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PM Modi to make brief stop in
UAE before heading to Europe

The planned stopover comes
months after UAE President
Sheikh Mohamed hin Zayed Al

and follows sustained high-level
engagement hetween the two

countries. Ajit Doval and External Affairs Minister S

Jaishankar had both travelled to the UAE,
signalling New Delhi’s continued diplomatic
outreach to the Gulfnation.

During his meeting with the UAE President,
Doval had reviewed the Comprehensive
Strategic Partnership and discussed regional
security and energy concerns.

The talks, attended by Crown Prince Sheikh
Khaled bin Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan,
reflected shared anxieties over regional stability
amid ongoing geopolitical tensions, including
uncertainty around US-Iran engagements and
disruptions in the key energy corridor of Strait of
Hormuz.

Jaishankar’s visit reinforced the growing salience

New Delhi.(Agency)

mid heightened geopolitical churn in
West Asia and shifting global energy

dynamics, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi is likely to make a stopover in the UAE in
mid-May en route to a four-nation European tour.
The wvisit highlights the growing strategic
importance of India-UAE ties at a time of
regional uncertainty.

The planned stopover comes months after UAE
President Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al
Nahyan’s visit to India in January and follows
sustained high-level engagement between the
two countries.In April, National Security Adviser

in bilateral ties despite a complex and evolving
regional landscape. India’s outreach had also
extended to Saudi Arabia, highlighting a
broader effort to maintain balance and secure
strategic interests across the Gulf.

The UAE’s evolving regional posture, including
its exit from OPEC (Organization of the
Petroleum Exporting Countries) and reported
frictions over oil policy, has added another layer
of complexity. Differences with Saudi Arabia,
alongside shifting alignments involving
Pakistan and the United States, are reshaping
energy and security equations in the
region.Against this backdrop, India-UAE
cooperation has gained greater urgency,

particularly in ensuring stable energy supplies.

While energy remains central, the bilateral
relationship has expanded significantly under the
Comprehensive Strategic Partnership
framework.The UAE is currently India’s third-
largest trading partner and second-largest export
destination, with exports exceeding $36.6 billion
in 2024-25. India, in turn, is the UAE’s second-
largest trading partner.Both sides are targeting
$200 billion in bilateral trade by 2032, with a
diversified basket that includes petroleum

products, gems and jewellery.

India leads in information technology, Pak in
international terrorism: Rajnath Singh

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh sharply criticised Pakistan for its ongoing support of

terrorism, calling it the epicentre of international terrorism.

—i
New Delhi.(Agency)

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh launched a sharp
attack on Pakistan on Thursday, saying the
neighbouring country has consistently supported
terrorism and emerged as an epicentre of
“international terrorism.”

Drawing a contrast between India and Pakistan,
both of which gained independence at the same
time, Singh said, “We have seen that countries like
Pakistan have consistently supported terrorism.
While India is known worldwide for its
Information Technology, Pakistan has come to be
regarded as the epicentre of another ‘1T’ -
International Terrorism.” Our military industrial
complex has proven that it is not only for the

period of peace, but it is also prepared for rapid
supply during wartime. We were even threatened
with a nuclear attack, but we did not fall for that
bluff," the Defence Minister added.

World-class sports stadium coming up on 4.38 acres in
Satouj, youth to receive professional training: CM Mann

The Sikh Times

SANGRUR; 30th April: Punjab
Chief Minister Bhagwant Singh
Mann on Thursday laid the
foundation stone of a ?14.63

um will have a 200-meter athletic
track, pavilion for spectators and
players and a multipurpose indoor
sports hall.” Highlighting the wide

¢  range of facilities being creat-
ed, the Chief Minister stated,

steering youth towards purpose,
performance, and global achieve-
ment, while building a healthier
Punjab. Calling it a historic day for

crore modern sports stadium in 1 “Sports facilities like
Sangrur, setting the tone for a | Badminton, Handball, Judo,
decisive push to transform Netball, Basketball,
Punjab’s youth landscape Volleyball, Football,

through sports, health, and dis-
cipline. Positioned as both an
infrastructure upgrade and a
social intervention, the world- .
class facility coming up on 4.38
acres in Satouj will offer profes- g
sional training and host a wide &%
range of sports including ¥
Badminton, Handball, Judo,
Netball, Basketball, Volleyball
Football, Gymnastics, Kabaddi and
Karate. Pushing sports as a direct
counter to the drug menace, CM
Bhagwant Singh Mann under-
scored that expanding access to
quality playgrounds alongside
strong education systems is key to

Gymnastics, Kabaddi, Karate

and others will be provided
in the stadium.” He further
added, “In this stadium pro-
fessional training opportuni-
ties will be provided to chil-
dren and youngsters, and
with this development, the
area will emerge as a sports
hub.” Emphasising the impor-
tance of balanced development, he
said, “When there is a good school
for education and a proper ground
for sports, a child can bring glory
to their village, state, and country
on the global stage.”

the region, CM Bhagwant Singh
Mann said, “It is a historic day for
the region as this stadium is com-
ing up at a cost of ?14.63 crore.
This stadium will be constructed
over an area of 4.38 acres, and the
complex will host various sporting
activities.” He added, “The stadi-

-

Speaking at the ANI National Security Summit 2.0
in New Delhi, Singh also said India had halted
Operation Sindoor, which came as India's
response to the deadly Pahalgam terror attack last
year, voluntarily and on its own terms and was
prepared for a prolonged conflict if required.

"During Operation Sindoor, we precisely targeted
those who had attacked us. And I want to clarify
here again that we didn't stop this operation
because our capabilities had diminished. We

stopped it voluntarily, on our own terms, and if

necessary, we were fully prepared for a long war,"
Singh said.He said the Army, Navy and Air Force
had acted together under one plan, showing that
India’s military power no longer operated in silos

Constitutional cowboy: Pawan Khera fires
at Himanta Biswa Sarma in defamation row

New Delhi.(Agency)

The Supreme Court of India on
Thursday reserved its judgment on a
plea filed by Congress leader Pawan
Khera seeking anticipatory bail in a
defamation case lodged by Assam
Chiefl Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma’s
wife, Riniki Bhuyan Sarma.

A bench of Justice JK Maheshwari
and Justice Atul Chandurkar heard
Khera’s plea challenging the
Gauhati High Court’s order that
rejected his anticipatory bail
application. ;

Senior Advocate Abhishek Manu
Singhvi, appearing for Khera,
described the case as
“unprecedented” and argued that the
apprehension of arrest was reinforced
by public statements made by the
Assam Chief Minister. He said he could
not read some remarks in court as they
contained “unprintable” words.
Singhvi criticised Sarma’s comments,
stating that “Dr Ambedkar would turn
in his grave” if he saw a constitutional

Yogi Adityanath asks SP, Congress to
apologise for not supporting
Women's Reservation Bill

office holder speaking like a
“constitutional
“constitutional Rambo.”

Singhvi argued that the case centred on
allegations of defamation and
reputational damage and did not
warrant

interrogation. He said Khera was a
public figure, not a flight risk, and
available for questioning. He
questioned the need for what he called

“humiliation
interrogation,”
Assam police personnel reached
Khera’s Nizamuddin residence “as ifhe
is a terrorist.”

|
Yogi further alleged that the Congress, Sumajwadi Party and
the INDIA bloc are consistently attempting to ensure that the
Women's Reservation Amendment Act is not implemented
under any circumstances.

S

New Delhi.(Agency)

UP Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath on Thursday said that if the
Samajwadi Party and the Congress have the moral courage, they
should take part in discussions during the special session of the state
assembly and apologise for not backing a bill in the Lok Sabha that
would have enabled the implementation of the Women’s Reservation
Law.

Speaking to reporters before the one-day special assembly session, the
UP CM said that a detailed discussion would be held on various
issues, including the Narendra Modi government's introduction of
the Constitution Amendment Bill for implementation of the
Women's Reservation Law in the Lok Sabha, and the resistance
meted out to it by opposition parties such as the Samajwadi Party and
the Congress.

"I appeal to all members of the legislature party to participate in this
discussion. If the Samajwadi Party and the Congress have moral
courage, they should take part in the discussion and clarify why they
did not support the Constitution Amendment Bill."

Adityanath said, "If members of the Samajwadi Party and the
Congress feel that their leaders were wrong, it is their responsibility
to apologise, or support the condemnation motion that will be
introduced in the special assembly session today."

Accusing the Samajwadi Party of being a "habitually anti-women
party that changes colours like a chameleon," he claimed that during
its rule, there was a common saying that "daughters shudder when
they see a Samajwadi Party member.”"The country was aware of the
anti-women conduct of the Samajwadi Party and the Congress, but
they had an opportunity to remove this blot from their image by
supporting the amendment to the Nari Shakti Vandan Adhiniyam.
But they have missed that opportunity,” the chief minister said.

He further alleged that the Congress, Samajwadi Party and the INDIA
bloc are consistently attempting to ensure that the Women's
Reservation Amendment Act is not implemented under any
circumstances.In the special assembly session being held on
Thursday, the state government will bring a condemnation motion
against opposition parties for not allowing the passage of the
Constitution Amendment Bill in the Lok Sabha.

~ Bihar government removes
Sanjay Gandhi’s name from Patna
zoo, dairy technology institute

New Delhi.(Agency)

The BJP-led Bihar government has renamed the
Sanjay Gandhi Biological Park in Patna as "Patna
Zoo" and the Senjay Gandhi Institute of Dairy
Technology as the "Bihar State Institute of Dairy
Technology", decisions taken at a cabinet meeting
chaired by Chief Minister Sumrat Choudhary on
Wednesday.

The zoo, named after late Congress leader Sanjay
Gandhi, son of former prime minister Indira
Gandhi, was opened in 1973 and is spread over 153
acres, housing more than 800 animals across over
110 species.

The Sanjay Gandhi Institute of Dairy Technology,
an ICAR-cccredited institute established by the
state government in 1980, offers BTech and MTech
programmes in dairy technology. Among the other
61 decisions taken in the Cabinet meeting was the
allocation of Rs 23,165 crore for the
‘Mukhyamantri Vidyut Upbhokta Schayta
Yojana', under which power consumers in the state
get 125 units of free electricity every month.

Additional Chief Secretary of the Cabinet
Secretariat Department, Arvind Kumar

cowboy™ or

arrest or custodial

through custodial
adding that 50-70

Union Railway Mmlster Ashwini Vaishnaw flags off direct Vande Bharat semce between Srinagar-Jammu

—— SRINAGAR.(Agency)
The expansion of the Union Railway Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw on
N p_. Thursday flagged off the first direct 20-coach
train service to Vande Bharat train service from Jammu Tawi
. . railway station to Srinagar, linking the Kashmir
Srmagar will not OIIIY Valley with the national rail networkUnion MoS
benefit local PMO Dr Jitendra Singh, Chief Minister Omar

Abdullah, BJP Rajya Sabha MPs Satpal Sharma
and Ghulam Ali Khatana were present on the
occasion,

The direct train service will now provide modern
and rapid connectivity between Jammu and
Kashmir. With the start of Srinagar-Jammu rail
services, passengers would be able to travel
directly from Srinagar to Jammu without
interruptions. The direct rail service will provide
a reliable, affordable and all-weather transport
option, reducing dependence on the frequently

commuters but will
also make travel
smoother and more
pleasant for tourists
visiting Kashmir and
devotees traveling to

Srinagarat 11:10

The train service will be operated through two
pairs of trains (26401/26402 and 26403/26404).
Train No. 26401/26402 will run six days a week,
with the exception of Tuesdays. It will depart
from Jammu Tawi at 06:20 am and arrive in

the 'Kavach'

dim.

2:00 pm (14:00 hrs) and reach Jammu Tawi at
6:50 pm (18:50 hrs).

The second train—Train No. 26403/26404—will
also run six days a week, with the exception of
Wednesdays. Departing from Srinagar at 8:00
am, it will arrive in Jammu at 12:40 pm; on its
return journey, it will depart from Jammu at 1:20
pm(13:20 hrs).This train will make scheduled
stops at Shri Mata Vaishno Devi Katra (SVDK)
station in Reasi and Banihal.

According to Senior Divisional Commercial
Manager, Uchit Singhal,
Express will offer passengers a world-class
travel experience. It features amenities such as

safety system for passenger

security, a GPS-based information system, and
comfortable rotating seats. This service will not

only reduce travel time but also provide a

Chaudhary, said the allocation will enable the
Power Department to provide subsidies to
consumers during the current financial year.

The scheme was announced in July last year by then
chief minister Nitish Kumar, and was seen as one
of several welfare measures that helped the ruling
NDA return to power in the assembly elections
held a few months later.

The cabinet also approved Rs 104 crore for the
establishment of degree colleges under the 'Saat
Nischay-3' programme in 208 blocks that
currently do not have such institutions."A total of
9,152 teaching and non-teaching posts will be
created for these colleges. Each institution will also
receive Rs 50 lakh for renovation of provisionally
identified buildings and other expenses to begin
academic sessions, ' Chaudhary said.

The government also approved the establishment of
a Centre of Excellence for the treatment of persons
with gutism. Land for the facility has been

the Vande Bharat

——

massive boost to the local economy and
tourism,” he said.

Vaishno Devi. disrupted Srinagar-Jammu national highway as

well as boost tourism and trade activities.
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earmarked in Patna's Gardanibagh area.

On its return journey, it will depart from Srinagar at
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C News box D)
Woman chased, attacked by

Firemen on strike, roadways staffers and

monkeys in Faridabad; sparks
panic among locals

Gurgaon.(Agency)

A woman was injured after being attacked by a group of
monkeys in the NIT area of Faridabad on Monday
morning, triggering panic among residents and
renewing concerns over the growing monkey
menace.The incident took place around 10am on
April 28 when the woman was walking through a
residential lane towards her home.According to
locals, a monkey suddenly chased her, and as she
tried to flee, it clung to her clothes. Within moments,
other monkeys in the area surrounded her and joined
the attack.

As the woman screamed for help, she lost her balance
and fell on aramp outside a house while attempting to
escape. Residents rushed out after hearing the
commotion. One of them picked up a stone and tried
to scare away the monkeys, following which the
animals dispersed, allowing the woman to be
rescued.

A resident said, “The number of monkeys in the area
has increased significantly and attacks on women and
children have become frequent.” He added that fear
has gripped the locality, with many residents hesitant
to step out of their homes.Locals alleged that
repeated complaints to the municipal corporation
have not led to any concrete action. “The situation is
worsening by the day, but authorities have remained
unresponsive,” the resident added.

Noida allows schools to revert
to normal timings from April

Noida.(Agency)

After gusty winds and light rain on Wednesday
brought relief from the scorching heat recorded
earlier this week, the basic education department has
issued an order stating that CBSE schools in Noida
can revert to normal school timings from April 30 for
classes nursery to VIIIL.

The earlier order, issued on Sunday, shifted school
timings from 8am to 2pm to 7.30am to 12.30pm in
response to soaring temperatures that crossed 42
degrees Celsius earlier this week.

“The order was issued for CBSE schools, including
private institutions, due to heatwave conditions.
Since the weather has improved, schools can now
resume normal timings,” Noida’s basic education
officer Rahul Panwar said, adding that govt schools
will continue with the 7.30 am to 12.30 pm school
timings.

District inspector of schools Rajesh Kumar Singh
confirmed that the rollback also applies to classes IX
to XII.The reversal comes a day after a delegation of
parents met district magistrate Medha Roopam to
protest the reduced school hours. Parents argued that
the revised schedule was disrupting academic
learning and creating difficulties for working
families.

A parent from Greater Noida West, Manish Kumar,
said, “The shortened timings have been affecting our
children’s academic progress and have been creating
challenges for working parents. Schools already lose
significant teaching days due to summer and winter
vacations, weekends, pollution-related closures, fog,
heavy rain and heatwave alerts.”

Fire incidents surge
threefold as summer sets
in

Ghaziabad.(Agency)

The onset of summer is typically accompanied by a sharp
rise in fire incidents, driven by high temperatures, dry
conditions and increased electricity usage.

Data from the fire department shows a steady upward
trend in recent months in Ghaziabad, with cases rising
from 79 in Jan to 97 in Feb, 128 in March and 286 in
April (till April 29), taking the total to 580 incidents so
far this year.

On Thursday afternoon, a massive blaze swept through
the Kanawani slum cluster in Indirapuram, reducing
more than 150 jhuggis to ashes. At least 50 gas cylinders
exploded, triggering panic and forcing residents to flee
in a stampede-like situation. The fire also spread to a
nearby dog shelter in Kanawani village, which housed
more than 70 sick and stray dogs. Seven dogs were
killed, while others were rescued by fire and police
teams.

The fire department has identified 42 buildings —
including residential complexes, hospitals and hotels —
as unsafe due to non-compliance with fire safety norms.
Earlier inspections between 2017 and 2022 flagged 51
such buildings; nine have since upgraded their systems,
while legal proceedings against the remaining 42 are
ongoing.

In the first week of April, the department also issued 150
notices to high-rise societies, hospitals and hotels,
directing them to obtain no objection certificates
(NOCs) and upgrade firefighting equipment following
inspections.

Chief fire officer Rahul Pal said most summer fires are
linked to heat-induced electrical stress. “Around 90%
of incidents are caused by short circuits in homes,
industries and other establishments. During summer,
the use of fans, coolers and air conditioners increases
significantly, putting excess load on electrical systems.
This leads to overheating, sparking and eventually
fires,” he said.

He added that vehicle fires also rise during this period due
to electrical faults and ignition of fuel vapours. Methane
emissions from waste are another risk factor, as they can
easily catch fire in high temperatures.Officials have
urged residents to follow basic precautions, including
using ISI-marked appliances, opting for copper wiring
and switching off electrical devices.

The weather department said maximum

The man, Surendra, a resident of

homeguards called in for help in Gurgaon

=g

Gurgaon.(Agency)

For three weeks, 182 contractual firemen,
including 46 from Haryana Kaushal
Rozgar Nigam, have been on an
indefinite strike in the city. Across
Haryana, the number of such firemen on
strike is over 2,000. This has left the fire
department in the city to work with only
around 45 regular staffers to respond to
30 distress calls on an average daily
across seven fire stations in Sector 29,
Sector 37, Bhim Nagar, Udyog Vihar,
Manesar, Pataudi and Sohna.

The fire department is banking on 51
Haryana Roadways drivers to drive fire
engines, and civil defence volunteers,
home guards and fire staff of private
companies such as DLF, Haldiram, Hero
and M3M, who are accompanying
regular personnel to fire sites. They are
being trained at the Sector 29 fire station,
along with civil defence volunteers.

The strain has become visible through a
series of incidents. On April 21, a fire

Pre-dawn
minimum

Gurgaon.(Agency)
After Wednesday’s storm-driven relief

from scorching heat, IMD has forecast M

more thunderstorm activity across
Haryana, Chandigarh and Punjab over
the next few days, with a yellow alert
warning of thunderstorms, lightning and
gusty winds at isolated places.

temperatures are unlikely to see major
changes over the next 24 hours but are

expected to rise gradually by around 2 to &+

3 degrees Celsius over the subsequent
three days before falling again by 2 to 3
degrees thereafter.

On Wednesday, Gurgaon recorded a sharp

cooling trend after overnight rain and
gusty winds,

tender driven by a substitute driver £ z&ou

went out of control and crashed into

the wall of a house in Yamunanagar,

injuring a home guard seated beside
him. On April 26 in Sirsa's Ellenabad,
a fire tender driven by a Haryana
Roadways driver hit a motorcycle
near Panchmukhi Chowk and crushed
it, though the rider escaped. A day
later, in Faridabad's Sector 15A, a
home guard suffered injuries requiring
15 stitches after a heavy fire pipe fell on
his foot during an operation. On April 10,
farmers in Hisar blocked a road to protest
the fire department's delayed response
after their crops were damaged in a blaze.
The strike extends across Haryana and has
paralysed routine firefighting
operations. The protesting firemen are
demanding X1 crore compensation in
case of accidental death, a govt job for
one family member, and martyr status for
those who die in the line of duty, on par
with benefits given to policemen.

showers cool

Twenty-two days after the strike began,
Haryana govt has yet to open talks with
protesters, who say they will not return to
work till their demands are met.

The crisis has exposed two simultaneous
battles in Haryana this summer — one
against rapidly spreading fires and
another within the firefighting system
itself, where a prolonged labour protest
has pushed an already fragile network to
the edge.

The unrest traces back to a Feb 16 blaze at
Shiv Steel Company and Kalkaji
Lubricants in Faridabad. The fire
claimed six lives, including firemen

Gurguon

’remperu’rure falls 5°C
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temperature dropping to 21 degrees
Celsius at the Gurgaon AWS station and
the maximum settling at 35.4 degrees
Celsius, down 2.6 degrees from the
previous day.

with the minimum Across Haryana, average maximum

temperatures fell by 1.7 degrees and
remained 1.9 degrees below normal,
reflecting the broader impact of western
disturbance-driven weather activity.

According to IMD’s seven-day forecast,
thunderstorm and lightning accompanied
by gusty winds of 40 to 50 kmph are
likely at isolated locations across
Haryana and Chandigarh on April 30,
May 2, May 3, May 4 and May 5. No
warning has been issued for May 1. The
forecast indicates partly cloudy skies
with intermittent thunderstorm and rain
episodes are likely to persist, preventing
an immediate return to the extreme heat
seen earlier this week when temperatures
in parts of NCR crossed 42 degrees
Celsius.

Stepfather strangles teen to death in
Noida, then files missing plaint

Noida.(Agency)
Accused of leering at her 14-year-old
stepdaughter, a 45-year-old man brutally
assaulted the girl, strangled her with a
piece of rope and left the body in a sack
on a deserted stretch of Yamuna
Pushta Road last week. Then he did
what he thought would buy him
time—walked to a police station
and filed a missing person
complaint, claiming the girl had not
returned home after being sent to
buy milk.

Jewar’s RR Colony, was arrested
on Tuesday after the initial probe
revealed he had been repeatedly
censured by the family for staring
at Anjali, his stepdaughter from his
fourth marriage.

Barely a month before he killed her,

Anjali’s grandmother had travelled from
Delhi to confront him after the 14-year-
old complained he had been leering at her
and that she no longer felt safe in his
home. He was told to behave. He did not.

According to police, on April 20 morning,

when Anjali told her mother she wanted
to go back to Delhi to live with her
grandmother, Surendra made his move.
While his wife was still resting, he took

the girl out in his e-rickshaw on the
pretext of running an errand, drove her to
an empty plot half a kilometre from their
home, assaulted her and strangled her
with a rope. To conceal the body, he

stuffed it into a sack, packed other sacks

with sand to mimic a delivery load and

drove to a deserted stretch of Yamuna

Pushta Road between Kanigadhi and

Jewar Khadar, where he dumped the body
in the bushes.

