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The Sikh Times

CHANDIGARH; 24th April: Punjab Chief
Minister Bhagwant Singh Mann delivered a
firm and uncompromising message to the
BJP, asserting that ever since strict laws
against ‘beadbi’ (sacrilege) were enacted, the
BJP’s unease has been evident as it struggles
to accept decisive action on an issue deeply
tied to Punjab’s sentiments. He stated that the
BJP, which has repeatedly faced rejection in
Punjab, has responded with hostility towards
both the state and the Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP), attempting to weaken a corruption-
free government through intimidation,
inducements, and efforts to engineer defec-
tions.  Condemning both those leaving the
party and those facilitating such moves, CM
Bhagwant Singh Mann asserted that the
BJP’s lack of political ground has pushed it
towards such tactics even as visible improve-
ments in schools, hospitals, roads, and
employment have unsettled it. He empha-
sised that the AAP draws its strength from
ordinary people and remains rooted in a prin-
cipled, transformative vision. He asserted

that the people of Punjab will hold account-
able those who betray the state, making it
clear that such manoeuvres cannot secure

political victories in a democracy where the
people of Punjab remain supreme.
Addressing a press conference in Chandigarh
on Friday, CM Bhagwant Singh Mann stated,
“The wise and brave people of Punjab will
never forgive the traitors who have back-
stabbed them for their own vested interests.

Punjabis have never forgotten acts of betray-
al, and those who deceived them have van-
ished into political oblivion. Leaders like

Kamaalo, Mannshahian and
others betrayed their ideology
and have been erased from pub-
lic memory. In a democracy, the
party is supreme, not individu-
als who come and go as per
their whims and fancies,” stated
CM Bhagwant Singh Mann.
The Chief Minister pointed out
that several leaders had
secured positions without
meaningful contribution but
later chose to deceive their
mother party for personal bene-
fits. “The real name of the BJP
is ‘Kadde Sadde party’ as its
‘washing machine’ is being used

to dry-clean tainted leaders from other par-
ties. The BJP is poaching leaders but has no
base in Punjab due to its anti-Punjab mind-
set,” he added. Highlighting a systematic
attempt to undermine Punjab, CM Bhagwant
Singh Mann said, “The BJP is inimical to
Punjab and has withheld the state’s share of

funds under Rural Development Fund (RDF),
National Health Mission (NHM) Fund and
other schemes, jeopardising development.
With no base here, it is trying to break our
party using central agencies. Punjab and
Punjabis will strongly oppose such tyrannical
moves, and the traitors will be taught a les-
son.” He further asserted that the BJP’s polit-
ical strategy across the country has been to
weaken regional forces. “The BJP only knows
how to break other parties because it lacks
credible leadership. They tried to break
Mamata Banerjee’s party, divided Uddhav
Thackeray’s party, and Sharad Pawar’s party
met the same fate. Leaders like Naveen
Patnaik, Dushyant Chautala and Nitish
Kumar have also been targeted through simi-
lar manoeuvres,” he said. Taking a jibe, CM
Bhagwant Singh Mann said, “A Rajya Sabha
member who is now feeling suffocated in
AAP due to personal interests had enjoyed
the fruits of power in Kothi Number 50.” The
Chief Minister noted, “From day one, the BJP
has been hell-bent on damaging AAP due to
its pro-Punjab and pro-people stance.
Operation Lotus was launched to buy our
members. Contd...........................page-3

Ever since law against beadbi was enacted, BJP has been
conspiring to weaken & eliminate me: CM Mann



Gurgaon.(Agency)
MCG on Thursday initiated the process to 

hire two firms to manage the city’s door-
to-door waste collection, floating a tender 
estimated at Rs 606 crore and dividing the 
city into two operational clusters.

Cluster 1 (zones 1 and 2) spans 138.4 sq 
km, covers a population of 9.4 lakh, 
generates around 519 tonnes of waste per 
d a y,  a n d  c o m p r i s e s  3 . 1  l a k h  
establishments across 18 wards. Cluster 2 
(zones 3 and 4) is larger — 159.2 sq km, 
population 10.39 lakh, 571.9 tonnes of 
daily waste, 2.7 lakh establishments and 
18 wards.

Specific penalties have been prescribed for 
failure in door-to-door collection — 
contractors will be fined Rs 50 per 
residential establishment per day for each 
instance where waste is not collected. For 
non-residential establishments, the 
penalty will be Rs 100 per establishment 
per day, calculated based on the number 
of units and the number of days of non-
collection.The scope of work includes 
door-to-door collection of segregated 

waste and its transportation to the 
Bandhwari landfill site, which serves as 
the processing location for both clusters. 
MCG has identified four transfer stations 

for secondary collection in each cluster; 
land for these facilities has been 
d e m a r c a t e d  a n d  i s  f r e e  f r o m  
encumbrances. Despite segregation at 
source being mandated, however, all 
waste streams are ultimately processed at 
the same site.

Vehicles must be compartmentalised for 
separate collection of wet and dry waste; 

if waste is found mixed due to non-
compliant transport, a penalty of 1.5 times 
the quoted rate per tonne will be charged 
on the mixed quantity.The civic body has 

introduced a graded penalty system 
linked to collection efficiency, 
kicking in after the first 30 days of 
operations. No penalty applies at 
98% efficiency or above. Below 
that, deductions from the monthly 
bill are graduated: 1% for 90%-
97%, 2% for 80%-89%, 3% for 
70%-79%, 4% for 60%-69%, and 
5% for 50%-59%. Efficiency below 
50% attracts a steep 10% penalty. 
For missed collections, contractors 
face Rs 50 per residential unit per 
day and Rs 100 per non-residential 

establishment per day.Ward-level 
monitoring committees constituted by 
MCG will oversee agency performance 
on the ground. The move follows 
repeated delays in awarding the contract, 
which left the city’s waste management 
system under strain. “The tendering 
process is expected to take at least another 
month to conclude,” a senior MCG 

Fake Mounjaro probe expands beyond NCR 
after seized stock traced to Hyderabad

MCG floats Rs 606 crore tender to 
overhaul door-to-door waste collection

Quick-restore push tested as Gurgaon Sector 
37D condominiums face 30-hour outage

Gurgaon.(Agency)
  Traffic police have begun a trial to 

create a dedicated pick-and-drop lane 
for e-rickshaws, starting near Agrasen 
Chowk. The move aims to streamline 
last-mile connectivity and improve 
traffic flow in the Sadar Bazar area.

The dedicated lane runs from Agarwal 
Dharamshala near Agrasen Chowk past 
the MCG office. Officials said similar 
arrangements may be introduced at 
other congestion points, including 
Shankar Chowk, IFFCO Chowk and 
areas near metro stations, based on the 
trial’s outcome.

The initiative is part of a broader traffic 
management plan launched at Agrasen 
Chowk on April 19 by DCP (traffic) 
Prateek Gahlot to regulate vehicular 
movement in the busy Sadar Bazar 
area.

Officials said the lane has been 
demarcated considering the high 
volume of commuters and pedestrians 
in the area, which often leads to 
bottlenecks. “The e-rickshaws will 
have a separate halt space and will not 
disrupt traffic. Passengers will board 
and alight within this space, and traffic 
personnel will monitor the flow. We 
plan to introduce similar halting points 
in other areas,” Gahlot said.As part of 
the trial, traffic movement has also 
been modified. Motorists who earlier 
took a U-turn near the Agrasen 
Chowk–Agarwal Dharamshala stretch 
to head towards the railway station can 
now take a right turn at Agrasen 
Chowk. Vehicles coming via Railway 
Road towards Jharsa or Agarwal 
Dharamshala will use a designated U-
turn constructed ahead of the PNB 
bank.

Traffic police said the changes are being 
implemented on a pilot basis and will 
be made permanent if found effective.

Meanwhile, enforcement against 
violations by e-rickshaw drivers has 
also been intensified. Around 1,000 
drivers were challaned between Jan 1 
and April 17 this year for offences such 
as driving without number plates, 
parking at unauthorised locations and 
wrong-side driving.Last year, traffic 
police issued 5,029 challans to e-

DEHLI/NCR

Roads under water; trees & poles 
uprooted: Cities on knees again

Noida/Ghaziabad. The showers that started Friday 
and continued on Sunday has led to heavy 
waterlogging in Noida and Ghaziabad.

A park for children in Noida Sector 51 has turned into 
a shallow pool, while parks and green belts in 
sectors 119, 12, 30, 120, etc., also remained out of 
bounds due to flooding.Low-lying areas, like 
Botanical Garden Metro station in Noida and Jagat 
Farm Market in Greater Noida, are under at least 
two feet of water. Meanwhile, residents reported 
flooded roads and basements in Noida sectors 22, 
30, 36, 51, 62, 71, 104, 105, 72, 117, 122, 99, 
etc.The picture is similar in Ghaziabad, with Abhay 
Khand, Loni, and Muradnagar facing waterlogging.

Late on Sunday, following reports of 12 people stuck 
in Tronica City due to heavy waterlogging, a team 
of Ghaziabad NDRF carried out a rescue operation. 
Considering a warning of heavy rain ahead, NDRF 
teams are on high alert for emergency response in 
Noida and Ghaziabad.Residents blamed the 
authorities for not taking adequate measures to 
check flooding.“The Noida Authority failed to 
prepare for the monsoon in advance. All its claims 
have fallen flat. In Sector 51, people are wading 
through one-and-a-half feet to two feet of water. 
The Sunday showers also left houses and basements 
flooded.

News box

Woman files false rape 
complaint in Gurgaon, cops 
register an FIR against her

Gurgaon.(Agency)
Gurgaon: An FIR has been registered against a woman for 

filing a false rape complaint after a police investigation 
revealed no assault had taken place.On April 20, the 
woman, Radhika Kumari, called the police control room 
at Sadar police station and claimed that she had been 
raped at a house in Sector 47. A police team and 
emergency response vehicle reached the location and 
contacted her.Kumari told police that she is from epal 
and currently lives on rent in Sector 37. She works with 
an online platform on which people can be hired for 
daily cooking. On Monday, she had been hired by two 
men living at the Sector 47 house to cook for them for a 
couple of days. However, she argued with one of them 
over a monetary issue. Following this, she dialled 112 
(police control room) and lodged the complaint.A police 
inquiry, however, revealed that no rape occurred and 
that the woman made the call to settle a score with the 
men.A case has been registered against her under 
Section 217 (giving false information to a public servant 
to cause them to use their lawful power to harm or annoy 
another person) of BNS for providing false information, 
leading to misuse of police resources and time.Police 
spokesperson Sandeep Turan said, “Such false calls not 
only divert emergency services but can also delay help 
to people in genuine distress. Citizens should refrain 
from sharing misleading information, as that can lead to 
a one-year jail term too.”Police said the woman has not 
been arrested. “As the lady only made a fake call at 112, 
she was not arrested but an FIR was registered. Now a 
report will be submitted regarding the same in the 
court,” another police officer said.

Gurgaon.(Agency)
 The drugs control department has widened 

its probe into distribution of fake 
Mounjaro injections after confirming that 
some of them had already been sent out of 
NCR before the seizure last week.

According to officials, six injections from 
the batch were supplied to a dealer in 
Hyderabad. The dealer has been warned 
not to sell or use the stock. District drug 
controller Amandeep Chauhan said on 
Thursday that the department is now 
checking if more consignments were sent 
to other cities, including through e-
commerce platforms.The case follows 
last week’s Rs 70-lakh seizure, in which 
262 vials of suspected counterfeit 
Mounjaro injections were recovered 
during a raid near Super Mart-1. Two 
men, Mujammil Khan and supplier Avi 
Sharma,  were  arres ted.“We are  

examining if supplies went beyond this 
batch and identifying all possible 
recipients. We have issued a notice to 
IndiaMart to share all details with us. They 
have requested some time to submit 
details,” Chauhan said.Authorities have 
sent samples for detailed laboratory 
testing, including sterility analysis, which 
requires a 14-day incubation period. Till 
the results are confirmed, circulation of 
t h e  s e i z e d  b a t c h  h a s  b e e n  
stopped.Chauhan said Sharma is now in 
five days’ judicial custody. Investigators 
said he operated from a flat in Gurgaon’s 
Sector 62, which was used solely for 
assembling and packaging the fake 
injections.Officials said the accused 
procured raw materials, including 
peptides and injection components, from 
China through an e-commerce platform. 
The products were then assembled at the 

flat, where investigators believe that 
online sources were used to imitate the 
or ig inal  drug.According to  the  
investigation, Sharma allegedly used 3D 
printing to create packaging cartons, 
labels, and instruction leaflets designed to 
resemble the genuine product. Officials 
said the peptides and injection pens were 
assembled into injectable units at the flat, 
where refrigeration facilities were used to 
store the materials.The counterfeit 
products were identified during 
inspection after several discrepancies 
were noticed. Officials found differences 
in shades of blue and red on the packaging 
compared with the original product. They 
also noted variations in typography and 
text alignment, while the illustration of 
the injection pen appeared darker and less 
sharp.“These visible discrepancies 
clearly indicated the product was not 

Gurgaon.(Agency)
Two days after the state directed faster 

transformer replacement to curb outages, 
a fault in a power cable left more than 
10,000 residents of Ramprastha City and 
Signature Global Millennia in Sector 
37D without electricity for over 30 
hours.The disruption began around 
1.30pm on Wednesday after a 33kV 
cable was damaged near Dwarka 
Expressway. While power backup 
generators initially supported supply, 
diesel ran out early Thursday morning at 
Ramprastha City, resulting in a complete 
blackout between 4am and 6.30am. Even 
by 7.30pm, normal supply had not been 
restored, with both societies largely 
dependent on diesel generators.Officials 
of DHBVN said the outage was traced to 
a fault in a 33kV cable drawing supply 
from the 220/33kV substation in Sector 
85. “There was a fault in the 33kV line 
near Elan Miracle mall. This falls within 
the developers’ scope, and their team is 
working to rectify it. We are providing 
technical support as required,” said 

Manish Wadhwa, sub-divisional officer, 
Sector 37, DHBVN.At Ramprastha City, 
residents said the prolonged outage 
severely disrupted daily life, especially 
in the sweltering heat. They said they 
were forced to rely entirely on gensets, 
paying as much as Rs 30 per unit. This, 
they said, added financial strain along 
with noise and air pollution.“This is 
highly negligent. Residents are being 
charged up to five times higher rates, yet 
diesel was not arranged on time,” said 
Dinesh Raina, president of the RWA of 
The Atrium in Ramprastha City. “With 
summer beginning, this will only worsen 
u n l e s s  u rg e n t  i n t e r v e n t i o n  i s  
made.”According to residents, such 
outages have become frequent due to 
repeated faults in the power line 
supplying electricity from a substation in 
Sector 85. They also pointed out that the 
absence of a dedicated 33kV substation 
has left the area vulnerable. While a 
substation has been planned, the 
responsibility lies with the builder, and 
there is no clarity on its completion 

timeline.“The builder had assured 24x7 
power supply, but outages like this keep 
happening. Generators are meant for 
emergencies, not for prolonged use,” 
said Saurabh Mittal, RWA president of 
The View in Ramprastha City.Residents 

of Signature Global Millennia said the 
issue has persisted for the past two years. 
They alleged that the society depends on 
old, shared cabling with neighbouring 
society Ramprastha instead of having an 
independent connection, despite 
residents having paid for it.“We are 
operating on barely 700kW against a 
sanctioned load of around 8,000kW — 
less than 10% of the requirement. The 
outdated cabling is the root cause of 
repeated failures, especially during peak 
summer,” said Sumit Rastogi, a resident 
of Signature Global Millenia.Neither 
developer responded to repeated 
requests for comment.The state power 
department on Tuesday had directed 
d i scoms  on  to  r ep l ace  f au l ty  
transformers within two hours in urban 
areas and four hours in rural areas. The 
move aims to ensure quicker restoration 
of supply in case of faults or breakdowns. 
Currently, transformer replacement often 
takes several hours and sometimes even 
days in rural areas, causing prolonged 
outages.

