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The Sikh Times
CHANDIGARH, 27th April:

Punjab Chief Minister Bhagwant
Singh Mann on Monday reviewed
the state’s flood prepared-
ness and approved the
purchase of advanced
amphibious machines to
strengthen Punjab’s flood
prevention and relief
infrastructure, asserting
that the People’s
Government is moving
proactively to minimise
damage and protect lives
ahead of the monsoon
season. Chairing a high-
level meeting, CM
Bhagwant Singh Mann
said, “In order to carry out flood
relief measures further in a
smooth and hassle free manner,
consent has been given to pur-
chase amphibious machines for
desilting of rivers and drains effec-
tively.”  He emphasised that these

machines are capable of operating
even in running water and can
carry out deep desilting, making
them critical for both preventive
action and emergency response.

“These multipurpose machines
can carry on desilting deeply due
to which acquiring them is the
need of the hour to carry flood
relief operations both in anticipa-
tion and in case of emergency,” he
stated, while directing the depart-
ment to prepare a detailed blue-

print for their procurement.
Referring to global best practices,
CM Bhagwant Singh Mann said,
“I had seen the operations of this
machine recently during my trip

to Finland where these
multipurpose machines
are optimally utilized.”
He added that these
machines can be effec-
tively deployed for main-
tenance and cleaning of
rivers, drains, ponds and
other water bodies,
alongside flood protec-
tion works. “The acquisi-
tion of these machines by
the state government will
go a long way in mitigating

the woes faced by people due to
fury of floods,” he noted.
Highlighting water management
concerns, CM Bhagwant Singh
Mann said, “The maximum water
level of the Bhakra Dam was 1680
feet and on April 26 this was record-
ed as 1594 feet.” Contd.......page-2

Advanced desilting machines to boost flood prevention,
protect lives & crops across Punjab: CM Mann

India locks FTA with New Zealand, gets
duty-free access for 100% exports

The Sikh Times
New Delhi: Union Minister of

Commerce and Industry Piyush Goyal
with New Zealand Minister of Trade and
Investment Todd McClay during the sign-
ing of the India-New Zealand free trade
agreement, in New Delhi.
(@PiyushGoyal/X via PTI Photo) India
and New Zealand on Monday signed Free
Trade Agreement (FTA) in New Delhi,
granting 100 percent duty-free access for
all Indian exports to New Zealand, cover-
ing all tariff lines and will significantly
boost MSMEs and employment. The
agreement, which was signed by Union
Minister of Commerce and Industry
Piyush Goyal and New Zealand’s Minister
for Trade and Investment Todd McClay,
includes a commitment of facilitating USD
20 billion in investment into India,
strengthening long-term economic coop-
eration and supporting the country's
growth. With zero-duty market access
from entry into force as New Zealand’s
other trade partners, Indian products will
be fully competitive in New Zealand enjoy-
ing a level playing field, which will directly
support workers, artisans, women entre-
preneurs, youth, and MSMEs across
India. The deal is expected to enhance
competitiveness in labour-intensive sec-

tors such as textiles, apparel, leather,
footwear, gems and jewellery, engineering
goods, and processed foods. Furthermore,

India also secures duty-free inputs for its
manufacturing sector, including wooden
logs, coking coal, and waste and scraps of
metals, lowering production costs and
enhancing the global competitiveness of

Indian industry. Zero-duty access under
India-New Zealand FTA expected to lift
gems, jewellery exports to USD 50 mn in

three years: GJEPC' As part of the FTA,
India has offered tariff liberalisation on
70.03 percent of tariff lines covering 95
percent of bilateral trade value, while keep-
ing 29.97 percent of tariff lines in exclusion

to protect country's sensitive sectors. With
this, 30 percent of tariff lines will have
immediate duty elimination, covering
wood, wool, sheep meat, leather-raw hides
etc. About 35.60 percent of tariffs are sub-
ject to phased elimination over 3, 5, 7, and
10 years, including petroleum oil, malt
extract, vegetable oils, and selected electri-
cal and mechanical machinery, peptones
etc. Also, 4.37 percent of products face tar-
iff reductions such as wine, pharmaceuti-
cal drugs, polymers, aluminum, iron and
steel articles etc. And, 0.06 percent fall
under tariff rate quotas, including Manuka
honey, apples, kiwi fruit, and albumins
including milk albumin. Meanwhile, the
products that are kept in exclusion are
mainly dairy (milk, cream, whey, yoghurt,
cheese etc.), animal products (other than
sheep meat), agricultural products
(onions, chana, peas, corn, almonds etc.),
sugar, artificial honey, animal, vegetable or
microbial fats and oils, among others PM
Modi said the India-New Zealand FTA
marks a major milestone towards deeper
global engagement and shared prosperity.
It strengthens economic ties between two
vibrant democracies, unlocking opportuni-
ties for farmers, artisans, youth, entrepre-
neurs, women and MSMEs. It will create
opportunities for farmers, youth, MSMEs
and entrepreneurs.

63% Hindu, 34% Muslim:
SIR deletions stir Bengal political row

Kolkata: The 2026 Assembly election in West Bengal will
be remembered for the key role the SIR—the Special
Intensive Review of the electoral rolls, played in deciding the
outcome of this crucial election, say observers. The TMC
and the BJP, both agree with that view but differ on how it
will pan out and impact the election. The SIR has deleted
close to names of one crore voters in the state. Of which, 63
per cent were Hindus and 34 per cent Muslims. Mamata

Banerjee’s supporters
said it was undertaken
to reduce Didi’s sup-
port base, especially
among women and
Muslim voters. The
BJP leaders argued
the SIR gave voters a
clean list and they
showed their apprecia-
tion by coming out in
large numbers to vote.
In March, the EC pub-

lished a draft list of just over 7 crore voters (exactly
78,16,630). In its final list after several rounds of deletion of
voters from the list, it said about 6.5 crore (6,50,52,609 vot-
ers) were eligible to exercise their franchise. It added that 60
lakh or so voters (6,06,675) names were under adjudication.
It also pointed out a total of 63.6 lakh (63,66,952) names had
been removed from the state’s voters list. Of these, over 27
lakh names were deleted as dead voters and several others
as fake voters. Over 27 lakh voters' names were before the
Tribunal for a last-minute scrutiny and addition to the list.
After all the deletions and additions, the final voters list
stands at 6.82 crore (6,82,51,008) voters. Experts said many
voters will remain outside the list and not be able to vote as
the Tribunal will not have time to properly assess their
claim. Most non-BJP political parties apprehend the SIR
exercise was linked to the Modi government’s proposed
National Citizens Register that was a move to identify most
of the country’s Muslims as aliens.
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He stressed that with paddy sowing set to begin from
June 1, water release must be planned carefully in view of the
approaching monsoon. “Since the state is all set to start the
sowing of paddy crops from June 1, so maximum water
should be released from the Bhakra Dam keeping in view
the monsoon season ahead,” he said, adding, “By May 31 the
ongoing work on new and revival of watercourses in the
state will be completed after which 5000 cusec more water
will be required for irrigation purposes.” Reviewing ongoing
works, CM Bhagwant Singh Mann expressed satisfaction
over the efforts of the Water Resources department. “The
works being carried out across the state to avert floods are
in larger public interest,” he said, adding that drain cleaning
is progressing at full pace and will be completed soon. He
further noted that desilting at major flood-prone sites has
already been carried out effectively to prevent potential
flooding. Focusing on vulnerable regions, CM Bhagwant
Singh Mann said, “In the Ropar district where around 20 vil-
lages are flood prone and had faced huge losses last year, the
state government has taken a number of preventive actions.”
He highlighted that stud and spur structures are being con-
structed as required to control flooding and provide relief to
residents. He also directed officials to explore the feasibility
of channelisation of the Swaan river for both irrigation and
tourism purposes. On the occasion, Cabinet Ministers Harjot
Singh Bains and Barinder Kumar Goel, Lok Sabha MP
Malwinder Singh Kang, Chief Secretary KAP Sinha and
other senior officials were also present.
DTP clears 216 km of encroachments

