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India to have strategic petroleum stock in
UAE. A massive 30 million barrels

New Delhi.(Agency)
= ]
India and the United Arab
Emirates have agreed to
significantly deepen their
energy partnership, with the UAE set

~Calling the UAE an
"important partner in

said the two leaders “welcomed the
conclusion of a Strategic
Collaboration Agreement between
Indian Strategic Petroleum Reserves
Limited and Abu Dhabi National Oil
Company to enhance UAE’s

West Asia.

The two countries also agreed to
work together on setting up strategic
gas reserves in India and welcomed a
separate arrangement between
Indian Oil Corporation and ADNOC

India's energy
security," the MEA

said both sides agreed
to pursue "new
initiatives for a
comprehensive energy
partnership” covering
crude oil, LNG and
LPG supplies.

Petroleum
Ministry of

Mohamed

Hormuz”
tensions. In

to store up to 30 million barrels
of crude oil in India’s Strategic

said on Friday after Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s |
short visit to Abu Dhabi.

The agreement emerged
from wide-
between Prime Minister Modi
and UAE President Sheikh

Nahyan, with both leaders also
stressing the importance of
transit passage and unimpeded
navigation through the Strait of
amid rising regional

Reserve, the
External Affairs

ranging talks

bin Zayed Al

“safe

barrels.”

a statement, the MEA

participation in India’s Strategic
Petroleum Reserves to 30 million

The move is expected to
strengthen India’s energy security at
a time when global crude supplies
remain vulnerable to disruptions in

_, forlong-term LPG supplies.
Calling the UAE an
“important partner in India’s
energy security,” the MEA said
both sides agreed to pursue
“new initiatives for a
comprehensive energy
partnership” covering crude oil,
LNG and LPG supplies.

Beyond energy, the visit also
saw the announcement of USD
5 billion in UAE investments
into India across banking,
infrastructure and finance sectors,
alongside new agreements in
defence, maritime cooperation,
shipbuilding and advanced
computing.

Made-in-India G235 aircraft to fly out soon; used
by US to rescue pilots from Iran

The first India-made C295 is expected to be rolled out from Tata's Vadodara facility soon. The production of the aircraft marks a major shift in India's defence

. manufacturing ecosystem, breaking HAL's decades-long monopoly and signalling the rise of private-sector military aircraft production.

New Delhi.(Agency)

For decades, India's military aircraft
manufacturing revolved around just one state-
run giant, the Hindustan Aeronautics Limited
(HAL). But that equation is beginning to change.
The Airbus C295 military transport aircraft, now
being assembled at Tata Advanced Systems
Limited's (TASL) Final Assembly Line in
Vadodara, is expected to be rolled out soon.

The rollout of the first of the 40 aircraft would
mark a watershed moment in India's private
aerospace sector. This is the first time a private
Indian company has established and
operationalised a full-scale military aircraft
production line, ending the decades-long
monopoly of state-owned HAL in this strategic
sector.

Notably, the C295 is the same aircraft model that
the US Air Force deployed in its combat search-

and-rescue mission to extract pilots from Iran.

A video showing an Airbus C295 aircraft being However, External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar
pulled out of the hangar at Tata Advanced
Systems' facility in Vadodara recently went viral

on social media. However, there has been no
official confirmation from Tata Advanced
Systems, Airbus, or the Indian government
regarding the aircraft's operational readiness or
exactrollout timeline.

had stated in January 2026 that the first "Made in
India" C295 aircraft was expected to roll out
before September this year. The recent viral
video appears to show an early rollout, possibly
indicating that the programme could have
progressed ahead of the announced schedule.
On Friday, Deputy Chief of the Air Staff, Air
Marshal AK Bharti, visited the C295 Final
Assembly Line at TASL, where the first aircraft
is preparing for its maiden tlight. Under the Rs
21,935 crore contract signed in 2021, India is
acquiring 56 C295s for the Indian Air Force
(IAF) — the aircraft's largest fleet globally.
While the initial 16 arrived in fly-away
condition from Spain, the remaining 40 are
being manufactured domestically, with over
85% of structural work and final assembly
performed in India. This includes production of
13,000 detail parts and sub-assemblies.

Depressed over NEET exam cancellation, 22-
year-old student dies by suicide in Sikar

Pradeep Meghwal, a NEET aspirant, had appeared for the May 3 exam which was cancelled

after a paper leak. His family said that he was under severe mental stress post the cancellation.

Jaipur.(Agency)

A 22-year-old NEET aspirant allegedly died by
suicide in Rajasthan’s Sikar on Friday, days after
the National Testing Agency (NTA) cancelled
the May 3 NEET-UG 2026 examination over a
paper leak. The incident came on the same day
the government announced June 21 as the date
for the re-examination, even as a CBI probe into
the leak continues. The student’s family has
linked his death to distress caused by the
cancellation of the exam in which they said he
was expected to score well.

The victim was identified as Pradeep Meghwal, a
resident of Rajasthan’s Jhunjhunu district.
Police said he had been living in arented room in
Sikar’s Jaldhari Nagar area along with his sisters

Head of criminals: BG

o

New Delhi.(Agency)

and had been preparing for NEET for the past
three years. According to Udyog Nagar SHO

Rajesh Kumar, Pradeep allegedly hanged

himself from a ceiling fan using a scarf

is the "head of criminals" and

belonging to his sister.

"At the time of the incident, one sister had gone
for coaching classes while another was in the
bathroom.

His sister later found him hanging, brought him
down, and informed the landlord and police,"
he said. "The body has been kept in the
mortuary at SK Hospital. Postmortem has not
yet been conducted".

Pradeep’s father, Rajesh Kumar Meghwal, told
police that his son had performed well in the
May 3 exam and was expected to score around
650 out of 720 marks. He said the family had

been hopeful that Pradeep would secure
admission to a medical college this year after
years of preparation.

Bihar: Samrat Choudhary
govt's first 30 days bring reform
push, execution challenge

Patna.(Agency)

One month after Samrat Choudhary took oath as Bihar Chief
Minister on April 15, his government has moved quickly to
announce a series of decisions aimed at improving infrastructure,
education, public services, women’s safety and law and order
across the state. The first 30 days of the government have been
marked by policy announcements and administrative reforms,
though the real test will lie in effective implementation and delivery
on the ground.

Among tihi e
government’s major
development
initiatives is a plan to
build 11 satellite
townships across 10
districts of Bihar. The
proposed townships
are expected to
include planned
residential zones, commercial markets, wider roads, parks and
green spaces, with the aim of easing pressure on existing urban
centres while improving living standards.

In an effort to strengthen women’s safety, the government has
introduced the Police Didi scheme. Under the initiative, 1,500
scooters will be purchased for women police personnel who will
patrol areas near schools and colleges to prevent harassment and
crimes against women.

FIR against Abhishek Banerjee

over provocative' poll speeches
a—

Police have registered an FIR against Abhishek Banerjee over
alleged provocative election speeches. The case follows a
complaint alleging inflammatory remarks and a threat to
Amit Shah.

New Delhi.(Agency)

An FIR has been registered against Abhishek Banerjee at the
Bidhannagar Cyber Crime Police Station over alleged provocative
speeches made during the 2026 West Bengal Assembly election
campaign.

According to the FIR, social activist Rajib Sarkar filed the complaint
on May 5, a day after the election results were announced. Sarkar
lodged the complaint at Baguiati Police Station and alleged that
Abhishek Banerjee made inflammatory remarks during multiple
campaign events held between April 27 and May 3.

The complaint alleged that the speeches promoted enmity, disturbed
public tranquillity and included threats directed at Union Home

Minister Amit Shah.

Sarkar also

submitted links to

several speeches as
part of the complaint.

Police registered the

FIR on May 15 at

2.45 pm at the

Bidhannagar Cyber

Crime Police Station.

The case was filed

under Sections 192,

196, 351(2) and

353(1)(c) of the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS), along with Sections 123(2) and
125 of the Representation of the People Act.

The FIR said that the speeches allegedly contained provocative,
threatening and inflammatory content capable of creating public
disorder and disturbing communal harmony. Police also alleged
that the accused used aggressive language against opposition
workers during public events. Sub-Inspector Somnath Singha Roy
has been directed to take up the investigation.

Talking about the FIR, BJP leader and Minister of Panchayat and
Rural Development, Dilip Ghosh, said,"Mamata Banerjee,

-
A‘.‘

Abhishek Banerjee and their leaders have acted tyrannically.
People did not complain at that time because of fear However, they
are now ready to complain, and the police are ready to act on it, so
justice will be served.”

Kar victim's mother slams
Mamata Banerjee after cops' suspensions

Samajwadi Party (SP) president
Akhilesh Yadav demanded on
Saturday that elections in India be
held through ballot papers and
appealedforms government,” he
added.

The mother of the RG Kar Medical
College rape and murder victim,
now BJP MLA Ratna Debnath,
launched a blistering attack on

«After three officers
were suspended in
the RG Kar Medical
College and Hospital
case, Ratna Debnath
renewed attacks on

Mamata Banerjee as

. former West Bengal chief minister
the fumllv sougﬂ Mamata Banerjee after the new
more arrests and state government suspended three

senior police officers over alleged
The r?l'..ue mishandling of the case. Debnath,
intensified. MLA from Panihati, said Banerjee

claimed that if she is jailed, the
truth behind the case and the
identities of others involved
would come out.

Speaking to reporters after the
suspensions, Debnath alleged
a larger conspiracy behind the
crime and the subsequent
investigation. "There are many
criminals, and the head of them
is Mamata Banerjee. If she is
caught and jailed, then the
names of all the criminals will come
out," news agency ANI quoted her
as saying.

“The people who had dinner with my

daughter that night have not been
investigated yet. Only the principal
isin jail," she added.

The remarks come a day after West
Bengal Chief Minister Suvendu

Adhikari announced
disciplinary action against
former Kolkata Police
Commissioner Vineet
Kumar Goyal, former
Deputy Commissioner of
Police (North) Abhishek
Gupta and Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(Central) Indira Mukherjee
over alleged lapses in the
investigation into the
August 2024 rape and
murder at RG Kar Medical College
and Hospital.

The state government has also
ordered departmental proceedings

against the officers.

Ratna Debnath also directly accused
the Trinamool Congress president
and senior health officials of being
responsible for the incident.

"College authorities, including
Mamata Banerjee, are responsible
for this incident. Also, our then
Health Secretary Narayanswaroop
Nigam is also involved in the
murder of my daughter," she
alleged.

Her husband, Sekharranjan
Debnath, echoed the accusations,
alleging that the case was
deliberately covered up from the
beginning.
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Man strangled after
confronting neighbour over

daughter’s harassment in
Faridabad

GURGAON.(Agency)

A 50-year-old man was allegedly murdered by his
neighbour in Faridabad on Thursday after he objected to
the harassment of his daughter. The accused allegedly
strangled the victim and dumped the body in a forest
area, police said, adding that he has been arrested.

The victim, Mukesh Kumar, a native of Meerut in UP,
lived with his family in a rented house in Faridabad’s
Thakur Mohalla area near Sarang Chowk and worked at
a private company.According to the victim’s family, the
accused, Karan, lived nearby on rent and had allegedly
been harassing Mukesh’s daughter for a long time. They
alleged that he would stop her on the way and harass her
despite repeated objections from the family and other
residents.Police said the situation escalated on
Thursday when the accused allegedly created a
disturbance outside the family’s house. Mukesh and
some neighbours tried to calm him down, but an
argument broke out during which the accused allegedly
abused and misbehaved with people before leaving the

Police said Karan returned between 4pm and Spm and
allegedly called Mukesh outside on the pretext of
settling the dispute through conversation. Mukesh left
with him but did not return home. As the night
progressed, family members began searching for him.
Neighbours informed them that Mukesh was last seen
with Karan.When confronted, the accused allegedly
avoided answering questions, following which the
family approached the police. During interrogation, the
accused allegedly confessed to strangling Mukesh and
dumping the body in a forest area, police said.

Acting on his statement, police recovered the body around
2am from a forest stretch between Nangla and Nekpur.
“A murder case has been registered against the accused.
He is being questioned and further investigation is
underway,” police spokesperson Yashpal Singh said.

Chief census officer warns of
strict action against
negligence in survey work

Ghaziabad.(Agency)

MCG commissioner and chief census officer Pradeep
Dahiya on Friday warned against negligence in census
duties, saying laxity and delays could lead to action
against employees.During a review meeting at the MCG
office, Dahiya went over the progress of field surveys,
employee attendance and pace of the exercise. He
instructed departments to register FIRs against
employees found not adhering to deadlines and urged
the field staff to conduct census duties with “full
responsibility and seriousness.” The official has sought
regular progress reports to help formulate frameworks
for more such projects in the future.Joint commissioners
have been told to conduct regular inspections and visit
sites to assess the status of the census operations,
stressing that the inspections should focus on the quality
of work, employee attendance and communication with
residents.Recently, MCG recommended filing FIRs
against 13 employees under Section 11 of the Census
Act, 1948, for performing their duties negligently and
remaining absent from training programmes.

Under provisions of this act, if any person refuses to
conduct census duties or obstructs govt work, punitive
action can be taken against them. If found guilty, the
concerned person may also be sentenced to
imprisonment extendable up to 3 years.

Fire guts record room at
Faridabad govt school, files
destroyed

Faridabad.(Agency)

A fire broke out in the record room of a govt school in
Faridabad on Thursday, destroying several documents
and damaging furniture and equipment stored inside.

The incident took place at Govt Model Sanskriti Senior
Secondary School in Nangla Gujran area. Fire
department officials said smoke was noticed coming
from the record room during school hours, following
which they were alerted.

Firefighters reached the spot and controlled the blaze
before it could spread to classrooms and other parts of
the building. No injuries were reported.

School authorities said old admission records, students’
transfer certificates, attendance registers, examination-
related files, salary records, service books and other
administrative documents were destroyed in the fire.
Chairs, tables, cupboards and electronic items kept in
the room were also damaged.Officials said preliminary
investigation suggests the fire may have been caused by
a short circuit, though the exact cause is yet to be
confirmed. “Most of the material stored in the room
consisted of paper files, due to which the fire spread
rapidly,” an official said.

Officials from the education department visited the
school to assess the extent of the damage and verify
whether backup copies of the records were available.
Staff members were seen sorting through partially burnt
files and documents after the fire was brought under
control.The incident has raised concerns over fire
safety arrangements and the storage of records in govt
schools. Residents said schools should conduct regular
inspections of electrical wiring and ensure proper fire
safety systems are in place. “Important documents
should be digitised and stored safely so that such losses
can be prevented in future,” aresident said.

‘Operation Lagam’: Haryana Police targets
social media hooliganism, road rowdies

GURGAON.(Agency)

Palwal Police on Friday launched a
crackdown on gangster-style social
media content and reckless road
behaviour under a district-wide
campaign titled “Operation Lagam — Na
Reel Mein Gundagardi, Na Road Par
Manmani”, registering FIRs in six cases,
counselling dozens of social media users
and taking action against more than
8,000 traffic violators in the past 40
days.According to DSP Traffic Manoj
Verma, the campaign has been launched
under the direction of SP Nitish Agarwal
to curb hooliganism on roads, online
glorification of violence and improve
road safety across the district.

In a major push against road indiscipline,
Palwal Police has constituted five
special teams, including SWAT units, to
crack down on stunt driving, rash
behaviour and traffic violations. Police
said stringent action is also being taken
at police station and police post

levels.Data shared by the
district police revealed that
action has been taken against
8,050 violators for offences
including drunk driving, illegal
red-blue lights, black films, ¢
pressure horns, modified
“bullet pataka” silencers and
driving without number plates.
The violations included 872 cases
of drink-and-drive, 2,238
challans for black films, 27
cases involving illegal red-blue
lights, 209 modified silencers,
2,469 vehicles without number
plates, 2,021 without prescribed
pattern number plates and 214 [
pressure horn violations.The
campaign has also intensified its focus
on social media platforms where videos
promoting gangster culture, weapon
display and intimidation tactics are being
circulated.Police said a dedicated Social
Media Monitoring Cell has been

constituted for 24x7 surveillance of
objectionable online content. So far,
FIRs have been registered in six cases
related to promotion of gangster culture
and weapon flashing on social media.
Around 38 social media users were

Breaking point: City will need Rs 3,500
crore to keep pace with its growth

Gurgaon.(Agency)
The city’s breakneck growth is now
colliding with the limits of its civic
backbone.As new housing clusters rise,
vehicle numbers swell and denser
construction reshapes neighbourhoods,
officials have estimated that the city will
need nearly Rs 3,499 crore over the next
five years to build infrastructure capable
of supporting its expanding population.
The pressure is already visible — from
waterlogged roads in the monsoon and
overflowing garbage to traffic snarls,
parking chaos, sewer overflows and
erratic water supply in several colonies.
The estimate, shared by officials in the
department of town and country planning
(DTCP), lays bare the scale of the
challenge. Of the projected requirement,
Rs 1,083 crore is expected to go towards
strengthening the master sewerage
network, nearly Rs 374 crore towards
expanding and improving water supply,
and Rs 2,041 crore towards road
infrastructure and traffic management.
The city’s civic capacity has come under
renewed scrutiny after the govt’s stilt-

plus-four policy was challenged in high
court. Officials said vertical growth and
four-floor housing, especially in licensed
colonies and residential sectors, have
sharply increased population density in

areas where infrastructure was originally
designed for far fewer residents.

“The demand for infrastructure upgrades
has risen significantly in many parts of the
city. Road widening, sewer augmentation
and traffic management projects are being
planned with future growth in mind,” a

DTCP official said.The strain is most
acute in fast-growing belts such as
Southern Peripheral Road, Golf Course
Extension Road and sectors 58 to 115,
where residential development has
accelerated. Officials said these areas
will need substantial support through
new sewer lines, upgraded water
systems and road reconstruction.“These
sectors have been seeing rapid
residential growth. Infrastructure
planning is being aligned with projected
demand,” the official said.Several such
projects are already underway, including
flyovers, underpasses, junction
redesign, internal road widening and
other measures to ease congestion on
key corridors. DTCP officials said
GMDA has spent more than Rs 493 crore
on road strengthening and traffic
management works since 2021-22, while
projects worth nearly Rs 175 crore are
proposed in the next phase.Even so,
residents across several colonies continue
to flag worsening congestion, inadequate
parking, sewer overflow and irregular
water supply during peak demand.

House listing starts in only 72%
of Gurgaon census blocks

Noida.(Agency)

Fifteen days into the census exercise,
house-listing work has started in only
3,427 of Gurgaon’s 4,756 blocks, with
officials attributing the slow progress
largely to lack of cooperation from
residents in several areas.The house-
listing phase of the census is scheduled to
conclude on May 30.Officials said the
administration is closely monitoring
progress and has set up a control room to
assist enumerators facing difficulties
during field visits. Enumerators,
particularly in upscale localities, have
reported challenges in conducting
surveys and collecting information.

Deputy commissioner Uttam Singh said the
census exercise is being carried out “with
full responsibility and in an organised

manner”.

has begun in 87% of areas.

“All charge officers are regularly visiting Among other regions, Sohna tehsil has

the field to inspect house-listing work.
Officers are interacting with enumerators
in various areas to review survey progress
and issue necessary directions,” he said.

He added that both the pace and quality of
the exercise are being continuously

reviewed to ensure timely completion.

The DC also appealed to RWAs and

residents to cooperate with enumerators
and provide accurate information,

stressing that the census plays akey role in

national planning and development.
According to the latest progress report,

work has commenced in 73% of areas in

MCG Gurgaon zone 1, 48% in zone 2,

58% in zone 3, and 75% in zone 4. In
Manesar Municipal Corporation, work

recorded 94% coverage, while Sohna
MCI stands at 77%. Pataudi tehsil and
Pataudi Mandi MCI have each reached
99%, while Manesar tehsil has also
achieved 99% coverage. Wazirabad tehsil
is currently leading, with work initiated
across all areas.Farrukhnagar tehsil has

counselled, while nearly
1,000 objectionable reels
and posts were
deleted.Officials said
several users voluntarily
removed such videos
during counselling
sessions after being warned
about legal consequences
and the negative influence
such content could have on
youngsters.SP Nitish
Agarwal issued a stern
warning, saying Palwal
Police would not tolerate
any attempt to spread fear
or glorify violence through
social media or public
behaviour.“Any person
displaying weapons, showing firing
scenes or spreading fear on Instagram,
Facebook or any other platform will not
be spared. Operation Lagam will
continue relentlessly,” he said.

Arbitration can't stall
statutory action against
illegal construction: SC

Gurgaon.(Agency)

Supreme Court on Thursday questioned the

relief granted to parties accused of
unauthorised construction on disputed
land in Gurgaon, observing that
arbitration proceedings between private
parties could not stall statutory action
against illegal structures.The case
concerns a l.4-acre land parcel in
Chakkarpur village, where it was alleged
that there had been illegal encroachment
and shops built without necessary
approval. The bench was hearing a
contempt plea filed against Haryana govt
officials by Rajdarbar Iconic Venture Pvt
Ltd, pertaining to alleged violation of an
SC ruling on Dec 17, 2024. The order had
had laid down a framework to regulate
building construction and ensure
compliance with sanctioned plans.