Pick-and-drop e-rickshaw lane 
trial starts at Agrasen Chowk in 
Gurgaon, to help cut gridlocks

7.6k house extensions cleared from roads in 5 
days, Gurgaon DLF phases top violations

Noida.(Agency)
A city court on Thursday allowed conditional police 

remand of three women — Aakriti Chaudhary, Manisha 
Chauhan and Srishti Gupta — accused of inciting 
violence during the industrial workers’ protest on April 
13. The court also allowed their lawyers to be present 
during investigation proceedings.

The court of additional civil judicial magistrate (ACJM) 
Virek Aggrawal ruled that the police custody period 
would start at 9 am on April 24 and last till 6 pm on April 
26.“During custody, the investigating officer will 
ensure that the accused undergo a medical examination 
at the time of taking them into police custody from the 
jail and at the time of their admission to the prison after 
police custody. The IO will not subject the accused to 
mental or physical harassment, and the learned counsel 
for the accused may observe the investigation 
proceedings while maintaining a reasonable distance 
and without obstructing the investigation,” the judge 
ruled, directing a copy of the order to be sent to the 
superintendent of the district jail and the investigating 
officer of the case.Rajnish Yadav, the defence counsel, 
urged the court during proceedings to also allow a 
woman family member to observe the investigation 
from a distance besides the counsel. Earlier, on 
Wednesday, the counsel for Srishti Gupta objected to 
police custody, stating that there was no evidence to 
support it and no new evidence emerged against her 
either.The judge, however, observed that evidence 
collected by the investigating officer and statements 
given by the accused indicated they prima facie 
possessed the items (mobile phones, etc.) used in the 
incident under investigation. “Therefore, in such 
circumstances, granting the accused’s police custody 
remand appears justified,” the judge said.

Aakriti and Srishti are both from Delhi and in their 20s. 
Aakriti has a masters in history from Daulat Ram 
College. Manisha is a worker with an industrial unit in 
Noida.In the application for custody, police contended 
that there was “full possibility of getting important 
evidence from the place of residence of the accused”. 
“There is a strong possibility that significant evidence 
related to the incident will be found. 

Cracker sparks burn down 3 shops, 6 bikes

Ghaziabad.(Agency)
 Over 7,600 extensions of houses that 

affected right of way (ROW) at licensed 
colonies in the city have been razed by the 
department of district town and country 
planning (DTCP) in five days. The action 
was carried out in compliance with govt 
d i rec t ions  i ssued on Apr i l  16 ,  
2026.Officials said the drive covered 17 
major licensed colonies. DLF 1 and 2 
recorded the highest number of 
violations. Together, the two colonies 
accounted for more than 2,700 
encroachments, underscoring the extent 
of unauthorised extensions in some of the 
city’s oldest and most premium 
residential areas.According to the data, 
DLF 1 recorded 1,393 violations, while 
DLF 2 had 1,384. Palam Vihar followed 
with more than 1,100 violations. Sushant 
Lok 3 reported 536 violations, South City 
1 had 523, Ardee City and part of Sushant 
Lok-I together accounted for 434 cases, 
and Sushant Lok 2 recorded 290 
violations.Urban planners associated 
with the operation said the widespread 
nature of these violations points to a long-
standing pattern of gradual encroachment 
on public land, particularly along internal 
colony roads intended for free movement 
and emergency access.Fencing, ramps 
and guard rooms were among the most 
common violations. The largest category 

comprised fencing and extended ramps, 
steps and platforms. Guard rooms and 
cabins were also built on public land 
outside houses. Other frequent violations 
included boundary walls and gates 
extending into the right of way, 
hoardings, tin sheds, parking sheds and 
illegal commercial kiosks.In DLF 1 and 2 
alone, more than 1,500 cases of fencing, 
ramps and platforms were recorded. 
Guard rooms accounted for over 450 
cases across the two colonies. In Palam 
Vihar, the pattern differed, with large-
scale encroachments involving boundary 
walls and gates in 220 cases, along with 
more than 1,100 instances of grilles and 
fencing, besides platforms and sheds built 
in front of houses.In Sushant Lok 2 and 3, 
ramps and boundary wall extensions 
emerged as major violations, along with 
encroachments on green areas and 
landscape zones. In Sushant Lok 3 alone, 
174 cases of fencing and green area 
encroachment were recorded, indicating 
growing pressure on planned open 
spaces.Mid-sized and smaller colonies 
such as Rosewood City, Mayfield 
Gardens, Nirvana Country and Uppal 
Southend also reported a range of 
violations, though in lower numbers. 
These included porta cabins, storage 
units, temporary sheds, kiosks and 
footpath encroachments, often linked to 

commercial use of residential properties.
In sectors 47 and 48, including Malibu 

Towne and Vipul World, officials 
removed metal barricading, illegal steps 
and ramps, reflecting a recurring trend of 
altering house fronts for private access.

Officials said removal of encroachments 
has improved road usability, with around 
216km of internal roads reclaimed across 
colonies. In many areas, residents had 
gradually extended private boundaries 
into public space, narrowing roads, 
blocking footpaths and restricting 
emergency access.“The objective is to 
restore original road width and ensure 
smooth movement within colonies. 
Encroachments not only inconvenience 
residents but also pose safety risks,” a 
senior official said.Alongside removal of 
encroachments, authorities have also 
initiated action against unauthorised use 
of stilt floors, which are often converted 
into commercial or residential spaces in 
violation of building norms. Officials said 
enforcement on this front will continue 
alongside the ongoing removal of illegal 
structures.Authorities said reclaimed 
spaces would be maintained in 
coordination with RWAs to prevent 
encroachments. They also warned that 
repeat violations would face stricter legal 
action.Urban experts said while 
enforcement drives are necessary, 

sustained monitoring and community 
participation will be essential for long-
term compliance. “Encroachment is often 
gradual and normalised over time. 
Without consistent vigilance, the 
situation can revert,” an urban .

Court grants police remand of  
3 women held over Noida 
protest violence, but allows 
lawyer presence

Noida.(Agency)
Residents of a few towers in ATS One 

Hamlet, a residential society in Sector 
104, have complained of noise and air 
pollution from a sewage treatment plant 
(STP) located on the premises of the 
Maharshi Mahesh Yogi Ashram Trust, 
adjoining the society.

In a complaint submitted to the chief 
minister’s office on March 16, the 
apartment owners’ association (AOA) 
alleged that the STP, located on the plot 
adjacent to the society’s residential 
towers 2, 3 and 4, was discharging 
untreated or  par t ia l ly  t reated 
wastewater into the open, which flows 

into the green belt and accumulates in 
the form of stagnant pools.“The 
discharged water is black, frothy and 
emits a strong odour,” the letter reads, 
seeking inspection by concerned 
authorities and immediate remedial 
steps.

Talking to TOI, the AOA president 
Sanjeev Varma said that if the water 
spilling from the STP is treated water, it 
should have been reused in accordance 
with pollution control norms instead of 
being allowed to flow in the open. He 
added that repeated attempts to raise the 
issue with the ashram authorities did 
not yield any resolution.

Co staffer, aide held for 

abducting colleague, forcing 

him to transfer Rs2.5L

Gurgaon.(Agency)
Thousands of residents across multiple sectors in Noida 

woke up on Thursday to a rude shock — dirty, pale 
yellow to black-coloured water flowing from their taps, 
triggering a wave of health concerns and anger. Noida 
Authority attributed the brackish supply to temperature-
induced scaling in water distribution lines.

Over 25,000 residents across Sectors 19, 40, and 20, 
among others, complained following the contaminated 
water supply on Thursday morning, saying it was 
unusable even for basic household chores. The problem, 
however, had begun a day earlier — BB Majumdar, a 
resident of C Block, Sector 19, said the water had been 
brackish since Wednesday. “We could not use it for daily 
chores, and no tankers were supplied by the authority 
either,” he said.RC Gupta, president of the Sector 19 
RWA, said videos of the discoloured water were 
circulated to authority officials and community groups, 
but drew no response. “At 8.40 am on Thursday, we got 
dirty, black-coloured water from taps in the kitchens and 
washrooms of households in A, B, and C blocks of 
Sector 19,” he said. “It is very shameful that they are 
supplying such gutter water for drinking purposes. Who 
is responsible? Despite repeated complaints and regular 
payment of water bills, no action is being taken.”

The problem was not limited to taps — Gupta confirmed 
that overhead tanks were also filled with the 
contaminated water, warning that the health impact on 
residents could linger for months. The foul supply 
persisted into the evening.Mohinder Singh of the Sector 
40 RWA echoed the frustration. “How often should 
residents clean their overhead tanks, which keep getting 
contaminated with this dirty, untreated water?” he asked.

Yogendra Sharma, president of the Federation of Noida 
Residents Welfare Associations, said he raised the 
matter with the concerned officials, who assured him the 
issue would be resolved shortly.

Black water flows from taps 
at homes, Noida blames 
‘temp-induced’ changes

Noida Sector 104 condo residents flag 
stench, noise from ashram STP
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Contd..........Front page
The BJP, which has no

base in Punjab, has started
its ‘washing machine’ here
to give a clean chit to taint-
ed leaders.” Listing the
achievements of the
Punjab Government, CM
Bhagwant Singh Mann
said, “The BJP and its
stooges cannot digest how
our government has pro-
vided free electricity to 90%
of households, given over
65,000 government jobs to
youth without corruption,
improved roads, closed toll
plazas saving ?70 lakh
daily, and upgraded infra-
structure. Under Mukh
Mantri Sehat Yojna, health
cards are being issued to
all 65 lakh families, enti-
tling each to free treatment

up to ?10 lakh, with over 30
lakh beneficiaries already
covered. For the first time,
more than eight hours of
uninterrupted power was
supplied to farm tube wells
during paddy season,” he
noted. He added that farm-
ers are now receiving day-
time electricity for irriga-
tion, transforming agricul-
tural practices. “Every sin-
gle penny of the state
exchequer is being utilised
judiciously for the welfare
of the people. Under
Mawan Dheeyan Satkar
Yojna, ?1000 per month is
being given to women of
the other categories and
?1500 to SC category
women above 18 years,” he
said. CM Bhagwant Singh
Mann further said that the

Punjab Government has
launched a massive pro-
gramme for repair and
upgradation of 43,000 kilo-
metres of link roads across
the state. “We have also
passed the Jaagat Jot Sri
Guru Granth Sahib Satkar
(Amendment) Bill, 2026,
ensuring stricter punish-
ment for sacrilege,” he
added. Reiterating that the
BJP is unsettled by
Punjab’s progress, he said,
“The BJP is unhappy with
the prosperity of Punjab
and is hatching deep-root-
ed conspiracies. Punjabis
stand firmly with AAP, and
these seven leaders do not
represent the entire party.
Their true face has been
exposed. Captain feels iso-
lated in the BJP, and others

like Sukhpal Khaira have
met the same fate,” he said.
Highlighting the party’s
ideological foundation, CM
Bhagwant Singh Mann
said, “This party has been
built through sweat and
sacrifice. Arvind Kejriwal,
Manish Sisodia and I left
our careers to serve the
people. I challenge the BJP
to try to buy, harass or
intimidate me; neither the
BJP nor its central agen-
cies have the courage to do
so,” he asserted. “These
leaders were given impor-
tant positions to serve
Punjab, but they compro-
mised for their own chairs.
Despite advances in sci-
ence and technology, no
machine can read what is
in their minds. Punjabis

chose them to represent
their aspirations, but they
betrayed the people for
personal interests,” he
added. CM Bhagwant
Singh Mann asserted that
the AAP has a national
presence and is not con-
fined to any region. “After
this defection, the party’s
Political Affairs Committee
(PAC) will decide the
future course, including
disciplinary action. Our
legislative party remains
united and committed to
Punjab’s progress,” he
said. Concluding, he said,
“The BJP must remember
that its tactics will not suc-
ceed in Punjab. Punjabis
will teach it a lesson for this
treachery.” Taking to X,
CM Bhagwant Singh
Mann stated: “...The BJP
has always been anti-
Punjab. Ever since strict
laws against beadbi were
passed, there is visible
unease within the BJP,

and they are unable to tol-
erate it. Having faced
repeated defeats in
Punjab, the BJP has con-
sistently harboured hos-
tility towards Punjab and
the Aam Aadmi Party. We
strongly condemn both
those who leave the party
and those who facilitate
their induction.” “From
the sacred land of Punjab,
I want to make it clear
that the AAP is a party of
the common people, and
the people are our real
strength. The people of
Punjab will certainly
teach a lesson to those
who betray the state.
Such tactics will not help
them win Punjab. In a
democracy, the people
are supreme, and the
common people are our
greatest strength. The
AAP is driven by a revolu-
tionary vision and stands
united, firmly committed
to the truth,” the post
concluded.

