club
failed to vacate the land by June 5.The
assurance came during a hearing on the
plea by club members challenging the
government’s order directing it to vacate its
27.3-acre property at 2, Safdarjung Road in
Lutyens’ Delhi for defence and security-
related purposes.Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta, appearing for the Centre, told the
court that June 5 was only the date given to
the club to vacate voluntarily.

"We will not take possession except in
accordance with law," Mehta said."June 5
is when we have given them the option to
vacate on its own. Suppose they don’t, it’s
not that police will rush in and forcible
possession will be taken. The procedure
under law regarding eviction of public

premises will be taken," he added.

The court then asked if it could record the
Centre’s statement, to which
Mehta replied in the |
affirmative.Senior advocate
Abhishek Manu Singhvi,
representing the club
members, urged the High
Court to either order status quo
or record the government’s
assurance that no coercive
action would follow. He argued
the takeover order was "non-
specific" and contradictory, J
citing vague references to

"institutional needs",
"defence" and "public
infrastructure".

"A club running for 100 years can wait till
July," Singhvi remarked.

The Solicitor General, however, said the
petitioners’ real apprehension was that the
Centre-appointed committee managing the

club could hand over possession. "The
committee has already objected," Mehta

pointed out.During the hearing, the court
also told the petitioners, who are club
members, "Even if the land is taken, your
membership remains. You are not the
lessee." (Arenter in layman terms)

Mehta further said the Delhi Gymkhana

would be offered an alternative site for its
premises.Singhvi pushed back, stating,
"My stand is simple -- don’t take
action pursuant to the order till the
next date of hearing."After
recording Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta’s assurance that any eviction
would be carried out only in
accordance with law and after prior
notice, the court declined to pass
interim directions in the case.It
issued summons in the matter and
directed the respondents to file their
written statements within eight
weeks. The matter will next be heard
on July 28.
Meanwhile, another suit was filed
before the High Court on behalf of the
club’s last elected governing body. Senior
advocate Kapil Sibal, appearing for the
petitioners, sought an urgent hearing and
requested that the matter be heard along
with the connected case already listed

WHY GOVT

before the court.
SERVED EVICTION
NOTICE

On May 22, the Land and Development

Office, under the Ministry of Housing and
Urban Affairs, directed the club to hand
over the property by June 5, invoking
Clause 4 of the original lease agreement,
which allows the government to reclaim
the land for a "public purpose".According
to the Centre, the land, located near the
Prime Minister’s residence and other high-
security establishments, is required for
"strengthening defence infrastructure,
governance-related facilities and other
critical public security requirements".

According to the Centre, the land, located

near the Prime Minister’s residence and
other high-security establishments, is
required for "strengthening defence
infrastructure, governance-related
facilities and other critical public security
requirements".

Delhi government cuts travel

‘Cockroach’ protest at MCD House
meeting causes chaos

New Delhi.(Agency)
Three proposed multi-level parking projects in Delhi’s
New Friends Colony, Kalkaji and Jangpura were put on

Small hikes add up to big difference on
monthly petrol hills: Car owners

New Delhi.(Agency)

monthly budgeting.

expenses by 25 per cent

Pawan Kumar, another city resident,

Decision made days after foreign visits of officers, staff curtailed to

press austerity measures.

hold on Monday after the Municipal Corporation of Fuel price hike has become amatterof Lalita Sharma, a resident of pointed out the sudden hike: “Just

Delhi (MCD) House meeting was adjourned amid
opposition protests, delaying discussions on several
key agenda items.

The meeting witnessed chaotic scenes as opposition
councillors protested over the alleged NEET paper
scam and displayed posters of cockroaches in symbolic
support of the “rising popularity of the Cockroach
Janta Party”. While several listed items were cleared
amid the disruption, a number of important proposals,
including those related to the parking projects, could
not be taken up and were deferred.

According to official information, the proposed parking
facilities are expected to substantially increase parking
capacity in the respective areas once completed.The
New Friends Colony project is planned to
accommodate 604 vehicles, up from the previously
proposed capacity of 502. The Kalkaji facility is
expected to accommodate 406 vehicles, compared to
the earlier estimate of 376, while the Jangpura project
is proposed to have a capacity of 308 vehicles.

Another proposal that could not be discussed concerned
assigning the duties of licence inspectors to sanitary
inspectors in their respective wards. The move was
aimed at addressing manpower shortages and
strengthening action against encroachments across the
city.

Addressing a press conference later, Mayor Pravesh
Wahi said the disruptions prevented discussions on
several civic issues, including sanitation drives and the
desilting of drains ahead of the monsoon.

“Attempts were made three times to hold discussions on
drain cleaning, but Aam Aadmi Party councillors did
not allow meaningful deliberations on this serious
matter of public interest,” he said.

Delhi traffic cops get AC in helmets,
fans, ORS packets to fight heat

New Delhi.(Agency)
As Delhi continues to grapple with an intense
heatwave, the Delhi Police has introduced special
measures to protect traffic personnel who spend long
hours managing congestion under the blazing sun.

To help officers cope with the extreme temperatures,
the Traffic Police has begun distributing AC helmets,
portable cooling fans, water bottles and ORS sachets
to prevent dehydration and heat-related illnesses.

Officials said 10 AC helmets and as many portable fans
have been provided to field staff on a trial basis. In
addition, each traffic circle has received around 2,000
bottles of 750 ml water and 900 ORS sachets.

“We have also installed 20-litre water dispensers to
ensure field staff have continuous access to drinking
water during duty hours. Considering the harsh
summer conditions, special arrangements have been
made to safeguard their health and well-being while
working outdoors,” a senior police officer said. The
officer added that a dedicated food van regularly
moves across different locations to supply water
whenever required.

Officials say the initiative aims to ensure that personnel
remain hydrated, protected and physically fit while
carrying out duties on city roads. Officers have also
been advised to take regular breaks and maintain
adequate water intake.

A traffic policeman deployed on the field said the AC
helmet provides considerable relief in the scorching
heat. “It creates a cooling effect around the head by
circulating cool air inside. It is far more comfortable
than wearing a cap outdoors. The helmet weighs
about 200 grams and can be worn continuously for
four to five hours,” he said.Another officer said the
helmets and cooling fans are being tested for
durability, long-term performance and maintenance
before wider deployment.

The national capital’s peak power demand has already
crossed the 8,000 MW mark four times within six
days thereby marking a sharp rise in May 2026
compared to previous years. According to SLDC
data, Delhi’s peak power demand touched 8,439 MW
on May 25

concern for city residents, with
people complaining that rising
petrol rates are now
adding to the financial
pressure already
created by high
electricity bills and
increasing prices of
daily essentials.

Petrol prices in Delhi
were hiked by Rs 2.61
on Monday to Rs
102.12 and diesel by
Rs 2.71 to Rs 95.2,
marking the fourth
fuel hike within just 11 days amid
rising global crude oil concerns
linked to the ongoing Iran conflict.

For many office-goers and families
dependent on private vehicles, the
increase is directly affecting their

Over 2.65L people served in summer through
mobile units, cooling zones: Delhi government

New Delhi.(Agency)

Janakpuri, rues, “The use of air
conditioners and coolers during

summer adds to the electricity bills
anyway. And now fuel prices are
being hiked. Prices of items like
milk and bread have also gone up.
Middle-class families are honestly
getting squeezed from all sides.”

heat.”

Amid the scorching heat, the Delhi She said such initiatives reflect the

government’s mobile heat relief
units and cooling zones have
reportedly emerged as
asource of relief.
With special
arrangements made
across all 13 districts 4
of the national capital
through these zones
for labourers, @
commuters and other |
needy people,
approximately 2.65
lakh people have
benefited.Discussing
the situation, Chief
Minister Rekha Gupta on Monday
said, “During this period of extreme
heat, the government is working on
the ground with full sensitivity so
that no person suffers because of the
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government’s spirit of public
service and humanitarian approach.

The Delhi

Government 1is
continuously monitoring the
situation and relief arrangements
will be further strengthened as
required, she added.

The entire arrangement is being

around two weeks back, filling 40

litres of petrol in my car used to cost
around Rs 3,830. But now that
the price has been hiked four
times in less than two weeks, the
same amount costs me nearly Rs
4,100.”

