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Noida.(Agency)
Three Nigerian nationals were arrested in 

Noida on Thursday for allegedly posing 
as women on social media, befriending 
people across India and cheating them on 
the pretext of foreign currency conversion 
charges and anti-money laundering 
clearances.Police said 19 mobile phones, 
one laptop and 18 Indian and international 
SIM cards were recovered from their 
possession during the operation.

The accused—Chinedu, James Sunday, and 
Jules Kakao—were wanted in connection 
with a cyber fraud case registered last 
year. The case began with a complaint on 
April 25, 2025, from a man who said he 
connected with a woman on Instagram 
and started communicating with her 
regularly.

During the interaction, the woman told the 
man that she had arrived in India and 
needed Rs 69,900 as registration charges 
at Mumbai Airport to convert her cheque 
into Indian currency. Trusting her, the 

complainant transferred the amount into 
the bank account shared with him.

Police said that when the woman later 
demanded more money, the complainant 
realised that he had been cheated and 
approached the cops.During the 
investigation, cops traced the suspects to 
Noida in Uttar Pradesh on May 14 and 
arrested the trio. They were later produced 
before a court and taken on a one-day 

police remand for questioning.
During preliminary interrogation, police 

found that James allegedly entered 
India illegally through Bangladesh in 
2022, Chinedu came to India on a study 
visa in 2018, and Kakao entered India 
on a study visa in 2017.olice said none 
of the accused was found carrying a 
valid visa or passport at the time of 
arrest. Following this, relevant sections 
of the Passport Act and the Foreigners 
Act were also added to the case.Cops 
said they created fake female profiles 
on social media to target people in 
India. After gaining victims’ trust, they 

extorted money for registration fees, anti-
money laundering charges, and travel 
expenses to meet them.Sandeep Turan, 
police spokesperson, said that the mobile 
phones, SIM cards and laptop recovered 
from the accused are being examined to 
identify other victims, financial 
transactions and possible links to 
additional cyber fraud cases across the 
country.

Rain gone, IMD out with 
heatwave alert for this week

3 foreigners pose as women online, 
cheat many with fake forex charges

Wider lanes at Subhash Chowk in Gurgaon 
to unclog Mumbai eway bottleneck

Gurgaon.(Agency)
 In a move to reduce the mounting burden 

on the Bandhwari landfill, MCG is 
planning to divert the city’s wet waste to a 
proposed biogas plant in Bhangrola 
village under MCM area. The plant is 
expected to be built for Rs 100 crore.The 
project aims to provide a long-term 
solution for the scientific disposal and 
processing of biodegradable waste in 
G u r g a o n .  T h e  c i t y  g e n e r a t e s  
approximately 1,200 metric tonnes of 
garbage daily, with a significant portion 
consisting of wet waste from households, 
markets, hotels, and commercial 
establishments.MCG commissioner 
Pradeep Dahiya said the civic body is 
considering sending segregated wet 
waste directly to the upcoming plant once 
it becomes operational. “We are planning 
to divert wet waste to the biogas plant 
proposed in Manesar. We are also 
exploring the option of sending waste 
generated by bulk waste generators to the 
facility,” Dahiya said.“We got the 
detailed feasibility report of the project. 
We will now send the proposal to the 
urban local bodies department for 
approval before proceeding with a 
concessionaire agreement.  Once 
approved, the plant will be operational in 
two years. The capacity of the plant is 200 
tonnes per day of organic wet waste,” said 
an official.The move comes as the 
Bandhwari landfill, which receives 
mixed waste from both Gurgaon and 
Faridabad, continues to face severe 
pressure from the steady rise in garbage 
generation. The landfill has been a major 
environmental concern for years, with 
residents  and environmental is ts  
repeatedly complaining about foul 
smel ls ,  f i res ,  and groundwater  
contamination in nearby areas.According 
to data, over 17 lakh metric tonnes of 
legacy waste remain unprocessed at the 
Bandhwari site. MCG has engaged two 
private agencies for waste processing and 
biomining operations at the landfill, but 
the pace of disposal has remained a 
challenge.

Officials said that diverting wet waste to a 
dedicated biogas plant could significantly 
reduce the volume of mixed waste 
reaching Bandhwari. The plant is also 
expected to generate biogas and organic 
manure from biodegradable waste, 
p r o m o t i n g  s u s t a i n a b l e  w a s t e  
management practices in the area, 

DEHLI/NCR

Roads under water; trees & poles 
uprooted: Cities on knees again

Noida/Ghaziabad. The showers that started Friday 
and continued on Sunday has led to heavy 
waterlogging in Noida and Ghaziabad.

A park for children in Noida Sector 51 has turned into 
a shallow pool, while parks and green belts in 
sectors 119, 12, 30, 120, etc., also remained out of 
bounds due to flooding.Low-lying areas, like 
Botanical Garden Metro station in Noida and Jagat 
Farm Market in Greater Noida, are under at least 
two feet of water. Meanwhile, residents reported 
flooded roads and basements in Noida sectors 22, 
30, 36, 51, 62, 71, 104, 105, 72, 117, 122, 99, 
etc.The picture is similar in Ghaziabad, with Abhay 
Khand, Loni, and Muradnagar facing waterlogging.

Late on Sunday, following reports of 12 people stuck 
in Tronica City due to heavy waterlogging, a team 
of Ghaziabad NDRF carried out a rescue operation. 
Considering a warning of heavy rain ahead, NDRF 
teams are on high alert for emergency response in 
Noida and Ghaziabad.Residents blamed the 
authorities for not taking adequate measures to 
check flooding.“The Noida Authority failed to 
prepare for the monsoon in advance. All its claims 
have fallen flat. In Sector 51, people are wading 
through one-and-a-half feet to two feet of water. 
The Sunday showers also left houses and basements 
flooded.

News box

Driver sneaks away with 
Mercedes in Gurgaon and 
crashes it

GURGAON.(Agency)
An FIR was registered on Friday against the driver of a 

business executive for taking a Mercedes-Benz car for a 
drive without permission, crashing it while speeding 
and then trying to get it repaired quietly before the 
owners learnt of the damage, police said.

According to the complaint filed at Sector 53 police 
station, the driver, Anuj, was employed by Amit Kapoor, 
a resident of The Verandas Society in Sector 54. Police 
said the Mercedes-Benz E220D, bearing registration 
number HR06AQ3064 and vehicle belonging to Park 
Non Woven Private Limited, had been provided to 
Kapoor for his personal use.Puneet Pipli, an authorised 
representative of the company, filed the complaint. He 
told police that on May 14, around 6.30pm, Anuj had 
allegedly taken the Mercedes-Benz from the parking 
area of Kapoor’s society. He drove the vehicle at high 
speed late at night and crashed it, damaging the left side 
of the bonnet. He did not inform anyone about the 
accident and purportedly took the car to a mechanic 
named Sagar on May 15.Police said Sagar knew Kapoor 
and informed him about the damaged vehicle. Kapoor 
informed the company and dialled 112 to report the 
incident.After receiving Pipli’s formal complaint, a 
team from Sector 53 police station verified the 
allegations and filed an FIR under sections 316(2) 
(criminal breach of trust by an employee or person 
entrusted with property) and 324(4) (mischief causing 
damage to property) of Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita.

After receiving Pipli’s formal complaint, a team from 
Sector 53 police station verified the allegations and filed 
an FIR under sections 316(2) (criminal breach of trust 
by an employee or person entrusted with property) and 
324(4) (mischief causing damage to property) of 
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita.

Gurgaon.(Agency)
 The city is headed towards an intense spell 

of summer heat, with temperatures 
gradually climbing and the India 
Meteorological Department (IMD) 
issuing a yellow alert for May 19 and 20 
for the city amid the possibility of 
heatwave conditions returning to the 
state.

Dry and clear skies pushed up daytime 
temperatures in Gurgaon on Saturday. 
The maximum temperature was 
recorded at 39.9°C at Gurgaon KVK, up 
from 39°C a day earlier. Gurgaon AWS 
recorded 39.4°C against Friday’s 
38.7°C, and NorthCap University 
recorded 40.6°C, up from 40.1°C the 
previous day.

The minimum temperature, however, 
showed a marginal dip across stations. 
Gurgaon KVK recorded 24.3°C, down 
from 24.8°C on Friday. At NorthCap 

University, the minimum temperature 
settled at 24.6°C, while Gurgaon AWS 
recorded 21°C compared to 23.5°C a day 

earlier.In Haryana, Sirsa was the hottest 
place in the state on Saturday, recording a 
maximum temperature of 42°C.

According to the IMD, upper air cyclonic 
circulations lie over Rajasthan and Uttar 
Pradesh, along with a western disturbance 

positioned over Jammu and adjoining 
north Pakistan. However, these systems 
are not expected to trigger any significant 
rainfall activity over the state.

According to IMD forecasts, weather 
conditions in Gurgaon and the rest of 
Haryana are likely to remain dry over the 
coming days, with the maximum 
temperature expected to rise further by 
4°C to 5°C during the next four days. 
Heatwave conditions are likely to prevail 
at isolated places from May 18 onward, 
particularly over the south and south-
western Haryana districts, including 
Gurgaon.The IMD has advised residents 
to limit outdoor exposure during 

afternoon hours, stay hydrated and take 
precautions against heat-related illnesses. 
The yellow alert indicates the possibility 
of heat stress, especially for vulnerable 
groups such as children, elderly residents 
and outdoor workers.

GURGAON.(Agency)
  To ease persistent traffic congestion near 

Subhash Chowk at the entry point of the 
Delhi-Mumbai Expressway, authorities 
are planning key infrastructure changes. 
The distance between the entry and exit 
points will be increased to reduce 
bottlenecks, and the service road along 
the carriageway will be widened from 
two lanes to three. Officials said nearly 
20,000 vehicles use this stretch daily, 
making the upgrades essential for 
smoother flow.Sohna Road — one of 
Cyber City’s major arterial and busiest 
stretches — faces frequent bottlenecks. 
National Highways Authority of India 
(NHAI) and Gurgaon Metropolitan 
Development Authority (GMDA) have 
prepared a plan to decongest the 
corridor, aiming to reduce travel time for 
commuters and cut down pollution.

Currently, the service lanes on both sides 
of the underpass are narrow, causing 

traffic to halt due to illegal 
parking and abrupt turns by 
vehicles. Footpaths and an 
improved drainage system to 
prevent waterlogging are also 
part of the revamp.

Commuters, particularly during 
peak hours, often get stuck 
near Subhash Chowk. “It 
takes more than 15-20 
minutes to cross the small 
stretch onto Sohna Road,” 
Vikash Malhotra, a resident of 
Sector 48, said.

A blueprint has been prepared to 
redesign the entry-exit points 
at the Subhash Chowk 
underpass to eliminate congestion. This 
is expected to bring major relief to 
thousands of motorists who use the 
corridor and residents of the housing 
societies along Sohna Road.

Commuters say the situation turns worse 

during peak hours near the underpass. 
“Motorists get stuck in traffic jams daily 
between 8.30am and 11.30am and 
5:30pm and 8:30pm. People travelling 
from Delhi to Jaipur and from old 
Gurgaon towards Sohna or Badshahpur 
get caught in jams stretching several 

kilometres every day,” said 
Pradeep Yadav, a resident of 
Sector 49.

Due to the congestion, every vehicle 
spends an additional 20 to 35 
minutes on the stretch, leading to 
the wastage of thousands of litres 
of fuel daily and contributing 
significantly to the city’s pollution 
levels. To address these issues 
permanently, NHAI will launch a 
detailed technical survey in the 
coming days.The biggest cause of 
the jam at Subhash Chowk, 
officials said, is vehicles getting 
entangled immediately after the 
underpass. “The distance between 

entry and exit points will be increased to 
eliminate the jam at Subhash Chowk 
underpass. In addition, the service road 
will also be widened. A plan has been 
prepared for this,” NHAI’s project 
officer Yogesh Tilak said.

MCG to send waste to 
Manesar plant to cut 

Bandhwari load

80-year-old kills sleeping wife with axe, 
then walks to cops in Ghaziabad

Faridabad.(Agency)
 An uprooted electricity pole turned into a fatal obstacle 

for two youths in Phase 2, after the motorcycle they 
were on crashed into it on Friday night, leaving one of 
them dead and the other critically injured.

The accident occurred near Panchsheel Balak Inter 
College where strong winds and heavy rain had caused 
the pole to fall over and block the adjacent road.

According to police, they were alerted about the accident 
around 3am. When a team reached the spot, they found 
the youths critically injured. Both were immediately 
shifted to a private hospital in Sector 137 for treatment.

However, one of them, Vishal Kumar, 22, succumbed to 
his injuries during treatment. Doctors said the second 
injured individual, Anurag Thakur, a resident of 
Jeetram Colony in Sector 81, is still undergoing 
treatment and his condition is being monitored.

Kumar, a native of Khatola village in Uttar Pradesh’s 
Bareilly, was employed with an oral health company in 
Advant Tower in Sector 141. He lived in a rented 
accommodation in Bhangel. Preliminary investigation 
suggests both were returning home after work when the 
incident took place.

Officials from the Phase-2 police station said the exact 
circumstances of the accident are being investigated 
and CCTV footage from nearby areas is being 
examined to reconstruct the sequence of events.The 
death of the young professional triggered grief among 
his family members, who rushed to the hospital after 
receiving information about the incident. Police have 
sent the body for post-mortem examination after 
completing legal formalities.The incident has once 
again raised concerns over the condition and 
maintenance of electricity poles in Noida and Greater 
Noida. Local residents claimed that several trees and 
electricity poles were uprooted during the storm, posing 
a major threat to commuters especially at night.

Similar incidents have been reported in the region earlier 
as well. In May 2025, several vehicles were damaged 
after a pole collapsed on the Noida-Greater Noida 
Expressway during a storm. Residents also flagged 
concerns over leaning poles near the Sector 101 Metro 
station in June last year.Experts believe poor 
maintenance, ageing infrastructure and weak 
foundations are major reasons behind such incidents. 
Former electricity department officials said many 
cement and iron poles installed years ago have become 
structurally weak due to lack of timely inspection and 
replacement.Construction activity, road widening 
projects and excavation work near poles often weaken 
their foundations, while excessive load on wires and 
illegal electricity connections further increase pressure 
on the structures, one official added.Authorities and 
safety experts have stressed the need for regular surveys 
and inspections before the monsoon and storm season. 
They suggested that tilted, rusted or damaged poles 
should be replaced immediately and warning signs or 
barricades should be installed near vulnerable 
locations.