He returned home a few hours later.
When his wife asked about Anjali, he
feigned ignorance. The couple spent
the rest of the day searching for her.
The next morning, Surendra walked
into Jewar police station with his wife
and filed a missing person complaint
claiming Anjali had not returned after
being sent to buy milk around 11 am
the previous day. A case under
Section 137(2) (kidnapping) of the
BNS was registered, and teams were
formed to trace her.

The investigation turned quickly as
police analysed CCTV footage from

the area. One of the clips showed Anjali
with him on April 20 morning, the last
time she was seen. Police said when
confronted with the footage, Surendra
broke down.

Ranveer and Bhavi Chand and police SI
Ravi, and left 37 people with burn
injuries.

Ranveer was hurled into the air and
slammed against a fire tender parked
outside. Bhavi Chand was trapped
inside, crawled out with severe injuries,
and then collapsed. Three policemen,
including SI Ravi, were also caught in
the blast. Ranveer, Bhavi Chand and

Ravi later died during treatment. For

many in the department, the tragedy

marked a breaking point.

Senior officers said this arrangement has
slowed response times and complicated
operations. Most volunteers are not
trained to enter burning structures, which
limits rescue efforts. A request made on
April 7 for 150 home guards was rejected
because they were already deployed for
law and order duties with police. Fire
officers said operating fire tender
systems such as the "power takeoff,"
used to control.

No explosives found after
threat emails trigger security

sweep in Gurgaon schools

GURGAON.(Agency)

A security sweep was carried out across
several schools in the city on
Wednesday after bomb threat emails
triggered panic among students,
parents and school authorities.

At least 10 schools in the city including
Suncity, HDFC, Amity and Shriram
received hoax email threats at around
8:33 PM on Tuesday morning.

After the email was received, students
were evacuated from the school
buildings.

Police said it swung into action soon
after the alerts surfaced, deploying
teams from local police stations along
with dog squads, bomb disposal
squads and other specialised units to
the affected campuses. “Extensive
checks were conducted across school
premises, including classrooms,
buildings and adjoining areas.” an
officer said.

Officials said no suspicious person or
explosive material was found during
the searches.The incident led to
heightened security measures, with
schools activating emergency
protocols and authorities ensuring the
safe dispersal of students. Police
maintained a strong presence in and
around educational institutions during
the operation.

Senior officers said multiple teams are
examining the emails and treating the
matter with utmost seriousness. Cyber
experts have been roped in to analyse
the messages, verify their authenticity
and trace their origin to identify those
behind the threats.

Police said the overall law and order

situation remains under control and
urged residents not to panic or spread
rumours.
Citizens have been asked to
immediately inform authorities if they
notice any suspicious activity, with
officials assuring that surveillance on
both physical locations and online
platforms has been intensified.

Haryana to conduct flood mock drill on May 14 across
13 vulnerable districts mcludmg Gurgaon and Faridabad

Gurgaon.(Agency)
Haryana will conduct a state-level
flood mock drill on May 14 across
13 vulnerable districts, including
Gurgaon and Faridabad, to
strengthen disaster preparedness
ahead of the monsoon.

The exercise is being organised by the

revenue and disaster management
department in coordination with the
National Disaster Management
Authority (NDMA) under the

202627 mock exercise calendar, |

financial commissioner Sumita
Misra said.

The drill will be carried out in three

stages. The first stage will be an
orientation and coordination
conference, which will be held via
video conference on May 6. This will
be followed by a tabletop exercise on
May 12, where various response
scenarios will be discussed and
strategies tested. The final phase, a
full-scale field drill, will take place
on May 14 with participation from all
concerned agencies.

The exercise will cover Gurgaon,

Ambala, Faridabad, Fatehabad,
Kaithal, Karnal, Kurukshetra,
Panchkula, Panipat, Palwal, Sirsa,
Sonipat and Yamunanagar. These
districts have been identified based
on their vulnerability to flooding due
to recurring waterlogging or their
proximity to rivers and canals.
Officials said that despite not being

Officials said the

near any river or canal, Gurgaon
experiences frequent waterlogging
during rains, leading to flooding of
roads and residential areas.

drill will assess
disaster management plans and
standard operating procedures at the
state, district and departmental
levels.

It will also focus on defining the roles

of stakeholders under the incident
response system and strengthening
coordination among,.
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Farmers will not face any shortage of water for irrigation . . . ...

The Sikh Times

SANGRUR; 30th April:
Punjab Chief Minister
Bhagwant Singh Mann on
Thursday laid out a com-
prehensive roadmap for
sustainable agriculture and
long-term water conserva-
tion, calling upon farmers
across Punjab to shift deci-
sively towards canal-based
irrigation and reduce
excessive dependence on
groundwater. Interacting
with villagers during his
visit to his native village,
CM Bhagwant Singh Mann
underlined that Punjab’s
future is inseparably tied to
its water resources and that
preserving them is both an
urgent necessity and a col-
lective responsibility.
“Punjab’s very existence is
intrinsically linked to its
water, and preserving it is
not merely a policy priority
but a moral responsibility,”
CM Bhagwant Singh Mann

said, while announcing that
canal water will be made
available from May 1 itself
for the upcoming paddy
season, marking a signifi-
cant shift from convention-
al irrigation schedules. He
added, “This is the first
time in Punjab’s history
that canal water is being
released from May 1 to
benefit farmers ahead of
the paddy sowing season.”
Highlighting the scale of
the initiative, CM
Bhagwant Singh Mann said
that 21,000 cusecs of water
has already been released
into the canal network to
facilitate early irrigation.
“We are committed to
ensuring that every single
drop of water is conserved
and utilized efficiently,” he
stated. Reaffirming
Punjab’s rights over its
water, CM Bhagwant Singh
Mann said, “Punjab has nei-
ther shared any water with

World-class sports stadium
coming up on 4.38 acres in
Satouj, {outh to receive

professiona

training: CM Mann

Contd.........Front page

Reaffirming the Punjab Government’s focus on youth
development, CM Bhagwant Singh Mann said, “It is a
matter of immense pride and satisfaction that the Punjab
Government is successfully providing world-class facili-
ties for education and sports.” He added, “This project
will help in further breaking the backbone of drugs by
fostering sporting culture in the state, and it will help in
channelizing the unbounded energy of youth of state in a
positive manner.” He further noted, “Such stadiums will
play an important role in helping the youth stay away
from the curse of drugs and in order to encourage the
youngsters to realize their dreams of winning medals in
national and international sporting events.” Sharing a few
snippets on X, CM Bhagwant Singh Mann stated, “Today,
the foundation stone was laid for a modern sports stadi-
um in my ancestral village Satouj, to be built at a cost of
?14.63 crore. Spread across 4.38 acres, this stadium will
give new wings to the dreams of our youth. Equipped
with world-class facilities such as a 200-meter athletic
track and an indoor hall, this complex will prove to be a
milestone in taking children of the region to the interna-
tional stage. The government is fully committed to build-
ing a drug-free and healthy ‘Rangla Punjab’ through edu-

cation and sports.”

(BEDAKHAL)
I, SARFRAZ ALAM declare as under
that | disowned my daughter's SHEE-
BA from my all movable/immovable/
Patrick properties/ assets for her wrong
behaviour. | shall not be held responsi-
ble for any kind of acts done by her in
money or transactions and police cases
and criminal activity illegal/legal and
property purposes in the future. That
she debarred from entering my premis-
es situated at 2/B, DARGAH KUTUB
MADAR, | P ESTATE, NEAREST
VIKAS MINAR, ITO, NEW DELHI-
110002.

PUBLIC NOTICE

It is for general information that I,
ARJUN CHAND S/o MAHABIR
CHAND KUMAI R/o 8A/177, D.D.A.
JANTA FLAT, NEAR SUBHASH
MARKET, TRILOK PURI, EAST
DELHI, DELHI-110091, declare that
name of my father and mother has
been wrongly written as MAHAVEER
CHAND and KAUSHALYA DEVI in
my 10th and 12th Class Educational
Documents, Passport No.
W5180129 and name of my father
has been wrongly written as
MAHAVEER CHAND in my Aadhaar
Card No. 4774 1768 3862, Pan Card
No. AUMPC8747Q, Driving License
No. DL-0720150214348 and Voter ID
Card No. TAX1845295. The actual
name of my father and mother are
MAHABIR CHAND KUMAI and
KAUSALIYA, which may be amend-
ed accordingly.

PUBLIC NOTICE

This is for notice of the general public
that a political party is proposed to be
registered by the name of *DESH
PRATHAM PARTY*. The office of the
party is located at SHOP NO. 19,
SECTOR-12, RK.PURAM, NEW
DELHI-110022. This party has sub-
mitted application to the Election
Commission of India, New Delhi for
its registration as political party under
Section 29A of The Representation of
the People Act, 1951.Name and
Address of the bearers of the Party
as follows:

PRESIDENT: RAJESH KALIA, R/O
SHOP NO. 19, SECTOR-12, RK.
PURAM, NEW DELHI-110022.
GENERAL SECRETARY: HARSH
DEVGAN, R/O PLOT NO. 70, 2ND
FLOOR, POCKET 21, SECTOR-24,
ROHINI, DELHI-110085.
TRESURER: SUBHASH NAGPAL,
R/O K-1, NAVBHARAT APART-
MENT, A-4, PASCHIM VIHAR, NEW
DELHI-110063.If anyone has any
objection to the registration of “DESH
PRATHAM PARTY* (name of the
proposed Party) they may send their
objection with reasons thereof, to the
Secretary (Political Party) Election
Commission of India, Nirvachan
Sadan, Ashoka Road, New Delhi-
110001 within 30 days of the publica-
tion of this notice.

NAME CHANGE

I, Om Prakash Sejwal s/o
Yasbir Singh R/o F-104, Bank
Street, Lado Sarai, South
Delhi-110030 have changed
my name to Om Parkash for
all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, Anupama W/o Om Parkash
R/o F-104, Bank Street, Lado
Sarai, South Delhi-110030
have changed my name to
Anupama Sejwal for all future
purposes.

NAME CHANGE

I, Siddiqui Areeb Asgar S/o
Asgar Siddiqui R/o 6354, 3rd
Floor, Ishwari Prasad, Bara
Hindu Rao, Delhi-110006,
have changed my name to
Areeb Siddiqui for all future
purposes.

NAME CHANGE
1, Sidra W/o Asgar Siddiqui R/o
6354, 3rd Floor, Ishwari
Prasad, Bara Hindu Rao, Delhi-
110006, have changed my
name to Sidra Musharraf
Siddiqui for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, Krishan Kumar Soni S/o
Ajay Kumar Soni R/o 3/351,
Dakshinpuri Extn, Dr
Ambedkar Nagar, Delhi-
110062 have changed my
name to Krishna Kumar Soni
for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
|, Naresh S/o Mohan Lal R/o
16/299-D, Dakshinpuri
Extension, Dr Ambedkar
Nagar, Delhi-110062 have
changed my name to Naresh
Kumar for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, ANIL MATHUR S/o RAM
NIVAS MATHUR R/o G-169,
MAIN ROAD, 3RD PUSTA
JAGJEET NAGAR, GARHI
MENDU, DELHI-110053. have
changed my name to ANIL.

PUBLIC NOTICE

This is to inform you that Mrs. Pooja
/ Mr. Aaditya intend to purchase a
portion on the third floor with roof
rights (front left portion) of the built-
up property bearing No. B-58-59
(Old Plot No. 60), admeasuring
83.61 sq. mtrs., out of Khasra No.
30/5, situated in the revenue estate
of Village Pansali, abadi known as
Block-B, Deep Vihar, Delhi-110042,
from Mr. Suresh Kumar Malhotra.
The original owners of the property
were Mr. Om Parkash, Mr. Zile
Singh, and Mr. Sathir, as per rev-
enue records, who transferred the
same to Mr. Som Pal Singh through
a notarized GPA, ATS, and Will
dated 23.10.1989. Thereafter, Mr.
Som Pal Singh transferred the prop-
erty to Mr. Ram Anuj Tiwari and Mr.
Rama Pati Tiwari through a nota-
rized GPA, ATS, and Will dated
13.01.1990. Subsequently, they
transferred the property to Mr.
Suresh Kumar Malhotra through a
notarized GPA, ATS, and Will dated
21.08.2009. Thereafter, the DDA
executed a Conveyance Deed (PM-
UDAY) dated 28.03.2026 in favour
of Mr. Suresh Kumar Malhotra.
Accordingly, Mr. Suresh Kumar
Malhotra is the absolute and lawful
owner of the aforementioned prop-
erty. The property is free from all
kinds of litigation, encumbrances,
liens, charges, or claims. Please
also note that the said property is
proposed to be financed by Bajaj
Housing Finance Ltd., Ghaziabad
Branch, Uttar Pradesh. If any per-
son(s) objection & regarding subject
property, then kindly may submit
his/her objection within 07 days
from the date of the Notice in writ-
ing. The said objection may be kind-
ly sent to the undersigned by way of|
the Registered Post on the address
given below and by E-mail. failing
which, the claim as per aforesaid
shall be treated as null and void in
respect of the subject property.
[ASHWANI KUMAR]
Advocate
Chamber No. 122,
Tehsil Compound,
Ghaziabad, U.P.
kumar2021ashwani@gmail.com

other states nor allowed
any flow towards Pakistan,
ensuring that the entire
allocation is utilized for the
benefit of our farmers.” He
pointed to the alarming
depletion of groundwater
due to decades of over-
extraction and stressed the
need for an immediate shift
in approach. “Groundwater
is a precious and finite
resource that must be pre-
served for future genera-
tions. The time has come
for a collective shift in
mindset. Canal water is not
just an alternative, it is the
sustainable  future of
Punjab’s agriculture,” CM
Bhagwant Singh Mann
said, urging farmers to
reduce reliance on tube-
wells. Detailing the govern-
ment’s efforts, CM
Bhagwant Singh Mann
said, “Since March 2026,
76,700 crore has been spent
on irrigation projects
across Punjab, with approx-
imately 14,000 kilometers
of pipelines and water-
courses laid to ensure effi-
cient water distribution and
minimize losses.” He added
that before the current
paddy season, an additional
4,000 kilometers of water-
courses and 3,000 kilome-
ters of pipelines will
become operational. “The
21,000 cusecs of water
being released will also
help test these systems,
identify bottlenecks, and

address deficiencies. The
scale of this infrastructure
development is unprece-
dented and reflects our
commitment to mod-
ernising Punjab’s irrigation
network,” CM Bhagwant
Singh Mann said.
Underscoring the magni-
tude of the effort, the Chief
Minister noted, “The vol-
ume of water being
released is equivalent to
two Bhakra canals, which
will provide immense relief
to farmers and significantly
reduce dependence on
groundwater.” He further
added that the initiative will
aid groundwater recharge
through dedicated
schemes, ensuring long-
term sustainability. “It is
not just about the current
crop cycle, it is about secur-
ing the future of Punjab’s
agriculture and ensuring
that coming generations
inherit a  sustainable
ecosystem,” he said.
Expressing a deep personal
connection, the Chief
Minister said, “This is my
village, my people. I know
everyone here personally,
and that makes this visit
even more special.” He
appealed directly to vil-
lagers, stating, “Do not
extract excessive ground-
water through tube-wells.
Every drop saved today will
safeguard our tomorrow.”
Highlighting further meas-
ures, CM Bhagwant Singh
Mann said that groundwa-

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I,
SACHIN CHAND S/o MAHABIR
CHAND KUMAI R/o 8A/177, DDA
JANTA FLAT TRILOKPURI, CHILLA
SARODA, KHADAR, PO: PATPAR-
GANJ, DIST: EAST DELHI, DELHI-
110091, declare that name of my
father and mother has been wrongly
written as MAHAVIR CHAND and
KAUSHALYA DEVI in my 10th and
12th Class Educational Documents
and name of my father has been
wrongly written as MAHAVIR
CHAND in my Aadhaar Card No.
7117 3128 7931, Pan Card No.
AZKPC1161, Driving License No.
DL0720150214349, Voter ID Card
No. TAX2044534. The actual name
of my father and mother are
MAHABIR CHAND KUMAI and
KAUSALIYA, which may be amend-

ed accordingly.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice is hereby given on behalf of|
Shri Ajay Yadav to inform to the
public at large that Smt. Usha
Yadav is purchasing the Residential
Plot No. 21-B, measuring 25 sq.
yards i.e. 20.90 sq. mtrs, Khasra
No. 161, situated at Keshav Nagar
Colony, village Behta Hajipur,
Pargana and Tehsil Loni, District
Ghaziabad, U.P from Smt. Umesh
who owned the said property vide
Sale Deed dated 26.06.2025
(Document No.11949) executed by
Shri Sunil and same will be financed
& mortgaged by Hinduja Housing
Finance Ltd., Branch-Loni. That,
Original Regd. GPA (Doc No. 1551),
ATS and WILL dated 01.11.2010
executed by Jaan Mohammad in
favour of Shri Phool Singh in
respect of the said property are not
available/lost. So, to comply the
requirements of BANK/NBFC, we
give this public notice that if any
Person having any type of
claim/right/title/interest/creating
mortgage over the said property,
may inform in writing, at the address
mentioned below, about his objec-
tions, within 7 days from today, fail-
ing which it shall be presumed that
the said property is free from all
type of Encumbrances, lien etc.
Advocate Abhishek Singh
B-82, Ground Floor,
DLF Dilshad Extn.-Il,
Bhopura, Ghaziabad, U.P.-201005
Mobile: 7706007066, 9310370510
Email:
advabhisingh1993@gmail.com

NAME CHANGE

| AMITA D/O BHAGWAN DAS
GUPTAR/OA-8,2ND FLOOR
STREET NO 26, NEAR AHIN-
SA DHAM BHAGWAN
MAHAVIR MEDICAL CENTER,
MADHU VIHAR , I. P. EXTEN-
SION, P.O. LAXMI NAGAR
DELHI- 110092 have changed
my name to AMITA RANI
BANSAL Permanently for all
Future purpose

NAME CHANGE

|ARNAV AGRAWAL S/O MANOJ
KUMARR/O 58 -A, STREET NO
2,1ST FLOOR (BABA BALAK
NATH MANDIR) KRISHNA
NAGAR, SAFDARJUNG
ENCLAVE, DELHI- 110029 have
changed my name to ARNAV
AGARWAL Permanently for all
Future purpose

NAME CHANGE

| MOHAMMAD MAZAHR S/O
MOHAMMAD ATHAR R/O B-
509, STREET NO 13/6 SUB-
HASH VIHAR NORTH
GHONDA DELHI-110053
have changed my name to
MOHD MAZHAR Permanently
for all Future purpose

NAME CHANGE

| GOURI SHANKAR S/O KUNJI
LAL R/O PLOT NO -77 -D KH
NO -106 /1 SWARN PARK
MUNDKA DELHI -110041 have
changed my name to GAURI
SHANKAR Permanently for all
Future purpose

MODIFICATION OF BULK
HEAD WAGON

Tender Notice No.: MECH-RNY-
01-2026-27, Dated: 28-04-2026;
E-Tender are invited by the
undersigned for the following work;
Tender No. 1; Brief Description of
Item: Modification of Bulk Head
Wagon of End Unloading Rakes
(EUR). Advertised Value:
%9,88,840/-; Earnest Money
% 19,800/-; Date & time of closing/
opening of tender at 13:00 hrs. on
20-05-2026. For complete information
alongwith the tender document of
above e-tender will be available in
website http://lwww.ireps.gov.in.
Sr. DME, Rangiya
NORTHEAST FRONTIER RAILWAY

SIGNAL & TELECOM WORKS
IN LUMDING DIVISION

E-Tender No.: SNT-04-LMG-
2026-27; Dated: 28-04-2026; E-
Tender are invited by the

undersigned for the following
work; Name of work : Provision
of digital 25W VHF set along with
voice logging facility of VHF
Radio Communication for
Capacity Development on
Railway safety in Lumding
Division. Tender Value:
%4,71,40,581.78/-; Bid Security:
%9,42,800/-; Date & time of
closing of tender at 15:00 hours
and opening at 15:30 hours on
20-05-2026.Complete information
alongwith the tender document of
above e-tender will be available
in the website www.ireps.gov.in

DSTE, Lumding

@ NORTHEAST FRONTIER RAILWAY

Serving Customers With A Smile

OHE NON-CORE ACTIVITY
WORK AT KATIHAR DIV.

E-Tender Notice No. EL_TRD_02_26-
27 Dated: 28-04-2026. E-Tenders
are invited by the undersigned for
the following works: Bid No. EL_
TRD_02_26-27. Name of work: OHE
Non-core activity work in Arrariya-
Galgalia Section under jurisdiction of
Kaliyaganj OHE depot of Katihar division
for a period of 24 months. Tender Value:
31,07,44,399.64/-. Earnest Money:
%2,03,700/-. Date & time of closing
tender: At 15.00 hrs. & opening at
15.30 hrs. on 20-05-2026. The complete
information with tender documents
of above e-Tender will be available
upto 15.00 hrs. on 20-05-2026 in
www.ireps.gov.in

Sr. DEE/TRD/Katihar

g/

t

)

| Serving Customers With A Smile

NORTHERN RAILWAY

Tender Notice

Invitation of tender through E-Tendering (E-Procurement Systems)

N.L.T. No. [ 02/26-27/WE

Name of work with its location

(A) [Provision of wooden flooring, false ceiling, tiles, doors, painting etc. in rooms/halls
at 4th and 5th floor in Rail Bhawan and Renewal of certification (Indian Green
Building Council Gold Rating) of Rail Bhawan Building, New Delhi in the section of

SSE/W/RB under ADEN/E-III.
Approx. cost of work (A) Rs.36654172.56
EMD amount (A) Rs.733100.00

Completion period of work

(A) 06 Months

Date and Time for submission of
tender and opening of tender

Closing date of tenderon 21.05.2026
at15:00 hrs.

Website particular notice board
location complete details of tender
can be seen and address ofthe

office from where the tender form can
be purchased etc.

Above tender available on website i.e.