Adding to that, Krishi Arora,
another city resident, says,
“Another fuel hike in just a few
days feels unreasonable now. If
the prices are to be hiked, they
must be hiked once in a proper
way.”

Meanwhile, Karan Mehta, an EV
car owner, feels, “Owning an EV
feels less stressful now.” Echoing
that, Rhea Anand , another EV car
owner, says, people are considering
switching to EVs as the fuel
situation remains uncertain.

government’s
to uncertain global fuel supplies affecting the
country’s economy.

A communication by the finance department to
various government departments noted that
austerity measures adopted by the Centre and
the Delhi government are designed to curb
unnecessary expenses and address fiscal
imbalances caused, among other factors, by
rising global oil prices and other economic
pressures.

As part of this initiative, domestic travel expenses
must be regulated so that each department stays
within its allocated budget, reflecting the
mandatory 25% reduction compared to the

New Delhi.(Agency)

Days after restricting all official foreign travel for
its personnel—including officers and staff
members—until further notice, the Delhi
government has issued a fresh directive to
reduce the domestic travel expenses of its
officials by 25%. The move is a part the

9, €6

austerity” measures in response

previous financial year, the order said.

operated under the supervision of
the revenue department. Through
mobile heat relief units, relief was
provided to approximately 2.65
lakh people across all 13
districts of Delhi between
May 6 and May 23.
. During this period, around
1 1,13,900 litres of cold
drinking water were
distributed to protect
people from heat and
dehydration. In addition,
more than one lakh ORS
packets were distributed to
help people avoid
heatstroke and
dehydration. To protect
people from the harsh sun, 44,646
gamchas and 30,864 caps were also
distributed.
Each zone has seating arrangements
for 100 people.

Moreover, to promote fiscal discipline and ensure
optimal use of public resources, officers are
required to exercise caution when selecting air
travel classes to remain within budgetary
constraints.
he communication also emphasised that video
conferencing should be effectively utilised for
attending meetings and conferences,
particularly when travel from distant locations
is necessary. However, in cases of official
emergencies, the restrictions may be relaxed
with the approval of the CM or the finance
minister.

The restriction will apply to all departments,
autonomous bodies, local bodies, academies,
boards, corporations, societies, and grantee
institutions under the administrative control of
the Delhi government.

The administrative secretaries or heads of the
departments have been directed by the finance
department to ensure strict compliance with the
instructions.This comes days after the Delhi
government on May 14 launched a 90-day
campaign to build a more self-reliant and
resource-conscious India.As part of the
austerity push, all Delhi government
departments except those engaged in essential
public services have been implementing a two-
day work-from-home system.

After Garib Nagar demolition, Mumbai's
train-window gaze turns towards more slums

New Delhi.(Agency)

Days after bulldozers tore through Garib
Nagar in Mumbai's Bandra East, calls
for more slum demolitions across
Mumbai have only grown louder. As
Western Railway carried out another
demolition drive between Goregaon and
Malad on Monday to reclaim illegally
occupied railway land under Bombay
High Court directions, social media was
flooded with videos shot from local train
windows — of stretches of blue
tarpaulin roofs in Wadala, Kurla, Dadar,
Govandi and beyond.Many users tagged
authorities and demanded that similar
drives be carried out across the city, not
just on railway land but also on BMC
and government-owned plots.

Barely a week after authorities evicted
over 1,500 people from Garib Nagar
from over 400 two-three storey shanties,

Western Railways has reclaimed backed eviction drive by the Western
approximately 1,500 square metres of

vital Railway land in the northern
suburbs of Goregaon and Malad. A
total of 36 hard encroachments and

24 soft encroachments were B

cleared through a coordinated
operation.

When it comes to "urban clean-up" £

drives, there is always a
contradiction at play. The videos

from Garib Nagar struck a nerve ™
not just because many saw the =

demolition as inevitable, but
because they also laid bare the

human cost behind Mumbai's idea of

"order" — a city where slums

uneasily, but dependently.

As the earthmovers reduced homes to
rubble under a Bombay High Court-

homes also unleashed something else
across Mumbeai. It was anger for many,
and a moment of applause for the rest.
skyscrapers have long co-existed, often But perhaps the most revealing videos

and

were shaky phone clips shot from local
trains, zooming into slum clusters along
tracks in Wadala, Dadar and Kurla.

Railway, the demolition of hundreds of

"Next please", the captions read.An X

user, Satish Pandita, said, "Mumbai, a
world city, is reduced to City of Slums.
Have alook at this video [a video taken
from a local train], it is just a fraction
[pointing at the slums in Wadala].
When will Mumbai be free from
slums?"

Referring to Mumbai as “Slumbai",
another person commented on a video
shared by Indian Tech and Infra that
showed sprawling slum clusters across
Mumbai. "When I went to Mumbai, 1
was under the impression that slums
were confined to Dharavi and that the

rest of the city was modern. But slums
are everywhere. I still can't believe the
scale of it. And the sheer size of these
settlements means they cannot simply
be cleared overnight. It would take
decades."
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Arshdeep Singh on social
media clean-up? PBKS
star wipes out over 200
Insta posts

CHENNAL (Agency)

India pacer Arshdeep Singh appears to have
carried out a major social media reset,
deleting most of the content from his
Instagram account amid intense scrutiny and
backlash over his recent online activity.

The left-arm fast bowler’s Instagram profile
saw a dramatic reduction in posts over the
past 24 hours, with his overall count dropping
to just 44. Notably, the majority of the
remaining posts appear to be limited to brand
endorsements and promotional
collaborations, suggesting a deliberate
cleanup of personal and casual content.Social
media storm after controversial clips

The sudden move comes in the aftermath of
multiple controversies that triggered
widespread criticism across social media
platforms.One of the biggest flashpoints
involved a Snapchat video in which Arshdeep
was seen addressing Mumbai Indians batter
Tilak Varma with a racial remark, sparking
outrage among fans. The clip quickly
circulated online, drawing sharp criticism
and calls for accountability.Another video
that generated discussion allegedly showed
his Punjab Kings teammate Yuzvendra
Chahal smoking an e-cigarette during one of
Arshdeep’s video logs. While the clip also
went viral, it added to the growing scrutiny
around the pacer’s social media presence.As
criticism mounted, Arshdeep became the
target of trolling and backlash, with many
users questioning his conduct and judgement
onlie.As of now, his only recent significant
post is one which is captioned saying,"Sabar.
Shukar. Punjab," (Patience. Gratitude.
Punjab).Punjab Kings’ disappointing endThe
social media developments come at a
difficult time professionally as well, with
Punjab Kings enduring a painful end to what
had once looked like a dream IPL
campaign.Punjab began the season in
sensational fashion, putting together an
eight-match winning streak and emerging as
one of the strongest contenders for a play-off
berth.

Samardeep Singh Gill beats
Tajinderpal Singh Toor, clears
CWG shotput mark

\SAMARDEEP MP -
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NEW DELHI. (Agency)

Madhya Pradesh’s Samardeep Singh Gill
delivered the standout performance on the
final day of the National Senior Federation
Competition, upsetting seasoned
campaigner and national record holder
Tajinderpal Singh Toor to clinch gold in the
men’s shot put event on Monday.

Two-time Asian Games champion Toor started
strongly, opening with a throw of 20.07m
and looking poised to control the contest.
However, 25-year-old Gill produced a
decisive effort in his fourth attempt, sending
the shot to 20.46m to move ahead of the
experienced Punjab thrower.

Toor, who holds the national record of 21.77m,
attempted to respond but could not find the
required distance, with his final throw
measuring 20.06m. Gill’s winning effort not
only secured him the top spot on the podium
but also saw him breach the Athletics
Federation of India’s Commonwealth
Games qualifying standard of 20.36m for
Glasgow.The men’s 400m hurdles also
produced encouraging results, with two
athletes crossing the CWG qualification
mark. Karnataka’s Yashas P claimed gold
with an impressive time of 49.00 seconds,
while Santhosh Kumar T of NCOE
Trivandrum finished a close second in 49.06
seconds. Both performances were good
enough to meet the required standard.