Cracker sparks burn down 3 shops, 6 bikes

NOIDA.(Agency)
An 80-year-old man allegedly hacked 

his 72-year-old wife to death with an 
axe as she slept outside their 
daughter’s house in Rawli Kala 
village in Muradnagar, then walked 
into a nearby police outpost to 
confess on Saturday.Police said the 
accused, Harpal, a resident of Morta 
village, arrived at Rawli police 
outpost around 4 am and told officers 
that he had killed his wife with an 
axe. Police teams accompanied him 
to the house, where they found the 
body of his wife, Urmila, lying on a 
blood-soaked cot. She had suffered 
multiple deep axe wounds to the 
head, neck and shoulder. The woman 
was rushed to a community health 
centre, where doctors declared her 
dead on arrival.The elderly couple 
had been living with their daughter, 
Kanchan. At the time of the incident, 
Kanchan and her husband were away 
in Meerut for a relatives wedding. 
Two of Kanchan’s sons, Ajay and 
Kunal, were asleep in another room, 

but said they heard nothing during the 
night.Returning home to news of her 
mother’s death, Kanchan said the 
couple had fought throughout their 
lives. “Lately, they had also stopped 
interacting with us. But we did not 
think the matter was this serious,” she 
said. Kanchan, one of the couple’s 
three children, said she lost her elder 
brother a few years ago.Her sons told 
police that Harpal had been suffering 
from mental health issues and that 

arguments between him and Urmila 
were frequent. They cited an incident 
earlier that week in which Harpal had 
slapped Urmila after she made a 
remark that angered him. He had also 
been verbally abusive towards his 
grandsons, they said.Senior police 
officials said Harpal has been 
arrested and is being questioned. The 
axe was recovered from the scene. 
Preliminary investigation suggests 
prolonged domestic disputes may 

have contributed to the killing. The 
body has been sent for autopsy.

Delivery agent killed in hit 
and run

Noida.(Agency)
Excise department will add 25 new liquor 

shops in the new financial year, with an 
e-lottery scheduled for April 9. The 
move is expected to generate around Rs 
30 crore in additional revenue.

District excise officer Subodh Kumar 
said there will be 23 new country liquor 
shops and two composite liquor shops. 
“With the addition of these shops, the 
total number of liquor vends in the 
district will increase from 501 to 526,” 
he said.At present, Gautam Budh Nagar 
has 501 retail liquor shops, comprising 
234 country liquor shops, 239 
composite liquor shops, one bhaang 
shop and 27 model shops.

Officials added that five shops from the 
previous financial year — four model 
shops and one country liquor shop — 
whose licences could not be renewed 
will also be included in the fresh 

allotment process. “A total of 30 shops 
will be allotted through the e-lottery, 
including the new shops and those 
pending from last year,” an excise 
official said.The department has 
already opened applications for e-
lottery, with varying fee structures 
depending on the type of shop. The 
application fee for country liquor shops 
ranges between Rs 40,000 and Rs 
65,000 and for the composite shops, it is 
between Rs 55,000 and Rs 90,000. For 
model shops, applicants will have to 
pay between Rs 60,000 and Rs 1 lakh.

“The application fees are separate from 
the licence fees. Once a liquor shop is 
allotted through the e-lottery system, 
the chosen applicant is required to pay a 
licence fee,” Kumar said. “The licence 
cost varies depending on the location of 
the shop and its projected revenue 
potential.

Co staffer, aide held for 

abducting colleague, forcing 

him to transfer Rs2.5L

Ghaziabad.(Agency)
 A 50-year-old woman was brutally assaulted inside her 

house in Sohna after confronting an intruder who had 
allegedly entered the premises in her absence and 
demanded jewellery at knifepoint-like threat, police 
said.The victim, Usha Rani, a resident of Band Colony 
who works as a cook in a private society, had gone to the 
local court on May 14 to meet her lawyer and returned 
home around 12.30pm. After unlocking the main gate 
and entering the house, she found a young man already 
inside.According to police, when she questioned him 
about his presence, the intruder threatened to kill her 
unless she handed over all the jewellery kept in the 
house. When she resisted, he allegedly struck her on the 
head multiple times with an iron spiked disc-like object, 
leaving her bleeding profusely.As the woman screamed 
for help, the accused fled with her Samsung mobile 
phone, silver anklets and some cash.Neighbours rushed 
to the spot after hearing her cries and took her to the govt 
hospital in Sohna. She was later referred to Nalhar 
Medical College in Nuh and subsequently shifted to 
Safdarjung Hospital in Delhi for further treatment. After 
receiving treatment, she returned home on Thursday.

Police said a team from the Phawara Chowk police post 
reached the house after receiving information about the 
assault and found bloodstains inside the residence. 
Fingerprint experts, a dog squad and the scene-of-crime 
team later inspected the spot and collected forensic and 
electronic evidence.

Man assured ‘

Woman attacked, looted 
inside home by intruder

Noida to add 25 liquor shops, e-lottery on April 9

Ghaziabad.(Agency)
 A 25-year-old delivery agent who worked for an online 

grocery app was killed in a hit and run while on his way 
to make a delivery in Indirapuram during the early hours 
of Tuesday.According to police, Rohit alias Pankaj 
Baisla, a resident of Artt.

Biker on way home hits pole 
uprooted in storm, dies
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New Delhi: A 30-year-
old married woman
returning home from
work in northwest Delhi’s
Mangolpuri area was
allegedly dragged inside a
private sleeper bus and
gang-raped by the driver
and conductor, police said
on Thursday. The two men
have been arrested. The
assault, which recalled the
2012 Nirbhaya gangrape-
murder that shook the
country, took place on
May 11. The arrests took
place the following day.
Recapping the events of
the night, police sources
said the woman was
returning home after
working at a factory in
Mangolpuri area. When
she reached near the B-
Block bus stand in
Saraswati Vihar, she saw a
man standing near the bus
door and asked him the
time. He then allegedly

dragged her inside the
bus and drove the vehicle
towards Nangloi and
raped her. According to
the statement of the
woman, who is married
and has three children,
both the men raped her in
turn. The bus was sta-
tioned near the Nangloi
Metro Station while the
woman was attacked, a
police officer told PTI.
“We received information
at Rani Bagh Police
Station regarding the
alleged rape of a woman.
Her statement was record-

ed immediately and an FIR
was registered without
delay,” Deputy

Commissioner of Police

(Outer) Vikram Singh said
in a video statement.
Based on the woman’s

statement, an FIR was reg-

istered under sections
64(1) (rape), 70(1) (gang-
rape) and 3(5) (common
intention) of the Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) on
May 12, the DCP said.
Police first received infor-
mation about the incident
in a PCR call by a woman
who alleged that she had
been sexually assaulted by
two persons. Multiple
teams were constituted to
nab the accused. While
one man was arrested
immediately after the FIR
was registered, the other
was nabbed four hours
later. “Both the accused
were produced before a
city court and sent to judi-
cial custody. Our teams
are further investigating
the matter from all possi-
ble angles. Teams are col-
lecting every single CCTV
footage to make a strong
case against the accused,”
a police officer said.

New Delhi:  The police
have arrested six alleged
shooters and operatives
linked to the Rashid Cable
Wala and Hashim Baba
gang and seized a cache of
illegal firearms and ammu-
nition, officials said on
Monday. The arrests were
made under “Operation
Gang Bust 2.0”, an ongoing
crackdown on organised
criminal syndicates in the
national capital. Police offi-
cials said the accused were
planning attacks on rival
gang members and were
involved in extortion and
betting rackets across East
and Northeast Delhi. The
six men — Faiz Qureshi, 26,
Maaz, 24, Nawajish, 32,
Affak, 24, Imran alias Teli,
39, and Arshad alias Chota,
25 — are residents of north-
east Delhi, including Kabir
Nagar, Babarpur and

Brahmpuri. All have previ-
ous criminal records involv-
ing murder, attempted mur-
der, extortion and Arms Act
offences, police said. The
Crime Branch recovered 10
illegal firearms and 81 live
cartridges, including nine
pistols of .30 and .32 bore
and a .312 bore rifle, com-
monly known as a “doga”. A
car allegedly used by the
gang was also seized.
Officials said two Italy-made
Beretta pistols were among
the recovered weapons.
Police said the break-
through came after receiv-
ing intelligence on May 6
that gang operatives had
gathered at F-Bar & Lounge
on Pusa Road in Karol
Bagh. Four suspects were
arrested outside the club at

around 4.05 a.m., with four
pistols and 32 cartridges
recovered from their vehi-
cle. Further investigation
led to two more arrests and
additional seizures. Police
alleged the gang collected
extortion money from clubs
and businesses and used
the encrypted Signal app to
communicate with fugitive
gangster Rashid Cable
Wala, believed to be operat-
ing from Dubai after fleeing
India in 2022 using a fake
passport.

New Delhii: Three per-
sons, including an auto-
rickshaw driver and a
minor girl, were killed,
while four others sus-
tained injuries after an
auto-rickshaw met with an

accident near Shiv Mandir
in outer north Delhi’s
Alipur area on Wednesday
morning, the police said.
A nine-year old girl, auto-
driver Raju (52) and one
unidentified person suc-
cumbed to their injuries,
while four members suf-
fered injuries, they added.
The injured were identi-
fied as Mukesh, 48, a fruit
vendor and resident of
Tikri village in Delhi, orig-
inally from Ballia in Uttar
Pradesh; his wife Pinki,
40; their two minor chil-
dren aged six and nine
years; Chotu, 28, a resi-
dent of Champaran in
Bihar. According to cops,

information regarding the
accident was received at
the Alipur police station at
around 7.32 am. Police
teams immediately
rushed to the spot near
Shiv Mandir, where an

auto-rickshaw was found
damaged. Investigation
revealed that seven per-
sons travelling in the auto-
rickshaw were injured in
the incident. The police
said Raju Sharma, the
nine-year-old girl, and the
unidentified passenger
were declared brought
dead at SRHC Hospital.
The remaining four
injured persons were later
referred to the LNJP
Hospital for further treat-
ment. Based on the PCR
call and preliminary find-
ings, the police registered
a case under sections 281,
125(A) and 106(1) of the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita

at Alipur police station and
initiated an investigation.
During investigation,
police found that Mukesh,
along with his wife and
two children, had
returned from his native
village in Ballia and had
hired the auto-rickshaw
from the ISBT to reach
Village Tikri. The auto
driver had also picked up
other passengers on the
way. Police said multiple
teams were deployed to
analyse CCTV footage and
trace the offending vehicle
and its driver. After exam-
ining CCTV footage,
investigators identified the
vehicle involved. The
offending vehicle was sub-
sequently taken into
police custody and its driv-
er, identified as Anil, 23, a
resident of Khojpur village
in Bihar’s Madhubani dis-
trict, was apprehended.
Police said sustained and
detailed interrogation of
the accused driver is
underway.

Man gets 20 years’ RI for raping minor
Gurugram: Nuh district fast-track special POCSO court,

presided over by Additional Sessions Judge Ashu Sanjeev
Tinjan sentenced an accused to 20 years of rigorous impris-
onment for raping a minor in 2023. The court also imposed
a fine of Rs 40,000. Failure to pay the fine will result in addi-
tional punishment. The case dates back to 2023. On April 23,
2023, a case was registered at the Bichhor police station
based on a complaint from the victim’s family. The com-
plainant alleged that the accused, along with his brother,
abducted the minor girl from her home at night. The victim
was later recovered from the courtyard of the accused’s
home. The family alleged that the accused raped her at gun-
point and threatened to kill her if she told anyone about the
incident. He also alleged that when family members reached
the accused’s house to take the victim, they were also beat-
en. The police registered a case under various sections of
the IPC and the POCSO Act and started investigating. The
police arrested the accused and sent him to judicial cus-
tody. The Nuh police collected medical reports, witness
statements, and other crucial evidence and presented
them to the court. “During the trial, the prosecution pre-
sented the evidence con-
vincingly, resulting in the
court convicting the
accused. The court sen-
tenced the accused to 20
years of rigorous imprison-
ment and a fine on Monday.
The court ordered that the
period spent by the convict
in judicial custody be adjust-
ed against the sentence,”
added the spokesperson of
Nuh police.
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The Sikh Times
New Delhii: After lying

dormant for nearly two
decades, the simultaneous
pancreas-kidney (SPK)
transplant programme at
the All India Institute of
Medical Sciences (AIIMS),
New Delhi, has been
revived with a complex
multi-organ surgery that
doctors say highlights
both the possibilities and
limitations of India’s trans-
plant ecosystem.Prof VK
Bansal and Prof Asuri
Krishna on Wednesday
announced the successful
SPK transplant on a 35-
year-old patient suffering
from end-stage renal dis-
ease, severe diabetic com-
plications and advanced
heart dysfunction. The
surgery, performed on
April 14, involved the
transplantation of both kid-
ney and pancreas from a
deceased donor and
required overnight inter-
state coordination, organ
retrieval logistics and mul-
tidisciplinary manage-
ment. The recipient, identi-
fied as Vansh Jagga, had
long-standing Type 1 dia-

betes with multiple compli-
cations, including diabetic
nephropathy requiring
dialysis, diabetic neuropa-
thy, retinopathy and dilat-
ed cardiomyopathy with an
ejection fraction of only 25
per cent, making him a
high-risk surgical candi-
date. The authorities along
with the Haryana Police
created a green corridor
for the smooth transfer of
organ from Rohtak to
AIIMS Delhi While AIIMS
projected the procedure as
a major clinical achieve-
ment, doctors repeatedly
stressed during the media
briefing that the larger bot-
tleneck in India remains
the extremely low rate of
cadaver organ donation
and the limited number of
centres capable of per-
forming pancreas trans-
plantation. “This is not the
first pancreas-kidney trans-
plant at AIIMS,” senior
surgeons Dr Sanjeet Rai
and Dr Sushant clarified
during the briefing, noting
that similar procedures
had been carried out in
2004 and 2008 before the
programme effectively

halted for nearly 18 years.
The revival of such compli-
cated surgical procedure
itself, experts suggested,

was made possible only
through coordination
involving AIIMS depart-
ments, NOTTO, ORBO,
PGIMS Rohtak and expert
assistance from the PGI
Chandigarh. The donor, a
51-year-old brain-dead
patient admitted at PGIMS
Rohtak with giant pituitary
adenoma and acute

intracranial complications,
became the source of both
organs. According to the
surgical team, the pan-

creas and kidney had to be
retrieved overnight and
transported rapidly to
Delhi under carefully coor-
dinated logistics involving
police movement clear-
ances and transplant
authorities. Pancreas
transplantation is funda-
mentally different from
kidney transplantation

because pancreas donation
cannot be done through
living donors and depends
entirely on deceased

donor programmes.
“Pancreas can only come
from a deceased donor.
That is why cadaver dona-
tion is central to this entire
programme,” Dr. Rai said
during the interaction,
while also appealing for
greater public awareness
around organ donation.
India currently has only

five to six centres actively
performing pancreas
transplants, with doctors
estimating that fewer than
150 such procedures have
been conducted nation-
wide so far. Doctors
involved in the procedure
said the surgery itself was
technically demanding
because pancreas trans-
plantation is considered
more delicate than kidney
transplantation due to frag-
ile blood vessels, risk of
thrombosis, infection and
fluctuating blood sugar lev-
els during surgery. The
anaesthesia team said
managing the patient intra-
operatively was particular-
ly challenging because
severe cardiac dysfunction
meant even minor fluid
imbalance could have com-
promised organ perfusion
or led to cardiac failure.
During surgery, the donor
kidney was implanted in
the left iliac fossa while the
pancreas graft with vascu-
lar reconstruction was
implanted on the right
side. Doctors said blood
sugar levels began improv-
ing within hours after

transplantation. According
to the postoperative details
shared by AIIMS, the
patient did not require dial-
ysis after surgery and was
discharged on the 16th
postoperative day with sta-
ble graft function and near-
normal glucose control on
minimal insulin and oral
medication support.
Experts said SPK trans-
plantation is considered
the gold standard treat-
ment for selected Type 1
diabetic patients with kid-
ney failure because it not
only restores renal func-
tion but also substantially
reduces dependence on
insulin and progression of
diabetic complications.
Doctors also pointed to an
emerging trend where
improved diabetes man-
agement and insulin
access are allowing more
Type 1 diabetic patients to
survive longer but also live
long enough to develop
severe kidney complica-
tions requiring advanced
transplant support. The
AIIMS team acknowl-
edged that rebuilding the
programme after years of

inactivity required
renewed surgical prepara-
tion and external technical
collaboration. Surgeons
said younger doctors had
been trained specifically
for the procedure over sev-
eral years, but low donor
availability continues to
restrict case numbers. The
institute indicated that
three more patients are
already on the waiting list
and expressed intent to
continue the programme.
The case also exposed
broader systemic chal-
lenges in India’s transplant
infrastructure, including
uneven donor-manage-
ment expertise across hos-
pitals, limited pancreas
utilisation, dependence on
interstate coordination and
the shortage of highly spe-
cialised transplant teams.
Doctors involved in the
programme maintained
that unless deceased
donor programmes
expand significantly,
advanced pancreas trans-
plantation will remain inac-
cessible to most eligible
patients despite growing
clinical need.

