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SAS NAGAR (MOHALI); 2nd May: Punjab

Chief Minister Bhagwant Singh Mann on Saturday
called upon Punjab’s youth to shift from job-seeking
to job creation, asserting from Mohali that his gov-
ernment is actively building an ecosystem where
young people can start their own ventures with full
state support. He said that the need to migrate
abroad in search of employment is being steadily
eliminated as opportunities are being created with-
in Punjab itself.  Drawing a sharp contrast with pre-
vious Akali and Congress regimes, CM Bhagwant
Singh Mann said that while earlier governments
hid behind the excuse of empty coffers, his govern-
ment has delivered beyond its promises through
clean intent and decisive governance, proving that
the system was never the limitation but the lack of
political will. Addressing a gathering during a Lok
Milni in Mohali’s Saneta village, CM Bhagwant
Singh Mann said, “In dearth of any issue against
me the opposition is stooping too low by leveling
false and baseless personal allegations against me.”
He added that he has been making strenuous
efforts for the overall development of Punjab due to

which the opposition has been baffled. “These lead-
ers are not able to digest that the welfare of the

common man and progress of the state is being
made. Due to this they are leveling baseless and
irrational allegations against me which reflects
their desperation and frustration,” he stated.
Emphasizing his approach to governance, CM
Bhagwant Singh Mann said, “I might not be having
experience of plundering the wealth of people but I

have an expertise to share the sorrows of the gen-
eral public and resolve their issues.” He added that

he is working dedicatedly for the well being of
the state and prosperity of its people. “Due to
this the opposition is upset. Some of the politi-
cal leaders are not able to digest these things
due to which they are repeatedly spitting base-
less venom against me,” he said. Making it
clear that such tactics will not affect his resolve,
the Chief Minister stated, “Such cheap tactics
won’t deter me from serving the people of the
state and I will continue this noble task for the
overall development of the state.” He added,
“My predecessors had never bothered about
the state or its people. These haughty leaders
always gave preference to their family and vest-
ed interests rather than working for the state.”
He said that this attitude proved detrimental for

Punjab and its people due to which they cannot be
forgiven. Reiterating his point, CM Bhagwant
Singh Mann said, “Such cheap tactics won’t deter
me from serving the people of the state and I will
continue this noble task for the overall develop-
ment of the state.”
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No need to go abroad for employment now, our 
government is ensuring opportunities for everyone: CM Mann



Noida.(Agency)
 A 7-year-old schoolgirl died after she 

was allegedly run over by her school 
bus in Greater Noida on Thursday. 
The child had just deboarded the bus 
at Roshanpur in Dankaur and was 
crossing the road in front of it when 
the driver allegedly moved the 
vehicle forward, crushing her under 
the wheels before she could react. She 
was rushed to a nearby hospital, 
where doctors declared her dead. The 
bus driver has been arrested.

Police said the girl was a nursery 
student of Dhruv Public School in 
Talda village. Officials said the 
incident occurred around 11.30 am 
when the child and several other 
students were dropped near her home 
following a half-day at school.

According to pol ice ,  the gi r l ’s  
grandmother was expected to pick her 
up but could not reach in time as families 
were not informed about the early 
dispersal. While other children moved 

behind the bus to cross the road, the girl 
walked in front of the vehicle.

“There was no helper present to supervise 
the children. The driver allegedly started 
the bus while the child was near the front 
wheel,” a police officer at Dankaur 
station said.The driver, identified as 

Charan Singh, a resident of Talda 
village, allegedly drove off after the 
incident, continuing to drop other 
children before parking the bus near the 
school. Passersby alerted the police 
through the emergency helpline, while 
family members rushed the child to 
hospital.

Police said the bus was later seized and the 
driver taken into custody around 2 pm. A 
case has been registered under BNS 
sections 281 (rash or negligent driving) 
and 106 (death due to negligence).

Police are also investigating why the bus 
did not have an attendant, a mandatory 
safety requirement for school transport. 
The school did not respond to queries.

Traffic police data show a decline in road 
accidents in the city, with fatalities 
falling 13.2% in the first quarter of 2026 
compared with the same period last year. 
However, officials said lapses involving 
school transport remain a critical area of 
concern.

Sharp spike in wheat stubble fires, April 
incidents jump nearly 2.6 times from last year

Gurgaon launches fever survey amid 
fears of early dengue, malaria rise

GURGAON.(Agency)
A police escort vehicle assigned to 

former Punjab cabinet minister and 
All-India Anti-Terrorist  Front 
(AIATF) chairperson Maninderjeet 
Singh Bitta was rammed by a car 
allegedly driven by a drunk man in the 
city on April 29 — and as his cavalcade 
crossed into Delhi later that night, a 
second incident occurred near 
Mahipalpur, where a woman allegedly 
struck another vehicle in the convoy.

The exact time of the second incident 
was not immediately clear. Police 
arrested the accused driver in the 
Gurgaon case, Sunil alias Vicky, ruling 
out any other motive.

“The accused was in an inebriated state 
and dozed off, following which he 
rammed his vehicle into a divider and 
also collided with the rear of the police 
escort vehicle,” said investigating 
officer Surender Singh.

The first incident occurred at 10.20pm. 
The govt vehicle was part of a Quick 
Reaction Team (QRT) escort assigned 
to Bitta from DLF 2 police station. 
Bitta has been accorded Z+ security 
following multiple attempts on his life.

According to police, a Brezza overtook 
the escort vehicle three times in a risky 
manner before suddenly ramming into 
its rear, damaging the light assembly, 
side panel and rear bumper. The police 
team intercepted the Brezza and 
apprehended the driver. A complaint 
was filed by constable Mahesh Kumar 
who was driving Bitta’s vehicle, and 
the Brezza was taken to Sector 17/18 
police station.

The driver was sent for medical 
examination to the civil hospital in 
Sector 10 the same night, where a 
doctor noted the smell of alcohol. Due 
to ongoing VIP duty, the formal 
complaint could not be submitted that 
night. After it was received on 
Thursday, police arrested Sunil and 
registered a case under sections 281 
(rash driving), 125 (endangering 
human life), and 324(4) (mischief) of 
the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, along 
with Section 185 (driving under the 
influence) of the Motor Vehicles Act.

Roads under water; trees & poles 
uprooted: Cities on knees again

Noida/Ghaziabad. The showers that started Friday 
and continued on Sunday has led to heavy 
waterlogging in Noida and Ghaziabad.

A park for children in Noida Sector 51 has turned into 
a shallow pool, while parks and green belts in 
sectors 119, 12, 30, 120, etc., also remained out of 
bounds due to flooding.Low-lying areas, like 
Botanical Garden Metro station in Noida and Jagat 
Farm Market in Greater Noida, are under at least 
two feet of water. Meanwhile, residents reported 
flooded roads and basements in Noida sectors 22, 
30, 36, 51, 62, 71, 104, 105, 72, 117, 122, 99, 
etc.The picture is similar in Ghaziabad, with Abhay 
Khand, Loni, and Muradnagar facing waterlogging.

Late on Sunday, following reports of 12 people stuck 
in Tronica City due to heavy waterlogging, a team 
of Ghaziabad NDRF carried out a rescue operation. 
Considering a warning of heavy rain ahead, NDRF 
teams are on high alert for emergency response in 
Noida and Ghaziabad.Residents blamed the 
authorities for not taking adequate measures to 
check flooding.“The Noida Authority failed to 
prepare for the monsoon in advance. All its claims 
have fallen flat. In Sector 51, people are wading 
through one-and-a-half feet to two feet of water. 
The Sunday showers also left houses and basements 
flooded.

News box

Section 163 imposed ahead 
of  NEET-UG 2026

Gurgaon.(Agency)
A total of 18 examination centres have been designated 

in the district, where 6,875 candidates will appear for 
the testGurgaon: The district administration on 
Friday announced stringent security and 
administrative measures for the NEET-UG 2026 
examination, scheduled to be held on May 3.

Deputy commissioner Uttam Singh said Section 163 of 
Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS) has 
been enforced across the district to regulate 
movement around examination centres and ensure 
the fair and peaceful conduct of the test. Eighteen 
examination centres have been designated in the 
district, where 6,875 candidates will appear for the 
test.Under the provisions, assembly of people within 
a 200-metre radius of exam centres has been 
prohibited. The order also bans carrying weapons, 
parking vehicles, use of loudspeakers, and operation 
of Wi-Fi or any electronic devices in the restricted 
zone. Additionally, photocopy shops and coaching 
centres located within 500 metres of the centres have 
been directed to remain closed on the day of the 
examination.The administration has imposed strict 
restrictions on items allowed inside examination 
premises. Mobile phones, Bluetooth devices, 
earphones, smartwatches, pen scanners, and all other 
electronic gadgets are completely prohibited. 
Candidates will also not be permitted to carry bags, 
purses, belts, jewellery, cameras, calculators, pen 
drives, or any written material. Only admit cards, a 
passport-size photograph, valid identity proof, and a 
transparent water bottle will be allowed.

