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Election of rejection: Bengal BJP chief
targets TMC day ahead of results

State BJP president Samik
Bhattacharya, speaking to
IndiaToday.in ahead of the Assembly
results, called it an "election of
rejection” of Mamata Banerjee. He
projected 200-plus seats and framed the
campaign around Bengali pride,
identity, and a "Bengal first" sentiment.

New Delhi.(Agency)

n a Saturday night phone call with
IndiaToday.in, Bengal BIJP president

Samik Bhattacharya sounded at ease.
After weeks of campaigning in the heat and dust,

the mood around him was light -- faint chatter

and occasional laughter in the background, with

someone, almost in passing, heard discussing the

health benefits of boiled chicken soup.
It has been an falta-unrest-west-bengal-election-
result-may-4-counting-tme-bjp-2904851-2026-

05-02" target="_self">action-packed few daysin
Bengal since polling ended. The usually quiet
interlude between voting and results has been

A\
anything but calm this time.

With clamour over alleged EVM tampering,
repolling in some constituencies, and Mamata
Banerjee’s “do-or-die battle” against alleged

rigging showing no signs of ebbing,
Bhattacharya remained unfazed. “She will not be
able to do anything this time around,” he said
calmly.

Asked whether his confidence stemmed from a
pro-BJP wave or anti-incumbency, the state party
chief called it ““an election of rejection.” From
teacher recruitment scams to unemployment, all
factors are contributing to the TMC’s decline,”
he told .in. That calm, however, comes after a year
ofnavigating a deeply divided organisation.

When Samik Bhattacharya took charge of
the BJP in West Bengal a year ago, he
inherited a house divided -- a party riven
by factionalism and competing power
centres.

Infighting was no secret; a former state
chief, now a candidate, had even told the
author in 2024 of internal efforts to
undercut his prospects in the Lok Sabha
elections.

Yet Bhattacharya’s rise had been anything
but abrupt. A long-time organisational
hand, he climbed silently from the
grassroots, earning a reputation as a measured yet
sharp communicator as the party’s chief
spokesperson.

In the months leading up to his elevation as BIP’s
Bengal chief, the trajectory quickened -- a Rajya
Sabha berth in 2024, charged-up patriotic
speeches in London as part of the Operation
Sindoor delegation in 2025, and a visit to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s residence upon his
return. Weeks later, he was handed the reins of the
state unitata moment of peak political stakes.

Scepticism followed swiftly. For rivals in the
Trinamool Congress, Bhattacharya’s
appointment was unlikely to resolve the BJP’s
internal divisions.

Analysis: Tamil Nadu Heads For Dravidian
Shakeout After Assembly Poll Verdict

The only word that might connect all these forces competing today but shifting loyalties tomorrow in an uneasy

=l -

coalition is the adjective"Dravidian".

Tamil Nadu.(Agency)

The entry of a superstar in Tamil Nadu's politics has
led to increased attention to politics in the state.
The fact that an exit poll after the state assembly
elections by a respected opinion poll agency, Axis
My India, led by Pradeep Gupta, has given C.
Joseph Vijay's Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam, a high
chance of storming to power, makes the star-
turned-politician even more of a headline grabber.
The colourful rallies he leads with thronging
crowds and speeches laden with punchlines only
make the visual appeal stronger.However, it is

time to look beyond all that.

As this is being written, we are less than 48 hours
away from the final verdict of the state polls that
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took place on April 23. What we perhaps missed in
the glamour of Vijay's political rain-making are
the subterranean realities of Tamil Nadu politics
and the likelihood of an overhaul of state politics
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'In Assam to protect our candidates': DK
Shivakumar says BJP poaching Congress camp

Rejecting exit poll predictions of 88 to 100 seats for the NDA, Karnataka Deputy Chief Minister DK

Shivakumar said that Congress will form government in Assam.

GUWAHATI .(Agency)

Ahead of the Assam Assembly election results on
May 4, the Congress has rushed senior leaders to
the state, expressing confidence of victory and
aiming to safeguard its candidates.Karnataka
Deputy Chief Minister DK
Shivakumar, former
Chhattisgarh Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
and AICC general secretary
Jitendra Singh attended a
meeting of the Congress-
led six-party Opposition
alliance in Guwahati on
Saturday.

Addressing the media, Shivakumar said the
people of Assam had voted for change. “All of us
will be on alert and we will see if we need to
protect our candidates. You know that they try to
do a lot of mischiefs. They have already tried to
approach us. They have a fear of losing this

As long as AAP Govt is in power in Punjab, women will keep receiving
their ‘Sanmaan Raashi’ & 24x7 free electricity: CM Mann

The Sikh Times
DASUYA (HOSHIARPUR); 3rd
May: Punjab Chief Minister
Bhagwant Singh Mann on Sunday
took on the opposition directly at a
Lok Milni in Ghogra, Dasuya con-
stituency of Hoshiarpur district,
declaring that as long as Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) is in power,
women will continue receiving their
Sanmaan Raashi and free electricity.
He vowed that the Jaagat Jot Sri
Guru  Granth  Sahib  Satkar
(Amendment) Act, 2026, which
makes beadbi punishable with life
imprisonment, has permanently
closed the chapter on sacrilege that
the opposition, had it any honest

pockets

stated,

intentions, would have shut long
ago. Hitting out at the Akali
Dal for drowning Punjab in
drugs and at all opposition
parties for manufacturing
daily propaganda to defame
the state, the Chief Minister
said the only difference
between his government and
those that came before is sim-
ple: public money now goes
to the public, not into the
of leaders.
Addressing the Lok Milni,
CM Bhagwant Singh Mann
“Envious
unprecedented progress and pros-
perity of the state, the culprits of the
state are unleashing malicious and

election, so they are trying to approach our
people,” he said, referring to the ruling BJP.

“If they were so confident, then they would not

have tried to contact any of us. The Congress and

its alliance partners are confident that we will
have a new government in Assam,”

he added, rejecting exit poll

predictions of 88 to 100 seats for the
NDA.Shivakumar said leaders have

1ssued directions to alliance partners

- for counting day. “We know that the
official machinery will be misused.

We have guided them what needs to

be done. We will have a legal room
in Delhi and another in Guwahati."

AICC general secretary Jitendra Singh said the
alliance contested the elections as a team and
claimed people sought change from the BIP-led
government. He termed exit polls exaggerated
and said earlier projections in the 2024 Lok
Sabha elections had also been inaccurate.

[
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after the verdict is out - irrespective of who wins.
Here's where 1 am tempted to borrow a memorable
expression from former Prime Minister V.P.
Singh, who said at the turn of the 1990s that India
was heading for a "realignment of political
forces." His broad reference was to the rise of the
other backward classes (OBC) in northern India as
a politically aspirational community, parallel to
the emergence of the Hindutva-infused Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) as a national force that led to the
replacement of anti-Congressism with anti-
BJPism.In the context of Tamil Nadu, I am
tempted to call the condition we are heading for a
"Realignment of Dravidian forces" that will see a
Kazhagam (organisation) or Katchi (party).

Congress says Centre rattled after Rahul’s Great Nicobar
visit; calls for Parliament debate on project concerns

West Bengal Assembly elections result:
Mamata asks TMC agents to seek

recount if BJP leads by 500-700 votes

West Bengal Chief Minister and All India Trinamool Congress candidate
from Bhabanipur constituency, Mamata Banerjee, on Saturday asked
her party's counting agents to promptly seek a recount in hooths
where the BJP is ahead by a margin of 500 to 700 votes.

West Bengal .(Agency)

West Bengal Chief Minister and All India Trinamool Congress
candidate from Bhabanipur constituency, Mamata Banerjee, on
Saturday asked her party's counting agents to promptly seek a
recount in booths where the BJP is ahead by a margin of 500 to 700
votes.West Bengal CM also advised counting agents to stay
overnight near counting centres on Sunday so that they can reach
early on Monday.She also issued these directions during a virtual
meeting with party leaders and counting agents from all 294
Assembly constituencies ahead of the election results.

During the one-and-a-half-hour meeting, Banejee emphasised the
need for coordination and vigilance, asking party workers to reach
counting centres early and function in a united manner. She also
briefed them on key aspects to be kept in mind during the counting
process.According to Trinamool Congress sources cited by [ANS,
Mamata Banerjee particularly stressed close monitoring during
counting.

She added that in booths where the BJP is ahead by margins ranging
from 500-700 votes to even 1,000 votes, a demand for recounting
should be raised immediately.

TMC’s candidate from Bhabanipur assembly constituency expressed
confidence that her party would win more than 200 seats but
cautioned that vigilance must not be relaxed during counting.

She also instructed that no party agent should leave the counting
centre until she addresses the media on May 4.

She further advised that in constituencies where counting centres are
located in rural or remote areas, candidates, their agents, and
counting agents should reach the location on Sunday itself.
Arrangements should be made to stay in nearby hotels or lodges to
avoid delays.

Party sources revealed that several TMC candidates from West
Midnapore and Bankura districts have already arranged
accommodation near the counting centres for Sunday night to
ensure they are fully prepared, as per [ANS report.
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Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla

reconstitutes key Parliamentary

New Delhi.(Agency)

On Sunday, the Congress outlined a
range of concerns over the Great
Nicobar project, including its impact
on the environment, tribal rights,
transparency, and security, and insisted
that these issues should be discussed in
Parliament.

The opposition party claimed that the
Modi government is "rattled" and in
damage control mode after Leader of
Opposition in the Lok Sabha Rahul
Gandhi's visit to Great Nicobar last
week.In a statement, Congress
general secretary in-charge
communications Jairam Ramesh said,
"The Modi Government, clearly in
damage control mode afier the hugely
impactful visit of the Leader of the
Opposition in the Lok Sabha, Rahul
Gandhi, to Great Nicobar on April 28
2026, issued a press note on the Great
Nicobar Island Development Project
three days later."

This press note does not address any of

the serious concerns that have been
raised on it by local affected

anthropologists, academics, civil
society experts and other professionals,
Ramesh said.

"These concerns had already been
conveyed in detail by me to the Union
Minister of Environment, Forests &
Climate Change on September 10,

LYy T F =

2024 and in a follow-up on September
27, 2024," the former environment
minister said.During his visit to Great
Nicobar, Gandhi last week alleged that
the Great Nicobar project at Campbell
Bay in Andaman and Nicobar Islands
was "one of the biggest scams and
gravest crimes against the natural and

panels; KC Venugopal retains PAC
chair
New Delhi.(Agency)
Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla on Saturday
announced the reconstitution of four key
Parliamentary committees for 2026—27, with
several senior members retaining their
positions, including Congress MP KC
Venugopal as Chairperson of the Public
Accounts Committee (PAC).

The committees — Public Accounts, Estimates,
Public Undertakings and the Committee on the
Welfare of Scheduled Castes and Scheduled
Tribes — have been reconstituted for a new
term from May 1, 2026 to April 30, 2027.

From the BJP Fuggan Singh Kulaste will
continue as Chairperson of the Committee on
the Welfare of Scheduled Castes and Scheduled
Tribes, while Baijayant Jay Panda and Sanjay
Juiswal have retained leadership of the
Committee on Public Undertakings and

unnecessary propaganda against

me. These forces which are inimical
to the development of the state and Reiterating his commitment to
prosperity of its people are now development, CM Bhagwant Singh

communities, environmentalists,

stooping too low to defame me on
frivolous issues. My life is
an open book as I have
dedicated my entire life
for the welfare of Punjab
and Punjabis and have
been making strenuous
efforts for this noble
cause.” He added, “The
traditional parties have
always treated people as
their vote banks and had
never bothered about
their well being, and they
are not able to digest this,
due to which a tirade has

been launched against me.”

tribal heritage of the country".

Mann said, “These forces are now
hell bent upon tarnishing my image
with baseless, irrational, illogical
and misleading propaganda due to
which the people of the state will
never forgive them. I have put my
sweat and toil for ensuring unsur-
passed development of the state and
with every passing day we are tak-
ing several new pro people initia-
tives to uplift the standard of living
of people.” The Chief Minister fur-
ther said, “Unlike the predecessors
I have never sought even a single
penny from the public exchequer;
rather I have ensured that every
single rupee of the taxpayers is
spent judiciously for public wel-
fare.” Contd......ccccceuueee..

another parliamentary panel.

These committees oversee government
functioning, examine reports, and make policy
recommendations. Chairpersons are elected
from among members through proportional
representation using a single transferable vote.

The Committee on the Welfare of Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled Tribes has 30 members,
including 20 from the Lok Sabha and 10 from
the Rajya Sabha. The Committee on Public
Undertakings has 22 members, with 15 from
the Lok Sabha and seven from the Rajya
Subha. The Estimates Committee has 30
members, all from the Lok Sabha. The Public
Accounts Committee includes up to 22
members, with 15 from the Lok Sabha and up
toseven from the Rajya Sabha.

The PAC functions under Rule 308(1) of the
Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business in
the Lok Sabha and examines whether public
funds are used as approved by Parliament.
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BuIIe’r hits 26-year-old in
chest at birthday pool party
in Bhondsi farmhouse

Gurgaon.(Agency)

A 26-year-old man was shot in the chest after a gun
allegedly went off during a birthday celebration at a
farmhouse in Bhondsi on Friday, leaving him injured
but out of danger.The incident took place at Fillow
Casa Farmhouse, where the victim, Chinkesh
Dahiya, a resident of Dhanwapur, had gone with
friends to celebrate his birthday. Around 1.30am, as
the group was moving towards the swimming pool, a
gunshot was heard, according to the complaint filed
by the farmhouse manager, Sunil Kumar (31). Police
are yet to ascertain the type of gun.

According to police, a gun brought to the party by one
of the guests discharged, and the bullet struck Dahiya
on the right side of his chest. It was not immediately
clear if the bullet hit him after someone fired it or if
the weapon malfunctioned.

Dahiya collapsed on the spot and was rushed to a
nearby hospital before being referred to Medanta
Hospital. Bhondsi police reached the spot after
receiving information from the hospital and
registered a case based on the complaint filed by
Kumar.In his statement, Kumar said that around 35
people were present at the party, which had been
booked a day earlier by a person identified as Chirag.

“At the time of booking, I had explained the rules and
regulations. During the party, I heard a gunshot.
When I checked, Chinkesh had been hit. He got hit
during firing in the party,” Kumar stated in his
complaint.

FIR after senior citizen assaulted
by maintenance agency manager,

bouncers over power dues

Gurgaon.(Agency)

A 65-year-old man and his son have alleged that they
were abused and assaulted by a maintenance manager
and bouncers at a residential society in Sohna last
month, following a dispute over pending dues. Police
registered an FIR on Friday after an initial probe,
while the developer denied any physical attack.

The complainant, Ashok Kumar Chaudhary, a resident
of Signature Global Park 4 in Sector 36, said the
incident took place on April 2 after electricity to his
flat was disconnected over unpaid common area
maintenance (CAM) charges.

According to his complaint, Chaudhary and his son
went to the society’s maintenance office around
11am, citing extreme heat and requesting restoration
of power. There, they met estate manager Hemant
Gupta, who allegedly told them that electricity would
only be restored after all dues were cleared.

Chaudhary claimed he requested that the power be
resumed first and assured payment later, but the
situation escalated. “As we were leaving, he blocked
our way, abused us, assaulted us and grabbed me by
the throat,” he alleged, adding that Gupta also issued
threats.

He further alleged that when his son tried to record the
incident, the manager snatched his phone and called
in bouncers. The bouncers allegedly assaulted his son,
detained him at the office, and forced him to delete the
video before returning the phone later in the evening.

Based on the complaint, police registered a case under
sections 115(2) (voluntarily causing hurt), 126(2)
(wrongful restraint), and 351(2) (criminal

intimidation) of Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita against
Gupta and others.

Gurgaon quintuple murder: Man
poisons wife, 4 children, then tries
to slit their throat

GURGAON.(Agency)

A man allegedly killed his wife and four children
before attempting suicide in Wazirpur village
late on Saturday night.The accused, believed to
be in his 30s and working at a salon, is
undergoing treatment at a local government
hospital.

Police said he poisoned his family members and
then tried to slit his wrists and neck.According
to police, a PCR call was received around 9:30
pm informing that a man, his wife and four
children were found dead inside a house in
Wazirpur village. The incident is suspected to
have taken place between 9 pm and 10 pm.

Senior police officers, along with forensic and
crime teams, rushed to the spot and inspected
the scene.

The bodies have been shifted to the mortuary for
post-mortem examination, and the relatives of
the deceased have been informed.

Police said the accused is currently unfit for
questioning. “He is undergoing treatment and
will be examined once doctors declare him
stable,” an officer said.Investigators are
probing the motive behind the killings,
including possible domestic or financial
distress. Further action will be taken based on
the accused’s statement and post-mortem
findings.

GMDA teams will soon conduct round-

Dust storm lashes Gurgaon, yellow
alert issued for next four days

Gurgaon.(Agency)

A dust storm swept the city Saturday night
around 9.30pm, slashing visibility,
followed by thunderstorm activity and
lightning, with some areas recording
light rainfall.

The city received 8mm of rain, according
to India Meteorological Department.

A nowcast issued shortly before the event
had warned that gusty winds of 30-50
kmph, accompanied by lightning and
rain, were very likely within two hours.

Several areas — including Sohna Road,
Golf Course Extension Road and
Dwarka Expressway — witnessed
intense winds that lifted loose dust and
debris into the air.

The Met department said moderate
thunderstorms with wind speeds of 40-
60 kmph and lightning were likely over
parts of Hodal, Hathin, Nuh, Palwal,
Ballabgarh, Sohna, Gurgaon and
Faridabad. Light rainfall was forecast

Gurgaon.(Agency)

the-clock monitoring and upkeep of i
sector roads across the city. The move

follows inspections of several sector === —
roads by GMDA CEO PC Meena on &

Saturday, during which he reviewed
the status of maintenance work,
cleanliness and drainage preparedness
ahead of the monsoon. During the e
check, gaps in desilting, debris
clearance and overall road safety
measures were found.

Meena directed each division to form

multiple field teams for real-time
reporting, coordination and supervision.

Officials said the authority has adopted a

zero-tolerance stance on negligence,
identifying critical areas that require
immediate attention. The teams will
maintain constant contact through
WhatsApp groups, which will be

across a wider region, including Firozpur
Jhirka, Punahana, Taoru, Bawal, Rewari,
Pataudi, Jhajjar, Bahadurgarh, Sonipat

and adjoining areas.

The sudden change was triggered by
an active western disturbance over
Jammu & Kashmir, coupled with
localised atmospheric instability
and a cyclonic circulation over
Haryana — conditions conducive
to dust storms and convective
activity during the pre-monsoon
period.

Daytime temperatures, however,
remained elevated. At the KVK =
station, the maximum was 36.7°C,
rising from 34.8°C the previous
day. At NorthCap University, it
reached 38.6°C, up from 37.5°C on
Friday.

The minimum temperature was recorded at
30°C — five notches above normal —
the highest minimum in the state. At

monitored by the CEO.

The teams will be responsible for removing

silt from drains, clearing construction and
demolition waste, repairing and covering
damaged or open slabs, and removing
abandoned kerb stones and loose
materials that pose risks to commuters.

In addition, officials have been instructed to
ensure proper placement and repainting of

jersey barriers to improve visibility and
enhance road safety, particularly on high-

NorthCap University’s monitoring
station, the minimum was 26.1°C, up
from 23°C a day earlier.

IMD said maximum temperatures are
likely to rise by around 2°C over the next
48 hours, before dropping 3-4°C due to
rainfall and thunderstorm activity. A
yellow alert has been issued for the city

speed corridors and accident-prone
stretches. The teams have also been
ordered to prioritise the trimming of wild
vegetation, scientific disposal of
horticultural waste and upkeep of green
belts, which often become dumping
grounds and contribute to waterlogging
during heavy rainfall.

Monitor sector road upkeep dall, GMDA CEOQ tells officers

. “We are enforcing strict monitoring and

accountability to ensure that sector roads
remain safe, clean and fully prepared for
the monsoon. Dedicated teams and real-
time oversight will significantly improve
execution efficiency, drainage
management and overall city upkeep.
Regular inspections will be conducted,
and any negligence will not be tolerated,”
Meena said.The move comes as the city
braces for the monsoon season, during
which waterlogging and clogged drains
routinely disrupt traffic and expose gaps
in civic preparedness.

Palm-leaf texts to archival records,
city to dlglhse rare munuscrlp’rs

Gurgaon. (Agency)
The district
administration has
intensified efforts to §
digitise rare
manuscripts, palm-leaf
texts and archival
records under the
centre’s ‘Gyan
Bharatam Mission’.
Deputy commissioner
Uttam Singh said the
national manuscript
survey, announced on
March 16, 2026, by
Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, aims to
create the country’s
most comprehensive
digital repository of heritage texts.
Under the initiative, texts from homes,
temples, monasteries and institutions
are being geo-tagged and scanned.

Emphasising public participation, the

DC urged citizens to share information
about their manuscripts via the mobile
app. “This initiative will help preserve
our civilisational legacy. We are
ensuring that while capturing digital
records, the original documents remain

untouched and unharmed,” he
said. Modern imaging and
archival technologies are being
used to ensure clarity, longevity
and secure storage of scanned
manuscripts. The administration
is also coordinating with temple
boards, math institutions and
custodians of private libraries to
identify and safeguard old
collections. Singh said the
mission will prioritise
manuscripts that are 75 years old
or more. Once documented, the
texts will be preserved in the
National Digital Repository,
ensuring future generations can
access India’s historic
knowledge base.The survey will
continue until June 15. The DC
reiterated that manuscript owners’
rights will remain fully protected. “Our
goal is preservation, not acquisition,”
he said, encouraging .

over the next four days.“Light to
moderate rainfall, accompanied by
thunderstorms, lightning, hail and strong
winds, is expected between May 3
and May 6. Rainfall is likely at
isolated places on May 3 and 6,
while intensity and spread are
expected to increase on May 4 and 5,
when many parts of the state,
including Gurgaon, may receive
2 lighttomoderate rain,” IMD said.
Wind speeds are expected to pick up
through this period. Gusty winds of
30-40 kmph are likely at isolated
locations on May 2 and May 7, with
stronger winds of 40-50 kmph
expected between May 3 and May 6.
On May 4 and 5, speeds could reach
50-60 kmph at isolated places,
raising the risk of damage to temporary
structures and uprooting of trees.
Hailstorm activity has also been forecast
atisolated locations on those two days.