in elite Gurugram areas
Gurugram: In one of the most aggressive enforcement

drives in recent years, Department of Town and Country
Planning (DTP) has reclaimed over 216 km of road length
across Gurugram’s elite neighbourhoods. The five-day anti-
encroachment drive, which ended this week, targeted near-
ly 7,000 properties where illegal extensions — from bound-
ary walls to private gardens — had encroached on public
roads and right of way (ROW) areas. With demolitions
complete in DLF Phases 1 and 2, Palam Vihar and Sushant
Lok, officials are finalising an interim report for the high
court, documenting the recovery of government land.
Eight enforcement teams focused on removing unautho-
rised structures that had narrowed roads from planned
widths of 9 to 24 metres to congested lanes. Heavy machin-
ery dismantled over 1,000 illegal extensions, including
guard rooms, staircases and concrete ramps. District Town
Planner (Enforcement) Amit Madholia, who supervised
operations in high-violation zones, said, “Our teams cleared
216 km of road that had been occupied for years. This
action is part of a mandate to restore the city’s infrastruc-
ture. We will submit an interim report to the court with
details of the 7,000-plus properties and encroachments
cleared in this phase.” While some homeowners resisted,
most residents called it a long-overdue step. In Palam
Vihar, where DTP cleared over 600 illegal fences and 650
ramps, residents welcomed the move. Aarohi Gupta, a
long-time Palam Vihar resident, called the clearing a life-
saving development for pedestrians. “For years, encroach-
ments forced us to walk on roads amid heavy traffic
because footpaths were blocked by private lawns and guard
cabins. Reclaiming this space means children and senior
citizens can walk safely again.
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New Delhi: In a

major breakthrough
against organised crime,
the Delhi Police Special
Cell on Wednesday
arrested an alleged key
operative of the Tillu
Tajpuria gang after a
brief exchange of fire in
Rohini, of ficials said.
The accused, identified
as Robin, alias Babloo,
alias Rohit, alias Ram,
alias Ramraj (40), is a
life convict in two mur-
der cases, a parole
jumper and a proclaimed
offender in another mur-
der case. The police said
he was also convicted
under the Explosive
Substances Act for pos-
sessing a hand grenade,
they said. According to
the police, Robin was
apprehended after spe-
cific intelligence about
his movement near
Bar wala Chowk in
Rohini Sector 36 on

Monday night. The
police said Robin, a resi-
dent of Bhatana Jafrabad

village in Sonipat dis-
trict, Haryana, was plan-
ning to meet associates
to arrange a new hide-
out. Acting on the tip-
of f, the Special Cell laid
a trap and intercepted
him around 10.25 pm

while he was riding a
motorcycle. “When the
team signalled him to

stop and surrender, he
opened fire on the police
party. The police retali-
ated in self-defence dur-
ing which the accused
sustained a bullet injury
in his right leg,” an of fi-
cial said. He was taken

to a nearby hospital. The
police recovered a pis-
tol, three live cartridges,

and a black motorcycle
from his possession, the
police said.
Investigators said Robin
had a long criminal his-
tor y and had been
linked to the Tillu
Tajpuria and Kaushal

Chaudhar y gangs.
During interrogation, he
allegedly disclosed that
he had established close
links with gang mem-
bers while in jail and
remained in touch with
handlers operating from
abroad through an
encr ypted application.
The police said he had
been trying to procure
weapons to eliminate
rival gang members at
the instructions of over-
seas handlers, the of fi-
cer mentioned. Robin’s
criminal record dates
back to 2008, when he
allegedly murdered a
man named Munna
Singh after the latter
objected to his relation-
ship with a woman. He
was later sentenced to
life imprisonment in that
case. In 2015, after jump-
ing parole, Robin
allegedly abducted and
murdered the woman’s
brother, who was a wit-
ness in the earlier mur-

der case. He was con-
victed and sentenced to
life imprisonment in that
case as well. The same
year, he was arrested in
the Alipur area with a
hand grenade, six pis-
tols and 13 live car-
tridges, for which he
was awarded 10-year rig-
orous imprisonment
under the Explosive
Substances Act. The
police said Robin was
released on parole in
April 2025, but failed to
return, and was
declared a proclaimed
of fender in March 2026
by a Delhi cour t.
Of ficials said fur ther
interrogation was on to
identify other gang
members and uncover
possible plans of target-
ed attacks linked to the
rival gang war in the
region. Robin is wanted
in six criminal cases,
including murder, rob-
ber y, arms possession,
and explosives-related
offences, the police said.

Tillu Tajpuria gang member arrested
after exchange of fire in Delhi

New Delhi: A joint
enforcement team com-
prising Central Food
Safety Officers (CFSOs),
officials from the Food
Safety and Standards
Authority of India (FSSAI)
Northern Regional Office,
and local police has uncov-
ered an illegal distribution
hub dealing in banned per-
f o r m a n c e - e n h a n c i n g
drugs and expired health
supplements in southwest
Delhi’s Najafgarh area.
The action followed a high-
priority alert issued by the
National Anti-Doping
Agency (NADA) under the
Ministry of Youth Affairs

and Sports. Acting on the
input, authorities raided
the premises of “M/s
Gaurav Vats Nutrition,”
allegedly operated by
Gaurav Vats, and found it
functioning without
mandatory licenses under
the Drugs and Cosmetics
Act, 1940, and the Food
Safety and Standards Act,
2006, an official said.
During the raid, approxi-
mately 2,800 capsules and
tablets along with 11
injectable units of prohibit-
ed substances were seized.
The recovered stock
included anabolic steroids
such as Methenolone
Enanthate, Trenbolone,
and Stanozolol, the official
added. The teams also con-
fiscated 300 tablets of
Methandienone and 850
tablets of Oxandrolone. In
addition, around 1,500 cap-
sules of Selective

Androgen Receptor
Modulators (SARMs) and
injections labelled as
A d e n o s i n e
Monophosphate were
found on the premises, the
officer mentioned. The
seized drugs have been
handed over to the State
Drug Control Department,
which has collected sam-
ples for further analysis
and legal proceedings.
FSSAI officials also identi-

fied serious violations of food safety norms. 

Illegal steroids, expired supplements
seized in Delhi’s Najafgarh

Man injured in firing in Delhi’s Karol
Bagh; attempt to murder case filed

New Delhi: Police cordon off the area as forensic per-
sonnel examine the site of an alleged firing after one per-
son was injured in the incident at Karol Bagh in New
Delhi on Friday. Image credit. A man sustained a gun-
shot injury in central Delhi’s Karol Bagh early Friday, fol-
lowing which a case of attempt to murder has been reg-
istered, police said. According to officials, a medico-legal
case (MLC) call was received from Lady Hardinge
Medical College and Hospital at 3:55 am regarding Rohit,
a resident of Than Singh Nagar in Anand Parbat, who
had been admitted with a gunshot wound. Preliminary
enquiry revealed that the incident falls under the juris-
diction of the Karol Bagh police station. The victim is
currently under medical observation and has provided
initial details about the suspected assailants, police said.
A team from the Forensic Science Laboratory (FSL)
inspected the crime scene and recovered two empty car-
tridges and one live round, indicating that at least three
shots were fired. Police have registered a case of attempt
to murder and are pursuing multiple leads based on the
victim’s statement. Further investigation is under way to
identify and arrest those involved.

Cops launch drive to make
Outer Dist parks crime-free

New Delhi:The Outer District Police have launched a special
initiative titled “Apradh-Mukt-Park: Ek Pahal” aimed at enhancing
safety and preventing crime in public parks across the district, an
official said on Thursday. As part of the drive, police teams are con-
ducting intensive foot patrolling in parks during the day and
evening hours, extending late till night. The operations are being
led by Station House Officers (SHOs) and Assistant Traffic
Officers (ATOs), with senior
officers, including the Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(DCP) Outer and Additional
DCP, also participating in the
patrols on a daily basis.

NAME CHANGE
I, Zainab fatma, D/o Sharik Ali, resi-
dent of Kamalpur, Bulandshahr, Uttar
Pradesh 203001, have changed my
name from Zainab fatma to Zenab
Fatima. Henceforth I would be
known by the name of Zenab Fatima
for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, MOHAMMAD TABREZ NAFIS
S/O MOHAMMAD NAFIS AHMAD
residing at J-25, DDA HIG JASOLA
HEIGHTS, POCKET-9A, JASOLA,
NEW FRIENDS COLONY, NEW
DELHI-110025 Have changed my
name to MD TABREZ NAFIS  for all
future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I,Aslam khan son of shehzad khan
R/o 584 street jute wali churi walan
jama masjid north delhi delhi-
110006 have change my father
name from Mohd shahzad khan to
shehzad khan for all future purpose

NAME CHANGE
I, RAUNAK D/o Bhoop Singh R/o
H.No.3733/17, Regar pura, Karol
Bagh,Delhi-110005, have changed
my name to  RAUNAK KAIN for all
future purposes.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I,
RAJVIR SINGH BALYAN S/O
VIJAY SINGH residing at FLAT NO.
139, G/F, TUSCAN FLOOR, TDI
CITY MALL, SECTOR-58, KUNDLI
(55), SONIPAT, HARYANA-131028,
declare that name of mine and my
wife have been wrongly written as
RAJVIR SINGH BALIYAN and
HARBIRI V in my PPO No.
239030703537. The actual name of
mine and my wife are RAJVIR
SINGH BALYAN and HARBIR DEVI
respectively which may be amend-
ed accordingly. It is certified that I
have complied with other legal
requirements in this connection

PUBLIC NOTICE
I, Maina Devi wife of Shri Prahlad,
son of Shri Prashadi Lal, resident of
Block-G-II, House No. 248, Madan
Gir, New Delhi-62, hereby inform
that both of us, I Maina Devi wife of
Prahlad, have, of our own free will,
married according to Hindu customs
and rituals on 13/05/2022 at T-97D,
Arya Samaj Mandir, Khirki Village,
Press Enclave Road. We are now
living together as husband and wife.