Gurgaon.(Agency)
 Wheat residue burning this April recorded 

a sharp spike in Haryana, with 1,565 farm 
fire incidents logged between April 1 and 
30 — a 157% increase over the 608 cases 
recorded during the same period last 
year, according to Indian Council of 
Agricultural Research (ICAR).

While the count remains below the 2,033 
cases recorded in April 2022, this year's 
surge signals a rebound in open-field 
residue burning after two relatively 
controlled seasons — 266 cases in 2023 
and 177 in 2024.

Fire activity remained moderate through 
most of April before a dramatic late-
month spike, particularly after April 24, 
suggesting accelerated post-harvest field 

clearing as wheat harvesting peaked 
across districts. The steepest escalation 
came in the final five days, when incidents 
rose rapidly from around 500 to more than 
1,500.

Jind emerged as the biggest hotspot with 264 
incidents, followed by Rohtak (241), 
Jhajjar (183), Sonipat (127), Kaithal 

(115), Karnal (114), Sirsa (98), Panipat 
(85) and Hisar (81).

These districts, largely concentrated in the 
agrarian belt, accounted for the bulk of 
the state's fire burden. Mahendragarh 
reported zero incidents for the fifth 
straight year, while Panchkula and 
Rewari remained among the lowest.

The city recorded 19 incidents — higher 
than zero cases last year but low 
compared with major farming districts. 

Faridabad logged 20 cases and Palwal 
38.Experts warned that this summer's fire 
counts surpassing even the 2025 paddy 
season figures is a significant red 
flag."The amount of smoke produced 
doesn't change with the season, but how 
our atmosphere handles it does. 

Gurgaon.(Agency)
 Anticipating a rise in dengue and malaria 

cases in the coming months, the health 
department on Friday began a city-wide 
fever survey that will be conducted from 
the 1st to the 15th of every month till 
October, an official said. The survey for 
the month of May has already begun, he 
added.The move comes after Gurgaon 
recorded an unusually wet April this 
year. The city received 23.8 mm rainfall 
against the normal 7.7 mm, a 209% 
surplus, according to IMD. Health 
officials said the excess pre-monsoon 
rain, coupled with rising humidity, could 
create favourable breeding conditions 
for mosquitoes earlier than usual.

About 102 teams have been deployed for 
the survey.

“Our teams will be checking all areas and 
specifically where cases were reported in 
past years, besides identifying water-
holding containers that can act as 

breeding grounds for disease-carrying 
mosquitoes,” said district surveillance 
officer Dr Jai Prakash.

He added that while there is no reason to 
panic right now, all residents should 
exercise caution. “At present there 
is no clustering of fever cases, but 
people need to be cautious. We 
have established a centre through 
which doctors can call their 
patients daily to check their status 
in case anyone is found positive,” 
he said.

Officials said apart from house-to-
house fever surveillance, all 
positive larval breeding sites will 
be geo-tagged to build a database 
for regular monitoring through the 
monsoon. These hotspots will be 
compared with previous years’ surveys 
to identify recurring clusters and 
potential outbreak intersections. The 
teams will also intensify checks in 

dengue-prone localities and past 
hotspots to ensure breeding is curbed 
before peak season.

Dengue cases in Haryana generally begin 
rising from May onward and intensify 

between July and Oct. The state has seen 
fluctuating but substantial vector-borne 
disease burdens in recent years. Haryana 
reported 11,835 dengue cases and 54 
malaria cases in 2021, followed by 8,996 

dengue and 50 malaria cases in 2022. In 
2023, the state logged 8,081 dengue and 
85 malaria cases. In 2025, Haryana 
reported 2,033 dengue cases, indicating 
that while numbers were lower than peak 

outbreak years, the disease remained a 
significant seasonal threat.

In Gurgaon, dengue has remained a 
recurring concern despite year-to-year 
variation. The city reported 440 
dengue cases in 2022, 276 cases and 
one death in 2023, 186 cases in 2024, 
and 64 cases in 2025. Health officials 
said the lower tally last year should not 
lead to complacency, particularly 
given this year’s wetter-than-normal 
pre-monsoon conditions.While 
malaria outbreaks are relatively 

uncommon in Gurgaon compared with 
dengue, surveillance is critical as malaria 
cases are typically reported between Feb 
and Sept.

Bitta’s convey hit twice 
in one night

Commercial LPG price surge to 
make eating out, ordering costlier

Noida.(Agency)
 A single hour of rain on Thursday evening was enough 

to turn the temporary walkway between Aqua Line's 
Sector 51 and Blue Line's Sector 52 metro stations 
into a muddy stretch. Commuters, some carrying 
children, others lugging baggage, jostled for footing 
on the narrow walkway as crowds poured out of both 
stations during the evening rush.

The chaos, captured by commuters and shared widely 
on X, showed swarms of passengers stranded in the 
four-metre-wide passage, carefully taking each step 
to avoid slipping. For daily commuters on this route, 
the scene was familiar, but only wetter than usual.

At the heart of the problem is a Rs 40-crore skywalk 
that Noida Authority built and then discovered it 
could not open. The L-shaped, air-conditioned 
structure, equipped with travelators and launched in 
March 2023 with a one-year completion target, was 
delayed after officials realised a beam at the Sector 51 
entry point blocked access. Rather than removing the 
beam, the Authority has now decided to extend the 
skywalk by 100 metres to route around it. Excavation 
has begun, but completion is at least two months 
away.

The 400-metre interchange is an ordeal on a dry day. 
Commuters exiting Sector 51 station have to first 
walk to the rear of the building, take a circuitous route 
to reach the front, then navigate the uneven, 
constricted walkway — one metre wide in some 
places and 3-4 metres wide in others. Midway, the 
footpath ends, and pedestrians are forced onto the 
road before turning left towards Sector 52 station. A 
skywalk pillar stands in the middle of the 
walkway.Barricading for the skywalk construction 
lines one side, hoardings for an upcoming 
commercial store line the other. The temporary shade 
erected years ago has long since rusted away, leaving 
only iron bars with no shade from sun or rain.

“The rainfall on Thursday led to waterlogging at this 
stretch. We were forced to wade through accumulated 
water, carefully placing each step," said Anmol 
Kumar, a Sector 52 resident, a BTech student in 
Greater Noida who takes this route daily. "I wonder 
how long it will take to make the skywalk 
operational."

Cracker sparks burn down 3 shops, 6 bikes

Gurgaon/Noida.(Agency)
Eating out and ordering in are likely to 

get significantly costlier as a sharp rise 
in commercial LPG cylinder prices 
squeezes restaurants, street vendors 
and large-scale food operations alike 
— with most saying they can only 
absorb the pressure for so long before 
passing it on to consumers.

The hike has pushed up operating costs 
across the board and, coupled with 
recent minimum wage increases, is 
compressing margins at both ends. For 
now, most restaurateurs are holding off 
on menu revisions and exploring 
alternatives.

“We will explore electric induction and 
piped gas connections to mitigate the 
impact. We don’t want to pass on the 
cost to the customer as of now,” said 
Joy Singh, owner of Raasta Cafe and 
secretary of National Restaurant 
Association of India (NRAI). He 
flagged that availability of commercial 
LPG cylinders is a persistent problem 
in itself.

Noida restaurateurs echoed the wait-and-
watch approach. “The price of 

commercial LPG cylinders has been 
fluctuating for a while, with one of the 
most significant hikes seen now. We are 
not in a position to change menu prices 
yet — we want to see how far this 
goes,” said Varun Khera, president of 
NRAI’s Noida chapter. He added that 
reprinting menus is an added cost, and 
establishments are currently absorbing 

the hikes as losses. “The price hike is 
hurting our pockets. We are running our 
establishments out of our own pockets 
right now,” he said.

Others are less optimistic about how long 
that can last. “Margins are shrinking, 
and if the situation continues, passing 
c o s t s  t o  c o n s u m e r s  w i l l  b e  
unavoidable,” said another restaurant 
owner.

Industrial-scale food operations say a 
price revision is already a given. PFTI 
chairman PK Gupta, who supplies 
around 30,000 corporate meals daily, 
said fuel accounts for 10% of input 
costs. “Commercial LPG was first 
raised by Rs 400 in March and now by 
Rs 993,” he said, adding that supply 
constraints compound the pressure. 
“We are not getting the required 
number of cylinders.” Haryana’s recent 
minimum wage hike has added another 
layer of cost.

Street vendors, with the least room to 
absorb shocks, haven’t waited — 
prices are already up, with another 
round flagged. “It is becoming difficult 
to operate under the current situation,” 

said Mani, who runs a small restaurant 
in Sector 14.