35-year-old women killed in Delhi, body stuffed
inside double bed box; 3 arrested

New Delhi: In another shocker in the national capital, a 35-year-old woman with strangulation marks was found
stuffed inside a double bed storage box at a paying guest (PG) accommodation in outer Delhi’s Mangolpuri area,
police said on Wednesday, adding that three persons were arrested in this regard. The arrested were identified as
Deepak (22) and his two associates Surendra and Joginder, all resident of Mangolpuri. According to the police, a
PCR call was received at Mangolpuri police station on April 7 regarding a woman found lying under suspicious cir-
cumstances inside a room at a building located in Patthar Market. On receiving the information, a team rushed to
the spot at Patthar Market, Mangol Puri and found the body bearing strangulation marks, injury on forehead stuffed
in the bed in a room, an official said. The scene of crime was inspected by the Crime Team and FSL Team and
exhibits were lifted and a case under sections 103(1), murder, 238(A), causing the disappearance of evidence or giv-
ing false information, and 3(5) acts done by several persons in furtherance of a common intention, was registered
at Police station Mangolpuri, the officer mentioned. According to the investigators, the deceased women, a resident
of the same locality and married was allegedly in a relationship with the accused Deepak, who is also married. On
Tuesday at around 4.30 pm, she came to the PG to meet the accused and they stayed for about an hour, the cop elab-
orated. After the accused left the premises, the owner of the PG grew suspicious and alerted the cops. It was also
revealed by investigators that Deepak’s two associates were also present at the crime scene when the incident took
place. The officer said the accused are being interrogated and the sequence of events leading to the woman’s mur-

der is being reconstructed. All possible angles are being investigated, including the
nature of the relationship between the victim and the accused, any possible dispute or
altercation and other circumstances surrounding the incident, the officer said, adding
that further investigation is underway.
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Ever since law against beadbi was enacted, BJP has been
conspiring to weaken & eliminate me: CM Mann

Autorickshaw driver killed during
robbery in Delhi, 3 held after manhunt

New Delhi: An autorickshaw driver was stabbed to
death and his vehicle stolen during a robbery near
Minto Road in central Delhi, with police arresting three
accused after a manhunt that tracked their movement
across Delhi and Haryana, an official said on Thursday.
The incident was reported at around 5:30 am on April 5,
when a PCR call alerted police about an injured man
lying near the Shivaji Park bus stand. A police team
rushed to the spot and found an unidentified male lying
unconscious in a pool of blood on the roadside, with
multiple stab injuries on his neck and chest. The victim
was shifted to the LNJP Hospital, where doctors
declared him brought dead. A medical examination con-
firmed multiple stab wounds to the chest and anterior
neck region. A case was registered at the Kamla Market
police station and a probe launched. A joint team relied
on a combination of CCTV footage analysis, technical
surveillance and local intelligence to identify and track
the accused. "Extensive scrutiny of CCTV cameras
revealed that five men had boarded the victim's
autorickshaw near the Nizamuddin railway station on
the intervening night of April 4 and 5. Their movement
was traced through multiple locations across Delhi,
Faridabad and Palwal," the officer said. Acting on specif-
ic inputs, police teams laid a trap for around 12 hours
near the Palwal railway station and adjoining areas, lead-
ing to the arrest of two accused -- Yogesh (25) and
Yogesh alias Rocky (24), both residents of Palwal. Based
on their disclosure, a third accused, Somesh (25), was
later apprehended from a spot near the Sarai Kale Khan
bus stand in Delhi. "The robbed autorickshaw and a
mobile phone of the victim have been recovered. During
sustained interrogation, the accused disclosed that they
regularly travelled from Palwal to Delhi by night trains
to target commuters near railway stations and bus

stands.

NAME CHANGE
I SANJU S/O MUNNA LAL R/I E-
Block, CN-95, Inder Puri, I.A.R.I.
Central Delhi, Delhi-110012 have
changed the name of my minor son
DHRUV aged 10 years and he shall
hereafter be known as DAKASH

NAME CHANGE
I fazroul rehman  S/O abdul aziz
R/O A 32 gali number 8 mohalla dil-
shad masjid mustafabad delhi
110094 HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO fazlu rehman

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as ANIDDUIN
alias ANIUDDIN S/O BAGA R/O
H.No-227/7, Street No-7, Near Ali
Masjid, Old Mustafabad, North
East Delhi-110094 have changed
my name and shall hereafter be
known as AINUDDIN.

NAME CHANGE
I, MOHD SHAKIR S/O ASIF ALI
R/O 1224, Gali Manihar Wali, Kalan
Mahal, Darya Ganj, Central Delhi,
Delhi-110002 have changed name
of my minor daughter AMEENA
aged 5 years and She Shall here-
after be known as AMEEMA.

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that I
RAVI SHANKER S/O LAKHAN
SINGH R/O 4442, Gali Nagar
Singh, Pahari, Dhiraj, Sadar Bazar,
Delhi 6, Delhi G.P.O North Delhi,
Delhi-110006 declare that name of
mine and my father has been
wrongly written as RAVI SHANKAR
and LAXMAN SINGH in my pan
card No-CCGPS6475R. The actual
name of mine and my father are
RAVI SHANKER and LAKHAN
SINGH respectively which may be
amended accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that I,
DHANPAL JAIN S/o AJIT PRASAD
JAIN R/o 80, BAHUBALI ENCLAVE,
NEAR KARKARDOOMA COURT,
SHAKAR PUR, BARAMAD, EAST
DELHI, DELHI-110092, declare that
name of mine has been wrongly writ-
ten as DHAN PAL SINGH in my
Conveyance Deed dated 19.07.2001,
S. No. 2977, GPA dated 28.02.1996,
S. No. 5773 & WILL dated
28.02.1996, S. No. 8927. The actual
name of mine is DHANPAL JAIN,
which may be amended accordingly. 

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I S K
AHMED RAZA S/O S K NAZIM
AHMED R/O H 21/255, G/F Jhuggi
Indra Camp, Kalyanpuri, PO:
Kalyanpuri, DIST: East Delhi, Delhi-
110091 declare that name of my
father and my mother have been
wrongly written as NAZIM AHMED
and RESHMA in my 10th Class
Marksheet and Certificate. The actu-
al name of my father and mother S
K NAZIM AHMED and ROSHNA
which may be amended accordingly.

PUBLIC NOTICE
My client Santoshi Devi  W/O Late
Sh. Bijender Singh (Aadhar Card No.
506631010142),  R/O General
Chopal, Garhi Rindhala, P.O.
Nizampur, Dist ,North West Delhi,
Delhi-110081,  Do hereby disown
her son namely Vikas S/O Late Sh.
Bijender Singh and her daughter in
law namely Aditi W/o Sh. Vikas from
all moveable and immovable proper-
ty and has severe her all relation
from Them. If anybody deals with
above mentioned persons, shall be
entirely at their own risks, cost and
consequences. My clients shall not
be responsible in any manner for any
kind of their deals, act and conduct.

DEEPAK KUMAR (ADVOCATE)
CH. NO. 1412, 14TH  FLOOR,

LAWYERS   CHAMBER BLOCK,
ROHINI, COURTS DELHI  

M. No. 9811264426, , 8178668745

NAME CHANGE
I, SADHNA AGARWAL W/O
PAWAN KUMAR residing at J-105
B STREET NO-6 LAXMI NAGAR
DELHI-110092  have changed my
name to SADHANA AGARWAL for
all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I Richa Singh W/o Amit Bhatia
R/o 217, Housing Board Colony,
Near-Gurudwara, Sector-22,
Faridabad Sector 22, Faridabad,
Haryana 121005 have changed
my name to Richa Bhatia for all
future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, MOBASSAREEN NAEMUDDIN
ESLAM KHAN W/O NAIMUDDIN
KHAN R/O H NO-C-147/1, UPPER
GROUND FLOOR, SHAHEEN
BAGH, ABDUL FAZAL ENCLAVE
PART-2, DELHI-110025. have
changed my name to MOBASSA-
REEN for all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, NAEMUDDIN / NAEEMUDDIN
ISMAIL S/O ISMAIL YAQOOB R/O
H NO-C-147/1, UPPER GROUND
FLOOR, SHAHEEN BAGH,
ABDUL FAZAL ENCLAVE PART-2,
DELHI-110025. have changed my
name to NAIMUDDIN KHAN for all
future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, NAVIN KUMAR S/O DAYA NAND
residing at HOUSE NO-66, WARD
NO-30, SECTOR-46, GURGAON,
HARYANA-122001 Have changed
my name to NAVEEN THAKRAN
for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, hitherto known as PAPPU S/O
MANGLI OSAIN R/O N-21B-131
MOUJI WALA BAGH, AZAD PUR,
NORTH WEST DELHI, DELHI-
110033, have changed my name and
shall hereafter be known as PURAN
MAL. It is certified that I have com-
plied with other legal requirements in
this connection.

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that I,
DHANPAL JAIN S/o AJIT PRASAD
JAIN R/o 80, BAHUBALI ENCLAVE,
NEAR KARKARDOOMA COURT,
SHAKAR PUR, BARAMAD, EAST
DELHI, DELHI-110092, declare that
name of mine has been wrongly writ-
ten as DHAN PAL SINGH in my
Conveyance Deed dated 19.07.2001,
S. No. 2977, GPA dated 28.02.1996,
S. No. 5773 & WILLdated 28.02.1996,
S. No. 8927. The actual name of mine
is DHANPAL JAIN, which may be
amended accordingly. 

NAME CHANGE
I, SACHIN S/o PARAM SINGH R/o
A-59, Sharma Colony, Phase-2,
Budh Vihar, Delhi-110086, have
changed my name to SACHIN
NAGAR permanently.

NAME CHANGE
I, PREM S/O Ganga Sharan Singh
R/o A-59, Sharma Colony, Phase-
2, Budh Vihar, Delhi-110086, have
changed my name to PARAM
SINGH permanently

NAME CHANGE
I, PRASANTA KUMAR ROUT S/o
Hare Krishna Rout R/o Flat No.279,
Paryatan Vihar, B-4, Vasundhara
Enclave, Delhi-110096, have
changed my name to PRASANTA
ROUT permanently

NAME CHANGE
I, LOVKESH S/o Gulshan Rai R/o
House No.1, Block-T3, BPTP
Parklands, Sector-75, Ballabgarh,
Faridabad-121004, Haryana, have
changed my name to LOVKESH
KATHURIA permanently.

NAME CHANGE
I, AMIT S/O Tilak Raj R/o 43,
Kharkhari Roundh, South West Delhi
-110073, have changed my name to
AMIT KUMAR for all future purpose

NAME CHANGE
I, hitherto known as SHIYA DULARI
W/O DHANI RAM D/O MURLID-
HAR R/O 3-B, PAPRAWAT ROAD
PHASE-2, B-BLOCK, ROSHAN
VIHAR, NAJAFGARH, SOUTH
WEST DELHI, DELHI-110043,
have changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as MANJU.

NAME CHANGE
I fazroul rehman  S/O abdul aziz
R/O A 32 gali number 8 mohalla dil-
shad masjid mustafabad delhi
110094 HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO fazlu rehman

NAME CHANGE
I, SHANTI DEVI (Existing Name as
per Record/Service Document)
mother of JC-812413X SUBEDAR
TEJENDER KUMAR Residing at
VILL-SAMAHANI, PO-BARSWAN,
TEH-BALH, DIST-MANDI,
HIMACHAL PRADESH, PIN-
175036 have changed my name
from SHANTI DEVI (Existing Name
change as per Record/Service doc-
ument) to SANTI DEVI (Proposed
New Name) for all future purposes
vide Affidavit dated 24/04/2026
before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, RANJANA SHENDE wife of No-
14676800A, Rank-HAV, Name-
SHENDE DHANPAL RAMA
Residing at VILL-LANZERA, PO-
JAMB, TEH-TUMSAR, DIST-BHAN-
DARA, MAHARASHTRA-441914,
have changed my name from RAN-
JANA SHENDE to RANJANA
DHANPAL SHENDE for all future
purposes, in my husband’s service
record my date of birth wrongly men-
tioned as 01 May 1988 instead of my
correct date of birth as 10 May 1988
vide affidavit dated 24/04/2026
before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, PHOOLDEVI D/O LATE  MAN
SINGH VISHAVKARMA R/O
C1/002 (SOVEREIGN-1),VATIKA
CITY, SECTOR-49,GURUGRAM,
HARYANA-122018, HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME TO FULDE-
VI VISHWAKARMA FOR ALL
FUTURE PURPOSE

Public Notice 
I, PRASHANT SHARMA S/o SHIV
SHANKAR SHARMA R/O KUSH-
305, AGARSEN AWAS, I.P EXTEN-
SION, EAST DELHI, DELHI,
110092, have changed the name of
my minor Son ARSH SHARMA
aged 14 years and shall hereafter be
known as EKANSH SHARMA, for
all future purposes. It is certified that
I have complied with other legal
requirements in this connection.

PRASHANT SHARMA

PUBLIC NOTICE
Information is hereby given to the
general public that our client Mr.
Akbar S/o Mr. Rehmatulla is the
owner and in possession of a
Freehold Residential Plot area
measuring 230 + 184.19 sq. yds.
(i.e. 192.30 + 154 sq. mtrs.) out of
Khasra No. 554 Situated at Gram
Nangla Order, Pargana and Tehsil
Sardhana, District Meerut, Uttar
Pradesh.  Our client acquired the
said property by virtue of a Sale
Deed dated 10.03.2014, Doc. No.
3569, Book No. 1, Volume No. 5663,
on pages 277-294, in SR-Sardhana,
Meerut & Sale Deed dated
18.06.2025 as Doc. No. 14132,
Book No. 1, Volume No. 13299, on
pages 367-380, in SR-Sardhana,
Meerut. In the chain documents
below mentioned documents not
available i.e. (1) Death Certificate &
SMC of Late Mr. Balle Khan, (2)
Death Certificate & SMC of Late Mr.
Om Prakash Saini & (3) Death
Certificate of Late Mrs. Salma.,
Therefore, our client hereby
declares that except him, no other
person has any right, title, interest,
claim or objection in respect of the
above-mentioned property. And the
said property is presently financed /
mortgaged with Piramal Finance
Ltd., Branch: Gurugram Haryana.   If
any person(s) have any objection(s)
or claim(s) with respect to the` right,
title or interest in the Said Property
then contact us within 07 days from
the date of Publication of this notice
and or the same to the undersigned
if found by anyone. Thereafter no
claim shall be entertained

[NAVEEN KUMAR VERMA] 
Advocate

F-211, Sector-3,
Vaishali, Ghaziabad,

Uttar Pradesh-201010
(Contact at 09958871432)

PUBLIC NOTICE
General public is hereby informed
that Mr. Puran Chand Son of Mr.
Buddha Ram and Mr. Vijay Kumar
Chawla Son of Mr. Manohar Lal are
owners of SECOND FLOOR WITH-
OUT ROOF RIGHTS, OF PROP-
ERTY BEARING NO. WZ-30,
AREA MEASURING 100 SQ.
YARDS, OUT OF KHASRA NO. 1,
SITUATED JALAO COLONY,
KNOWN AS KRISHNA PARK
EXTN. NEW DELHI, vide Notarized
GPA, ATS, Will Dated 16.04.2004
executed by Mrs. Pushpa W/o Mr.
Prem Kumar Gulati and said prop-
erty to be sold to Mrs. Paramjeet
Kaur Wife of Mr. Daljeet Singh. And
now said property is being financed
by Bajaj Housing Finance Ltd.,
Branch Ghaziabad if anybody has
any charge/title/third party interest
in the said property of any kind of
dispute, kindly inform the under-
signed in written with proof within 7
days of this publication on the below
mentioned address, failing which I
am aware that in case any default
with the mortgage property, that all
borrowers/owners are responsible
for the same.