AIIMS revives ‘pancreas-kidney transplant’ programme after 18 years

Woman gang-raped inside private bus in Delhi’s
Nangloi, driver and conductor arrested

3 killed, 4 hurt in accident while
returning home from village

NAME CHANGE
I, hitherto Known as ANSAR S/O
MD AHMAD R/O H-555 J J Colony,
Anandvas, Shakurpur, Pitampura,
North West Delhi, Delhi-110034
have changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as MD ANSAR.

NAME CHANGE
I, MOHIT S/O RAJVEER R/O
H.No-446 Ground Floor, Block-A,
Gurger Chowk, Bhalswa Dairy,
Libas Pur, PO: Libas Pur, DIST:
North West Delhi, Delhi-110042
have changed the name of my
minor daughter KANAK aged 11
years and she shall hereafter be
known as KOMAL.

NAME CHANGE
I, SEKH SAFIKUL RAHAMAN S/O
UDUDAR RAHMAN, R/O A-7/40,
2ND FLOOR, LAL QUARTER,
KRISHNA NAGAR, KRISHNA
NAGAR, DIST: EAST DELHI,
DELHI-110051, have changed the
name of my minor son MOHAM-
MAD SAQIF aged 10 years and he
shall hereafter be known as SEKH
SAQIF RAHAMAN. It is certified
that I have complied with other legal
requirements in this connection.

NAME CHANGE
I, No-15694620W  Rank-HAV
Name- SANDEEP KUMAR SUMAN
residing at VILL-ORKITTA, PO-BAS-
BITTA, TEHSIL-SHAMBHUGANJ,
DIST-BAKA, BIHAR-813207, have
changed my daughter’s name from
SAMARITY KUMARI  to SMRITI
SIKHA for all future purposes vide
Affidavit dated 16/05/2026 before
Notary Public Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, No-15694620W  Rank-HAV
Name- SANDEEP KUMAR
SUMAN residing at VILL-ORKIT-
TA, PO-BASBITTA, TEHSIL-
SHAMBHUGANJ, DIST-BAKA,
BIHAR-813207, have changed my
father’s name from SIKANDER
PRASAD Y to SIKANDAR YADAV
for all future purposes and in my
service records my father’s date of
birth wrongly mentioned as
01/07/1949 instead of his correct
date of birth as 01/01/1950 vide
Affidavit dated 16/05/2026 before
Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, NO-152386211 Rank-NK Name-
SAURBH KUMAR DHANOTIA
residing at VPO-THATHAL,
TEHSIL-AMB, DIST-UNA,
HIMACHAL PRADESH-177211,
have changed my father’s name
from PREM PARKASH to PREM
PRAKASH for all future purposes
vide Affidavit dated 16/05/2026
before Notary Public Delhi

NAME CHANGE
I, RUCHI/RUCHI GARG  W/O
AMIT GARG  resident of WZ-2103
SECOND FLOOR RANI BAGH,
PITAMPURA, DELHI-110034  have
changed my name  to RUCHI
GUPTA for all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, JC-813200W, Rank-NB/SUB
Name- ANIT KUMAR SINGH legal
father of KUMARI DIVYA SINGH,
R/o  VILL-BALEUR, PO-SAHAT-
WAR, TEHSIL-BANSDIH, DIST-
BALLIA, UTTAR PRADESH-277211,
have changed my minor daughter’s
name from KUMARI DIVYA SINGH
to  DIVYA SINGH  for all future pur-
poses vide affidavit dated 16/05/2026
Before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, Abdul Gani S/o Abdul Waheed R/o
3378, Gali Akhare Wali, Kucha
Pandit, Lal Kuan, Delhi-110006 have
changed my name to Abdul Ghani.

NAME CHANGE
I MOHD USMAN S/O BUNDU
KHAN R/O RZ- 2/266 M BLOCK
WEST SAGAR PUR DELHI
110046 have changed my name to
MOHMMAD USMAN Permanently
for all Future purpose

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as Najmeen D/O
Late Rafik Ahamad W/O Mohd
Makhdoom Ilahi R/O Flat No. E-
1004, Aarcity Regency Park, Plot
No.03B, Gaur City-2, Greater
Noida West, Sector-16c, Gautam
Buddha Nagar, Uttar Pradesh -
201318, have changed my name
and shall hereafter be known as
Najmeen Makhdoom.

NAME CHANGE
I PUSHPA DEVI W/O MAN
MOHAN R/O H.NO 39 GALI NO 1
, SHYAM GALI MAUJPUR GARHI
MENDU DELHI - 110053 have
changed my name to PUSHPA
Permanently for all Future purpose

NAME CHANGE
I JASPREET KAUR KOCHHAR
W/O MAZHAR  IQBAL R/O D1A/83
, D BLOCK JANAK PURI NEW
DELHI 110058 have JASPREET
KOCHHAR IQBAL Permanently for
all Future purpose

NAME CHANGE
I JALALUDDIN MALIK S/O SHAH-
BUDDIN R/O H.NO C-232
STREET NO -8 KHAJOOR WALI
MASJID CHAUHAN BANGAR
DELHI -110053 have changed my
name to JALALUDDIN
Permanently for all Future purpose

NAME CHANGE
I MEENA VERMA D/O ASHOK
VERMA R/O H.NO 1732 SECTOR
2 P ROHTAK HARYANA 124001
have changed my name to MEENA
SABHARWAL Permanently for all
Future purpose

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as VIKAS JAIDEV
S/o KISHORI LAL JAIDEV
Permanent R/o H-48, Kunwar Singh
Nagar, Nangloi, Po: Nilohti, Dist:
West Delhi, Delhi - 110041 and
Presently Residing at Flat No - 73,
2nd Floor Jwala Heri B-3 Block
Paschim Vihar West Delhi - 110063,
have changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as BILLU.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as SOGARABEGUM
WIO AZAD ALI, R/O 889, GALI NO 9,
old mustafabad, Sadat Pur
Musalmanan, PO: Dayalpur, DIST:
North East, Delhi-110094, have
changed my name and shall hereafter
be known as SUGRA BEGUM.

NAME CHANGE
I, JAGARNATH MAHTO S/o Ram
Sunder Mahto R/o H.NO.840,
Block-67, Type-1 Qtrs, Mandir
Marg, New Delhi-110001, have
changed my name to JAGAN
NATH MAHTO permanently.

NAME CHANGE
I Surendra Pal Singh S/0 Rajpal
Singh R/0 VP0 Sarurpur Khurd
Meerut U.P.250344  Changed my
Name to Surendra Singh Jat

NAME CHANGE
I, NO-2615361A Rank-HAV Name-
SIVARAJ T residing at 1/200, VILL-
THANAMPATTI KONDEPALLI,
VTC-KRISHNAGIRI, PO-RAMAPU-
RAM, DIST-KRISHNAGIRI, TAMIL
NADU-635115 have changed my
wife’s name from D SASIKALA to
SASIKALA D for all future purposes
vide Affidavit dated 16/05/2026
before Notary Public Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, K MAHALAKSHMI wife of Name-
KANAKARAJ A residing at VILL-
CHOKKALINGA PURAM, PO-
KALUGACHALAPURAM, TEHSIL-
VILATHIKULAM, DIST-
THOOTHUKKUDI, TAMIL NADU-
628902, have changed my name
from K MAHALAKSHMI to MAHA-
LAKSHMI K for all future purposes
vide Affidavit dated 16/05/2026
before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, CHIRNJEET S/O GOURANGO
BISWAS residing at H NO-337/39/20
KUMAHAR PRAJAPTI MOHALLA
TUGHLAKABAD VILLAGE JAIT-
PUR DELHI-110044have changed
my name to CHIRNJEET BISWAS
for all future purposes.  

NAME CHANGE
I,GAURANG S/O SHIDESAR
residing at H NO-337/39/20
KUMAHAR PRAJAPTI MOHALLA
TUGHLAKABAD VILLAGE JAIT-
PUR DELHI-110044have changed
my name to GOURANGO BISWAS
for all future purposes.  

NAME CHANGE
I ADEEB S/O MOHD ATIQ R/O
HOUSE NO 1457 RAHAT MANZIL
FARASH KHANA DELHI-110006
HOUSE NO. HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME FROM ADEEB TO ADEEB
ATIQ FOR ALL FUTURE PURPOSE.

NAME CHANGE
I MOHAMMAD ATEEQ S/O MOHD
SHAFI  R/O HOUSE NO 1457
RAHAT MANZIL FARASH KHANA
DELHI-110006 HOUSE NO. HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME FROM
MOHAMMAD ATEEQ TO MOHD
ATIQ FOR ALL FUTURE PURPOSE.

NAME CHANGE
I NAFEESA BEGUM W/O MOHD
ATIQ RESIDING AT HOUSE NO 1457
RAHAT MANZIL FARASH KHANA
DELHI-110006 HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME FROM  NAFEESA BEGUM
TO NAFISA BEGUM  FOR ALL
FUTURE PURPOSE.

NAME CHANGE
I ASGAR ALI  S/O ISRAIL R/O P.O.
CHOKHA OTHA (205) MEWAT
HARYANA122508 HAVE CHANGED
MY NAME TO ASGAR

NAME CHANGE
I YOGITA MEHRA W/O-GURU
DUTT R/O-FLAT NO-51 GROUND
FLOOR PINK APARTMENT DDA
FLATS SECTOR-18B DWARKA
DELHI-110075 HAVE CHANGED
MY NAME TO YOGITA.

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that I,
MONGAMRONG MOMO TON-
TANG, SON OF SH. TONTANG
MOSHANG MARING R/O FLAT
NO. A-301, SANSKRITI APART-
MENT, POCHANPUR EXTN.,
DWARKA SECTOR-23B, NEW
DELHI-110077, declare that the
name of my mother has been
wrongly written as DARINMOI
TONTANG in my 10th and 12th
class educational documents. The
actual name of my mother is DAR-
INMOI MARING TONTANG which
may be amended accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
I Anamika Gaokar W/O Mayank
Yadav R/O House no -145, Sector
-1, IMT Manesar, Gurgaon 122051,
Haryana I have changed my name
to Anamika Manohar Gaokar

NAME CHANGE
I, Manoj S/o Suresh R/o 524a/23, DLF
Colony, Rohtak, Haryana-124001 have
changed my name to Manoj Puniyani.

NAME CHANGE
I, Vishundev Sharma S/O Jhulan
Sharma R/O Madipur Khurd Nandpur
Saran Bihar 841313 I, Have Changed
My Name To Bishnu Deo Sharma

NAME CHANGE
I, hitherto known as KASHISH S/O
RAMESH R/O HOUSE NO C-193 194
NEAR MOTHER DAIRY GANDHI
VIHAR DR. MUHKERJEE NAGAR
PO: DR. MUKHERJEE NAGAR DIST:
NORTH WEST DELHI DELHI-110009
have changed my name and shall hear-
after be known as KASHISH HASIJA.

NAME CHANGE
I JAY RAM S/O MATHURA PRASAD
R/O H-2 JAILER WALA BAGH
PHASE-2 ASHOK VIHAR H.O
NORTH WEST DELHI DELHI-110052
have changed the name of my minor
daughter RADHA aged 15 years and
she shall hereafter be known as
RADHA MAURYA.

NAME CHANGE
I, Sunil S/O: Rajender, R/O house No-
99, ward No01, khedla, Kherla Frizerpur
(170), Palwal, Chhajju Nagar, Haryana,
121102, have changed the name of my
minor son Dakash aged 15 years and
he shall hereafter be known as DAKSH.

NAME CHANGE
I, HITHERTO Known as Lakki, S/o

Mukesh Pal, Residing at 441, Holi
Chowk, Maliyana, PO: Malyana,
Meerut, Uttar Pradesh 250002, have
changed my name and shall hereafter
be known as Lucky.

NAME CHANGE
I, Roshanara/Roshan W/o  Vaseem Beg
Mirza R/o 7/29 4537/XI B-3 First Floor
Back Side Ansari Road Darya Ganj
Delhi 110002  have changed my name
to Roshanara Begum  permanently

NAME CHANGE
I, Vaseem Beg Mirza, S/o Mr. Nasher
Beg, R/o 7/29 4537/XI B-3 First Floor
Back Side Ansari Road Darya Ganj Delhi
110002, hereby declare that my father’s
name recorded in my passport/docu-
ment as “Nasher Beg” is incorrect and
the correct name is “Mirza Nasir Beg”.
Henceforth, the same shall be read as
Mirza Nasir Beg for all official purposes.

BSF soldier dies in road mishap
in Gurugram's Bhondsi area

Gurugram: According to the police, the deceased was
identified as Sepoy Ravinder, a resident of Najafgarh in
Delhi. He was posted with the 31st Battalion of the BSF.
He had returned to duty after completing a 28-day leave.
He had to travel from Delhi to Srinagar by air courier
service, for which he reported to the 95th Battalion’s tran-
sit camp on May 11. At around 10.40 pm on May 12, he
was crossing the Sohna-Gurugram road 200m from Gate

No. 1 of the campus when an unknown vehicle struck
him. He suffered serious head and chest injuries and
became critical at the spot.A civilian alerted the sentry
posted at the gate about the accident. The battalion’s
Quick Reaction Team, Adjutant and medical staff immedi-
ately arrived with an ambulance. Cops from the Bhondsi
police station also arrived at the scene. The soldier was
immediately taken to the Civil Hospital in Sector 10,
where doctors declared him dead. The medical report
stated fatal injuries to the head and chest. Following the
complaint, given by the Commandant office, an FIR was
registered against the unknown vehicle driver at the
Bhondsi police station. “We are searching for the uniden-
tified vehicle and its driver based on CCTV footage and
other evidence from the area. The accused driver will be
arrested soon,” said a senior police officer.