Skywalk held up, Metro commuters 
forced to pack into pathway to 
switch from Sec 51 to 52

Girl (7) run over by her own school bus in 
Greater Noida as she tries to cross road

Noida.(Agency)
Residents of a few towers in ATS One 

Hamlet, a residential society in Sector 
104, have complained of noise and air 
pollution from a sewage treatment plant 
(STP) located on the premises of the 
Maharshi Mahesh Yogi Ashram Trust, 
adjoining the society.

In a complaint submitted to the chief 
minister’s office on March 16, the 
apartment owners’ association (AOA) 
alleged that the STP, located on the plot 
adjacent to the society’s residential 
towers 2, 3 and 4, was discharging 
untreated or  par t ia l ly  t reated 
wastewater into the open, which flows 

into the green belt and accumulates in 
the form of stagnant pools.“The 
discharged water is black, frothy and 
emits a strong odour,” the letter reads, 
seeking inspection by concerned 
authorities and immediate remedial 
steps.

Talking to TOI, the AOA president 
Sanjeev Varma said that if the water 
spilling from the STP is treated water, it 
should have been reused in accordance 
with pollution control norms instead of 
being allowed to flow in the open. He 
added that repeated attempts to raise the 
issue with the ashram authorities did 
not yield any resolution.

Co staffer, aide held for 

abducting colleague, forcing 

him to transfer Rs2.5L

Noida.(Agency)
 Noida International Airport will launch commercial 

flight operations on June 15, ending the wait for a 
second civil aviation hub in Delhi-NCR. IndiGo will 
operate the inaugural flight, with Akasa Air and Air 
India Express to follow shortly.

The announcement comes after the airport cleared a 
regulatory hurdle that stalled its launch. Last week, 
expat CEO Christoph Schnellmann was replaced, as 
rules require an Indian national to head airports. 
Schnellmann moved to the board as executive vice 
chairman, and CFO Nitu Samra was appointed 
interim CEO.

The change enabled the airport to secure approval for its 
Aerodrome Security Program from the Bureau of 
Civil Aviation Security on April 28, confirming that 
its security framework and operating procedures met 
regulatory requirements. It received the aerodrome 
licence from the Directorate General of Civil Aviation 
on March 6 and was inaugurated by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi on March 28.

The airport, a greenfield project developed on land 
acquired from six villages in Jewar, sits around 80 km 
from Delhi's Indira Gandhi International Airport and 
60 km from Noida City Centre. In its first phase, it will 
operate one runway and a single passenger terminal 
with an annual capacity of 12 million passengers.

Officials said initially, the operations will begin with 
domestic flights. International services are expected 
to follow after a stabilisation period, with operating 
hours set to expand progressively towards round-the-
clock services as systems are tested.While routes, 
schedules and passenger service details have not been 
announced yet, the airport is to connect.

June 15 takeoff  for Noida 
airport, IndiGo to operate 
inaugural flight

Noida Sector 104 condo residents flag 
stench, noise from ashram STP
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New Delhi: In a breakthrough in a

four-decade-old murder case, the Delhi
Police has arrested an 82-year-old man
who had allegedly killed his wife in 1986
and been on the run since then, an official
said on Thursday. The accused, Chandra
Shekhar Prasad, a native of Bihar's
Nalanda, was apprehended from a factory
storeroom in Nangli Poona area of outer
north Delhi, where he had been living
under a false identity, he said. The case
dates back to October 19, 1986, when
Prasad, then 40, allegedly murdered his
wife at their Shakarpur residence in east
Delhi by crushing her head with bricks
over suspicion of an extramarital affair.
"During the incident, he and his accom-
plices also held a domestic help at gun-
point before fleeing the scene," he said. An
FIR under sections 302 (murder) and 34
(crime committed with common inten-
tion) of the IPC was registered at
Shakarpur police station, but the accused
evaded arrest and was declared an abscon-
der by a court in 1987. The case remained

unsolved for nearly 40 years due to a lack
of leads and the absence of modern inves-
tigative tools at the time. Police said trac-

ing the accused posed significant chal-
lenges as there were no digital records,

photographs, Aadhaar data or mobile trails
from that era, and his age had advanced
from around 40 at the time of the crime to

about 82 now. A team of the crime branch
reopened the case and began tracking the

accused through a mix of human intelli-
gence and technical surveillance.
"Investigators found that his children were
settled in Delhi and Bihar, and discreetly
monitored suspected mobile numbers
linked to the family. Field verification in
Nalanda confirmed that Prasad was alive
and occasionally visited during family or
religious events," the officer said. Acting
on inputs about one such visit following a
bereavement, police mounted surveillance
and tracked his movement to Delhi. On
April 22, a trap was laid, and the accused
was arrested from a factory premises in
Alipur. During interrogation, Prasad con-
fessed to the crime, stating that he fre-
quently quarrelled with his wife over sus-
picions about her character and killed her
in a fit of rage before fleeing. Police said
during his decades-long escape, he con-
stantly changed locations, living in Bihar,
Punjab, Haryana and Delhi. He worked as
a rickshaw puller in Punjab's Patiala and
even took shelter at an ashram in Haryana
to avoid detection. Further investigation is
underway.

Man held after 40 years on run in 1986
Delhi wife murder case

Contd....Front page
He added again that

his predecessors had
never bothered about the
state or its people and
always gave preference to
their family and vested
interests. “This attitude of
these leaders proved detri-
mental both for Punjab and
its people,” he said. He fur-
ther said, “Opposition par-
ties are hatching conspira-
cies to defame me as they
are envious of the works
being done by the state
government for the well
being of the masses.” He
added, “These leaders are
hand in glove with each
other and play the game of
musical chairs to secure
the interests of each other
while in power.” He assert-
ed that the AAP govern-
ment has upset their apple-
cart by ousting them from
power and fulfilling the
aspirations of the common
people. Announcing a
major initiative, CM
Bhagwant Singh Mann
stated, “I will call on the
President of India on May
5 and demand a strict act
for checking the defection
by the leaders as it is a
grave disrespect of the
mandate of the people.” He
added, “The opportunist
leaders change their par-
ties as per their whims and
fancies just for the sake of
their vested interests
which is completely

wrong.” He said that such
leaders backstab the man-
date of the people, which is
completely undesirable
and intolerable, and added
that a new law to check
this is the need of the hour.
Highlighting past gover-
nance failures, CM
Bhagwant Singh Mann
said, “For more than 70
long years in the post inde-
pendence era the tradition-
al opposition parties have
mercilessly looted the
state.” He added that due
to their regressive and
divisive policies Punjab
lagged behind in develop-
ment and people suffered.
“However, in the last four
years holistic development
of the state has been
ensured and for the first
time the state government
has fulfilled all the promis-
es made with people in
such a short span,” he
said. Expressing satisfac-
tion over progress, CM
Bhagwant Singh Mann
said, “It is a matter of
immense pride and satis-
faction that development
of the state has been put
on the right track and now
the Punjab Government is
enhancing its pace with
every passing day.” He
added that the gap of 70
years has been filled and
concerted efforts are
being made to carve out a
Rangla Punjab. “The AAP
government is the first one

in the country to imple-
ment the People’s
Manifesto as all the gen-
uine demands raised by
the people are being trans-
lated into works,” he said.
Taking on the Akali leader-
ship, CM Bhagwant Singh
Mann said, “Sukhbir Singh
Badal is not aware about
the ground realities as
throughout his life he has
lived in a secured environ-
ment with luxuries and
opulence.” He added,
“Sukhbir Singh Badal is a
convent educated political
leader of Punjab who is not
aware of the basic topogra-
phy of the state but wants
to attain political power in
Punjab.” He further said,
“Leaving everything aside,
the former Deputy Chief
Minister cannot even dif-
ferentiate the basic crops
of the state as he has scant
knowledge about the basic
issues.” CM Bhagwant
Singh Mann said, “The
sins of these leaders are
unpardonable and they can
never be forgiven by the
people for their long saga
of misdeeds, which are
fresh in the minds of peo-
ple.” He added, “These are
opportunist leaders who
change their colors and
their stance, like a
chameleon, as per their
convenience and vested
political interests.”
Training his guns at his
predecessors, he said,

“These leaders had illegal-
ly built huge palaces by
amassing whopping
wealth by misusing their
official positions.” He fur-
ther said, “The walls of
these palatial palaces were
high and the gates usually
remained closed for the
people.” He added that
these leaders remained
inaccessible due to which
they were ousted by the
masses. “People of the
state have shown the door
to these people who looted
them turn by turn,” he
said, adding that people
are no longer getting
swayed by misleading
propaganda. Continuing,
CM Bhagwant Singh
Mann said, “These
haughty politicians had
always taken the people of
the state for granted due to
which they were ultimately
shown the door.” He
added, “These opportunist
leaders are baffled as peo-
ple are not giving them any
sort of response, and their
agenda is confined to the
welfare of their families
rather than that of people.”
He emphasized that in con-
sonance with the life and
philosophy of Babasaheb
Ambedkar, the Punjab
Government has priori-
tized education and taken
path breaking initiatives.

