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Amid Middle East War, PM Modi Tells Ministers
To Explore Alternative Energy Sources

~The PM also
called upon his
ministers to
implement reforms
with vigour,
underlining that
Viksit Bharat 2047
was not merely a
promise but a
commitment.

Punjab Governor

Kataria, Ravneet

Bittu lay stone for
Baltana RUB

The Sikh Times

Chandigarh: Punjab  Governor
and Chandigarh Administrator Gulab
Chand Kataria, along with Union
Minister of State for Railways Ravneet
Singh Bittu, today laid the foundation
stone for the road under bridge
(RUB) at the Baltana level crossing.
Addressing the gathering, Kataria
said rail travel served not merely as a
means to commute from one place to
another but also as a powerful medi-
um to experience the country’s rich
cultural diversity. Bittu said the RUB
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was being constructed at a cost of Rs
12.80 crore and executed on a 50:50
cost-sharing basis between the Indian
Railways and the Chandigarh
Administration. Bittu said,
“Previously, whenever a railway over
bridge (ROB) was constructed at a
specific location, the corresponding
level crossing was automatically
closed down. This caused consider-
able inconvenience to nearby shop-
keepers, local residents and small-
scale traders. The Railways has now
adopted a more public-centric policy.
Provided it is technically and opera-
tionally feasible, a level crossing may
be kept operational even after the con-
struction of an ROB. This will safe-
guard the livelihoods of local resi-
dents and ensure continued conven-
ience for the general public.”

June 21 NEET-UG re-test to
be 100% error-free:

Education Minister Pradhan

New Delhi: Union Education
Minister Dharmendra Pradhan on
Friday said the government had to
take "tough decisions" after irregu-
larities were detected in the con-
duct of the NEET-UG, asserting
that the authorities did not want
even a single deserving student to
lose their rightful seat because of
the "examination mafia". He also
asserted that the government is
committed to ensuring that the re-
test scheduled to be held on June
21 remains "100 per cent error-
free". Addressing the Jagran
Bharat Education Conclave 2026,
Pradhan said around 22 lakh stu-
dents have suffered '"mental
anguish" due to the controversy
surrounding the medical-entrance
exam and the government is com-
mitted to fixing the system.
"Twenty-two lakh children have
gone through immense mental
anguish. Understanding that
anguish and taking responsibility, I
am saying this today, we had to
take some tough decisions," he
said. The National Eligibility-cum-
Entrance Test (Undergraduate) for
admissions in medical courses held
on May 3 was cancelled by the
National Testing Agency (NTA)
recently amid allegations of paper
leak. The matter is being probed by
the Central Bureau of Investigation
(CBI) and a re-test is scheduled to
be held on June 21. Pradhan said
the government decided to cancel
the examination after finding that
"some assessments had been com-
promised".

New Delhi.(Agency)

t Prime Minister Narendra Modi's four-hour-

long meeting with his Council of Ministers on

Thursday evening, energy crisis triggered by the
Middle East war loomed
large. The Prime Minister
urged his ministers to
urgently explore alternative
energy sources. The US-Israel
war on Iran and the continued = |#%
blockade of the Strait of g
Hormuz has disrupted India's
fuel supplies from the Gulf.
In this context the Prime
Minister has called for
looking at energy alternatives
beyond the conventional ones. The Prime Minster also
pushed for biogas as a substitute for LPG cooking gas.
The Prime Minister also called upon his ministers to
implement reforms with vigour, underlining that Viksit
Bharat 2047 was not merely a promise but a
commitment.The meeting of the Council of Ministers
took place as the Prime Minister returned from his five-

nation tour, the first stop of which was United Arab
Emirates (UAE). India and UAE signed a key agreement
on the petroleum reserve where UAE's Abu Dhabi
National Oil Company (ADNOC) will boost India's
petroleum reserves. Apart from this, there was also an
agreement on LPG supply.

The Middle East crisis has finally hit
the Indian consumers directly with
petrol and diesel prices being raised by
around Rs 3 a litre to cover up for the
losses of the Oil Marketing
companies. The Prime Minister Modi
has been emphasising on cutting down
on fuel use, appealing citizens to
switch to electric vehicle and public
transport as much as possible. He has
also appealed to the citizens to cut
down of spendings on gold and foreign travels to
preserve India's foreign exchange reserves.Nine
departments made presentations before the Prime
Minister and the Council of Ministers. These included
Agriculture, Forestry, Labour, Road Transport,
Corporate Affairs, External Affairs, Commerce and
Power, sources told .

Ask caste, then fire: Bihar CM's swipe at Tejashwi

Yadav over police encounters

Patna.(Agency)

Politics over police encounters in Bihar intensified after Chief
Minister Samrat Choudhary hit back at Leader of Opposition
Tejashwi Yadav over allegations related to recent police action
against criminals in the state.The controversy erupted after
Tejashwi Yadav alleged that "caste-based encounters" were being
carried out in Bihar and claimed that criminals were being targetted
after their caste identities were determined.

Responding to the
allegations,
Samrat Choudhary
took a sarcastic
swipe at the RID
leader and
questioned the
logic behind the
remarks.

"Some people are
now saying that ifa
police encounter
happens, the police should first ask about the caste of the criminal. |
would tell the police personnel -- fine, ask their caste first and then
fire," the Chief Minister said.Continuing his attack, Choudhary,
who holds the Home department portfolio, said such statements
lacked "common sense" and asserted that maintaining good
governance in Bihar remained the government's top priority.

Cconsistent Progress of.voqth
The Driving Force of VIKSIt Bharat

An initiative to connect the youth with
nation-building through government services

Rozgar Mela

Across 47 locations nationwide,
appointment letters will be distributed to

51,000+ selected candidates for government jobs
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Distribution of lakhs of appointment letters by the
Government of India and participating State Governments

Special benefits for women, persons with disabilities, ;E
and candidates from aspirational districts B

Recruitment through reputed agencies such as UPSC, SSC,
Railway Recruitment Boards, and IBPS
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Narendra Modi

Prime Minister
(Through Video Conferencing)

Recruitment examinations conducted in 13 regional languages
to ensure equal opportunity for all

More than 1.65 crore government employees trained through the
i-GOT Karmayogi portal with over 4,800 competency-building courses

Transparent and merit-based recruitment process giving new wings
to the youth aspirations
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For training-related information,
visit the I-GOT official Karmayogi website:

https:/ /igotkarmayogi.gov.in or scan the aR code
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Delhi-NCR strike has little
impact on daily commuters as
cabs & autos run

GURGAON.(Agency)

Cabs and autorickshaws operated normally on Thursday
despite the chakka jam, a three-day strike, called by All
India Motor Transport Congress (AIMTC) over the
environmental compensation charge (ECC) in Delhi-
NCR. Commuters reported no trouble finding rides,
both on the ground or through mobile apps, with
services continuing as usual.Swati Sharma, a regular
cab user, said she was unaware that a strike had been
announced. "There was no issue in finding a ride on the
app, no surge pricing, no shortage of cabs," she said.

Prashant Kumar, who relies on shared autos and e-
rickshaws to reach the metro station, also reported no
disruption. "There was no impact in Gurgaon. The
number of autos and cabs on the roads and at metro
stations was just like any other day," he said.

Auto driver Santosh said they were not involved in the
protest. "The strike was by the truck association. We
were not involved," he said. He added that fares remain
unchanged for now, though the situation may be
reviewed in the coming weeks.Cab drivers shared a
similar view. "We are not part of the strike. It's business
as usual for us," said Aatif, who is associated with a cab
aggregator. He said such protests do not benefit
individual operators, many of whom rely on daily
earnings, unlike large transport companies that can

sustain longer agitations.
Car with black film, ?1-lakh

unpaid challans impounded in
Gurgaon

Ghaziabad.(Agency)

When traffic inspector Mahavir and his team flagged
down a Volkswagen Polo near Signature Towers on
Thursday, they were in for a surprise. What seemed like
the use of illegal black films turned out to be a much
bigger case of traffic violations.The vehicle had unpaid
challans amounting to Rs 1.17 lakh. Out of 13 challans,
11 were for the very black film they were looking at. And
to make matters worse, the police found that the front
number plate had been tampered with. The car was
impounded.

The 2022-registered vehicle is owned by Nitin Verma, a
resident of Hisar, who was driving the car. According to
police, each black film violation carries a penalty of Rs
10,000, taking the total fine for this offence alone to Rs
1.10 lakh.A senior officer said a fresh challan was also
issued for the use of black film and the tampered number
plate. The driver’s licence was seized. “The vehicle was
impounded and sent to the Rajiv Chowk impound yard.
It will be released only after payment of the pending
fines. The driver has no criminal background, and he has
been instructed to follow traffic rules in future,” Mahavir
said.Police said special drives against violations such as
illegal black film, tampered number plates and repeated
traffic offences will continue across the city. “Motorists
are being advised to regularly check and clear pending
challans to avoid impounding of vehicles,” traffic police
spokesperson Vikas Verma said.

Discom sets up camps to fix
billing, smart meter glitches

till June 30

Noida.(Agency)
Paschimanchal Vidyut Vitran Nigam Limited is holding
consumer camps across Noida and Ghaziabad until
June 30 to resolve billing discrepancies, smart meter
malfunctions, app glitches and KYC updates. Around
500 complaints have been resolved in Noida till
Thursday, while 1,400 issues have been addressed in
Ghaziabad already. Both districts serve over 15 lakh
consumers.In Noida, camps are set up at Jewar, Dadri,
Dankaur and Sector 18 offices. In Ghaziabad, camps
have come up at 10 locations across three zones. In
Zone 1, camps have been set up at Nehru Nagar, Pratap
Vihar, Kamla Nehru and Lal Kuan. Camps have been
set up at Loni, Lalbagh, Indrapuri, Chaman Vihar, Pavi
and Mandola under Zone 2, and in Zone 3, another
camp has been set up in the trans Hindon area at the
Sector 16 substation in Vasundhara.Services available
at these camps include on-site resolution of smart meter
complaints, bill correction or revision, 1912 complaint

%

registration and resolution, mobile number update
facility, Uttar Pradesh Power Corporation Limited
Smart App information, smart meter usage and
awareness assistance. The move comes following a
directive from the discom’s managing director, Ravish
Gupta. He said, “Officials have been directed to provide
better facilities and ensure the prompt resolution of
issues faced by consumers.”

The discom’s executive engineer, Shivam Tripathi, said,
“Out of the 500 resolved complaints in Noida, billing
and smart meter-related issues dominated. Other
queries addressed include ontact detail updates and app
usage information.”In Ghaziabad, the executive
engineer of Zone 3, Amit Jha, said 764 complaints have
been resolved at the mega camp set up at Trans Hindon
Sector 16 substation in Vasundhara. Zone 1’s executive
engineer, Avinash Agrhari, told TOI that a total of 705
complaints were resolved till Thursday across four
camps held at Nehru Nagar, Pratap Vihar, Kamla Nehru
and Lal Kuan. Of these, the majority of 301 complaints
were related to bills, while 289 issues were related to
mobile number updates. Also, 56 complaints were
related to UPPCL Smart App operations and 59 were
other complaints.In Zone 2 in Ghaziabad, the discom’s
superintending engineer told TOI that out of 34
complaints, 28 were resolved on the spot and the
remaining 6 will be resolved in a couple of days.

Manesar waste pickup stopped after row
over inspection by mayor’s hushand

GURGAON.(Agency)

Doorstep waste collection across
Manesar came to a halt on Thursday
after the private agency handling the
work suspended operations, alleging
intimidation, harassment and political
interference during an official vehicle
verification drive.The controversy

erupted when drivers and company staff
accused Manesar mayor Inderjeet Kaur

Yadav’s husband, Rakesh Yadav — who
holds no official position in Municipal

Corporation of Manesar (MCM) — of
conducting an unauthorised inspection

of the agency’s waste collection
vehicles. Drivers alleged they were

threatened, humiliated and warned their

vehicles would not be allowed to
operate.According to the company,
MCM officials had directed the agency

to bring all 184 vehicles deployed for

door-to-door collection to Kankrola on
Wednesday evening for verification,
with the joint commissioner’s office and
the mayor expected to oversee the
process.

The firm complied, stationing all vehicles
at the site, but the mayor did not show up.
Instead, her husband arrived with two
councillors and began questioning
drivers about GPS installations, vehicle
ownership and rental agreements. The
questioning quickly turned hostile.

“The drivers clearly informed them that
the vehicles had been hired as per the
agreement with the civic body, but they
were then told the vehicles would not be
allowed to operate,” a company official
said. The agency further alleged that an
unauthorised group misbehaved with
staff, threatened workers with jail and
used police presence to intimidate
drivers and helpers.Gaurav Joshi,
business head of Pooja Consulation —
the firm awarded the five-year doorstep
waste collection contract by MCM five
months ago — said the company had no
objection to genuine inspections. “We
strongly question under what authority
the mayor’s husband interfered and why
our drivers were threatened. This raises
serious concerns of misuse of influence

and violation of worker dignity,” he said.
The firm has demanded the return of
seized mobile phones, action against
those involved and assurances of a safe
working environment. MCM

commissioner Pradeep Singh confirmed
the civic body had received an email
from the mayor requesting a vehicle
inspection, but acknowledged the

Mercury stays above 40°C in Gurgaon, high
night temperature adds to blazing heat

Gurgaon.(Agency)

The city continued to reel under intense
heat on Thursday with little relief despite
a slight dip in daytime temperatures. IMD
has warned that heatwave to severe
heatwave conditions are likely to persist
across Haryana, including in the city, till
May 25.The city recorded a maximum
temperature of 42 degrees Celsius on
Thursday, down from 44 degrees Celsius
a day earlier. However, the temperature
remained one notch above normal for this
time of year.Across monitoring stations,
temperatures showed a marginal decline
but continued to remain above the 40-
degree mark. Gurgaon KVK recorded a
maximum temperature of 42 degrees
Celsius, down from 42.8 degrees Celsius
on Wednesday. At NorthCap University
station, the maximum temperature settled
at 42.6 degrees Celsius against 44.5
degrees Celsius a day earlier. Gurgaon
AWS recorded 41.7 degrees Celsius,

lower than the 42.8 degrees Celsius Weather officials said multiple systems

logged on Wednesday.Night temperatures
also remained high across several parts of
the city, adding to discomfort and limiting
overnight cooling. The city recorded a
minimum temperature of 25.5 degrees
Celsius on Thursday, down from 28
degrees Celsius a day earlier. It remained
near normal for this time of year. However,
some monitoring stations continued to
record unusually high night-time
temperatures. NorthCap University
station recorded a minimum temperature
of 32.6 degrees Celsius, a sharp increase
of 5.6 degrees Celsius within 24 hours.
Gurgaon KVK logged 30.9 degrees
Celsius. Gurgaon AWS recorded a
comparatively lower minimum
temperature of 27.5 degrees
Celsius.Strong surface winds during the
day further worsened outdoor conditions
for commuters, delivery workers and
labourers exposed to direct heat.

over northwest India are influencing the
prevailing weather conditions. An upper
air cyclonic circulation over Punjab and
adjoining Pakistan now lies over Punjab
and neighbourhood, while another
cyclonic circulation persists over north
Haryana and adjoining areas. A western
disturbance, as a trough in westerlies, also
remains active over the region.

“Though a marginal dip has been observed

in daytime temperature, no significant
change is expected in the coming days.
The influence of western disturbances and
associated weather systems over
northwest India has slightly altered
atmospheric conditions, including wind
patterns. However, these changes are not
strong enough to bring substantial cooling
over the plains. Hot and uncomfortable
conditions are likely to persist across the
state over the next few days,” an IMD
official said.

Cabbie molests passenger, lands in police nef
after 90-min chase in Gurgaon

Noida.(Agency)

A 23-year-old cab driver was arrested on
Thursday for allegedly molesting a
woman passenger during a ride from
Sector 47 to Cyber Hub.Police said the
accused, Vijay Kumar (23), a BTech
graduate from Prayagraj, was driving his
personal car when he allegedly made
obscene gestures and behaved
inappropriately with the woman during
the journey.According to the complaint,
the woman, who works at a private

company, had booked the cab from her P

residence in Sector 47 on May 21
morning. During the ride, the driver
allegedly continued his behaviour despite
her objections. She recorded a video on
her mobile phone and repeatedly asked
him to stop the vehicle.Station house
officer (SHO), Sector 51 women police
station, Suman, said the woman remained
inside the cab for around 10—15 minutes
during the incident.“The driver refused to

Based on the complaint,

stop initially despite repeated requests. He
stopped only after she warned him, after
which she got down and immediately
informed the police control room (112),”

the SHO said.

a case was
registered under sections 74 (assault or the
use of criminal force against a woman
with the intent to outrage her modesty),

75(2) (sexual harassment) of Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita at Sadar police station.
Multiple teams traced the accused to
Bhondsi using technical surveillance and
local inputs, where he was
arrested within 90 minutes of the
complaint.Police said the car
used in the incident has been
seized. During interrogation, the
accused admitted he was
operating the cab using his
personal vehicle.The woman’s
prompt recording of the incident
and quick alert to police helped
in the swift arrest, officials
said.“Gurgaon Police remains
vigilant in cases involving
crimes against women, and the
public should immediately
contact emergency helpline number 112
or approach the nearest police station in
case of harassment or suspicious activity,”
the SHO added.

drivers’ complaints of intimidation. I

have called a coordination meeting of

elected representatives and the agency to
resolve the matter and resume doorstep
collection at the earliest,” he said.

Manesar senior deputy mayor
Praveen Yadav said: “The mayor’s
husband is not authorised to carry
out such an inspection. Family
members of elected
representatives have no right to
conduct the business of a
municipal corporation.”

An MCM official, speaking
anonymously said the contractor
was recently paid Rs 2 crore after a
delay of four months. “It was 40%
short of the contracted amount.
The mayor, the official said, has
since sought a probe into the
payment, objecting that it was
released without her signature.

Nowhere in Haryana does such a

provision exist mandating the mayor’s

consent for releasing payment to a

contractor,” the official said.

Minor caught riding bike
without licence; FIR after JJB

questions police inaction

Gurgaon.(Agency)

An FIR has been registered against an
unknown person under the Motor
Vehicles Act in connection with a traffic
challan case involving a minor, after
Juvenile Justice Board (JJB) pulled up
police for failing to act against the
vehicle's owner or the juvenile's
guardian despite clear legal provisions
holding them accountable.

The case stems from an incident on Feb 3,
when a 16-year-old boy was intercepted
near Fawara Chowk in Sohna after
officers noticed the loud noise from a
modified silencer on the Bullet
motorcycle he was riding with a pillion
passenger. The teenager failed to
produce a driving licence and
abandoned the bike at the spot. His
father, an advocate, arrived shortly
after.

The matter was taken up before the JIB,
where the minor was declared a child in
conflict with law by the area magistrate
on April 17. During proceedings in the
challan case, principal magistrate Jyoti
Grover questioned challaning officer SI
Rajbir on whether any investigation had
been conducted against the vehicle
owner or guardian of the juvenile, and
why neither was made an accused in the
case. The officer failed to provide
satisfactory answers.The board directed
police to register an FIR against the
father of the juvenile within 24 hours
and submit a final police report before
the area magistrate following
investigation.Accordingly, Sohna City
police registered FIR No. 215 on May
20 — a day after the board's directions
of May 19 — under Section 199A(1) of
the Motor Vehicles (Amendment) Act,
2019, which holds the guardian or
owner of a vehicle liable for offences
committed by a juvenile and provides
for punishment accordingly.

No one has been named in the FIR. A
senior police officer said the
investigation is now focused on
establishing legal responsibility. "We
have registered the FIR against an
unknown person because the registered
owner of the bike is one Krishan, while
the minor's father's name is different.
Notices will be sent to both. The
concerned person will be nominated
during the course of the investigation,”

Four arrested in vehicle robbery while selling
chhole kulche, puru’rhu on streets of Noida

Gurgaon.(Agency)

A gang of inter-state vehicle thieves used a
novel modus operandi, setting up food
stalls at busy commercial and office areas
where some of their targets may have also
been their customers, snacking
unsuspectingly on chhole-kulche and
paratha, while giving away a handy titbit
or two of information about the
neighbourhood.15 stolen motorcycles
and scooters were recovered from four
men identified as Pushpendra, Raju,
Brajesh and Lokesh. The accused were
picked up near a Hanuman temple in
Sector 60 during a vehicle-checking drive
based on local intelligence inputs on
Wednesday. Two knives were also
recovered from the men, who had been
living in rented rooms after coming to
NCR from Sambhal, Uttar Pradesh, some
months ago, additional DCP Manisha
Singh said.During interrogation, the
accused revealed that Pushpendra and
Lokesh operated food carts in crowded
markets and outside office complexes,
using the cover to identify motorcycles
and scooters that could be stolen later.
They would take photographs of targeted
vehicles and share them on WhatsApp
with accomplices.“The stolen vehicles
would be hidden in isolated locations that
saw little public movement, and

eventually sold to buyers to fund their
lifestyle and drug addiction,” Singh said.
Reportedly, one bike would fetch around
Rs 10,000 to 15,000.Recovered stolen
motorcycles and scootersAccording to
the information given by police, the gang
conducted reconnaissance across busy
commercial areas in Noida, Delhi and
Ghaziabad, striking during both day and
night hours. The 15 recovered

motorcycles and scooters, including
several Hero Splendor bikes, a Passion
Pro and a Jupiter scooter, are linked to
theft cases registered at police stations
across New Ashok Nagar, GTB Enclave,
Kaushambi along with sectors 24 and
39.Police said another accused, Shripal,
also from Sambhal, is believed to be the
gang’s mastermind and is currently
absconding. Station House Officer (SHO)

Amit Tomar of Sector 58 police station
said Shripal had previously.

