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Noida.(Agency)
 More than 50 households in Sector 28 have 

complained of erratic water supply over 
the past month, with some lanes not 
receiving any supply for the past three 
days amid rising temperatures in the city.

Harsh Jaidka, a resident, said the situation 
has deteriorated this summer despite 
repeated complaints to authorities. “Till 
last year, the situation was manageable. 
There were supply issues, but they were 
under control. This year, the system has 
failed to cope with the increasing 
demand,” he said.Residents claimed that 
households get water supply only for 15 
to 20 minutes. In several parts of the 
sector, they alleged, there has been no 
supply at all for the past three days. 
“Today is the third consecutive day that 

we have not received any water. Earlier, 
underground tanks used to  f i l l  
automatically during supply hours, but 
proper water flow has not been seen for 

over a month,” Jaidka added.Residents 
said rapid commercialisation in the area 
over the past two years has significantly 
increased water demand. They also 

alleged that potable water is being used 
openly at construction sites despite norms 
requiring treated or tanker water for such 
activities.“Earlier, one plot had one 
family. Now, in many places, builder 
floors and commercial establishments 
have increased water demand several 
times. Further, there is no monitoring of 
water use at construction sites,” another 
resident said.With supply remaining 
irregular, many households said they have 
started depending on private water 
tankers for daily needs. “Dependence on 
tankers has increased expenses, with rates 
ranging from Rs 1,200 to Rs 1,500 per 
tanker. We have raised the matter with 
officials several times, but there has been 
no resolution so far,” said the RWA 
president, Harinder Anand.

Rapido passenger among two 
killed in hit-and-run road crashes

Taps sputter, tempers rise amid blazing heat, erratic 
water supply hits 50 homes in Gurgaon Sector 28

Marriage offer rejected thrice, man 
attacks girl’s family, kills her mother

Gurgaon.(Agency)
  The city continued to reel under intense 

heat  on Sunday as  maximum 
temperatures crossed 42 degrees 
Celsius at several locations, with India 
Meteorological Department (IMD) 
warning that heatwave to severe 
heatwave conditions are likely to persist 
across Haryana till May 27.According 
to IMD’s Chandigarh centre, Gurgaon 
AWS recorded a maximum temperature 
of 41.7 degrees Celsius on Sunday, 
while Gurgaon KVK station recorded 
42.3 degrees Celsius. NorthCap 
University station logged 43.1 degrees 
Celsius, among the highest readings in 
the NCR region.Night temperatures 
also remained high. Gurgaon KVK 
s t a t i o n  r e c o r d e d  a  m i n i m u m  
temperature of 27.5°C, while NorthCap 
University station recorded 26.7°C.

The weather department said Haryana’s 
average maximum temperature rose by 
1.7°C compared to Saturday and 
remained 2.5°C above normal. Sirsa 
was the hottest place in the state at 46°C, 
followed by Rohtak at 45.3°C and 
Bopani in Faridabad at 44.8°C.

Neighbouring districts also recorded high 
temperatures on Sunday. Nuh logged 
43.5°C, Jhajjar 42.3°C, Mahendragarh 
42.5°C and Karnal 42.8°C.

IMD has forecast a further rise of 2-4°C in 
maximum temperatures over the next 
four days. A fresh western disturbance 
expected from May 28 may lead to a dip 
of 3-5°C next week.The weather 
department has forecast heatwave to 
severe heatwave conditions at isolated 
places in Haryana between May 25 and 
May 27. Thunderstorms, lightning, dust 
storms and gusty winds with speeds of 
40-50 kmph are likely at some places on 
May 28, 29 and 30. This is likely to offer 
some relief from the prolonged heat 
spell.Private weather forecaster 
Navdeep Dahiya also said heatwave 
conditions are likely to continue across 
Delhi-NCR and Haryana till May 28, 
with daytime temperatures expected to 
remain between 43°C and 46°C.

Despite the intense daytime heat, 
H a r y a n a ’s  a v e r a g e  m i n i m u m  
temperature declined by 0.8°C 
compared to the previous day.

DEHLI/NCR

Roads under water; trees & poles 
uprooted: Cities on knees again

Noida/Ghaziabad. The showers that started Friday 
and continued on Sunday has led to heavy 
waterlogging in Noida and Ghaziabad.

A park for children in Noida Sector 51 has turned into 
a shallow pool, while parks and green belts in 
sectors 119, 12, 30, 120, etc., also remained out of 
bounds due to flooding.Low-lying areas, like 
Botanical Garden Metro station in Noida and Jagat 
Farm Market in Greater Noida, are under at least 
two feet of water. Meanwhile, residents reported 
flooded roads and basements in Noida sectors 22, 
30, 36, 51, 62, 71, 104, 105, 72, 117, 122, 99, 
etc.The picture is similar in Ghaziabad, with Abhay 
Khand, Loni, and Muradnagar facing waterlogging.

Late on Sunday, following reports of 12 people stuck 
in Tronica City due to heavy waterlogging, a team 
of Ghaziabad NDRF carried out a rescue operation. 
Considering a warning of heavy rain ahead, NDRF 
teams are on high alert for emergency response in 
Noida and Ghaziabad.Residents blamed the 
authorities for not taking adequate measures to 
check flooding.“The Noida Authority failed to 
prepare for the monsoon in advance. All its claims 
have fallen flat. In Sector 51, people are wading 
through one-and-a-half feet to two feet of water. 
The Sunday showers also left houses and basements 
flooded.

News box

Family harassed with 200+ 
threat calls, OTP spam, says 
bank executive in Gurgaon

GURGAON.(Agency)
A senior executive of a private bank and his family were 

subjected to more than 200 abusive calls, WhatsApp 
messages, OTP spam alerts and threats over several 
days.According to an FIR registered at Cyber Crime 
East police station in Gurgaon Sector 43, the harassment 
— at the hands of unknown persons posing as loan 
recovery agents — began after the banker started 
“receiving repeated calls enquiring about an unknown 
employee who allegedly took a loan”, the banker 
alleged. The complainant said the women members of 
the family were subjected to vulgar verbal abuse.

The complainant told police that he informed the callers 
he had no knowledge of the person or the alleged loan 
account and requested them not to contact him again. 
However, the callers continued contacting several 
members of his family throughout the day and night.

The callers misused delivery service platforms and third-
party numbers linked to Blinkit and Swiggy to bypass 
blocked numbers and continue contacting the family. 
According to police, the situation escalated after the 
accused allegedly sent photographs of the 
complainant’s family members and children through 
WhatsApp and other online platforms, “raising 
concerns over privacy and safety”.Police said the 
complainant and his family collectively received “more 
than 200 calls through normal cellular networks and 
WhatsApp calls”. Whenever one number was blocked, 
calls allegedly started coming from different numbers.

The callers were accused of using abusive and obscene 
language during calls and messages and attempting to 
intimidate the family. The FIR said that “the accused 
also flooded the family’s phones with OTP and spam 
messages from platforms such as Zepto, Allen, Licious, 
EatSure, Physics Wallah and Lenskart in an attempt to 
mentally harass us.”

Gurgaon.(Agency)
  Two people died in separate hit-and-run 

accidents. A 26-year-old man died while 
undergoing treatment after a Rapido bike 
he was travelling on was allegedly hit 
from behind by an unidentified four-
wheeler near Bristol Chowk on Golf 
Course Road early Friday morning.

The deceased was identified as Sujoe 
Chaudhary, who was working here. The 
Rapido bike rider, identified as 
Kalicharan, also sustained injuries in the 
accident and was taken to Max Hospital, 
Sector 43.According to the complaint 
submitted to DLF Phase 1 police station 
by Sushant Dutta, cousin of the deceased 
and a resident of Faridabad, the family 
received information about the accident 
around 4 am.Dutta stated that his maternal 
aunt informed him over phone that Sujoe 
met with an accident while travelling 
towards his room in Gurgaon and 
requested him to reach the hospital.On 
reaching Max Hospital, Dutta was 
informed by the doctors about the victim’s 
death during the treatment while the bike 
rider was admitted in the Emergency 
Ward.

Dutta later met the injured Rapido rider, 
Kalicharan, in the Emergency Ward. 
According to the complaint, Kalicharan 
told him that Sujoe booked his Rapido 
bike bearing registration number 
RJ05BO3536 from Iffco Chowk and they 
were proceeding towards DLF Phase 1.

After crossing the Bristol Chowk red light 
and entering Golf Course Road, an 
unidentified four-wheeler allegedly struck 
the bike from behind, following which he 
l o s t  c o n s c i o u s n e s s . P o l i c e  s a i d  
information regarding the accident was 
received at the police station around 7 am 
through an Emergency Response Vehicle 
(ERV) on May 22, 2026. Acting on the 
information, ASI Manoj along with 
Constable Pradeep reached Max Hospital 
and collected the medico-legal records, 
death summary and related documents 
from the Emergency Ward.

Police shifted the body to the local mortuary 
for the autopsy.During investigation, 
police also collected the MLC of injured 
rider Kalicharan. According to the FIR, 
doctors marked him as "LAMA" (Left 
Against Medical Advice).

Following examination of the complaint, 

police registered a case under Sections 
106 (causing death due to negligence) and 
281 (rash driving) of the Bharatiya Nyaya 
Sanhita (BNS) against an unknown driver 
at DLF Phase 1 police station.The 
investigation has been handed over to ASI 
Manoj. Investigators are now scanning 
CCTV footage from the Iffco Chowk-
Bristol Chowk-Golf Course Road stretch 
to identify the offending vehicle involved 
in the alleged hit-and-run.In another case, 
a 55-year-old labourer from Uttar Pradesh 
died after being hit by an unidentified 
speeding vehicle near Pachgaon 
Chowk.The deceased was identified as 
Shyam Babu, a native of Village 
Dariyapur in Hamirpur district of Uttar 
Pradesh, who was working as a labourer 
in Rewari district.According to the 
complaint lodged by his son, Mahant 
Babu, the accident took place around 11 
am on May 21 near the Kharkhari cut 
close to Panchgaon bridge. Mahant Babu 
told police that his father was standing 
near the road divider at the cut leading 
towards Kharkhari when a vehicle 
coming from the Bilaspur side hit him at 
high speed.

GURGAON.(Agency)
 A man, whose marriage proposal was 

rejected thrice, allegedly climbed on to 
the terrace of a house in Harola and 
stabbed a family in their sleep, killing a 
40-year-old woman and grievously 
injuring her husband and two daughters.

Police said the accused, enraged after the 
family repeatedly refused his proposal 
for the elder daughter, struck around 
1.30am on Sunday before roaming the 
building with a knife and shouting at 
anyone who came near.

The attack took place on the terrace of a 
four-storey building in Sector 5, where 
the family had been sleeping. Sanju Devi 
died after being taken to a private 
hospital in Sector 27. Her husband, 
Surendra Sharma (43), and daughters 
Jyoti (20) and Julie (17) are undergoing 
treatment.According to police, the 
accused, Harpal (26), lives in the same 
area and runs an AC repair shop nearby. 
“Initial inquiry shows the attack resulted 
from an alleged love affair. Over the past 
year, Harpal sent a marriage proposal for 

Jyoti more than thrice, but her family 
rejected it each time,” said Manisha 
Singh, ADCP.Police said Jyoti’s 
marriage was fixed elsewhere, but the 
alliance collapsed after Harpal allegedly 

created a scene. “He proposed again and 
began pressuring the family to agree, but 
they refused. It appears he attacked them 
in that rage,” Singh said.Sanju was 
stabbed multiple times in the throat. 

Surendra, who tried to save the family, 
was attacked on the left side of his 
neck. Jyoti suffered a stab wound to 
the shoulder, while Julie was injured 
on the leg. “The girls raised an alarm, 
but by then Sanju had already been 
stabbed repeatedly,” the officer 
said.The family lived on rent in the 
building, where Surendra worked as 
caretaker and also as a carpenter. Jyoti 
worked in a factory as a tailor. The 
building, owned by Rajkumar, has 
more than 100 rooms. Harpal had 
earlier lived there, but had recently 
shifted to his shop.

Police said he reached the terrace by 
climbing through an adjoining house 
and crossing over from its roof. After 
the attack, residents said, he remained 
in the building compound for some 
time, waving the knife and shouting.

Three police teams have been formed to 
trace him. “We are in the process of 
registering an FIR. CCTV footage is 
being scanned and his criminal record is 
being checked,” the ADCP said.

Gurgaon swelters through warm 
nights as intense heat set to 

persist till May 28

Cheap jars, lookalike labels: Illegal RO units 
thrive as groundwater level sinks in Gurgaon

Noida.(Agency)
 Residents and commuters express growing frustration 

over the traffic chaos caused by e-rickshaws travelling 
in the wrong direction on PWD road no. 70, particularly 
near New Seemapuri and Dilshad Garden DTC depot. 
The problem is especially severe on the stretch from 
Bharat Mata Chowk to the drain near Agarwal Sweets.

They have written to the special commissioner of police 
(traffic), pointing out that e-rickshaws—especially 
their wrong-side movement on the busy Shukra Bazaar 
(Friday Market)—are causing severe traffic jams. 
Around 200 to 300 e-rickshaws use this route every day.

“We are witnessing frequent near-misses, head-on 
collisions, and altercations between motorists and e-
rickshaw drivers,” said Pradeep Gupta, a resident. He 
emphasised the urgent need for action, calling for a 

dedicated traffic enforcement initiative on the 
problematic route.Residents also said that police 
presence is insufficient during peak hours, with officers 
often arriving only after traffic jams have already built 
up. According to Rakesh Singh, a regular commuter on 
the stretch, “Encroachments by local shopkeepers 
further complicate matters, as limited sidewalk space 
forces pedestrians to walk in the roadway, raising safety 
concerns for children, senior citizens, and women.”

Among the key demands are the deployment of 
permanent traffic police personnel at critical 
intersections, installation of barricades and clear 
signage, and strict enforcement of traffic regulations, 
including fines for violators.

Cracker sparks burn down 3 shops, 6 bikes

Gurgaon.(Agency)
 In Basai, Sector 9-10, Dhankot, Sector 95 

and Sector 86, operators running illegal 
RO units gave almost the same estimate 
— each supplies nearly 700 to 800 water 
jars every day. Yet, no agency has a clear 
count of how many such units operate 
ac ros s  t he  c i t y.A TOI  g round  
investigation found a sprawling, 
decentralised network of illegal RO 
plants extracting groundwater through 
borewells, filtering it through basic setups 
and distributing water across the city with 
litt le oversight.  Operating from 
residential plots, warehouses and small 
sheds tucked behind closed gates, these 
units supply 20-litre jars and bottled water 
to homes, offices, shops, roadside stalls 
and local events.Inside a unit in Basai, 
blue storage tanks lined damp walls as 
pipes carried groundwater directly from a 
borewell into filtration systems. Workers 
moved rapidly between rinsing, refilling 
and stacking jars for dispatch. Outside, a 
small goods vehicle waited in a narrow 
lane for deliveries.“On an average day, 
we send out 600-700 jars. In summer, the 
number goes higher,” said one operator.A 
similar setup was visible at a unit in 
Sector  10,  where open wiring,  
waterlogged floors and stacks of jars 
marked a continuous cycle of filling and 

dispatch. In Dhankot, pickup vans and 
tankers moved in and out of clusters of 
such units throughout the day.

Delivery workers described a tightly 
organised supply chain operating across 
the city. “We start early in the morning. 
First supply goes to houses, then shops 
and offices. By afternoon, we refill 
again,” said Mahesh, a delivery worker 
in Dhankot. “We cover different sectors 
across the city.”The network extends 
beyond water jars. At roadside stalls and 
kiosks visited by TOI, bottles labelled as 
packaged drinking water brands such as 
“Bilseri” and other lookalike labels were 
openly sold without any clear 
traceability. Vendors said crates arrive 
through local distributors and customers 
rarely question authenticity, particularly 
during peak summer demand. In several 
cases, bottles appeared loosely sealed or 
refilled, raising concerns over the 
circulation of potentially fake packaged 
drinking water through Gurgaon’s 
informal supply chain.“We also supply 
small bottles. These go to local shops, 
roadside vendors and events,” said 
Kamlesh Singh, pointing to stacks of 
crates inside one of the units.Most of 
these operations function without visible 
approvals or signage. At several sites, 
groundwater appeared to be pumped 

directly into storage tanks before 
undergoing basic RO filtration.

“Water comes from borewells. We filter and 
send it out. That’s how it works 
everywhere here,” said Sanjay Lal, 
another operator.Price remains the 

biggest factor driving demand. Operators 
said branded water jars cost significantly 
more, while their supply ranges between 
Rs 60 and Rs 90 per jar. “People prefer 
cheaper supply,” said Vikas Chabra, a 
supplier. Another worker added, 
“Customers mostly want regular delivery. 
They don’t ask many questions.”

At the retail end too, traceability remains 
weak. “We get crates from suppliers. 
Customers don’t really check, especially 
during summer,” said Mohan Sahay, who 

runs  a  roads ide  s t a l l .Off i c i a l s  
acknowledged that enforcement.

Delivery agent killed in hit 
and run

Noida.(Agency)
Excise department will add 25 new liquor 

shops in the new financial year, with an 
e-lottery scheduled for April 9. The 
move is expected to generate around Rs 
30 crore in additional revenue.

District excise officer Subodh Kumar 
said there will be 23 new country liquor 
shops and two composite liquor shops. 
“With the addition of these shops, the 
total number of liquor vends in the 
district will increase from 501 to 526,” 
he said.At present, Gautam Budh Nagar 
has 501 retail liquor shops, comprising 
234 country liquor shops, 239 
composite liquor shops, one bhaang 
shop and 27 model shops.

Officials added that five shops from the 
previous financial year — four model 
shops and one country liquor shop — 
whose licences could not be renewed 
will also be included in the fresh 

allotment process. “A total of 30 shops 
will be allotted through the e-lottery, 
including the new shops and those 
pending from last year,” an excise 
official said.The department has 
already opened applications for e-
lottery, with varying fee structures 
depending on the type of shop. The 
application fee for country liquor shops 
ranges between Rs 40,000 and Rs 
65,000 and for the composite shops, it is 
between Rs 55,000 and Rs 90,000. For 
model shops, applicants will have to 
pay between Rs 60,000 and Rs 1 lakh.

“The application fees are separate from 
the licence fees. Once a liquor shop is 
allotted through the e-lottery system, 
the chosen applicant is required to pay a 
licence fee,” Kumar said. “The licence 
cost varies depending on the location of 
the shop and its projected revenue 
potential.

Co staffer, aide held for 

abducting colleague, forcing 

him to transfer Rs2.5L

Ghaziabad.(Agency)
 Residents of several Noida sectors, including 41, 71 and 

122, have raised concerns over the deteriorating 
condition of roads and related infrastructure, saying the 
problems have persisted for nearly a year. Complaints 
were sent to Noida Authority over a range of issues, from 
pothole-ridden stretches to inadequate drainage 
systems.Rajiv Ajmani, a resident of J Block in Sector 41, 
submitted a plea urging officials to immediately repair a 
stretch of severely damaged road from house numbers J-
47 to J-77. Residents claim over a dozen potholes have 
come up on this stretch, leading to accidents and injuries, 
especially for cyclists. Ajmani said that the problem has 
persisted for over six months, with no repairs conducted. 
As monsoon nears, the problem will only worsen if the 
stretch is not repaved, he said.

