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The Sikh Times
CHANDIGARH, 23rd April: A collaboration

between the Punjab Government, under the
leadership of CM Bhagwant Singh Mann, and
Finland’s University of Turku is beginning to
translate into visible changes in classrooms, with
teaching practices becoming more interactive
and early signs of improved student engagement
emerging on the ground. As part of this initiative,
teaching is steadily moving away from rote meth-
ods towards more joyful and participatory learn-
ing approaches. Anchored in Punjab’s broader
Sikhya Kranti, the programme focuses on adapt-
ing global expertise to local classroom contexts
while building scale through a structured train-
the-trainers model, with nearly 300 teachers will
have been trained by May to strengthen founda-
tional learning across the state. During his ongo-

ing official visit to Finland, CM Bhagwant Singh
Mann visited the Kukulo-
Moikoinen Early Childhood
Education and Care Centre. “This
initiative is already yielding results
by aligning global pedagogical
expertise with local classroom reali-
ties,” said the Chief Minister. CM
Bhagwant Singh Mann added, “The
partnership, anchored through the
State Council of Educational
Research and Training under the
Department of School Education,
seeks to strengthen teacher devel-
opment in early childhood and foun-
dational education. It is designed
not as a short-term intervention but as a long-
term institutional effort to embed child-centred
and play-based learning in the state’s education

system, alongside inclusive teaching practices.”

“The programme has focused on equipping
teachers with research-driven methods while
ensuring these approaches are adapted to

Punjab’s socio-cultural context,” he stated,
adding, “Training sessions have been conducted
both in Chandigarh and in the Finnish cities of
Turku and Rauma, combining workshops, men-
toring, and school visits to expose teachers to
classroom innovations in practice. By May 2026,
close to 300 teachers would have undergone
training across four cohorts to benefit students
from across Punjab.” CM Bhagwant Singh Mann
asserted, “The emphasis has been on making
learning joyful and participatory, moving away
from rote methods towards active engagement.
Teachers have also been encouraged to design
context-specific projects, supported by mentors,
to implement these ideas within their own class-
rooms. Feedback from the field suggests
improvements in student participation and moti-
vation, along with more inclusive classroom envi-
ronments.”                       Contd.............page-7

Finland collaboration begins showing impact as classrooms shift
towards joyful, participatory learning in Punjab: CM Mann



NOIDA.(Agency)
An old and rusted height restriction barrier 

outside the Botanical Garden metro 
station collapsed on Monday. Noida 
Authority has since placed it on the road 
parallel to the central verge.

This stretch is a vital link on Dadri-
Surajpur-Chhalera Road, connecting 
Sector 37 and Bhangel to GIP Mall and 
sectors 16 and 18. It handles a dense flow 
of vehicles throughout the day, including 
cars, auto-rickshaws, bike taxis and 
delivery fleets. The collapse has once 
again stirred concerns over commuter 
safety on one of the city’s busiest arterial 
stretches.Originally installed by Noida 
Authority in coordination with the traffic 
police a few years ago to restrict the entry 
of heavy vehicles on this stretch. Buses 
and trucks are required to divert left, pass 
through the Botanical Garden metro 
station’s parking area, and rejoin the main 
r o a d  n e a r  t h e  m u l t i l e v e l  
parking.Commuters allege that the 
structure has been in a state of disrepair 

for months. Instead of replacing the 
barrier, the Authority has simply repaired 
it.

“The barrier had been deteriorating for a 

long time. It was rusted and broken at 
multiple joints. It has collapsed at least 
two to three times. Each time, workers 
carry out shoddy repairs and reinstall it,” a 
regular commuter on the route, Gaurav 
Kumar, said. “These fixes have failed to 
address the underlying structural 
weakness.”Echoing similar concerns, a 
bike taxi driver operating near the metro 

station stressed the urgency of permanent 
intervention. “If the Authority reinstalls 
that rusted barrier again and it recollapses 
onto a moving vehicle or a pedestrian, it 

would be a serious accident. It needs to 
be replaced now,” he said.

The Authority CEO Krishna Karunesh has 
asked officials to inspect the site and 
take necessary measures at the earliest.

A TOI report published in June last year 
pointed out the dilapidated state of both 
the height barriers installed on DSC 
Road — one near the Botanical Garden 
metro station and another close to the 
GIP Mall. In March last year, a height 
barrier near DLF Mall of India’s west 
gate was damaged after reportedly being 

hit by a heavy vehicle. Most of the height 
barriers across the city have corroded 
frames and jagged metal edges that pose a 
threat to two-wheelers and auto-
rickshaws. The absence of reflectors or 
adequate lighting makes them nearly 
invisible at night, compounding the 
danger.

Gurgaon at 41°C, Faridabad hottest 
at 42.9°C, heatwave to intensify

Rusted height barrier comes crashing down 
near Botanical Garden metro station

Long-billed dowitcher makes rare stop at Gurgaon 
wetland, first sighting after 13 years

Gurgaon.(Agency)
 The traffic police have issued challans to 

817 auto-rickshaw, e-rickshaw and taxi 
drivers for operating without the 
prescribed uniform, imposing fines 
totalling Rs 6,36,500 during a special 
enforcement drive conducted between 
April 10 and April 20.Officials said the 
campaign was aimed at improving 
compliance among commercial vehicle 
drivers and bringing greater discipline 
to public transport operations in the 
city, adding that despite repeated 
awareness campaigns, many drivers 
continued to ply without the mandatory 
grey uniform, prompting stricter 
e n f o r c e m e n t . “ T h e  u n i f o r m  
requirement is aimed at ensuring easy 
identification of authorised drivers, 
enhancing passenger safety and 
promoting accountability. Compliance 
with such norms is a key component of 
maintaining an organised and reliable 
public transport system,” an officer 
said.The traffic police also launched a 
drive against illegally parked vehicles 
from April 12 to April 19. During this 
period, 480 vehicles were towed using 
cranes and challaned for violating 
parking rules across roads, at major 
intersections, andin public places.

Officials said illegal parking is a major 
contributor to congestion, particularly 
during peak hours, and that removing 
such vehicles is intended to reduce 
bottlenecks and improve traffic flow.

Deputy commissioner of police (traffic) 
Prateek Gahlot said the drives will 
continue in the coming days. He urged 
commercial vehicle drivers to follow 
uniform norms and appealed to 
residents to comply with traffic 
regula t ions ,  emphasis ing that  
collective adherence is essential for 
safer and more efficient roads.Officials 
said traffic personnel have also been 
sensitising drivers on various aspects 
of road safety and responsible conduct, 
including courteous behaviour towards 
passengers, adherence to speed limits, 
avoiding mobile phone use while 
d r i v i n g  a n d  r e f r a i n i n g  f r o m  

DEHLI/NCR

Roads under water; trees & poles 
uprooted: Cities on knees again

Noida/Ghaziabad. The showers that started Friday 
and continued on Sunday has led to heavy 
waterlogging in Noida and Ghaziabad.

A park for children in Noida Sector 51 has turned into 
a shallow pool, while parks and green belts in 
sectors 119, 12, 30, 120, etc., also remained out of 
bounds due to flooding.Low-lying areas, like 
Botanical Garden Metro station in Noida and Jagat 
Farm Market in Greater Noida, are under at least 
two feet of water. Meanwhile, residents reported 
flooded roads and basements in Noida sectors 22, 
30, 36, 51, 62, 71, 104, 105, 72, 117, 122, 99, 
etc.The picture is similar in Ghaziabad, with Abhay 
Khand, Loni, and Muradnagar facing waterlogging.

Late on Sunday, following reports of 12 people stuck 
in Tronica City due to heavy waterlogging, a team 
of Ghaziabad NDRF carried out a rescue operation. 
Considering a warning of heavy rain ahead, NDRF 
teams are on high alert for emergency response in 
Noida and Ghaziabad.Residents blamed the 
authorities for not taking adequate measures to 
check flooding.“The Noida Authority failed to 
prepare for the monsoon in advance. All its claims 
have fallen flat. In Sector 51, people are wading 
through one-and-a-half feet to two feet of water. 
The Sunday showers also left houses and basements 
flooded.

News box

Truck rams into scooter in 
Gurgaon, teenager and youth 
die

Gurgaon.(Agency)
Two youths, including a 16-year-old boy and a 21-year-

old man, were killed after a speeding container truck hit 
their scooter near the Pataudi bypass on Sunday 
evening.

Police said the accident took place around 7.30pm on 
April 20 when Ayan (16), a resident of Ward 12 and 
Mustafa (21), a resident of Ward 11 in Pataudi, were 
heading towards village Narhera on a scooter.

Complainant Dilshad told police that he, along with one of 
his friends, was riding behind them on a motorcycle. 
The group had met shortly before and set out together.

As they reached the Pataudi bypass, a container truck 
coming from the Safenagar side, allegedly being driven 
at high speed and in a rash manner, hit the scooter.

The impact threw both riders onto the road, causing fatal 
injuries. The truck driver fled the spot with the vehicle. 
The scooter was also damaged in the collision.

The injured were taken to the govt hospital in Pataudi, 
where doctors declared them dead. The bodies were 
shifted to the mortuary for autopsy and later handed 
over to the families.A case has been registered against 
an unidentified driver under sections 281 (rash driving) 
and 106 (causing death due to negligence) of BNS at 
Pataudi police station. Police said efforts are underway 

Gurgaon.(Agency)
 The city recorded a maximum temperature 

of 41°C on Tuesday, a notch higher than 
Monday’s 40°C, while Faridabad logged 
the state’s highest reading at 42.9°C 
despite a 0.4°C dip in the state’s average 
maximum temperature.The city’s 
minimum temperature was 23.5°C on 
Tuesday, a slight rise from Monday’s 
22°C. IMD has forecast a 3-5°C rise in 
maximum temperatures over the next five 
to six days. At present, heatwave 
conditions are expected at isolated places 
in Haryana till April 24, along with warm 
night conditions in some areas.Bhiwani 
recorded a maximum temperature of 
42.5°C and Narnaul 42°C, while Sirsa 
also touched 41°C. Hisar (39.6°C) and 
Karnal (39.5°C) remained just below 
40°C, pointing to widespread heat stress. 
Overall, temperatures are around 1.8°C 

above normal, IMD data shows.The Met 
department said dry weather is likely to 
persist over the next five days, with only 
isolated light rain expected later in the 
week. A fresh western disturbance may 
affect the western Himalayan region from 
April 23, but its impact over Haryana is 
expected to be limited.With both day and 
night temperaturs rising, officials warned 
of increasing heat stress, particularly in 
urban centres like Gurgaon and Faridabad, 
where built-up areas tend to retain heat.A 
heatwave is declared when the maximum 
temperature crosses 40°C and is at least 
4.5°C above normal. If the departure 
exceeds 6.4°C, it is classified as a severe 
heatwave.Doctors in Delhi-NCR are 
already seeing a surge in heat-related 
illnesses. According to Dr Shivanshu Raj 
Goyal, associate director and unit head, 
pulmonology, respiratory and sleep 

medicine at Max Hospital, “Cases have 
risen by over 20% in the past week, driven 
by high temperatures, dry winds and lack 
of overnight relief. Patients are reporting 
dehydration, exhaustion, vomiting, 
dizziness, fainting, abdominal pain and, 
in severe cases, heatstroke. While many 
are treated on an outpatient basis, 
hospitalisations are rising among outdoor 
workers, the elderly and children.”