THE SIKH TIMES

Edited, Printed, Published
Owned by Simmi Babbar
N - 31, Dr. Mukherjee Nagar
Delhi-110009
Printed at Qaumi Patrika Printing
Press, A-4/A-144, Tronica City
(Loni), Ghaziabad (Uttar Pradesh)
Corporate Office:

5, Bahadur Shah Zafar Marg,
Press Area, [TO, New Delhi
Editor-in-Chief
Gurcharan Singh Babbar
Mob : 9654077232, 9971359517
Website : www.thesikhtimes.in
Email : sikhtimesindia@gmail.com

RNI No. DELENG/2008/25465




New Delhi, Saturday, 23 May 2026

DELHI

THE SIKH TIMES

Justice for Twisha Sharma Cannot
Wait Any Longer

The Sikh Times
New Delhi: On the
night of May 12, 2026,
Twisha Sharma called
home from Bhopal. She
was mid-conversation with
her mother when the line
went dead. Her father
called back for nearly two
hours. Nobody answered.
When the phone was final-
ly picked up, Giribala
Singh, her mother-in-law,
said three words: "She is
no more." Twisha was 33.
She had been married to
Samarth Singh, a Bhopal-
based lawyer, for just five
months. Her family says
the taunts started almost
immediately after the wed-
ding, that she was pres-
sured into terminating a
pregnancy in the first
week of May, and that her
WhatsApp messages say it
plainly: "My life is a living
hell."
The
Problem
Here is where things
get deeply troubling.
Twisha's post-mortem was
conducted at AIIMS
Bhopal. The report
records her cause of death
as antemortem hanging,
meaning she was alive
when it occurred. But the
ligature, the belt that was
allegedly used, was never

Post-Mortem

submitted for the first
post-mortem examination.
The family and their coun-
sel have said this clearly
on record: a post-mortem
was completed and a
cause of death was record-
ed, without the actual
instrument allegedly used
for the hanging being
present on the table. How
do you document injuries
consistent with hanging
without examining what
caused them? The belt
was handed to the hospital
two full days after the
autopsy. Commissioner
Sanjay Kumar called it a
lapse. Navnidhi Sharma,
Twisha's father, called it
what it is: tampering with
evidence. This is not a
minor procedural gap. In a
case where the very cause
of death is disputed, the
absence of the ligature
from the post-mortem
leaves a gaping hole in the
medical record. Any foren-
sic expert will tell you that
correlating the ligature
with the injuries is not
optional. It is fundamental.
Without it, the findings
are, at best, incomplete,
and at worst, misleading.
This is exactly why the
five-doctor AIIMS team
matters so much. These
are not doctors working

under local pressure.

These are specialists from
India's top medical institu-

tion, going in with fresh
eyes and, crucially, with
the evidence that was
missing the first time. If
the belt shows markings
inconsistent with the
injuries recorded in the
first post-mortem, or if a
fresh examination raises
questions the original
report could not, the fami-
ly will finally have some-
thing concrete to stand on.
The first post-mortem
raised questions that were
never answered. The sec-

ond one has to answer
them. Giribala Singh held
a press conference and

told the country Twisha
was addicted to marijuana.
The post-mortem shows
no drugs. None. And yet
the Sessions Court grant-
ed her anticipatory bail,
citing her age of 63 and
her status as a former
judge. Twisha's family was
standing outside the mor-
tuary refusing to cremate
their daughter. Giribala
Singh was at a press con-
ference maligning her.
Think about that.

The Tide Is Turning

MCD to elect ward committee chairpersons,
deputy chairpersons on May 23

New Delhi: The
Municipal Corporation of
Delhi MCD) will conduct
elections for the chairper-
sons and deputy chairper-
sons of its 12 ward commit-
tees on Saturday, May 23,
2026, the civic body
announced on Tuesday.

NAME CHANGE

|, hitherto known as SATENDER
CHAUHAN alias Satyander Singh
alias Sikander S/O PRATAP SINGH
R/O H.NO 333, CHAUHAN MOHAL-
LA, MADAN PUR KHADAR, Sarita
Vihar S.O, DIST: South Delhi, Delhi -
110076, have changed my name
and shall hereafter be known as
SATENDER CHAUHAN.

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE is hereby given to public
at large on behalf of my client Mrs.
Suman Yadav in respect of
Second Floor LSH Flat without
roof rights, area measuring 25
Sq. yds., on Built-up Free hold
Property bearing Plot No. RZ-3A
Out of Khasra No, 15/7/1 with all
roofi/terrace rights, situated in
the area of Village Khyala in the
abadi of Ravi Nagar Extn, New
Delhi-110018; claiming to have
undisputed ownership. Now my
clientintends to sell the property in
which SMFG India Home Finance
Company Limited will provide the

financial assistance If any
person(s) has/have any
objection(s) or claim(s) with

respect to the right, title or interest

in the said property may please

contact us within Seven days from

the date of this notice on the num-

ber & address mentioned herein

below, failing which my client(s)

shall not be held responsible in any
manner whatsoever.

Khaitan & Khaitan

Plot No. 100 ,1st floor

Okhla Phase Ill, New Delhi

Ph. No: 011-49774545

PUBLIC NOTICE

Information is hereby given to the
general public at large that our|
client Mrs. Hem Lata Arora, W/o
Mr. Sudhir Arora, D/o Late Mr.
Nanak Chand, is the absolute
owner of Freehold Residential
DDA Built-up Janta Flat bearing
No. 77-B, First Floor, Block-B,
Pocket-C, situated in the Layout
Plan of Shalimar Bagh Residential
Scheme, Shalimar Bagh, Delhi-
110088., Initially, Mrs. Narayan
Devi Grover, W/o Late Mr. Nanak
Chand Grover, was the absolute
owner of the aforesaid property by
virtue of Conveyance Deed dated
13.12.2018, registered vide
Document No. 15603, Book No. 1,
Volume No. 6976, Pages 91 to 94,
in the office of S.R.-VII, Delhi.,
Thereafter, Mrs. Narayan Devi
Grover expired leaving behind only
one legal heir, namely Mrs. Hem
Lata Arora, who thereby became
the absolute owner of the said
property., It is hereby declared that
no other person has any right, title,
interest, claim or objection whatso-
ever in respect of the aforesaid
property., Further, the said proper-
ty has been sold to Mrs. Archana
Mishra and the purchase has been
financed by SMFG India Home
Finance Company Limited,
Branch: Moti Nagar, New Delhi.
If any person(s) have any objec-
tion(s) or claim(s) with respect to
the' right, title or interest in the
Said Property then contact us with-
in 07 days from the date of|
Publication of this notice and or the
same to the undersigned if found
by anyone. Thereafter no claim
shall be entertained
[NAVEEN KUMAR VERMA]
Advocate
F-211, Sector-3,
Vaishali, Ghaziabad,
Uttar Pradesh-201010
(Contact at 09958871432)

Issued by the MCD's
Commissioner Secretary
Office, the notice invokes
Section 47 read with Section
51 of the Delhi Municipal
Corporation  Act, 1957
(amended 2022), under
which each ward committee
is required to elect one
councillor as chairperson
and another as deputy chair-
person at its first meeting
every year. The elections
will be held across two halls

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE is hereby given to public at
large on behalf of my client Mr.
Rohtas Kumar in respect of Built
up Property Land area measur-
ing 60 Sq. yds., i.e. 50.16 Sq.
mtrs., Out of Khasra No. 769 min
Bearing Property No. 618/B/1K/1,
Old No. 618/llI/1A Built on Plot
No. 17 min in Block No. 5 vide
Situated in the abadi of Patel
Gali, Pandav road, Vishwas
Nagar lllaga Shahdara Delhi-
110032. (“Hereinafter referred as
said property”); claiming to have
undisputed ownership. Now my
client intends to sell the property in
which SMFG India Home Finance
Company Limited will provide the
financial assistance If any
person(s) has/have any
objection(s) or claim(s) with respect
to the right, title or interest in the
said property may please contact
us within Seven days from the date
of this notice on the number &
address mentioned herein below,
failing which my client(s) shall not
be held responsible in any manner
whatsoever.
Khaitan & Khaitan
Plot No. 100 ,1st floor
Okhla Phase Ill, New Delhi
Ph. No: 011-49774545

PUBLIC NOTICE

Information is hereby given to the
general public at large that our|
client, Mr. Praveen Raghav S/o Mr.
Vijay Pal Raghay, is the absolute
owner and in possession of
Freehold Residential Plot No. C-
174, admeasuring 450 Sq. Ft., out
of Khasra No. 855, situated at
Defence Mega City, in the area of|
Village Mahawad, Pargana &
Tehsil Dadri, District Gautam Budh
Nagar, Uttar Pradesh, by virtue of|
Sale Deed dated 10.06.2019, reg-
istered as Document No. 11658, in
Book No. 01, Volume No. 13604,
on Pages 315 to 332, before Sub-
Registrar, Dadri, Gautam Budh
Nagar. That in the chain of title
documents, the Original Sale Deed
dated 01.10.2014 executed by Mr.
Yogesh Kumar in favour of Mrs.
Seema Nayak, registered as
Document No. 19718, in Book No.
01, Volume No. 7394, on Pages
175 to 186, before Sub-Registrar,
Dadri, Gautam Budh Nagar, is not
available/missing. Our client here-
by declares that except our client,
no other person has any right, title,
interest, claim, lien, dispute,
charge, mortgage, objection or|
encumbrance whatsoever over the
aforesaid property. Further, the
said property has been agreed to
be sold/transferred in favour of|
Mrs. Anita Devi and the same is
proposed to be financed by Home
First Finance Company India Ltd.,
Branch: Vaishali, Ghaziabad, Uttar
Pradesh. If any person(s) have any
objection(s) or claim(s) with
respect to the’ right, title or interest
in the Said Property then contact
us within 07 days from the date of
Publication of this notice and or the
same to the undersigned if found
by anyone. Thereafter no claim
shall be entertained
[NAVEEN KUMAR VERMA]
Advocate
F-211, Sector-3,
Vaishali, Ghaziabad,
Uttar Pradesh-201010
(Contact at 09958871432)

at the Civic Centre. Six ward
committees South,
Keshavpuram, Rohini,
Narela, Central and West,
will meet at the Hansraj
Gupta with sessions stag-
gered from 10 am to 4 pm.
The remaining six
Najafgarh, Shahdara South,
Shahdara North, Karol
Bagh, Civil Lines and City
Sadar-Paharganj will con-
vene at the Satya Narayan
Bansal Auditorium on the
second floor on the same

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE is hereby given to public at
large on behalf of my client Mrs.
Razuli Devi Negi with respect to the
notice published in national daily
newspaper “Quami Patrika and
Sikh Times” dated 14.05.2026, for
the lost of Document i.e, Transfer
Deed dated 04.10.2016, which was
incorrectly mentioned in the news
Paper instead of Lease Deed dated
04.10.2016, executed by GDA in
favour of Mr. Mahesh Kumar Kheda
through his attorney Mr. Satpal
Singh Negi in respect of House
No.1/18A EWS first floor without
roof rights land area measuring
28.56 square mtr.situated at sector|
1 Vaishali Ghaziabad U.P. Doc No.
17415 book no. 1 vol no 32408
page no.161- 184  dated
04.10.2016, lost in 9/868, Multani
Maa, Delhi, dated 04.05.2019. FIR
was registered for the same in
Delhi Police vide LR No.
321906/2026. This property is
mortgaged with SMFG India Home
Finance. Any person(s)/
Institution(s) found/finds the same
may please send us to the address
mentioned herein. Anyone misus-
ing the same shall be liable for|
action under relevant provisions of|
the Law of the Land
Khaitan & Khaitan
Plot No. 100 ,1st floor
Okhla Phase lll, New Delhi
Ph. No: 011-49774545

PUBLIC NOTICE

This is to inform you that Mr.
Pawan Rawat owner of Plot No.
36-B, area measuring 107.50 Sq.
Meters, Situated at Sector/Village
Khairpur Gurjar, Tehsil Dadri,
Greater Noida Distt. Gautam Budh
Nagar U.P, vide Transfer Deed of|
Leasehold Rights Dated
26.04.2022 as Doc No. 15030,
Book No.1, Vol. No. 20672, on
Pages No. 213-242, on dated
26.04.2022, SR-Dadri, Gautam
Budh Nagar and the property
Chain Original property documents
Allotment Letter dated 20.03.2017,
Sub  Division Letter Dated
19.01.2022, Possession Certificate
Dated 26.04.2022, Lease Deed
(Village abadi Land) dated
22.04.2022, as Doc No. 14478,
Transfer Memorandum Dated
26.04.2022 and Transfer Deed of
Leasehold Rights Dated
26.04.2022, as Doc No. 15030
executed by Mr. Anoop Singh have
been lost and On line FIR already
lodged vide LR No. 321678/2026
and same property to be sold to
NITESH KUMAR KHARWAR /
Intending Borrower and same to be
finance by Aditya Birla Housing
Finance Limited Branch Noida,
Uttar Pradesh If any person(s)
objection & regarding subject prop-
erty, then kindly may submit his/her
objection within 7 days from the
date of the Notice in writing. The
said objection may be kindly sent
to the undersigned by way of the
Registered Post on the address
given below and by E-mail. failing
which, the claim as per aforesaid
shall be treated as null and void in
respect of the subject property.
[ASHWANI KUMAR] Advocate
Chamber No. 122,
Tehsil Compound,
Ghaziabad, U.P.
kumar2021ashwani@gmail.com

schedule. Separately, MCD
also notified elections to fill
six vacancies in the Standing
Committee, caused by the
end of tenure of members
representing ward commit-
tees under Section 45(3) of
the Act.

PUBLIC NOTICE

This is to inform you that Ms.
Lovely Sharma intends to pur-
chase the Built-Up First Floor
(Back Side), without roof/terrace
rights, built on Property Bearing
No. 47, area measuring 100 Sq.
Yards, i.e. 83.61 Sq. Meters, out of
a total area measuring 200 Sq.
Yards, out of Khasra No. 58/21, sit-
uated in the area of Village
Hastsal, Delhi Colony known as
Mohan Garden, in Block L-2-A,
Uttam Nagar, New Delhi-110059,
from Mrs. Radha. Mrs. Radha is
the owner of the said floor and pur-
chased the same from M/s Rectco-
5 Trust through a Certificate of
Sale dated 05.03.2026. In the
chain documents, the Death
Certificate and Surviving Member
Certificate in the name of Late Mr.
Sant Kumar Sinha are not avail-
able. Consequently, Mrs. Radha is
the absolute and lawful owner of
the aforementioned property. The
property is free from all kinds of lit-
igation, encumbrances, liens,
charges, or claims. Please note
that the said property is proposed
to be financed by Aditya Birla
Housing Finance Limited, Branch
N-17, 2nd Floor, Vijaya Building,
Barakhamba Road, Connaught
Place, New Delhi.If any person(s)
objection & regarding subject prop-
erty, then kindly may submit his/her
objection within 7 days from the
date of the Notice in writing. The
said objection may be kindly sent
to the undersigned by way of the
Registered Post on the address
given below and by E-mail. failing
which, the claim as per aforesaid
shall be treated as null and void in
respect of the subject property.
[ASHWANI KUMAR] Advocate
Chamber No. 122,
Tehsil Compound,
Ghaziabad, U.P.
kumar2021ashwani@gmail.com

The CBI has been
approved to take over.
This matters more than
people realise. Local inves-
tigations carry local pres-
sures, and when one of the
accused is a retired dis-
trict judge with institution-
al knowledge of how the
system works, that pres-
sure is not theoretical. It is
structural. The CBI brings
the kind of distance and
authority this case has
always needed. Samarth
Singh, who has been
absconding since the day
his wife died, has now
withdrawn his anticipatory
bail application and will
surrender before the
police. A Bhopal court had
already rejected his plea.
A lookout notice was out.
A reward had been
announced. He claimed in
his High Court plea that
the WhatsApp messages
presented by Twisha's
family were "edited and
incomplete." The very
messages in which Twisha
wrote, in her own words,
that her life had become
hell. Now he will have to
say all of that directly in
front of the law.

What Still Needs to
Happen

The CBI investigation
must be thorough, not
symbolic. Every message,
every call log, every med-

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE is hereby given to public
at large on behalf of my client M/s
Ganga Greenland Infratech Pvt.
Ltd. in respect of Flat No. 101, on
First Floor built on Plot No. 7,
admeasuring 121.5 sq. yds., Plot
No. 8, admeasuring 119.5 sq.
yds., Plot No. 9, admeasuring
122 sq. yds. and Plot No. 10,
admeasuring 124 sq. yds. Part of
Khasra No. 3006, Situated at
Mansarovar Park, in Village
Shahpur Bamheta, Pragana
Dasna, Tehsil and Distt.
Ghaziabad, U.P. claiming to have
undisputed ownership. Now my
client intends to sell the property in
which SMFG India Home Finance
Company Limited will provide the

financial assistance If any
person(s) has/have any
objection(s) or claim(s) with

respect to the right, title or interest

in the said property may please

contact us within Seven days from

the date of this notice on the num-

ber & address mentioned herein

below, failing which my client(s)

shall not be held responsible in any
manner whatsoever.

Khaitan & Khaitan

Plot No. 100 ,1st floor

Okhla Phase lll, New Delhi

Ph. No: 011-49774545

ical document from that
household needs examina-
tion. The ligature needs a
full forensic analysis, and
someone needs to explain
on record how a key piece
of evidence from a death
scene was missing for two
days. Giribala Singh's bail,
now  challenged by
Twisha's family before the
Madhya Pradesh High
Court, deserves serious
judicial scrutiny, not a pass
because of age and former
status. Twisha's brother
Ashish said it simply: his
father went to court and
was told no bail would be
granted, and bail was
granted anyway. He asked
for a second post-mortem,
was told yes, then told no,
then sent to the High
Court. The family is run-
ning a legal marathon
while the accused rest.
That has to stop now. The
CBI is in. The AIIMS team
is heading to Bhopal.
Samarth Singh is finally
facing the law. Let the
truth come through. She
deserved a life. She
deserved the truth. And
she deserves justice.
Author: Dr. AP
Singh,
Eminent Lawyer,
Supreme Court of
India

PUBLIC NOTICE

It is hereby informed to the general
public that my client, Mrs. Krishna
devi, wife of Late Kaheri Lal, resi-
dent of 1089, Gali No-2, Ideal pub-
lic School, Swaroop Vihar,
Nathupura, Burari, North Delhi,
Delhi-110084, has disowned and
severed all relations with her son
Tarun Kumar Gotam due to his
improper behaviour and immoral
conduct. Henceforth, if any person
maintains any kind of transaction,
dealing, or relation with him afore-
said son, they shall do so at their
own risk and responsibility. My
client shall not be responsible in
any manner for any act, present or
future, committed by him above-
mentioned son.
SUNNY VERMA ADVOCATE
CHAMBER NO 1505
Lawyers Chamber|
ROHINI COURT, DELHI

Mobile Passport Van Camp

commences at Poonch

POONCH, MAY 20: The three-day “Mobile Passport
Van Camp” organized by the Regional Passport Office
Jammu, in collaboration with District Administration
Poonch, was inaugurated today at the New College
Auditorium Premises. The camp shall continue till May
22, 2026. Deputy Commissioner Poonch Ashok Kumar
Sharma inaugurated the camp in the presence of
Additional Deputy Commissioner Tahir Mustafa Malik,
Assistant Commissioner Revenue Mohammad Sayeed
and Deputy Director Employment Abdul Majid, besides
officers from arrangements made at the venue and

appreciated the coordinat-
ed efforts of all stakehold-
er departments in ensur-
ing smooth conduct of the
camp.

NAME CHANGE
| hitherto known as HARSH S/O
VIRENDER SINGH R/O HOUSE

NO-218-219, BLCOK-3,
KHICHRIPUR, Chilla Saroda
Khadar, PO-Chilla, DIST-East

Delhi, Delhi-110091 have changed
my name and shall hereafter be
known as HARSH SHARMA.

NAME CHANGE
| LAKHVEER SINGH WARRING
S/O0 GURCHARAN SINGH holder
of Indian Passport No P0802398
issued at AMRITSAR on
19/08/2016, permanent resident of|
VPO. MALLAN TEH. GIDDERBA-
HA, SRI MUKTSAR SAHIB,
PIN:152031, PUNJAB, INDIA and
presently residing at ROOM NO 5,
BUILDING NO 21,NEAR BY
FOOD ATM,MUSAFFAH 20,ABU
DHABI, UAE. do hereby change
my name FROM LAKHVEER
SINGH WARRING TO LAKHVEER
SINGH with immediate effect.

NAME CHANGE
I, Aafreen / Aafreen Begum w/o
Mohd Javed R/o 3539, Katra Bazar
Beg, Kucha Pandit, Lal Kuna,
Delhi-110006, have changed my
name to Afreen Begum for all
future purposes.

NAME CHANGE

| hitherto known as RACHNA W/O
ATMA RAM MEENA R/O A-161,
Street No-15, Pratap Nagar, Mayur
Vihar Ph-1, East Delhi, Delhi-
110091 have changed my name
and shall hereafter be known as
RACHNA SAXENA.

NAME CHANGE
I, Arjun S/o Vijay Pal R/o 92C/138,
Aali Village, Near Sarita Vihar, New
Delhi-110076 have changed my
name to Arjun Rexwal for all future
purposes

Public Notice

It is for general information that I,
SATENDER CHAUHAN S/O
PRATAP SINGH R/O H.NO 333,
CHAUHAN MOHALLA, MADAN
PUR KHADAR, Sarita Vihar S.O,
DIST: South Delhi, Delhi - 110076,
declare that name of mine has
been wrongly written as SIKAN-
DER in my PAN CARD NO
GMXPS2254H. The actual name
of mine is SATENDER
CHAUHAN, respectively which may
be amended accordingly.

NORTHERN RAILWAY

OPEN E-TENDER NOTICE

the following work.

The Sr. Divisional Engineer-lll, Northern Railway, Delhi Division invites E-Tender for

1.| Name
of Work

Annual P. Way Zone work for 2026-27 in the section of
SSE/Pway/NDLS underADEN/NDLS.

Approx. Cost
2.| of work

Rs. 1,49,00,381.09/- (Rupees One Crore Forty Nine Lakh
Three Hundred Eighty One and Nine Paise Only)

3.| Earnest Money
to be Deposite

Only)

Rs 2,98,000.00/- (Rupees Two Lakh Ninty Eight Thousand

4.| Cost of tender document

Rs. 0.00/-

PROVISION OF ADDITIONAL
OPENINGS FOR BRIDGE AND

OTHER ANCILLARY WORKS

Tender Notice No. TSK/Engg/20
of 2026 Dated: 21-05-2026. Works
tenders through “E” Tendering
system for and on behalf of the
president of India are invited for the
works as detailed below:- Name
of work: Provision of additional
openings (2) nos. of size (4.0m
x 5.2m) for bridge No. 686 and
other ancillary works in between
Gogamukh-Bordolani section.
Tender Value: %13,66,98,340/-.
Earnest Money:327,34,000/-. Date
& time of closing tender: At 15.00
hrs. & opening at 16.00 hrs. of 12-
06-2026. The complete information
with tender documents of above
e-tender will be available upto 15.00
hrs. of 12-06-2026 in the website
www.ireps.gov.in

DRM (W)/Tinsukia
= NORTHEAST FRONTIER RAILWAY
&

4 Serving Customers With A Smile

KIND ATTENTION RAIL PASSENGERS! -

IMPORTANT INFORMATION
INTRODUCTION OF REGULAR RUN OF

BHUI - DELHI JN. - BHUJ EXPRESS TRAIN
For the convenience of rail passengers Railways
have decided to introduce the regular run of Train
No. 19403/19404 Bhuj - Delhi Jn. - Bhuj Express as
per the details mentioned below :-

19403/19404 BHUI - DELHI JN. BHU)

KPRESS TRAIN (DAILY
Train No. 19403 Train No. 19404
ARR. | DEP. I STATIONS T ARR. | DEP.
IRETETY 2 Bhuj I 190:35 | -
1:45| — Delhi Jn. — | 16:40

Days of run :- 19403 Ex. Bhuj on everyday from 23.05.2026 and
19404 Ex. Delhi Jn. on everyday from 24.05.2026.
Composition: 2 TierAC, 3 Tier AC, Sleeper and General.
Stoppages : Anjar, Gandhidham, Bhachau, Bhildi, Dhanera,
Raniwara, Marwar Bhinmal, Modran, Jalor, Mokalsar, Samdari,
Luni, Pali Marwar, Marwar, Beawar, Ajmer, Kishangarh, Jaipur,

Gandhinagar Jaipur, Bandikui, Alwar & Rewari Stations.