RWA general secretary of PK Abadi Block Bhushan 
Sharma said that patchwork repairs have begun on the 
main road in Sector 122 after nearly a year. So far, only 
eight to 10 patches have been fixed, Sharma added.

Sanjay Shukla, the RWA general secretary of Shiv Shakti 
Apartments, said that roads in Sector 71 are regularly 
broken and waterlogged. “Road repairs have not been 
carried out in our sector for a long time. As a result, 
potholes posing accident threats are a concern here,” 
Shukla said.Other issues highlighted included waste 
gathering along roadsides and unauthorised parking 
taking over seven vacant lots across four blocks in the 
sector. Shukla said broken tiles and toilets are also in 
urgent need of repairs. Drains have recently been 
constructed without proper slopes, leading to 
waterlogging concerns, he added.Officials said 
resurfacing work has been delayed due to the 
unavailability of bitumen. Namita Chaubey from Noida 
Highrise Federation, 100x sectors, echoed these 
sentiments and said work would commence once 
materials are available. “Till then, temporary repairs will 
be undertaken,” Chaubey added.

Man assured ‘

A year gone, roads in these 
Noida sectors still wait for 
repairs

Noida to add 25 liquor shops, e-lottery on April 9

Ghaziabad.(Agency)
 A 25-year-old delivery agent who worked for an online 

grocery app was killed in a hit and run while on his way 
to make a delivery in Indirapuram during the early hours 
of Tuesday.According to police, Rohit alias Pankaj 
Baisla, a resident of Artt.

E-ricks on wrong side turn 
this Ghaziabad stretch into a 
daily traffic mess
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KISHTWAR: In contin-

uation of the 07-day Mega
IEC Campaign “Jan
Bhagidaari Sabse
Door–Sabse Pehle”, the
district administration
Kishtwar is conducting a
series of outreach pro-
grammes across remote
tribal areas under the
directions of Deputy
Commissioner (DC)
Pankaj Kumar Sharma
and under the supervision
of Additional District
D e v e l o p m e n t
Commissioner (Nodal
Officer) Vinod Kumar
Behnal. The initiative aims
to strengthen last-mile
delivery of government
schemes, ensure aware-

ness and achieve satura-
tion coverage in far-flung
tribal regions. On Day 2 of
the campaign, the district
administration organised
Awareness and Benefit
Saturation Camps at
Panchayat Mori in Block
Bounjwah and at
Panchayat Chicha in
Block Nagseni, focusing
on inclusive service deliv-
ery for tribal communities.
The camps witnessed
active participation of resi-
dents, public representa-
tives and stakeholders,
with concerned Block
Development Officers
leading the programmes
and facilitating direct
interaction between the
tribal community and

departments. The officials
provided multiple servic-
es, including registration
of eligible persons under
financial inclusion
schemes. As many as 7
registrations each under
PMJJBY and PMSBY
were done at Panchayat
Mori, along with filling of
three Aadhaar seeding
consent forms, while nine
PMJJBY registrations, two
PMSBY registrations and
eight Aadhaar seeding
consent forms were
processed at Panchayat
Chicha. The departmental
stalls were also setup by
Animal Husbandry,
Horticulture, FCS&CA,
Education, J&K Bank,
Lead Bank Office,

Fisheries, Forest, PDD,
ICDS, Health, Agriculture,
Youth Services & Sports,
Revenue, Polytechnic and
ITI to disseminate
scheme-related informa-
tion and provide different
services. Further, the offi-
cials recorded 20 griev-
ances at Mori of which 12
were resolved on the spot,
while 11 of 13 grievances
were resolved on the spot
at Chicha, reflecting
prompt administrative
r e s p o n s i v e n e s s .
Additionally, the locals
were sensitised to flagship

welfare schemes including
PMJJDY, PMSBY,
Mission YUVA, PM
Ujjwala Yojana, and PM
Surya Ghar Muft Bijli
Yojana, along with other
UT and Central
Government welfare
schemes. A medical
check-up camp by the
Department of AYUSH
provided healthcare con-
sultations at Panchayat
Chicha. Awareness ses-
sions under the 100 Day
Nasha Mukt J&K Abhiyan
were also conducted at
both locations to educate

youth and local residents
on the dangers of sub-
stance abuse. Gram
Sabhas were also con-
vened, encouraging partic-
ipatory governance and
discussion on local devel-
opment needs. The tribal
community and local resi-
dents appreciated the out-
reach efforts, noting that
such initiatives significant-
ly bridge service gaps in
remote areas and
strengthen trust between
communities and the
administration.

New Delhi: Prices of
independent floors in
South Delhi rose up to 32
per cent during the
January-March quarter on
better demand, according
to a report by Golden
Growth Fund (GGF). In
South Delhi, category B
colonies saw an apprecia-
tion of 23-32 per cent,
while category A colonies
witnessed an increase of
14-22 per cent. In value
terms, the price of floors
in category A ranges
between Rs 19.5-40 crore,
while that in category B
colonies ranges between
Rs 10.65-16.5 crore. Some
of the category A colonies
are Mayfair Garden,
Panchsheel Park, Anand
Niketan, Vasant Vihar,
Shanti Niketan, Westend,
Chanakyapuri, Golf Links,
Jor Bagh, Sundar Nagar
and Maharani Bagh.
Prominent category B
colonies are Chirag
Enclave, Anand Lok, GK,

Green Park, Gulmohar
Park, Niti Bagh, Defence
Colony, Safdarjung
Enclave and Kailash
Colony. Ankur Jalan, CEO,
Golden Growth Fund,
said, "Category B colonies
have witnessed stronger
price appreciation during
the March quarter, reflect-
ing the growing depth of
demand in South Delhi's
premium housing mar-
ket." "We are also seeing
increasing migration of
buyers from other parts of
Delhi towards these loca-
tions," he added. Given
the persistent high-
demand and limited-sup-
ply dynamics, Jalan said
the price growth is expect-
ed to remain resilient and
relatively insulated from
external market fluctua-
tions. The Municipal
Corporation of Delhi
(MCD) has divided all
colonies of Delhi into
eight categories - A, B, C,
D, E, F, G & H. Circle

rates, property tax rates
and stamp duty charges
for property registration
are based on these cate-
gories. Golden Growth
Fund is a category II Real
Estate-focused Alternative
Investment Fund (AIF)
that focuses on real estate
investments in South and
Lutyens' Delhi.

Three cybercriminals land in Nuh police net
Gurugram: The Nuh police arrested three cybercriminals involved in sextortion

and online fraud through fake messages. The police recovered fake SIM cards,
mobile phones and data related to cyber fraud from them. According to the police,
the cyber team traced the location of a suspicious mobile number through the por-
tal and reached the Ferozepur Namak area on Tuesday, where an accused Salman,
a resident of Reethth, was arrested. During the search, two mobile phones and a
fake SIM card were recovered from his possession. The search of the mobile phones
revealed WhatsApp accounts, screenshots linked to cyber fraud, sextortion videos
and photographs of several young women. In another operation, the police got infor-
mation that Zahid and Usaid, residents of Jaivant village, were defrauding people by
sending fake text messages. Acting on a tip-off, the police raided Hussainpur village
and arrested both accused. Mobile phones recovered from them contained fake
debit messages, barcodes, WhatsApp chats and data related to cyber fraud.
“Investigation revealed that the accused were defrauding people online using fake
SIM cards and social media accounts. We are questioning the accused,” said a
spokesperson for the Nuh
police.
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Tribal Welfare Camps held at Mori, Chicha on Day-2

Rates of independent floors in South Delhi
rise up to 32% in January-March: Report

34-yr-old man dies after
consuming poisonous

substance in outer Delhi
New Delhi: According to the police, the incident

came to light during routine night patrolling when
Head Constable Rambir and Constable Amar were near
Ramada Hotel on the carriageway towards Deepali
Chowk. Officials said a man standing outside a car sig-
nalled the patrolling team for help. The police said the
man appeared heavily intoxicated and was not in a con-
dition to drive safely. The patrolling staff brought him
to Rani Bagh police station for assistance and safety. At
the police station, the man informed the duty officer
that he had consumed “Celphos”, a poisonous sub-
stance commonly used as a pesticide. Realising the seri-
ousness of the situation, the police immediately shifted
him to Bhagwan Mahavir Hospital in Pitampura. The
deceased was later identified as Brijkesh Dutt Mishra,
a resident of Rohini Sector 4. Despite medical treat-
ment, doctors declared him dead, the police said. A
police team led by the SHO and investigating officers
reached the hospital and initiated legal proceedings.
During the investigation, the crime team and Forensic
Science Laboratory officials inspected the spot and
recovered two sachets of Celphos, a liquor bottle and a
courier packet allegedly containing empty Celphos
sachets bearing the deceased’s residential address. The
police said the recovered courier packet prima facie
indicated that the poisonous substance had been
ordered and delivered to the deceased’s home address.
The body was later shifted to the mortuary of Babu
Jagjivan Ram Memorial Hospital for post-mortem exam-
ination. After completion of legal formalities, the body
was handed over to the family. Police said further pro-
ceedings under Section 194 of the Bharatiya Nagarik
Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS) are underway.

New Delhi:  The air
quality early warning sys-
tem has predicted 'very
poor' air quality for
January 31. Representative
image/ Tribune file The
air quality in Delhi has
shown slight deterioration
this January compared to
last year, with the average
Air Quality Index (AQI) till
January 30 standing at
307, compared to 306 dur-

ing the same period in
2025, according to an
analysis by the Centre for
Research on Energy and
Clean Air (CREA). CREA's
analysis showed that
January 2025, with an aver-
age AQI of 306, was the
best January when it came
to air pollution since 2022,
when the monthly average
AQI stood at 279. January
2026 now ranks as the sec-

ond-best January since
then. In January 2026 so
far, Delhi has recorded
two "moderate" air quality
days, 12 "poor" days, 14
"very poor" days and two
"severe" days, the analysis
showed. In comparison,
January 2025 had record-
ed two "moderate" days,
13 "poor" days and 16
"very poor" days, with no
"severe" air quality days
reported during the
month. The analysis indi-
cated that the absence of
"severe" days in January
2025 and the presence of
two "severe" days in
January this year may
have contributed to the
slightly higher average
AQI in 2026. The air quali-
ty early warning system
has predicted "very poor"
air quality for January 31.
According to the Central
Pollution Control Board,
an AQI between zero and
50 is considered "good",
51 and 100 "satisfactory",
101 and 200 "moderate",
201 and 300 "poor", 301
and 400 "very poor", and
401 and 500 "severe".

Delhi records second-best January in
5 years with average AQI of 307

Public meetings, protests banned on
Delhi University campus for 1 month

New Delhi: The Delhi University administration has
imposed a complete ban on public meetings, proces-
sions, demonstrations and protests on the campus for a
period of one month, effective February 17. In an official
order issued on Tuesday, the university said the decision
was taken in view of inputs suggesting that unrestricted
gatherings could lead to traffic obstruction, threats to
human life and disturbance of public peace. The order
noted that in the past, several protests on campus had
escalated beyond control, spreading across areas and
resulting in the deterioration of law and order. The ban
follows an order issued by the Assistant Commissioner
of Police, Civil Lines Sub Division, under relevant notifi-
cations of the Ministry of Home Affairs. As per the order,
holding public meetings, rallies, dharnas or agitations,
assembly of five or more persons, carrying hazardous
materials such as mashaals or torches, raising slogans
and making speeches have been prohibited. The order,
approved by the competent authority, will remain in
force for one month unless withdrawn earlier.

Delhi cops arrest hitman linked to
Choudhary gang, thwart target killing

New Delhi: The Anti Gangster Squad of the Delhi
Police Crime Branch on Sunday thwarted a target killing
after arresting a hitman linked to the Kaushal Chaudhry
gang in a trap laid at Nursery Road, Dwarka, officials
said. The accused was identified as Kuldeep Singh (22), a
resident of Bhalswa Dairy, outer Delhi. A PX 30 automat-
ic pistol, a 7.65 mm pistol in loaded condition and five live
cartridges were seized and a stolen scooter was recov-
ered from his possession, the police said, prompting reg-
istration of FIR No 23/2026 under the Arms Act at the
Crime Branch. The police said acting on a tip-off that
abroad based gangsters Pawan Shokeen and Gurdeep
had activated associates to carry out a murder in Delhi to
establish extortion control, and that Kuldeep had been
tasked with eliminating a Burari based businessman, the
officials arrested the accused. Investigators allege
Kuldeep was previously involved in a Rs 5 crore extor-
tion-cum-firing incident in Punjab in 2024 and was
released on bail in August 2025, after which he resumed
contacts with gang operatives via encrypted applications,
according to seized and a stolen scooter was recovered
from his possession, the police said, prompting registra-
tion of FIR No 23/2026 under the Arms Act at the Crime
Branch. The police said acting on a tip-off that abroad
based gangsters Pawan Shokeen and Gurdeep had acti-
vated associates to carry out a murder in Delhi to estab-
lish extortion control, and that Kuldeep had been tasked
with eliminating a Burari based businessman, the officials
arrestedinterrogation notes released by the Crime
Branch. Kuldeep reportedly said he was introduced to
Shokeen by an associate, Pradeep, and that weapons
seized were supplied on directions from Gurmeet and
Shokeen through contacts in Ambala, with parts of the
consignment moved to
Prayagraj.

NAME CHANGE
I,hitherto known as SITA RAM S/O
GANGA RAM, R/O H.No.- L-84,
Gali No.-7 Near Bhagirathi School.
Jai Prakash Nagar, GHONDA,
North East,Delhi-110053, have
changed my name and shall here-
after be known as S R SHARMA

NAME CHANGE
I, hitherto Known as RAJU MAN-
DAL S/O FAGU MANDAL R/O
68/1, JJ IGC-3, Near Gurudawara,
Sriniwaspuri, South Delhi, Delhi -
110065 have changed name and
shall hereafter be known as
BASUDEV MANDAL .

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as VINOD KUMAR
SHARMA son of Shri JAI NARAYAN
SHARMA, residing at C-2/15, C2-
Block, Yamuna Vihar, Delhi, have
changed my name and shall here-
after be known as VINOD SHARMA.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as HARSH PANDIT
S/O PUNEET KUMAR R/O RZD-
39/B, Mahavir Vihar, Dwarka Sector-
1, Palam Village, South West Delhi,
Delhi-110045 have changed my
name and shall hereafter be known
as HARSHIT SHARMA.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as GOMTI W/O
RAJ KUMAR JHA R/O H.No-F-295,
Galino-13, Near Shiv Mandir,
Molarband Extn, Badarpur, Jaitpur,
South Delhi, Delhi-110044 have
changed my name and shall here-
after be known as GAMEERA DEVI.

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that I
JAG MOHAN VERMA S/O RAJKU-
MAR VERMA RO B-293/2, GALI
NO. 9 ASHOK NAGAR, MANDOLI,
NORTH EAST DELHI, DELHI-
110093, declare that name of my
minor son has been wrongly written
as MENUL VERMA in my minor
son's namely MEHUL VERMA in his
Aadhaar Card No. 796093683873.
The actual name of my minor son is
MEHUL VERMA which may be
amended accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as NEERU SHAH
D/O KANTI LAL SHAH W/O NEER-
AJ KUMAR VASANDANI R/O Flat
No-2, 4th Floor, J-Block, Sector-13,
Multistory Flat, R K Puram, R K
Puram (Main), South West Delhi,
Delhi-110066 have changed my
name and shall hereafter be known
as SIMRAN VASANDANI.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as CHANDER
VEER SINGH S/O DAYA RAM
SINGH R/O H NO. D-1/6, STREET
NO-6, AMAR COLONY, EAST
GOKAL PUR, NORTH EAST DELHI,
DELHI-110094, have changed my
name and shall hereafter be known
as CHANDAR VEER SINGH.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as MAHENDER
alias MOHINDER S/O KAMAL
SARWAN,R/O H N-16/392 Street
No -13 Joshi Road Karol Bagh,
Central Delhi, Delhi 110005 have
changed my name and shall here-
after be known as MAHENDER

NAME CHANGE
I, SUNANDA mother of NO-
JC393447A Rank-NB SUB Name
INGWALE SACHIN B R/o VILL-
RISWAD, PO-RISWAD, TEH-
KARAD, DIST-SATARA, MAHA-
RASHTRA-415106, have changed
my name from SUNANDA to SUB-
HADRA BALKRISHNA INGWALE
for all future purposes, in my son’s
service record my date of birth
wrongly mentioned as 01 July 1952
instead of my correct date of birth
as 01 June 1950 Vide Affidavit
dated 25/05/2026 before Notary
Public Delhi

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as Vikram Singh
alias Vikram Singh Besoya S/O
Ramesh Kumar R/O 1 Kalka Devi
Marg, Main Market, Garhi, Delhi
110065 have changed my name
and shall hereafter be known as
Vikram Singh Besoya.

NAME CHANGE
I GRISH SHARMA S/O ROSHAN
LAL SHARMA R/O U-103 ANUPAM
APARTMENT EAST ARJUN
NAGAR SHAHDRA DELHI-110032
HAVE CHANGED MY NAME TO
GIRISH SHARMA

NAME CHANGE
I, BALKRISHNA Father of NO-
JC393447A Rank-NB SUB Name-
INGWALE SACHIN B R/o VILL-
RISWAD, PO-RISWAD, TEH-
KARAD, DIST-SATARA, MAHA-
RASHTRA-415106, have changed
my name from BALKRISHNA to
BALKRISHNA YASHAWANT ING-
WALE for all future purposes, in my
son’s service record my date of birth
wrongly mentioned as 01 July 1942
instead of my correct date of birth
as 01 January 1941Vide Affidavit
dated 25/05/2026 before Notary
Public Delhi 

NAME CHANGE
I, KAMLESH mother of No.-
14657060F, Rank-HAV, Name-
RAVINDER KUMAR residing at-
VILL-BHOTWAS BHONDU, PO-
JATUSANA, TEHSIL-KOSLI, DIST-
REWARI, HARYANA-123401, have
changed my name from KAMLESH
to KAMLESH DEVI for all future
purposes vide Affidavit dated
25/05/2026 before Executive
Magistrate, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, hitherto known as DEEPANSHU
S/O MUKESH R/O W-189/20,
SADAR BAZAR, DELHI-110010
have changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as DEEPAN-
SHU SINGH. I have changed only
my name not my religion. It is cer-
tified that I have complied with
other legal requirements in this
connection.

NAME CHANGE
I, hitherto known as ARGAM JAIN,
S/O VIBHAV KUMAR JAIN, R/O B-
2/10, KRISHNA NAGAR, DELHI-
110051, have changed my name
and shall hereafter be known as
ARGHAM JAIN. It is certified that I
have complied with other legal
requirements in this connection.

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that I
ARVIND SHANKAR Son of
Yogendra Thakur residing at E-306/1
Gali No.9 Khajoori Khas Delhi-
110094 declare that name of my
minor daughter has been wrongly
written as VAISHNAVI in my service
book. The actual name of my minor
daughter is VAISHNAVI SHANKAR
respectively which may be amended
accordingly. It is certified that I have
completed with other legal require-
ments in this connection.