Doctors advise residents to stay hydrated, 
avoid stepping out between 11 am and 4 
pm, wear light cotton clothing and use 
protective gear like hats and sunglasses. 
Keeping indoor spaces cool and avoiding 
heavy or greasy food can also help. In case 
of symptoms such as dizziness, nausea or 
high body temperature, immediate 
cooling and hydration are critical, and 
medical help should be sought if the 
condition does not improve.

Gurgaon.(Agency)
A rare migratory shorebird, the long-billed 

dowitcher, was sighted at Chandu 
Budhera wetland on Sunday during a 
routine bird walk. This is possibly the 
13th documented occurrence of the 
species in India.The bird was spotted by 
a group of around 10 birdwatchers, 
including Kavi Nanda, Nikhil Devasar, 
Uday Kiran and Rohit Sharma, who 
were scanning a shallow water patch for 
waders. “We initially thought it could be 
a godwit because of structural similarity, 
but the completely straight, dark bill 
(beak) stood out,” Nanda said.

He explained that, unlike the commonly 
seen black-tailed godwit, which has a 
slightly upturned, dual-coloured bill, 
this bird showed a straight, entirely dark 
bill, a key field marker for dowitchers. 
The identification was further confirmed 
by its greenish legs, distinguishing it 
from the Asian dowitcher.The bird was 
seen feeding alongside other waders, 
including ruffs, and only a single bird 
was spotted.

Birders said this is the first confirmed 
sighting in the city in over a decade. “The 
species was last recorded in Haryana in 
Sonipat in July 2020, and earlier at 

Sultanpur National Park in March 2013,” 
said Pankaj Gupta, adding that recent 
inputs also point to a sighting at Maguri 
Beel in Assam earlier this year.

Experts believe the bird is likely on 
reverse migration. “At this time, many 
birds are heading back to their 
breeding grounds in Siberia and 
Central Asia. This individual was 
probably stopping over to refuel,” 
Nanda said.The long-billed dowitcher 
typically breeds in Siberia and winters 
in North America, making its presence 
in India unusual. Birders say such 
vagrancy (migratory birds straying 
from their usual routes and appearing 
in unexpected places) may occur when 
individuals mix with flocks of other 
migratory species.

The species was also reported earlier this 
year from Maguri Beel in Assam, 
where an individual was observed for 
nearly a month, indicating sporadic, 
rare appearances along migratory 
pathways.

Birdwatchers said the sighting 
underscores the ecological importance 

of wetlands like Chandu Budhera as 
critical stopover habitats, even as urban 
pressure continues to fragment such 

817 cabbies, auto and e-
rickshaw drivers fined for 
violating uniform rules in 
Gurgaon in past 10 days

Gurgaon right-of-way cleanup: ‘Illegal extensions 
squeezed roads so much even 2 cars couldn’t pass’

Ghaziabad.(Agency)
Two boys died and two others were critically injured 

after the scooter they were riding — all four minors 
crammed onto it without helmets — crashed head-on 
into an Ertiga cab in Indirapuram on Sunday evening.

The collision occurred on Kanawani-Pusta road on 
Sunday evening when the four school friends were 
out for a casual ride. The boys were Satyam (13) and 
Shakib (10), who died during treatment, and Ansh 
(14) and Piyush alias Golu (11), who suffered 
grievous injuries.Shakib died late on Sunday night, 
while Satyam succumbed to his injuries on Monday 
afternoon.Police said the four boys, all former 
neighbours from Kanawani village, had gone out on a 
scooter ridden by Ansh. Though some of their 
families had later moved to Vasundhara, they 
continued to study in the same school.Abhishek 
Srivastava, ACP of Indirapuram, said the crash took 
place around 7pm on Sunday. “Ansh had left home on 
the scooter and later picked up his friends one by one. 
The accident occurred when he was dropping them 
back,” he added.According to police, the scooter was 
at high speed when Ansh lost control and collided 
head-on with the cab. “A collision took place between 
the scooter and the car. It also emerged that the scooter 
was speeding and Ansh lost control before ramming 
into the vehicle,” the ACP said.Police said the cab 
driver, Sahil (22), a resident of Loni who works with 
an online ride service, was returning to Indirapuram 
after dropping a passenger in Vasundhara. 

Cracker sparks burn down 3 shops, 6 bikes

Ghaziabad.(Agency)
 In several colonies, roads meant for free 

movement had been squeezed by years of 
illegal lawns, ramps, grills, guard rooms 
and boundary extensions to the point that 
even two cars could not pass together on 
some stretches.The shrinking of public 
space and right of way — repeated across 
internal roads, green belts and footpaths 
— actually triggered a demolition drive 
that entered its fourth day on Tuesday, 
with the town and country planning 
department clearing fresh encroachments 
across eight licensed colonies.The 
crackdown, one of the city’s biggest in 
recent years, follows a Punjab and 
Haryana high court stay on Haryana’s 
stilt-plus-four-floor policy and a state 
order asking agencies to clear right-of-
way violations by April 22. Officials said 
the exercise is aimed at reclaiming public 
land that had steadily disappeared under 
u n c h e c k e d  e x t e n s i o n s . “ A l l  
encroachments within the right of way — 
from 9 metres to 24 metres — have to be 
cleared in a time-bound manner before 
April 22. In several places, residents had 
pushed grills and structures so far into the 
road that the carriageway was severely 
compromised. After the removals, roads 
have visibly opened up,” district town 
planner (enforcement) Amit Madholia 
said.Three days of demolitions have also 

begun to produce a second effect — 
voluntary compliance. In parts of Sushant 
Lok-1 and DLF Phase 2, residents started 
dismantling illegal extensions after 
appeals by RWAs and warnings from 
officials. In Sushant Lok-1’s D Block, 
residents of nearly 250 houses began 
clearing projections, while in Maple 
Block, most households removed illegal 
structures by evening. In DLF Phase 2, 
around 350 houses shifted planters, 
removed grills and cleared extended 
portions before teams arrived.Officials 
said the “cooperation” reduced the need 
for coercive action, but warned that the 
campaign would continue across all 
licensed colonies. “This is not a one-off 
exercise. Residents were given time to 
remove violations voluntarily. But in 
places where there was no compliance, 
enforcement became necessary. There 
will be no relaxation for repeat 
violations,” Madholia said.Residents 
expressed mixed reactions to the drive. 
While most agreed that encroachments 
had steadily narrowed internal roads and 
made movement difficult ,  some 
questioned the manner in which the 
demolition was carried out.“This has been 
completely arbitrary. We were given no 
proper time to respond, and suddenly 
bulldozers showed up and demolished 
structures that have existed for years. If 

these were illegal, why did authorities 
allow them to come up in the first place? It 
feels selective and unfair. Residents are 
the ones bearing the loss,” said Rohit 
Malhotra, a resident of DLF Phase 
2.Others said the action was necessary but 
poorly executed. “Encroachments had 
become a real problem. Roads were 
getting too narrow and movement was 
difficult. But the way this has been carried 
out is harsh. Some notice and a phased 
approach would have helped. While the 
intent seems right, the execution has 
caused inconvenience and confusion for 
many families,” said Neha Arora, a 
resident of South City 1.On Tuesday, the 
drive in DLF Phas 2 covered M Block, 
Akashneem Marg, parts of L and L 
Extension, Cassia Marg and Q Block, 
where around 800-900 houses were 
inspected. Officials said more than 250 
illegal lawns and railings were removed, 
over 80 guard rooms demolished and 
hundredsof smaller violations cleared.In 
South City 1 and Greenwood City, teams 
cleared encroachments along a 13km 
stretch, removing around 70 shopfront 
ramps and extensions, 29 guard rooms, 
eight tin sheds and 12 temporary 
structures, besides demolishing ramps, 
grills and staircases outside 40 houses.At 
Palam Vihar, boundary walls and fencing 
were removed from nearly 150 houses in 

Block A, along with 16 guard rooms. In 
Sushant Lok-2, teams cleared a 12km 
road network, removing ramps, guard 
rooms, DG sets placed on public land, 
boundary walls and encroachments on 
green areas. 

Scooter crashes into cab, 2 
school friends without 
helmets die

Noida.(Agency)
Residents of a few towers in ATS One 

Hamlet, a residential society in Sector 
104, have complained of noise and air 
pollution from a sewage treatment plant 
(STP) located on the premises of the 
Maharshi Mahesh Yogi Ashram Trust, 
adjoining the society.

In a complaint submitted to the chief 
minister’s office on March 16, the 
apartment owners’ association (AOA) 
alleged that the STP, located on the plot 
adjacent to the society’s residential 
towers 2, 3 and 4, was discharging 
untreated or  par t ia l ly  t reated 
wastewater into the open, which flows 

into the green belt and accumulates in 
the form of stagnant pools.“The 
discharged water is black, frothy and 
emits a strong odour,” the letter reads, 
seeking inspection by concerned 
authorities and immediate remedial 
steps.

Talking to TOI, the AOA president 
Sanjeev Varma said that if the water 
spilling from the STP is treated water, it 
should have been reused in accordance 
with pollution control norms instead of 
being allowed to flow in the open. He 
added that repeated attempts to raise the 
issue with the ashram authorities did 
not yield any resolution.

Co staffer, aide held for 

abducting colleague, forcing 

him to transfer Rs2.5L

Noida.(Agency)
A 42-year-old daily wage labourer died after a speeding 

car hit him and his friend from behind near Intezaar 
Garden in the Surajkund area on Sunday evening, police 
said.The deceased, identified as Neeraj, had gone to 
work as a waiter at a wedding function at Lotus Garden 
along with his friend Gautam, a resident of Nangloi in 
Delhi. After finishing their shift, the two were walking 
towards Delhi while looking for transport when the 
accident occurred around 7pm.According to police, a car 
approached from the Anangpur Chowk side at high 
speed and rammed into the duo from behind. Both men 
sustained serious injuries and were rushed to BK 
Hospital in Faridabad, where Neeraj succumbed during 
treatment.“Gautam suffered multiple injuries, including 
a forehead wound and swelling in the ankle. He was 
referred to AIIMS Trauma Centre and later shifted to a 
private hospital in Faridabad. His condition remains 
serious, and he is currently unfit to give a statement,” an 
investigating officer said.The incident came to light 
after Neeraj’s family, concerned over his absence, traced 
his whereabouts and approached the police the 
following day.Based on a complaint filed by his brother, 
a resident of Nangloi, Surajkund police registered an 
FIR against an unidentified driver under Sections 106 
(death by negligence), 125(a) (endangering life) and 281 
(rash driving) of BNS.Police said efforts are underway 
to identify and apprehend the accused. The body has 
been kept in the mortuary for postmortem, and further 
investigation is in progress.