In the men’s javelin throw, Maharashtra’s
Shivam Lohakare continued to underline his
potential with a gold medal-winning throw
of 81.71m. While it was enough to secure
first place, he narrowly missed the
Commonwealth Games qualification mark
of 82.61m.The final day of competition
offered a glimpse of India’s growing depth
in athletics, with several emerging names
making a strong case for bigger stages
ahead.

Full Results

Men: 200m: Animesh Kujur (Odisha) 20.64
secs, Jishu Prasad (Kerala) 20.98 secs,
Abhay Singh (Reliance) 21.01 secs.

5,000m: Shivaji Parashuram (Karnataka)
14:14.43 secs, Vinod Singh (Madhya
Pradesh) 14:15.50 secs, Deepak Bhatt
(Uttarakhand) 14:17.72 secs.

JioStar's Uday Shankar issued a blunt
reality check to cricket administrators,

warning that bilateral cricket faces a

pricing crisis due to audience burnout

and a lack of market competition.

New Delhi. (Agency)

If you did not think franchise cricket was

taking over, there might be all the more
reason to believe it might be the case. The
vice-chairperson of JioStar, the leading
broadcaster for cricket in India, has now
questioned cricket's decision-makers on why
they should be investing in bilateral cricket,
especially ones that do not involve high-
profile teams.In an interview with Variety,
Uday Shankar gave cricket administrators a
blunt reality check about how they price their
media packages, arguing that sports bodies
are on the verge of pricing themselves out of
their most profitable market."Why should
you really expect JioStar to pay the same

SPORTS

value for a match between India and
Afghanistan, India and Bangladesh, or
India and Sri Lanka that I pay for a match
between India and England or India and
Australia?" Shankar asked, signalling a
massive shift in how media companies
calculate their investments.The warning
comes as the aggressive bidding wars that
historically bloated the value of cricket
broadcasting rights finally begin to cool
down. Broadcasters are no longer willing to
absorb flat-rate premium fees for lesser-
watched bilateral tours, choosing instead to
focus on long-term profitability and viewer
data. Historically, media giants engaged in
fierce, multi-way tug-of-wars, overpaying
for content simply to block rivals from
gaining a foothold in the market. Today, that
defensive corporate spending is being
replaced by strict fiscal discipline.

Furthermore, the industry dynamics that drove

the historic 2022 price surge are highly
unlikely to repeat. The mega-merger of
Viacom18 and Disney’s Indian operations
into JioStar has effectively removed the
primary source of competitive tension from
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Why pay the same for IND vs AFG and IND vs
AUS? Bilateral cricket gets a reality-check

the market. With the biggest bidding rivals Cricket boards have attempted to generate

now operating under the same umbrella, the
aggressive auction wars that previously
bloated cricket rights are officially a thing of

higher total revenues by bloating the
calendar, but an expanded match schedule
only dilutes individual game value.

the past.

The Dilution of Per-Match Value

Adding to the friction is an impending
stagnation in future media rights. Projections
reportedly indicate that the next broadcast
cycle post-2027 will hold flat at around 5.4
billion US Dollars. While this technically
matches the current deal's headline value at
current exchange rates, it actually represents
a 13 percent decline on a per-match basis.

La Monf's last dance: Gael Monfils bids
emotional first-round adieu to Roland Garros

New Delhi. (Agency)
The curtain fell on a true icon of French

unique bond with the fans that tennis will
struggle to ever replace.

tennis, and it went down exactly the way he LOST THE GAME, ENDED UP WINNING

lived his entire career: with pure

HEARTS

showmanship, raw emotion, and an That has always been the definitive story of
Gael Monfils, and his final bow at Roland

absolute refusal to go quietly.
Playing in his 19th and final Roland
Garros before his retirement at the
end of the 2026 season, Gael "La
Monf" Monfils turned back the
clock one last time on Court
Philippe-Chatrier. Down two sets to
his 25-year-old countryman Hugo
Gaston, the 39-year-old veteran dug
deep into his magical reserves.
Pumping his fist towards his wife,
Elina Svitolina, and riding an
electric wave of chants from the
Parisian crowd, Monfils clawed his
way back to force a deciding fifth set. While
the fairy tale ended in a heartbreaking 6-2,
6-3,3-6,2-6, 6-0 defeat as his physical tank
hit empty, Monfils left the clay with his
head held incredibly high, leaving behind a
legacy of joy, acrobatic brilliance, and a

Garros was no different. The heartbreaking
scoreline of his gruelling five-set defeat was
instantly eclipsed by a thunderous standing
ovation. Past midnight on Court Philippe-
Chatrier, thousands of fans stayed in their
seats for an emotional farewell ceremony.

Taking the microphone, Monfils looked up
at the stands with visible goosebumps,
expressing how the unique and powerful
connection he built with the Parisian crowd
over two decades gave him chills every
single year, thanking them from the bottom
of his heart.The most profoundly
moving moment of his speech came
when he turned to his wife, Ukrainian
tennis star Elina Svitolina, who was
watching through tears. Just days
earlier, Svitolina had published a
touching letter to their daughter Skai,
calling Gael the ultimate magician who
taught her that life is about the feelings
you inspire rather than the numbers on
a scoreboard. Holding the microphone,
Monfils bared his heart to her in front of
the stadium:

“I would like to thank my wife because,

without her, I maybe wouldn't still be here
tonight. We've been together 8 beautiful
years. You have supported me, raised me,
loved me, and you gave me the greatest gift
for our daughter. Ilove you."

FIFA World Cup 2026: Mexican President says 'no

issue’ hosting Iran team after US declines

Iran's team will now stay in
Tijuana, near the US border,
while continuing to play its
matches in the United States
during the tournament, which

will be jointly hosted by the US,

Mexico and Canada.

NEW DELHI. (Agency)

Mexican President Claudia Sheinbaum on
Monday said her country has "no issue"
hosting Iran's national football team during
the FIFA World Cup 2026 after the side
shifted its training base from the United
States to Mexico amid ongoing geopolitical
tensions.Speaking at a press conference,
Sheinbaum revealed that FIFA had

approached Mexico after the United States
authorities said they did not want Iran
staying in the country throughout the June

11-July 19 competition, even though Iran is
scheduled to play three Group G matches
there.Iran's team will now stay in Tijuana,
near the US border, while continuing to
play its FIFA World Cup 2026 matches in
the United States during the tournament,
which will be jointly hosted b the US,
Mexico and Canada."The United States

doesn't want the Iranian national team to
stay overnight in the United States,"
Sheinbaum told reporters on Monday, as
per ESPN.

According to the Mexican president, FIFA

representative then asked Mexican
authorities, "Can they stay overnight in
Mexico?""And we said, 'Yes, no problem.
We have no issue with that," she added.

Iran's football federation had earlier

announced that the team's planned base in
Tucson, Arizona, had been shifted to
Tijuana due to the prevailing situation
involving Iran, the United States and Israel.

FIFA later confirmed the change in the team's

base camp arrangements.Iran side will face
New Zealand in Inglewood, California, on
June 15, Belgium on June 21 at the same
venue, and Egypt in Seattle on June 26.

Sheinbaum said Mexico was continuing to

work closely with FIFA to finalise
operational and logistical arrangements
ahead of the tournament.

The FIFA World Cup 2026 will be the first

edition of the tournament to feature 48
teams.

Broadcasters are realising that running more
inventory does not nearly translate into more
advertisement dollars, especially when the
quality of that inventory is compromised by
low-profile fixtures.

The Viewer's Perspective

Compounding the crisis for cricket
administrators is growing viewer saturation.
The cricket calendar is relentlessly packed; a
home men's T20 World Cup is a massive
event on its own, but it must now compete for
mental bandwidth with a sprawling IPL
season. This non-stop barrage of premium
tournaments leaves fans with no room to
breathe, completely eroding the novelty of
the sport. When high-stakes World Cups and
marquee franchise leagues run concurrently,
low-profile bilateral series simply become
background noise. Viewers are burnt out, and
broadcasters are realising they cannot
monetise an audience that is actively tuning
out.