NAME CHANGE
I, PRAHLAD SINGH S/O: Ram
Swaroop R/O  166 RAHUL GAR-
DEN behata hajipur Loni Dehat Loni
Ghaziabad Ghaziabad Uttar
Pradesh 201102, have changed my
name and shall hereafter be known
as OM PRAKASH.

NAME CHANGE
I, ANJANA W/o Mahendra Singh
R/o 31, First Floor, LHS, Flat
No.101, T Extn., Solanki Road,
Near Lala Ram Halwai, Jain Colony
Part-2, Uttam Nagar, Delhi-110059
have changed my name to ANJANA
BISHT permanently

NAME CHANGE
I, PRAVEEN ARORA W/o Vipin
Arora R/o H.No.625, First Floor,
Arunvihar, Sector-29, Noida,
Gautam Budh Nagar, U.P-201301,
have changed my name to
PARVEEN ARORA permanently

NAME CHANGE
I, NIKHIL SHANKAR S/o Vinay
Kumar R/o 3990/1, GALI NO.31,
Regar Pura, Karol Bagh, Delhi-
10005, have changed my name
to NIKHIL KUMAR SHANKAR
permanently.

NAME CHANGE
I, TARAVANTI Mother of No-
151906664N Rank-NK (OPR) Name-
ANIL KUMAR residing at WARD NO-
11, 42 SSW, PO-DABLI RATHAN,
TEHSIL & DIST-HANUMANGARH,
RAJASTHAN-335801, have changed
my name from TARAVANTI to TARO
DEVI for all future purposes vide
Affidavit dated 25/05/2026 before
Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I INDUBAI Legally mother of Army no
-JC-462662Y, Rank -  NB/SUB, Name
- PHADATARE MANIK TUKARAM, At
-  KUMTHE(NAGACHE) Post-
KUMTHE(NAGACHE) Teh - KHATAV,
Dist - SATARA, State- MAHARAS-
TRA, Pin - 415527 have changed my
name from INDUBAI to INDUBAI
TUKARAM PHADATARE for all future
purposes, in my son’s service record
my date of birth wrongly mentioned as
18/07/1946, instead of my correct date
of birth as 01/01/1962, Vide Affidavit
dated 25/05/2026 before Notary
Public Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I BALASAHEB legally father of
Army no -2806567A, Rank-Hav,
Name - KAUTHAKAR CHAN-
DRAKANT BALASAHEB, Presently
Residing, At - Annapur Post -
Amdabad, Tel-Shirur Dist- Pune,
State - Maharashtra - Pin - 412218
have changed my name from BAL-
ASAHEB to BALASAHEB MARUTI
KAUTHKAR for all future purposes,
In my son’s service record my date
of birth wrongly mentioned as
17/01/1957, instead of my correct
date of birth as 02/06/1956, Vide
Affidavit dated 25/05/2026 before
Notary Public Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I NIRMALA legally mother of Army
No - 2806567A, Rank - Hav, Name
- KAUTHAKAR CHANDRAKANT
BALASAHEB, Presently Residing,
At - Annapur Post -Amdabad, Tel-
Shirur Dist- Pune, State -
Maharashtra - Pin - 412218 have
changed my name from NIRMALA
to NIRMALA BALASAHEB KAU-
THKAR for all future purposes, In
my son’s service record my date of
birth wrongly mentioned as
17/01/1962, instead of my correct
date of birth as 01/06/1965, Vide
Affidavit dated 25/05/2026 before
Notary Public Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I SUBHASH PATIL legally father of
Army No - 2816495P, Rank -  L/Hav
Name - ARJUN SUBHASH PATIL,
Presently Residing, At -  Managutti,
Post- Managutti, Teh - hukkeri Dist -
Belgaum, Pin - 591243 State-
Karnataka, have changed my name
from SUBHASH PATIL to SUB-
HASH SANTU PATIL for all future
purposes, Vide Affidavit dated
25/05/2026 before Notary Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I MANGAL PATIL legally mother of
Army No - 2816495P, Rank -  L/Hav
Name - ARJUN SUBHASH PATIL,
Presently Residing, At -  Managutti,
Post- Managutti, Teh - hukkeri Dist -
Belgaum, Pin - 591243 State-
Karnataka, have changed my name
from MANGAL PATIL to MANGAL
SUBHASH PATIL for all future pur-
poses, Vide Affidavit dated
25/05/2026 before Notary Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as LEESHA
BATRA D/O MANOJ BATRA R/O
1530 Outram Lane GTB Nagar,
Model Town, North West Delhi,
Delhi-110009 have changed my
name and shall hereafter be known
as AAYUSHI BATRA

NAME CHANGE
I, MAHAVIR SHARMA S/o SATYA
NARAYAN SHARMA R/o H NO-
206 SHIVA KHAND, JHILMIL
COLONY, Delhi-110095 have
changed my name to MAHAVIR
PRASAD SHARMA.

NAME CHANGE
I, R P SAINI S/o RAM NARAYAN
SAINI R/o H NO-9858 GALI NO-
311, SANJAY COLONY, FARID-
ABAD SEC-22, HARYANA-121005
have changed my name to
RAMESH PRSHAD SAINI.

PUBLIC NOTICE
GENERAL PUBLIC IS HEREBY
INFORMED THAT, MR. HITESH
TOKAS SON OF MR. KRISHAN
TOKAS, R/O 92-F, MUNIRKA,
DELHI IS THE SOLE AND LEGAL
OWNER OF "PROPERTY BEAR-
ING NO. 40, AREA MEASURING
177 SQ. YDS., OUT OF KHASRA
NO. 727, LAL DORA ABADI 1908-
09, SITUATED AT VILLAGE
MUNIRKA, NEW DELHI." AND
ACQUIRED THE SAME VIDE
GIFT DEED DATED 24.03.2026
EXECUTED BY MR. KRISHAN
KUMAR TOKAS IN FAVOUR OF
MR. HITESH TOKAS VIDE DOCU-
MENT NO. 2026/8/I/1837, IN
BOOK NO. 1, VOLUME NO. 4678,
ON PAGE NO. 85-100, ON DATED
27.03.2026, SR-VIIA SAROJINI
NAGAR, NEW DELHI/DELHI. THE
FEW BACKS CHAIN OF THE
SAID PROPERTY HAVE LOST BY
OWNER AND IN THIS REGARD
OWNER I.E. MR. HITESH TOKAS
HAD LODGED LOST REPORT
VIDE LR. NO. 306368/2026. NOW
MR. HITESH TOKAS GOING TO
MORTGAGE THE SAID PROPER-
TY WITH TRU HOME FINANCE
LIMITED AS SECURITY AGAINST
LOAN. PLEASE CONTACT WITH
WRITTEN OBJECTION LETTER
AND RELEVANT DOCUMENTS
TO UNDERSIGNED IF ANYONE
HAS AN OBJECTION IN
RESPECT OF SAID PROPER-
TY/DOCUMENTS WITHIN 10
DAYS OF THIS PUBLICATION.

ADITYA VERMA, ADVOCATE 
E-16, E-BLOCK, 

MANSAROVAR PARK, 
SHAHDARA,

DELHI-110032.
MOBILE NO. 9999042521.

NAME CHANGE
I, NASIR KALEEM S/O SHARAFAT
HUSAIN R/O 2388, GALI IMLI
WALI KHARI BAOLI TILAK BAZAR
PHATAK HABASH KHAN NORTH
DELHI 110006, CHANGED MY
NAME TO NASIR KALIM.

NAME CHANGE
I, No-16014094W Rank-HAV Name-
RAVI KUMAR legal father of SURK-
SHA residing at- VILL-ARUNODAYA
WARD NO-06 KHUDLPA, PO-
KHUDEPANI, TEHSIL-DAMULI,
DIST-TANAHUN, GANDAKYI
(NEPAL), have changed my minor
daughter’s name from SURKSHA to
SURAKSHASIGDELfor all future pur-
poses vide affidavit dated 25/05/2026
Before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, H S Chaudhary S/O, M S
Chaudhary R/O, Flat No- 395, L.I.G,
Opposite G.T.K Depot, Sanjay
Enclave, Jahangir Puri, North West
Delhi, Delhi, 110033 has changed
my name to Harpreet Singh for all
future purposes. 

NAME CHANGE
I SHEHRIN S/0 Naeem R/0.R - 234
2nd Floor Gali No 7 Zakir Nagar
Jamia Nagar  Delhi 110025
Changed my name to SHEHREEN

NAME CHANGE
I EKTA ARORA W/0 Supreet Singh
Madan R/0 KM -20 Flat No 804
Jaypee Kos Mos Jaypee Wish
Town Sector 134 Noida Uttar
Pradesh 201304 Changed my
name to EKTA KAUR

NAME CHANGE
I, Yashasavi D/o Ashwani Kumar
R/o House No. 360, Dhaka Village
(Johar) Near Anglo Indian Public
School, Dr, Mukherjee Nagar,
North West Delhi-110009 have
changed my name to Yashshvi for
all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, Puja Bareja W/O Jitender Khanna
R/O C-5/109, 2nd Floor, Block-C,
Pocket-5, Sector-11, Raja Pur Kalan,
Rohini Sector-7, North West Delhi,
Delhi 110085 I, Have Changed My
name To Pooja Khanna

NAME CHANGE
I, Ajender, S/O Sukhapal Singh
R/O, House No-505, Ladan Pana,
Mungesh Pur, North West Delhi,
Delhi, 110039 has changed my
name to Ajendra Dhama for all
future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, Laxmi, W/O the Late Vinod Kumar
R/O, VPO PANDWALA KALAN,
SOUTH WEST DELHI, NAJAF-
GARH, DELHI -110043 have
changed my name to Hema for all
future purposes.

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE is hereby given to public
at large that my client Smt. Mamta
w/o Mr. Umesh is the owner of land
admeasuring 120 Sq. yards, out of
Khata no. 129, Gata no.185 situat-
ed at Village Biswana, Pargana &
Tehsil, Sikanderabad, Distt.
Bulandsehar, U.P.  vide Gift Deed
dated 07.03.2025 which is regis-
tered as doc. no. 3667, book no.1,
vol. no. 11783, Page no. 299 to
310,on 07.03.2025, SRO-
Sikanderabad, Bulandsehar read
with Correction Deed dated
17.02.2026 registered as doc. no.
2545, on 17.02.2026, SRO-
Sikanderabad, Bulandsehar  & Gift
Deed dated 20.03.2026 which is
registered as doc. no. 4115, book
no.1, Vol. no. 12318, Page no. 327
to 338,on 20.03.2026, SRO-
Sikanderabad, Bulandsehar read
with Correction Deed dated
24.04.2026  which is registered as
doc. no. 5851, on 24.04.2026,
SRO- Sikanderabad, Bulandsehar
and Intend to mortgage the said
property with Motilal Oswal Home
Finance Limited. If any person(s)
has/have any objection(s) or
claim(s) with respect to the right,
title or interest in the said property
may please contact us within 07
days from the date of this notice on
the number & address mentioned
herein below, failing which my
client(s) shall not be held responsi-
ble in any manner whatsoever.

Khaitan & Khaitan
Plot No. 100 ,1st floor

Okhla Phase III, New Delhi
Ph. No: 011-49774545

PUBLIC NOTICE
Information is given to general pub-
lic at large that our client Mr. Rohan
Jha S/o Mr. R.K. Jain is the owner
of Freehold Residential Built-up
Upper Ground Floor without roof
rights (Back Side Portion) on
Property Bearing Plot No.27-A area
measuring 100 Sq. Yds. out of
Portion of Plot No.10 & 27 total
area measuring 200 Sq. Yds. out of
Khasra No.246 Situated in the rev-
enue estate of Village Nawada,
Delhi State Delhi in the Abadi
Known as Laxmi Vihar, Uttam
Nagar, New Delhi-110059. by virtue
of Regd. GPA dated
15.12.2011Vide Doc no.3343, Book
No.4, Volume No.620, on Page
Nos.329-344, in S.R-I Noida., in the
chain documents below mentioned
documents not available i.e. SMC
of Late Mr. Virender Singh S/o Mr.
Dalel Singh had died on
16.09.1990.,  now our client is
declaring that that any other person
does not have any right over the
said property, and same property
sold to be Mrs. Meenu Jha and
same has been financed by SMFG
India Home Finance Company
Limited Branch: Moti Nagar, New
Delhi.  If any person(s) have any
objection(s) or claim(s) with respect
to the` right, title or interest in the
Said Property then contact us with-
in 07 days from the date of
Publication of this notice and or the
same to the undersigned if found
by anyone. Thereafter no claim
shall be entertained

[NAVEEN KUMAR VERMA] 
Advocate

F-211, Sector-3,
Vaishali, Ghaziabad,

Uttar Pradesh-201010
(Contact at 09958871432)

PUBLIC NOTICE
I, ANU SINGH, W/o RAUSHAN
KUMAR SINGH, R/o A-143, Aali
Vihar, Sarita Vihar, New
Delhi–110076, declare that my
name is wrongly mentioned as
“ANNU SINGH” in my daughter’s
school records instead of “ANU
SINGH” as per Aadhaar. Further,
my daughter’s name is wrongly
mentioned as “JASHVI” instead of
“JASHVI SINGH” as per Aadhaar
records. Both names refer to the
same persons. Henceforth, the cor-
rect names shall be read as ANU
SINGH and JASHVI SINGH for all
official and educational purposes.
Sd/- ANU SINGH

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby given on behalf of
Mr. Naresh Kumar to inform to the
public at large that Mrs. Preeti W/o
Mr. Naresh is purchasing the
Residential Freehold House No.68,
Admeasuring 64.00 Sq. Yds., Out
Of Khasra No. 1356, Block-B,
Panchkula-III, Situated At Village
Chapraula, Pargana & Tahsil Dadri,
Distt:-Gautam Budh Nagar, U.P.
from Mrs. Sunita Devi who owned
the said property vide Sale Deed
dated 03.04.2019 (Document
No.6808) executed by Mr. Surender
Singh and same will be financed &
mortgaged by Hinduja Housing
Finance Ltd., Branch-Loni. That,
Original Sale Deed dated
10.09.2018 executed by Mr.
Ravinder Kumar in favour of Mr.
Surender Singh in respect of the
said property are not available/lost.
So, to comply the requirements of
BANK/NBFC, we give this public
notice that if any Person having any
type of claim/right/title/interest/cre-
ating mortgage over the said prop-
erty, may inform in writing, at the
address mentioned below, about his
objections, within 7 days from today,
failing which it shall be presumed
that the said property is free from all
type of Encumbrances, lien etc.

Advocate Abhishek Singh
B-82, Ground Floor,

DLF Dilshad Extn.-II,
Bhopura, Ghaziabad, U.P.-201005
Mobile: 7706007066, 9310370510

Email: 
advabhisingh1993@gmail.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
This is to inform you that my clients,
Mr. Rahul Bansal and Mrs. Anchal
Bansal, intend to purchase the
Entire Second Floor without roof
rights, built upon Property/Plot
Bearing No. 216, area measuring
175 Sq. Meters, in Block-A, Situated
at Sector-8, Dwarka Residential
Scheme, Dwarka, New Delhi, from
Mr. Aditya Kumar and Mr. Pradeep.
The initial original owner, Mr. Manan
Narang, purchased the entire prop-
erty from Delhi Development
Authority through Conveyance
Deed dated 05.08.2008. Thereafter,
he sold the property to Mr. Sanjeev
Aggarwal (HUF) and Mr. Rajiv
Aggarwal (HUF) through Sale Deed
dated 19.02.2011. Subsequently,
they sold the property to Mr. Sachin
Kumar Gera through Sale Deed
dated 16.08.2019. Thereafter, Mr.
Sachin Kumar Gera sold the proper-
ty to Mrs. Ram Murti (34%
Undivided Share), Mr. Aditya Kumar
(33% Undivided Share), and Mr.
Pradeep (33% Undivided Share)
through Sale Deed dated
21.02.2022. Unfortunately, Mrs.
Ram Murti expired on 08.07.2022,
leaving behind the following legal
heirs, namely Mr. Aditya Kumar and
Mr. Pradeep. Consequently, Mr.
Aditya Kumar and Mr. Pradeep
became the owners of the afore-
mentioned property. The property is
stated to be free from all kinds of lit-
igation, encumbrances, liens,
charges, or claims. Please also note
that the said property is proposed to
be financed by Bajaj Housing
Finance Limited. If any person(s)
objection & regarding subject prop-
erty, then kindly may submit his/her
objection within 07 days from the
date of the Notice in writing. The
said objection may be kindly sent to
the undersigned by way of the
Registered Post on the address
given below and by E-mail. failing
which, the claim as per aforesaid
shall be treated as null and void in
respect of the subject property.

[ASHWANI KUMAR] Advocate
Chamber No. 122,
Tehsil Compound, 

Ghaziabad, U.P.
kumar2021ashwani@gmail.com

NAME CHANGE
I, Chandan Goswami S/O, ganga
giri R/O, K-151, street no-43, near
baghel chowk, sadatpur extn. day-
alpur, North East Delhi, Delhi-
110094 has changed my name to
chandan giri for all future purposes. 

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE is hereby given to public
at large on behalf of my client Mr.
Ravi Kumar in respect Entire
Ground and First Floor without
Roof Rights, Part of Built-Up
Property bearing No. 7, are
ameasuring 150 Sq. yards, in
Block-A-2, Out of Khasra no. 86,
88, 89, 92 TO 99, 101 to 106,
Situated in the area of Village
Dadhora Kalan, Delhi and Abadi
Known as Satyawati Nagar,
Delhi-110052 claiming to have
undisputed ownership.  Now my
client intends  to sell the property in
which Bajaj Housing Finance
Limited will provide the financial
assistance If any person(s)
has/have any objection(s) or
claim(s) with respect to the right,
title or interest in the said property
may please contact us within 15
days from the date of this notice on
the number & address mentioned
herein below, failing which my
client(s) shall not be held responsi-
ble in any manner whatsoever.