Police probe how workers’ 
bulk data reached Noida 
protesters

Speeding car mows down man 
near Surajkund, one dead, 
friend critical

Noida Sector 104 condo residents flag 
stench, noise from ashram STP

Noida.(Agency)
Police are looking at the possibility of people beyond 

the arrested members of workers’ group Mazdoor 
Bigul Dasta being involved in inciting violence 
during the April 13 industrial labour protest in the 
city.According to officers involved in the probe, those 
involved in instigating the violence aimed to disrupt 
industrial production in Noida for several weeks, 
forcing companies to halt operations and create 
pressure on govt to hike wages.

A senior officer said there are several key questions that 
emerged during the probe, one of which is how so 
many members were added to the main WhatsApp 
groups used to mobilise the protests in such quick 
time. “How did the organisers manage to get so many 
phone numbers? There were around 800 members in 
each group. Another point of inquiry is why, despite 
workers agreeing to revised salary terms on April 10 
and 11, certain individuals incited them again near 
metro stations. We have videos of the speeches,” the 
officer said.
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Autorickshaw driver killed during robbery in Delhi
New Delhi: An autorickshaw driver was stabbed to death and his vehicle stolen

during a robbery near Minto Road in central Delhi, with police arresting three
accused after a manhunt that tracked their movement across Delhi and Haryana, an
official said on Thursday. The incident was reported at around 5:30 am on April 5,
when a PCR call alerted police about an injured man lying near the Shivaji Park bus
stand. A police team rushed to the spot and found an unidentified male lying uncon-
scious in a pool of blood on the roadside, with multiple stab injuries on his neck and
chest. The victim was shifted to the LNJP Hospital, where doctors declared him
brought dead. A medical examination confirmed multiple stab wounds to the chest
and anterior neck region. A case was registered at the
Kamla Market police station and a probe launched. A
joint team relied on a combination of CCTV footage
analysis, technical surveillance and local intelligence to
identify and track the accused. "Extensive scrutiny of
CCTV cameras revealed that five men had boarded the
victim's autorickshaw near the Nizamuddin railway sta-
tion on the intervening night of April 4 and 5. Their
movement was traced through multiple locations across
Delhi, Faridabad and Palwal," the officer said. 
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New Delhi: The
Faridabad- located univer-
sity came under scrutiny
during the probe into a
‘white-collar’ terror mod-
ule linked to the
November 10, 2025, Red
Fort area blast. File The
Enforcement Directorate
on Friday said it has again
arrested Al Falah Group
Chairman Jawad Ahmad
Siddiqui in a new money
laundering case linked to
“fraudulent” acquisition of
a Rs 45 crore worth land in
Delhi. The 61-year-old was
first arrested by the feder-
al probe agency in
November 2025 in a differ-
ent money laundering case
linked to the alleged cheat-
ing of students of his edu-
cational institutions by
misrepresenting the
accreditation and recogni-
tion of his institutions. The
Faridabad-located univer-
sity (Haryana) came under
scrutiny during the probe

into a ‘white-collar’ terror
module linked to the

November 10, 2025, Red
Fort area blast in which 15
people were killed. One of
the doctors at the varsity-
cum-hospital, Dr Umar-un-
Nabi, is alleged to be the
suicide bomber in this
case. He died when he was
driving an explosive-laden
car that day. Siddiqui was
taken into custody in the
latest case on March 24
from the Tihar jail, where
he is lodged in judicial cus-

tody in the previous ED
and Delhi Police case, offi-

cials said. Rs 1,000 fine for
dog owner if pet found
without leash on street
under proposed DMC Act
revision' He was produced
before the special
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA)
located in Saket (south
Delhi) the next day and he
was sent to ED custody till
April 4, the agency said in
a statement. Probe found
that “forged” documents

were prepared and used
for fraudulent acquisition
of land, and Siddiqui,
director and majority
shareholder of Tarbia
Education Foundation,
connived with some indi-
viduals and orchestrated
the fabrication. The 1.14-
acre land is located at
‘Khasra No. 792’ in
Madanpur Khadar village
of the national capital, and
it is valued at Rs 45 crore,

as per the ED. The agency
said the consideration
amount (for the purchase
of the land) in the docu-
ments was Rs 75 lakh.
Efforts are on to trace the
complete money trail and
identify other beneficiaries
and properties acquired

therefrom, the ED said.
The agency, in its probe in
the first case, had alleged
that the university generat-
ed Rs 415.10 crore
between 2018 and 2025
and that funds collected
from students were divert-
ed for personal use.

ED arrests Al Falah Group Chairman in 2nd PMLA case

The Sikh Times
Gurugram: Gurugram and Noida-like

cosmopolitan urban hub is set to take
shape in Uttar Pradesh’s Hathras, with
the Yamuna Expressway Industrial
Development Authority (YEIDA) plan-
ning a massive high-tech city spanning
up to 4,000 hectares and covering land
from 358 villages. The ambitious “New
Hathras City” project, planned along
both sides of the Yamuna Expressway,
aims to transform the largely agrarian
district into a modern industrial-residen-
tial powerhouse with world-class infra-
structure, similar to NCR’s leading urban
centres. According to project details,
land from 358 villages across Sadar,
Sadabad and Sasni tehsils has been ear-
marked for acquisition and planned
development. The city will be developed
in phases over the next 5 to 10 years,
with a detailed master plan currently
being prepared under YEIDA’s broader
Master Plan 2041 vision. The proposed
urban node will not just be residential but
a fully integrated economic hub.

Authorities plan to position Hathras as a
major centre for dairy, textile and brass

industries, along with MSME clusters,
logistics hubs and manufacturing units.
The project is expected to significantly

boost employment and attract industrial
investment in western Uttar Pradesh.

Connectivity is being positioned as the
biggest driver of growth. The new city
will be linked to the Yamuna Expressway,

Dedicated Freight Corridor (DFC), NH-
93, SH-33 and key railway lines via
Hathras Junction, ensuring seamless
access to Noida, Agra and the wider
NCR. Proposed integration with future
infrastructure such as a bullet train corri-
dor further strengthens its long-term
potential. The master plan will include
modern road networks, public transport
systems, industrial zones, IT parks, edu-
cational institutions, green spaces and
smart civic infrastructure including
water, power and drainage systems.
Officials say the project is designed to
address existing gaps in Hathras—such
as weak last-mile connectivity, limited
healthcare and poor urban amenities—
while creating a self-sustained smart city
ecosystem. Once completed, “New
Hathras” is expected to emerge as a key
satellite city within the Yamuna
Expressway growth corridor, mirroring
the rapid urbanisation seen in Gurugram
and Noida, and marking a new chapter in
Uttar Pradesh’s industrial and urban
expansion.

Gurugram–Noida style mega city in Hathras: YEIDA to acquire
4,000 hectares across 358 villages for ‘New Hathras’

Video of stray dog handling at
Delhi Airport sparks outrage

New Delhi: Authorities at Indira Gandhi
International Airport are facing backlash after a video
from Terminal 1 allegedly showing cruelty towards a
stray dog went viral on social media. The visuals show a
dog with its paws tied while a staff member appears to
pin its neck with a stick during removal from the airport
premises. The incident triggered outrage online, with
many users accusing airport staff of inhumane treat-
ment. According to airport sources, the dog had bitten
two flyers earlier this week, prompting action. Officials
further claimed that 31 dog bite cases have been report-
ed across all three terminals of IGIA since January 1,

raising concerns over passenger safety. In response,
Delhi International Airport Limited (DIAL) issued a
statement defending its handling of community dogs at
the airport. “Several community dogs live across the
three terminals and are being regularly cared for and
fed by our team, strictly following veterinary-prescribed
guidelines to ensure their health and balanced behav-
iour,” the statement said. DIAL clarified that the brown
dog seen in the video had shown signs of aggression
after biting two individuals. “The dog has been carefully
handled, calmed, and gently returned to its familiar
area. Our approach remains rooted in care, safety and
responsible management,” it added. The airport opera-
tor also urged flyers and visitors not to feed or engage
with stray dogs in public areas, warning that such
actions may unintentionally provoke them Highlighting
the rising number of bite cases, DIAL said ensuring
safety for both people and animals required collective
responsibility.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as MANISH W/O
BHIKAM SINGH R/O H
NOS53/153A, Block-S-53, Gandhi
Camp, SNP, Sriniwaspuri, Dist:
South Delhi, Delhi-110065 have
changed my name and shall here-
after be known as MANISHA.

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that I
KAJAL ARORA D/O VIJAY
KUMAR ARORA R/O 9/3463, Gali
No-3, Dharm Pura, Gandhi Nagar,
East Delhi, Delhi -110031 declare
that name of mine, my father and
my mother has been wrongly writ-
ten as KAJAL, VIJAY ARORA and
ASHA in my 10th class educational
documents. The actual name of
mine, my father and my mother are
KAJAL ARORA, VIJAY KUMAR
ARORA and ASHA RANI ARORA
respectively which may be amend-
ed accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto Known as RAMOD S/O
BALAI R/O N-207/759 Jailer Wala
Bagh, Ashok Vihar, North West
Delhi, Delhi-110052 have changed
my name and shall hereafter be
known as AVADHU.

NAME CHANGE
I Sushila Devi W/o Sh. Raushan
Kumar R/o Ranipur Tola,
Vishunapur, Ranipur PO Ranipur,
Distt . Nalanda Bihar -801301 inform
that Minor son IRFAN  Actual Name
Abhay Kumar in Aadhar card name
wrongly written as IRFAN instead of
Abhay Kumar and IRFAN. both are
one and same person.

NAME CHANGE
I, hitherto known as DEEPAK S/O
KISHAN KUMAR R/O 113A, Block-
A, OM Vihar Phase-5 Uttam Nagar,
PO: D.K Mohan Garden, DIST: West
Delhi, Delhi-110059 have changed
my name and shall hereafter be
known as DEEPAK KOLI.

NAME CHANGE
I, hitherto known as PANKAJ S/O
KISHAN KUMAR R/O 113A, Block-
A, OM Vihar Phase-5 Uttam Nagar,
PO: D.K Mohan Garden, DIST: West
Delhi, Delhi-110059 have changed
my name and shall hereafter be
known as PANKAJ KOLI.

NAME CHANGE
I, SHIV CHARAN SHARMA son of
MALIK SHARMA, residing at
2523/8, Second Floor, Flat No.202,
Vijay Plaza Building, Beadon Pura,
Karol Bagh, Central Delhi, Delhi-
110005, have changed the name of
my minor son MANJEET SHARMA,
aged 7 years and he shall hereafter
be known as ANKIT SHARMA.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as ISHWAR
SINGH alias ISHWAR SINGH
SEHRAWAT S/O BEGRAJ R/O
307, Manohar Panna Kair, South
West Delhi, Delhi-110043, have
changed my name and shall here-
after be known as ISHWAR SINGH
SEHRAWAT.