[ASHWANI KUMAR]
Advocate

Chamber No. 122,
Tehsil Compound, 

Ghaziabad, U.P.
kumar2021ashwani@gmail.com

NAME CHANGE
I,ADDRASH KUMAR YADAV S/O
LAL MOHAN YADAV  R/O RZ G
21, G BLOCK, WEST SAGARPUR,
NANGAL RAYA S.O, DIST:
SOUTH WEST DELHI, DELHI-
110046, CHANGED MY NAME TO
ADDARSH KUMAR YADAV.

NAME CHANGE
I, Jatin S/O Ashok Chhokra R/O
557/10, Gopal Colony, Mata Darwaja,
Rohtak Haryana-124001 I, Have
Changed My Name To Jatin Chhokra
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Ascension Episcopal School were revised that number. Morse did not 
among the victims of the shooting, immediately say what set off the 
according to a Facebook post from shooting at the mall in the Louisiana 
Lafayette Parish President Monique capital.Alex Theriot, a commercial 
Blanco Boulet.We are heartbroken by electrician, was working on a 
the senseless violence that happened construction project in the mall a few 
today at the Mall of Louisiana in hundred feet from the food court when 
Baton Rouge," she said, adding that gunfire erupted and he heard what 

sounded like plates of glass 
shattering. Thinking a shooter might 
be going store to store, he quickly 
screwed the door shut of his work 
site and hunkered down with two 

BATON ROUGE.(Agency) other workers. They waited and 
 An exchange of gunfire at a food court hoped for the best."Everybody was 

inside a Louisiana mall on Thursday running and screaming," Theriot 
killed one person and wounded five told The Associated Press. "I 
others and sent workers and shoppers thought it could have been a terrorist 
scrambling for safety, police and attack."
witnesses said.Authorities described Desire Batton, who works at a 
the shooting inside the Mall of clothing store, said she and other she was asking her community to "join 
Louisiana in Baton Rouge as a workers dashed inside a breakroom to us in holding all of these families close 
confrontation between two groups of protect themselves.in prayer."
people and not a random attack. "We hid in there until cops came and got Rachel Delcambre, a spokesperson for 
Louisiana Attorney General Liz us," Batton said.The shooting began the school, said in an email that the 
Murrill said some innocent bystanders around 1:30 p.m. when the two groups school would not be giving additional 
were struck by gunfire.Police Chief TJ argued inside the food court and information at this time "out of deep 
Morse said five people were in custody started shooting at each other, Morse respect for the families and the 
and there was no ongoing threat to the said. The chief made public appeals for sensitivity of this situation."
public. witnesses to come forward with any Authorities initially said as many as 10 

Three high school seniors from video of the shooting.people had been injured but later 

NEWS BOX

Pakistan military kills 22 militants in 
northwest clashes, child dead in 

Exchange of  gunfire inside Mall of  Louisiana 
leaves one person dead, 5 wounded

Ukraine's Remote-
Controlled Drones Can Hit 
Targets At Great Distance, 
Says Minister

Over 1.2 million travelled 
from region as India 

issues fresh Iran 
advisory

DALLAS.(Agency) 
The Indian Embassy in Iran has issued a renewed 

advisory urging Indian nationals to avoid travelling to 
the country amid ongoing regional tensions and 
continued disruptions to international flight 
operations.In a post on X, the mission strongly 
cautioned citizens against visiting Iran “by any 
mode,” citing persistent airspace restrictions and 
operational uncertainties affecting flights to and from 
the country. The Embassy also advised Indians 
currently in Iran to leave at the earliest, but only in 
close coordination with officials.

“Indian citizens are strongly advised not to travel to Iran, 
whether by air or land. Airspace restrictions and 
operational uncertainties due to regional tensions 

continue to affect international flight operations,” the 
statement said.The Embassy further emphasized that 
those already in Iran should exit through designated 
land border routes, strictly under its guidance. It 
warned against independently approaching border 
crossings without prior consultation. Emergency 
contact numbers and a consular email have been 
provided to assist citizens in coordinating their 
departure.This advisory follows an earlier notice 
issued on April 8, which similarly urged Indian 
nationals to leave Iran “expeditiously” in view of 
evolving regional developments. Officials have 
reiterated that all exits must be planned and executed 
in consultation with the mission to ensure 
safety.Meanwhile, speaking at an inter-ministerial 
briefing on developments in West Asia, Aseem R 
Mahajan, Additional Secretary (Gulf) at the Ministry 
of External Affairs, said that flight operations in the 
region are gradually stabilising despite ongoing 
challenges.He noted that since February 28, 
approximately 1.21 million passengers have travelled 
from the region to India. 

WORLD

Iran hits back at Trump's 
'hellhole' remark on India, 
China; calls them 'cradles of  
civilisation’

World. (Agency) 
Iran has come down heavily on US President Donald 

Trump for sharing a video calling India and China 
"hellholes" amid the birthright citizenship debate in 

In a post on X, Iran's Consulate General in Hyderabad 
defended India and China as historic civilisations.

"China and India are the cradles of Civilization. In fact, 
the hellhole is where its war-criminal president 
threatened to decimate the civilization in Iran," the 
post read.Similarly, Iran's Consulate General in 
Mumbai shared a video on Maharashtra's cultural and 
geographical heritage, and said Trump should visit 
the state for a "cultural detox". The post added, 
"Kabhi India aa ke dekho, phir bolna".

The reactions came after Trump shared a video 
featuring conservative author and radio host Michael 
Savage, in which Savage sharply criticizes the 
concept of birthright citizenship.In the podcast, 
Savage' referred to India, China and some other 
countries as "hell-holes" and called for changes in the 
US’ birthright citizenship law. He also termed Indian 
and Chinese immigrants as "gangsters with laptops" 
who have "stepped on our flag.The clip, originally 
broadcast on Savage’s Newsmax program The 
Savage Nation, was reposted by a Truth Social 
account that amplifies the president’s online activity. 
In the video, Savage argues that current 
interpretations of birthright citizenship laws allow 
immigrants to exploit the system by entering the 
United States late in pregnancy so their children are 
born as citizens.

In the clip, Savage claimed that the practice creates a 
loophole in which a child born in the United States 
automatically gains citizenship, after which extended 
family members can later immigrate. He referred to 
India, China and other nations as "hell-holes" from 
where people bring their entire family to the US.

A ten-year-old child was killed 
during the exchange of  fire, 
which took place in Khyber 
district near the border with 
Afghanistan.

Approval had been held up for 
months amid political friction 
inside the 27-nation EU, 
including resistance from 
outgoing Hungarian PM Viktor 
Orbán, widely seen as Russia's 
closest ally in the bloc.

Why the European Union's wartime loan is a 
vital lifeline for cash-strapped Ukraine

The shooting began around 
1:30 p.m. when the two 

groups argued inside the 
food court and started 
shooting at each other, 

Police Chief  TJ Morse said.

wing statement said. office.Attacks, many claimed by the 
Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) A ten-year-old child was killed during 
armed group, have escalated in recent the exchange of fire, which took place 
years, especially in the provinces in Khyber district near the border with 
bordering Afghanistan.Afghanistan.Prime Minister Shehbaz 

Pakistan has accused Afghanistan 
of providing a safe haven to 
militants since the Afghan Taliban 
returned to governing the country 
in 2021, which Kabul has PESHAWAR.(Agency) 
repeatedly denied.

 Pakistani security personnel shot dead 
The assertions have frayed the 22 alleged militants in clashes in the 

r e l a t i onsh ip  be tween  the  northwest this week, the military said 
neighbours and led to regular on Friday, with a child also killed in 
border clashes.the crossfire.On Tuesday "a joint 

Pakistan's military this year military operation was conducted by 
launched a wave of strikes the security forces and law enforcement Sharif "expressed sorrow at the defence minister called "open war" in agencies" that resulted in "intense martyrdom of a 10-year-old child in Afghanistan following a string of exchange of fire" in which the the unprovoked firing by the terrorists", deadly suicide bombings.militants were killed, a military media according to a statement from his 

resume to Slovakia and Hungary, it took so longEU leaders agreed to 
conditions linked to the release of the the loan in December 2025, but 
funds. implementation stalled for months 

amid a dispute over the Ukraine-Approval had been held up for months 
linked section of the Druzhba oil amid political friction inside the 27-
pipeline.In December, the Czech nation EU, including resistance from 
Republic, Hungary and Slovakia outgoing Hungarian Prime Minister 
agreed not to stop their EU partners Viktor Orbán, widely seen as the 
from borrowing the money on Kremlin's closest ally in the bloc. Orbán 
international markets as long as the was defeated in an election earlier this 
three countries didn't have to take part.month, clearing the way for a 

breakthrough in negotiations. The pipeline, which carries Russian oil 
to Slovakia and Hungary, went offline Here's the importance of the EU package:
in late January after Ukrainian Why Kyiv needs the loanThe funding 
officials said it was damaged in a arrives at a critical moment. The tranche of funding is expected to be 

Russian attack. The Hungarian and International Monetary Fund estimates that KYIV. (Agency)  released in the coming months.Ukraine 
Slovakian governments accused Ukraine Ukraine faces a financing gap of roughly will have access to 45 billion euros ($53 Cash-strapped Ukraine has secured a crucial 
of deliberately cutting off supplies, turning 136 billion euros ($158 billion) over the billion) for the remainder of this year, and European Union loan that will provide a 
the issue into a broader political standoff next two years. 45 billion euros ($53 billion) for all of vital lifeline to sustain its wartime efforts 
inside the EU.The loan was finally The EU loan is expected to cover about two- 2027.Under the agreement, roughly a third this year.The 90 billion-euro ($106 billion) 
unblocked after Hungary and Slovakia said thirds of Ukraine's funding needs in 2026 of the funds will go toward budgetary package was formally approved on 
that Ukraine had restored transit this week. and 2027. Without it, officials warn that support for Ukraine's government, while Thursday, days after Ukrainian President 
Zelenskyy said that repairs had been Kyiv could have run out of resources to the remainder will be directed to defense, Volodymyr Zelenskyy announced that the 
completed, removing the final obstacle to sustain basic state functions and its war covering weapons procurement and Ukrainian section of the Druzhba pipeline 
approval.effort as early as this spring. The first expanding domestic arms production.Why had been repaired and the flow of oil would 

who had been killed in Israel's recent war in  poore r  coun t r i es '  to  p rov ide  ABOARD THE PAPAL On migration and the rights of states
with Hezbollah. The boy had been opportunities so that people aren't PLANE.(Agency) Leo affirmed the right of countries to impose 
photographed holding a sign welcoming compelled to leave?"Regardless, he said Pope Leo XIV urged the United States and immigration controls on their borders and 
the pope when he visited Lebanon last year. migrants are human beings and deserve to Iran to return to talks to end the war acknowledged that uncontrolled migration 

be respected in their human dignity and not "As a pastor I cannot be in favor of war," he Thursday and condemned capital had created situations "that are sometimes 
be treated "worse than house pets, animals."told reporters aboard his plane. "I would punishment, in a wide-ranging press 

like to encourage everyone to find conference en route home from his trip to On LGBTQ+ blessings and 
responses that come from a culture of Africa.Leo also asserted that countries have morality
peace and not hatred and division."the right to control their borders but mustn't Leo was asked about the recent 

treat migrants worse than "animals," and Asked if he condemned Iran's recent invitation by Cardinal Reinhard 
lamented that the church's morality executions, Leo said he condemned "all Marx, archbishop of Munich, 
teaching is often reduced to sexual issues. actions that are unjust" and included for the priests and pastoral 

capital punishment in the list. workers in his archdioceses to On Iran, capital punishment and peace
adopt a set of guidelines "I condemn the taking of people's lives. I After a trip that was dominated by the very 
formalizing and ritualizing condemn capital punishment. I believe public back and forth between Leo and US 
blessings of same-sex couples.human life is to be respected and that all President Donald Trump over the war, Leo 

people from conception to natural (death), The guidelines were approved urged the United States and Iran to return to 
their lives should be respected and last year by a controversial negotiations.He called for a new "culture of 
protected."So when a regime, when a German church governing peace" to replace the recourse to violence 
country takes decisions which take away body made up of the German whenever conflicts arise.He said the 

more unjust in the place where they arrive 
the lives of other people unjustly, then bishops' conference and a Catholic lay question wasn't whether the Iran regime 

than from where they left.""I personally 
obviously that is something that should be group that has been working to have a should change or not. "The question should 

believe that a state has the right to impose 
condemned," he said.Pope Francis greater say in church decision-making.The be about how to promote the values we 

rules for its frontiers," he said. "But saying 
changed the church's social teaching to Vatican in 2023 allowed for such blessings, believe in without the deaths of so many 

this, I ask: 'What are we doing in the 
declare capital punishment immoral in all but it made clear that they were not to be innocents."He revealed that he carries with 

wealthier countries to change the situation 
cases. formalized or ritualized. him the photo of a Muslim Lebanese boy 

Pope urges US and Iran to return to peace 
talks, condemns capital punishment

Kyiv.(Agency) 
 Ukraine has developed interceptor drones that can be 

directed from a distance and are capable of hitting 
targets hundreds or thousands of kilometres away, 
Defence Minister Mykhailo Fedorov said on 
Thursday.Ukraine was virtually without any capacity 
to build drones when Russia launched its full-scale 
invasion in 2022, but now has a thriving industry.

Emphasis has been placed on interceptor drones as a 
more effective - and more economical - means to 
defend against drone attacks."We are launching a 
new level of 'small' air defence. Now, control of 
interceptors is possible at a distance of thousands of 
kilometres," Fedorov wrote on the Telegram 
messaging app."Today we have a confirmed result -- 
downing a target at a distance of hundreds and 
thousands of kilometres. Ukraine is the first in the 
world to systematically scale remote control of 
interceptor drones."Fedorov said the system 
"increases the efficiency of interception, minimises 
risks for operators and allows scaling capabilities 
without being tied to the front line".Ukrainian 
officials estimated domestic drone production last 
year at about 4.5 million and capacity has since 
increased.Ukraine still faces large barrages of 
Russian drone and missile attacks more than four 
years into its war with Russia.In this year's largest 
attack last week, in which 17 people died, Ukraine 
said its air force units had shot down or neutralised 31 
missiles and 636 drones, but 12 missiles and 20 
drones struck targets.