Khaitan & Khaitan
Plot No. 100 ,1st floor

Okhla Phase III, New Delhi
Ph. No: 011-49774545
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TEGUCIGALPA.(Agency) are signs of its completion, and Qassem again repeated his group's 
accordingly that we too will be among rejection of direct talks, charging that Hezbollah chief  Naim Qassem 
those included in this agreement -- an key Israel ally Washington "is not an expressed hope Sunday for an 
agreement of a full cessation of honest broker".”Direct negotiations agreement between Iran and the United 
hostilities," Qassem said in a televised are completely unacceptable and are a States and that Lebanon, where Israel 
address broadcast on Hezbollah's Al- pure gain for Israel," he said, and the Iran-backed group are at war, 
Manar television channel.The speech addressing Lebanese authorities who would be part of its terms.Hezbollah 
marked the anniversary of Israel's last year committed to disarming and Israel have clashed since the 
withdrawal from south Lebanon in Hezbollah and then banned its military militants drew Lebanon into the 
2000 after around two decades of activities after the latest war erupted.Middle East war on March 2 by firing 
occupation and following persistent rockets at Israel in retaliation for the "Abandon the direct negotiations and do 
pressure from Hezbollah.Qassem said killing of Iran's supreme leader in US- not give to America so that it gives to 
that Iran, which has provided Israeli strikes.Iranian officials have Israel... Return to the national 
Hezbollah with funding and weapons s a i d  a n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  w i t h  understanding," he added.Don't be 
for decades, "is on top" and would Washington to halt the regional war with them and stab us in the back. You 
emerge from the regional war "with its will include Lebanon.But Israeli Prime won't gain anything, and it's better for 
head high".Expectations of a Middle Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said on you to stand with your country."
East deal come as Lebanon prepares Sunday that US President Donald Despite heavy losses in 2023-2024 
for a fourth round of direct talks with Trump had reaffirmed his support for hostilities with Israel and the current 
Israel in Washington on June 2 and 3, Israel's right "to defend itself against war, Hezbollah refuses to disarm, 
preceded by a meeting between threats on all fronts, including in arguing that its weapons are an internal 
military delegations at the Pentagon on Lebanon" . "God  wi l l i ng ,  t h i s  Lebanese matter and not up for 
May 29Existential threat'agreement will be finalised and there discussion in Washington.

NEWS BOX

US says Iran deal still possible, as 
Trump tempers expectations

Hezbollah chief  Qassem says he hopes for 
Iran-US deal and that it includes Lebanon

China Launches 3-Crew 
Space Flight As Part Of  
Moon Ambitions

Three dead, 17 workers still 
missing in collapse of  

unfinished hotel in Philippines
ANGELES.(Agency) 

Rescuers pulled out two workers early Monday from an 
immense pile of rubble that was a nine-story hotel 
which collapsed while under construction in a 
northern Philippine city, bringing the death toll to 
three with 17 others still missing, officials said.

One of the workers emerged dead while emergency 
personnel struggled in the early morning hours to 
revive the other one in an ambulance near the pile of 
concrete slabs, twisted iron bars and aluminum 
scaffoldings that was all that remained of the building 
in Angeles City of Pampanga Province. They 
eventually gave up and drove away.

The poignant scene was witnessed by a small group of 
journalists, including from The Associated Press, who 
stood by as hundreds of rescuers led by firefighters 
and police scrambled for hours to extricate the two 
workers, who were at the time alive but trapped under 
concrete slabs and iron bars.Rescuers tried to provide 
water and medicine intravenously to one of the 
trapped workers in the rubble in a desperate effort to 
keep him alive in the scorching summer heat, regional 
police chief Brig. Gen. Jess Mendez told the AP.

"He never made it despite all the efforts," he said.
The third dead victim was a Malaysian tourist trapped in 

a budget inn that was partly hit by the avalanche of 
debris from the collapsed building. Another guest at 
the inn was injured but managed to dash out, officials 
said.A day after the unfinished building collapse with 
a loud crashing sound after a fierce thunderstorm, 
Angeles City Mayor Carmelo Lazatin said rescue 
efforts would still not be shifted to a body retrieval 
operation."My best hope is that we can rescue more 
people alive," Lazatin told the AP. "We don't want to 
give the families of the trapped workers any bad 
news."nxiety and fear among relatives of the trapped 
workers, who are waiting in sheds near the rubble, 
have deepened.I'm losing hope because of what I 
see— slow rescue work," said Lea Mendoza Casilao, a 
47-year-old sardine factory worker whose boyfriend, 
a mason, was among those still trapped in the rubble.

She brought a week's supply of rice and sardines for him 
at the construction site, but she said they would never 
meet as scheduled over the weekend after the building 
where he was sleeping crumbled before dawn on 
Sunday.Lazatin said rescuers were moving carefully 
because huge slabs of concrete were being held up 
precariously by a tangle of aluminum scaffoldings and 
could crash down on rescuers.Twenty-six workers 
were either rescued or managed to run out of the 
collapsing building, where they slept on pieces of 
plywood on the ground floor. Of the 17 workers still 
missing, one has been located but has yet to be 
extricated from the rubble, officials said.

National police chief Gen. Jose Melencio Nartatez Jr. 
said his force will support an "ongoing investigation to 
determine the cause of the incident and possible 
violations of safety and building regulations.

WORLD

Truck overturns in central 
Bangladesh, killing at least 
15 people

DHAKA. (Agency) 
A truck carrying iron rods and extra passengers 

overturned on a major highway early Monday in 
central Bangladesh, leaving at least 15 people dead 
and 10 others injured, police said.The crash happened 
after the driver lost control around 5 am at Soratoil 
area in Tangail district, 83 kilometers (52 miles) 
northwest of the nation's capital, Dhaka, said local 
police chief Fuad Hossain.Hossain said the truck was 
carrying hitchhiking passengers and travelling from 
Dhaka to the northern region as vacationers began 
traveling ahead of the Islamic festival Eid al-Adha on 
Thursday. The truck overturned and killed them at the 
scene, he said.The official said most of the passengers 
were day laborers and were traveling to join their 
families for the festival.Witnesses told TV stations 
that they rushed to the scene after hearing noise and 
started rescuing passengers who got trapped.

Road accidents kill thousands every year in the nation 
of more than 170 million people because of lax 
oversight of traffic rules, bad road conditions and 
unskilled driving.

The women we interviewed 
connected heritage 
destruction to fear, 
displacement and mistrust. 
One woman explained seeing 
heritage destroyed made her 
feel unsafe in her own 
hometown.

Southern California officials trying to prevent 
explosion or leak from damaged chemical tank

 

WASHINGTON.(Agency) in that time is on our side," a Truth assets.The war, which erupted after the 
Social posted to the US president's United States and Israel attacked the US Secretary of State Marco Rubio said 
official account said Sunday."The Islamic republic on February 28 and a deal to end the war with Iran could 
Blockade will remain in full force and saw Iran respond with missile and materialise on Monday, as President 
effect until an agreement is reached, drone attacks across the region, has Donald Trump tempered expectations.
certified and signed."In a separate post caused fluctuations in the market.But The United States and Iran have 
to Trump's Truth Social it read that the the hint of optimism caused oil prices observed a ceasefire since April 8 

to plunge close to five percent on while mediators push for a 
Monday.The price of North Sea negotiated settlement, although Iran 
Brent crude and West Texas has imposed controls on Gulf 
Intermediate slipped to USD 99.41 shipping and the US has blockaded 
a n d  U S D  9 2 . 4 9  a  b a r r e l  Iran's ports."We thought we might 
respectively.Nuclear issueRubio have some news last night, maybe 
told The New York Times that an today, I wouldn't read too much into 
agreement with Iran had gained it," Rubio said in New Delhi, 
regional support but a nuclear deal referring to the potential agreement.
couldn't be achieved "in 72 hours on "We have what I think is a pretty solid 
the back of a napkin.""Right now, we thing on the table in terms of their 
have seven or eight countries in the ability to open up the straits, get the deal "has been largely negotiated, region that are endorsing this approach, straits open," he told reporters in the subject to finalization between the and we're prepared to move forward on Indian capital, where he has been on an United States of America, the Islamic this approach," he said.Earlier, Rubio official visit.Rubio's remarks come Republic of Iran and the various other had said a bargain could be struck to after Trump said Sunday that he had Countries."Iran's Tasnim news agency end the regional war as early as Sunday, told his negotiators not to "rush" the said Sunday its information was that but Trump again reined in expectations.deal, while both Washington and key clauses of a possible agreement A post on Trump's Truth Social read: "If I Tehran signalled progress towards an remained "unresolved at this time," make a deal with Iran, it will be a good agreement."I have informed my including the issue of frozen Iranian and proper one.representatives not to rush into a deal 

World.(Agency) leaked, Orange County Fire Authority Capt. intervals to watch for any spikes. reducing the chance of explosion.
Wayhowe Huang said."There's still the Containment barriers have been set up to "Think of a soda can. If you leave it in a hot  A damaged chemical tank in Southern 
danger of a possible explosion," he prevent the chemical from getting into car it can explode," Whelton said. "But if California cracked over the weekend but 
said.Officials working to prevent a disaster storm drains or reaching creeks or the you put a hole in the can, the product is the interior temperature rose as authorities 

Gov. Gavin Newsom declared a state of released and the can itself doesn't worked to reduce the risks of a powerful 
emergency Saturday and said he explode."explosion that has led to the evacuation of 
asked President Donald Trump to some 50,000 residents. Firefighters are unlikely to consider 
issue an emergency declaration to making a hole in the tank, fearing a The tank overheated Thursday and began 
bolster federal support for local and spark that might ignite the volatile venting vapors, leaving local and state 
state officials. and flammable gas. An explosion that officials scrambling to evade a worst 

The  tank  a t  GKN Aerospace  could spread the chemical over a possible scenario at a company site in 
Transparency Systems, which makes broad area and send shrapnel flying Garden Grove, a city of roughly 170,000 
parts for commercial and military would be the worst-case scenario, he about 40 miles (60 kilometers) south of 
aircraft, holds 6,000 to 7,000 gallons said.Dealing with displacement and downtown Los Angeles. No injuries have 
(22,700 to 26,500 liters) of methyl health concernsbeen reported.Firefighters have repeatedly 
methacrylate used to make plastic sprayed the tank with water in an attempt to Aerial photos taken by The Associated 
parts.Monitoring tests found air pollution nearby ocean in the event of a spill, Orange cool the chemicals. The tank's interior Press showed streets in the area were empty 
around the evacuation zone was within County Fire Authority division chief Craig reached 100 degrees (37.7 Celsius) Sunday, Sunday, while several evacuation shelters 
normal limits and specialized equipment is Covey said on social media.As the interior an increase of 10 degrees Fahrenheit (5.5 were open. At a high school in neighboring 
being used to ensure gas is not released, temperature rises, methyl methacrylate Celsius) since Saturday, according to La Palma, people slept in cars or on mats 
state and federal environmental officials converts from a liquid to a gas and Democratic state Sen. Tom Umberg. and sleeping bags on the asphalt.
said Saturday.The first goal of firefighters increases the pressure, according to Purdue Fire officials over the weekend discovered Garden Grove is next to Anaheim, home to 
is to cool off the chemical inside the tank to University engineering professor Andrew the tank had cracked, lowering the potential Disneyland's two theme parks, which were 
prevent a leak or explosion.Drones were Whelton, who said the crack could mean for a devastating blast, and it did not appear not under evacuation orders. Park officials 
monitoring temperatures at 10-minute product or pressure is being released, any of the highly volatile chemicals had said they were monitoring the situation.

World.(Agency) 

airstrike.These losses are usually identified by their cultural, ethnic or Response to heritage destruction
described as attacks on “history”, religious background, combined with Since Islamic State’s attacks, international 
“civilisation” or “the past” and sometimes attacks on their key cultural and religious responses to heritage destruction have 
as a “loss for all humanity”.But as our new centres.We spoke with Syrian and Iraqi become more extensive.
research details, such destruction can also women affected by the Islamic State’s In 2016, the UN Human Rights Council 
negatively affect communities’ sense of heritage destruction. We found such called on states to protect the right of 
belonging and identity – and erode everyone to take part in cultural life, 
women’s sense of safety and including the ability to access and 
security amid conflict. enjoy cultural heritage.That same 

Islamic State’s campaign year the International Criminal 
Islamic State’s campaign across Syria Court convicted a terrorist leader of 

and Iraq from 2013 involved mass the war crime of intentionally 
violence, human rights abuses and directing attacks against historic 
forced displacement. The Islamic and  re l ig ious  bu i ld ings  in  
State committed genocide against Timbuktu, Mali.In 2017, the UN 
the Yazidi minority, including Security Council condemned the 
systematic killings and sexual unlawful destruction of cultural 

As conflict continues in Ukraine, Gaza, Iran 
slavery.At the same time, Islamic heritage, recognising it as a threat to 

and elsewhere, the cost is being recorded 
State methodically targeted cultural global security.

not only in deaths and displacement, but 
and religious heritage, including These developments helped to shift also in ruined libraries, mosques, churches, 
museums, archaeological sites, heritage destruction from a museums,  a rch ives  and  h i s to r ic  
churches, shrines, cemeteries, specialist conservation issue to a destruction was experienced not only as neighbourhoods.UNESCO has verified 
mosques and other historically significant matter of human rights, criminal cultural loss, but as a form of gendered damage to 527 cultural sites in Ukraine 
and sacred places.UNESCO called this accountability and international security.harm.For the women we spoke to, heritage since Russia’s full-scale invasion; 164 sites 
“cultural cleansing”. There was an But they say almost nothing about how destruction was part of a wider campaign in Gaza since October 7 2023; and damage 
intentional strategy to destroy cultural women experience heritage destruction in of domination: an attack on their to the World Heritage-listed Golestan 
diversity through attacks on people distinctly gendered ways.memories, identities and personal safety.Palace in Tehran following a nearby 

When wars destroy heritage, women lose 
more than monuments – new research

world.(Agency) 
A Jet2 flight from Tenerife to Birmingham was forced 

to divert to Portugal after the captain suffered a 
suspected heart attack while the aircraft was cruising 
at 30,000ft, Metro.UK reported. The incident 
occurred on Flight LS1266 in the early hours of 
Friday (May 22). The plane, carrying 220 
passengers, suddenly descended and made an 
unscheduled landing at Porto's Francisco Sa Carneiro 
Airport. Passengers described a tense scene as cabin 
crew rushed down the aisle, asking if anyone onboard 
had medical training. The report also mentioned that 
lights flickered during the rapid descent, and several 
children began crying as the plane lost altitude 
quickly for the unscheduled landing.

The aircraft touched down in Porto at 2:11 am (local 
time), with the emergency services boarding 
immediately, and medical staff attended to the pilot in 
the cockpit before he was taken to the hospital.

"My partner and I were asleep when we were woken by 
chaos," a passenger told The Sun on Sunday. "Lights 
began flashing and hostesses who were visibly upset, 
seeking a doctor. Our two-year-old began crying like 
many other children on board because the aircraft 
was dropping so quickly for an emergency 
landing."Airline said pilot had suffered a "heart 
attack"The passengers reportedly remained onboard 
for over an hour before disembarking. They then 
spent around 13 hours in the terminal while Jet2 
arranged a replacement crew. The airline flew in a 
new pilot from Manchester, and travellers continued 
to Birmingham later on a different aircraft.

"We were stranded in Portugal for over 13 hours 
without accommodation. They wouldn't let us off the 
plane itself for over an hour," a passenger said as 
quoted. "Then we were just left to wander around. 
There was nowhere to stay.  They said 
accommodation was too expensive.”

Jet2 Pilot Suffers "Heart 
Attack" At 30,000 Ft, Plane 
Makes Emergency Landing 
In Portugal

World.(Agency) 
China launched its Shenzhou-23 mission on Sunday, 

which will see a Chinese astronaut spend a full year in 
orbit for the first time, a crucial step in Beijing's 
ambition to send humans to the Moon by 2030.

The Long March 2-F rocket blasted off in a cloud of 
flames and smoke on time at 11:08 pm (1508 GMT) 
from the Jiuquan launch centre in China's 
northwestern Gobi Desert, video from state 
broadcaster CCTV showed.The spacecraft separated 
from the rocket around 10 minutes later and entered 
orbit, the Chinese space agency (CMSA) said on 
social media."The astronauts are in good condition, 
and the launch has been a complete success," it 
added.The mission marks the first spaceflight ever 
undertaken by an astronaut from Hong Kong: 43-
year-old Li Jiaying (Lai Ka-ying in Cantonese), who 
previously worked for the Hong Kong police.Other 
crew members include 39-year-old space engineer 
Zhu Yangzhu and 39-year-old Zhang Zhiyuan, a 
former air force pilot, who is travelling into space for 
the first time.Cheering crowds waved Chinese flags 
at a farewell ceremony ahead of the launch, while a 
band played and the three astronauts saluted on stage.

The crew is set to carry out numerous scientific projects 
in life sciences, materials science, fluid physics and 
medicine.A key experiment of Shenzhou-23 will be 
the full-year stay in orbit by one of the crew in order 
to study the effects of a long stay in microgravity.

Year-Long ExperimentThe experiment is part of 
China's preparations for future lunar missions, as 
well as missions to Mars.The astronaut selected for 
this one-year mission will be named at a later date, 
depending on the progress of the Shenzhou-23 
mission, a spokesperson for the CMSA said on 
Saturday.The main challenges will be long-term 
effects on humans, including bone density loss, 
muscle wasting, radiation exposure, sleep 
disturbances, behavioural and psychological fatigue, 
said Richard de Grijs, an astrophysicist and professor 
at Macquarie University in Australia.He also 
underlined the importance of reliable water and air 
recycling systems, as well as the ability to manage 
potential medical emergencies far from Earth.China 
is "steadily" building operational experience for 
"sustained occupation" of its Tiangong space station, 
and year-long missions are an important step towards 
future lunar and potentially deep-space ambitions, de 
Grijs told AFP.
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more than channels of electricity generation. The INDIA’s Himalayan policy may finally be catching up 
Ganga, in particular, is an ecological, cultural and with geological reality. The Centre’s decision to 
spiritual lifeline. Excessive damming disrupts oppose new hydroelectric projects in the upper reaches 
sediment flow, biodiversity and the natural rhythm of of the Ganga basin marks a significant departure from 
the river, while tunnelling and blasting weaken already the long-held belief that every river can be engineered 
fragile slopes. The emphasis on maintaining into an energy asset. After years of ecological warnings 
environmental flows is therefore both scientifically and repeated disasters, the government has 
sound and environmentally necessary.acknowledged that the fragile Alaknanda-Bhagirathi 

This does not mean India can abandon its renewable region cannot endlessly absorb the burden of 
energy ambitions. But climate goals cannot be pursued aggressive infrastructure expansion. The shadow of the 
through projects that intensify ecological vulnerability 2013 Kedarnath tragedy still looms large over 
and disaster risks. Uttarakhand’s development model Uttarakhand. Since then, the Himalayas have 
must move towards safer, decentralised and less witnessed recurring landslides, glacial bursts, tunnel 
intrusive alternatives rather than large-scale collapses and ground subsidence. Each calamity has 
interventions that repeatedly test nature’s limits. The reinforced what environmentalists and geologists have 
Centre’s shift offers an opportunity to redefine long argued: the young Himalayan ecosystem is 
development in the Himalayas —as a commitment to inherently unstable and highly vulnerable to reckless 
balance energy needs with ecological survival. The construction activity. Hydropower may qualify as sustainable.The Centre’s affidavit before the Supreme 
mountains have issued enough warnings already.renewable energy, but in ecologically fragile Court reflects a welcome recognition that rivers are 

mountains, it cannot automatically be called 

Securities Markets 
Code | Don't leave 
adjudication open to 

discretion

India returns to its geopolitical centre

Limiting dams: Ecology finally shapes Himalayan policy

The proposed Securities Markets Code 
consolidates the three existing laws into a single 
legislative framework. There are good reasons 
for such a rationalisation.Consider this. The 
Securities and Exchange Board can initiate three 
types of proceedings—under Section 11B of the 
Sebi Act, resulting in preventive and remedial 
directions; enquiry proceedings, which could 
lead to suspension or cancellation of registration; 
and adjudication proceedings, which could 
culminate in the imposition of monetary 
penalties. Comparable provisions exist under the 
other two securities enactments as well.In 
practice, the same case often triggers parallel 
proceedings before different authorities within 
Sebi. Although these proceedings are legally 
independent, authorities lower in the institutional 
hierarchy generally tend to arrive at findings 
similar to those reached at higher levels. 
Conflicting findings remain possible, too. More 
fundamentally, the nature of the sanction is 
determined at the stage of initiating proceedings, 
before the gravity of the contravention is fully 
established.The SMC seeks to address these 
concerns by consolidating the multiple 
enforcement tracks into a single adjudicatory 
proceeding. An adjudicating officer, who may be 
anyone from a division chief or the chairperson, 
may determine the contravention first and then 
impose appropriate outcomes. The framework 
embeds proportionality and deterrence by 
requiring consideration of factors such as intent, 
duration and frequency of the contravention, 
unlawful gains, investor harm, impact on market 
integrity, conduct of the noticee before and after 
the contravention, precedents, and aggravating 
or mitigating circumstances.This is a significant 
improvement. Yet, the consolidation of 
proceedings also concentrates discretion in ways 
that may create new risks for consistency, 
predictability and credibility.