Yash Dayal breaks silence
after missing IPL 2026,
refutes RCB's statement

»
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New Delhi. (Agency)

Yash Dayal has finally broken his silence over his

absence from the ongoing IPL 2026 season,
publicly contradicting the explanation earlier
offered by Royal Challengers Bengaluru
Director of Cricket Mo Bobat. The left-arm
pacer, who played a crucial role in RCB’s
maiden IPL title-winning campaign in 2025,
said that opting out of the tournament was not
his personal decision.

Speaking on the Talk with Manvendra podcast,

the 28-year-old revealed that the decision to
stay away from IPL 2026 was taken by the
authorities and not by him individually. Dayal
also admitted that watching RCB matches from
home has been emotionally challenging,
adding that he misses being around the team
and the dressing room atmosphere.

"Obviously, if you are sitting outside. When I

watch them on television, sometimes I just get
up. But then it is my team, and they haven't
removed me. They kept me on the retain list and
didn't get me a replacement. They probably
think that I am an important part,” Dayal
said.“The other thing is that my opting out of
this season wasn't my personal decision. The
statement could be controversial, but the
decision is always made by the authority. [ don't
know what was the reason was behind RCB's
decision. I miss them a lot. I don't know if the
team misses me, the fans will say that," Dayal
added.

WHAT RCB HAD SAID ON YASH DAYAL?
Before the season began, Mo Bobat confirmed

that Yash Dayal would miss the tournament,
while reiterating that Royal Challengers
Bengaluru continued to support the left-arm
pacer and had retained him despite the
circumstances. Bobat described the matter as
personal and emphasised that Dayal remained
under contract with the Bengaluru-based
franchise."So, just to confirm that Yash will not
be joining up with the squad. As you know, he is
going through a personal situation currently,
and just to clarify, we've been very supportive
of Yash to date and that's reflected in the fact
that we retained him when we had the
opportunity to either retain or release players.

Singapore Open 2026 live streaming, draw: PV
Sindhu, Lakshya Sen lead India's campaign

«India enter the Singapore Open
2026 with a blend of proven stars
and emerging prospects aiming to
make an impact on the BWF World
Tour. The tournament offers both a

test of resilience and an opportunity

to reset momentum ahead of a
packed season.

Las Vegas. (Agency)

India’s badminton contingent enters the 2026

Singapore Open with renewed focus on
ending title droughts and finding consistency
as the prestigious Super 750 event begins on
Tuesday. Led by Lakshya Sen and PV
Sindhu, the Indian squad features a strong
mix of experienced names and emerging
talents across singles and doubles, all aiming

to make a mark at one of the season’s key
stops on the BWF World Tour.

The tournament arrives at a crucial juncture in
the calendar, where players are not only
competing for ranking points and prize
money but also building momentum ahead
of the second half of the season. For India, it
represents both an opportunity and a test -
opportunity to convert potential into podium
finishes, and a test of resilience after a mixed
run of results marked by injuries, early exits,
and occasional flashes of promise from the
younger crop.Lakshya-Sindhu lead India’s
push forrevival

Reigning Commonwealth Games champion

Lakshya Sen will spearhead the men’s
singles challenge as he looks to bounce back
from a disappointing first-round exit last
week at the Malaysian Masters. The Indian
shuttler, who claimed the Australia Open title
last November and finished runner-up at the
All England earlier this year, has shown
glimpses of top form but will be aiming for
greater consistency. He opens his campaign

against China’s Lu Guang Zu in what is
expected to be a stern early test.In women’s
singles, two-time Olympic medallist PV
Sindhu begins her campaign against
Indonesia’s fifth seed Putri Kusuma

Wardani. Sindhu has endured a challenging
phase following injury setbacks in 2025,
which have disrupted her rhythm and led to
inconsistent results on the BWF World Tour.
However, her quarterfinal finish at the
Thailand Open suggested signs of a gradual

return to form, and she will be looking to
build on that momentum in Singapore.
Young Indian shuttler Ayush Shetty continues
to attract attention after a breakout season
that included a runner-up finish at the Asian
Championships and a key role in India’s
bronze medal-winning Thomas Cup
campaign. He faces Canada’s Victor Lai,
last year’s World Championships bronze
medallist, in a tough opening-round
contest that will test his rising credentials
at the elite level. The spotlight will also be
on India’s seasoned campaigners,
Kidambi Srikanth and HS Prannoy, both
of whom are aiming to rediscover
consistency at 33. Srikanth, a former
world No. 1, faces a familiar opponent in
Loh Kean Yew, the 2021 world champion,
in a rematch of their recent Thailand Open
encounter, which the Indian won. Prannoy,
meanwhile, has been handed a difficult
opener against Indonesia’s Jonatan Christie,
a match that will demand peak performance
from the experienced Indian.




New Delhi,Wednesday, 27 May 2026

Tata Sons board meeting
begins, leadership in focus

Mumbai.(Agency)
The board meeting of Tata Sons began on Tuesday
amid heightened focus on the leadership and

financial performance of several loss-making group
companies. Members of the Tata Sons board were
seen arriving at Bombay House ahead of the
meeting.Discussions are likely to centre around the
performance of the conglomerate’s loss-making
businesses and their future strategy.Moreover,
individual companies are expected to make
presentations on the state of their operations and the
roadmap ahead.The meeting comes amid growing
friction within the Tata group over the financial
performance of some of its newer ventures.

Tata Sons Chairman N Chandrasekaran and Tata
Trusts Chairman Noel Tata -- who is also a nominee
director on the Tata Sons board -- met over the
weekend to discuss the performance of group
companies.The board meeting also comes days after
the Maharashtra State Charity Commissioner
directed Tata Trusts to defer a key board meeting
following complaints alleging violations in the
composition of the board of trustees of Sir Ratan
Tata Trust (SRTT).Tata Trusts had said the order
was ex parte in nature and applied only to SRTT.
The trust said the directions issued by the Charity
Commissioner were being examined.The earlier
meetings of Sir Dorabji Tata Trust (SDTT) and

SRTT, originally scheduled for May 8, were later
deferred to May 16 amid legal challenges and
governance-related deliberations.The meetings
were expected to discuss issues related to Tata Sons,
including a possible listing of the company, the
reappointment of Chairman N Chandrasekaran and
the role of certain nominee directors.

Rupee is falling but is it
alarming?

Kolkata .(Agency)

Should we worry about the falling rupee? The
situation looks concerning but not a crisis, provided
GDP growth, investment, and external buffers
remain sound. India’s GDP growth remains the
fastest among major economies of the world. The
external buffer in terms of forex reserves is the fourth
highest in the world. Private investment has
increased. NIPFP’s FY26 note says aggregate
investment growth rose 9.4% in Q4 FY25 after 6.2%
in the previous three quarters.However, it also
mentions that private investor sentiment will remain
muted in FY26. The muted response and uncertainty
exist for almost all countries except the US, which is
forcing capital to flow there. Tech disruption
coupled with wars has added to the challenges. So
why is the rupee falling?

HISTORICAL CONTEXT

Historically, international trade has been known to
create prosperity. However, there have been periods
of protectionism. For instance, the Smoot-Hawley
Act (1930) in the US and global retaliation led to the
Great Depression of the 1930s. This was followed by
the era of import substitution from 1950-70. Efforts
were later made through the General Agreement on
Tariffs and Trade (GATT) to enhance global trade
and improve resource allocation and market
access.The Uruguay Round negotiations (1986—94)
led to GATT being replaced by the World Trade
Organisation (WTQO), established on January 1,
1995. This reflected a global resolve to increase
international trade for better utilisation of resources
and broader market access, creating prosperity for
the world.Countries like China and India were
capital-scarce and opened their doors to foreign
direct investment (FDI). The IMF advised
developing countries to open up to FDI and trade.
Rich countries invested in poorer ones. Ironically,
higher FDI inflows became an indicator of economic
strength, even for developing economies.

Oil jumps as US strikes in
Iran unsettle markets
despite deal talks

New Delhi.(Agency)

Brent crude futures rose nearly 2% in early Asian trade
on Tuesday after the U.S. military carried out strikes
in southern Iran in what it described as defensive
actions, keeping markets on edge as a deal to end the
war eludes both sides.