Noida pizza shop owner arrested after
video shows him 'spitting' on dough
Noida:  The video shared on social media has trig-

gered outrage among local residents. According to
police, the incident took place at a pizza shop in Sector
22 under the Sector 24 police station area. Police here
said they received information on Sunday regarding the
video in which the shop owner is allegedly seen engag-
ing in the inappropriate conduct while making a pizza.
The accused was identified as Muzammil, around 30
years old and a resident of Gijhor village in Noida, police
said. 

6 gang members held with illegal weapons
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including Bunia, Rwampara and detected and reported cases, citing the BEIJING.(Agency) 
Mongbwalu.International spread high positivity rate of the initial The World Health Organization (WHO) 
documented, WHO says samples and the rising number of on Sunday, May 17, 2026 declared an 

suspected ?cases being reported.The DRC Health Ministry said on Friday ?Ebola outbreak in the Democratic 
The outbreak is being described Republic of Congo and Uganda a 

"extraordinary", as there are no “public ?health emergency of 
approved Bundibugyo virus-specific international concern”.
therapeutics or vaccines, unlike for The WHO said the outbreak, caused by 
Ebola-zaire strains. The WHO said the Bundibugyo virus, does not 
the DRC-Uganda outbreak poses a currently qualify as a pandemic-level 
significant public health risk to other emergency, but warned that countries 
countries, with some such cases of an sharing land borders with the DRC 
international transmission already face a high risk of further transmission, 
having been documented.The agency news agency Reuters reported. 
urged countries to activate their According to UN health agency's 
national disaster and emergency statement, 80 suspected deaths, eight that 80 people had died in the latest 

response mechanisms, while also laboratory-confirmed cases and 246 outbreak in the country’s eastern 
s t r e n g t h e n i n g  c r o s s - b o r d e r  suspected cases had been reported as province.The WHO warned that there 
surveillance and screening along of Saturday in DRC's ?Ituri province could possibly be a much larger 
major internal transport routes.across at least three health zones, outbreak than the number of currently 

NEWS BOX

USS Ford returns home after 11-month deployment 
supporting Iran war and Maduro's capture

WHO declares Ebola outbreak in Congo, 
Uganda a global public health emergency

'I have realized something': 
Redditor shares one-year 
experience of  living in India 
after spending 12 years in 
US

Rescue Diver Dies In 

Search Of 4 Italians Who 

Drowned In Maldives
JERUSALEM.(Agency) 

Maldivian authorities on Saturday suspended the search 
for the bodies of four Italian divers believed to be deep 
inside an underwater cave, after a military diver died 
during a perilous mission to try to reach them.

The group of five Italian divers is believed to have died 
while exploring a cave at a depth of about 50 metres 
(160 feet) in Vaavu Atoll on Thursday, according to 
Italy's Foreign Ministry. The recreational diving limit 
in the Maldives is 30 metres (98 feet).

Maldives presidential spokesman Mohamed Hussain 
Shareef said the search was suspended after Mohamed 
Mahudhee, a member of the Maldivian National 
Defense Force, died of underwater decompression 
sickness after being transferred to a hospital in the 
capital.Authorities are awaiting the arrival of three 
Finnish divers, experts in deep and cave diving, on 
Sunday, to rethink their search strategy, he 
said.Mahudhee will be buried with military honours in 
a funeral attended by President Mohamed Muzzu on 
Saturday night. The diver was part of the group that 
had briefed Muizzu on the rescue plan when he visited 
the search site on Friday."The death goes to show the 
difficulty of the mission," Shareef said.

Rough weather has repeatedly hampered rescue efforts.
Search operations on Saturday involved eight local 

divers who worked in shifts to locate the missing 
Italians, the Italian Foreign Ministry said. Initial teams 
had already dived to identify and mark the entrance to 
the cave system where the Italians disappeared. The 
cause of the deaths remains under investigation.

Italy's Foreign Minister Antonio Tajani said everything 
possible would be done to bring the victims home. He 
offered his condolences for the death of the Maldivian 
diver during the rescue efforts.The victims have been 
identified as Monica Montefalcone, an associate 
professor of ecology at the University of Genoa; her 
daughter, Giorgia Sommacal; marine biologist 
Federico Gualtieri; researcher Muriel Oddenino; and 
diving instructor Gianluca Benedetti, according to the 
Maldivian government.Benedetti's body was 
recovered on Thursday. His body was found near the 
mouth of the cave and authorities believed the 
remaining four had entered the cave.Montefalcone 
and Oddenino were in the Maldives on an official 
scientific mission to monitor marine environments 
and study the effects of climate change on tropical 
biodiversity, the University of Genoa said in a 
statement Friday. However, the scuba diving activity 
during which the deadly accident occurred was not 
part of the planned research and was "undertaken 
privately," it said.The statement also said the two other 
victims - student Sommacal and recent graduate 
Gualtieri - were not involved in the scientific mission.

Carlo Sommacal, Montefalcone's husband and 
Giorgia's father.

WORLD

Car plows into pedestrians 
in Italy's Modena, 8 injured, 
4 critically, mayor says

ROME. (Agency) 
UA car plowed into pedestrians in the northern Italian 

city of Modena on Saturday, injuring eight people, 
four of them critically, local authorities said.

Mayor Massimo Mezzetti said no one was killed in the 
dramatic crash but four victims were in serious 
condition. He said a woman was pinned against a 
shop window and required the amputation of both 
legs.The driver is a 31-year-old man born in Bergamo 
and raised in the province of Modena, Mezzetti said. 
He was detained and was being questioned at police 
headquarters as authorities worked to determine 
whether he was under the influence of substances or 
acted deliberately, the mayor said.Mezzetti said the 
vehicle entered one of the city's main streets and 
"drove onto the sidewalk, sending several people 
flying," before crashing into the shop window.

At least eight people were injured, four of them in very 
serious condition, according to the mayor. Victims 
were taken to hospitals in Modena and Bologna, 
including by helicopter for the most critical cases.

The driver attempted to flee but was stopped first by 
some of the citizens involved in the crash and then by 
police and taken to headquarters for questioning.

Witnesses reported the man was holding a knife, but he 
did not manage to stab anyone, the mayor said, 
adding that investigators are still working to 
determine whether the act was deliberate or linked to 
other causes."Whatever the nature, it is a very serious 
act," Mezzetti said. "If it were an attack, it would be 
even more serious."Italian Premier Giorgia Meloni 
called the incident "extremely serious" in a social 
media post and expressed solidarity with the victims 
and their families.Meloni thanked citizens who 
intervened to help stop the suspect and praised law 
enforcement, adding she was in contact with local 
authorities and expected the suspect to be held fully 
accountable.

The Venezuelan immigration 
authority in a short 
statement Saturday did not 
explicitly say where it had 
sent Saab but said the 
decision was made based on 
several ongoing criminal 
investigations in the US.

Israel strikes south Lebanon day 
after ceasefire extension

 

and the Ford.In recognition of their 332 days and the 1965 deployment of NORFOLK.(Agency) 
service during the Iran war, the Ford USS Coral Sea at 329 days.The Ford's The USS Gerald R. Ford, the world 
and the accompanying ships were long time at sea has raised questions largest aircraft carrier, returned home 
awarded the prestigious Presidential about the impact on service members to Virginia on Saturday after an 11-
Unit Citation, lauded for "outstanding who are away from home for long month deployment, the longest since 
performance in action" against "a periods as well as about increasing the Vietnam War, that saw it support 
determined enemy." It's the highest strain on the ship and its equipment the US war with Iran and the capture of 
award a unit can receive and one beyond the fire, which started in one of Nicolás Maduro when he was 

the carrier's laundry spaces.When the Venezuela's president.The most 
Ford first left Virginia's coast in June, advanced US warship and two 
it headed to the Mediterranean Sea. It accompanying destroyers docked at 
was then rerouted to the Caribbean Naval Station Norfolk with about 
Sea in October as part of the largest 5,000 sailors waiting to see their 
naval buildup in the region in families for the first time since June. 
generations.The carrier took part in Besides combat operations and 
the military operation in January to traversing continents, the sailors 
capture Maduro. Then it would see aboard  the  car r ie r  faced  a  
more battle, heading toward the noncombat-related fire that left 
Middle East as tensions with Iran hundreds without places to sleep and 
escalated. The Ford participated in the forced lengthy repairs on the Greek 

typically reserved for significant opening days of the Iran war from the island of Crete.Defense Secretary Pete 
achievement in combat. Mediterranean Sea before going Hegseth was on hand for the arrival of 

through the Suez Canal and heading The Ford's 326 days at sea are the most the warships, which included the 
into the Red Sea in early March.for an aircraft carrier in the past 50 destroyer USS Bainbridge.Hegseth 

years and broke the record for the Technically, the crew of the USS Nimitz commended the crew of  the 
longest post-Vietnam War deployment, was on duty and away from home for a Bainbridge for a "job well done.""You 
according to US Naval Institute News, total of 341 days in 2020 and 2021. didn't just accomplish a mission, you 
a news outlet run by the US Naval However, that included extended made history," Hegseth said on the 
Institute, a nonprofit organization. The isolation periods ashore in the US destroyer's deck. "You made a nation 
only longer deployments were the meant to help prevent the spread of proud."Hegseth also spoke to the 
1973 deployment of USS Midway at COVID-19.crews of the USS Mahan, a destroyer, 

Friday, the two countries agreed to extend a envoys from Israel and Lebanon held WASHINGTON. (Agency)  In a statement on Saturday, the group called 
ceasefire, which began on April 17 but has negotiations in Washington, following the the proposed establishment of a US-IIsrael launched a massive series of airstrikes 
been marred by numerous violations, by first direct talks in decades last month facilitated security track a fresh addition on southern Lebanon on Saturday, despite 
another 45 days. between the two countries, which do not "to the series of free concessions" the an extension of the truce between the two 

have diplomatic relation.They agreed to Lebanese government "offers the enemy".UN chief Antonio Guterres said on Saturday countries.Israel says it is targeting 
that he "welcomes" the extension and Hezbollah but the strikes were preceded by "Many Lebanese see the extension of the 
"urges all actors to fully respect the an evacuation warning covering nine ceasefire through this track as an extension 
cessation of hostilities".Despite the villages.And the continuing bombardment of their ongoing killing and a cover for the 
ceasefire, Israel continues to conduct has only increased scepticism about the aggression on them and their homeland," 
strikes in Lebanon, and its forces are truce among the many thousands of the statement said.Displaced residents 
occupying territory near the border.Lebanese driven from their homes in the from southern Lebanon say the truce is not 

south.Lebanon's state-run National News being implemented."This is not a truce as Hezbollah, meanwhile, regularly claims 
Agency (NNA) reported strikes on more long as Israeli attacks continue against the attacks on northern Israel and against the 
than two dozen villages on Saturday, south and its people, with deaths, injuries Israeli military in southern Lebanon, 
including one more than 50 kilometres (30 and destruction," said Ali Salameh, 60, including multiple attacks on Israeli forces 
miles) from the border.It also reported a from a school in Beirut where he has been on Saturday.Israel's military said Saturday 
new exodus of residents towards the displaced since the start of the war.Others that one of its soldiers died in combat in 

extend the ceasefire.southern city of Sidon and the capital said they backed Hezbollah to keep southern Lebanon, bringing its losses to 21 
Iran-backed Hezbollah opposes the Beirut .Later  Saturday,  Hezbollah fighting Israel in retaliation for its attacks.personnel since the war with Hezbollah 

negotiations and claimed an attack against announced it had struck a military target in began in early March.What kind of a truce "What kind of truce is this when they have 
Israeli troops in the Lebanese town of northern Israel. It said its fighters had is this ?Israeli attacks since the start of the just threatened villages and people are 
Khiam on Saturday.The group justified targeted "the Ya'ara barracks... with a war have killed more than 2,900 people in being displaced? Where is the state? We 
their action by accusing Israel of ceasefire swarm of attack drones", after having Lebanon, including more than 400 since stand only with the resistance," said Nawal 
violations and "attacks that targeted announced multiple operations against the truce took effect, according to Lebanese Mezhir,  also displaced from the 
villages in southern Lebanon".Israeli forces in southern Lebanon.On authorities.The latest strikes come after south.Lasting stability.

bring home after his previous international the "immoral, imperial blockade" imposed arrest.His removal to the United States is 
arrest in 2020. Now, the Colombian-born by the United States.A fortune built from likely to deepen divisions inside 
insider, long described by US officials as government contractsSaab, 54, amassed a Rodríguez's fragile ruling coalition of 
Maduro's "bag man," may be asked to fortune through Venezuelan government Chavistas, named for the movement started 
testify against his former protector, who is contracts. But he fell out of favor with the by the late Hugo Chávez.Rodríguez has 
awaiting trial on drug charges in generated enormous goodwill in 
Manhattan after being captured in a shock Washington and successfully stalled any 
raid by the US military in January. talk of new elections as she bends to the 

Trump administration's demands to open The Venezuelan immigration authority in a 
up its oil and mining industries to short statement Saturday did not explicitly 
American investment.But those say where it had sent Saab but said the 
concessions to what Chavistas have long decision was made based on several 
decried as the U.S. "Empire" have ongoing criminal investigations in the US.
angered many of her more radical, The statement's reference to Saab only as a 
ideologically driven allies, some of "Colombian citizen" appeared to be a nod 
whom, like Interior Minister Diosdado to Venezuelan law, which prohibits the 
Cabello, wield great influence inside the MIAMI.(Agency) extradition of its nationals. Following his country's new leadership that took power 

Venezuelan security forces and face last arrest, Venezuela's government  Venezuela's government said Saturday it following Maduro's ouster. Since taking 
criminal charges themselves in the U.S.US submitted a copy of what it said was Saab's deported a close ally of Nicolás Maduro over from Maduro on Jan. 3, Rodríguez 
investigation into food corruptionThe Venezuelan passport to a U.S. court, with facing several criminal investigations in the demoted Saab, firing him from her Cabinet 
Associated Press reported in February that then Vice President Delcy Rodríguez — US less than three years after the and stripping him of his role as the main 
federal prosecutors have been digging for now acting President — claiming he was businessman was pardoned by President conduit for foreign companies looking to 
months into Saab's role in an alleged an "innocent Venezuelan diplomat" who Joe Biden as part of a prisoner swap. invest in Venezuela. For months 
bribery conspiracy involving Venezuelan had been illegally "kidnapped" while on a The decision marks a stark reversal for Alex conflicting news accounts have circulated 
government contracts to import food.humanitarian mission to Iran to circumvent Saab, who Maduro fought tooth and nail to that he was imprisoned or under house 

Venezuela says it deported a close ally of  
Maduro to face criminal proceedings in US

world.(Agency) 
The fight around Candace Owens, Charlie Kirk, and 

Erika Kirk took another turn after political 
commentator Jammles shared a long post defending 
Turning Point USA’s leadership decision online. 
Jammles wrote that people should stop treating 
TPUSA like “public property” and argued that 
Charlie Kirk built the organization himself and 
trusted the people around him before his death. The 
post quickly gained attention after Candace Owens 
directly replied and raised questions about whether 
Charlie Kirk truly wanted Erika Kirk to take over the 
organization.Candace Owens pointed to past public 
comments where both Charlie Kirk and Erika Kirk 
reportedly spoke against women climbing the 
corporate ladder. Because of that, she said it was hard 
to believe Charlie Kirk would suddenly change his 
position shortly before his death. She also questioned 
claims surrounding an alleged video message 
connected to the leadership announcement.