For detailed information, please call
RailMadad Helpline No. 139 or visit enquiry
website: www.enquiry.indianrail.gov.in

RailMadad
Helpline No.

Visit RailMadad website:-

www.railmadad.indianrailways.gov.in

Download RailMadad app.

Please join
us on

NORTHERN RAILWAY

1732/26

Box

Se

Always at your service

Visit us at : www.nr.indianrailways.gov.in

ing Customers with a Smile

5.| Date & Time of submission of
tender bid and opening of tender.

15.06.2026 @ 15:00 Hrs.

6 Website particulars where complete

| details of tender documents can be seen

www.ireps.gov.in

3 Dated:-22.05.2026

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

+ The tenderer/s must be registered on the Indian Railway E-Procurement
system (IREPS) site i.e. www.ireps.gov.in for participating in the e-tender
system. ¢ For all terms and conditions please refer tender document. « No
manual offers are acceptable. « Cost of tender document and
Earnest money will be acceptable through net banking or payment
gateway only. No. 128-W/280/e Tender Notice/NIT/22/2026-27/W-

ExE

[=]
1728/26

E-AUCTION IS INVITED FOR LEASING OF SLRs

OVER LUMDING DIVISION

hrs. on 08-06-2026.

E-Auction for the contract of leasing of SLRs for 03 years in
trains originating from Lumding Division has been invited.
Auction Catalogue No.: Lease-LMG-20-26. Rate Unit: Per Trip
Licensing Fee . Auction Start Date & Time (All Lots) : At 11:00

PUBLIC NOTICE

I, Smt. Beena Sharma, w/o Late.
Sh.Raj Kumar Sharma R/o. R-
888/3 Rajhans apartment, near|
central bank of India, Mehrauli
New Delhi, 110030, hereby declare
that our daughter Ms. Sapna
Sharma stands disowned and
debarred from all family relations
and movable/immovable proper-
ties with immediate effect.
Henceforth, we shall not be liable
or responsible for any act, liability,
transaction or conduct of Ms.
Sapna Sharma, and any dealing
with her shall be at own risk and

consequences.
PAWAN GUPTA ADVOCATE
CH.NO 673, LAWYERS CHEM-
BER BLOCK SAKET COURT
NEW DELHI 110017

NAME CHANGE
I, Harmeet D/O Palvinder Singh
R/O House No-R-586, Street No-
5A, Swatantra Nagar, Narela, Delhi
110040 |, Have Changed May
name To Harmeet Kaur

NAME CHANGE
I, Lata Arora W/O Rajeev Narang
R/O House No-3637, first Floor
Near Hanuman Mandir Raja Park
Rani Bagh North West Delhi, Delhi
110034 |, Have Changed My Name
To Sandhya Narang

NAME CHANGE
1, Nidhi Shah W/O Vishal Shah R/O
A-1/96, Rohini Sector-5 Raja Pur
kalan North West Delhi, Delhi
110085 I, have Changed My Name
To Nidhi Gupta

NAME CHANGE
I, DINESH SHARMA S/O RAJKU-
MAR SHARMA resident of 67
ACHCHARONDA MEERUT UTTAR
PRADESH-250103 have changed
my name to DINESH KUMAR
SHARMA for all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE

I, ANIL KUMAR legal father of|
RAUSHAN KUMAR R/O PLOT
No.154, BLOCK-A GALI No.25,
RAJAPURI, NEW DELHI-110059,
have changed my minor son’s name
from RAUSHAN KUMAR to SOMIK
KUMAR for all future purposes vide
affidavit dated 22/05/2026 Before
Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, Sunidhi D/O Dinesh Kumar
Sharma resident of HNo. 1544
Street no. 109 Ganesh Pura Tri
Nagar Delhi 110035 have
changed my name to Sunidhi
Sharma for all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, KUMBHAR P B wife of|
No0.15723955Y, Rank-NK Name-
KUMBHAR SACHIN NAMDEO
unit of EXPERIMENTAL EVALUA-
TION AND TECHNICAL SUP-
PORT UNIT residing at-VILL-
UCHAT, PO-MAAN, TEH-
SHAHUWADI, DIST-KOLHAPUR,
MAHARASHTRA-415101, have
changed my name from KUMB-
HAR P B to PRATIKSHA SACHIN
KUMBHAR for all future purposes
vide Affidavit dated 22/05/2026
before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE

I, YAMINI KANSAL W/O AMAN
GUPTA resident of H NO-3424
GALI BAJRANG BALI SITARAM
BAZAR DELHI CHAWRI BAZAR
DELHI-110006 have changed my
name to YAMINI GUPTA for all
future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I,DHARMENDER S/O SHIV PAL
SINGH R/O H.NO-220, SURYA
NAGAR PHASE 1 SECTOR 91
AMARNAGAR FARIDABAD
HARYANA 121003, CHANGED MY
NAME TO DHARMENDER SINGH

Seq No. Lot No./Category Lot End Date & Time
AAN 15418-SLR-R1-SHTT-APDJ-26-2 (Parcel-SLR) | 11:30 hrs. on 08-06-26
AA2 15626-SLR-F1-AGTL-DGHR-26-1 (Parcel-SLR) | 11:40 hrs. on 08-06-26
AA/3  |55669-SLR-F1-SCL-SANG-26-5 (Parcel-SLR) | 11:50 hrs. on 08-06-26
AA/4 15616-SLR-F1-SCL-GHY-26-1 (Parcel-SLR) 12:00 hrs. on 08-06-26
AA/5 15612-SLR-F1-SCL-RNY-26-2 (Parcel-SLR) 12:10 hrs. on 08-06-26
AA/B  |15610-SLR-F1-SANG-GHY-26-1 (Parcel-SLR) | 12:20 hrs. on 08-06-26
AAT7 14619-SLR-F1-AGTL-FZR-26-1 (Parcel-SLR) | 12:30 hrs. on 08-06-26
AA/8 15628-SLR-F1-SCL-CBE-26-1 (Parcel-SLR) 12:40 hrs. on 08-06-26
AA/9  |12504-SLR-F1-AGTL-SMVB-26-1 (Parcel-SLR) | 12:50 hrs. on 08-06-26
AA/10 [15618-SLR-F2-DLCR-GHY-26-1 (Parcel-SLR) | 13:00 hrs. on 08-06-26
AA/11 [13176-SLR-F1-SCL-SDAH-26-1 (Parcel-SLR) | 13:10hrs. on 08-06-26
AA/12 |15663-SLR-F1-AGTL-SCL-26-1 (Parcel-SLR) | 13:20 hrs. on 08-06-26
AA/13 [15630-SLR-F1-SHTT-TBM-26-1 (Parcel-SLR) | 13:30 hrs. on 08-06-26
AA/14  [13182-SLR-F1-SHTT-KOAA-26-1 (Parcel-SLR) | 13:40 hrs. on 08-06-26
AA/15 |15641-SLR-F1-SCL-NTSK-26-1 (Parcel-SLR) | 13:50 hrs. on 08-06-26
AA/16 [20501-SLR-F1-AGTL-ANVT-26-1 (Parcel-SLR) | 14:00 hrs. on 08-06-26
AA/M7  [12502-SLR-F1-AGTL-KOAA-26-1 (Parcel-SLR) | 14:10 hrs. on 08-06-26
AA/18 |15660-SLR-F1-AGTL-LTT-26-1 (Parcel-SLR) 14:20 hrs. on 08-06-26
AA/19 [15608-SLR-F1-SCL-TVC-26-2 (Parcel-SLR) 14:30 hrs. on 08-06-26
AA/20 [15646-SLR-F1-SCL-CHZ-26-1 (Parcel-SLR) 14:40 hrs. on 08-06-26
AA/21 |15618-SLR-F1-DLCR-GHY-26-1 (Parcel-SLR) | 14:50 hrs. on 08-06-26
AA/22 [15817-SLR-F1-SKHV-NHLN-26-1 (Parcel-SLR) | 15:00 hrs. on 08-06-26
AA/23 [20507-SLR-F1-SANG-ANVT-26-1 (Parcel-SLR) | 15:10 hrs. on 08-06-26
AA/24 |15418-SLR-F1-SHTT-APDJ-26-2 (Parcel-SLR) | 15:20 hrs. on 08-06-26
AA/25 [15418-SLR-F2-SHTT-APDJ-26-1 (Parcel-SLR) | 15:30 hrs. on 08-06-26
AA/26 |15616-SLR-F2-SCL-GHY-26-1 (Parcel-SLR) 15:40 hrs. on 08-06-26
AA/27 |15616-SLR-R1-SCL-GHY-26-1 (Parcel-SLR) 15:50 hrs. on 08-06-26
AA/28 [15618-SLR-R1-DLCR-GHY-26-1 (Parcel-SLR) | 16:00 hrs. on 08-06-26

to visit e-Auction leasing

Initial Cooling off period is 30 minutes. Successive lots closing
interval 10 minutes. Lot-wise closing time can be viewed in e-
Auction module of IREPS. Note :

Prospective bidder are requested
module on IREPS website

www.ireps.gov.in for more details.
Divisional Railway Manager (C), Lumding

NORTHEAST FRONTIER RAILWAY

NAME CHANGE
I, JC-769999H Rank-SUB MAJOR
Name-N DHARMAR legal father of D
MADHINSHA residing at- VILL-

SIRUGUDI, PO-MARANDAI,
TEHSIL-KADALADI, DIST-
RAMANATHAPURAM, TAMIL-

NADU-623703, have changed my
minor daughter’s name from D MAD-
HINSHA to MEGA D for all future pur-
poses vide affidavit dated 22/05/2026
Before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE

I, SULAXANA W/O SUDEEP
KUMAR resident of C-253, 2ND
FLOOR, MAYFIELD GARDEN,
GURGAON, GURGAON,
HARYANA-122018 have changed
my name to SULAXANA SINDHU
for all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE

It is for general information that I,
NAZISH D/O RAFIQUE AHMAD
residing at G-56/12, OKHLA,
SHAHEEN BAGH, ABUL FAZAL
ENCLAVE-Il, SOUTH DELHI,
DELHI-110025, declare that name
of my father has been wrongly writ-
ten as RAFEEQ AHMED in my all
educational documents. The Actual
name of my father is RAFIQUE
AHMAD which may be amended
accordingly. It is certified that |
have complied with other legal
requirements in this connection

NAME CHANGE
I, MEENU NAGPAL W/o Sachin
Khaneja R/o A-81, First Floor,
Vivek Vihar Phase-2, Jhilmil, Delhi-
110095, have changed my name
from MEENU NAGPAL to ISHA
KHANEJA permanently

NAME CHANGE
I, HARSH DEV S/o Shri Bhagwan
Vashist R/o 635, Metro View
Apartment, Pocket-B, Sector-13,
Dwarka, Delhi-110078, have
changed my name to HARSH DEV
VASHIST permanently

NAME CHANGE
I, KAMLESH KUMARI W/O
Sanjeev Kumar Singh R/o B-34/A,
New Heera Park, Near Dichaon
Kalan Chowk, Najafgarh, Delhi-
110043, have changed my name to
KAMLESH permanently.
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0il market risks 'red zone'
by summer, IEA chief warns

LONDON. (Agency)

The world oil market risks entering a "red zone" by the
upcoming summer season should there be no
progress on ending the West Asia war, the head of the
International Energy Agency warned Thursday.

"We may be entering the red zone (on supplies) in July
or August if we don't see that there are some
improvements in the (war) situation," Fatih Birol said
at the Chatham House think tank in London.

Iran has effectively halted tanker traffic through the
Strait of Hormuz in retaliation for US and Israeli
strikes launched in late February, choking off oil and
gas traffic and sending prices soaring.

While a surplus of oil in the market before the war has
helped absorb the energy shock, "stocks are eroding",
Birol said.He warned that it will take "a lot of time"
for production and refining capacity to return to pre-
war levels.Birol previously said that commercial oil
stocks are falling "very fast", even with the release of
strategic reserves by governments worldwide.

The IEA has coordinated the release of 426 million
barrels from emergency stocks by its 32 member
countries, and said this month that around 164 million
barrels have already been drawn. A ceasefire on April
8 halted the war, but negotiation efforts have so far
failed to yield a lasting peace agreement, weighing on
the world economy.

Farmers Turn to Human
Urine After Fertiliser Crunch
From Iran War

world.(Agency)

After the Iran war disrupted supplies of conventional
nitrogen fertilizers, the English farmer began
scouring the Yorkshire countryside for substitutes to
keep his crops growing. That led Mills to the poultry
shed of a relative's friend, whose chicken manure is
suddenly so sought after that he now has a long list of
buyers."Everyone is doing the same, looking for
alternatives," said Mills, who harvests wheat, barley
and oats on a farm dotted with sheep.

Farmers worldwide are under pressure. About a third of
traded urea, a widely used nitrogen fertilizer, comes
from the Gulf region. With the Strait of Hormuz
effectively shut, prices have jumped to multi-year
highs. That's forcing growers to improvise ahead of
the fall planting season or risk lower yields, profit
losses and disruptions to global food supply.

Some are turning to age-old solutions like manure.
Others are experimenting with newer technologies.
These range from waste-based inputs, including
materials like ground almond shells, to microbial
products designed to boost plant growth and reduce
reliance on chemical fertilizers.

"The war situation is, sadly, a good thing for us," said
Francois Gerard of French startup Toopi Organics,
which converts human urine collected from schools
and festivals into a bacteria feed that helps plants
grow. Since late February, sales have jumped about a
quarter, he said, with prices holding steady thanks to
abundant supply. With no end in sight to rival US and
Iranian blockades in Hormuz, fertilizer disruptions
are expected to persist. A prolonged conflict could
mean weaker harvests and higher grocery prices. The
United Nations has warned that an additional 45
million people may face acute food
insecurity.Because farmers plan months ahead, the
effects risk rippling into yields as far out as 2027,
according to the UN's Food and Agriculture
Organization. The World Bank expects fertilizer
prices to rise by nearly a third this year, pushing
affordability to its worst level since 2022, when
Russia invaded Ukraine.

A 'Band Of Brothers' Is
Running Iran With Mojtaba
Khamenei: Report

Tehran.(Agency)

When Ali Khamenei, Iran's supreme leader for 37
years, was assassinated in an Israeli strike on
February 28, it created a vacuum at the top and
changed the power corridors of Tehran. His son,
Mojtaba Khamenei, was appointed his successor, but
reports have suggested that the 56-year-old cleric
does not wield the same level of influence as his
father did. Instead, a small, elite band of men in
senior positions, most of whom are current or former
senior Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps (IRGC)
commanders, are guiding decision-making in Iran,
according to a New York Times (NYT) report.

"Senior Iranian officials maintain that all key matters
are run by the 56-year-old heir. Decision making,
however, extends beyond one man," the report said,
adding that a "hardened band of brothers" whose
"seminal experience was the brutal, eight-year war
between Iran and Iraq that began in 1980."

ALSO READ: Iran Executes Two Men Over Armed
Rebellion Charges, Links To 'Separatists'

'"The Band Of Brotherhood'Founded in 1979 to protect
the Islamic revolution and its leader, the Guards
promoted some of these commanders to the rank of
general while they were still in their late 20s or early
30s. The West's support for Iraq in the war convinced
Tehran that Iran had to forge its own way, no matter
the cost. After the war with Iraq was over, these
commanders went on to control intelligence or
security services. Experts point out that their shared
backgrounds, careers and ideological outlook are the
reasons why neither the war nor the collapse of the
government and assassinations of around 50 top
political and military leaders could paralyse Tehran.
How these leaders operate and share power remains
largely opaque. Some have been out of the limelight
long before the war started, and now remain hidden
out of fear of being targeted. But now, they have
joined forces and become "a brotherhood running the
country," Saeid Golkar, a Guards expert who is a
political science professor at the University of
Tennessee at Chattanooga,, told NYT.
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Ebola case confirmed in rebel-
held Congo's South Kivu area

DR CONGO. (Agency)
An Ebola outbreak in the Democratic
Republic of Congo has spread to eastern
South Kivu province in an area under the
control of the Rwanda-backed M23 militia,
the group's spokesman said Thursday,
heightening fears of the deadly disease's
growing reach.Efforts to get a grip on the
latest outbreak of the highly contagious
haemorrhagic fever, which the World
Health Organization has declared an
international emergency, have been
hampered by the DRC's long-running
conflicts, including between the Congolese
army and the M23.Having seized swathes
of land in the mineral-rich east with
Rwanda's help, the M23 has installed a
parallel administration in areas under its
control.But the armed group has never had
to manage the response to a serious
epidemic of a disease like Ebola, which has
killed more than 15,000 people in Africa in
the past half-century. The virus is spected to
have claimed 160 lives out of nearly 671
probable cases, according to figures

US pins hopes on mediator

published by the National Institute fr Public
Health (INSP) on Thursday.There are 64
confirmed Ebola cases and six confirmed
deaths, INSP said.Tests "confirm a new
positive case" in Kabare territory in South
Kivu, M23 spokesman Lawrence Kanyuka
said in a statement.Parts of South Kivu,
including the provincial capital Bukavu,
fell to the M23 in February 2025 after fierce
clashes.The case involved a "person
coming from Kisangani", a major city in
the eastern Tshopo province, where no
Ebola infections from the current outbreak
have so far been recorded.Congolese
authorities, in a statement on Thursday,
reported two cases identified in South Kivu
province -- one suspected case and one
confirmed.Riot at hospitalThe outbreak's
epicentre is in northeastern Ituri province,
with many cases in hard-to-access areas
plagued by the Congolese east's litany of
armed groups and where measures to
respond to the crisis have been slow to get
off the ground."We have no sanitary
facilities at all, not even a handwashing

station, for 16,000 displaced people," said
Desire Grodya, an official at a site for
displaced people in Kigonze, on the
outskirts of Bunia, Ituri's provincial capital.

"We're really crammed in here; it's total
overcrowding... Ifthe outbreak starts on the
site, it will be catastrophic," he warned.

On Thursday, a brief riot erupted at the
hospital in Rwampara, one of the
outbreak's focal points located about 12
kilometres (seven miles) from Bunia.

Young people who "wanted to retrieve the
body" of a deceased patient "entered the
hospital and burned down the two isolation
tents", a hospital official told AFP.A

healthcare worker was also injured by
stone-throwing before law enforcement
intervened, the official said.The isolation
tents had only just been put up at the
hospital.Cases have also been recorded in
North Kivu province and neighbouring
Uganda, where one person has died.Split
by front lines

Both North and South Kivu are split in two by
the front lines dividing the Congolese army
from the M23 armed group and its
Rwandan allies.No vaccine or clinical
treatment exists for the Bundibugyo strain
of the Ebola virus responsible for the
current epidemic."Every passenge who
arrives here, whether at the airport entry
point or elsewhere, is subject to a
temperature check," said Aime Prospere,
head of border hygiene at Bunia airport, ina
statement.Tons of equipment have been
delivered at the airport by the WHO and
NGOs since Monday.In the city "we're not
allowed to carry two people on the same
motorcycle", Paulin Kibondo, a
motorcycle taxi driver, said.

Iran warns Trump
against military action,

Previous comments by President

Pakistan in push to end lran war

TEHRAN.(Agency)

TUS Secretary of State Marco Rubio

voiced hope of progress on ending the
war with Iran, as he looked to
Pakistani mediators to help advance
efforts to strike an agreement.

Donald Trump had suggested weeks
of stop-start negotiations to strike a
permanent end to the war were
teetering on the "borderline"
between a deal and renewed
attacks."I believe the Pakistanis will
be travelling to Tehran today. So
hopefully that'll advance this
further," Rubio told reporters on
Thursday.A ceasefire on April 8
halted the war launched weeks
earlier by the United States and Israel,
but negotiation efforts, including

including the ISNA news agency, had
reported based on unnamed sources
that Munir could himself visit Tehran
as early as Thursday, but there was no

comment from Pakistan authorities
about any travel plan for the army chief.

historic face to face talks hosted in Beijing did however, announce that

Islamabad have so far failed to yield a
lasting agreement.Pakistan's interior
minister Mohsin Naqvi, who is widely
considered close to Pakistan's
powerful army chief Asim Munir,
visited Iran for the second time in a
week on Wednesday.Iranian media,

Pakistan Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif will travel on Saturday to China,
which has also been involved in
mediation efforts to end the
war.BorderlineThough open warfare
and strikes across the Gulf have
reduced, the impasse continues to

weigh on the world economy.In April,
Pakistan hosted the only direct
negotiations, which Munir helped
mediate, between US and Iranian
officials to take place since
February 28, when the war
began.But the talks ultimately
failed, with Tehran accusing
Washington of making "excessive
demands".Since then, the two
sides have exchanged multiple
proposals, with the threat of
renewed conflict looming all
along."It's right on the borderline,
believe me," Trump told reporters
Wednesday. "If we don't get the
right answers, it goes very quickly.
We're all ready to go."He said a
deal could come "very quickly" or "ina
few days", but warned Tehran would
have to provide "100 percent good
answers".Rubio also criticised NATO
allies for their refusal to help in the war
against Iran."He's not asking them to
commit troops. He's not asking them to
send their fighter jets in. But they
refuse to do anything," he said."We
were very upset about that."