PUBLIC NOTICE
My clients Arvind Kumar Tiwari and
his wife Sheela Tiwari has dis-
owned/debarred their son namely
Akash Tiwari and his wife Swati
Mishra from all their
m o v e a b l e / i m m o v a b l e
properties/assets and severed all
their relations with them due to their
misbehavior/misconduct towards
my clients. If anybody dealing with
them in any manner will do so at
his/her/their own risk and responsi-
bility. My client shall not responsible
for any kind of acts done by their
daughter in law and son.

Mohd. Tahir Qidwai ADVOCATE
Ch. No. 484. Lawyer's Chamber

Block, Sakat Count Complex,
New Dehi-110017

PUBLIC NOTICE
Be it known to all that my client Nem
Pal S/o Netrapal R/o H.No.1192,
Gautampuri, PH-1, Delhi-110044 had
disowned/debarred to his both sons
and their wife Namely Vivek and his
wife Seema and Vikrant and his wife
Rakhi via news paper publication i.e.
The Financial Express & Jansatta on
dated 11.03.2026. My client now
revoke the disownment to both sons
and their wife Namely Vivek and his
wife Seema and Vikrant and his wife
Rakhi restore & rights in all their
moveable-immovable properties and
assets with them.

Manoj Kumar(Adv.) 
Ch. No.232, Saket Court, 

New Delhi-110017

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I
Satender Kumar Sharma S/O
Rameshwar Dayal Sharma, R/O
GALI n0-2, TYAGI COLONY, Ganga
Vihar, Muradnagar, Ghaziabad,
Uttar Pradesh - 201206, declare that
name of mine has been wrongly
written as Satander Kumar Sharma
in my 10th Class educational docu-
ments and Satender Kumar  in my
Pan Card no AJPPK0637D .The
actual name of mine is  SATENDER
KUMAR SHARMA,  respectively
which may be amended accordingly.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I
Alok Kumar S/O: Bishamber
Prasad, R/O t-136, ao block, SHAL-
IMAR BAGH, Shalimar Bagh S.O,
North West Delhi, Delhi, 110088,
declare that name of my father has
been wrongly written as Vishmber
Prasad in my 10th,12th class and all
educational documents. The actual
name of my father is BISHAMBER
PRASAD,respectively which may be
amended accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
I, K KOTESWARAMMA mother of
No-2615866W, Rank-NK, Name-
KANDULA V S NAGESWARA RAO
Residing at VPO-APPAPURAM,
TEH-NADENDLA, DIST-GUNTUR,
ANDHRA PRADESH-522611, have
changed my name from K
KOTESWARAMMA to KANDULA
KOTESWARAMMA for all future
purposes, in my son’s service record
my date of birth wrongly mentioned
as 01/01/1971 instead of my correct
date of birth as 01/01/1968 vide
Affidavit dated 23/04/2026 before
Notary Public, Delhi.

DATE OF BIRTH CHANGE
I, KANDULA VENKATESWARLU
father of No-2615866W Rank-NK
Name-KANDULA V S NAGESWARA
RAO, Residing at VPO-APPAPU-
RAM, TEH-NADENDLA, DIST-GUN-
TUR, ANDHRA PRADESH-522611,
in my son’s service records my date
of birth wrongly mentioned as
01/01/1962 instead of my correct date
of birth as 01/01/1958 vide affidavit
dated 23/04/2026 before Notary
Public, Delhi.

PUBLIC NOTICE
General Public is hereby informed
thal I, Rabin Bag resident of E-
1/346A G/F, Gali No. 10, 4TH
PUSTA SONIA VIHAR, Karawal
Nagar, PO Karawal Nagar, DIST:
North East Delhi, Delhi-110094
has married Smt. Susmita Das
widow wife of Late Avijit Das on
21/06/2022. That I have legal-ly
owned Master Ankrit Das Son of
Late Avijit Das and Smt. Susmita
Das. The surname of Ankrit Das is
now Ankrit Bag.

NAME CHANGE
I,RAM PRAKSH DIKSHIT S/o PAR-
SURAM DIXIT R/o HOUSE NO-
167, F-1 BLOCK, MANGOL PURI
N.BLOCK P.O. MANGOL PURI. N
DELHI-110083 have Changed my
name from RAM PRAKSH DIKSHIT
to RAM PARKASH DIXIT for all
future Purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, NEETU wife of JC-472825P
Rank- SUB Name- SURESH
CHAND R/o VILL-SALLAHPUR,
PO-HALDOUR, TEHSIL & DIST-
BIJNOR, UTTAR PRADESH-
246726, have changed my name
from NEETU to NEETU RANI for
all future purposes vide Affidavit
Dated 23/04/2026 before Notary
Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, YOGESH KUMAR S/O SHEETAL
PRASAD VERMA R/O 245/30,G1,
SCHOOL BLOCK, MANDAWALI,
DELHI-110092 have changed my
name to YOGESH KUMAR VERMA
for all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, SHEETAL PRASAD S/O BAIG-
NATH VERMA R/O 245/30,G1,
SCHOOL BLOCK, MANDAWALI,
DELHI-110092 have changed my
name to SHEETAL PRASAD VERMA
for all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, PRAVEEN VERMA S/O
MAHAVER PARSAD VERMA resid-
ing at HOUSE NO-50, PHASE-2,
VASUNDHRA RESIDENCY, NEAR
MG WORLD VISION SCHOOL,
MUZAFFARNAGAR, UTTAR
PRADESH,-251001 Have changed
my name to PRAVEEN KUMAR
VERMA for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, GAURA BAI, is legally mother of
Army No. 2810279L, Rank – Hav,
Name – SANTOSH NARAYAN
VADDEBAILKAR, presently residing
at Vill – Garlgunji, Post – Garlgunji,
Teh – Khanapur, Dist – Belgaum,
State – Karnataka, Pin – 591302,
have changed my name from
GAURA BAI to GOURABAI
NARAYAN VADDEBAILKAR and
date of birth from 15/07/1965 to
01/01/1958 for all future purposes.
Vide affidavit dated 08/04/2026
before Public Notary Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, Kumari Shahnaj alias Km Shahnaj
D/O Mohd Aslam R/O H.No F 560/B,
Gali No 18, Khajoori Khas, North
East Delhi, Delhi - 110094, have
changed my name and shall here-
after be known as Km Shahnaj

NAME CHANGE
I, Sanjay Afaria S/O  Karan Singh R/O
Flat No. 411, Sargodha Apartment
Plot No 13, Sector -7, Dwarka,
Dwarka Sec-6, Dwarka Sec-6, Delhi
Cantonment, South West Delhi, Delhi
-110075, have changed the name of
my minor Son Samrat Rao aged 15
years and he shall hereafter be known
as Sammrat Afaria

NAME CHANGE
I, KUSAM LATA W/O KAILASH
CHANDER R/O E-2/172A, GALI NO
4 SHASTRI NAGAR N.W DELHI
110052, CHANGED MY NAME TO
KUSUM LATA.

NAME CHANGE
I,SUDHIR KUMAR VEDI S/O
MANOHAR LAL VEDI R/O B-1/182,
VISHNU GARDEN TILAKNAGAR
DELHI 110018, CHANGED MY
NAME TO SUDHIR KUMAR.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as Upendra Pal
S/O: Matadeen Pal, R/O 141, Gali
No-7C Block, Vikas Kunj, Loni, PO:
Loni, DIST: Ghaziabad, Uttar
Pradesh - 201102, have changed
my name and shall hereafter be
known as Surendar kumar.

NAME CHANGE
I, Divya Chawla W/o Puneet Kumar
R/o House no. 7/3, Indra Vikas
Colony, Dr. Mukherjee Nagar, North
West Delhi, Delhi - 110009 have
changed my name and shall here-
after be known as Divya Punyani

NAME CHANGE
I, PRADEEP KUMAR S/o
MANOHAR LAL MAGGON R/o
H.No.1157, Sector-2, Rohtak,
Haryana-124001, have changed
my name to PRADEEP KUMAR
MAGGON permanently.

NAME CHANGE
I, REKHA w/o Amrish Kumar R/o
11/3, First Floor, Subhash Nagar,
New Delhi-110027, have
changed my name to REKHA
VAID permanently

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that I,
Afshan Siddiqui W/o Aijaz Khan
and M/o Mohd Azan R/o H NO. P-
233, 3RD Floor, Gali No.-2,
Sailing Club Road, Batla House,
Jamia Nagar, Okhla, New Delhi-
110025, declare that my name
was wrongly mentioned Afshan
Khan in my son’s 10th and 12th
class certificate, where as my cor-
rect name is Afshan Siddiqui used
for all purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I,PAWAN KUMAR S/o Pappu
Asawar R/o M/Q-399, CWS
Colony, Indra Market, Jayant
Gopad Banas, Sindhi, Sangrauli,
Madya Pradesh-486090, have
changed my name to PAWAN
KUMAR ASAWAR permanently

NAME CHANGE
I, S M ABU KAISH S/O S M FAIZ
Residing at H NO-F-137,F-Block,
New SEELAMPUR, NORTH EAST
DELHI 110053 have changed my
name to SYED MOHAMMAD ABU
KAISH for all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I REHANA W/O MOHD AKRAM
Residing at  H.no.12A/8D, A- block,
vijay mohalla ,maujpur ,north east
delhi -110053 Have changed my
name to REHANA PARVEEN for all
future purpose

NAME CHANGE
I AKRAM ANSARI S/O ABDUL
HAKIM Hno.12A/8D ,A-block ,
vijay mohalla, maujpur,north east
delhi  -110053  Have changed my
name  to MOHD AKRAM for all
future purpose .

NAME CHANGE
I, MOHAMMAD TAUSEF WASI
S/o MOHAMMAD WASI AHMAD
R/o SINGHI KALAN, ARRAH,
BHOJPUR, BIHAR-802301. have
changed my name to MD
TAUSEF WASI.

NAME CHANGE
I, KANAHIYA LAL S/O DORI LAL
R/O HOUSE NO-1404,1ST FLOOR
L/F, OLD NO-C-482, WAZIR
NAGAR, KOTLA MUBARAKPUR,
SOUTH DELHI, DELHI-110003,
HAVE CHANGED MY NAME TO
KANAHIYA LAL GUPTA S/O DORI
LAL GUPTA FOR ALL FUTURE
PURPOSES

PUBLIC NOTICE
Be it known to all concerned that my
client I, Rajni Verma W/o Late
Ramesh Verma R/O House No.58,
A Block, Ram Datt Enclave, Uttam
Nagar, New Delhi-110059. I have
severed up all my relations with
effect from 23.04.2026 with my son
named Rahul Verma S/O Late
Ramesh Verma and his wife namely
Nisha Yadav in all respects. My
client do hereby disown and disin-
herit my aforesaid son and his wife
from all their moveable and immov-
able properties, Bank Locker and
Pension. My client shall not be
responsible for any act whatsoever
done by them.