Public Notice 
I, Arijit Banerjee, S/o Late Shri
Bimal Kanti Banerjee, R/o 1901-A,
First Floor, Back Side, Gali No. 18,
Govindpuri Extension, Kalkaji, New
Delhi – 110019, hereby inform the
general public that my father’s cor-
rect name is Shri Bimal Kanti
Banerjee. However, in certain doc-
uments, his name has been record-
ed as B.K. Banerjee, Bimal Kant
Banerjee, and Bimal Banerjee,
which all refer to one and the same
person. Henceforth, the correct
name shall be Shri Bimal Kanti
Banerjee for all purposes.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is hereby notified to public at large
that Mr. Gangesh Kumar Jha, S/o
Mr. Ram Kishor Jha and Mrs.
Sudhira Devi, R/o C-198, Indra
Kalyan Vihar, Okhla Phase–I, Okhla
Industrial Area, New Delhi –
110020, is our son. We are the own-
ers of the following properties
standing in our respective
names.(1). A-384, Indra Kalyan
Vihar, Okhla Phase – 1, Okhla
Industrial Area, New Delhi –
110020. (2). Plot No. 2413, Ekta
Enclave Part – II, Tilpat, Faridabad,
Haryana. (3). Ancestral Property in
Gram Post Amethi, Parkhand
Bainipur, Bhaya Nehra, Distt.
Dharbhanga. That we disown Mr.
Gangesh Kumar Jha as our son
and we have no relation henceforth
with him or his wife Mrs. Shalini Jha
henceforth. That Mr. Gangesh
Kumar Jha or Mrs. Shalini Jha have
no right, title, interest, share, or
claim whatsoever, whether present
or future, whether direct or indirect,
in any of the aforesaid properties. In
the future, We and our family shall
not be held responsible for any of
their acts, deeds, or dealings with
any person or company. Anyone
dealing with him shall do so at their
own risk and responsibility. This
notice is issued to place the correct
legal position on record and to cau-
tion the general public against any
false or unauthorized claims.

(Mr. Ram Kishor Jha) 
(Mrs. Sudhira Devi)Place: 

New Delhi
Date: 27-04-2026

NAME CHANGE
I, PUSHPA W/O INDER SINGH
SAINI residing at 3747 BAZAR
PAHARI DHIRAJ GALI MAMAN
ZAMADAR NEAR SADAR BAZAR
DELHI-110006  have changed my
name to PUSHPA SAINI for all
future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, MEGHA MISHRA wife of No.
6944974A Rank-HAV Name-
ARVIND KUMAR MISHRA residing
at VILL-KOTWA, PO-MANGURAHA,
TEHSIL-AREAJ, DIST-EAST CHAM-
PARAN, BIHAR-845458, have
changed my name from MEGHA
MISHRA to MEGHA for all future pur-
poses vide Affidavit dated 27/04/2026
before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, No. 6944974A Rank-HAV Name-
ARVIND KUMAR MISHRA residing
at VILL-KOTWA, PO-MANGURAHA,
TEHSIL-AREAJ, DIST-EAST CHAM-
PARAN, BIHAR-845458, have
changed my minor daughter’s name
from ARPNA KUMARI to ARPANA
KUMARI for all future purposes vide
affidavit dated 27/04/2026 Before
Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, LAXMAN MISHRA Father of No.
6944974A Rank-HAV Name-
ARVIND KUMAR MISHRA residing
at VILL-KOTWA, PO-MANGURA-
HA, TEHSIL-AREAJ, DIST-EAST
CHAMPARAN, BIHAR-845458,
have changed my name from LAX-
MAN MISHRA to LACHHUMAN
MISHRA for all future purposes, in
my son’s service record my date of
birth wrongly mentioned as
05/10/1960 instead of my correct
date of birth as 01/01/1953 Vide
Affidavit dated 27/04/2026 before
Notary Public Delhi

NAME CHANGE
I, SUNARPATI DEVI Mother of No.
6944974A Rank-HAV Name-
ARVIND KUMAR MISHRA residing
at VILL-KOTWA, PO-MANGURA-
HA, TEHSIL-AREAJ, DIST-EAST
CHAMPARAN, BIHAR-845458,
have changed my name from
SUNARPATI DEVI to SHOBHA
DEVI for all future purposes, in my
son’s service record my date of
birth wrongly mentioned as
10/08/1967 instead of my correct
date of birth as 01/01/1957 Vide
Affidavit dated 27/04/2026 before
Notary Public Delhi

NAME CHANGE
I MD RASHID/ MOHAMMED RASHID
S/O MOHAMMED IBRAHIM residing
at H NO-1088/15 KATRA GHULAM
MOHAMMAD BAZAR, LAL KUAN,
DELHI-110006  have changed my
name to MOHAMMAD RASHID for all
future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, KANCHAN CHAUHAN RANA
W/O YUGRAJ SINGH RANA resid-
ing at HOUSE NO-357, SECTOR-
45, NHPC COLONY, FARIDABAD,
HARYANA-121010 Have changed
my name to KANCHAN for all
future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I SEEMA W/O MOHAMMAD
RASHID residing at H NO-1088/15
KATRA GHULAM MOHAMMAD
BAZAR, LAL KUAN, DELHI-110006
have changed my name to SEEMA
TARANNUM for all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, MOHAMMED SUHAILS/o Mohd Asif
R/o House No. 1955, Gali Chunamal,
Suiwalan, Darya Ganj, New Delhi -
110002, Have changed my name from
MOHAMMED SUHAIL to MOHD
SUHAIL FOR ALL PURPOSES.

NAME CHANGE
I, Aliya haseen D/o mohd.Haseen
R/o 2773 on 4th floor Gali Hindu
wara pahari bhojla turkman gate
Delhi Delhi have changed my name
from Aalima to Aliya Haseen for all
future Purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I SULEKHA D/O SUKH DEV SAINI
R/O RZ-L-218/219 PAWAR
HOUSE VIJAY ENCLAVE PALAM
SOUTH DELHI 110045 HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME TO
SULEKHA SAINI

NAME CHANGE
I am Avantika daughter of Rajeev
Gupta residence of - B2/65 block
B/2, vijay enclave,palam village,
new delhi -110045  Have changed
my name to Avantika gupta

Public Notice 
I hitherto known as  Ravi Shankar
Lakshminarasimhan S/O Ravi
Shankar, R/O H-266, Sector-22,
Noida, Gautam Buddha Nagar, Uttar
Pradesh - 201301, have changed
my name and shall hereafter be
known as R Lakshminarasimhan.

NAME CHANGE
I,Farya Parveen W/o. Romman
R/o. B-996, Gali No-20, Subhash
Mohalla, Garhi Mendu, Bhajan
Pura Delhi-110053 have changed
my name to Fariya Naaz.

NAME CHANGE
I Pooja W/o Sikandar R/o S-83/232,
Indira Camp, Near Blind School,
Begumpur, Malviya Nagar, S.O.
South Delhi, New Delhi-110017
That in the school record ( Shri
Dashmesh Khalsa Primary School)
of my minor son namely Ronak
Nindhaniya aged 10 yrs. his name
has been wrongly written as Ronak
instead of Ronak Nindhaniya which
may be amended accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
I VIMLESH KUMARI D/O RAMAP-
ATI R/O RZ-5G GALI NO - 30,
INDRA PARK ,PALAM COLONY
NEAR SUDHIR DOCTOR CLINIC
PALAM VILLAGE DELHI- 110045
have changed my name to VIM-
LESH SINGH Permanently for all
Future purpose

NAME CHANGE
I MOHAMMAD ZAID S/O MOHD
RASHID R/O 42-A/5, 3rd FLOOR,
PLOT NO. 271-273, QABRISTAN
WALI GALI KHUREJI KHAS
KRISHNA NAGAR DELHI-110052
have changed my name to MOHD
ZAID ANSARI Permanently for all
Future purpose

NAME CHANGE
I MOHAMMAD RASHID S/O JAHUR
AHMAD R/O 16 -A NEAR AMBED-
KAR DHARAMSHALA KHUREJI
KHAS KRISHNA NAGAR DELHI-
110051 have changed my name to
MOHD RASHID Permanently for all
Future purpose