Highlighting the impor-
tance of education, CM
Bhagwant Singh Mann
said, “No freebee or con-
cession cards can elimi-
nate poverty or other
social maladies in the state
but education is the key
that can pull people out of
this vicious circle by rais-
ing their standard of liv-
ing.” He added, “Earlier
leaders left no stone
unturned for backstabbing
Babasaheb Ambedkar and
shattering his dreams.”
Citing an example, he said,
“During the tenure of
Parkash Singh Badal no
one was failed in schools
till ninth standard due to
which students could not
realise their weaknesses
and later failed in Matric,
ruining their lives.” He fur-
ther said, “Rather than
empowering people
through quality education,
Badal ensured that stu-
dents from poor families
remained confined to the
Atta Dal scheme.” He
added that generations of
weaker sections remained
dependent due to such
policies. “These leaders
deprived underprivileged
sections of education and
backstabbed Babasaheb
Ambedkar,” he said.
Continuing his attack, CM
Bhagwant Singh Mann

said, “Those who cannot
find even five members for
constituting a committee
of their party are day
dreaming to win 117 seats
in the state.” He added that
such leaders patronised
gangsters and drug smug-
glers, inflicting serious
damage on Punjab’s youth.
“Akali Dal is a party of
political deadwoods which
has been rejected by the
people time and again,” he
said. The Chief Minister
stated, “Akali leadership is
building castles in the air
to mislead the people but
Punjabis will not get
swayed.” He added that
people will never forgive
them and will teach them a
befitting lesson again.
“They have repeatedly
betrayed the state and mis-
used religion for vested
political interests,” he said.
Taking on the BJP, CM
Bhagwant Singh Mann
said, “The saffron party is
welcome to test its waters
in the ensuing assembly
polls but it must remem-
ber that candidates are
required on 117 seats.” He
added, “As the party does
not have enough leaders, it
will borrow candidates
from other parties.” He
asserted that people are
aware of BJP’s track
record. “There is a long
saga of injustice and step
motherly treatment of the
party against Punjab and
its people,” he said. Listing
key achievements, CM

Bhagwant Singh Mann
said, “For the first time
farmers have been provid-
ed more than eight hours
of power supply during
paddy season with 95%
supply during daytime.”
He added, “300 units of
free electricity per month
are being provided to all
domestic consumers and
around 90% consumers are
receiving zero electricity
bills.” He further said,
“More than 65,000 young-
sters have got government
jobs and people should
enroll under Mukh Mantri
Sehat Yojna to avail cash-
less treatment up to ?10
lakh.” CM Bhagwant
Singh Mann said, “This is
taxpayers’ money and
every single penny is
being utilized for public
welfare, something miss-
ing in earlier regimes.” He
added that earlier parties
used to play musical chairs
to plunder resources.
“Baffled by the unprece-

dented works of the
Punjab Government, the
opposition is making base-
less and irrational state-
ments,” he said.
Reiterating the govern-
ment’s achievements, CM
Bhagwant Singh Mann
said, “For the first time in
the history of the state
more than eight hours of
uninterrupted power has
been supplied to farm tube
wells during paddy sea-
son.” He added that farm-
ers are now receiving elec-
tricity during the daytime,
transforming their lives.
“The Punjab Government
is judiciously utilizing
every single penny of the
state exchequer for the
well being of the people,”
he said.

No need to go abroad for employment now, our  government
is ensuring opportunities for everyone: CM Mann

New Delhi: An
autorickshaw driver was
stabbed to death and his
vehicle stolen during a
robber y near Minto
Road in central Delhi,
with police arresting
three accused after a
manhunt that tracked
their movement across
Delhi and Haryana, an
official said on Thursday.
The incident was report-
ed at around 5:30 am on
April 5, when a PCR call
alerted police about an
injured man lying near
the Shivaji Park bus
stand. A police team
rushed to the spot and
found an unidentified
male lying unconscious
in a pool of blood on the
roadside, with multiple
stab injuries on his neck
and chest. The victim
was shifted to the LNJP
Hospital, where doctors
declared him brought
dead. A medical exami-
nation confirmed multi-
ple stab wounds to the
chest and anterior neck
region. A case was regis-
tered at the Kamla
Market police station
and a probe launched. A
joint team relied on a
combination of CCTV
footage analysis, techni-
cal surveillance and local
intelligence to identify
and track the accused.
"Extensive scrutiny of
CCTV cameras revealed
that five men had board-
ed the victim's autorick-
shaw near the
Nizamuddin railway sta-

tion on the intervening
night of April 4 and 5.
Their movement was
traced through multiple
locations across Delhi,
Faridabad and Palwal,"
the officer said. Acting
on specific inputs, police
teams laid a trap for
around 12 hours near the
Palwal railway station
and adjoining areas,
leading to the arrest of
two accused -- Yogesh
(25) and Yogesh alias
Rocky (24), both resi-
dents of Palwal. Based
on their disclosure, a
third accused, Somesh
(25), was later appre-
hended from a spot near
the Sarai Kale Khan bus
stand in Delhi. "The
robbed autorickshaw
and a mobile phone of
the victim have been
recovered. During sus-
tained interrogation, the
accused disclosed that
they regularly travelled
from Palwal to Delhi by
night trains to target
commuters near railway
stations and bus stands.
They admitted to com-
mitting robber y and
assault to fund their
drug addiction. "The
accused attacked the
driver when he resisted
the robbery, stabbed him
multiple times and fled
with the vehicle and the
mobile phone, before
returning to Palwal.
Efforts are on to appre-
hend two other accused,
Sonu and Vikram," the
officer added.

Autorickshaw driver killed
during robbery in Delhi, 3

held after manhunt

Wedding caterer’s hands lacerated with
grinder over payment dispute in Delhi

New Delhi: A caterer’s hands were lacerated with an
electric grinder over a financial dispute, police said on
Saturday, adding that a man has been arrested and two
minors have been apprehended in the case. The inci-
dent occurred on Friday evening in Vijay Enclave under
the Dabri police station limits. "We got a call at 8:30 pm
reporting that a man had been grievously assaulted and
his hands had been cut using a grinder. A police team
immediately rushed to the spot and found Lokesh Gupta
(32), a resident of Vijay Enclave, lying in a severely
injured condition, bleeding profusely," a police officer
told PTI. Gupta, who works as a confectioner (halwai)
and also provides tent services, had recently catered for
a wedding function organised by Ajay Pal. The function,
held on April 20, had a total bill of Rs 2.5 lakh, out of
which nearly Rs 2 lakh remained unpaid, he said. Police
said that Gupta had gone to Pal's residence to demand
his pending payment when a heated argument broke
out. "During the confrontation, Ajay Pal, along with two
to three associates, attacked Gupta. They caught hold of
him, took him to the roof of the house and inflicted deep
cuts on his hands using a power grinder," the officer
said. The victim was initially rushed to a nearby private
facility, but due to the severity of his injuries, he was
referred to AIIMS for advanced treatment. Doctors con-
firmed that the injuries were grievous and caused by a
sharp-edged weapon. Police said they have collected evi-
dence from the scene and recorded the victim's state-
ment. A case has been registered, and further investiga-
tion was immediately launched. "Ajay Pal (53) has been
arrested in connection with the case, while two juveniles
have been detained. 

NAME CHANGE
I, ASHOK KUMAR GUPTA S/O VAID-
HANATH SAH R/O Mahuawa
Nayagaon VTC: Amwa Kalan Po:
Amua Sub Ps: Piprahi, Dist: Sheohar,
Bihar- 843334 Have Changed Name
Of my minor Son NITISH KUMAR
Aged 16 years and he Shall hereafter
be Known as  NITESH RANJAN.

NAME CHANGE
I, SADIA KHAN/SADIYA KHAN W/O
MOHD AAQILKHAN Residing at D-69
BAND GALI NEAR SAEEDIYA
MASJID, CHAUHAN BANGAR SEE-
LAMPUR, North East Delhi, 110053
have changed my name to SHADIYA
for all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, AAQIL KHAN/AAKIL KHAN S/O
SAJID ALI KHAN Residing at D-69
BAND GALI NEAR SAEEDIYA
MASJID, CHAUHAN BANGAR SEE-
LAMPUR, North East Delhi, 110053
have changed my name to MOHD
AAQIL KHAN for all future purpose.