SURENDER YADAV
ADVOCATE

DELHI HIGH COURT
ENR NO.1062/06

CH.NO.722,
Lawyers' Chamber Block ,Sector-

10, Dwarka Courts,
New Delhi-110075

Mob No.9990081211

NAME CHANGE
I Sharmishtha W/O Swapan Kundu,
H.NO-30/D. South Delhi, Delhi,
110017 L-BLOCK, SAKET, Malviya
Nagar S.O, South Delhi - 110017
have changed my name Sarmistha
Kundu for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I Komal W/o Vipin Bhardwaj  R/o H.
No.- R-761, Gali No.-2 A, Swatantar
Nagar, Narela, PO: Narela, DIST:
North West Delhi, Delhi-110040
have changed my name Komal
Sharma for all future purposes.

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE is hereby given to public at
large on behalf of my client  Mrs.
Promila in respect of  Built-Up
Property No. C-29/1, area meas-
uring 20 sq. yds. or 16.72 sq.
mtrs., Out of Khasra no. 474,
Khatoni no. 16/19, Situated at
Village Ghonda, Gujran Khadar,
in the abadi of C-Block, Gali no.
1/2, Bhajanpura, Illaqa Shahdara,
Delhi-110053; claiming to have
undisputed ownership.  Now my
client intends sell the property and
in SMFG India Home Finance
Company Limited will provide the
financial assistance If any person(s)
has/have any objection(s) or
claim(s) with respect to the right,
title or interest in the said property
may please contact us within Seven
days from the date of this notice on
the number & address mentioned
herein below, failing which my
client(s) shall not be held responsi-
ble in any manner whatsoever.

Khaitan & Khaitan
Plot No. 100 ,1st floor

Okhla Phase III, New Delhi
Ph. No: 011-49774545

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby given by Mrs.
Puspa who is owner of PID -
1CDD9NK2, Khasra no 1171/1, Gali
no 3, waka siwana mauja, Gurgaon
gaon, Hall colony, Baldev nagar,
Tehsil & district Gurugram, Haryana
vide Sale Deed dated 04.08.2025
which is registered as Vide regd.
doc. no. 5487, book no. 1, vol. no.
130/3246, pages 13.75/82-86, dated
04.08.2025, SR-Gurugram and will
be taking financial assistance from
Truhome Finance Limited. That
the Original Sale Deed dated
14.02.2008 executed by Mrs. Savita
Devi in favour of Mr. Uday Singh in
respect of said property as Vide Doc
No. 26296, Book No.1, Vol No.
9753/832, Pages No. 141/54-55,
dated 14.02.2008, SRO- Gurgaon.
& Original Sale Deed dated
24.05.2010 executed by Mr. Uday
Singh in favour of Mrs. Babita in
respect of said property as Vide Doc
No. 4867, Book No.1, Vol No.
9753/832, Pages No. 140/52-53,
dated 24.05.2010, SRO- Gurgaon,
& Original Sale Deed dated
02.02.2011 executed by Mrs. Babita
in favour of Mrs. Shama Kumari in
respect of said property as Vide Doc
No. 30814, Book No.1, Pages No.
140/52-53, dated 02.02.2011, SRO-
Gurgaon & Original Sale Deed
dated 25.05.2011 executed by Mrs.
Shama Kumari in favour of Mrs.
Renu in respect of said property as
Vide Doc No. 4823, Book No.1, Vol
No. 1307, Pages No. 5/1-4, dated
25.05.2011, SRO- Gurgaon &
Original Sale Deed dated
23.07.2013 executed by Mrs. Renu
in favour of Mrs. Reeta Rani Gaba in
respect of said property as Vide Doc
No. 9887, Book No.1, Vol No.
13046/3036, Pages No. 67/21-22,
dated 23.07.2013, SRO- Gurgaon
are lost/Misplaced. Public is being
warned not to deal with the said doc-
ument. Any person dealing with the
said document would do so at their
own risk & responsibility. Owner
shall not be liable in any manner
whatsoever for any loss incurred by
such person. If anybody found these
document or notice any misuse of
the above mentioned document,
Concern person is required to com-
municate in writing to the under-
signed at below address.

Khaitan & Khaitan
Plot No. 100 ,1st floor

Okhla Phase III, New Delhi
Ph. No: 011-49774545

NAME CHANGE
I, Pinki Devi  W/O: Veer Singh, R/O
chipiyana khurd tigri, Noida,
Gautam Buddha Nagar,Uttar
Pradesh - 201301, have changed
the name of my minor son Rishank
aged 9 years and he shall here-
after be known as Ishang.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto Known as TUSHAR
KAUDINYA alias NARAYAN
TUSHAR KAUDINYA S/o SUREN-
DRA PAL SHARMA residing at
USB -288, Chander Vihar
,Mandawali ,East Delhi ,Delhi
110092 have changed my name
and shall hereafter be known as
NARAYAN TUSHAR KAUDINYA .

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that I
ARUN KUMAR SHARMA S/o
INDERJEET SHARMA , Residing at
1/ 4828 ,Gali No.-13 , Balbir Nagar
Extension , PO - Shahdara, Dist.-
Shahdara, Delhi - 110032 declare
that the name of my Wife has been
Wrongly written as RITU SHARMA
alias REKHA SHARMA in my
Service Record . The actual name of
my wife is RITU  SHARMA , which
may be amended accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
I, hitherto known as MUKESH DEVI
W/O KULDEEP R/O H-20, 5th
FLOOR, H-BLOCK, POCKET-4,
DWARKA SECTOR-16B, PO-
KAKROLA, DIST-SOUTH WEST
DELHI, DELHI-110078, have
changed my name and shall hereafter
be known as MUKESH KUMARI.

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that I,
RAJENDER PRASAD VIJARANIA
S/O BALWANT SINGH, R/O C-347,
SARASWATI VIHAR, PITAMPU-
RA, NORTH WEST DELHI, DELHI-
110034, declare that name of my
mine and my wife has been wrong-
ly written as RAJENDER PRASAD
and KRISHNA in my PPO NO-
684471001575..   The actual name
of my mine and my wife are
RAJENDER PRASAD VIJARANIA
and KRISHNA VIJARANIA, which
may be amended accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
I, hitherto known as PANKAJ S/O
UTTAM CHAND R/O H NO-1055,
GALI HEERA NAND, MALIWARA,
CHANDNI CHOWK, NORTH
DELHI, DELHI-110006 have
changed my name and shall here-
after be known as PANKAJ JAIN.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PUBLIC NOTICE
This is to inform the general public
that of Shiv Kumari Memorial
Academy through its manager Mr.
Krishna Gopal Tiwari, is the owner of
Non-Agriculture Land area measur-
ing 0.176 Hect., out of 0.190
Hectare, out of Ghata No. 802,
Situated in the Village Tiktha, Tehsil
Mahmudabad, Distt. Sitapur, U.P..
(hereinafter referred to as the "Said
Property") Ownership of the Said
Property is based on a Sale Deed
registered as doc no. 6081, in book
no. 01. Vol. no. 4641, on Page no.
195-214, on dated 26.11.2019,
SRO- Mahmudabad. Further, Shiv
Kumari Memorial Academy has
mortgaged the Said Property to
Unity Small Finance Bank Ltd.,
located at 102 Sky High, Park Road,
Hazratganj, Lucknow, U.P. - 226001,
as security for a loan/credit facility.
The charge of Unity Small Finance
Bank Ltd. on the Said Property con-
tinues to subsist. If any person(s)
objection & regarding subject prop-
erty, then kindly may submit his/her
objection within 07 days from the
date of the Notice in writing. The
said objection may be kindly sent to
the undersigned by way of the
Registered Post on the address
given below and by E-mail. failing
which, the claim as per aforesaid
shall be treated as null and void in
respect of the subject property.

[ASHWANI KUMAR]
Advocate

Chamber No. 122,
Tehsil Compound, 

Ghaziabad, U.P.
kumar2021ashwani@gmail.com
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Sheikh Hasina.According to police following day. On Wednesday 
and local sources, a group of afternoon, a group of 30 to 35 people 
unidentified individuals allegedly found his body hanging from a tree in a 
called Nayan out of his residence in remote hilly area east of the temple and 

informed police.Police recovered the 
body, which had a scarf wrapped 
around the neck, and sent it to Cox’s 
Bazar General Hospital morgue for an 
a u t o p s y . O f f i c e r - i n - C h a r g e  
Mohammad Samiuddin of Cox’s 
Bazar Sadar Model Police Station said JERUSALEM.(Agency) 
the postmortem report would  A temple caretaker who had been 
determine whether the death was a missing for three days was found dead 
murder or suicide. “Police are in a hilly area in Bangladesh's Sadar 
working to uncover the mystery Upazila on Wednesday, Daily Sun 
behind the incident,” he said.However, reported citing police.The victim, 
a temple associate, requesting identified as Nayan Das, 35, was from 
anonymity, alleged that Nayan might the Khurushkul area around 9 pm on Sa tkania  and  worked  a t  the  
have been killed and later hanged, Sunday. He went missing soon after. Pulishshora Ghona Naag Panchami 
claiming there were injury marks on Family members filed a general diary Temple in Khurushkhul Union.
his neck.Jony Dhar, general secretary (internal police record of daily station This is the first reported incident of a 
of the Cox’s Bazar Puja Udjapan events) with Cox’s Bazar Sadar Model Hindu killing in Bangladesh after 
Parishad, said, citing the family, that Police Station on Monday night after general elections were held earlier this 
Nayan had left home on April 19 after failing to locate him.Locals and year. The country has witnessed 
being cal led by unident i f ied Nayan’s colleagues began searching several killings of Hindus since the 
individuals and never returned.for him in the surrounding areas the ousting of former Prime Minister 

NEWS BOX

Iran says won't reopen Hormuz as long as US blockade remains

Missing for 3 days, Bangladesh temple 
caretaker's body found hanging from tree

A look at China's behind-
the-scenes role in Iran war 
diplomacy

Iran rejects Trump’s claim of 
‘fractured’ leadership, calls 

remarks propaganda
DALLAS.(Agency) 

Iran on Wednesday dismissed US President Donald 
Trump’s claim that its leadership is “seriously 
fractured”, accusing him of spreading falsehoods and 
engaging in propaganda amid ongoing tensions over a 
ceasefire and negotiations.Responding to the claim, 
S e y y e d  M e h d i  Ta b a t a b a e i ,  D e p u t y  o f  
Communications and Information Dissemination in 
the office of the President of Iran, said that assertions 
of division among Iran's leadership are part of an 
"enemy's unplayed political and propaganda 
game."In a post on X, Tabatabaei emphasised unity 
within the country, stating, "The line of discord and 
division among the country's highest officials is the 
enemy's unplayed political and propaganda game 
against Iran. The unity and consensus among the field, 
the street, and diplomacy these days is unprecedented 
and exemplary."He further criticised the US, in a 
veiled reference, saying, "Instead of weaving lies, 
they should cease their breaches of promise, bullying, 
and deceit; the door to negotiation based on fairness, 
dignity, and rationality remains open."