Gunmen open fire in two separate attacks
in Honduras, killing at least 25 people

TEGUCIGALPA.(Agency)

Gunmen opened fire in two separate

attacks Thursday on the Honduran
coast, killing at least 25 people,
including six police officers,
authorities said.The first incident took
place at a plantation in the municipality
of Trujillo in northern Honduras,
where at least 19 workers were shot
and killed, according to Public
Prosecutor's Office spokesperson Yuri
Mora.The resource-rich region has
been the site of a decades-long agrarian
conflict.The Inter-American
Commission on Human Rights has
previously issued precautionary
measures to some activists in the
region who have been threatened,
surveilled and intimidated for their
work defending the environment and
land rights.The 2024 Kkilling of
environmental leader Juan Lopez
highlighted the dangers of defending

natural resources in this highly
militarised area of Honduras. The
Central American nation regularly
ranks as one of the most dangerous for
environmentalists, with five killed in
2024 and 18 the year before, according
to nongovernmental organisation
Global WitnessThree people were
recently arrested for masterminding
Lépez's killing, providing a rare
glimpse of justice in a country with
high rates of impunity.In the second
attack, assailants opened fire on police
in the municipality of Omoa in the
Cortes department near the
Guatemalan border, killing six officers,
including a senior officer, police
said.The officers were assigned to an
anti-gang mission and were attacked
while traveling to Omoa from the
capital, Tegucigalpa, police
said.National Police spokesperson
Edgardo Barahona said earlier

Thursday that determining the death
toll in Trujillo was complicated partly
because relatives of the victims have
removed bodies of their loved ones.
Investigators have been sent to the
scene, he said.The National Police and
armed forces will respond to both of
the areas where attacks took place, and
teams including forensic specialists
and prosecutors will be formed to
investigate, the Security Ministry said.

Honduras has struggled with high rates

of crime linked to gangs and the
transnational drug trade, although its
homicide rate has decreased
significantly in recent years since a
2011 peak of 83 murders per 100,000
residents, according to the World
Bank.International human rights
organisations have criticised Honduras
for its militarised approach to fighting
crime, which they say has led to human
rights abuses including torture.

says US will be forced to

Republicans struggled Thursday to find the votes to

The House had scheduled a vote on a war powers

On Capitol Hill, patience with the war has worn thin as

Meeks, the top Democrat on the House Foreign Affairs

‘retreat and surrender’

WASHINGTON.(Agency)

dismiss legislation that would compel President
Donald Trump to withdraw from the war with Iran,
delaying planned votes on the matter into June.

resolution, brought by Democrats, that would rein in
Trump's military campaign. But as it became clear that
Republicans would not have the numbers to defeat the
bill, GOP leaders declined to hold a vote on it. It was
the latest sign of the slipping support in Congress for a
war that Trump launched more than two months ago
without congressional approval."We had the votes
without question and they knew it, and as a result
they're playing a political game," said Democratic Rep.
Gregory Meeks, who sponsored the bill.Republicans
in the Senate are also working to ensure they have the
votes to dismiss another war powers resolution that
advanced to a final vote earlier this week, when four
GOP senators supported the resolution and three
others were absent from the vote.The actions by
congressional leaders showed Republicans are
struggling to maintain political backing for Trump's
handling of the war. Rank-and-file Republicans are
increasingly willing to defy the president over the
conflict. House Republican Leader Steve Scalise told
reporters that the vote was delayed to give lawmakers
who were absent a chance to vote. House Speaker
Mike Johnson did not answer questions from reporters
as he exited the House chamber.Frustration with Iran
war grows on Capitol Hill

the stalemate in the Strait of Hormuz disrupts global
shipping and elevates gas prices in the US Another
House war powers resolution nearly passed last week,
falling on a tie vote as three Republicans voted in favor.

Committee, said he had the votes "locked in" this time
around."People are beginning to finally listen to the
American people who don't support the war in Iran,
and [ think there's a growing number of Republicans
who see how devastating the war has been for our
country," said Democratic Rep. Adam Smith of
Washington state.The lone Democrat who voted
against the war powers resolution last week, Rep.
Jared Golden of Maine, has said he will vote in favor
of'the legislation next time.In a joint statement, House
Democratic leader Hakeem Jeffries and other caucus
leaders said Republicans were "cowardly" to pull the
vote."Even as we prepare to recognize our nation's
fallen heroes on Memorial Day, House Republicans
refuse to show up and be accountable to the brave
service members that have been recklessly put in
harm's way," they added.

Trump says he is sending 5,000 more troops to Poland,
stirring confusion about US presence in Europe

The Trump administration had
edrlier said it was reducing
levels in Europe hy about
5,000 troops, and US officials
confirmed about 4,000
service members were no
longer deploying to Poland.

{k

WASHINGTON.(Agency)
President Donald Trump on Thursday said
the US will send an additional 5,000 troops
to Poland, stirring confusion following
weeks of changing statements from Trump
and his administration about reducing —
not increasing — the American military
footprint in Europe.The Trump
administration has said it was reducing
levels in Europe by about 5,000 troops, and
US officials confirmed about 4,000 service
members were no longer deploying to
Poland. Trump's social media

announcement raises more uncertainty for
European allies that have been blindsided
by the changes as the administration has
complained about NATO members not
shouldering enough of the burden of their
own defense and failing to do more to
support the Iran war."Based on the
successful Election of the now President of
Poland, Karol Nawrocki, who I was proud
to Endorse, and our relationship with him,
I am pleased to announce that the United
States will be sending an additional 5,000
Troops to Poland," Trump said on Truth
Social. Trump and the Pentagon have said
in recent weeks that they were drawing
down at least 5,000 troops in Germany
after Chancellor Friedrich Merz said the
US was being "humiliated" by the Iranian
leadership and criticized what he called a
lack of strategy in the war.

Trump then told reporters at the beginning of
the month that the US would be "cutting a
lot further than 5,000."As of last week,
some 4,000 troops from the Army's 2nd
Armored Brigade Combat Team, Ist
Cavalry Division were no longer en route
to Poland. The Associated Press reported

that the canceled deployment was part of
an effort to comply with Trump's order to

F

reduce the number of troops in Europe. A
deployment to Germany of personnel
trained to fire long-range missiles also was
halted.Democratic and Republican
lawmakers alike criticised the reductions
as sending the wrong signal both to allies
and Russian President Vladimir Putin
during the 4-year-old war in
Ukraine.Republican Rep. Don Bacon of
Nebraska said during a congressional
hearing that he spoke with Polish officials
and they were "blindsided." He called the
decision "reprehensible" and said it was
"an embarrassment to our country what we

just did to Poland."Chief Pentagon
spokesman Sean Parnell said Tuesday that
it was "a temporary delay" of the
deployment of US forces to Poland, which
he called a "model US ally." He said it was a
result of the US reducing the number of
brigade combat teams assigned to Europe
from four to three and indicated the
Pentagon still needed to decide which
troops to station where.It was not clear
whether that meant the brigade would
resume its deployment to Poland, if
additional troops on top of that rotational
deployment could be added, or whether
there would still be a drawdown of US
troops in Europe but from a different
country. The Pentagon referred requests for
comment to the White House, which did not
immediately respond to messages seeking
clarity.Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth and
Defense Undersecretary Elbridge Colby
both spoke with with their Polish
counterparts this week. Polish Prime
Minister Donald Tusk had said Wednesday
that he was happy to hear "Washington's
declaration that Poland will be treated as it
deserves.
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Telangana Government Doctors'
Association raises concern over

delay in transfer process

HYDERABAD.(Agency)

The Telangana Government Doctors’
Association (TGGDA) on Thursday
expressed serious concern over the delay
in the ongoing transfer process in the
Medical & Health department. They also
opposed the attempts to introduce
separate guidelines contrary to GO Ms No
38.Addressing the media at the DME
office in Koti, the association pointed out
that the transfer process should be
conducted strictly in accordance with the
existing government order without any

‘ |
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alterations, selective implementation, or
deviation from the notified guidelines.
They strongly objected to proposed
changes in the definitions of focal and
non-focal areas, stating that such
modifications could create
dissatisfaction, suspicion, and a sense of
discrimination among doctors across the
state.

TGGDA founder Dr B Ramesh stressed that
many doctors who have been waiting for
transfers for several years were already
facing disappointment and uncertainty.
He also urged senior officials of the
Health department not to delay the

process further by introducing new
interpretations and additional conditions
beyond the existing guidelines.

Punijabi University BTech student
found dead in hostel room; probe
on: police
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Parking dispute turns fatal: Mohali youth jumps
into Bhakra canal, family alleges harassment

Mohali.(Agency)
A 21-year-old youth allegedly died by
suicide after jumping into the Bhakra
canal following a dispute over parking

in Mohali’s Phase 4 area. The @
identified as Pawan, was [

deceased,
undergoing police recruitment training
and was staying in a PG
accommodation at House No. 636 in
Phase 4.Divers later recovered the
body from the canal. The body has
been kept in the mortuary for
postmortem examination.

The deceased’s father, Prem Kumar, a

resident of Nihal Khera village in Abohar,
alleged that his son took the extreme step
by a municipal
corporation election candidate of a political
party, his son and the police. He claimed that
before the incident, Pawan had sent video and

after being ‘“harassed”

audio recordings to one of his friends.

According to information, the dispute began
over parking a vehicle outside the residence
of an MC election candidate in Phase 4.

Manipur:

Guwahati. (Agency)

Security forces in Manipur recovered 67
weapons, including ones looted from state
from the United National

armouries,
Liberation Front (Pambei), a valley-

Allegedly, the candidate, contesting from
Ward No. 8, and his son asked Pawan, who
lived in another locality, to remove the
vehicle parked there, leading to a heated

argument.

According to a senior police officer, this
weapons haul includes weapons that had
been looted from state armouries during the
course of the ongoing conflict in the state.

based insurgent group that the Centre e

had signed a peace agreement with in
2023. According to police, cadres of
the group were engaged in selling &
these weapons.
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told me that he was badly beaten by the
MC candidate and his son at the spot
and was humiliated at the police station
aswell,” he alleged.

' According to the father, Pawan told him
over the phone: “Papa, first I was
beaten at the spot, then taken to the
police station and humiliated badly.
Now I am going to die.”Pawan’s friend,
Madhav Shah, a national-level baseball
player, also alleged that both of them
were assaulted and later harassed at the
police station. He further claimed that
they were falsely accused of consuming

S

Telangana hikes minimum

wages for 1.11 crore workers

HYDERABAD. (Agency)

Chief Minister A Revanth Reddy
on Thursday announced a hike
in minimum wages for workers
in Telangana, a move that the
government said would benefit
nearly 1.11 crore workers
across the state.

Making the announcement at the
Secretariat along with Labour
Minister G Vivek
Venkatswamy, Revanth said the
government had categorised
workers into four groups —
unskilled, semi-skilled, skilled
and highly skilled — before
revising the wages based on the
recommendations of a Cabinet
sub-committee that held

The family alleged that Pawan and his friend,
Madhav Shah, were later assaulted and taken
to the police station after police were called to
the spot.Prem Kumar said he was in
Ganganagar to purchase medicines when he
received a phone call from his son. “My son

3 yrs after peace deal,
insurgent group found selling weapons

and selling drugs.

The incident triggered tension in the area, with
the family demanding strict action against the
accused. Police said an investigation is
underway.DSP City-1 Gurcharan Singh said
no suicide note had been recovered so far.
“Statements of the family members are being
recorded and all aspects are being examined.
Further action will be taken based on the
findings of the investigation,” he said.

operation in Lamshang on Wednesday
based on “credible information regarding

extensive consultations with
stakeholders.Under the revised
structure, the minimum wage
for unskilled workers has been
increased from Rs 12,750 to Rs
16,000, for semi-skilled
workers from Rs 13,452 to Rs
17,000, for skilled workers
from Rs 13,772 to Rs 18,500
and for highly skilled workers
from Rs 14,607 to Rs 20,000.
The revised wages will come
into effect from June 1.

Revanth said the revised wages
were determined after taking
into account inflation, rising
prices of essential
commodities, house rents and
other living expenses.

Criticising the BRS government
for not revising wages during
its decade in power, the chief
minister said the Congress

Over the course of two days, which

the selling of looted arms and ammunition”,
during which they apprehended two active

cadres of the UNLF(P) with one INSAS
LMG and three magazines, as well as
fourteen live rounds. “While the arrest
was going on, associates of the cadres
opened fire at the security forces, resulting
in a brief exchange of fire,” said a police
statement, adding that two more cadres

government was committed to
workers’ welfare and
encouraging industries to
prioritise Telangana youth in
recruitment.

Need to shift focus towards
blue-collar jobs: Revanth

The chief minister further
stressed the need to shift focus

Patiala. (Agency)

A B Tech student of Punjabi University
has been found dead inside one of the
hostel rooms, police said.

Police have identified as Varunpreet Singh
(24) and was from Tarn Taran’s Kang
village.Although, Varunpreet was
staying in a rented accommodation
outside the university campus, he had
come to room 340 of Baba Banda Singh
Bahadur hostel of the university on
Wednesday, they said.The students were
studying in different hostel rooms in
various study groups for the ongoing
university examinations, officials said.
However, Varunpreet was reportedly
alone in one of the rooms.

One of the students found Varunpreet
lying unconscious when he accidentally
entered the room. Following this, he was
immediately shifted to the university
dispensary in an ambulance, but the
doctors declared him brought dead.

The family members of the deceased had
not arrived till the time of filing this
report and therefore the postmortem
examination could not be conducted on
Thursday.

SSP Patiala Varun Sharma told The Indian
Express, “Postmortem will be conducted
Friday morning only afterwards we will
get to know the cause of death.”

Search expands to Dubai in

Kochi modelling scam

KOCHI.(Agency)

The investigation into the human trafficking
and sex racket that allegedly operated
under the guise of the modelling industry
has expanded internationally, with police
now searching for two key suspects
believed to be hiding in Dubai.The
absconding accused, identified as Shamla
and Rahmath, are suspected to have links
with an international human trafficking
and sex trafficking network.

According to the remand report submitted
before the Judicial First Class Magistrate
Court on Thursday, Sindhu, 56, the main
accused who was arrested from Mumbai,
allegedly maintained links with an
international trafficking and prostitution
racket.

Police said Shamla and Rahmath
coordinated the racket’s operations in

Dubai under Sindhu’s direction.
Investigators have also found indications
that Sindhu had connections with criminal
gangs. So far, three persons have been
arrested in the case — Sindhu, Manjima and
Aleena Abraham.

Investigators said the racket of luring young
women to Dubai and allegedly handing
them over to sex trafficking networks had
been operating since 2022. The revelation
reportedly emerged from Sindhu’s
confession statement.

The probe team further discovered financial
transactions allegedly made by Sindhu to
Aurangzeb, a friend of fourth accused
Aleena and a person facing multiple
criminal cases. Two mobile phones were
recovered from Sindhu, and the
investigators are analysing .

included a cordon and
operation at an unauthorised
UNLF(P) camp at Lamdeng in Imphal
West, joint security forces comprising

Manipur Police, Assam Rifles and the *

CRPF recovered these weapons, said

a statement from the Manipur Police. A
breakup of these weapons included 27 AK-
series weapons, 11 M-series rifles, four 9-

mm pistols, and one RPG-7.
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apprehended as well.

Around 6,000 weapons had been looted
from state armouries during the conflict that

began in May 2023.
According to police, they launched a special

Bhubaneswar sweats through
season's first heatwave day

BHUBANESWAR.(Agency)

Normal life was thrown out of gear as
Bhubaneswar recorded its first official
heatwave day of the season on
Thursday, with maximum day
temperature touching 42.2
degree Celsius.As the state
capital saw mercury soar past the
normal by 4.5 degree C, people
complained of uneasiness and
heat stress as high levels of §
humidity made life miserable. 8
During the peak hours, road
wore a deserted look as denizens
chose to stay indoors.

“Today’s conditions were almost
unprecedented as I had not
witnessed such a combination of
heat and humidity,” said Prasanta
Sahu, an online delivery agent of the
city. While the sweltering conditions
affected the people, for stray animals
such as dogs and cattle, it was equally
unbearable.

The intense heat surged in the state
capital by about 5.4 deg C in the last 24

hours. Bhubaneswar had recorded

36.8 deg C on Wednesday. People
expected respite as overcast conditions
developed later in the day but only to
be left disappointed.Neighbouring

Cuttack too sweated under intense heat
and recorded 40.2 deg C on the day but
citizens were in for a much-needed
respite as nor’wester rains lashed the
city in the evening. Keonjhar, which
recorded 41.3 deg C on the day, too
experienced thunderstorm activity.
Besides, parts of Khurda district also

witnessed rains and strong winds.

Before a nor’wester hit some parts of
Odisha on Thursday afternoon, large
parts of the state reeled under a
gruelling heatwave. At least 24 places
reported above 40 degree C
temperature on the day.

While Jharsuguda experienced
heatwave conditions for the
second consecutive day and
sizzled at 45.5 degree C, six
other places recorded more than
44 degree C on the day.
Sambalpur and Balangir
recorded 44.6 degree C each,
Hirakud and Titilagarh 44.5
degree C each, Sonepur 44.3
degree C and Boudh 44.2 degree

C.However, there is no immediate

relief in sight as the India

Meteorological Department (IMD)

forecast heatwave over the next four

days. Heatwave to severe heatwave
may prevail in Jharsuguda, Sambalpur,

Balangir and Nayagarh districts on

Friday, said the regional met office.

Headless body in Lucknow:
girl ‘kllled’ by family over relationship

Lucknow.(Agency)

The mystery behind the headless torso
and limbs found stuffed in abagon a
train at a Lucknow railway station
has been solved — the victim was a
16-year-old girl, allegedly murdered
by her family after she refused to end
her relationship with aman.

The Government Railway Police has
arrested her 48-year-old father along
with two relatives for allegedly
killing her in an “honour” crime.

The shocking discovery was made on May
16, on the Chhapra-Gomti Nagar Express
that travels from Bihar to Lucknow via

Once passengers had

deboarded the train, the railway staff

started a routine check of the

Gorakhpur.

who had fired at the security forces were

“On preliminary interrogation of the
arrested cadres, they disclosed that they
had come to sell the seized weapons on the
instruction of self-styled Lance Corporal

Naorem Bijoy, alias Macha, of UNLF(P).

They further admitted to earlier sale of

looted arms and ammunition,” said police.

towards blue-collar
employment, warning that the
rapid rise of artificial
intelligence was reshaping
global job markets and
threatening traditional white-
collar careers.“The government
is focusing on blue-collar jobs
because Al is increasingly
affecting white-collar
employment.

Chennai to continue recording 41-42
degree celsius for next two days

CHENNAI.(Agency)

Heat wave-like conditions intensified across several
parts of the state on Thursday, with Chennai and
northern districts recording temperatures soaring
above 40°C. The Regional Meteorological Centre
(RMC) has forecast isolated heavy rainfall and
thunderstorms in parts of the state in the coming days.

According to RMC, Chennai Airport recorded the
highest maximum temperature in the state at 41.6°C on
Thursday, while Nungambakkam registered 40.4°C.
Vellore emerged as the hottest station with 42.5°C,
followed by Tiruttani at 42.1°C. Karur Paramathi and
Madurai city also touched the 40°C mark.

Meteorologists said maximum temperatures rose by 2-
4°C at isolated places in Tamil Nadu during the last 24
hours, with several stations recording temperatures
above normal levels. Heat wave conditions are likely to
continue in isolated pockets of coastal Tamil Nadu,
Pondicherry and Karaikal on till Friday.

RMC has forecast no significant change in temperatures
in interior Tamil Nadu for the next five days. However,
coastal districts are likely to witness a further rise of 3-
4°C above normal levels and increasing discomfort due
to high humidity.For Chennai, the weather office has
forecast maximum temperatures of 41-42°C over the
next two days with partly cloudy skies. Warm nights
with minimum temperatures around 30-31°C are also
expected, adding to the heat stress in the city. Officials
warned that the combination of high day temperatures
and humidity could cause severe discomfort in coastal
areas from May 23 onwards.

16-year-old

compartments and found a trunk and a bag
near a washroom in one of the sleeper
coaches.
Those arrested include the girl’s father,
Viggan, an e-rickshaw driver; his elder
sister Noorjahan (55), and her husband

Mojibullah (53), Superintendent of
Police (Railways) Rohit Mishra
said.Police claimed the accused killed
the girl with a gadasa — a sharp-edged
agricultural weapon — at their home
in Kushinagar district, dismembered
the body and stuffed the parts in a bag
and a steel trunk.
Police said they went to the railway
station, boarded the train arriving from
Q Chhapra, and dumped the trunk and
bag near the washroom inside a sleeper
coach.

Police said the accused, during questioning,

admitted that they thought abandoning the
body parts on a train would make it
difficult for police to identify the victim or
solve the case.“We are still searching for

Mishra said during investigation,

the victim’s head. The accused had
claimed they threw it into a pond; we
conducted a search there, but could not
recoverit,” Mishra said.
CCTY provided key clue
they
examined CCTV footage from railway
stations where the train had halted.“At
Kushinagar station, we spotted people
placing a trunk and a bag inside the train. A
team was sent to the area to trace those
seen in the footage. With the help of local
residents, police later identified the
victim’s father,” said MishraThe officer
said the father was detained for
questioning and subsequently admitted to
the crime.“We will seek police remand of
the accused for further questioning
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Can't keep failing
our students

The cancellation of NEET-Undergraduate 2026
has pushed nearly 23 lakh students across
India into uncertainty, anxiety and emotional
distress. These candidates undertook months
and years of disciplined preparation,
believing that the Union government would at
least ensure a fair and secure examination
process. Instead, in one stroke, the system has
pushed them into confusion and instability.
What should have been a transparent and
merit-based gateway to medical education has
instead become a symbol of institutional
failure, administrative negligence and the
dangerous collapse of public trust in our exam
systems.NEET is not simply a competitive
exam. [t represents aspiration, social mobility,
economic hope and years of personal
sacrifice. Parents invest heavily, exhausting
savings, taking loans and stretching their
finances to the limit to support their children’s
dreams of entering the medical profession.
The collapse of exam integrity, therefore,
becomes not merely an academic disruption,
but amajor social and economic crisis.

The most serious consequence of repeated
exam controversies is the erosion of public
confidence in our institutional systems. High-
stake national exams derive their legitimacy
from trust. The moment students begin to
believe that merit can be compromised
through organised malpractice,
impersonation, paper leaks or corrupt
networks, the credibility of the entire system
weakens.