NAME CHANGE
RAM ASARE S/O JAI RAM MAU-
RYA R/O 57 A MASTER BLOCK
GALI NO 2 CHADAR VALI GALI
SHAKARPUR LAXMI NAGAR
DELHI-110092 have changed my
name to RAM ASARE MAURYA
Permanently for all Future purpose

NAME CHANGE
I JAN MOHAMMAD S/O KHUTAR/O
ON ROD , POTAYA RUPRAKA (246)
RUPRAKA PALWAL HARYANA
121103 have changed my name to
JAN MOHD Permanently for all
Future purpose

NAME CHANGE
I, ALLAGAMMA Mother of JC-
442443W Rank-SUB Name-E
JEYARAMAN Presently residing at
VILL-T METTY PATTI, PO-
THETHOOR, PS-T VADIPATTI,
TO-PALAMEDU, TEH- T VADIPAT-
TI, DIST-MADURAI, TAMIL NADU-
625503 have changed my name
from ALLAGAMMA to ALAGAM-
MAL E for all future purposes vide
Affidavit Dated 27/04/2026 before
Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, ERRAMA NAIDU father of JC-
442443W Rank-SUB Name-E
JEYARAMAN Presently residing at
VILL-T METTY PATTI, PO-
THETHOOR, PS-T VADIPATTI, TO-
PALAMEDU, TEH- T VADIPATTI,
DIST-MADURAI, TAMIL NADU-
625503, have changed my name from
ERRAMA NAIDU to ERRAMANAIDU
RENGASAMY for all future purposes
vide Affidavit Dated 27/04/2026 before
Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I MUSKAN D/O ZULFIQAR Resident
of House No 1139-A GALI NO 37
JAFRABAD SEELAMPUR NORTH
EAST Delhi 110053 do hereby
solemnly affirm  and declare as
under.That my Passport mention My
Father  incorrect  name is ZUFIKAR
My Father Correct name ZUFIQAR
And My incorrect Name is MUSKAAN
My Correct Name MUSKAN

NAME CHANGE
I Amrit Pal R/o Hans Raj R/o  L-20,
Gali No-24, Radha Swami Sat
Sang Ghar, Mahendra Park, DIST:
North West Delhi, Delhi-110033
have changed my name to Amrit
Pal Sharma for all future purposes.

Public Notice 
It is for general information that I,
ASHOK KUMAR S/O Bhagmal R/O
B-653, Jahangirpuri, DIST: North
West Delhi, Delhi - 110033, declare
that name of mine has been wrongly
written as ASHOK in my minor daugh-
ter namely DEVYANSI aged 13 years
in her school record, the actual name
of mine is ASHOK KUMAR, which
may be amended accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as KANGANA D/O
ROHIT KUMAR R/O A-10/182,
Rajveer Colony, Gharoli Extension,
Vasundhra Enclave, PO-Vasundhra
Enclave, DIST-East Delhi, Delhi-
110096 have changed my name
and shall hereafter be known as
SHANYA GUPTA.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as BUSHRA
PRAVEEN D/O MD RAZIQ R/O J-
215A S/F, Moorti Wali Gali, Jwahar
Park, J Extn, Laxmi Nagar, PO:
Laxmi Nagar, Dist: East Delhi,
Delhi-110092 have changed my
name and shall hereafter be known
as BUSHRA PARVEEN.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as ABHISHEK S/O
OM PRAKASH R/O Village, Raipur
Mauzampur Narayan, Barampur,
Bijnor, Uttar Pradesh-246731 have
changed my name and shall here-
after be known as ABHISHEK
CHOUDHARY

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as AMITA KATARIA
W/O DINESH JAKHAR R/O Plot
No-89, Goyla Khurd, South West
Delhi, Delhi-110071 have changed
my name and shall hereafter be
known as AMITA JAKHAR

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as VIDHYA VATI
W/O UMA SHANKER PRASAD
R/O KH-No-115/1, Extn Lal Dora,
Near Rakesh Dairy, Budhpur,
Bijapur, Alipur, North West Delhi,
Delhi-110036 have changed my
name and shall hereafter be known
as VIDYA VATI.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as AMARJIT
SINGH S/O PANNA SINGH R/O
Plot No-71, 2nd Floor, Northex,
Model Town lll, North West Delhi,
Delhi-110009 have changed my
name and shall hereafter be known
as AMARJIT SINGH BHATIA.

NAME CHANGE
I RAGHIB ALI KHAN S/O HAMID ALI
KHAN R/O Flat No-24-C Pocket B Lig
Flat Zafrabad Shahdara Po:
Shahdara Dist: North East Delhi Delhi-
110032 have changed the name of my
minor son ARSH MOHAMMAD aged
14 years and he shall hereafter be
known as ARSH ALI KHAN.

NAME CHANGE
I, UDAY PRAKASH S/o RAM KIS-
HAN R/o House No. 17/156 , Trilok
Puri , East Delhi , Delhi – 110091
have changed the name of my minor
son  MIHIR aged 4 years and he shall
hereafter be known as MADHAV.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as MURGAN
PANDEY S/O VIR TEVAR R/O D-
35, Gali No-24, Bhajanpura, Garhi
Mendu, North East Delhi, Delhi-
110053 have changed my name
and shall hereafter be known as V
MURGAN DEVAR.

NAME CHANGE
I ROHIT S/O RAMESH SINGH R/O
10/102, Dakshinpuri, Dr. Ambedkar
Nagar, South Delhi, Delhi-110062
have changed the name of my minor
son KAVYAaged 15 years and he shall
hereafter be known as KRISHNA.

NAME CHANGE
I, SUNIL KUMAR S/O BAJRANG
LAL R/O E-134, Indra Park,
Najafgarh, South West Delhi, Delhi-
110043, have changed the name of
my minor son ARYAN alias ARYAN
BHALOTHIA aged 12 years and he
shall hereafter be known as ARYAN
BHALOTHIA.

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that I
ADITYA TOMAR , Biological  S/o
HIMANSHU TOMAR, R/o E-34,
Rohini Sector - 14, Prashant Vihar,
North West Delhi, Delhi - 110085
declare that my Mother SACHI
SINGH Ex. Wife of HIMANSHU
TOMAR  got divorced from my
Biological Father vide Divorce
Decree No. 3293 dated 24-02-2025.
Further my Mother remarried with
KAPIL MITTAL vide Marriage
Certificate No. 90730000231293
dated 12/09/2025. Henceforth I have
changed my name to ADITYA MIT-
TAL.  Further I declare that name of
my father to be updated as KAPIL
MITTAL in future for all purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I SARFRAZ   S/O SARDAR
AHMAD residing at J-EXTN 16
ABDULLAH HOUSE GALI NO-12
RAMESH PARK LAXMI NAGAR
DELHI-110092   have changed my
name to SARFARAZ KHAN for all
future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I UMAR DARAJ  S/O SARDAR
AHMAD residing at G-58 J-EXTN
16 GALI NO-12 ABDULLA HOUSE
RAMESH PARK LAXMI NAGAR
DELHI-110092   have changed my
name to MOHD UMAR for all
future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
ARMY NO-JC-472707F, RANK-SUB
CLK, NAME- ANIL KUMAR , 11 RAJ
RIF R/O FATEHPUR, NASIRPUR,
GARSHAN, FIROZABAD,
UTTARPRADESH-283142, HAVE
CHANGED MY MINOR DAUGH-
TER NAME FROM KUMARI PRAN-
SHU TO PRANSHU

NAME CHANGE
ARMY NO-JC-472707F, RANK-
SUB CLK, NAME- ANIL KUMAR,
11 RAJ RIF, R/O FATEHPUR,
NASIRPUR, GARSHAN,FIROZ-
ABAD, UTTARPRADESH-283142
HAVE CHANGED MY MINOR
DAUGHTER NAME FROM
KUMARI ANSHU TO ANSHU