Abench of Justices J B Pardiwala and Ujjal

Bhuyan oted that Municipal Corporation
Gurgaon had already concluded that the
structures were “absolutely unauthorised
and illegal” and a demolition order had
been issued.The court was informed that
the respondents had challenged the
demolition order before the
commissioner, Gurugram division, under
Section 261(2) of Haryana Municipal
Corporation Act, 1994. The appellate
authority stayed coercive action and
directed maintenance of status quo till
arbitration proceedings between the
parties were completed.The apex court
observed that the arbitral tribunal was
only examining competing claims over
the land and not the legality of the
structures on it. The bench said statutory
authorities were duty-bound to
independently act against illegal
construction under municipal and town
planning laws.“Prima facie, the appellate
authority ought not to have made the
arbitration proceedings one of the
grounds for interfering with the
demolition order,” the bench observed.

recorded 91% coverage and Farrukhnagar The corporation said it was preparing to

MC 96%. Officials said several regions
are nearing full coverage and efforts are
being intensified in the remaining blocks
to complete the exercise swiftly.

The DC has directed enumerators to

immediately begin work in areas where
the exercise has not yet started and warned
that negligence at any level would invite
action as per rules.

challenge the appellate authority’s order
before the Punjab and Haryana HC.

Directing the civic body to “act fast”, the
bench said the HC should examine the
matter expeditiously.SC also directed the
district town planner (enforcement),
Gurgaon, to proceed in accordance with
Haryana Development and Regulation of
Urban Areas Act, 1975, particularly.

Act against builders on groundwater
misuse, CGWA tells UP

NOIDA.(Agency)

Central Groundwater Authority has
asked UP groundwater department to
act against alleged over-extraction
and wastage of groundwater by real
estate developers in Noida, following
a complaint by an environmental
activist.

In a letter to the state department,
CGWA administrator VK Dhaundiyal
said groundwater development and
management in UP was being
regulated by the state and requested its
intervention, asking it to report back
on action taken. The Iletter was
accompanied by the complaints
received by the authority.

Environmental activist Vikrant Tongad
had filed a complaint with the CGWA,
the UP govt, and Noida Authority,
flagging rampant groundwater
extraction at construction sites in
sectors 145 and 153. He said water
being pumped out during basement
excavation was being discharged into
sewage pipelines and drains, accelerating
the decline of the local water table.

“We have been receiving regular
complaints from local villagers, social
activists, and nearby residents about
hundreds of pumps deployed at
construction sites running round the
clock. Despite complaints, no effective

action has been taken by Noida Authority
or the groundwater department,”
Tongad’s complaint stated.

Earlier this week, the state groundwater
department had separately directed the
Gautam Buddh Nagar district magistrate
to act against groundwater wastage in
Greater Noida.

While acknowledging that de-watering was

necessary for basement construction,
Tongad told TOI that builders should
restrict excavation depth once water
aquifers are reached rather than
continuing to pump out and drain the
water. He also noted that the National
Green Tribunal has prohibited the use of

groundwater in construction projects,
requiring builders to use treated water
from sewage treatment plants instead.
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Gang of fake police officers busted, 2 held

The Sikh Times

New Delhi: The Delhi Police claimed
to have busted a gang of fake police offi-
cers and recovered Rs 33.50 lakh in cash
from their possession. Two persons have
been arrested and a juvenile has been
apprehended, officials said on Monday.
The accused allegedly posed as police
officials, intercepted a person and fled
with a bag containing cash after threaten-
ing and deceiving him. The incident came
to light on Saturday when complainant
Savaram, a resident of Sirohi district in
Rajasthan, approached the Mangolpuri
police station. The complainant stated
that he had come to Pitampura along with
his friend with cash handed over by his
employer. When they got down from an
auto near the Vardhman Plaza bus stand
and started walking towards Tarun
Enclave, two men claiming to be police
officers stopped them. The police said the
accused allegedly interrogated the com-
plainant, took away his bag containing
cash. They told him to wait as “senior offi-
cers” were also arriving there, before
fleeing on a motorcycle with the money.
The complainant managed to note down
some numerals of the motorcycle regis-
tration number. Initially, the complainant
informed the police that the bag con-
tained Rs 9 lakh. During further question-
ing, he stated that he concealed the figure
earlier out of fear out and the bag actual-

ly contained Rs 50 lakh. His supplemen-
tary statement was later recorded.
Following the complaint, the police regis-
tered a case under Sections 204, 319(2),
318(4) and 3(5) of the Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita (BNS) at the Mangolpuri police
station and launched an investigation.
Based on inputs from informers, the

police conducted an operation on May 10
and apprehended three persons identi-
fied as Vinay, intercepted a person and
fled with a bag containing cash after
threatening and deceiving him. The inci-

Man arrested for abducting,
assaulting Excise official

New Delhi: The police
have arrested a man want-
ed in connection with the
kidnapping and assault of
an on-duty Delhi Excise

Department staffer, offi-
cials said on Tuesday. The
accused, Sahab Singh
(34), was nabbed from the
Dhaula Kuan area, they
said. A case was regis-
tered at the Shalimar
Bagh police station under
various sections of the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita
(BNS) on February 23. In
the complaint, it was

Mob attacks

alleged that Sahab Singh
and his associates alleged-
ly assaulted and forcibly
abducted the Excise
Department staffer while

he was performing official
duties on the intervening
night of February 22 and
23. The police said the vic-
tim was allegedly taken in
a car to Bahalgarh in
Haryana, where he was
further assaulted. During
investigation, three per-
sons were arrested, while
Sahab Singh remained
absconding. On Monday,

Ghamroj toll

plaza, six injured
Gurugram: A minor dispute at the Ghamroj toll plaza
near Sohna escalated into violence on Tuesday morning
when more than 10 youths vandalised the toll office and
assaulted employees. Six toll workers were injured in
the attack. The police registered an FIR against the
accused at Bhondsi police station. The injured workers

were first taken
by AR TR ..

4

to Sohna Civil Hospital and later

referred to Gurugram after receiving first aid. CCTV

‘g

cameras installed at the toll plaza captured the incident.
According to the police, the incident took place around
11 am when a man from Sohna was travelling to
Gurugram by car. A dispute reportedly broke out with a
security guard over parking while he was trying to
obtain a monthly toll pass. The police said the man later
informed his relatives, following which a group attacked
the toll plaza. Half a dozen toll workers suffered serious
injuries in the clash, while the attackers also vandalised
the toll office. CCTV footage reportedly shows the
accused carrying sticks, damaging the office and
assaulting toll workers. “Following the complaint of an
injured toll worker, an FIR has been registered under
relevant sections against unknown accused. We are
investigating the matter and trying to identify the
accused with the help of CCTV footage. The accused
will be arrested soon,” said Inspector Surender Singh,
SHO of Bhondsi police station.

Rapido rider, passenger die in
Gurugram road mishap

Gurugram: The police said the deceased were identi-
fied as Rohit Kumar Gupta (29), a resident of Lucknow,
and Jaipal (24), a native of Auraiya in Uttar Pradesh.
Rohit lived as a tenant in Shanti Vihar, Sector 95, and
worked at a Delhi-based private company. Rohit had
booked a Rapido bike to travel to his office on Tuesday
morning. He was traveling from Sector 95 to Delhi with
bike rider Jaipal. When they crossed the Sati Chowk, a
truck coming from behind hit their bike. They fell onto
the road and suffered serious injuries. Passersby rushed
them to a private hospital in Sector 90, where Rohit and
later Jaipal succumbed to their injuries. Rohit's father
Vinod Kumar Gupta reached Gurugram from Lucknow
on Tuesday and filed a complaint with the police, alleg-
ing negligence on part of the truck driver. The police
handed over the bodies to the family members after
autopsy. “A case was registered against the unidentified
truck driver at the Kherki Daula police station.

Constable Naveen Kumar
got a tip-off regarding the
movement of the accused
from Dhaula Kuan
towards Khatu Shyam.
Acting on the input, the
police laid a trap near the
Dhaula Kuan bus stand
and arrested the accused
around 10:30 am, said
Deputy Commissioner of
Police (Crime Branch)
Aditya Gautam. During
investigation, the police
found that Sahab Singh
played an active role in
assaulting and abducting
the complainant, along
with his associates. The
victim was allegedly taken
to a liquor warehouse in
Bahalgarh where the
assault continued, Gautam
mentioned. The police fur-
ther stated that Sahab
Singh is a habitual offend-
er with involvement in five
criminal cases registered
in Delhi and Haryana. His
criminal record reportedly
includes cases related to
human trafficking, rape,
kidnapping, assault, and
excise violations. The
accused was produced
before a court which sent
him to judicial custody,
the DCP said.

NAME CHANGE

I, ABDUL TAWWAB S/O Shri Abdul
Rehman Resident of House No. C-16,
Abhimanyu Gali, Near Babu Ram
Chowk, Arjun Mohalla, Moujpur, Delhi-
110053 have changed my name
ABDUL TAUWAB to ABDUL TAWWAB
for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
1, SIDDHARATH RANA S/O BHAG-
WAN RANA residing at H NO-1074,
SIRASPUR, DELHI-110042 have
changed my name to SIDDHARTH
RANA for all future purpose.

dent came to light on Saturday when
complainant Savaram, a resident of Sirohi
district in Rajasthan, approached the
Mangolpuri police station. The com-
plainant stated that he hadalias Monty
(20), Kuldeep (30), both residents of
Sonipat, Haryana, and one juvenile from
Gohana, Sonipat district. During the oper-

ation, the police recovere

d Rs 33.50 lakh
in cash, two iPhones allegedly purchased
with the stolen money, the bag used for
carrying the cash and the motorcycle
used in the crime. The police said efforts

s

were underway to arrest other accused
involved in the case and recover the
remaining amount.
Faridabad man Kkills 6-yr-old
son, dies by suicide
Faridabad: A father allegedly strangled
his six-year-old son to death, tied the boy’s
body to his chest and then hanged himself
in Dayalpur village, Faridabad. The police
said preliminary investigations pointed to
the father’s gambling and alcohol addic-
tion, compounded by financial difficulties.
The deceased were identified as Sagar, 32
and his son Lakshit, 6, both residents of
Dayalpur village. Sagar, a gambling and
alcohol addict, lived alone in the family
home after his wife moved to neighbour-
ing Machhagar village with Lakshit and
her inlaws. On Sunday, Sagar went to
Machhagar and brought Lakshit back to
Dayalpur. That night, he strangled the boy
to death, tied the body to his chest and
hanged himself from a ceiling fan. A neigh-
bour discovered the bodies. “On Sunday,
Sagar brought Lakshit back to the village
at 12.00 pm. Around 3.00 pm, I could hear
Lakshit playing and jumping, but then the
sounds stopped,” the neighbour said.
Police took custody of the bodies and sent
them for post-mortem examination. A sen-
ior officer said Sagar appeared to have
taken the extreme step due to loneliness
and financial difficulties, though the mat-
ter remains under investigation.

Speeding vehicle crushes BSF
soldier to death in Gurugram

Gurugram: A BSF soldier was crushed to death by a
speeding vehicle in front of the 95th Battalion BSF cam-
pus in the Bhondsi area on Tuesday night. An FIR was
registered against the driver, who fled away with the

vehicle. According to the
police, the deceased was
identified as Sepoy
Ravinder, a resident of
Najafgarh in Delhi. He
was posted with the 31st
Battalion of the BSE. He
had returned to duty
after completing a 28-day
leave and had to travel
from Delhi to Srinagar
by air courier service, for

which he reported to the 95th Battalion's transit camp
on May 11. At around 10:40 pm, he was crossing the
Sohna-Gurugram road just 200 metres from Gate No 1
of the campus, when an unknown vehicle struck him.
He suffered serious head and chest injuries. A civilian
alerted the sentry posted at the gate about the accident.
The battalion's Quick Reaction Team, Adjutant, and
medical staff immediately arrived with an ambulance.
Police from Bhondsi police station also arrived at the
scene. The soldier was immediately taken to the Civil
Hospital in Sector 10, where doctors declared him
brought dead. The medical report stated fatal injuries to
the head and chest. Following the complaint by the com-
mandant office, an FIR was registered against the
unknown vehicle driver at Bhondsi police station. “We
are searching for the unidentified vehicle and its driver
based on a CCTV footage and other evidence from the
area. The accused driver will be arrested soon,” said a

senior police officer.

Education Department issues
show-cause notice to Janakpuri school

The Sikh Times

New Delhi: The
Directorate of Education
(DoE), Delhi

Government, has issued a
show-cause notice to SS
Mota  Singh  Senior
Secondary Model School,
Janakpuri, after allega-
tions that a nursery stu-
dent was allegedly molest-
ed within the school prem-
ises during the school
hours. The notice, issued
by the Deputy Director of
Education (District West-
B), described the matter
as a serious failure on part
of the school administra-
tion to ensure the safety
and security of children.
According to the notice, a
preliminary inquiry con-
ducted by the department
found “prima facie viola-
tions” of the Delhi School
Education Act and Rules
(DSEAR), along with
major lapses in child pro-
tection and campus moni-
toring systems. The
department stated that the
alleged incident “reflects
serious lapses on the part

NAME CHANGE

I, DEEPAK KUMAR VERMA S/O
PARTAP SINGH resident of H.No.16,
Tara Nagar Main Kakrola Road,
Kakrola, South West Delhi, Delhi-
110078 have changed the name of
my minor daughter SHREYA ALIAS
SHREYA VERMA aged 13 vyears,
and she shall hereafter be known as
SHREYA VERMA.

NAME CHANGE

| hitherto known as SAMEERA
SINGH D/O SUDHIR KUMAR
SINGH residing at Flat No.E-1058,
River  Heights, Raj Nagar,
Extension, Tower-15, Ghaziabad,
U.P.-201001, have changed my
name and shall hereafter be known
as SAMEERA SINGH AMETHIA.

NAME CHANGE
| Kapil Kumar Yadav S/o Dinesh
Yadav R/o House No-523 P,
Sector-14,Gurgaon,Haryana-
122001, Have Changed My Name
To Kapil Yadav For All Purpose

NAME CHANGE
I, Sushma D/O Shambu Prasad
Dharmana W/O Vinod Kumar R/O B-6
Police Colony Mandir Marg New Delhi
110001 Have changed my name to
Sushma Badola for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, Pradeep Kumar S/o Prem
Chand R/o D-754/A, Gali No.1,
Ashok Nagar, Shahdara, Delhi-
110093 have changed the name
of my minor son from Arjun to
Arjun Vaidwan.

NAME CHANGE
I, Anupama D/o Pradeep Kumar
R/o D-754/A, Gali No.1, Ashok
Nagar, Shahdara, Delhi-110093
have changed my name to
Anupama Chaudhary.

NAME CHANGE

I, VINOD KUMAR S/O UDAY
SINGH residing at FLAT NO-G-
3/8, NEAR DDA WATER TANK,
SECTOR-4, ROHINI, DELHI-
110085 have changed my name
to VINOD KUMAR KUSHWAHA
for all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
| Manoj Ram S/o Ram Bilash Ram
R/o Flat No-6, Tower-8,Hamelia
Street,IRIS,Vatika City, Sector-49,
Gurgaon, Haryana-122018, Have
Changed My Name To Manoj
Kumar For All Purpose

NAME CHANGE

| Taran Preet Singh Kochhar S/o
Manpreet Singh Kochhar R/o
10C/80 SFS Flats Green View
Appartment Mayapuri Road Hari
Nagar West Delhi-110064 Have
Change My Given Name
Taranpreet Singh and Sumame
Kochhar for all purpose.

NAME CHANGE
| Swaran Kaur Sawhney W/o Prith
Pal Singh R/o 10C/80 SFS Flats
Green View Appartment Mayapuri
Road Hari Nagar West Delhi-
110064 Have Changed My Name
to Swaran Kaur for all purpose.

PUBLIC NOTICE

It is for general information that I,
Rahul Vishwakarma S/o H.P.
Vishvakarma R/o J-4, Ground Floor
Gandhi Market, Mir Dard Road,
Minto Road, Indraprastha, Central
Delhi, Delhi-110002 declare that
name of mine has been wrongly writ-
ten as Rahul Kumar Vishvakarma in
my minor daughter namely Anika
Vishvakarma aged 5 years in his
School Records. The actual name of
mine is Rahul Vishwakarma.

PUBLIC NOTICE

It is for general information that 1
INDU CHAUHAN W/O NARENDER
SINGH CHAUHAN R/O N-129/1, T-
HUTS, KHILONA BAGH DIST
NORTH WEST DELHI-110009
declare that name of mine has been
wrongly written as INDU KANWAR
in my minor son namely HARSH
VARDHAN SINGH CHAUHAN
aged 13 years in his school record
and birth certificate No. MCDOLIR -
2211-005020356. The actual name
of mine is INDU CHAUHAN which
may be amended accordingly

PUBLIC NOTICE

It is for general information that
CHANDER VEER S/O RAM JI LAL
R/O Q-157 Vikas Vihar Uttam Nagar
West Delhi Delhi-110059 declare that
name of mine has been wrongly writ-
ten as CHANDER PAL in my minor
daughter namely KIRTI aged 15 years
in her birth certificate No.MCDOLIR-
0110-004425168. The actual name of|
mine is CHANDER VEER which may
be amended accordingly

of the school administra-
tion, supervisory staff and
management in ensuring
the safety and security of
children entrusted to their

care.” The Education
Department also
observed alleged deficien-
cies in surveillance and
monitoring mechanisms,
including the absence of
CCTV cameras at critical
locations. The notice fur-
ther stated that adequate
safety and preventive

PUBLIC NOTICE

It is for general information that I,
BALJEET SINGH S/o GURCHARAN
SINGH R/o 12/32, Geeta Colony, East
Delhi-110031 declare that name of|
mine, my wife and my minor daughter
has been wrongly written as BAL-
JEET SINGH CHUGH, GURPREET
KAUR CHUGH, JASLEEN KAUR
CHUGH in my minor daughter
JASLEEN KAUR aged 16 years in her
10th class Educational Documents.
The actual name of mine, my wife and
my minor daughter are BALJEET
SINGH, GURPREET KAUR and
JASLEEN KAUR respectively, which
may be amended accordingly.

measures for students
were not in place. Calling
the matter serious, the
department said the
school’s conduct amount-

ed to “gross negligence
and dereliction of duty,
endangering the physical
and psychological safety
of students.” In another
observation, the depart-
ment alleged that nursery
and pre-primary classes
were being run from a
separate private premises
located nearly one km
from the main recognised
campus without approval

NAME CHANGE

I, Sansare Amrut Narayan father of|
No0.4580889H Rank-Hav Name
Sansare Ravindra Amrut residing at
Vill. Deolali Pravara, Tehsil - Rahuri,
District.Ahilyanagar, Maharashtra -
413716 have changed my name
from Sansare Amrut Narayan to
Amrut Narayan Sansare vide affi-
davit dated 15.07.2025 executed
before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE

I, MOGHAL FATHIMA BAIG Wife
of JC-335017L Rank-NB/SUB
Name-MOGHAL ~ MOHAMMAD
BAIG Presently residing at 9-5-5,
ANDHRA RATNA NAGAR, PER-
ALA HIGH SCHOOL, PERALA,
CHIRALA PRAKASAM DISTRICT,
ANDHRA PRADESH-523157,
have changed my name from
MOGHAL FATHIMA BAIG to
FATHIMA SHAIK for all future pur-
poses vide Affidavit dated
16/07/2025 before First Class
Magistrate, Shillong, Meghalaya.

NAME CHANGE

| Jugal Kishor S/o Lila Dhar R/o
H.No-196 S/F, Kh.No-619/21,
Chattar Pur, South Delhi, Delhi-
110074 have changed the name of
my minor daughter namely Krishna
Devi aged 16 years and she shall
hereafter be known as Priya.

NAME CHANGE

| hitherto known as Farman S/o
Akeel Ahmed R/o B 272/27, Gali No
4, Subhash Mohalla North Ghonda,
Garhi Mendu, Bhajan Pura, North
East, Delhi-110053 have changed
my name and shall hereafter be
known as Farman Ahmed.

NAME CHANGE

| hitherto known as Atif S/o Manzoor|
Khan R/o 1/99-C, 4F/F, Gali No-5,
Guru Harkrishan School Wali Gali,
Kabir Nagar, Gokal Pur, North East
Delhi, Delhi-110094 have changed
my name and shall hereafter be
known as Atif Khan.

NAME CHANGE

| hitherto known as Aakash S/o
Makan Singh Rawat R/o 2087/5,
Gali No.20, Prem Nagar Patel
Nagar, Patel Nagar S.O, Central
Delhi, Delhi-110008 have changed
my name and shall hereafter be
known as Akash Rawat.