Ukraine has established joint arms production with 
several European countries, and Kyiv has offered 
help to Middle East countries countering Iranian 
drones, concluding accords with Saudi Arabia, Qatar 
and the United Arab Emirates.

Massive Ice Chunk Blocks 
Mount Everest Route As 
Climbing Season Begins

WASHINGTON.(Agency)
A massive and unstable block of glacier ice has 

disrupted the main climbing route to Mount Everest 
from Base Camp in Nepal. Serac, a towering 100-
foot-high chunk of ice, is preventing teams from 
moving beyond a key section of the route near Camp 
1, BBC reported.The obstruction came close on the 
heels of a busy spring climbing season getting 
underway.Specialist Sherpa teams, commonly 
referred to as “icefall doctors,” are responsible for 
setting up ropes and ladders along the dangerous 
Khumbu Icefall section of the climb. But they have 
been unable to find a safe path around serac. 

With no viable alternative route, the teams say they 
have no option but to wait for the ice to naturally melt 
or collapse.This delay has already pushed back 
preparations by several weeks. Typically, by this time 
in April, route-fixing work would have progressed as 
far as Camp 3. But this year, teams remain stuck 
nearly 600 metres below Camp 1 due to the 
obstruction.The icefall doctors are employed by the 
Sagarmatha Pollution Control Committee (SPCC), 
which is tasked with preparing and securing the 
climbing route up to Camp 2. The team arrived at 
Base Camp about three weeks ago but has since been 
unable to advance further.SPCC base camp 
coordinator Tshering Tenzing Sherpa said that 
attempts to deal with the blockage have not been 
successful so far. “We haven't found artificial ways to 
melt it so far, so we don't have any options other than 
to wait for it to melt and crumble itself,” he told the 
BBC.Ang Sarki Sherpa, who has years of experience 
working as an icefall doctor, said there are signs that 
the base of the ice block is getting weaker. He 
explained that crevasse beneath the serac is already 
melting and that it could collapse soon.Despite 
assessing multiple possible paths, teams have 
concluded that climbing over or around the ice 
structure would be too dangerous.
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official over the phone. In Uttar Pradesh, the son THE ugly episode in Madhya Pradesh, where BJP 
of a political figure was seen arguing with traffic MLA Pritam Lodhi allegedly threatened police 
police after being asked to move a vehicle officers after his son was accused of injuring five 
blocking the road. Different states, different people on the road with his speedily driven SUV, 
parties, same entitlement.is more than a local controversy. The reported 

The damage extends beyond bureaucracy. Citizens taunt — “If your daddy has guts…” — is a 
watching such scenes conclude that justice is chilling reminder of how casually some in public 
negotiable, that connections matter more than life treat the institutions meant to uphold the law. 
conduct and that public institutions can be What should have remained a straightforward 
bullied into submission. Democracy then road accident investigation has exposed a deeper 
becomes hollow theatre. Political parties cannot malaise of the belief that political power can 
escape blame. Too often, they condemn browbeat the police and bend accountability. 
arrogance in rivals while protecting it in their Rather than allowing the law to take its course, 
own ranks. Real accountability requires more the police were publicly challenged, warned and 
than embarrassment after a viral video. It mocked. Such behaviour sends a dangerous 
demands swift legal action, internal discipline, signal — that rules apply only to the 
and visible support for officers performing powerless.Sadly, this is not an isolated incident, 
lawful duty. The rule of law is tested not when the as some similar cases of high-handedness from 

inside a police station itself. In Bihar, a legislator faced weak are prosecuted, but when the powerful are last year show. In Rajasthan, an MLA was 
allegations of abusing and intimidating a panchayat restrained.reported threatening civic officials with violence from 

Constitutional clocks 
that just start ticking

Why J&K wetlands are at a tipping point 

VIP arrogance: Influence too often trumps law & fairness

The failure of the Constitution (131st Amendment) 
Bill to garner the requisite two-thirds majority in 
the Lok Sabha, and the consequential withdrawal 
of the Delimitation Bill and Union Territories 
Laws (Amendment) Bill, are being celebrated in 
some quarters as a victory for fairer federalism. It 
is nothing of the sort. On careful constitutional 
reading, it is the beginning of a process far more 
disruptive than the passage of the Bills would have 
been. The public debate has been charged with 
rhetoric. What will actually unfold has found little 
mention.Some constitutional history is essential. 
The current Lok Sabha seat allocation—39 for 
Tamil Nadu, 20 for Kerala, 28 for Karnataka, 25 
each for Andhra Pradesh and Rajasthan, 80 for 
Uttar Pradesh—is derived from the 1971 census. 
The Constitution (42nd Amendment) Act, 1976 
froze the allocation of Lok Sabha seats on the basis 
of 1971 population figures. The Constitution (84th 
Amendment)  Act,  2001 extended that  
freeze—keeping every state’s proportional share 
as it was in 1971—until the relevant figures for the 
first census taken after the year 2026 are 
published. The Kuldip Singh Delimitation 
Commission, constituted in 2002, worked entirely 
within this mandate. It redrew the internal 
boundaries of Lok Sabha and Vidhan Sabha 
constituencies using 2001 census figures, but was 
constitutionally prohibited from altering a state’s 
seat total.That freeze is now imminently 
approaching its constitutionally mandated expiry. 
It lifts automatically—without any further 
parliamentary action, without any constitutional 
amendment—upon the publication of the relevant 
figures for the first census taken after 2026. Once 
the figures of the ongoing census are 
published—realistically, between 2029 and 
2031—the freeze expires of its own terms under 
Article 82. The Delimitation Commission then 
constituted will work on pure population 
proportionality under the unamended Article 
81(2)(a). Every state’s Lok Sabha allocation will 
reflect its share of the national population as 
recorded in the post-2026 census.

This  is  where  the  ar i thmet ic  becomes 
uncomfortable. Between 1971 and the present, the 
demographic divergence between the north and 
the south has been profound. States that invested in 
family planning and human development—Tamil 
Nadu, Kerala, Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh, 
Telangana—controlled their population growth. 
States that did not—UP, Bihar, Madhya Pradesh, 
Rajasthan—grew substantially faster. Under strict 
population proportionality, the political 
consequence is a structural shift in representation 
to the north that no political protest can reverse 
without a constitutional amendment. To illustrate: 
on current population estimates, one Lok Sabha 
seat in UP represents approximately 30 lakh 
people; in Tamil Nadu, approximately 20 to 21 
lakh; in Kerala, approximately 19 lakh. Under 
post-2026 proportionality,

 that differential disappears and, with it, the south’s 
representational advantage.Now consider what 
the 131st Amendment Bill, had it passed, would 
have delivered. It locked in the 2011 census—not 
the post-2026 one—as the operative basis for 
delimitation through a specific definitional 
mechanism in the Delimitation Bill, 2026. On 
2011 figures, Tamil Nadu would have received 
approximately 57 Lok Sabha seats, an increase of 
18 from its current 39. Kerala would have gone 
from 20 to approximately 29 and Karnataka from 
28 to approximately 41. Not one southern state 
would have lost a single seat. Their proportional 
share would have declined negligibly as the 
overall House expanded, but their absolute 
representation would have grown substantially. 
Additionally, a constitutional provision 
prescribing minimum and maximum seat ranges 
for every state could have given the southern states 
a guaranteed floor written into the Constitution 
itself, immune to future census arithmetic.That 
protection is now not in place.

ZWhere traditional politicians trade in credibility (fragile or fluctuating), Trump deals in defiance. He pre-
bunks every critique, pre-labels every attack, and also pre-loads every scandal into a persecution playlist

the local economy and play a vital ecological role by crucial role in moderating climate by storing water, The Shallabugh wetland crisis has taken an unsettling 
regulating water flow, conserving soil and supporting recharging aquifers and acting as buffers against floods. form. Though water is still visible, life within it is 
biodiversity.Yet, many landscapes are being repurposed As wetlands disappear, so does their ability to regulate disappearing. Fish populations have dwindled to 
for tourism. This shift not only disrupts livelihoods but temperature and absorb excess water. Urban areas like alarming levels, and with them, the birds that once 
also weakens the ecological balance that supports Srinagar are experiencing increased heat retention linked thrived here. Cormorants and other fish-eating species 
wetland health. Changes in grazing patterns and land to the loss of natural water bodies and spread of concrete are no longer frequent visitors. What remains is a quiet, 
cover can alter runoff and reduce groundwater recharge, surfaces.Civil society groups have stepped in to stagnant expanse that appears alive but is ecologically 
compounding the stress on already shrinking document and raise awareness. The School for Rural hollow.At a time when heatwaves are growing more 
wetlands.The report also underscores institutional Development and Environment has surveyed more than intense, and weather patterns are increasingly 
failure. Despite national wetland regulations requiring 50 wetlands across the region, highlighting patterns of unpredictable, the degradation of wetlands is no longer a 
the establishment of dedicated conservation authorities, degradation through fieldwork and community distant environmental concern. It is fast becoming a 
J&K's response has been limited. The absence of a engagement. Their findings, shared with the auditing crisis of water security, livelihoods and survival. A 
strong wetlands authority has left conservation efforts process, have helped bring local realities into the national recent report by the Comptroller and Auditor General 
fragmented and ineffective.Multiple government spotlight.Voices such as journalist Fayaz Bukhari and (CAG) casts light on the declining wetlands of Jammu 
departments share responsibility for wetlands, but others have drawn attention to the issue, ensuring that the and Kashmir, presenting not just an audit of governance 
coordination among them remains weak. Irrigation, decline of wetlands is not overlooked in policy but also a troubling portrait of ecological decline. What 
tourism, urban development and environmental discussions. The audit report reflects this convergence of emerges is a story of neglect, fragmented policies and 

institutional review and grassroots mounting climate stress that together threaten one of the 
observation, lending weight to its Himalayan region's most vital natural systems.

The scale of loss is staggering. Of the 697 lakes recorded in conclusions.The consequences of 
1967, nearly three-quarters have either vanished or wet land loss  extend beyond 
shrunk significantly. This is more than a numerical e n v i r o n m e n t a l  c o n c e r n s .  
decline. It represents the steady erasure of Kashmir's Groundwater levels are falling as 
hydrological identity, where lakes and wetlands have recharge systems weaken. Flood risks 
long shaped culture, ecology and daily life. are rising in the absence of natural 

These water bodies are not isolated features. Wetlands buffers. Biodiversity is declining, 
such as Shallabugh, Hokersar and Anchar form an with species losing critical habitats. 
intricate network linked to rivers, floodplains and Communities dependent on fishing, 
underground aquifers. Their decline signals a deeper farming and tourism are facing 
disruption in the natural processes that sustain the economic uncertainty. The reduction 
region. Experts point to pollution, nutrient overload and in carbon storage further contributes 
habitat disruption as the likely causes behind the to global warming.
collapse of aquatic life. When fish vanish, the ripple Wet lands ,  of ten  dismissed as  
effect moves upward through the food chain, leaving wastelands, are in fact essential life-agencies often operate with conflicting priorities. In 
birds without sustenance and breaking ecological links support systems. Their degradation is a direct threat to some cases, conservation measures are undermined by 
that once held the system together.Plus, rapid human well-being. The report calls for urgent and parallel approvals for construction in sensitive areas. 
development has introduced new pressures. The coordinated action. Establishing a fully functional The result is a governance vacuum where ecological 
expansion of roads, tunnels, hotels and resorts across Wetlands Authority, enforcing regulations and adopting concerns are repeatedly pushed aside.
Jammu and Kashmir is reshaping the landscape at an integrated management approaches are critical first Even within existing conservation structures, priorities 
unprecedented pace. While tourism is often promoted as steps.Equally important is the need to regulate tourism, appear uneven. The Lakes Conservation and 
an economic lifeline, its unregulated growth has placed protect rangelands and support indigenous communities, Management Authority has focussed on high-profile 
immense strain on fragile water systems. whose knowledge and practices have long sustained these water bodies such as the Dal Lake. Lakes like Anchar, 

Construction disrupts natural drainage channels and ecosystems.Improved waste management, pollution despite their ecological and economic importance, have 
increases sediment flow into wetlands. Waste generated control and community-led conservation efforts could suffered severe degradation. This selective attention 
by tourists often finds its way into lakes and marshes. In help reverse some of the damage. However, time is overlooks the interconnected nature of the water 
a region where water defines both environment and crucial. Delayed action risks pushing these ecosystems systems. The decline of one lake affects others, making 
economy, such patterns raise serious questions about beyond recovery. The wetlands of Jammu and Kashmir isolated interventions insufficient. A broader, landscape-
sustainability.The transformation of land use has also stand at a tipping point. Their decline reflects a broader level approach is essential to restore balance.Overlaying 
sidelined traditional communities. Indigenous crisis where environmental stewardship has struggled to these human-driven challenges is the accelerating force 
pastoralists, who have historically managed rangelands keep pace with development and climate change. What is of climate change. Rising temperatures, erratic rainfall 
through sustainable practices, are facing increasing at stake is not only the health of ecosystems but also the and more frequent heatwaves are amplifying the 
restrictions. These rangelands contribute significantly to future of communities that depend on them.vulnerability of wetlands. These ecosystems play a 

Their degradation is fast leading to a crisis of water security, livelihoods and survival

Institute, University of London, writes in the Financial understood this war through the narrow lens of oil price that year, G8 — the group of eight countries — INDIA is in the middle of yet another electoral cycle. 
Times: “They now shape the production and circulation instability.”Do remember that all this comes in the wake condemned Pakistan’s violation of the Line of Control States are going in for Assembly elections and the issues 
of food directly, supply key chemical inputs, exporting of a disruptive US tariff regime from which the industry (LoC) and expressed support for India. The European raised are both state-level and national. Amid the polls, 
large volumes of finished fertilisers and controlling the is still recovering. The Indian crude basket’s average Union opposed the LoC violation and backed India’s the Union government hastily tried to push through 

price was $125 in March, hitting $150 at efforts to maintain territorial integrity. China maintained contentious Bills on the women’s quota in 
times due to the war in the Middle East. It is a neutral stance and urged both sides to respect the LoC.Par l i amen t  and  de l imi t a t ion  o f  