PUBLIC NOTICE
This is to inform the general public
that my clients Smt. Seema Devi,
W/o Shri Rajender Singh Rana, and
Shri Rajender Singh Rana, S/o Shri
Karan Singh Rana, both residents
of G-922, Sangam Vihar, New Delhi
- 110062, have debarred and dis-
owned their son Sh. Vipin Singh
Rana, daughter-in-law Smt. Jyotsna
from all their movable and immov-
able properties. Henceforth, the
above-named persons shall have
no right, title, interest, or claim what-
soever in the properties of my
clients. My clients shall not be
responsible for any acts, deeds, lia-
bilities, transactions, or criminal
activities carried out by the above-
named persons in future. If any per-
son deals with them in any manner,
it shall be at their own risk and
responsibility, and my clients shall
not be liable for the same. This
notice is being issued for the infor-
mation of the general public.

Anita Maurya Advocate
Chamber No. 354, Lawyers Block
Saket Courts, New Delhi-110017

Mob.: 8744006494 
Date: 02-05-2026
Place: New Delhi

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I,
ASIYA MOOSA W/O MOHD
MOOSA R/O 1386/87, GALI NO.5,
FAYYAZ GANJ, BAHADURGARH
ROAD, SADAR BAZAR, NORTH
DELHI, DELHI-110006 declare that
name of mine has been wrongly
written as ASIA in my 10th Class
School Leaving Certificate and the
name of my husband has been
wrongly written as MOHAMMAD
MOOSA in my Aadhaar Card No.
881659687324 and VOTER CARD
NO. SNJ2411791. The actual name
of mine and my husband are ASIYA
MOOSA AND MOHD MOOSA
respectively, which may be amend-
ed accordingly. It is certified that I
have complied with other legal
requirements in this connection.

PUBLIC NOTICE
This is to inform the general public
that my clients, Smt. Shashi
Sharma, W/o Shri Satish Chandra
Sharma, and Shri Satish Chandra
Sharma,s/o sh Raghuber Dayal,
both residents of A-50, Third Floor,
Panchsheel Vihar, New Delhi -
110017, hereby declare as
under:That their son, namely Mr.
Chetan Bhardwaj, is their biological
son. However, due to his irresponsi-
ble, disobedient, and unbecoming
conduct, he has been disowned by
the clients from all movable and
immovable properties, with immedi-
ate effect.The general public is
hereby informed that if any person
deals with the said Mr. Chetan
Bhardwaj in any manner, including
financial or property transactions,
the same shall be at their own risk
and responsibility. The clients shall
not be liable for any of his acts,
deeds, liabilities, or any criminal or
civil consequences arising there-
from in present or future.

(Dr. R. K. Baudh) Advocate
Chamber No. 354, Lawyers Block
Saket Courts, New Delhi - 110017

Mob.: 8744006497
Date: 02.05.2026
Place: New Delhi

PUBLIC NOTICE
BE IT KNOWN TO GENERAL
PUBLIC THAT MY CLIENT ABDUL
KAYUM S/O MOHAMMAD YUNUS
R/O H. NO. D-2/626/18, J.J.
COLONY, MADANPUR KHADAR,
SARITA VIHAR, SOUTH DELHI-
110076 HAVE SEVERED ALL HIS
RELATIONS WITH HIS SON
IRFAN AS HE GOT AGAINST THE
WISH AND CONSENT OF MY
CLIENT AND DISOWNED HIM
FROM ALL HIS MOVEABLE AND
IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES AND
ALSO FROM OTHER CONSIDER-
ATION OF ANY KIND WHATSO-
EVER MAY BE RELATED TO HIM.
MY CLIENT SHALL NOT BE
RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY ACTS,
DEEDS DONE BY HIS SAID SON
IN ANY MANNER.

Mujeeb Khan Advocate
Chamber No.671, Lawyers'

Chambers Block Saket Court
Complex, New Delhi-110017

PUBLIC NOTICE
This is to inform you that Mr.
Surender Kumar Panchal and Mrs.
Santosh Kumari intend to purchase
a freehold dwelling unit, being Flat
No. 11 on the Ground Floor (front
side), having a covered area meas-
uring 1400 sq. ft., without roof
rights, constructed on Residential
Plot No. 11, admeasuring 516.66
sq. yards, situated in Village Sarai
Khwaja, in the colony known as
Ashoka Enclave Extension No. III,
Faridabad, from Mr. Sushant
Mishra. The initial original owner of
the property was M/s Greater
Ashoka Land & Development Co.
(P) Ltd., which sold the property to
Mr. Ashwani Khosla through a Sale
Deed dated 14.05.2003. Thereafter,
Mr. Ashwani Khosla sold the proper-
ty to Mr. Chaman Lal Khosla
through a Sale Deed dated
24.03.2011.Subsequently, Mr.
Chaman Lal Khosla transferred the
property to Mr. Sushant Mishra
through a Registered General
Power of Attorney, Agreement to
Sell, and Will, all dated 05.01.2022.
Consequently, Mr. Sushant Mishra
is stated to be the owner of the
aforementioned property. The prop-
erty is stated to be free from all
kinds of litigation, encumbrances,
liens, charges, or claims. Please
also note that the said property is
proposed to be financed by Bajaj
Housing Finance Ltd., Gurgaon
Branch, Haryana. If any person(s)
objection & regarding subject prop-
erty, then kindly may submit his/her
objection within 07 days from the
date of the Notice in writing. The
said objection may be kindly sent to
the undersigned by way of the
Registered Post on the address
given below and by E-mail. failing
which, the claim as per aforesaid
shall be treated as null and void in
respect of the subject property.

[ASHWANI KUMAR]
Advocate

Chamber No. 122,
Tehsil Compound, 

Ghaziabad, U.P.
kumar2021ashwani@gmail.com

DATE OF BIRTH CHANGE
I, NO-15488135F, Rank-DFR,
Name-GOVIND PATHAK residing
at VPO-BERI, BER, DARB-
HANGA, BIHAR-848213, in my
service records, my father’s (RAM
NARAYAN PATHAK), date of birth
is wrongly mentioned as
01/07/1963 instead of correct date
of birth as 01/11/1961, vide affi-
davit dated 02/05/2026, before
Notary Public, New Delhi.

DATE OF BIRTH CHANGE
I, NO-15488135F, Rank-DFR,
Name-GOVIND PATHAK residing
at VPO-BERI, BER, DARB-
HANGA, BIHAR-848213, have
changed my mother’s name from
FOOLIDAY DEVI  to FUL DEVI for
all future purposes, and in my serv-
ice records, my mother’s  date of
birth is wrongly mentioned as
01/07/1965  instead of correct date
of birth as 01/01/1966, vide affi-
davit dated 02/05/2026, before
Notary Public, New Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, JYOTHI wife of NO-14661512W,
Rank-HAV, Name-JANARDHANARAO
CHITTIRI residing at 2-9, MAIN
STREET, ANANDAPURAM, SRIKAKU-
LAM, ANDHRA PRADESH-532168,
have changed my name from JYOTHI to
JYOTHI CHITTIRI for all future purpos-
es, vide Affidavit dated 02/05/2026 before
Executive Magistrate, Delhi

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that I,
VIMAL EMMANUEL TYAGI S/o
SAMUEL CHANDER PRASAD
TYAGI, R/o H NO-575, NEAR JEET
RASHAN SHOP, PANA UDYAN,
NARELA DELHI-110040, declare that
name of mine and my father has been
wrongly written as VIMAL E TYAGI
and S C PRASAD TYAGI in my
Education Document . The actual
name of mine and my father is VIMAL
EMMANUEL TYAGI and SAMUEL
CHANDER PRASAD TYAGI, which
may be amended accordingly. It is cer-
tified that I have complied with other
legal requirements in this connection.

NAME CHANGE
I BALJIT KAUR  W/O JOGINDER
SINGH R/O W Z - 69 E/2 MEENAKSHI
GARDEN TILAK NAGAR DELHI-
110018 have changed my name to
BALJEET KAUR Permanently for all
Future purpose

NAME CHANGE
I MANPREET D/O DAVINDER
SINGH R/O WZ-170,MUKHARJI
PARK TILAK NAGAR DELHI-110018
have changed my name to MAN-
PREET KAUR Permanently for all
Future purpose

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as Firoz khan alias
Firoz Malik S/O: Bundu Fauji, R/O
house No A-5, era garden, near saras-
vati lok, noor nagar road, Meerut,
Meerut, Uttar Pradesh - 250002, have
changed my name and shall hereafter
be known as FIROZ KHAN.

NAME CHANGE
I ,Jogendra kumar S/O Mohar Singh,
R/O 139, aurangshahpur golabarh,
rohta road, Meerut, meerut City, Uttar
Pradesh, 250002, have changed the
name of my minor son Kaku aged 15
year's and he shall hereafter be
known as KARTIK.