Brent futures climbed $1.40, or 1.5%, to $97.56 a barrel
as of 5:30 AM, after settling 7% lower in the previous
session.US West Texas Intermediate crude fetched
$91.25, up slightly from Monday's last traded price
but down $5.30, or 5.5% from Friday's close. There
was no settlement on Monday due to the US
Memorial Day holiday.The US Central Command
said it carried out strikes on targets in southern Iran
including boats attempting to lay mines and missile
launch sites, adding they were designed "to protect
our troops from threats posed by Iranian forces."

Iranian media had reported on Monday that explosions
were heard in Iran’s Bandar Abbas and nearby coastal
areas along the Strait of Hormuz.Tehran has
effectively halted nearly all non-Iranian shipping into
and out of the Gulf since the war began, choking off
about a fifth of global oil and gas flows and driving
prices up by 50% or more.Iran's top negotiator and its
foreign minister were in Doha on Monday for talks
with Qatar's prime minister on a potential deal with
the U.S. to end the three-month-old war.Both
Washington and Tehran said they have made progress
on a memorandum of understanding that would halt
the war and give negotiators 60 days to reach a final
deal.Earlier, Nikkei reported, citing a Middle East
diplomatic source, that Iran would clear mines from
the strait within a 30day window under the
agreement, after which vessels from all countries
could navigate freely and safely, with Tehran also
ending transit fee collection."Traders are betting
heavily that a breakthrough will finally free up the
long-paralysed tankers stuck in and around the Strait
of Hormuz," said Tim Waterer, chief market analyst at
KCM Trade.Ship-tracking data showed that three
liquefied natural gas tankers passed through the strait
in recent days, heading to Pakistan, China and India,
along with a supertanker carrying Iraqi crude to China
after being stranded for nearly three months.

BUSINESS
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India’s real estate demand outpaces
institutional investments: Report

Real estate-focused alternative investment
funds recorded USD 14.5 billion in capital
commitments between 2021 and 2025,
but only USD 7.9 billion has been raised

and USD 5.7 billion deployed, the report
from Knight Frank India said.

New Delhi,.(Agency)
Strong occupier demand in India’s real
estate market is increasingly outpacing
institutional capital deployment, creating
a widening supply gap despite an
estimated USD 2.3 billion available as
dry powder for future investments, a
report said on Tuesday. Real estate-
focused alternative investment funds
recorded USD 14.5 billion in capital
commitments between 2021 and 2025,
but only USD 7.9 billion has been raised
and USD 5.7 billion deployed, the report
from Knight Frank India said.The pace of
institutional capital deployment remains

insufficient to support supply creation,
resulting in a widening gap between
demand and future supply
requirements.Ongoing
capitalisation rates (cap rate)
across major asset classes
range between 2.60 per cent
and 7.75 per cent, depending
on asset type, risk profile and
income stability.

Office assets remain a preferred
segment for institutional
capital, supported by stable
income visibility with cap rates
of 7.25 per cent to 7.75 per cent,
marginally above the 10-year
Government of India bond yield
ofaround 6.6 per cent

If the entire USD 2.3 billion of
available dry powder were deployed
solely to office development, it could
create roughly 12.2 million square feet of
new supply, meeting about 14 per cent of
India’s annual office demand of 86.4
million square feet recorded in 2025.

Apart from underscoring the growing gap

between occupier demand and
institutional capital availability, the
funding data also indicates the

opportunity that domestic and global
capital have in India.

"The real opportunity, therefore, lies in
bridging the capital gap...This imbalance
is what makes India one of the most
compelling real estate investment
opportunities globally. Strong occupier

demand, improving transparency, and

maturing investment structures are

creating the foundation for long-term,
institutional-grade growth,” said
Shishir Baijal, International
Partner, Managing Director and
Chairman, Knight Frank
India.The report noted that
India’s top eight office markets
recorded 307.7 million square
feet of transactions over the last
five years, significantly higher
than 236.1 million square feet of
supply delivered in the same
period.

Consequently, the market has
transitioned into a demand-led
cycle, with the supply-to-
demand ratio declining from
1.40x in 2008 to 0.63x in 2025,

the lowest level recorded to date.A
similar pattern is emerging in the
warehousing sector, highlighting the
challenge for Indian real estate
increasingly linked to capital availability
rather than occupier demand.

India's Al market may cross $500 billion,
reshape office demand: Report

New Delhi.(Agency)

India’s artificial intelligence (AI) market

is expected to surge more than 50-fold
from over $9 billion currently to
upwards of $500 billion in the coming
decades, positioning the country as a
major driver of office demand
and workplace transformation in
the Asia Pacific region,
according to a report released on
Tuesday. The report by Colliers |
India highlighted that Al-enabled
workforces, demographic shifts,
energy security, climate risks and
changing global economic
dynamics are reshaping office
market strategies globally.India
is emerging as a key Al and talent
hub due to rapid digitalisation,
rising adoption of Al
technologies, strong government
support and a large skilled
workforce, it said.It further showed that
India adds 2-3 million STEM graduates
annually, accounting for nearly one-
third of the global skilled talent
pool.With a median age of around 29

NCR, Chennai, Mumbai and Pune rank

years and a population exceeding 1.4
billion, the nation is well positioned to
benefit from its demographic advantage
as developed ecoomies face shrinking
talent pools.Moreover, major cities
such as Bengaluru, Hyderabad, Delhi-

among the top technology talent
acquisition markets in the APAC
region.“India will continue to remain a
preferred destination for global firms
owing to competitive rentals, relatively

lower cost of living and availability of a

large and relatively younger talent

pool,” said Arpit Mehrotra, Managing

Director, Office Services, India,

Colliers.The report noted that the

continued expansion of global

capability centres (GCCs), especially in
areas such as artificial
intelligence, machine
learning, engineering and
cloud computing, is expected
to further strengthen office
leasing demand in the
country.On the sustainability
front, Colliers said green-
certified buildings currently
account for nearly two-thirds
of India’s Grade A office
stock.

In addition the country has
more than 420 million square
feet of Grade A office

buildings that are over 10 years old and

hold retrofitting potential, representing
an investment opportunity of over $5
billion, the report said.

LIC 1:1 bonus issue: What is
the ex-date to buy shares?

Mumbai.(Agency)

Government-owned Life Insurance
Corporation (LIC) has fixed May 29 as
the record date for its 1:1 bonus issue.
The deemed date of allotment of bonus
equity shares will be June 1, 2026. The
record & ex-date is 29 May 2026. As
per the T+1 settlement cycle,
investors' shares must be credited into
their demat accounts by the record
date i.e 27 May 2026.Since stock
market are closed on account of Bakri
Eid on May 28, the ex-date and record
date have both been set for 29 May
2026

LIC final dividend The LIC board
recommended final dividend of Rs 10
per equity share of Rs 10 each
(equivalent to Rs 20 per equity share
pre-bonus issue basis). The record date
for determining the eligibility of the
investors for the dividend's payout is
June 25. LIC Q4 income

LIC has reported a 723 percent growth in

its consolidated net profit at Rs 23,467
crore in the fourth quarter of the
financial year 2025-26, compared with
Rs 19,039 crore in the same period of
the previous year.