Man stopped from leaving
society over dues, smashes

gate with car, assaults guard

Noida.(Agency)

A tenant in a housing society in Sector
62 was taken into custody on Friday
after he rammed through a boom
barrier and assaulted a security guard
when he was stopped from vacating
his flat over unpaid maintenance
dues.

Sukhdev Sharma, president of Rajat
Vihar Society’s apartment owners
association, claimed Daksh Priyansh
lived as a tenant in the society for
several months but did not pay
maintenance charges. When the
AOA learned he intended to vacate,
it instructed security personnel not to
allow him to leave until the dues
were cleared.

On Friday evening, Priyansh
attempted to drive out with his
belongings loaded into his car. When
the guard at the exit gate refused to
lift the boom barrier and asked him to
settle the outstanding amount,
Priyansh accelerated through it,
smashing the boom barrier. He then
stepped out of his vehicle, shoved
guard Hoob Lal to the ground and
assaulted him before bystanders
intervened. Priyansh fled in his car.

After the AOA reported the incident,
cops from the Sector 56 outpost
apprehended Priyansh within the
hour.

A senior police officer said Priyansh
was arrested under Section 170 of the
Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita
(BNSS) for disturbing peace.
“Further action is being initiated
following an investigation,” the
officer said. The case is being
handled by Sector 58 police station.

The incident has raised questions
about how far housing societies can
legally go in withholding exit over
unpaid dues, and what happens when
enforcement is left to a guard at a
gate.

NH-9 slip road shut for Metro work, vehicles
forced to take 4km detour fo Indirapuram

Ghaziabad.(Agency)

Construction of a metro pillar by Delhi

Metro Rail Corporation (DMRC) on
the Indirapuram side of NH9/DME has
led to the closure of the slip road
connecting NH9 to CISF Road, which
is one of the main arteries linking the
highway with Vasundhara. As a result,
traffic from Noida Sector 62 is being
forced to take a detour of about 4 km,
adding to congestion on an already
busy stretch.A commuter coming from
Sector 62 in Noida now needs to take
the underpass and continue for nearly 2
km on the DME. Then he has to slip left
onto the Pushta Road and continue for
1-1.5 km and traverse through Ahimsa
Khand via Ram Manohar Lohia Marg
before reaching the CISF Road.

“Every day I have to take this 4 km

detour. There is so much traffic on this
stretch during office hours and I am
always running late for work,” a
commuter who works in an automobile
store in Shipra Sun City market,
Makdum, said. “It seems dozens of
development works — road, drain and
now metro — have started in
Indirapuram all at once and there is no

coordination between any of the
authorities.”

The digging of roads across Indirapuram
has made the commute more difficult.
For years, Indirapuram has existed in a
civic limbo. Since the township was
handed over to the Ghaziabad
Municipal Corporation on Oct 3, 2024,
much of Indirapuram has turned into a
patchwork of excavation sites.
Roadsides are dug up to lay pipelines,
repair drainage lines or install utility
poles. In many places, pits remain open
for weeks or months.

A DMRC official said the metro pillar is
being constructed as part of the train
reversal facility for the Line-3
extension between Noida City Centre
and Noida Electronic City stations.

“The service road near Pier P386 towards
Ghaziabad (close to Sector 62, Noida)
will remain closed till June 2026. This
closure is essential for casting
foundations of temporary support
structures and placing trestles required
for launching a 58-metre steel girder,”
he said. “A traffic diversion plan has
been obtained from the authorities,
including NHAI and the traffic police.

The Ghaziabad traffic police has also
been informed.”

A GDA official said the construction of

the metro pillar might create a problem
for commuters now, but it should be
seen as an extension of the 5 km Noida
Electronic City to Sahibabad metro
extension corridor project.

“Extension of 5.1 km Noida Electronic

City to Sahibabad extension will take
place in the coming years. The spot
where the new metro pillar is coming
up is along that alignment. Whenever
work on the project starts, we will get a
head start because by that time the
second metro pillar in Indirapuram will
already be in place,” he said.

Due to funding issues, the project is still

under consideration by the state and
Centre. “We have already asked
DMRC to come up with a fresh DPR of
three metro projects in the city, which
include Noida Electronic City Sector
62 to Sahibabad; Shaheed Sthal New
Bus Adda to Ghaziabad; and Vaishali
on Blue Line route to Gokulpuri in
Delhi,” added the official.

The Noida Electronic City Sector 62 to

Sahibabad section, which will be about
5.1 km long, is also on the list.
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As long as AAP Govt is in power in Punjab, women will keep
receiving their ‘Sanmaan Raashi’ & 24x7 free electricity: CM Mann

Contd....Front page

CM Bhagwant Singh
Mann said, “Being their
son and brother I have
keenly focused on sharing
the agonies and hardships
faced by them rather than
living a life of opulence
like my predecessors.
None of the earlier rulers
had come to people in
such a manner to have
thorough  conversation
about their hardships and
resolve them with a mis-
sionary zeal.” He added,
“Those haughty politicians
have always confined
themselves in the high
walls of their palatial
palaces rather than meet-
ing the people and are now
baffled over every move of
the state government.” On
governance approach, CM
Bhagwant Singh Mann
said, “I have always been
in the field to take feed-
back from the people for
framing development ori-
ented and citizen centric
policies, thereby giving a
major boost to the devel-
opment of Punjab. This
has upset the entire oppo-
sition who have joined
their hands against me
with a clear cut strategy to
defame me by leveling
false and irrational allega-
tions.” He added, “These
forces are trying to sway
away the people by creat-
ing a fake and derogatory
narrative which will not be
accepted by the people
and these forces will be
taught a lesson.” CM
Bhagwant Singh Mann
asserted, “The wise peo-
ple of the state are well
aware of the dubious and

treacherous character of
these leaders of opposition
and they will certainly
teach a lesson to them.
These cheap theatrics of
the opposition can never
deter me from service of
the people of the state and
I will continue to dis-
charge this role till my last
breath.” He further said,
“These parties have no
agenda against the state
government as the Punjab
Government has taken
several key decisions for
public welfare.” Launching
a direct attack on the Akali
Dal, CM Bhagwant Singh
Mann said, “Every vote
casted to Akalis will be
vote in favor of beadbi of
Sri Guru Sahib Sahib and
Gurbani. They bruised the
psyche of every individual
through the desecration of
Sri Guru Granth Sahib ji
and ordered firing on the
innocents in Behbal Kalan
and Bargadi. They have
also shown grave disre-
spect to Sri Akal Takht
Sahib.” He added, “The
former Deputy Chief
Minister claims that mas-
sive development of the
state took place during
their regime but turns
blind eye towards
Kotakpura, Behbal Kalan
and others where sacri-
lege of Sri Guru Granth
Sahib took place and inno-
cents were killed.” Taking
a jibe, CM Bhagwant
Singh Mann said, “The
Punjab Bachao Yatra of
Akali Dal is actually
‘Parivar Bachao Yatra’.
After looting the state for
15 years, they must
explain from whom they

are trying to save the state

from.” He continued,
“Akalis have plundered
the state mercilessly

besides bruising the psy-
che of Punjabis emotional-
ly and patronizing several
mafias in the state. The
AKkali leadership can never
be forgiven as it was
responsible for the geno-
cide of several generations
of the state as drug trade
was patronized by them
and bloomed during their
long era of misrule.” CM
Bhagwant Singh Mann
further said, “The Akalis
should be booked for the
genocide of generations as
the drug trade was patron-
ized by them and it flour-
ished during their long
misrule. The hands of
these leaders are
drenched with the blood
of millions of youth who
fell prey to the drug that
was supplied in the state in
their official vehicles. The
sins of these leaders are
unpardonable and they
can never be forgiven by
the people for their long

saga of misdeeds.”
Highlighting legislative
action, CM Bhagwant

Singh Mann said, “We are
fortunate that God has
bestowed upon us the
responsibility to unani-
mously pass the Jaagat Jot
Sri Guru Granth Sahib
Satkar (Amendment) Act,
2026, thereby stipulating
harsher punishment for
sacrilege of Sri Guru
Granth Sahib ji. This Act
marks the end of desecra-
tion in future as it will
ensure that no one will
ever dare to indulge in

such heinous crime.” He
added, “The dastardly act
of sacrilege of Sri Guru
Granth Sahib ji was a deep
rooted conspiracy to dis-
turb hard earned peace,
amity, brotherhood and
communal harmony in the
state. This Act will ensure
that anyone found guilty in
this unpardonable offence
will not be spared at any
cost and exemplary action
would be taken against
them as a deterrent for
others.” CM Bhagwant
Singh Mann said, “Sri
Guru Granth Sahib ji is the
father of every Sikh and
the state government is
duty bound to ensure the
safety of this holy granth.
People from across the
globe are happy and I am
daily receiving a number
of calls from people who
thank me for this historic
Act.” Coming down heavi-
ly on the Akali leadership,
CM Bhagwant Singh
Mann said, “These are
opportunist leaders who
change their colors and
their stance like a
chameleon as per their
convenience and vested
political interests.
Everyone knows that this
family was a stooge of
Britishers and was con-
ferred the title of Sir by
them for hobnobbing
against the patriots who
fought for the country.”
He added, “The family had
feted General Dyer, the
perpetrator of Jallianwala
Bagh massacre on April
13, 1919, by hosting a din-
ner for him after this
heinous incident. This act
exposed their anti-national

and anti-Punjab mindset
and character.” He further
said, “Not only this, the
family also ensured that
General Dyer was
bestowed siropa and for-
giveness at  Golden
Temple. It is even more
shocking that Jathedar
Arood Singh, the one who
had granted the siropa,
was the maternal grandfa-
ther of former Lok Sabha
MP Simarjit Singh Mann.”
CM Bhagwant Singh
Mann asserted, “History
cannot be wiped out and
the dubious characters of
Badal's ancestors are
etched on the pages of his-
tory. The hands of this
family are drenched with
the blood of the patriots
and their role in backstab-
bing the nationalists can
never be forgotten.”
Targeting the Congress,
CM Bhagwant Singh
Mann said, “In Congress
every leader is aspiring to
become the head of the
state and they have more
CMs rather than ordinary
workers to work in the
polls. The Congress party
is a divided house that will
collapse due to their
infighting.” He added, “In
the ensuing elections of
the state assembly slated
in 2027, the people will
have the option to select
three pens.” Explaining
further, CM Bhagwant
Singh Mann said, “The
first pen is Congress with
red ink which symbolizes
attack on Sri Harmandir
Sahib, riots of 1984 and
other anti-Sikh and anti-
Punjab stances. The sec-
ond pen is of Akalis which

Man wanted in Gurugram extortion
case arrested by Delhi Police

New Delhi: The com-
plainant alleged that she
had joined yoga classes con-
ducted by the accused dur-
ing the COVID-19 period,
during which he developed
close relations with her. In a
case of financially-motivated
blackmail using objection-
able videos, the Inter-State
Cell (ISC) of the Delhi
Police Crime Branch has
arrested an  accused
involved in a high-profile
extortion case registered in
Gurugram, said an official
on Friday. Accused Rakesh,
who had been evading the
police for weeks, was arrest-
ed near the Patiala House
Court. He had allegedly
extorted money from a
woman and was demanding
more by threatening to cir-
culate private videos.

According to the police, a
case was registered at the
Palam Vihar police station
under the relevant sections
of the Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita (BNS). The com-
plainant alleged that she
had joined yoga classes con-
ducted by the accused dur-
ing the COVID-19 period,
during which he developed
close relations with her. The
police said the accused
secretly recorded objection-
able videos of their private
moments and later used
them to blackmail the vic-
tim. “Under pressure, she
paid Rs 3 lakh after being
assured that the videos
would be deleted,” said
Deputy Commissioner of
Police (Crime) Aditya
Gautam. However, in

NAME CHANGE

1, TAUFIQ  AHMED/TOFIQ
AHMED S/O ABDUL MASID
Residing at HOUSE NO B-7
MAIN ROAD SHASTRI PARK
SEELAMPUR, North East Delhi
110053 have changed my name
to TAUFIQ AHMAD MANSOORI
for all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, No. 14839074H Rank HAV Name
MAHESH KUMAR Unit 672 (i) TK
TPTR ASC C/O 56 APO presently
residing at VILLAGE RAMGARH,
POST-CHHARDARD TEH -KOT-
PUTLY DIST- JAIPUR
(RAJASTHAN)-303105 have
changed my son's name from
MANEESH YADAV to MANISH
YADAV for all future purposes. Vide
affidavit dated 11.04.2026  Before
Public Notary Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, AFROJ BEGUM W/O TAUFIQ
AHMAD MANSOORI Residing at
HOUSE NO B-7 MAIN ROAD
SHASTRI PARK SEELAMPUR,
North East Delhi 110053 have
changed my name to AFROZ
BEGUM for all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE

I, RAJKUMAR S/o MAAN SINGH
residing at House No.- 100A ,0ld
Tejab Mill ,Bhola Nath Nagar,
Shahdara,North East Delhi,Delhi
110032 have changed the name of|
my minor Daughter LAVALI aged 9
years and she shall hereafter be
known as LOVELY.

NAME CHANGE
I, hitherto known as JITENDER
MANDAL S/O RAM SEWAK R/O
A389, SHAHID SUKHDEV
NAGAR, T-HUTS, A-BLOCK,
INDL. AREA, WAZIRPUR, NORTH
WEST DELHI, DELHI-110052
have changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as JITENDER.

NAME CHANGE

It is for general information that |
SUNIL KUMAR S/o DEVI SINGH
R/o Plot No.— 491 , Sector 3,
Kingwood Enclave , Wave City ,
PO : Adhyatmic Nagar B.O , Dist :
Ghaziabad , Uttar Pradesh -
201015 declare that the name of
my minor son has been wrongly
written as SHAURYA in my minor
son namely SHAURYA CHAUD-
HARY aged 14 years in his School
Record and Birth Certificate No.
090271425961. The actual name
of my minor son is SHAURYA
CHAUDHARY Which may be
amended accordingly.

NAME CHANGE

| hitherto known as KHUSHBU
PREMKISHOR SONI W/o AMIT
KUMAR R/o F — 157 S/F Back
Side Plot No. — 34 -B — KH NO.
— 111/10/1 , Gali No. — 82 ,
Mahavir Enclave Part - 3 , Uttam
Nagar , PO : D.K Mohan Garden
, Dist : West Delhi , Delhi —
110059 have changed my name
and shall hereafter be known as
KHUSHBU SONI

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that |
RAIS AHMED S/o SAED AHMED
R/o E — 120 , Dakshin Puri ,Dr.
Ambedkar Nagar , South Delhi,
Delhi - 110062 declare that the
name of mine and my father has
been wrongly written as RAHIS and
SAYED AHAMAD in my 10th and
12th class Education Documents
and name of my Father has been
wrongly written as S AHMED in my
Driving License No. DL03
20050230732. The actual name of
mine and my father are RAIS
AHMED and SAED AHMED which
may be amended accordingly.

NAME CHANGE

| hitherto known as PARAMJEET
SINGH alias PARMJIT SINGH
alias PARM JIT SINGH alias
PARAMJIT SINGH S/o DALJIT
SINGH R/o 358 , Gautam Nagar ,
Andrewsganj S . O , South Delhi,
Delhi — 110049 have changed my
name and shall hereafter be known
as PARAMJIT SINGH .

NAME CHANGE

| hitherto known as RUKHSANA
D/o ABDUL REHMAN R/o 2/376 ,
Block 2 , Dakshinpuri , Pushpa
Bhawan S.0O , South Delhi , Delhi -
110062 have changed my name
and shall hereafter be known as
RUKHSANA REHMAN .

NAME CHANGE
| hitherto Known as ALKA D/o
MAHABEER SINGH W/o ROHIT
PRATAP , Residing at C-36 , Gali
No.-3 , North Chhajupur, Indra
Niketan, Delhi - 110094 have
changed my name and shall here-
after be known as ALKA PRATAP.

March 2026, the accused
resurfaced, shared the
videos with the victim’s hus-
band and demanded Rs 15
lakh, Gautam added. On
March 21, the accused’s
wife, Nitu was caught red-
handed by Gurugram
Police while collecting the
extortion money. The main
accused, however, managed
to flee and remained on the
run until his arrest. A Crime
Branch team laid a trap near
Tilak Marg on April 23 and
apprehended him outside
the Patiala House Courts.
The police said he had been

NAME CHANGE

| Yashpal S/o Rampal Yadav R/o
house NO 141 gali no 2 near peer
baba kadipur, Kadipur (Part)(105),
Basai, Farrukhnagar Gurgaon,
Haryana 122006 have changed my
name to Yashpal Yadav for all
future purposes.

PUBLIC NOTICE

BE IT KNOWN TO GENERAL
PUBLIC THAT MY CLIENT ABDUL
KAYUM S/O MOHAMMAD YUNUS
R/O H. NO. D-2/626/18, J.J.
COLONY, MADANPUR KHADAR,
SARITA VIHAR, SOUTH DELHI-
110076 HAVE SEVERED ALL HIS
RELATIONS WITH HIS SON
IRFAN AS HE GOT AGAINST THE
WISH AND CONSENT OF MY
CLIENT AND DISOWNED HIM
FROM ALL HIS MOVEABLE AND
IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES AND
ALSO FROM OTHER CONSIDER-
ATION OF ANY KIND WHATSO-
EVER MAY BE RELATED TO HIM.
MY CLIENT SHALL NOT BE
RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY ACTS,
DEEDS DONE BY HIS SAID SON
IN ANY MANNER.
Mujeeb Khan Advocate
Chamber No.671, Lawyers'
Chambers Block Saket Court
Complex, New Delhi-110017

frequently changing loca-
tions to avoid arrest but was
tracked through sustained
surveillance and coordina-
tion. During interrogation,
the accused admitted that
he had retained copies of
the videos even after receiv-
ing the extortion money.
Citing financial constraints,
he again attempted to extort
a larger amount by threat-
ening to circulate the con-
tent. According to the
police, the accused had a
prior criminal record and

was earlier involved in a
murder case in Sahibabad
of Uttar Pradesh. He spent
nearly 8-9 years in judicial
custody before being grant-
ed bail in 2018, after which
he began conducting yoga
classes.

NAME CHANGE
| hitherto known as TUSHAR S/O
RAM SINGH R/O A-82, Gali No-7,
Jagat Puri, Krishna Nagar, East
Delhi, Delhi -110051 have changed
my name and shall hereafter be
known as TUSHAR SINGH.

NAME CHANGE

I, SADIA KHAN/SADIYA KHAN W/O
MOHD AAQIL KHAN Residing at D-69
BAND GALI NEAR SAEEDIYA
MASJID, CHAUHAN BANGAR SEE-
LAMPUR, North East Delhi, 110053
have changed my name to SHADIYA
for all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE

I, AAQIL KHAN/AAKIL KHAN S/O
SAJID ALI KHAN Residing at D-69
BAND GALI NEAR SAEEDIYA
MASJID, CHAUHAN BANGAR SEE-
LAMPUR, North East Delhi, 110053
have changed my name to MOHD
AAQIL KHAN for all future purpose.

PUBLIC NOTICE

It is for general information that I,
ASIYA MOOSA W/O MOHD
MOOSA R/O 1386/87, GALI NO.5,
FAYYAZ GANJ, BAHADURGARH
ROAD, SADAR BAZAR, NORTH
DELHI, DELHI-110006 declare that
name of mine has been wrongly
written as ASIA in my 10th Class
School Leaving Certificate and the
name of my husband has been
wrongly written as MOHAMMAD
MOOSA in my Aadhaar Card No.
881659687324 and VOTER CARD
NO. SNJ2411791. The actual name
of mine and my husband are ASIYA
MOOSA AND MOHD MOOSA
respectively, which may be amend-
ed accordingly. It is certified that |
have complied with other legal
requirements in this connection.

PUBLIC NOTICE

This is to inform the general public
that my clients, Smt. Shashi
Sharma, W/o Shri Satish Chandra
Sharma, and Shri Satish Chandra
Sharma,s/o sh Raghuber Dayal,
both residents of A-50, Third Floor,
Panchsheel Vihar, New Delhi -
110017, hereby declare as
under:That their son, namely Mr.
Chetan Bhardwaj, is their biological
son. However, due to his irresponsi-
ble, disobedient, and unbecoming
conduct, he has been disowned by
the clients from all movable and
immovable properties, with immedi-
ate effect.The general public is
hereby informed that if any person
deals with the said Mr. Chetan
Bhardwaj in any manner, including
financial or property transactions,
the same shall be at their own risk
and responsibility. The clients shall
not be liable for any of his acts,
deeds, liabilities, or any criminal or
civil consequences arising there-
from in present or future.

(Dr. R. K. Baudh) Advocate
Chamber No. 354, Lawyers Block
Saket Courts, New Delhi - 110017

Mob.: 8744006497
Date: 02.05.2026
Place: New Delhi

PUBLIC NOTICE

This is to inform the general public
that my clients Smt. Seema Devi,
W/o Shri Rajender Singh Rana, and
Shri Rajender Singh Rana, S/o Shri
Karan Singh Rana, both residents
of G-922, Sangam Vihar, New Delhi
- 110062, have debarred and dis-
owned their son Sh. Vipin Singh
Rana, daughter-in-law Smt. Jyotsna
from all their movable and immov-
able properties. Henceforth, the
above-named persons shall have
no right, title, interest, or claim what-
soever in the properties of my
clients. My clients shall not be
responsible for any acts, deeds, lia-
bilities, transactions, or criminal
activities carried out by the above-
named persons in future. If any per-
son deals with them in any manner,
it shall be at their own risk and
responsibility, and my clients shall
not be liable for the same. This
notice is being issued for the infor-
mation of the general public.