NAME CHANGE
I, JC-710661A, Rank-NB SUB Name-
BIKASH UPADHYAY Unit ARMY
HOSPITAL R&R DELHI CANTT R/o
86 SAWANSA, BAKSHA, JAUNPUR,
UTTAR PRADESH-222108, have
changed my father’s name from
MAHENDER KUMAR UPADHYAY to
MAHENDRA KUMAR UPADHYAY for
all future purposes vide Affidavit dated
02/05/2026 before Notary Public, Delhi.

Name Correction 
I MOHAMMED AZIZ S/O MOHM-
MAD YAHIYA Resident of House
No 1010 GALI NO 32 JAFRABAD
SEELAMPUR NORTH EAST
Delhi 110053 do hereby solemnly
affirm  and declare as under.That
my Passport mention My Father
incorrect  name is MOHD YAHYA
ALVI My Father Correct name
MOHMMAD YAHIYA.

NAME CHANGE
I, JADHAV SAVITA VITTHAL, is
legally mother of Army No.
2817597X, Rank – Sep, Name –
JADHAV VINOD VITTHAL,
presently residing at Vill – Rajuri,
Post – Rajuri, Teh – Karmala, Dist
– Solapur, State – Maharashtra,
Pin – 413203, have changed my
name from JADHAV SAVITA VIT-
THAL to SAVITA VITTHAL JAD-
HAV for all future purposes. Vide
affidavit dated 02/05/2026 before
Public Notary Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, JADHAV VITTHAL SURYAB-
HAN, is legally father of Army No.
2817597X, Rank – Sep, Name –
JADHAV VINOD VITTHAL,
presently residing at Vill – Rajuri,
Post – Rajuri, Teh – Karmala, Dist –
Solapur, State – Maharashtra, Pin –
413203, have changed my name
from JADHAV VITTHAL SURYAB-
HAN to VITTHAL SURYABHAN
JADHAV for all future purposes.
Vide affidavit dated 02/05/2026
before Public Notary Delhi.
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Among fruit growers in Himachal MERCHANDISE trade between India and New 
Pradesh as well as Jammu and Kashmir, Zealand stood at a modest $1.3 billion in 2024-
already reeling under extreme weather 25. India’s share in the island country’s total 
patterns, the prospect of cheaper apples or import market of $47.5 billion last year was 
kiwi fruit on sale poses another challenge. just 2 per cent. Billed as historic, the free trade 
New Delhi’s quota and time limits may agreement (FTA) aims for a dramatic, long-
not be enough to assuage apprehensions. term shift. The push to diversify exports to a 
A focus on improved crop produce, high-income market also opens doors for a 
storage and supply chain strategies is larger Indian footprint in the Asia-Pacific 
essential. No sweeping liberalisation for region. The positives are many. There are 
milk powder or mass dairy exports comes concerns too. The deal, once ratified, will cut 
as a relief, though how it plays out is or remove tariffs on 95 per cent of exports to 
uncertain.Access across 118 services India. Conversely, since 58 per cent of New 
sectors in New Zealand is an encouraging Zealand’s tariff lines are already duty-free, its 
s ign .  For  Ind ian  s tuden t s  and  offer to fully open up the field for Indian 
professionals, more visa pathways and exporters provides an opportunity, but the 
post-study work rights are a huge plus. gains could be limited in a competitive 
Even as the possibility of uneven benefits environment. The risks of a trade deficit in the horticulture exporters from New Zealand could gain a 

looms, doubling trade by 2031 could just be the face of rising imports call for domestic reforms that foothold in a market that values scale and reliability. 
momentum the partnership needs.incentivise innovation and good practices.Forestry and 

Cardio-metabolic diseases: 
A burden that can’t just be 

sweated off

Trinco story travels a long way

New Zealand trade deal: Positive way forward, address concerns too

Richard Doll was a famous British epidemiologist. 
Along with Richard Peto, a brilliant Oxford 
statistician, he led a long-term study of thousands 
of British doctors to identify factors which 
impacted their health. The study, which started in 
1951, carefully documented deaths and analysed 
them by cause and age. It showed that half of all 
regular smokers were killed by their tobacco 
habit. Half of those deaths occurred in middle 
age. On average, regular smokers lost about 10 
years of their life expectancy compared to non-
smokers. Deaths occurred mainly from 
cardiovascular disease and a variety of cancers. 
Stopping smoking before the age of 30 years 
averted a majority of these premature deaths.

This study catalysed public policy interventions for 
tobacco control worldwide. The World Health 
Organization’s Framework Convention on 
Tobacco Control and India’s own tobacco control 
legislation emerged in 2003. Craving for 
nicotine, which is as addictive as heroin or 
cocaine, requires a determined effort for 
cessation. Such efforts are countered by the 
tobacco industry, which attempts to retain 
nicotine addicts in its grasp by luring them with 
novel products such as e-cigarettes and nicotine 
pouches.Reducing the risk of avoidable mid-life 
mortality became a major goal of public health 
experts, who directed their attention to 
modifiable risk factors like tobacco consumption 
(in any form), unhealthy diets, physical 
inactivity, uncontrolled hypertension and poorly 
managed diabetes. Doll made the case for 
impactful public health and clinical interventions 
which reduce the risk of premature death by 
succinctly stating, “In old age death is inevitable, 
but death before old age is not.” He lived to be 92, 
proving his point.

Delaying death should not be the only goal of 
public health. Death may come late but disease, 
damage and disability should not come long 
before. It is, therefore, necessary to adopt a life 
course approach to promote policies which 
prevent acquisition of risk at a young age 
(childhood and adolescence), early detection of 
risk factors and their effective control in young 
and middle-aged adults, coupled with clinical 
care of manifest disease to avert fatal outcomes 
and reduce disability at all ages.

Cardio-metabolic diseases (CMDs) are presently 
the leading cause of death, globally and in India. 
They encompass a cluster of diseases 
characterised by disordered glucose and lipid 
metabolism, resulting in damage to blood vessels 
in different parts of the body and multiple organ 
dysfunction which can manifest as acute life-
threatening emergencies or chronic prolonged 
deterioration of health. Coronary heart disease 
(heart attacks) and stroke (paralytic brain attacks) 
are the most prominent disorders in this group 
along with diabetes. Peripheral vascular disease 
(which can lead to gangrene of limbs), fatty-liver 
disease and vascular dementia are among others 
now featuring in the expanding cluster of 
CMDs.For a variety of reasons, Indians are 
especially vulnerable to such diseases. 
Physiological adaptation to poor intrauterine and 
early-childhood malnutrition makes them 
vulnerable to ‘rebound adiposity’, as they gain 
access to more food in later years. Low skeletal 
muscle mass makes them more insulin resistant 
and glucose intolerant, leading to many millions 
affected by diabetes and pre-diabetes.Fat 
accumulation in and around abdominal organs 
(visceral adiposity) is especially dangerous, as it 
stokes rampant inflammation, scorching blood 
vessels and scarring many organs. Lack of 
physical activity ensures that the muscles remain 
insulin resistant. Smoking too increases insulin 
resistance, as do unhealthy fats in the diet. 

The marriage of IoT and AI is a transition that dwarfs the original Internet’s impact

Harbour and Port as penned by former Sri Lankan The Gulf War has at least had one positive effect -- the The Tamil question over the years has been relegated to 
Admiral Ravi Wijegunaratne, who noted that the Dutch, creation of larger strategic oil reserves. One of the most ‘Tamil aspirations’; this is true even for those in the 
French and British colonial powers contested significant measures is the Trincomalee (Trinco) Oil political doldrums especially after the political mauling 
Trincomalee because it was the gateway to the Bay of Tank Farms project in Sri Lanka. Languishing since of the fractured Tamil parties in the Northern Province, 
Bengal. British admiral Lord Nelson described Trinco as 1987, the development of the Trinco Energy Hub is now considered a Tamil stronghold for decades. NPP won 
“the finest and deepest harbour in the world”. In 1935, on the anvil, to be connected with multi-purpose three of nine seats in Jaffna districts, topping the vote 
the British built 100 oil tanks with impregnable pipelines and power grids between the two countries. In share for the first time; remarkably, a non-Tamil national 
Manchester steel, with the capacity to hold 1 mn tonnes a smart diplomatic move, New Delhi sent Vice-President alliance had won seats in Jaffna. The Tamil National 
of petroleum, long enough for six months of strategic CP Radhakrishnan, who also happens to be Tamilian, to Alliance, which at one time had 16 seats, is today reduced 
petroleum reserve.For Sri Lanka, Trincomalee is a Sri Lanka recently, in what was the first bilateral visit by to 12 seats. (Back In 1977, Tamil United Liberation Front 
‘national asset’. In the past, several trade unions and any Vice President to Sri Lanka, raising the protocol was the main opposition party with 18 seats.) Provincial 
political parties have protested energy cooperation with from the customary contact of Foreign Minister elections have not been held for seven years but there is 

Jaishankar who last visited Colombo in no indication they will be held anytime 
December 2025.The Radhakrishnan soon. While Dissanayake has been 
call was significant for three reasons: it telling Tamils that the new Constitution 
focused on transforming Trinco as an will address the “Tamil question”, 
energy hub; it helped revive the “Tamil Radhakrishnan informed Tamil leaders 
question”; and it embedded India’s that he had discussed the issue with his 
strategic stature as first responder in Sri Lankan interlocutors.