In her response on X, Candace Owens wrote:
“Charlie spoke repeatedly against women climbing the 

corporate ladder, even those with living spouses. 
Erika reinforced this position repeatedly by his side 
in multiple appearances.We are to believe he 
suddenly pulled a drastic 180 a couple of weeks 
before he died?You don’t get why this matters? 
Because if Charlie did not legally put her in charge 
via his documents and corporate will— plus they lied 
about the existence of an authentic video, instead of 
which she callously walked out to an A.I-created 
audio to gloriously accept his position, then we’d be 
looking at the seeds of a motive.”

The comments immediately sparked debate online, 
with supporters and critics reacting strongly to 
Owens’ claims.

“Charlie spoke repeatedly 
against women”: Candace 
Owens challenges Charlie 
Kirk succession story 
surrounding Erika Kirk and 
TPUSA future

World.(Agency)
Taking the decision to return to India after spending 

years abroad is always a tough one as there are many 
aspects to consider. No two people's situations are 
ever the same but NRIs share tips and insights on 
social media channels that may help others in a 
similar plight. A Redditor shared the experience of 
living in India for a year after returning in 2025 and 
many social media users found the takeaways 
relatableThe Redditor stayed in the US for 12 years 
but abruptly made the decision to return to India 
because of mother's health. "I took the decision to 
return quite abruptly. I remember my father telling 
me about my mother's health issues and I was so 
overwhelmed with sadness that I booked my return 
ticket on Feb 15, 2025 and 3 months later, I was in 
India," the Redditor said."In hindsight, I should have 
planned my move well in advance. My initial thought 
was to hire a CA after returning to India - I should 
have hired a CA before returning to India. I also came 
to know about several forms such as W8BEN which 
one needs to file with US banks after returning to 
India."I was fortunate enough to find a job within 2 
weeks of landing here. But it took me 6 months to get 
my Aadhaar (my payroll was initially frozen due to 
no Aadhaar) and I got it only after meeting with a 
BLO officer," the post added.
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seeks to develop 100 new airports and airstrips. struggle with weak demand and irregular flights.AFTER decades of waiting, missed deadlines and 
However, regional connectivity remains uneven. That is why Halwara’s success cannot be taken for political promises, the sight of the first commercial 

granted. Many airports inaugurated with fanfare flight landing at Halwara airport carries emotional 
have become underutilised later. Infrastructure and economic significance for Punjab. For 
without sustained airline operations quickly Ludhiana, the Delhi-Halwara connection is a 
turns into an expensive symbol rather than an gateway to national and global markets. The launch 
economic asset. Still, Halwara possesses some has been greeted with excitement across central 
advantages. The airport’s terminal, developed by Punjab. Administrative authorities arranged 
expanding the Air Force base, can handle 300 transport for passengers, political leaders rushed to 
passengers at a time, while Air India has begun claim credit and tickets reportedly saw brisk 
operations with two daily flights to Delhi. demand even before operations formally began. 
Ludhiana’s industrial ecosystem gives the airport That enthusiasm is understandable. Ludhiana’s 
a natural passenger base that many UDAN exporters, industrialists and entrepreneurs have 
airports never had. But the real test begins after long complained that dependence on Chandigarh 
the inaugural applause fades. Connectivity must and Amritsar slowed business mobility and 
become reliable, affordable and commercially increased logistics costs.Halwara also arrives at an 
sustainable. Cargo handling, last-mile transport important moment. The Centre recently expanded 
and route expansion will determine whether the UDAN regional connectivity scheme with an 

Halwara truly transforms Punjab’s economy. The state North India accounts for nearly 30% of the country’s outlay of nearly Rs 28,840 crore, compared to the 
must ensure the runway remains busy.passenger traffic, but many smaller airports continue to original Rs 4,500 crore allocation. The programme 

What it means for 
Congress to be 

party of  the south

Scroll down for woes galore

Halwara takes off: Aviation ambitions face test of sustainability

To be in a state of limbo or trishanku swarga—that 
is, to be perilously suspended between earth and 
heaven—is an idea available both in Christian 
theology and Hindu puranic texts. Though a 
deracinated Congress did not borrow it from 
either of the cultures, it has strangely found itself 
in a kind of electoral netherworld—the 
metaphorical realms of the idea in Indian politics.

To be in limbo is undoubtedly a platitudinal 
appellation for the party that has been in decline 
since 2014. But the irony is that the Congress 
itself has not come to reflect or rue about its perch 
of non-progress. Rather, it has attempted to 
develop, with some reverse ingenuity, capital 
around its very state of being left dangling by the 
voter. The party neither has its feet on the ground, 
nor is its leadership at the top able to hold things 
together.The Congress, perhaps, stopped 
thinking like a national party a while ago. It tried 
to adopt the ideological agenda and smarts of 
regional outfits that fared better against the Modi 
regime, but those regional parties did not 
concede an inch to the Congress. Regional 
parties, which have been growing at the expense 
of the Congress since the 1970s, are unlikely to 
do any charity in the name of national interest or 
secular politics.There is a kind of consolatory 
half-truth spoken about the Congress these days 
when people say it has essentially become “a 
party of southern India”. It is an attempt to anchor 
the grand old party somewhere on the map, but 
the ground realities for the party in the south are 
quite harsh.Take the example of Kerala, where 
the Congress now leads the ruling coalition but 
does not have the numbers to form a government 
on its own. This limits its elbow room. Plus, the 
confusion created for almost 10 days over the 
choice of the state’s chief minister has eroded its 
image. It is astonishing that a national party 
created a fissure on a clean wall of victory to 
insert a dynasty-backed national general 
secretary in the chief-ministerial race—only to 
be stifled by coalition partners and grassroots 
reaction.This should tell us that the Congress is 
caught in a time warp, a limbo of another sort. 
They have not come out of the imperious mindset 
of their past, when they imposed rootless 
favourites from the top. The post-2014 lessons 
and serial defeats should have taught them 
otherwise.In Karnataka, the factional rivalry has 
been reduced to media entertainment. After the 
Kerala decision, D K Shivakumar and 
Siddaramaiah seem ready for a fresh round of 
slugfest at the expense of their Delhi leadership. 
The high command is now perceived as unable to 
transfer power to Shivakumar to honour its own 
word that was apparently given in May 2023. The 
central leadership’s procrastination has ensured 
that whatever change is made in the near future, it 
is likely to splinter the party in Karnataka. 
Neither Siddaramaiah nor Shivakumar is the 
forgiving type.To manage success is as vital as 
achieving it. That’s a lesson imparted by 
Karnataka, where the Congress secured an 
overwhelming majority in May 2023, yet ended 
up running a sort of coalition of snipers. Surveys 
suggest the party’s appeal has slipped since. 
What if there is little chance of recovery after 
that, like has happened for the party in several of 
Indian states where it has been pushed to a fringe 
of irrelevance?Its third state in the south, 
Telangana, looks calm for now. But the recent 
convivial public exchange between Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi and Chief Minister 
Revanth Reddy should have disturbed the party’s 
slumber in Delhi.

THEGREAT GAME: The faction-ridden party is waiting for Rahul Gandhi to decide — like waiting for salvation

In eternal India, a doomscroll is as good as a time machine. 
One executed late at night, when the human engine is 
turning at its lowest RPM and the human being is all 
thumbs, threw up depressing national news of a stolen 
exam, a foundering rupee, a flight of capital and yet 
another onion outrage. Like newspaper headlines from 
the Eighties, Nineties and Noughties. This is Eternal 
India.The NEET-UG test was cancelled because 
question papers were leaked to WhatsApp and Telegram 
well before the test. NEET is a high-stress competition 
against redoubtable odds—over 22 lakh candidates took 
the test to seek admission to medical courses. Arvind 
Kejriwal, who had passed a similar test to enter IIT-
Kharagpur, says that families sell their homes to give 
their children a fighting chance. After the leak, parents 
pushed beyond endurance were calling for the death 
penalty—because previous perpetrators had walked 
free, ready to perpetrate the next leak. This one.Indian 
education looks like a relentlessly active crime scene. 
The number of suspected leaks in about a decade has 
climbed to 89, with 48 retests. But sadly, it’s no novelty. 
In the 1990s, ‘education mafias’ in Bihar—nexuses of 
politicians, schools, colleges, exam board officials and 
middlemen—organised paper leaks, mass copying, 
inflated scores and fake degrees. Bihar Governor Satya 

handed to a farmer is the talk of the internet. He sold 25 As always, these numbers are contested because unseen Pal Malik had accused the mafia of turning BEd colleges 
sacks of onions in Nashik, did not even recover costs and factors are at play. Forinstance, part of the volume is into profit centres. Candidate impersonation is so 
was charged one rupee instead. Nashik’s huge onion round-tripped—Indian money spirited away overseas, commonplace that it was immortalised in Munna Bhai 
market is routinely permitted to be rigged, though the laundered and boomeranged back to be reinvested in MBBS. Overseas, Indian applicants for student visas 
revenge of the onions has been a thing since 1998, when a India. Warfare rages between amateur economists on X now bear the cumulative burden ofthis legacy of 
price surge blew away the second BJP government of every other day over such imponderables.Let us choose cheating as they face extra scrutiny.
Delhi.the path of peace. If the numbers are unreliable, let us Recently, there was consternation over a Niti Aayog report 

The latest onion outrage was the last story on the consider impressions. How often do you see new which discovered some reasons for the soaring dropout 
doomscroll which inspired this gloomy column. The factories these days, compared to the Nineties? And how rate in India—no electricity in almost 1.2 lakh schools 
crises it threw up are chronic, but have simple solutions. many new stalls selling chips and soft drinks spring and no girls’ toilets in almost 99,000. Digital teaching is 
Not dramatic diktats from the commanding heights like up—plus startups to deliver them in minutes? Even being rolled out meanwhile. Microsoft plans to train 20 
demonetisation, thali-banging, Muslim-bashing and India’s celebrated iPhone story is about assembly, not lakh teachers to work AI into classroom processes. 
now, the communist-like denunciation of foreign travel, manufacturing. For years, businesses have had no Without electricity? It’s the latest chapter in a never-
gold, personal transport, cooking oil and fertiliser.stomach for the risks of manufacturing and have created ending story. Earlier, it was about classrooms without 

But small, specific interventions can deliver results. Like, few capital assets. While the government hails startups, blackboards and benches. Now, it’s about electricity and 
AAP’s makeover of Delhi’s government schools had entrepreneurs sell assets and invest in markets loos. That’s progress?Next up on the doomscroll was the 
taught lakhs of poor families to expect better. Now, instead.Recently, the Union commerce minister waxed rupee, which may cross 98 to the dollar this year if the oil 
Arvind Kejriwal is back, after fighting trumped-up sarcastic about the children of Indian billionaires selling trade remains disturbed. Plus, the government has 
charges which kept him behind bars and handed Delhi to vegan ice cream and gluten-free cookies—selling notified rules for the application of four new labour 
the BJP. He offers to lead a people’s movement against American manias to the Indian rich—and passing off codes which dilute worker’s rights and ease the process 
the national government. It shouldn’t be necessary, but their businesses as ‘startups’. And almost 50 years ago, of hiring and firing—while AI eats away at jobs. 
since politics is now reduced to election arithmetic and George Fernandes had laid down the line for American Meanwhile, foreign portfolio investors have pulled out a 
poll rigging, perhaps the people have exhausted all other multinationals: “Computer chips, not potato chips.” But record $21 billion from Indian markets this year, which 
possibilities. And at the very least, public action beats the potato chips remain bestsellers, and though AI is isn’t even half over. Foreign portfolio investment is at 
apathy of lonesome, late-night doomscrolling in the surging, India does not have the wherewithal—or the the lowest in 14 years.
entrails of Eternal India.computer chips—to take the lead.Meanwhile, a ?1 bill 

Doomscrolling is a slideshow akin to skimming through newspaper headlines. Some headlines seem not to have changed either. Whether it’s about an 

onion price crash, a stolen exam, dysfunctional schools or a foundering rupee, it’s difficult to summon up fresh outrage

directly for another five years; also, what happens in Chief Manoj Naravane and Jammu & Kashmir leader THE Congress party’s penchant for snatching defeat from And that’s been the irony of this week — which is, that the 
Delhi must stay in Delhi — senior RSS leader Dattatreya Farooq Abdullah have welcomed his comments (“we the jaws of victory has been on ample display in these Congress, a self-avowed secular organisation, has 
Hosabale dropped a verbal bombshell with his must always have dialogue to solve our problems,” state elections, but Kerala has pretty much taken the offered only mealy-mouthed criticism of Hosabale’s 
comments on Pakistan earlier this week. Abdullah said). And eighth, Pakistan has described them cake. A full ten days after it won the state handsomely, outreach to Pakistan, instead of welcoming it. While the 

Despite “pinpricks” like the Pulwama attack, people-to- as a “positive” development and expressed the hope leading the United Democratic Front to a landslide RSS, the self-acknowledged proponent of Hindutva, is 
people dialogue “should be tried more and more now.” “sanity will prevail in India.”Certainly, Pakistan must victory (102 seats/140-MLA Assembly), the party reaching out to Pakistan’s Muslims, arguing the 
Civil society relations will work “because we have been learn the strategic lesson from Op Sindoor, which is that finally rescued itself from public ignominy by naming “Akhand Bharat” argument, that since “we have been 
one nation.” The security and self-respect of a country six-time MLA VD Satheesan as its chief minister- one nation,” we should not hesitate to dialogue 
have to be protected, but “we need not close the doors. elect.Even Rahul Gandhi realised that catapulting his with them.You could ask the question : Why is the 
We should always be ready to engage them in a chief lieutenant into God’s own country — KC Congress so afraid of doing the right thing? It 
dialogue.” Trade and commerce and issuance of visas Venugopal, the powerful general secretary in charge of barely rescued itself in Kerala, dumped its old ally 
should not stop. There should be a window (open) the party’s organisation, better known as the “eyes and in Tamil Nadu, the DMK, to ally with the ruling 
always for a dialogue,” Mr Hosabale told PTI, mere ears” of the grand old party’s most powerful leader — TVK which really doesn’t need it anymore — 
days after the first anniversary of Operation Sindoor.would not go down well with Kerala folk. Yes, they because it has the breakaway AIADMK, a former 

would swallow the bitter taste with their morning coffee. ally of the BJP, to support it. And in Bengal, it The comments are remarkable for a variety of reasons. 
After all, a majority of the MLAs who won had lined up broke the INDIA bloc by fighting against Mamata First, as the RSS ‘sahkaryavah’, or second seniormost 
on Venugopal’s side only a week or so ago. Banerjee’s TMC — which helped fragment the man in the organisation, Mr Hosabale is a powerful 

leader whose words cannot be taken lightly. Second, And then the noises grew and grew and the tide shifted. Opposition vote — only for Rahul Gandhi to shut 
they indicate the RSS is constantly engaged with the Seems Priyanka Gandhi, Wayanad MP, weighed in, up his cadres once TMC lost.
issues of the day, that their leaders don’t live in a remote which would have definitely helped. But it was the The worst, mark my words, is yet to come. In Punjab, 
cave. Third, while the comments differ from the chorus of suppressed dissent — because who would as most political parties polish their strategies for 
government’s line that “terror and talks don’t go openly dare dissent against the Leader of Opposition in the upcoming elections, the Congress has hardly 
together”, they can be seen as preparing the ground for the Lok Sabha, whose skills at the jiujitsu martial arts are said anything worthwhile in response to the daily 
a revision of that policy. (As of now, there’s no such so intrinsic to his world-view that he even made Punjab political drama around Enforcement Directorate 
change.) Fourth, they have been given to a news Congress leaders Partap Bajwa and Raja Warring do arrests, defections and mergers — except looking 
agency, PTI, indicating the RSS believed the interview push-ups at a party programme in Himachal Pradesh bemused or supercilious, even as the party’s key 

it cannot turn the terror tap on and off when it wants — 
deserved wide dissemination. Fifth, they came soon after recently; but for that story you have to read my colleague leaders fight each other for the top job.