The life insurance giant's net premium

income surged by 12 percent to Rs 1.65
lakh crore as compared with Rs 1.48
lakh crore last year. LIC said that the
growth is driven by growth across
renewal and single premium segments.
LIC said that the first year premium

posted a growth of 17 percent during
the January and March quarter. Income
stood at Rs 13,009 crore vis-a-vis Rs
11,103 crore income in the same period
of the previous year. LIC added that
renewal premium income rose 14
percent to Rs 82,233 crore in the
quarter from Rs 79,425 crore in
the same period last year.
Income from investments, a key
earnings driver for LIC, shot up
to Rs 1.09 lakh crore during the
fourth quarter compared with
Rs 93,443 crore in the
corresponding quarter last year,
which represents a robust
growth of around 17 per
cent.LIC reported total surplus
of Rs 89,058 crore during the quarter
compared with Rs 77,053 crore a year
earlier. Surplus after share of profit
from associates and minority interest
stood at Rs 24,964 crore compared with

PNG holders can't retain
domestic LPG connection --
Check latest govt order

New Delhi.(Agency)

The government has prohibited households with
piped natural gas (PNG) connections from
refilling liquefied petroleum gas (LPG) cylinders
with immediate effect. In a notification on
Monday, the government announced it has
amended the LPG amendment order to facilitate
consumers opting for PNG connections. "The
Government of India has notified the Liquefied
Petroleum Gas (Regulation of Supply and
Distribution) Amendment Order, 2026, on 25th
May, 2026.The amendment aims to provide
additional relaxation and convenience to
domestic LPG consumers who subsequently
obtain Piped Natural Gas (PNG) connections," a
notification said.According to the notification,
LPG consumers with PNG connections will get
option for transfer voucher for future restoration
of LPG connection in non-PNG areas. Under the
amended provisions, LPG consumers who have
PNG connections as well may "apply for
termination of the LPG connection within 30 days
of obtaining PNG connection or transfer voucher
for future restoration of LPG connection in a non-
PNG area.""This amendment provides
significant relief and flexibility to consumers who
may subsequently shift to areas where PNG
infrastructure may not be feasible," the
notification said. "The provision is particularly
beneficial for transferable employees, migrant
households, tenants, students, and/or families
shifting to non-PNG areas," the notification said.

The government had last month prohibited
households with PNG connections from keeping
or acquiring subsidised domestic LPG
connections. In a notification issued on March 14,
the Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas
amended the Liquefied Petroleum Gas
(Regulation of Supply and Distribution) Order,
2000, under the Essential Commodities Act,
making it mandatory for consumers with PNG
connections to surrender their domestic LPG
connections.The amended order also forbids
government oil companies and their distributors
from providing domestic LPG connections or
refilling cylinders for consumers who already
have a PNG connection.Any person having both a
PNG connection and domestic LPG connection
cannot retain a domestic LPG connection and will
be required to immediately surrender their
domestic LPG connection.The government last
month issued an order which said, "No person
having a piped natural gas (PNG) connection and
also having a domestic LPG connection shall
retain a domestic LPG connection, or take refills
of domestic LPG cylinders from any Government
oil company, or through their distributors.

Rs 20,271 crore ayear ago.

How does fuel price revision impact small businesses?

Domestic petrol and diesel prices
have increased by 22% and 27%
respectively, remaining lower than
global levels, said Joint Secretary
in the Ministry of Petroleum, Sujata
Sharma.

New Delhi.(Agency)

Petrol and diesel prices have seen fourth
increase over the last 10 days. Oil
marketing companies have raised the
price of petrol by Rs 2.61 a litre and that of
diesel by Rs 2.71 per litre in the recent
round, taking the cumulative rise in petrol
and diesel prices to nearly Rs 7.50 a litre
after daily revisions resumed following a
prolonged freeze.Joint Secretary in the
Ministry of Petroleum, Sujata Sharma has
said that as compared to global level, the
price increase is in the range of 22 percent
for motor spirit (petrol) and 27 percent for
high-speed diesel (HSD).She also added
that in India, the hike is much less. For
petrol, itis 7.7 percent and 8.6 per cent for
HSD. Sharma pointed out that even after
taking all these steps, the oil companies
were piling up losses of Rs 1,000 crore a
day.

"After the price rise, it has reduced, but it is
still slightly less than Rs 600 crore per
day. The government has reduced excise
duty on petrol and diesel by Rs 10 per
litre, resulting in a revenue impact of Rs
14,000 crore," she said.

Impact on small businesses

Meanwhile, due to the narrow profit E

margins and small financial
buffers, small businesses are |
disproportionately affected by an
increase in fuel price. Smaller
businesses also suffer from a
double hit of skyrocketing daily
operating costs and a
corresponding decline in consumer
demand. Tight pricing models are
typical of small businesses. The
cost to manufacture, package and
ship items increases dramatically
when fuel prices rise. This leads
business owners to make impossible
choices.

Suraj Mehta, Chief Strategy Officer,
Hindusthan National Glass and Industries
Limited (HNGIL) told Zee Media, "The
sharp rise in fuel costs over recent months
has fed directly into the FMCG
production cycle, and the pressure is most
acute at the packaging layer just as the
peak summer demand season begins.
Energy costs have surged 35 to 40

percent, and at the peak of the disruption
our industrial LPG allocation had fallen to
around 20 percent." Our furnaces operate
continuously at 1,400 to 1,500 degrees
Celsius, and even a brief interruption in
fuel supply creates serious safety risks

‘\' f'\‘
alongside immediate cost escalation.
Glass packaging sits at the heart of the
FMCG supply chain, and any squeeze on
bottle availability ripples quickly into
downstream output. We have taken a
conscious call not to prioritise
profitability in this period. We are
absorbing 50 percent of the cost increase
and have capped price hikes at 10 to 12
percent to protect our customers. We have
also expanded our fuel buffer from 10
days to 25 days and are accelerating the

shift to piped natural gas, with pipeline
connectivity now a key priority for stable
and cleaner operations," Mehta added.

"The escalating volatility and sustained rise

in global fuel prices represent a critical

macroeconomic pressure point,
disproportionately impacting
the small business sector.
Unlike larger enterprises with
substantial capital reserves
and diversified supply chains,
SMEs possess limited
capacity to absorb sudden
overhead inflation," Shankar
Kumar, Founder & CEO of
EZ Compliance told Zee
Media.

Because fuel is a foundational
input, price spikes trigger an
immediate, compounding
effect across operations.

“Direct logistics, freight, and distribution

costs surge overnight, while secondary
inflationary pressures compress the
margins on raw materials. Consequently,
small business owners face a precarious
strategic dilemma: absorb the mounting
operational costs at the expense of their
baseline profitability and growth capital,
or pass those expenses onto an already
price-sensitive consumer base, risking
customer attrition," he added.
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Ranveer Singh Faces Boycott From

FWICE Amid Don 3 Dispute, Future
Projects To Be Stalled?

Halkul
Preet Singh

Wants To Do "Meaty, Meaningtul Roles’;
Says 'I Don't Want To Be Repetitive'

akul Preet Singh is currently enjoying the success of her

recently released film Pati Patni Aur Woh Do, which

tarred her opposite Ayushmann Khurrana alongside Sara

Ali Khan and Wamiqa Gabbi. As the film continues to enjoy a

good run at the box office, Rakul recently opened up about the

kind of cinema and characters she now wants to explore moving
forward.Rakul is not someone who does movies just for the heck

of it; rather, she wishes to portray roles that leave an impact.
Rakul Preet Singh doesn’t want to be repetitive in the kind of roles

she picks. In an interview with Femina, the actress candidly
shared, “I want to do meaty, meaningful roles, and I want to
challenge myself with every film. I don’t want to be repetitive or do
films just for the sake of
doing them. Every role I
take up should leave
some kind of impact, and I
| think that’s where I am

he actress further revealed
the genres she deeply wishes
to explore in the future.
Talking about her dream
project, Rakul said, “I’d love to
do a historical or a proper love
story. Those are two genres |
haven’treally explored yet."
Rakul Preet Singh is overwhelmed
with gratitude following the
positive response to Pati Patni Aur Woh
Do. Taking to her Instagram handle, Rakul
recently shared a video in which she was
seen visiting a theatre with Ayushmann
Khurrana and Sara Ali Khan. The
actress thanked fans for their love.
“Heart is so full seeing all of you
laughing, smiling, and enjoying our
film. We truly made this one for
families, and nothing makes us
happier than seeing you all give it
so much love. Toh aaiye aur
dekhiye humari film... bhai, behen, bacche, buzurg, pati, patni...
bhi. Arre woh do matlab apne do bacchon ke saath! Lots of love," read the
|caption.
eanwhile, reviews for the new film have been mixed. CNN-Newsl8
Showsha gave the film 3.5 stars in its review, which read, “At 1 hour and 57
inutes, Pati Patni Aur Woh Do is like a ride at a local fair — nothing too
snazzy and expensive but still fun, for the most part. And then there are the
histrionics. This is a film that thrives on excess — excess pandemonium,
excess coincidences, excess screaming, excess melodrama and, at times,
excess confidence in its own absurdity."