The NEET-UG 2024 controversy had already
shaken public confidence after allegations of
paper leaks, suspicious score inflation, grace
marks and procedural irregularities triggered
nationwide protests. Eventually, a re-exam
had to be conducted for 1,563 candidates who
were awarded grace marks due to alleged loss
of exam time. Yet, the lessons were evidently
ignored. Instead of structural reform, the
country witnessed routine assurances and
temporary damage control.The recent
cancellation demonstrates that the crisis is not
accidental, but systemic. Since the
introduction of NEET, allegations of
irregularities, impersonation, organised
cheating and paper leaks have repeatedly
surfaced across multiple states. Nor is the
problem confined to NEET alone. In 2024,
UGC’s National Eligibility Test was
cancelled within a day over suspected leaks,
while the joint Council of Scientific and
Industrial Research-UGC NET and NEET-
Postgraduate were postponed amid
allegations of security breaches and
procedural failures. These incidents
collectively indicate the existence of a deep-
rooted nexus involving coaching mafias,
organised cheating syndicates, corrupt
intermediaries an institutional negligence.
The psychological consequences are enormous.
Students preparing for exams like NEET
endure extraordinary academic pressure for
one or two years, often sacrificing social life,
recreation, emotional well-being and
extracurricular growth. When the integrity of
the exam collapses, the resulting uncertainty
creates anxiety, helplessness, frustration,
humiliation and loss of confidence.The
National Testing Agency (NTA), entrusted
with conducting some of the country’s most
critical exams, has repeatedly failed

THE Supreme Court’s refusal to dilute its
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Made in Italy + Make in India = Excellence

The Indo-Pacific and the Mediterranean are increasingly interconnected spaces

THE relationship between India and Italy has now reached

a decisive stage. In recent years, our ties have expanded
with unprecedented momentum, evolving from a cordial
friendship into a special strategic partnership grounded
in the values of freedom and democracy, and a common
vision for the future.At a time when the international
system is undergoing a profound change, the partnership
between Italy and India is guided by regular exchanges
at high political and institutional levels and is gaining a
new and higher dimension that combines our economic
dynamism, societal creativity and millennia-old
civilisational wisdom.

Our cooperation mirrors our shared awareness that

prosperity and security in the 21st century will be shaped
by the ability of nations to innovate, manage energy
transitions and strengthen strategic sovereignty.

To this end, we have committed to deepening and

diversifying our bilateral relationship with a view to
pursuing new objectives and pooling our
complementary strengths.We aim to forge a powerful
synergy between Italian design, manufacturing
excellence and world-class supercomputers —
reflecting Italy's position as an industrial powerhouse —
and India's rapid economic growth, engineering talent,
scale and innovation and entrepreneurial ecosystems
with over 100 unicorns and 200,000 startups. This is not
asimple integration, but a co-creation of value where our
respective industrial strengths amplify one another.The
Free Trade Agreement between the European Union and
India paves the way for increased trade and investment
in both directions. We want to reach and exceed the Euro
20 billion target for trade between Italy and India by
2029, with a focus on defence and aerospace, clean
technologies, machinery, automotive components,
chemicals, pharmaceuticals, textiles, agri-food, tourism
and more.'Made in Italy' has been synonymous with
excellence, and today, it finds a natural synergy with the
high-quality goals of the 'Make in India' initiative. The
growing interest of Italian businesses in production in
India and the increasing presence of Indian industries in
Italy, numbering over 1,000 from both sides now, is a
positive sign that will strengthen the integration of our
supply chains.Technological innovation lies at the very
heart of our partnership. The coming decades will be
shaped by a technological revolution of unmeasurable
scope, marked by advances in sectors such as artificial
intelligence, quantum computing, advanced
manufacturing, critical minerals and digital
infrastructure. India's dynamic innovation ecosystem,
coupled with the highly skilled professional talent pool
and Italy's advanced industrial capabilities make our
cooperation in the above sectors both natural and

strategic. The growing partnership between our
universities and research centres will support this.
India's digital public infrastructure is already finding
resonance with a large number of countries, particularly
in the Global South.Artificial Intelligence, in particular,
is impacting our societies and the global economy. Italy
and India have long been collaborating to ensure that Al
development is responsible and human-centred. From
this perspective, India and Italy also see Al as a powerful
instrument for inclusive development, especially for the
Global South, where digital public infrastructure and

accessible, multilingual technologies can bridge divides
rather than deepen them. Building on India's vision of
MANAYV — putting humans at the centre of technology
— and Italy's leadership in promoting a human-centric
'algor-ethics' rooted in its humanist tradition, our
partnership seeks to ensure that Al acts as a catalyst for
social empowerment. Our approach combines India's
digital scale with Italy's ethical and industrial expertise,
ensuring tech serves human dignity.By sharing best
practices in secure digital cooperation, capacity-
building and resilient cyber infrastructure, we aim to
create an open, trustworthy and equitable digital space in
which every nation can shape and benefit from Al. This
perspective forms the core of Italy's G7 Presidency and
outcomes of the Al Impact Summit 2026, held in New
Delhi. Conceiving Al as a tool created by humans for
humans means firmly asserting that technology cannot
replace individuals or undermine their fundamental
rights, nor be used to manipulate public debate or alter
democratic processes.

Our cooperation also covers the space sector. India's

advancements in space exploration and satellite
technology, together with Italy's acrospace engineering
excellence, offer significant opportunities for joint
initiatives and next-generation technology

Dog menace : SC balances public safety with animal welfare

development.Security and stability remain essential to
ensuring nations' prosperity. Italy and India intend to
further strengthen their cooperation in defence, security
and strategic technologies. Our collaboration will help
ensure the security of critical maritime routes, strengthen
resilience in the face of threats, such as terrorism,
international criminal networks, drug trafficking,
cybercrime and human trafficking.Energy is another key
pillar of our partnership. The global transition towards
diversified energy sources requires innovation,
investment and cooperation. India and Italy are
collaborating on areas ranging from renewable energy
and hydrogen technologies to smart grids and resilient
infrastructure to become a hub for green hydrogen
exports offers immense potential, it complements Italy's
advanced technology in renewable infrastructure and its
strategic role as an energy gateway for Europe. Our
collaboration with other countries through key India-led
initiatives — the International Solar Alliance, Coalition
for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure and Global Biofuels
Alliance — is also important in this context.Physical,
digital and human connectivity is the thread that weaves
us together. Both India and Italy are located at the very
heart of two crucial hubs of the global economy — the
Indo-Pacific and the Mediterrancan. These regions
cannot be viewed as separate spheres, but instead, as
increasingly interconnected spaces.

We are witnessing the emergence of what might be termed

the Indo-Mediterranean, an important corridor for trade,
technology, energy, data and ideas tying the Indian Ocean
to Europe. It is precisely within this interconnected space
that our bond naturally evolves into a special strategic
partnership — one that bridges two continents and shapes
new global dynamics.The India-Middle East-Europe
Economic Corridor represents a vision aimed at better
connecting our regions through transport and
infrastructure, digital networks, energy systems and
supply chains. India and Italy are also committed to
working together with other partners to make this vision a
reality. We can address our shared challenges by drawing
upon our partnership and the enduring cultural ties
between us. Within the Indian culture, the concept of
'dharma’ evokes the sense of responsibility that must
guide our actions, whilst the principle of 'vasudhaiva
kutumbakam' (the world is one family) resonates
powerfully in this interconnected digital age.Such values
find a natural echo in Italy's humanist tradition, rooted in
the Renaissance, which highlights the dignity of each
individual and the power of culture to unite peoples and
societies. Our shared vision, therefore, aims to lay the
foundation for a strong and forward-looking India-Italy
partnership, with our people at the centre.

India recorded over 30 lakh dog-bite cases in 2023, followed by more than 37 lakh cases in 2024

directions on removing stray dogs from public
institutions is a necessary intervention in a
worsening public safety crisis. For years, civic
authorities across India have failed to address the
alarming rise in dog-bite incidents, forcing
courts to step into what is essentially an
administrative vacuum. As per the National
Centre for Disease Control, India recorded over
30 lakh dog-bite cases in 2023, followed by more
than 37 lakh cases in 2024 — averaging over
10,000 incidents every day. Several states and
cities are witnessing an unprecedented surge.
Kerala recently reported more than 3.6 lakh dog-
bite cases within a year, while Noida identified
dozens of dog-bite hotspots after tens of
thousands of complaints in just a few months.
Behind these statistics are children attacked near
schools, elderly citizens unable to walk safely and
residents living in fear of aggressive stray packs.At the

same time, the crisis reflects a deeper failure in how
society and institutions treat animals. A couple of days

Xi has the measure of Trump

(learly, the Chinese see the scales tilting increasingly in their favour

IF the summit between US President Donald Trump and
his Chinese counterpart Xi Jinping in Beijing last week
was expected to bring the world closer to peace in West
Asia, that was a bar set too high already. The two sides

tried in recent years to diversify its export markets away
from the US. There is also, perhaps, not a little pressure
on China as a purported leader of the Global South to
contribute its mite to the resolution of the conflict.

certainly “exchanged views on major international and AdvertisementBut if there is one constant about Chinese

regional issues, such as the Middle East situation, the
Ukraine crisis and the Korean Peninsula”,
but the record shows that they have
diametrically opposite views on what the
outcome of each conflict ought to be.

On the Korean Peninsula, the Chinese are
strenuously opposed to the presence of
American troops in South Korea, but
despite their misgivings about North
Korea’s nuclear programme, are not about
to press Pyongyang too hard on the issue if
it keeps the Americans on tenterhooks.
Plus, the regime is a bulwark against
American troops on China’s borders.

On the Ukraine crisis, China has committed
to a ‘no limits’ partnership with the
Russians. While Beijing perhaps expected
a quick Russian victory, the stalemate also
suits it just fine with Russia on the ropes
and dependent on China’s financial system,
military supplies and diplomatic support,
and trans-Atlantic unity fraying under US
pressure on the Europeans to increase their
defence budgets.The US-Israel attack on
Iran has perhaps affected the Chinese the most over the
short term at least with rising energy prices. China has
the largest strategic oil reserves of any country on the
planet and can be expected to bear the pain longer than
most countries — even so, prolonged economic distress
in the Global South has consequences for China that has

foreign policy, it is that whatever the diplomatic rhetoric,
Beijing has always acted only in its own interest. Its
markets in the Global South are not so large or important
right now as to cause it to veer from a larger interest —
seeing the US dragged into another morass of its own
making and distracted from focusing its full attention on

China.At a recent conference in Berlin that this author
attended, at least one Chinese participant suggested that
the Iran conflict was a good thing for China in the short
term because it had diverted US military resources from
the Indo-Pacific to the Arabian Gulf. With a limited
number of US aircraft carriers in East Asian waters —
there is just one currently according to the US
Navy — the implication was that China
fancied its chances in a Taiwan scenario.
While this might have simply been kite-flying,
the larger logic of the US being too involved in
other theatres to focus on China still holds.

It is no surprise then that the Chinese have done
their bit to bolster Iran’s capabilities. There is
no mention of any Chinese commitment
whatsoever to helping the US end the Iran
conflict, even though the readout from the
White House stated, “Both countries agreed
that Iran can never have a nuclear weapon.”
But China does not necessarily disagree with
this proposition nor the need to keep the Strait
of Hormuz open for the free flow of energy —
itis just that it does not feel the need to actively
work to these ends if the US finds these
objectives more important. Higher prices for
domestic consumers have more political
consequences for Trump than they do for Xi.

Indeed, this Chinese view extends to the larger
economic relationship and outcomes of the

Trump visit. Several economic agreements have been

concluded, but the Chinese official media reportage is

interesting. It quotes Trump as saying to Xi “that the
world’s top companies all wanted to come to China” and
that he “actively encouraged them to expand their
cooperation with China”. The message that the Chinese

ago, a shocking incident emerged from
Chandigarh, where a puppy was reportedly
thrown into a tandoor by an unidentified person.
Such acts expose the disturbing cruelty that
often exists beneath public debate. Equally
troubling is the condition of many dog pounds
and shelters. Reports from Chandigarh have
highlighted deplorable conditions, including
instances of dogs allegedly eating their own
young due to neglect.

The SC has rightly held that humane treatment of
animals cannot mean ignoring human safety,
but neither can public safety become a
justification for neglecting animal welfare. The
SC’s emphasis on lawful relocation must now
be matched by investments in shelters,
sterilisation centres, vaccination drives and
veterinary facilities. The challenge is to build a

humane, accountable and effective stray management

system that protects both citizens and canines.

will take from this is that the Americans need the
Chinese market more than the other way round, even if
for Chinese manufacturers, too, it is the American
market that matters more than anything in the Global
South.As the Chinese see it though, “In the blink of an
eye, US-China relations have evolved into what the
United States views as a relationship between nearly
equal nations.” But in language redolent of hierarchy
and imperialism, the Chinese Foreign Ministry also
stated that “President Trump asked each of the
[American] business leaders who were travelling with
him to present themselves to President Xi.” Clearly, the
Chinese see the scales tilting increasingly in their
favour.

It is this confidence that allowed China to push the US

more strongly than it has ever done on the issue of
Taiwan. Calling it “the most important issue in China-
US relations”, Xi threatened ‘“clashes and even
conflicts” if the issue was not “handled properly”. But
there is only one way that this can be done, which is for
the Americans to unequivocally support the Chinese
position on Taiwan.Despite China’s multitud of internal
problems, including the hit its manufacturing sector has
taken from the US-Iran conflict and rising fuel prices,
the language coming out of Beijing suggested a greater
degree of confidence that it ever did before.

While Trump was a wild card in his first term that the

Chinese took time to figure out how to deal with, they
did figure him out as they ignored much of the deals cut
with him during that time.

This time round, with Trump clearly under external and

domestic pressure from the continuing conflict with
Iran, Xi appeared to have the measure of his guest and
was willing also to engage in more direct language
alongside the diplomatic pomp and ceremony.
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The ‘burden’ of proof: As chargesheets surge in
volume and data, accused seek access to computers

From accused in the now-concluded Malegaon 2008 blast case to those booked in the Elgaar Parishad case of 2017-18,
several accused have been given permission to use computers, with curbs.

Mumbai. (Agency)

In 2006, some of the accused in the Mumbai
serial train blasts case had to approach the
court for permission to keep their over
10,000-page chargesheet in their
barracks; the overcrowded Arthur Road
Jail barrack barely had space for its
prisoners. Twenty years later, the jail still
remains crowded, chargesheets have only
got longer, and the struggle for space has
gone digital. Undertrials across jails are
seeking access to computers or laptops to
read the electronic evidence against them.
From accused in the now-concluded
Malegaon 2008 blast case to those booked
in the Elgaar Parishad case of 2017-18,
several accused have been given
permission to use computers, with curbs.

B short news I

UP woman found murdered in
Surat flat

Ahmedabad. (Agency)

In what police suspected to be a case of
murder, a 20-year-old woman from Uttar
Pradesh’s Ambedkar Nagar was found
dead at her rented accommodation in
Palsana near here, police said, adding a
team had left for the UP district to look for
the man who lived with herMehviz
Khatun Afzal Ali died due to strangulation,
police said, citing the postmortem report.

Her body was found by police in the house
located in Mahaveer Apartments in
Palsana’s Bagumura on Sunday afternoon.
Mehviz hailed from Ambedkar Nagar’s
Shivpal village.

Citing neighbors, the police said Mehviz and
Shiv Singh Ranjeet Singh (25) had been
living together for three months. Shiv
Singh, also from UP, worked at a textile
factory at Parab village in Kamrej taluka.

Palasana S-1 N N Gamit registered an
offence of murder at the Palsana police
station.

Palsana police inspector Bhagwanbhai
Zilariya said, “The two stayed togetherina
flat in Palsana. Shiv Singh is the primary
suspect, and his wherecabouts are
unknown. We have sent a team to
Ambedkar Nagar to catch him.”

“Mehviz and Shiv Singh first eloped three
years ago. Then her father lodged a
complaint with Ambedkarnagar police
against Shiv Singh, who was later arrested
under charges of POCSO and rape, and
was later released. Shiv Singh contacted
Mehviz again after she turned legal age,
and the two eloped again a year ago.”

Severe heatwave grips Andhra
as mercury touches 48.1
degree celsius

VIJAYAWADA.(Agency)

The Andhra Pradesh State Disaster
Management Authority (APSDMA) has
issued a fresh advisory warning of
record-breaking heatwave conditions
across the State, urging citizens to remain
vigilant.

APSDMA MD Prakhar Jain said the
heatwave is expected to continue until
Monday, with maximum caution advised
between 11 am and 4 pm. On Thursday,
Piduguralla in Palnadu district recorded
48.1°C, the highest so far this season.
Officials reported that 18 districts
crossed 45°C, while 200 mandals across
20 districts registered above 44°C.

The impact was noted in Palnadu (26
mandals), Prakasam (23), Krishna (22),
Eluru (21), Bapatla (20), NTR (15),
Guntur (14), and Markapuram (11).

Forecasts indicate that on Friday (May 22),
15 mandals may face severe heatwave
conditions, while 219 mandals are likely
to experience hot winds.

Similar conditions are expected on
Saturday (May 23), with temperatures
ranging between 45—47°C in coastal and
central districts, 43—45°C in parts of
Kakinada and Nellore, and 40-43°C in
northern and Rayalaseema districts.

The APSDMA has advised elderly persons,
pregnant women, and patients with heart
disease, diabetes or hypertension to avoid
exposure.

Protective measures like hats and
sunglasses are recommended when
stepping outdoors.

While jail authorities oppose such pleas,

citing lack of adequate staff to monitor
usage and apprehensions of misuse, courts
have been receptive on the grounds that
the accused need to access e-data against
them. In the terror scare case involving the
Ambani residence Antilia, for example,
the NIA submitted in court that it had
collected 1,000 terabytes of e-data —
equivalent to roughly 10 billion pages of
text — including about 39,000 clips of
CCTV footage, apart from emails and call
data dumps. One of the accused, the
dismissed cop, Sachin Waze, sought
access to a laptop to go through the same.
In jail since 2021, he told the court that he
was ready to pay for electricity and
Internet charges.

Jail authorities opposed the plea arguing
that if Waze was given access, others too
would make similar demands, which
would be “dangerous”. Granting Waze’s
request, the court said in a May 2024
order: “Admittedly, the data of e-
evidence is huge. To go through it, the
help of a device like a computer or laptop
is necessary.” As regards Internet access,
the court said the prison need not provide
the same. Consequently, Waze was
allowed to use a laptop between 11 am and
4 pm daily, under the supervision of jail
authorities.

Flgaar Parishad accused Surendra Gadling
and Arun Ferreira, who are themselves
lawyers, moved court for the use of
computers in Taloja Jail, citing the

evidence submitted by the NIA against
them on a hard disk. While jail authorities
opposed the pleas saying there was no
provision for this in the prison manual, the
court permitted them to use a computer for

an hour twice a week, along with
necessary software. Similarly, in 2011,
Lieutenant Colonel Prasad Purohit,

‘People are addicted to tea’: Milk price
hike leaves vendors, customers worried

Ahmedabad. (Agency)

The first blow came with the LPG shortage
amid the West Asia crisis and now a milk
price hike. When Amul raised the price of
milk last week followed by other milk

marketing companies, the tea vendors .m

were a worried lot. A cup of ‘cutting
chai® — about 100 millilitres of the |
steaming brew sold on every street |
corner in Ahmedabad city — costs §8
anywhere between Rs 10 to Rs 30. F
While the Gujarat Cooperative Milk
Marketing Federation, which owns |
Amul, raised all milk prices by Rs 2 per
litre, the price of the T special milk, }
meant fortea, saw a Rs 3 hike for a one-
litre pouch.Mohanbhai, who runs a
makeshift tea stall on a sidewalk in
Ramdevnagar, a largely residential area,
for almost 15 years, said he cannot

increase the price of his tea, with the price
hike effected by popular milk brands. This,
he believes, would drive the customers
away. The business has already been slow,

=

he reasoned.“I use about 15 litres of milk

in a month, and that monthly cost has gone
up by 35-40 rupees. I sell a cup for 10
rupees, so I can’tafford it,” he said. “I can’t

a. Kanchi Mechta, a student,

use any alternatives either, whether it’s
watering down the tea or reducing the size
of the glasses; my customers will know if
anything has been changed,” he added.

_ In Nehrunagar, an area lined with shops,
offices and educational institutions, the
Lyer Tea Stall is crowded throughout the
day. It has its own set of loyal customers
as well as a decent footfall of passers-
by.

said, “My
friends and I come here often, and we
see all sorts of people frequenting the
stall. They have increased their prices
recently, not just for the tea but the
muska bun as well.,” The tea is now
costlier by 5 rupees. The owner, Vishwa
Lakshmanan, said it was not only the milk
that caused them to hike their prices but
also the gas (LPG).

NFR Successfully Completes Major Curve
Realignment Work in Simaluguri - Moranhat Section

The Sikh Times
Maligaon, 22nd May,
Northeast Frontier Railway
(NFR) has successfully com-
pleted a major curve realign-
ment work in the Simaluguri -
Moranhat section under
Tinsukia Division in connec-
tion with the permanent
removal of a Permanent Speed
Restriction (PSR). The signifi-
cant infrastructure improve-
ment involved conversion of an
existing 3-degree curve into a
smoother 2-degree curve
through cut and connection of
track along with shifting of
Overhead Equipment (OHE)
masts and wires. The work was
executed successfully with
close coordination among the

~ tional efficiency of the division.
During the execution of the

metres length The project
involved a maximum track slew

machine was also carried out
before passage of the first
train. With successful comple-
tion of this important infra-
structure work, the existing
Permanent Speed Restriction
(PSR) of 95 kmph over a
stretch of 500 metres has been
permanently removed and the
section is now fit for Maximum
Permissible Speed (MPS) of
110 kmph. This development
will significantly enhance train
mobility, improve punctuality
and provide smoother and
more efficient train operations
in the section. Northeast
Frontier Railway remains com-
mitted towards continuous
infrastructure modernization,
strengthening of safety meas-

More than

Engineering, Operating and
Traction Distribution (TRD)
departments during the traffic
block period, reflecting the

block, the existing 3-degree
curve was seamlessly connect-
ed with a newly aligned 2-
degree curve laid on fresh for-
mation of approximately 500

of 7.7 metres and was complet-
ed with utmost precision and
safety. To ensure smooth and
safe train operations, machine
tamping using a Duomatic

ures and enhancement of oper-
ational efficiency for providing
safer, faster and more reliable
rail services across its net-
work.

strong teamwork and opera-

acquitted in the Malegaon 2008 blast
case, was given permission to use a
laptop in jail.In 2008, an orthopaedic
surgeon called Dr L Prakash, who was
serving time in Puzhal Central Jail in
Chennai for alleged cyber porn,
invoked habeas corpus while seeking
access to a laptop in jail for him and all
others who applied for it. Prakash said
that while the prison had about a dozen
devices in its computer lab for training,
he wanted a personal computer. The
Madras HC looked into precedents on
inmate rights and considered if the use of
computers was a fundamental right falling
under Article 19. It held Prakash could not
be given a personal laptop but directed the
jailto allow himaccess to a computer.