India has suffered too much at Rawalpindi’s hands over 
Mr Hosabale returned from the US, where he likely met a The faction-ridden party in Punjab is waiting for Rahul Rajmeet Singh — that finally lit up the sky in favour of 

the decades. Nobody knows this as well as Punjab, 
wide variety of people, who must have given him a sense Gandhi to decide — a bit like waiting for salvation. Vadassery Damodaran Satheesan (the first name is the 

which, as a frontline state, has borne the brunt of 
of the changing world order vis-à-vis both Pakistan and Perhaps Punjab should take a lesson from Kerala’s ‘tharavad’ or house name, the second is his father’s name 

Pakistan’s relentless policy of bleeding India with a 
China — remember, the RSS has a strong presence in the Satheesan, who, as C. Gouridasan Nair writes, has won and the last his given name.)

thousand cuts — terrorism morphs at wont into 
US and is intimately connected with large sections of the But just as Kerala’s Congressmen and women break respect from both sides of the aisle by infusing his 

gangsterism and the infusion of deadly drugs. Certainly, 
Indian diaspora. Sixth, they have been greeted with a coconuts at the foot of the deity in Guruvayoor — as debating skills with data, besides crusading against the 

Pakistan cannot be made to feel as if it has been let off the 
certain silence, indicating the country is still absorbing much in favour of Satheesan as the fact that Rahul lottery mafia and in favour of protecting the ecology of 

hook, even as Donald Trump woos his “favourite Field 
the weight of his words. Seventh, only former Army Gandhi, not them, will continue to deal with Venugopal the Western Ghats.

Marshal.”

Kerala lesson for Punjab Congress

For Ludhiana, the Delhi-Halwara connection is a gateway to national and global markets
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In a contest where margins are razor-thin, whom benefited from crucial reprieves Kolkata. (Agency)  
Gujarat Titans, much like Punjab Kings, GT were once again reminded that missed offered by GT’s fielders.Allen, who 

seemed to have forgotten cricket’s most chances can be just as damaging as poor eventually smashed a destructive 93 off just 
iconic childhood mantra - “Gotta catch ’em batting or bowling. 35 balls, was handed two lifelines. The first 
all!” On Saturday night, May 16, at the came on 14 when a difficult chance went 
iconic Eden Gardens, that lapse proved down at extra cover, with Jason Holder 
costly as GT dropped four crucial catches, unable to cling on despite a full-stretch 
allowing the Kolkata Knight Riders batters effort. The second, and more costly, 
to escape pressure situations and evolve arrived in the seventh over when 
themselves into match-turning monsters in Mohammed Siraj dropped a regulation 
a high-stakes encounter. catch when Allen was on 33. That moment 

proved decisive, as Allen immediately KKR vs GT, IPL 2026: Highlights | Scorecard
shifted gears and launched a brutal assault “I think our fielding could have been a lot 
on the GT bowling attack, particularly better. Dropping three sitters in a game like 
targeting Arshad Khan, taking 22 runs off this, I don't think we deserved to win this 

KKR’s BATTING “MONSTERS” PUNISH one of his overs.By the time Allen was one,” were the first few remarks of GT 
GT ERRORS finally dismissed, the damage had already captain Shubman Gill following their 30-

The match had already tilted heavily when been inflicted, with KKR well on their way run defeat to KKR.GT's dropped catches 
KKR posted a daunting 247-run target to a massive total that ultimately shaped the tally was the joint-most by the franchise in a 
against a playoff-chasing GT side. The outcome of the match.Raghuvanshi and single IPL innings. This also marked their 
innings was powered by aggressive Green then ensured there was no respite for seventh such instance of multiple dropped 
contributions from Finn Allen, Angkrish GT. The duo stitched together a devastating chances in an IPL match, underlining a 
Raghuvanshi and Cameron Green, all of 108-run partnership.recurring issue in their fielding standards. 

boundary off her opening delivery from fluent hand.Sana brought up the record-New Delhi. (Agency)  
Michelle Mavunga before launching a breaking milestone with a couple off the Fatima Sana etched her name into the record 
fierce assault on the Zimbabwe bowlers. bowling of Zimunu in the final over before books after smashing the fastest half-
Kudzai Chigora bore the brunt first as Sana finishing unbeaten on a stunning 62 from century in Women’s T20I history during 

only 19 deliveries, an innings Pakistan’s third T20I against Zimbabwe in 
decorated with 10 fours and two Karachi. The Pakistan skipper raced to 
sixes. Jabeen remained not out on fifty in only 15 deliveries, surpassing the 
50 from 32 balls as Pakistan piled previous benchmark of 18 balls jointly 
up 223/4, their second-highest held by Sophie Devine, Phoebe Litchfield 
total in Women’s T20Is.and Richa Ghosh. The Indian wicketkeeper 

Zimbabwe never threatened in scored her fifty off 18 balls during the clash 
reply and were dismissed for 90. against the West Indies on December 
P a k i s t a n ’s  b o w l i n g  u n i t  2024.Her breathtaking knock also equalled 
dominated, with Sadia Iqbal and the fastest fifty recorded in all women’s 
Nashra Sandhu sharing five T20 cricket, matching feats achieved by 
wickets, while Sana also chipped Marie Kelly for Warwickshire in 2022 and 
in with 1/28.Laura Harris for Otago in the 2025 Super 

Smash. Before Sana’s blitz, Pakistan’s Sana has enjoyed a sensational run 
hammered four consecutive boundaries in quickest T20I fifty belonged to Nida Dar, in T20Is this year. She is currently 
one over.The real carnage arrived in the 19th who had reached the landmark in 20 balls Pakistan’s leading run-scorer in the format 
over against Nomvelo Sibanda. Sana against South Africa in 2019. in 2026, amassing 229 runs in five innings 
unleashed a sequence of 4, 4, 6, 6 and 4, at a strike rate above 206. Earlier this year, Batting first in the series finale, Pakistan 
plundering 24 runs from the over and she also produced her career-best T20I were already well-placed at 152/4 when 
moving to 48 from just 14 balls. At the score — a blistering 90 off 41 balls against Sana walked in during the 17th over. She 
opposite end, Saira Jabeen also played a South Africa.wasted little time settling in, collecting a 

Pakistan's Fatima Sana scores fastest Women's 
T20I fifty, smashes Richa Ghosh's record

NEW DELHI. (Agency)  
Nikhat Zareen has declined the national 

federation BFI’s offer to compete in the 
women’s 48kg category at next month’s 
senior World Cup in China, choosing instead 
to remain focused on her long-term 
ambitions in the 51kg division ahead of the 
Olympic qualification cycle and next year’s 
World Championships.

“It’s already difficult for her to make 51kg 
since her weight generally hovers between 
54-55kg normally. Dropping to 48kg could 
adversely affect her body, diet and 
performance,” a source said.

It has been learnt that Nikhat’s decision 
prompted the federation to organise a one-
off selection trial between former world 
champion Nitu Ghanghas and rising boxer 
Jyoti Gulia for the 48kg berth.

The bout is expected to take place at NS NIS 
Patiala on Monday or Tues-day, although 
BFI has not officially announced the 
decision. The development emerged 
following a BFI selection committee 
meeting on Friday evening after the 
conclusion of the three-day trials here to 
select India’s squads for the upcoming CWG 
and Asian Games. TOI published the final 
list of selected boxers in its Saturday edition.

The women’s 51kg category turned out to be 
the most competitive division. Former two-
time world champion Nikhat entered the 
trials as one of the favourites. However, she 
was stunned by Army’s Sakshi Chaudhary, 
who had dropped down from 54kg to 51kg.

Reigning world champion Minakshi Hooda, 
who competes in 48kg, had also moved up 
because her preferred weight class is not in 
the CWG and Asiad roster. She was defeated 
by Sakshi in the final.

with the Saudi side.After the final whistle, post, before Sadio ManE narrowly missed Osaka struck on the half-hour mark. Deniz 
Cristiano Ronaldo was seen walking away the target, hitting the side-netting 16 minutes Hommet finished calmly from 16 yards, 
from his Al-Nassr teammates and latching onto Issam Jebali’s perfectly 
heading straight down the tunnel, timed through ball and placing it into the 
skipping the medal ceremony. He did bottom corner past Bento.Al-Nassr came 
not return to the pitch as Al-Nassr head close to equalising before the break, with 
coach Jorge Jesus led the squad up to the Ghareeb missing narrowly and Cristiano 
podium to receive their silver medals. Ronaldo heading just wide in stoppage 

time, as Jorge Jesus’ side continued to Despite the disappointment, Al-Nassr 
dominate possession and chances.The remains in contention for the domestic 
pressure continued in the second half, but title. A win against relegation-
Joao Flix was denied by the woodwork in threatened Damac would secure them 
the 77th minute, his long-range effort the league title, which would mark 
bouncing off the post after Araki was Ronaldo’s first trophy with the club 
finally beaten. Late on, Gamba Osaka since his arrival in 2023.Dharamsala. (Agency)  
defender Takeru Kishimoto produced a HOW THE GAME UNFOLDEDCristiano Ronaldo refused to collect his 
crucial sliding block to deny Felix again, Al-Nassr controlled large parts of the runners-up medal after Al-Nassr suffered a 1-
just moments after Ronaldo’s clever game at the King Saud University 0 defeat to Gamba Osaka in the AFC 
backheel had carved open space for the Stadium but found themselves frustrated Champions League Two final on Saturday 
Portuguese forward inside the box.by the brilliance of Gamba Osaka’s 18-night. Deniz Hommet’s decisive strike at Al-

Despite relentless pressure, Al-Nassr were left later as the Saudi side pushed forward year-old goalkeeper Rui Araki.Araki made Awwal Park in Riyadh proved enough to 
to rue their missed chances as Gamba held aggressively.an early impact, tipping Abdulrahman hand Gamba Osaka the title and leave 
firm to seal a famous victory.However, against the run of play, Gamba Ghareeb’s seventh-minute effort around the Ronaldo still searching for his first major title 

SPORTS

no shortage of subplots. Super Sunday has nothing to do with the weather. Whether the session in the nets. He then took his shoes off 
rarely felt more apt.Punjab Kings' collapse noise has seeped into the dressing room is the and lingered on the field — talking to his 
has been the kind that makes you rub your question no one at PBKS is willing to answer bowlers, his batters, his support staff — the 
eyes in disbelief. Not so long ago, Shreyas publicly.That reluctance was on full display kind of quiet leadership that suggests a 
Iyer's men were the most exciting team in Saturday evening, when the franchise captain who has not given up. Prabhsimran 
the tournament. When they hunted down dispatched physio Andrew Leipus to face the Singh, freshly revived by a fifty against 
264 in Delhi, they did not just win a Mumbai Indians on Thursday, 
game — they sent a message. followed with a punishing 45-minute 
Thirteen points from seven matches hit. A rain shower threatened to cut 
had them strolling towards the proceedings short, but Punjab returned 
playoffs. Now, five defeats in a row after the break, with young Suryansh 
later, that stroll has become a Shegde getting his time in the middle as 
desperate scramble. They remain in well.The challenge ahead of them is 
fourth place, but the points column clear enough. Earlier in the season, a 
has stubbornly refused to budge, and batting unit that feasted on 200-plus 
a sixth successive defeat against the totals was providing enough cover to New Delhi. (Agency)  

table-toppers on Sunday could bring paper over the bowling cracks. Those It is a double-header day in the Indian Premier 
the curtain down on their season — cracks are now chasms. Arshdeep League that could, for better or worse, write 
complet ing one of  the  most  Singh has been the one man fighting the next chapter of two very different stories. 
spectacular second-half implosions the fire, but he cannot do it alone — and First, a Punjab Kings side in alarming freefall 

press — a transparent attempt to avoid this tournament has ever seen. Marco Jansen has been leaking runs with the — and neck-deep in off-field drama — take 
difficult questions on the eve of their season- kind of regularity that gives captains And it is not just the cricket that has been on Royal Challengers Bengaluru in the 
defining fixture. sleepless nights. Lockie Ferguson could falling apart. The mountains have offered picture-postcard setting of Dharamsala. 

What was visible at the training ground, at come into the reckoning, with Leipus Punjab Kings no sanctuary. While the team Then, as the sun dips over the capital, 
least, offered a sliver of encouragement. Iyer, confirming a fully fit squad, though the has specialised in snatching defeat from the Rajasthan Royals return from a week-long 
his form having deserted him at the worst bowlers' workload in Saturday's session was jaws of victory on the field, the dressing hibernation to face Delhi Capitals on their 
possible moment, put in a long, purposeful notably light.room has been leaking in ways that have own patch. High stakes, frayed nerves, and 

IPL Super Sunday: Playoffs race reaches 
boiling point in Dharamsala and Delhi

IPL Play of  the Day: GT follows PBKS 
footsteps, forgets to catch them all

Dharamsala. (Agency)  
Gujarat Titans captain Shubman Gill did not shy 

away from criticising his side's fielding effort 
after their 29-run defeat against Kolkata Knight 
Riders at the Eden Gardens on Saturday. After 
watching Gujarat Titans drop four catches in a 
costly outing on the field, Gill admitted that his 
team simply did not deserve to win the contest 
despite producing a spirited batting effort in the 
chase.