NAME CHANGE
| hitherto known as Sanam Kumari W/o
Samarjeet Gupta R/o E-400-D, Block-
E, Ashok Nagar, Vasundhra Enclave,
East Delhi, Delhi, Delhi-110096 have
changed my name and shall hereafter
be known as Sonam Sav.

NAME CHANGE

| hitherto known as Laxman Yadav
alias Bhavikshan Yadav S/O Bechan
Yadav R/O Gram Debra, Post Bela,
Thana Babubarhi, Ward No-02,
Bela, PO Bela, Dist Madhubani,
Bihar-847224 have changed my
name and shall hereafter be known
as Bhavikshna Yadav.

NAME CHANGE

I, NO-17007475L Rank-NK Name-
JITENDRA GANGWAR S/O LATE
NIRANJAN LAL GANGWAR R/O
WARD NO-11, MOHALLA
GYASPUR, NEAR BANGALI BABA
MANDIR, BILASPUR, PILIBHIT,
UTTAR PRADESH-262201 have
changed my minor son’s name from
DAKSH GANGWAR to YASH
GANGWAR for all future purposes
vide Affidavit Dated 05/09/2023
before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE

I, NO-17007475L Rank-NK Name-
JITENDRA GANGWAR S/O LATE
NIRANJAN LAL GANGWAR R/O
WARD NO-11, MOHALLA
GYASPUR, NEAR BANGALI BABA
MANDIR, BILASPUR, PILIBHIT,
UTTAR PRADESH-262201 have
changed my minor son’s name from
DAKSH GANGWAR to YASH
GANGWAR for all future purposes
vide Affidavit Dated 05/09/2023
before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, ANITA BANSAL W/O PAWAN
BANSAL residing at B-504, MAYUR-
DHWAJ APARTMENT, I.P EXTN.
EAST DELHI-110092 have Change
my name to ANITA RANI BANSAL for
all future purpose.

PUBLIC NOTICE

| Jyoti pal W/O Sunil Kumar R/O WZ-
125, Village Begumpur, North West
Delhi , -110086.declare that name of
mine has been wrongly written as Jyoti
in my minor Daughter Yashika aged 14
years in her school cords and birth
certificate no MCDOLR09368299 .The
actual my name is Jyoti Pal.

NAME CHANGE

I, PUNNAM DEVI Wife of No-
14913053K  Rank-HAV ~ Name-
NARENDER SINGH R/O C-7, LAXMI
GARDEN, NAJAFGARH, NEW
DELHI-110043 have changed my
name from PUNNAM DEVI to POON-
AM DEVI for all future purposes vide
Affidavit Dated 30/09/2023 before
Executive Magistrate, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE

|, NEETAS DEVI Wife of No-3204848W
Rank-HAV ~ Name-DHARMENDRA
SINGH R/O VILL-BISHUNDAS, PO-
MURSAN, DISTT-HATHRAS, U.P-
204213 have changed my name from
NEETAS DEVI to NITESH DEVI for all
future purposes vide Affidavit Dated
30/09/2023 before Notary Public, Delhi.

from the competent
authorities. It said stu-
dents were allegedly shift-
ed there without permis-
sion, raising concerns
regarding safety, legality
and compliance with edu-
cation norms. The depart-
ment stated that such
actions may amount to
“unauthorised use of unap-
proved premises,” viola-
tion of DDA lease condi-
tions, non-compliance with
fire safety norms and “run-
ning educational activities
from unrecognised prem-
ises.” It also referred to
earlier complaints regard-
ing the school’s adminis-
tration, finances and func-
tioning that allegedly
remained unresolved.
Seeking a response from
the school management,
the Directorate of
Education asked why
action should not be initi-
ated under Rule 24(4) of
the DSEAR, including
takeover of the school’s

management. It has also
sought an explanation on
why recognition should
not be withdrawn and why
a recommendation should
not be made to the Delhi
Development Authority
(DDA) for the cancellation
of land allotment. The
notice has directed the
school to submit complete
records related to the inci-
dent, including CCTV
footage, child safety com-
pliance records, FIR or
police complaint details,
staff duty information, fire
and building safety certifi-
cates and documents relat-
ed to permission for oper-
ating classes outside the
main campus.

NAME CHANGE

1, S VANITHA W/o No. 14838283N
Rank-HAV/MT Name-RAMESH P
R/o VILL-SEDRAMPUTTU, PO-
SEDRAMPUTTU, TEH-POLUR,
DIST-THRUVANNAMALAI, TAMIL
NADU-632315, have changed my
name from S VANITHA to VANITHA
R for all future purposes vide
Affidavit dated 15/07/2025 before
Notary Public, Kupwara.

NAME CHANGE

I, SANJAY KUMAR CHOUDHARY
S/o LATE SH. LAXMAN CHAUD-
HARY Permanent R/o Parsauni
Khirodhar, Sitamarhi, Bihar-843325
and Presently Residing at Plot No.
B-20, Second Floor, Dass Garden,
Baprola Vihar, Najafgarh, New
Delhi-110043. declare that name of|
mine has been wrongly written as
SANJAY CHOUDHARY in my minor
daughter namely  SHIWANGI
CHOUDHARY aged 17 years in her
10th class Marksheet. The actual
name of mine is SANJAY KUMAR
CHOUDHARY, which may be
amended accordingly.

NAME CHANGE

I, SH AUTAR SINGH Father of JC-
413677X Rank-SUB MAJ Name-
BHAGAT SINGH presently residing
at VILL-BILTIYA SUKOLI TALLI,
PO-DHAUNTIYAL, DIST-PAURI
GARHWAL, UTTARAKHAND-
246155 have changed my name
from SH AUTAR SINGH to AVTAR
SINGH for all future purposes vide
affidavit dated 12/03/2024 before
Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE

I, VINOD KUMAR S/O UDAY
SINGH residing at FLAT NO-G-
3/8, NEAR DDA WATER TANK,
SECTOR-4, ROHINI, DELHI-
110085 have changed my name
to VINOD KUMAR KUSHWAHA
for all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE

1, NO-17007475L Rank-NK Name-
JITENDRA GANGWAR S/O LATE
NIRANJAN LAL GANGWAR R/O
WARD NO-11, MOHALLA
GYASPUR, NEAR BANGALI BABA
MANDIR, BILASPUR, PILIBHIT,
UTTAR PRADESH-262201 have
changed my minor son’s name from
DAKSH GANGWAR to YASH
GANGWAR for all future purposes
vide Affidavit Dated 05/09/2023
before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE

I, SANTOSH KUMAR S/O VISHVA
NATH PRASAD residing at PLOT
NO-58&59, FLAT NO-B-2, STREET
NO-5, HAVENS GARDEN MATIALA,
DELHI-110059 have changed my
name to SANTOSH KUMAR GUPTA
for all future purposes

NAME CHANGE

I, Anil Balakrishna Panicker
s/o  Angakattil Narayan
Balakrishna Panicker R/o A-
6/334-A, Janta Flats, Paschim
Vihar, Delhi-110063, have
changed my name to Anil Bala
Panicker permanently.

PUBLIC NOTICE

It is for general information that I,
BALJEET SINGH S/o GURCHARAN
SINGH R/o 12/32, Geeta Colony, East
Delhi-110031 declare that name of
mine, my wife and my minor daughter
has been wrongly written as BAL-
JEET SINGH CHUGH, GURPREET
KAUR CHUGH, JASLEEN KAUR
CHUGH in my minor daughter|
JASLEEN KAUR aged 16 years in her
10th class Educational Documents.
The actual name of mine, my wife and
my minor daughter are BALJEET
SINGH, GURPREET KAUR and
JASLEEN KAUR respectively, which
may be amended accordingly.

PUBLIC NOTICE

It is for general information that I,
NIDHI AGGARWAL YADAV D/o
VIRENDER KUMAR AGGARW-
AL, and Ex. Wife of AMIT YADAV,
R/o H.No E-12, Hauz Khas, South
West Delhi-110016, declare that |
got divorce from my Ex. Husband
AMIT YADAV vide Court Decree
HMA No. 603/2019 dated 30 - 04-
2019, further | have changed my
name and shall hereafter be
known as NIDHI AGGARWAL. |
also have changed the name of
my minor Son namely AAYAN
YADAV, aged 16 years and my
minor daughter namely ARSHIYA
YADAYV, aged 13 years and they
shall hereafter be known as
AAYAN AGGARWAL and
ARSHIYA AGGARWAL respec-
tively, which may be amended
accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
|, Kulsum w/o Rozuddin R/o B-17,
Gali No.3A, Near Mohalla Dilshad
Masjid, Old Mustafabad, Delhi-
110094, have changed my name
to Kulsoom for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
| Swaran Kaur Sawhney W/o Prith
Pal Singh R/o 10C/80 SFS Flats
Green View Appartment Mayapuri
Road Hari Nagar West Delhi-
110064 Have Changed My Name
to Swaran Kaur for all purpose.

NAME CHANGE
| Tajinder Kaur W/o Jaspreet Singh
Baweja R/o 52/43 Ramjas Road
Karol Bagh Delhi -110005 Have
Changed My Name To Tajinder
Kaur Baweja For All Purpose.

NAME CHANGE

| Taran Preet Singh Kochhar S/o
Manpreet Singh Kochhar R/o
10C/80 SFS Flats Green View
Appartment Mayapuri Road Hari
Nagar West Delhi-110064 Have
Change My Given Name
Taranpreet Singh and Sumame
Kochhar for all purpose.

NAME CHANGE

| Sarve Preet Kaur Kochhar W/o
Manpreet Singh Kochhar R/o
10C/80 SFS Flats Green View
Appartment Mayapuri Road Hari
Nagar West Delhi-110064 Have
Change My Given Name
Sarvepreet kaur and Sumame
Kochhar for all purpose.
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NEWS BOX

"Thought He Could Hide":
Trump Says Top ISIS Leader
Abu-Bilal Killed

WASHINGTON. (Agency)

US President Donald Trump said Friday that American
and Nigerian forces had killed a senior Islamic State
group leader."Tonight, at my direction, brave
American forces and the Armed Forces of Nigeria
flawlessly executed a meticulously planned and very
complex mission to eliminate the most active terrorist
in the world from the battlefield," Trump said on
Truth Social. “Abu-Bilal al-Minuki, second in
command of ISIS globally, thought he could hide in
Africa, but little did he know we had sources who
kept us informed on what he was doing," he
added.Al-Minuki had been placed under US
sanctions in 2023 for ties to the Islamic State
group."He will no longer terrorize the people of
Africa, or help plan operations to target Americans,"
Trump said."With his removal, ISIS's global
operation is greatly diminished.”

Boeing Confirms China Is
Buying 200 Planes

world.(Agency)

Aecrospace giant Boeing on Friday confirmed that
China had committed to purchasing 200 aircraft, as
previously announced by US President Donald
Trump during his visit to Beijing."We had a very
successful trip to China and accomplished our major
goal of reopening the China market to orders for
Boeing aircraft," the company, whose CEO Kelly
Ortberg was part of the US delegation to China, said
in a statement."This included an initial commitment
for 200 aircraft and we expect further commitments
will follow after this initial tranche," Boeing said,
thanking the Trump administration "for making this
milestone happen.""We now look forward to
continually addressing China's aircraft demand," it
said.China's last order from Boeing dates back to
2017, when Trump went to Beijing at the start of his
first White House term. At that time, it ordered 300
single-aisle and wide-body planes -- a mega-deal
valued at $37 billion.

On Thursday, Trump had referred to the new Boeing
commitment, telling Fox News host Sean Hannity in
aninterview: " think it was a commitment."

"That's alot of jobs," the president added.

Speaking to reporters aboard Air Force One as he flew
home from China, Trump said the deal included "a
promise of 750 planes, which will be by far the
largest order ever, if they do a good job with the
200."US media have reported for several months that
Beijing was poised to make a major order from
Boeing that would include 500 single-aisle 737
MAXSs and about 100 larger 787 Dreamliners and
777s.

Lil Tjay sparks backlash
after exposing private
messages linked to Kai
Cenat’s ex-girlfriend

World.(Agency)

The latest online drama involving Lil Tjay and Kai
Cenat has once again blurred the line between
entertainment and personal privacy. What began as
subtle tension between two internet personalities
quickly exploded after Lil Tjay briefly posted
screenshots of private messages connected to Cenat’s
former girlfriend, Gigi Alayah.

Although the posts disappeared within hours, the
internet had already captured everything.
Screenshots spread rapidly across X and Instagram,
sparking fierce arguments among fans over whether
the rapper crossed a line or simply added another
chapter to an already public feud.

Lil Tjay sparks backlash after sharing Kai Cenat-
related messages

The controversy began after Lil Tjay uploaded
screenshots of direct messages allegedly involving
Gigi Alayah. Some of the conversations reportedly
dated back several years, while one message from
May 12 read, “Don't just open my shit crazy.”

The deleted uploads instantly triggered heavy criticism
online. Many fans accused the rapper of
unnecessarily dragging private conversations into
public view, especially since Kai Cenat had recently
stepped away from livestreaming following news of
his breakup.Social media reactions became sharply
divided. Some users called the move immature and
attention-seeking, while others defended Lil Tjay’s
right to share interactions tied to ongoing public
tension.The situation intensified because the rapper
and Cenat have exchanged indirect shots before.
Even though neither side publicly escalated the issue
immediately afterward, online communities quickly
turned the incident into another major celebrity
internet debate.At the same time, observers pointed
out that Lil Tjay has remained surrounded by
controversy throughout recent months. Alongside
releasing new music and making talk-show
appearances, the rapper has also been linked to public
disputes involving other artists, including Real
Boston Richey.Kai Cenat remains silent as Lil Tjay
controversy fuels speculationWhile Lil Tjay briefly
controlled the online conversation, Kai Cenat chose
notto respond publicly.
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Israel, Lebanon say extending
ceasefire despite new strikes

WASHINGTON. (Agency)

Israel and Lebanon agreed to extend a

ceasefire and hold expanded talks on a
political settlement, the United States
announced Friday, even as Israel carried
out new strikes that it insists are not subject
to the truce.lsrael has been pounding
Lebanon and invaded its south in response
to fire from Hezbollah, the Iranian-backed
Shia movement that is not part of the
ceasefire diplomacy.Envoys from Israel
and Lebanon's government, which has
struggled to restrain Hezbollah, met for
two days in Washington and said they
would extend the ceasefire that was set to
expire Sunday.The cessation of hostilities
"will be extended by 45 days to enable
further progress," State Department
spokesman Tommy Pigott said.

He said that the State Department would hold

negotiations aimed at reaching a permanent
political agreement on June 2 and 3 and that
the Pentagon would bring together
delegations from the countries' militaries
on May 29.Lebanon's delegation said in a

The United States steadfastly backs Israel,

statement that the ceasefire extension and
opening of military talks would offer
"critical breathing room for our citizens"
with a goal of "lasting stability."In an
implicit rebuke to Hezbollah, Lebanese
Prime Minister Nawaf Salam told an NGO
dinner in Beirut that his country has had
"enough of these reckless adventures
serving foreign projects or interests."

The latest brought "a war we did not choose

but was forced upon us, which led to
Israel occupying 68 towns and villages,"
he said.

with which it launched attacks on Iran on
February 28, but has also gently voiced
unease about Israeli
encroachments into southern

Lebanon.Israel's ambassador to

Washington, Yechiel Leiter, who led his
country's delegation, said after the talks
that the priority was ensuring Israel's
security."There will be ups and downs, but
the potential for success is great," Leiter
wrote on X.Iran's clerical state, Hezbollah's

troops' B

patron, has demanded a lasting ceasefire in
Lebanon before any peace agreement with
US President Donald Trump, who has been
frustrated by Tehran's refusal to an accord
on his terms.

Truce met with violence

Hundreds of people have died in Israeli
strikes despite the truce announced on
April 17.Moments after the ceasefire
renewal was announced, an Israeli strike
hit a center of the Hezbollah-linked Islamic
Health Committee in the southern town of
Hanuf, authorities said. Six people died,

including three paramedics, according to

the Lebanese health ministry.Israel also

carried out strikes in the southern city of

Tyre after issuing evacuation orders, and

Hezbollah said it targeted Israeli barracks

in the northern city of Kiryat Shmona with
drones.Lebanon's health ministry said
strikes in the Tyre district also wounded
at least 37 people, including six hospital
personnel, nine women and four
children.

Hafez Ramadan, a resident near the
building targeted by the airstrike, said it
had housed people who had fled their
towns due to the war and was adjacent
to a hotel where more displaced were
staying."There are only women,
children and the elderly here," he said.
"Because of this strike, people have

been displaced again."The Israeli military
said another of its soldiers was killed in
southern Lebanon, bringing the number of
Isracli soldiers killed in clashes with
Hezbollah since early March to 19. A
civilian contractor was also killed.

Four killed, one injured in two bridge
collapse incidents in Pakistan's Sindh

MELBOURNE.(Agency) the

Four people were killed and one was
injured in two separate bridge collapse
incidents in Pakistan’s Sindh province
on Friday, according to ARY News.

In one of the incidents, a section of the
under-construction Ghotki-
Kandhkot Bridge collapsed after a [¥
heavy portion of the structure gave
way and fell, ARY News reported,
citing local sources.The incident
triggered concern among residents,
who questioned the quality of
construction material used in the
project and raised allegations of
possible corruption.

Meanwhile, in another incident, four
labourers were killed while one was
left injured in Sindh's Karampur
when a section of the dilapidated old
bridge over Naseer canal collapsed,
as per ARY News.As per locals, the
construction work on the new bridge
was underway when the old bridge
collapsed and delay in rescue
operations was also reported after
emergency teams failed to reach the
incident spot for several hours after

incident.The rescue teams

confirmed recovery of four bodies
from rubble of the bridge; meanwhile,
the other labourer was admitted to the
hospital for treatment.Apart from the
bridge collapse incident, Karachi is

also grappling with a worsening
infrastructure crisis, with severely
damaged roads across the city
exposing what residents describe as
years of official neglect and
administrative failure.The arrival of

sacrificial animals has already begun
in several areas, but the city's
crumbling road network is struggling

to cope even before Eid-related
activity reaches its peak, as reported

by The Express Tribune.

According to The Express Tribune,
instead of smooth roads supporting
the transportation of livestock and
easing public movement during the
festive season, Karachi's streets are
riddled with potholes, broken asphalt
and incomplete excavation sites.

Citizens fear the situation will spiral
further once temporary cattle markets
expand, animal movement increases,
and post-slaughter waste starts
accumulating on already damaged
roads. Residents across multiple
districts say the city's infrastructure
has worsened to an alarming level.

Major roads and inner streets in North
Karachi, North Nazimabad,

Nazimabad, Liaquatabad, Gulberg
and the Federal B Area have become

nearly impassable due to long-

neglected maintenance and repeated
digging by utility agencies.

ISIS second in command Abu-Bilal al-Minuki
killed by US forces in Nigeria, says Trump

BEIJING:(Agency)

US President Donald Trump announced
on Friday (local time) that American
forces, along with the Nigerian armed
forces, had eliminated Abu-Bilal al-
Minuki, the second-in-command of
ISIS globally, in Nigerialn his Truth
Social post, Trump wrote, “Tonight, at
my direction, brave American forces
and the Armed Forces of Nigeria
flawlessly executed a meticulously
planned and very complex mission to
eliminate the most active terrorist in
the world from the battlefield. Abu-
Bilal al-Minuki, second in command
of ISIS globally, thought he could hide
in Africa, but little did he know we had
sources who kept us informed on what
he was doing."Trump welcomed the
killing of Al-Minuki, stating that he

would “no longer terrorize the people
of Africa, or help plan operations to
target Americans.”

terrorize the people of Africa, or help
plan operations to target Americans.
With his removal, ISIS’s global
operation is greatly diminished. Thank
you to the Government of Nigeria for

your partnership on this operation.
GOD BLESS AMERICA!"Who was
ISIS No.2 Abu-Bilal al-Minuki?

Trump further added, “He will no longer Abu-Bilal al-Minuki was an alleged

senior ISIS operative who reportedly
served as the terror group’s global
second-in-command. He was also
said to be known by the name Abu
Bakr ibn Muhammad ibn Ali al-
Mainuki.According to a report by the
Counter Extremism Project, Al-
Mainuki primarily operated in
Africa’s Sahel region, which stretches
across 12 countries. The Sahel is a
semi-arid transitional belt extending
nearly 5,900 kilometres from the
Atlantic Ocean to the Red Sea,
separating the Sahara Desert in the
north from the Sudanian savannas in
the south.

US Plans To Unveil Criminal
Charges Against Cuba's Raul
Castro Next Week

JERUSALEM.(Agency)

The Trump administration plans to announce criminal
charges against former Cuban president Raul Castro
next Wednesday, according to a US Justice
Department official, in a move that would escalate the
pressure campaign against the island's Communist
government. The official, who spoke on condition of
anonymity, said federal prosecutors expect to unseal
an indictment against Castro, 94, in Miami on May 20,
based on a 1996 incident in which Cuban jets shot
down planes operated by a group of Cuban exiles.