Over 1.15 crore Telangana
voters yet to be mapped ahead

of electoral roll revision

HYDERABAD. (Agency)

1.15 crore electors across
Telangana are yet to be mapped ahead of the
Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of
electoral rolls. While rural districts have
shown good progress, urban areas remain a
concern,

Data accessed by showed that 65.95% of the

state’s 3.39 crore electors had been mapped
with the last SIR conducted in 2002. Of the
total electors, around 2.23 crore have been
mapped, while over 1.15 crore remain
unmapped as of May 20.The pre-SIR
mapping exercise involves linking cach
elector with the 2002 electoral rolls using
their own registration or those of close
relatives, including parents and
grandparents.

Officials warned that if the pace remains slow

in urban areas, completing the actual SIR
exercise scheduled between June 25 and
July 24 could become difficult.

Hyderabad district, which has 15 Assembly

constituencies, recorded only 42.84%
mapping. Of the district’s 47.10 lakh
electors, around 20.17 lakh have been
mapped.Medchal-Malkajgiri recorded even
lower progress at 35.85%, while
Rangareddy stood at 51.59%. Among
Assembly constituencies in Hyderabad,
Musheerabad recorded the lowest mapping
percentage at 34.33%, followed by
Nampally (37.59%), Jubilee Hills (38.09%),
Sanathnagar (39.80%) and Secunderabad
(40.12%).In contrast, several rural and
semi-urban districts reported significantly
better performance. Jangaon topped the list
with 91.07% mapping, followed by
Mahbubabad (90.83%), Yadadri-
Bhuvanagiri (86.82%), Sangareddy
(85.86%), Narayanpet (83.91%), Medak
(82.02%) and Mulugu (81.47%).

Officials said voters successfully linked

through the mapping process would not
need to submit documents at this stage.
Those who remain unlinked would later
receive notices seeking proof from a
prescribed list.The Chief Electoral Officer
has said BLOs would conduct house-to-
house verification from June 25 to July 24
by distributing pre-filled Enumeration
Forms and making at least three visits to
eachhouschold.

10,226 documents missing in BMC fake
birth certificate scam, vigilance probe finds

Earlier this month, the Mumbai Police constituted a Special Investigation Team (SIT) to probe the alleged racket. Alongside the police investigation, the BMC

Mumbai.(Agency)

A fresh inquiry by the Brihanmumbai
Municipal Corporation’s (BMC)
vigilance department has found that
supporting documents linked to 10,226
allegedly fake birth certificates issued to
illegal foreign nationals are missing,
deepening concerns over irregularities in
the civic administration.

The development comes weeks after an
internal probe revealed that 87,347 fake
birth certificates had been issued between
2024 and 2026. Civic officials said the
missing records include government-
approved identity documents required for
the issuance of birth certificates.

Earlier this month, the Mumbai Police
constituted a Special Investigation Team
(SIT) to probe the alleged racket.
Alongside the police investigation, the

vigilance department has also begun scrutinising records linked to the certificates.

BMC vigilance department has
also begun scrutinising records
linked to the certificates.

“As part of the scrutiny, we are
tracing the supporting documents
of each of the 87,000 fake birth
certificates that were issued by
BMC to various beneficiaries.
During the process, it has been |
found out that supporting
documents of 10,000 such
certificates couldn’t be found and
for the past three weeks the documents
have remained untraceable,” an official
told The Indian Express on Thursday.

Bharatiya Janata Party MP Kirit Somaiya,
who has repeatedly flagged the issue with
the civic administration, said the BMC
had shared the data with him.

Speaking to , Somaiya said the certificates

issued without supporting documents
were largely traced to the L ward (Kurla),
E ward (Byculla), M East ward (Govandi)
and K North ward (Jogeshwari) offices.
“All these certificates were issued from the
SAP based software system, which the
BMC was using illegally despite the Civil
Registration System (CRS) being in

function. The fact that 10,000
certificates were issued without any
valid document clearly shows that a
section of the administration was hand
in glove with this issue. The
investigation is currently ongoing and
in the days to come the numbers are
only going to increase,” Somaiya said.
According to civic records, of the 87,347
allegedly forged -certificates issued
through the SAP system, 30,507 were
generated in 2024, 49,705 in 2025 and
7,135 in 2026. In contrast, only 33,700
certificates were issued through the
officially approved CRS system during
the same period.A senior civic official,
however, said the BMC had continued
operating both systems simultaneously
because the CRS platform was facing
technical glitches at the time.
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Bandra slums demolition was decades overdue.
But has Railways got the timing wrong?

Western Railway demolished hundreds of houses and shops in Bandra's Garib Nagar after a court-backed clearance drive. A section of people backed the drive as long-

overdue for safety and growing infrastructure needs. Others have criticised the timing as the displaced families will have no roof over their head during the monsoon.

New Delhi.(Agency) by Western Railway in Bandra East has

"I have never liked the sight of slums right  cleared over 400 unauthorised structures,
outside Bandra station. Nobody does. The  including homes and shops, on railway
area was filthy, crime was rampant, and it  land hugging the tracks.The Bombay
was common to see drug addicts on the foot ~ High Court backed the action to reclaim
overbridges despite the presence of the about 5,200-5,300 square metres for
Government Railway Police (GRP). But railway expansion, including new lines,
watching school-going girls in their better connectivity between Bandra
uniforms sitting on the road, barely metres ~ Terminus and suburban stations, and
away from the homes they grew up in, support for projects like improved access

=
-

holding on to just a bag of belongings they  to the Bandra Kurla Complex (BKC).The )

could save, is a heartbreaking sight," said  land, long encroached upon, holds an  denser slum pockets, featured multi-storey
Devesh Kamble, a software engineer who  estimated value of around Rs 600 crores. structures. Many_ ofthem were two or.three
commutes daily from Bandra East to Though the anti-encroachment drive and  storeys high, built directly beside railway
Kalanagar.As he shared this experience cleanup were long overdue, the reality has trackg. Residents and commuters ha\{e lqng
with India Today Digital, bulldozers twosidestoit. described these areas as among the filthiest
reduced homes to rubble in Mumbai's SLUM DWELLERS LEFT WITHOUTA and dingiest in the city, with poor
Garib Nagar slum outside Bandra station's ROOFJUSTAHEAD OF MONSOONS sanitation, waste dumping, safety hazards,
eastern side.The ongoing demolition drive Garib Nagar, one of Mumbai's older and and high crime.For decades, they blocked

& Yet these slums housed thousands who form

"This slum, inhabited nearly two hundred

infrastructure upgrades and posed risks to
train operations.

the backbone of Mumbai's workforce —
daily wagers, service staff, and essential
workers keeping the city running. Many
had lived here for 40 years or more.

years ago, now lies abandoned. Residents,
along with their wives and children, sat in
an open field, carrying household items,
watching their homes collapse," social
activist and journalist Siraj Noorani said in
a post on X.Families pleaded with officials
amid the rubble to not demolish the house,
or at least let them take their household
items out, only for the bulldozers to silence
their pleadings. One viral video showed an
elderly woman distressed over the rubble,

saying she could not even retrieve a
religious scripture from her house.

Officials arrived at the site in Garib Nagar on

Tuesday (May 19) with heavy earthmovers
and bulldozers, police, and RPF personnel,
giving little time for residents to salvage
belongings.

Over 60% of the demolitions happened in a

matter of just 48 hours.With thousands
displaced right ahead of monsoon, the
footage of belongings piled on roads is
going viral now.The timing of Western
Railway carrying out the eviction has
sparked criticism. The southwest monsoon
is expected to hit the Kerala coast around
May 26 — nearly a week early — and reach
Mumbai by early June. With rains just
weeks away, displaced families are left
without any shelter.

Higher rates, low availability: Protest
disrupts commuter mobility in
capital

New Delhi.(Agency)

Auto-rickshaw and commercial vehicle unions across
Delhi-NCR kicked off their three-day strike on
Thursday, citing rising fuel prices, increasing
operational costs, and unsustainable commission
structures imposed by ride-hailing platforms such as
Uber, Ola, and Rapido.The travel across several parts
of the capital was apparently disrupted, leaving office-
goers and college students struggling to secure rides,
particularly during peak hours.Many commuters
reported longer wait times, reduced availability of
autos and cabs booked via app-based aggregators, and
inconsistent fares.“A ride from Chanakyapuri to Satya
Niketan cost me Rs 100 today. Usually, even during
peak hours, I pay around Rs 70,” said Aayushi, a
college student in Delhi University’s South Campus
area. Shivin Bhargava faced a steeper increase. “I paid
Rs 160 for an auto to travel from South Campus to
Saket, whereas the same route usually costs me about
Rs 80,” he said.

For others, the issue wasn’t just the pricing but
availability. “Ever since the protest was announced,
getting an auto has become extremely difficult, even
for very short distances,” said Harsh Malhotra from
Faridabad. “The fares are still high despite the
shortage, and most drivers are refusing shorter routes
altogether.”Saba Taherypour from Gurgaon also
reported facing similar issues with ride availability and
fluctuating prices during the day. Even the Uber and
Ola cabs, which were available with much waiting,
showed extra prices. From ITO to Mayur Vihar, which
generally costs Rs 150-180, the charges on Thursday
wentup to as high as Rs 200-245.

Transport unions argued that the strike has become
necessary due to mounting fuel costs and declining
earnings for drivers working through app-based
services.

DDA gives 19-day relief to

Yumuna Bazaar residents

New Delhi.(Agency)

Two weeks after the Delhi Disaster Management
Authority (DDMA) issued an eviction notice to
residents of 310 dwellings of Delhi’s Yamuna
Bazar, the Delhi Development Authority (DDA)
has also issued another public notice directing all
“unauthorised occupants/encroachers” living
along Yamuna Bazaar to vacate the area within 15
days.They also warned that failure to comply could
lead to demolition and removal action without
further notice.

On Tuesday, the High Court dismissed a plea
challenging the eviction notices issued to the
families in the Yamuna Bazar area. The DDA
notice was issued three days before the HC order,
which is on May 15.

Earlier, the DDMA notice which was issued on May
7 gave 15 days of time to the residents, which will
be over on May 22. However, with the latest notice
from the DDA, the residents have time till May 30.

The notice has been addressed to occupants residing
between Ghat No. 2 and Ghat No. 32 near Yamuna
Bazaar and concerns land identified as part of the
Yamuna floodplain and O-Zone area.

According to the notice, authorities have reported
that certain persons are in unauthorised possession
of government land falling within the Yamuna
floodplain in Revenue Estate Bela. The land has
been described as government land under DDA
jurisdiction.

Meanwhile, on the ground there is not much panic
visible as residents continue to live their lives
normally without any signs of packing bags and
belongings.

Seven days to submit objections

The notice said that occupants seeking to challenge
the action have been given seven days to submit
objections or representations before the office. The
notice also mentioned that the floodplain area is an
ecologically sensitive zone and should remain free
of encroachment in accordance with planning
provisions and directions issued by courts.

Three children flee home in Gujarat after
father takes away mobile phone

New Delhi.(Agency) who belong to a labourer’s family
According to the complaint, the father ~ engaged in Surat’s textile industry,
had travelled to his native village are also suspected of taking around
late last month and had accidentally ~ Rs 15,000 in cash before fleeing.
left his phone at home.
During his absence, the 1
children allegedly spent m
long hours playing games &t
on the device.When he
returned, the children’s
mother expressed
concern that the siblings ©
had become excessively o
dependent on mobile =
gaming. In an attempt to |
curb the habit, the father '
reportedly removed the
SIM card from the phone
three days before the incident and After discovering the children
locked the device inside acupboard. ~ missing, the family immediately
Police said the restriction angered the ~ approached the police and filed a
children, who then allegedly complaint.“The complainant
decided to leave home. The siblings, ~ informed us that the children spent

Fire scare on Air India flight triggers
tull emergency at Delhi airport

New Delhi.(Agency) Despite the scare, the aircraft landed
A Delhi-bound Air India flight from safely, and no injuries were reported.

Bengaluru triggered a full emergency  The authorities said that the Inastatement, Air India said it is aware

response at the capital’s Indira  operations duty manager observed no
Gandhi International
(IGI) Airport on Thursday
night after the pilot
reported a suspected |
smoke-related incident
while landing, sources
said.The incident . <
involved flight AI2802 &
operating from Bengaluru !
to Delhi with 171 —
passengers onboard. e

Sources from Air India

confirmed to India Today

that during the landing

procedure, the pilot announced that _fireafter the flightlanded.

the engine had Caught ﬁre’ prompting The incident OCCurred on mnway 29R
authorities to declare an emergency at around 10.18 pm, which was

Delhi airport as a precautionary temporarily suspended for inspection
measure. following the aircraft’s arrival. The

Why ED is chasing Kolkata cop
as criminal links to TMC's
'golden boy' emerge

most of their time playing mobile After the BJP's election win, the ED has launched an aggressive crackdown

games and engaging in similar
activities. Upset over this, the father
had scolded and counselled them.

on criminal syndicates that the party claims are in cahoots with the TMC. At
the heart of the probe lies a startling nexus between a senior Kolkata cop

and a notorious criminal believed to be close to TMC.
T W

The children appear to
have taken the matter
seriously and left home
with some belongings and
cash,” Police Inspector

New Delhi.(Agency)

On Friday, even before dawn had fully
broken, the Enforcement Directorate (ED)
embarked on, perhaps, its most sweeping
@  SD Rathod said. operations in Bengal in recent years. In fact,
& He added that five police afterthe BIP's election win, central agencies
" teams had been formed to  have launched an aggressive crackdown on
trace the siblings, with criminal syndicates and extortion gangs that
assistance from senior the party claims were in cahoots with the
officers and other police =~ TMC. At the heart of the probe lies a
units.“Based on CCTV  startling nexus - a senior Kolkata Police
footage and preliminary  officer who was previously in charge of the

_ investigation, we suspect  area where Mamata Banerjee resides and
the children may have boarded a  notorious strongman Sona Pappu, often
train to Mumbai. We have received  described as the TMC's 'golden boy'.
some positive leads, and teams are  The ED believes Kolkata DCP Shantanu
actively working at all possible  ginha Biswas and Pappu, alias Biswajit

locations,” Rathod said.

Poddar, were central figures in an alleged
racket involving land grabbing, extortion,
illegal construction, and hawala dealings.
Biswas and Pappu, who was on the run for
over three months, were arrested by the ED
last week, triggering a major stir in Bengal.
It has led to speculation that the probe could
lead to more high-profile names and

pjlot also suggested pulling the explosiverevelations.
aircraft offthe runway. ED CRACKDOWN ONSYNDICATES

of the incident involving flight
AI2802 on May 21, 2026,
adding that the aircraft
landed safely and there was
no harm to passengers or
Crew.

“We are currently gathering

additional information and the

On Friday, ED teams fanned out across nine
locations in Kolkata and Murshidabad
linked to Biswas and Pappu. One ED team
landed at the former DCP's luxurious
ancestral home in Murshidabad's Kandi
town. However, the gates were locked.
Drama ensued as the ED officers broke open

gates and barged in. Stunned locals

are working closely with the watched in silence as the raid unfolded.

relevant authorities. Further The Image was a far cry from when ED
updates will be shared as officers were allegedly attacked by TMC
more details become goons during a raid at the residence of

available,” the airline said. former TMC leader and strongman Sheikh
A full emergency at an airport ~ Shahjahan in Sandeshkhali.On Friday, the

is usually declared when ED

officers spoke to locals outside the

there is a potential threat to aircraft  premises before breaking in. Biswas's sister,
safety, allowing emergency services  Gauri Sinha Biswas, who is the vice-
including fire and rescue teams tobe  chairperson of Kandi Municipality, was not

positioned in advance.

present at the residence.

Bhojshala temple dispute reaches SC as
Muslim side challenges High Court order

New Delhi.(Agency) side has argued that the High Court observed that historical records,
The decades-old dispute over the ruling runs contrary to archaeological archaeological material and literary
Bhojshala-Kamal Maula Mosque evidence and violates the spirit of the evidence supported the Hindu claim

complex in Madhya Pradesh's Dhar has ~ Places of Worship Act, 1991.
now reached the Supreme Court, with  Anticipating a challenge to the
the Muslim side challenging a recent verdict, Hindu parties had
High Court verdict that recognised the already filed a caveat petition §
site as a temple dedicated to Goddess in the Supreme Court seeking §
Vagdevi Saraswati and barred Friday  thatno ex parte order be passed
namaz at the premises.The petition has ~ without hearing them.

been filed by Qazi Moinuddin, the HIGH COURT ORDER >
mosque's caretaker and one of the In its landmark ruling, the High }
intervenors in the case, against the May ~ Court held that the religious £

“.5 VR VA

15 judgment delivered by the Indore character of the disputed =5

bench of the Madhya Pradesh High complex was that of Bhojshala,
Court. a temple associated with
The Intazamiya Committee Kamal Maula ~ Goddess Saraswati and linked
Masjid and the All India Muslim to Parmar ruler Raja Bhoj, who

A o W =S e
S -ﬁf};v e R

over the site. The High Court said the

Personal Law Board were also among  is credited with turning Dhar into a  gyailable materials established the

the parties contesting the matter before  centre of Sanskrit learning.

existence of a temple dedicated to

the ngh Court.Challenging the verdict A diViSiOn bench Of Justice V]_]ay Kumar Goddess Vagdevi Saraswati at Dhar and
before the Supreme Court, the Muslim ~ Shukla and Justice Alok Awasthi  noted continuity of Hindu worship at the

site over time.

The High Court also quashed the
Archaeological Survey of India's 2003
arrangement that allowed Hindus
to perform puja on Tuesdays and
Muslims to offer namaz on
Fridays at the protected
monument. With the order being
struck down, the weekly Friday
prayers by the Muslim
community at the complex stand
discontinued.

“The historical literature of the
place establishes it as a centre of
Sanskrit learning associated with
Raja Bhoj. It indicates the
existence of a temple dedicated to
Goddess Vagdevi Saraswati at

Dhar. Therefore, the religious character

of the area is held to be Bhojshala with

temple of Goddess Vagdevi Saraswati,"
the court said in its ruling.
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lllish finally beats Chingri again as East
Bengal end 22 years of Bangal pain

NEWS BOX

Drums and tears: Cristiano
Ronaldo celebrates Saudi
league title, X post goes viral

CHENNAL (Agency)

They said he went to the desert to retire. They
said the hunger would fade, buried under the
weight of a 200-million-euro contract and the
twilight of a legendary career. But on a
sweltering Thursday night at Al-Awwal Park,
as the final whistle blew to confirm Al-Nassr
as the Saudi Pro League champions,
Cristiano Ronaldo proved once again that his
obsession with winning defies both time and
critics.At 41 years old, a man who has
conquered Manchester, Madrid, and Turin
stood on a football pitch in Riyadh and wept
like a teenager winning his very first medal.

Cristiano Ronaldo lifts the 2025/26
#RoshnSaudiLeague trophy
pic.twitter.com/gjFKcDJ4vd— Roshn Saudi
League (@SPL_EN)May 21,2026

The stakes could not have been higher on the
final night of the season. Al-Nassr held a
razor-thin advantage, knowing anything less

than a victory could hand the crown to their

relentless arch-rivals, Al-Hilal. The
atmosphere inside the stadium was electric, a
sea of yellow and blue roaring for a domestic
title that had eluded the club since 2019.
Early goals from Sadio Man and Kingsley
Coman put Al-Nassr in control, but a tense
penalty from Damac brought the score to 2-1,
stretching the nerves of everyone in the arena
to a breaking point.Then came the 62nd
minute, the moment the script belonged to
Ronaldo. Standing over a free-kick twenty-
five yards out, he took his trademark deep
breath, his eyes locked onto the top corner.
With a devastating blend of power and dip, he
struck the ball. It bypassed a desperate wall
and a forest of legs, rocketing into the far
corner of the net. The stadium exploded. It
was vintage, peak Ronaldo, delivered
precisely when his team needed a saviour.
Nine minutes from time, he put the final
exclamation point on the season, smashing
home a sharp cut-back from the edge of the
six-yard box to make it 4-1

Shubman Gill is IPL 2026's
best captain: Ex-India star
after GT crush (SK

NEW DELHI. (Agency)

Former India cricketer Mohammed Kaif
believes Shubman Gill has emerged as the
best captain of IPL 2026 after Gujarat Titans
sealed a crushing win over Chennai Super
Kings to strengthen their top-two finish
hopes ahead of the playoffs. Kaif praised
Gill’s leadership style, tactical clarity and
the way he has managed Gujarat’s bowling
attack throughout the season.

Gill once again led from the front with the bat
on Thursday, smashing 64 off 37 balls as
Gujarat Titans piled up a massive 229
against Chennai Super Kings in
Ahmedabad. The GT skipper now has 616
runs from 13 matches this season and
continues to combine captaincy with elite
batting consistency.Gujarat eventually
crushed CSK by 89 runs to bounce back
strongly after their defeat to Kolkata Knight
Riders. Sai Sudharsan’s 84, Gill’s fluent
knock and Jos Buttler’s explosive 57
powered GT to a huge first-innings total
before the bowlers dismantled Chennai for
just 140 in 13.4 overs.The defeat officially
ended CSK’s IPL 2026 campaign as they
finished with 12 points from 14 matches. It
also marked the third straight season where
Chennai failed to qualify for the playoffs.

After the match, Kaif took to X and strongly
backed Gill amid the constant debate around
his leadership credentials in T20 cricket.For
me Shubman Gill is this IPL's best captain.
The sign of a great captain is how he uses his
bowlers. His bowlers have taken 108
wickets in 14 games,” Kaif posted.bowlers
to stick to Test match line and length. Gill
plays correct cricket - has great batting
technique and knows how to use his
bowlers.”Gill’s captaincy has remained
under heavy scrutiny despite Gujarat’s
strong campaign, especially after he was
removed as India’s T20I vice-captain and
overlooked for India’500-run IPL seasons as
captain.

After 22 vears of inherited hearthreak,

corporate chaos, and near-misses,
East Bengal's dramatic ISL title
triumph has revived a sleeping giant.
The moshal burns bright again;

Kolkata's red-and-gold half has finally

reclaimed its soul.

LONDON. (Agency)

When a child is born in a Bengali household,
one of the earliest loyalty tests that he or she
needs to take is not political, not cultural, not
even cinematic. It is football. Whether they
will grow up eating Illish in red-and-gold or
Chingri in green-and-maroon, whether their
heart will belong to East Bengal or Mohun
Bagan.A grandfather still emotionally talks
about PK Banerjee, a father remembers
Bhaichung Bhutia carrying East Bengal on
his shoulders, and now a son debates Cleiton
Silva versus Dimitrios Petratos on Instagram

SPORTS

Reels and X threads.But for the last 22
years, that emotion has often hurt far more
for East Bengal supporters.