No: 128-W/269/0.E.T/NIT No.02/26-27/WE/Dated:-29.04.2026 1451/2026

www.ireps.gov.in E*ME
E%

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

ter recharge points have
been established at inter-
vals of every 20 meters
along canal networks to
enhance natural replenish-
ment of underground water
reserves. On the legislative
front, CM Bhagwant Singh
Mann described the pas-
sage of the Jaagat Jot Sri
Guru Granth Sahib Satkar
(Amendment) Bill, 2026 as
a historic step. “This law
ensures stricter punish-
ment for acts of sacrilege
and sends a clear message
that any attempt to dese-
crate sacred texts will not
be tolerated under any cir-
cumstances,” he said. He
added, “Such acts are not
merely crimes against reli-
gion but offenses against
humanity, often aimed at
disturbing peace and har-
mony.” “With this law in
place, those found guilty
will face exemplary punish-
ment. It will act as a
strong deterrent and
ensure that such heinous
acts are not repeated,”
CM Bhagwant Singh
Mann stated, while reaf-
firming that the teachings
of Sri Guru Granth Sahib
Ji continue to guide socie-

ty towards righteousness
and unity. Announcing
another major reform,
CM Bhagwant Singh
Mann said, “The Punjab
Government has taken a
historic decision to shift
high-tension electricity
wires passing through
agricultural fields under-
ground.” He informed that
the project is currently in
the execution phase and
will soon begin as a pilot
initiative. “This will elimi-
nate risks to human life,
prevent crop damage, and
remove constraints on
agricultural operations. It
will be a game-changer
for farmers,” CM
Bhagwant Singh Mann

NAME CHANGE

| Punam Devi W/o Pardeep
Yadav, R/o C - 49, Block B, badli
village, Libas Pur, North West
Delhi, Delhi 110042 have
changed my name to Poonam
Yadav for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
|, Satish Kumar S/O Sultan
Singh R/O h NO-113, Village
Chakkarpur Gurgaon 122002 1,
Have Changed My Name To
Satish Yadav

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE is hereby given to public at
large on behalf of my client Rukmani
Gupta, Deepak Bansal, Puran
Gupta in respect of Upper ground
floor back side RHS Portion without
roof rights of Built-up Property bear-
ing no. B-36-A, area measuring 50
sq. yds., i.e. 41.81 sq. mtrs., Out of|
Total area measuring 200 sq. yds.,
Out of Khasra no. 47 & 39, Situated
in the revenue estate of Village
Bindapur, Delhi State Delhi, Colony
known as Subhash Park, Uttam
Nagar, New Delhi-110059 claiming
to have undisputed ownership. Now
my client intends to sell the proper-
ty in which SMFG India Home
Finance Company Limited will pro-
vide the financial assistance If any
person(s) has/have any objection(s)
or claim(s) with respect to the right,
title or interest in the said property
may please contact us within Seven
days from the date of this notice on
the number & address mentioned
herein below, failing which my
client(s) shall not be held responsi-
ble in any manner whatsoever.
Khaitan & Khaitan
Plot No. 100 ,1st floor
Okhla Phase lIl, New Delhi
Ph. No: 011-49774545

said, adding that the pilot
will begin from his native
village, covering around
413 tube-wells and 1,100
electricity poles spread
across 2,000 acres.
Reiterating the broader
vision, CM Bhagwant
Singh Mann said, “Our
goal is clear, to empower
farmers, conserve natural
resources, and build a
prosperous and sustain-
able Punjab. Every deci-

NAME CHANGE

I MAHINDER SINGH S/O
NANDAN SINGH R/O House
Number-56 A, Kumar Enclave,
Shiv Puri Part-2, Najafgarh,
Dindar Pur, South West Delhi,
Delhi-110043 have changed
the name of my minor son
HARSITH aged 8 years and
he shall hereafter be known as
HARSITH BISHT.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as NIMA
DEVI W/O NANDAN SINGH
R/O House No-56A, Kumar
Enclave, Najafgarh, Dindar
Pur, South West Delhi, Delhi-
110043 have changed my
name and shall hereafter be
known as NEEMA DEVI.

sion taken by the Punjab
Government is guided by
the welfare of our people
and the legacy we leave
for future generations.”

NAME CHANGE

| Hardeep Singh S/o Harvinder
Pal Singh Lamba, Flat no A37,
Delhi Citizen CGHS Plot no 24
Sector-13, Rohini Delhi, 110085
have changed my name to
Hardeep Singh Lamba for all
future purposes.

NAME CHANGE

| Harvinder Singh Lamba S/o S.
Maluk Singh, R/o Flat No A37,
Delhi Citizen CGHS Plot no 24,
Sector-13 Rohini, Delhi, 110085
have changed my name to
Harvinder Pal Singh Lamba for
all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE

| Vaishali Sandeep Kadecha

W/O: Sandeep Kadecha, R/o B-
41, Gujrat Apartment,
Pitampura, Pitampura,
PO:Saraswati Vihar, DIST North
West Delhi., Delhi, 110034 have
changed my name to Vaishali
Kadecha for all future purposes.

PUBLIC NOTICE

| Mahi D/O Ajayvir singh Sikandra
rao road , Chiyayal. Chirayal mau
Hathras. Uttar pradesh. 204215.
Undertake that | mahi change my
name Rudransh And Gender as
male. | mahi HENCEFORTH BE
KNOWN AS Rudransh S/O Ajayvir
singh. THE ABOVE STETMENT
MADE BY ME IS TRUE AND COR-
RECT TO THE BEST OF MY
KNOWLEDGE AND BELIFE. IF ANY
LEGAL ISSUE ARISES IN THIS
REGARD AT ANY STAGE, | WILL
BE PERSONALLY RESPONSIBLE
FOR THE SAME AND THE SOME
AND THE DEPARTMENT OF PUB-
LICATION WILL NOT BE LIABLE AS
FOR ANY CONSEQUENCES ARIS-
ING THERE FROM.

NAME CHANGE

| PRIYA' ANAND W/0 Punya
Gupta R/0 B-22/A 2nd Floor
Kailash Colony Greater kailash
New Delhi 110048 Changed my
name to PRIYAANAND GUPTA
NAME CHANGE

I VARSHA D/O NARESH
KUMAR R/O B-49 GALI NO-4
SOUTH DELHI GANESH
NAGAR SHAKAR PUR BARA-
MAD EAST DELHI 110092
HAVE CHANGED MY NAME
TO VARSHA KANOJIA

) NORTHEAST FRONTIER RAILWAY|

STORES E-PROCUREMENT

E-tenders are invited by the undersigned for the following work:

1. E-Tender No.: NB245942A, Dated: 28-04-2026; Item Description: 60 KVA Transformer
750V/415V, 3-phase, 4 wire vector configuration STAR-STAR to RDSO Specification NO.
RDSO/PE/SPEC/AC/0080 - 2007 (Rev. 2). [Warranty Period: 30 Months after the date of
delivery] Qty.: 15 Nos. PL Code (Group): 47200110; Earnest Money: ¥68,150/-.

2. E-Tender No.: NB265329, Dated: 28-04-2026; Item Description: Supply, Installation
and commissioning of DV test bench with digital pressure gauge and timer as per Escort
Drg. No. 3KB3308B, Make/Brand - Escort. [ Warranty Period: 30 Months after the date of
delivery]. Total Qty.: 01 Nos; PL Code (Group): 659011090142; Earnest Money: 354,040/-;

3. E-Tender No.: NB265374, Dated: 28-04-2026; Item Description: (1) DUMP VALVE
WITH WIRE HARNESS (3.5 METER) TO ESCORTS DRAWING NO. 1J112000024. [Warranty
Period: 30 Months after the date of delivery].
331601300211; (2) CONNECTOR FOR DUMP VALVE (MALE) AS PER ESCORTS DRG
NO:-1J112000035 [Warranty Period: 30 Months after the date of delivery]. Total Qty.: 96
Nos; PL Code (Group): 331602150075; (3) JUNCTION BOX TO ESCORTS PART NO.
1J112000013 [Warranty Period: 30 Months after th e date of delivery]. Qty.: 107 Nos; PL
Code (Group): 331602280025; (4) X2 Card Connector as per Escorts Limited part No.
1J112010788 of WSP System for LHB Coaches [Warranty Period: 30 Months after the
date of delivery]. Qty.: 12 Nos; PL Code (Group): 331605940048; (5) JZV CARD FOR
WSP OF LHB COACHES ESCORTS TO DRG. NO. 3EB 8242/1 OR LATEST. [Warranty
Period: 30 Months after the date of delivery]. Qty.: 15 Nos; PL Code (Group):
331614700014; (6) CONNECTOR FOR SPEED SENSOR AS PER ESCORTS Drawing
No0.1J112000036 [Warranty Period: 30 Months after the date of delivery]. Qty.: 121 Nos;
PL Code (Group): 331618290013; (7) JFP Card for WSP System of LHB Coaches Escorts
to Drg. No. 3EB8242/6. [Warranty Period : 30 Months after the date of delivery]. Qty.: 15
Nos; PL Code (Group):331622530023; (8) JOP CARD FOR ESCORTS MAKE WSP SYSTEM
OF LHB COACH AS PER ESCORTS KOBOTA LIMITED DRAWING NO. 3EB8242/4 OR
LATEST [Warranty Period: 30 Months after the date of delivery]. Qty.: 22 Nos; PL Code
(Group): 331622560039; (9) CPU Card for WSP of LHB coaches to Escorts drg. No. 3EB
8242/5 [Warranty Period: 30 Months after the date of delivery]. Qty.: 20 Nos; PL Code
(10) JIO CARD FOR WSP SYSTEM OF LHB COACHES AS PER
ESCORTS DRG. No. 3EB8242/3. [Warranty Period: 30 Months after the date of delivery].
Qty.: 17 Nos; PL Code (Group): 331627840014,
DRG. NO 1J112010178. [Warranty Period: 30 Months after the date of delivery]. Qty.: 13
PL Code (Group): 331629360032; (12) XI Card Assembly to Escorts Drg. No-
1J112010177 [ Warranty Period: 30 Months after the date of delivery.]. Qty.. 14 Nos; PL
Code (Group): 331635700015; (13) Speed Sensor along with 2 Mtr Cable with Milgrade
Connector Drg No.1J112000023(New) [Warranty Period: 30 Months after the date of
PL Code (Group): 331635720014; (14) Wire harness for WSP
(14 Mtr) with connector as per Escorts Part No. 1J112000042 [Warranty Period: 30 Months
after the date of delivery]. Qty.: 16 Nos; PL Code (Group): 331635730019; (15) Connector
for Wire Harness (WSP) to Escorts Drg No.1J112000037 [Warranty Period: 30 Months after
PL Code (Group): 331635780011; (16) Complete
WSP system to RCF set list MPESCWSPLHB to RCF PL No.- 335008665. Qty.: 5 Nos; PL
331638640017;
part.no.1J11201078700 of WSP system for LHB coaches [Warranty Period: 30 Months
PL Code (Group): 331639320020; (18) DUMP
VALVE WITH WIRE HARNESS (7.5metre) confirming to ESCORTS Drawing. No:
1J112000043 [Warranty Period: 30 Months after the date of delivery]. Qty.: 50 Nos; PL
Code (Group): 331645350025; (19) Wire harness for WSP (27 mtr) with connector
1J112000044. [Warranty Period: 30 Months after the date of delivery]. Qty.: 12 Nos; PL
Code (Group): 331650220021; (20) JZP CARD to ESCORTS Drg.NO.3EB 8242/2 or
Latest Amendment Make Escorts [Warranty Period: 30 Months after the date of delivery].
PL Code (Group): 335005230017; (21) JOP CARD FOR WSP OF LHB
COACHES MAKE: ESCORTS KUBOTA LTD. TO DRG. NO.3EB8242/4. [Warranty Period:
30 Months after the date of delivery].
Earnest Money: 37,45,280/-;
NB265376, Dated: 28-04-2026; Item Description: (1) Cable Assembly
to KBI part no. STN45026 [ Warranty Period: 30 Months after the date of delivery]. Total
Qty.: 85 Nos; PL Code (Group): 330600860076; (2) DUMP VALVE GV12- ESRA TO KBI
PART NO 1164108/0090024 [ Warranty Period: 30 Months after the date of delivery]. Total
Qty.: 194 Nos; PL Code (Group): 331500210587; (3) Set of Connectors to KBI Part No-
STN 38149 [ Warranty Period: 30 Months after the date of delivery]. Qty.: 17 Nos; PL
Code (Group): 331600700059; (4) POWER SUPPLY PBO0O3A to KBl PART NO. STN25089
[Warranty Period: 30 Months after the date of delivery]. Qty.: 135 Nos; PL Code (Group):
331627480034; (5) CONNECTION CABLE (27 MTS) for Axle 1 to KBI Part no. STN45021
[ Warranty Period: 30 Months after the date of delivery ]. Qty.: 116 Nos; PL Code (Group):
331629070017; (6) CIRCUIT BOARD CB12A to KBl PART NO. STN34348/00003 [ Warranty
Period: 30 Months after the date of delivery ] ]. Qty.: 95 Nos; PL Code (Group):
331629650010; (7) CONNECTION CABLE (3.5 MTS) DUMP VALVE TO KBI PART NO.
STN45066 [ Warranty Period : 30 Months after the date of delivery ] Qty.: 126 Nos; PL
Code (Group): 331635470010; (8) CONNECTION CABLE (7.5 MTS) DUMP VALVE TO
KBI PART NO. STN45027 [ Warranty Period : 30 Months after the date of delivery ]. Qty.:
120 Nos; PL Code (Group): 331635480015; (9) CONNECTION CABLE (23 MTS) FOR
AXLE 2 to KBI PART NO. STN45048 [ Warranty Period: 30 Months after the date of
delivery ]. Qty.: 144 Nos; PL Code (Group): 331635510019;
(12 MTS) FOR AXLE 4 to KBI PART NO. STN 45049 [ Warranty Period: 30 Months after
the date of delivery ]. Qty.: 138 Nos; PL Code (Group): 331635520013; (11) CONNECTION
CABLE (14 MTS) FOR AXLE 3 to KBI PART NO. STN45050 [ Warranty Period: 30 Months
after the date of delivery ]. Qty.: 138 Nos;
CIRCUIT BOARD MB04B to KBI PART NO.STN283396/00000 [ Warranty Period: 30
Months after the date of delivery ]. Qty.: 176 Nos;
3 PIN MIL GRADE CONNECTOR FOR SPEED SENSOR CABLE to KBI PART NO. N75599
[Warranty Period: 30 Months after the date of delivery ]. Qty.: 600 Nos;
331635590015; (14) VALVE MAGNET TO KBI PART NO. 1130891/024. MAKE- KNORR
[ Warranty Period: 30 Months after the date of delivery ]. Qty.: 42 Nos;
331635610040; (15) Circuit Board EBO1A to KBI part no. STN25799/01 [ Warranty Period:
30 Months after the date of delivery ]. Qty.: 13 Nos;
(16) PRESSURE SWITCH MCSW 11/W: 1.8- 3 BAR TO KNORR BREMSE Part No:192268/
01813 [Warranty Period: 30 Months after the date of delivery]. Qty.: 70 Nos;
(Group): 334306580171; (17) JUNCTION BOX to KBI PART NO. STN 45004 [Warranty
Period: 30 Months after the date of delivery]. Qty.: 450 Nos;
339800200037; Earnest Money: ¥15,99,790/-;

Date and time of closing of above all E-tenders at 14:30 hrs. on 20-05-2026.

For details please visit IREPS website https://www.ireps.gov.in.
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PUBLIC NOTICE

This is to inform the general public
that M/s. Dhurav Public School
through its  Manager  Shri
Ramkumar S/o shri Udayveer
Singh, is the owner of non-agricul-
ture land area measuring 1/6 share
i.e. 0.3315 Hect.,, out of 1.9890
Hect., out of Khata No. 13 of Khet
No. 514, Situated in the Village
Talda, Pargana Dankaur, Tehsil &
Distt. Gautam Budh Nagar, U.P..
The ownership of the aforesaid land
has been established through a as
Regd. No. 18465, Book No. 01,
Volume No. 24209, On Pages No.
273-300, On Dated 27.06.2017,
SRO-Sadar GNOIDA. Further, M/s.
Dhurav Public School through its
Manager Shri Ramkumar S/o shri
Udayveer Singh, has mortgaged
the aforementioned property to
Unity Small Finance Bank Ltd., hav-
ing its office at 1201, 12th Floor,
Ansal Bhawan, 16 Kasturba Gandhi
Marg, New Delhi-110001, proposed
as security against a loan/credit
facility. If any person(s) objection &
regarding subject property, then
kindly may submit his/her objection
within 07 days from the date of the
Notice in writing. The said objection
may be kindly sent to the under-
signed by way of the Registered
Post on the address given below
and by E-mail. failing which, the
claim as per aforesaid shall be
treated as null and void in respect of
the subject property.
[ASHWANI KUMAR]
Advocate
Chamber No. 122,
Tehsil Compound,
Ghaziabad, U.P.
kumar2021ashwani@gmail.com

NAME CHANGE

I, PANKAJ JAIN S/O SURESH
CHAND JAIN residing at H NO-106,
G.F, NEAR DELHI MEDICALASSO-
CIATION HALL, DARYA GANJ,
DELHI -110002 have changed my
name to PANKAJ KUMAR JAIN for
all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
l, Prakash Chandra S/O,
Bhaskaranand Joshi R/o Plot No-48,
Ugf/f, Pratap Nagar, Hari Nagar,
Delhi 110064 have changed my
name to Prakash Chandra Joshi for
all purposes.

NAME CHANGE

I, SONI wife of No.-14680523X,
Rank-NK, Name-SHANTANU
KUMAR MISHRA residing at VPO-
PINJAROIN, AHPURA, BHOJPU-
RA, BIHAR-802164, have changed
my name from SONI to SONY
MISHRA for all future purposes
vide Affidavit dated 30/04/2026
before Notary Public, Delhi.

DATE OF BIRTH CHANGE

No0.-14680523X, Rank-NK, Name-
SHANTANU KUMAR MISHRA
residing at VPO-PINJAROIN,
AHPURA, BHOJPURA, BIHAR-
802164, in my service records, my
father’s (SHAMBHU NATH
MISHRA), date of is wrongly men-
tioned as 01/07/1960, instead of
correct date of birth as 01/01/1955,
vide affidavit dated 30/04/2026
before Notary Public, Delhi.

DATE OF BIRTH CHANGE
1, ISHWAR PRASAD father of No-
15679415X Rank-HAV Name-
INDRADEV PRASAD R/o VILL-
MASTALIPUR, MAST ALIPUR,
GAYA, BIHAR-823003, in my
son’s service records my date of|
birth wrongly mentioned as
01/07/1964 instead of my correct
date of birth as 01/01/1960 vide
affidavit dated 30/04/2026 before
Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE

I, hitherto known as MOHAMMAD
HANIF S/O MOHAMMAD UMAR
R/O C-82/1, 4TH FLOOR, GALI
NO-3, GHAROLI EXTENSION,
MULLA COLONY, VASUNDHRA
ENCLAVE, DELHI-110096. have
changed my name and shall here-
after be known as MOHD HANIF. It
is certified that | have complied
with other legal requirements in
this connection.

NAME CHANGE

1, Nalini Sharma D/o Shri Anil Sharma
aged about 29 years, presently resid-
ing at H. No. B-102, Top Floor, Durga
Vihar, Deoli, New Delhi-110062 have
changed my name after marriage
from Nalini Sharma to Nalini Pant for
all future Purpose.
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The Saudi-Pakistan Factor
Behind UAE's Exit From OPEC

Dubai. (Agency)

The United Arab Emirates' decision to exit the
Organisation of the Petroleum Exporting
Countries (OPEC) after almost 60 years is as
much a political as a business move -- one that
could not only deal a significant blow to the oil
cartel and its de facto leader, Saudi Arabia, but
alsoto Riyadh's defence partner, Pakistan.

Tensions have been simmering between Abu Dhabi
and Riyadh for a while, but were partially covered
by their shared anger with Tehran over its attacks
on the Gulf states since the start of the US-Israel
war on [ran.

"The Emirates were not happy to have to constrain
themselves, particularly when they wanted to
pump more, and the Saudis wanted to pump less,"
Firas Maksad, director of Middle East at Eurasia
Group, told The Financial Times.

The UAE has also been frustrated with Pakistan,
partly because of its deepening ties with Saudi
Arabia, but also because of what it considers
Islamabad's meek role as a mediator between the
US and Iran, and not holding Tehran accountable
for attacks on the Gulf during the war.

Pakistan's role as mediator annoyed the UAE, as it
"sees things in kind of black and white at the
moment", Neil Quilliam, an associate fellow at
Chatham House, told the UK-based financial
daily.

"There's no neutrality in this [from the UAE
perspective], there's no middle ground, and if
you're mediating, then you are in the middle
ground," he added.

How OPEC Exit Helps The UAE

The UAE, OPEC's third-largest producer, joined the
oil-producing cartel in 1967. But the cartel's
production quotas have long been controlled by its
de facto leader, Saudi Arabia, preventing it from
exporting greater quantities of oil. In the short
term, the exit will give Abu Dhabi the freedom to
respond quickly to a long-term prospect of
constrained supplies and to maximise profit.

Two Jewish men stabbed in

London, police call it terror attack

World. (Agency)

Two Jewish men were stabbed and injured on a
London street on Wednesday in what police called
an act of terror. Police arrested a 45-year-old man
on suspicion of attempted murder in the city's
latest antisemitic attack.

The Metropolitan Police said the attack in the
Golders Green area left two men, ages 34 and 76,
hospitalized with knife wounds.Counterterrorism
police are investigating whether the stabbings are
linked to recent arson attacks on synagogues and
other Jewish sites in the British capital. Detectives
are investigating a potential Iranian link to those
attacks, but police said that it's too soon to say
whether Wednesday's stabbing is connected.

Prime Minister Keir Starmer held a meeting of the
government's emergency committee and vowed to
“deal with the roots of antisemitism and
extremism.” Buckingham Palace said that King
Charles III was “deeply concerned.”Metropolitan
Police chief Mark Rowley said that it was “another
horrendous act of violence directed against our
Jewish communities.”

But some British Jews expressed anger at
authorities' failure to keep them safe. Rowley
faced shouts of “‘shame on you” and “resign” from
bystanders when he made a statement to media at
the scene of the stabbings.

Attacker immobilized by police The security
organization Shomrim said that a suspect “was
seen running along Golders Green Road armed
with a knife and attempting to stab Jewish
members of the public.”

From Mecca to Syria, Epstein
obtained Islamic objects for his

island 'mosque’

World.(Agency)

Convicted sex offender Jeffrey Epstein spent years
cultivating connections across West Asia,
leveraging them not only for business ambitions
but also to acquire rare and religiously significant
Islamic artefacts, many of which were used to
adorn a controversial structure, which he called a
'mosque’, on his private Caribbean island.