The prosecutors' office in Miami will host an event that
day to honor victims of the incident, according to an
invitation seen by Reuters. The office did not
immediately respond to a request for comment.

The indictment would need to first be approved by a
grand jury.The planned announcement was first
reported by the Miami Herald.Castro is the brother of
the late Fidel Castro, the revolutionary and longtime
foil of the United States who led the island's
communist government for decades. Raul Castro
stepped down as Cuba's president in 2018 and handed
over leadership of its communist party in 2021.He was
defense minister during the 1996 incident. The Cuban
government has argued the strike was a legitimate
response to the planes intruding on Cuban airspace.

The US condemned the attack and imposed sanctions,
but did not pursue criminal charges against Cuban
officials.

PRESSURE ON HAVANA

The development comes amid heightened tensions
between Washington and Havana. The ?Trump
administration has described Cuba's current
communist-run government as corrupt and
incompetent and is pushing for a regime change.

President Donald Trump ?has heaped pressure on the
island, effectively imposing a blockade by threatening
sanctions on countries supplying it with ?fuel, igniting
power outages and delivering blows to its economy.
CIA chief ?John Ratcliffe delivered a message from
Trump during a rare visit to Havana on Thursday that
the US would engage with the government on
economic and security issues "only if it makes
fundamental changes." The criminal case against
Castro recalls the earlier drug-trafficking indictment
of former Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro,
which the Trump administration cited as justification
for the January raid that captured Maduro and brought
him to the US to face charges. He has pleaded not
guilty. Trump in March threatened that Cuba "is next"
after Venezuela.ecutor in Miami, Jason Reding
Quiflones, is a Trump ally who is also overseeing an
investigation of former CIA Director John Brennan, a
longtime Trump adversary, along with a wider effort
to examine whether prior investigations of Trump
amounted to a conspiracy.

Trump-Xi talks dominated by Taiwan, Iran; Ching
pitches “strategic stability’ framework

BEIJING.(Agency)

For three days in China, President Donald
Trump was unusually quiet, not speaking to
reporters much and even mostly staying off
social media. Then he got on his plane
home and unloaded.Trump's trip was
unexpectedly dominated by discussions
about Taiwan and the notion that
Washington and Beijing could adopt a new
framework for managing their complicated
relationship.Chinese President Xi Jinping
kicked off the whirlwind visit with a
warning: If Washington mishandles its
relations with the self-governing island of
Taiwan, the U.S. and China could end up
clashing or even in open conflict.

Trump did not respond publicly, refraining

from mentioning Taiwan while in Beijing.
But he suggested aboard Air Force One on
his way home that Xi's staunch opposition
might make him rethink a planned U.S.
arms sale to Taipei.Among the other topics
of discussion were trade and the U.S. and
Israel's war in Iran, which had been
expected to take up most of the attention.

Trump spent the trip overtly flattering
China's leader, despite Xi not
reciprocating.And the president did not
push back publicly on China's
characterization that he and Xi had agreed
to a "constructive" new

vision for dealing with their g
relationship issues.Trump
held his tongue on Taiwan
— until he was headed
homeBefore the trip,
Trump demonstrated
greater ambivalence
toward Taiwan in his
second term, raising
questions about whether he
might be open to dialing
back support for the island
democracy that Beijing
views as its breakaway
province.Secretary of State
Marco Rubio insisted there
was no change in the U.S. approach to
Taiwan. But there was always a risk that
Trump — not known for diplomatic
nuance — might make an off-the-cuff

remark that could have mammoth
ramifications for Taiwan.In the end, Trump
said nothing publicly about Taiwan, even
as his Chinese counterpart suggested the
island was the most important aspect of

U.S.-China relations.But then, pressed by
reporters after leaving China, Trump said
he had not yet made a decision on whether
to carry through with a major arms package

sale he previously approved for Taiwan
after hearing Xi's objections.

Trump's Republican administration in

December authorized an $11 billion

weapons package for Taipei, but it has yet to
move forward. Lawmakers also
approved a $14 billion arms sale
to Taiwan in January, but the sale
cannot advance until Trump
formally sends it to Congress.

"President Xi and I talked a lot
about Taiwan," Trump told
reporters on the presidential
plane. He said China's leader
"does not want to see a fight for
independence because that would
be a very strong confrontation."”

"I heard him out," Trump said. But
"I didn't make a
comment."Trump appeared to
struggle to recall the name of
Taiwanese President Lai Ching-

te and noted of Washington's policy toward

the island, "The last thing we need right
now is a war that's 9,500 miles away."
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Protest erupts after police stop
namaz on road in Kolkata

locality

Kolkata.(Agency)

Tension prevailed in Kolkata’s Rajabazar
area on Friday when a group tried to
offer namaz on the road despite a recent
ban by the new Suvendu Adhikari-led
government on such activities at public
places.

The situation spiralled out of control
when police personnel arrived to vacate
the road and there was resistance. The

Chandigarh Police uses water cannons, tear gas to
disperse farmers marching towards Punjab Lok Bhavan

Chandigarh.(Agency)

The Chandigarh Police on Friday used water
cannons and fired tear gas shells near Burail
Jail to stop a large number of protesting
farmers marching towards Punjab Lok
Bhavan after a massive gathering held at
Nature Park in Mohali’s Phase 8 under the T
banner of the Samyukt Kisan Morcha

Punjab.

the representatives to meet as per the earlier  waited for them.”
schedule. Still, at the Chandigarh-Mohali
borders, farmers were adamant about
marching in large numbers to the Bhavan,

with some even scuffling with the police.

The SSP said police stopped the farmers when
they marched and crossed barricades. “We
only used minor force to stop them,” she said.

Police said they briefly detained some farmers

who were later released. They claimed that

four to five jawans sustained injuries in the
police-farmers scuffle.A brief scuffle also
broke out between protesters and security

RWAs, community
representatives in Hyderabad
seek stronger residential

security measures

Hyderabad. (Agency)
Resident Welfare Associations
(RWAs) and community
representatives in Hyderabad
have submitted a series of
recommendations to the
Secunderabad police to
strengthen residential security
and improve safeguards related
to domestic workers and
service personnel.

protesters argued that this was a
tradition, whereas the administration
insisted that keeping public
thoroughfares clear was mandatory for

Police said the protesting farmers tried to
break barricades and march towards the Lok
Bhavan “without authorities’
permission”.However, tension prevailed in
the area as police attempted to prevent the

personnel during the confrontation.
Eyewitnesses claimed that some tear gas
shells landed inside a nearby housing society,
triggering panic among residents. Several
farmers reportedly sustained minor injuries

The associations proposed a

standard registration system for
domestic workers with secure
uploading of details on a police

maintaining law and order.

The road was later cleared and traffic
movement resumed. Officials said the
situation in the locality is currently
under control. The administration
deployed a large number of police and
Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF)
personnel in the area. Police officers
said individuals attempting to disturb
law and order were being identified and
legal action would be taken against
them.

However, police are yet to give an official
statement on the incident.During the
previous Mamata Banerjee
government, namaz and other religious
activities on the streets were allowed,
but the new government has taken a
tough stance against the inconvenience
they caused to the public. According to
BJP sources, the CM had given clear
instructions in the Cabinet meeting that
namaz should be offered only inside
mosques and no such activity will be
tolerated on the road.

Set up libraries, reading
rooms in each block:
Bhubaneswar MP Aparajita
to BDOs

Bhubaneswar. (Agency)

Bhubaneswar MP Aparajita Sarangi on Friday
directed all block development officers
(BDOs) to establish libraries and reading
rooms in blocks and ensure their regular
functioning.Stating that libraries should
support youth preparing for competitive
examinations, she also instructed officials to
develop at least five model water bodies in
every block under the Amrit Sarovar scheme
through combined MP and MLA funds. The
ponds are to include seating arrangements,
lighting and plantation facilities.

Reviewing 101 central government schemes
across 37 departments at the District
Development Coordination and Monitoring
Committee (DISHA) meeting of Khurda,
Sarangi stressed coordinated functioning
between public representatives and the
administration for effective implementation
of welfare schemes with transparency and
public service.

During the review, officials informed that
under the Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak
Yojana, 27 projects worth Rs 71 crore were
proposed for tender during 2025-26. The MP
also reviewed bypass works at Tapang and
Nirakarpur on the Howrah-Chennai railway
line and directed authorities to minimise
land acquisition. She also directed officials
to expedite all pending works including the
Rs 8,306-crore Rameswar-Tangi road
project.

Fire breaks out at IT firm
godown in Chennai, doused

after hours

CHENNAI.(Agency)

A massive fire broke out at a godown at
the Tech Mahindra campus in
Sholinganallur on Friday evening. No
casualty was reported.

Sources said thick black smoke began
billowing from the godown shortly after
the fire broke out, followed by intense
flames within seconds. Employees
inside the campus were immediately
evacuated after emergency alarm went
off. Initial firefighting efforts used
extinguishers available on the premises.

The Fire and Rescue Services personnel
rushed to the spot from Tambaram,
Thiruvanmiyur, Thoraipakkam,
Medavakkam and Guindy fire stations.
Private firefighting vehicles from
nearby companies were also deployed
to assistin the operation.

The police said the godown housed
discarded electrical items, including old
air-conditioners and damaged electric
vehicles, all of which were gutted in the
blaze. Thick smoke from the warehouse
spread across the locality, posing a
major challenge for firefighters.

More than 50 firefighters engaged in
operations for several hours to bring the
blaze under control. Private water
tankers were also brought to the spot to
support the operation. The warehouse is
located inside the Tamil Nadu
Electronics Corporation (ELCOT)
Special Economic Zone on Chennai’s
Old Mahabalipuram Road.

farmers from entering Chandigarh.

Police said the administration had earlier B
granted permission for only 32
representatives from farmers’ unions to meet
and submit a memorandum of their demands
to the Punjab Governor and Chandigarh
Administrator Gulab Chand Kataria.
However, the administration did not permit
the march involving a large number of
farmers.Police said the Governor waited for

In Dang village, Rs 25,000 fine if found drunk: Panchayat
J kick “alcohol habit

drunken condition, a penalty of Rs 25,000
_ will be recovered from them and they will
s _____ . alsobesubjecttoapolice case. No one from
: the village will support the accused in
obtaining bail during the police procedure.
If anybody from the village or outside gives
a tip-off to the Dekh Rekh committee about
the sale or consumption of IMFL/country-
made liquor, they will be rewarded with Rs
10,000 recovered from the accused, and the
remaining Rs 15,000 (from the penalty)
will be deposited in the Gram Panchayat
fund.The village’s primary occupation is
agriculture, but alcohol consumption is
common among the people.The resolution
also states, “If anybody enters the village in
an inebriated state and is caught by the
villagers or the committee, he/she will also
have to pay a penalty of Rs 10,000. Apart
from this, if anyone violates the resolution
even after being caught once, their family
will be barred from social contact and other
religious functions in the village.

resolution to

Ahmedabad. (Agency)

Gujarat’s only total tribal-district, Dang, |

saw an entire village support a

resolution to ban consumption and sale §

of any kind of liquor that also imposes
heavy penalties, going as far as
“ostracization” of involved families.

The gram panchayat of Garudiya village 1

with a population of nearly 1,500
passed a resolution on Thursday
banning the “sale of IMFL (Indian
Made Foreign Liquor) or country-

brewed liquor,” which is already banned
under the state’s strict prohibition
law.Garudiya is a village of Subir taluka and
shares its border with Nandurbar district in

Maharashtra, a wet state.

a gram panchayat meeting and proposed
banning the sale and consumption of liquor
in the village. The proposal was approved
by all panchayat members. A copy of the
resolution was submitted to the Subir police
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Chandigarh’s Senior Superintendent of Police
Kanwardeep Kaur told reporters, “Farmers
lacked permission for the march. We held a
meeting with farmers’ outfits recently, but
they did not inform us about the march. Their
programme was only to submit a
memorandum to the Governor. The Governor
also gave time to 32 representatives and

help resident

ol

station. After the resolution passed, the
village sarpanch convened a meeting of
villagers and announced the details in it. The
sarpanch has formed a five-member ‘Dekh
Rekh (supervision) committee’ to monitor
liquor-related activities in the village.

On Thursday, sarpanch K M Kamri convened The resolution states: “The ‘Dekh Rekh’

committee, formed by the Gram Panchayat
and headed by the village sarpanch, will
ensure that no person in the village
manufactures, sells, or consumes country-
made liquor or IMFL. Ifanyone is found in a

After fake birth certificate scandal, BMC

turns to Al

to secure civic records

he initiative, titled Vision Al Vault, comes amid heightened scrutiny of the BMC's birth registration system after

% the civic administration revealed that 87,347 fake birth certificates were issued between 2024 and 2026.

Mumbai.(Agency)

over 87,000 fake birth certificates
issued by the Brihanmumbai
Municipal Corporation
(BMC), the civic body has
rolled out an Artificial
Intelligence-backed
system to digitally preserve
and retrieve key citizen
records, beginning with E
ward in Byculla.

The initiative, titled Vision
Al Vault, comes amid |
heightened scrutiny of the [
BMC’s birth registration
system after the civic administration
revealed that 87,347 fake birth

alone.
Weeks after an internal probe exposed Civic officials said the pilot project
was launched following directions
from Mumbai

Commissioner Ashwini Bhide to
integrate Al-based mapping across

birth, death and marriage
certificates — many of which have
deteriorated due to Mumbai’s
humid weather and ageing storage
conditions. Officials said
records that earlier took nearly
a month to retrieve could now

be accessed within minutes.
Unlike conventional scanning
systems, the Al-powered
platform can reportedly read
handwritten English, Marathi
and Hindi documents, restore
' faded text and correct
distortions caused by damaged
paper and ink smudges,
including in pre-Independence era
records.Officials said users will be

Municipal

certificates were issued between thecivicdatabase. o able to retrieve documents by
2024 and 2026. Of these, 5,505 The new system aims to digitise entering a name, following which
certificates were traced to E ward decades-old records — including  digitally signed certificates.

during the police action, while many turbans
were dislodged amid the chaos.Despite the
crackdown, protesting farmers continued
raising slogans against the Central
Government and the Chandigarh
administration.Earlier in the day, hundreds of
farmers from across Punjab gathered at
Nature Park to protest against issues related
to Punjab’s river waters, Punjab University
Chandigarh, the Bhakra Beas.

portal, along with a clear data
privacy framework.

They also recommended
mandatory police verification
for long-term domestic
workers, drivers, security
guards and other household
service providers.

Among the major suggestions
were strict digital gate
management systems in gated
communities to maintain
check-in and check-out
records, verified databases of
workers and vendors
maintained by RWAs, and
annual security audits in
coordination with local police.

The representatives also stressed
the need for CCTV surveillance
only in common areas to protect
privacy, regular awareness
sessions for residents on safe
hiring practices and cyber
safety, and special emergency
protocols for women and senior
citizens.

Calling for a balanced approach,
the RWAs sought a transparent
grievance redressal mechanism
for domestic workers to prevent
exploitation, harassment and
misunderstandings.

Community representatives said
the proposed measures could
improve residential safety
while ensuring dignity and
fairness for domestic workers,
and assured full cooperation
with police in implementing
effective security mechanisms.

Ernakulam records 99.61%
pass rate in SSLC exams; girls
lead in A+ scores

Thiruvananthapuram.(Agency)

Eight months after its inauguration, the Rs 10-crore
modern abattoir at Kunnukuzhy is finally set to
commence full-scale operations, with the -city
corporation conducting the first trial run of the facility
on Thursday.

The modernised slaughterhouse, expected to become
fully operational next week, has the capacity to
slaughter and process 50 to 75 animals in a single shift.

Mayor V V Rajesh said the formal launch of operations
would be held next week. He said that the civic body
will put an end to all illegal slaughtering happening in
the capital.

“We will launch a large-scale crackdown on illegal
slaughtering across the capital. Our aim is to eliminate
unauthorised slaughtering in the city. The abattoir will
play a key role in curbing environmental pollution. At
present, slaughter waste is being dumped into water
bodies and public spaces, contributing to the stray dog
menace,” the mayor said.

He said the inauguration had to be rescheduled because
of the swearing-in ceremony of the new chief minister
on Monday. The abattoir is expected not only to ensure
the availability of hygienic and safe meat to consumers
butalso to generate revenue for the corporation.

Corporation veterinary surgeon Dr Sreerag Jayan said
processing around 100 animals a day could generate
the civic body nearly Rs 2 lakh in monthly revenue.

Malerkotla low intensity blast under probe; ‘due
to potash dumped at garbage site’: police

Ludhiana.(Agency)

A low-intensity blast occurred Friday
evening near a garbage dumping site in
Punjab’s Malerkotla, leaving a buffalo
severely injured and triggering a police
investigation. The animal reportedly lost
one of its legs in the explosion. The
incident took place close to the residence
of former Punjab DGP Mohammad
Mustafa and his wife, former Cabinet
Minister Razia Sultana.Officials said
forensic teams from Bathinda have been
called to examine the site and ascertain the
exact cause of the blast.

Mohammed Hamza, a dairy farmer whose
buffalo was injured in the explosion, said
the incident occurred when the animal
approached a pile of garbage near the
dumping point. “My buffalo went near the

garbage and stepped over a polythene

bag... The impact was so strong that the “Initial investigation suggests that the
incident appears to have occurred due to

animal was thrown several feet into the air.
I was standing nearby and was also
knocked down.”

He also said when he regained his senses,
he found the buffalo critically injured,
with one leg blown off and severe
injuries to its stomach. “For some time, |
I could not hear anything. Soon, local
residents gathered at the spot and |
offered me water.”

Hamza said the injured buffalo was a
milch animal and its condition had
severely affected his livelihood.Senior
Superintendent of Police (SSP)
Malerkotla Gurmeet Singh said
preliminary investigations indicate that

material allegedly dumped at the site.

potash dumped in the garbage disposal
area. The buffalo got injured after entering
the site,” the SSP told the media.

the blast may have been caused by potash He also said police had learnt that some

families living nearby were engaged in

work involving potash, which is

commonly associated with firecracker
manufacturing.“One local resident
informed us that a similar blast-like
sound had been heard from the same
disposal area in May last year, after
which garbage at the site had caught
fire. The sequence of events appears
similar, though all angles are being
investigated.”

The incident comes days after low-
intensity blast incidents were reported
in Jalandhar and Amritsar on May 5,
which sparked a political controversy

in Punjab.Punjab Chief Minister

Bhagwant Mann had then alleged that the

incidents reflected the BJP’s “style of

preparation” ahead of elections.
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Heed warning
bells sounded by
sliding rupee

There are moments when a currency tells a story
more honestly than official statements do. The
Indian rupee is doing exactly that. It has lost more
than 12 percent against the US dollar in 12
months and has been sliding relentlessly even
though India’s macroeconomic fundamentals are
not in obvious crisis territory. Growth is still
respectable. Inflation is not runaway. The current
account deficit, at least in headline terms, is
manageable. Forex reserves remain robust. This
is not 1991.But that is precisely why the rupee’s
fall is worrying. If a currency weakens sharply
despite decent growth and contained inflation, it
is telling us that the problem lies elsewhere: in the
balance of payments, capital flows, investor
confidence, oil vulnerability and the structure of
India’s external dependence.

India’s chief economic advisor has argued that the
rupee’s depreciation is not justified by
fundamentals. He points to strong growth,
moderate inflation, low external debt and a
manageable current account deficit. He also
argues that global capital has been sucked into
the artificial intelligence investment boom and
dollar assets, leaving otherwise sound emerging
markets under pressure.

That is a fair point. Exchange rates often reflect
capital flows more than textbook fundamentals.
But saying that the rupee is mispriced is not
enough. A mispriced currency can still bankrupt
balance sheets, raise import costs, hurt
confidence and trigger defensive behaviour.
Markets may be irrational for a long time, but
countries must still pay their import bills in real
dollars.The real danger is that India’s external
account is no longer getting the capital cushion it
once did. For decades, India has run a current
account deficit, but financed it through capital
inflows. That bargain is fraying. Net foreign
direct investment has been falling for several
years. Gross inflows may still look impressive,
but repatriation and outbound FDI have reduced
net FDI close to negligible levels. Besides,
foreign portfolio investors have pulled out close
to $40 billion in the past two years. The outflow
this year has been the worst in almost 15 years.