The rivalry itself never lost its intensity, but
slowly the balance of success drifted
heavily towards the green-and-maroon
side of the city. Mohun Bagan kept

collecting league titles, ISL finals and §

continental nights while East Bengal fans
were left surviving mostly on memories,
nostalgia and endless reminders of “kobe

abar champion hobe?”That is why on May |
21, 2026, when the final whistle blew at &

Kishore Bharati Krirangan after East

Bengal’s dramatic 2-1 win over Inter Kashi, |

years of pain disappeared in seconds.

Fans flooded onto the pitch almost

immediately. Oscar Bruzon and Youssef
Ezzejjari were lifted onto supporters’
shoulders and tossed into the Kolkata night
as moshals lit up again.Social media
instantly became a flood of red-and-gold
emotion. One East Bengal supporter
uploaded a video looking at the sky saying,
“Baba, amra abar champion holam” —
“Father, we are champions again.” His father
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had passed away years ago without seeing
East Bengal win another national league title
after the 2003-04 National Football League

triumph under Subhash Bhowmick.Another
elderly supporter, probably in his seventies,
stood outside the stadium crying
uncontrollably while saying, “Jibon-e shob
dekhlam, kintu eta aar dekhbo bhabini” — “I
have seen everything in life, but I never
thought I would see this again.”That is what
these 22 years really were. An entire
generation growing older while carrying
football heartbreak almost like inherited

Season ends, enigma endures: CSK deliver
final word on MS Dhoni's IPL future

New Delhi. (Agency)

The great theatre of Indian cricket rolled on at
the Narendra Modi Stadium, but as the dust
settled on Chennai Super Kings' crushing
89-run defeat to Gujarat Titans, the post-
match conversation inevitably pivoted
away from the scorecard. CSK were
officially knocked out of the IPL 2026
playoffs race, and with their campaign
brought to a grinding halt, the single
most enduring question in modern sport
resurfaced: What happens next to MS
Dhoni?For months, the franchise had
operated under a veil of intense secrecy.
Dhoni did not play a single fixture this
season, nor did he travel with the team
for most of their away games, remaining
a looming, legendary shadow over the
transition era. Minutes after a dejected
skipper Ruturaj Gaikwad told reporters
that the world would "know next year," it
was bowling coach Eric Simons who
stepped into the press room to provide the
most candid, insightful update yet on the
enigma of No. 7.When asked point-blank
about whether this was the definitive end of
the road for Dhoni, Simons couldn't help
but chuckle at the predictability of the

inquiry.Are you seriously asking me that
question?" Simons smiled.

"Honestly, he has hit the ball so well. He had a
leg injury which made it very difficult for
him to run. So that's why he couldn't play.
But, in terms of hitting the ball in the nets, he

is hitting it as well as [ have ever seen him hit
it."Simons' words shed crucial light on
Dhoni's mindset: the desire to compete was
fully intact, and he was actively priming
himselfto take the field, but his body simply
refused to cooperate. To make matters
worse, a fresh thumb injury put an end to any
late-season cameos. Dhoni didn't even

travel to Ahmedabad for this final fixture,
having already flown back to Ranchi to
nurse the blow. Even earlier, during CSK's
emotional lap of honour to tribute the fans at
Chepauk, eagle-eyed observers noticed his
thumb heavily taped.
ITWILLBE DHONI'S CALL

Yet, Simons made it clear that while
| physical setbacks currently dictate
terms, the final decision remains
entirely in the hands of the
mastermind himself."But, [ keep
saying this. MS will know and he will
only make the decision about when he |
is ready," Simons explained. "If he
knows it is not right, he won't play.
But, if he feels it's right, he will. He
will make a decision in the best
interest of the team and not for himself
as an individual."That selfless
approach has defined Dhoni's entire career.
Even in a purely dugout-bound, net-bound
avatar, his value to a transitioning Chennai
side remains immeasurable.”It would be
great to have him playing," Simons
admitted. "It has been great having him
around the unit and have the opportunity to
tap into all the knowledge and calmness."

After roasting GT fielding, Shubman Gill leads by
example with stunning CSK display

Kolkata. (Agency)

WEARE OUT OF WORDS!

After being highly critical of Gujarat Titans' Shubman Gill with Catch of the Season
contender"Catching was much better.
Hopefully we continue to do so," said Gill

fielding and even roasting them after their
performance against KKR, Shubman Gill
needed to walk the talk and set an example.
He had to show his players how it was
done on the field, and he did exactly that
during the match against Chennai Super
Kings.There were two pieces of fielding
magic from Gill on the field. The first one
took place in the seventh over, when he
produced a stunning throw to run out
Kartik Sharma, who looked like he was
going to be a menace for the home team in
Ahmedabad.

They can do no wrong tonight

Bullseye from Captain Shubman Gill

Then Gill produced a catch of the season
contender with a diving effort to send the

GT winning by 89 runs.Gill was thrilled to
see his side be more vigilant on the field and
wanted the trend to continue in the playoffs.

SIERRA

atthe post-match presentation.
marauding Shivam Dube back to the GILLSILENCE GESTUREEXPLAINED
pavilion. The match ultimately ended with [t was a night when the cheers were mostly for

CSK than the home side. Following his
catch of Dube, Gill decided to shush a
section of the fans in an emotional moment

for the GT skipper.When asked about the
celebration, Gill said in a game like this, the
emotion was always bound to he
high."When you are playing such a high
. emotion game, that kind of
thing can happen," said Gill.
Gill was one of the heroes with
the bat for GT, scoring 64 off
37 balls as the home side
posted 229 runs in the first
innings. The Gujarat captain
was happy with his
performances so far with the
bat, as he has scored 616 runs
from 13 matches.
4 Soitwasn'tasurprise that he had
='%  an angry reaction when he got
out, something he explained as
looking at what he could have
done different in the end."Very happy with
how am [ am batting. When you get out, you
always think of what you could have done
differently, but overall, I am happy with the
way [ am going," said Gill.

trauma.Kids who last saw East Bengal as
champions in 2004 are now full-grown
adults. Some finished school, college, jobs,
marriages and even became parents before
finally watching East Bengal lift another
major national league title again.Indian
football itself moved through entire eras
during this wait, from the Bhaichung Bhutia-
Mike Okoro days under the chest-thumping
intensity of Subhash Bhowmick to an ISL
generation raised on transfer rumours, meme
pages and yearly derby meltdowns online.

Indian football itself completely changed
during that period. The National Football
League disappeared and the I-League
arrived. Then came the chaos and glamour of
the ISL era.Yet somehow, East Bengal’s pain
survived every single era.

Trevor Morgan’s side gave supporters genuine
hope during those early 2010s years with
magical AFC Cup nights and aggressive
football that made fans dream again. Then
came the near misses in 2010-11 and 2013-
14 before the particularly painful 2014-15
collapse when Mohun Bagan edged them to
the title.

IPL Play of the Day:
Ahmedabad rings with
Suii-raj as the Powerplay
King rules

SR
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New Delhi. (Agency)

For six balls, Ruturaj Gaikwad made Mohammed

Siraj look ordinary. Two towering sixes, a crisp
boundary and 14 runs flowed freely as the CSK
skipper threatened to turn Ahmedabad into his
own stage. But cricket, like theatre, often saves
its loudest moment for the perfect cue, and Siraj
delivered it on the seventh ball.

The stumps were shattered, the crowd erupted

and out came the now-familiar Cristiano
Ronaldo-inspired ‘Suiii’ celebration as Siraj
roared across the Narendra Modi Stadium on
Thursday, May 21. In that instant, the
momentum, the chase and perhaps Chennai
Super Kings’ entire IPL 2026 campaign came
crashing downSiraj’s blistering new-ball spell,
which had already begun with the first-ball
dismissal of the dangerous Sanju Samson, tore
through CSK’s top order and became the
defining act in Gujarat Titans’ crushing 89-run
victory.“On a red-soil pitch, I would always try
to get Sanju driving,” Siraj said after the game,
wearing an exuberant smile on his face.

Removing Urvil Patel for a two-ball duck was the

knockout punch, as CSK saw a disastrous end
to their powerplay (58/4). And suddenly, a
chase 0230 had become a survival mission for
CSK, who never truly recovered from the early
collapse.What made Siraj’s spell even more
remarkable was the nature of the surface and
the conditions earlier in the evening. During
Gujarat Titans’ innings, Chennai’s bowlers had
struggled to create any sort of pressure. Sai
Sudharsan and Shubman Gill had dominated
proceedings with a breathtaking opening stand
of 125 runs from just 74 deliveries, dismantling
the CSK attack with calculated aggression and
elegant stroke play.At no point during the first
innings did the pitch appear difficult for
batting. The ball came on nicely, the boundaries
flowed and Gujarat’s top order dictated terms
from the outset. Yet Siraj somehow extracted
movement, bounce and uncertainty with the
new ball, exposing the difference high-quality
fast bowling can make even on batting-friendly
surfaces

RCB vs SRH preview: Top 2 out of grasp, SRH
hope to dent RCB's confidence in Hyderabad

«RCB vs SRH Preview: Defending
champions RCB and SRH will play
their final league-stage game in the
IPL 2026. RCB are firmly placed at
No.1 and SRH are unlikely to make it
to the top 2 places due to their NRR
deficit. So what's there to play for?

Hyderabad. (Agency)

Royal Challengers Bengaluru and Sunrisers
Hyderabad started IPL 2026 with different
pressures hanging over them, but both now
find themselves exactly where they hoped to
be before a ball was bowled. In the playoffs,
carrying momentum, belief and the feeling
that this could still become their

season.When RCB walked into the
tournament as defending champions,
scrutiny was inevitable. Winning a title
changes everything around a franchise.
Every performance is judged differently,
every flaw dissected more closely. The
challenge was no longer about becoming
champions. It was about proving last season
was not a fleeting high.For SRH, the
pressure came from another direction. Over
the last few years, Hyderabad had built one
of the most explosive squads in the league,
yet they often struggled to sustain rhythm
when it mattered most. There were flashes of
dominance mixed with stretches of
frustration. This season carried the sense that
the team finally needed to turn promise into
authority.On Friday at the Rajiv Gandhi
International Stadium, the two sides meet in
their final league-stage fixture. What once
promised to be a thrilling finish in the race for
the top two has now become largely a
formality, because SRH are highly unlikely

to break into those spots due to the massive
net run rate gap.The situation changed after
Gujarat Titans obliterated Chennai Super
Kings by 89 runs a day earlier at the Narendra
Modi Stadium in Ahmedabad. So, what is left
to play for?

RCB HAVE FIRM GRIPONTOP 2

RCB currently sit at the top of the table with 18
points and the best net run rate in the
competition. Another victory would secure a
first-place finish and hand them two chances
to reach the final, an advantage every team

desperately wants at this stage of the
tournament.The strongest feature of
Bengaluru’s campaign has been the
composure with which they have handled
pressure. There have been very few off
days, no extended slump and hardly any
visible panic during difficult moments.
Rajat Patidar has captained with calm
assurance, creating an environment where
experienced names and younger players
have thrived together.At the centre of it all
has been Virat Kohli. There is something
almost expected now about Kohli producing
another big IPL season, but familiarity
should not take away from the level he
continues to maintain. His 542 runs have
once again given RCB strong foundations,
whether in steep run chases or on slower
surfaces where patience mattered as much as
aggression.Devdutt Padikkal has looked far
more settled this season and has
complemented Kohli beautifully at the top.
Patidar has brought stability.
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Sensex, Nifty open higher as
crude stays near $105;
banks, financials lead gains

New Delhi,.(Agency)

Benchmark stock market indices opened higher on
Friday as investors tracked crude oil prices and
developments in the ongoing US-Iran talks, while
banking and financial stocks led gains in early trade.

The BSE Sensex was up 336.46 points at 75,519.82
around 9:26 am, while the NSE Nifty50 gained
86.30 points to trade at 23,741.00.Markets opened
with positive momentum after global crude oil
prices remained below the $105-per-barrel mark
despite continuing tensions in West Asia.As of
around 9:25 am, Brent crude was trading at $104.25
per barrel, up 1.63%, WTI crude stood at $97.44 per
barrel,up 1.13%

OIL,IRAN TALKS REMAIN IN FOCUS

Investors are closely watching developments in the
US-Iran peace discussions, which continue to
influence global oil prices and market sentiment.

The two sides remained divided on issues related to

Iran’s uranium stockpile and control over the Strait

of Hormuz, although US Secretary of State Marco

Rubio said there had been “some good signs” in the

negotiations.The Iran conflict has remained one of

the biggest triggers for global markets over the past
few months, especially for oil-importing countries
like India.

BANKING SHARES LEAD MARKET GAINS

Most major sectors traded in the green during early

trade.Nifty Financial Services rose 0.76%, while

Nifty Private Bank gained 0.93% and PSU Bank

index climbed 0.47%.IndiGo shares also rose more

than 0.8%, while UltraTech Cement, Asian Paints
and Axis Bank traded higher.However, IT stocks
remained under pressure, with Tech Mahindra,

Infosys and TCS slipping in early trade.

LIC stock in focus: Q4 profit
surges 23%, board
announces Rs 10 dividend

Kolkata .(Agency)

LIC Q4 results which were announced after market
hours on May 21 beat market expectations on most
core performance parameters. LIC announced a23%
surge in its Q4FY26 net profit figure, which jumped
to Rs 23,467 (on a year-on-year basis) against Rs
19,039 crore in Q4FY25. The company’s board of
directors spiced up the robust results with a dividend
of Rs 10 per share for shareholders. It is expected
that LIC shares will see significant movement today,
May 22. LIC’s assets under management (AUM)
increased 5.1% year-on-year to touch Rs 57.3 lakh
crore. The value of new business (VNB) also saw a
significant jump and in the Jan-March quarter, it
surged 41.63% to reach Rs 14,179 crore, which
signalled improved profitability in generating new
business.

Improvement in solvency ratio

LIC’s solvency ratio increased to 2.35% during the Q4
period compared to 2.11% in the same period last
year. It stood at 2.19% in the Q3FY26 period. The
solvency ratio of an insurer reflects its financial
strength. However, the company’s 13-month
persistency ratio declined to 67.77% compared to
68.62% last year and 69.36% in Q3FY26 period.

Preparations for IndAS implementation

LIC said that the company is preparing to implement
Indian Accounting Standards (IndAS) as per
regulatory guidance and is confident of
implementing it within the stipulated time frame.

“Financial Year 2025-26 has been a satisfying year for
us, with strong overall growth across every business
vertical leading to record performance metrics. We
have achieved a Non Par share on APE basis in our
individual business of more than 35% and our VNB
margin is more than 21% for the year. Our strategy of
channel diversification has been successful with our
Banca and Alternate Channels (BAC) having
recorded a growth rate of more than 45% with
premium from BAC exceeding Rs. 5,000 Crores in
FY26,” said R Doraiswamy, CEO and MD of LIC.

Capital Group builds $2
billion bet in Adani Group in
pivot from Reliance

New Delhi.(Agency)

The Capital Group, one of the world’s largest
investment management firms, has been increasing
its exposure to Adani Group companies while
steadily paring holdings in Reliance Industries Ltd.,
marking a shift in foreign investor preference
between India’s biggest conglomerates.

The Los Angeles-based money manager has acquired
stakes worth more than $2 billion across three Adani
Group companies in recent weeks, according to
people familiar with the matter. On May 5, Capital
Group bought nearly a 2 per cent stake in Adani Ports
and Special Economic Zone Ltd. for ?74.86 billion
($776 million) through open-market transactions,
according to BSE block-deal data.

The investor, which oversees more than $3.3 trillion in
assets globally, has also accumulated between 1.5
per cent and 2 per cent stakes in Adani Power Ltd.
and Adani Green Energy Ltd. through market
purchases, the people said, asking not to be
identified because the information is private.

In a market that’s fallen out of favor with some
investors because of its lack of companies tied to the
global artificial intelligence buildout, Adani
companies are increasingly viewed as rare leveraged
plays on India’s infrastructure development, energy
transition and manufacturing push. That shift is also
emblematic of a broader transition toward bets on
the next phase of India’s economic expansion. Adani
Power, Adani Green and Adani Ports shares surged
94 per cent, 35 per cent and 25 per cent, respectively,
in one year A Capital Group spokeswoman said she’s
unable to comment on individual stocks or
shareholdings. A representative for Adani Group
didn’trespond to a request for comment.

BUSINESS
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Rupee at 100 against US dollar? Why
experts say India shouldn't panic

As crude oil prices stay elevated and the
rupee weakens further, a growing number
of experts now argue India's real risk is
not crossing 100 against the dollar, but
rising inflation and slowing growth.

New Delhi,.(Agency)

The rupee has been on a roller-coaster ride
in recent months, sliding sharply against
the US dollar as the global oil shock
deepens and tensions in West Asia
continue to disrupt energy markets.

With crude oil prices remanding above

$100 per barrel amid the ongoing West
Asia conflict, many economists now
believe the rupee touching 100 against
the dollar may no longer be
unthinkable.And interestingly, a growing
number of experts also argue that the real
risk for India may not be the rupee
touching 100 itself, but what happens to
inflation, jobs and economic stability
alongside it.Former IMF Deputy

Managing Director and Harvard
University professor Gita Gopinath
recently captured this shift in thinking
when she argued that policymakers
should focus less on the symbolic
exchange-rate level and more on the
broader economy.“The relevant number
is not the actual value of the exchange
rate,” Gopinath said in a recent
interview.“What matters is jobs,
inflation and output," she said.

That view is increasingly finding support
among economists and market experts as
India navigates a worsening global
energy crisis.

A WEAKER RUPEE IS NOT ALWAYS
BAD

For years, rupee weakness was often
viewed almost entirely as a sign of
economic stress. But economists say
currency depreciation during a major
external shock is not automatically a bad
thing.In fact, a weaker rupee can
sometimes help economies adjust.

When the rupee falls, imports become more
expensive. That naturally reduces

demand for foreign goods, lowers
pressure on India’s foreign exchange
reserves and can improve export
competitiveness by making Indian

expenditure. Expensive dollar can curtail
forex expenditure more than austerity
appeals. That way it is a solution to the
problem,” he added.This logic becomes

products cheaper globally.

especially important during oil
shocks.

India imports the majority of its crude
oil requirements. With tensions
around the Strait of Hormuz
disrupting global energy flows,
elevated oil prices are already
increasing pressure on India’s import
bill and dollar demand.In such
situations, economists argue that
allowing the currency to weaken
gradually can help absorb part of the
shock instead of forcing the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) to aggressively
burn through forex reserves defending
asymbolic exchange-rate level.

“Rupee depreciation is partly a problem
and partly a solution to the problem,” said
Dr. VK Vijayakumar, Chief Investment
Strategist at Geojit Investments Limited.

“Rupee depreciation boosts exports and at
the same reduces foreign exchange

'100 ISJUSTANUMBER'

The growing argument against
aggressively defending the rupee has also
found support from former NITI Aayog
Vice Chairman and Chairman of the 16th
Finance Commission Arvind Panagariya.

Why is Indian rupee slipping nonstop? Here are
three triggers behind the fall and risks ahead

New Delhi.(Agency)

India’s economy continues to grow at a
healthy pace, but the rupee has been
under depreciation for years. The
currency has now moved close to the

currency crosses the psychologically
important 100 mark, economists say it
could create added pressure for
policymakers, especially the
government and the Reserve Bank of

97-per-dollar mark, and it has fallen by
nearly 7.5 percent in the first months
0f2026. This leads to a question about
why a fast-growing economy is
witnessing a weaker
currency.Currency strength usually
moves in line with economic
performance. In simple terms,
stronger growth tends to support a
stronger currency. But in India’s case,
the pattern has not followed that rule in
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recent years. Since 2018, the rupee has
shown a gradual weakening trend
almost every year, even though growth
numbers have held up relatively
strong.Back in 2013, when Narendra
Modi was projected as the prime
ministerial candidate by the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP), the falling rupee
was a major political talking point. At
that time, the exchange rate had crossed
the 60-per-dollar level and it was

India (RBI).Import costs, oil prices and
daily impact

A weaker rupee directly increases India’s
import bill. Since the country depends
on imports for crude oil, cooking gas,
fertilisers and electronics, a fall in the
currency makes these essential goods
more expensive in rupee terms. This
eventually feeds into inflation and
raises costs for households.At the same
time, there is another side to the story.

debated in public forums.If the

Families dependent on remittances
benefit when the rupee weakens
because they receive more rupees for
every dollar sent from abroad. India is
among the largest recipients of
remittances across the world. In the
financial year ending March 2025,
overseas Indians sent more than $135
billion back home.However, this
inflow could face disruption due to
geopolitical tensions, especially
military confrontations in the Middle
East that affect Indian workers in Gulf
countries.Rising concerns over the
currencyThe present weakness of the
rupee is also driven by international
and domestic factors. Oil prices have
risen after attacks on Iran by the United
States and Israel. It increased India’s
trade deficit. Since the country imports
around 90 percent of its crude oil
requirement, higher international prices
directly increase dollar
demand.Foreign investors have also
been pulling money out of Indian
markets. Reports suggest that around
$23 billion have been withdrawn from

Indian equities this year.

Pharma stocks regain health amid geopolitical
tension: Gain up to 31% in a month

New Delhi,.(Agency)

Pharma stocks have scripted rare success
in the stock market in the past one
month despite the dangerous and wide
ramifications of the US-Iran tensions
and global uncertainties arising
thereof. Pharma stocks have
performed remarkably and attracted
investor attention since many stocks
have recorded a strong rally even when
the broader was in turmoil. In the past
one month, the Nifty Pharma index has
risen by about 11% while in the same
period the benchmark Nifty 50 index
has gone down by about 2.98%.