Anita Maurya Advocate
Chamber No. 354, Lawyers Block
Saket Courts, New Delhi-110017
Mob.: 8744006494

Date: 02-05-2026

Place: New Delhi

NAME CHANGE
| BALJIT KAUR W/O JOGINDER
SINGH R/OW Z - 69 E/2 MEENAKSHI
GARDEN TILAK NAGAR DELHI-
110018 have changed my name to
BALJEET KAUR Permanently for all
Future purpose

NAME CHANGE
| MANPREET D/O DAVINDER
SINGH R/O WZ-170,MUKHARJI
PARK TILAK NAGAR DELHI-110018
have changed my name to MAN-
PREET KAUR Permanently for all
Future purpose

PUBLIC NOTICE

This is to inform you that Mr.
Surender Kumar Panchal and Mrs.
Santosh Kumari intend to purchase
a freehold dwelling unit, being Flat
No. 11 on the Ground Floor (front
side), having a covered area meas-
uring 1400 sq. ft., without roof
rights, constructed on Residential
Plot No. 11, admeasuring 516.66
sq. yards, situated in Village Sarai
Khwaja, in the colony known as
Ashoka Enclave Extension No. llI,
Faridabad, from Mr. Sushant
Mishra. The initial original owner of|
the property was M/s Greater
Ashoka Land & Development Co.
(P) Ltd., which sold the property to
Mr. Ashwani Khosla through a Sale
Deed dated 14.05.2003. Thereafter,
Mr. Ashwani Khosla sold the proper-
ty to Mr. Chaman Lal Khosla
through a Sale Deed dated
24.03.2011.Subsequently, Mr.
Chaman Lal Khosla transferred the
property to Mr. Sushant Mishra
through a Registered General
Power of Attorney, Agreement to
Sell, and Will, all dated 05.01.2022.
Consequently, Mr. Sushant Mishra
is stated to be the owner of the
aforementioned property. The prop-
erty is stated to be free from all
kinds of litigation, encumbrances,
liens, charges, or claims. Please
also note that the said property is
proposed to be financed by Bajaj
Housing Finance Ltd., Gurgaon
Branch, Haryana. If any person(s)
objection & regarding subject prop-
erty, then kindly may submit his/her
objection within 07 days from the
date of the Notice in writing. The
said objection may be kindly sent to
the undersigned by way of the
Registered Post on the address
given below and by E-mail. failing
which, the claim as per aforesaid
shall be treated as null and void in
respect of the subject property.
[ASHWANI KUMAR]
Advocate
Chamber No. 122,
Tehsil Compound,
Ghaziabad, U.P.
kumar2021ashwani@gmail.com

has only one ink which
has conducted desecration
of Sri Guru Granth Sahib.
The third pen is that of
AAP which is transform-
ing Punjab into Rangla
Punjab by taking path
breaking initiatives every
passing day.” Highlighting
governance achievements,
CM Bhagwant Singh
Mann said, “The tax
money of people belongs
to the state and we are
judiciously spending it on
the welfare of people.
People’s money is coming
back to people through
development,  schools,
hospitals and roads.” He
added, “We have provided
free electricity to 90%
households, given jobs to
over 65,000 youth without
corruption, improved
roads, closed toll plazas
saving ?70 lakh daily, and
are building infrastruc-
ture.” He further said, “At
the time when we
assumed office only 22%
canal water was being
used in the state for irriga-
tion purposes.”
Emphasising social
reform, CM Bhagwant
Singh Mann said, “No
freebie or concession
cards can eliminate pover-
ty or other social maladies
but education is the key
that can pull people out of
this vicious circle by rais-
ing their standard of liv-
ing. Education is the light
that illuminates the world
by dispelling darkness and
that is why we are laying
special thrust on it.” He
added, “Mukh Mantri
Sehat Yojna has been
launched under which

NAME CHANGE
1, Sweta Chauhan/Shweta Chauhan,
W/o Pardeep Kumar, R/o House No
-7, Village - Wazirpur , District -
Gurgaon, Have Changed My Name
To Shweta Singh.

Lost & Found

This is to inform to the public Notice
that | have lost my original
House/Property paper which was
allotted to my husband ,Property
bearing no.B2/33 JJ Colony
Madanpur Khadar, South-east
Delhi New Delhi 110076. My name
is  Vimla W/o-Late Sh.Ramesh
R/0-B2/33 JJ Colony Madanpur
Khadar New Delhi 110076.

Public Notice

It is for general information that |
DHANPAL SINGH S/O SOHAN
LALA R/O House No-RZ K-2/196,
Nihal Vihar, Nangloi, PO: Nangloi,
DIST: West Delhi, Delhi-110041
declare that name of mine and my
father have been Wrongly written
as DHAN PAL and SOHAN LAL in
my 10th Class marksheet and cer-
tificate. The actual name of mine
and my father DHANPAL SINGH
and SOHAN LALA which may be
amended accordingly.

NAME CHANGE

| hitherto known as Firoz khan alias
Firoz Malik S/O: Bundu Fauiji, RO
house No A-5, era garden, near saras-
vati lok, noor nagar road, Meerut,
Meerut, Uttar Pradesh - 250002, have
changed my name and shall hereafter
be known as FIROZ KHAN.

NAME CHANGE

| ,Jogendra kumar S/O Mohar Singh,
R/O 139, aurangshahpur golabarh,
rohta road, Meerut, meerut City, Uttar
Pradesh, 250002, have changed the
name of my minor son Kaku aged 15
year's and he shall hereafter be
known as KARTIK.

ADVANCED MECHANIZED

INTENSIVE DE-RUSTING &
ANTI RUST COATING

E-Tender Notice No. Mech-
RNY-02-2026-27 Dated: 30-04-
2026. E-Tenders are invited by
the undersigned for the following
works: Name of work: Advanced
Mechanized intensive de-rusting
& anti rust coating of brake disc
and caliper using Special Purpose
Machine (SPM) at Naharlagun
for a period of 03 years. Tender
Value: 328,00,848/-. Earnest
Money: 356,000/-. Date & time
of closing of tender: At 13.00
hrs. on 25-05-2026. The complete
information with tender documents
of above e-Tender will be available in
www.ireps.gov.in

Sr. DME, Rangiya

(9"& NORTHEAST FRONTIER RAILWAY
[N’ Serving Customers With A Smile

health cards are being
issued to all 65 lakh fami-
lies in Punjab and every
family is entitled to free
treatment up to 210 lakh.
Over 30 lakh beneficiaries
have already received
health cards.” CM
Bhagwant Singh Mann
further said, “1.65 lakh
people have received free
treatment under this
scheme and I urge people
to take maximum benefit
of these cards.” He added,
“For the first time in the
history of the state more
than eight hours of unin-
terrupted power has been
supplied to farm tube
wells during paddy sea-
son. Farmers are now
receiving electricity dur-
ing the daytime for irriga-
tion for the first time,
which has transformed
their lives.” On women

empowerment, CM
Bhagwant Singh Mann
said, “Under Mawan

Dheeyan Satkar Yojna,
?1000 per month is being
given to other categories
women and ?1500 to SC
category women above 18

NAME CHANGE
I, Updesh Kumar Khurana S/o -
Mam Chand, Add- 453/22, Gali No
13, Near Mata Mandir, Shivji Park,
Gurgaon-122001, Have Changed
My Name To Updesh Kumar.

NAME CHANGE
|, Kamaljeet Kaur Khurana W/o -
Updesh Kumar, Add- 453/22, Gali No
13, Near Mata Mandir, Shivji Park,
Gurgaon-122001 Have Changed My
Name To Kamaljeet Kaur.

NAME CHANGE
1, Manoj Kumar S/O Nempal Singh, R/O
House No-1285, Gali No -02, Ramlila
Tilla, VTC: Muzaffamagar, PO: Muzaffar
Nagar City, Sub District: Muzaffamagar,
District: Muzaffamagar, Uttar Pradesh,
251002, have changed the name of my
minor son Shagun Kumar aged 6 years
and he shall hereafter be known as
HRIDYANSH SINGH.

NAME CHANGE
|, SYED AHMED S/O SUBRATI resid-
ing at H.No.1374,Gali NO.15,Rajiv
Gandhi Nagar,New Mustafabad Delhi-
110094, have changed my name to
SAEID AHMED

NAME CHANGE
I, IKRAMUDDIN S/O SAEID
AHMED, residing at H.No.173/1,Gali
NO-2,0ld Mustafabad Delhi-110094,
have changed my name to MOHD
IKRAMUDDIN

Name Correction
| MOHAMMED AZIZ S/O MOHM-
MAD YAHIYA Resident of House
No 1010 GALI NO 32 JAFRABAD
SEELAMPUR NORTH EAST
Delhi 110053 do hereby solemnly
affirm and declare as under.That
my Passport mention My Father
incorrect name is MOHD YAHYA
ALVI My Father Correct name
MOHMMAD YAHIYA.

NAME CHANGE
I, JC-710661A, Rank-NB SUB Name-
BIKASH UPADHYAY Unit ARMY
HOSPITAL R&R DELHI CANTT R/o
86 SAWANSA, BAKSHA, JAUNPUR,
UTTAR PRADESH-222108, have
changed my father's name from
MAHENDER KUMAR UPADHYAY to
MAHENDRA KUMAR UPADHYAY for
all future purposes vide Affidavit dated
02/05/2026 before Notary Public, Delhi.

S&T ASSOCIATED WORKS
IN ALIPURDUAR DIVISION
E-Tender Notice No. : S&T/APDJ/
03 & 04, Dated: 29-04-2026; E-
Tender are invited by the
undersigned for the following
work; SN-1. Tender No. : AP-ST-03-

2026-27; Name of work
Comprehensive Annual Maintenance
Contract of Hitachi make Electronic
Interlocking at 19 Stations for a
period of 03 (Three) years i.e. 36
Months in Alipurduar Division.
Advertised Tender Value:
%3,81,33,677.16/-; Bid Security:
7,62,700/-; SN-2. Tender No. :
AP-ST-04-2026-27; Name of work
. Rani Nagar Jalpaiguri-Chautara -
Provision of Track Machine siding
- 10 Stations (S&T Associated
works). Advertised Tender Value:
359,28,525/-; Bid Security:
31,18,600/-; Date & time of
closing of both tenders at 15:00
hrs.on 25-05-2026 and opening
of tenders on 25-05-2026
after closing. For details please
visit in N.F. Railway website
www.ireps.gov.in.
DRM (S&T), Alipurduar Division
NORTHEAST FRONTIER RAILWAY
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E-AUCTION FOR COMMERCIAL

ADVERTISEMENT AT TINSUKIA DIVISION

Days. 1096.

E-Auction for commercial Advertisement at Dibrugarh and Bogibeel
area over Tinsukia Division. Rate Unit: Annual Licensing fee. Trips/

years.” He added, “This is
not a political function but
a source of interaction
with the masses. Several
governments came and
went but none bothered
about the well being of
people. These parties
played a game of musical
chairs and plundered the
wealth of the state, but
people voted for the
broom which has trans-
formed schools, hospitals
and other sectors.” CM
Bhagwant Singh Mann
said, “The Akali leader is
begging for one chance
from the people despite
being given five chances
earlier. Instead of serving
people, they looted the
state and were shown the
door.” The Chief Minister
added, “These parties are
waiting for their turn to
plunder the wealth of the
state again, which is their
only motive to attain
power.” CM Bhagwant
Singh Mann said, “These
people are never bothered

NAME CHANGE
1, Aashish Alies Ashish  S/O Sushil
Kumar R/O H No.-2040,0ld Anaaj
Mandi, Narela, North Weat Delhi -
110040 Have changed my name to
Ashish Mittal for all future purposes.
NAME CHANGE
|, Poonam W/O Ashish Mittal R/O
H No.-2040,0ld Anaaj Mandi,
Narela, North Weat Delhi -110040
Have changed my name to Poonam
Mittal for all future purposes.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Itis for general information that | BIBHA
KUMARI GUPTA W/O SANJAY
KUMAR residing at B-38B, Kalyan
Kunj, Sector-49, Gautam Buddha
Nagar, Uttar Pradesh- 201301, declare
that name of mine and my husband
have been wrongly written as BIBHA
GUPTA and SANJAY KUMAR GUPTA
in my minor daughter's namely
AARADHYA GUPTA aged 09 years in
her Birth Certificate No.
WB_BR_2016/20122/1/12608. The
actual name of mine and my husband
are BIBHAKUMARI GUPTA and SAN-
JAY KUMAR respectively which may
be amended accordingly.

NAME CHANGE

I, JADHAV SAVITA VITTHAL, is
legally mother of Army No.
2817597X, Rank — Sep, Name —
JADHAV  VINOD  VITTHAL,
presently residing at Vill — Rajuri,
Post — Rajuri, Teh — Karmala, Dist
— Solapur, State — Maharashtra,
Pin — 413203, have changed my
name from JADHAV SAVITA VIT-
THAL to SAVITA VITTHAL JAD-
HAV for all future purposes. Vide
affidavit dated 02/05/2026 before
Public Notary Delhi.

NAME CHANGE

I, JADHAV VITTHAL SURYAB-
HAN, is legally father of Army No.
2817597X, Rank — Sep, Name —
JADHAV  VINOD  VITTHAL,
presently residing at Vill — Rajuri,
Post — Rajuri, Teh — Karmala, Dist —
Solapur, State — Maharashtra, Pin —
413203, have changed my name
from JADHAV VITTHAL SURYAB-
HAN to VITTHAL SURYABHAN
JADHAV for all future purposes.
Vide affidavit dated 02/05/2026
before Public Notary Delhi.

NAME CHANGE

1, ASHOK KUMAR GUPTA S/O VAID-
HANATH SAH R/O Mahuawa
Nayagaon VTC: Amwa Kalan Po:
Amua Sub Ps: Piprahi, Dist: Sheohar,
Bihar- 843334 Have Changed Name
Of my minor Son NITISH KUMAR
Aged 16 years and he Shall hereafter
be Known as NITESH RANJAN.

Auction Catalogue No. TSK-OOH-DBR-1

Seq No. Lot No./Category

Description

ADVT-TSK-DBRG-OH-
237-26-1(Advertising-Out
of Home)

AA/1

Commercial Advertisement (OOH)
at Dibrugarh and Bogibeel area over
Tinsukia division.

Auction Start Date & Time: At 11.00 hrs. & Closing at: 11.30 hrs. on
22-05-2026. Initial Cooling off period is 30 minutes. Lot wise closing
time can be viewed in e-Auction module of IREPS.

Note: Prospective bidders are requested to visit E-Auction Leasing

Module on IREPS website www.ireps.gov.in for more details.
Divisional Commercial Manager (IC), Tinsukia
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DATE OF BIRTH CHANGE
I, NO-15488135F, Rank-DFR,
Name-GOVIND PATHAK residing
at VPO-BERI, BER, DARB-
HANGA, BIHAR-848213, in my
service records, my father’s (RAM
NARAYAN PATHAK), date of birth
is wrongly mentioned as
01/07/1963 instead of correct date
of birth as 01/11/1961, vide affi-
davit dated 02/05/2026, before
Notary Public, New Delhi.

DATE OF BIRTH CHANGE
I, NO-15488135F, Rank-DFR,
Name-GOVIND PATHAK residing
at VPO-BERI, BER, DARB-
HANGA, BIHAR-848213, have
changed my mother's name from
FOOLIDAY DEVI to FUL DEVI for|
all future purposes, and in my serv-
ice records, my mother’s date of|
birth is wrongly mentioned as
01/07/1965 instead of correct date
of birth as 01/01/1966, vide affi-
davit dated 02/05/2026, before
Notary Public, New Delhi.

NAME CHANGE

I, JYOTHI wife of NO-14661512W,
Rank-HAV, Name-JANARDHANA RAO
CHITTIRI residing at 2-9, MAIN
STREET, ANANDAPURAM, SRIKAKU-
LAM, ANDHRA PRADESH-532168,
have changed my name from JYOTHI to
JYOTHI CHITTIRI for all future purpos-
es, vide Affidavit dated 02/05/2026 before
Executive Magistrate, Delhi

NAME CHANGE

It is for general information that I,
VIMAL EMMANUEL TYAGI S/o
SAMUEL CHANDER PRASAD
TYAGI, Rlo H NO-575, NEAR JEET
RASHAN SHOP, PANA UDYAN,
NARELA DELHI-110040, declare that
name of mine and my father has been
wrongly written as VIMAL E TYAGI
and S C PRASAD TYAGI in my
Education Document . The actual
name of mine and my father is VIMAL
EMMANUEL TYAGI and SAMUEL
CHANDER PRASAD TYAGI, which
may be amended accordingly. It is cer-
tified that | have complied with other
legal requirements in this connection.
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NEWS BOX

Shakira eyes higgest career
show with free Copacabana

concert in Rio

World. (Agency)

Colombian superstar Shakira will give a free concert
on Copacabana Beach in Rio de Janeiro on
Saturday night in an event that Rio officials say
will draw approximately 2 million people to one of
the world’s most iconic waterfronts.The
performance follows similar shows by Madonna in
2024 and Lady Gaga last year, also attended by
huge crowds that danced on the sprawling sands. It
is part of Shakira’s “ Las Mujeres Ya No Lloran ”
("Women No Longer Cry") world tour, named
after her 2024 album.The Latina pop star said in an
interview with Brazil’s TV Globo that she expects
the Copacabana concert to be the biggest of her
career.

“For me it’s a dream. I always dreamed of singing on
this beach, because I think it’s a magical place,”
she said in Portuguese, adding that she learned the
language before English.Brazil was one of the first
countries where Shakira became successful back
in the 1990s, thanks to her charisma and the
connection she created with the Brazilian public,
according to Felipe Maia, an ethnomusicologist
who is pursuing a doctoral degree on popular
music and digital technologies at Paris Nanterre
University.

Her historical success in Brazil “has a lot to do with
the fact that she comes from Colombia, a country
whose culture has many similarities with Brazil,”
Maia said, adding that Saturday’s performance
“crowns the relationship she has had with Brazil
for a very long time.”By Saturday morning,
crowds had started piling onto the beach to nab a
good spot for the performance. Street vendors
were selling food and drinks, but also toilet paper,
deodorant and even bags of sand on which to stand
to get a better view of the stage set up opposite
Copacabana Palace.DJs will start performing on
the beach in the late afternoon. Shakira’s set is
scheduled for 9:45 p.m. local time and is expected
to last around two hours. After the performance,
another DJ will take to the stage — a new addition
to keep the crowds entertained and help with an
orderly exit, according to Rio officials.

'Rescue fares': US air carriers
step up with after Spirit
Airlines winds down

Washington. (Agency)

US air carriers on Saturday mobilized to help
passengers and crew members stranded by the
overnight shutdown of Spirit Airlines, after the
low-cost carrier's last-minute talks with creditors
and the White House collapsed.

Spirit, known for its bright yellow planes,
succumbed to crushing fuel prices and announced
in the early hours that it was "winding down its
global operations, effective immediately," with all
flights canceled and customer service no longer
available.

Other carriers -- including American, Delta, United
and JetBlue -- moved quickly to scoop up Spirit's
customers, offering what some dubbed "rescue
fares" to those waking up with cancelled
itineraries. "In just over 12 hours, United has
helped Spirit customers book 14,000 tickets to get
to where they need to be," United said in a
statement on Saturday.

Some airlines said they would increase the number
of flights or schedule larger planes in and out of
airports where Spirit had a significant presence.
Carriers also sought to support marooned Spirit
staff -- and hire them.

Spirit has been in and out of bankruptcy since 2024,
and the White House was recently considering a
bailout.

'Structural headwinds': 2026
midterm race enters last six
months with US Congress at

stake

Washington.(Agency)

The battle for control of the US Congress entered
its final six months on Sunday, with midterm
elections in November that could reshape
President Donald Trump's second term and
redefine the balance of power in Washington.As
ever, the midterms will be a referendum on the
president, with Democrats hoping to capitalize
on economic discontent and Trump's sliding
approval ratings to retake the House of
Representatives and Senate -- while
Republicans fight to defy political headwinds.

At stake is not just legislative control but the
trajectory of Trump's agenda, with a
Democratic-run Congress able to launch
investigations, block nominees and generally
complicate the remainder of his presidency.

Early indicators point to a challenging
environment for Republicans, with Trump's
approval rating around 40 percent and economic
dissatisfaction -- particularly inflation and Iran
war-related costs -- eroding confidence.

Polling shows Democrats with a narrow edge on
the generic ballot, while some surveys suggest
voters now trust them more on the economy.

A Republican-aligned group, AFP Action, warned
the party's Senate majority was "at risk," citing
"structural headwinds" and disengaged voters.

In midterm elections, Americans vote to fill all
435 House seats, about one-third of the 100-
member Senate and most governorships.
Democrats need to flip three House seats and
four in the Senate to take control."The Senate is
on the table here," Molly Murphy, of pollster
Impact Research, told cable network MS NOW,
pointing to Trump's waning popularity and
strong Democratic turnout in recent elections.
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Trump's pirates remark direct admission

of criminality: Iran demands UN action

Iran accused Donald Trump of
admitting criminality after he
said the US Navy acted like
pirates against Iranian vessels.
Tehran has urged the UN and its
member states to reject any
normalisation of such conduct

under international law.
O

World. (Agency)

Iran has accused US President Donald Trump TRUMP’S ‘PIRATES’ REMARK
of making a “direct admission of Tpe response followed Trump’s comments

criminality” after he likened the US Navy’s
actions against Iranian vessels to piracy,

He urged the international community,

acknowledgement of unlawful conduct
at sea.“The President of the United
States has openly described the
unlawful seizure of Iranian vessels as
‘piracy,” brazenly boasting that ‘we act
like pirates’,” Baqaei said in a
statement. “This was no verbal slip. It
was a direct and damning admission of
the criminal nature of their actions
against international maritime
navigation.”

UN member states and the UN Secretary-
General to reject what he described as
attempts to normalise violations of
international law.

on Friday, when he described US naval
operations enforcing a blockade on Iran as

like pirates. We’re sort of like pirates, but
we are not playing games.”

US forces have in recent days seized vessels
linked to Iran, including tankers and
container ships, as part of Washington’s
broader pressure campaign during the
ongoing conflictinvolving Iran and Israel.

ESCALATING MARITIME TENSIONS

The confrontation at sea has intensified

and called on the United Nations to
intervene. Tehran’s foreign ministry
spokesperson Esmaeil Baqaei said
Trump’s remarks amounted to an open

being “like pirates.”