This is the heart of the matter. India’s current
account deficit may be below 2 percent of GDP,
but the capital account is weak. The balance of
payments will be sharply negative this year.
When the BoP turns negative, either the rupee
weakens or the RBI sells dollars to defend it.
Both are now happening.The oil shock makes
this worse. The CEA has called the West Asia
crisis a live “balance of payments stress test”,
with direct consequences for inflation, the
current account and the exchange rate. Almost
half of India’s crude imports transit through or
near the Strait of Hormuz. That means an oil
shock is not merely a petrol pump problem. Itis a
macroeconomic problem.When oil prices spike,
three things happen at once. First, the import bill
rises and the current account worsens. Second,
inflation creeps up because fuel enters transport,
fertilisers, plastics, food distribution and almost
every other supply chain. Third, the fiscal deficit
worsens if the government tries to shield
consumers through LPG, fertiliser or petroleum
subsidies.If pump prices are not raised, oil
marketing companies take the hit. If they are
raised, consumers suffer. If subsidies absorb the
shock, taxpayers suffer. In reality, the three
groups overlap: the taxpayer, the consumer and
the sharcholder are often the same Indian
household wearing different hats.There is no
choice but to raise pump prices. Many prominent
voices are sounding this chorus. Else the fiscal
deficit worsens adding to macro stress.

India’s diplomacy secured broad acceptance of its

THE Congress seems to have got so used to losing
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One year after Op Sindoor, India’s new normal faces Pakistan’s new abnormal — putting a fragile truce at risk

ON the anniversary of the 2025 summer skirmish with

Pakistan, India can claim to have forged a credible new
doctrine of counterterrorism and controlled escalation in
a nuclear neighbourhood. The 88-hour conflict,
triggered by the Pahalgam terror attack and carried out
under Operation Sindoor, marked the culmination of a
decade-long shift towards assured kinetic responses to
cross-border terror and served as a stress test for the
subcontinent’s nuclear architecture.

The conflict followed a now-familiar script. As in 2016

and 2019, India retaliated after a terrorist attack in
Kashmir that it attributed to Pakistani state-backed
actors. What set Sindoor apart was the depth and
precision of the response. Nine terrorist base camps
were struck on May 7, 2025. Three days later, India hit
eleven Pakistani airfields after suppressing

India unveiled Prahaar, the first comprehensive national

the Sindoor playbook.

counterterrorism doctrine, aimed at disrupting terror Pakistan’s new abnormal

networks at home and abroad. The message was clear:
the era of strategic restraint was formally over.

Aladder of consequences
In the longer view, Operation Sindoor was the third rung

on an escalation ladder India had been building for a
decade. As its military posture shifted towards
progressively harder kinetic action against terrorist
havens, its diplomatic posture hardened as well. After
Uri in 2016, surgical strikes across the Line of Control
were accompanied by a policy of no talks with terror.
After Pulwama in 2019, the Balakot airstrikes were
preceded by punitive tariffs on Pakistani imports, adding
“no trade with terror”. After Pahalgam in 2025, India

Pakistani air defences. India’s indigenous air-
defence systems also proved highly effective
against Pakistani drones and missiles.Over the
past year, most global analysts reviewing
satellite imagery and competing claims have

overwhelmingly with India — despite
documented evidence of Chinese technical
personnel operating Pakistani systems, a
significant detail that drew too little international
scrutiny.

right to defend itself against terrorism. Where it
fell short was in the information battle.
Television and social media often amplified
jingoistic claims unsupported by facts, while the
government was slow to present credible
evidence to a global audience against a [
propaganda state flooding the zone with half-
truths. That gap is now being addressed.

India’s five commandments
\In July 2025, the Modi government codified its

suspended the Indus Waters Treaty days before kinetic
operations began, adding a third layer: no water for
terror.

counterterror doctrine before Parliament in five explicit Each provocation has drawn a qualitatively higher

tenets: cross-border attacks will invite direct responses;
terrorists and their state backers will be treated alike;
talks and terror cannot go together, though talks about
terror may still be possible; nuclear blackmail will not
alter India’s calculus; and blood and water will not flow
together.The last tenet carries particular weight. India
placed the 1960 Indus Waters Treaty ‘in abeyance’, even
though it had survived two full-scale wars and multiple
crises. For policymakers, it was the last major non-
kinetic lever available to deter terror. Suspending such a
consequential treaty signalled that India’s tolerance for
terrorism — whether sponsored from within or beyond
its borders — had sharply diminished. In February 2026,

response. India has built a visible cost architecture in
which the price of future provocations is, in principle,
known in advance. Whether that visibility deters or
instead invites calibrated brinkmanship is now South
Asia’s central strategic question.

The end of Operation Sindoor deserves equal attention.

India entered the operation with defined political
objectives, demonstrated overwhelming capability and
disengaged on its own terms — before exhaustion or
external pressure forced an off-ramp. In the fifth year of
the Ukraine conflict and the third year of horizontal
escalation in West Asia, Vladimir Putin, Benjamin
Netanyahu and Donald Trump would do well to study

Kerala breakthrough : Congress balances state & national interests

The sharpest escalation of the past year has been Asim

Munir’s rise. He entered the spring of 2025 as perhaps the
most vulnerable Pakistani army chief in a generation —
presiding over a contracting economy, the jailing of a
former prime minister and deep public resentment. He
emerged from Sindoor dramatically stronger. Promoted
to Field Marshal in May 2025, appointed Chief of
Defence Forces in December and granted lifelong legal
immunity under the 27th Constitutional Amendment, he
now wields a degree of formal personal power without
recent precedent in Pakistan.

Yet this political rebirth rests on structural weakness:

Pakistan’s polycrisis of economic decline, security
failures and political tension. Munir now
accumulates roles — military supremo, chief
economic planner, chief regional peacemaker
— that in a functioning state would be
distributed across accountable institutions.As
Pakistan’s chief diplomat charged with
brokering a deal to resolve the Iran crisis,
Munir’s army claims he has skilfully made
Pakistan relevant again to its three principal
benefactors: the US, China and Saudi Arabia.
On the anniversary of Operation Sindoor, he
also cast himself as Pakistan’s chief
spokesman, again claiming victory against
India and defining Pakistan’s new posture as
one of conventional strength, multi-domain
operational capability and the ability to strike
India ‘in depth’ with high-tech weaponry.

Unpeace equilibrium

There has been no Pahalgam-scale attack in the
year since the May 10 ceasefire. That pause is

real, but it should be read carefully. The incentives that

reward controlled provocation from Pakistan remain
intact. Munir’s political survival depends on maintaining
calibrated tension with India — enough to justify the
army’s primacy, but not enough yet to trigger another
Sindoor.

South Asia has reached a new equilibrium: more stable on

the surface, more dangerous underneath. Pakistan has a
more powerful army chief, a temporarily suppressed
terrorist infrastructure and a deepening fiscal hole. A hard
state built on military dominance, without economic
foundations or democratic legitimacy, is ultimately
brittle. The danger of future conflict still lies within that
weakness. What deserves debate now is a more creative
approach to mitigating that risk and managing the next
crisis, and a doctrine better suited to dealing with an

abnormal neighbour.

In choosing Satheesan, the party appears to have rewarded political performance over hierarchy

elections that it struggles to be decisive after it s
actually wins. The remarkable victory in Kerala
was the face-saver for the party in the recent
Assembly elections. Yet, the Congress took no
less than 10 days to appoint VD Satheesan as the
chief minister. It’s true that the high command
was spoilt for choice — experienced leaders such
as KC Venugopal and Ramesh Chennithala were
also in contention for the top post — but the
inordinate delay in naming the CM exposed the
Congress’ familiar struggle with internal
consensus-building.In choosing Satheesan, the |
party appears to have rewarded political
performance over hierarchy. Over the past five
years, he emerged as one of Kerala’s most
prominent Opposition voices, consistently
challenging the Left government on corruption
and misgovernance. His sharp legislative interventions
and energetic campaigning helped revitalise the

s India becoming one big exam centre

Congress-led United Democratic Front (UDF) after its
2021 defeat. More importantly, he succeeded in

projecting a younger and more assertive
image of the party in the southern
state.Venugopal, who is close to Rahul
Gandhi, has “humbly accepted” the top
brass’ decision, which aims to balance the
party’s state and national interests. His
continued organisational role at the central
level is vital for the Congress in view of the
2027-28 Assembly elections and the 2029
Lok Sabha polls. The party will expect
Venugopal and Chennithala to provide
tangible support to Satheesan, who has his
work cut out. The new government must
address youth unemployment (which
prevails despite a high literacy rate), rising
debt, infrastructure concerns and social
welfare expectations, while maintaining
unity among UDF allies. The Congress
should make the most of this opportunity to assert its
southern dominance through good governance.

Educating a child has to be India’s goal, not testing whether she is capable of being educated.

This article is being penned as much in anguish as in hope.
The anguish is nationwide and stems from the enormous
distress and demoralisation that has affected a large

segment of our youth whose hopes and expectations of
success were dashed just a couple of days back when a

“guess paper” linked to the NEET examination was
leaked, and the exam subsequently cancelled.The
torment that prospective examinees face is easy to
understand but very hard to alleviate. After all,
when someone decides to enrol for an exam,
she invests an important part of the formative
years of her life to the tortuous process of
preparing for it. In addition, she incurs
significant expenses for coaching as she
knows that that is a key element to success.
And what are the odds
succeeding?Given that there were 22,750,11
candidates who were scheduled to take the
NEET examination this year and only
1,29,000 MBBS seats, it follows that her |
chances of success were a mere 6 per cent. In
other words, for every one hundred
candidates, less than six would be selected.
Imagine what goes on in the mind of a
youngster who gambles so much of her
intellectual and economic capital for so little?
By all accounts, a large number of the candidates
were from the not so well-off segments of
society. The anguish is exacerbated when you
know that this is not the first time such a leak has
happened — nor are they confined to the NEET
examination alone. A cursory examination of the data
related to the history of question paper leaks in India will
disabuse the reader of any such notion.This brings us to a
larger issue, which is that we are examining our students
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right out of their minds. A child is subjected to exams
since she starts school — tests for kindergarten are not
unheard of in the big metros. But the genuine torment
must be reserved for the time the child begins to
approach high school and coaching classes become the
norm.Coaching centres thrive on the fears of middle-
class parents driven by the belief that the path to success
lies through the portals of institutions like IIT or an

| BAN NEET.
SCRAP NTA.

SCRAP NTA
BAN NEET

AIIMS. Coaching centres are perceived as necessary
gateways for enabling schoolchildren to succeed at the
various entrance examinations that are being conducted
by our worthy institutions of knowledge. The list of such
examinations is countless; there’s NEET, of course, but
also CUET and JEE, plus GATE and CAT. The day is not

far off when viewed from outer space India shall appear

as one big exam centre.This business of inflicting one

exam after another on young and impressionable minds
flies in the face of the 2020 National Education Policy

(NEP). The policy advocates a much more enlightened

approach that advocates testing as means of enabling a

student to gain knowledge and not for disabling the mind

ofthe student.

To imbue a bit of fresh air into the discussion at hand,
I would like to draw attention to an interesting
experiment underway for about three years in
Jammu and Kashmir.

In keeping with the spirit of the NEP 2020, several
prominent universities in J&K have launched an
innovative undergraduate degree programme
formally known as the Design Your Degree
Programme. The main features of this include,
exposure to communication and analytical skills,
alongside training in the use of data and IT.
Learning happens largely through group-based
project work. The blackboard plays a substantially
diminished role.Extra-curricular and co-curricular
activities carry academic credit, as does
entrepreneurial activity. Students take part in
activities such as riding on a train that gets
converted to a College On Wheels, where they
work on projects related to any aspect of the
journey onboard and where the train halts.As
students progress year by year, they begin to realise

their yearnings and interests and specialise accordingly.

They have the option of exiting after one year with a

certificate that records the credit earned, after two years

with a diploma, after three years with an undergraduate
degree with specialisation of their choice, or after four
years with an Honours degree which has a research

component. Testing happens in enlightened ways where
project outcomes are presented nd discussed in depth
before credit is accorded.But to return to the NEET
crisis, let me say here that all is not lost; simple, but
powerful ways of re-imagining the NEET exam exist,
especially if meticulous planning is paired with shrewd
technology. What is puzzling isn't primarily the issue of
leaks, but rather our apparent powerlessness in halting
the decay. Here is a foolproof way to fix the testing
crisis.First, the National Testing Agency (NTA) should
invest massively in building a meticulously curated
question repository. Foolproof Internet connectivity at
every test venue needs dependable power backups and
high-speed, sturdy laser printers too.The NTA must
develop a sophisticated algorithm capable of instantly
generating a flawless question set via unpredictable
randomisation. This set would be transmitted securely,
in encrypted digital format, to all centres mere hours
ahead of exam start time.Centres would then print copies
just two hours prior. Every exam room must have clear-
recording video surveillance of all proceedings. Papers
can thus circulate securely without risk.Ideally,
equipping candidates with solid desktops or laptops
would allow emailing the paper directly at exam time,
with typed responses submitted via secure software to a
central grading hub. Alternatively, handwritten answers
on paper remain viable. This serves as an initial blueprint
to spark a brainstorming drive toward a tamper-proof
system that restores candidate confidence.What I have
proposed here is not NEET-specific. It is a simple model
for conducting any exam without the fear of leakages.
Testing is only supposed to be a medium for learning, it
cannot be a substitute for it. Educating a child has to be
India’s goal, not testing whether she is capable of being
educated.
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Government sanctioned Rs 397 crore for urgent
canal restoration works: Minister Nimmala

Bhopal. (Agency)

Water Resources Minister Nimmala
Ramanaidu has said that the State
government has intensified efforts to
restore the irrigation canal network. He
charged that the previous YSRCP
regime led by former Chief Minister Y
S Jagan Mohan Reddy destroyed the
irrigation network causing hardships to
farmers between 2019 t02024.

Reviewing the progress of Operation and
Maintenance (O&M) works and the
Veligonda Project through a video
conference with irrigation officials at
his Camp Office in Vijayawada on
Friday, the Minister announced that the
coalition government had allocated Rs
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Lapses flagged at Kakinada
dialysis unit after 15 deaths

KAKINADA. (Agency)

Several lapses have been identified at the
Nephroplus dialysis unit on the premises of
Kakinada Government General Hospital.
These allegedly resulted in multiple deaths
over the past three months.Following a
PGRS complaint, Dr Pasupuleti Radha
Krishna, NTR Vaidya Seva’s Kakinada
district coordinator, inspected the dialysis
records on Friday and flagged the lapses. He
told TNIE that the matter will be reported to
the Kakinada district collector and the
Director of Medical Education (DME).

The government pays Rs 1,136 per dialysis
session under the MoU, which mandates a
nephrologist and two medical officers.
Patient attendants alleged the nephrologist
visits only once a month and no duty doctor
has attended for three months.In-charge
superintendent of Kakinada GGH, Dr
Srinivasan, told that the dialysis unit is
under DME control, not Kakinada GGH. He
said the NTR Vaidya Seva district
coordinator monitors the unit, and the PGRS
petition will be forwarded to the DME.

NTR Vaidya Seva district coordinator Dr
Pasupuleti Radha Krishna stated that many
lapses related to the deaths have been found.
He said these would be reported to the
collector and the DME as soon as possible.

T Suresh Kumar, cluster head of the
Nephroplus Dialysis company, speaking on
the dialysis unit’s operations, said the unit
doctor has resigned but is still serving the
notice period. He added that a manager was
recently appointed, and doctors will be
appointed to cover three shifts within 10
days.

Kerala HC allows transgender
man to preserve eggs; affirms
right to parenthood

KOCHI.(Agency)

Hari Devageeth’s fight was never just about a
medical procedure, it was about preserving
the possibility of parenthood while affirming
his identity. The 28-year-old transgender
man, who was assigned female at birth,
finally found relief after the Kerala High
Court allowed him to cryopreserve his eggs
by approaching an ART bank of his choice.

In a compassionate order, Justice Shoba
Annamma Eapen directed that the chosen
ART bank should take necessary steps to
retrieve and preserve Hari’s oocytes
(immature egg cells) so they may be used for
reproduction in future.

Hari told the court that he is yet to complete his
gender-affirmation surgery. Once it is done,
he will permanently lose his reproductive
capacity, including through the removal of
his ovaries and uterus. Before taking that
irreversible step, he wanted the opportunity
to preserve his gametes, to fulfil his hope of
one day having a biological child.The court
said the petitioner, being a biological
woman, had all the rights to preserve the
oocytes since the Supreme Court has held
that the right to reproduction is a
fundamental right under Article 21 of the
Constitution, right to life.

The petitioner also said none of the authorities
concerned informed him about the aspect
before he obtained the certificate under
Section 7 of the Transgender Act or before
the removal of breasts.

The court said it was the duty of the
appropriate government to give proper
awareness to transgender persons regarding
preservation of their oocytes or sperms
before they start treatment to change their
gender. No document was produced by
authorities to prove that such awareness or
counselling was provided to the petitioner,
the court said.

708 crore in two phases for O&M He said a third phase involving Rs 397

works within its first year in office.

crore has now been sanctioned for

urgent canal maintenance works,
including weed removal, desilting, and
repair works. Ramanaidu stressed that
these works must be completed at the
earliest by the commencement of the
Kharif season.

The Minister alleged that basic
maintenance works of canals were
ignored during the regime of the
YSRCP, resulting in severe hardships
and losses for farmers.

" He stated that to speed up emergency

works, the Cabinet had approved a
mechanism allowing short tenders to
be called within seven days for projects
exceeding Rs 10 lakh.

ut of 6,502 identified works, nearly

ateek Yadav death: A royal lifestyle,

fitness empire and sudden end

Lucknow, (Agency)
Prateck Yadav,
Samajwadi Party founder and former Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister Mulayam Singh
Yadav, passed away at the age of 38
following a cardiac arrest, sending
shockwaves through political and
business circles in Uttar Pradesh.
Though he stayed away from active
politics, Prateek had carved out a
distinct identity in the world of real
estate and fitness, becoming known
for his luxury lifestyle, high-end
businesses and social media presence.
Unlike most members of the Yadav
family, Prateck chose not to enter
electoral politics. Instead, he built his
career around business ventures and
fitness entrepreneurship while
maintaining a relatively low political
profile. Yet, his connection to one of Uttar
Pradesh’s most influential political
families ensured he remained in the public
spotlight.

the younger son of

lifestyle. He reportedly owned a
Lamborghini worth nearly Rs 5 crore,
purchased through a major bank loan, and

was known for his fascination with luxury
cars and premium living. Government
records also reflected substantial movable
and immovable assets linked to him,
including an upscale bungalow in
Lucknow’s Gautampalli area, residential
properties in the cantonment region and
commercial establishments in Gomti
Nagar.

Prateek was often associated with a lavish One of his major business hubs was a large

office complex near Fun Mall in Gomti
Nagar, from where several of his ventures
were reportedly operated. Though
investigations reportedly found that no
company was directly registered in his
own name, multiple real estate and
infrastructure businesses were allegedly
managed through close associates and
relatives.

Sources familiar with the family’s business

network said companies linked to
infrastructure, construction and real estate
were operated with the involvement of
Aman Singh Bisht, the brother of Aparna
Yadav, along with other associates. People
close to the family claimed that Prateek
maintained effective control over many of
these ventures, even if his name did not
formally appear in company records.
These business dealings occasionally
became the subject of disputes and
speculation within political and business
circles.

Bengal Records Highest-Ever Voter Turnout
In Any Assembly PoII Beats Tripura

West Bengal. (Agency)

West Bengal has surpassed Tripura by
registering the highest-ever voter turnout
in an assembly election since
Independence, latest data shared by the
Election Commission shows.At 93.61

per cent voter participation in the 2013

assembly polls, Tripura so far held the ©*°

distinction of recording the highest o

turnout in a state poll. But according to the
latest EC data as made available on
Thursday, West Bengal has recorded a
turnout of 93.71 per cent.

Tripura, Nagaland, and Manipur have been
witnessing high voter turnouts of 90 per
cent and above in assembly polls over the
years.

On May 1, West Bengal surpassed

Nagaland and Manipur by registering a
92.67 per cent provisional turnout, the
state's highest since Independence, in the
April assembly polls.West Bengal's
previous highest voter turnout of 84.72
per cent was recorded in the 2013
elections. Tripura recorded a 93.61 per
cent turnout in the 2013 polls.

’

2= On April 9, Assam and Puducherry

surpassed their highest-ever poll
participation by recording a voter
turnout of 85.38 per cent and 89.83 per
cent, respectively.

Tamil Nadu recorded a voter turnout of

84.69 per cent, bettering its previous
highest poll participation of 78.29 per
cent in 2011.In the state, women's
participation was 85.76 per cent against
men's 83.57 per cent.In West Bengal,
92.69 per cent of women voters turned up
at the polling stations in the first phase,
compared to 90.92 per cent of men. Tamil
Nadu, where all the 234 seats went to
polls on April 23, has 5.73 crore voters.

West Bengal, where polling was held in two

phases, has 3.6 crore voters.

Ramanaidu dlrected 0fﬁc1als from the Chief Engineer level to field staff to closely monitor the works and ensure timely completion.

5,943 works (about 91 percent) will be
executed through Water Users
Associations. Ramanaidu directed
officials from the Chief Engineer level
to field staff to closely monitor the
works and ensure timely completion.
He also instructed irrigation authorities
to submit weekly progress reports and
coordinate O&M activities with the
Jaladhara programme to improve
groundwater levels.