Gland Pharma records the biggest gains

In the rally of the past month, Gland
Pharma has emerged as the top
performer. Its shares have surged more
than 31% in the past month. Laurus
Labs and Biocon also recorded gains of
19.44% and 19.54%. Stocks such as
Ajanta Pharma, Cipla, Mankind
Pharma, Granules India, Sun
Pharmaceutical Industries, and Zydus

Analysts have attributed a few reasons to

Lifesciences have seen gains ranging
from 10% to 15%. Some quarterly
earnings have beaten market
estimates.Q4 results to dollar revenues
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this surge in some pharmaceutical
sector stocks. One, Q4FY26 results
have been better than expected. Two,
the weakening rupee has actually
benefitted some export-oriented
pharma companies, whose dollar
revenues are raising their bottom lines
and revenues. Three, the pharma sector
is considered a defensive defensive

sector, which means that demand for
medicines and healthcare services
remains strong during economic crises
or wartime situations. Therefore, many

investors are flocking to pharm
stocks in a volatile market. Another
point to note is that some Indian
pharma companies are benefiting
from a robust pipeline of specialty
drugs and upcoming biologics
patents in the US markets,
providing long-term growth
visibility in highly regulated
markets.“Pharma is one sector that
has been performing well for quite

some time. Over the past one month,
we have witnessed strong buying
interest in the sector. Most of these
companies have reported reasonably
well quarterly numbers. Export is one
part which is completely benefiting.
Depreciating rupee against the dollar is
an advantageous position for pharma as
well as for industries involved in
export-oriented business.

Parle Industries hits 5%
upper circuit again as
investors chase wrong

Parle stock

New Delhi.(Agency)

Shares of Parle Industries continued their sharp
rally on Friday, hitting the upper circuit for the
third consecutive trading session as the stock
surge triggered by the viral Modi-Meloni
“Melodi” moment refused to fade.

Parle Industries shares climbed 4.90% to Rs 5.78 on
Friday, close to their 52-week high of Rs 17.44
touched in May 2025. The company’s market
capitalisation currently stands at around Rs 28.23
crore.The rally comes despite the fact that Parle
Industries has no connection with Melody toffees,
which became the centre of social media attention
earlier this week. WHAT TRIGGERED THE
'PARLE'RALLY?

The buzz began after Prime Minister Narendra
Modi gifted Melody toffees to Italian Prime
Minister Giorgia Meloni during his Italy visit.

In a widely shared video, Modi handed over a
packet of Melody candies to Meloni in what many
online users described as a playful nod to the viral
“Melodi” nickname used on social media for the
two leaders.The clip quickly went viral, clocking
millions of views and triggering a frenzy
online.Soon after, retail investors appeared to
rush into shares of Parle Industries, likely due to
confusion around the “Parle” brand name.

THE BIG CONFUSION

However, Melody toffees are actually made by
Parle Products, which is an unlisted company and
not traded on the stock market.Parle Industries,
whose shares have been rallying sharply over the
past few sessions, is a completely separate listed
entity and has no known business connection with
Melody chocolates.The incident has once again
highlighted how viral social media trends and
brand-name confusion can sometimes trigger
sharp moves in small-cap and penny stocks.

STOCK EXTENDS GAINS DESPITE CLARITY

Even after the confusion became widely known,
buying interest in the stock continued.

Market observers say low-priced stocks with small
market capitalisations often witness sharp price
swings when retail trading activity spikes.The
stock has now hit upper circuits for three straight
sessions as traders continue to chase
momentum.Interestingly, despite the recent rally,
the stock still remains sharply lower over the
longer term down over 40% in the last three
months,lower by nearly 46% over six months,and
down more than 68% over the past year.

Not Saudi, not US: India's newest major
oil supplier may surprise you

Venezuela became India's third-
largest crude supplier in May,
overtaking Saudi Arabia and the
United States. The shift shows how
lower prices and regional supply
disruptions are reshaping India's

crude sourcing.

New Delhi.(Agency)
Venezuela has emerged as India’s third-
largest crude oil supplier in May,
overtaking traditional heavyweights
Saudi Arabia and the United States, as
Indian refiners increased purchases of
cheaper Venezuelan crude amid ongoing
disruptions in global oil
markets.According to data from energy
cargo tracker Kpler, Venezuela supplied
around 417,000 barrels per day (bpd) of
crude oil to India so far this month,
sharply higher than 283,000 bpd in April.
The South American country had supplied

no crude to India during the previous nine
months. The jump comes at a time when
India is reshuffling its crude oil sourcing
strategy due to the ongoing West Asia
conflict, disruptions around the
Strait of Hormuz and changing
global supply dynamics.Only
Russia and the United Arab
Emirates supplied more crude oil
to India than Venezuela in May.

WHY INDIA IS BUYING MORE
OILFROM VENEZUELA

The main reason behind the surge is
price.

Venezuelan crude is currently
cheaper than many other global oil
grades, making it attractive for
Indian refiners dealing with elevated
crude prices and geopolitical
uncertainty.“Indian buyers have
historically shown strong interest in
Venezuelan barrels due to their attractive
economics and compatibility with
complex refining systems,” Nikhil
Dubey, Lead Analyst-Refining at Kpler,
said, as quoted by The Economic Times
(ET).Indian refiners, especially Reliance

Industries, are among the biggest buyers
because Venezuela’s heavy and high-
sulphur crude suits complex refinery
systems such as Reliance’s Jamnagar

refinery in Gujarat.Most Indian refiners
can process Venezuelan crude only in
limited quantities, but Reliance’s
advanced refining infrastructure makes it
one of the biggest beneficiaries

INDIA’S OIL IMPORTS RISE, BUT
STILLBELOW PRE-WAR LEVELS

India’s overall crude oil imports rose 8%
month-on-month to around 4.9 million
barrels per day in May, according to Kpler
data.However, imports still remain below

the 5.2 million barrels per day recorded in
February, before the Iran war disrupted
energy shipments from West Asia.

The near closure of the Strait of Hormuz had

severely impacted oil shipments from
key Middle East suppliers earlier this
year.

Although some Iraqi crude cargoes
resumed this month, volumes remain
sharply lower.India received only
around 51,000 bpd from Iraq so far in
May, compared to nearly 969,000 bpd
in February.IRAN SUPPLIES
HALTED AGAIN

India had briefly resumed crude imports
from Iran in April after the US eased
sanctions restrictions earlier this year.

That marked the first Iranian oil imports into

India in nearly seven years.

However, those shipments have once again

stopped.No Iranian cargoes have arrived
in India this month following the US naval
blockade around Iranian ports amid the
ongoing conflict.The disruption forced
Indian refiners to look for alternative
sources, benefiting suppliers such as
Venezuela and the UAE.
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T 1 Kusha Kapila Says 'Actors Are Right'

1
To Question Influencers Getting Films
] u S SWI 'Because Of Followers’

A .
A . gl
usha Kapila’s shift from 1nﬂuencmg to

B acting reflects a larger change in the Indian
entertainment industry, where digital
DE{ends Kurun Kundrru, Addresses creators are increasingly crossing over into
mainstream cinema and OTT storytelling. As

certain studios continue prioritising internet-

\ Cheutlng Allegutlons II Do Not Cure... savvy audiences, influencers with built-in fan

bases have become attractive casting choices.

ejasswi Prakash has defended Karan Kundrra. In the recent episode of However, Bollywood actors have often called out

this practice, saying that casting a role based on
Desi Bling, the actress was asked about her beau’s past relationship, fouolf,vers isadisyser%/ice to the Cr‘iﬁ_ Kusha Kapila

presumably with Anusha Dandekar. Karan and Anusha dated for over  reflected on this in a chat with Hindustan Times
three years before parting ways in 2020, following which the former was  and said, “I feel actors are right to feel that if the

: _ . : . hiring is only happening because of followers.
accused of cheating on the VJ-actress.Tejasswi addressed the same on Desi They are right to feel that because they have

Bling and said, “We all have our pasts. Somebody’s past is out there in = sdied for it. They are the ones who should be
public. If he has cheated or not, which again, we don’t know, because he = leading and fronting projects. 100%”

has told me. He thought, ‘I don’t care if the world knows, you need to = However, Kusha says that this argument cannot be

Kk th 1thing”." tedb applied to creators who are working hard to hone
nowtherealthing .= as quoted by . their skills. She said, “If a creator is taking the
What Happened Between Karan And Anusha?Karan and Anusha = time out, putting in the effort, going back to

dated for three years before they announced their breakup in = school, learning, workshopping, things get

2020. They had even co-hosted the reality show MTV Love  different... For that matter, look at somebody like
Bhuvan Bam...”content, and there is proof of

School. ' _ concept. If you are taking out the time, and if one

In September 2021, Anusha held an ‘Ask Me Anything’ session  isreally putting in the work (things are different. ..
p ything

on Instagram when a user asked her: “Please, [ want to know = Take the time. It’s not like you have to prove

the direct yourself in just five. An actor can come from

anywhere," added Kusha. Asked if she is

reason for recognised more as an actor or a social media

y our influencer, Kusha Kapila said, “So, many people

‘break-up if you

definitely recognise me through my projects."
ﬁ' can tell it." To this,

“I started my career with Netflix with Ghost
Stories... | am on a very nicely paced journey. I

4 the actress replied: feel like whenever a bigger opportunity presents
ot “We deserve more ' itself, I want to be ready for it. I don’t want to be
et honesty, love and like I’m less. I want to be like ‘I am ready. I feel

F 9

after Maamla Legal Hai season 2, I would be
ready, and would be like ‘bring it on’," Kusha
shared.She continued, “It is important to pace
f love. So. I chose yourself for a big opportunity rather than getitata
Th t; gt time where you won’t be able to do justice to it. |
grc. Lhat'sit. L . . . am liking the pace of how things are going. I’'m
Later, Karan also shared his side of the story while speaking to ETimes, = loving it. Bahut maza aa raha hai (I have a lot of
“I have remained silent out of respect for the relationship and [ would = fun)."
like to keep it that way. At this point, I am also thinking about two

' ', .
families. I, too, can turn around and say a lot of things, but that’s not ZOl' Se Sorry BOIO . PaparaZZI

me. What she shared was her perspective.” 1
After breakup with Anusha, Karan fell in love with Tejasswi Prakash. Apﬂlﬂglse TO Salman Khaﬂ Aﬂer

Their love story is not a secret. They first met while participating in the Hospltal R()W, Actor Forglves Them
reality show Bigg Boss. During their time on the show, their chemistry ¥ !
quickly became one of the most talked-about aspects of the season.
After the show ended, the couple confirmed that their bond continued
outside the house. They began appearing together at public events,

vacations and social media posts. Over time, their pairing earned a

\\ loyal fanbase, often referred to as “TejRan". Karan and Tejasswi have

now been together for nearly five years. Recently, Karan also

\ proposed to Tejasswi on Desi Bhng
fter Bollywood superstar Salman Khan’s
public display of anger both online and in

real life, the paparazzi tendered an
apology to the superstar at an event in the city
on Wednesday.As the actor walked into the

success party of ‘Raja Shivaji’, he was
swarmed by the paparazzi, who immediately

’_‘ hares ln_Fli ght Glimpse Of Daughter Saraayah apologised for their intrusive behaviour on

Tuesday. The paparazzi were heard saying,

Ah d Of V . W' h S' dh h M lh “sorry" relentlessly as the actor walked in and

ea acatlﬂn lt l art a Otra greeted his friends from the industry.Hearing
the commotion, the actor leaned forward, and
gestured the paparazzi asking what happened.
As he heard their apology, Salman told them it’s
alright in gesture.

Earlier, the actor had called out the paparazzi
after being extremely miffed for creating a
ruckus during his hospital visit and invasion of
privacy. While the actor expressed his angst,
netizens seemed confused by the captions put
up by the superstar.

Salman took to his social media account in the
wee hours of Wednesday morning and
expressed his utter disappointment in the
behaviour of paparazzi. He wrote, “If I see any
press at a hospital enjoying my pain. The press
that I have stood for interacted with, took care to
make sure that they also earn their bread and
butter. But if they wanna make money from my
losses, keep quiet, don’t enjoy. bhai bhai bhai
matrabhumi picture ki maaa ki aankh, pic imp
hai ya life (sic)".

“Aise main sau jala doonga. Bhai k ek bhai k
dukh par agli baar try kar lena mere sath. Buss
try kar lena .... Jab bhi tumhara koi hospital mai
hoga kyamaiaisareactkaroonga?", he added.

In his final post, Salman warned, “Saath saal ka
ho gaya hoon lekin ladna nahiiin bhoola yeh
yaad rakh lena, jail mein dalo ge haaa haaa".

The posts quickly grabbed attention online, with
fans and celebrities flooding the comments
section with support. A certain section of
netizens seemed confused by the captions, and
worried for the actor.

happiness...and it ™
starts with self- #%

iara Advani and Sidharth Malhotra were recently spotted at Mumbai
airport as they headed out for a family vacation. The celebrity couple
aught the attention of fans and paparazzi with their stylish yet relaxed
airport appearance. However, what truly melted hearts was Kiara’s adorable
glimpse of their daughter, Saraayah. Ahead of boarding the flight, Kiara
shared a sweet candid moment from inside the aircraft.Taking to her
nstagram stories, Kiara Advani shared a photo which shows daughter
saraayah’s hand and a toy on flight’s window. The actress has not
-.‘ itten much as the caption. She has only added heart emojis.
Recently, Kiara was trolled
for her remark during a
podcast. Kiara said that
she wouldn’t want her
aughter to feel like she
an only date one person
d has to marry that
ame person. The
ctress said that she
ants Saraayah to
have a full life, and Kiara would support her even if her
daughter didn’t want to get married.
Recently, Kiara Advani said on Raj Shamani’s podcast. “I
would want her to see a very full life. I don’t want her to
feel like she has to only date one person or she has to...
Like, there’s no restriction of if you want to get married,
get married and if you don’t want to get married, don’t
get married..." Kiara said that everyone she dated, she
thought she was going to marry them.
She said, “Life doesn’t turn out like that. Thank god it
didn’t turn out like that because I’m very happy with who
god chose as my eventual life partner (Sidharth Malhotra).
e But all those relations that you have in your life growing up,
~ N they all teach you something.
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You probably know what Petra looks like
from famous photographs. Most of the
tourists also know that it is one of the
New7Wonders of the World, but they
usually don't know the full details of what
visiting involves and hence, it's always
good to read up on these things ahead of
time so that you can really enjoy the site
rather than worry about things you were
unprepared for. Petra is a true 'once in a
lifetime' place to visit, so read up to learn
what you need to know ahead of time!

Getting there

It takes two and half hours
to get to Petra
fro
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By the end of the Middle Ages, St Andrews
boasted of Scotland's first university and
was the country's undisputed ecclesiastical
and intellectual capital. The medieval street
plan remains virtually intact. The oldest
surviving buildings are sandstone. The
"Auld Grey Toon" is one of cloister garths,
courtyards, "yetts" (gates of latticed
wrought iron bars), "wynds ( narrow lanes),
"pends" (streets leading to courtyards),
Renaissance arcades, masonic porches,
villas, staired turrets, balustrade parapets,
slate or clay pantile, Flemish crow-stepped
or corbie roofs, moulded windows,
porticos, old archdeacon's mansions and
walled gardens.

St Salvator’s Chapel

Locals and students are all familiar with
Agnes, Annie, Elizabeth, Margaret,
Katherine and George. These are the church
bells of the university chapel on North
Street. The six bells are contained in the
tower and are hung for full circle ringing.
The oldest is Elizabeth, recast in 1940.
Agnes is named after the sister of one of the
university's chairs of Greek, George after a
student, Margaret after a Scottish medieval
queen and Annie after the university's first
female student, Agnes Forbes Blackadder
(MA, 1895).

A rare example of Late Gothic architecture,
the chapel was founded in 1450. The
adjacent 1933 halls of residence were once
described as "a rambling Gothic
dormitory". The oldest hall is St Regulus
(1868). The modern halls are in the
"brutalist" style of architecture.

St Salvator’s College

Established in 1450 by Bishop Kennedy,
this is now a university residential hall. The
tower, to which the present spire was added
in 1550, contains the original
bells—Katharine and Kate Kennedy. The
butts date from the 1860s. The entrance
archway originally formed part of the old
cloister court. In the vestry isa 1461 college
mace. In 1747, St Salvator's College
became the seat of the United College.

St Salvator's Quad contains lecture and
exam halls, and was for many years the
scene of the annual Raisin Weekend mass
shaving foam fight every October. This
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m Amman Queen Alia International
Airport, without traffic on the main
highway. Keep in mind that it's often better
to take the King's Highway which is a slow,
hilly, winding, scenic highway, even if it
means at leastan hour longer journey! There
are many places to stop for photos and this
area is often called the 'Grand Canyon of
Jordan'.

Where to stay?

There are many guest houses in Petra but the
most famous hotel is Movenpick which is
right outside the entrance gate and is
reasonably priced for a 5 star hotel. There is
also a pool. Do keep in mind that the taxes
on food here are higher, so consider
exploring Petra town for dinner.

Tickets and tours

-t

If you're on a tight time frame; you can visit

Petra in just one day. However, most travellers

whom we met were spending at least two days
there, so if you can squeeze in an extra day for
sightseeing, do so.

When you buy passes, you get

j}sﬁounts for

=g

take you to and from the entrance and the
Treasury. There are some places you can't
visit like the Monastery unless you can ride
comfortably on a donkey
for about 20 minutes. You

can negotiate the
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prices a bit but they are mostly set.
There are places to stop, take
breaks, have tea and buy water en
route. You can even buy souvenirs
here.
Timings
Wake up early! The early bird catches
the worm here, and by that I mean,
great photo opportunities with fewer
people crowding around awesome
shots. You will need about 7 hours to
walk around comfortably and go all the
way to the Monastery and back.

How much walking is it

really?
Well, to see it all, as mentioned, would
take about 7 hours comfortably. You can
do it in 5, which we did, if you walk very
very fast and take a donkey ride up to the
Monastery. You can also come to Petra and
just walk to the Treasury (30 minutes) and
then return to your hotel. There are many
ways to see the sites and it's up to you to
decide what you want to see. The Monastery,
Petra's largest monument, is more impressive
than the Treasury and I think if you've come all
this way you should go ahead and see it.

What to wear?

You do have to cover up here, although many
tourists were not and some even had on denim
shorts. I recommend breezy trousers or
leggings and a thin T-shirt. As long as your
legs and shoulders are covered, you are okay.
Bring a hat, sunscreen and sunglasses. Wear
comfortable walking shoes, but hiking shoes
are not necessary.
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Top attractions in St Andrews

commemorates the tradition of giving
raisins to academic parents or mentors who
look after freshers, first year students or
"beasants" (fledglings). Now, their services
are rewarded usually by alcohol! Outside
the Quad are the letters PH in the cobble
marking the site where the Protestant martyr
Patrick Hamilton was burned at the stake in
1528, and it is considered bad luck to walk
on the letters. Students who walk across
these letters will fail their degree but can
remove the 'curse' by bathing in the sea at
dawnon 1stMay

St Andrews Castle

Once one of the most important strongholds
of the kingdom, the castle was founded
around 1200, reconstructed in the 14th
century and repaired in the 16th century.
The structure forms an irregular pentagon
enclosing a courtyard with towers or
blockhouses which are now long gone,
along with the original square Fore Tower.
What remains is the work of Archbishop
Hamilton, following the siege of 1546-7.
Still standing is the Kitchen tower and Sea
Tower with its bottle dungeon.

St Rules Tower

The place to sightsee, St Rules Tower in St
Andrews Cathedral has the best view in

town. Its name derives from the town's

claim to be the final resting place of the
apostle Andrew and the patron saint of
Scotland, whose bones were brought
under divine guidance from Patras, Greece
by St Regulus (St Rule) to Kilrymont. St
Andrews was also called Kilrule.

The Priory of Canons Regular of the Order
of St Augustine was founded in 1127. The
community were for a while associated
with the Church of St Regulus or St Rule,
of which the 33 m Romanesque tower and
choir (1080) still stands to the east of the
later Cathedral. It is the oldest surviving
building in St Andrews. It was the first
place of worship for arriving St Augustine
canons. The establishment of the present
town began around 1140 by Bishop
Robert. The burgh of St Andrews was first
represented at the great council at Scone
Palace in 1357 and granted a royal charter
by King James VI, who used the area
around the nearby Falkland Palace for
hunting.

St Andrews Cathedral

This Cathedral was founded in 1160 by
Bishop Arnold and consecrated in the
presence of King Bruce in 1318.
Construction started at the east end, where
the detail is Romanesque but later work is
Gothic. The nave consisted of 12 bays, a

crossing with a central tower, north and
south transepts, a choir and shrine. At 109
m (357'") it was by far the longest and largest
cathedral in Scotland.

The vaulted calefactory and refectory
undercroft were restored at the end of the
19th century. Parts of the Great Hall
remain, as well as the re-built gateway of
the New Inns or royal guest house on Pends
Road. The whole area is a half-a-mile in
length with 13 towers and three gateways.
The Cathedral was abandoned during the
Reformation (1559). The lead on the roofs
was used for ammunition in the Wars of
Religion. The central tower collapsed and
the ruins were used as a quarry. Many
buildings around town are made from the
Cathedral stone.

Used as a place of worship since the 8th
century, the cathedral became the
headquarters of the medieval Scottish
church and dominated religion until the
Protestant Reformation in 1560. It was the
seat of Scotland's leading bishops, and from
1472 of the archbishops. In 1559, John
Knox preached a passionate sermon in the
parish church and, as a result, the church
was cleansed. In 1561, it was abandoned
and left to fall into ruin.

The Cathedral graveyard contains the

graves of Scottish diplomat and prelate
Andrew Forman, Scottish Presbyterian and
museum curator James Bell Pettigrew and
famous golfing pioneers, Old Tom Morris
and his son, Young Tom who won the British
Open Championship four times and died at
the age of 24.

There is also the grave of golfer Allan
Robertson to whom Old Tom was an
apprentice. He is considered to be the first
professional golfer club and ball maker.
Robertson was never beaten and was first to
break 80 over the Old Course, the year
before he died in 1859. He exported his
clubs and balls worldwide. An authentic
Robertson "feathery" ball is a collector's
item today. Along with Morris, he also
designed Carnoustie in 1842. His epitaph
reads: "Allan Robertson—who died 1st
Sept. 1859 aged 44 years old. He was greatly
esteemed for his personal worth and for
many years was esteemed as the champion
golfer of Scotland."

The British Open is due to his death. The
members of Prestwick Golf Club on the west
coast of Scotland held the competition in
1860, to decide who would succeed him as
the "Champion Golfer". The Open,
continuing annually ever since except for
the war years, is the longest-running golf
championship, and the oldest of the four
"Majors"—the US Open, US Masters and
US PGA Championship.

Queen Mary’s House

On South Street, which is like all the streets a
processional avenue to the St Andrews
Cathedral, there is the three-storey frontage
of the house and its later extension,
"Priorsgate”". The most striking design
element is the western wing's stair tower and
corner oriel of brownstone. The house was
begun in 1523 by merchant Hew
Scrymgeour and became known as Queen
Mary's House when she stayed there in 1564
on one of her many visits. The building was
renovated in 1927 for use as a library by St
Leonards School.
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