NAME CHANGE
I, SAMER SULTANA W/O
MOHAMMAD SABIR residing at
7/17, ANSARI ROAD, DARYA
GANJ, DELHI-110002 have
change my name to SAMAR SUL-
TANA for all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, SUBUR / SUBUR SABIR W/O
MOHD SALMAN residing at 1335,
MADARSA SHAH ABDUL AZIZ,
KALAN MAHAL, DARYA GANJ,
DELHI-110002 have change my
name to SUBUR BEGUM for all
future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that I
RAVINDER KUMAR TANGRI S/o
MADAN LAL TANGRI R/o Joy
Apartment , Block–1 , Sec–2, Plot
No.–2 , Flat–1014, Dwarka, South
West Delhi, Delhi - 110075 declare
that the name of mine and my
father have been wrongly written as
RAVINDER KUMAR and M L TAN-
GRI in my Driving Licence No.
DL09 19930256972 and name of
my father has been wrongly written
as MADAN LAL in my Delhi
University Enrol. No.CC-5996/83
and Bar Council Enrol.
No.D/12075/2024. The actual
name of mine and my father are
RAVINDER KUMAR TANGRI and
MADAN LAL TANGRI which may
be amended accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that I
RAJESH KUMAR S/o RAM CHAN-
DRA, R/o Flat No. 202 D, Third
Floor Pocket 12, D.D.A Flats Jasola
Vihar, New Friends Colony, South
Delhi, Delhi-110025, declare that
name of my minor daughter has
been wrongly written as KHUSHI in
my minor daughter KHUSHI
KUMAR SONI, aged 16 years in
her SC Caste Certificate No.
90510000300971. The actual
name of my minor daughter is
KHUSHI KUMAR SONI, which may
be amended accordingly.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby given to the
General Public that Mr. Braham
Singh son of Late Mr. Matadeen is
the owner of Residential House of
land area measuring 100 sq. yds.,
out of Khasra No. 123, situated at
Village Bhangel Begumpur,
Pargana and Tehsil Dadri, District
Gautam Buddha Nagar, U.P., by
virtue of Sale Deed dated
21.12.2020 executed by Mrs. Geeta
Sharma wife of Mr. Mohan Lal
Sharma and said property to be
sold to Mr. Kishan Kumar, and in the
property chain Original Sale Deed
dated 10.07.2006 executed by Mr.
Devendra Kumar son of Mr.
Richhpal Singh in favour of Mrs.
Geeta Sharma wife of Mr. Mohan
Lal Sharma, vide duly regd. as Doc.
No. 4520, has been lost and already
online FIR lodged vide LR No:
261857/2026, on dt. 27.04.2026,
and same to be finance by SMFG
India Home Finance Co. Ltd.,
General public hereby informed that
if anybody has any
charge/interest/title in the said prop-
erty or any kind of dispute kindly
inform the undersigned in writing on
the below mentioned address within
07 days of the present. 

Rahul Raj, Advocate,
SG Associates (Law Firm) 

B-01, Plot No. 20, Kaushambi, 
Ghaziabad-201010.

E-MAIL:sgassociatespl@gmail.com.
Ph: 0120-4968888, 8130309204.



4WORLDNew Delhi,Tuesday, 28 April 2026 The Sikh Times



5STATE The Sikh TimesNew Delhi,Tuesday, 28 April 2026 67$*(

$KPHGDEDG��$JHQF\�
9DGRGDUD��$JHQF\�

/XFNQRZ���$JHQF\�

/XFNQRZ��$JHQF\�
0XPEDL��$JHQF\�

0XPEDL���$JHQF\�

.HUDOD���$JHQF\�

+DULGZDU��$JHQF\�

$OOHJDWLRQV�RI�PLVXVH

0LQLVWHU¶V�UHVSRQVH (QYLURQPHQWDO�FRQFHUQV

3ROLWLFDO�UHDFWLRQV

3XEOLF�VHQWLPHQW

/XGKLDQD��$JHQF\�

� � � � � � � � � � � �
� �

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � ฀

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � ฀ ฀� � � ฀� � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � ฀� � � ฀� � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � ฀� �



6EDITORIAL The Sikh TimesNew Delhi,Tuesday, 28 April 2026

“trust deficit” between the poll body and the THE spotlight on the Election Commission of India 
state government. Notably, the exercise has (ECI) has intensified amid the first phase of the high-
been largely hassle-free in several other states stakes elections in West Bengal today. The run-up to 
and union territories. Another point of the Assembly polls has witnessed a bitter 
contention is the poll panel’s decision to confrontation between the ECI and the ruling 
transfer around 1,100 officers, including the Trinamool Congress over the Special Intensive 
chief secretary, after the elections were Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls. Mass deletion of 
notified.voters’ names has dominated the electoral discourse 

Beyod Bengal, the ECI is under increasing in the state over the past four months. Trouble started 
pressure over Prime Minister Narendra in December last year when the poll panel declared 
Modi’s address to the nation. Opposition that “logical discrepancies” had been found in the 
parties have alleged that the PM’s speech forms of 1.36 crore people. Of these, 60 lakh were 
violated the Model Code of Conduct. At stake placed under adjudication, and then 27.1 lakh of 
is the ECI’s autonomy -- can it send a strong them were deleted. Lakhs of aggrieved residents are 
message that no political party or individual still awaiting the decision of appellate tribunals on 
will be spared if found guilty of violations? their appeals. All the chaos and confusion have 
The onus is on the poll body to refute the undermined the sanctity of the rolls. Moreover, the 

cloud in West Bengal, faces the onerous task of allegations of partisanship and prove that it is not avowed objective of identifying and listing “illegal 
ensuring free and fair elections. The Supreme Court another “caged parrot” — as the apex court had once immigrants” has been virtually cast aside.The ECI, 
has rightly observed that the SIR process has led to a described the CBI.whose credibility and neutrality have come under a 

Caring enough to shield all in 
the cruellest months

Ray of hope for Opposition unity

ECI under scrutiny: Must ensure free & fair polls in Bengal

Never mind where you are in India, there is a heat 
wave in your life. My workmates in Coonoor have 
been complaining of a 21°C heat wave that is not 
allowing them to sleep well at night. Meanwhile, 
my friends in Srinagar are angry about their 12°C 
heat wave.HEAT is the big four-letter word in our 
lives today. Every city, town and village is getting 
hotter than it ever was. As many blame global 
warming to be the prime culprit, we petty human 
beings are not able to accept the real cause as yet. 
Let me explore that a bit as my heat-addled mind is 
getting angrier by the minute. And sorry for calling 
us petty. It’s more I than you.

The heat around us, and most certainly the heated 
minds and heated bodies it is creating, is the 
subject at hand. Just as the heat wave starts inching 
up degree by degree, there is an entire economy 
that is on the hot move. The skincare industry is 
out there in the hot sun with you, offering you 
every solution for skin-defence (a new science on 
its own), just as the garment industry is offering 
you summer fashion to beat the sun. The air-
conditioner industry is on overdrive celebrating 
the heat, just as air-coolers are being bought by 
every other segment that cannot afford an air-
conditioner. In the bargain, I am told many brands 
have a waiting list, just as tedious and long as the 
LPG queue.Managing heat waves is a science on 
its own today. If the best way to avoid the sun is 
staying indoors, that is not much of an option. 
Remember, summer is when the ‘summer 
holidays’ are on with a vengeance. Every school is 
off and every parent is under pressure to take a 
vacation. So you need to be out. Those of us who 
work have our daily office routines on. Can’t avoid 
that. Those of us who work in the field do not have 
the luxury of staying away from the sun. Summer 
is certainly a cruel season for those of us who can’t 
afford to escape to cooler climes.The heat wave in 
our midst is not only causing more road rage cases, 
but it is also bringing down productivity all across. 
We are able to work less than in the winter months, 
or for that matter in the months in between the 
extreme weather patterns.

The sad fact is that minimum temperatures are 
climbing faster than the maximum that hits our 
cities and towns. We seem to be tracking the 
maximum temperature more than what is 
happening at the level of the minimum. Our days 
are getting hotter and hotter, and the nights are 
getting even hotter. In the bargain, there is just no 
time for the city to cool off. We begin our mornings 
on a hot note. In more ways than one. Have you 
noticed?The global warming baseline is telling. As 
per data on hand, the world crossed the dangerous 
+1.5°C threshold in 2024. This means that 2024 
was the first year with the global average 
temperature 1.5°C above pre-industrial 
levels—making it the warmest year on record. 
What then is the ambition o 2026? To beat 2024, 
for sure.Add to it the measure of the ‘dangerous 
heat’ days experienced. The world in 2024 
experienced 41 more such days as opposed to the 
baseline. Look at India. Year 2024 was the hottest 
since records began in 1901. The annual mean land 
surface air temperature was 0.65°C above the 
1991-2020 average.Leave the data aside and look 
at what happens everywhere to all of us. We 
somehow seem to lose our cool all too easily. Road 
rage numbers tell the story all too clearly. Public 
health and productivity drops. Power grids are 
under extreme stress as we pull that much more 
energy out of them to stay cool and energetic. 
Outdoor weddings and events, however late in the 
evening, are events one wants to avoid. The bad 
news is the big news, though. Every passing year is 
going to see this worsen. Every summer is going to 
be worse than the previous one.Is it then time that 
we sit up and look at solutions to help mitigate it 
all? Isn’t it time to stop being the problem and 
pretending to look like the solution at least?