Tapestries embroidered with Quranic verses in
gold, known as the Kiswa, were shipped from the
Kaaba in Mecca. Handcrafted tiles were sourced
from a mosque in Uzbekistan, and a golden metal
dome was designed to echo architectural styles
from ancient Syria, according to a report by The
New York Times, which analysed millions of
pages of records released in January by the US
Justice Department.

The Kiswa holds deep religious significance.
Produced annually by hundreds of artisans, it
incorporates roughly 1,500 pounds of silk and 250
pounds of gold and silver thread, and is typically
distributed in parts to institutions or dignitaries
after it is replaced.Emails cited in the records
suggest Epstein’s associates coordinated
shipments of these artefacts, describing them as
intended “for the mosque”.

At the centre of the collection was a peculiar blue-
and-white striped structure on Epstein’s private
island, Little Saint James. Long speculated to be a
temple or pavilion, newly released
correspondence shows Epstein himselfreferred to
it as a “mosque.” Although its design drew
heavily from Islamic architecture, there is no
evidence it was used for religious worship.

Romanian artist Ton Nicola, who worked on the
project, confirmed that Epstein consistently
described the building as a mosque. In one email,
Epstein even suggested replacing Arabic
inscriptions of “Allah” with his own initials. In a
message marked by his characteristic spelling
errors, he wrote: "Remember we saw the aribic
writing in black and white, instead of allah, i
thoughtj'sande’'s."
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Nepal Airlines shows J&K as part of
Pakistan in map, apologises after backlash

Khesarilal Yadav, who indicated that it
might be a deliberate act intended to

Nepal Airlines apologised after a

Pakistan is facing a sharp energy cost

network map in a recent post
showed all of Jammu and Kashmir
as part of Pakistan. The image
triggered global backlash.

]

New York. (Agency)

State-owned carrier Nepal Airlines has come

under fire for a recent post that shows the
entire Jammu and Kashmir as part of
Pakistan on its "network map". After global
backlash, the airlines issued an apology for
the incorrect map of India within 24 hours,
calling it a "cartographic inaccuracy".The
controversy erupted on Wednesday after
the airline's social media handle shared a
route map in which the entire Union
Territories of Jammu and Kashmir and
Ladakh were shown as part of Pakistan's

Pak reels under oil shock, weekly crude bill
jumps to Rs 7600 crore amid Iran war

World. (Agency)

shock as the ongoing West Asia “Crude oil prices are once again soaring,
and as Friday approaches, we will have
to determine new prices again. Given
the current situation in global markets,

conflict drives global oil prices higher,
significantly increasing its import
burden.

Prime Minister Shehbaz

Sharif revealed that
Pakistan’s weekly oil
import bill has surged from
$300 million before the §
conflict to nearly $800
million, marking a steep
167% increase. Speaking
at a federal cabinet
meeting, Sharif said the [F 5§
spike is directly linked to |-
rising global fuel prices
triggered by the Iran
conflict.Despite the surge
in costs, Sharif said that

fuel consumption has slightly declined
in recent weeks, indicating demand-
side adjustments. The government is
closely monitoring the situation, as
sustained high prices could put further

pressure on Pakistan’s fragile
economy.

territory. The image didn't take time to go
viral on X and Facebook, drawing flak
from Indian users.

Soon, the hashtag #BoycottNepalAirlines

began trending, with users
urging the Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA) and the Aviation
Ministry to lodge a diplomatic
protest with Nepal.Several users
highlighted how India, over the
decades, kept Nepal's economy
breathing by giving jobs to lakhs
of Nepalis, giving it trade access,
fuel, funding power projects, and
providing disaster relief.

The Himalayan country, which

went to the polls recently, saw
Balendra Shah, the former

mayor of Kathmandu, taking

over as Nepal's youngest-ever prime
minister.

NEPALAIRLINES FACES BACKLASH
Among the several Indian users slamming

the airline was Bhojpuri actor-singer

Sharifalso praised Petroleum Minister
Ali Pervaiz Malik, his secretary, and
the entire team for their coordinated
efforts.

“As a result, unlike in some other
countries, there have been no long

provoke."Can anyone tell me what
prompted Nepal Airlines to tamper with

India's map like this, and that too regarding
Jammu and Kashmir? This isn't a trivial
matter; it seems like a deliberate act. They
call this kind of thing provocation," Yadav
tweeted.

v 'ﬁ;::-"kl‘

As the backlash intensified, Nepal Airlines

deleted the post and issued an apology,
emphasising that it does not reflect the
official stance of Nepal or the carrier."We
sincerely apologise for the error in
the network map... The map
contained significant cartographic
inaccuracies regarding
international boundaries," it stated.

The carrier said an internal review
had been ordered."We deeply value
our strong relationships with our
neighbours and friends in the
region and regret any offence the
post has caused," the airline further
said.

The controversy comes at a time
when Nepal Airlines is looking to
expand its flights in India. In

March, it announced an expansion of its

flight services on the Kathmandu-Delhi

route. Currently, a single daily flight is
operational. Nepal Airlines is looking to
expand this to 10 flights every week.

queues or rationing here,
and the situation remains
relatively stable and
satisfactory,” he said.
Highlighting the scale of
= the crisis, Sharif said,
“Before the war, our
weekly bill was around
$300 million, but now it

World's largest aircraft
carrier to return to US after
y deployment

— y

record 300-d

The world's largest aircraft carrier, the USS Gerald R

-
S

World.(Agency)

this is a very challenging scenario,”
Sharif said.He added that through
“collective wisdom and joint efforts,”
the government has managed the
situation as effectively as possible.

has risen to $800
million.”

. To manage the impact, the
government has initiated
conservation efforts,
formed a task force, and
implemented austerity measures.
Sharif said the task force is monitoring
the situation daily and working around
the clock, even as fuel prices continue
tobe reviewed on a weekly basis.

Hope they don't have a heart attack: Iran
teases US with new weapon as talks stall

World. (Agency)

As peace negotiations between the
United States and Iran drag on, with
Donald Trump rejecting Tehran’s
latest proposal, the Iranian military has
claimed it will soon unveil a new
weapon that its adversaries are
"deeply afraid of".Iran’s Navy
Commander, Shahram Irani, said
the Islamic Republic would “very
soon” confront its enemies with a
weapon located "right next to
them," warning, "I hope they
won’thave a heart attack".

Amid increasingly combative
rhetoric and continuing tensions
between the two sides, the Iranian
military dismissed what it described as
enemy expectations of a swift victory
in the latest phase of the conflict,
saying such assumptions had become

"a joke”."The enemy thought that in
the shortest possible time, such as three
days to one week, it could reach a
conclusion in a war against Iran, and
this assumption of theirs has become a

joke in military universities," the Navy
commander was quoted as saying by
Iranian media.

Irani further claimed that the country's

Armed Forces had launched at least

100 waves of retaliatory strikes against

American and Israeli targets across the

region since hostilities intensified on

February 28. These operations, he said,
targeted “sensitive” sites across a
wide geographical area in West
Asia.

He warned, "if American obstinacy
and delusions continue and Iran’s
conditions are rejected, the enemy
should soon expect a different kind
of response".The Navy commander
also accused the US of expanding
its military footprint during the
conflict, including deploying
additional destroyers and missile

platforms after initial naval-based
strikes failed to achieve their intended
results. “Even so, they remain stalled,”
Irani asserted.

Ford, will be heading home following a record-
setting deployment of more than 300 days that
included participating in the war against Iran and the
capture of Venezuelan leader Nicolas Maduro, two
US officials said Wednesday.The Ford will be
leaving the Middle East in the coming days and
returning to its home port in Virginia in mid-May,
according to the officials, who spoke on condition of
anonymity to detail sensitive military movements.
The Washington Post reported the development
earlier.The arrival of the USS George HW Bush to
the region last week meant three American aircraft
carriers were deployed to the Middle East — a
number not seen since 2003 — during a tenuous
ceasefire in the [ran war. USS Abraham Lincoln also
has been in the region since January as tensions with
Tehran ramped up.

This month, the Ford broke the U.S. record for the

longest post-Vietnam War deployment, a nearly 10-
month span after leaving Naval Station Norfolk in
June.

The ship’s 295th day at sea surpassed the previous

longest deployment by an aircraft carrier in the past
50 years, when the Lincoln was sent out for 294 days
in 2020 during the Covid-19 pandemic, according to
data compiled by U.S. Naval Institute News, a news
outlet run by the US Naval Institute, a non-profit
organisation.

The Ford's long deployment has raised questions

about the impact on service members who are away
from home for long periods as well as increasing
strain on the ship and its equipment, with the carrier
already enduring a fire that forced it to undergo
lengthy repairs.

Asked about the Ford's long deployment in a hearing

Wednesday before the House Armed Services
Committee, Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth said he
consulted with the Navy and those officials did
mention readiness and maintenance trade-offs.

Disrespectful, embarrassing: Trump criticised
for walking ahead of Queen Camilla

US President Donald Trump
sparked a royal protocol stir

after stepping in front of

Queen Camilla while she

was greeting officials at the

White House, leaving her

momentarily taken aback.

World.(Agency)

US President Donald Trump committed an

awkward royal blunder when he walked in
front of Queen Camilla while she was
greeting officials during a White House
event.On Tuesday, Queen Camilla and
King Charles III returned to the White
House after a private welcome from Donald

Trump and the first lady. A long line of US
officials stood waiting on the South Lawn.
Television footage showed the 78-year-old
queen immediately beginning to shake
hands. She greeted Secretary of
Defence Pete Hegseth, Secretary
of Commerce Howard Lutnick,

states that there are no obligatory codes of
behaviour when meeting members of the
royal family. However, accepted practices
exist, including a widely observed norm

and White House Chief of Staff w

Susie Wiles.At that moment, |
Donald Trump stepped in and
began shaking hands directly in
front of the queen. She appeared
slightly taken aback. As he
greeted Yvette Cooper, the queen
stepped back, stopped greeting
officials, and watched him finish.

King Charles III also became
caught in the apparent breach of
royal protocol. At one point, he
reached out to shake a hand, but Donald
Trump grabbed it first. The king’s hand
lingered briefly in the air before he
withdrew, and the group then moved
inside.

The official website of the British monarchy

against walking in front of the king or
queen.
TRUMPREPEATS ROYALMISSTEP
This incident marks the second time Donald
Trump has drawn attention for such a
breach. During his state visit to the United
Kingdom in June 2018, he walked ahead of

Queen Elizabeth IT at Windsor Castle. At the
time, the then 92-year-old monarch greeted
him after he arrived 12 minutes late. As they
inspected the Queen’s Guard, she appeared
to gesture him forward. He walked
ahead and then abruptly stopped,
forcing her to sidestep around him.
The incident drew criticism from the
British public and royal experts.
Royal commentator Richard
Fitzwilliams told CNN that Donald
Trump looked like he “might as well
have been wandering up and down a
golf course.” He added that the
confusion “gave the impression of
dis-coordination” and suggested that
Trump did not rehearse because he
believed he did not need to.
Following that visit, Donald Trump
claimed that Queen Elizabeth II had
reviewed her honour guard for the first time
in 70 years. However, she had been on the
throne for 66 years at the time and regularly
reviewed guards of honour, making the
source of his claim unclear.
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24 Hospitalised After

Chlorine Gas Leak At
Defunct Water Plant In Pune

At least 22 residents and two firemen were
hospitalised after a chlorine gas leakage
at Kondhwa in Pune after midnight on
Thursday, fire officials said.

The leak originated from an abandoned
tank containing chlorine at a defunct
water purification plant godown in the
Gangadham area around 1 am, they said.

"Following the leak and the subsequent
spread of gas, residents in the vicinity
complained of breathlessness. Upon
receiving the call, fire teams were
dispatched. Several citizens were
evacuated, and the leaking tank was
patched using safety equipment," a fire
official said.

During the operation, 22 residents and two
fire personnel complained of
breathlessness and were rushed to the
hospital, he said.A man who previously
operated the water purification plant at
the site said he had dismantled the unit,
but the tank containing chlorine appeared
to have remained unattended and
developed aleak.

"All the affected residents and the two fire
personnel are out of danger and currently
under observation at Sassoon General
Hospital," the official said.

(M Mohan Majhi launches 187
projects, e-bus service in
Keonijhar

KEONJHAR. (Agency)

Chief Minister Mohan Charan Majhi launched
187 development projects worth over Rs
1,330 crore in Keonjhar district on
Wednesday.

The CM laid foundation stones for 62 projects
worth around Rs 705 crore in different parts
of the district. Similarly, he inaugurated 24
projects built at a cost of about Rs 251 crores.
A package of about Rs 375 crore for 101 new
projects was also announced.

On the occasion, 25 modern e-buses along with
an ‘Ama Bus’ depot, built at a cost of Rs 17
crore, were dedicated to the public. Majhi
said women will be employed as drivers and
guides in these e-buses. The AC buses are
equipped with CCTV cameras, panic buttons
and GPS system so that passengers,
especially women, can travel safely.

The CM further said the biggest feature of this
new e-bus service is its affordable fare. Since
the bus fare starts from just Rs 5, it will be
beneficial for the lower and middle-class
people. Digital payment facilities will also
be helpful for students. From an
environmental point of view, this e-bus
service will help reduce carbon emissions.

In the coming days, this service will be
expanded to other cities of the state and an
expenditure of about Rs 238 crore has been
announced for maintenance of the e-buses.
This initiative will make Odisha a leading
state in the country in the field of ‘green
mobility’, he said.

Fresh agitation by kendu
leaf workers on May 1 and
2 in Odisha

SAMBALPUR.(Agency)

Kendu leaf workers have decided to launch
fresh protests on May 1 and 2, opposing the
delay in announcement of the procurement
price, bonus, and wages for the ongoing
season.Members of Odisha Kendupatra
Karmachari Sangh (OKKS) on Wednesday
said while collection of kendu leaves
began on April 10 across 19 divisions, the
government is yet to fix the price per
bundle (kerry), declare bonuses for
pluckers, or announce minimum wages for
seasonal and binding workers, triggering
widespread dissatisfaction.

Criticising the delay, OKKS president Bijay
Kumar Mohanty said, “For the first time in
recent history, the government has failed to
announce the kendu leaf price and bonus
even after the start of the collection season.
This has pushed lakhs of workers into
uncertainty.”

Despite the government notifying revised
minimum wages in July 2024, there has
been no corresponding fixation of monthly
wages for nearly two years. Binding
workers are still waiting for a revision in
bundle rates, he said.

“There have been phased protests across the
state over the demands. In February, mass
demonstrations were held in nearly 100
forest ranges to draw attention to our
demands. However, the demands are yet to
be met,” said organising secretary of
OKKS Sanjit Mohanty.He informed that
lakhs of kendu leaf pluckers, seasonal
employees, and labourers will wear black
badges on May 1 to protest against the
‘government apathy’. This will be
followed by mass demonstrations.

STATE

The Sikh Times
Teen, Lover Kill Her Mother. They Wanted

S

TTD plans infrastructure

push in employee housing
layouts, decision likely at
May 5 board meet

Her Dead Father's Rs 45 Lakh, Job

Ranchi, Jharkhand.(Agency)
In Jharkhand's Ranchi, when Nahida Parveen
died, her teen daughter called the extended
family and informed them that her mother had
fallen in the bathroom and was found dead.
Parveen's relatives, residing in Uttar -
Pradesh and Hazaribagh, arrived in $J
Ranchi to pay their last respects and
participate in the burial ceremony on
Sunday. Two days later, the body was |
exhumed following which the minor . '§
girl, along with her boyfriend, was
detained for Parveen's murder.

her lover, 20-year-old Arbaz. When Parveen
discovered this, she put a stop to it, drawing
flak from her daughter and her boyfriend.The
young couple decided to remove Parveen,
who they saw as a hurdle between them and

boyfriend, Arbaz, and his three of his friends,
killed Parveen by suffocating her with a
pillow. The girl allegedly paid Rs 12 lakh for
the hit.

According to the investigation, the accused

executed the plan on Friday night, when
"1 Parveen was asleep. One of the accused
2 pressed a pillow over Parveen's mouth,
while another held her hands, and a third
. restrained her legs.

| Parveen resisted and sustained a deep
¢ wound to her neck. She began bleeding
and subsequently died of her injuries.

TIRUMALA.(Agency)
The Tirumala Tirupati
Devasthanams (TTD) is
preparing to revamp its
employee welfare initiatives
by completing bitumen roads
and underground electricity
facilities in residential layouts
developed under the Own-
Your-Flat/Own-Your-Plot
schemes at Padiredu
(Vadamalapeta mandal) and
Pagili in Pallam Panchayat

Rs 45 Lakh And The Dream Of A
Luxurious Life

Nahida Parveen, a resident of Manitola,
lived with her 17-year-old adopted

#% A Call For Mourning

The body was placed in a deep freezer
while the bed was removed and hidden
near a tree located close to the house.

(Yerpedu mandal).

TTD had earlier allotted 3,518
plots in the first phase and
1,703 plots in the second

daughter. Following the death of her
husband four years ago, who was
employed with the Electricity Department,
Parveen received a financial settlement of Rs
45 lakh, with her daughter as the sole
nominee.The teenager would often withdraw
money from the bank account and give it to

the money. The plan was to gain access to the
money, secure the job offered on
compassionate grounds, seize the property
and lead a life of luxury.

ARs 12 Lakh Murder
On April 24, the teenager, along with her

Bengal Sees 92.47% Voter Turnout, Highest Since Independence

2 The next morning, the teenager called her

relatives and informed them of
Parveen's sudden death due to a fall in the
bathroom. The next day the body was
buried.But some relatives grew suspicious
after they noticed injury marks on Parveen's
neck.

As of 7.45 pm, poll participation in West Bengal in Phase 1l of the Assembly elections stood at 91.66 per cent.

As of 7.45 pm, poll M

West Bengal. (Agency)

West Bengal has registered a record 92.47 per
cent voter turnout in the two-phase Assembly
polls, the highest in the state since
Independence, the Election
Commission said on
Wednesday.In 2013,
Tripura had recorded the =
highest ever voter turnoutin &
an Assembly election at §
93.61 per cent.

participation in West
Bengal in Phase II of the |
Assembly elections stood at =%
91.66 per cent. In Phase I of
the elections on April 23,
the poll participation was
93.19 per cent."The
combined poll percentage @
over the two phases stands
at 92.47 per cent," the poll
watchdog said.

West Bengal has a voter base of 6.81

crore.Previously, the highest voter turnout in
the state was 84.72 per cent in the 2011

Assembly polls.In Phase II, the participation of
women electors was marginally higher
compared to men. According to the Election
Commission (EC), 92.28 per cent of the total

women electors voted as compared to 91.07 per
cent of men.Commenting on the impressive
voter turnout, Chief Election Commissioner
Gyanesh Kumar said, "For the highest ever

percentage of polling in West Bengal since
Independence, the EC salutes each voter of the
state." On April 9, Assam and Puducherry
surpassed their highest-ever poll participation
by recording a voter turnout of 85.38
per cent and 89.83 per cent,
respectively.

According to the EC, previously, the
| highest poll participation in Tamil
Nadu was 78.29 per cent (in2011).
In Tamil Nadu, women's participation

was recorded at 85.76 per cent as
compared to 83.57 per cent for men.
In West Bengal, 92.69 per cent of
women voters turned up at the
polling stations in the first phase,
compared to 90.92 per cent of
men.Tamil Nadu, where all the 234
seats went to polls on April 23, has
5.73 crore voters, whereas in the 152
seats in West Bengal, where polling
was held on the same day, the voter
base was 3.6 crore.The counting of votes for all
five Assemblies that went to polls this month -
West Bengal, Tamil Nadu, Puducherry, Kerala
and Assam - will be taken up on May 4.

phase at Padiredu, each
measuring 50 ankanams, just
before the 2024 general
elections.

In total, 5,192 plots were

distributed after acquiring 350
acres of government land. For
the remaining 1,632
employees and pensioners,
TTD purchased nearly 300
acres at Pagili in Pallam
Panchayat.

The Own-Your-Home scheme

was first introduced in 1985 at
Vaikunta Puram, later
extended to Bairagi Patteda,
Kesavayanagunta, LS Nagar,
MR Palli, and other localities.
Most of these ventures were
completed, providing housing
to thousands of employees. At
Padiredu, the Engineering
Department has already
finished phase-1 and phase-2
works, including ground
levelling, stormwater drains,
and plotting. High-tension
electrical lines were rerouted,
but further progress stalled
due to the elections.At Pagili,
land procurement was
completed, and allotments
were made strictly on a
seniority basis, with
employees paying land and
development charges.

4 Chhattisgarh Cops Detained In
Guwahati For Taking Bribe From Accused

Guwahati.(Agency)

Four Chhattisgarh Police personnel,
including an inspector, were detained in
Guwahati for allegedly demanding and
accepting bribes from three cybercrime
accused arrested from Assam, officials
said on Wednesday.A .
police team from -
Raipur arrived in
Guwahati this week in
connection with a

giving money. The complainants
further alleged that another accused
was kept in custody until the demanded
amount was arranged.Following the
complaint, Guwahati Police launched
an inquiry and registered a case against

i

e

cyber fraud case
registered in
Chhattisgarh. The team
had reportedly tracked
several suspects across
states and arrested an
individual in Bihar
before moving to
Assam, where three
more persons were
detained from
Guwahati.

The situation took a dramatic turn when

approached Dispur Police Station with
allegations that they were released after

Dhar. (Agency)

Twelve labourers were killed and 20
others injured when the pick-up van p
carrying them overturned and
collided with an SUV in Dhar district
of Madhya Pradesh on Wednesday
night, an official said.The incident
occurred at 8:30-9 PM.

According to preliminary information,
35 labourers were returning home in
a pickup van from Baggad in Dhar
district when the driver lost control of the
vehicle near Chikliya crossing. The
vehicle overturned and collided with an
SUV coming from the opposite
direction.

"Twelve people died on the spot, while

four members of the Chhattisgarh
Police team under various provisions of
the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS).

two of the detained suspects The accused officers - comprising an Meanwhile, the cybercrime accused who

inspector, a head constable and two
constables - were subsequently brought
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approximately 20 others were injured,"
said Dhar district's in-charge collector,
Abhishek Choudhary.The seriously
injured persons were referred to Indore
after initial treatment, he said.

Tirla police have registered a case and are
investigating the accident.Prime

to Dispur Police Station for questioning
late Tuesday night.

Police sources said the officers
underwent preliminary interrogation
before being released on notice, as the
charges invoked in the case are bailable

8 A senior police official said

ry,f ¥

prompt departmental action from the
Chhattisgarh Police authorities.

remained in custody was later released
on a personal recognisance bond.

in nature. However, they have
been directed to appear again
as the investigation
progresses.