The Minister said a review meeting on
Jaladhara would be conducted later this
month with the participation of Union
Jal Shakti Minister C R Patil, Chief
Minister N Chandrababu Naidu, district
collectors, and irrigation officials.

35-year-old patient dies after
ambulance breaks down, runs

out of oxygen near Cuttack

Cuttack. (Agency)

In a tragic incident, a 35-year-old patient died
after the ambulance carrying him broke
down midway between Cuttack and
Bhubaneswar, while oxygen support ran out
before a replacement vehicle could arrive,
here on Friday.

Prakash Kumar Kandi was being shifted from
the SCB Medical College and Hospital in
Cuttack to a private hospital in Bhubaneswar
when the incident occurred on the bridge
over Kathajodi river, just outside Cuttack
city. Family members alleged that the
ambulance ran out of fuel, but police
attributed the incident to a technical snag.
The incident came amid reports of panic
buying and a fuel crisis, with long queues
seen at petrol pumps.

A native of Govindpur village under Derabish
police limits in Kendrapara district, Kandi
was undergoing treatment after allegedly
consuming poison. When his condition
became critical, he was being shifted to
Bhubaneswar.

Kandi’s family members alleged that the
ambulance suddenly stopped in the middle
of the bridge after running out of fuel. The
delay led to the patient’s death, they claimed.

“Despite requests, no one extended help by
sharing fuel from their vehicles. It took
around half an hour for another ambulance to
reach the spot and, by that time, the oxygen
supply had also run out and the patient had
died,” alleged Jharana Das, Kandi’s sister-
in-law.

The family members accused the ambulance
operator of negligence and demanded
stringent action. “The ambulance operator
should have ensured that the vehicle was
fuelled and oxygen cylinders were
adequately stocked before leaving Cuttack
for Bhubaneswar,” Das alleged.

Chief district medical officer of Cuttack, Dr
Prasant Kumar Hota, said an inquiry had
been initiated into the incident and a detailed
report had been sought from the ambulance
operator.

Police, however, ruled out the possibility of
the ambulance running out of fuel. “There
was sufficient fuel in the vehicle, which
broke down due to a mechanical defect in the
gearbox,” said additional 1IC of Cuttack
Sadar police station, Sushant Pani. Pani,
who conducted a preliminary inquiry, said
neither the driver nor the owner of the
private ambulance was found near the
vehicle.

Midnight queues continue outside petrol
pumps across Odisha despite rise in price

Some fuel stations temporarily ran out of stock for the second consecutive day due to the sudden surge in demand in

KOCHI.(Agency)

Even as the Centre hiked petrol and diesel
prices by Rs 3 per litre, panic buying
fuelled by rumours of fuel shortage
sparked heavy rush and long queues at
petrol pumps in different parts of the state
for the fourth consecutive day on Friday.

Despite claims of adequate stocks in the

state, people lined up at petrol pumps in
Bhubaneswar, Cuttack, Rourkela,
Berhampur and other areas till late into
the night. Some fuel stations even shut
down from the morning, adding to
inconvenience of the vehicle owners.

The state capital saw heavy rush of

motorists in petrol pumps from midnight
on Thursday. At one fuel station in
Rasulgarh, police had to drive away
motorists at around 3 am and barricade

the last three days.

the premises to prevent a jam.

Some fuel stations temporarily ran out of

stock for the second consecutive
day due to the sudden surge in
demand in the last three

days.General secretary of All . 4 2

India Petroleum Dealers’
Association and Utkal Petroleum §
Dealers’ Association Sanjay Lath
reiterated that the situation is
largely driven by panic buying and
misinformation, while the =
disruption in supply, despite
adequate stock, has made things
worse. The oil companies must ensure the
supply remains smooth to prevent panic
buying, he said.

The representatives of State Truck Owners’

and Bus Owners’ Associations who met

transport commissioner on the day, said
the government has sought 48 hours time

to resolve the issues related to oil supply.
“Hundreds of trucks are stranded in
different places or waiting at fuel stations.
The government must find an immediate
solution,” general secretary Pranab Parija

told mediapersons.

All Odisha Private Bus Owners’
Association (AOPBOA) secretary
Debendra Sahoo said the body has
demanded dedicated petrol pumps for
heavy vehicles, buses in particular, to
prevent disruption in public transport
service during the ongoing crisis. The
heavy rush of two-wheelers and four-
wheelers is preventing us from getting
fuel on time, he said.

Fuel prices hiked

The Utkal Petroleum Dealers’
Association said price of petrol rose by

Rs 3.22, while diesel price increased by

Rs 3.19 in the state. The regular petrol

after price revision now costs around Rs

104.51, while diesel costs Rs 95.99 per

litre, Lath said.
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Robert Vadra granted pre-arrest bail in
Shikohpur land deal money laundering case

N

Robert Vadra appeared before court after summons in the Enforcement Directorate case linked to alleged money laundering in the Shikohpur land deal in Haryana.

New Delhi.(Agency)

In a major setback to the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) in the Shikhopur land
deal case, Robert Vadra was on Saturday
granted bail by Delhi’s Rouse Avenue
Court after appearing before it in
compliance with summons issued earlier
while taking cognisance of the
investigation agency's chargesheet.

The matter came up before Special Judge
Sushant Changotra, who directed Vadra to
furnish bail bonds. The court made it clear
that no additional conditions were being
imposed while granting him relief. "I am
asking to file a bail bond, not any other
considerations," the judge observed during
the hearing.

Vadra appeared before the court after a
summons had been issued to him and eight
others when the court took cognisance of

the prosecution complaint
filed by the ED. The complaint
relates to allegations of money
laundering arising out of a land
transaction in Haryana’s
Shikohpur village.

During the proceedings, ED
counsel Zoheb Hossain
appeared virtually and
informed the court that the
agency was filing a status
report in compliance with
court directions.

However, he sought two
additional weeks to file a detailed report
regarding further investigation in the case.
He told the court that the agency was still
examining certain aspects and needed
more time to complete the process. The ED
also informed the court that Vadra had

Audit flags former Delhi Medical

Council registrar’s irregular service
extension, losses worth over Rs 10

crore

New Delhi.(Agency)

From expensive Diwali gifts and foreign trips to
irregular extension of service and enhancement of
retirement age of its registrar, a special audit conducted
by the Delhi Health department has flagged financial
and administrative irregularities in the functioning of
the Delhi Medical Council (DMC), estimating losses
worth over Rs 10 crore to the government exchequer.

The audit report observed that the then Registrar Dr
Girish Tyagi, in his official capacity, was responsible
for the government losing more than Rs 5.57 crore
between 2019 and 2025 due to a reduction in renewal
fees that doctors had to pay while they renewed their
registration with the DMC. In addition, the report
recommended that the government should recover
monetary benefits exceeding Rs 3.23 crore from Tyagi
that he had received in the form of salary, allowances
and related expenditures.

Responding to the allegations, Tyagi termed the audit
findings “misleading” and maintained that they
appeared aimed at “deliberately creating a false public
perception of corruption where none has been
established”.

Alleging that the issue regarding extension of service
was being selectively projected, Tyagi said that as the
registrar, he was merely an employee of DMC. “An
employee cannot grant an extension to himself. The
extension of service was approved by a duly
constituted 25-member Delhi Medical Council
through its competent decision-making process.
Significantly, many of the very persons now
attempting to raise false allegations were themselves
signatories to or participants in those decisions,” he
added.

He maintained that the matter is sub judice and any
attempt to publicly pronounce guilt or create a media
narrative was “premature, improper, and contrary to
principles of natural justice”.

Only electric three-wheelers to be
registered from January 2027:

CAQM
New Delhi.(Agency)

From mandating electric three-wheelers to restricting fuel
for polluting vehicles, the Commission for Air Quality
Management (CAQM) on Friday issued a set of
directions aimed at tackling key sources of air pollution
across the NCR.

Atits 28th full Commission meeting, the panel decided to
allow only electric three-wheelers (L5 category) —
both passenger and goods — to be registered in a phased
manner. The rollout will begin in Delhi from January 1,
2027, extend to high vehicle-density districts including
Gurugram, Faridabad, Sonipat, Ghaziabad and Gautam
Buddha Nagar from January 1, 2028, and cover the
remaining NCR districts from January 1, 2029. This
also means that existing CNG or diesel three-wheelers
would still be allowed to operate until they are gradually
phased out.

The Commission also directed to restrict the sale of fuel to
vehicles without a valid Pollution Under Control
Certificate (PUCC) across the NCR from October 1 this
year, tightening enforcement against polluting vehicles.

Flagging a spike in crop residue burning, the Commission
noted that Punjab recorded 8,986 stubble burning
incidents between April 1 and May 14 this year, and
directed state authorities to step up enforcement
measures to curb such cases.

It is also for the first time that paddy stubble burning will
be officially monitored on ground. To implement this,
the Commission also directed for the implementation of
the Action Plan for prevention and control of paddy
stubble burning in 2026 with a target of complete
elimination of paddy stubble burning in the NCR states.
According to a statement by the Commission, state
governments have prepared and updated state-specific
action plans for this year’s paddy harvest season in line
with the broad framework provided by the CAQM.

The Commission also reviewed the expansion of the
Continuous Ambient Air Quality Monitoring Stations
(CAAQMS) network, noting that 46 additional stations
are proposed across the NCR, taking the total to 157.
Under revised norms, monitoring density will be one
station per 25 sq km in Delhi and contiguous cities, and
one per 50 sq km in other districts, with directions
issued for faster installation.

DLF forRs 58 crore.

challenged the order taking cognisance of
the chargesheet before the Delhi High
Court. The trial court then listed the matter
for further hearing on July 10.
WHAT'S THE MATTER?
The case stems from an FIR registered in

trail.

individuals and entities.

Delhi government plans Miyawaki forest

plantation at Asola-Bhatti Wildlife Sanctuary

The move comes amid a broader push by the Delhi government to

September 2018 over an alleged
irregular land transaction
involving a 3.5-acre plot in
Gurugram’s Shikohpur.
According to the ED, Vadra’s
company allegedly purchased
the land from Omkareshwar
Properties in February 2008 for
Rs 7.5 crore and later sold it to

The agency suspects that the
transaction generated proceeds
that formed part of a money
laundering operation and

initiated an investigation into the financial

The prosecution complaint filed by the ED in
July 2025 named Vadra and several other

The original FIR also included former

Haryana chief ministers Manohar Lal
Khattar and Bhupinder Singh Hooda, along
with a property dealer and the real estate
company. Charges cited in the case include
corruption, forgery and cheating.
ROBERT VADRA ATTACKS ED

Speaking to reporters after the hearing, Vadra
launched a sharp attack at the ED and
claimed that its integrity was
compromised, while also expressing
complete faith in the country's judicial
system. He said, "I believe in the judicial
system of this country. I know that the ED
is being managed by the government, and it
will keep on working at the behest of it. So,
it's not fair from the ED's side. But I believe
in the judicial system of the country. So, I
am always going to be here and answer all
the questions. Whatever the formalities are,
I'will complete them".

She hoped to clear NEET
after 2 failed attempts,
found hanging after exam
cancelled

New Delhi.(Agency)

enhance green buffers. particularly in the city’s southern ridge areas. Third time lucky. She had told her family that she

New Delhi.(Agency)
Delhi’s Forest department is
planning a Miyawaki plantation
drive at Asola-Bhatti Wildlife
Sanctuary in South Delhi.
The department has floated a
fresh tender with a proposal
to plant and maintain 40,000
saplings and 20,000 shrubs.

According to the tender notice
issued by the South Forest
Division, the project will be
implemented over a one-year
period, during 2025-26,
focusing on dense, fast-
growing Miyawaki forests
aimed at improving green
cover and local biodiversity.

Officials said the initiative is part of
the government’s ongoing efforts to
strengthen urban afforestation in

ecologically sensitive zones, which
are close to the Asola-Bhatti
Wildlife Sanctuary and have seen

sustained plantation drives in recent
years. The Miyawaki technique is
known for creating compact forests
with high survival rates. The Forest
department has been adopting the

urban spaces rapidly.

day.

South Division.

city’s southern ridge areas.

Noida workers’ protest violence: Kin allege custodial torture,

Supreme Court asks UP govt to produce before it two arrested men

New Delhi.(Agency)

The Supreme Court on Friday asked the Uttar Pradesh
government to produce before it two of the men arrested in
connection with the April 13 violence in Noida following a
worker’s protest after their families alleged that they were

tortured in custody.

A bench of Justice B V Nagarathna
and Justice Ujjal Bhuyan asked the ||
counsel appearing for the state &
government to produce Aditya @&
Anand and Rupesh Roy beforeiton
May 18 at 2 pm. The bench was
hearing a writ petition filed by
Keshav Anand, brother of Aditya.
According to the police, Aditya and
Rupesh had used WhatsApp
groups to instigate violence during
the protests.

Appearing for the petitioner, senior advocate Colin
Gonsalves said Aditya was an engineer and also operated a
children’s library. Seeking an independent investigation
into the matter, he said Aditya campaigned for workers’
rights and his speech recordings were proof of this.The

counsel also claimed that lawyers were not being allowed

to effectively assist Aditya.

supply of grounds of arrest, the counsel said.
[1]]] 788

on 18.05.2026 at2 pm.”

N

cashreward of Rs 1 lakh for his arrest.

technique for increasing greenery in

The e-tender, released on May 8 this
year, has invited bids
from agencies under a
two-bid system. A pre-
bid meeting
scheduled for May 20,
while the deadline for
submission is May 29,
with technical bids set
to be opened the same

s

The project will be
overseen by the Deputy
Conservator of Forests,

The move comes amid a broader push
by the Delhi government to enhance
green buffers, particularly in the

The counsel appearing for the UP government, however,
denied the allegations of torture in policy custody. All
requirements of arrest were complied with, including

Hearing the arguments, the court
said, “We direct respondent
no.1/State to produce the brother
of the petitioner, Aditya Anand,
and Rupesh Roy, before this court

In the meantime, judicial custody of
the two will continue, it added. On
April 17, Noida Police had
identified three persons as the
alleged masterminds in the case:

Rupesh Roy, who claimed to be an autorickshaw driver;

Manisha Chauhan; and Aditya, a BTech graduate from

NIT Jamshedpur. A day later, a joint team of Noida Police

and the Uttar Pradesh Special Task Force arrested Aditya

from Tiruchirappalli railway station. He was carrying a

finally felt hopeful that this year, she would clear
the National Eligibility cum Entrance Test
(Undergraduate) after two failed attempts.

After failing to clear the exam by four marks last
year, a 20-year-old aspirant from Lal Bagh in
North Delhi’s Azadpur had returned from this
year’s exam on May 3 feeling confident about
her performance. But soon after, the National
Testing Agency would cancel the examination
over an alleged paper leak and announce a re-
test on June 21. And she would have to appear
for the exam a fourth time. On Thursday
afternoon, the woman was found hanging inside
her room at her home in Azadpur’s Lal Baghina
suspected case of suicide.

The incident came to light when the police found
her family at Kewal Park Shamshan Ghat after
receiving a PCR call alleging that they were
attempting to cremate the body without
informing authorities.

According to the woman’s relatives, the woman
had been preparing for NEET for the last three
years. “Last year, she missed by just four marks.

Her father had pinned all his hopes on her,” said
her maternal aunt.

The woman lived with her parents, twin sister and
two brothers in Lal Bagh — a dense cluster of
shanties, temporary shops and tangled overhead
wires. Located opposite an Atal Canteen, a 3-ft
wide lane, hardly wide enough for two people to
walk side by side, leads to the family’s two-
room home through a steep staircase. Her father
works as a cab driver, relatives said.

“She was a little stressed for the last few days...
her mother had told me. It was because she
wanted to get admitted to a medical college for
years now,” the uncle told mediapersons.

At the time of the incident, the woman’s parents
were not at home. “I came home yesterday
evening, and that’s when I got to what had
happened,” he added.

The dual-use Great Nicobar Island Project

New Delhi.(Agency)

India's mammoth project to build a transshipment port
on the Great Nicobar Island has sparked controversy,
with Leader of Opposition Rahul Gandhi calling it
"destruction dressed in development language".
Defence analysts have questioned the commercial
utility of a project 1,400 kilometres away from the
Indian mainland.

The Great Nicobar Project seeks to transform the island
into a strategic maritime and economic hub by
leveraging its proximity (about 40 nautical miles) to
the East-West shipping route and reducing India's
dependence on foreign transshipment ports.

The core of the project is a 14.2 million twenty-foot
equivalent unit (MTEU) International Container
Transshipment Terminal (ICTT) at Galathea Bay
which will reduce India's reliance on foreign ports like
Singapore and Colombo for transshipment. Other
elements include a Greenfield International Airport
(4,000 Peak Hour Passengers), a 450 MVA gas-solar
power plantand a planned township. The first phase of
the project is due for completion by 2028.

The Rs 75,000 crore project is located just 40 nautical
miles from one of the world's most critical maritime

India's most significant port project is a geopolitical project of enormous ramifications.

arteries, carrying 50 per cent of global container
traffic and roughly 80 per cent of global seaborne oil
trade. It transforms India from being a mere observer

in the Association of South East Asian Nations ¢ )
(ASEAN), into a key participant in the influential ~Yet, even after 25 years, India has not based major

economic grouping. This is only one of the reasons
that makes the GNI one of the most significant geo-
strategic projects ever attempted by India.

THE MALACCADILEMMA

The 921-square kilometre Great Nicobar Island is
India's southernmost territory. It is a third the size of

the state of Goa, and is located near the Six Degree
Channel — the primary trade route exiting from the
narrow funnel of the Malacca Strait. Nearly 80 per
cent of China's energy supplies pass through this
critical maritime chokepoint, leading then-Chinese
President Hu Jintao to coin the term "Malacca
Dilemma" in2003.

In this Chinese dilemma lies an Indian opportunity.

India maintains seven small military bases on the
Andaman and Nicobar Islands, including an airstrip,
INS Baaz in Campbell Bay on the Great Nicobar
Island. A tri-services theatre command established
here in 2001 integrates land, air and naval assets. An
Indian submarine based in the Andaman Islands
would take just five days to arrive at the chokepoints
of the Indonesian islands, roughly half the time it
would take from Visakhapatnam.

warships, fighter aircraft, submarines or long-range
Anti-Submarine Warfare (ASW) aircraft on these
islands. Common reasons include a lack of fuel
storage facilities, docking and repair facilities for
warships and submarines. It is a chicken and egg
conundrum.
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They funded their own dreams. Now Netherlands
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Brand Beckham soars:
David Beckham
becomes UK's first
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women are ready to play a World Cup

billionaire sportsman

New Delhi. (Agency)
David Beckham, the boy from Leytonstone
who once conquered world football with a
swing of his right boot, has achieved what no

World Cup, the Dutch pulled off another
remarkable victory, bowling England out
for just 88 runs in a stunning display.

But while the men were making headlines

2014, but we didn’t have T20I status back
then. We’ve come a long, long way since.
Back then, we had to pay for our own tours
and trips, and our coach wasn’t full-time.

some of the girls are on part-time contracts as
well,” Babette said.
THE HAPPY MOMENT OF SHIVERS
Cricket has always flowed through the veins of

« Lhe Netherlands are all set to make their
Women's T20 World Cup debut next month

British athlete before him ever could: the ten-
figure club.According to the latest iteration
of the Sunday Times Rich List, David and
Victoria Beckham have officially crossed the
threshold into billionaire status, with their
collective net worth skyrocketing to a
staggering A£1.185 billion. The valuation
marks a seismic leap from their estimated
A£500 million fortune last year, making
Beckham the UK'’s first-ever billionaire
sportsman.While the "Brand Beckham"
machine has been a lucrative global
enterprise for three decades, this recent
financial surge is rooted firmly in a
masterstroke of American sporting real estate
and a slice of Argentinian magic.

THE MESSIFACTOR

The crown jewel of Beckham’s empire is Inter
Miami CF. When Beckham signed for the LA

Galaxy in 2007, his contract included a
revolutionary clause allowing him to buy an
MLS expansion franchise for just $25
million. Today, that franchise is valued well
north of A£1 billion. The catalyst for that
exponential valuation jump was the historic
signing of Lionel Messi, which sent global
merchandise sales, ticket prices, and Apple
TV broadcast subscriptions into orbit.
Combined with massive real estate
developments surrounding the club’s
upcoming Miami Freedom Park stadium,
Beckham’s gamble on American soccer has
paid off in historic fashion.Yet, it is not a solo
victory. The milestone represents a twin-
engine financial triumph for Britain's
ultimate power couple. Victoria Beckham’s
luxury fashion and beauty house, which
faced well-documented financial headwinds
for years, has engineered a dramatic U-turn.
The label recently reported revenues
breaching the A£100 million mark, pivoting
into serious profitability and silencing high-
fashion skeptics. are as diversified as they are
deep.