ZBooth-level data analysis from Kolkata revealed deep fissures in the ruling party’s urban bastion

and non-aligned” bloc of state parties — the Telugu SINCE 2014, when the BJP stormed to power and used its The states of southern India feared a loss of political weight 
Desam Party (TDP), YSR Congress Party, Biju Janata majority to artfully divide its opponents in Parliament at the Centre, corresponding to an exponential rise in the 
Dal (BJD), Bharat Rashtra Samithi (BRS) and the and push through contentious Bills even in the Rajya representation of the Hindi belt states, which have fared 
AIADMK faction led by Edappadi K Palaniswami. Sabha, where it was short of numbers, Opposition unity worse on economic and social indices by largely refusing 
Although they were not part of the BJP-led NDA, they remained a chimera. On the other hand, the Congress, to take population control seriously. Taking into account 
were always on hand to bail out the government in still under the delusion of being India’s preeminent the apprehensions of the South, then PMs Indira Gandhi 
crunch situations in Parliament and ensure the passage of party, was indifferent or ambiguous towards the and Atal Bihari Vajpayee deferred the delimitation 
significant Bills. Except the TDP, which is now part of burgeoning regional forces whose support it could have exercise.

While the INDIA bloc stood as one, with constituents like the NDA, the others were humbled in the 2024 Lok sought.The Opposition presented a spectacle of leaders 
the Samajwadi Party refusing to budge although a rise in Sabha polls and barely remain politically relevant today.divided by egos and ambition. As the Congress’ strength 

April 17, 2026, will be enshrined in parliamentary annals UP’s seats might suit it, even those from the “neutral” declined in its provincial strongholds, the respect it 
as a red-letter day for the Opposition; it was not exactly a camp — notably the BJD and the BRS — voted out the could have received from the regional outfits fell in 
black-letter day for the BJP, given its knack for turning Bill. The BJP’s erstwhile ally, the Shiromani Akali Dal, direct proportion. The party’s dream of becoming the 
adversity into opportunity, but it did mark a serious dubbed it “discriminatory” to Punjab’s interests. The Bill centripetal force of the INDIA bloc receded as other non-

was defeated by 54 votes.BJP parties refused to play along with the 
The BJP’s calculation that a gender Congress even in Parliament.The Opposition 

smokescreen would arrest dissent passed up many opportunities that came its way to 
failed. The flawless parliamentary hem in the BJP/NDA. Recall the winter session of 
tactics it demonstrated in the past to Parliament in December 2023, when the CEC 
ambush the Opposition did not work (Chief Election Commissioner) and Other 
this time. A legerdemain to push in Election Commissioners Bill, 2023, was 
delimitation and the churn it would comfortably passed. It replaced the Election 
cause in the body politic, and that too in Commission (Conditions of Service of Election 
the midst of state elections fought on Commissioners and Transaction of Business) 
the principle of upholding a federal Act, 1991.
polity, was evident to the Opposition. It The high points of the new Act were the domination 
foiled the move.Of course, the “asli of the selection committee by the government and 
k h e l ”  ( r e a l  g a m e )  f r o m  t h e  lifelong immunity from prosecution to the CEC 
Opposition’s perspective will begin on and Election Commissioners for the decisions 
May 4, when the results of the they took in office.

Indeed, the ongoing — and justified — furore over Assembly elections in West Bengal, 
the large-scale disenfranchisement of bona fide Tamil Nadu and other states will be 
voters in West Bengal can in no small measure be announced. Should Mamata Banerjee 
ascribed to the 2023 Act. Today, the Trinamool win another term, there will be a 
Congress (TMC) is on the receiving end, but the clamour from the non-Congress 
legislation is fated to impact other parties too at members of INDIA to declare her as the 

setback. A united Opposition defeated the Constitution some point. It’s inexplicable that the Opposition could leader of the bloc, which has remained inchoate so far. To 
(131st Amendment) Bill. It was a legislation that sought not decipher the provisions of this law and draw up a say that Bengal was a hard-fought battle would be an 
to increase the strength of the Lok Sabha by 50 per cent parliamentary strategy to thwart its passage.The same understatement. It was a state of siege which might break 
(from 543 to 850 seats) and redistribute seats based on session was also remarkable for the suspension of 141 the back of the most battle-hardened politician.
the 2011 Census to hasten the rollout of women’s However, the Congress is unlikely to jump the gun and MPs from both Houses for demanding a debate on a 
reservation.The southern states, led by Tamil Nadu CM agree to announcing the INDIA chief prematurely. If the security breach that occurred on December 13, when two 
MK Stalin and his Telangana counterpart A Revanth Congress-led United Democratic Front (UDF) upstages men jumped into the Lok Sabha chamber from the 
Reddy, were up in arms over coupling the the ruling LDF in Kerala or the DMK retains power in visitors’ gallery, armed with gas canisters. Their passes 
implementation of the women’s quota with a fresh Tamil Nadu, how would these vctories be less critical were arranged by a BJP MP, so it was clear that the 
delimitation. Their argument was that if seats were than the one in Bengal?The BJP will not abandon the government wanted to avert a major embarrassment for 
allocated on the basis of the 2026 population delimitation-linked Bill. Uttar Pradesh votes next year itself.Had the Opposition MPs banded together, resigned 
(constituencies are still drawn as per the Census of 1971, and it will be in the party’s interest to pursue the Special en masse and hit the streets, who knows what the 
when India’s population was around 55 crore, while it is Intensive Revision (SIR) exercise with full zeal in the outcome of the 2024 Lok Sabha elections might have 
estimated to be over 140 crore today), Tamil Nadu could state. The onus will be on the Opposition to take on the been? Possibly worse for the BJP, which did not reach 
lose 10 seats and Kerala seven, while Uttar Pradesh government both inside and outside Parliament with the the majority mark on its own.Compounding the 
could gain at least 12 and Bihar more than nine. tenacity it displayed last week — or risk losing the small Opposition’s problems was the presence of a “neutral 

INDIA bloc should build on the gains from its pushback to the delimitation-linked Bill

is in sharp contrast to the last local Kolkata Municipal community of the urban locality. The state remains stuck the cancellation of over 25,753 appointments overnight. The electoral success of the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
Corporation election held in December 2021, where BJP under the outdated ROPA 2009 pay structure, with DA Similar issues plagued the Teachers Eligibility Test in the recently held state Assembly polls shows us a 
could secure only 3 wards and finished second in 48 out remaining far below Central government levels. When (TET) processes.visible pattern: building a base in urban centres before 

Compounding the frustration of young voters is the of 144 wards. This urban dent in what was long Supreme Court intervened for fast payment of arrears for expanding into rural areas.However, the state of West 
TMC’s heavy reliance on “dole politics” of direct cash considered by political analysts as TMC territory, must the period of 2008-2019, the state repeatedly sought Bengal reveals a strikingly different story: the early 
transfer such as Lakshmir Bhandar for women, send alarm bells ringing in the ruling camp. extensions, citing fiscal constraints and election year entry came in the rural and semi-rural belts of North 

TMC swept Greater Kolkata in 2021 Assembly poll Yuvashree for unemployed youth, etc. as an alternative Bengal-districts like Darjeeling, Jalpaiguri, Cooch 
to meaningful livelihood options.Behar and substantive part of the Jangalmahal. It Contrast this with the 2021 Assembly polls, when TMC 

capitalised on two major fronts —anti-incumbency virtually swept the Greater Kolkata belt. It won almost RG Kar Medical College rape-murder the tipping 
against the ruling TMC and the BJP’s appeals to the local every seat in the region, barring one —Bhangar in South point
communities, who felt neglected by the power centre in The tipping point of frustration for many urban women 24 Parganas, which was won by Pirzada Nawsad 
Kolkata and its suburbs.However, recent electoral voters arrived with the inhuman and horrific RG Kar Siddique of the Indian Secular Front (ISF). This 
performance indicates the BJP has made inroads into the Medical College rape-murder case in August 2024. A invincible winning strike rate was extended across 
urban heartland of Greater Kolkata and its outskirts. young trainee doctor was brutally assaulted and Kolkata proper, Howrah, parts of North and South 24 
This new pattern could prove decisive in the upcoming murdered inside the premises of a government hospital Parganas and adjacent urbanising areas. BJP drew a near 
Assembly poll to the 294-member West Bengal in Central Kolkata, which punctured Mamata blank in the core urban zones of the Presidency Division 
Legislative Assembly. Banerjee’s claims of women safety in the state. The (the administrative region that includes Kolkata and its 