Assam Police acted
immediately after receiving
the complaint from the
cybercrime accused and
initiated an operation to verify
the allegations. Investigators
are now preparing a detailed
report that will be submitted
before the court.

Officials also indicated that the
findings of the inquiry could

Rs 27.98 crore sought for

Sagar canal repair works in
Andhra

The Irrigation Department has prepared proposals
seeking Rs 27.98 crore to take up 340 repair and
renovation works on Nagarjuna Sagar Project
(NSP) canals in Prakasam district.

Officials plan to carry out jungle clearance and repair
works during the summer to ensure smooth supply
of irrigation and drinking water once NSP
authorities release water from the project.

As per official sources, 4.30 lakh acres of ayacut fall
under the Nagarjuna Sagar Ongole Branch Canal,
Addanki Branch Canal, Podili Branch Canal and
Darsi Branch Canal limits in Santhanuthalapadu,
Darsi, Addanki, Ongole and Markapuram
Assembly segments.

Officials said the absence of regular maintenance
and jungle clearance led to the growth of trees and
weeds, obstructing water flow in several stretches
of major and minor canals. Irrigation Department
Superintending Engineer Varalakshmi said the
department had identified around 340 works for
repair and renovation.

“After assessing the present condition of the NSP
canals, we prepared proposals seeking Rs 27.98
crore to complete works. We will begin the works
immediately after receiving government

ONGOLE.(Agency)

approval,” she said.

12 Dead, 20 Injured As Van Crashes

Minister Narendra Modi expressed
grief over the incident. A
compensation of Rs 2 lakh each from
PMNRF would be given to the family
of the victims, and the injured would
receive Rs 50,000.

Into SUV In Madhya Pradesh
e

- "Deeply pained to hear about the loss of

lives in an accident in Dhar, Madhya
Pradesh.

I extend my heartfelt condolences to
those who have lost their loved ones
in this mishap. Prayers for the speedy
recovery of the injured," the Prime
Minister stated on X.

Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister Mohan
Yadav expressed condolences.

"The road accident near Chikliya Fata on

the Indore-Ahmedabad National
Highway in Dhar district is
heartbreaking," he stated on X.

Yadav said instructions have been given to
provide Rs 4 lakh each to the families of
the dead, Rs 1 lakh each to the seriously
injured, and Rs 50,000 each to the
injured."May God grant peace to the
departed and strength to the bereaved
families to bear the loss. We pray for the
speedy recovery of the injured," he
added.

The Indore Divisional Commissioner and
Inspector General have been instructed
to go to Dhar to oversee the treatment of
injured persons. All the injured will be
treated free of charge, Yadav said.




New Delhi,Friday, 01 May 2026

Iran’s new, wild

card — Houthis on
the Red Sea

A de facto ceasefire has been in effect in West Asia
in the preceding three weeks. Outwardly, neither
the United States nor Iran appears to be interested
in the resumption of hostilities which were
suspended by President Trump on April 7 and
unilaterally extended on April 22. There is,
however, no sign as yet of a permanent end to
Trump's war of choice. He has since threatened
that if the Iranians do not agree to renewed talks,
there would be no further extensions. He has set a
deadline of April 26.

The reality is that Trump has another more serious
deadline to contend with. The onset of summer
triggers the campaign for this year's upcoming
US mid-term Congressional elections. Trump
desperately needs a way out from his self-made
military disaster, one whose outcome will
determine the remainder of his term. This is
evident from his outrageous social media rants,
simultaneously threatening and pleading for
talks. The Iranians can sense this desperation. But
then, both sides are highly attuned to managing
domestic optics. This is particularly so for Trump,
given his abysmal approval ratings and a
Republican base apprehensive of a trouncing this
November.Iran's current hardline rulers see
themselves as being in a stronger strategic
position. Historically keen masters of carefully
assessing an adversary, the Iranians are relishing
Trump's dilemmas and so, have decided to run the
clock. This week marks the 60-day period of
Trump's illegal war, waged with neither
Congressional nor United Nations approval.
Under the US War Powers Act of 1973, a
President has to seek Congressional approval for
continuation of a war he initiated. Alternately,
Trump can seek a 30-day extension by providing
adequate justification, a challenging task but
doable.Iran's ruling security establishment has
thus settled into a wait-and-watch mode. It is
comforted by reports in the Persian media of a
strong '"rally around the flag" domestic
sentiment. On the other hand, it realises the
monumental challenges of Iran's post-war
reconstruction, concealed within which are
portents of future social instability. This is,
therefore, a critical determinant in its need to levy
arevenue collection toll on the Strait of Hormuz.

Meanwhile, there is no reliable information
regarding Supreme Leader Ayatollah Mojtaba
Khamenei's whereabouts and health condition.
He has not been seen in public and is said to be
seriously injured, perhaps with debilitating life-
threatening injuries he suffered on the first day of
the war. Mojtaba's injuries have strengthened the
dominance of the Islamic Revolutionary Guards
Corps, which today lays down Iran's tough
negotiating conditions.Against the above
background, a flurry of activity is taking place.
First is the renewed military build-up in the
region. The US has deployed a third carrier strike
group (CSG) to the region, but it is not clear if one
of the CSGs is in rotation. However, under the
cover of the ceasefire, the US is steadily pre-
positioning arange of military,

naval and air assets, replenishing its ballistic and
air defence systems and air-refuelling tankers.
While this is seriously weakening the US force
posture in other theatres, especially the critical
Indo-Pacific, the indications are of US
preparations for a final, debilitating strike on Iran.
The calculation is that if successful, a big if, this
could give Trump a legacy-defining victory and
possibly reverse his political difficulties. On the
other hand, Iran too is readying itself for just such
a probability and replenishing its military stores,
including by unblocking tunnels behind which
are hidden more ballistic missile batteries.

WHEN a village is officially marked a “red

EDITORIAL

The military awaits a fair deal
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Either dispense with NFU for all Services, or give it to all, including the defence forces

ACCORDING to media reports, the Ministry of Defence

(MoD) filed an affidavit in the Supreme Court recently.
Citing the findings of a “high-level committee”
constituted to review the demands for salary upgradation
of armed forces personnel, the MoD informed the court
that “...the complexities in implementation, possible
legal complications and significantly large financial
implications do not favour the grant of NFU (non-
functional financial upgradation) to armed forces
personnel.”Given that one of the signatories to the
affidavit is a serving Major General, the unstated
acquiescence of the military must be assumed, and
no dissent should emerge from our disciplined
armed forces. However, NFU has played a major
role in distorting the relativity between the civilian
Services and the armed forces, and has become an

irritant in civil-military relations. There is good ~ -

reason, therefore, for retired Army officers to seek
redressal from courts.The professional hierarchy
that drives the government’s administrative
machinery — all recruited via the Union Public
Service Commission — is three-tiered. The first
among equals are the three All-India Services
which serve at the Centre as well as in states: the
Indian Administrative Service (IAS), the Indian
Police Service (IPS) and the Indian Forest Service =
(IFoS). At the next rung are the Central Group ‘A’ |
Services, that include the Foreign, Revenue, Audit,
Postal and other Services. The third tier is occupied
by the technical/specialised services, providing
expertise in medicine, engineering, science,
etc.Most of these Services have distinct cadre rules
and are formally classified as Organised Group ‘A’
Services (OGAS). This categorisation assumes
significance since it has come to form the basis of
decisions taken by the 10-yearly Central Pay
Commissions (CPC) in deciding salaries and allowances
of Central government employees. Since the status of the
armed forces has been (deliberately?) kept vague and
undefined, successive CPCs, maintaining that they do
not fall into any “recognised category”, have employed
whimsical logic to depress the emoluments and,
consequently, the status of the military relative to the
Civil Services.

At the heart of the NFU contention lies the “remunerative

edge” granted to the IAS and the Indian Foreign Service
(IFS) by the 4th CPC (1986), which manifests as
additional increments across three senior grades. Other
Central Services agitated against this “edge”, terming it
discriminatory, and argued that this preferential
treatment was iniquitous since all candidates were
recruited through a common UPSC examination and

contrary to the principle of “equal pay for equal work.”

Consequently, NFU was introduced in 2006 by the 6th
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CPC in order to address the disparity between the IAS
and other Central Group ‘A’ Services. Whenever an IAS
officer (the benchmark) is empanelled for a particular
grade at the Centre, all officers of the OGAS would
automatically be granted the same pay scale after a delay
of two years, regardless of whether a vacancy existed for
their actual promotion. Initially, the government granted
NFU only to the OGAS. However, following
representations, it was extended to the IPS and IFoS in
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2010. The Central Armed Police Forces (CAPFs) then
approached the courts (2012-19), and after a protracted
legal battle, the apex court held that the CAPFs met all
criteria for “Organised Group ‘A’ Services” and directed
the government to grant them NFU retrospectively from
2006.The armed forces, even though aggrieved by all
these decisions, had no avenue for seeking redressal till
the convening of the 7th CPC in 2014 offered them a rare
opportunity. In the Joint Services Memorandum (JSM)
presented before the CPC, they stated that by extending
NFU to the OGAS, but denying it to the military, the 6th
CPC (2006) had created a severely anomalous situation.

Commenting on the JSM, a member of the CPC stated that

he “...agrees with the view that exclusion of Defence
Forces from NFU has been unfair. The gap between
career progression in the Defence Forces in comparison
with 49 Organised Group ‘A’ Services and IPS/IFoS,
which was already large, has been stretched beyond
reasonable limits... there is no basis for denying them
NFU simply on the ground that they are not classified as
an Organised Group ‘A’ Service...This has undermined

Women fight chitta: The anti-drug battle begins at home

the status and morale of the Defence Forces, and has been
amatter of concern for them for the past decade.”

The JSM had further pointed out that such changes, by

downgrading them relative to the IAS, IPS and the

CAPFs, had undermined the status of military

commanders. Moreover, civilian personnel of

organisations such as the Border Roads, Military

Engineering Services and Naval Armament Services —

created to support the armed forces — having overtaken

their military superiors in terms of pay grades, were now
demanding an altered relationship.

Then, as now, the MoD seems to have acted as a
“spoiler” and its negative intervention served
to torpedo the JSM. Against this backdrop, a
striking aspect of the 7th CPC report is the
discussion (and dissonance) that emerges
between the Chairman and two members of
the commission, Vivek Rae (an IAS officer),
and the economist Dr Rathin Roy, regarding
NFU.

In the Chairman’s considered opinion, “...since
NFU has been in existence for the last ten
years and is being availed by all the Organised
Group ‘A’ Services, it should be allowed to
continue. The same will be available not only
to all organised Central Group ‘A’ Services
but also members of CAPFs, ICG (Indian
Coast Guard) and Defence Forces.” The two
members of the commission have, however,
recorded their dissent with this opinion.

Elaborating on the case for withdrawal of NFU
from Organised Group ‘A’ Services, Rae said,

“In the view of the undersigned, it was a mistake to grant

NFU to 49 Organised Group ‘A’ Services, IPS and IFoS

till HAG (Higher Administrative Grade) level on

untenable grounds of parity with IAS. Exclusion of

Defence Forces and CAPFs only aggravated the

mistake.” Dr Roy, strongly supporting the case for

withdrawal of NFU, said: “I join the dissent of my
colleague Mr Vivek Rae and recommend that NFU at the

Group "A’ level be completely done away with.”While

the MoD may have summarily dismissed the armed

forces’ case, the 7th CPC’s rigorous deliberations point to
two logical alternatives: either abolish NFU for all

Services or extend it to military personnel. Relying on the

courts or passing the buck to the 8th CPC is unlikely to

provide a solution. Nor will dilatory tactics — citing

“complexity” or “financial implications” — make the

problem go away. An objective examination must be

undertaken urgently to find a fair and equitable resolution
to this imbroglio created by years of indifference towards

our military fraternity.

Families, neighbourhoods, gurdwaras, schools and village panchayats must become active participants in prevention and rehabilitation

zone” for drug abuse, it is a social alarm. In
parts of Shimla, that alarm has been answered
not first by the police or politicians, but by
women who refused to watch their homes and
communities collapse under the weight of the
chitta menace. Mothers, sisters and wives have
stepped beyond the private sphere to lead
public resistance. They have formed vigilance
groups, conducted night patrols, intercepted
suspicious activity and pressured addicts
towards de-addiction centres. Their
intervention is rooted in lived experience.
Women are often the first to notice behavioural
changes, emotional breakdowns and financial
distress caused by addiction. They understand
before official reports do that drugs destroy
families.This grassroots mobilisation offers an
important lesson. Drug abuse cannot be treated solely
as a policing issue. Raids and arrests may disrupt

supply, but they do not heal damaged homes or
dismantle the social acceptance that allows narcotics to
spread. Community vigilance is indispensable and

women are uniquely placed to lead it. The
Himachal Pradesh government’s “Chitta-Virodh
Walkathon” and official appeals to mabhila
mandals are welcome steps, but symbolism must
be matched with institutional support. Women
confronting peddlers face intimidation and risk.
They need responsive policing, stronger witness
protection, rehabilitation facilities and sustained
awareness campaigns.

Punjab, too, should take note. The state, known for
its spirit of seva, where people come together to
help in times of distress — as seen during floods,
accidents and other crises — can draw upon this
same collective compassion to fight the menace
of drug addiction. Just as communities rally to
save lives during emergencies, they must unite to
save young people from addiction. Families,

neighbourhoods, gurdwaras, schools and village

panchayats must become active participants in
prevention and rehabilitation.

All eyes on Bengal as BJP goes all out to defeat Mamata

Bengal verdict would have a strong bearing on the Opposition's fight against Modi government

The high-stakes poll battle in West Bengal between the  surrounding voter lists are not new in West Bengal.  international community is evident. This presents the plot has been lost as we are not part of the

powerful BJP and the Mamata Banerjee-led Trinamool
Congress hogged the headlines this past week.Neither in
Bengal where one phase of polling still remains, nor in
Punjab where elections are due less than a year from
now, will the BJP leave anything to chance. It believes it
has a shot at power in both these states that bookend the
country, where it has never ruled before and will give
everything it has to rule them, writes Editor-in-Chief
Jyoti Malhotra in her weekly column The Great Game
article From Panipat to Bengal. You can love or hate
Bengal, but you cannot ignore it. Both PM Modi and
Home Minister Amit Shah understand this fundamental
truth well, she writes. In 500 years since the First Battle
of Panipat, much has changed but so much still remains
the same — the betrayal in the AAP and the high-voltage
politicking in Bengal.

Since 2019, Mamata has been on high alert. She knew
what was coming and she knew she had to fight to defeat
the BJP, writes senior journalist Shikha Mukerjee in her
Op-Ed article Mamata’s decisive moment. The choice
for voters is not between the best and the worst; it is a
compromise that voters are trying to figure out. There is
no denying that the Trinamool Congress as a party is not
the best choice in 2026, she avers. The Trinamool
Congress never was the best choice; it was the only
alternative in 2011 when it zoomed to power by
defeating the crumbling Communist Party of India
(Marxist)-led Left Front bastion of 34 uninterrupted
years in power, she opines. With the SIR in West Bengal
raising a furore among the political class, here’s how
West Bengal BJP spokesperson Debjit Sarkar justifies
the electoral exercise in his article Why SIR is important
to save West Bengal. The geographical and political
realities of West Bengal are different from many other
states in the country, he writes. Controversies

Allegations of fake voting, names of deceased voters, or
outsiders being brought in to vote have surfaced
repeatedly. Post-election political conflicts over results
have also been witnessed. In this context, the SIR was
important because a neutral and intensive revision
before elections can address many of these allegations.
The cleaner the voter list, the more credible the election
process becomes, he argues.

Continuing with the political ambience in the country, the

Opposition stalled the government’s efforts of bringing
in the delimitation linked-women reservation Bill in the
Lok Sabha with aplomb. While earlier the Congress was
under the delusion of being India’s preeminent party, and
was indifferent towards the burgeoning regional forces,
the INDIA bloc should build on these gains from this
pushback, writes senior journalist Radhika Ramaseshan
in her Edit article Ray of hope for Opposition unity. The
onus will be on the Opposition to take on the government
both inside and outside Parliament with the tenacity it
displayed, or risk losing the small advantage gained. The
“asli khel” from the Opposition’s perspective will begin
on May 4, when the results of the Assembly elections in
West Bengal, Tamil Nadu and other states will be
announced, she writes.The Pahalgam terror attack’s first
anniversary fell on April 22. It became an occasion for a
sober reflection on terrorism, its regional and
international manifestations and global patterns.
Unwilling to shun terrorism, can an engagement with
Pakistan be an answer, asks former Secretary, Ministry
of External Affairs, Vivek Katju in his Edit article
Lessons from Pahalgam. Regular contact on bilateral
humanitarian issues should be undertaken, but full
engagement will have to await Pakistan’s abandonment
of terrorism, he writes. Now, with its mediation between
the US and Iran, Pakistan’s integration into the

problems for India and requires a new persuasive
narrative on Pakistan without delay, he writes.
Pakistan’s increasing role as a mediator raises questions

on India’s diplomacy, writes former Manipur Governor
and former J&K Gurbachan Jagat in his Edit piece
Strong headwinds test India. During the 1999 Kargil
war, India had tremendous diplomatic support; during
Op Sindoor 2025, it appeared to be a different world.
Why has this come about? Is it because having been
chastised and facing bankruptcy, Pakistan discovered
humility while we in the hubris of our economic rise
chose to be transactional, he asks. Through all the recent
wars and conflicts in the world, we have kept quiet (and
it was supposed to be a strategic silence). Somewhere

negotiations in major conflict zones, he laments.

Meanwhile, Donald Trump who will visit Beijing next

month goes there chastened by its Iran experience,
writes ORF Distinguished Fellow Manoj Joshi in his
Op-Ed piece Shadow of rivalry hangs over Trump-Xi
meet. At the upcoming summit, we can expect modest
progress in trade and the tariffs issue, but no grand
bargain. The meeting is unlikely to see any structural
change in their intense competition for technology
supremacy, he writes. Trump's hostility to China has not
decreased, but his tone has been repackaged. Trump
being Trump, wants the summit to be a gaudy victory
with a "big beautiful deal" as its crowning achievement,
while Beijing, ever the realist, knows that it is dealing
with a lame-duck President who has been handed a
defeat of sorts in Iran, as well as in the US Supreme
Court on account of tariffs. So, China is unlikely to give
him the deal he wants, and instead, may give him a
packaged version that will pander to Trump's ego, but
deny him areal victory.

With the West Asia crisis continuing to simmer, the

common man continues to feel the heat. Conflict no
longer stays where it starts. It pulses through supply
chains. A war in one region empties granaries in another.
The Law of Flow cannot remain a strategic insight.
When flow breaks, the first to suffer are always those
least equipped to absorb the shock, writes former
Western Army Commander Lt Gen SS Mehta (retd) in
his Edit article Nobody asked the fisherman. Every
system we have built — the United Nations, the Law of
the Sea, climate accords, trade frameworks — rests on a
shared premise that humanity has a common stake in
continuity. Hormuz reminds us that a strait we may
never see determines the price of bread we must still buy,
he writes.
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24 Hospitalised After

Chlorine Gas Leak At
Defunct Water Plant In Pune

Pune.(Agency)

At least 22 residents and two firemen were
hospitalised after a chlorine gas leakage
at Kondhwa in Pune after midnight on
Thursday, fire officials said.

The leak originated from an abandoned
tank containing chlorine at a defunct
water purification plant godown in the
Gangadham area around 1 am, they said.

"Following the leak and the subsequent
spread of gas, residents in the vicinity
complained of breathlessness. Upon
receiving the call, fire teams were
dispatched. Several citizens were
evacuated, and the leaking tank was
patched using safety equipment,” a fire
official said.

During the operation, 22 residents and two
fire personnel complained of
breathlessness and were rushed to the
hospital, he said. A man who previously
operated the water purification plant at
the site said he had dismantled the unit,
but the tank containing chlorine appeared
to have remained unattended and
developed a leak.

"All the affected residents and the two fire
personnel are out of danger and currently
under observation at Sassoon General
Hospital," the official said.

(M Mohan Majhi launches 187
projects, e-bus service in
Keonjhar

KEONJHAR. (Agency)

Chief Minister Mohan Charan Majhi launched
187 development projects worth over Rs
1,330 crore in Keonjhar district on
Wednesday:.

The CM laid foundation stones for 62 projects
worth around Rs 705 crore in different parts
of the district. Similarly, he inaugurated 24
projects built at a cost of about Rs 251 crores.
A package of about Rs 375 crore for 101 new
projects was also announced.

On the occasion, 25 modern e-buses along with
an ‘Ama Bus’ depot, built at a cost of Rs 17
crore, were dedicated to the public. Majhi
said women will be employed as drivers and
guides in these e-buses. The AC buses are
equipped with CCTV cameras, panic buttons
and GPS system so that passengers,
especially women, can travel safely.

The CM further said the biggest feature of this
new e-bus service is its affordable fare. Since
the bus fare starts from just Rs 5, it will be
beneficial for the lower and middle-class
people. Digital payment facilities will also
be helpful for students. From an
environmental point of view, this e-bus
service will help reduce carbon emissions.

In the coming days, this service will be
expanded to other cities of the state and an
expenditure of about Rs 238 crore has been
announced for maintenance of the e-buses.
This initiative will make Odisha a leading
state in the country in the field of ‘green
mobility’, he said.

Fresh agitation by kendu
leaf workers on May 1 and
2 in Odisha

SAMBALPUR.(Agency)

Kendu leaf workers have decided to launch
fresh protests on May 1 and 2, opposing the
delay in announcement of the procurement
price, bonus, and wages for the ongoing
season.Members of Odisha Kendupatra
Karmachari Sangh (OKKS) on Wednesday
said while collection of kendu leaves
began on April 10 across 19 divisions, the
government is yet to fix the price per
bundle (kerry), declare bonuses for
pluckers, or announce minimum wages for
seasonal and binding workers, triggering
widespread dissatisfaction.

Criticising the delay, OKKS president Bijay
Kumar Mohanty said, “For the first time in
recent history, the government has failed to
announce the kendu leaf price and bonus
even after the start of the collection season.
This has pushed lakhs of workers into
uncertainty.”

Despite the government notifying revised
minimum wages in July 2024, there has
been no corresponding fixation of monthly
wages for nearly two years. Binding
workers are still waiting for a revision in
bundle rates, he said.

“There have been phased protests across the
state over the demands. In February, mass
demonstrations were held in nearly 100
forest ranges to draw attention to our
demands. However, the demands are yet to
be met,” said organising secretary of
OKKS Sanjit Mohanty.He informed that
lakhs of kendu leaf pluckers, seasonal
employees, and labourers will wear black
badges on May 1 to protest against the
‘government apathy’. This will be
followed by mass demonstrations.