Certainly, the Tamils have genuine reasons India’s neighbourhood. Like the 
to be upset with Sinhala majority rulers, landslide political victory of the 
whether they belong to the Left or the Rashtriya Swatantra Party in Nepal, Sri 
Right. The Tamils point out that the spirit Lanka’s left-wing National People’s 
of the India Sri Lanka accord, which was Power party stormed into power in 2024 
a treaty between two countries -- which decimating traditional parties, including 
guaranteed under a proposed 13th the once-strong Tamil bloc.

President Anura Kumara Dissanayake a Amendment equality between Tamil and 
former Marxist from the Janatha Sinhala, opening the door to a federal 
Vimukthi Peramuna (JVP) party, which model of power sharing and devolution 
in the 1980s had opposed the 1987 within a ‘united, undivided and 
India-Sri Lanka Accord, has recognised indivisible Sri Lanka”-- has not been 
Delhi’s preeminence in the region and implemented.

The late Tamil leader, R Sambanthan, had highlighted its Neighbourhood First 
said: “India has special duty in ensuring policy by recounting India’s crucial 
the resolution of the Tamil question”. interventions: the economic crisis in 
But no longer do Indian leaders even 2022; the financial lifeline that followed 
mention the implementation of the 13th the crisis of debt; and relief during 
Amendment or talk about reconciliation cyclone Ditwah. Radhakrishnan said 

India, seeing it as a ceding of sovereignty. That’s why, that followed military excesses during the Eelam war. India will stand with Sri Lanka’s “ successes and 
despite several agreements and MoUs, none could Admittedly, Colombo has built a memorial to uphold the struggles like an affectionate elder brother”, a term that 
fructify. The three decade-long Tamil Eelam war didnt sacrifices of 1257 Indian Peace Keeping Force soldiers rebounded in Nepal. In its election manifesto NPP had 
help. who facilitated the ultimate defeat of LTTE, back in 1990.said : Trinco oil tank farms will be renovated with 

In 2003, Indian Oil Corporation signed a 35-year lease to Traditionally, Sri Lankan leaders used to say: “We look to support of a friendly foreign country.Last month, with 
develop 15 oil tanks, with an annual payment of $ India for our security and China for economic growth”. Radhakrishnan and Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri 
100,000. Sri Lanka Oil Corporation utilises 16 tanks for After the 2022 economic meltdown and debt crisis, the flanking him, Sri Lanka Foreign Minister Vijitha Herath 
fuel storage, offshore bunkering and has rented three to tables have been turned, especially after India provided called the Trinco project a permanent solution to the 
Prima Flour Mill Singapore for water storage. the $4 billion financial lifeline.developing energy crisis in the Indian subcontinent, 
Radhakrishnan discussed the renovation of oil tanks and whilst referring to the ongoing war in the Persian Gulf. Still, the Trinco Energy Hub is breaking news. Colombo’s 
laying of a multi purpose oil transfer pipeline between Misri, earlier Deputy High Commissioner in Colombo, Daily Mirror , a premier newspaper, described it as 
Karaikal/Chennai to Trincomalee. A solar power project briefed the media in Colombo on several bilateral follows on April 22: “It is no longer a matter of strategic 
is also under construction in Sampore in Trinco. The iron matters, including the Trinco Energy Hub.It will be vision but how urgently it can be executed”.
is hot for the Trinco Energy hub to be finally executed.instructive to recall the strategic importance of Trinco 

Languishing since 1987, the Trinco Energy Hub will be connected with multi-purpose pipelines and power grids between Sri Lanka and India.

decided, unilaterally, who may use it to patch constitutes the National Critical Information billion transactions a month.Two, an Indian AI Safety In the ‘Sauptika Parva’ of the Mahabharata, after the war at 
themselves. Infrastructure Protection Centre (NCIIPC), but confers Institute, with statutory backing and the technical Kurukshetra, Ashvatthama and Arjuna each unleash the 

Anthropic’s Project Glasswing’s 40-odd early-access no evaluation power over foreign-trained models. The apparatus to conduct independent capability, jailbreak Brahmashirastra, a weapon of such totality that Vyasa 
firms include Apple, Microsoft, Google, J P Morgan, DPDP Act of 2023 addresses personal data, not frontier- and agentic-behaviour evaluations. Not another himself must intervene. Arjuna, at Krishna’s counsel, 
Goldman Sachs, Cisco, CrowdStrike and the Linux advisory body. An institute with teeth.withdraws his. Ashvatthama cannot, and in bitterness 
Foundation. Eleven of the named partners are American. Three, live red-team capacity at CERT-In and NCIIPC, turns his towards the womb of Uttara. The sequence is 
The only non-US door opened has been to the UK. The running frontier-model-generated exploits against the instructive. Certain divyastras were withheld because 
European Commission has met Anthropic three times critical information infrastructure sectors already their release would unmake the world, and the danger 
and not been given the model. Germany’s BSI has notified (power, banking, telecom, transport, strategic lay not in the weapon alone but in the asymmetry of 
received briefings, not access. Canada’s finance minister public enterprises) rather than producing compliance those who held it.In 2019, OpenAI announced that a 
has compared the threat to a closure of the Strait of checklists.Four, a mandatory Software Bill of large language model it had trained was too dangerous to 
Hormuz. The Bank of England’s governor has said Materials (SBOM) for every critical information release. It was GPT-2. It was released within months. 
Anthropic may have “cracked the whole cyber-risk infrastructure operator, on the lines of US Executive Seven years on, the same warning has returned, and this 
world open”.India has no seat at this table. India’s Order 14028 of May 2021, with machine-readable time the warners are harder to dismiss.On April 7, 
scheduled commercial banks, NPCI’s UPI rails, the core SBOMs deposited with NCIIPC. Without an SBOM, a An th rop ic—now va lued  a t  rough ly  $800  
banking stacks of public-sector lenders, GSTN, bank hearing that Mythos has found a FreeBSD zero-billion—declared its latest model, Claude Mythos, 
DigiLocker, FASTag, state load-despatch centres and day cannot tell whether it runs FreeBSD, and “substantially beyond” anything previously trained. 
CBDT servers run on precisely the commodity operating where.Five, revision of the RBI Cyber Security CEO Dario Amodei decided against a general release. 
systems and browser runtimes in which Mythos has Framework for Banks of June 2016. Its 30-day The UK’s AI Security Institute, the only non-US entity model dual use. CERT-In’s directions of April 2022 
identified flaws. It was reported on April 22 that the patching window for critical vulnerabilities is obsolete. granted access, confirmed that Mythos completed a 32- mandate 6-hour incident reporting, but are silent on pre-
Reserve Bank is reduced to consulting the Federal For zero-days of CVSS 9.0 or above (indicating critical step simulated cyber intrusion no prior model had incident model evaluation. MeitY’s AI advisories are, 
Reserve and Bank of England about a model it cannot severity of vulnerability, the highest risk level), the accomplished.nthropic claims Mythos has identified well, advisory.Third, time. Anthropic itself expects 
examine. NPCI is attempting to secure early access and standard should be 72 hours, with direct regulatory severe ‘zero-day’ security flaws across every major comparable models to proliferate, including to less 
is being told that the servers are American and that local- reporting and secondary escalation to CERT-In. The operating system and web browser, including a flaw that safety-conscious open-source labs, within 18 
data testing in foreign jurisdictions is not feasible. Securities and Exchange Board’s parallel framework for had evaded detection for 27 years, and others in Unix- months.What is to be done? Several concrete measures, 
Britain’s worst-case bank-hack modelling, published market infrastructure institutions requires the same family systems including FreeBSD. CrowdStrike each of them overdue. One, statutory evaluation access. 
before Mythos existed, described direct debits failing, upgrade.claimed that AI-enabled cyberattacks were up 89 The IT Act should be amended (whether by a new 
rents and wages unpaid, ATMs frozen, point-of-sale percent in 2025, and the average time between initial Six, a diplomatic track. The India-US Initiative on Critical dedicated provision or by an extension of CERT-In's 
payments rejected at petrol stations and a run beginning access and malicious action has fallen to 29 minutes, a and Emerging Technology (iCET) already covers AI powers under Section 70B) to require any frontier-
on rival lenders.The challenges for the Indian 65 percent acceleration over the 2024 average. cooperation on paper. Frontier-model safety evaluation model developer offering commercial services in India 

access should be folded into its operative agenda, not left government are of three kinds. First, access. The That is the controversy, shorn of dramatisation. A private to submit the model for capability and misuse evaluation 
to the next ministerial communiqué. A parallel proposition that a private corporation may decide who is American firm has built an autonomous agent capable of by a designated national evaluator, on the AI Safety 
mechanism with the UK, given its privileged access, is permitted to defend themselves is one no sovereign chaining multi-step intrusions—privilege escalation, Institute’s template. No evaluation, no licence to 
more urgent. This is a bilateral question ex ante, not a should accept.Second, regulatory scaffolding. The IT lateral movement, exfiltration—against the commodity operate. The UK, a jurisdiction of almost 70 million, 
multilateral aspiration ex post.Seven, liability. Section Act of 2000 was drafted when broadband penetration in software stack on which the world’s banks, hospitals, secured such access in under two years. India has 1.4 
43A of the IT Act, India was below 1 percent. Section 70A of that Act power grids and payment systems rest. It has then billion, and a payments system processing over 18 