Deep fissures in TMC ‘s urban bastion victim’s mother Ratna Debnath, now a BJP candidate immediate neighbourhood).
Slow shift in bhadralok in the offing from Panihati, has kept the issue of women’s safety on The 2024 Lok Sabha election results has already sent 

the front burner.Historically South Kolkata Mamata’s alarm bells ringing to the ruling party. Even though TMC For decades, the Bengali “bhadralok”—the educated, 
fortressretained its overall dominance in the state with 29 seats urban, middle-class Bengalis traditionally understood as 

to BJP’s 12, booth-level data analysis from Kolkata pressures. BJP leaders, including Union Home Minister culturally liberal, opposed the BJP’s Hindutva plank and If we study the history of TMC itself, it began life tagged 
revealed deep fissures in the ruling party’s urban Amit Shah, in have promised full implementation of the the homogenising ideology that they derive from RSS. as a “South Kolkata party”. Its breakaway from Indian 
bastion. The most interesting story lies in Bhabanipur 7th Pay Commission within 45 days of forming a This belt was long viewed as a solid base for the Left and, National Congress and subsequent early momentum and 
(also spelled Bhowanipore), Chief Minister’s own government.after 2011, for TMC. A breakthrough in this belt would iconic victories are rooted in this belt. In 1984, young 
Assembly seat, which falls within the Kolkata Dakshin signal more than electoral mathematics; it would Mamata Banerjee famously defeated veteran CPI(M) 2022 recruitment scam a blot on TMC
Lok Sabha seat. Out of the eight Kolkata Municipal postulate a cultural break among the mass who defined leader Somnath Chatterjee from the Jadavpur Lok Sabha Another major blot in governance is the massive 
Corporation wards (city’s civic electoral units) under “Bengaliness” allergic to the regressive Hindutva seat (covers much of therecruitment scam, particularly in the education sector. 
this Assembly seat, BJP led in five and TMC in just area what is now part of South Kolkata). South Kolkata politics. The slow shift towards BJP arises not only from The School Service Commission (SSC) scandal exposed 
three. Interestingly, BJP also led in 149 of 269 polling remained her personal and political fortress even as anti-incumbency but driven by multiple governance in 2022 with the arrest of then education minister Partha 
booths within the area, despite TMC winning the TMC spread statewide, thus any erosion of popular failures along with women safety concerns in the state. Chatterjee, involved in cash-for-jobs in 2016 teacher 
parliamentary seat. BJP has promised DA support in this region would just not mean loss of seats and non-teaching staff appointments. The Calcutta High 

Advertisement Court Division Bench of Justice Debanshu Basak and There have been chronic delays in Dearness Allowance but a symbolic end to the three decades of trust that 
Mamata Banerjee built from the streets of Bhabanipur Across Kolkata’s 144 wards, TMC trailed BJP in 47, Justice Shabbar Rashidi and in April 2025, the Supreme (DA) payments to state government employees – 
and beyond.including key pockets in the South Kolkata region. This Court declared the entire process as fraudulent that led to profession majorly practised by the bhadralok 
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RYLQGD�DQG�KLV�ZLIH��6XQLWD�$KXMD��KDYH�EHHQ�LQ�*WKH�KHDGOLQHV�IRU�TXLWH�VRPH�WLPH��5HSRUWV�RI�
WKH� DFWRU¶V� DOOHJHG� DIIDLU� KDG� HYHU\RQH�

GLVFXVVLQJ�LW��1RZ��LQ�D�UHFHQW�FKDW��6XQLWD�KDV�VSRNHQ�
DERXW�KRZ�WKH�+HUR�1R����DFWRU�LV�DQ�H[FHOOHQW�VRQ�DQG�
IDWKHU��EXW�VKH�ZRXOGQ¶W�ZDQW�KLP�DV�D�KXVEDQG�LQ�KHU�
QH[W�OLIH�

6XQLWD�$KXMD��LQ�D�UHFHQW�FKDW��ZDV�DVNHG�LI�VKH�HYHU�JRW�
MHDORXV�RI�KLV�IDQ�IROORZLQJ��6KH�UHSOLHG��³:KHQ�\RX�
DUH�FRQILGHQW�LQ�\RXU�KXVEDQG«�LI�WKHUH¶V�D�KHUR�DQG�
\RX�KHDU�DERXW�KLV�DIIDLU��LW�XVHG�WR�EH�ILQH�DW�WKDW�WLPH�
�LQ�WKH�¶��V���,�DP�QRW�WDONLQJ�DERXW�WRGD\�´

:KLOH�WDONLQJ�WR�$EKLVKHN�9\DV�,QVLJKWV��$KXMD�VKDUHG�
KRZ�*RYLQGD�KDV�DOZD\V�EHHQ�DQ�DPD]LQJ�VRQ�EXW�QRW�
D�JRRG�KXVEDQG��7KH�VRFLDO�PHGLD�VWDU�DQG�<RX7XEH�
YORJJHU�VKDUHG��³,�ZLOO�VD\�LW�DJDLQ��*RYLQGD�LV�D�JRRG�
VRQ��EURWKHU��%XW�DV�D�KXVEDQG��ZKDW�,�ZDQW«�,�ORYH�
JRLQJ�WR�SDUWLHV��IRU�GLQQHUV��RQ�KROLGD\V��EXW�KH�JRW�VR�
LQGXOJHG� LQ� SURYLGLQJ� IRU� KLV� IDPLO\� WKDW� KH� QHYHU�
HQMR\HG�LW��+H�LV����EXW�KDV�QHYHU�OLYHG�IRU�KLPVHOI��

³7KLV�PDNHV�PH�IHHO�EDG��<RX�DUH�VXFK�D�ELJ�VXSHUVWDU��
ZKDW�KDYH�\RX�VHHQ�LQ�OLIH"�1RWKLQJ��,�DOZD\V�VD\�WKDW�
,�ZDQW�D�VRQ�OLNH�*RYLQGD��QRW�D�KXVEDQG��7KHUH¶V�QR�
SRLQW�HYHQ�UHJUHWWLQJ�LW�QRZ��FDQ¶W�OHDYH�KLP�QRZ��,W�
KDV�EHHQ����\HDUV�QRZ��HYHQ�WKLQNLQJ�DERXW�LW�ZRXOG�
EH�D�FULPH���6XQLWD�DGGHG�

'XULQJ�WKH������*DQHVK�&KDWXUWKL�FHOHEUDWLRQ��6XQLWD�
LQWHUDFWHG� ZLWK� WKH� PHGLD� DQG� VWURQJO\� GLVPLVVHG�
GLYRUFH� UXPRXUV�� VD\LQJ�� ³$DM� PHGLD� NH� PXK� SH�
WKDSSDG�QDKL�SDGL�KDL�N\D"�+XPNR�VDDWK�PHLQ�GHNK�
NDU«�LWQD�FORVH«�DJDU�NXFK�KRWD�WRK�LWQH�QD]GHHN�
KRWH"�+XPDUL�GXUL\D�KRWL��.RL�KXP�GRQR�NR�DODJ�QDKL�
NDU� VDNWD�� &KDKH� XSDU� VH� NRL� EKL� DD� MD\H«� PHUD�
*RYLQGD�VLUI�PHUD�KL�KDL�DXU�NLVL�ND�QDKL�KDL���+DVQ¶W�
WKH�PHGLD�JRWWHQ�D�VODS�LQ�WKH�IDFH�WRGD\"�6HHLQJ�XV�
WRJHWKHU�OLNH�WKLV«�VR�FORVH«�,I�WKHUH�ZDV�VRPHWKLQJ�
ZURQJ��ZRXOG�ZH�EH�WKLV�FORVH"�7KHUH�ZRXOG¶YH�EHHQ�
GLVWDQFH�EHWZHHQ�XV��1R�RQH�FDQ�VHSDUDWH�XV«�0\�
*RYLQGD�LV�RQO\�PLQH�DQG�QR�RQH�HOVH¶V��´

*RYLQGD�DQG�6XQLWD�PDUULHG�LQ�������NHSW�LW�D�VHFUHW�
XQWLO�WKHLU�GDXJKWHU�7LQD�ZDV�ERUQ�LQ�������DQG�KDYH�
VWD\HG� D� VWURQJ� XQLW� IRU� GHFDGHV�� +RZHYHU�� WKH�
UXPRXUV�FOHDUO\�DUHQ¶W�UHDG\�WR�WDNH�D�EUHDN��*RYLQGD�
DQG� 6XQLWD� $KXMD� KDYH� EHHQ� RQH� RI� %ROO\ZRRG¶V�
IDYRXULWH�ORYH�VWRULHV�IRU�GHFDGHV��EXW�UHFHQW�FKDWWHU�
DURXQG�WKHLU�PDUULDJH�KDV�NHSW�WKHP�LQ�WKH�KHDGOLQHV�
PRUH�WKDQ�HYHU�

$FWUHVV� 6KUDGGKD� .DSRRU� KDV� EHHQ� LQ� WKH� OLPHOLJKW� IRU� KHU� DOOHJHG�
UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�5DKXO�0RG\�IRU�VRPH�WLPH�QRZ�:KLOH�WKH�WZR�KDYH�
QHYHU�RSHQO\�FRPPHQWHG�RQ� WKHLU� UHODWLRQVKLS� VWDWXV�� WKH\�DUH�RIWHQ�

FDSWXUHG�E\�WKH�VKXWWHUEXJV�WRJHWKHU�
2Q�6XQGD\��6KUDGGKD�VKRZHUHG�SUDLVHV�RQ�KHU�UXPRXUHG�EHDX�WKURXJK�KHU�ODWHVW�

SRVW�RQ�VRFLDO�PHGLD�7DNLQJ�WR�WKH�6WRULHV�VHFWLRQ�RI�KHU�RIILFLDO�,QVWDJUDP�
KDQGOH��6KUDGGKD�UHPDUNHG�RQ�WKH�ODWHVW�DGYHUWLVHPHQW�E\�5DKXO�0RG\�
IHDWXULQJ�µ6DL\DDUD¶�DFWUHVV�$QHHW�3DGGD�
3UDLVLQJ�$QHHW��WKH�µ6WUHH¶�DFWUHVV�ZURWH��³&XWHQHVV���EHVW�DFWLQJ�ND�SHUIHFW�
PLVKUDQ� �#DQHHWSDGGD��VLF��&DOOLQJ�5DKXO�0RG\�³WDOHQWHG���6KUDGGKD�
ZHQW� RQ� WR� ZULWH�� ³$XU�
FXWHQHVV� VH� \DDG� D\D�� \HK�
Z U L W H U � G L U H F W R U � N L W Q D�
W D O H Q W H G � K D L Q � X I I�
#PRG\UDKXOPRG\��VLF��
7 K H � V S H F X O D W L R Q V � R I�
6KUDGGKD�DQG�5DKXO�EHLQJ�
LQ� D� UHODWLRQVKLS� VWDUWHG�
GRLQJ�WKH�URXQGV�EDFN�LQ�
HDUO\������DIWHU�WKH�DOOHJHG�
ORYHELUGV� ZHUH� VSRWWHG�
OHDYLQJ� D� GLQQHU� GDWH� LQ�
0XPEDL� WRJHWKHU�$IWHU� WKDW��
WKHVH� WZR� KDYH� EHHQ� VSRWWHG�
WRJHWKHU� RQ� PXOWLSOH� RFFDVLRQV��
7KH\�HYHQ�DWWHQGHG�WKH�ODYLVK�SUH�
ZHGGLQJ� IHVWLYLWLHV� RI� $QDQW�
$PEDQL� DQG� 5DGKLND� 0HUFKDQW�
WRJHWKHU�

,Q�-XQH�ODVW�\HDU��6KUDGGKD�GHFLGHG�
WR�PDNH�KHU� UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�KHU�
ZULWHU�EHDX�,QVWDJUDP�RIILFLDO�6KH�
WRRN� WR�KHU� ,QVWDJUDP�6WRULHV�DQG�
GURSSHG�D�VWLOO�RI�KHUVHOI�SRVLQJ�IRU�
D�VHOILH�ZLWK�5DKXO�0RG\�

7ZLQQLQJ� LQ� ZKLWH� � 6KUDGGKD�
ORYLQJO\� KHOG� 5DKXO¶V� DUP� LQ� WKH�
SKRWR�FDSWLRQHG��³'LO�UDNK�OH��1HHQG�WRK�YDDSLV�GH�GH�\DDU���7DNH�DZD\�P\�
KHDUW��EXW�DW�OHDVW�UHWXUQ�P\�VOHHS���

,Q� DGGLWLRQ� WR� WKLV�� 6KUDGGKD� ZDV� DOVR� VHHQ� ZHDULQJ� DQ� ³5�� SHQGDQW� LQ� D�
SLFWXUH�7DONLQJ� DERXW� KHU� SURIHVVLRQDO� FRPPLWPHQWV�� 6KUDGGKD� ZLOO� EH�
KHDGOLQLQJ�WKH�ELRSLF�EDVHG�RQ�WKH�OLIH�RI�WKH�OHJHQGDU\�0DUDWKL�IRON�SHUIRUPHU�
9LWKDEDL�1DUD\DQJDRQNDU�WLWOHG�³(HWKD��$GGLWLRQDOO\��VKH�ZLOO�DOVR�VWDU�LQ�WKH�
WKLUG�LQVWDOPHQW�RI�KHU�SRSXODU�µ6WUHH¶�IUDQFKLVH�+HU�OLQHXS�IXUWKHU�LQFOXGHV�
³1DJLQ���EDFNHG�E\�ILOPPDNHU�1LNKLO�'ZLYHGL�

RPHWLPHV��D�ILOP�GRHVQ¶W�DUULYH�ZLWK�QRLVH�6RU�PDVVLYH�K\SH«�LW�VORZO\�ILQGV�LWV�ZD\�
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WKH�ILOP��7KDW��IRU�PH��LV�WKH�ILUVW�\DUGVWLFN�IRU�
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Delhi Police bust Rs 16
crore cyber fraud network,
arrest 2 dummy directors

The Sikh Times
New Delhi: Delhi Police have busted a cyber-

fraud facilitation network involving mule bank
accounts and shell companies, and arrested two
dummy directors after detecting a fund flow of over
Rs 16 crore within eight days, an official said on
Saturday. The accused, identified as Sonu Kumar and
Aminder Singh, were acting as dummy directors of a
private limited firm, which was found to be at the cen-
tre of the laundering network, he said. The case was
registered following analysis of suspicious mule
accounts flagged on the National Cyber Crime
Reporting Portal and inputs received via the Indian
Cyber Crime Coordination Centre's Samanvaya por-
tal. During the investigation, a bank account linked to
the company at a Bawana branch came under scruti-
ny after it was found connected to 336 cyber fraud
complaints across multiple states. The account
showed abnormal activity and was used at various lay-
ers of the money trail, police said. Detailed financial
analysis revealed that over Rs 16 crore was routed
through the account within a span of eight days, indi-
cating large-scale laundering. The probe further
uncovered links to more than 35 suspected shell com-
panies and a wider multi-layered network handling
funds across several accounts and banks. "Vulnerable
people were lured with job offers or commissions and
made dummy directors, while control of bank
accounts remained with handlers operating remotely,
including from outside Delhi," a senior police officer
said. The accounts were used to receive cheated
money, layer transactions, and transfer funds to
obscure the trail. Further investigation is underway
to identify and apprehend other members of the net-
work, police added.

Delhi MC rolls out portal for
regularisation of properties in
1,521 unauthorised colonies
New Delhi: The Municipal Corporation of Delhi

(MCD) on Friday launched the SWAGAM portal to
begin the process of regularisation of properties in
1,521 unauthorised colonies across the Capital, said
officials. The online platform will allow residents to
apply directly for regularisation of their properties
under the PM UDAY Scheme. With the civic body
aiming to streamline and digitise the process, appli-
cants can now submit their requests through the
MCD’s official portal. To facilitate applicants, the
MCD has also set up physical help desks across all 12
zonal offices, enabling residents to seek assistance in
filing applications. Additionally, the civic body has
empanelled over 700 professionals who can be con-
sulted for guidance during the application process.
Officials said once an application is submitted, the
regularisation certificate is expected to be issued
within approximately 60 days. The certificates will be
generated online and issued through the respective
zonal building departments. Applicants will also
receive SMS alerts and have access to an online track-
ing system to monitor the status of their applications.
Clarifying the procedure, the MCD said no physical
verification of properties would be conducted.
Instead, applicant data available on the PM-UDAY
portal would be automatically integrated into the
SWAGAM system, reducing paperwork and process-
ing time. The responsibility for handling applications
would lie with zonal building department officials,
while a dedicated technical team from the National
Informatics Centre would manage the portal at the
headquarters level.
ED raids against Raheja Developers in

home buyers ‘fraud’ case
New Delhi: The Enforcement Directorate (ED) on

Saturday conducted fresh searches against real estate
company Raheja Developers as part of a money launder-
ing investigation linked to alleged fraud with home buy-
ers, officials said. They said about seven premises in
Delhi-NCR are being covered as part of the action. The
agency had raided the company, its promoters and some
others in June 2025 too as part of a similar investigation.
The latest searches are being conducted in the matter of
alleged fraud with the home buyers and non-delivery of
flats in its project ‘Raheja Revanta’, according to the offi-
cials. The company, however, denied any wrongdoing or
fraud committed by it in this project. “The company has
invested significantly more than customer collections, as
confirmed by a RERA-supervised forensic audit, and no
funds have been diverted.