Ranchi, Jharkhand.(Agency)

Parveen's relatives, residing in Uttar
Pradesh and Hazaribagh, arrived in

participate in the burial ceremony on
Sunday. Two days later, the body was
exhumed following which the minor
girl, along with her boyfriend, was
detained for Parveen's murder.

Rs 45 Lakh And The Dream Of A
Luxurious Life

Nahida Parveen, a resident of Manitola,
lived with her 17-yecar-old adopted
daughter. Following the death of her
husband four years ago, who was

45 lakh, with her daughter as the

The Sikh Times
Maligaon, 30th April: Reinforcing its

es to railway beneficiaries,
Northeast Frontier Railway
(NFR) has undertaken sig-
nificant  initiatives  to
upgrade medical infrastruc-
ture and enhance patient
care across its network dur-
ing the financial year
2025-26. In a major push/
towards modernization of
healthcare facilities, several
advanced medical equip-
ments have been installed
across key railway hospi-j =
tals. The Divisional Railway =
Hospital at Katihar has|

. . \
been equipped with a » \ ]

Digital X-ray system and a

Fully Automated Auto,"/ y
Analyzer,
improving diagnostic accu-
racy and efficiency. At Rangapara North,

Guwahati For

Guwahati.(Agency)

Four Chhattisgarh Police personnel,
including an inspector, were detained in
Guwabhati for allegedly demanding and
accepting bribes from three cybercrime
accused arrested from Assam, officials
said on Wednesday.A
police team from
Raipur arrived in
Guwahati this week in
connection with a
cyber fraud case
registered in
Chbhattisgarh. The team
had reportedly tracked
several suspects across
states and arrested an
individual in Bihar
before moving to
Assam, where three
more persons were
detained from
Guwahati.

The situation took a dramatic turn when
two of the detained suspects
approached Dispur Police Station with
allegations that they were released after

The Sikh Times

In Jharkhand's Ranchi, when Nahida Parveen
died, her teen daughter called the extended
family and informed them that her mother had
fallen in the bathroom and was found dead.

Ranchi to pay their last respects and g

employed with the Electricity Department,
Parveen received a financial settlement of Rs

nominee.The teenager would often withdraw
money from the bank account and give it to

mitment to providing quality healthcare servic-

i —
substant1ally//’1 g s

System X-Ray Machine has been commis-
sioned, further strengthening diagnostic capa-
bilities in the region. The Central Hospital at

4 Chhattisgarh Cops Detained In

STATE

Teen, Lover Kill Her Mother. They Wanted
Her Dead Father's Rs 45 Lakh, Job

her lover, 20-year-old Arbaz. When Parveen
discovered this, she put a stop to it, drawing
flak from her daughter and her boyfriend. The
young couple decided to remove Parveen,
who they saw as a hurdle between them and

boyfriend, Arbaz, and his

pillow. The girl allegedly
the hit.

Parveen was asleep.

restrained her legs.

ﬂ A Call For Mourning

. relatives and
the money. The plan was to gain access to the

money, secure the job offered on
compassionate grounds, seize the property
and lead a life of Tuxury.

ARs 12 Lakh Murder

On April 24, the teenager, along with her

sole

neck.

NFR Strengthens Healthcare Infrastructure
with Major Upgrades in 2025-26

Maligaon has witnessed extensive upgrades
with the installation of cutting-edge systems
such as the Lasotronix Laser Diode, Super
Inductive Physiotherapy System and a modern

com-

g ./
- » - = Female
] =
ded t
- = d - —upgraded to

al

— ernize

Stéém Sterilizer. These additions are expected
to significantly enhance treatment quality and
patient outcomes. In terms of infrastructure

development, the Central Hospital at Maligaon

for its beneficiaries.
aCR . .
Railway remains

the coming years.

Taking Bribe From Accused

giving money. The complainants to Dispur Police Station for questioning
further alleged that another accused late Tuesday night.
was keptin custody until the demanded Police sources said the officers
amount was arranged.Following the underwent preliminary interrogation
complaint, Guwahati Police launched  before being released on notice, as the
an inquiry and registered a case against  charges invoked in the case are bailable
in nature. However, they have
been directed to appear again
as the investigation
progresses.

senior police official said
Assam Police acted
immediately after receiving
the complaint from the
cybercrime accused and
initiated an operation to verify
the allegations. Investigators
are now preparing a detailed
report that will be submitted
before the court.
Officials also indicated that the

findings of the inquiry could
prompt departmental action from the
Chhattisgarh Police authorities.

A

four members of the Chhattisgarh

Police team under various provisions of

the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS).
The accused officers - comprising an Meanwhile, the cybercrime accused who

remained in custody was later released
on a personal recognisance bond.

inspector, a head constable and two
constables - were subsequently brought

killed Parveen by suffocating her with a

According to the investigation, the accused
executed the plan on Friday night, when

pressed a pillow over Parveen's mouth,
while another held her hands, and a third

| Parveen resisted and sustained a deep
wound to her neck. She began bleeding
and subsequently died of her injuries.
The body was placed in a deep freezer
while the bed was removed and hidden
near a tree located close to the house.

t The next morning, the teenager called her
informed them of
Parveen's sudden death due to a fall in the
bathroom. The next day the body was
buricd.But some relatives grew suspicious
after they noticed injury marks on Parveen's

has undergone notable improvements. A new
Post Graduate Doctors’ Hostel and Dormitory
has been inaugurated, providing better resi-
dential facilities for medical professionals.

Additionally, semi cabins have been

renovated and key wards including
Surgical,
‘Wards and the Burn Unit have been

" patient care and comfort. A major
achievement during the year has
' |been the successful establishment
I of a Haemodialysis Unit at Central

Hospital, Maligaon under Public-
7 L—,__,:Private Partnership (PPP) mode.
(} gy BT This facility marks a significant step

Ty \ - in strengthening critical care serv-
ices and will greatly benefit patients
requiring regular dialysis treat-
ment. These
" NFR’s continuous efforts to mod-
its healthcare
improve medical accessibility and
ensure high standards of treatment

committed to further
strengthening its healthcare infrastructure in
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TTD plans infrastructure
push in employee housing
layouts, decision likely at
May 5 board meet
TIRUMALA.(Agency)

The Tirumala Tirupati
Devasthanams (TTD) is
preparing to revamp its
employee welfare initiatives
by completing bitumen roads
and underground electricity
facilities in residential layouts
developed under the Own-
Your-Flat/Own-Your-Plot
schemes at Padiredu
(Vadamalapeta mandal) and
Pagili in Pallam Panchayat
(Yerpedu mandal).

TTD had earlier allotted 3,518
plots in the first phase and
1,703 plots in the second
phase at Padiredu, each
measuring 50 ankanams, just
before the 2024 general
elections.

In total, 5,192 plots were
distributed after acquiring 350
acres of government land. For
the remaining 1,632
employees and pensioners,
TTD purchased nearly 300
acres at Pagili in Pallam
Panchayat.

The Own-Your-Home scheme
was first introduced in 1985 at
Vaikunta Puram, later
extended to Bairagi Patteda,
Kesavayanagunta, LS Nagar,
MR Palli, and other localities.
Most of these ventures were
completed, providing housing
to thousands of employees. At
Padiredu, the Engineering
Department has already
finished phase-1 and phase-2
works, including ground
levelling, stormwater drains,
and plotting. High-tension
electrical lines were rerouted,
but further progress stalled
due to the elections.At Pagili,
land procurement was
completed, and allotments
were made strictly on a
seniority basis, with
employees paying land and
development charges.

three of his friends,

paid Rs 12 lakh for

One of the accused

Orthopaedic

ensure improved

initiatives reflect

system,

Northeast Frontier

Rs 27.98 crore sought for

Sagar canal repair works in
Andhra

ONGOLE.(Agency)

The Irrigation Department has prepared proposals
secking Rs 27.98 crore to take up 340 repair and
renovation works on Nagarjuna Sagar Project
(NSP) canals in Prakasam district.

Officials plan to carry out jungle clearance and repair
works during the summer to ensure smooth supply
of irrigation and drinking water once NSP
authorities release water from the project.

As per official sources, 4.30 lakh acres of ayacut fall
under the Nagarjuna Sagar Ongole Branch Canal,
Addanki Branch Canal, Podili Branch Canal and
Darsi Branch Canal limits in Santhanuthalapadu,
Darsi, Addanki, Ongole and Markapuram
Assembly segments.

Officials said the absence of regular maintenance
and jungle clearance led to the growth of trees and
weeds, obstructing water flow in several stretches
of major and minor canals. Irrigation Department
Superintending Engineer Varalakshmi said the
department had identified around 340 works for
repair and renovation.

“After assessing the present condition of the NSP
canals, we prepared proposals seeking Rs 27.98
crore to complete works. We will begin the works
immediately after receiving government
aoproval.” she said.

Taste the Tradition — Bikanervala Grand

Opening in Faridabad

" name synonymous today with Indian
sweets and snacks, traces its humble

ket for us, and this expangorT reflects

We Took forward to welcoming patrons

<
44

i

New Delhi: Bikanervala is a popular
Brand of Traditional Indian Sweets. It is
a 100% vegetarian restaurant offering
multi-cuisine fare including an array of
‘beverages in a QSR format. The new out-
let is located at Mansha Vega Street,
Sector 82, SCO-33, Faridabad, Haryana.
The Outlet is spread over a 5000+ sq.ft.
area and has 100+ fully air conditioned.
seating capacity with a party hall The
Faridabad outlet represents a significant
milestone in the brand’s expansion jour-
ney, bringing authentic Indian flavours
‘to the region. In the year 2026 / 27, the
company is planning to add 50+ outlets
and also launch. the Brand in Australia
& Europe - in addition to expansion in
Domestic Market in Karnataka &

beginnings to 1905. The opening of the
outlet marks a significant milestone with
a legacy spanning decades, the brand
continues to be synonymous with tradi-
tional Indian sweets, authentic flavours,
and impeccable quality. In addition to its
wide range of sweets and savouries, the
outlet will offer a 100% vegetarian multi-
cuisine dining experience, catering to
diverse tastes and preferences. Today,
Bikanervala has more than 260+ outlets
across India and international presence
in countries like USA, Canada, U.A.E,
Qatar, Bahrain, United Kingdom, New
Zealand, Singapore & Nepal.
Bikanervala continues its expansion
with the grand opening of its latest out-

DAL\
ke

Jharkhand.
About Bikanervala
Shri Shyam Sunder

'shared the story of Brand Bikanervala,

Aggarwal,
Managing Director Bikanervala Pvt Ltd,

let at Faridabad on Wednesday, April 29,
2026. Shri Suresh Goel, CEO,
Bikanervala Pvt Ltd, expressed his
excitement, stating: We are delighted to
announce the launch of our new outlet in

4 Haryana. Faridabad is an important mar-

Indian flavours closer to our customers.

experience.
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I-PAC director
polls as ED does not oppose plea

A day after the
conclusion of the
West Bengal polls,
the director of
Trinamool's political

strategist
consultancy was
granted bail after
the ED said it would
not oppose his plea.

New Delhi.(Agency)
Delhi’s Patiala House Court on
Thursday granted bail to Vinesh
Chandel, co-founder and director of the
Indian Political Action Committee (I-
PAC), a political strategy consultancy
linked to Trinamool Congress, in a
money-laundering case. The court
granted reliefa day after the conclusion
of'the West Bengal Assembly elections,
after the Enforcement Directorate (ED)
did not oppose Chandel’s regular bail
application.He had sought interim relief
on humanitarian grounds, citing his
mother’s deteriorating health as she
suffers from dementia.

Recording the ED’s stand, the court noted
that the agency did not oppose the plea in

view of Chandel’s “voluntary and

—— e pyrposeful cooperation” during the

NATIONAL
gets bail day after Bengal

investigation. However, the central
agency sought conditions, and the court
directed Chandel not to tamper with
evidence or influence witnesses.

“In view of the voluntary and purposeful
cooperation extended by Vinesh Chandel
during the investigation and without
prejudice to the rights and contention of

ED, ED is not opposing the present bail

Ig.l
——___|

The

application," the central agency told
the court.

The bench further ordered that he must
cooperate with the probe, furnish all
details sought by investigators, and
remain accessible throughout the
investigation.

Senior advocate Vikas Pahwa,
appearing for Chandel, said the ED
had raised no objection to the bail
plea, citing his cooperation with the
investigation.

"We filed a regular bail application a few
days ago, and the ED was supposed to file
a reply. Yesterday, they filed their reply
and raised no objection to the grant of bail,
primarily on the grounds that he has
cooperated with the investigating agency
and has provided voluntary and
purposeful cooperation," he said.
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According to the ED, Chandel’s

consultancy was involved in a money
laundering case, with the investigation
uncovering multiple instances of
financial irregularities, including the
receipt of both accounted and
unaccounted funds, unsecured loans
lacking legitimate business backing,
issuance of bogus invoices, and the
routing of funds through third parties.

Chandel was arrested on April 13, just days

ahead of'the state Assembly elections, and
was later remanded to judicial custody.
The court had allowed the ED to
interrogate him in custody, noting there
were grounds to believe he was actively
involved in the generation, diversion, and
possession of proceeds of crime worth
several crores in connection with an

alleged coal scam in West Bengal.

India pulls off a power miracle. A
big thanks to the Sun

New Delhi.(Agency)

When India's power demand surged to a record high, it
wasn't only the coal-fired plants that kept the lights and
fans on. The Sun quietly blessed and delivered its
share. Amid the searing heatwave, the country saw
power demand soar to an all-time high of 256 gigawatt
(GW), which was achieved without a shortage. Even
as thermal power dominated with a 66% contribution,
solar stepped in a big way with a 21% share. The
country's energy story is beginning to reflect a subtle
but significant shift towards cleaner, daylight-driven
power.

The subtle shift helped in the miracle at 3:38 pm on April
25, when India achieved its all-time highest peak
electricity demand of 256.1 GW without any shortage,
and simultaneously maintaining electricity exports to
neighbouring countries. Solar power contributed 57
GW of total energy generation during the peak
demand.According to data released by GRID India, a
government enterprise under the Ministry of Power
that operates the national grid, at 12.30 pm on the same
day, the solar plants and rooftop systems (RTS) energy
generation reached about 81 GW, which accounts for
one-third of the total electricity generated, 242 GW.

Previously, the all-time high power demand in India was
recorded at 250 GW on May 30, 2024.0ne gigawatt
equals one billion watts. One gigawatt of electricity is
enough to power a crore (10 million) 100-watt bulbs.

ELECTRICITY CONSUMPTION SPIKED IN
APRIL2026, PRESSURE ON POWER GRID

The demand for electricity in India typically peaks
during the summer months of June—July. This demand
is largely driven by the widespread use of fans, air
coolers and air conditioners (ACs) in homes and
commercial spaces.This year, however, the surge has
arrived as early as April, signalling an early onset of
heat stress across key regions. The last time the annual
peak demand was recorded this early was in the year
2022-23. Itis generally seen in May.

20 Al-enabled CCTVs to
enhance security at Taj
Mahal: ASI

New Delhi.(Agency)
In a move to improve security and visitors’
management, the Archaeological Survey of India
(AS]) is set to install 20 Al-enabled CCTV cameras
across the Taj Mahal complex.

The new cameras will feature advanced, edge-based
analytics capable of face recognition, pedestrian
tracking, crowd movement analysis, heat mapping,
queue management, and sound detection, ASI sources
said.The initiative aims to strengthen surveillance and
improve real-time monitoring at the UNESCO World
Heritage Site. The agency has planned to procure 16
high-resolution bullet or dome, two Pan-Tilt-Zoom
(PTZ) and two Internet Protocol (IP) cameras.

According to sources, the cameras will be strategically
installed to cover blind spots across the complex. The
advanced surveillance gadgets will ensure
comprehensive security coverage for the visitors and
the monument, said the sources. Considering the
security risk assessment, the

Uttar Pradesh Rajkiya Nirman Nigam has installed 140
cameras in 2016 at vantage points—the gates and the
periphery of the monument. At least 50 of them were
placed in the main tomb complex.

Last major camera surveillance upgrade took place in
2018. The closed circuit cameras were first installed in
and around the mausoleum built by Mughal emperor
Shahjahan in 2005. Integration of artificial
intelligence into the surveillance system is expected
to streamline operations and help in crowd control

New Delhi.(Agency)

valued atnearly $14 milli

investigations
international traffic

Rajlakshmi Kadam

York.

cultural theft targeting In

on Wednesday. Delhi poli
case so far.A group of
cybercriminals posing ¥
as employees of a
multinational courier

cheated
septuagenarian in

on his complaint, an
FIR was filed by the
Delhi Police’s cyber

taken up by the
Intelligence Fusion
and Strategic
Operations wing.

Police had managed to free

The federation
of electric
vehicles in the
national capital
said that the

during peak tourist seasons. It will further enable fares have
authorities to respond swiftly to unusual activities or r . d
emergencies. remained
“There is no threat but the decision to upgrade has been unchan qed
taken to keep a close watch on uncovered areas in | —————— = —
view of the rising footfall. There were some points [ §jince thell

which were out of the surveillance,” said a source.The
face recognition helps identify suspects or track
persons of interest and pedestrian tracking is to
monitor footfall, which is helpful in prevention of
overcrowding. w

started services

in 2010.
L

The Manhattan District
Attorney’s Office has returned
657 antiquities, collectively

India following multiple
into

networks. District Attorney
Alvin L Bragg Jr announced
the restitution during a
ceremony attended by Consul

Consulate General of India in New
Authorities recovered the artefacts
through ongoing probes into
criminal networks linked to alleged
trafficker Subhash Kapoor and
convicted trafficker Nancy Wiener.
Officials highlighted the scale of

that more than 600 items were
returned in this single operation.

October 2024. Based "

cell before further ...
investigation was ﬁ{;— b

further distributed in several bank accounts. The cheating

Delhi E-Rickshaw Rides To Get Costlier,
Minimum Fare To Be Hiked To Rs 20
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company allegedly @&

“The scale of the trafficking networks
that targeted cultural heritage in
India is massive,” Bragg said,
adding that further efforts are
required to return stolen artefacts.

Consul General Binaya Pradhan
acknowledged the role of US
agencies, including the Manhattan
District Attorney’s Office and the
Department of Homeland Security,
in recovering culturally significant
objects.Among the returned pieces

of

Avalokiteshvara, valued at $2

EAU OF INVESTIGATION .

US returns 657 stolen artefacts
worth $14 million to India

million. The sculpture,
originally housed in the Mahant
Ghasidas Memorial Museum in
Raipur, was stolen and smuggled
into the United States by 1982
before being seized from a
private New York collection in
2025.Another major recovery
includes a red sandstone Buddha
statue worth $7.5 million.
Smugglers transported the
damaged statue into New York
through Kapoor’s network, where
authorities later seized it from a
storage unit.Officials also returned
a sandstone statue of a dancing
Ganesha, looted from a temple in
Madhya Pradesh in 2000.
Traffickers sold the piece through
false provenance documents and
auctioned it at Christie’s New York
in 2012. A private collector later
surrendered the artefact earlier this
year.

(Bl takes over probe into ‘digital arrest’ of 73-
year-old Delhi man from Special Cell

New Delhi.(Agency)

The CBI has registered a case in connection with the “digital
arrest” of a 73-year-old retired engineer from Rohini who
was allegedly cheated to the tune of 10 crore, officials said

ce’s special cell was probing the

was reportedly carried out by callers from abroad, but their
associates in India helped them obtain information about
the target. According to the complainant, he received a call
regarding a parcel from Taiwan. The caller told him that
the parcel, with his name on it, has been intercepted at the

Mumbai airport. The caller
further told him that the
parcel contained banned
drugs and that Mumbai
Police Crime Branch
officials would talk to him.
w8 The victim was told to
. download Skype for a video
call. He was kept on digital
arrest for at least eight
hours, and the accused
allegedly forced him to
transfer Rs 10.3 crore to
separate accounts.On being
informed, his family
approached the police in

October, and the case under relevant legal provisions was

ze Rs 60 lakh as the money was

New Delhi.(Agency)

Passengers travelling by e-rickshaws in
Delhi will soon have to pay higher
fares. The federation of electric
vehicles in the national capital has
decided to increase the minimum fare
to Rs 20, citing rising inflation and no
change in prices for a long time.Anuj | #8%
Sharma,
federation, said that while e-rickshaws
have been operating in Delhi since | |
2010, their fares have remained "%
unchanged, even as auto-rickshaw and
taxi fares have been hiked twice during
the same period.

He said that they have decided to increase the
fares from next month.The announcement
was made following a joint meeting of e-
rickshaw drivers, dealers, and manufacturers
with Delhi Transport Minister Pankaj Kumar
Singh on Wednesday.

the chairman of the ,';j':

registered. The accused threatened him that his two
children who live abroad will also be targeted.

L
|

Currently, over 2 lakh e-rickshaws are officially

registered in Delhi, while about 1.5 lakh
unregistered e-rickshaws run in the city,
providing last-mile connectivity in many
areas.

At most places, e-rickshaw drivers charged Rs

10 for the first two kilometres and Rs 5
thereafter for subsequent kilometres.

"Change Your Law": Supreme
Court To Centre Qver Teen
Pregnancy Termination

"We respect individual choices, so should you" Justice
Joymalya Bagchi said, reprimanding the government for
pressing a curative petition challenging the court's decision to
allow a 15-year-old rape surivovr to terminate her pregnancy.

New Delhi.(Agency)

The Supreme Court on Thursday slammed the
government for its curative plea against an
earlier order to terminate the 31-week
pregnancy of a 15-year-old child who had
been raped. In a potential watershed moment
for women's battle to control their bodies, the
court demanded the government respect
individual choices, in this case that of the girl
and her family.

The court also urged the government to change
existing laws that put a clock in such cases.
"When there is a pregnancy due to rape, there
should not be time limit. Law needs to be
organic and in sync with evolvinteenagg
time," the court said.

"Nothing can compensate the agony she (the
child) suffered after the rape," Chief Justice
Surya Kant thundered this morning as he
rebuked Additional Solicitor General
Aishwarya Bhati. "Give respect to citizens,
madam," the court told the government, "You
have no locus to challenge (the court's
termination order)... only the victim or her
family can challenge."

"We respect individual choices and so should
you..." Justice Joymalya Bagchi said, ticking
the government off for pressing its curative
petition. "Show data (about possible health
issues) to the parents and, if they choose to
keep it (the foetus), then so be it. But if they
think their child's mental health is in
jeopardy... they will take a call. Then please
do not press your curative."