Under then President Bill Clinton, the US took a firm liable to stay elevated even if the ceasefire parliamentary constituencies. Whatever be 
stance against Pakistan and demanded the immediate holds as Gulf nations have suffered major the outcome of these efforts, the point I 
and unconditional withdrawal of Pakistan’s troops to its damage to their production and distribution wish to make is that these are major 
side of the LoC. Russia, India’s long-standing ally, stood infrastructure.In this scenario, inflation is distractions from the important national 
with it diplomatically and by providing military almost a given, unless drastic measures are issues of the day.We are today confronted 
hardware. The point is that India received widespread taken to develop new supply lines and restore with a situation where international crises 
support and Pakistan was gradually isolated and reduced some old ones (the Russian). This calls for a are threatening our economy. We are being 
almost to a sponsor of terrorism with various sanctions.diplomatic resurgence on a war footing, warned of gas shortages leading to the 

failing which the future looks bleak. A surge closure (full or partial) of industrial units Today, it is a different world. When America wants to hold 
in our energy prices invariably produces a ranging from chemicals, fertilisers, talks with Iran, it co-opts Pakistan and its Field Marshal. 
chain reaction in prices of most other ceramics, glass and textiles to the humble Iran also agrees and accepts them. They are wined and 
commodities and services as production and restaurants. The effect of the spike in oil dined at the White House and suitably given a place at 
transport get greatly affected. The war-related prices is already apparent in airfares and the high table. The Saudis have tied up with Pakistan in a 
disruptions are leading to unit closures, industrial diesel, with the country holding mutual security and defence pact. Pakistan hosted the 
thereby increasing unemployment. This can its breath on what will happen at the fuel Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) summit in 
be seen in the recent events in Noida, where p u m p s  o n c e  t h e  e l e c t i o n s  a r e  October 2024 and continues to be a strategic hub for the 
disenchanted employees are protesting and done.Inflation is further creeping into most Chinese Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) through the 
getting violent. This is a situation which can household items, with traders increasing China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC).The 
be easily used and manipulated by forces prices as supply-side disruptions work Islamabad-Tehran-Istanbul rail link is also being 
inimical to us as our economy is threatened; their way into the system. Trading houses revitalised; along with the BRI, it will lead to further 
added to this is a diplomatic morass that we with large exposure to the Middle East are integration of Pakistan with China, Turkey and Central 
find ourselves in.petitioning the government for relief. Our Asian countries (we, on the other hand, have lost the logistical corridors through which food and agricultural 

The 1999 Kargil war was decisively won by India and the self-sufficiency in food itself is threatened by the large- Chabahar port, our potential link to Iran and Central commodities move across much of the Middle East, 
mountains were cleared of foreign belligerents. India scale disruption to fertiliser production and imports. Asia). Pakistan has re-established diplomatic relations Central and East Asia, and Africa… Famine and 

with Bangladesh and is moving fast on economic and also had tremendous diplomatic support and a parallel The Gulf countries are now an integral part of the global widening food insecurity are the foreseeable 
strategic fronts with them. The Pakistanis have also been win in foreign affairs and diplomatic relations, which I food economy. Adam Hanieh, Director of the SOAS consequences of military aggression in the Gulf. That 
given a seat on the UNSC as a non-permanent member.wish to highlight: During the Cologne summit in June (School of Oriental and African Studies) Middle East reality ought to weigh heavily on a world that has largely 

Strong headwinds test India

The reported taunt — “If your daddy has guts…” — is a chilling reminder of how casually some in public life treat the institutions meant to uphold the law
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wickets in clusters and failed to build New Delhi. (Agency)  
 Chennai Super Kings produced a a n y  s i g n i f i c a n t  

dominant display on April 23 at the partnerships.Suryakumar Yadav and 
Wankhede Stadium, defeating Tilak Varma showed brief resistance, 
Mumbai Indians by 103 runs in IPL but the required rate kept spiralling as 
2026 El Clasico. With the win in one CSK’s bowlers maintained relentless 
of the tournament’s marquee clashes, pressure with disciplined lines, clever 
CSK, who had started the season with variations, and effective use of slower 
three losses on the trot, moved up to deliveries on a gripping Wankhede 
fifth in the table.Asked to bat first, surface.After the win, CSK return to 
CSK posted a commanding 207, Chepauk, where they will face Gujarat 
powered by a superb unbeaten Titans on April 26. MI, on the other 
century from Sanju Samson. He hand, will look to bounce back when bowled out for 104 in 19 overs. The turning 
anchored the innings from start to finish, they take on Sunrisers Hyderabad on April point came through CSK’s spin attack, led 
ensuring stability through the middle overs 29 at the Wankhede Stadium.The win was by Akeal Hosein, who delivered a four-
before accelerating in the death phase to CSK’s biggest margin of victory by runs in wicket haul to dismantle the batting line-up. 
give CSK a strong finish.In reply, MI never IPL history. It was also the first time they Noor Ahmad also played a key supporting 
recovered from early setbacks and were had won an IPL match by 100 or more runs. role with two wickets. MI kept losing 

Mumbai.(Agency)  Dhir, ending with a wicket-maiden over.He just focus on your plans—what are the 
 Back in 2013, when a boy from Trinidad and later returned in the middle overs to wrap up batter’s strengths and weaknesses, and what 

Tobago made public his admiration for MI’s chase by removing Tilak Varma and are your strengths and weaknesses—and as 
India’s legendary all-rounder Ravindra Suryakumar Yadav. The West Indian long as you focus on what you’re going to 
Jadeja, hardly anyone noticed. But when finished with figures of 4-17, a performance execute and forget about being scared of 
Akeal Hosein bagged a four-wicket haul getting hit, I think you’re fine,” 
for Chennai Super Kings at the iconic Hosein said about his game after 
Wankhede against fellow five-time the match against MI.And social 
champions Mumbai Indians, that 13- media was quick to bring that old 
year-old manifestation resurfacedBack tweet back, with users agreeing 
then, Hosein was just a 20-year-old, yet that he had indeed done what 
to make his List A or T20 debut, letting Jadeja used to do.However, this 
the world know about his role model via was not the first time Hosein had 
a tweet. Although Hosein has produced pulled off a moment of brilliance. 
starring performances against India, his In a T20I against England in 
display against MI on Thursday night is January 2022, Hosein hit a hat-
what truly brought the resemblance out. trick of sixes and two fours in the 
The West Indian spinner was bought by last over and nearly won West 
CSK for Rs 2 crore during the 2026 IPL Indies the match when they needed truly replicating the impact Jadeja had 
Auction.A left-arm orthodox spinner 30 runs off six balls. West Indies fell one run during his time with the yellow jersey.
himself, Akeal struck gold in the very first short of the target. Then in 2023, against “I think one thing that sticks with me is what 
over, getting the better of rookie batter India in a T20I, he delivered an all-round Dwayne Bravo said. He said as bowlers, and 
Danish Malewar and sending him back for performance, picking up two important as spinners and guys who operate in the 
a golden duck. The impact substitute, wickets while scoring a match-winning 16 powerplay, you’re going to get hit. So as 
Hosein then dismissed in-form Naman off 10 balls to take West Indies over the line.long as you can get that out of your mind and 

IPL 2026: Called it? Akeal Hosein's Jadeja-
like performance resurfaces old tweet

NEW DELHI. (Agency)  
Mumbai Indians' decision to replace Mitchell 

Santner with Shardul Thakur under the 
concussion substitute rule sparked debate 
after their defeat to Chennai Super Kings at 
the Wankhede Stadium on Thursday. The 
change was approved by match officials 
during the second innings after Santner 
suffered a fall while fielding late in the CSK 
innings. MI vs CSK: HIGHLIGHTS | 
SCORECARD

The point of dispute was not only the medical 
basis for the substitution, but also whether 
Thakur met the requirement of being a like-
for-like replacement for Santner.The 
flashpoint occurred in the 17th over when 
Santner completed a diving catch to dismiss 
Kartik Sharma. While the New Zealand 
international was immediately seen 
clutching his left shoulder and subsequently 
received treatment in the dugout with an ice 
pack and a sling, the formal request for a 
substitute was made on the grounds of a 
suspected concussion.Under IPL playing 

conditions, a concussion substitute is 
allowed if a player has suffered a head or 
neck injury, provided the Match Referee is 
satisfied with the medical diagnosis. The 
debate arose because the visible injury 
appeared to be to Santner's shoulder, while 
the substitute request was made on the basis 
of neurological symptoms.

MI COACH DEFENDS CONCUSSION 
SUB CALL

Speaking after the match, Mumbai Indians 
head coach Mahela Jayawardene explained 
the team's medical position."He hit his head 
first and neck. Obviously, the shoulder as 
well," Jayawardene said."He went for a 
scan. Once he got back, he felt dizziness. So, 
he was lying down. Yes, the ice was there for 
the shoulder. But, he felt he wasn’t stable. 
So, we took him for a scan."The choice of 
Thakur as the replacement also came under 
scrutiny because Santner is a left-arm 
orthodox spinner, while Thakur is a right-
arm medium-pacer.Jayaward

wounded Titans and breach the keen to fully to utilise the loyal Bengaluru 
"King’s" fortress in what promises to faithfuls on a track famously conducive to 
be a high-octane encounter.Despite high scores.
their recent struggles, the Titans will VULNERABILITIES
look to remain confident. However, The core of GT's batting remains largely 
form is not currently on their side. GT unchanged from 2025, featuring the 
enters this fixture reeling from a formidable top three of Shubman Gill, B. 
crushing 99-run defeat against the Sai Sudharsan, and Jos Buttler. While 
Mumbai Indians, a loss that exposed Glenn Phillips is a new addition, the 
significant cracks in their lower departure of Sherfane Rutherford has left a 
middle order.RCB, on the other hand, void.
find themselves in a slightly better The issue? While Gill and Buttler have been 
position on the table, having won four scoring, the top order hasn’t been as prolific Bhuvneshwar Kumar, Josh Hazlewood, and of their last six matches. Nevertheless, they as it was last year. With Sai Sudharsan possibly Rasikh Salam Dhar. If there's any also come into this game following a struggling for rhythm at the top, the middle zip or movement in the pitch, it could be a frustrating home defeat to the Delhi order has been forced into the game too early.riveting contest, with elite operators either Capitals. In that match, victory slipped “The middle order was undoubtedly exposed," NEW DELHI. (Agency)  hitting top gear or using subtle variation to through their fingers in the final over when noted GT batting coach Matthew Hayden It is the ultimate "King vs. Prince" narrative as outthink some of the game's best batters. David Miller’s clinical counterattack against after the MI defeat. "We shouldn't be Virat Kohli’s Royal Challengers Bengaluru Meanwhile, Krunal Pandya and Rashid Khan Romar io  Shepherd  ha l t ed  RCB’s  allowing players like Rahul Tewatia or (RCB) prepare to host Shubman Gill’s might try to turn and bounce things in their momentum.However, more than batting, it Shahrukh Khan to face a high volume of Gujarat Titans (GT) at the M. Chinnaswamy teams’ favour during the middle over phase.might prove to be a battle of bowlers when deliveries. That’s not their role; that’s not Stadium. With both teams seeking a vital As this will be the final league game of the the likes of Kagiso Rabada, Mohammed what they train for."win, the "Prince" will be looking to rally his season at the Chinnaswamy, RCB will be Siraj, and Prasidh Krishna take on 

SPORTS

under the supervision of the BCB 
Medical Team."In this regard, the 
Board has withdrawn the No Objection 
Certificate (NOC) previously issued to 
Mustafizur. He will therefore not be 
available to participate in the 
remainder of PSL 2026," it added.

Mustafizur, who was forced to exit the 
IPL 2026 season after the BCCI 
directed the Kolkata Knight Riders to 
release him from their squad, was 
playing for Lahore Qalandars and had NEW DELHI. (Agency)  

The Bangladesh Cricket Board (BCB) has taken six wickets in five matches this 
revoked the No Objection Certificate PSL season.In a separate decision, the 
(NOC) granted to pacer Mustafizur BCB confirmed that fellow fast bowler 
Rahman for Pakistan Super League 2026 Nahid Rana will not be released for 
after a medical assessment following the PSL 2026.The move is aimed at 
third ODI against New Zealand.In an allowing the young pacer adequate 
official statement, the BCB confirmed that time to prepare for Bangladesh's 
Mustafizur will undergo an immediate scan upcoming Test series against Pakistan 
to determine the extent of his condition.He next month.The decisions underline 

wishes to inform that, following the said on Thursday in a statement.will then begin a rehabilitation programme the board's focus on player fitness and 
conclusion of the 3rd ODI against New "It has been decided that the player will under the supervision of the board’s national commitments ahead of a busy 
Zealand, the team's medical staff has undergo an immediate scan to further medical team, ruling him out for the rest of international schedule.Bangladesh won the 
reviewed the condition of national team assess his condition, after which he will the ongoing PSL season. third ODI against New Zealand by 55 runs, 
pace bowler Mustafizur Rahman," the BCB commence a rehabilitation programme clinching the series 2-1 on Thursday."The Bangladesh Cricket Board (BCB) 

BCB revokes Mustafizur Rahman’s NOC 

for PSL 2026 after medical assessment

Mumbai's El Clasico nightmare, 
Chennai's delight at Wankhede: In Stats

Bengaluru. (Agency)  
Royal Challengers Bengaluru director of cricket 

Mo Bobat has underlined the team’s 
commitment to maintaining its aggressive 
brand of cricket ahead of their clash against 
Gujarat Titans in the Indian Premier League, 
while also praising skipper Rajat Patidar for 
fully embracing the philosophy.RCB have 
played with an ultra-aggressive mindset in the 
tournament so far, refusing to take their foot off 
the pedal even when they have lost wickets in 
clusters.“I want us to play aggressive cricket. I 
want us to be brave—brave when those 
moments really require bravery. When the 
game is on the line or things get a little bit 
difficult, if we’re aggressive and brave through 
every phase, I think we’ll play the way we want 
to play,” said Bobat on the eve of the game 
against Gujarat Titans, as quoted by PTI.Under 
Patidar’s leadership, RCB secured their 
maiden IPL title last year and have started 
strongly this season as well, winning four of 
their six matches to sit third on the table.

“We plan with aggressive tactics as our 
preference. But Rajat has to make his own 
decisions out there, and he’s very good at that. 
One of Rajat’s biggest strengths is that he’s 
incredibly calm,” Bobat added.Bobat believes 
Patidar has stuck to the team’s line of thinking 
while still making bold decisions on the field. 
“When it gets a little bit chaotic, he’s quite 
good at just remaining calm and sticking to the 
things that he thought he wanted to do. With the 
bat, that means he’s quite good at leading from 
the front. In the field, he’s always trying to take 
wickets, which is great. That is part of our 
identity and the way we want to play, and he’s a 
good fit for that,” he continued..”