Under the earlier framework, monetary penalties 
could be imposed by a division chief, while more 
severe sanctions such as cancellation of 
registration or market restraints were generally 
imposed by a whole-time member. There was, 
thus, a broad correspondence between the 
seriousness of the contravention, the severity of 
the sanction and the rank of the authority 
imposing it. The SMC may enable subordinate 
legislation to prescribe the level of officer who 
may act as AO, depending on the case’s gravity. 
Such calibration would strengthen institutional 
credibility and reinforce confidence in the 
outcomes.The SMC also departs from the earlier 
model under which adjudication procedures 
were prescribed through rules framed by the 
government. It instead proposes that procedures 
be specified through Sebi regulations. This risks 
collapsing the distinction between rule-making 
and enforcement, since the same authority would 
frame the norms, initiate proceedings, appoint 
AOs, and prescribe the adjudicatory process. 
Retaining government-made procedural rules 
would preserve a healthier institutional 
separation.

The more serious concern, however, lies in the 
architecture of enforcement discretion. Under 
Clause 20, the AO may impose one or more of 
five broad categories of measures: suspension or 
cancellation of registration, cease-and-desist 
directions, monetary penalties, disgorgement, 
and other appropriate directions. The code does 
not indicate when one remedy should be 
preferred over another, or when multiple 
remedies should be imposed.

ZIndia’s establishment has a habit of waiting for inconvenient energies to dissipate. But 
the cockroach is among the most resilient creatures

America remains its largest trading partner. While upright;” to Atal Bihari Vajpayee’s invitation to Bill REPORTS that Chinese President Xi Jinping and Russian 
Putin’s visit to Beijing this week tells us that in the fourth Clinton to India in 2000, only two years after the US had President Vladimir Putin are coming to India in 
year of his stalemated war with Ukraine, and with the sanctioned India for going nuclear — the former US September to attend the BRICS summit are welcome — 
help of leaky Western sanctions, Russia will continue to President spent five glorious days in India, being feted especially in the wake of the Quad foreign ministers’ 
seek the stabilisation of key relationships, such as China everywhere he went (and about five hours in Pakistan in a meeting this coming Monday, when US Secretary of 
and India. (Russia is keenly aware that China’s security bubble), enjoying himself so much that it didn’t State Marco Rubio plus the foreign ministers of Japan 
economic ties with the US will limit Beijing’s feelings matter anymore who had punished whom and who had and Australia arrive in the capital.An India-Africa 
for Moscow, no matter how much the two agree on other offered forgiveness.That’s why the “coat-tail school of summit slated over the next few days has had to be 
matters.)Let’s call this the Age of Seeking New Friends diplomacy”, which proposes that you ally with a unfortunately put off because the Ebola virus is rearing 
and Influencing Peoples — even elites, who live on the powerful power so that you avail of the benefits that come its head.At long last, India is returning to its own 
right side of the railway track and are in the business of with being in its shadow — much like what Japan and geopolitical centre. It may have taken Donald Trump’s 
managing nations will understand the spirit that infuses ASEAN nations have done these past several decades — irrepressible fondness for Pakistan, the war in West 
multi-alignment. This is not a withdrawal from the cannot work with India. The country is too vast, too Asia’s knock on the economy and the potentially 
world, like non-alignment was, but an even greater different, too diverse, too messy to fit into one regimented doomsday US-China cinch to focus the mind. At last it’s 
engagement. As India enters the 80th year of its framework. That’s why the One District, One Cuisine happening — notwithstanding the lecturing by senior 

policy in Uttar Pradesh (none of which are MEA official Sibi George about 
non-vegetarian), is bound to come a-India’s ancient civilisational 
cropper. To take the food allegory a bit heritage to a young Norwegian 
further, the BJP has understood that its beef reporter because she asked a 
bans in the North Indian states it rules quest ion that  he ent i re ly  
cannot be imposed on its allies in North-disapproved of.Fact is, Xi Jinping 
East India.and Vladimir Putin and Lula da 

That’s why the return of PM Modi’s foreign Silva and Cyril Ramaphosa and 
policy to its own geopolitical centre is Narendra Modi are all going to be 
welcome. The challenges are enormous in the same room a few months 
because the straying has accentuated some from now — all leaders of China, 
fractures, distended some relationships and Russia, Brazil, South Africa and 
broken off others. It is equally true that the India, the founder members of 
straying has taught us a valuable lesson, BRICS. The Quad foreign 
which is to trust, but verify. RSS leader min is te rs ’ meet ing  i s  an  
Dattatreya Hosabale’s exhortation to PM indication that the long-delayed 
Modi to normalise ties with Pakistan — Quad summit could materialise 
keep your borders stable, remain watchful, soon.
he is saying — is an essential part of the It’s a measure of how things have 
“trust, but verify” doctrine first enunciated changed if only to remain the 
by that all-time guru, Chanakya. (Like same, is the real story of India’s 
Vajpayee and Manmohan Singh, stabilising foreign policy in the last 12 years, 
borders was the first touchstone of Deng since PM Modi won power. India 
Xiaoping’s foreign policy in the early has deepened friendships with the 
1980s; these gentlemen understood that a US (these days on a bit of a roller-

independence, it has understood that as a regional power 
calm periphery is a recipe for peace within.)coaster), Israel and UAE, faced off with China on the 

that must make the best use of its circumstances, it is best 
The return of both BRICS and Quad is a good sign, because cold, icy heights of Galwan, made friends with Pakistan 

suited to the pursuit of multiple relationships.
both are centres of stability. Sending a political player to and then punished it for continuing cross-border 

Not that India has not spoken its mind even when the tie 
Bangladesh is an expansion of that idea. Sweetening ties terrorism, sought to reinvent other parts of its 

with the former Soviet Union resembled an alliance. 
in Sonia Gandhi’s mother country, Italy, was a tiny neighbourhood (like Bangladesh and Sri Lanka) and 

When Boris Pasternak won the Nobel Prize for 
gesture worthy of that Italian philosopher, Machiavelli.gone Dutch in the Netherlands. As for Norway, we know 

Literature in 1958 for Doctor Zhivago, it was Jawaharlal 
Now to restart the hard work of fixing the house within. by now that it’s a six-letter Wordle you can rearrange 

Nehru who led the charge for allowing him to travel to 
Sending Sibi George home for an all-expenses-paid trip nicely when you drop the 18th letter in the alphabet.

Sweden to receive the medal. (The Soviets didn’t listen.)
to Kerala to relook at how communities as different as Not that a new international realignment is in the offing 

So many other examples come to mind. From Indira 
Syrian Christians and Moplah Muslims and Malabar just because India is hosting the BRICS summit. The 

Gandhi’s smiling retort to an American journalist who 
Hindu Nairs look at the same story might be a good Trump visit to Beijing last week told us that China will 

asked if India leant Left or Right, and she said “we stand 
beginning.continue to refuse to confront the Americans, because 

THE GREAT GAME: Challenges are enormous because the straying has accentuated fractures, distended relationships

that number sit with you for a moment. Sixteen million. to 29, climbing to 13.6% in urban areas. More than half ambassadorship. This is a signal: that the sentiment LET me tell you something about India that most people 
of Indian Gen Zs have reportedly postponed major life animating the CJP resonates well beyond the campus in positions of authority still refuse to accept: this The CJP's founder Abhijeet Dipke told the Associated 
decisions— buying homes, starting families — because and the hostel room.Predictably, the establishment's country's youth is neither stupid nor silent. They are, in Press quite plainly: "It is the younger people who were 
of economic anxiety. These are not abstract statistics. first instinct was suppression. The CJP's X account, fact, ferociously, brilliantly, devastatingly articulate and actually very frustrated. They didn't have any outlet. 
These are the young men and women who crammed for which had gathered around 2,00,000 followers, was when you insult them from the highest Benches of the They were really angry at the government." That 
competitive exams only to discover that the papers had withheld in India. The response from Dipke? A new land, they don't sulk.They organise. They satirise. And sentence is worth printing on the front page of every 
been leaked. Who graduated to find that the job market account, a poster reading "Cockroach is back," and the they may make you look like a fool in ways that no newspaper in this country — not because it is revelatory, 

had moved on without them. Who scroll immortal line: "You thought you can get rid of us? Lol." editorial, no press conference, and no prime-
Instagram at midnight not for entertainment, If you needed any further evidence that this generation time debate ever could.Chief Justice Surya 
but because there is genuinely nothing else to has absorbed India's political theatre and is now writing Kant, in an open court hearing, declared that 
do. its own script, there it is.Now, before the usual brigade "parasites" were attacking the system and 

of credentialed commentators rushes to dismiss this as then, with perhaps rightful and breathtaking And what did their Chief Justice call them? 
mere social media froth, let me offer a counter. Every condescension, compared unemployed Cockroaches.
significant political realignment in recent Indian history youngsters to cockroaches —those who Well. You reap what you sow.
has had a cultural precursor. The Anna Hazare "don't get any employment or have any place The genius of the Cockroach Janta Party is not 
movement lived on social media before it hit the streets.in the profession" and who "start attacking merely that it is funny, though it undeniably 

everyone." Now, one presumes that a man Movements do not arrive fully formed; they gather energy is.Its genius lies in the alchemy of reclamation. 
who has presided over some of the most from precisely these kinds of cultural flashpoints.The party calls itself the "Voice of the Lazy and 
consequential constitutional matters in The CJP may never file a nomination paper. It may never Unemployed." Its satirical manifesto demands 
recent memory would possess, at minimum, contest an election. But it has done something arguably a ban on post-retirement Rajya Sabha seats for 
the political instinct to avoid comparing an more important: it has given a name, an identity, and a chief justices, 50% reservation for women in 
entire generation of struggling young vocabulary to a generation's rage.Dipke — who is Dalit, Parliament, and a 20-year ban on defecting 
Indians to insects. and has faced casteist attacks online since that identity legislators. These are not the demands of 

The clarification that followed — that the CJI became public — has spoken of wanting the CJP to nihilists. These are the demands of people who 
had been misquoted, that he was referring to guide supporters towards concrete activism: filing RTIs, have been paying attention — who understand 
those with fraudulent degrees, not the youth becoming politically engaged, refusing to be invisible. the architecture of how power perpetuates 
at large — landed with the grace of a That is not the language of a meme page. That is the itself in this country and who, in the language 
courtroom adjournment that nobody asked language of a movement.India's establishment has a of memes and irony, are demanding but because it is so obvious and yet so consistently 
for.The damage, as they say in South Delhi drawing well-practised habit of waiting for inconvenient accountability.Anurag Kashyap, Dia Mirza, Sonakshi ignored by those who govern us.
rooms, had been done. But something rather energies to dissipate. Sometimes that strategy works. Sinha, Kunal Kamra and the usual suspects have India has a youth employment problem that is not a secret 
magnificent had also begun. But the cockroach, as biology will confirm, is among the followed the CJP's Instagram page. You may roll your but is treated like one. Government data reveals an 

most resilient creatures on the planet. It survives Within six days of its launch on May 16, the Cockroach eyes at celebrity endorsement, and normally I would unemployment rate of nearly 10% among those aged 15 
conditions that would obliterate lesser species.Janta Party had amassed over 16 million followers. Let join you. But this is different. This is not brand 

The cockroach has spoken. India should listen

The Ganga, in particular, is an ecological, cultural and spiritual lifeline
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The Sikh Times
Maligaon, 25th May: In a major step

towards enhancing passenger comfort and
hygiene standards, Northeast Frontier
Railway has commissioned a modern
BOOT Laundry facility at Rautara under
Katihar Division. With a processing capac-
ity of 24 tonnes per day, the facility is capa-
ble of catering to the entire linen washing
requirement of Katihar Division and will
ensure uninterrupted supply of clean and
hygienic bedrolls even during the busiest
travel seasons. The state-of-the-art laundry
will provide freshly washed and high-quali-
ty linens for major Katihar Division based
trains including the Amrapali Express and
Champaran Humsafar Express. Equipped
with advanced automated machinery, the
facility ensures 100% stain-free washing,
thereby improving passenger comfort and
reducing complaints related to hygiene
and linen quality during train journeys.
The fully mechanised laundry system has
been designed to efficiently handle large
volumes of linen while optimising the
usage of water, power, steam and chemi-

cals. The washing process begins with
weighing and feeding of soiled linens into

an automatic conveyor system. Through
computerised operations, the linens are
loaded into a tunnel batch washer for thor-

ough washing and cleaning. After washing,
robotic feeding systems automatically

transfer the linens from the washer to the
dryers. Water extraction is carried out
through a hydraulic pressing system to

facilitate maximum removal of moisture.
The linens are then moved through shuttle
conveyors and dried in industrial dryers.
Subsequently, the linens pass through
advanced ironing and automatic folding
machines to ensure proper finishing and
presentation. To maintain strict quality
standards, a Whiteness Meter is used to
check the cleanliness and brightness of the
linens before dispatch. Finally, the linen
sets are hygienically packed and supplied
to their respective trains. Currently, 08
mechanized laundries are operational
across Northeast Frontier Railway.
Additionally, the existing mechanized laun-
dry at Kamakhya (KYQ) has been aug-
mented from 4 tonnes to 6 tonnes capacity,
further strengthening the zone’s capability
to meet the growing demand for quality
linen services. The commissioning of this
advanced BOOT Laundry facility is anoth-
er significant initiative by Northeast
Frontier Railway towards improving
onboard passenger amenities and main-
taining high standards of cleanliness,
hygiene and comfort for passengers travel-
ling across Katihar Division.

NFR Enhances Passenger Comfort with New
High-Tech Laundry Facility at Rautara
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awareness, perspective, and kindness, families behind the game. Hopefully, this Kolkata. (Agency)  
Australian cricketer Travis Head’s wife, reminding fans players and families are real encourages more kindness, and support for 

Jessica, has spoken out about facing people.“It feels like a repeat of the abuse one another,” Jessica added.
WHAT HAPPENED BETWEEN HEAD renewed online abuse following a heated that happened after the World Cup. I woke 

AND KOHLI?on-field incident involving Head and Virat up to my socials blasting... we are fine but 
Kohli during the IPL 2026 clash between The flashpoint unfolded during Shivang 
Sunr i se r s  Hyderabad  and  Roya l  Kumar’s opening over as Venkatesh Iyer 
Challengers Bengaluru on May 22. launched an aggressive attack, finding 

boundaries with ease. Amid the onslaught, Jessica revealed that she has once again been 
Kohli appeared to gesture towards Travis targeted with abusive messages and trolling 
Head, who was stationed at mid-wicket, across social media platforms after Head 
seemingly inviting him to take over the was involved in an on-field spat with Kohli. 
bowling duties. At another moment, Kohli She said the situation has been emotionally 
was also seen motioning the Australian draining and distressing for her and her 
away.Head eventually entered the attack in family.She added that the nature of the 
the 18th over and made an instant impact, abuse felt like a repeat of what she 
removing RCB skipper Rajat Patidar with experienced after the ICC ODI World Cup they are attacking my friends and family,” 
just his second ball. However, that was not 2023. Head had rattled India with his Jessica told Australian media outlet The 
the only tense exchange between the two match-winning 137-run knock in the final Advertiser.I think across all sports at the 
stars. Later in the innings, Head crossed in Ahmedabad.‘THEY ARE ATTACKING moment there’s an important conversation 
paths with Kohli while shifting fielding FRIENDS AND FAMILY’ around mental health, perspective and the 

Jessica said she woke up to abusive social positions, with the former India captain way we speak to one another. Passion will 
media messages targeting her friends and once again appearing to exchange words always be part of sport, but so is 
family, urging better mental health with him.remembering there are real people and 

reputation for swinging the new ball and New Delhi. (Agency)  
thriving under pressure. She also holds the Australian fast-bowling legend Megan 
record for the most wickets in Women’s Schutt has confirmed that the Women’s 
T20 World Cup history, with 48 scalps in T20 World Cup 2026 in England and Wales 
29 matches at an economy rate of will be her final major ICC tournament. 
5.65.SCHUTT NOT PLANNING The veteran pacer revealed that she is 
OVERALL RETIREMENT YETpreparing to gradually pass the baton to the 

Despite announcing that the T20 World Cup next generation after more than a decade at 
will be her final ICC campaign, Schutt the highest level of international cricket.
clarified that she is not yet planning a Schutt, who made her international debut in 
complete retirement from cricket. The 2012, has established herself as one of the 
Australian quick said she has not mapped greatest fast bowlers in women’s cricket 
out a fixed timeline for stepping away history. The 33-year-old has taken more 
from the game entirely."I'm not much of a than 300 international wickets across 
planner; I like to go with the flow. But formats and has played a key role in 
with how often World Cups are, and Australia’s dominance over the last decade.
everything in between, there's always a Schutt admitted that Australia’s recent semi-
carrot that gets dangled and eventually final exits at ICC events have continued to 
you have to make a decision,” Schutt hurt, especially after being part of so many 
added.successful campaigns in the past. However, 

Australia will head into the Women’s T20 she also said the setbacks have motivated 
more. But then you think of the kids that World Cup aiming for a record-extending her to help the younger players experience 
haven't won a World Cup; it's a good seventh title. The tournament begins on World Cup success."I'm competitive in 
reminder I've been lucky and want to restart June 12, with Australia opening their everything I do, which is a good and a bad 
that with the next generation,” Schutt told campaign against South Africa in thing, the last two have stung and, after 
AAP.Over the years, Schutt has earned a Manchester on June 13.being part of a lot of success, it stings even 

Australia pace legend set to retire from 
ICC events after Women's T20 World Cup

NEW DELHI. (Agency)  
Delhi Capitals captain Axar Patel has backed 

SunRisers Hyderabad to win the Indian 
Premier League title this year. Speaking 
after the team’s final league-stage match of 
the season, Axar said SRH’s explosive top 
order makes them one of the most dangerous 
teams in the competition and warned that 
they would be difficult to stop if their batters 
fire in the playoffs.SunRisers Hyderabad 
sealed their playoffs qualification with a 
commanding 55-run win over Royal 
Challengers Bengaluru in their final league-
stage game. Playing against the table-
toppers at the Rajiv Gandhi International 
Stadium in Hyderabad, SRH produced one 
of their most complete performances of the 
season to finish third in the standings.