The remarks came after Trump, in a post on Truth Social, 
claimed that divisions within Iran's leadership had 
prompted a request to delay potential military action 
against the country.On Tuesday, Trump announced 
the extension of the ceasefire with Iran, citing the 
need to allow Tehran's leadership more time to 
formulate a unified proposal for negotiations.Trump, 
in his post, stated that the decision followed concerns 
over internal divisions within Iran's government and 
appeals from international stakeholders.Based on the 
fact that the Government of Iran is seriously fractured, 
not unexpectedly so and, upon the request of Field 
Marshal Asim Munir, and Prime Minister Shehbaz 
Sharif, of Pakistan, we have been asked to hold our 
Attack on the Country of Iran until their leaders and 
representatives can come up with a unified proposal," 
the post read.Trump further said he had directed the 
US military to continue a blockade while extending 
the ceasefire, adding that forces would "remain ready 
and able" until Iran presents a unified proposal and 
discussions are concluded."I have therefore directed 
our Military to continue the Blockade and, in all other 
respects, remain ready and able, and will therefore 
extend the Ceasefire until such time as their proposal 
is submitted, and discussions are concluded, one way 
or the other," the post added.However, diplomatic 
signals from Iran indicate conditions for restarting 
negotiations. Iranian Ambassador to the United 
Nations Amir Saeid Iravani said that Tehran is willing 
to resume talks only after the United States ends its 
naval blockade of Iranian ports, which Iran considers 
a violation of the ceasefire deal.

WORLD

At least 10 killed in Pakistan 
mining project attack

QUETTA. (Agency) 
A group of militants killed at least 10 people at a copper 

and gold mining project in Pakistan's southwestern 
Balochistan province, officials said on Thursday, the 
latest violence in a region facing an armed separatist 
movement.About 40 militants on motorcycles and 
other vehicles stormed the mining project site of 
Pakistani company National Resources Private 
Limited (NRL) in the Darigwan area of Chagai 
district on Wednesday."The attack left ten people 
dead, including seven workers and three security 
personnel," a local administration official told AFP 
on condition of anonymity as he was not authorised to 
speak to the media."There are unconfirmed reports 
that militants also took some employees hostage," he 
added.A local police official, also speaking on 
condition of anonymity, confirmed the details of the 
attack to AFP.The company acknowledged the attack 
late Wednesday, saying security forces responded 
"promptly and have secured the area".No group 
claimed responsibility, but local ethnic separatist 
groups have intensified their attacks in the region in 
recent years, including on mining projects.

Pakistan's poorest province and largest by landmass, 
Balochistan lags behind the rest of the country in 
almost every index, including education, 
employment and economic development.Baloch 
separatists accuse Pakistan's government of 
exploiting the province's natural gas and abundant 
mineral resources without benefiting the local 
population.The Baloch Liberation Army (BLA), the 
province's most active armed separatist group, in 
February launched a string of coordinated attacks 
across the region that killed more than 190 people.

Separatists have in the past killed workers based on 
their ethnicity, targeting ethnic Punjabis and Sindhis 
and accusing them of being outsiders to the province.

Under orders from Trump, the 
US Navy is attempting to block 
vessels heading to or from 
Iranian ports, seeking to ramp 
up pressure on the Iranian 
economy even without all-out 
war.

Amal Khalil was covering 
renewed Israel-Hezbollah 
fighting that began in early 
March amid a wider regional war, 
and had taken shelter in a house 
in al-Tiri after an earlier Israeli 
strike hit near her vehicle.

Lebanese journalist killed as Israeli strike 
hits house where she sought cover

A temple caretaker in Bangladesh, 
missing for three days after being 

called out by unidentified 
individuals, was found hanging from 

a tree in a remote hilly area of  
Cox's Bazar.

observers saw as a face-saving way to "A complete ceasefire only has 
avoid renewed war.Trump told the meaning if it is not violated through a 
New York Post that talks could resume naval blockade," said Iranian 
in Pakistan within two to three days, parliament speaker Mohammad 
even though Iran has not confirmed Bagher Ghalibaf, who led Tehran's 
participation and Vice President JD delegation in the first round of talks in 
Vance put on hold his travel to Islamabad.
Islamabad on Tuesday.Trump also "Reopening the Strait of Hormuz is not 
claimed that Iran at his request had 
halted alleged plans to execute eight 
women arrested over massive anti-
government protests in the weeks 
before the attack.But Iran's judiciary 

BEIRUT.(Agency) described his remarks as "false news", 
Iran vowed Wednesday not to reopen the saying the women had never faced the 

Strait of Hormuz so long as a US naval d e a t h  p e n a l t y . I r a n ' s  e l i t e  
blockade remained in place despite a Revolutionary Guards said they 
ceasefire extension, as it announced forced two ships to the Iranian shore 

possible amid a blatant violation of the the seizure of two ships trying to cross from the Strait of Hormuz, the narrow 
ceasefire."Oil prices, which have the strategic waterway.As the clock gateway for one-fifth of the world's 
soared since Israel and the United ticked for a return to the war that has oil."The Islamic Revolutionary Guard 
States attacked Iran on February 28, engulfed the region, US President Corps naval force this morning 
kept inching up from the uncertainty Donald Trump had said Tuesday he identified and stopped in the Strait of 
on whether war will resume, although would maintain the truce to allow Hormuz two violating ships," the 
US stock prices gained ground.Trump more time for Pakistani-brokered Guards said in a statement.They 
had said he wanted to give time for peace talks.Iran said it welcomed the identified the vessels as the Panama-
Iran's "fractured" leadership to come efforts by Pakistan but made no other flagged container ship MSC Francesca 
up with a proposal, in what many comment on Trump's announcement. and the Liberia-flagged Epaminondas.

the conflict in Lebanon between Israel and strike.Israel’s military said individuals in between Israeli and Lebanese officials in 
the Lebanese Hezbollah militant group that the village had violated the ceasefire, Washington on extending the ceasefire that 
resumed in early March, in the shadow of endangering its troops. Israel denied that it went into effect last Friday.Khalil, who was 
the US-Israeli war in Iran. She took cover targets journalists or that it prevented from southern Lebanon, had been covering 
in the house in al-Tiri after an earlier the area since 2006 for al-Akhbar. 
Israeli airstrike hit near the car she Her latest reporting was about 
was traveling in with another Israeli demolitions of Lebanese 
colleague.The Lebanese health homes in villages where Israeli 
ministry said the first strike killed troops are now positioned inside 
two people. A second Israeli strike Lebanon.Her death brings to nine 
then hit the house in al-Tiri where the number of journalists killed in 
Khalil and her colleague Zeinab Faraj Lebanon so far this year. 
had taken cover.At first, rescue At least 2,300 people have been 
workers were able to get to Faraj, killed in Israeli strikes and more 
who was seriously wounded, and than 1 million displaced since the 
retrieve the bodies of two killed in the latest Israel-Hezbollah war Beirut. (Agency)  
first airstrike. But they were fired on erupted on March 2.Earlier on A Lebanese journalist was killed Wednesday 
by Israeli forces so they were forced Wednesday, Reporters Without in an Israeli airstrike on a house in southern 
to halt attempts to reach Khalil, the Borders called for international Lebanon where she had taken cover while rescue teams from reaching the area. It said 
ministry said.Khalil remained under the pressure on the Israeli army to allow reporting on the Israel-Hezbollah war. Her the incident was under review.“Killing of 
rubble for hours before the Lebanese army, Khalil’s rescue. Committee to Protect body was only retrieved from the rubble journalists is a crime and a flagrant 
civil defense and the Lebanese Red Cross Journalists expressed its “outrage” at the hours later, rescue workers said.The daily violation of international and humanitarian 
were able to get to the scene hours later. apparent targeting of the two journalists Al-Akhbar newspaper says its reporter law,” said Lebanon’s Information Minister 
Khalil’s body was retrieved shortly before and warned the obstruction of rescue Amal Khalil was killed in the southern Paul Morcos.Khalil’s death comes on the 
midnight, at least six hours after the efforts “may amount to a war crime.village of al-Tiri.Khalil had been covering eve of the second round of direct talks 

deliberately delaying repairs — an the EU funds for Ukraine later Thursday, BRATISLAVA.(Agency) The 27-nation EU had originally intended to 
allegation that Ukrainian President just as EU leaders gather for a summit in use frozen Russian assets as collateral for The flow of Russian oil to Slovakia through 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy denied.Fico said Cyprus.Ukraine desperately needs the 90 the loan. But that option was blocked by the Druzhba pipeline that crosses Ukraine 
Thursday he still didn’t believe the billion euro ($106 billion) loan package, Belgium, where the bulk of the frozen has resumed, Slovak Economy Minister 
pipeline was damaged at all and assets are held.In December, Denisa Saková said Thursday, a 
alleged that the pipeline and oil “were the Czech Republic, Hungary breakthrough in an issue that has caused a 
used in the current geopolitical and Slovakia agreed not to major diplomatic spat in Europe.The 
battle.”Ukraine and most of its stop their EU partners from development is expected to unblock a large 
European backers oppose imports of borrowing the money on financial assistance package for war-
Russian oil which have helped to fund international markets as long ravaged Ukraine.Populist Slovak Prime 
Russian President Vladimir Putin’s as the three countries did not Minister Robert Fico welcomed the 
war against Ukraine, now in its fifth have to take part in the development, calling it “good news.”
year. But unlike the rest of the scheme.“Let’s hope a serious relation between 
European Union, Hungary and But Orbán, who has repeatedly Ukraine and the European Union has been 
Slovakia still depend on Russia for blocked EU aid to Ukraine, established,” Fico said. He thanked all 
their energy needs. angered the other 24 countries those involved in solving the issue, 

For two months, the two countries have by later reneging on that deal including the European Commission and 
accused Ukraine of failing to repair the over the pipeline dispute and Hungary.Hungary and Slovakia were 
damaged pipeline. Citing the issue, as campaigning heated up locked in a feud with Ukraine since Russian 
Hungary blocked a massive EU loan to ahead of the April 12 election oil deliveries to Hungary and Slovakia 
Ukraine while Slovakia refused to that he lost in a landslide.through the pipeline were halted in January 
endorse new sanctions against Russia after the pipeline was damaged.Ukrainian The EU has also been trying 
until the supplies resumed.The flow originally agreed in December, to prop up officials blamed the damage on Russian since February to push through a new raft of 
resumed after three months at 2 a.m. its war-ravaged economy and help keep drone attacks.Hungary’s nationalist Prime sanctions against Russia, which Hungary 
Thursday, the Slovak economy ministry Russian forces at bay for the ext two years.Minister Viktor Orbán, who was recently and Slovakia have blocked due to the oil 
said, lifting a major obstacle to approving defeated in an election, accused Ukraine of feud.Delayed deals

Russian oil to Slovakia resumes flowing 
through pipeline that crosses Ukraine

BANGKOK.(Agency) 
 China's role as an unofficial mediator in the latest war 

in West Asia is drawing attention across the world as 
it seeks to project the image of being a responsible 
global power, while US actions are straining its long-
standing alliances.China's profile in international 
diplomacy has risen in recent years, thanks to active 
efforts from its diplomats. Long reluctant to get 
involved in conflicts far from its borders, it has 
nevertheless emerged as a major player with attempts 
to mediate conflicts from Southeast Asia to 
Europe.With the Iran war, Beijing is not an official 
mediator, but all parties — including Washington and 
Tehran — say it has played an important role in trying 
to de-escalate the conflict.