Patidar has stuck to team's line of 
thinking: Mo Bobat on RCB's 

aggressive cricket

Mumbai. (Agency)  
After Chennai Super Kings' clinical victory 

over the Mumbai Indians at the Wankhede 
Stadium on Thursday, the most resonant 
tribute to Sanju Samson's match-winning 
century came not from the commentary box, 
but from the literary world. Shashi Tharoor, 
Member of Parliament and a long-standing 
advocate for the Kerala-born wicketkeeper-
batter, took to social media to celebrate the 
milestone with a specially composed 
poem.The tribute was crafted in a classic lyric 
style, utilising AABB rhyming couplets to 
mirror the rhythmic, balanced nature of 
Samson's batting. The structure-where the 
first line rhymes with the second, and the 
third with the fourth – provides a melodic 
pace that reflects the effortless flight Tharoor 
describes in his verses.It was Samson's 
second century for CSK in IPL 2026 as the 
new wicketkeeper-batter, traded from 
Rajasthan Royals, has made an instant impact 
for the Super Kings. He became only the 
second CSK batter after Shane Watson in 
2018 to hit two hundreds in an IPL 
season.The poem is certainly an ode to the 
technical purity that has defined Samson's 
2026 season, particularly his ability to 
maintain stylish command without resorting 
to slogging.

Sanju Samson's unbeaten 101 off 54 balls was 
the cornerstone of Chennai Super Kings' 
authoritative performance against the 
Mumbai Indians. Entering the fray early, 
Samson anchored the innings with a blend of 
traditional stroke-play and modern power-
hitting, striking 10 boundaries and six 
maximums to propel CSK to a formidable 
total.It was Samson's game awareness that 
stood out. Taking on the onus of batting 
through 20 overs, Samson held one end even 
when wickets were falling at the other. In the 
death overs, Samson ensured he did not take 
risks against Jasprit Bumrah, Mumbai 
Indians' lead pacer and went after rookie 
Krish Bhagat in the last over, plundering 15 
runs and pushing the total beyond 
200.Despite the hosts' attempt to bolster their 
line-up with a controversial concussion 
substitute, they were blindsided by CSK's 
tactical masterstroke: the introduction of 
Akeal Hosein as an Impact Player. 

Concussion Sub for 
shoulder injury? MI 
explain debatable 

Mitchell Santner call

A poem for Sanju 
Samson: Shashi Tharoor 

celebrates CSK star's 
century vs MI in verse

ZIPL 2026: The Gujarat Titans face Royal 
Challengers Bengaluru at the M. Chinnaswamy 

Stadium in a high-stakes clash between 
Shubman Gill's side with struggling middle 

order and Rajat Patidar's side with vulnerable 
death bowling. With the head-to-head record 
at this venue favoring the Titans, both teams 
are seeking a crucial batting resurgence in 
their final home league game of the season.

In an official statement, the BCB 
confirmed that Mustafizur will 
undergo an immediate scan to 
determine the extent of his 
condition.

 

 

RCB vs GT Preview: RCB look to reclaim fortress 
Chinnaswamy, prey on wounded Gujarat Titans

NEWS BOX

IPL 2026: Akeal Hosein's four-wicket haul for CSK against MI at the Wankhede brought back an old tweet where he had expressed admiration for Ravindra Jadeja, 
drawing striking comparisons. His powerplay impact and all-round consistency once again underlined his abilities as a match-winner.
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want to cut costs, restructure teams, or HONG KONG.(Agency)
shift focus without resorting to Microsoft will offer voluntary buyouts to 
l a y o f f s . T h e y  a r e  c o m m o n  some US employees, a first for the 51-
during:Business slowdownsIndustry year-old software giant, as the tech 
transitionsindustry grapples with major changes 

sparked by the artificial intelligence Organisational restructuring
boom.About 7% of US employees are In Microsoft’s case, the move comes at 
eligible, reported CNBC. The one-time a time when the tech industry is going 
retirement program, announced in a through a major shift driven by 
memo on Thursday, will be available to artificial intelligence.The company is 
US workers at the senior director level investing heavily in data centres and to leave their jobs.Unlike layoffs, where 
and below whose years of employment AI infrastructure, while also adjusting employees are asked to leave, a buyout 
and age add up to 70 or higher.The its workforce needs.gives workers a choice. Companies 
move has brought attention to a term HOW MICROSOFT’S BUYOUT usually offer:A lump sum payment
that many employees hear but may not WILL WORKExtended benefitsfully understand — buyouts The Microsoft’s programme will be available Early retirement optionsdevelopment raises a broader question: to US employees at the senior director The idea is simple. Instead of forcing job what exactly is a buyout, and how does level and below, whose age and years of cuts, companies try to reduce staff it affect employees? service add up to 70 or more.Eligible strength by encouraging employees to WHAT IS AN EMPLOYEE BUYOUT employees and managers will receive leave on their own terms.WHY An employee buyout is a voluntary exit details on May 7. However, those in COMPANIES OFFER BUYOUTSoption offered by a company, where sales roles with incentive-based pay 

Buyouts are often used when companies workers are given financial incentives will not be part of the programme.

8th Pay Commission: Key meetings to begin in 
Delhi from April 28, more rounds planned

Will petrol, diesel prices rise after 
elections? Here's what we know

AI security risk for banks? Why has 
Nirmala Sitharaman raised concerns

New Delhi.(Agency)
 Shares of Infosys tumbled sharply on Friday, 

hitting a fresh 52-week low as investors reacted 
negatively to the company’s subdued growth 
outlook and broader weakness across technology 
stocks.At around 11:01 am, Infosys shares were 
trading at Rs 1,178.20 on the NSE, down 5.03% 
or Rs 62.40 for the day. The fall made it one of the 
worst performers on benchmark indices as the IT 
pack remained under pressure.Infosys has 
projected 1.5% to 3.5% constant-currency 
revenue growth for FY27, lower than many 
analyst expectations, reinforcing concerns that 
demand recovery in the IT sector may take longer 
than hoped.While the company reported healthy 
March-quarter earnings, investors chose to focus 
on what lies ahead rather than what has already 
been delivered. In markets, forward guidance 
often matters more than backward-looking 
results.The cautious outlook comes at a time 
when global clients, especially in the US and 
Europe, remain careful about technology 
spending.Companies are still scrutinising 
budgets, delaying non-essential projects and 
taking longer to finalise contracts. That 
environment directly affects Indian IT exporters 
like Infosys, which derive a large portion of 
revenue from overseas markets.There is also 
growing concern about pricing pressure linked to 
artificial intelligence-led automation. Analysts 
have flagged that while AI opens fresh 
opportunities, it may also reduce billing rates for 
some traditional services and intensify 
competition in parts of the outsourcing 
market.Infosys was not alone in the sell-off. The 
broader IT pack also came under pressure, with 
peers such as Tata Consultancy Services, 
HCLTech and Tech Mahindra trading lower as 
sentiment toward the sector weakened.Adding to 
the pressure was a risk-off mood in the wider 
market. Rising crude oil prices, global 
geopolitical tensions and foreign investor selling 
have made investors more selective, often 
prompting them to cut exposure to sectors 
dependent on overseas demand.For long-term 
investors, the sharp fall raises the question of 
whether valuations are becoming attractive. But 
for now, the market seems more concerned about 
near-term growth visibility than bargain 
prices.Friday’s drop shows the Street wants 
stronger evidence of recovery before turning 
positive on Infosys again. Until demand improves 
and guidance turns firmer, the stock may continue 
to face bouts of volatility.

BUSINESS

Infosys shares down 
5%, hit 52-week low: 
Why IT stock tumbled 

after Q4 results
Dehradun, Uttarakhand, on April 24. to the Commission.WHAT IS THE New Delhi.(Agency)

ACTUAL DEMAND?RS 72,000 FIGURE IS NOT AN The 8th Pay Commission process is 
OFFICIAL DEMAND The formal proposal comes from the slowly picking up pace, with meetings 

National Council–Joint Consultative set to begin in Delhi. At the same time, a Amid these developments, a figure of Rs 
Machinery (NC-JCM), Staff widely discussed Rs 72,000 salary 
Side, which represents central figure is creating confusion among 
government employees.central government employees.

According to its memorandum, the MEETINGS TO BE HELD FROM 
body has demanded a minimum APRIL 28 IN DELHI
basic pay of Rs 69,000 along In a notice dated April 24, 2026, the 
with a fitment factor of 3.83.This Commission said it has received a 
proposal has been reported by large number of requests from 
several mainstream publications employee unions and associations for 
a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  o n g o i n g  meetings scheduled between April 28 
consultation process.WHAT and April 30 in Delhi.Due to time 

SHOULD EMPLOYEES EXPECT 72,000 as the expected minimum salary constraints, not all requests can be 
NOW?has been widely circulating online and accommodated during these dates. 

in reports.In fact, the Rs 72,000 figure At this stage, the Pay Commission is in However, the Commission has assured 
appears to be based on estimates and the consultation phase, where it gathers that more meetings will be held in Delhi 
projections rather than any official inputs from employee groups and as well as in different states and Union 
submission.It is likely linked to stakeholders.Final recommendations Territories in the coming months.It also 
different salary calculations under on salaries, allowances and fitment advised stakeholders outside Delhi-
various fitment factor scenarios, which factors will only come later, after NCR to wait for future schedules when 
some analysts and reports have been detailed discussions and review.the Commission visits their respective 
discussing as possible outcomes.states or nearby regions. For now, employees may need to wait for 

Moreover, available records suggest that official updates rather than rely on Earlier, as per a separate notice, a team of 
this is not an official demand submitted circulating figures.the Commission was scheduled to visit 

New Delhi,.(Agency)

  Major information technology (IT) stocks came 
under fresh pressure on Friday, with heavyweight 
names such as HCLTech, TCS, Infosys and Tech 
Mahindra trading lower as investors turned cautious 
over global growth concerns, weak management 
commentary and renewed foreign fund selling.

At around 1:01 pm on the Bombay Stock Exchange 
(BSE), Infosys was down 6.20% at Rs 1,165.50, 
emerging as one of the biggest losers in the 
pack.HCLTech fell 5.70% to Rs 1,204.40, while 
TCS slipped 4.78% to Rs 2,402.05. Tech Mahindra 
was down 4.71% at Rs 1,353.55.The latest decline 
reflects a sector that is still struggling to regain 
investor confidence.

WHY IT STOCKS ARE UNDER PRESSURE
The biggest concern remains slowing demand in key 

overseas markets such as the US and Europe, where 
most Indian IT companies earn a large share of their 
revenue.When global companies become uncertain 
about growth, they often delay technology 
spending, reduce discretionary projects or 
renegotiate contracts.

That has a direct impact on Indian software exporters.
Recent earnings commentary from several IT majors 

has also done little to calm nerves. Management 
teams have spoken about cautious client behaviour, 
slower decision-making and an uneven recovery in 
deal conversion.While large contracts continue to 
come in, investors are worried that revenue growth 
may stay muted for longer than expected.

Another factor hurting sentiment is foreign investor 
activity. IT stocks are among the most widely owned 
sectors by overseas funds. When foreign portfolio 
investors trim exposure to emerging markets or 
move money into safer assets, frontline IT names 
often face selling pressure.

New Delhi.(Agency) 
The rupee stayed on a downward track for the fifth 

straight day, losing 24 paise to 94. 25 against the US 
dollar in early trade on Friday, weighed by volatile 
crude oil prices and an elevated US dollar, with 
prospects of West Asia peace talks turning hazier.

Analysts said that despite a ceasefire in place between 
the United States and Iran, ship movement through 
the Strait of Hormuz remained uncertain after the 
US military on Thursday seized another Iranian oil 
tanker, intensifying the standoff and unsettling the 
fuel prices worldwide.President Donald Trump has 
also ordered the US military to "shoot and kill" 
small Iranian boats that deploy mines to choke 
traffic through the Strait of Hormuz.Unabated 
withdrawal of foreign funds from domestic stock 
markets also added to investors' worries, triggering 
a massive sell-off in equities and further dragging 
down the local currency, forex traders said.At the 
interbank foreign exchange market, the rupee 
opened at 94.25 and stayed at the same level in early 
deals, registering a loss of 24 paise from the 
previous closing level.Extended its losing streak 
for the fourth consecutive session on Thursday, the 
rupee settled 23 paise lower at 94.01.In the past four 
sessions, the domestic unit has lost nearly 1.4 per 
cent, since the closing level of 92.91 recorded on 
April 17.Meanwhile, the dollar index, which 
gauges the greenback's strength against a basket of 
six currencies, was 0.12 per cent higher at 
98.71.Brent crude, the global oil benchmark, was 
trading 0.86 per cent higher at USD 105.97 per 
barrel in futures trade.In the domestic equity 
markets the 30-share Sensex was trading 547.02 
points or 0.70 per cent down at 77,116.98 in early 
trade, while the Nifty lost 159.75 points or 0.66 per 
cent to 24,013.30.

HCLTech, TCS, Infosys: Why 
are IT stocks falling again?

At the centre of  the issue is 
Anthropic's new AI model, 
known as Claude Mythos 
Preview, capable of  
identifying and exploiting 
vulnerabilities across major 
operating systems and web 
browsers when prompted.

unauthorised access.The development party vendor environments," an move from being a defence mechanism to 
has added urgency to discussions within Anthropic spokesperson said.WHY THIS a possible threat if not properly 
the government and financial sector, MATTERS FOR BANKS controlled.
especially as banks increasingly rely on This incident has raised a key concern. If a WHY A MEETING WAS CALLED
digital systems and AI tools.The restricted and highly powerful AI system The concern over such risks has led to 
company itself has described the model discussions at the highest levels. The 
as highly advanced, capable of government is understood to be 
identifying and exploiting vulnerabilities assessing how emerging AI tools 
across major operating systems and web could impact financial stability, 
browsers when prompted. c y b e r s e c u r i t y ,  a n d  d a t a  

The model is not meant for public use. It is protection.The unauthorised access 
being tested in a controlled environment incident appears to have acted as a 
under a programme called Project trigger, showing that even controlled 
Glasswing, with access limited to a AI deployments may not be fully 
handful of companies such as Nvidia, secure.This has pushed regulators to 
Google, Amazon Web Services, Apple take a closer look at how banks are New Delhi,.(Agency) 
and Microsoft.However, according to a using AI and what safeguards are in can be accessed without permission, it  A high-level meeting called by Finance 
Bloomberg report, a small group of users place.The issue is not just about one AI raises the risk of misuse in sectors that rely Minister Nirmala Sitharaman with top 
managed to gain access to the model model. It reflects a broader shift in how heavily on digital infrastructure, bank officials on Thursday has brought a 
t h r o u g h  a  t h i r d - p a r t y  v e n d o r  powerful AI systems are becoming.As including banking.new concern into focus: whether rapidly 
environment on the same day it was banks adopt AI for fraud detection, The Claude Mythos model is designed to advancing artificial intelligence tools 
introduced for limited testing. customer service, and operations, the detect security flaws. But in the wrong could pose a risk to the country’s banking 

Anthropic has confirmed that it is same technology could be used to identify hands, such capabilities could potentially system.The discussion centred around the 
investigating the claim of unauthorised gaps in systems if misused.be used to exploit weaknesses in financial potential cybersecurity threats linked to 
access."We're investigating a report This creates a new kind of risk where the systems.This is where the government’s Anthropic’s Claude Mythos model, a 
claiming unauthorized access to Claude threat is not just hackers, but advanced concern comes in.Sitharaman’s warning powerful AI system that has recently 
Mythos Preview through one of our third- tools that can automate and scale attacks.highlights the risk that AI tools could come under scrutiny after reports of 

Businesses dole out up to 
$4 million to cross Panama 
Canal during Strait of  
Hormuz chokehold

Copper prices have risen sharply this year due to supply disruptions at key global mines and strong demand from sectors such as electrification, renewable energy and artificial intelligence-led infrastructure.