KKR vs GT, IPL 2026: Highlights | Scorecard
Gill, however, tried to look at the brighter side of 

the defeat, suggesting that such mistakes were 
better made now than during the playoffs."We 
set a certain standard and dropping three sitters, 
we didn't deserve to win this one. Looking at it 
that way, best to have a game like this now than 
in the Qualifiers," Gill said after the match.

The Gujarat Titans skipper could only manage a 
wry smile while reflecting on the fielding 
lapses that allowed KKR to post a mammoth 
247 for 2, a total that eventually proved beyond 
the visitors despite them finishing with 218 
runs on the board.GT's sloppy fielding effort 
began early in the innings when they handed 
Finn Allen multiple reprieves. The aggressive 
New Zealand batter made Gujarat pay heavily, 
smashing a sensational 93 off just 35 deliveries 
with 10 sixes and four boundaries.Allen was 
not the only beneficiary of Gujarat's poor 
catching display.Young batter Angkrish 
Raghuvanshi, who went on to score 82 off 44 
balls, was also handed a life in the middle 
overs, while Cameron Green survived another 
opportunity before contributing a brisk 
unbeaten 52 off 28 balls.The trio's assault 
powered Kolkata Knight Riders to one of their 
biggest totals of the season and brought an 
abrupt end to Gujarat Titans' five-match 
winning streak.Gill felt the pitch at Eden 
Gardens was not unmanageable and believed 
Gujarat would have comfortably stayed in the 
game had they fielded better."Looking at the 
wicket, 200-210 was par score but we dropped 
too many catches. Pitch was good, the odd one 
was stopping but I felt we batted well to get to 
the score we did. 

Best to drop catches now, than 
in playoffs: Shubman Gill 

after loss vs KKR

CHENNAI. (Agency)  
The wrestling hall at the SAI's Netaji Subhas 

Regional Centre, Lucknow is adorned with 
framed photographs of renowned women 
wrestlers. Be it the lone Olympic medallist 
woman wrestler from the country, Sakshi 
Malik or two-time World Championships 
medallist Vinesh Phogat or the history-
making Phogat sisters, Geeta and Babita, the 
hall has pictures of almost every female 
grappler, who has medalled for the country.

It began in 2021 when the sports ministry 
upgraded the centre by building an air-
conditioned wrestling hall at the cost of `7.5 
crore. It was decided that the centre would 
serve as an exclusive training centre for 
women wrestlers. Women wrestlers' national 
camp was shifted to the venue and the facility 
got a major facelift when former sports 
minister Anurag Thakur inaugurated the hall, 
a 300-bedded hostel exclusively for women 
athletes and sports medicine centre in 
February 2023.However, a protest launched 
by renowned wrestlers like Bajrang Punia, 
Sakshi and Vinesh against the then president 
of the Wrestling Federation of India (WFI) 
Brij Bhushan Sharan Singh intensified a 

couple of months later. It forced authorities to 
shift the camp from Lucknow. Allegations 
levelled against Brij Bhushan included a 
complaint of sexual harassment and with the 
strongman hailing from Uttar Pradesh, the 
Lucknow venue was deemed unsafe for 
women by the protesting wrestlers.

Cut to present and the centre is a house to 
around 100 women athletes including 
upcoming wrestlers. Elite women wrestlers 
might have their national camp moved to IG 
Stadium in New Delhi but the facilities, once 
being upgraded keeping them in mind, is now 
being utilised by their male counterparts 
across both styles — freestyle and Greco-
Roman.Be it the 2024 Paris Olympics bronze 
medallist Aman Sehrawat or world No. 1 in 
65kg weight category Sujeet Kalkal or 
multiple Asian Championships and 2023 
Asian Games medallist Greco-Roman 
wrestler, Sunil Kumar, the cream of Indian 
men's wrestling is at the venue toiling for the 
Asian Games.

Nikhat Zareen's no to 48kg; 
Nitu Ghanghas-Jyoti Gulia in 

trial bout for World 
Championships

Mat-amorphosis: Eyeing 
Asiad medals, men 

wrestlers make Lucknow 
SAI centre their own

Cristiano Ronaldo walked straight 
down the tunnel after Al Nassr lost 1-

0 to Gamba Osaka in the AFC 
Champions League 2 final. The 

Portuguese superstar didn't turn up 
to collect the runners-up medal 

during the presentation.

ZIPL 2026: A Super Sunday with real 
consequence: Punjab Kings must beat 
table-toppers RCB to keep their 
playoff hopes alive in Dharamsala, 
while Rajasthan Royals look to 
rediscover form against a spirited 
Delhi Capitals side in the national 
capital.

 

 

Ronaldo snubs runners-up medal after Al 
Nassr's AFC Champions League 2 final loss

NEWS BOX
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New Delhi,.(Agency) The strike mainly affects employees in NPS and Salary Issues
the workmen category. The union says State Bank of India (SBI) customers may Workers have also raised objections over 
many important decisions are being face major branch disruptions later this the National Pension System (NPS). 
taken without discussing them with month as bank branches could remain They say they do not get the option to 
staff, which weakens employee rights.closed for up to six consecutive days change their pension fund manager, 

due to weekends, employee strike, and AISBISF has submitted 16 demands to while employees in other public sector 
Bakrid holidays.The main reason is a the bank management. These include banks have that flexibility.The union 
two-day nationwide strike planned by issues related to new recruitment, has also complained about salary 
the All India State Bank of India Staff pensions, promotions, salary structure, inequality, saying officers are receiving 
Federation (AISBISF) on May 25 and and better working conditions. special pay benefits while workmen 
May 26, 2026. The union says staff are being left out.One of the major problems is that the 
employees’ issues have been ignored recruitment of messenger and support What customers should do
for a long time and several agreements staff has been put on hold for years To avoid any inconvenience, customers 
h a v e  n o t  b e e n  p r o p e r l y  which has almost wiped out the are advised to complete important 
implemented.Before the strike, banks positions. Employees have also raised branch-related work like cash deposits, 
will already remain closed on May 23 concern over the absence of armed cheque clearance, passbook updates, 
because it is the fourth Saturday and on guards in the branches and have loan  pape rwork  and  accoun t  
May 24 due to Sunday. After that, May demanded for tighter security verification before May 23.However, 
27 and May 28 may also see closures in measures.Also Read: How much online banking, mobile banking, UPI, 
several states because of Bakrid- monthly income will Rs 25 lakh FD ATM withdrawals, and internet 
related holidays. This could result in six generate for Senior Citizen and general banking services are expected to 
straight days of branch disruption for public? Interest rates and other details continue working normally unless 
many customers. explained separately notified by the bank.

US-Iran tensions, crude oil spike, Q4 earnings 
among key factors likely to drive Dalal Street

CNG prices increased in Delhi-NCR 
by Re 1, second hike in 2 days

EPF withdrawals: EPFO to soon launch 
auto-processing of final payment

New Delhi.(Agency)
 A serious illness no longer threatens only health. 

It threatens savings, stability and, for many 
families, financial survival itself.

In private hospitals across India, medical bills 
have risen sharply over the years. A few days in 
intensive care can cost several lakhs. Cancer 
treatment may continue for months. 
Complicated surgeries and prolonged hospital 
stays can leave families scrambling for money 
even after years of careful savings.Insurance 
companies are increasingly selling what 
appears to be the ultimate reassurance: 
unlimited health insurance cover.

In the first part of our series “The Unlimited 
Illusion”, we explain how unlimited health 
insurance policies work, what insurers mean 
by “unlimited”, and why the fine print matters.

The phrase now appears across advertisements, 
insurance websites and policy brochures. 
Some companies market “unlimited 
restoration”, others promise “infinite refill”, 
“100% restore benefit” or “unlimited 
recharge”.The promise sounds too good to be 
true. But for a middle-class family worried 
about rising hospital bills, it offers reassurance 
that even if medical expenses become 
extraordinarily high, the insurance cover will 
not run out.But insurance contracts rarely 
work in such straightforward terms.

An experienced insurance agent working with 
some of the country’s leading insurance 
companies said, on condition of anonymity, 
that unlimited health insurance remains a 
“tricky” and somewhat controversial subject 
within the industry.“Most people think 
unlimited means there is absolutely no upper 
limit on claims,” he said. “That is how these 
products are often understood — and 
sometimes how they are marketed. But 
insurance policies do not always work in such 
straightforward terms.”According to him, 
much depends on how the insurance product is 
structured, advertised and ultimately 
interpreted during claims.

“Very few people actually read the fine print,” he 
added.In the coming parts of this series, we 
will speak to more insurance agents, industry 
experts and insurance companies to better 
understand how these products are marketed, 
sold and interpreted during claims.

Is unlimited health insurance cover a myth?
In most cases, “unlimited” does not mean the 

company will pay unlimited medical expenses 
without conditions. What insurers usually 
offer is repeated restoration of the insured 
amount during a policy year.That distinction is 
important.

BUSINESS

The illusion of  unlimited 
health insurance

may emerge alongside the weekly present a proposal regarding maritime New Delhi.(Agency)
swing low,” an analyst stated. traffic management through the  Indian benchmark indices Sensex and 

strategically important Strait of “A decisive breakdown below this range Nifty snapped their two-session 
Hormuz.Any disruption in the region could drag the index toward the 23,000 winning streak on Friday amid profit 
could significantly impact global crude Put wall, which remains the strongest booking triggered by weak global cues, 
oil supply and increase volatility across OI-based support zone for now,” as per rising crude oil prices, and continued 
financial markets.the analyst.Market sentiment remained pressure on the Indian rupee.  

Crude oil prices surged more than 3 Investors are now expected to 
per cent on Friday after comments closely track geopolitical 
from US President Donald Trump developments in the Middle 
and Iran’s foreign minister East, oil price movement, 
dampened hopes of a near-term ongoing corporate earnings, and 
agreement aimed at stopping currency fluctuations in the 
attacks and seizures of ships near coming week.The 30-share 
the Strait of Hormuz.Investors will Sensex declined 161 points, or 
also keep a close watch on the 0.21 per cent, to settle at 
ongoing Q4 FY26 earnings 75,237.99, while the Nifty fell 46 
season. More than 500 companies points, or 0.19 per cent, to close 
are scheduled to announce their at 23,643.50.Commenting on the 
financial results for the quarter technical outlook, experts said 
ended March 2026 during the that 23,800 now acts as the 
upcoming week.Apart from immediate resistance level, cautious due to escalating concerns 

domestic triggers, global market trends, followed by the crucial 24,000 surrounding the prolonged conflict 
foreign institutional investor activity, psychological zone where Call OI involving the US and Iran.
and developments in the US bond concentration remains significantly The geopolitical standoff has entered its 
market are also expected to influence high.“On the downside, 23,500 acts as third month with no breakthrough in 
trading sentiment on Dalal Street in the the immediate support, followed by negotiations so far. In the latest 
week ahead.23,300 where fresh buying demand development, Iran said it will soon 

New Delhi,.(Agency)

Vodafone Idea has rung in consolidated net profit of 
Rs 51,970 crore for the Jan-March quarter (Q4), for 
the first tome in six years. The telecom operator 
posted a loss of Rs 7,167 crore in Q4FY25. 
Vodafone Idea reported an operating loss of about 
Rs 5,515 crore for the Q4FY26 period and Rs 
24,059 crore for the entire FY26 before exceptional 
items comprising relief on adjusted gross revenue, 
revealed data from the statutory filing by the 
company. The consolidated revenue from 
operations went up by about 3% to Rs 11,332 crore 
during Q4FY26 against Rs 11,229 crore in 
Q$FY25. The company posted a profit of Rs 34,552 
crore in FY26 against a loss of Rs 27,384 crore in 
FY25. Though the apparent doom significantly 
dispelled following relief in statutory liabilities, the 
company sill has a long way to go in terms of getting 
back into shape.

Deferred payment obligation
The deferred payment obligation against the telecom 

operator stood at Rs 1,27,360 crore towards 
spectrum and Rs 25,254 crore towards AGR as on 
March 31, 2026. The management said in the 
statutory filing that the instalment payable against 
deferred payment obligations on Vi, is Rs 7,076 
crore by the end of the current financial year.

Reports said that Vodafone reported stabilisation of 
customer base after years with net addition of 
monthly subscribers since February. The total 
subscriber base of the Kumarmangalam Birla-led 
company stood at 19.28 crore at the end of Q4FY26. 
Average revenue per user or ARPU went up to Rs 
190 in the Jan-March quarter. Though it was the 
lowest in absolute terms among the telecom 
operators, in percentage terms the growth of 8.3% 
(Y-o-Y) was the highest in the sector.

Plan to raise funds
According to the structure of the instrument, 25% of 

the warrant exercise price shall be payable at the 
time of subscription of warrants. The balance 75% 
shall be payable at the time of exercise of the right 
attached to warrant to subscribe to equity shares. 
Incidentally, Kumar Mangalam Birla’s appointment 
for the second time as non-executive chairman 
came following the government’s adjustment of 
gross revenue liability on Vi by about 27% to Rs 
64,046 crore after reassessing the statutory dues 
from Rs 87,695 crore.

The company has to clear the dues in two sets over 10 
years. Vodafone will need to pay a minimum of Rs 
100 crore every year over four years from FY32 to 
FY35. The remaining amount has to be paid in six 
equal instalments every year from FY36 to Fy41.

NEW YORK.(Agency) 
The Marshall Islands-flagged tanker Symi, an LPG 

carrier transporting nearly 20,000 tonnes of liquid 
propane and butane, has safely docked at Deendayal 
Port in Kandla. The vessel crossed the Strait of 
Hormuz on May 13, marking another crucial 
movement of energy supplies through the key 
maritime route amid the ongoing Middle East crisis. 
The vessel has 21 crew members onboard, with eight 
Ukrainians and 13 Filipinos.Symi was the 11th LPG 
tanker to cross the Strait in the current monitored 
operations. According to officials, these safe 
passages were made possible through close 
coordination between DG Shipping and the 
ministries of external affairs, defence, and 
petroleum and natural gas.These shipments come at 
a time when global energy supplies have been under 
pressure due to the ongoing Middle East conflict. 
India’s crude reserves have shrunk sharply in the 
months as the Strait of Hormuz has continued to see 
disruptions for over 75 days now, with stockpiles 
have dropping by nearly 15%.Data from 
commodities analytics firm Kpler estimates that 
India’s total crude stockpile, including strategic 
petroleum reserves, refinery holdings and 
commercial storage, but excluding pipeline stocks, 
has fallen to 91 million barrels from 107 million 
barrels recorded at the end of February, when the 
conflict began.

SBI branches may remain closed 
for 6 days: Here’s why

Vodafone Idea rings in the 
first profit in six years; to 
raise capital from Singapore

Every retiree in India waits for EPF 
(Employees' Provident Fund) final 
payments. The EPFO has been 
trying to speed up payments for 
final withdrawals as it has done 
with early withdrawals. It could 
cause major relief to retiring 
employees who have to take out 
their corpus in EPF account.