8 sixes in 16 balls: Lack of
clarity gets the better of (SK
against Lucknow

NEW DELHI. (Agency)

In two separate instances during the match
against Lucknow Super Giants, Chennai
Super Kings conceded four sixes in four
balls. In a defence of 187 runs at the Ekana
Stadium in Lucknow, that proved fatal for
the Ruturaj Gaikwad-led side, who were
chasing a top-four spot in the Indian Premier
League's 2026 season.After a slow start to
the season, Chennai had finally begun to put
together some consistent results. Four wins
from their last five games meant that CSK
still had an outside chance of qualifying for
the playoffs. However, it all came crashing
down on Friday when Chennai were blown
away by a magnificent 90-run innings from
Mitchell Marsh, who looked in imperious
touch on May 15.Playing on a deck that had
good bounce and carry for the seamers,
Marsh slammed seven sixes and nine
boundaries before getting run out in the 12th
over of the game. But by the time Marsh
departed, the damage had already been
done.In today's IPL Play of the Day, we look
at how a stretch of 16 balls ruined CSK's
night at the Ekana Stadium on May 15.

On Friday, Chennai Super Kings' fast bowlers
had one clear task: find the length that
helped LSG pacers make life miserable for
Chennai's top order in the first innings. It
seemed to be the hard-length area where
Lucknow's pacers operated, extracting
enough skid and bounce to hurry multiple
batters into mistakes.Young Kartik Sharma
and Shivam Dube had played valuable
knocks to get CSK to a fighting total of 187.
The bowlers simply needed to target the
same areas and test the LSG batters early in
the innings.But that plan quickly fell apart as
Mitchell Marsh took a liking to the CSK
pacers and dismantled them on
Friday.Marsh's incredible assault began in
the fifth over of the match when he took
Anshul Kamboj apart with four consecutive
sixes.

in England and Wales. In an exclusive
conversation with IndiaToday.in, Dutch
skipper Babette de Leede reflected on the
team's remarkable journey, from once
struggling for recognition and resources to
now stepping onto cricket's biggest stage.

New Delhi. (Agency)

2014 remains one of the most unforgettable

years in Dutch cricket history. Under Peter
Borren, the Netherlands men’s team scripted
a miracle at the T20 World Cup, storming
into the Super 10 after chasing 190 against
Ireland in just 13.5 overs in Sylhet.More than
a decade later, Stephan Myburgh’s
breathtaking 23-ball 63 still lives vividly in
memory, not just as one of their best, but as
one of the most astonishing run-chases the
tournament has ever witnessed. In that very

and inspiring a generation, in the same
year, the Dutch women’s team was simply
trying to survive. They did not even have
T20I status then and, instead of earning
from the game, many players often
dipped into their own pockets just to
continue playing the sport they love.
There was no full-time head coach either,
a painful reminder of how little support
surrounded women’s cricket in the
country at the time.It was amid that
uncertainty that a 15-year-old Babette de
Leede made her debut for the Netherlands
in 2014, carrying little more than hope and
adream. 12 years later, that young girl now
stands at the heart of a historic moment,
preparing to lead the Netherlands into their
maiden Women’s T20 World Cup under full-
time coach Neil McRae. What once felt
distant and fragile has finally turned into
something beautifully real for Dutch
women’s cricket.I made my debut earlier in

Gradually, things improved. Around 2019 or
2020, we got our first full-time head coach,

who worked a lot with us and helped us get
better,” Babette told IndiaToday in an
exclusive interview.

“We also started receiving match fees or at
least petrol money, so it didn’t cost us to play
cricket or attend training. Now we’re at a
stage where we earn match fees on tour, and

Pakistan's Fatima Sana scores fastest Women's
1201 fifty, smashes Richa Ghosh's record

New Delhi. (Agency)

Fatima Sana etched her name into the record
books after smashing the fastest half-
century in Women’s T20I history during
Pakistan’s third T20I against Zimbabwe in
Karachi. The Pakistan skipper raced to fifty
in only 15 deliveries, surpassing the
previous benchmark of 18 balls jointly
held by Sophie Devine, Phoebe
Litchfield and Richa Ghosh. The Indian
wicketkeeper scored her fifty off 18 balls
during the clash against the West Indies
on December 2024.Her breathtaking
knock also equalled the fastest fifty
recorded in all women’s T20 cricket,
matching feats achieved by Marie Kelly
for Warwickshire in 2022 and Laura
Harris for Otago in the 2025 Super
Smash. Before Sana’s blitz, Pakistan’s
quickest T20I fifty belonged to Nida Dar,
who had reached the landmark in 20 balls
against South Africain2019.

Batting first in the series finale, Pakistan
were already well-placed at 152/4 when

Sana walked in during the 17th over. She
wasted little time settling in, collecting a
boundary off her opening delivery from
Michelle Mavunga before launching a
fierce assault on the Zimbabwe bowlers.
Kudzai Chigora bore the brunt first as Sana
hammered four consecutive boundaries in

one over.The real carnage arrived in the 19th
over against Nomvelo Sibanda. Sana
unleashed a sequence of 4, 4, 6, 6 and 4,
plundering 24 runs from the over and
moving to 48 from just 14 balls. At the

opposite end, Saira Jabeen also played a

fluent hand.Sana brought up the record-

breaking milestone with a couple off the

bowling of Zimunu in the final over before

finishing unbeaten on a stunning 62 from

only 19 deliveries, an innings decorated

with 10 fours and two sixes. Jabeen
remained not out on 50 from 32 balls as
Pakistan piled up 223/4, their second-
highest total in Women’s T20Is.

Zimbabwe never threatened in reply and
were dismissed for 90. Pakistan’s
bowling unit dominated, with Sadia
Igbal and Nashra Sandhu sharing five
wickets, while Sana also chipped in
with 1/28.

Sana has enjoyed a sensational run in
T20Is this year. She is currently
Pakistan’s leading run-scorer in the

format in 2026, amassing 229 runs in five

innings at a strike rate above 206. Earlier
this year, she also produced her career-best

T20I score — a blistering 90 off 41 balls

against South Africa.

MS Dhoni set for CSK return vs SunRisers in
Chennai? Ex-teammate drops big hint

LOS ANGELES. (Agency)

The lingering mystery surrounding MS
Dhoni’s complete absence from the
ongoing Indian Premier League season has
taken a compelling turn, with veteran
Indian spinner Ravichandran Ashwin
hinting that the legendary wicketkeeper-
batter could finally make his heavily
anticipated return in Chennai Super Kings’
must-win encounter against SunRisers
Hyderabad on Monday.Dhoni, who has not
played a single match in Chennai’s 12
fixtures so far this season due to a calf
injury sustained during pre-season training,
left fans crestfallen yet again on Friday
night. Despite travel arrangements being
made for him to join the squad in Lucknow,
the 44-year-old ultimately stayed back in
Chennai as CSK fell to a damaging seven-
wicket defeat against Lucknow Super
Giants.However, speaking on his YouTube
channel, Ashwin offered a reassuring
assessment of Dhoni's physical state,
suggesting that a return to the playing XI at
Chepauk on Monday is firmly on the
horizon."Even now, if we talk about a

quality pace hitter, I think it's him," Ashwin
said, underscoring Dhoni’s enduring value
to a middle order that has occasionally
lacked late-innings impetus.

"Let's see. I have a feeling that against

SunRisers Hyderabad, there is a good
chance of him playing. Let's wait and see
how it goes."Whether the former captain
can provide the fairytale finish to an

otherwise frustrating season remains to be
seen, but according to Ashwin, the medical
green light is imminent."As far as I have

heard, he has been ready to take the field for
the last two-three games," Ashwin said.

ASHWIN DEFENDS CHENNAI AMID

INJURY WOES

Addressing the inevitable scrutiny that

accompanies the prolonged rehabilitation
of a high-profile athlete, Ashwin came to
the defence of the Chennai team
management. He dismissed the notion that
skipper Ruturaj Gaikwad or head coach
Stephen Fleming could have managed the
situation differently, pointing instead to
the complex realities of modern sports
science.

“I think the more you cut down on training,

the chances of getting injured increases.
Some, in a bid to avoid injuries, they look
at hopping from match to match—that's
wrong. But this is another department; it's
physiotherapy and sports science. I don't
think the coach and the captain can be
blamed. They can't do anything," Ashwin
explained.

the De Leede family. Babette’s uncle, Tim de
Leede, etched his name into Dutch cricket
folklore during the World Cup 2003
when he produced a Player of the
Match performance against India and
even dismissed the great Sachin
Tendulkar as his very first
international wicket. Her cousin, Bas
de Leede, has already carried the
family legacy onto the ODI and T20
World Cup stages.Now, another
chapter is ready to be written. Babette
is preparing to represent the
Netherlands at one of cricket’s
grandest events in England and Wales,
adding her own story to a family that
has long served Dutch cricket with
pride.Earlier this year in Nepal, the
Netherlands women scripted a remarkable
run at the Qualifiers, winning five
consecutive matches to book their place at
the global event alongside Bangladesh.

Anshul Kamboj was
terrified: Ex-IND captain
points out when CSK
star lost plot vs LSG

Dharamsala. (Agency)

Anshul Kamboj had a day to forget at the Ekana

Stadium against the Lucknow Super Giants.
The CSK pacer came in as a bowler who was
competing with Bhuvneshwar Kumar for the
purple cap, but looked very ordinary in his
efforts against LSG, conceding 63 runs off just
16 balls.

LSGvs CSK, IPL2026: Highlights | Scorecard
This included two separate instances where the

pacer was hit for four consecutive sixes, first by
Mitchell Marsh and then by Nicholas Pooran.
Speaking on his YouTube channel, former
India captain and selector, Kris Srikkanth
pointed out the exact moment where Kamboj
lost the plot.Srikkanth slammed the planning of
Kamboj for trying to bowl a short delivery
against Marsh. He then said by the third ball of
the over, the CSK pacer looked spooked and
fear had crept into his mind and kept making
the same mistake again and again.

"What did he bowl first ball? A short-of-a-length

delivery. Against Australians, if you bowl
short, they’ll punish you badly. Marsh smashed
that first ball over covers for six. Remember
that shot? After that, Kamboj kept bowling
short, trying to get bounce, and Marsh pulled
him over square leg for another six."

"From the third ball onwards, if you watch the

slow-motion replay carefully, you can notice it
in Kamboj’s run-up itself. He got scared after
those first two sixes. The fear crept in
immediately, and from there he kept bowling
shorter and shorter," said Srikkanth.

WHAT CSK NEEDED TO DO
Srikkanth agreed with the fact that Kamboj

shouldn't have bowled at that time and CSK
should have persisted with Mukul Choudhary
and Spencer Johnson, who looked impressive
early on in the match.The former India selector
said that CSK should continued bowling good
and Test match lengths and continued with the
left-arm pace duo."Look at Spencer Johnson —
even he only got hit in the final over.

Ain't trending no more: Akash Singh's note
celebration vs (SK leaves Steyn fed up

«Akash Singh flashed a handwritten
note after striking against (SK in
Lucknow. But Dale Steyn wasn't too
pleased with the celebration,
claiming that flashing the note was
never a trend in the first place.

Dharamsala. (Agency)

Is the note celebration in IPL becoming
outdated? Dale Steyn certainly thinks so, and
he made his feelings felt right after Akash
Singh pulled out a piece of paper with a
message during the LSG vs CSK game at the
Ekana Stadium on May 15.LSG vs CSK, IPL
2026: Highlights | Scorecard

Akash played his first match of the season and
rocked the CSK top order by picking the

wickets of Ruturaj Gaikwad, Sanju Samson
and Urvil Patel. Right after the wicket of
Ruturaj, he pulled off the note that read, This
trend started last year when Abhishek
Sharma delivered a message for the SRH

fans and it has continued this season with
Raghu Sharma first doing it and then Urvil
Patel showing a message dedicated to his
dad.But by the time Akash pulled it off, Steyn
said it was time to put the papers away. The

South African legend, in a tweet, said that the
note celebration isn't trending anymore and
itnever was in fashion.

"Time to put the papers away. It ain’t trending
no more. Actually, to be honest, never really
was," said Steyn on X.

WHY DID AKASH PULL OFF NOTE
CELEBRATION?

During the match, Justin Langer was quizzed
about the celebration from Akash by the
commentators and he said that he wasn't
aware of it and it was something they will
need to look into.

But, Akash then revealed it after the end of the
first innings, saying that there was no reason
behind and the chit was there to act as
motivation for him."lIt just gives me
motivation. There is no reason behind it.
Whatever motivates me during the game, I'll
keep backing it," said Akash.It will be
interesting to see if the players will now heed
to Steyn's advice and look for a new
celebration during matches.
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Govt revises petrol export
tax, cuts diesel, ATF duties

New Delhi,.(Agency)

The government has revised export taxes on
petroleum products, imposing a special additional
excise duty (SAED) of Rs 3 per litre on petrol
exports while reducing the duty on diesel to Rs 16.5
per litre, effective from Saturday.

The notification by the Ministry of Finance stated that
the entry of Rs 3 per litre shall be substituted for
petrol exports, while diesel has been revised to Rs
16.5 per litre.It further said the road and
infrastructure cess has been reduced to zero on
petrol and diesel exports.The fresh SAED levy on
petrol exports marks the first such duty since the
outbreak of the West Asia conflict.

While export duties on diesel and ATF have been
reduced from higher levels after a series of revisions
in recent months.Earlier, export duty on diesel was
revised multiple times. It was first set at Rs 21.50
per litre on March 26, then raised to Rs 55.5 per litre
on April 11. Later, it was cut to Rs 23 per litre on
April 30, and has now been further reduced to Rs
16.5 per litre.Similarly, aviation turbine fuel (ATF)
followed a similar pattern. The duty was first Rs
29.5 per litre, then increased to Rs 42 per litre. It was
later reduced to Rs 33 per litre and has now been
brought down to Rs 16 per litre.The windfall tax
framework was introduced to ensure adequate
domestic fuel availability and curb exports amid
volatile global oil markets triggered by the West
Asia crisis.Geopolitical tensions remain elevated
after the United States and Iran failed to reach a
peace agreement, with US President Donald Trump
rejecting Iran’s proposal, saying: “I don’t like it —
TOTALLY UNACCEPTABLE.”

NPS annuity exit rules
eased for retirees facing
financial emergency: Know
the details

Kolkata .(Agency)

One of the reasons why NPS, or National Pension
System, is yet to enlist the desired number of
subscribers is often cited to be the rigidity inherent in
the structure. PFRDA, or the Pension Fund
Regulatory and Development Authority, which
regulates the system, has eased one of the rigid rules
of annuity. The PFRDA’s new rules will make it
easier for retirees could find themselves stuck with
older annuity contracts. On May 14, PFRDA issued a
circular which stipulated that annuity service
providers can now permit surrender of annuity
policies in select cases. These are specifically
instances where the annuitant, or a family member of
the annuitant, is critically ill and needs funds quickly
on an emergency basis. There is a second category
too — NPS subscribers for whom the annuity policy
was issued before October 24, 2024 and already
carried an explicit surrender clause. While the earlier
system almost debarred exiting an annuity, the new
PFRDA rule can be viewed as a significant easing of
therigidity.

The significance for NPS subscribers

Under the NPS rules, subscribers are required to retain
at least 40% of their retirement corpus to buy
annuity. This other portion — 100% minus whatever
is retained for annuity — is used for providing
monthly pension after retirement. These rules
governing the annuity portions are extremely rigid
and illiquid. The NPS subscribers could not exit
annuities earlier. Needless to say, it was of
inconvenience to many NPS subscribers who just
couldn’t take out the money irrespective of how
severe the emergency was.

What changed after the 2024 circular

PFRDA had earlier tightened annuity rules. In October
2024 a circular barred annuity service providers
from allowing surrender or cancellation of annuities.
The only exception was a free-look period available
immediately after policy issuance. The argument at
that time for PFRDA was that this rigid rule was
required for “long-term old-age income security for
subscribers”.

India-Brics trade booms to
$416 billion, but deficit
keeps rising

NEW YORK.(Agency)

India’s trade with Brics countries gathered pace over
the past five years, making the bloc a significant part
of the country’s imports. However, this growing
trade also reflects a bigger problem: India is relying
more on imports from the bloc, pushing its trade
deficit higher.

A report by Rubix Data Sciences said India’s bilateral
trade with the other 10 Brics countries touched $416
billion in CY2025, growing at nearly 10% every
year between CY2021 and CY2025. But while trade
has increased, India’s goods trade deficit with the
bloc has nearly doubled in the same period, rising
from $117 billion to $224 billion.

A big reason for this is the sharp jump in imports.
India’s imports from Brics nations stood at $320
billion in CY2025, growing at a 12% CAGR over
five years. This also pushed Brics’ share in India’s
total imports from 36% in CY2021 to 43% in
CY2025.Within Brics, Russia became one of India’s
fastest-growing import partners, with imports rising
at a 61% CAGR, mainly because of crude oil
purchases. The UAE and Brazil also remained major
trade partners, each recording 12% CAGR growth.

Exports, however, have not kept pace.

India’s exports to Brics countries reached $96 billion
in CY2025, growing at just 3% CAGR over the same
period. Brics accounted for around 22% of India’s
total exports. Among the bloc, exports to the UAE
grew the fastest at 11%, followed by Russia at 8%
and Egypt at 5%.This gap between imports and
exports has widened India’s trade imbalance with
several Brics members.
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Govt levies windfall gains tax on petrol
exports; slashes levy on diesel, jet fuel

The impact of the US-Iran war
was finally felt on the retail
prices of petrol and diesel when
the oil marketing companies
were allowed to raise prices of
these two fuels by more than Rs
3 per litre. The latest measure is

the imposition of the windfall tax.

New Delhi,.(Agency)
The government has imposed windfall
gains tax of Rs 3 per litre on the export of
petrol. On the other hand, it reduced the
levy on diesel to Rs 16.5 per litre and jet
fuel or ATF (aviation turbine fuel) to Rs
16 per litre. The new charges will be
effective from Saturday, May 16. As the

Sensex, Nifty slide over 2% amid
crude surge, geopolitical tensions

New Delhi.(Agency)
Domestic equity markets witnessed
another week of sharp correction, with

benchmark indices declining over 2 per Also Read: India-UAE Ink LPG, Strategic

cent each amid rising crude oil prices
and ongoing geopolitical tensions in
West Asia. Nifty declined by 2.2 per
cent or 532 points during the week to
close at 23,643.5 against the previous
Friday's closing, while Sensex dropped
2.7 per cent or over 2,000 points to end
at 75,238 . Meanwhile, broader markets
remained under heavier pressure, with
the mid-cap index falling over 2 per
cent and the small-cap index losing
nearly 4 per cent.Sectorally, realty
stocks were worst performers, with
BSE Realty plunging almost 8 per
cent.Meanwhile, IT stocks also
remained under pressure, with the BSE
IT index falling 5.7 per cent, followed
by auto, capital goods and consumer
durable shares.In addition, banking and
PSU stocks also witnessed selling
pressure, with the BSE Bankex and
BSE PSU indices declining 3 per cent
each.However, few defensive sectors

SEBI relaxes borrowing norms for
InviTs above 49% leverage limit

work.SEBI has also allowed

refinancing of existing debt by InvITs,

special purpose vehicles and holding

companies under

conditions.The market regulator
clarified that refinancing would be
restricted only to the principal
amount of the original borrowing,
while accumulated
penalties, fees or other charges
cannot be refinanced.

“Only the principal portion of debt is
refinanced, that is, any accumulated
interest or any charges or fees by
whatever name called shall not be
refinanced,” the regulator said.The

revised framework follows

amendments introduced to Regulation
20(3)(b)(ii) of the SEBI InvIT

Regulations on April 17, 2026, which

broadened the permitted use of Officials have maintained that such flexible

tools like SAED allow the Centre to respond
swiftly to volatile global crude markets

New Delhi,.(Agency)
Securities and Exchange Board of India
(SEBI) on Friday relaxed borrowing
norms for Infrastructure Investment
Trusts (InvITs) with leverage
exceeding 49 per cent of asset value, a
move aimed at expanding financing
flexibility for infrastructure projects
and improving funding access across
the sector. In a circular, the market
regulator said InvITs will now be
allowed to raise fresh borrowings
above the 49 per cent leverage
threshold for capital expenditure
intended to enhance asset
performance or expand project
capacity.The regulator has also
permitted InvITs to use additional debt
for major maintenance expenses
related to road infrastructure
projects.According to the circular, such
expenses will include non-routine
maintenance obligations mandated

nomenclature indicates, windfall tax is
defined as a temporary tax levied by
governments on industries which
witness unexpected surges in
profitability. These are typically caused
by geopolitical crises and/or supply
chain bottlenecks. The idea is to earn
from the taxes of super-profits or
windfall gains during times of higher
global prices. This is a tool for
governments to regulate the trade
deficit. The decision was announced less
than 24 hours after the decision to raise
retail prices of petrol and diesel.
Special additional excise duty
The windfall tax has come as a Special
Additional Excise Duty. It is adjusted
every fortnight by the government based
on fluctuations in international crude oil
prices. The special additional excise duty
on petrol at Rs 3 per litre comes for the
first time since the hostilities began on
February 28 in West Asia when US forces
attacked Teheran. The objective of the
windfall tax is to rein in exporters from
taking undue advantage of the price

outperformed, with BSE Metal gaining
1.5 per cent, while healthcare stocks
rose 1.4 per cent.

oil reserve deals amid US-Iran war
fearsFrom the 30-scrip basket, Titan

-

Company was the top loser, falling 7.6
per cent, followed by Reliance
Industries, Tech Mahindra and
Mahindra & Mahindra.According to
market experts, investor sentiment to
remained cautious amid the lack of
meaningful de-escalation in West Asia  in
tensions and their impact on crude oil

under concession agreements.“Major
maintenance expense shall mean
expenditure incurred on maintenance
of road project which is not routine
maintenance and is in accordance with

r

the obligations and requirements
specified in the concession
agreement,” SEBIsaid.