Rupee slips 24 paise to 
94.25 against US dollar in 
early trade

PANAMA CITY.(Agency)
 Businesses have doled out up as much as USD 4 

million to move boats through the Panama Canal 
with the Strait of Hormuz effectively closed, 
according to the Panama Canal Authority, in a move 
that has created a seismic shift in global trade flows.

While passage through the waterway usually comes at 
a flat rate via reservations, companies without 
reservations can cross by paying an additional fee in 
an auction for slots, which are awarded to the highest 
bidder rather than waiting for days off the coast of 
Panama City.That price has ballooned in recent 
weeks as Iran and the United States have 
bottlenecked the key shipping route, the Strait of 
Hormuz, and demand for those slots has 
skyrocketed. Ships have increasingly travelled 
through the Panama Canal as shipments are rerouted 
and buyers purchase from other countries to avoid 
commerce through the now-treacherous West Asia 
waterway."With all the bombings, the missiles, the 
drones ... companies are saying it's safer and less 
expensive to cross through the Panama Canal," said 
Rodrigo Noriega, said lawyer and analyst in Panama 
City. "All of this is affecting global supply chains."

Meanwhile, Noriega said Panama's government is 
"maximizing what it can earn from the Panama 
Canal."The average price to cross through the canal 
ranges between USD 300,000 and USD 400,000 
depending on the vessel. Previously, to get an earlier 
crossing, businesses would pay an additional USD 
250,000 to USD 300,000. In recent weeks, the 
average additional cost has jumped to around USD 
425 ,000 .Ricaur te  Vásquez ,  the  cana l ' s  
administrator, said another company that he would 
not name paid an extra USD 4 million when its fuel 
vessel had to change its destination because of 
ongoing geopolitical tensions.”It was a ship carrying 
fuel to Europe, and they redirected it to Singapore, 
and it needed to get there because Singapore is 
running out of fuel," he said.

The government has dismissed 
rumours of a petrol and diesel 
price hike, but elevated crude 
prices and pressure on oil 
retailers have kept the debate 
firmly alive.

retail fuel prices continue to stay the citizens and are mischievous and barrel.When crude oil prices rise 
unchanged.The estimate was linked to misleading,” the ministry said. internationally, but domestic pump prices 

Following the ministry’s clarification, it higher crude costs and the pressure on stay unchanged, companies such as Indian 
state-run oil marketing companies Oil Corporation, Bharat Petroleum 
(OMCs) that sell fuel in the domestic Corporation Limited and Hindustan 
market.The report quickly gained Petroleum Corporation Limited can see 
traction because petrol and diesel their marketing margins shrink, since 
prices in India have remained largely part of the higher cost cannot be passed 
unchanged for an extended period on immediately to consumers.Market 
despite fluctuations in international analysts have also said the current 
crude oil markets. pricing structure can be maintained in 

However, the Ministry of Petroleum and the short term if crude remains within a 
Natural Gas has rejected claims of any manageable range, but sustained high 

New Delhi,.(Agency) imminent increase.In an official oil prices would increase pressure on 
 Fresh reports suggesting a possible petrol clarification, the ministry said there is company earnings and balance sheets.

and diesel price hike after the ongoing no proposal under consideration by There are signs consumers are watching 
would be fair to say that no immediate elections have triggered concern among the government to raise petrol or diesel closely. Recent media reports have 
increase in petrol and diesel prices consumers, but the government has said prices, and described such reports as indicated that fuel sales rose this month, 
appears likely after the elections.no such proposal is currently under misleading.“There are some news reports suggesting some buyers may be filling 

While that comes as a relief for consumers, consideration.The speculation began after suggesting a price hike of petrol and tanks early amid fears of a possible hike.
it also keeps the spotlight on state-run oil a report citing Kotak Institutional Equities For now, the government has drawn a line diesel. It is hereby clarified that there is no 
marketing companies, which may have to said petrol and diesel prices may need to under hike rumours. Whether that holds such proposal under consideration by the 
continue absorbing pressure if global rise by Rs 25–28 per litre if global crude will depend largely on where crude prices Government. Such news items are 
crude prices remain above $100 per oil prices remain elevated and domestic head next.designed to create fear and panic amongst 

Microsoft offers buyouts to staff: 
What does employee buyout mean?
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Popular
stana is a fascinating city in the 
m i d s t  o f  a n  e n o r m o u s  
transformation. The capital city of A

Kazakhstan, Astana (formerly known as 
Akmola) took on its new role in 1997 and has 
been changing rapidly ever since. Founded in 
1830, it was once a defensive fortification 
against the invading Siberian Cossacks. 
During the 1960s, Astana became the centre of 
the Virgin Lands Campaign, an attempt by the 
USSR to rapidly develop agricultural 
production to feed their expanding empire. 
Now, this city is distinctly modern, all thanks to 
the pet project of President Nursultan Abishuly 
Nazarbayev to make Kazakhstan the cultural 
forefront of Central Asia. The city has been 
spending billion dollars on international 
architects, making Astana an interesting site 
with its unique mix of futuristic architecture 
and Kazakh flair. It is home to many 
impressive government buildings, such as the 
Presidential Palace, Parliament House and 
Supreme Court. Kazakhstani officials mean to 
make Astana the capital not only of the country, 
but also of Central Asia. Follow our guide to 
know about some of the popular places to visit 
in Astana.

Bayterek
Bayterek (meaning tall poplar tree in Kazakh) 
is a 97-metre high monument and observation 
tower completed in 1997. It is meant to 
embody a Kazakh folk tale about a mythical 
tree of life and a magic bird of happiness, 
named Samruk, which is believed to have laid 
its egg between the branches of this mythic 
tree. The 97-metre height of the tower is meant 
to represent the fact that Astana became the 
nation's capital in 1997. The building, 
somewhat irreverently, has been named the 
'Chupa Chups' by the locals after the lollipop 
brand. If you buy a ticket you can go to the 
observation deck and get a 360-degree view of 
the surrounding city. At the top lies a gilded 
handprint of the president of Kazakhstan, 
Nursultan Abishuly Nazarbayev, which is 
actually mounted on a pedestal. The plaque 
beside the hand invites all visitors to place their 
hand upon the imprint of Nazarbayev's and 
make a wish. President Nazarbayev is ever-
humble!

Museum of the First President of 

the Republic of Kazakhstan
President Nazarbayev chose to house his 
own personal museum at the former seat of 
presidential power. The building contains 
displays that outline the struggle for 
independence as well as gifts and awards 
given to the president (such as a machine 
gun from the Saudis). Each stateroom is 
preserved as it was at the time when the 
president was working there. On the top 
floor lies an interesting display of Yeltsin, 
seeming to imply that Nazarbayev is an 
admirer of the former Russian president. It's 
a great site for those interested in the history 
of state diplomacy as well as shameless 
propaganda! Entry is free, and if you ask the 
people at the front, you can obtain an 
English guide book. You may or may not 
have to cover your shoes before entering the 
building, and will be scanned for any metal 
on your person.

National Museum of the Republic of 

Kazakhstan
With its blue glass and white marble, the 
National Museum of the Republic of 
Kazakhstan is a striking display on 
Independence Square. It is centrally 
loca ted ,  and s tands  next  to  the  
Independence Palace, the Palace of Peace 
and Harmony, and the Hazrat Sultan 
Mosque. Its displays cover the entire history 
of Kazakhstan, ranging from a full-sized 
yurt in the Hall of Ethnography to the Hall of 
Astana where there lies a chronicle of the 
capital's modern history. Most notable is the 
Hall of Gold, filled to the brim with 
ornaments from the Bronze Age, including 
the nation's symbol 'Golden Man'. The 
building is nothing but grand, featuring at its 
entrance a giant golden eagle with flapping 
wings, behind which an interactive screen 
describes the magnificent history of 
Kazakhstan. Subtlety is not the Kazakh way. 
Definitely worth a visit.

Hazrat Sultan Mosque 

Turns out that the largest mosque in Central 
Asia, Hazrat Sultan Mosque, is surprisingly 
new. It took three years to build and was 
inaugurated in 2012. Considered to be one 
of the main landmarks in Central Asia, its 
construction engaged around 1,500 
builders and masters. The building is built 
in  a  c lass ic  or ienta l  s ty le  wi th  
breathtakingly beautiful interiors and 
ornate details reminiscent of the craft of the 
bygone era. 'Hazrat Sultan' means 
'Apostolic Sultan'. The mosque was named 
in the honour of the Sufi saint Khoja Ahmed 
Yassawi, a poet, philosopher and sheikh. 
The mosque can house up to 10,000 people, 
and has rooms for tabernacles, wedding 
ceremonies, Quran reading and seminary 
lessons, and ablution.

Khan Shatyr
The Khan Shatyr is basically a giant, 
glowing tent. Built in the neofuturist style, 
it was unveiled in 2006. The 150 metres tall 
tent itself is enormous with 140,000 square 
metre base. Underneath it lies a park which 
is large enough to fit ten football stadiums. 
This space is full of shopping and 
entertainment venues, with everything 
from a boating river to a mini golf course. 
Designed by UK architect Norman Foster, 
this is the highest tent structure in the world. 
During the day, it is entirely flooded with 
sunlight; while at night, the Khan Shatyr is 
a site to see, lit up by bright lights that 
change colours.

Nur-Astana Mosque 
Another enormous mosque, the Nur-
Astana was built in 2005 to commemorate 
an agreement  between President  
Nazarbayev and the former Emir of Qatar, 
Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa al-Thani. It can 
hold up to 5,000 worshippers. The 40-metre 
height of the mosque symbolises the age of 
Prophet Muhammad when he received his 
first divine revelation. The 63-metre high 
minarets symbolise the prophet's age when 
he passed away. One of the rarities of this 
mosque is the stone of Ka'aba from Mecca, 
along with the holy Quran from Saudi 
Arabia. Only men may enter the prayer hall, 
so women must use the upper gallery. 
Besides, the gardens are beautiful and 
provide a tranquil environment for a 
pleasant walk.

Atameken 

Atameken is actually a huge map of 
Kazakhstan! It is a 200-metre long 
miniature version of the entire country. 
With over two hundred pieces of 
recreations of Kazakh cities and 
historical sites, one can easily walk 
around the map of the country. Make sure 
to visit the exhibition underneath the 
covered map of Astana. There you will 
find dioramas of Kazakh culture, 
industry and sports. During the summer 
months, there are usually English 
speaking guides available if you want to 
have a tour of the area. Make sure you 
keep your camera in your bag until you're 
well past the ticket office.

Assumption Russian Orthodox 

Cathedral 
The enormous and newly-buil t  
Assumpt ion  Russ ian  Or thodox  
Cathedral is simply magnificent. This all 
white cathedral with gold guild and sky-
blue details towers over all surrounding 
buildings. Inside, it is nothing less than 
immaculate, with gold leaf murals from 
floor to ceiling. The altar is absolutely 
stunning, representing a mass of colours 
and a paragon of Russian Orthodox style. 
On the second floor, you'll find the area 
where the choir usually sings, while in 
the basement you will see the former 
place of worship (used when Christianity 
could not be practised in the open). Most 
of the brothers speak little English, so 
there are chances that you won't be able 
to take a tour around the church unless 
you know some Russian/Kazakh.

The State Theatre of Opera and 

Ballet 
The State Theatre of Opera and Ballet is 
yet another lavish construction, made of 
marble and gold trimmings. The tickets 
can get very expensive, but if you want to 
see a good Kazakh, Russian or Italian 
opera this is the place to be. You might 
not think of Kazakhstan as a prime place 
to experience such European culture, but 
the productions at the State Theatre of 
Opera and Ballet are as good as any you'll 
find in the old cities of Europe. This 
opera house can easily rival those of 
Vienna and Budapest. Apart from shows, 
the building in itself is worth the 
visit—filled to the brim with interesting 
pieces of art. The staff is very polite and 
helpful.

places to visit in

 Astana

SHALIMAR BAGH

The Shalimar Bagh in Sanskrit means the 
abode of love. It is the largest Mughal 
garden in Kashmir. The Shalimar Bagh 
was built in the reign of Pravarsena II who 
founded the city of Srinagar and ruled 
Kashmir from 79 AD to 139 AD. In 1619, 
Emperor Jahangir enlarged and beautified 

the garden for Nur Jahan and 
named it Farah Baksh, 
w h i c h  m e a n s  T h e  
Delightful.
The Shalimar Bagh is 
located on the right bank of 
the Dal and is dotted with 
old Chinar trees and exotic 
wild flowers. The greenery, 
gentle sound of flowing 
water, delightful view of the 
Dal Lake and the mountains 
here will soothe your senses 
and calm your nerves. In the 
winter months, the garden 
looks dry and bare and 

wears a tired look, but even that is charming to 
look at. If you're in the mood for a romantic 
walk or you enjoy landscape and nature 
photography, this is the perfect place to visit. 
Scenes from several Bollywood movies 
including Saat Khoon Maaf and Dil Kya Kare 
have been shot at the Shalimar Bagh.

NAGEEN 

LAKE

Although a part of the Dal Lake wetlands, it is 
considered a separate lake in itself because of its 
size. Nageen is deeper, cleaner than Dal and you 
will find a number of adventurous people 
swimming in the lake. If you are planning to swim 
here, do keep an eye out for shikaras, motor boats 
and other such distractions.I am often asked by 
travelers which lake is better for a houseboat stay. 
I recommend Nageen over Dal as I find Nageen a 
lot more peaceful and cleaner. The views of 
Zabarwan range, Shankracharya Hill and Hari 
Parbat from here are beautiful and I enjoy taking 
p i c t u r e s  f r o m  t h e  
houseboat and shikara. 
Couples prefer shikara ride 
here over Dal because of its 
t ranqui l  a tmosphere .  
Birding enthusiasts too 
have a field day here, 
especially during winters 
w h e n  a  n u m b e r  o f  
migratory birds  l ike  
waders make this lake their 
home. The lake is home to 

a number of resident species too. Keep a look out for the 
pied kingfishers as they put on an amazing display while 
fishing.

NAGEEN 

LAKE

SHALIMAR BAGH
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