“We took over the ship, we took over the
cargo, we took over the oil. It’s a very
profitable business,” Trump said. “We’re

alongside the wider conflict, with Iran
restricting most shipping through the Strait
of Hormuz, a key global energy route,
while the US has imposed its own blockade

Ghana hecomes latest African nation to
reject US health deal, cites data concerns

Accra. (Agency)

Ghana has rejected a proposed health
deal with the United States over
concerns about data privacy and is
now seeking a new agreement, an
official said Friday. It was the
latest African country to walk

continue to look for ways to strengthen
the bilateral partnership between our
two countries,”
added, speaking on condition of
anonymity to discuss the matter.

away from the deal over e
similar concerns.The deal o=

included provisions that
would have allowed US
entities access to Ghana's
sensitive health data without
necessary safeguards,
according to Arnold

i

Kavaarpuo, executive
director of Ghana’s Data o -
Protection Commission.

The scope of the data access
that was requested under the deal
“went far beyond what would
typically be required,” Kavaarpuo told
The Associated Press.

A US State Department spokesperson
said the department does not disclose
details of bilateral negotiations. “We

Under the Trump administration’s

“America First” approach to global
health funding, the US has struck such
health deals with more than 30
countries, most of them in Africa. The
new approach that kicked off late last
year replaces previous health
agreements under the now-dismantled

United States Agency for International
Development.

the spokesperson The deals offer hundreds of millions of

dollars in US funding to some of the
African countries worst hit by the US
aid cuts to support their public
health systems and help fight
. disease outbreaks.
" | The agreements, however, have
| raised questions about data
privacy concerns. In February,
authorities in Zimbabwe said
they rejected the proposed deal
over issues around health data,
fairness and sovereignty.
. Zambia is also reported to have
J pushed back on a section of its
deal, although no decision has
been made there.Activists in
Africa say the agreements often lack
adequate safeguards for the use of the
data and are sometimes limiting in who
is being helped — such as in Nigeria,
where the US committed to supporting
mainly Christian faith-based
healthcare providers.

White House dinner shooting suspect
seeks end to jail suicide watch

World. (Agency)

Attorneys for a man accused of
attempting to assassinate President He was later moved to suicide

Donald Trump at a black-tie
press gala last weekend asked
a judge on Saturday to
remove him from suicide
watch at a Washington
jail. The suspect, Cole Tomas
Allen, allegedly forced his
way through a security
checkpoint and fired a
shotgun outside the White -
House Correspondents’ =
Dinner on April 25. ’
After being booked on April 27,

Allen was placed in a “safe

cell,” described in a court filing as a
padded room under 24-hour
lockdown, where he was required to

wear a restrictive vest similar to a
straitjacket.
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precautions, which still barred him
from making phone calls, receiving
visitors other than his legal team, or
leaving his cell except under escort for

legal meetings or showers.

According to the filing, a nurse

recommended ending those measures
on Friday, but they remained
in place during a lawyer’s
visit that same day.

His attorneys argue the
restrictions are punitive and
limit access to basic
resources, including a jail
tablet that would allow him
to communicate with family

| members.

~ Allen faces charges of

attempted assassination,

discharging a firearm during

a violent crime, and illegally
transporting weapons and ammunition
across state lines. He has not yet
entered aplea.

on [ranian ports.

7§ The disruption has affected a critical

; corridor that handles roughly a fifth of
global oil and liquefied natural gas
shipments, contributing to volatility in
energy markets.

WAR CONTEXT
REACTION

The current phase of the conflict began on
February 28, when US and Israeli forces
launched strikes on Iran, prompting
retaliatory attacks by Tehran on Israel

and Gulf'states hosting US bases.

The fighting has resulted in large-scale
casualties and displacement, with
hostilities also spilling over into Lebanon.

Trump’s remarks have drawn criticism from
several quarters, adding to earlier
controversy over his statements on the war,
including threats to target Iranian
infrastructure.

Some US experts have also raised concerns
over the legality of certain actions during
the conflict.

AND GLOBAL

Iran Nobel laureate Narges
Mohammadi hospitalised after
fainting twice, cardiac crisis

World.(Agency)

Iran’s imprisoned Nobel Peace Prize laureate Narges

Mohammadi has been urgently transferred from
prison to a hospital in northwestern Iran after a
“catastrophic deterioration” of her health, her
foundation said Friday.

The Narges Mohammadi Foundation said the Nobel

Prize laureate had two episodes of complete loss of
consciousness and a severe cardiac crisis.

Earlier Friday, Mohammadi had fainted twice in

prison in Zanjan in northwestern Iran, according to
the foundation. She was believed to have suffered a
heart attack in late March, according to her lawyers
who visited her a few days after the incident. At the
time, she appeared pale, underweight and needed a
nurse to help her walk.

The hospital transfer comes “after 140 days of

systematic medical neglect,” since her arrest on
Dec. 12, the foundation said.“This transfer was done
as an unavoidable necessity after prison doctors
determined her condition could not be managed on-
site, despite standing medical recommendations
that she be treated by her specialized team in
Tehran,” the foundation said.

Help may be little too late, family saysMohammadi’s

family had advocated for her transfer to adequate
medical facilities for weeks.

The foundation, quoting her family, said her transfer

Friday to a hospital in Zanjan was “a desperate,
‘last-minute’ action that may be too late to address
her critical needs.”Mohammadi's brother
Hamidreza Mohammadi, who lives in Oslo,
Norway, said in an audio message shared with The
Associated Press by the foundation that her family is
“fighting for her life.”

“My family in Iran is doing everything they can. But

the prosecutors in Zanjan are blocking everything,”
he said.On March 24, Narges Mohammadi’s fellow
inmates found her unconscious, her lawyers said she
told them during the visit a few days later. Upon
later examination at the prison’s clinic, a doctor told
her that she probably had had a heart attack.

Dutch Princesses targeted in scary murder
plot, suspect found with axes, Nazi symbol

This is not the first time the safety of
Amalia — the future Queen of the

Netherlands — has been under threat.

She has previously been the target of
multiple serious threats, including an

alleged gang plot by drug cartels to kidnap

sinister Nazi-inspired attack to kill the
future Queen and her sister.The suspect,
who is due to appear in court on Monday,
was arrested in The Hague in February.The
court date is listed in an official scheduling
order published by The Hague Public
Prosecutor’s Office

Authorities said he was found with two
axes engraved with the words
“Alexia,” “Mossad,” and “Sieg Heil,” a

her along with then Dutch Prime Minister

handwritten note bearing the names
“Amalia,” “Alexia,” and the word

Mark Rutte, who currently serves as
Secretary-General of Nato.

World.(Agency)

Authorities in the Netherlands foiled an
attack targeting two members of the Dutch
royal family — Princess Catharina-
Amalia, 22, and her younger sister, Princess
Alexia, 20 — who were allegedly targeted
by a 33-year-old man suspected of far-right
extremist views and accused of plotting a

“bloodbath.”

AUTHORITIES HAVE NOT
REVEALED MOTIVE

The Hague Public Prosecutor’s Office
did not disclose further details,
including the suspect’s identity, citing
Dutch privacy laws. Authorities have also
not revealed a motive behind the alleged
plot or the disturbing writings.etails of the
February arrest emerged as the royal
family — including Amalia and Alexia —
marked King’s Day with public

Nazi-era salute. He was also carrying a L
|

appearances in the heavily secured city of

Dokkum on April 27.

Amalia, the daughter of King Willem-

cartels to kidnap her along with then Dutch
Prime Minister Mark Rutte, who currently
serves as Secretary-General of Nato.

Alexander and Queen Maxima, is the heir In 2020, she was forced to go into hiding after

to the Dutch throne, while Alexia is second

inline.
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FUTURE DUTCH QUEEN HAS BEEN

TARGET OF MULTIPLE THREATS

This is not the first time the safety of Amalia
— the future Queen of the Netherlands —
has been under threat. She has previously
been the target of multiple serious threats,
including an alleged gang plot by drug

a man sent messages threatening her with
rape and violence. In 2022, authorities
intercepted communications between
gang members targeting Amalia and
Rutte. That same year, she was
compelled to leave her student
accommodation in Amsterdam over
security concerns, and Queen Maxima
moved her to the heavily guarded royal
palace in The Hague.In 2024, Amalia
secretly relocated to Madrid to
complete her studies and experience
greater personal freedom due to
ongoing security concerns.Queen
Maxima described the impact on her
daughter, saying, “She can't live in
Amsterdam and she can't really go outside
the palace.” “It has enormous consequences
for her life,” she added, noting that her
daughter could no longer live in
Amsterdam or move freely outside.




New Delhi,Monday, 04 May 2026

Four women teachers killed
after tree falls on moving

car in Kullu

Shimla.(Agency)

Four women teachers lost their lives after a
giant conifer tree uprooted during
inclement weather and fell on a moving
car on Saturday. The accident occurred in
the Ani subdivision of Himachal’s Kullu
district when strong winds accompanied
by light rain lashed the region, police
said.According to officials, the tree
crashed directly onto the vehicle, leaving
little chance for the occupants to escape.
Four teachers died on the spot, while the
driver and two other occupants sustained
injuries. They were rushed to a nearby
medical facility for treatment.

The deceased have been identified as Sneh
Lata (38), a resident of Parolibhar, Ani;
Banti Kaushal (39), resident of Lami Seri,
Ani; Usha Kumari (43), resident of Tarala,
Ani; and Seema Azad (54), a resident of
Ropdi, Ani.

The injured include Suresh Chand (driver),
a resident of Ropdi; Tara Devi, also from
Ropdi; and Reena Kumari, a resident of
Sarkaghat in Mandi district.

Eyewitnesses said a bus and other vehicles
were also passing along the same route at
the time of the incident. “Fortunately, the
tree fell directly on the Bolero. Had it
struck the bus, the casualties could have
been much higher,” alocal resident said.

Police, administrative officials, and fire
brigade teams rushed to the spot soon after
receiving information and carried out
rescue operations. The bodies were
shifted to a nearby mortuary for
postmortem, and an investigation into the
incident has been initiated.Sub-Divisional
Magistrate (SDM) Ani, Laxman Kanet,
expressed grief over the loss of lives and
announced immediate relief.

LPG price hike: Hotels in
Kerala to down shutters
on May 6

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM. (Agency)

The steep rise in commercial LPG prices has
jolted Kerala’s restaurant industry, with
eateries warning of a 50-60% hike in menu
prices. On Friday, the central government
increased the price of 19kg commercial LPG
cylinders by Rs 993, with the cost of a
cylinder crossing Rs 3,000 in the state.

The decision has come as a further blow to
food-business operators who are already on
the verge of closure due to the LPG crisis
triggered by tensions in West Asia.

Warning of job losses and a spike in food
prices, the Kerala Hotel and Restaurants
Association (KHRA) has called for a
statewide shutdown on May 6, while
demanding immediate relief measures from
the Centre and state governments.

KHRA state president G Jayapal said the sector
is already under severe stress and will not be
able to absorb the latest LPG price hike.

He said that the situation is grave and the
cumulative rise in cost of LPG, milk,
vegetables, pulses, and cooking oil has made
operations unsustainable. “Prices of
essentials have skyrocketed. Coconut oil that
once cost Rs 100 is now nearing Rs 300.
Pulses are around Rs 150 per kg, chickpeas
have crossed Rs 100, and even small lentils
are touching Rs 170. Along with this, LPG
prices have shot up drastically. To stay
viable, we may have to raise menu prices by
50-60%,” he said.

Kerala Congress parties
await election results with
bated breath

KOTTAYAM.(Agency)

With just a day left for the counting of votes
in the assembly elections, much attention
has shifted to the performance of Kerala
Congress (KC) parties — including leading
breakaway factions led by P J Joseph and
Jose K Mani, whose survival will largely
hinge on the poll outcome.

The election is particularly pivotal for Kerala
Congress (M), led by Jose, who aligned
with the LDF shortly before the 2021
assembly elections after being expelled
from the UDF. A second consecutive defeat
for Jose in Pala could not only jeopardise
his political career but also potentially
destabilise the party’s foundational
structure.

In the 2021 election, KC (M) demonstrated
its strength by winning five of the 12
allocated seats. However, Jose’s defeat was
a blow to the party. In the aftermath, Roshy
Augustine, who was second in command,
ascended to a ministerial position,
emerging as an alternative power centre.
This time, too, Roshy’s statements
announcing Jose’s candidacy in Pala
triggered some controversy.

Given all that has transpired, nothing less
than a victory will do for Jose to reinforce
his clout. However, both Jose and Roshy’s
election prospects — in Pala and Idukki
respectively —appear far from rosy. Adding
to the uncertainty, a failure to retain the
previously held seats could precipitate a
serious internal crisis for the party.

Jose has claimed that with no anti-
incumbency in play, the exit polls point to
the LDF continuing in power. “The results
will prove that the people are with the
government, which has delivered public
welfare to every houschold,” he told
reporters.
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2 workers fall to death from gant

S

Andhra reels under severe
heatwave as temperature
hits 45 degree Celsius

A casting yard is an industrial

The declaration of the HSC 2026

Students preparing for the

crane at site for coastal road

Mumbai.(Agency)

In the second mishap within a week

at an infrastructure project site of
the Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation (BMC), two workers
lost their lives after falling from
an industrial gantry crane at a ...
casting yard site for the Mumbai

Coastal Road Project (Phase 2) in

Mira Bhayander area. :

facility where concrete segments
like pillars, boulders and piers are
constructed for an infrastructure
project.Saturday’s incident took place days
after a police constable lost his life when a
portion of a construction rig fell on him ata
flyover construction site on Sion-Panvel
highway in Mumbai’s eastern suburbs.
Before that, on February 14, a slab of the
parapet wall on the viaduct of a Metro line
in Mulund fell atop a rickshaw and a car,

killing one and injuring three. The latest
incident in a series of such mishaps
exposes a pattern of safety negligence at
sites of government authorities such as the
BMC and MMRDA.

Bhayander police station senior inspector

Jitendra Kamble said that a platform
attached to the crane where the labourers
were working collapsed around 1 pm in

O
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Bhayander (West), severely injuring
Raghunath Das (38) and Kanha Singh
(45). They were rushed to hospital
where they were declared dead.

The BMC has initiated a safety audit of
all casting yards and construction sites
ofthe Coastal Road project.

According to BMC, the two victims
were responsible for assembling the
gantry crane, a tall structure with A-
shaped legs on both sides supporting a
horizontal beam at the top. These
cranes are used for lifting heavy

concrete segments for bridges and moving

large machinery and materials.

The two workers had climbed on to a

platform 35-feet above the ground for
carrying out routine inspections. A civic
official said suddenly the platform
collapsed, and they fell on the ground.
Officials said the workers were wearing
safety belts.

Results declared a day before NEET leave

many aspirants in Mumbai anxious

Mumbai. (Agency)

results a day ahead of the
National Eligibility cum
Entrance Test (NEET) has lefta §§
section of aspirants in Mumbai
anxious, with many saying the
timing has added to pre-exam
pressure.

national-level medical entrance
test on Sunday said the release of
results has intensified concerns
about meeting NEET cut-offs.

Several reached out to counsellors appointed A

by the Maharashtra State Board for support.
One counsellor said many students were
worried about their scores and required
reassurance, often involving conversations
with their families to ensure emotional

support.

nother counsellor noted that parental
comparisons based on HSC percentages
were adding to students’ stress. “With
NEET tomorrow, such comparisons are
creating pressure. We are counselling
parents to support their children rather than

add to their anxiety,” they said.

Calling the timing “unnecessary
pressure,” Anubha Shrivastava Sahai
of the India Wide Parents Association
said the results could have been
announced earlier or after NEET to
help students stay focused.

The State Board, however, defended the
decision. Chairman Trigun Kulkarni
said there was demand to declare
results before NEET and pointed out
that supplementary exams are
approaching for those secking
improvement. Meanwhile, four of the

ten official counselling helpline numbers

were found switched off or out of service on
the day. Kulkarni said the issue would be
reviewed, adding that contact details of over

300 counsellors are available on the Board’s

website.

VIJAYAWADA. (Agency)
Andhra Pradesh State Disaster
Management Authority
(APSDMA) has issued a fresh
advisory as severe heatwave
conditions gripped the state on
Saturday.

Managing Director Prakhar Jain

said Prakasam district’s
Kopperapadu recorded the
highest temperature at 45.4°C.
Across 17 districts, 239
mandals registered
temperatures above 41°C, with
Kadapa (34 mandals), Nellore
(32), Tirupati (29), Palnadu
(26), Prakasam (25),
Markapuram (21), Nandyal
(20), Kurnool (17), and
Chittoor (10) among the worst
affected.

For Sunday (May 3), APSDMA

forecasts severe hot winds in six
mandals of Guntur district,
including Medikonduru,
Pedanandipadu,
Phirangipuram, Prattipadu,
Thulluru, and Vatticherukuru.
In addition, 124 mandals across
districts such as Vizianagaram,
Manyam, Polavaram, East
Godavari, Krishna, NTR,
Bapatla, Palnadu, Prakasam,
Nellore, and Tirupati are likely
to experience hot winds.

Saturday’s maximums included

45.1°C at Botlaguduru
(Markapuram), 45°C at
Venkatagiri (Tirupati), 44.4°C
at Kaligiri (Nellore), and
44.3°C at Nuzendla (Palnadu).

Meanwhile, a trough extending

from Rajasthan to Tamil Nadu
via Vidarbha, Telangana, and
Rayalaseema is expected to
trigger light rains with thunder
and lightning in parts of
Srikakulam, Vizianagaram,
Manyam, Alluri, Polavaram,
Visakhapatnam, Anakapalli,
Kakinada, Konaseema, East
Godavari, Chittoor, and
Tirupati districts. APSDMA
advised farmers and workers to
avoid sheltering under trees
during thunderstorms and urged
the public to take precautions
against heat and humidity.

Over 1,000 kg of suspect paneer
destroyed in April in Gujarat

Ahmedabad.(Agency)

THE GUJARAT government on
Saturday said that the Food and Drugs
Control Administration (FDCA) had
destroyed 1,018 kg of suspect paneer
worth Rs1.83 lakh in April across the
state. This was part of the drive to
search, seize and destroy
analogue dairy products being
fraudulently sold as paneer in the
market.

Gujarat health minister Praful
Pansheriya was on Saturday
quoted by the government as
saying, “Anyone who cheats
citizens by selling analogue
products as paneer will not be
spared under any circumstances.
Food business operators should
immediately start following the rules,
otherwise the government will not
hesitate to take strict legal action
against them.”

In April, the Gujarat Food and Drugs
Control Administration (FDCA) had
undertaken a drive to stop the

fraudulent sale of analogue dairy
products in the name of paneer. As part
of this drive, a total of 4,193 units
including manufacturing units,
restaurants, dhabas and hawkers were
inspected.

The statement said, “During this
inspection, a quantity of about 1,018
kg of suspicious paneer/analogue
worth an estimated Rs1,83,240 was
found, seized and destroyed on the
spot. Notices have been issued to about
270 units for serious negligence. Apart

o

from this, 118 suspicious samples have
been sent to the laboratory for testing,
after which strict legal action will be
taken.”

In addition, a total of Rs2,84,300 in fines
have been collected from the firms

sugarcane juice, mango juice, golas
and watermelon.

Not only this, 284 training programs and
255 awareness programs were
organized under this drive to create
awareness among traders and citizens
about food purity and adulteration.

Tricity braces for thunderstorms,
rain as temperatures likely to dip
over next 48 hours

Chandigarh.(Agency)

The Tricity is set for a fresh spell of pre-monsoon

violating the rules in municipal
corporations. A total of, 18 units
that showed serious negligence
have also been sealed, the
minister was quoted as saying
after a meeting with top
officials ofthe Gujarat FDCA.
As part of food safety in the
summer season, “Food Safety
on Wheels” initiative had so far
conducted intensive checks at
1,576 places and tested 1,705
samples on units selling

activity, with the Meteorological Centre, Chandigarh
forecasting light to moderate rainfall at a few places
on May 4 and 5, accompanied by thunderstorms,
lightning and gusty winds.

According to the latest forecast, isolated places in
Chandigarh may witness thunderstorms with
lightning and gusty winds reaching speeds of 40-50
kmph on May 4. The change in weather is likely to
bring much-needed relief from the rising heat, with
day temperatures expected to dip over the next two to
three days.

The development as per weather department is being
attributed to an active western disturbance impacting
northwest India, a system that has already begun
influencing weather patterns across the region.

In recent days, the Tricity has been witnessing
fluctuating weather conditions. While maximum
temperatures had climbed to around 35-37°C under
partly cloudy skies, similar rain spells earlier this
week led to a sharp drop of nearly 6-7 degrees,
bringing temperatures below normal levels.

The India Meteorological Department (IMD) has
indicated that such intermittent rain and thunderstorm
activity is likely to continue in the first week of May,
keeping maximum temperatures in check and
preventing severe heatwave conditions for now.

Admin failures, procedural violations led to
TTD ghee adulteration, says one-man panel

VIJAYAWADA. (Agency)

In a major development in the Tirumala
Tirupati Devasthanams (TTD) ghee
adulteration scandal, the findings of the
One-Man Committee constituted by Chief
Minister N Chandrababu Naidu have
come to light, exposing a deep-rooted
nexus of administrative failures,
procedural violations, and possible
collusion that enabled the supply of
adulterated ghee used in Srivari laddu
prasadam.

The committee, headed by retired IAS
officer Dinesh Kumar (1983 batch), was
tasked with identifying those responsible
for the scandal and examining lapses in the
procurement system. Its report squarely
fixes accountability on senior officials and

the procurement machinery, holding

that allowed adulterated ghee to enter the
sacred supply chain.
The committee’s mandate was confined to

governance and administrative @
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them responsible for creating conditions |
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responsibility, not criminal liability, as a «

police case had already been registered in

470/2024).

The report highlights how the eligibility
criteria introduced in August 2019 were
diluted within five months without
justification, enabling non-compliant and
unverified dairy firms to participate in
ghee tenders. This relaxation opened the
door for suppliers such as Bhole Baba
Organic Dairy Milk Pvt Ltd, whose entry

marked the beginning of a decline in
quality standards.

Procurement was driven by unsustainable
lowest-price (L1) bidding, with reductions
up to Rs 207 per kg incentivising
adulteration. In several cases, post-auction
negotiations were permitted in violation of
tender rules, further undermining
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transparency.