Experts say Beijing's strategies for diplomacy in 
multiple conflicts have looked similar and have had 
mixed success in influencing negotiations, but the 
efforts come at an opportune time, as US actions 
under President Donald Trump have increased 
tensions with traditional diplomatic allies.

In the Iran war, experts say, China's close economic and 
political ties to Tehran put it in a unique position of 
influence as the conflict hurts the global energy 
supply, especially in Asia.Trump says China 
encouraged Iran to negotiate ceasefire

Trump has said he believes China helped encourage 
Iran to negotiate the fragile ceasefire that he has now 
extended.Diplomats told The Associated Press that 
Beijing, the biggest purchaser of sanctioned Iranian 
oil, used its leverage to urge the Iranians back to the 
negotiating table for historic face-to-face talks in 
Pakistan earlier this month.Beijing has not confirmed 
that account, likely because it does not want to be 
seen as part of a US-led security framework, said 
Yaqi Li, a researcher at the S. 

Pentagon assessment says 
clearing Hormuz Strait 
mines could take six months

WASHINGTON.(Agency)
A Pentagon assessment said it could take six months to 

completely clear the Strait of Hormuz of Iranian-laid 
mines, which could keep oil prices high, the 
Washington Post reported on Wednesday.

Iran has all but blocked the vital waterway since the 
start of a war with the United States and Israel, sharply 
driving up oil and gas prices and disrupting the global 
economy.The strait -- through which one-fifth of the 
world's oil and gas passes in peacetime -- has 
remained largely closed during a shaky ceasefire, 
with the US imposing its own blockade.

Even if hostilities end and the blockade lifts, it could 
take months to clear the waterway of mines, 
according to a Pentagon assessment, the Washington 
Post reported, citing officials close to the discussion.

The assessment added that it was unlikely such an 
operation would begin before the end of the war.

The six-month estimate was shared with members of 
the House Armed Services Committee during a 
classified briefing, the Post reported.Lawmakers 
were told that Iran may have placed 20 or more mines 
in and around the strait, some floated remotely using 
GPS technology which makes them harder to detect, 
according to the report.AFP has contacted the 
Department of Defense for comment.Pentagon 
spokesman Sean Parnell told the Washington Post 
that its information was "inaccurate."Iran's 
Revolutionary Guards have warned of a "danger 
zone" covering 1,400 square kilometres -– 14 times 
the size of Paris –- where mines may be present.

Iran's parliament speaker said the Islamic republic 
would not reopen the strait as long as the US naval 
blockade remained.A spokesman for German 
transportation giant Hapag-Lloyd cautioned last 
week that shippers needed details on viable routes as 
they remain fearful of mines.When the Hormuz strait 
briefly reopened at the start of the ceasefire this 
month, only a few ships trickled through amid fears of 
attacks or mines.Earlier in April, the US Navy said its 
ships transited the waterway to begin removing the 
mines, but that claim was denied by Iran's 
Revolutionary Guard, which threatened any military 
vessels attempting to cross the channel.
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cybersecurity. If powerful AI can identify POPE Leo XIV’s recent warning that artificial 
vulnerabilities, automate attacks or enable fraud on intelligence can fuel “polarisation, conflict, 
banking networks, the consequences could extend fear and violence” deserves global attention. 
far beyond the digital world. Financial panic, At a time when AI is celebrated for speed, 
disrupted payments and shaken public confidence convenience and innovation, the Pope has 
can destabilise societies as surely as political reminded the world that technology without 
propaganda can. There is also an environmental ethics can become dangerous. AI is not 
price. AI’s rapid expansion depends on vast data inherently evil, but neither is it neutral. Its 
centres and minerals such as cobalt and lithium, impact depends on how humans choose to 
often extracted at heavy ecological and human design, deploy and regulate it. Recent events 
cost.Yet rejecting AI is neither possible nor wise. validate his concerns. Across elections 
Used responsibly, it can revolutionise medicine, worldwide, AI-generated deepfakes and 
education, disaster response and productivity. The cloned voices have been used to spread 
real challenge is governance. Governments must falsehoods, confuse voters and weaken trust 
create robust laws, companies must embed in democratic institutions. Fraudsters have 
transparency and safety into their systems and also used voice-cloning tools to impersonate 
citizens must build digital literacy. International family members or officials, tricking victims 
cooperation is equally essential. The defining into handing over money. What once required misinformation. Warnings surrounding Anthropic’s 

question of this age is not whether machines can think, skill and resources can now be done cheaply and at advanced AI model Mythos show that the next frontier 
but whether humans can act responsibly.scale.The anxiety is no longer confined to may involve threats to financial systems and 

Gulf  chokepoint and 
shifting energy order

Hormuz hurdle impedes peace push

Humanity first: Heed Pope’s warning on AI misuse

Financial markets staged a cautious relief rally as oil 
prices retreated from recent highs. Perception and 
reality alternate to reflect the temperament amid 
high volatility. The shuttering at the Strait of 
Hormuz was always plausible as Iran’s defensive 
salvo and was forecast to precipitate a deeper crisis 
than that of the 1970s. An incessant global energy 
insecurity, resting on a shaky and contentious 
opening of the passage, could set the stage for 
stagflation.A flashback to December 17, 2010 in 
Tunisia, a North African nation, a short distance 
across the Mediterranean from Europe. Police 
harassment and humiliation of a street vendor 
outside the governor’s office in the town of Sidi 
Bouzid led him to self-immolate. His death in 
January 2011 was the beginning of the Arab 
Spring. The initial pro-democracy protests in 
Tunisia reverberated through Egypt, Syria, 
Morocco, Algeria and other parts of North Africa. 
Social violence and civil wars erupted in Libya 
and Yemen, eventually deposing the rulers of the 
two oil-rich nations and resulting in major 
production outages. The oil price flare cast a 
shadow of uncertainty and financial insecurity 
over global economies for the next three years.

At a formal meeting of the Organization of 
Petroleum Exporting Countries members in June 
2011, Iran, under sanctions on its oil, dissented 
from increasing the group’s production. Saudi 
Arabia, at the time, unilaterally decided to increase 
its output by 1 million barrels per day to make up 
for the loss of Libyan light crude and stabilise the 
market, as the UAE also released more oil to ease 
prices.Oil lingered above $100 for the next three 
years, as Brent averaged around $108 in 2013. 
Global supplies flowed unhindered, and by the end 
of 2014, prices declined almost 50 percent, 
touching $62, as US Shale production surged.In 
sharp contrast, restraints at the strait, impeding the 
Gulf’s oil and gas transit, shall permanently reset 
global energy and politico-economic equations. 

Conveniently interpreting the recent protests in the 
Islamic Republic as a replay of the mood of the 
populace at the time of the Arab Spring, the US-
Israel duo saw enough ground to defend “freedom 
for the people” of Iran. Resting on the rhetoric of 
regime change, they sought to primarily derail 
Tehran’s nuclear ambitions. Unfortunately, the 
military action may have succeeded in isolating 
the West from the Iranian masses, who are 
confounded by Donald Trump’s “help is on its 
way” call, followed by death and devastation 
inflicted by the US-Israel bombing in the midst of 
negotiations.

The Islamic Republic derives around 60 percent of 
its budget revenue from oil and gas. Though 
employment in the oil sector, direct and indirect, is 
estimated at around 4 percent of the working force, 
the industrial and mining sectors provide jobs to 
35 percent, as per 2023 World Bank estimates.

The war has resulted in extensive damage to Iran’s 
energy, industrial and civilian infrastructure. Hits 
at the South Pars and Mahshahr petrochemical 
hubs damaged facilities responsible for 85 percent 
of the Republic’s petrochemical exports. A 
prolonged conflict shall dent trade relations with 
its neighbours and constrict long-term business 
opportunities for the ailing economy.A vast 
portion of its population lives in dire financial 
hardship and an estimated 55 percent of retirees do 
not receive any pension. As the senselessly 
inflicted war scales down subsidised State 
welfare, it shall whip up emotions of retribution 
for the West. The image of misplaced trust shall 
thus flip the ‘survival’ card and resurrect populist 
support for the nuclear programme.Shadow fleets 
are reported to have conveyed around 1.1 to 1.5 
million bpd of Iranian oil through the strait in 
March, mostly destined for China. Though resting 
on a fragile and obscure system, it has thus far 
prevented a sharp supply shock and substantially 
filled Iran’s coffers. Partially compensating for its 
sea-bound supply loss at the strait, Saudi Aramco’s 
East-West Pipeline (built during the 1980s Iran-
Iraq war) .