)

aur woh do

i

Juhi Chawla's

Son Arjun Mehta Graduates From Columbia,
Joins Elite Phi Beta Kappa Society

uhi Chawla is beaming with pride as her son Arjun Mehta recently graduated from Columbia
University. The actor shared glimpses from the convocation ceremony on Instagram, where
she was joined by her husband Jay Mehta and daughter Jahnavi Mehta.

Juhi Chawla Shares Pictures From Son Arjun’s Convocation

In one of the pictures, Juhi is seen posing with Arjun, who wore Columbia University’s
signature light-blue graduation robe and cap along with a tie. Another video showed Arjun
joyfully throwing his cap in the air with his batchmates, while one of the pictures captured him
receiving his degree on stage from the dean and professors.Sharing the happy moment, Juhi
wrote, “Columbia 26 anddd initiated into the elite Phi Beta Kappa Society ... many

“ (1] lllllllll ”“' H = congratulationsssss Arjunnn!! Chalo

... abchutti.” o
For those unaware, the Phi Beta Kappa

Society is among the oldest and most

respected academic honour societies in the
United States. Founded at the College of
= William & Mary in 1776, it recognises
exceptional academic achievement in the
liberal arts and sciences and is offered to
o | students with outstanding grades and

academic excellence.
- m Juhi Chawla’s Daughter Jahnavi Also
Graduated From Columbia

This is not the first time the Chawla-Mehta family has celebrated a Columbia University graduation. In
2023, Juhi’s daughter Jahnavi Mehta also graduated from the university.

Juhi has previously spoken about her children and their relationship with her film career. The actor once
revealed that Jahnavi and Arjun are rather embarrassed to watch her films, especially her older romantic
roles.

Speaking to The Times of India in 2020, Juhi shared that her husband Jay Mehta had once encouraged their
children to watch Hum Hain Rahi Pyaar Ke. However, Arjun asked whether the film had romance in it.
When Juhi told him it was a romantic comedy, he refused to watch it.She recalled, “Actually, they are very
embarrassed to see my films, especially the earlier ones. <

\

o

\

Makers,

Employees (FWICE) has announced a non-

Cooperation Directive (NCD) against
Bollywood actor Ranveer Singh after Farhan
Akhtar raised a grievance against the
‘Dhurandhar’ actor following his exit from “Don
3

I \ilm body Federation of Western India Cine

FWICE issued a statement saying, “Considering the

conduct displayed towards the Federation and the
stakeholders associated with the project, the
office bearers of FWICE have resolved to issue a
Non-Cooperation Directive (NCD) against Mr
Ranveer Singh.”

They went on to add, “FWICE remains open to

meeting with Mr Ranveer Singh to hear his side of
the matter and to take the issue forward towards
arriving at an amicable and final resolution in the
interest of both parties."

Ranveer was roped in as the lead for the third

instalment in the popular ‘Don’ franchise.
However, he later decided to drop out of the
project, just a few days before the film was
expected to go on the floor.

Farhan Akhtar and Ritesh Sidhwani,
informed FWICE that they have faced a loss of
approximately Rs 45 crore towards the pre-
production.After Farhan complained to FWICE,
they issued several communications to Ranveer
asking him to appear before the Federation.

Finally responding to FWICE, Ranveer stated that

“FWICE would not be the appropriate forum for
the complainants to raise their grievances and
further stated that the issues raised were
contractual in nature and would require
adjudication before the appropriate legal forum."

In the meantime, it was previously reported that

Ranveer had offered to return his signing amount
of Rs 10 crore to Excel Entertainment, and in
order to make up for the pre-production amount
lost by the banner, he had also reportedly offered a
stake in his next film, titled “Pralay" for now.

Varun Dhawan Reacts As Fan Dances
For GF During Main Tera Hero Re-

Release:

'WTF s Going’

arun Dhawan’s Main Tera Hero has
returned to theatres as part of the David

Dhawan Film Festival, which is
celebrating the filmmaker’s legacy by bringing
some of his popular entertainers back to the big
screen. The 2014 comedy, directed by David
Dhawan, featured Varun in one of his early
massy comic roles alongside Ileana D’Cruz,
Nargis Fakhri, Arunoday Singh, Anupam Kher,
Rajpal Yadav and Shakti Kapoor.

Varun Dhawan Reacts To Viral Main Tera

Hero Theatre Video

As the film returned to cinemas, several videos

from screenings began circulating on social
media. One particular clip caught everyone’s
attention, showing a young man turning the
theatre into his own Bollywood stage as he
danced for his girlfriend while Palat played on
screen.The moment quickly went viral, with
many users calling it a full filmy main-character
moment. The video also reached Varun Dhawan,
who reshared it on his Instagram
Stories.Reacting to the clip, Varun wrote, “Hai
Jawani Toh Ishq Hona Hai is releasing on June 5,
but why is my algo filled with this. Very
humbled.”

In another Instagram Story, while sharing yet

another video from the screenings, the actor
hilariously wrote, “Wtfis going."

About Main Tera Hero
Main Tera Hero released in 2014 and marked one

of Varun Dhawan’s early collaborations with his
father David Dhawan. The film, known for its
slapstick humour, colourful songs and loud
comic energy, became a popular commercial
entertainer at the time.

Its theatrical return as part of the David Dhawan

Film Festival has now introduced the film’s
playful energy to another round of audiences,
with social media turning some of the
screenings into viral moments.

Varun Dhawan’s Upcoming Film
Meanwhile, Varun is gearing up for the release of

Hai Jawani Toh Ishq Hona Hai, also directed by
David Dhawan. The romantic comedy is
scheduled to release in theatres on June 5.
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Recipe: Thai

Did you know that apart from tasting yummilicious,
mango is rich in health benefits? It lowers cholesterols,
fights cancer and clears skin too! So today Godrej
Nature's Basket food consultant, Rushina Munshaw
Ghildiyal gives us a easy to whip up and healthy mango
basil salad recipe.

Thai Mango Basil Salad with Olive Oil

Prep Time: 15 minutes Total Time: 15 minutes Serves
2-3asaSide Dish

Ingredients 1 medium bowl fresh lettuce, or a
combination of mixed greens (I semi-ripe to ripe
mango) 1/2 to 1 cup cucumber, sliced 1/4 cup dry-
roasted cashew nuts 1 tbsp Thai chillies, sliced fine
Basil Dressing: (serves 2 people; double recipe for 3 or

Reci/ze:
mango basil salad Dumplings

with olive oil

Hereis arecipe to make the
most delicious chicken
dumplings at home.
Ingredients:

6 boned chicken breast
with skin, 10 cups water, 1
tsp sage, | tsp poultry, 1/8
tsp grounded basil leaves,
1 tbsp salt and pepper.
Method:

Put these ingredients in a
large sauce pan to simmer
over low heat, until the
chicken is done. Then
remove the chicken and
remove the skin. While the
chicken is cooking, make

the dumplings.
Ingredients (for
dumplings):

5 cups of all purpose flour,

1/2 cup shortening (or desi

Chicken

ghee), 1/4 tsp salt, 1 beaten
eggand some water.
Method (for dumplings):
Put flour into a mixing bowl
and stir in salt. Work in
shortening as you would
when making pie crust,
using two knives or a pastry
cutter. Add egg, working it
into the dough. Then stir in
cold water 1/2 cup at a time,
until the dough comes
together and is at a stage
where you will be able to
roll it out. Lightly flour a
surface and roll out the
dough to a pie shell
thickness (about 1/8 inch).
Using a pizza cutter, cut the

dough into 1/2 to 1 inch
squares. Finally, put the
squares into the chicken

broth and cook until done
(about 30 minutes). Return
the chicken to the soup

with the dumplings to cook
another 15 minutes or until
you have a gravy texture.

After you get a gravy texture,
it'sready to serve.

The king of fruits tastes great in any form. Be it

muscle gain, improved eye sight, brain function and
stronger bones. Add boiled eggs as a variation to this

mango curry, mango rice, mango chutney or even

more) 15-20 basil leaves, or up to 25 if leaves are
small 1 green onion, sliced (including green stem)

3 tbsp. fresh lime juice
1 tsp salt 1 tbsp extra
virgin olive oil 2 tsp.
brown sugar or palm
sugar 1 chilli

Method

Rinse fresh greens and
use salad spinner to
dry. Place in a salad
bowl. Add all the other
vegetables.