"Let us not make this a fight between the state
and its citizens. Bring in a psychiatrist and
counsellor (to help the girl and her family). Let
us not choose for people capable of choosing."

The dressing-down followed Bhati arguing that
termination of the pregnancy is not possible at
this stage. She said the girl's only option was to
deliver the child and give it up for adoption.

Earlier, Bhati told the court: "With profound
pain we have to mention this curative. This is
from AIIMS (i.e., the All India Institute of
Medical Sciences). Termination of pregnancy
is not possible. It will be a live baby with
severe deformities... minor mother will have
life-long health issues."

Meanwhile, the Delhi transport
department withdrew its 2022 circular
that permitted companies to register
multiple electric carts and electric
rickshaws in their names.

"By preventing the concentration of
ownership in the hands of a few
companies or firms, the government
aims to promote self-employment and
reduce exploitation of economically
weaker sections," Pankaj Singh said.He
said key advantages of the decision
include greater economic opportunities
for owner-drivers, reduced risk of

monopolistic control over the e-rickshaw
sector, and enhanced support for self-reliant
employment models."By putting the vehicle
back in the hands of the individual driver, we
are strengthening self-employment and
protecting the backbone of Delhi's last-mile
connectivity," he said.

i

b
i
"
I




New Delhi,Friday, 01 May 2026

GT vs RCB preview: Gujarat Titans hope to
erase mistakes of the past vs red-hot RCB

NEWS BOX

PUMA Unites Two Worlds:
Virat Kohli, Christian Pulisic
Swap Jerseys In Epic RCB x
AC Milan Crossover

Mullanpur. (Agency)

USA football icon Christian Pulisic and star
cricketers Virat Kohli, Rajat Patidar, and
Phil Salt traded sports and jerseys in a
cross-continental crossover between Royal
Challengers Bengaluru and AC Milan. In
Milan, Pulisic rocked the new RCB jersey,
picking up a cricket bat and swapping
dribbles for a drive, while Kohli, Patidar,
and Salt, from India, returned the exchange
with a cool football trick, as per an official
release. Playing out across two cities and
two sporting worlds, the moment
connected elite athletes and teams through
a shared competitive edge. Reacting to the
crossover, Kohli said, "Iconic clubs do
iconic collabs. Ciao." Bringing together
AC Milan, seven-time European
champions, with Royal Challengers
Bengaluru, reigning Indian champions, the
moment places the star-studded RCB
jersey at the centre of global sporting
culture.

With Milan's legacy and Pulisic's star power
in play, the exchange takes the jersey
beyond cricket and into the world of elite
European football. Fittingly, AC Milan's
origins trace back to its founding as a
football and cricket club, making this
crossover a nod to the club's multi-sport
roots.

Built on a behaviour where fans take the
jersey beyond matchdays and into
everyday life, #RCBEverywhere sees
PUMA turn that instinct into a global
movement. By placing the RCB jersey in
new environments and unexpected
sporting contexts, the brand continues to
amplify how far fandom can travel,
connecting cultures, communities and
disciplines through a single symbol.

As #RCBEverywhere builds, PUMA
continues to drive the RCB jersey into new
arenas, from global icon Usain Bolt
cheering for the sport to cricketer Faf du
Plessis taking it beyond the pitch, pushing
it across sports, cities and cultures, and
turning fan expression into moments that
travel far beyond the game.

No. 1 Jannik Sinner beats
rising star Rafael Jodar in
Madrid and declares 'what
a player’

MADRID. (Agency)

Top-ranked Jannik Sinner proved too much
for Rafael Jodar, the latest tennis sensation
from Spain.Jodar's run was halted by a 6-2,
7-6 (0) loss to Sinner in the quarterfinals of
the Madrid Open on Wednesday.

The 19-year-old Jodar has been quickly
rising up the rankings and had impressed in
Madrid with victories against better-
ranked opponents."What a player," Sinner
wrote on the lens of the on-court camera
after the match at the Caja Magica center
court.

"In the beginning he was maybe a little bit,
felt a bit of tension, which is normal,"
Sinner said. "But after, it came out as a
good match. I had a little bit of experience,
you know, a little bit more of experience
than him in crucial moments, but it was a
good match."Sinner had praised the
Spaniard a few other times before and was
courtside to see Jodar defeat fifth-seeded
Alex de Minaur in the round of 64.

“That's also one of the reasons why I went to
watch him, you know, him and Jodo
Fonseca," Sinner said. "I like to watch
because I know that they are going to be
potentially the future opponents most of
the time. Everyone is a very different
player, and you need to adjust yourself."

The 24-year-old Sinner said Jodar has
"everything what's needed" to be among
the top players.

At the end of the day, you know, the player
has to make the step forward, and then we
see. But what he's doing, it's incredible,"
Sinner said. "But in the same time, don't
push him too much, you know. Because
sometimes it's getting into your head and
it's very tough to get out. He's a very, very
good kid, he has a great family behind him.
The father seems very, very humble. He
has a small bubble, which is great for him. I
think he's going to make some incredible
results in the future."

The 42nd-ranked Jodar was playing in the
quarterfinals of a Masters 1000
tournament for the first time. He had
already become just the third Spaniard —
after Rafael Nadal and Carlos Alcaraz —
to earn a main-draw win in Madrid before
turning 20.Jodar earlier this month won in
Marrakech for his first ATP Tour title, then
reached the semifinals in Barcelona. He
was outside the top 600 in the rankings just
a year ago and entered the top 100 in
March.

GT vs RCB, IPL 2026 preview: Gujarat
Titans are set to face Royal

Challengers Bengaluru in their

reverse fixture on Thursday. GT need

to come out of their shell and adapt

the modern 720 template if they
want to beat a red-hot RCB.

New Delhi. (Agency)

Gujarat Titans and Royal Challengers
Bengaluru are at two extremities when it
comes to approaching a T20 game. RCB,
having adapted to the new batting
requirements of T20 cricket, are packed with
batting firepower throughout the line-up.
The arrangement of their batting order won
them the Indian Premier League last season,
where they looked equally adept at setting
targets and chasing games.

On GT's side are Shahrukh Khan,

SPORTS

At RCB, the No. 8 batter is Krunal Pandya,
who is an adept ball striker in T20 cricket
and capable of finishing games. In sharp
contrast, GT's No. 8 is Rashid Khan. While
an adept ball striker himself, you would not
put your money on Rashid
finishing games.

That difference is reflected in the
rest of the middle order as well.
RCB are power-packed with
Jitesh Sharma, Tim David and
Romario Shepherd, ready to go
hammer and tongs if the top order |
does not provide the desired |
outcome on a given day.

Rahul Tewatia and Jason Holder,
who have been criticised for their
batting this season.

between the two sides are quite apparent as
well. RCB have relied on their masters of
swing in the powerplay. Bhuvneshwar
Kumar and Josh Hazlewood have been their
go-to men. Ask Delhi Capitals, they were
blown out of the water just days after

The Sikh Times 9

registering one of the highest scores in the
tournament this season.

acentury at a strike rate of 172 did more harm
than good to Gujarat.

Similarly, Gujarat have relied on Kagiso Sudharsan anchored the innings for GT, while
Rabada and Mohammed Siraj, who have
bowled some terrific spells this season.

While the contrasts are steep, the similaritess BLOWNAWAY IN BENGALURU

But Gujarat's bowling can only do so much. In
their first encounter against RCB this season,
played at the M Chinnaswamy Stadium, GT
lost despite their opener Sai Sudharsan
scoring a century. Sudharsan got the plaudits
from select sections of experts, but in reality,

Travishek Blueprint: The simple secref
behind IPL's most destructive opening pair

New Delhi. (Agency)

In the modern T20 landscape, where J
coaching manuals are thick with data and
tactical complexity, the Sunrisers
Hyderabad opening pair of Travis Head
and Abhishek Sharma is thriving on a
remarkably primitive philosophy. On
Wednesday night at the Wankhede, that
philosophy laid the founding stone for
their record chase against Mumbai
Indians in IPL 2026.

Facing a daunting 245-run chase against
Mumbai Indians, Travishek produced a
Powerplay for the ages. They hammered 92
runs in the first six overs, eventually
stitching together a 129-run stand in just 8.4
overs. Even the league's gold standard,
Jasprit Bumrah, was not spared as the pair
effectively ended the contest before the
halfway mark of the innings.The victory
was SRH's fifth on the bounce, a streak
fueled by the relentless starts provided by

the Australian veteran and the young Indian
left-hander. Since they first paired up in
2024, they have amassed 1,639 runs at an
average 0f 49.66. It is the most by an opening
pair in the last three years of the IPL. This
season alone, they lead the charts with 529
runs ata staggering average of 58.77.

'SEE BALL, LIFT BALL’
While fans and analysts look for deep tactical

secrets, Abhishek Sharma revealed that their
success is rooted in a mindset of

uncomplicated aggression.

"I mean, I always try to get out something of
Head, but he's just very quiet and he likes to
do it with the bat most of the times,"
Abhishek said after the match. "But still, I
think whenever I ask him something, when
he's outscoring, he just have one answer,
just do whatever the ball you lift and just go
for it. And that's the one, I think, philosophy
we've been using in the few years now, is
just lift the ball and hit it."Abhishek's
insight suggests a partnership built on
instinctive reaction rather than over-
analysis.

“Whenever you're in pressure, just talk to the
other partner, get some confidence, and then
just do it. To be very honest, we always just
congratulate each other on fifties and
hundreds at a partnership. That said, that's
we just figure out on the big screen and
nothing else. We just watch the ball and
react."”

Bumrah entitled to have a bad IPL season:
Kieron Pollard's big message to critics

New Delhi. (Agency)

In the unforgiving ecosystem of the IPL,
where a bowler is often only as good as
his last four overs, even a titan like Jasprit
Bumrah is finding that past glory offers
little shelter from a modern-day
storm. On Wednesday night at the
Wankhede, the man widely regarded
as the world's finest looked
startlingly human.

After Bumrah was dismantled by a
relentless SunRisers Hyderabad —
conceding 54 runs in a wicketless |
four-over spell — Mumbai Indians |
batting coach Kieron Pollard |
stepped in to serve as a human
shield. His post-match message was
a rare appeal for perspective in a
league that rarely grants it: "He is allowed
to have a bad day, and he is allowed to
have abad season."

Tasked with defending a massive 245,
Mumbai looked to their spearhead to kill
the contest early. Instead, the SRH
openers treated Bumrah with a lack of

reverence that bordered on the surreal.
Introduced in the second over, he was
immediately targeted by Abhishek
Sharma, who sent him deep into the
stands. By the end of his second over in

the Powerplay, Bumrah had leaked 32
runs, helpless against a 92-run opening
stand by Travis Head and Abhishek.

The discomfort followed him into the death

overs. Usually the master of the yorker,
Bumrah struggled with his lengths and
lines. In the 14th over, Heinrich Klaasen

punished him for a towering six, and in
the 18th, the ultimate indignity arrived
when youngster Salil Arora cleared the
boundary with ease. With final figures of
0/54, it was a performance that suggested
a bowler who is not just out of
rhythm, but perhaps out of gas.
THE STATISTICAL
ANOMALY
The numbers for IPL 2026 are
jarring. In eight matches, Bumrah
has managed just two wickets,
languishing with an average of
132 and an economy of 8.80. For
a player who has consistently
crossed the 15-wicket mark every
: season since 2016, the drop-off'is
a genuine shock.It is a puzzling
dip considering his heroics in the recent
T20 World Cup, where his four-wicket
haul against New Zealand secured the
trophy for India. Whether it is the
physical toll of that campaign or the
mental fatigue of carrying a struggling
Ml attack, the spark is currently missing.

others struggled to score. The left-hander

played nearly half the balls in 20 overs, but
barely attacked in his last 15 balls. The
result: GT scored 205 runs at the M
Chinnaswamy Stadium.In response, RCB
went hammer and tongs from the very start
of their chase. Devdutt Padikkal, coming
in at No. 3, started his innings by smashing
a six. He got out trying to hit a six as well,
having played less than half the balls that
Sudharsan did.There were anchors in the
RCB inningsas well. Kohli, dropped early
in the game by Washington Sundar, ended
up scoring 81 in just 44 balls, guiding the
hosts to a successful chase in less than 17
overs.

And that is the gulf that the two sides have in

this edition of the game.Even with that kind
of cricket, Gujarat have won four out of their
eight matches. The teams that they have
beaten this season are Lucknow Super
Giants, Kolkata Knight Riders, Chennai
Super Kings and Delhi Capitals.

Get well soon, sir: Vinod
Kambli's Wankhede appearance

during IPL match warms hearts

New Delhi. (Agency)

In the cathedral of Mumbai cricket, where
the roar of the crowd usually belongs to the
modern icons of the IPL, a quieter, more
poignant moment stole the spotlight on
Wednesday night. Vinod Kambli, the man
who once dominated this very turf with
flamboyant strokeplay, made a rare and
emotional return to the Wankhede Stadium.

The occasion was the big-ticket clash
between Mumbai Indians and Sunrisers
Hyderabad on April 29. However, for a
section of the fans near the pavilion, the
real story wasn't the scoreboard, but the
sight of the former India left-hander back in
his natural habitat.Kambli's arrival was a
testament to his enduring spirit. Dressed in
a simple white checked shirt, brown
trousers, and sports shoes, the 54-year-old
looked frail. Battling well-documented
health issues, he required the assistance of
two companions to navigate his way
through the stadium premises.

Yet, despite the visible physical struggle, the
trademark Kambli cheer remained intact.
As he made his way toward his seat, the
fans — many of whom grew up on tales of
his record-breaking partnerships — reached
out with words of encouragement.

"Get well soon, sir," called out one fan from
the stands. Kambli didn't just pass by; he
paused, made eye contact, and offered a
firm thumbs-up and a "thank you." It was a
brief exchange, but one that resonated
deeply with those present, signalling that
while the body might be weary, the
connection to the game and its people
remains unbroken.

DEFYING THE RUMOUR MILL

This public appearance serves as a
significant reassurance to the cricketing
fraternity. The month of April 2026 has
been a turbulent one for the Kambli
household, marked by a flurry of
distressing reports regarding his condition.

Earlier this month, rumors swirled that the
former cricketer had been admitted to
intensive care. Concerns were specifically
raised about a blood clot in his brain and the
potential risk of a stroke. However, his
wife, Andrea, was quick to dispel the
gloom.

Champions League: Mikel Arteta cries foul
over VAR call as Arsenal held by Atletico

Champions League semi-final

first leq: Coach Mikel Arteta
hit out after Arsenal's
penalty was overturned by
VAR in Madrid. He said the
decision denied a potentially

decisive win.

Madrid. (Agency)
Arsenal manager Mikel Arteta lambasted the

After consulting the VAR, referee Danny
Makkelie overturned the penalty he had
awarded when Eberechi Eze appeared to
have his toe stepped on in the second half,
and the game ended 1-1.

Arteta argued that there was clear contact
and said the fact that the referee had to
watch the replay several times before
reversing his decision was proof that it
should have stood.s difficult, and the
second leg will be too.”"What I'm
incredibly fuming about is how the hell
the penalty on Ebs gets overturned,"
Arteta said. "If you have to watch it 13
times...That's a goal that can change the
course of the season. This cannot

happen."

referee's decision to overturn a penalty he MORE SUBDUED AFFAIR . . .
had originally awarded his side that denied After Tuesday's nine-goal thriller between Atletico enjoyed more possession early on but

them victory in the first leg of their
Champions League semi-final against
Atletico Madrid on Wednesday.

Paris St Germain and Bayern Munich in the
first semi-final in France, the Metropolitano
was treated to a far more tactical affair,

although the home crowd did their best to
provide some early theatre by greeting the

struck the penalty firmly past Jan Oblak to
send Arsenal in ahead at halftime.

teams with an avalanche of toilet paper Atletico equalised in the 56th minute after the
thrown from the stands on to the pitch.

handed Arsenal the lead in the 44th minute
when Gyokeres was brought down by David
Hancko inside the box. The Sweden striker

VAR spotted a Ben White handball inside the
box from Marcos Llorente's shot.
Alvarez fired the resulting penalty
into the top left corner beyond
David Raya.

Antoine Griezmann rattled the
crossbar a little later while Arsenal
were awarded a late penalty that
was overturned by the referee after
a VAR review.Arteta said that he
accepted the penalty awarded to
Atletico after the ball bounced off
Ben White's leg on to his hand,
even though it would not have been
awarded in the Premier League.

Julian Alvarez converted, equalising in the
56th minute."The same way we have to
accept Ben White's penalty, Ebs's is a clear
penalty," he said.
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West Asia crisis may trigger
supply shock, push inflation
higher: Finance Ministry

New Delhi.(Agency)

The Finance Ministry has warned that the ongoing
West Asia crisis could trigger a supply shock for the
Indian economy and fuel inflation if disruptions in
oil supplies persist, according to its monthly
economic review for April.The ministry said
damage to oil and gas production and supply
infrastructure in the Gulf region could take several
months to repair.

It noted: “Repairing the damage to the oil and gas
production/supply infrastructure in the Gulf region
may take several months. If such a gradual recovery
is not supported by a good kharif output (a weather
shock /below normal monsoon as predicted by the
IMD - possible El Nino conditions), it is likely that
the price shock felt at the headline inflation might
spill over to the core measure through the cost-push
channel.”

The report said that if a delayed recovery in global oil
supplies coincides with a weak kharif season due to
below-normal monsoon conditions, inflationary
pressures could intensify. The India Meteorological
Department (IMD) has indicated the possibility of
El Nino conditions, which may result in lower
rainfall across several regions.It added that India is
entering FY2026-27 with strong domestic
fundamentals but facing external challenges. The
economy recorded real GDP growth of 7.6 per cent
in the previous fiscal year, supporting a projected
growth range of 7-7.4 per cent for the coming year.

However, the outlook has been clouded by
uncertainty arising from the West Asia conflict.The
ministry observed that a supply shock is already
visible, with rising prices and concerns over
demand compression. Higher input costs,
particularly in the petroleum sector, are expected to
affect multiple industries.

Big EPFO update: Minimum
pension may rise /.5 times,
ATM withdrawals soon

New Delhi.(Agency)

EPF subscribers may soon see big changes. The
government is considering a sharp hike in the
minimum pension, while EPFO is also working
on allowing ATM withdrawals, thereby making
access to money quicker and simpler.

PENSION HIKE UNDER DISCUSSION

The government is mulling a sharp increase in the
minimum pension under the Employees’
Pension Scheme (EPS-95). The current
minimum pension of Rs 1,000 may be raised to
Rs 7,500, according to sources.The demand for
this increase has been gaining momentum, with
labour unions strongly pushing for a revision. A
parliamentary committee has also
recommended raising the pension amount. A
final decision is expected soon.

INTEREST RATE AND WITHDRAWAL
RELIEF

Alongside pension changes, EPFO is likely to
offer an interest rate of 8.25% to account
holders. The proposal is currently awaiting
approval from the Finance Ministry. Once
cleared, the interest amount will be credited to
subscribers’ accounts.Another key change in the
works is the introduction of ATM-based PF
withdrawals. This move is expected to make
accessing funds easier and quicker for members.

EPFOSETS NEW RECORD

EPFO has reported strong performance in claim
settlements.In the financial year 2025-26, it
settled 8.31 crore claims, a significant rise from
6.01 crore claims in the previous year. Out of
these, 5.51 crore claims were related to advance
or partial withdrawals, showing increased usage
of'the facility by members.

Sensex opens 700 points
lower, Nifty below 24,000;
IndiGo down 2%

NEW DELHI.(Agency)

Benchmark stock market indices opened lower on
Thursday, reacting to the sharp jump in crude oil
prices, affecting investor sentiment. Rupee also
weakened in early trade, adding to market pressure.

The &P BSE Sensex was down 947.08 points to
76,549.28, while the NSE Nifty50 lost 317.60 points
to 23,860.05 as of 10:01 am.Dr. VK Vijayakumar,
Chief Investment Strategist, Geojit Investments
Limited, said that there are two headwinds which
can impact the market in the near-term.

"One, Brent crude at $120 threatens to worsen India’s
macros; the downside risk to growth and upside risk
to inflation will rise if crude price remains elevated
at this level. Two, the results from Al majors in US
and South Korea are better than expected; this, in
turn, might strengthen the ongoing Al trade for some
more time. This means further portfolio outflows
from India, impacting our markets," he added.

Selling was seen across sectors. Nifty Auto fell 1.94%,
Financial Services declined 1.25%, and PSU Bank
index dropped 1.64%. Realty was down 1.56%,
while Metal slipped 1.29%.

Consumer Durables fell 1.23%, Oil & Gas index
declined 0.93%, and FMCG was down 0.83%. Even
relatively defensive sectors like healthcare slipped
0.48%.The broader market also remained weak.
Nifty Midcap 100 declined 1.09%, while Nifty
Smallcap 100 fell 0.49%.

India VIX rose 4.55% to 18.23, indicating rising
volatility and nervousness among investors.

SENSEX STOCKS: FEW GAINERS, MANY
LOSERS

Among Sensex stocks, only a handful were trading
higher. Bajaj Finance led gains, rising 3.23%,
followed by Bajaj Finserv (1.13%). Infosys and Tech
Mahindra were marginally positive.

“The first meeting was held

BUSINESS
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Stock markets dive in early trade as oil
prices surge above USD 120 per barrel

New Delhi.(Agency)

Benchmark equity indices Sensex and

Nifty fell sharply in early trading on
Thursday, pressured by a surge in crude
oil prices, weak global cues, and
continued foreign fund outflows.

The 30-share BSE Sensex dropped 821.79

points to 76,674.57 in early deals, while
the 50-share NSE Nifty 50 declined 287.3
points to 23,890.35.

Among Sensex constituents, major losers

included InterGlobe Aviation, Eternal,
UltraTech Cement, Mahindra &
Mahindra, Axis Bank, and Adani Ports
and Special Economic Zone. On the other
hand, gainers included Bajaj Finance,
Bajaj Finserv, Tech Mahindra, Infosys,
and Power Grid Corporation of India.

Global oil benchmark Brent crude rose

4.08% to USD 122.8 per barrel,
intensifying inflation concerns and
weighing on investor sentiment.

"The markets opened today on a sharply

negative note, reversing the recent
recovery trend, as escalating geopolitical

tensions weighed heavily on
investor sentiment. The earlier
optimism surrounding the
temporary US-Iran ceasefire
has faced after talks collapsed
over the weekend, raising
fears of a prolonged conflict
and potential supply
disruptions in the Middle
East," said R Ponmudi, CEO,
Enrich Money, an equity
research and wealth tech
company.