A critical CFTRI laboratory report dated
August 3, 2022, confirmed adulteration
with vegetable oils through the presence
of pB-Sitosterol. However, senior
management suppressed the findings and
failed to enforce Tender Condition No.
50, which mandated blacklisting of such
firms. Instead, suppliers continued to
receive orders, and procurement went on
unchecked.Plans to mandate FSSAI f-
Sitosterol testing from July 2022 were
reversed, resulting in the procurement of
over 70 lakh kg of ghee without legally
required checks. The report notes that
consignments were accepted and used
even before laboratory results were
received, raising serious concerns.
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Defections redraw Punjab’s
political battle lines

THE defection of seven of the 10 AAP Rajya Sabha
MPs, six of them representing Punjab, and their
subsequent merger with the saffron party has
boosted perceptions of a resurgent BJP as a party
of change committed to muscular nationalism
that can ensure the security of the citizens in these
difficult times. This has strong resonance in the
border state that has borne the brunt of terrorism
for many years.The switching of loyalties by the
AAP MPs to the BJP could facilitate a possible
pre-poll alliance with the Akali Dal, which is in a
revival mode, with the BJP in a stronger
negotiating position. This possibility will
significantly alter the political dynamics in the
state.In the changed scenario, the Congress could
find its prospects as the principal claimant to the
anti-incumbency vote negatively impacted, in
what is likely to be a fiercely contested election to
the Vidhan Sabha early next year. To play its
rightful role in Punjab, the grand old party will
need to reinvent itself as a merit-based inclusive
party, appealing to the progressive imagination of
the people rather than as one encouraging casteist
majoritarianism contrary to the constitutional
vision crafted by its leaders.

Also, the current political logic and electoral
arithmetic in Punjab demand that the Congress
and the AAP reassess their political strategies,
particularly in view of the post-poll exigencies,
including the possibility of a fractured mandate.

Ten months is a long time in politics, and the AAP
being in the driver's seat can still enlist popular
allegiance through a vigorous implementation of
its welfare schemes, a demonstration of just and
fair governance and by addressing the pervasive
perception of a deteriorating law and order
situation in the state. Those who insist on writing
the political obituary of the AAP may find
themselves celebrating too early.But beyond the
considerations of realpolitik, there are larger
issues that must be debated in the public realm. In
these troubled times, marked by intense political
and personal rivalries and a fragile socio-political
edifice, Punjab can show the way for constructive
and civilised politics that is conducive to a robust,
consensual democracy. This is not an option but a
necessity if major policy issues for Punjab's
renewal as a progressive state are to be initiated
and implemented.Over the years, the state has
had a faltering record on major development
indices and its economic strength at present is
among the poorest, as per the Niti Aayog's fiscal
index. In the conduct of politics, no political party
canignore the grave challenges that Punjab faces.
These include the pressing issues relating to
environment and climate change, health and
educational infrastructure, diversification of the
state's economy, religious and casteist divides
and the rise of identity politics, creeping
extremism and a worrying law and order
situation.Clearly, visceral political and personal
animosities destructive of the forging of a broad
consensus on critical policy choices will not serve
the cause of Punjab and the credibility of the
state's political leadership. Reckless allegations
against political rivals, treating them as personal
enemies to be tarnished and crushed at will, have
eroded the credibility of the political class as a
whole, thereby denuding the democratic process
of its moral legitimacy.The absence of a
meaningful public discourse on substantive
issues as listed herein has robbed politics of its
purpose and has exposed the failure of all
political parties to mould and reflect the priorities
of the nation. While democratic politics cannot
escape the seduction of populism, it must
concede space for principles that must survive the
momentary impulses as a guarantee of social and
political stability.There are also fundamental
questions about the means and ends. If the
advancement of human dignity is the aspirational
goal of our constitutional state.
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Tribune flyover threatens Chandigarh’s founding vision

Expanding road capacity does not solve congestion; it invites more vehicles

Chandigarh stands at a perilous crossroads where the

pressures of regional expansion threaten to dismantle the
very logic of'its creation. The impending construction of
the Tribune Flyover is more than an urban design failure;
it is a fundamental rejection of sustainability and the
vision of an inclusive, humane city. This 1.6-kilometer
concrete monolith is an obsolete 20th century response
to a 21st century crisis - an intervention that ignores the
statutory mandates of the Chandigarh Master Plan
(CMP) 2031 and violates the city's unique architectural
legacy. We are no longer just debating a traffic solution;
we are deciding whether to remain a global benchmark
for humane urbanism or surrender our identity to a
highway culture Le Corbusier sought to transcend.Le
Corbusier conceived Chandigarh as a biological
organism, where each part of the city performed a
specific function within a larger, integrated whole. This
harmony relied on the 7V hierarchy of roads - a carefully
graded system from pedestrian paths (V7) to fast
vehicular roads (V1), designed to function as a
circulatory network. By separating fast-moving traffic
from local movement, this structure ensured not only
efficiency but also safety, environmental balance, and a
humane public realm. It is a system intended to privilege
order over chaos, and people over vehicles.This
foundational logic is precisely what interventions like
the Tribune Flyover begin to unravel. By privileging
speed and volume over hierarchy and separation, such
projects disrupt the delicate balance that the city's road
system was designed to maintain. The most damning
argument against this approach lies in decades of global
evidence on Induced Demand. Cities such as Los
Angeles and Houston have repeatedly demonstrated this
phenomenon, where multi-billion-dollar highway
expansions resulted in little to no long-term congestion
relief. The reality is that expanding road capacity does
not solve congestion; it invites more vehicles,
exacerbates carbon emissions, and merely funnels
congestion to the next junction.Chandigarh is not
immune to this pattern. We have already witnessed the
damage caused by short-sighted road widening, which
has systematically eroded our green road berms and
safety zones. By prioritising through-traffic on our V2
and V3 roads - originally designed as internal city
arteries - we have allowed them to become high-speed
transit corridors that serve bypassing vehicles at the
expense of our residents, pedestrians, environment, and
public transport.As highlighted in a recent webinar by
IIT Roorkee on "City, Equality and Happiness", the
global paradigm is shifting toward the democratization
of road space, which is being implemented in cities
across continents. Enrique Pefialosa, former Mayor of

Bogota, Colombia famously noted that a city is only
"smart" when it prioritizes the dignity of human
movement over the speed of machines. India holds a
unique advantage: unlike the "locked-in" car-centric
cities of the West, we still have the opportunity to
leapfrog directly to 21st century mobility by investing in
advanced public transport and pedestrian networks.In
Chandigarh, this dignity is being eroded. While the V8
cycle tracks are often viewed as a recent addition, they
were integral to the original Chandigarh Master Plan
(CMP) of the 1950's. Their neglect, along with the
incomplete implementation of the V7 pedestrian paths
has gradually pushed Chandigarh into car dependency.
To be truly humane, we must prioritize the cyclist and the

pedestrian over the private car.

This struggle echoes the opposition led by Jane Jacobs

against the proposed Lower Manhattan Expressway in
New York, where she argued that cities are communities
to be nurtured, not corridors for vehicular movement. A
more recent example can be seen in Cheonggyecheon
Stream in Seoul, South Korea, where the removal of an
elevated highway did not lead to the predicted gridlock.
Instead, it improved urban ecology, reduced ambient
temperatures, and boosted tourism, demonstrating the
long-term benefits of reclaiming infrastructure for
people rather than vehicles.This regression in our
planning philosophy is most evident in the quiet collapse
of the Punjab New Capital (Periphery) Control Act,
1952. Conceived to protect Chandigarh's character
beyond its borders, the Act has been reduced to a
formality as uncoordinated and ever-expanding satellite
townships mushroom across Mohali, Panchkula,
Zirakpur, and New Chandigarh. Every morning,
thousands of vehicles stream into the city, unconcerned
with the invisible lines that planners once believed
would hold. The result is a city absorbing pressures it
was never designed to. The Chandigarh Master Plan
(CMP) 2031 clearly recognizes that this is not a local
problem but a regional one, calling for a binding

Curbing hate speech: Law enforcement beset by partisanship

Interstate Regional Planning Board and an Integrated
Interstate Traffic and Transportation Plan (IITTP). These
are not optional instruments of governance but essential
safeguards against systemic failure. Without them, we are
not solving congestion. We are adding scars and placing
costly bandages on a widening regional wound, treating
symptoms while the underlying imbalance
deepens.Ignoring this statutory vacuum carries a
profound environmental and human cost. The proposed
flyover disregards the Expert Heritage Committee's
warnings on preserving Chandigarh's defining "open-to-
sky" vistas and necessitates the felling of the historic
Mango Garden. This grove is not a cluster of trees. It is
living infrastructure, a quiet lung deliberately placed
between the city and its pollution, a biological filter
embedded into the city's original design. Its removal is
not just ecological loss; it is the erasure of intent.At the
same time, the termnation of a high-speed corridor near
GMCH-32 threatens the integrity of a designated silence
zone, introducing a constant stream of noise and
disruption into a space where recovery depends on calm.
In the name of easing movement, we risk degrading both
the air we breathe and the spaces where we heal. The path
forward does not lie in pouring more concrete, but in
rethinking how the city moves. Instead of a flyover that
accelerates vehicles through Chandigarh, we must invest
in solutions that allow the city to function at a human
pace: grade-separated underpasses where necessary,
intelligent traffic management and a deliberate
reallocation of road space toward pedestrians, cyclists
and public transport. This is not an abstract ideal. It is the
difference between a city where daily needs can be met
within a short walk and one where every errand demands
a cross-city drive. Restoring self-sufficient
neighbourhoods means revitalising sector markets so
they serve everyday life, not niche specialisation that
pulls people across sectors unnecessarily. When
movement is local, pressure on the entire system eases.
When streets are designed for people, not just vehicles,
the city regains its social and environmental balance.

True progress requires the courage to enforce what already

exists on paper: the statutory Red Lines against
encroachment, the long-delayed regional coordination,
and the prioritisation of a robust, high-frequency public
transport network. The choice before Chandigarh is not a
flyover versus traffic. It is a choice between two futures.
One is defined by speed, fragmentation, and a gradual
erosion of identity. The other is rooted in balance,
accessibility, and the enduring vision of a humane city.

Infrastructure decisions of this scale do more than alter

movement patterns; they quietly rewrite the values a city

lives by.

The SC has sounded a moral alarm by asserting that hate speech is “fundamentally antithetical” to the constitutional value of fraternity

THE Supreme Court has observed that existing

legal provisions are sufficient to deal with
hate speech, an offence which poses a threat
to public order as well as communal
harmony. Putting the onus on the executive,
the Court has flagged uneven enforcement of
laws as a major concern. The SC has sounded
amoral alarm by asserting that hate speech is
“fundamentally antithetical” to the
constitutional value of fraternity. Its message

is clear: the erosion of civil discourse strikes |
at the very foundation of the republic.Laws F&
that remain dormant or are selectively
applied are as ineffective as laws that don’t
exist. The executive, particularly law
enforcement agencies, needs to act without
fear or favour. However, the efforts of
governments to curb hate speech have left a lot to be
desired. Powerful politicians often get away with
divisive and communal remarks because the police are

reluctant to take action against them. It’s this brazen
dereliction of duty that the courts must closely monitor
and firmly reprimand. When offenders go unpunished,

the rule of law and public trust in institutions are
undermined.

The judiciary’s refusal to create new legal
mechanisms shifts the responsibility to the
legislature. Parliament must now assess whether
the current framework of provisions is adequate
in an age where speech travels instantly and
widely through digital platforms. If gaps exist,
they must be addressed through -carefully
crafted legislation that balances free expression
with the constitutional vision of unity, dignity
and equality. Public figures, in particular, must
exercise restraint as their reckless remarks can
fan the flames. Ultimately, combating hate
speech requires a collective effort. The State
must enforce the law impartially, the legislature
ought to remain responsive and the citizens

should uphold the spirit of fraternity. And the judiciary

needs to step in whenever the other pillars of
democracy falter.

Does Trump’s war with Iran mark the start of de-dollarisation?

« 1 he immediate effects are visible: a sharp rise in gas prices, inflation climbing to a two-year high, and growing concerns that, as consumers cut back on spending to offset higher costs, unemployment will rise

As the economic consequences of US President Donald
Trump’s war against Iran become evident, policymakers
around the world are running out of patience. The recent
Spring Meetings of the International Monetary Fund
(IMF) and World Bank in Washington made this
abundantly clear, with UK Chancellor of the Exchequer
Rachel Reeves lamenting the “folly” of a war that is “not
ours”.But much of the cost will be borne by the US itself.
The immediate effects are visible: a sharp rise in gas
prices, inflation climbing to a two-year high, and
growing concerns that, as consumers cut back on
spending to offset higher costs, unemployment will rise.
While these short-term shocks are serious, a major risk
that has received less attention is that the dollar could
lose its status as the world’s primary trade and reserve
currency.

The decline of a reserve currency is a slow process. The
British pound ceded its dominance to the US dollar over
roughly two decades, beginning in the 1920s. As Barry
Eichengreen has noted, the Roman denarius — arguably
the world’s first international currency — also
unravelled over a long period, starting when Emperor
Nero debased it in the first century CE.

Any international currency ultimately depends on trust. I
witnessed this during my time as chief economic adviser
to the Indian government under Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh. On August 5,2011, S&P downgraded
the US long-term credit rating from AAA to AA+,
fuelling fears of immediate capital flight. Instead, the
opposite happened: money flowed into the US economy.
In the face of global turbulence, investors trusted that the
US would honour its obligations, no matter the cost.

That trust, a cornerstone of soft power, is rapidly eroding.
Samantha Power, the former administrator of US

Agency for International Development (USAID), This raises the question: Which currency will replace the

highlighted this in a recent
lecture at Cornell University,
where she criticised the Trump
administration’s decision to
dismantle the agency. The abrupt
and “heartless” manner in which
it was shut down, she said, halted
humanitarian aid without
warning, leading to immense
suffering among populations
around the world that had
depended on its continuity.The
closure of USAID, alongside
Trump’s military adventures in
Iran and Venezuela and relentless
attacks on long-standing allies
like Canada and Denmark, has
cast a shadow over America’s
global standing and
trustworthiness. This, in turn,
puts the dollar’s hegemonic
status atrisk.

To understand the potential cost,
consider seigniorage: because
the dollar is globally trusted, the
Federal Reserve can print a USD

10 bill for less than seven cents, and it will be accepted at

full value around the world. As empires from Rome to

Britain have shown, issuing the world’s leading currency

allows a country to create value almost out of thin air.
Losing that capacity would slow economic growth.

Unless US policy reverses course, this year may go down
in history as the moment the US dollar began to lose its

status as the world’s currency.

dollar? The renminbi appears to be the strongest
candidate. A decade ago, the Chinese currency gained
credibility when the IMF included it in the basket of
global currencies underpinning Special Drawing Rights
(the Fund’s reserve asset), but it was still widely
dismissed as “no match” for the greenback. Today, the
prospect of renminbi primacy no longer seems
unthinkable.Yet China’s ability to assume that global
role is far from assured. As economist Qiao Liu observed

in his 2016 book ‘Corporate China
2.0°, the country combines an
“authoritative political regime”
with more flexible institutional
arrangements in which
“relationships still matter”, a
hybrid that does not readily inspire
the kind of global confidence a
reserve currency requires.

Chinese President Xi Jinping
appears to understand this
dynamic. In a 2024 speech, Xi
emphasised the need to
internationalise the renminbi to
bolster China’s soft power, calling
for a “powerful currency that can
be widely used in international
trade, investment, and foreign-
exchange markets and attain
reserve currency status”. But the
main obstacle to reserve-currency
status for the renminbi — the
maintenance of capital controls —
remains firmly in place.

The strongest rebuke of Trump’s
policies over the past year came
from an unexpected source: King Charles III. His
address to Congress on April 28, delivered with
characteristic British wit and restraint, sent a clear
message that the US is on the wrong path, one that could
destroy its global standing.

There was, however, cause for optimism. The repeated
bursts of bipartisan applause Charles received from
members of Congress suggested they were already
aware of America’s predicament.
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Nashik TCS case: Court rejects Nida

Khan's anticipatory bail plea

The Nashik Road court rejected accused Nida Khan's anticipatory bail plea in the Nashik TCS case. The order followed in-camera hearings and
prosecution claims citing digital evidence, seized material and wider links under investigation.

Nashik . (Agency)

A Nashik Road court on Saturday rejected
the anticipatory bail plea of accused
Nida Khan facing allegations of hurting
religious sentiments and attempted
forced religious conversion at a TCS
office in Nashik.

The hearing on Khan’s plea had been
conducted in camera on April 29. During
the proceedings, Special Public
Prosecutor Ajay Mishra represented the
state, while advocate Rahul Kasliwal
appeared for the accused. ACP Sandeep
Mitke, representing the Special
Investigation Team (SIT) as the
investigating officer, also presented the

B short news [

3 Years After Manipur Ethnic
Violence, Families Of Missing
People Still Await Them

Imphal/Guwahati. (Agency)

Three years after the outbreak of ethnic
violence in Manipur on May 3, 2023, the
families of missing people have renewed
their appeal for justice, accountability and
urgent government action, stating that more
than 30 from the valley arcas who went
missing during the height of the crisis are
still untraceable.

In a statement on Saturday, the families said
the last three years have been filled with
"unbearable silence, uncertainty and
endless waiting," as they continue to search
for answers about the fate of their loved
ones.

According to the families, many of those
missing disappeared during the initial phase
of the violence while trying to return home,
escape to safety or survive amid the chaos.
Despite filing first information reports
(FIRs), approaching multiple authorities
and even going to the Manipur High Court
with the help of lawyers and rights activists,
they alleged there has been no meaningful
progress in tracing the missing people.

The families asked the state government to
fulfil its constitutional responsibility and
ensure the cases are not forgotten. They also
highlighted the legal and procedural
challenges they continue to face. Under the
rules, a missing person can only be legally
declared dead after seven years, making it
impossible for families to obtain death
certificates before that period. Without
death certificates, many affected families
are unable to access government schemes,
compensation and promised job benefits.

Jabalpur Cruise Boat Tragedy:
Two More Bodies Recovered,

Death Count At 11

Jabalpur.(Agency)

Bodies of two children have been recovered
during an ongoing search operation in
Jabalpur, officials said on Saturday.The
death count has risen to 11 with the
recovery of two bodies.Search operations
in the area are still underway, and further
details are awaited.

Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister Mohan
Yadav on Friday visited the spot of
wreckage of the cruise boat, which capsized
in the reservoir at Bargi Dam in Jabalpur,
resulting in the deaths of nine people.

Speaking at the incident site, CM Mohan
Yadav said that the rescue operations are
still underway and assured strict
punishment to those responsible for the
tragedy.

"0 bodies have been retrieved in the incident,
and 28 people have been rescued. The
rescue operation is still going on. A huge
loss was averted due to the proactiveness of
our jawans, administration and workers.
We will not spare those who are found
guilty in the incident," he said.

Mohan Yadav appreciated the efforts of the
rescue workers and informed that Rs
51,000 will be given to the workers for their
efforts.

"As soon as the administration received the
information, SDRF, NDRF and our
ministers and MLAs immediately went to
the spot... All of them are continuously
working for the rescue operation... I met the
victims of the incident. [ also announced Rs
51,000 for the workers who engaged in the
rescue operations, and we will also honour
the locals who worked in tandem with the
administration," he said.

prosecution’s stance and opposed the
grant of bail.Earlier, on April 18, the
defence had argued in favour of
anticipatory bail, with Kasliwal
presenting submissions before
the court. However, the
prosecution strongly contested
the plea, citing the seriousness of
the allegations and the need for
further investigation.According
to the prosecution, Khan
allegedly influenced the victim,
who belongs to a backward class,
and introduced her to specific
religious practices. The state
claimed that the accused guided the

victim in wearing a hijab, encouraged
religious observances, and facilitated the

downloading of religion-related mobile
applications. It was also alleged that

certain links related to religious content
were shared with the victim.

The prosecution further stated that
the victim’s name was allegedly
changed, and that important
documents were in the possession
of another accused, identified as
Danish. Investigators also
informed the court that several
books and materials linked to the
case had been seized and would be
presented as evidence.

Digital evidence, including mobile
messages and the victim’s
statements, along with testimonies

from family members, have been

Karnataka MLA Vinay Kulkarni disqualified
after Goudar murder conviction

The Karnataka Assembly has disqualified Congress MLA Vinay Kulkarni after his conviction in the Yogeshgouda Goudar

murder case. The Dharwad seat is now vacant, and the disqualification will continue unless a court stays his conviction.

Bengaluru. (Agency)

Congress MLA and former Karnataka
minister Vinay Kulkarni has been
disqualified from the state Legislative
Assembly following his conviction in
the murder case of BJP leader
Yogeshgouda Goudar, with the
Assembly issuing an official
notification on Saturday.

Kulkarni, who represented the Dharwad
constituency, stands disqualified from
April 15, 2026 — the date of his conviction
— under Article 191(1)(e) of the
Constitution read with Section 8 of the
Representation of the People Act, 1951.
The disqualification will remain in force
for six years after his release, unless a
competent court stays the conviction.

The notification also confirmed that the
Dharwad Assembly seat has fallen vacant
asaresult.

CONVICTIONAND SENTENCING

Kulkarni was convicted on April 15 by a
special court in Bengaluru in connection
with the 2016 of Yogeshgouda Goudar, a
BIP Zilla Panchayat member. The court
found him guilty under multiple IPC
provisions, including criminal conspiracy
and murder.

Two days later, on April 17, the court
sentenced Kulkarni and 15 others to life
imprisonment. He is currently serving his
sentence in prison.

2016 MURDER CASE

The case dates back to June 15,2016, when

Goudar was attacked and hacked to death
by hired assailants inside a gym in
Dharwad’s Saptapur area. Kulkarni was
a minister in the state government at the
time.Following sustained demands from
Goudar’s family and political leaders,
the case was handed over to the Central
Bureau of Investigation (CBI) in 2019 by
the then BIJP government.In its
supplementary chargesheet filed in 2020,
the CBI named Kulkarni as the “main
conspirator,” alleging that he viewed
Goudar as a rising polifical rival and
orchestrated the by hiring contract killers.

LEGAL BATTLES AND BAIL

HISTORY

Kulkarni was arrested by the CBI in 2020

and later granted bail by the Supreme
Court in August 2021, with conditions
including a restriction on entering
Dharwad district.