SRH will now face Rajasthan Royals in the 
Eliminator on May 27 at the Mullanpur 
Stadium in New Chandigarh.“I think SRH is 
a strong team. When their top three score 
runs, they look like a formidable unit,” Axar 
Patel told the broadcaster after Delhi 
Capitals’ match against Kolkata Knight 
Riders.

A SEASON OF LEARNINGS FOR AXAR 
PATEL

Delhi Capitals finished IPL 2026 in sixth place 
with 14 points from 14 matches. The side 
suffered a major slump midway through the 
tournament and failed to recover in time to 
stay alive in the playoffs race.Although 
Delhi won their final three matches of the 
season to finish on a positive note, it was not 
enough to break into the top four, extending 
their playoffs drought to five consecutive 
years.Reflecting on the campaign, Axar 
admitted that Delhi failed to capitalise on 
key moments during the tournament.

“You have to accept your mistakes and then 
you can realise what else you can do. One 
match here or there is fine. We have played 
good cricket, but had we grabbed the key 
moments in one or two games, things would 
be different,” Axar said.Delhi struggled 
particularly in the middle phase of the 
tournament, losing back-to-back games 
against Punjab Kings and Royal Challengers 
Bengaluru. Their fielding lapses and 
inability to close out crunch moments 
repeatedly cost them valuable points.

pharma party and walked away with the enhancement.The irony deepened in the NEW WATER BENCHMARKS
loot.Turns out, freeing science from Women’s 100m sprint. The crown went to While the track felt like a bit of a dud for the 
regulatory limits does not instantly produce pro-doping crowd, the pool saw a massive 
superhumans. financial and athletic explosion. Mind you, 

RESULTS ON THE TRACK this explosion happened because the 
E n h a n c e d  G a m e s  a l l o w e d  b o t h  The main hook of the Enhanced Games was 
performance-enhancing drugs and the high-the promise of shattering track records by 
tech polyurethane "super-suits" that the freeing athletes from pesky anti-doping 
Olympics banned back in 2010 for being regulations. Instead, the night just proved 
literal cheat codes.Greece’s Kristian that Usain Bolt’s legendary 9.58-second 
Gkolomeev absolutely tore through the 100m record remains  completely  
Men’s 50m Freestyle. He touched the wall in untouchable, even when the competition is 
a blistering 20.81 seconds, technically chemically supercharged.In a massive twist 
clipping the official, drug-free world record for the organisers, clean athletes completely 
mark of 20.88 seconds.swept the flagship sprint events. Fred Kerley Las Vegas. (Agency)  

claimed the title of "World's Fastest Man" at Because he broke the barrier under the event's The inaugural, highly controversial Enhanced 
the event, capturing a hefty 250,000 US wildcard rules, Gkolomeev earned a Tristan Evelyn, an explicitly non-enhanced, Games wrapped up in Las Vegas, delivering a 
Dollars grand prize. Running entirely clean ridiculous 1,000,000 US Dollars world completely drug-free athlete. Evelyn clocked beautifully awkward reality check for the 
and un-enhanced, Kerley clocked a solid record bonus on top of his 250,000 US an 11.14-second run, completely outclassing multi-million dollar "doped Olympics" 
9.97 seconds. While it was an excellent Dollars winner's purse. International her chemically enhanced peers. She snatched experiment. Organizers threw millions at the 
performance for a natural athlete, the fact that swimming governing bodies won't touch this the 250,000 US Dollars first-place check and event, practically begging science to 
a non-enhanced runner claimed the flagship record with a ten-foot pole, but Gkolomeev headed to the bank, leaving a stadium full of humiliate natural human limits. Instead, the 
crown was an awkward result for a showcase likely won't care while cashing a 1.25 million scientifically optimised sprinters wondering night's biggest winners were clean, un-
built around the power of chemical US Dollars pay cheque.where their money went.enhanced athletes who gatecrashed the 

SPORTS

holding onto his left hamstring in subsequently defending their Copa America 
noticeable discomfort. Shortly after, he title, the legendary number 10 remains the 
w a s  s u b s t i t u t e d  f o r  M a t e o  undeniable focal point around whom the 
Silvetti.However, it was his post- entire national team is built.
substitution behaviour that truly sounded Messi has previously stated that he would try 
the alarm bells. Instead of taking a seat on his best to be ready for the World Cup but 
the Inter Miami bench to watch the emphasised he would not force his 
remainder of the game, Messi bypassed his participation if it put the team's collective 
teammates entirely and headed straight success at risk. He famously battled through 
down the tunnel to the dressing room. an injury in the 2024 Copa America final as 

New Delhi. (Agency)  Inter Miami has yet to provide an official well, proving his immense dedication to the 
If you are waking up and reading this first thing medical update regarding the severity of the badge.Domestic league success will do little 

in the morning, this is probably the exact issue, leaving an anxious void of to calm the nerves of an entire nation. 
nightmare scenario you were hoping to information. While a dark cloud formed over Argentina has been slotted into Group J for 
avoid. Argentine superstar Lionel Messi has Messi's health, Inter Miami managed to the upcoming tournament, where they are 

This developing injury scare comes at a critical sent shockwaves through the football world secure an absolute goal-fest of a 6-4 victory scheduled to begin their title defence against 
juncture for the reigning world champions. after abruptly walking off the pitch during over Philadelphia.The frantic win, which Algeria, Jordan, and Austria.The matches are 
Head coach Lionel Scaloni has yet to Inter Miami’s match on Monday, May 25. successfully propelled them to second place highly anticipated blockbusters set to be 
announce Argentina's final official squad for With the highly anticipated FIFA World Cup 

in the Eastern Conference standings, was played across iconic venues in Arlington, 
the tournament, and any potential threat to 2026 just 18 days away, the timing could not 

fueled by a spectacular hat-trick from Luis Texas, and Kansas City. Now, an uneasy 
Messi's fitness completely rewrites their be worse for Argentina as fans across the 

Surez, a brace by German Berterame, and a countdown begins. Football enthusiasts 
tactical playbook.globe hold their collective breath.

dramatic stoppage-time strike from worldwide must wait to see if their captain 
The upcoming tournament in North America is LIONEL MESSI'S HAMSTRING SCARE

Argentina national teammate Rodrigo de will be physically fit to lead La Albiceleste 
widely expected to be Messi's final World The drama unfolded in the 73rd minute of a 

Paul. onto the pitch to defend their crown, or if this 
Cup appearance. Having famously led his thrilling clash against the Philadelphia 

hamstring niggle will derail his final World ARGENTINA'S TITLE DEFENCE HANGS 
country to glory in Qatar in 2022 and Union. The 38-year-old maestro was seen 

Cup dream.IN THE BALANCE

Lionel Messi picks up injury, leaves Argentina 
and fans worried for FIFA World Cup

After Virat Kohli spat, Travis Head's wife 
reveals facing hate, brutal online abuse

New Delhi. (Agency)  
24-time Grand Slam champion Novak Djokovic 

revived his viral battle dance celebration at the 
2026 French Open and even challenged Aryna 
Sabalenka with a playful message after his 
first-round win at Roland Garros.

Following his comeback victory over Giovanni 
Mpetshi Perricard, Djokovic recreated the 
same dance that became popular alongside 
Sabalenka during last year’s tournament. The 
Serbian star was seen dancing on the Roland 
Garros stairs before sending a cheeky 
challenge to the women’s World No.1.Roland 
Garros later shared a video on social media in 
which Djokovic said: “Check this out. You 
can’t beat that, Aryna. I challenge you.”The fun 
exchange quickly caught attention online, with 
fans enjoying the light-hearted rivalry between 
the two tennis stars. Sabalenka and Djokovic 
had also exchanged similar dance celebrations 
during the 2025 Roland Garros campaign, 
turning it into one of the tournament’s viral off-
court moments.

DJOKOVIC ESCAPES FIRST-ROUND 
SCARE

Djokovic survived a stern first-round test against 
Mpetshi Perricard as he battled past the 
Frenchman in four sets to reach the second 
round of the men’s singles event. The 39-year-
old recovered from a slow start to secure a 5-7, 
7-5, 6-1, 6-4 victory on Court Philippe-
Chatrier.Djokovic initially struggled against 
Perricard’s booming serve and the strong home 
support behind the young Frenchman. 
Perricard became the first French player in 14 
years to take a set off Djokovic in the opening 
round at Roland Garros after breaking serve at 
5-5 in the first set.However, the Serbian great 
showed his trademark resilience in the second 
set. After missing several break-point 
opportunities, Djokovic finally converted at 6-
5 following a thrilling 17-shot rally to level the 
match. From there, momentum shifted 
completely in his favour as he dominated the 
next two sets with his superior experience and 
consistency.

Novak Djokovic challenges 
Aryna Sabalenka with 

special dance move: You 
can't beat that

CHENNAI. (Agency)  
TIndian Grandmaster Vidit Gujrathi has 

booked his place in the grand final of the 
“India Rising: Road to EWC” qualifiers, 
moving one step closer to securing a coveted 
spot at the 2026 Esports World Cup chess 
event. The tournament, which serves as an 
official pathway to the Esports World Cup 
(EWC), has emerged as one of the biggest 
online chess qualification events for Indian 
players.Vidit’s run in the qualifiers once 
again showed his strength in rapid and online 
formats. The Indian star, known for his calm 
approach and sharp tactical play, produced a 
series of impressive performances to reach 
the summit clash of the tournament. Vidit will 
face Dutch Grandmaster Benjamin Bok in the 
grand final, with the winner earning direct 
qualification to the Esports World Cup.

After the win, Vidit also shared a video 
confirming his qualification for the final. He 
captioned the post: “Made it to the finals of 
the Esports World Cup Qualifier! Finals in 
Mumbai in July.”The India Rising event has 

attracted major attention from the chess 
community because of its massive prize pool 
and the growing connection between chess 
and esports. Organisers announced a prize 
pool of 27.5 lakh, underlining the rapid rise of 
chess in the esports ecosystem.Vidit remains 
one of India’s most accomplished chess 
players in recent years. The Nashik-born 
Grandmaster has represented India at several 
elite international tournaments and was also 
part of the historic Indian team that won gold 
at the Online Chess Olympiad in 2020.

The Esports World Cup has become a major 
platform for competitive chess after the 
game’s inclusion in the global esports 
structure. Top players from around the world 
are competing through multiple qualification 
routes for a place in the main event scheduled 
to be held in Riyadh later this year.

Earlier this month, Indian Grandmaster 
Aravindh Chithambaram became the first 
Indian player to qualify for the Esports World 
Cup chess event after winning the Road to 
EWC qualifier at DreamHack Atlanta.

Axar Patel backs SRH to 
win IPL 2026 title: That 

top 3 is formidable

Vidit Gujrathi storms into 
Esports Chess World Cup 

Qualifier final

ZThe inaugural Enhanced Games 
in Las Vegas promised a 

superhuman, drug-fuelled show. 
Instead, clean athletes 

gatecrashed the party, leaving 
doping advocates with an 
awkward reality check.

Lionel Messi left Inter Miami's match 
against Philadelphia Union after 
appearing to hurt his hamstring. The 
scare overshadowed Miami's 6-4 win 
and left Argentina fans concerned.

 

 

Doping Olympics' sprinters miss Usain Bolt's 
record, clean athletes win despite odds

NEWS BOX
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ImportantNew Delhi,.(Agency) AADHAAR OTP: A QUICK AND 
POPULAR OPTIONMany people believe that once the The filing process for Assessment Year 

‘submit’ button is clicked, the tax filing (AY) 2026–27 is now underway, and One of the easiest ways to e-verify an ITR 
process is over. However, the Income many taxpayers are getting ready to is through Aadhaar OTP. Taxpayers can 

submit their Income Tax Returns choose this option if their Aadhaar is 
(ITRs). But while most people focus on linked with their PAN and registered 
filing their return before the deadline, mobile number.After selecting the 
not everyone realises that the process Aadhaar OTP option on the income 
does not end there.After filing an ITR, tax portal, a one-time password is 
taxpayers must also e-verify it for the sent to the Aadhaar-linked mobile 
return to be treated as complete. The number. Entering the OTP completes 
good part is that there is not just one the verification in just a few minutes.
way to do it. In fact, there are five VERIFICATION THROUGH 
different ways to e-verify your ITR, BANK OR DEMAT ACCOUNT
allowing taxpayers to choose Taxpayers can also choose to verify Tax Department requires taxpayers to 
whichever option feels easiest and most their return through a bank account or verify their returns after filing.Without 
convenient.For salaried taxpayers who demat account.For this, the account e-verification, the ITR may be treated 
are not required to undergo an audit, the must first be pre-validated on the as incomplete, which could delay 
deadline to file returns for the financial income tax portal. Once selected, an refunds or even create compliance-
year 2025–26 is generally July 31, OTP is sent to the registered mobile related issues later. In simple terms, 
2026, though timelines may differ number or email linked to the account, filing the return is only half the work — 
depending on the category of helping complete the verification verification is what completes the 
taxpayer.Why E-Verification Is smoothly.process.

Who could become billionaires after 
SpaceX IPO? Meet Musk's inner circle

India's ethanol success story may be 
heading for an oversupply crisis

What kept India's petrol and diesel price 
hike lower than many nations?

New Delhi.(Agency)
 Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman on Monday 

said Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s appeal to 
conserve foreign exchange has become “very 
important” as the ongoing Iran crisis continues to 
create pressure on India’s import bill and supply 
chains.Speaking at an event in Mumbai, 
Sitharaman said higher prices of crude oil, 
fertilisers and gold are creating challenges for 
India on the external front, reported news agency 
Reuters.She also warned that the conflict could 
lead to higher fuel costs and delays in cargo 
movement, affecting both businesses and 

consumers.Her comments come days after Modi 
had urged citizens and industries to help conserve 
foreign exchange amid rising global uncertainty 
and pressure on the rupee.

As part of that push, the Prime Minister had called 
for avoiding non-essential imports and reducing 
unnecessary foreign exchange outflows. He had 
also suggested steps such as postponing 
discretionary foreign travel and avoiding gold 
purchases for a year wherever possible to help 
reduce pessure on India’s external finances.

India has been facing growing strain due to elevated 
crude oil prices linked to the Iran conflict and 
disruptions around the Strait of Hormuz, a key 
global oil shipping route.

The country imports nearly 85-90% of its crude oil 
requirements, making it highly vulnerable to 
spikes in global energy prices and a weakening 
rupee.The rupee had recently fallen close to the 
97-per-dollar mark before recovering slightly, 
while petrol and diesel prices have been raised 
four times in less than two weeks.

Economists have warned that prolonged high crude 
prices could widen India’s current account 
deficit, increase imported inflation and raise 
pressure on household expenses and businesses.

BUSINESS

Very important: FM 
Nirmala Sitharaman 
backs PM Modi's call 
to cut forex outflowSpaceX from its early days could also sales for the company’s early rockets.New Delhi.(Agency)

see life-changing wealth. Over the years, she became one of the  Elon Musk may already be the world’s 
G W Y N N E  S H O T W E L L :  T H E  most important faces of SpaceX, richest man, but SpaceX’s expected 

W O M A N  B E H I N D  S PA C E X  especially while Musk focused on his stock market debut could create a fresh 
OPERATIONS other companies.At present, her stake group of billionaires around him. As the 

in SpaceX is estimated to be worth rocket company prepares for what 
around $1 billion. If the company could be one of the biggest public 
reaches a $2 trillion valuation, that offerings in history, some of Musk’s 
figure could jump to nearly $2 billion.closest allies stand to see their fortunes 

soar.If SpaceX reaches a valuation of Sho twe l l  s t ud i ed  mechan ica l  
around $2 trillion during its much- engineering and applied mathematics 
awaited IPO, several senior executives before working in the aerospace 
and early backers could join the industry. She has often spoken 
billionaire club or see their wealth positively about working with Musk, 
multiply dramatically, reported describing him as someone who gives 
Bloomberg. While Musk would remain her the freedom to do her job.BRET 
far ahead of everyone else, the JOHNSEN: THE FINANCE MAN 
company’s top insiders are also likely to BEHIND SPACEX
enjoy massive gains.According to Another executive expected to cross 
reports, SpaceX is expected to go public the billionaire mark is Bret Johnsen, 
in June and could be valued at nearly $2 SpaceX’s Chief Financial Officer.

One of the biggest beneficiaries could be trillion. Such a valuation would make Johnsen joined the company in 2011 after Gwynne Shotwell, SpaceX’s President Musk even wealthier, potentially working in finance roles at major and Chief Operating Officer.pushing his fortune closer to the technology firms. Since then, he has 
Shotwell joined the company in 2002, trillion-dollar mark.However, Musk played a major role in handling 

shortly after it was founded. At a time will not be the only winner. A small SpaceX’s finances and maintaining 
when SpaceX was still a risky idea, she group of executives, investors and long- relationships with investors.
helped build the business and managed time supporters who helped build 

TOKYO, Japan,.(Agency)

Oil prices plunged over five percent and Asian 
markets ticked up early on Monday on hopes of a 
deal to end to the US-Iran war despite President 
Donald Trump downplaying its imminence.

As of around 2300 GMT Sunday, the price of North 
Sea Brent crude slipped 5.1 percent to $98.22 per 
barrel, while West Texas Intermediate fell 5.2 
percent to $91.57 a barrel before recovering slightly.

Japan's Nikkei share index rose more than 2.5 percent 
as of around 0030 GMT. Sydney crept slightly 
higher, while Hong Kong and Seoul were closed for 
public holidays.Trump tempered expectations of an 
agreement to end the war, saying in a Sunday social 
media post that he had "informed my 
representatives not to rush into a deal in that time is 
on our side".The conflict erupted after the United 
States and Israel attacked Iran on February 28, and 
the Islamic republic responded with missile and 
drone attacks across the region.The United States 
and Iran have observed a ceasefire since April 8 
while mediators push for a negotiated settlement, 
although Tehran has imposed controls on Gulf 
shipping and Washington has blockaded Iran's 
ports.

New Delhi.(Agency) 
Rupee began the week in green, gaining 40 paise to 

95.20 against the US dollar in early Monday trade. 
The currency was driven by optimism in global 
markets over hopes of a potential peace deal between 
the United States and Iran.In the interbank foreign 
exchange market, the rupee opened at 95.36 against 
the US dollar before strengthening to 95.20 in early 
deals, marking a gain of 40 paise from its previous 
close.On Friday, the domestic currency had already 
gained momentum, rising 75 paise to settle at 95.60 
against the US dollar. The recovery comes after rupee 
had fallen 6% since the Middle East crisis began on 
February 28, when US and Israel launched joint 
strikes on Iran.“The trade deal will be beneficial to 
both the US and India,” said Anil Kumar Bhansali, 
Head of Treasury and Executive Director, Finrex 
Treasury Advisors LLP. He added that as Monday is a 
US holiday, dollar cash demand is expected to remain 
lower, although month-end demand could emerge, 
while the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) is likely to 
remain watchful of dollar movements.The currency 
strengthened after signs that the US and Iran have 
“largely negotiated” a peace pact aimed at ending the 
nearly three-month-long conflict.However, 
uncertainty persists at the leadership level.US 
President Donald Trump told negotiators “not to rush 
into a deal” and that “both sides must take their time 
and get it right”.In parallel developmnts on the trade 
front, US Secretary of State Marco Rubio said the US 
and India are close to finalising an interim trade 
agreement, following progress in discussions with the 
US Trade Representative, who is expected to visit 
India soon.Meanwhile, the dollar index, which 
measures the greenback against a basket of six 
currencies, was down 0.20% at 99.04.In 
commodities, Brent crude, the global oil benchmark, 
declined 5.43% to $97.92 per barrel in futures 
trade.Dalal Street also reflected the positive 
sentiments, with benchmark indices surging over 1% 
in early trade. BSE Sensex jumped 908.98 points to 
76,317.85, while the Nifty rose 262.65 points to 
23,977.70.