Slice the mango on

The 63&@ on chai /mz‘ﬁ, ﬁemzy on milk, hoiled to mi/@%rown
pe:ﬂfecﬁan 5’70112/1%41‘ we dunk our biscuits in every morning is :ﬂeyu/mﬂ

accompaniment with the morning fapier for most of us, Indians.
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That's how we like

our tea - a cup full of

flavoursome goodness that —
unofficially kickstarts the day. Of

course, we have had our share of experiments with

tea bags containing myriad herbal and fruit-infused flavours,
but the customary chai, needless to say, remains an unrivalled
favourite. And so, it took a very splendid, not to mention,
equally enlightening tea-tasting session when I got introduced
to "tea" and not chai.

An animated bunch of 15 tea-enthusiasts gathered in
Gurgaon's Star Mall at Mridu Gupta's The Tea Room Co.,
where sommelier Anamika Singh waited in anticipation to
unveil seven handpicked blends of Anandini Himalaya Tea,
her own brand which was launched in the summer of 2012.
Anamika spent her childhood amidst the tea estates of
Darjeeling where she grew up to acquire the affinity and taste
for tea from her father, Abhai Singh, a renowned tea specialist.
She trained under him as an apprentice for several years to be
able to master the nuances of different kinds of tea. Then, in
2000, she and her father decided to extend their love for
producing tea to the quaint town of Dharamsala in Himachal
Pradesh. And thus came into being the Manjhee Valley tea
estate of which Anamika is a proud owner in the present day.
Having spent 20 years in the tea industry, her expertise goes
beyond tea manufacturing, blending and drinking to food

e ,S.

pairing.

The tea gardens of Manjhee Valley have been
producing several kinds of tea -
Orthodox Tea (two long leaves and
a bud), White Tea (hand
plucked, sun dried and white
in colour), Oolong,

Handmade Needle Tea
(hand rolled tea
resembling
needles), and
Flowery Green
(resembling
flowers) to
name a few.
All of their
produce was
being
exported to
European
countries
unti.l
Anamika
launched her
take on
modern tea
drinking with
Anandini
Himalaya Tea, a
combination of
seven blends
comprising two black

and five green teas. "I have
introduced a mix of natural
Himalayan flowers and herbs to
begin with. Next year [ plan to take in
spices and later fruits," said she as the

erver greeted us with tall glasses of 'First
Flush Tea with Lavender Flowers and Lemon Grass'
ice-tea along with a colourful, summer salad, an ideal

opening to the delightful tea tasting session
which was to follow. "The first flush",
Anamika explained, "is the prime time to
pluck tea leaves. It begins in February

and goes on till the month of April §

and mid of May." Between sips of
fresh tea and bites of the salad, tiny
porcelain saucers containing
fragrant tea leaves were passed
around the table for us to get to

know the tea better.

Before long it was time for act
two. Anamika infused for us
'Autumn Tea with Rose Petals and
Lemon Balm' in a glass kettle
containing warm water. Just sight of
tea leaves and flowers dancing and
swirling in the water was enough to
make us crave a cup. Shot glasses were laid
out and Anamika did the honours of pouring

careful portions for everyone. This tea came
accompanied with cheese sandwiches and nachos.

a salad.

either side of the stone and scoop out the fruit. Slice fruit
up into cubes. Add mango cubes to the salad.

To make the dressing, place all
basil dressing ingredients in a
mini chopper, food processor
or blender. Process to a coarse
paste. Drizzle dressing over
salad. Add nuts and toss again.
Variations of this Salad

Add cooked prawns, simply
boiled or grilled

Add fried tofu, cut into cubes
| Addgrilled chicken

. HMU Tip: Boiled eggs help in

Wisdom 1n a
perfect cup of

An animated conversation of what makes green tea different
from black tea ensued. "Both the teas come from same plant.
The difference lies in the way they're manufactured. Green tea
is semi-fermented where as black tea has no trace of
fermentation", explained Anamika while she infused yet
another blend into the kettle. This was 'Green Tea with
Pomegranate Flowers and Himalayan Tulsi'; an intense and
citric flavour that refreshed our palates evenly for the
delectable cupcakes that came along with it.
"Tea is a palate cleanser," Anamika had said sometime in
between the session but what lingered as a sweet aftertaste in
the end were the energy, effervescence and wisdom infused in
aperfect cup of tea!
Anamika Singh's Anandini Himalaya Tea bouquet comprises 7
blends:
1. First Flush Tea with Lavender Flowers and Lemon Grass
2. Green Tea with Rose Petals and Mint
3. Green Tea with Rhododendron and Himalayan Tulsi
4. Autumn Tea with Rose Petals and Lemon Balm
5. Green Tea with Chamomile and Rose Hip
6. Green Tea with Fire-Flame Bush and Mint
7. Green Tea with Pomegranate Flowers and Himalayan Tulsi
Anamika's secret of making a perfect cup of tea!
Before you begin, know the difference between "tea" and
"chai". Teais an "infusion" of tea leaves into warm water. Chai,
on the other hand, is brewed or boiled along with milk and
sugar.
Serves: 2 cups
You need: A wide-bottomed tea pot/pan. A
wide and spacious pan allows the tea
leaves to swirl effortlessly into the
water. Try picking a borosil, glass or
ceramic pan and avoid one made of
steel, aluminium or iron. Pour in 2
full cups of water.
Temperature of water: The water
should be boiled at 90 degrees
heat. Tiny bubbles appearing on
the sides indicate the water is
ready. Take it off the fire and add
two teaspoons of tea leaves. Cover
it immediately with a tea cosy to
keep the temperature of the water
intact.
Keep a tea timer handy and let the infusion
begin. Once ready, pour out the tea into the
cups through a tea strainer.

salad to increase your healthy quotient.

Recipe:

Sesame

f1sh finger
with hummus

Fish fingers are oh-so-
popular; every wedding or
party kicks off with a round
of fish fingers to go with a
host of roasted appetizers.
But it can be quite
monotonous the way fish
fingers are typically served -
thin strips of fried fish with
the ubiquitous mint chutney.
Simply break free of the old
recipe and try out our new
one that gives an interesting
spin to the orthodox fish
fingers making it more
crispy and savoury.
Executive chef Deepak
Dhanwariya of My Way or
The Highway, a
Mediterranean cuisine
restaurant in Noida's Centre
Stage Mall, tells us how to
get this innovative fish

preparation right.

Sesame fish finger (One
portion)

Ingredients: Fish (sole/
Basa) 150 gms

Eggl

Mustard powder 10 gms
Paprika powder 10 gms
Sesame seeds to coat
Limejuice 20 ml

Saltas per taste

White pepper a pinch

Oil for frying

Method: - Clean and cut
fish in 6cm long finger
shapes and keep aside.

- Make a marination in a
bowl, mix egg, mustard
powder, lime juice, salt,
paprika powder, white
powder, and whisk well till
emulsion is formed.

- Put fish in the marination
and let it stay for 20-30
minutes.

- Take one plate and spread
sesame seed on it.

- Roll fish into sesame one by
one.

- Heat oil in fryer, deep fry fish
finger till golden brown.

- Serve with tartar sauce and
salad.

You may want to substitute
tartar sauce or salad with a
bowl of hummus, and give a
touch of the Middle East to
your cooking. Here is a very
simple way of making
hummus, the perfect dip for
many an appetizer, at home.
Hummus

Ingredients:

Chickpeas

Garlic

Green chilli

Lemon juice

Coriander or parsley

Oliveoil

Saltto taste

Yoghurt

Method:

- Soak chickpeas in water
overnight. Boil it and allow it
to cool.

- Chop two cloves of garlic and
green chillies, and together
with lemon juice, 2 tbsp yogurt
and salt as per taste add to the
boiled chickpeas while
retaining a bit of the stock.
Then, put itin the mixer.

- Make sure the mix turns
smooth with no chickpea
granule sticking out.

- Pour out the mix in a bowl
and add to it a tbsp of olive oil.
Blend well.

- Sprinkle fresh coriander or
parsley from the top.

..and the world's best fish
finger dip is ready to be served.
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