RPF of NFR Conducts Multiple Rescue Operations,
Ensures Safety of Passengers and Minors

The Sikh Times

Maligaon, 03rd May: The
Railway Protection Force (RPF)
of Northeast Frontier Railway
(NFR) has once again demon-
strated its unwavering commit-
ment towards passenger safety
and humanitarian  service
through a series of successful
rescue operations carried out
across its jurisdiction in recent
days. During the period from
24th April to 30th April 2026,
RPF personnel rescued a signif-
icant number of vulnerable indi-
viduals, including runaway
minors and distressed passen-
gers, from various railway sta-
tions and trains. In one of the
major operations, RPF person-
nel at Dibrugarh railway station
rescued 12 minor boys from a
train and ensured their safe han-
dover to Childline authorities

including

for proper care and protection.
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Similarly, multiple rescue opef
tions were conducted at stations

Kishanganj,

—
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|tion.

and other

Guwahati, Lumding,
Kokrajhar,

Hasimara, Mariani and New
Alipurduar, where several
—————  +  runaway minor boys and
- “girls were traced and res-

cued. Notably, at Mariani
railway station, RPF res-
cued 3 minor girls, while
% at Guwahati railway sta-
tion, minors were safely
reunited with their fami-
lies after timely interven-
In separate inci-
dents, minors rescued at
stations like Kishanganj,
Lumding, Dimapur and
Kokrajhar were handed
over to Child Help Line
authorized
agencies for safe custody
and rehabilitation. In addi-
tion to rescuing minors, RPF
personnel also extended prompt
assistance to passengers in dis-
tress. At New Jalpaiguri, a pas-

senger suffering from breathing
difficulties was immediately
shifted to hospital for medical
treatment. In other instances at
Raiganj and Barsoi, injured pas-
sengers were provided timely
medical aid after accidental
falls, highlighting the alertness
and responsiveness of RPF
staff. These continuous efforts
reflect the dedication of RPF
personnel in safeguarding pas-
sengers, preventing human traf-
ficking, and ensuring the well-
being of vulnerable individuals
across the NFR network.
Northeast Frontier Railway
remains committed to maintain-
ing a safe, secure and passen-
ger-friendly environment and
appeals to the public to remain
v1g1lant and report any suspi-
cious activities to railway
authorities.

&

included in the investigation. Authorities
are also probing possible links to
Malegaon and an alleged international
connection to Malaysia, where prospects
of jobs or promotions may have been
used as inducements.

The prosecution additionally argued that
aspects related to influencing the victim
and possible intimidation or pressure
tactics are under scrutiny.

After hearing arguments from both sides,
the court had reserved its order last
month. The decision, delivered today,
denies anticipatory bail to Nida Khan,
marking a significant development in the
ongoing investigation.

Writing with her feet,
Malkangiri girl clears Class X
exam in Odisha

MALKANGIRI. (Agency)

Defeating all odds, Laxmi Khemudu, a Class

X student of PM SHRI Government High
School in Malkangiri district’s Sindhrimal,
cleared the matriculation examination by
writing with her feet.

Born with both hands non-functional, Laxmi

refused to treat her condition as a limitation
and passed the examination with a D grade.
Through consistent practice, she learnt to
write with her feet and appeared for the
examination without the help of a scribe,
despite being offered the option by the
council.

District education officer Chittaranjan

Panigrahi said Laxmi’s achiecvement is a
matter of pride not only for her family and

but for the entire education
fraternity. “She has proved that physical
disability cannot block talent, education and
determination. Her courage and dedication
will inspire many children,” he said.

Born with a locomotor disability, both the

school,

hands of Laxmi are non-functional.
Besides, she cannot walk or sit without
support. However, she has trained herselfto
hold a pen between her toes and write.

Her journey to the examination hall was filled

with hardship. A resident of Bandhiguda
village under Sindhrimal panchayat in
Malkangiri district, Laxmi hails from a poor
family and depends entirely on her parents
for daily activities. Her father works as a
daily wage labourer while her mother is a
homemaker.

Her success has sparked widespread joy in the

area, with teachers, students and locals
congratulating her for turning adversity into
achievement.
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with 100% panchayat data validation

The PAI 2.0 framework evaluates performance across nine distinct themes, rationalising 150 indicators and 230 data points.

VIJAYAWADA. (Agency)

Andhra Pradesh has set a national benchmark
by becoming one of the first states to
achieve 100% data validation across all
13,310 Gram Panchayats (GPs), marking a
milestone in decentralised planning and
monitoring. The Government of India
officially released the Panchayat
Advancement Index (PAI) 2.0 (2023-24)
on National Panchayati Raj Day, April 24,
2026, consolidating theme-wise indicators
to benchmark rural governance and
development outcomes nationwide.

The statewide results highlight consistent
performance, with 76.5% (10,178) of
panchayats falling into the ‘B’ Grade
category. While no panchayat achieved the
elusive ‘A+’ grade (90-100 score),
Nayanur panchayat in Kuppam mandal,
Chittoor district, emerged as the overall
State leader with a score 0f 84.67, placing it
in the A Grade bracket.

Andhra Pradesh, with 591 panchayats in the

A Grade category (frontrunners), is
placed third in the country when the
number of panchayats is taken into
consideration, with Tripura and
Telangana in the first two positions. This
reflects steady progress across multlple
indicators, though the absence of A+

meeting the highest benchmarks.

The PAI 2.0 framework evaluates
performance across nine distinct themes,
rationalising 150 indicators and 230 data
points. Andhra Pradesh’s thematic leaders
demonstrate both diversity and excellence
across districts.

Chemmulapali in Khajipet mandal, YSR
Kadapa district, led the Poverty-Free and
Enhanced Livelihoods category with a
score of 97.14. Pandrapadu in Kakumanu
mandal, Guntur district, topped the Healthy
Panchayat category with 91.33.
Kachavaram in Karempudi mandal,
Palnadu district, scored 96.67 as a Child-
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Friendly leader.

Yepiligunta in Marripadu mandal, Nellore
district, scored 95 in Water Sufficiency.
Thoopalli in Gandlapenta mandal, Sri
Satya Sai district, led Clean & Green with
94.03. Gundamala in Kothapatnam
mandal, Prakasam district, topped
Infrastructure with 92.5.Savaragudem in
Gannavaram mandal, Krishna district, led
Social Security with 88.8. C. Reddy Gari
Palle in Rompicherla mandal, Chittoor
district, scored 92.92 in Good Governance,
Finally, Durgi in Durgi mandal, Palnadu

district, led the Women-Friendly
Panchayat category with 90.16.
Interestingly, the Ministry has clarified
that the indicators, thematic scores of the
nine LSDG themes, and the overall PAI
scores are computed purely on the basis of
data entered and submitted by Panchayats
themselves. The intent is to help States
and Union Territories identify
discrepancies, if any, in the data submitted
at the grassroots level. The PAI 2.0 portal,
powered by the National Informatics
Centre (NIC), ensures high data integrity
by cross-referencing GP records with
national platforms such as the Poshan
Tracker for nutrition, the JJM Dashboard
for water supply, NREGA Soft for
employment, and UDISE+ for education
metrics. This integration strengthens
accountability and provides policymakers
with a unified dashboard to track rural
development. Nationally, the index covers
2.59 lakh panchayats across .
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Wheat grain cheaper now, but your atta,
bread prices haven't dipped. Why?

While wheat prices have

gone down in mandis,

there is no resultant relief

in atta and bread prices
for households. What's
behind the mismatch

hetween the rates at which

farmers sell wheat and the

retail prices of flour? Who

is really benefiting?

New Delhi.(Agency)

When the price of wheat falls in the mandi,
it should bring relief to the kitchens
because of cheaper wheat flour (atta).
That's a common perception. But across
India, the impact of the falling prices of
wheat is nowhere to be seen. Though

farmers are forced to sell wheat below the =¥ e
p——, P N

Minimum Support Price (MSP), yet, the =2 "‘- -

prices of atta and bread on the dining @&

tables haven't got any cheaper. What's the

reason behind this paradox?According to

the Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers'
Welfare, prices of wheat have dipped
significantly in recent months. In several
wholesale maidis across Madhya Pradesh,
Uttar Pradesh, and Rajasthan, prices have
fluctuated between Rs 23 and Rs 25 per kg in
April, which has often been below the MSP
of Rs 25.85 per kg. The MSP on wheat was
increased by the Narendra Modi government

Fear, confusion grip Delhi residents

as emergency alert blips on phones

New Delhi.(Agency)

Shock, fear, and confusion gripped people across the
national capital on Saturday after a loud emergency
alert sound from a Cell Broadcast message issued by
the Government of India. Many were initially alarmed,
only to later realise from the message that “no action is
required by the public upon receipt of this message”.

Deepti Nainwal, a former school teacher, said she was in
her kitchen deciding what to cook when a loud,
unfamiliar sound echoed at her home. “First of all,
when the alert sound suddenly started on my phone, I
was completely shocked. It was so unexpected that for
amoment I didn’t understand what was happening.

However, after I read the message carefully, I realised it
was a routine security alert issued by the authorities.
Everyone in the house understood that it was only for
safety and security purposes, and there was nothing to
panic about. After reading it properly, I acknowledged
the message and pressed OK,” she said.

She added that such alerts are issued periodically to keep
citizens informed and prepared rather than to create
panic.Mobile phones across the country displayed the
alert with a loud tone. The message read: “Extremely
Severe Alerts now in India. Launch of Cell Broadcast
using indigenous technology for instant disaster
alerting service. Alert citizens, safe nation. No action is
required... This is a test message.”

The Delhi Police also clarified on social media platform
that the alert was part of a test and required no public
action.Residents shared mixed reactions online. Some
found it easy to dismiss on Android devices, while
others said the sound persisted longer on iPhones.

Ankit Prakash from East Delhi said, “It felt as if my
phone had exploded. The sound was so sudden and
loud that it completely startled me. My wife was asleep
at the time, and she too woke up in shock. In that
moment of panic, she even told me to throw the phone
away.”Ashish Saini from Dwarka said, “I got scared
because I had no idea what had happened. It definitely
grabs attention. If the government wants to send such
alerts, it’s a good initiative.”

Online feedback mandate

sparks teachers' protest at
Delhi's Shaheed Bhagat Singh
College

New Delhi.(Agency)

A recent circular issued by Shaheed Bhagat Singh
College mandating students to fill online feedback
forms through the ERP portal has triggered strong
opposition from the college’s teachers’ body,
AADTA. The association has termed the directive
“unilateral” and “anti-teacher”, arguing that it
disregards the collective position consistently
maintained by the Delhi University Teachers’
Association on such mechanisms.

AADTA expressed surprise that the move was
implemented despite the known affiliation of DUTA
leadership with the college, raising concerns over the
commitment to safeguarding teachers’ rights and
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institutional solidarity.

The association contended that making feedback
compulsory, without addressing long-standing issues
regarding transparency, and accountability, risks
creating a coercive environment rather than fostering
constructive engagement.

Teachers also flagged fears that the system could be

used as a tool for harassment, undermining
professional autonomy. Describing the circular as a
“farman”, AADTA suggested that the measure
appears more aligned with administrative control than
genuine quality enhancement in teaching-learning
processes.

in 2025 from Rs 160 to Rs 2585 per quintal. A
quintal is equal to a hundred kilograms.

Logically, cheaper wheat should translate into
cheaper flour and bread. But that has not
happened in India. Retail atta prices continue
to float around Rs 36 to Rs 40 per kg
nationally, with branded products often
selling at a range of Rs 40 and Rs 50 or more
forakilogram.

"Ideally, when wheat becomes cheaper, flour

prices should also come down. But that
hasn't happened. The question here is
whether this is the farmer's loss or the
consumer's gain, or is someone else
pocketing profits in the name of
consumers? The bitter truth is that the
middlemen's system is thriving," said Om
Prakash, agricultural expert at Kisan Tak,
India Today Digital's sister portal.

"For the average household, the promise of
cheaper roti remains something that is far
fromreach," Prakash added.

This gap between falling raw wheat prices and
spiking retail prices of atta exposes a
structural imbalance in the supply chain.
From mandi to mill to market, wheat passes
through multiple processes like milling,
packaging, branding, transportation, and
retail distribution. Each stage adds costs, but
more importantly, it adds margins that do not
always adjust downward when input prices

fall.

WHAT'S BEHIND WHEAT-ATTA PRICE
MISMATCH?

Agriculture experts and economists describe
the situation as asymmetric price
transmission. In the case of wheat flour,
millers and companies tend to pass on cost
increases to the customers but are slower to
reduce prices when wheat becomes cheaper.
This allows them to protect and even expand
profit margins.

“The decline of wheat prices in mandis of
several states has been driven by strong
production expectations, heavy arrivals, and
comfortable government stocks exceeding
22 million tonnes," said Kisan Tak's Om
Prakash."Sweat is sold at throwaway prices
in mandis, while consumers are charged
premium rates in malls. This is today’s harsh
reality. The farmer's loss is not turning into
savings for the consumer.

Charred Bodies, Debris: Video Shows Grim
Attermath Of Delhi Building Fire

New Delhi.(Agency)
The aftermath of the massive fire
inside a four-storey building in
Delhi's Vivek Vihar remained grim, The video, accessed by

with a video showing
charred bodies,
collapsed structures,
and huge debris as
officials engaged in
rescue operations.The
fire broke out on the
second floor of the
building around 4 am
today, killing at least
nine people and

injuring two others. As §

many as 14 fire engines
were rushed to the spot
to put out the fire and

carry out rescue operations. But by
then, the fire had spread to the third
and fourth floors of the building.
The fire officials rescued more than
adozen people and shifted them to a

hours, around 6 am.

be seen pouring down from

nearby hospital for treatment.The
blaze was put out after nearly two

showed a

staircase heavily littered with
rubble, broken plaster, and charred
debris. A heavy stream of water can

ceiling onto the stairs - likely from a

broken pipe or a fire suppression
system. As the clip moved through
the building, charred furniture was

9 Killed After Suspected AC
Blast Sparks Fire At Delhi
Residential Building

The cause of the fire is not vet known, but a
resident claimed an AC blast may have triggered

visible, and light smoke could be the blaze.
seen in the air. S
Officials were seen

recovering the charred
bodies and wrapping them
ina white cloth.

According to the police, they
have recovered all the
bodies and handed them
over to the Delhi Police
crime team.The cause of the
fire is not yet known, but a
resident claimed an AC blast
may have triggered the
blaze. "A blast in the AC
triggered the fire... Around

12-15 were rescued. However, 4-5

people are still missing," he told

news agency ANI.Local MLA

Sanjay Goyal also reached the spot

to take stock of the situation.

the

One-year-old among nine killed in massive blaze
at residential building in Delhi's Shahdara

New Delhi.(Agency)
Nine people were charred to death on Sunday morning after
a fire broke out at a residential building in Shahdara’s

under control at 6.25 am. The fire was in domestic articles
in six flats, and 12 to 15 people were rescued by the Delhi
Fire Services personnel.

Vivek Vihar area. The fire department has recovered nine A senior police officer said that they got a PCR call at 3.48
charred bodies from different
floors -- one from the first floor,

five from the second floor, and
three from the staircase mumty .=

which was found locked.

According to reports, nine people
-- including four women, four
men, and a one-year-old child -

in the

fire.Police said a preliminary
investigation suggests the blaze
may have been triggered by an
air-conditioner explosion.

- lost their lives

They added that further probe

is underway.

According to the fire officials, they got information at 3.47
am regarding the blaze. A total of 14 fire tenders were
rushed to the spot to douse the blaze. The fire was brought

am regarding the incident,
following which staff reached
the spot. The fire brigade and
crime team also reached the spot
at Vivek Vihar B-Block.

Deputy Commissioner of Police
(Shahdara) RP Meena said after
reaching the spot, fire was found
in the flats situated on the
second, third, and fourth floors.
During rescue and fire
extinguishing operations, 10 to
15 people were rescued from the
building, out of whom two

persons, having sustained minor injuries, were shifted to

Guru Teg Bahadur Hospital for medical treatment, the
DCP said.Further enquiry and proceedings at the spot are
in progress, Meena added.

New Delhi.(Agency)

Nine people died, including a one-year-old child,
and two others were injured in a fire that broke
out in a four-storey building in Delhi's Vivek
Vihar area this early morning.

The fire broke out on the second floor of the
building around 4 am, following which as many
as 14 fire tenders were rushed to the spot to put
out the fire and carry out rescue operations. On
reaching the spot, officials found the fire had
spread to the third and fourth floors of the
building. Vivek Vihar is a prime location in East
Delhi.

More than a dozen people were rescued from the
building, officials said.The injured people have
been taken to the Guru Teg Bahadur Hospital
for treatment.

The identities of all nine victims have been
established, the officials said.

The most number of casualties were reported on
the second floor, where five people lost their
lives - Arvind Jain (60 years), his wife Anita
Jain (58 years), Arvind's son Nishant Jain (35
years), Nishant's wife Anchal Jain (33 years),
and their son Akash Jain (1.5 years).

On the third floor, three members of a family were
killed. They have been identified as Nitin Jain
(50 years), his wife Shailey Jain (48 years), and
their son Samyak Jain (25 years).

On the first floor, Sikha Jain (40 years) was killed,
while her husband, Naveen Jain (48 years), was
injured and is currently receiving treatment.

The fire was brought under control after two
hours - by 6 am.Visuals showed many parts of
the building burnt and smoke coming out from
the top floor."Early in the morning, around 4
am, a call was received about a fire. Fire tenders
and local police were immediately rushed to the
spot. It took about two hours to bring the fire
under control, after which search operations
were carried out," DCP Shahdara, Rajendra
Prasad Meena, said.

According to the police, they have recovered all
the bodies and handed them over to the Delhi
Police crime team.Delhi Chief Minister Rekha
Gupta called the incident "extremely tragic"
and extended support to the affected
families."The fire incident in a building in
Vivek Vihar is extremely tragic.

How Indian Start-up's Drishti Satellite
Could Be New Headache For Pak, China

——

Suvash Singh, CEQ India is getting ready to launch a satellite

and Founder of
GalaxEye, called
the mission a

technological first

and explained why

India needed to
think differently
while designing

satellites.
——

New Delhi.(Agency)

unlike any the world has seen before. Built
by a private space start-up and designed to
see through clouds and darkness, the
mission marks a turning point for India's
space ecosystem. At the heart of this effort
is Drishti, a uniquely engineered Earth
observation satellite developed by
Bengaluru-based GalaxEye and set to fly
aboard SpaceX's Falcon 9 rocket. The
launch takes place from California on May
3at12.29 pmIST.

Speaking to ahead of the launch, Suyash Singh,
CEO and Founder of GalaxEye, called the
mission a technological first and explained
why India needed to think differently while
designing satellites.

"This satellite mission is called Drishti. Drishti
stands for seeing through anything and

everything in our context," he said. "The
speciality of this particular satellite is it has a
multispectral camera and a synthetic aperture
radar (SAR) imager on the same satellite. This
isafirst ofits kind."

If this was operational, India could have gotten
quality images of the bomb damage
assessments from Operation Sindoor rather
than relying on commercial American

satellites. In fact the current Israel, USA and
Iran conflict has amply shown why
countries need eyes in the skies from
sovereign countries as USA has barred space
giant Vantor, earlier called Maxar, from
sharing images from the conflict.

The idea for Drishti was born out of India's
geography and climate. Unlike temperate
regions in the West, much of India lies in the
tropics, near the Tropic of Cancer. Cloud
cover is frequent and persistent, often
rendering conventional optical satellites

ineffective."We have found that India is a

country which is tropical in nature. We have

more clouds than the West," Singh explained.

"The West has never thought about this

concept because they never had this problem.

If they have a clean sky, they will have a clean

sky. If they have some cloud, they will have

for some time and then it will go away."
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Has Hardik Pandya lost MI dressing room?
EX-IND batter's big claim after (SK defeat
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The Vibhuti Effect: Why do

India's chess prodigies
swear by the sacred ash?

New Delhi. (Agency)

The silence in an elite chess hall is thick,
almost tactile. Under the clinical hum of
the air conditioning and the unforgiving
glare of broadcast lights, the world's finest
minds sit frozen in a state of hyper-focus.
Their eyes dart across sixty-four squares
of impending mayhem, calculating
permutations that would leave even the
most sophisticated computer grinding for
time. Yet, amidst this landscape of cold
logic and high-tech tension, a small,
organic detail has begun to pull the gaze of
the curious spectator: a smudge of white
ash on the brow of a Grandmaster.

Whether it is a single, contemplative stroke
or the traditional marking of the forehead,
the presence of vibhuti is a subtle visual
that has largely escaped deeper
exploration. From the historic rise of
Rameshbabu Praggnanandhaa and D
Gukesh to the steady brilliance of R
Vaishali, a generation of Indian prodigies,
predominantly from the country's
southern heartlands, is conquering the
world while wearing their culture with an
unselfconscious pride.

This is a sight that travels. When Bodhana
Sivanandan, a British-Indian prodigy of
just 11 years old, appeared at a tournament
in North London bearing the mark, it
served as a quiet reminder of how deeply
ingrained this practice is— a visual bridge
between the ancient traditions of an Indian
household and the sharp, secular world of
international chess.

EGO’S END GAME

For the players themselves, the practice is
less about outward display and more about
an internal grounding. In the stratospheric
world of elite chess, where a single
blunder can ruin months of preparation
and shatter a carefully constructed
reputation, the ego is a dangerous
passenger.

Praggnanandhaa, who has become the face
of a new generation of Indian chess —
calm, collected, almost preternatural in his
composure — once explained the
philosophy plainly to podcaster Raj
Shamani: "This is basically the ash. We
come from ash and go back to it. So, this is
basically [to remind us] that whatever we
do is not something to be arrogant about.
It's something that I have been doing from
a young age, and [ have been doing it ever
since."

Max Verstappen sees light

at the end of tunnel

Miami. (Agency)

Four-time world champion Max Verstappen
said he could "see light at the end of the
tunnel" after claiming an impressive
second place in Saturday's qualifying for
Sunday's Miami Grand Prix.The 28-year-
old Dutchman, frustrated by progress at
Red Bull and the driving experience of
racing in the new hybrid era of F1 cars,
said his team's upgrades had made his car
far more comfortable and pleasing to
drive.

"For sure, the car has not been great in the
previous races," said Verstappen, whose
previous best grid position this year was
eighth.

On Sunday, he will start alongside
championship-leading Italian teenager
Kimi Antonelli of Mercedes, who claimed
his third consecutive pole on Saturday.