(available) only for advances. Now we automation is achieved, many of these claim settlements has traditionally been 
are going in for auto-settlement of final roadblocks could be removed. Backend one of the major retirement frustrations 
withdrawals,” Ramesh Krishnamurthi, verification processes can be simplified. for salaried workers. Those who find 
Central Provident Fund Commissioner, EPFO has come a long way to shed its themselves suddenly out of jobs — and 
EPFO has said while addressing an image of shedding its fuddy duddy image such incidents are rising nowadays — are 
audience at the ASSOCHAM. As also equally frustrated by these delays in 
things stand now, EPFO allows auto- taking money out from the EPF.Four 
settlement for some withdrawals only. labour codes notified
These are typically up to Rs 5 lakh and On May 8, the new labour codes have been 
pertain to advance withdrawal claims. notified by the government. In his address 
The new plan is to extend the auto- Krishnamurthi said that the next set of 
processing system to final EPF notifications pertaining to EPFO will be 
withdrawals as well. Once this is done published shortly. Under the new 
it will lend speed to the entire exit f ramework,  EPF Scheme 1952,  
process faster and minimise paperwork Employees’ Deposit Linked Insurance 
for salaried employees. Nowadays a lot Scheme 1976 and Employees Pension 
of people change jobs frequently. For Scheme 1995 will be notified again.

New Delhi.(Agency) 
them it will also be smooth if they want “We have not gone in for major changes. We 

 EPFO or The Employees’ Provident Fund 
to take out the corpus accumulated in have tried to integrate all the learnings 

Organisation is going to bring a major 
the EPF account. from the past. We have included all the 

relief to those going to retire from service. 
Delays are common recent central board of trustees approved 

The retirement funds body is taking steps 
Right now a number of employees face decisions, which include simplification of 

to automate final PF withdrawal, which is 
long processing windows, technical the withdrawals and other such reforms, 

likely to cut down delays and expedite and move towards automatic account errors and employer verification delays. including a major overhaul of the 
transfers of funds directly into the bank migration when an employee switches Cases of documentation mismatches are provisions relating to the exempt trust. 
accounts of employees. “We are also jobs and take out money from the EPF also reported when the hour of final Those have been included in the new 
going to initiate, as far as feasible, auto- account before retirement. Delay in EPF withdrawal comes. If the desired level of schemes,” said Krishnamurthi.
sett lement for now…which was 

Silver import crackdown: 
Centre tightens rules on 
white metal — all you 
need to know

Copper prices have risen sharply this year due to supply disruptions at key global mines and strong demand from sectors such as electrification, renewable energy and artificial intelligence-led infrastructure.

20,000-tonne LPG carrier 
Symi arrives in Gujarat after 
crossing Strait of  Hormuz

Kolkata .(Agency)
India has tightened silver imports in a major policy 

move to stop traders from taking advantage of a fresh 
duty gap created after the government raised import 
taxes on precious metals. Once duties on gold and 
silver were increased to 15%, concerns grew that 
lower-duty silver could start entering India through 
Dubai under the India-UAE free trade agreement, 
giving importers a way to avoid the full burden of the 
higher tariff.

To shut that route, the Centre has shifted silver imports 
from the “free” category to “restricted”, which 
means traders will now need government approval 
before bringing silver into the country. The decision, 
announced just days after the duty hike, is part of a 
wider effort to control precious metal inflows, 
protect foreign exchange reserves, and close trade 
loopholes.

New rules for silver imports
On May 16, the Directorate General of Foreign Trade 

(DGFT), through Notification No. 17/2026-27, 
changed silver’s import status from “free” to 
“restricted” with immediate effect. This means 
importers now need a government licence to import 
silver into India. The new rule also covers silver 
alloys mixed with gold and platinum.

CNG will now cost Rs 80.09 per kg in 
Delhi, while consumers in Noida and 
Ghaziabad will pay Rs 88.70 per kg. 
The latest increase comes just two 
days after CNG prices were raised by 
Rs 2 per kg on Friday, resulting in an 
overall hike of Rs 3 per kg.

CNG prices were raised by Rs 2 per kg crude oil prices have surged by more than Assembly elections in key states.
on May 15, taking the cumulative 50 per cent since US-Israeli strikes on The latest price revision came shortly after 
increase in CNG rates to Rs 3 per kg in Iran on February 28 and Tehran’s the elections concluded, with the BJP 
48 hours.The earlier hike had come retaliatory actions disrupted energy flows strengthening its political position by 
alongside an increase in petrol and diesel through the Strait of Hormuz, a crucial winning three of the five poll-bound 
prices across the country. On May 15, states, including West Bengal.
petrol and diesel rates were raised by Rs PETROL, DIESEL AT HIGHEST 
3 per litre for the first time in more than LEVEL SINCE 2022
four years as state-run fuel retailers Petrol and diesel prices are now at their 
began passing on part of the losses highest levels since May 2022. Fuel 
caused by soaring international crude oil rates had largely remained unchanged 
prices amid the ongoing US-Iran since April 2022, barring a one-time 
war.With the revision, petrol in Delhi reduction of Rs 2 per litre in March 
now costs Rs 97.77 per litre, up from Rs 2024 ahead of the Lok Sabha elections.
94.77, while diesel is priced at Rs 90.67 New Delhi,.(Agency) In Mumbai, petrol now costs Rs 106.68 

per litre compared to the earlier Rs 87.67. per litre and diesel Rs 93.14 per litre. In  The prices of Compressed Natural Gas 
Prices vary across states due to Kolkata, petrol prices have risen to Rs (CNG) were increased by Re 1 per kg in 

route for global oil shipments.differences in value-added tax. 108.74 while diesel costs Rs 95.13. Delhi-NCR on Saturday, marking the 
Despite the spike in international crude HORMUZ DISRUPTION BEHIND Chennai has also seen prices increase, second hike in fuel prices this week as 

prices, retail fuel rates in India had PRICE SPIKE with petrol now retailing at Rs 103.67 and rising global crude oil rates continue to 
remained frozen for weeks as the CNG prices were also increased in Mumbai diesel at Rs 95.25 per litre.Industry put pressure on oil marketing companies.
government attempted to shield earlier this week, where the fuel now sources said the latest hikes remain With the latest revision, CNG in Delhi will 
consumers from the immediate impact of costs Rs 84 per kg. However, prices of modest compared to the scale of increase now cost Rs 80.09 per kg, while 
rising energy costs. Opposition parties, piped natural gas supplied to households in global crude prices and that oil consumers in Noida, Greater Noida and 
however, accused the Centre of delaying and domestic LPG cylinders have marketing companies continue to absorb Ghaziabad will pay Rs 88.70 per kg. The 
the price revision due to ongoing remained unchanged for now.Global significant losses.latest increase comes just two days after 



11FILM The Sikh TimesNew Delhi,Monday, 18 May 2026



Simple ways to 

Give your bedroom 
a romantic touch

Considering that we spend a major part of our 
lives in our bedrooms, we should make it one of 
the most comfortable zones in our homes. It 
should be a room that spells romance and 
makes you feel good as soon as you step inside 
— a space that stimulates your senses. So, what 
do you need to make your boudoir a cosy love 
nest? Read on to find out some tips... 
Make it look great 
The way your bedroom is lit, can make or break 
the look you want to create. Interior designer 
Ketki Passi says, "The right kind of lighting can 
help create a romantic ambience." 
Candles can work wonders — they are what 
romance is all about. the mysterious light and 
shadow effect of a candle can give a very 
special aura to your bedroom. Bright, harsh 
bulbs are a big no-no. For the ideal romantic 
look dim, soft lights are key. Use heavy 
curtains to escape the glare of harsh street-

lights. Of course, table and floor lamps are 
indispensable. 
Make it comfortable 
A bed that looks comfortable is a basic essential 
here. Four-poster beds look romantic. Use light 
fabric drapes in pastel shades around the bed to 
get a soft look. When it comes to bedspreads and 
covers, avoid rough and uncomfortable fabrics 
— soft, smooth and comfortable ones like satin, 
silk and very good quality airy cotton are 
essential. Using sexy colours makes your room 
look, well, sexy. Choose bright bold colours like 
red, orange or rust. 
Place plush pillows on the bed of different sizes 
to make it look comfortable and inviting. Two 
large pillows, four medium rectangular pillows 
and around four to five smaller square cushions. 
A fluffy and soft comforter can add to the 
romantic look. 
Prioritise privacy 

Curtains spell romance — pretty, 
flimsy, sheer curtains that sway 
with the breeze, light ones in 
lovely pastel shades that leave 
you feeling calm and relaxed. Of 
course, you should also have 
those heavy drapes to guard your 
privacy. 
Indulge the senses Romance is 
about titillating the senses and 
the sense of smell is important. 
Spraying room freshener is 
passe.
Opt for fragrances
 of incense sticks, scented sachet, 
aromatic candles in lavender, 
vanilla, and camomile etc. Go 
and have fun doing up your 
bedroom! 

Bedroom decor should have a romantic 
essence to it, don't you think? 

How to choose the best

Furniture
Look for furniture that is ample in 

size. To see if the seating space in a 

chair is roomy, park yourself in it. 

Simple ways to The first rule of 

contemporary 

decorating is - lighten 

up! It's not necessary 

to change every room 

or throw out all the 

old furniture, but 

there are lots of ways 

to lighten up and 

freshen up your home 

for a wonderful 

seasonal 

change.

Here are some more easy ways to bring the best of the 
season into your home. Take out any dark accessories 
like velvet pillows, wool throws, and even that dark 
leather club chair and ottoman. Don't worry! You can 
bring them back in when the weather changes.
Nothing brings freshness like a casual decor. Use 
wicker, rush, iron, or painted white garden furniture in 
place of heavy upholstered pieces. Add colourful 
pillows. Sheer, pretty curtains keep a room feeling cool 
and open while offering some privacy. White is always a 
good choice, but don't shy away from some of the new 
citrusy pastels. Subtle colour and texture make a big 
difference to mind and body. Colour choices such as 
white, almond, soft shades of orchid, dusky blue and 
corn silk yellow can turn your bedroom into an oasis of 
calm.
Don't forget to bring the outdoors in. Toss out leggy, 
brown plants that you're trying to nurse. Bring in fresh, 
flowering new ones. Flowers bring freshness into any 
room. Choose your favourite glass vase or colourful 
ceramic jug and keep it full of fresh cut stems from your 
garden, the neighbours, or the flower market. Add fresh 
flowers and plants to your guest room or bedroom. 
Enjoy colourful, cheery, summery new flowered bed 
linens. Layer sheer, frothy fabrics on tables, , as a second 
layer on a bed skirts, and even make a sheer pillow cover 
for a dark pillow. Add a touch of whimsy with 

embroidered sheer fabric.
When you enter a home, the first scent you smell makes a 
significant impact on you. You may quickly formulate 
impressions or opinions about the home, even if you are 
not conscious of this occurring. Make sure you fill your 
own home with inviting and pleasant scents, both for your 
own enjoyment and the enjoyment of guests. Make a 

homemade liquid 
p o t p o u r r i  t o  
simmer on your 
stove top. Revive 
your home and perk 
up your senses with 
homemade liquid 
potpourri. A few 
items from your 
c u p b o a r d  o r  
refrigerator are all 
you need to create an 
aroma that is pleasing. 
Use potpourri in the 
bathroom or bedroom 
to create a mood. 
Potpourri mixes can 
be purchased from 

stores, but you can 
experiment with different 

combinations of fruits and 
spices until you find the 

perfect fragrance for your 
home.

Don't ignore your kitchens. Invest in a kitchen 
chimney, which will keep the heat and smoke of 
cooking out of the home. Kitchens with steel 
partitions instead of wooden ones ensure 
proper ventilation and retard heat and 
dampness. While you may not be able to 
decorate every room in the house, there are 
numerous ways to add flair to your living 
space. Lighten up your colours, 
accessories, and decorate your home 
with less. Pare down, and let the air 
circulate. Now sit back and sip a cool 

pinacolada.

Choose the 
perfect 
colour 

combo for 

Your house

Using the perfect combination for the colour 
story of the walls, floor and ceiling can 
complete a room. Here's how colour changes 
perception...
- For a wider look in your room, use a dark floor 
with pale walls and ceiling.
- When you have a dark floor and ceiling, it 
widens the room and also cuts short the height of 
the room.
- If you want to emphasise the horizontal lines, 
then have dark walls, but keep the floor and 
ceiling light.
- When your floor, ceiling and back wall are 
light, while the other three walls are relatively 
darker, the room will look narrower, deeper and 
higher.
- In order to decrease the depth of space in a 
room, you need to have a dark back wall with 
pale side walls and a pale floor.
- For a basement-like effect, keep the colour of 
the ceiling light. The floor and all four walls of 
your room could be dark.
- If you have a pale and light floor and a similar 
back wall, but dark side walls and ceiling, then 
you could end up creating a tunnel effect in a 
room.
Psst...
If you opt for an all-dark look, the space may 
lose its personality and shape. An all-light floor 
and walls may look spacious, but would give off 
an impersonal aura.

Furniture
Try to lift the chair you like and see how it 
feels. A good quality chair, table, sofa, or 
chaise will have more raw materials 
including springs, frame, and cushion; 
such pieces are usually heavier than 
average quality models.

Observe the finish
The piece should have a rich and deep 
finish or paint that hasn't been applied to 
cover flaws. A translucent finish would 
ideally be even and the wood's grain 
would show through. An opaque finish 
will again have even consistency sans any 
bubbles or remnants of brush strokes. As 
for items made from wicker and rattan, 
they won't have any splinters or loose 
ends, while the weaves will be uniform.

Mind the cushions
The perfect cushion is neat, has well-
defined corners if angular or curves if 
rounded, comes with buttons and 
detailing that are rock solid, and 
inconspicuous seams. Other key 
elements of quality cushions are plump 
contours; a squashed cushion is a sign of 
inadequate stuffing. A cushion that leaks 
feathers has not been properly sewn and 
lined.

Turn the piece over
Lift the furniture or look beneath the 

surface to gauge its construction. Watch out 
for inaccuracies like badly sewn padding 
and loose screws, uneven support, and 
unprotected springs. You can't expect 
perfection since you will be looking at a raw 
sample at the department store but this trick 
will give you an idea about how carefully 
the item was made.

Examine the details
The hallmarks of good quality furniture are 

impeccable sanding and finishing, discreet 
welding, straight welting and details that 
hide hardware. The nuts, screws and bolts 
must be painted in a colour that matches the 
furniture.

Plan by location
It's not enough to find good quality 
furniture. Think about where you will place 
the piece and what it will be surrounded by. 
If your chair is going to sit in front of a 
window, its fabric might fade over time due 
to exposure to the sun. So, buy one that has 
a simple print and few colours. If the table is 
for the study where your boisterous kids 
also solve puzzles, look for one with a 
tough finish.

Freshen up 
your home

Freshen up 
your home
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