Building resilience against Mythos brahmastra

The risks of a trade deficit in the face of rising imports call for domestic reforms that incentivise innovation and good practices
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The Sikh Times
Maligaon, 02nd May: In a significant

step towards enhancing railway safety
and adopting modern technology,
Northeast Frontier Railway has
signed a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) with Indian
Institute of Technology Guwahati for
the development and deployment of a
plug-and-play fleet-wide onboard
vibration IMU-GPS event camera sys-
tem. The system is designed as a
plug-and-play on-board solution,
allowing easy installation across loco-
motives and coaches without major
modifications, thereby enabling fleet-
wide deployment. It uses advanced
Inertial Measurement Unit (IMU)
sensors along with GPS technology to
continuously monitor track conditions with
high accuracy. The system also incorpo-
rates event-based camera technology to

detect and analyse track abnormalities in
real time. This will enable continuous map-

ping of track defects across the railway net-
work and generate real-time alerts, allowing
immediate response to potential safety

risks. The collaboration aims to leverage
the research expertise of Indian Institute of

Technology Guwahati to develop a scal-
able and cost-effective solution. It will
facilitate predictive and condition-based
maintenance, reducing dependence on
manual inspections and helping prevent
failures before they occur. The initiative
will improve operational efficiency, reli-
ability and passenger safety, while sup-
porting the broader vision of data-driv-
en and technology-enabled infrastruc-
ture management. The project also pro-
motes the development of indigenous
technology through strong collabora-
tion between Indian Railways and aca-
demic institutions. The partnership
marks an important step by NFR
towards modernizing railway infrastruc-

ture and strengthening safety systems
through innovation and real-time monitor-
ing.

NFR Signs MoU with IIT Guwahati for Real-Time
Rail Safety and Smart Monitoring Technology
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Children
networks cause stress to 

The  capital is clearly feeling the heat, what 
with a spurt in the number of people being 
rushed to hospital with exhaustion, 

A
lot of research has shown 
the significance of social 
relationships in influencing 

adult human behavior and health, but 
children's perception of their social 
networks correlates with stress and 
how it may influence development is 
still untapped.
A research team from the University of 
Missouri has determined that children 
and adolescents physically react to 
their social networks and the stress 
those networks may cause.

dehydration or nausea.
Doctors spoke to said that while prolonged 
exposure to sun was the main cause of such 
conditions, diabetics were susceptible even more. 
The worst time to step out in this heat would be 
between 12 noon and 3pm, they said.
Doctors advise heavy intake of fluids to avoid 
dehydration.
Dr Rommel Tickoo, senior consultant (internal 
medicine) Max Hospital, Saket, said 2-3 people 
were consulting him in OPD daily over complaints 
of nausea, headache and weakness. "These are the 
classic symptoms of heat exhaustion. I haven't 
come across any heat-stroke case, though," Tickoo 
said.
Safdarjung Hospital, too, had reported a rise in 

cases of fever and headache linked to increased 
body temperature.
A doctor said: "Heat cramps and exhaustion are 
common among labourers or sales executives 
who are outdoors during the hottest part of the 
day ."
Drinking enough water, the doctors said, could 
help ward off heat-related illnesses. Also, one 
should avoid a sudden change in temperature. 
Dr Anoop Misra, chairman, Fortis C-Doc, said 
people with pre-existing illnesses, for example 
diabetes, were highly vulnerable to heat-related 
ailments as they were already on medications 
that interfered with body's cooling system. "Hot 
weather leads to a decrease in blood pressure 
and a change of medication is required in 
patients suffering from hypertension, heart 
disease and diabetes," he added.
Early symptoms of a heat stroke are weakness, 
dry tongue and cramps.
Sweltering heat can affect the skin too, if 
precautions, such as appropriate clothing and 
application of sunscreen, are not followed. 
Fungal allergies are also common during 
summer because of excessive sweating.

Scientists believe that the quality and size 
of the social relationships nurtured in 
ch i ldhood  may  have  impor tan t  
physiological consequences for physical 
and mental health for youth.
Researcher Mark V. Flinn said that 
cortisol and salivary alpha-amylase are 
secreted in response to outside pressure or 

 fit bod

Today, the gym is not the only 
place that you can visit to shed 
some pounds or stay in shape. 
Now, there are a number of 
whacky workouts that aren't 
just fun — they're effective too! 
So, get your workout clothes 
out of the closet and take your 
pick from one of these unusual 
workouts...

- Cardioke, which comprises 
doing cardio while singing 
loudly (cardio + karaoke), is 
another unusual fitness trend 
that is finding a lot of takers. 
The idea is to associate lyrics 
with certain workout moves.

- The FitWet bike is a 
combination of a hot tub 
attached with an exercise bike. 
While your torso remains 
above the water level, your butt 
and legs are submerged as you 
pedal away. The underwater 
workout is said to do wonders 
for your legs.

- AcroYoga is said to improve 
your flexibility and strength. It 
is a mixture of yoga and partner 
acrobatics. In this, you perform 
certain yoga postures while you 
balance on your partner. 

- PiYo is an amalgamation of 
yoga and pilates, and works on 
burn ing  f a t ,  improv ing  
f l e x i b i l i t y  a n d  
b u i l d i n g  
muscle. Since 
i t  d o e s n ' t  
focus on high 
i m p a c t  
movement
s,  i t  is  
ideal for 
t h o s e  
who are 
prone to 
injuries.

- Always 
wanted to try 
pole dancing 
b u t  w e r e  
apprehensive 
about giving it a 
s h o t ?  G i v e  
Polga a try. 
Polga is the 
combination 
o f  p o l e  
d a n c i n g  
a n d  

Blazing summer raises 

Fever pitch

Social 

tension. A part of the autonomic nervous 
system, release of cortisol in the system 
is quick, unconscious and can be 
measured in saliva; therefore, measuring 
cortisol is a good indicator of stress in the 
body.
He added that the typical physiological 
response to stress is the release of 
hormones like cortisol into the system.
In the study, the researchers wanted to 
explore the association between 
children's personal social networks, as 
well as perceived social network size 
and density with biomarkers like 
cortisol and alpha-amylase that can 
indicate levels of stress in youth.
Flinn said that using the data they have 
collected they found out children who 
were stressed about the size and 
density of their perceived social 
networks had elevated anticipatory 
cortisol levels and responded by 
secreting more alpha-amylase.
The study appears in the journal 
Social Neuroscience.

Children
networks cause stress to 

Social 

Unusual 
workouts 

for a

yoga, said to boost your 
strength and open up your 
joints, apart from improving 
coordination.

- While the Paleo diet has its 
takers, did you know about the 
Paleo fitness regime? The 
workout involves different 
ways in which you can build 
your strength, which include 
carrying heavy items, hanging 
from branches and running.

- Miley Cyrus has made 
twerking so popular that now 
there are actually classes that 
offer this style as a workout. 
Because of its high-intensity 
cardio moves, twerking is an 
effective way to tone your 
thighs, abdomen and butt. Just 
ensure you don't hurt your 
back though.

- Fancy doing an aerial 
workout? Aerial silk is 

gett ing increasingly 
popular in the city and 
comprises using a 
long piece of fabric 
that is hung from the 
ceiling to perform 
acrobatic moves. It 
h a s  n u m e r o u s  
benefits,  which 
include improving 
your motor skills, 
s t r e n g t h ,  

endurance and 
coordination

.  T h e  
workou t  
i s  great  

for  your 
s h o u l d e r s ,  

backs, chest, 
arms and legs and 

even  inc reases  
mental alertness.

Unusual 
workouts 

for a

 fit bod
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