"From my side, I never felt comfortable with
the layout of the car," said Verstappen. "I
think over these last few weeks the team
has been pushing flat-out to try and bring
upgrades to the car and make me feel more
comfortable with a lot of things and it
really paid off.

"I feel more in control of the car again and
then I can push a bit more. The upgrades
are working and to be on the front row is
way better than I expected heading into
this weekend."Now, let's start with a good
start. I've not had a lot of them this year.
We'll try to have a look at that, for sure, and
see what the weather will do tomorrow,
but I'm already very happy with where we
are."From here there's like light at the end
of the tunnel, and we can just push on and
try to close the gap further."

Red Bull, in common with most leading
teams, made use of Fl's enforced five-
week hiatus due to the conflict in the
Middle East to deliver major upgrade
packages for their cars.

While Verstappen purred with satisfaction,
his friend and rival -- defending world
champion Lando Norris of McLaren, who
won Saturday morning’s sprint race in
convincing style from pole -- was
unhappy at qualifying only fourth.

"I think we did a good job but I think the
others just did a really bad job yesterday
and did what they should have done
today... so I have no complaints.

"It was trickier today with the wind and the
high temperatures and I was struggling a
big more for whatever reason. We didn't
change anything. It was just the
conditions."

Manoj Tiwary said Hardik Pandya

The IPL playoff race is heating up as the

However, the firm focus will be on the

appears to have lost the Mumbai
Indians dressing room after the
defeat to Chennai Super Kings. He
said the side looked fundamentally
unsettled, with limited backing for
the captain and inconsistent
performances damaging the

campaign.
I —

New Delhi. (Agency)

Former India batter and IPL winner Manoj

Tiwary claimed that Hardik Pandya has lost
the MI dressing room after their latest loss to
Chennai Super Kings on Saturday, May 2.
Mumbai were beaten by their arch-rivals by
eight wickets in another one-sided derby.
The loss meant that Mumbai are ninth on the
points table.

Hardik's captaincy has been questioned by

pundits, with fans also observing some

SPORTS

unrest within the squad. During the loss to
PBKS, Jasprit Bumrah was seen to be
unhappy with the MI skipper's calls and
showed his displeasure on the field.

Speaking to Cricbuzz after the match, Tiwary
said that MI's campaign is well and truly
over and feels that there seems to be
something fundamentally wrong with the
team.

"For me, it certainly is over; in fact, for me,
it was over a long time ago. As you know,
whenever we sit down for a discussion, |
we speak quite openly and frankly with
one another. I base my observations and
comments strictly on what is visible on
the field. And, in my opinion—judging by
the brand of cricket we’ve witnessed—it
appears that something is fundamentally
amiss," said Tiwary.

Coming to Hardik and his captaincy, Tiwary
felt that none of the players are standing
behind the all-rounder. While the former
India batter admitted that Hardik hasn't lived
up to the hype of being MI skipper, he also
blamed the rest of the squad for not stepping
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up during the season.

"Look, a captain is supposed to win the
confidence of every single player in the
squad; you have to step up and be a true
leader. Right? However, observing the

situation, it seems as though no one is truly
standing by Hardik. It feels like no one is
rallying behind him; the kind of support he
ought to be receiving simply isn't
materializing."

"Yes, the captain certainly has a specific role to
play—and perhaps, he isn't fulfilling that role
as effectively as he could be. From my

IPL 2026: Punjab's bowling in focus as

Gujarat look to spice up playoffs race

New Delhi. (Agency)

Punjab Kings and the Gujarat Titans
battle it out in Ahmedabad. Earlier in the
day, in-form Sunrisers Hyderabad look
to strengthen their position on the points
table against a resurgent Kolkata Knight
Riders, who have shown some signs of
life in them at the Uppal.

evening game, which will be a proper
clash of ideologies. When you look at
Punjab and Gujarat, the difference is
almost like attending a rock band's
concert and a ghazal session. One is all
about giving you that adrenaline rush
with the big hits, and the other is about
being simple, soothing, and at times, just
old school cricket.

The current PBKS can be considered the

most attacking batting lineup in the history
of the IPL, and the numbers back it up.
Across four metrics. They lead the all-time
charts across the board — boasting a
staggering average of 43.1, a strike rate of
186, striking a boundary every 3.6 balls,
and clearing the ropes every 7.9 deliveries.

But the gulf between their batting and

bowling was exposed during the loss to RR
when the Royals chased down 223 with

ease. GT, on the other hand, are once
again dependent on their top three, who
have shown signs of being more
aggressive. Their bowling seem to be in
top form with the likes of Kagiso Rabada,
Arshad Khan, Rashid Khan, and
Mohammed Siraj stepping up this
season.

A win for GT will spice up the playoffrace

as they will enter the top four. For Punjab,

they need two more wins to reach the
magical 16 points mark to secure a playoff
spot.

For SRH, another win will be their sixth on

the trot and push them ever so close to a
playoff spot themselves. For KKR, it is all
about survival and another victory will
keep them just about alive in the

perspective, he isn't quite living up to the
task. But beyond that, the players themselves
need to shoulder their share of the
responsibility," said Tiwary.

The former KKR man pointed out the
examples of Suryakumar Yadav and Tilak
Varma, who remained inconsistent
throughout the campaign.

"Take Suryakumar, for instance: he hasn't
been delivering performances on a
consistent, match-to-match basis.
Similarly, Tilak had one standout match,
but he hasn't been scoring runs since then.
Ifthis kind of inconsistency persists among
the rest of the squad, how can you possibly
expect to achieve positive results? It is,
quite frankly, deeply disappointing," said
Tiwary.

'REMOVE ELCLASICONAME’

Chennai's win on Saturday meant that CSK
have now won six out of the last seven
matches against MI. Chennai also closed the
gap to Mumbai in their head-to-head record,
which now stands at 24-21, still in favour of
ML

From T20 World Cup heroes to
IPL 2026 flops: Will MI rest

their Indian core?

w
=
i

New Delhi. (Agency)

If you're Jasprit Bumrah, Hardik Pandya,

Tilak Varma or Suryakumar Yadav, you
would probably be wondering how things
have unraveled so dramatically in a matter
of weeks. On March 8§, all four were being
hailed as heroes as India clinched their
third T20 World Cup title — the faces of a
triumphant campaign, carrying the weight
of'anation with ease.

competition for now.With so much at Fast-forward to May 2, and the mood has

stake, Sunday promises.

Thomas Cup: No Lakshya, no party, as India

get blown away by France 0-3 in semi-finals -

Horsens. (Agency)

It felt more like a rowdy football
match and less of a badminton
competition when India took on
France in the semi-finals of the
Thomas Cup 2026 on Saturday, May
2.

Despite hosts Denmark taking on
China on the other court at the
Forum Horsens Arena, Indian and
French fans dominated the decibel
meters, turning the semi-final into
an electric, high-voltage clash.The 0-3
scoreline, which saw India getting
knocked out of the competition, does not
do justice to the way the tie ebbed and
flowed through the evening. There were
many moments when the French camp
fell silent, and many phases when their
players looked under pressure and even a
little shaken, but they somehow managed
to pull off a victory. In doing so, they
helped their nation register their first-
ever final appearance in the tournament.

The French, led by Toma Junior Popov and

Christo Popov, beat India in straight
matches, helping France become only the
second European nation, besides
Denmark, to reach the finals of the
competition. It was a historic moment for
the Popov brothers, who carried the
weight of the nation on their shoulders
and produced exceptional badminton to
beat a strong Indian side in straight
games.

Without the services of Lakshya Sen,

India’s calculations were thrown out of
the window, as they were forced to play

young Ayush Shetty in the first
singles of the match, and then a 33-
year-old Kidambi Srikanth in the
second singles against world No.
10 Alex Lanier.

Lakshya, who had pulled off a
sensational victory against world
No. 6 Chou Tien-chen in the
quarter-finals, was ruled out of the
tie due to a swollen elbow and
blisters on his feet. He watched on
painfully as India were beaten in

three straight matches in little more than

two hours.

One can argue that India were put on the

back foot even before the tie began, as the
side could not field their strongest players
against France’s best
combination.Because Christo Popov and
Toma Junior Popov play both singles and
doubles for the French team, the tie was
not lined up in the usual manner. Instead
of the traditional order, the matches were
arranged as follows to ensure adequate
rest for the French players:

shifted sharply. The same names are now
being scrutinised as some of the biggest
underperformers of IPL 2026. Bumrah,
long regarded as a T20 master, has just
three wickets from nine matches at an
average of 94.67 — numbers that feel
almost surreal for abowler of his calibre.

ilak has 193 runs this season, including a
hundred, but the southpaw has struggled to
leave a consistent mark. Suryakumar's poor
run continued at Chepauk, where he looked
set before falling for 21 — another start that
slipped away. The former World No.1 T20I
batter now has 183 runs from nine matches.

Hardik, meanwhile, cut a dejected figure

after the game, admitting the season simply
hasn’t gone their way. His returns — 183
runs and four wickets from eight matches
— reflect a campaign that has lacked
rhythm and control.

So has the T20 World Cup high turned into a

lingering hangover? Has the toll of back-
to-back cricket finally caught up with MI’s
Indian core?

Well, Mumbai coach Mahela Jayawardene
isn’t ready to go there just yet. Despite the
mounting pressure, MI still retains a
mathematical chance of qualification —
and for him, that keeps the fight alive and
the belief in the famed Indian core still
intact."l think it's too early for me to say
anything. I think we've still got 5 more
games. | mean, anything can happen for
us."

No longer CSK's Rs. 14.2 Crore gamble,

Kartik Sharma spreads his wings

Kartik Sharma finally proved

that he wasn't just a big-money

gamble for CSK, repaying the
faith of the management hy

scoring a well-composed fifty to

get his side the win in the El
Clasico against Mumbai.

New Delhi. (Agency)

When Kartik Sharma reached his fifty against
Mumbai Indians on Saturday, May 2, there
was a visible release — a weight finally lifted
off his shoulders. Bought for Rs. 14.2 crore
after being pursued by five teams,
expectations were sky-high. But the returns

hadn’t matched the hype. Just 58 runs
from five matches isn’t what you
expect from a big-money signing.

Yet, the Chennai Super Kings
management didn’t waver. They
doubled down on their belief in the
youngster and handed him a role that
demanded both composure and
courage. Against Mumbai, he was
asked to walk in at No. 4, steady the
innings, and guide the chase |
alongside the captain.

The trust ran deeper — he was picked
as the impact player ahead of the more
experienced Sarfaraz Khan.

What followed wasn’t fireworks or a
highlight-reel blitz. Instead, it was
something far more valuable — a composed,
no-frills 54 off 40 balls that quietly did the
job. Well, maybe not entirely without flair,
considering the Dhoni-esque celebration at
the end.But more importantly, it was the

innings that introduced the world to the real
Kartik — the player CSK had backed all
along. And finally, that faith began to pay off.
"Today was the perfect platform on a difficult
wicket where they knew that the spinner was
going to operate in the middle over phase,
and they wanted one Indian player to bat with
Ruturaj, and he came, and he took that
responsibility really well, and so happy for

in yellow

him because he was not getting runs,
and people are talking so highly about
him. Finally, that trust has paid off for
CSK," said Piyush Chawla after the
game to JioStar.

The praise didn’t stop there. CSK head
coach Stephen Fleming also lauded the
knock, calling it a reward for Kartik’s
temperament through a challenging
start to the season.

| “You have the young players, there's two
parts to it," said Fleming. "One is how
you introduce them. It is a big stage no
matter what they've been doing at domestic
level. So understanding their mentality is
really important and it is a big step-up. They
can have all the talent in the world but the
temperament is what we're looking for, and
his [Kartik's] introduction was tough at the
start and then he had a little bit of time out. He
worked hard and today was a good reward
for that," said Fleming.
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'Rescue fares': US air
carriers step up with after
Spirit Airlines winds down

New Delhi.(Agency)
US air carriers on Saturday mobilized to help
passengers and crew members stranded by the
overnight shutdown of Spirit Airlines, after the
low-cost carrier's last-minute talks with creditors
and the White House collapsed.

Spirit, known for its bright yellow planes,
succumbed to crushing fuel prices and announced
in the early hours that it was "winding down its
global operations, effective immediately," with
all flights canceled and customer service no
longer available.

Other carriers -- including American, Delta, United
and JetBlue -- moved quickly to scoop up Spirit's
customers, offering what some dubbed "rescue
fares" to those waking up with cancelled
itineraries. "In just over 12 hours, United has
helped Spirit customers book 14,000 tickets to get
to where they need to be," United said in a
statement on Saturday.

Some airlines said they would increase the number
of flights or schedule larger planes in and out of
airports where Spirit had a significant presence.
Carriers also sought to support marooned Spirit
staff -- and hire them.

Spirit has been in and out of bankruptcy since 2024,
and the White House was recently considering a
bailout.”

The recent material increase in oil prices and other
pressures on the business have significantly
impacted Spirit's financial outlook," the company
said in a statement."With no additional funding
available to the company, Spirit had no choice but
to begin this wind-down.”

The company had nearly 7,500 employees at the
end of last year, according to filings. Unions
representing them slammed the failure to reach a
deal.

Market recap: Top 10 firms add
Rs 2.20 lakh crore in value;

Reliance emerges higgest gainer

New Delhi.(Agency)

Dalal Street closed the holiday-shortened week in
the green, lifting the combined market valuation
of India’s top 10 most valued firms by Rs 2.20
lakh crore. Reliance Industries led the rally as
investor sentiment remained resilient despite a
volatile trading environment.

The gains came even as the stock market moved
within a narrow range. The BSE Sensex rose
249.29 points, or 0.32%, over the week. "Markets
ended the week with marginal gains, reflecting a
volatile and range-bound trading environment
amid mixed global and domestic cues," Ajit
Mishra — SVP, Research, Religare Broking Ltd,
said.

He said markets started the week on an optimistic
note, helped by easing geopolitical tensions and
steady Q4 earnings progress, which supported
sentiment in the early sessions.That momentum,
however, weakened later as higher crude oil
prices, subdued Asian market trends and sustained
foreign institutional investor (FII) outflows
limited further gains.

Reliance Industries accounted for the largest jump
in valuation, with its market capitalisation
increasing by Rs 1,39,655.8 crore to reach Rs
19,36,303.30 crore. Bharti Airtel also posted a
significant rise, adding Rs 43,503.51 crore and
taking its valuation to Rs 11,49,222.13 crore. Tata
Consultancy Services (TCS) saw its market worth
rise by Rs 27,569.83 crore to Rs 8,94,933.95
crore, while Bajaj Finance gained Rs 9,432.32
crore, pushing its valuation to Rs 5,83,123.13
crore.

Adam Back again denies he
is Satoshi, Bitcoin’s inventor

NEW DELHI.(Agency)

Adam Back has spent weeks being asked yet again, by
various people, whether he is the inventor of
Bitcoin. He is not, he says.

He has been saying so for years and again since the
New York Times suggested in early April, after
dissecting writings from the early cypherpunk era,
that Adam Back was the most credible candidate yet
for Satoshi Nakamoto, the pseudonymous figure
who released Bitcoin’s design paper in 2008 and
disappearedin2011.

A documentary released weeks later proposed two
other candidates. Back has done what he usually
does, which is to deny the attribution, explain why
people keep making it, and return to work. “It’s not
me, for the record,” he said in late April, in a polite
tone. “It’s very hard to prove a negative.” ‘Mystery
around founder helped Bitcoin’s growth’

The repetition does not seem to bother him. The
mystery has been useful, he says. A Bitcoin without
a known founder is a Bitcoin without a single point
of capture, without a chief executive to subpoena, a
founding team to coerce, a charismatic figure whose
departure could destabilise the network. That, he
believes, is part of why the asset has reached the
position it now occupies.

“It helps Bitcoin be more understood as a digital
commodity rather than shares in a startup,” he told
Bloomberg at the sidelines of the Bitcoin 2026
conference in Las Vegas. “Nobody has any
particular strong influence.”

Back is British, the holder of a doctorate in computer
science and the chief executive of Blockstream, one
of the oldest and best-capitalised infrastructure
companies in the Bitcoin ecosystem. He is also one
of the few known people whose work demonstrably
influenced Bitcoin’s design.His 1997 paper on
Hashcash — a proof-of-work algorithm intended to
combat email spam — is cited in Satoshi’s 2008
whitepaper. He was, by his own account, working
on the problem of digital scarcity, more than a
decade before Bitcoin’s release.

New Delhi.(Agency)

The International Monetary Fund (IMF)
has lauded the digitalisation reforms in
public administration in India saying it
pushed productivity in the micro, small
and medium enterprises (MSMEs). The
IMF stated the benefits of the
digitalisation push in a working paper and
stated that states that have adopted these
changes have witnessed the benefits. “We
find that states that undertake more public
administration digitalisation experience
higher productivity growth and lower
productivity dispersion among firms,”
wrote economists Somnath Sharma and
Kenichi Ueda. To write the paper, the
IMF economists studied the productivity
of unincorporated manufacturing
businesses in states which have adopted
more digitalisation reforms and those that
have undertaken fewer changes in public
administration.

MSME

BUSINESS

Digitalisation push raised productivity in
Indian MSME:s, helped smaller firms: IMF

Significance of MSMEs in Indian

economy
is an umbrella term that
encompasses a very bog category of
businesses in India. They account
for about 35% of the manufacturing
activity and output in the country
and provide livelihood for 11 crore
workers. These units also contribute
to about 45% of the country’s
cumulative export figures. The IMF
working paper said that the business
reforms undertaken in India
between 2010-11 and 2014-15 were
mostly through digitalisation of &
business-related public
administration. This helped in
reducing the cost of dealing with
bureaucratic hurdles, which often become
a big hindrance for small and micro
businesses. “Thus, these reforms can be
considered to help improve the
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productivities of firms, in particular,
small-and micro-manufacturing
enterprises,” the economists said

FIRMS, BIG
N]i{i

according to a PTIreport.

Reformsin six areas

The IMF economists listed reforms in six
areas. These are tax systems, construction

permits, environment and labour

GAINS

compliance, inspections, commercial
disputes and single-window clearances.
They mentioned clearly that digital tools
drove down the administrative
burden, especially for small firms.
Steps such as online tax filing and
automated approvals helped
improve transparency and slashed
delays. “By automating and making
processes more transparent,
digitalisation levels the playing field
= for all businesses,” IMF said.
| IMFstancein 2023
Three years ago, the IMF also came
out in support of the digitalisation
push. In a paper titled “Stacking up
the benefits: Lessons from India’s
digital journey”, the IMF mentioned,
“India Stack’s development is guided by a
foundational building blocks approach, and
a focus on supporting innovation across the
ecosystem.

Al is helping you invest. But should you trust it”

New Delhi.(Agency)
Artificial intelligence has moved from
being a novelty to a necessity in
everyday life. We use it to write, edit,
search, and create. It helps us save time,
reduce effort, and make quicker

Al IS NOW

is involved, the question becomes far
more important than the technology
itself, how much should you actually
trust it?

EVERYWHERE IN
INVESTING

decisions.Gradually, it has become a The use of Al in financial services is not

tool we depend on without
thinking twice. Now, that same
technology is being trusted with
something far bigger; our
money.People have started
relying on Al to make decisions, ,
whether it is picking a stock, s
understanding market trends, or
figuring out when to buy and
sell?

Atrecent app launches and updates
across India’s fast-growing _
fintech space, one thing has
become clear. Artificial
intelligence is no longer just a feature
inside financial apps, it is the main
pitch.

From stock suggestions and portfolio
insights to some tools that claim to help
users “time the market”, Al is
increasingly being positioned as a
smarter way to invest.But when money

new, but its role is expanding
rapidly.According to Sebi’s
consultation paper on responsible usage
of Al and machine learning, these
systems are already being widely used
across Indian securities markets —
from advisory and support services to
surveillance, risk management, and
even product recommendations.

Better data, faster computing power, and
advances in generative Al have pushed
this adoption further.For platforms, the
logic is simple. Markets move fast.
Data is overwhelming. And retail
investors need help navigating both.

“Al helps us process large volumes of
data quickly, identify patterns,
and present information in a
more usable way,” said Navy
Vijay Ramavat, Managing
Director at Indira Securities.

“It strengthens decision-making
by reducing noise and
improving efficiency.”

THE BIG PROMISE:
SMARTER INVESTING

For users, Al promises something
very appealing, better decisions
with less effort.Instead of
tracking earnings reports, analysing
charts, or reading research reports,
investors can now rely on Al-powered
tools to simplify the process.

But even companies building these tools
are careful about how far they take that
promise.“Al does not replace that team,
it amplifies what they can do,” said
Pranit Arora, Co-Founder.

Weak global cues, oil price, FII data
likely to drive D-Street next week

New Delhi.(Agency)

The Indian stock market is likely to
remain under pressure in the coming
week as investors grapple with rising
crude oil prices, persistent foreign
fund outflows, and escalating
geopolitical tensions. Alongside these
macro triggers, a busy earnings
calendar is expected to keep stock-
specific action high, even as the
broader sentiment stays cautious.

During the last trading session, the Nifty
declined 0.73 per cent to close at
24,000, recovering from its day’s low,
while the Sensex slipped 0.78 per cent
to end at 76,891 compared to the
previous session.

The sell-off was largely led by oil-
sensitive stocks, as crude prices stayed
elevated above the USD 100-per-barrel

mark.Commenting on the Nifty
technical outlook, experts said that the
price action suggests consolidation
with a mildly bullish bias.“On the
upside, resistance levels are placed at
24,350 and 24,600. On the downside,
support is seen at 23,900 and 23,550. A
breakdown below 23,500 could result
in increased selling pressure,” an
analyst stated.

Looking ahead, market participants are
expected to closely track a packed
earnings calendar. More than 250
companies are set to announce their
results for the March quarter.

Geopolitical developments will also
remain a key overhang. Concerns
around a potential escalation in
tensions between the United States and
Iran have kept global markets on edge.

Crude oil prices will continue to be a
crucial factor for domestic equities,
given India’s heavy reliance on
imports.

Although prices eased slightly after
reports of Iran’s willingness to engage
in talks, Brent crude continues to hover
near USD 108 per barrel, while West
Texas Intermediate remains around
USD 101.