The relaxation is expected to particularly
benefit road-focused InvITs that
require significant funding for large-
scale repairs and periodic maintenance

prices, inflation and the rupee.

They said elevated crude prices, rising
global bond yields and sustained
strength in the US dollar continued to
pressure emerging markets, leading to
intermittent foreign fund outflows and

In addition, global cues also

Moreover, concerns over disruptions
crude oil prices elevated in the USD
105-110 per barrel range.Despite the
correction, domestic institutional
investors continued to provide support
participation.Additionally, SIP inflows

helping absorb sustained F1I selling.

borrowings beyond the leverage
ceiling.

differences, as globally crude oil prices
have surged from about $70 a barrel to
more than $110 a barrel.

Export duty on diesel and jet fuel

The duty on export of diesel was Rs 23 per
litre, which has now been reduced to Rs
16.5 per litre. The duty on export of jet
fuel was Rs 33 per litre but has been
reduced to Rs 16 per litre. As the war
progressed and prices of crude oil jumped
in the global markets, the Centre imposed
an export duty on diesel at Rs 21.50 a
litre, and on ATF at Rs 29.5 a litre on

currency weakness.Analysts
further noted that higher wholesale
inflation, fuel price pass-through
and elevated bond yields have
increased concerns over
macroeconomic stability and
future monetary policy actions.

remained negative as tensions in
West Asia continued without any
breakthrough.

in the Strait of Hormuz kept Brent

the market, aided by strong retail

April stood at Rs 31,115 crore,

specified

interest,

Indian consumers.This
fortnightly revision in export duties, a
mechanism introduced after levies were first
imposed on March 27, 2026, amid global
supply uncertainties stemming from West Asia
tensions. The government has periodically
calibrated these duties—previously reduced
for diesel and ATF effective May 1, to balance
domestic availability, discourage excessive
exports when international prices are
attractive, and prevent windfall gains for
exporters at the expense of local
supply.Experts note that the adjustment,
particularly the introduction of a modest duty
on petrol exports (which was previously nil),
could moderately impact margins of export-
oriented refiners such as Reliance Industries,
while public sector oil marketing companies
with a stronger domestic focus may see limited
effects. The policy continues to prioritise fuel
security for Indian consumers by making
exports relatively less lucrative.

March 26. When it was reviewed on April
11, the export duty on diesel was raised to
Rs 55.5 per litre and that on jet fuel to Rs
42 per litre. The duties were slashed
to Rs 23 per litre on diesel and Rs 33
per litre on jet fuel when the
government reviewed the rates on
April 30.
Retail prices raised, more can
follow
The impact of the US-Iran war was
finally felt on the retail prices of
petrol and diesel when the oil
marketing companies were allowed
to raise prices of these two fuels by
more than Rs 3 per litre. The price
rise happened after a gap of four
years. The latest measure in the petro-
fuels domain is the imposition of the
windfall tax. In April, the government cut
excise duty on petrol and diesel by Rs 10 a
litre to provide relief to the oil marketing
companies which were getting
sandwiched between galloping crude oil
prices and an unaltered retail fuel price
line.

Ministry of Finance hikes
Special Additional Excise
Duty on petroleum exports

New Delhi.(Agency)

The Ministry of Finance has notified a hike in
Special Additional Excise Duty (SAED) on
exports of petroleum products, imposing Rs 3
per litre on petrol, Rs 16.5 per litre on diesel,
and Rs 16 per litre on Aviation Turbine Fuel
(ATF). The move, announced through official
gazette notifications on May 15, aims to adjust
export levies while setting the Road and
Infrastructure Cess (RIC) to nil on these
products."The notification shall come into
force with effect from May 16, 2026," read the
statement.Domestic excise duties on petrol
and diesel meant for local consumption will
remain unchanged, ensuring no immediate

impact on retail fuel prices within the country.
The differential taxation strategy is expected
to boost government revenue from petroleum
exports without affecting price stability for

marks the latest

PFRDA’s new NPS rules: Retirees can now
up to 80% corpus after retirement

withdraw

The Pension Fund Regulatory and
Development Authority issued a
circular on May 15, 2026, formally
launching the Retirement Income
Scheme alongside several new
post-retirement drawdown
mechanisms.

New Delhi.(Agency)

India's pension regulator has overhauled the
way National Pension System subscribers
can access their retirement savings,
introducing a set of new options designed
to give retirees meaningful control over
how and when they draw down their
corpus.The Pension Fund Regulatory and
Development Authority issued a circular
on May 15, 2026, formally launching the
Retirement Income Scheme alongside
several new post-retirement drawdown
mechanisms. The core objective is
straightforward: move away from a one-

size-fits-all payout model and allow
subscribers to structure withdrawals
around their actual financial needs in
retirement.The most significant
structural shift involves the annuity
requirement for private-sector and non-
government subscribers.
Previously, retirees were required to
deploy 40 percent of their
accumulated corpus into an annuity
product that pays a fixed income for
life, leaving 60 percent available for
lump sum withdrawal. That ratio
has now been inverted. Under the
revised framework, the mandatory
annuity floor drops to 20 percent,
freeing up to 80 percent of the
corpus for lump sum or phased
withdrawal. The regulator has been
explicit that the new drawdown
options sit alongside the annuity
requirement rather than replacing it
— subscribers must still purchase an
annuity with the minimum mandated
portion.For subscribers whose total
corpus does not exceed Rs 8 lakh, the
annuity requirement is waived entirely,

allowing full withdrawal. Those with a
corpus between Rs 8 lakh and Rs 12 lakh
can withdraw up to Rs 6 lakh as a lump
sum, with the remainder channelled into
annuity or structured withdrawal
products.

New Withdrawal Instruments

Two new withdrawal tools have been
introduced to support phased drawdown.
The Systematic Lump Sum Withdrawal
allows retirees to pull money out in
instalments over a defined period rather

(Y

than taking the entire available amount at
once. The Systematic Unit Redemption
operates on a similar principle, enabling
periodic redemption of NPS units to
generate a regular income stream.
Together, these instruments give retirees
the kind of cash flow management
tools that were previously
unavailable within the NPS
architecture.
| LongerInvestment Window
PFRDA has also extended the age limit
up to which subscribers can remain
invested in NPS from 75 to 85 years.
For retirees who do not immediately
need their full corpus, this extension
provides a longer runway for
retirement savings to continue
compounding within the system.A
new investment option called RIS
Steady has been introduced under the
Retirement Income Scheme. It
operates on a glide path model,
automatically reducing equity exposure
as the subscriber ages, thereby managing
market risk progressively through the
retirement years.
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Abhishek Bachchan’s Villain Avatar
From Shah Rukh Khan's King
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Divorce: Actor Turns 0ff Comments Section
Atter Funs Troll Disha Patani On Instagram

ctress Mouni Roy has turned off her comments section after announcing

her divorce from Suraj Nambiar. On Thursday, the couple confirmed

their divorce in a joint post in which they confirmed they are parting ways
and requested privacy.The actress soon turned off her comments section and hid
the existing comments. Currently, no comments are visible on the joint post.
While social media users, who couldn’t comment on the recent post, swarmed
to Mouni Roy’s older posts. They dragged Disha into the marriage controversy
surrounding Mouni and Suraj, and accused her of being the home-wrecker.

One user wrote, “Karwa Di mouny our suraj ke bich ladai (You instigated the fight
between Mouni and Suraj)". Another user wrote, “Divorce ke baad new
husband Disha (After divorce, the new husband will be Disha)".

The couple wrote in their post, “We note with dismay the unnecessary and
intrusive attention
into our personal
lives by certain
quarters of the
media. We would
like to state that we
have decided to part
ways and are taking
the necessary time
to address matters
privately and
amicably. Attempts
have been made to
sensationalise our private lives by the circulation of fictitious narratives and
blatant falsehoods, which do not reflect the reality of our relationship".

! They further mentioned, “After thoughtful reflection on evolving personal
\ priorities, we have mutually chosen to move forward on separate paths with

\zspect and understanding. At this point, we are focused on navigating this

phase thoughtfully and privately. We will endeavour to cherish our friendship in
times to come. We sincerely appreciate your understanding, respect for our
privacy, and the continued support extended to us during this time".

For the uninitiated, Mouni Roy’s personal life has been under the scanner for the
past few days. The speculation began after many noticed that Mouni and her
husband, Suraj Nambiar, appeared to have unfollowed each other on Instagram,
sparking concerns about a possible separation.

Mouni and Suraj first crossed paths at a New Year’s celebration in Dubai in 2018.
Introduced through mutual friends, the two quickly formed a close connection.
In the early stages of their relationship, distance proved to be a challenge, with
Suraj living in Dubai and Mouni based in Mumbai. Despite being in a long-
distance relationship, they made constant efforts to spend time together,
frequently travelling to meet one another.The couple tied the knot in 2022 in a
Malayali wedding ceremony followed by a Bengali one in Goa.

Ali Khan

Reveals If Social Media Trolls Affect Her
ntal Health Amid Ongoing Feud With Orry

ctress Sara Ali Khan opened up about
dealing with trolls, online criticism, and

you truly start enjoying your work, you enjoy
the process, and you tell yourself, not in a lie but
in a genuine way, that I have done my best. That
absolves you of any sort of mental guilt and self-
flagellation for no reason. Then you feel like, |
did my best, I did as much as I could, and now
it’s up to God. That gets easier if you put in your

the love she receives from the netizens on
social media.Talking exclusively to IANS, Sara
was asked if these social media comments end
up having an impact on her mental health.

get affected, as at the end of the
day, as an actor, the primary
focus is the audience.However,
she pointed out that as time
passes, one also learns to work
for themselves.She told IANS,
“I’ll be lying if I say I don’t get
affected. I do get affected
because ultimately, I, you
know, do what I do for my
audiences, and if I
disappoint them, I don’t
feel good. But I think
somewhere in this
journey of having
been here now for a
while, you actually start also
working for yourself. And I think I

best, and then that’s it.”
Work-wise, Sara will be seen playing a crucial

learned that late in my career."Sara
further explained, “I think for very
— long the initial focus was, and it’ll
always be, I said ‘Janata Janata’
and I meant that. The focus will

always be the audience. But if

role in the upcoming romantic comedy “Pati
Patni Aur Woh Do", with Ayushmann Khurrana,
Rakul Preet Singh, and Wamiqa Gabbi in crucial
roles, along with others.Directed by Mudassar
Aziz, “Pati Patni Aur Woh Do" will be reaching
the cinema halls on May 15.
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hah Rukh Khan and Deepika Padukone’s
actioner King is among the most-awaited
films of 2026. Helmed by Siddharth Anand,

the film also stars Abhishek Bachchan, Suhana
Khan, Raghav Juyal, Saurabh Shukla and Rani
Mukerji in pivotal roles. The film recently
grabbed attention after videos of SRK and
Deepika from the sets of King were leaked online.
Now, amid the growing curiosity surrounding the
project, fresh glimpses from the shoot have
surfaced, this time featuring Abhishek Bachchan,
who is reportedly set to play the antagonist.

The team was busy shooting for the next schedule in
South Africa recently. However, it is not
confirmed ifthe visuals of Abhishek Bachchan are
from Cape Town or somewhere else. In the leaked
pictures, he is seen standing atop a vehicle while
holding a shotgun. Set against a rugged
mountainous backdrop, the actor sports a dark
outfit layered with a long grey overcoat, adding to
the intense and gritty vibe of the scene.

Reportedly, King Khan, along with the team, had
recently flown to South Africa to film a song
sequence along with crucial climax portions of the
movie. Following an extensive two-week
schedule overseas, the team returned to Mumbai
to continue shooting the next phase of the big-
budget action entertainer.

Meanwhile, SRK and Deepika’s leaked visuals
from the sets earlier left their fans in awe. The
moment was made extra special as Ranveer Singh
and baby Dua were also seen watching them shoot
the romantic song.

However, director Siddharth Anand urged everyone
not to leak assets online. A statement read,
“Request to all the fans. Please do not post or
circulate any leaked multimedia from the sets of
King. The team is working round the clock to
ensure the best cinematic experience for
everyone. Let us wait for the surprise on the big
screen and for the assets to be revealed as the team
of King originally intends to. Thank you for your
love, supportand cooperation."

Saif Ali Khan On Taking ‘Blessings’
From His Kartavya Poster: ‘All The
Best To The Movie’

R J j—* -'
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' I Yhere is a certain breezy self-awareness to Saif

Ali Khan that the internet has quietly adored

for years. Among younger fans, the actor has
earned a reputation for being effortlessly Gen Z
coded, someone who appears unbothered, witty,
slightly chaotic in the best way, and refreshingly
unserious about the heavy machinery of stardom.

Last week, Saif gave the internet yet another
moment to obsess over.At the trailer launch of
Kartavya on May 7, the actor unintentionally
became part of one of the week’s most shared viral
clips. As he entered the venue, Saif was seen
breaking into a small dance before seemingly
“taking blessings" from his own poster. The clip
immediately reminded fans of Kareena Kapoor
Khan’s iconic “Main Apni Favourite Hoon"
energy, sparking memes and amused reactions
across social media.

Saif Ali Khan Explains Viral ‘Blessing’ Moment

Saif has now reacted to the viral moment in a Netflix
video and explained what was actually going on.
According to him, the gesture was not as dramatic
as the internet made it look, but came from a place
of wishing the film and his character well.

He said, “See, the thing is, you walk on, there’s this
huge poster of Kartavya and this cop, who, you can
see that ’'m saying all the best to the movie, all the
best to me playing that. The film, in many ways,
what he’s fighting for is his home and his family.
When 1 read the script, I mean, he’s got many
amazing qualities and he’s probably far more
amazing than [ am."The explanation only added to
the charm of the moment, with fans once again
pointing out how casually funny Saif can be
without seeming to try.

Saif Ali Khan Explains Viral ‘Blessing’ Moment

Saif has now reacted to the viral moment in a Netflix
video and explained what was actually going on.
According to him, the gesture was not as dramatic
as the internet made it look, but came from a place
of wishing the film and his character well.He said,
“See, the thing is, you walk on, there’s this huge
poster of Kartavya and this cop, who, you can see
that I’m saying all the best to the movie, all the best
to me playing that. The film, in many ways, what
he’s fighting for is his home and his family. When I
read the script, | mean, he’s got many amazing
qualities and he’s probably far more amazing than
Tam."
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Resistance to antibiotics is making it
difficult to treat even milder illnesses like
typhoid, the incidence of which has gone up
significantly in Delhi over the past few
days due to increased consumption of
contaminated food and water. Doctors
said that while earlier oral drugs

could cure most patients,

they now needed to

give injectable

antibiotics to 20-

30% of the

patients to
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Make some park time

Mums need to get out more often. Short
mindful breaks spent amid nature can be
very therapeutic for overworked nerves.
Eliminate all unnecessary thoughts and just
listen to yourself breathe for 60 seconds. Be
inthe moment.

Keep apencil box

So many ideas, so little time. Maintain a
journal. Every time you remember a chore
or a must-do, make a note of it. Then
prioritise the errands. Plan the day's routine
by listing the most tedious work at the start
of'the day as you are most energetic then.
Don'tbe a picky eater

treat typhoid symptoms. "In few cases, even
the injectable drug doesn't help and we have
to give add-on antibiotics to bring down
fever, one of the

characteri

stic
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Drug resistance making

. Typhoid

symptoms of typhoid,"
said Dr Rommel
Tickoo, senior
consultant, internal
medicine, at Max

F i Hospital Saket.
/ J’w TOI spoke to doctors
at Apollo, Sir Ganga
# Ram (SGRH) and
~ Safdarjung hospitals
- who confirmed the
trend. Over-the-counter
use of antibiotic is a major
culprit, said Dr B K
Tripathi, professor of
medicine at Safdarjung
Hospital. "Many
patients take

Bottled water is our go to choice whenever we step out. Even
doctors and experts recommend drinking only bottled water when
one is outside. And understandably so - water borne diseases are

rampant and can be extremely dangerous.

The scenario of water-borne diseases is complex for a variety of
reasons. In the past 10 years, these diseases have become not only
comprehensive but also presented forth some new infections
along with the re-emergence of those we already know.

So why did we warn you against bottled water? Well, celebrity
nutritionist Rujuta Diwekar in her recent Instagram post
mentioned - "Strict NO to bottled water. It takes three liters of
groundwater (a common resource) to make one litre of bottle
water, which is then sold for an exorbitant price. Not to mention,

l

You are probably missing out on important
nutrients like vitamin B12 and vitamin D. B12
anaemia causes tiredness and fatigue. Mothers
need to think of food as fuel and eat foods that
are alive - green vegetables, seasonal fruits.
The natural sugar in fruits provides a quick
pick-me- up when you're down and out. Nuts
are a good source of magnesium which helps in
converting sugar to energy. Lay off unhealthy,
high-glycaemic foods (cookies, cakes, etc).
Fix aplay date

Motherhood doesn't mean hibernation.
Perhaps you need play dates as much as your
1i'l one. The power of connection boosts
mommy energy.

the non-biodegradable plastic it generates."

For the sake of our environment and good health, next time you
step out of your house, carry water with you. Rujuta recommends
drinking matka water with khus khus or vetiver soaked in it to beat

summer blues.

Summer is also the perfect time to indulge in seasonal sherbets
like varyali, bel, panha, kokum and nimbu pani. Coconut water is

also ahealthy option to have.

tough to treat

anti-fever drugs and even antibiotics on their
own to treat typhoid symptoms. When it
doesn't help, they rush to hospital. In many
cases, both we have to put patients on both
injectable drugs and add-on antibiotics," Dr
Tripathi said.

Typhoid, a major public health infection, is
caused by Salmonella typhi bacteria and leads
to symptoms such as persistently high fever,
nausea, headache and abdominal pain. Earlier
most people could be treated at home, but now
more need to be hospitalised, increasing the
cost of treatment, said doctors. "In
rare cases, treatment
failure

perk up mommy Wy you should not
NCYEZY drink bottied water

can cause severe complications and death
even," adoctor said.
According to Dr Atul Kakar, vice-chairperson
of medicine department at SGRH, multi-drug
resistance has is an emerging public health
crisis. "When I was a student, we used to give
chloramphenicol - a type of antibiotic - to treat
typhoid. Its use was discontinued later due to
high toxicity. Recently, we have observed that
the same drug is sensitive to the typhoid-
causing bacteria when new drugs fail. This
means that we may have to go back in time
and use older drugs with known side-effects if
the drug-resistance pattern continues to grow
like this," he said.
A research published in Journal of Global
Infectious Diurnal of Global Infectious
Diseases in 2010 by Safdarjung doctors had
pre-empted the problem. Ciprofloxacin, they
wrote, has become a norm for treating enteric
fever or typhoid, but in future novel molecular
substitutions (new antibiotics) may become
frequent owing to irrational use of
ciprofloxacin in human and veterinary
therapeutics, in a population endemic with
nalidixic acid-resistant strains. "The
therapeutics of ciprofloxacin-resistant enteric
fever narrows down to third and fourth
generation cephalosporins, azithromycin,
tigecycline and penems. The first-line
antimicrobials ampicillin, chloramphenicol
and cotrimoxazole need to be reconsidered,"
the microbiologists predicted further.
Preventing infections is equally important.
Typhoid, for example, spreads from person to
person by food and water that are
contaminated with traces of infected
faeces or urine. Dr Suranjit Chatterjee,
senior consultant (internal medicine) at
Apollo Hospital, said improved
sanitation, hand hygiene and
availability of clean drinking water
could reduce infection rates
significantly.
Apart from typhoid, medical experts
say, drug resistance is also becoming a
major problem in treatment of pneumonia,
urinary tract infection and tuberculosis.
"Over-the-counter use of antibiotics must be
stopped. The government must take steps to
restrict their sale so that they can be used only
when needed," Dr Tickoo said.
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