Foreign Institutional Investors !
(FIIs) were net sellers, |
offloading equities worth Rs s
2,468.42 crore on Wednesday,
as per exchange data.

Across Asia, markets showed a broadly |
negative trend. South Korea’s Kospi,
Japan’s Nikkei 225, and Hong Kong’s

marginal gains.

8th Pay Commission: What worker hodies
have demanded ahead of salary review

New Delhi.(Agency)

As the first round of meetings of the 8th

Pay Commission began in Delhi,
employee representatives have placed a
wide set of demands before the panel,
calling for higher pay, pension reforms

The report includes exclusive inputs and

an interview with Shiva Gopal Mishra,
offering deeper insight into how
employee representatives are
approaching the discussions and what
they expect from the Commission.

and better service conditions.A note COREDEMANDS ON SALARY
issued by Shiva Gopal Mishra, At the centre of the demands is a sharp

Convenor - NC (JCM) Staff
Side | General Secretary —
AIRF | NRMU, after the April
28 meeting gives a detailed
account of what was discussed
and what employees are
seeking.

=

today on 28/04/2026,” the
note said, adding that
discussions “concluded
positively” while calling for
“more meetings with the 8th
CPC”.

Has also reported from the ground on Day

1 of the 8th Pay Commission meetings,
capturing on-ground developments and
conversations around the process.

&

revision in minimum pay.“The
requirement for essential technological
expenditure etc have derived Rs
69000/- as Minimum Pay,” the note
stated, laying out the staff side’s

calculation for a five-member family.

Alongside this, the staff side has proposed
a fitment factor of 3.83.

“Minimum Pay from Rs 18000/- has been
increased to Rs 69000/- therefore 3.833
is taken as the fitment factor,” the
document said.Employees have also
demanded a higher annual increment.

“Employees should get 6% of their
basic pay as annual increment
which is fully justified,” the note
added.

STRUCTURAL AND CAREER
DEMANDS

The document also pushes for
changes in career progression
and pay structures.“Five
promotions in a time scale
manner within 30 years of
service” have been proposed to
address stagnation, it said.On
pay structure, the staff side has

recommended merging pay scales “to

reduce the number of pay scales” while
considering qualifications, skills and
experience.

Where should a 25-year-old invest to
build wealth: $IPs, stocks or crypto?

NEW DELHI.(Agency)

You get your first salary, and suddenly

money feels very real. There’s rent to
pay, plans to make, maybe a
small splurge, and then comes f
that quiet, slightly confusing @
question, i.e., what should I s
actually do with the rest so it |
grows?] was reminded of this |
recently when one of my
colleagues, who is 25 and has
just started his first job, asked
me for advice. “Where should
1 invest? SIPs, stocks or
crypto? What’s the right way
to build real wealth?”

Honestly, it’s not just his dilemma. A lot

of young people today are asking the
same question. Scroll through social
media, and everyone seems to have an

answer—quick returns, stock tips, If there’s one idea that cuts through the

crypto bets. But clarity is often missing.
So, instead of relying on noise, |

reached out to experts to understand
what really works when you’re just
starting out.

START SIMPLE,NOT SMART

clutter, it’s this: don’t try to be clever
too early.

For Aswini Bajaj, CEO of Leveraged
Growth, investing is deeply
personal and context-driven.
“Investing is contextual. Income,
liabilities, family support, and
future expenses matter more than
thumb rules. There is no standard
formula.”

But when it comes to building
wealth over the long term, say 10
to 15 years, his advice is
refreshingly simple. “Start simple.
Build a portfolio using ETFs such

as Nifty 50, midcap, and small cap, and
add 5-15% to gold and silver ETFs.
The focus is not on being smart
initially. Itis on being consistent.”

Hang Seng Index traded lower, while
China’s SSE Composite Index posted

n the US, equities ended mostly in the red
on Wednesday. The Dow Jones Industrial

Average closed lower as oil prices
continued to climb. Meanwhile, the Federal
Reserve kept interest
rates unchanged,
offering limited support
toriskier assets.
According to market
expert Hariprasad K,
persistent geopolitical
tensions—particularly
those affecting supply
chains—are dampening
risk appetite and keeping
markets highly reactive
tonews developments.
| In the previous session on
Wednesday, markets had
closed on a positive note.
The Sensex gained
609.45 points (0.79%) to
finish at 77,496.36, while the Nifty
advanced 181.95 points (0.76%) to settle at
24,177.65.

Rs 686 crore tax refund
lifts Federal Bank Q4 net
profit 22 pc to Rs 1,259
crore

MUMBALI.(Agency)

Kochi-headquartered mid-sized private sector
lender Federal Bank has reported a muted set
of earning numbers in the March quarter with
net income from core operations coming in
only around 34% of the total reported Rs 1,259
crore, as against Rs 1,030 crore booked in the
year-ago quarter as the remaining Rs 686.31
crore is accounted for a tax refund.

Despite this, the bank management led by chief
executive KVS Manian claimed during the
earnings call Wednesday this is the highest-
ever quarterly net profit for the bank and the
same would have been the highest ever even
without this 66% one-off boost.

The sixth largest bank had a whopping Rs
686.31 crore refund from the income tax
department during the quarter. This refund was
for the assessment years 2011-12, 2012-13,
and2013-14.

Together with the tax refund, profit grew 22%
on-year, partly aided by higher core income
that soared 56% on the back of cost reduction.
Barring these two core metrics the bank had a
muted set of numbers.

Net interest income rose 56% to Rs 3,173 crore
in spite of muted lending that grew only 6%
but that was taken care of by a massive 62 bps
jump in net interest margin, which printed in at
3.74% in the reporting quarter from 3.12% in
the year ago period and 65 bps reduction in
costof funds.

The margin expansion was aided by cost
reduction and a robust Casa which printed in at
nearly 33%, up 271 bps in the quarter,
executive director Venkataraman V said,
adding there was also a 65 bps reduction in
cost of funds as the bank retired a lot of higher
priced wholesale deposits and consciously
focused more on retail deposits, which
resulted in cost of funds coming down to 5.46
from 6.06%.

Asset quality improved marginally with net
NPAs coming in at 0.22%, improving from
0.44% and gross NPA improving to 1.62%
from 1.84%.Deposits grew to Rs 3.13 trillion
in Q4 from Rs 2.83 trillion, of this 32.94% was
Casa deposits rose by 271 bps from 30.23.
Advances rose to Rs 2.72 trillion from Rs 2.47
trillion mostly led by gold loans.

OnEMI Technology IPO: Is it a good
long-term het or should you wait?

Founded in 2016, OnEMI operates

in the fast-qrowing digital

lending space. It offers personal

loans and loans against property

with quick approvals and

minimal paperwork—something

that has clearly clicked with

young horrowers.

New Delhi.(Agency)

The IPO market is buzzing again, and this

time it’s OnEMI Technology Solutions,
the company behind the digital lending
platform Kissht. But for investors
looking beyond listing-day gains, the
real question is simple: does this offer
long-term value or is it better to wait and
watch?The company plans to raise Rs
850 crore through a fresh issue, mainly

to strengthen the capital base of its
lending arm, along with Rs 75.9 crore
via an offer for sale. Post listing,
promoter holding will fall from 35.2%

A large share of its users, around

68%, 160.6 crore.Margins have improved as

earn between Rs 25,000 and Rs 75,000 a
month, showing its strong focus on the
salaried middle-income segment.

well. The net interest margin stood at
21% as of December 2025, up from
18.6% in FY23, indicating better

t024.8%.
FAST-GROWING

DIGITALLENDER

Founded in 2016, OnEMI
operates in the fast-growing
digital lending space. It
offers personal loans and
loans against property with
quick approvals and
m i n i m a I
paperwork—something
that has clearly clicked with
young borrowers.

As of December 2025, the
company had over 28.7 lakh

PO

active customers and assets under
management (AUM) of Rs 59,557
crore. Its typical customer is relatively
young, with an average age of 32, and a
decent credit profile, reflected in a
median CIBIL score of 746.

STRONG GROWTHNUMBERS
OnEMI’s financial growth has

profitability in its lending
business.

These numbers show that the
company has been scaling
up quickly in a competitive
market.

RISKS THAT INVESTORS
SHOULD NOT IGNORE

Despite the growth, there are a
few concerns that stand
out.One key risk is asset
quality. The company’s
gross non-performing assets
(NPAs) are around 3%,
which is relatively high fora

lender focused on unsecured loans.
Another major issue is its heavy

been

impressive. Its AUM has grown at a
sharp pace, rising 80% annually to Rs
4,086 crore between FY23 and FY25.
Net profit has also jumped 141% to Rs

dependence on personal loans. Nearly
94% of its AUM comes from unsecured
lending, which typically carries higher
risk, especially during.
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Kritika
Kamra

On Falling In Love With Gaurav Kapur:
'Never Discussed Who Fell First’

ritika Kamra and Gaurav Kapur recently tied the knot in an intimate
wedding ceremony at the latter’s Mumbai residence on March 11, in the
presence of their close friends and family members. Now, a month after
their marriage, the actress has opened up about their love story and how she
decided that he is the one.
Kritika on falling in love with Gaurav Kapur
Speaking to Miss Malini, Kritika Kamra spoke about how their relationship started
with friendship and shared, “People say friendship is very important in love. |
absolutely agree. It’s a great feeling to be with someone who feels like your best
friend."Kritika, while dismissing the idea that opposites attract, shared, “I think
you need more in common to enjoy someone’s company, to live with them and
understand them. Attraction doesn’t always consider that, but alignment is

important. Your heart and your head need to be aligned, it’s not just fun and
games.” '
“I don’t know. We’ve never discussed who fell first. It kind of grew naturally. It
started with a great friendship and instant chemistry, but the realisation that this is.
someone I want to be with for life took time. As the relationship evolved, that.
happened almost simultaneously for both of us," Kritika added, revealing that
their relationship evolved over time and they never discussed who fell first.
More about Kritika and Gaurav’s wedding
Kritika and Gaurav got married on March 11 in an intimate wedding setting wit
their families and a close circle of friends in attendance. They had a registere
wedding at home. Kritika made her acting debut in 2007 with Yahan Ke Hu
Sikandar. In 2009, she played a singer, Arohi, in Kitani Mohabbat Hai opposit
Karan. She was then seen in Pyaar Ka Bandhan, Kitani Mohabbat Hai 2, an
Kuch Toh Log Kahenge.
Kritika Kamra on work front
In 2015, Kritika played a reporter, Ananya Kashyap, opposite Rajeev Khandelwa
in Reporters. She was then seen as Princess Chandrakanta in Prem Ya Paheli -
Chandrakanta. She made her film debut in 2018 with Mitron. In 2021, she playe
acollege student, Sana, in the web series Tandav.

angana Ranaut

Marks 20 Years In Bollywood, Shares Glimpses

ctress Kangana Ranaut completed 20 years in the entertainment industry on
Tuesday.Commemorating the occasion, Kangana dropped a glimpse of her first portfolio
L shoot on the Stories section of her Instagram handle.Kangana revealed that it was these

pictures that helped her land her role in her debut movie, “Gangster".“Today I completed 20 years
n the film industry, this is my first portfolio by @jatinkampani that landed me the role of Simran in

larking 2 decades of “Gangster" release, Kangana also uploaded a picture from her first magazine

'shoot.Made under the

direction of Anurag Basu,

"~ “Gangster" has been

. jointly produced by

Mahesh Bhatt and Mukesh

Bhattof Vishesh Films.

.~ The primary cast of the 2006

romantic thriller includes

Kangana, Emraan

Hashmi, and Shiney Ahuja

in lead roles.The music

from “Gangster", which

still remains fresh in the
memory of music lovers,
has been composed by
Pritam.Bobby Singh
looked after the camera
work of the drama, while Akiv Ali was the head of the editing department.

After a successful debut, Kangana went on to be a part of some exciting projects such as “Woh
Lambhe..." (2006), “Life in a... Metro" (2007), “Fashion" (2008), “Raaz: The Mystery Continues"
(2009), and “Once Upon a Time in Mumbaai (2010)".

In2011, she received a lot of praise for her comic timing in the movie “Tanu Weds Manu" (2011), co-
starring R Madhavan.Kangana went on to bag not one, but two consecutive National Film Awards
for ‘Best Actress’ for “Queen" in 2014 and “Tanu Weds Manu Returns" in 2015.

Following this, she went on to lead “Manikarnika: The Queen of Jhansi" in 2019 and “Panga" in
2020.

Aamir Khan Compares Junaid Khan

To Himself, Says 'Voh Lambi Race Ka
Ghoda Hai, Failures Donft Faze Him'

amir Khan, who is backing his son Junaid

Khan’s upcoming film, has opened up about

how his son is a “lambi race ka ghoda".
Junaid Khan made his acting debut with Maharaj,
and his performance was largely appreciated in the
film. He was then seen in Loveyapa, which proved
to be a box office disaster. Now, he will be seen in
Ek Din alongside Sai Pallavi.

In a recent chat with Radio City India, Aamir Khan
spoke about how he doesn’t shield Junaid. He said,
“Junaid aisa nahi hai, vo mujhe kabhi kuch karne
nahi dega. He is a very independent guy, very
strong-willed and doesn’t give up easily. Voh lambi
race ka ghoda hai, jo mere baare mein bhi bola jaata
tha jab main pehle pehle aaya tha. Failures don’t
faze him, and he’s very honest with himself.”

Aamir also said, “He has also followed his character
in Ek Din with full honesty. Although it’s not a very
heroic character, he has never tried to step out of'it.
That shows his honesty towards his work." Aamir
said that Junaid fully becomes the character he is
playing on screen.

Meanwhile, Aamir Khan Productions’ upcoming
film, Ek Din, is gradually building strong
anticipation among audiences. Touted as a tender
and heartfelt love story, the film has already
resonated with viewers, thanks to its captivating
trailer and soulful music.

Ek Din reunites Aamir Khan with filmmaker
Mansoor Khan after a significant hiatus, reviving
one of Hindi cinema’s most cherished creative
partnerships. Together, they have gifted audiences
unforgettable films like Qayamat Se Qayamat Tak,
Jo Jeeta Wohi Sikandar, Akele Hum Akele Tum,
and Jaane Tu... Ya Jaane Na.

With Ek Din, the duo returns to the romance genre,
sparking fresh excitement among fans. Their
coming together once again has heightened
curiosity, with audiences keen to witness the charm
they recreate on screen.

Produced under the banner of Aamir Khan
Productions, Ek Din stars Sai Pallavi and Junaid
Khan. The film is directed by Sunil Pandey and
produced by Aamir Khan, Mansoor Khan, and
Aparna Purohit. The film is set to release in
theatres on 1st May 2026.

Akshay Oberoi Reuniting With
Siddharth Anand In King: 'l Feel
More Confident; The Scale,

Discipline...'

ctor Akshay Oberoi, who has reunited

with Siddharth Anand after two years for

“King," starring Shah Rukh Khan, has
spoken about the comfort he shares with the
filmmaker, and added that he feels more
confident stepping into the sets of the upcoming
film.Reflecting on their association, Akshay,
who worked with the filmmaker in “Fighter,"
expressed gratitude for being called back for
another project.

Akshay said: “It’s been almost two years since
Fighter, and collaborating with Sid again for
King feels very special. With him, there’s a
certain level of trust that already exists. When Sid
calls, I don’t ask too many questions, I just arrive,
because [ know he will always look out for me as
an actor and make sure I’'m in the right place
creatively."

“That’s exactly what happened with King as well.
He has this incredible ability to understand his
actors and bring out something new in them," he
added:Akshay said that working on Fighter
really strengthened his wings as an actor.

“The scale, the discipline, and the kind of
performance Sid expects from everyone pushes
you to grow. | learned a lot during that film, and I
feel more confident stepping into King now."

He says that to him it feels like the journey that
began with Fighter has helped him evolve.

“I’'m thankful to Sid for trusting me again and
giving me another opportunity to be part of his
cinematic world."

Fighter released in 2024. It stars Hrithik Roshan,
Deepika Padukone, Anil Kapoor, Karan Singh
Grover, and Akshay Oberoi. The film follows
Shamsher Pathania as he fulfills his lifelong
dream and becomes a member of the Indian Air
Force. As he faces rigorous challenges, he must
rise above his own limitations to become a true
hero.




New Delhi,Friday, 01 May 2026

We spend major part of our lives at the workplace.
Hence the environment should be such that we should
be able to look forward to work and not dread it.

Among several other things that make your
workplace tolerable, the most important are
the people or colleagues as we call them. We
do have our loyal set of friends, both from
childhood and college. However, we do meet
some interesting people at our workplace too
who go on to become our best buddies for
life. There are all kinds of people at work and
the list can be exhaustive. However, here are
a few interesting ones that are part of every
organisation.

Altruistic: This person would go out of his
way to make others happy, sometimes at the
cost of getting himself in trouble. People
take undue advantage of him for their selfish
gains. Chamchi: She loves to be in the good
books of the boss. She's willing to go the
extra mile to make the boss happy. She will
spy on colleagues, sweet talk you into giving
out information only to pass it on to the boss.
She always speaks in favour of her superior
and also covers up for her absence. However,
it's not difficult to spot one at work. People
can easily identify her and know better than
to confide in her. The life expectancy of a
chamchi in the organisation will last only till
the boss exists.

Reliable: This person is the best of the lot.
Want someone to work on your weekly off?
She's only too willing to lend her supporting
hand. You can confide your secrets in her and
be sure they won't be shared.

Couch potato: He's the hungry jack.
Always munching something or the other.
His desk is filled with food items of all sorts

— chips, cup noodles, biscuits, chocolates. He
loves to eat and keeps ordering food from
outside. Be on good terms with him as he can
be your saviour when you are hungry.

Noncommittal: Such people mind their
business and choose to be blind to the
happenings around. All they want is to be paid
at the end of every month. They might offer lip
sympathy, but never expect them to stand by
you during crisis.

Backstabber: He's very social and talks to
everybody. But his intentions aren't genuine.
You never know when he'll let you down. He
might let you down when you least expect it.
Should he land in crisis, he will use you to get
out of it. For instance, if the boss is unhappy
with your work, he'll conveniently place the
blame on you to save his a**.

Rumour monger: She's always hungry for
interesting gossips so she can pass it on to
others during lunch or coffee break. She's
interested about your personal life, problems
and everything about you. Rumours floating
around your love life? You know the culprit.

Flirt: No, you don't have to stay away from
him as he's harmless. He thinks he's the
reincarnation of Lord Krishna and loves to be
seen around with women. He doesn't miss an
opportunity to complement you. He makes you
feel like the most beautiful person on earth.
Many feel such people boost your confidence.

Humorous: He has a great sense of humour
and very witty. He makes boring work life so
much better and tolerable. You literally chill
out when he's around.

The joy of cooking
with your kids

Cooking is a wonderful way to bond with
your kids

Who says cooking is a chore? Turnitinto a
fun and learning experience for your kids.
Whip up a lip-smacking meal along with
your kids and see what a joyous
experienceit's.

Bonding time: Cooking time gives a
chance to bond with your kids. Kids while
being a part of cooking session with
parents, feel involved and responsible. It's
also a time to strike an intimate rapport
with them and know what's going in their
mind and lives. It is relaxing when the
entire family involved.

Knowing about different cuisine and
cultures: Food shows in television have

brought the world into our kitchens. But
when you cook together, try out new recipes,
it's a new learning experience. Tell stories
regarding a particular cuisine or origins of
food traditions. Cooking helps children
learn about different cultures and that's a
wonderful way to learn. In India, we have so
many different kind of regional cuisines and
cooking dishes from different parts of the
country gives a chance to the kids to broaden
their mind and understanding geography,
traditions, festivals, availability of local
ingredients and more.
A sense of confidence and self-esteem:
Cooking gives a sense of accomplishment.
It's a joy when you make a delicious dish. It
boosts one's

self-esteem and
gives a sense of
confidence. So,
when your kids
join you in the
kitchen it's a
happy occasion
that will also
create
memories for
all times to
come. In
cooking, one
needs to use
one's senses, SO
it's a good
practical lesson
too.
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5 types of

Women
men

shoul
avoid

Here is a list of

women quys should

stay away from...

is a big mix of insecurity,
possessiveness, and other
self-esteem issues. Men
generally end up
identifying such women
only when they can are
well into a relationship.
Though such women
initially appear to be
independent, once they are
in a relationship and feels
safe, her neediness begins
to manifest.

Miss I, me, myself

Women are always quick to
state what they hate about
men, trying to prove that it's
them who should work
towards keeping the
relationship going. However,
it's not always men who are to
be blamed. Let's face it, as
there are things women hate
about men, there are also

quite a few things that men
hate about women. Here are
few kinds of women that
men tend to stay away from:
Miss clingy

Believed to be every man's
worst fear, this type of
woman frequently
verbalises how desperate she
is to get married. Clinginess

Unlike other women, these
are the ones most men will
give chance and try to win
over, simply because these
women are a challenge.
Because of the strength these
women possess most men
tend to avoid commitment
with them. However, they are

Definitely men do not want a
woman who is totally
dependent on them, but when
a confident woman allows
herself to depend on them,
man get flattered.

Miss chatter-box

For a man, a talkative woman
is neither good nor bad. Most
women are accused of being
too talkative when, in reality,

captivated by this strength
and view winning them over
as conquest. These women

have both, the
competitiveness of a man
and the sensitivity of a
woman. In an instant, they
can switch from being
seductive to emotionally
distant. In fact, they use their
hatred for men as a shield to
avoid being hurt.

Miss I'm the best

It is believed that successful
women are the ones men
tend to feel threatened by
and to an extent it holds true.
Actually, men are not
threatened by successful
women, but are of the
opinion that successful
women do notneed them.

A lot of women often say
that they do not need a man
to make them happy, as they
earn good money, own a
house, and have a wonderful
social life. Such women do
not depend on men and this
is what puts them off the list.

they are speaking more
simply because they are
discussing a subject that is of
great interest to them and not
just because women talk
more. In a woman's world,
everyone speaks together. In
the world of men, it is
considered rude to speak out
of turn and one is not to be
interrupted by the other until
he's done. Therefore, when a
woman asks a man a question
and he proceeds to answer her
- and then she begins to
interject her opinions for the
next 10 minutes - he'll just
quit trying.

Miss read my mind

For some reason, a woman
expects her man to know
exactly what she's thinking at
all times. As a result, she
constantly tests him, using his
responses to gauge his level
of love. This type of
behaviour should be avoided,
as very few men are interested
in dealing with the constant
guessing games.
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