OPEC+ to make first post-UAE
production decision

New Delhi.(Agency)

Seven OPEC+ members are meeting Sunday to
make their first decision on oil-production
quotas since the United Arab Emirates'
departure from the cartel, which added to the
soaring price pressure unleashed by the
Mideast war.The UAE, one of the world's top
producers, announced April 28 it was
withdrawing from the Organisation of the
Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) and
the expanded OPEC+ group, after chafing at
their production quotas. The withdrawal took
effect on Friday.

Neither group has reacted publicly so far --
meaning there will be intense focus on the tone
of the statement at the end of Sunday's online
meeting by Algeria, Iraq, Kazakhstan, Kuwait,
Oman, Russia and Saudi Arabia.

The production decision itself is already priced
in by markets. The seven countries are widely
expected to increase their quotas by 188,000
barrels per day (bpd), according to Arne
Lohmann Rasmussen, chief analyst at Global
Risk Management.

That is similar to a 206,000-barrel daily increase
announced in March and April, subtracting the
portion allotted to the UAE.

Quota question mark

But raising the quota on paper may not have
much impact on actual production, which is
already short of the limit.Untapped OPEC+
reserves are mainly located in the Gulf region,
and exports there are trapped by the blockade
of the vital Strait of Hormuz, imposed by Iran
inresponse to the US-Israeli strikes that started
the war on February 28.

"Total OPEC+ output with quota fell to 27.68
million bpd in March, against a monthly quota
of 36.73 million bpd, a shortfall of
approximately 9 million bpd driven almost
entirely by war-related disruption rather than
voluntary restraint," said Priya Walia, an
analyst at Rystad Energy.The blockade is
hitting Iraq, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia and the
UAE. The latter's production will no longer
count towards OPEC quotas.

Iran, whose exports are now the target of a
retaliatory US blockade, is an OPEC+ member
but is not subject to quotas.Russia, the group's
second-biggest producer, has been the main
beneficiary of the situation. But despite
soaring energy prices, it appears to be
struggling to produce at the level of its current
quotas as its own war in Ukraine drags on.

If crude stays high, Indian aviation faces
margin squeeze, demand risk: Oil Analyst

India's aviation sector is

particularly vulnerable

because aviation turbine

fuel (ATF) already forms

a large part of operating

costs, and the market is

highly price-sensitive.

New Delhi.(Agency)

Ifthe crude oil prices stay elevated, losses

will become harder to absorb as Indian
aviation is more sensitive, stated Sparta
Commodities Senior Oil Analyst
Abhishek Kumar.

In an exclusive conversation with ANI, he

said, "If the fuel shock stays elevated,
the risk is that losses become harder to
absorb, flights are cancelled, and

government intervention may

needed to protect connectivity and
prevent deeper stress across the

sector."

Kumar explained that India's aviation
sector is particularly vulnerable

be

taxes.

Kumar noted that the surge in aviation
fuel prices is creating a direct margin
shock for airlines. "The aviation fuel

because aviation turbine fuel (ATF)
already forms a large part of operating
costs and the market is highly price-

sensitive. Airlines may increase fares
on some routes, but they cannot fully

pass on higher fuel costs without

hurting demand.

"India is more sensitive because ATF is
already a large cost item and the
airline sector is highly price-sensitive.

Airlines may raise fares on some

has also started seeking policy support,
including relief on ATF pricing and

surge is now a direct margin shock for

He pointed out that airlines have now
moved from the absorption phase to the
adjustment phase after several weeks of
elevated prices and disruptions."We are
also no longer in the first week of the
shock. After several weeks of elevated
prices and war-related disruption,
airlines have moved from the absorption
phase to the adjustment phase," he said.

Airlines initially relied on hedging and
limited fare increases, but that
protection is now weakening. "Airlines
are cutting discounts, adding fuel
surcharges, raising fares, reviewing
weaker routes and becoming more
cautious on capacity. The first casualty
is margins," Kumar said.He also warned

routes, but they cannot pass through the
full cost without hurting demand," he
said.

He added that the impact is already
visible, with airlines reducing
discounts, increasing fares and
reviewing weaker routes, along with a
rising risk of capacity cuts. The industry

airlines. The issue is not only higher
crude, but that jet fuel has risen faster
than crude, making the ATF cost
squeeze much sharper," he said.

Brent crude is currently trading around

USD 109 per barrel, jet fuel prices have
risen faster, increasing the cost burden
on airlines.

about demand risks. "The next risk is
demand destruction. Airlines can pass
on part of the fuel cost, but not endlessly.
If fares rise too quickly, price-sensitive
passengers start delaying or cancelling
trips," he added.Kumar noted that
leisure travel, budget flyers and weaker
domestic routes are likely.
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uthor, columnist and former actress
Twinkle Khanna on Friday afternoon
gave her fans a sneak peek into her
most cherished spot at home, that is her
balcony.The actress referred to it as a

peaceful space, where she ‘works, unwinds,
listens to music, spends time with family and

most importantly, daydreams.’

Twinkle shared a soothing video montage on
her social media account and offered
glimpses of her cozy balcony space athome.

The clip shows Twinkle seated comfortably
on a beautifully designed hanging daybed
placed in the balcony, surrounded by
cushions, indoor plants.Twinkle appears to
overlook a breathtaking sea-facing view
from the daybed.

Twinkle Khanna

Offers Glimpse Of Her Favourite Spot At Home:
'Td Give Up My Bedroom, But Never My... _

| On Women Being Questioned About Age,
Desirability: 'Men Are Rarely Subjected To Scrutiny

alaika Arora, who has completed over 30 years in the entertainment
industry, recently spoke out about the stark disparity in how ageing is
perceived for men and women. She highlighted how women are
constantly questioned about growing older and expected to justify how they feel
about it, while men are rarely subjected to the same scrutiny.
When asked about navigating perceptions around the evolution of her
appearance over time, Malaika Arora said on The Right Angle podcast,
“There are days when these thoughts cross my mind, days when I question
the obvious, and then there are days when I simply don’t care because |
know I’m doing what I love. I’'m enjoying this phase of my life, I feel like
I’'m in my prime, and I’m still hungry to do so much more. That’s what
truly matters to me.”

She further added, "What 1
find interesting is that
women are constantly

asked these questions
about age, beauty, and
desirability, while men are
rarely subjected to the
same scrutiny. A woman
is always expected to
justify how she looks,
‘Do you still feel
beautiful? Do you still
feel desirable? How
does it feel to be this
age?’ These questions
are almost never directed
atmen."
She mentioned, “For me, it’s
never been just about
physical appearance. Of
course, that’s what the world
sees first, but there’s so much
more. It’s about how you feel
mentally, emotionally, and
spiritually. It’s about what drives you,
what motivates you to get out of bed
every morning and seize the day."
“I don’t wake up thinking, ‘I look good today.’ That’s not how most women function.
We wake up wanting to create, contribute, build something meaningful, and leave
behind a legacy that our children and families can be proud of. And honestly, the
constant commentary around women and age needs to change."
“‘She looks amazing for her age,” ‘She’s so fit at this age’, why is age always the
headline? I was myself then, I am myself now, and I’ll continue to be myself
* twenty years from now because I feel good, I feel strong, and I feel fulfilled. I think
women everywhere need to wear that confidence like a badge of honour,
unapologetically. We should celebrate ourselves, our journeys, and everything we
continue to become," Malaika concluded.

In one of the other clips, Twinkle is seen
sitting thoughtfully in a denim shirt paired
with loose pants.

In another frame, the actress is seen working
on her laptop while seated in the same
hanging lounge setup.

She captioned the post as, “This is m
favourite place to work, unwind,
watch my dog watch the world,
listen to music, chat with my family,
and most importantly, daydream. I’d
give up my bedroom, but never my
balcony. What’s your favourite spot
in the house?”

Talking about Twinkle Khanna’s
career, the actress who made her
Bollywood debut with Barsaat in
1997 was loved for her character

| portrayal as Komal.

Followed by Barsaat, she was seen in
movies like Jab Pyaar Kisi Se Hota Hai

Baadshah and other movies. The actress

then went on to also be a part of the movie

Mela that flopped at the box office. Twinkle

met Akshay on the sets of International

Khiladi where they reportedly fell in love

and got married soon after. The actress

stepped away from acting and decided to

focus on her family life alongside being a

author and also an interior designer.
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Tumbbad 2: Has Alia Bhatt Joined
Sohum Shah And Nawazuddin
Siddiqui's Film? Find Out

ohum Shah’s Tumbbad has long been

regarded as one of Bollywood’s most

underrated horror dramas, earning cult status
over the years for its atmospheric storytelling and
mythological depth. With Tumbbad 2 now in the
works, expectations are naturally soaring among
fans. In March, Sohum announced Nawazuddin
Siddiqui’s addition to the cast, upping the
excitement quotient. Now, the latest report
suggests that Alia Bhatt has also come on board
for a special appearance.

According to Mid-Day, the makers have roped in
Alia Bhatt for a cameo role in the folk horror film.
Even though her screen time will be short, the
report suggests that it is a very pivotal role in the
story. A source told the portal, “The makers
needed someone who brings gravitas and intrigue
in a short screen time. Alia fit that space.”It is also
being said that Alia will shoot for the film on May
3 before heading to the US for the Met Gala on
May 4. The source further added, “The shoot is
tightly planned with an elaborate set constructed
in Madh Island. Alia will shoot for two days in all.
Since she is making an appearance at the Met Gala
on May 4, the makers have brought a double for
some patch scenes." However, the makers are yet
to officially announce her addition.

Director Adesh Prasad’s sequel is set to delve
deeper into the dark, cursed mythology
surrounding the deity Hastar, expanding on the
eerie lore established in the first film. It will
explore the dangerous consequences of
awakening forces that were never meant to be
worshipped, promising a more intense and
unsettling narrative that builds on the original’s
haunting premise.

Meanwhile, Alia is currently busy shooting for
Sanjay Leela Bhansali’s Love & War with Ranbir
Kapoor and Vicky Kaushal. It is set to hit theatres
in January 2027. On the other hand, Tumbbad 2 is
setto arrive on December 3,2027.

Karan Johar Reviews Meryl Streep,
Anne Hathaway’s The Devil Wears Prada
2: ‘This Sequel Speaks Of Our Times’

about his admiration for The Devil Wears

Prada, a film he has re-watched countless
times over the years. So when The Devil Wears
Prada 2 finally arrived nearly two decades later,
the excitement was inevitable! The film, starring
Meryl Streep, Anne Hathaway and Emily Blunt,
was released in theatres on May 1, and Karan
Johar has now shared his thoughts about the film,
calling it deeply rooted in today’s times.

Karan Johar Reviews The Devil Wears Prada 2

Karan Johar took to his Instagram to share his
review of The Devil Wears Prada 2, the much-
anticipated follow-up to the iconic original
starring Meryl Streep and Anne Hathaway.
“Nostalgia is powerful.... It keeps the present
hopeful ... my memory of watching
#devilwearsprada is embedded in my heart... I
walked out more in love with Meryl Streep (if that
was possible) and understanding the pursuits of
Miranda Priestly .. even though she was a tough
leader, even though she was aesthetically
judgemental and raising eye brow elitist to a
fault.... ButIunderstood her for her chase to attain
excellence and perfection.... I wondered how I
would feel revisiting Andy, Nigel, Emily and
Miranda," he wrote.

Karan Johar wrote that the sequel cleverly blends
humour with a sharp commentary on the current
media landscape. “Right at the top let me not
compare the two films as the first has a massive
heads up of cumulative nostalgia.... This sequel
speaks of our times, the (sadly) emerging
irrelevance of serious journalism ...the digital
overdrive Mania that is eating into the beauty of
print... the powerlessness of the artistically
powerful forces at the hands of corporations... the
need for consolidations over ideations... all thatin
aComedy? Yes... that’s the solid strength of Part 2
it makes you think of the travesty of our times," he
added.KJo wrote that Meryl Streep’s character
Miranda Priestly is ‘more vulnerable’, while Anne
Hathaway’s character Andy Sachs is ‘more
hopeful’ this time around. “Nigel is more amiable
and Emily is just wonderful! I ate my popcorn and
sat back on my red hot seat and went back to my
33-year-old self who believed that visions can’t be
replaced by vendors!!! That’s all," he wrote.

I \ilmmaker Karan Johar has often spoken
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to growing orchids at home

And just when you are about to give up, they surprise you with their real
beauty -in various shapes, sizes, colours and fragrances. And like most
pretty things, they are high-maintenance," says Dr SL Rahman, joint
secretary, The Agri Horticultural Society of India. However, not all
orchids are difficult to grow. Some are practically indestructible. It is
estimated that there are more than 1,300 species of orchids found in
India, primarily in the Northeast -Assam, Meghalaya and Arunachal
Pradesh -and also in Sikkim and south India. Most orchids are
perennial herbs with simple leaves and if raised in the right conditions
(temperature not less than 16-170C), they should last eight weeks with
flowers, after which the blooms slowly start dropping off. They
eventually re-flower. A word of caution: Never cut off the aerial roots,
and never, ever remove the orchids from the pots they root in.

BEGINNERS' CHALLENGE
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porous mix.
LIGHTING

blooming flowers. That would be a grave mistake. Most orchid roots
need far more air than potting soil would give them. So, look for a
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mistakes beginners make.
TEMPERATURE

Direct sunlight should be avoided. Some common types of orchids
that thrive on bright light are Cattleya and Vanda, while low light is
preferred by Phalaenopsis and Pahiopedilum, among others. Orchids
should be given as much light as they can tolerate.Varieties with
thicker and erectleaves can tolerate more light than those with thinner
or more horizontal leaves. Too little light is one of the common

Growing orchids can be addictive. But you can take proper care of your
orchid only when you know its genus.Most orchids you get in nurseries
are hybrids, created specifically for flowers. They are easy to care for at
homes and offices. However, a few things should be kept in mind, like
light and humidity. If you can imitate a plant's natural habitat, it will

thrive. ,
QRCHIDS WHICH ARE i
GOODFORBEGINNERS (8, 1~

The most commonly
available orchids, such as
the Moth Orchid,
Phalaenopsis and Cattleya are
so popular because they grow well
at home. Phalaenopsis hybrids are
usually considered the ‘beginners'
orchids', largely because they re-bloom
under the conditions most windowsill
growers can offer them. They require lower
light.African violets can adapt to different
humidity levels. They, however, easily die off
due to over-watering. Underwatering can be
a problem too. In Vedic scriptures, there
is mention of a plant named Vanda,
which has been adapted as a
generic name for one of the most
beautiful group of orchids. "Vandas
could be mostly found on trees.

And unlike most plants, they

do not grow in soil, but air.

Their roots attach to trees
or rocks, and they draw
moisture and nutrients that
wash over them in the
forest," Dr Rahman tells us.
SOIL Beginners often make the
mistake of assuming that orchids
need to be potted in soil like other
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comfortable for human beings.
HUMIDITY

Warm-growing orchids like day temperatures between 210C an
290C. This includes Phalaenopsis orchids. The commonly available
orchids that are sold in nurseries do well in temperatures that are

helps.
NUTRITION

Most orchids like about /0 pre centhumidity in the atmospnere, which
is more humid than most homes. So, you have to make an effort to
provide your plants with extra humidity . Orchids usually appreciate
misting with a spray bottle. If the plant has aerial roots growing up and
outof the pot, those roots will like getting some moisture. Athome, you
can keep the the planter on a tray. Fill it with water and gravel. As the
water evaporates, it will provide some extra humidity to the plant. For
anyone keeping tropical plants on a windowsill, this technique really

(' Orchids need nitrogen, sulphur, phosphorus, potassium,
' calcium and magnesium for growth.

WATER
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orchid,

PRUNING

Overwatering kills far more orchids than =
underwatering. When in doubt, just dgn&/
water. The potting mix also has a lot |
do with how often an orchid neei

“Z mixes that allow for weekly watering. &
Ly = Don't water until the soil is
approaching dryness. To water an .
~just submerge the potin abucket for a
few seconds, then lift it out and8

atering. Most orchids are sold in

he excess water drain Oﬁ‘u.

waiting for? Get started!

oy Beginners often wonder how to prune orchids. 7
\Ei Trimming old flower stems that have turned brown is a good é'
idea. Ifit's still green, it may re-bloom,either from the tip or by ..
branching further back on the stem. Trimming orchids
should only be done to remove leaves,roots, or flowe
stems that have already died or have turned brown. You'™
';L must sterilise your cutting tools or use disposable oh__es SO~ §
that you don't spread diseases between plants. The best
time to re-pot is when new roots start to grow. So, whataré%ou -
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This is what Indian

offices need to change

An office worker spends
nearly five years sitting at

a desk and thus it is
important to understand
that the ergonomics in
relation to office furniture is
important. With the league of
start-ups, new work culture_
has cropped up. There areno |
rigid cabin walls and heavy ',!
furniture anymore to keep the
equations between the
employees at bay. New-age
concept furniture is building the
backbone of successful offices. We
spoke with Umesh Rao, Founder &
CEO, Vector Projects to understand what is
the latest trend and if Indian
offices are ready for the
change.

What is floating furniture
all about? How does help
soothe an office environment?

Floating furniture is a new concept that has been
introduced in the interior space. While in the
recent past, rigid and bulky furniture were the
norm at workspaces, the new-age concept of
floating furniture has changed functionality of an
office.

One such product is E-Stilts Desk System. This
product can be modified to not only function as a
staff workstation, but as a manager workstation or
conference table. The system offers the utility of a
sturdy desk, while allowing agility of a compact
workstation at the same time. It was also built to
solve one of the basic challenges faced by small
offices - a cluttered workspace with numerous
pieces of furniture & accessories.

The modern designing techniques using cutting-
edge technology, by not completely tarnishing the
traditional furniture look has increased the
demand for floating furniture in the markets.

What kind of changes do you think Indian offices
need currently and why?

In order to successfully create a rich working
environment, it is essential to make employees feel
comfortable and at ease, while being efficient and
productive. With open workspaces, flexi-seating, and
ergonomically enhanced furniture, Indian offices
today are in the process of re-invention.

Itis important that workplaces that can help enhance
productivity are introduced. For example, many
companies like Google, Facebook have opted for
new age offices that have employee friendly
environment. While the country is still adapting itself
to this new concept, start-ups have started to pave
the way. They have redefined commercial interior
spaces in the country by breaking the monotony and
cutting the clutter associated with traditional
workspaces.

Whatis radical seating all about?

The term 'Radical' in its simplest form, means a
departure from tradition. For us, it represents change
and departure. Change from routine and departure
from monotony at the workspace. Radical design has
slowly started to gain acceptance in offices. The
scenario has changed from restrictive to refreshing,

-

confined to comfortable and passive to portable.
Radical design doesn't mean only futuristic. If
interpreted correctly, it could be a mix of traditional
and modern decor. That is the beauty of this
concept, it lets you decide how 'radical' you want to
be.
While radical design and seating has transformed
large offices, it has also come as a boon to small
offices and has changed how small spaces are
planned. The question of small working spaces
confining the application of radical designs has
been solved by creating
multipurpose furniture and
systems that fit the needs &
budget of clients.
Which is the most difficult corner
in Indian offices that you always
fail to modify ?
[twouldn't be right to generalize; however,
we have seen that the Indian Companies
are still paper intensive and this leads
to a huge requirement for
~storage. There are
statutory obligations
that require some of the contracts, legal
documents to be preserved for 10 years. High
numbers of storage units limit the flexibility and
openness in the office. We are suggesting ways to
combat this by providing Compactor storages for
dead and movable storage caddies for personal
storage. This partially helps to achieve the balance
between storage needs and flexibility.
What changes do you wish to make to Indian
Government offices?
Indian Government offices are the perfect example
of traditional work-spaces. With private
organisations adapting new age office concepts,
the government workspaces also need to transform
to become attractive to young talent. For starters,
the work environment and the office design can
become more transparent. The area could be
distributed more equitably between cabins and
open work areas. Technology could be integrated
more closely in the office design. An efficiently
planned, well lit, well ventilated workspace can
really help to enhance productivity regardless of the
sector.
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Set up your own terrace

Vegetable garden

Have you, inspired by what Jyotika did
in 36 Vayadhinile, wanted a terrace
veggie garden of your own? It's a good
idea, actually, to grow everyday spices
and herbs, so that you have them at hand
— fresh — whenever needed. But if
you're among the many who don't know
how to go about setting up this garden,
read on...

Choose the right space

Go to the terrace, take a good look.
Judge the play of the sun throughout the
day. And then, select a place that is
shady, but at the same time, gets direct
sunlight for some part of the day. You've
to ensure that the plants
get at least five hours of
sunlight daily. But mind
you, herbs are delicate
leaves, so be careful
that the sunlight is not
so strong that the leaves @I
get scorched by the
heat.

Get this...

The state government,
as part of its ¥
environment and green
cover initiatives, ¥
provides coir peats that
come in plastic bags,
which means you can
grow the veggies in them, without
having to bother about spending on pots.
To begin with, wet the peats, place them
on a sheet in the terrace. Keep watering
them regularly, and in about a week,
you'll see what looked like a small brick
would've expanded to look like debris,
and filled the bag. Now, to plant the
Seedsts
Prepare the soil
Get some soil and |
natural manure
from any nursery, |
and mix it well §
with the peats. If E¥%
you want to keep it 8
organic, add cow
dung or goat dung
manure to the mix. §

Leave this mix aside for a few days.
Meanwhile, when you peel veggies, etc,
do not throw away the skin. Instead,
create your own compost with these
vegetable skins and waste veggies in
another pot in the terrace, and add them
to this mix. After about a week, this mix
is ready for plantation. Get the seeds of
whatever you want to grow (tomatoes,
chillies, coriander, basil and herbs are
good choices). Sprinkle a few seeds over
the mix, slightly dab them in with your
hand, and leave it be for a couple of days.
Watch them grow.

Pick the right veggies

[

To start with, try out just one or two
vegetables, and then go in for more
veggies. Tomatoes, chillies and keerai
(spinach) are easy to grow, so start with
them. Sometimes you might need to net
out the seeds and the saplings as they
grow, to keep pesky sparrows and other
birds from feasting on them.
Watering is the key factor
Water the plants regularly, as and when
. needed. Excess water
often causes damage
and decay to plant
roots, and it also
| washes away the
nutrients of the soil.
i Also, post every
| heavy rainfall,
remember to add
manure to the soil.
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