Not sure how to e-verify your ITR? 
Here are 5 easy ways to do it

Oil prices fall over 5% on 
hopes for Iran deal

As fuel prices surged across 
several countries during the global 
oil crisis, India saw relatively 
smaller increases in petrol and 
diesel rates. So, what helped keep 
prices in check despite rising crude 
oil costs? Let's have a look.

INDIA COMPARED WITH OTHER Diesel prices have also become part of the 
COUNTRIES political debate.

Government sources said many countries Government sources claimed that some 
witnessed much steeper fuel price rises opposition-ruled states levy higher 
during the crisis.According to the taxes on diesel, pushing prices above Rs 
comparison shared by sources, petrol 100 per litre in states such as Telangana 
prices in Myanmar increased by as much and Kerala. In comparison, BJP-ruled 
as 89%, while diesel prices rose by 112%. states were said to have relatively lower 
Countries such as Pakistan, the UAE, the diesel prices.Meanwhile, sources said 
US and the Philippines reportedly saw the Centre has reduced excise duty 
fuel prices climb by more than several times since 2021 to offer relief Value Added Tax (VAT), leading to 
40–50%.In Europe, petrol prices were to consumers.different fuel prices in different regions.

In March 2026, the government reportedly said to be in the range of Rs 180 to Rs 235 Government sources alleged that some 
provided relief of up to Rs 10 per litre. per litre.In comparison, petrol in Delhi is opposition-ruled states have imposed New Delhi.(Agency) 
Officials also claimed that fuel prices priced at around Rs 102 per litre, while higher VAT, adding to the burden on  As fuel prices shot up in several countries 
were kept under control during major diesel costs nearly Rs 95 per litre. Sources consumers.As per the figures shared by during the recent global oil crisis, India 
global disruptions, including the Russia-claimed that among countries where fuel sources, Telangana has some of the saw a relatively smaller increase in petrol 
Ukraine conflict and the Hormuz crisis.is not subsidised, India remains one of the highest petrol prices at around Rs 118 per and diesel rates. While prices did go up, 

lowest-priced markets. OIL BONDS AND FINANCIAL BURDENlitre, followed by Kerala at Rs 114, government sources say a mix of delayed 
CENTRE AND STATES TRADE Government sources also targeted the Karnataka at Rs 110 and Tamil Nadu at Rs hikes, tax cuts and financial support 

BLAME OVER TAXES previous UPA government, alleging that 107 per litre.Meanwhile, BJP-ruled states measures helped keep the increase lower 
oil bonds were issued during its tenure to The fuel price debate has also turned such as Gujarat, Uttar Pradesh, Haryana than in many parts of the world.Petrol and 
manage fuel subsidies.According to the political, with government sources and Assam, along with Delhi, were said to diesel prices in India remained mostly 
current government, the financial burden pointing to state taxes as a major reason have relatively lower petrol prices, unchanged for 78 days despite rising 
is now directly borne through the Budget. f o r  p r i c e  d i f f e r e n c e s  a c r o s s  ranging between Rs 101 and Rs 104 per tensions in global oil markets. A phased 
Sources claimed that more than Rs 1.3 India.According to sources, the Centre litre.increase started later, with prices revised 
lakh crore has been paid towards oil bond charges a uniform excise duty across the DIESEL PRICES ALSO UNDER on May 15, 19, 23 and 25, taking the 
liabilities since 2021.country, while states impose their own POLITICAL SPOTLIGHToverall rise to nearly Rs 7 per litre.

Stock markets rally in early 
trade as crude oil drops 
below USD 100 per barrel

Copper prices have risen sharply this year due to supply disruptions at key global mines and strong demand from sectors such as electrification, renewable energy and artificial intelligence-led infrastructure.

Rupee on recovery track: 
Currency jumps 40 paise to 
95.2 against US dollar amid 
Middle East peace hopes

Kolkata .(Agency)
 Benchmark equity indices Sensex and Nifty surged in 

early trade on Monday supported by a sharp 
correction in crude oil prices and arally in global 
markets amid improving sentiment surrounding the 
US-Iran negotiations.The 30-share BSE Sensex 
jumped 908.98 points to 76,317.85 in early trade. 
The 50-share NSE Nifty surged 262.65 points to 
23,977.70.From the 30-Sensex firms, Mahindra & 
Mahindra, HDFC Bank, Bajaj Finance, Bajaj 
Finserv, Larsen & Toubro, and InterGlobe Aviation 
were among the biggest winners.

Tata Consultancy Services and Sun Pharma were the 
laggards.Brent crude, the global oil benchmark, 
tanked 5.58 per cent to trade at USD 97.76 per barrel.

"We are starting the week on a positive note.
Crude has dipped USD 5 to below USD 100 on 

expectations that US and Iran are close to a deal.
The market will wait and watch for clarity and 

certainty since many similar expectations have been 
belied since the start f the war.

If this expected deal holds and crude drifts down, that 
can turn out to be turning point for the market," V K 
Vijayakumar, Chief Investment Strategist, Geojit 
Investments Ltd, said.

In Asian markets, Japan's Nikkei 225 index and 
Shanghai's SSE Composite index were trading 
higher.Markets were closed in South Korea and 
Hong Kong due to holidays. US markets ended in 
positive territory on Friday.

Crude oil prices have corrected sharply, marking a 
significant pullback from recent highs above the 
USD 100-105 zone, Ponmudi R, CEO of Enrich 
Money, an online trading and wealth-tech firm, said.

"The decline in oil prices is being viewed as a 
meaningful positive for India's macroeconomic 
outlook, as softer energy prices help ease concerns 
around inflation, import costs and corporate 
profitability," he added.Foreign Institutional 
Investors (FIIs) offloaded equities worth Rs 
4,440.47 crore on Friday, according to exchange 
data.On Friday, the Sensex climbed 231.99 points, or 
0.31 per cent, to settle at 75,415.35. The Nifty edged 
higher by 64.60 points, or 0.27 per cent, to end at 
23,719.30.

India's ethanol boom helped the country 
hit E20 early. Now distilleries, oil 
companies and policymakers are 
confronting a new question. Has India 
already built more ethanol capacity than it 
needs?

starting to worry about something else: 2025-26.The policy transformed ethanol helped drive the push.
whether the country may have already from a relatively small blending exercise India imports nearly 85% of its crude oil 
built more ethanol capacity than it into one of India’s biggest clean-energy requirements and remains heavily 
currently needs.A recent industry projects.According to the report, ethanol exposed to global oil price swings and 
outlook report by Infomerics Ratings procurement rose from 67.4 crore litres in supply disruptions. Ethanol blending was 
estimated that India could soon have projected as both an energy-security 
nearly 24 billion litres of ethanol s t r a t e g y  a n d  a  r u r a l - i n c o m e  
production capacity against annual programme.
demand of roughly 11-12 billion litres The industry responded accordingly.
under the current E20 blending Sugar companies invested heavily in 
regime.That is nearly double the current distilleries. Grain-based ethanol 

New Delhi,.(Agency) blending requirement. production surged. New plants came up 
 For years, India’s ethanol push was The report itself warned that the industry rapidly across Maharashtra, Karnataka, 

projected as one of the country’s biggest could face “suboptimal capacity Gujarat and Madhya Pradesh.The entire 
clean-energy success stories. The goal utilisation”, potentially hurting the ethanol boom was built on one 
was to cut crude oil imports, support f inanc ia l  v iab i l i ty  o f  recen t ly  expectation: blending targets would 
farmers, boost sugar mills and reduce commissioned distilleries. keep rising and oil companies would 
vulnerability to global oil shocks. Which may also explain why, even before keep buying more ethanol.But even as ethanol supply year (ESY) 2014-15 to 

The government pushed aggressively. The India has fully settled into the E20 era, the blending levels rose, another trend 707.4 crore litres in ESY 2023-24, while 
industry expanded even faster.  conversation inside the industry has quietly started appearing in the numbers.blending levels climbed from 2.33% to 
Distilleries came up rapidly across states. already started shifting toward E30, E85 14.6%.The government backed the THE PROCUREMENT SLOWDOWN
Sugar companies diverted more cane and even E100. expansion with fixed procurement prices, Blending levels rose to 18.36% in 2024-25. 
toward ethanol production. Grain-based INDIA’S ETHANOL GOLD RUSH interest-subvention schemes and long- But ethanol procurement itself slowed 
plants scaled up as India accelerated its term procurement agreements through oil India’s ethanol blending programme sharply to 391 crore litres up to March 
ethanol blending programme and raced marketing companies (OMCs).accelerated sharply after the government 2025, down from 707.4 crore litres in 
toward its E20 target.Now the industry is advanced the E20 target from 2030 to The larger geopolitical backdrop also ESY 2023-24.
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LWQHVV� DQG� FHOHEULW\� SDUHQWLQJ� FDPH�)WRJHWKHU� RQ� VRFLDO� PHGLD� DIWHU� $D\XVK�
6KDUPD�VKDUHG�D�VHW�RI�DGRUDEOH�ZRUNRXW�

YLGHRV� IHDWXULQJ� KLV� FKLOGUHQ��$KLO� DQG�$\DW��
7KH� DFWRU��ZKR� LV�PDUULHG� WR� 6DOPDQ�.KDQ¶V�
VLVWHU�$USLWD�.KDQ�6KDUPD�� JDYH� IDQV� D� SHHN�
LQWR� KLV� IDPLO\� ILWQHVV� WLPH�� ZLWK� WKH� FOLSV�
TXLFNO\�GUDZLQJ�DWWHQWLRQ�RQOLQH�

,Q� WKH�YLGHRV��$D\XVK� LV�VHHQ�JXLGLQJ�$KLO�DQG�
$\DW� WKURXJK� VLPSOH� J\P� PRYHPHQWV� LQ� D�
SOD\IXO�DQG�SDWLHQW�PDQQHU��7KH�FOLSV�FDSWXUH�
KLP�DV�D�KDQGV�RQ�IDWKHU��WXUQLQJ�WKH�ZRUNRXW�
VHVVLRQ� LQWR� D� IXQ� ERQGLQJ� DFWLYLW\� ZLWK� KLV�
FKLOGUHQ�
)URP�EDVLF�PRYHPHQWV�WR�VPDOO�H[HUFLVH�GULOOV��
WKH� YLGHRV� VKRZHG� WKH� NLGV� HQWKXVLDVWLFDOO\�
IROORZLQJ� WKHLU� IDWKHU¶V� LQVWUXFWLRQV�� 6KDULQJ�
WKH�FOLSV�RQ�VRFLDO�PHGLD��$D\XVK�ZURWH��³7HDFK�
WKHP�\RXQJ����:DWFK�WKHP�JURZ�LQWR�+HDOWK\�
DQG�:LVH��$D\XVK�DOVR�DSSHDUHG� WR�KDYH� MXVW�
ILQLVKHG�DQ�LQWHQVH�ZRUNRXW�KLPVHOI��7KH�DFWRU�
ZDV�VHHQ�VKLUWOHVV�LQ�ZKLWH�ER[HUV��IODXQWLQJ�KLV�
WRQHG�SK\VLTXH�ZKLOH�KHOSLQJ�KLV�FKLOGUHQ�ZLWK�
WKHLU�H[HUFLVHV�

7KH� YLGHRV� VSDUNHG� PL[HG� UHDFWLRQV� RQOLQH��
0DQ\� XVHUV� SUDLVHG�$D\XVK� IRU� HQFRXUDJLQJ�
GLVFLSOLQH��ILWQHVV�DQG�DQ�DFWLYH�OLIHVW\OH�IURP�D�
\RXQJ� DJH�� 2WKHUV�� KRZHYHU�� TXHVWLRQHG�
ZKHWKHU�FKLOGUHQ�VKRXOG�EH�LQWURGXFHG�WR�J\P�
EDVHG�WUDLQLQJ�VR�HDUO\�
2QH� XVHU� ZURWH�� ³ � OLNH� IDWKHU��� OLNH�
GDXJKWHU���฀��$QRWKHU�FRPPHQWHG��³'HDU�VLU�	�
D\DW�EDE\�	�DKLO�EDED�ZRUN�KDUG�ZLWK�KLV�ORYHO\�
IDWKHU� � ฀฀��$� IDQ� DOVR� SUDLVHG� WKH� IDWKHU�
GDXJKWHU� PRPHQW� DQG� ZURWH�� ³%(� VWURQJ�
GDXJKWHU�DOZD\V�EKDL� ��

$FWRU� %KXPL� 3HGQHNNDU� KDV� UHDFWHG� VWURQJO\� WR� D� YLUDO� YLGHR�
VKRZLQJ�VRPH�PHQ�DOOHJHGO\�PDNLQJ�REVFHQH�JHVWXUHV�WRZDUGV�D�
ZRPDQ¶V�ZDOO�SDLQWLQJ�QHDU�D�VZLPPLQJ�SRRO��7KH�DFWRU�VKDUHG�

WKH� FOLS� RQ� VRFLDO�PHGLD� DQG� GHPDQGHG� VWULFWHU� ODZV� DJDLQVW� FULPHV�
WDUJHWLQJ� ZRPHQ� DQG� FKLOGUHQ�7KH� YLGHR�� RULJLQDOO\� VKDUHG� E\� WKH�
,QVWDJUDP�DFFRXQW�7XEH�,QGLDQ��VSDUNHG�RXWUDJH�RQOLQH��%KXPL�UHSRVWHG�
LW�RQ�KHU�,QVWDJUDP�6WRULHV�DQG�VSRNH�DERXW�ZKDW�VKH�GHVFULEHG�DV�D�
GLVWXUELQJ�PLQGVHW�DPRQJ�\RXQJ�SHRSOH�

6KDULQJ�WKH�YLUDO�FOLS��%KXPL�ZURWH��³7KLV�LV�WKH�PHQWDOLW\�RI�RXU�\RXWK��
7KHVH�DUH�WKH�VDPH�SHRSOH�ZKR�DUH�JRLQJ�WR�VH[XDOO\�DVVDXOW�FKLOGUHQ�
DQG�ZRPHQ��:H�DUH�LQ�D�SDQGHPLF��-XVW�ZRUGV�DQG�VKRZLQJ�VKDPH�LVQ¶W�
HQRXJK��6WULFWHU�ODZV��VWULFWHU�ODZV��VWULFWHU�ODZV��
+HU�UHDFWLRQ�FRPHV�DW�D�WLPH�ZKHQ�VHYHUDO�LQFLGHQWV�LQYROYLQJ�ZRPHQ¶V�
VDIHW\� KDYH� WULJJHUHG�
Q D W L R Q Z L G H�
FRQYHUVDWLRQV��,Q�UHFHQW�
GD\V�� UHSRUWV� UHODWHG� WR�
D O O H J H G � G R Z U \�
KDUDVVPHQW� DQG� PHQWDO�
W R U W X U H � F D V H V � K D Y H�
VKRFNHG�SHRSOH�DFURVV� WKH�

FRXQWU\�
2QH�VXFK�FDVH�WKDW�UHFHQWO\�GUHZ�
DWWHQWLRQ� LQYROYHG� WKH� DOOHJHG�
GRZU\� GHDWK� RI� D� ���\HDU�ROG�
ZRPDQ�LQ�%KRSDO�

7KLV� LV�QRW� WKH� ILUVW� WLPH�%KXPL�KDV�
SXEOLFO\� H[SUHVVHG� DQJHU� RYHU�
FULPHV�DJDLQVW�ZRPHQ�DQG�FKLOGUHQ��
,Q�-DQXDU\��WKH�DFWRU�KDG�UHDFWHG�WR�
UHSRUWV� DERXW� D� VL[�\HDU�ROG� JLUO�
DOOHJHGO\�JDQJ�UDSHG�E\�WKUHH�ER\V�
DJHG��������DQG����LQ�'HOKL��%KXPL�
K DG � W K HQ � V SRNHQ � DERX W � W K H�
HQYLURQPHQW� FKLOGUHQ� DUH� JURZLQJ�
XS� LQ� DQG� TXHVWLRQHG� VRFLHW\¶V�
UHVSRQVH�WR�VXFK�LQFLGHQWV�
7KH� DFWRU� VDLG�� ³%UHDNV�P\�KHDUW� WR�
VHH�XQGHU�DJH�ER\V�JR�WKURXJK�ZLWK�
VRPHWKLQJ�VR�KHLQRXV��,PDJLQH�WKH�
HQYLURQPHQWV� WKH\� DUH� JURZLQJ�XS�
LQ��:H�DUH�SXQLVKLQJ�WKH�YRLFHOHVV�LQ�
RXU�FRXQWU\��DQG�KDYH�VHQVDWLRQDOLVHG��GRJV�EHLQJ�D�WKUHDW��
'HEDWH�$URXQG�:RPHQ¶V�6DIHW\�&RQWLQXHV$FWRUV�.DQJDQD�5DQDXW�DQG�5LGKL�'RJUD�
KDYH�DOVR� UHFHQWO\�VSRNHQ�DERXW�ZRPHQ�YDOXLQJ� WKHLU� LQGHSHQGHQFH�DQG� UDLVLQJ�
FRQFHUQV�DURXQG�PDUULDJH�UHODWHG�SUHVVXUHV�

2Q�WKH�ZRUN�IURQW��%KXPL�ZDV�ODVW�VHHQ�LQ�3ULPH�9LGHR¶V�VHULHV�'DOGDO��'LUHFWHG�E\�
$PULW�5DM�*XSWD��WKH�VKRZ�LV�EDVHG�RQ�9LVK�'KDPLMD¶V�EHVWVHOOLQJ�ERRN�%KHQGL�
%D]DDU��,Q�WKH�VHULHV��%KXPL�SOD\HG�'&3�5LWD�)HUUHULD��D�SROLFH�RIILFHU�LQYHVWLJDWLQJ�
D�VHULDO�NLOOHU�ZKR�VOLWV�WKH�ZULVWV�RI�YLFWLPV�

RRQDP�3DQGH\�KDV�RIWHQ�JUDEEHG�KHDGOLQHV�3IRU�KHU�FRQWURYHUVLDO�SRVWV��EXW�WKLV�WLPH�VKH�LV�
LQ�WKH�QHZV�IRU�UDWKHU�KDSS\�QHZV��7DNLQJ�WR�

KHU�,QVWDJUDP��3RRQDP�3DQGH\�VKDUHG�D�VHULHV�RI�
SLFWXUHV�ZLWK�DQ�HYLO�H\H�HPRML�DV�WKH�FDSWLRQ��7KH�
SRVW�ORRNV�OLNH�VKH�LV�VRIW�ODXQFKLQJ�WKH�PDQ�LQ�KHU�
OLIH�
,Q�WKH�VRFLDO�PHGLD�SRVW�WKDW�3RRQDP�3DQGH\�VKDUHG��
VKH�ZDV�VHHQ�ZLWK�D�JX\�ZKRVH�IDFH�LVQ¶W�YLVLEOH�LQ�
WKH� SLFWXUHV�� 7KH� ILUVW� SLFWXUH� LQ� WKH� SRVW� KDV�
3RRQDP�ORRNLQJ�DZD\�IURP�WKH�FDPHUD�DV�D�JX\�
KXJV�KHU�ZKLOH�VKH�KLGHV�KLV�IDFH�ZLWK�KHU�KDQGV��
$QRWKHU� SLFWXUH� LQ� WKH� FDURXVHO� KDV� 3RRQDP�
3DQGH\�FOLFNLQJ�D�PLUURU�VHOILH�DV�WKH�JX\�KROGV�
KHU� IURP� EHKLQG�� ZKLOH� 3RRQDP� KLGHV� KLV� IDFH�
ZLWK�KHU�SKRQH�

3RRQDP� 3DQGH\� ZDV� SUHYLRXVO\� PDUULHG� WR� KHU�
ORQJWLPH�EHDX�6DP�%RPED\��5HSRUWHGO\��WKH\�PHW�
IRU�WKH�ILUVW�WLPH�LQ������DQG�EHJDQ�GDWLQJ��7KHLU�
UHODWLRQVKLS�JDLQHG�DWWHQWLRQ�WKURXJK�VRFLDO�PHGLD�
SRVWV�DQG�SXEOLF�DSSHDUDQFHV��6DP��D�ILOPPDNHU�
DQG�DG�GLUHFWRU��RIWHQ�FROODERUDWHG�ZLWK�3RRQDP�
SURIHVVLRQDOO\�DV�ZHOO�� ,Q�-XO\������� WKH�FRXSOH�
DQQRXQFHG�WKHLU�HQJDJHPHQW�RQ�,QVWDJUDP��7KH\�
VKDUHG� URPDQWLF� SLFWXUHV�� FRQILUPLQJ� WKH\�ZHUH�
UHDG\�WR�WDNH�WKH�QH[W�VWHS��2Q�6HSWHPEHU���RI�WKH�
VDPH� \HDU�� WKH� GXR� WLHG� WKH� NQRW� LQ� D� SULYDWH�
FHUHPRQ\��+RZHYHU��WKHLU�OLIH�WRRN�D�GUDVWLF�WXUQ�
VRRQ�DIWHU�WKHLU�PDUULDJH��7KH�WKHQ�FRXSOH�ZDV�LQ�
*RD�IRU�WKHLU�KRQH\PRRQ�ZKHQ�3RRQDP�ILOHG�DQ�
),5�DJDLQVW�6DP�DQG�DFFXVHG�KLP�RI�PROHVWLQJ��
WKUHDWHQLQJ�� DQG� DVVDXOWLQJ�KHU��7KH�*RD�3ROLFH�
DOVR�DUUHVWHG�%RPED\�EXW�ZDV� ODWHU� UHOHDVHG�RQ�
EDLO�
6KRUWO\� DIWHU� WKH� LQFLGHQW�� 3RRQDP� 3DQGH\�
ZLWKGUHZ� KHU� FRPSODLQW� DQG� GHFLGHG� WR� JLYH�
DQRWKHU�FKDQFH�WR�6DP��6KH�SXEOLFO\�VWDWHG� WKDW�
WKH\�KDG�UHVROYHG�WKHLU�GLIIHUHQFHV�DQG�ZHUH�EDFN�
WRJHWKHU��(YHQ�WKRXJK�WKH�FRXSOH�FRQWLQXHG�WKHLU�
UHODWLRQVKLS�� WKH\� UHPDLQHG� LQ� WKH� QHZV� IRU�
IUHTXHQW� GLVSXWHV�� +RZHYHU�� LQ� ������ 3RRQDP�
3DQGH\� RQFH� DJDLQ� DFFXVHG� 6DP� %RPED\� RI�
SK\VLFDO�DVVDXOW��6KH�ILOHG�D�FRPSODLQW�DJDLQVW�KLP�
DIWHU�KH�DOOHJHGO\�KLW�KHU��)ROORZLQJ�WKLV��3RRQDP�
GHFLGHG�WR�HQG�KHU�UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�6DP�

2QH�KXJ��RQH�VKRXW�RXW��DQG�&DQQHV�KDG�LWV�PRPHQW��$IWHU�GD\V�RI�ZDLWLQJ�IRU�$LVKZDU\D�5DL�
%DFKFKDQ¶V�DSSHDUDQFH�DW�WKH������&DQQHV�)LOP�)HVWLYDO��WKH�DFWRU�ILQDOO\�VWHSSHG�RQWR�WKH�UHG�
FDUSHW�DQG�LPPHGLDWHO\�EHFDPH�RQH�RI�WKH�ELJJHVW�KLJKOLJKWV�RI�WKH�HYHQLQJ��:KLOH�KHU�ORRNV�

GUHZ�SOHQW\�RI�DWWHQWLRQ��LW�ZDV�KHU�KHDUWZDUPLQJ�UHXQLRQ�ZLWK�ORQJWLPH�IULHQG�(YD�/RQJRULD�WKDW�
WUXO\�WRRN�RYHU�VRFLDO�PHGLD�9LGHRV�IURP�WKH�UHG�FDUSHW�ZHQW�YLUDO�VRRQ�DIWHU��VKRZLQJ�(YD�YLVLEO\�
WKULOOHG�RQ�VSRWWLQJ�$LVKZDU\D��7KH�WZR�DFWRUV��ZKR�KDYH�VKDUHG�D�ORQJ�IULHQGVKLS�WKURXJK�WKHLU�
DVVRFLDWLRQ�DV�/¶2UpDO�DPEDVVDGRUV��JUHHWHG�HDFK�RWKHU�ZDUPO\�EHIRUH�SRVLQJ�WRJHWKHU�IRU�WKH�
FDPHUDV�

,Q�RQH�RI�WKH�YLUDO�FOLSV��(YD�FDQ�EH�
VHHQ�H[FLWHGO\�ZDONLQJ�WRZDUGV�
$LVKZDU\D�DQG�FKHHULQJ�IRU�KHU�
LQ�IURQW�RI�WKH�SKRWRJUDSKHUV�
³7KDW¶V�P\�EHVW�IULHQG��:H�KDYH�
DUULYHG��&DQQHV� FDQ� VWDUW� QRZ���
(YD� H[FODLPHG� EHIRUH� KXJJLQJ�
$ L V K Z D U \ D � R Q � W K H � U H G�
FDUSHW�$LVKZDU\D� JUHHWHG� KHU�ZLWK�
HTXDO� ZDUPWK�� DQG� WKH� WZR� SRVHG�
WRJHWKHU�DV�SKRWRJUDSKHUV�FDSWXUHG�WKH�
UHXQLRQ��$QRWKHU�YLGHR��ODWHU�VKDUHG�RQ�
(YD� /RQJRULD¶V� ,QVWDJUDP� 6WRULHV��

VKRZHG� WKH� WZR� H[FKDQJLQJ� FKHHN�NLVVHV� DQG� FKDWWLQJ� KDSSLO\� RQ� WKH� UHG� FDUSHW�� 7KH� FOLS��
RULJLQDOO\�SRVWHG�E\�*DODIU��UHIOHFWHG�WKH�HDV\�ERQG�WKH�WZR�VWDUV�KDYH�VKDUHG�IRU�\HDUV�

7KH�UHXQLRQ�TXLFNO\�EHFDPH�RQH�RI�WKH�PRVW�WDONHG�DERXW�PRPHQWV�IURP�&DQQHV��)DQV�IORRGHG�VRFLDO�
PHGLD�ZLWK�FRPPHQWV�FHOHEUDWLQJ�WKHLU�IULHQGVKLS�DQG�UHG�FDUSHW�FKHPLVWU\�
2QH�XVHU�ZURWH��³(YD�/RQJRULD���$LVKZDU\D�5DL�IULHQGVKLS��7LPHOHVV�,7¶6�:257+�,7���$QRWKHU�
FRPPHQWHG�� ³20*� #DLVKZDU\DUDLEDFKFKDQBDUE� LV� ORRNLQJ� %UHDWKWDNLQJ�� $QG� KHUH� WKH� 7ZR�
6ZHHWKHDUWV�PHHW�DJDLQ�$LVK�DQG�(YD��



Tips to crack your job

CareerTech& CareerCareerTech& Career

Here are a few tips on how you can sail 
through your first job interview.
The foremost issue all organizations 
face is that candidates do not match up 
to the needs of the job. Many job 
aspirants look at their careers from a 
myopic view of brands and fancy 
designations coupled with fat salaries. 
The first five years of one's 
professional life are formative, which 
is why this period should be utilized to 
gather  profound profess ional  
experience. This is not the time to hunt 
for a cozy post.

The most important task 
before preparing for a job 
interview is to start with a 
self-assessment of whether 
you suit the position and 
o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n  
q u e s t i o n . Vi s u a l i s e  
yourself as a part of the 
organization:
How confident do you feel 
about being there? Is the 
work is in line with your 
interest and natural abilities?
The inner call, backed up by 
research, is crucial before you 
choose to go for the interview. 
There is a job for everyone; they 
jus t  need to  
home in on the 
right place.
-  A  l o t  o f  
engineers may 
actually do well 
i n  c r e a t i v e  
positions than 
technical roles. If 
t e c h n i c a l  
expertise is your 
area of interest 
and prowess, go 
for it .Evaluate 
which subject or 
activity you are 
best at. It shows 
your interest and 
natural inclination. 
If the inner call 
says, `choose an 
alternative career,' 
please do so. Do not succumb to social 
pressure. It is better to succeed than to 
`ape' and remain mediocre.
- The interviewer has been entrusted 
with the task of hiring the best in a 
competitive environment. It is thus your 
responsibility to convince him/her of 
your capabilities. Data and facts always 
help, so converge on tangible 
information rather than abstract points. 

However, the statistics must be 
focused on competencies.
- Provide information on your 
strengths with evidence of its 
practical application in real life.
- Talk about your extracurricular 
activities and the difficult choices 
you made in life; it shows leadership 
attributes and job-fit skill sets.
- Talk about facts that show you make 

your choices and are not led by others 
alone. Highlight team activities you 
have undertaken - it shows your 
ability to collaborate.
- Elaborate on situations that make 
you feel proud - it shows confidence 
and self-motivation.
- Discuss instances when you have 
helped others - it is a sign of empathy. 
Finally, in a positive way, share 
instances of personal challenges that 
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brought you where 
you are today - it 
exhibits strength 
of character.
- Speak about 
your career 
vision. When 
you know 
how the job 

fits in the grand picture of 
your career, the interviewer is most 
likely to choose you because it 
creates certainty.
This  i s  ra re  because  many 
e n g i n e e r i n g  g r a d u a t e s  a r e  
disillusioned and openly talk about 
being explorers. Be clear where you 
wish to go. Employers would not like 
to waste time, money and effort on 
individuals who are continually 

exploring. If that is the case, go for 
career advice or seek other 
professional help before interviews.
In  the  case  o f  eng inee r s ,  
interviewers' expectations are going 
to be specific. They look for thought 
leadership, precision in all you do, 
the ability to comprehend a problem 
and create solutions, an innovative 
mindset and critical thinking. As an 
engineer, your ability to lead a team 
will carry tremendous weight. 
Above all, one must "look and feel" 
like an engineer and not a casual 
person from nowhere.
Lastly, understand that rejection has 
nothing to do with you personally. It 
is about an understanding that your 
abilities do not suit the job. So, gear 
up for the next opening.

Looking for a career post 40? Maybe 
you can turn to recruitment.
You have been working for about 
15-18 years. You have seen your role 
grow and expand and you have 
matured as an individual, but on the 
work front, there is a lot of 
operational maintenance and 
opportunities for growth may be 
getting limited both laterally and 
upwards.
Even if you move to another 
company, after the initial months of 
being onboarded and throwing 
yourself into work, you may realise 
that there is nothing new being 
added to your experience. You are in 
a limbo as to where your career is 
heading. What can you do that will 
keep you engaged intellectually, put 
to best use your network and 
knowledge and at the same time, 
give you back your zest for risk 
taking and FINANCIAL rewards?
Does this sound familiar?
If yes, have you considered 
p r o f e s s i o n a l  
e x e c u t i v e  
r ec ru i t

m e n t  
as a business opportunity? To help 
you understand why this could be a 
meaningful proposition for you, 
think back to your corporate life and 
ask yourself:
- How did you find peopletalent for 
your team?
- What were your expectations from 
your recruitment partners and how 
well were they met?
- Have you ever wished you could 
recruit your team members yourself, 
but couldn't due to paucity of time?

- As a candidate, how was your 
experience of working with 
recruiters?
- Lastly, how many times did you 
meet work with a recruitment partner 
w h o  c a m e  f r o m  a  s i m i l a r  
background and understood you and 
your need thoroughly and were able 
to meaningfully contribute to the 
discussions?
The truth is that there is a dearth of 
professional executive recruitment 
service providers in a vast MARKET 
like India. And more than ever, with 

the war for talent brewing in 
many industries, this is 

the right time to 
get into the 

recruitment 
b u s i n e s s  

and start 
mentor
ing the 
careers 
o f  
people  
w h o  

lack direction.
You may ask, "I don't have a 
recruitment HR background, how 
will I recruit?" So, we will let you in 
a little secret recruitment begins as a 
science. It's highly methodical you 
learn it by the book and over a period 
of time, you hone it into a fine art. 
And here is another open secret 
anybody can recruit. Not convinced 
yet? Here are two great reasons why 
recruitment becomes a choice of 
vocation in your 40s:
Your experience:
By the time you are 40, you have 
gained enough experience in the 
MARKET - this gives you an edge 
over many recruiters who recruit 
with no industrial knowledge. You 
know the industry by its length and 
breadth, understand what talents 
and skills are required to fill a role, 
know how the remuneration cycle 
works within that industry and the 
kind of talent that is available in the 
market.
Your network:
During your tenure with a particular 
industry, you've probably met all the 
movers and shakers within your 
industry and that again gives you the 
edge over your competitors. Aside 
from the connections you already 
have, you're decades ahead of the 
c o m p e t i t i o n  i n  t e r m s  o f  
interpersonal skills.
There is also movement of 
employers preferring to work with 
niche recruiters
Niche recruiters are specialists they 
don't cater to all sectors; they cater 
to the industry market that they are 
familiar with and confident about; 
and this is what makes them 
successful. They know the needs of 
their clients and understand talent in 
their sector and hence are able to 
understand the best talent for their 
clients.

Take a situation where you 
have just been promoted 
and are now in charge of 
leading and motivating 
others. You want to drive 
new initiatives and will 
need others to agree and 
cooperate with you. How 
will you inspire action? If 
you think formal authority 
alone is enough to be 
persuasive, think again.
To quote Kate Blanchard, 
co-author of One Minute 
Manager, "In the past, a 
leader was a boss. Today's 
leaders must be partners 
with their people. They 
can no longer lead solely based on 
positional power." The authority that 
stems from your position as manager is 
just one of the many sources of power 
that you can rely on to get things done. 
Your knowledge, network, reputation, 
character and personal charm are other 
sources you can and should tap into in 
order to accomplish your mission.
Here are some strategies to activate your 
other power bases that will allow you to 
make a difference in your organization:
- G A I N  C E N T R A L I T Y  A N D  

ENHANCE YOUR CREDIBILITY
"Knowledge is power" ~ Francis 
Bacon
It can hardly be debated that people 
who lack formal power can exert 
very little influence on others. Your 
recent promotion might have brought 
you more formal power than you had 
before, but it may not be enough to 
fulfill your high-level ambitions. If 
you aspire to gain access to important 
organizational resources or visibility 
with top-level executives, you must 
enhance your credibility and gain 
centrality in the organization.
To achieve this, ask yourself if you 
have something unique to offer to 
your organization that will make you 
indispensable. Perhaps you enjoy an 
enviable reputation for being honest 
or dependable; how about your 
k n o w l e d g e  a n d  e x p e r t i s e ?  
Knowledge indeed is power. If 
people perceive you as someone 
knowledgeable, hard-working or 
trustworthy, they are more likely to 
be influenced by you.
-DEVELOP NETWORKS AND 
ALLIANCES
"If you want to go fast, go alone. If 
you want to go far, go together" ~ Old 

African proverb
When you become a manager, you 
don't just get formal authority but 
also new duties and responsibilities. 
You must learn to manage not only 
your team, but also the context within 
which it operates. Oftentimes, you 
will have far less time and autonomy 
than you might have imagined.This 
is why you need to rely on the 
cooperation of other people to get 
things done swiftly.
These individuals could be people 

within the organization (such as 
your peers, supervisors or direct 
reports) as well as people outside 
the  organiza t ion  (such as  
c u s t o m e r s ,  v e n d o r s ,  a n d  
competitors). You cannot demand 
commitment from people; you 
have to earn it.
One way to do this is by building 
networks and al l iances to  
accomplish your goals. Create 
opportunities to spend time with 
your  superv isor,  peers  or  
customers. You can do this at office 
as well as in less formal settings 
such as over lunch. Be open to 
being an active participant in your 
organization. Getting involved in 
community projects or other 
special organizational initiatives 
will allow you to get to know 
people from other divisions.
-DEVELOP AND EMPLOY 
ELOQUENCE
Studies have shown that people 
who are more expressive generally 
have a greater ability to lead and 
influence others. Why?
Because they are more aware of 
the i r  ideas ,  emot ions  and 
reactions; they, therefore, have a 

tendency to reach a 
greater audience than 
less expressive people. 
S o ,  t h e  f i n a l  
recommendation would 
be to develop your 
communication skills 
and eloquence. It will 
allow you to inspire and 
m o t i v a t e  p e o p l e .  
However, remember, 
that if you don't walk 
your talk, an `inspiration 
gap' will surface which 
will eventually cause 
you to lose credibility.
In conclusion, it pays to 
remember that power is 

not about having absolute control, 
exploiting people in selfish ways 
or manipulating others. The proper 
attitude to have towards power is to 
see it as a tool to influence people 
in an ethical way to achieve desired 
organizational outcomes.Staying 
true to your core values and beliefs 
and engaging others when 
exercising power will allow you to 
use it in a more authentic and 
responsible manner.

InterviewInterview
The most 
important 
task before 
preparing 
for a job 
interview is 
to start with 
a self 
assessment 
of whether 
you suit the 
position and 
organization 
in question. 

Recruitment as a

Career 
option after 40

Career Here's how to influence 

People at work
Being 
authoritative is 
not the only way 
in which you can 
exercise power 
within a team or 
an organization. 
Here are a few 
simple tips to 
help you 
influence those 
around you in 
the workplace 
without coming 
across as too 
bossy.
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