ZWhere traditional politicians trade in credibility (fragile or fluctuating), Trump deals in defiance. He pre-
bunks every critique, pre-labels every attack, and also pre-loads every scandal into a persecution playlist

naval blockade of Iranian ports in place and the IRGC dilemma is that while the right of transit passage through FIELD Marshal Syed Asim Munir, the Pakistani Army 
seeking to impose its own regulations for transit. No international straits (such as Hormuz) without Chief and principal power-broker in his country, led a 
ships transited the Strait on April 19.The Iranian position restrictions or tolls is the bedrock of international trade, delegation to Tehran last week as part of mediation 
is firm — the Strait “will not remain open” while the US who can and will ensre compliance amid the ongoing efforts to resolve the US-Iran conflict. The first round of 
blockade continues. This impasse will adversely impact war?Invoking the sanctity of international law to censure talks (April 11-12) in Islamabad, held after the 
energy security for major oil importers dependent on Tehran is an indefensible position when the US and Israel announcement of a fragile ceasefire for a two-week 
Hormuz. This includes all major economies, barring the have torn the law book to shreds while embarking upon period, had collapsed. The ceasefire is set to expire on 
US and Russia. their unprovoked war against Iran on February 28. April 22.Pakistan’s role as a facilitator of direct talks 

The EU, China, Japan and India are among those most Pushed to the wall and having been subjected to intense between the US and Iran has received considerable 
affected. At a meeting in Paris (April 17), convened by aerial bombing and relentless destruction of global praise. Munir — US President Donald Trump’s 
France and the UK — India attended it as an observer — infrastructure — death toll in excess of 3,000, including “favourite” Field Marshal — has emerged as the 
a consensus was reached regarding the Strait and the schoolchildren, and the threat of erasure as a ‘civilisation’ unlikely but much acclaimed negotiator, even though his 
need to ensure unhindered “transit passage”, as — the Iranian government has used its only significant close links with top leaders of Iran’s Islamic 
envisioned by international law and customary maritime lever: control of Hormuz.Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) have been noted 
practice.The joint statement issued by French President The current tactical challenge is to remove the mines that with some disquiet in US intelligence circles.

have been laid by Iran to thwart a However, the Tehran talks, which 
ground invasion by US troops. Over concluded on April 17, have not reduced 
the past few weeks, many of these tensions around the Strait of Hormuz. 
mines, reportedly laid in a haphazard Conflicting statements have been made 
manner, have shifted. This makes the by Iranian and US leaders.On April 17, 
mine-clearance efforts all the more Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas 
complicated.In the interim, Trump has Araghchi announced that the Strait was 
announced that a substantive deal with “completely open” to commercial 
Iran is on the anvil and that he may vessels for the remainder of the ceasefire 
visit Islamabad to reach closure with period. He also indicated that this was 
characterist ic fanfare — and linked to the Israel-Lebanon truce. 
strengthen his claim to the Nobel Tehran presented this opening as a 
Peace Prize?While such an outcome goodwill gesture following Pakistani 
would be welcome and mark an end to mediation and the broader de-escalation 
a war that was unleashed more to efforts. The impact on the oil market was 
advance Israeli PM Benjamin immediate — Brent crude fell by 10 per 
Netanyahu’s personal interests, it is cent to below $100 per barrel.President 
unlikely that Iran will agree to the Trump initially welcomed the Iranian 
draconian US demands related to the statement enthusiastically, adding that 
nuclear issue.the Strait was “fully open and ready for 

In an unusual move, Trump has rebuked business”, but with a caveat. He 
Israel for its continued offensive reiterated that the US naval blockade of 
against Lebanon, where the death toll Iranian ships and ports would remain in 
has reached almost 2,300. In a social full force until a comprehensive deal — 
media post, the US President asserted: including the contentious nuclear issue 
“Israel will not be bombing Lebanon — was reached.
any longer. They are PROHIBITED Predictably, Iran reversed its position. On 
from doing so by the USA. Enough is April 18, the IRGC declared that the 

Emmanuel Macron and UK Prime Minister Keir Starmer enough.” Will Netanyahu come to heel?control of Hormuz had “returned to its previous state.” 
underlined “the determination of the international Trump has announced that if Tehran does not reopen the This meant a return to the restricted passage monitored 
community to support freedom of navigation, to stand up Strait of Hormuz, the bombs will drop again. His warning by the IRGC due to the continuing US blockade, which 
for international law, and to protect global economic regarding the ceasefire: “Maybe I won’t extend it, but the Tehran called a “breach of trust.”
stability and energy security.”The statement welcomed blockade is going to remain. So you have a blockade, and Regrettably, there have been reports of IRGC gunboats 
the Iranian announcement to reopen the Strait, but unfortunately we’ll have to start dropping bombs again.”firing on merchant vessels, including two Indian-
subsequent events have upended this optimistic note. If Munir can convincingly square this prickly circle, he flagged tankers attempting to transit the Strait, without 
How the global community responds to the Iranian might well be in the running for a peace prize, competing full Iranian coordination or approval. These ships were 
stance remains indeterminate at this stage.The central with his current mentor!forced to turn back. Hormuz remains tense, with a US 

Pakistan remains at the forefront of mediation as Iran-US ceasefire nears its end

"resolved quietly" if the victim cooperates and, if secrecy to follow. It's a simple, transformative solution that CONSIDER a person who dedicates decades to working 
is maintainedThe word 'confidential' is weaponised with immediately stalls large money transfers.and serving the nation and family, saving every rupee 

For transfers of Rs 1 lakh or more by senior citizens, a surgical intent. Isolating the victim from the family is the carefully, retiring with pride, owning a modest home, 
second OTP is sent to both the account holder and a very cornerstone of the scheme. A frightened older adult, only to have his hard-earned lifelong savings wiped out 
trusted family member. Funds are transferred only after alone and too ashamed to reach out to his or her children, by a single phone call. This is a lived reality across India 
both codes are entered, preventing fraudsters from can be held captive in front of a screen for days. In one for thousands of senior citizens who are targeted by 
bypassing family alerts: "Your father/mother is Gurugram case, a victim was kept on a video call for 10 cyber criminals, exploiting technology for financial 
attempting to transfer Rs 3 lakh. Currently, seniors aged consecutive days and Rs 79 lakh was transferred across theft.Recognising these threats, the Supreme Court has 
60 and above can enrol voluntarily. Making it 40 mule accounts — money that vanished within summoned the Reserve Bank of India and major banks, 
mandatory for those aged 75 and above is under minutes through a "dark room" overseas mafia operated labelling the crime as "absolute robbery." The Prime 
consideration. Haryana is the first state with this model, remotely out of Taiwan.Investigations have also traced Minister also highlighted the issue in one of his episodes scams have been arrested, 35 FIRs filed in deportation-

and its results may shape national policy.these networks to Cambodia, Myanmar, Pakistan, of Mann Ki Baat.The financial and human toll of the linked cases, many SIMs blocked and devices tracked, 
Vietnam, and China. Covert operations by the Haryana crime is staggering. The scale of the issue is significant. Dual-OTP authentication is a part of a broader, multi-and mule accounts dismantled. Active operations 
Police's cyber wing have uncovered startling findings: Digital arrest fraud, where scammers pose as law layered strategy. Each police official keeps a list of at against overseas networks continue.
last year, 4,500 people from Haryana alone travelled to enforcement officers on video calls to extort money, has least 60 senior citizens in his/her respective beat and The damage from these crimes underscores the need for 
Thailand under suspicious circumstances, with evidence spread nationwide. No law or recognised authority directly educates them about current scam techniques. stronger solutions. In the first quarter of 2026 alone, 
pointing to forged passports, donkey routes and allows individuals to be "arrested" via a video call. In Bank staff — often the last line of defence — are being digital arrest scams in Haryana resulted in losses of Rs 
organised scam centres where young Indians are 2024, as many as 1,23,000 digital arrest fraud cases were trained to spot and report large withdrawals by elder 10.78 crore — with HDFC Bank customers losing Rs 
trafficked and coerced into cyber slavery.officially reported, resulting in financial losses of Rs customers.The national cybercrime helpline, 1930, is 3.63 crore, Bank of Baroda customers Rs 2.13 crore and 

Haryana is not merely a passive victim. Several regions 1,935 crore — almost triple the losses suffered in 2022. available for reporting incidents and authorities state SBI customers losing Rs 1.71 crore. Records show that 
within the state have become active nodes in a Across all types of digital fraud, more than Rs 54,000 that prompt action has led to significant recoveries. most victims are senior citizens. Their trust in authority 
nationwide cybercrime network. Areas such as Nuh, crore was reported lost from April 2021 to November Looking ahead, AI-powered alerts for unusual — not naivety — makes them vulnerable. Having grown 
Bhiwani, Palwal, Hatangaon, Manota and Hasanpur 2025.As DGP of the Haryana Police, I reviewed the transactions may offer greater protection, but human up respecting institutions, they view the uniform as a 
have emerged as significant centres of cybercrime. issue with all stakeholders. We concluded that halting vigilance remains crucial.Family members must stay symbols of safety. Their accumulated savings and 
Gurugram, due to its extensive financial infrastructure, immediate fund transfers was essential. connected regularly with their elderly parents, beyond isolation when contacted make them prime targets for 

festivals and birthdays. Be aware of their banking serves as both a primary target for high-value fraud and a These scams are highly organised, led by international fraudsters.A review of hundreds of cases shows that 
activities, protect their passwords and remind them that base for organised criminal operations.A 24-year-old criminal networks. Victims receive calls from people isolation is the common thread behind these scams' 
no government agency ever arrests or demands money woman from Gujarat was recently apprehended at the impersonating authorities from the TRAI, CBI, ED, success. If any trusted contact intervenes, the scam 
over video calls. Vigilance by police officials and Delhi airport for operating from Cambodia for a FedEx, Customs or the police. The caller usually claims usually fails — criminals are thwarted when secrecy or 
bankers can protect senior citizens from major losses. Chinese-run syndicate, which maintains a direct that the victim's Aadhaar card has been misused, that a fear is broken.This understanding has led to India's first 
Fraudsters thrive on secrecy. Families and law connection to the digital arrest racket. To counter this, the suspicious parcel bears their name, or that a linked bank dual-OTP authentication for senior citizens. It is an 
enforcement are now forming a united defence. Only Haryana Police have mounted a multi-faceted response: account has received illegal funds. An arrest warrant, effort by the Haryana Police in collaboration with HDFC 
collective action can help prevent cybercrime.nine recruiters channelling youth into Southeast Asian they warn, has been issued — but the matter can be Bank. Similar collaborations with more banks are likely 

How to save senior citizens from cyber scams

India, which will host the 2030 Commonwealth Games and has set its sights on the 2036 Olympics, must go all out to improve its image



Remote-control exam scam busted in Delhi’s Dwarka
New Delhi: The Delhi Police claimed to have busted an organised cheating racket involved in manipulating online entrance

exams through remote access and outsourced paper solvers in Dwarka, leading to the arrest of the key accused and the deten-
tion of 32 students, an official said. Acting on a tip-off about suspicious activities at a building identified as "Happy Homes" in
Dwarka, a police team raided the place and found several people there, he said. The arrested kingpin was identified as Harsh
Vardhan (28), a resident of Patna, Bihar. During questioning, Harsh Vardhan allegedly confessed to running the racket that
arranged candidates to appear in entrance examinations of a reputed management institute in Mumbai. "The examination was
scheduled to be conducted at an IT lab in Jaipur, Rajasthan, and he would gain remote access to the lab's computer systems using
software. He revealed that he had admission cards of candidates and that he, along with his associates, would manipulate the
examination process remotely," the police officer said. According
to the police, an associate, identified as Pranjal, used to recruit col-
lege students as paper solvers on the pretext of answering academ-
ic queries on online platforms.
"Thirty-two students from various
colleges, including Delhi University,
Jamia Millia Islamia, DTU, IITs and
NITs, were found on the premises
and were bound down after ques-
tioning. Under the process of bound
down, the accused will join the
investigation whenever they are
called," the officer said. Prima facie,
the investigation has revealed a
well-organised network involving
impersonation, remote access of
examination systems and outsourc-
ing answers to ensure unfair advan-
tage in competitive exams. A case
has been registered, and further
investigation is on to identify other
members of the racket and its bene-
ficiaries, the officer added.
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The Sikh Times
Maligaon, 23rd April: Northeast Frontier

Railway (NFR) has undertaken a comprehen-
sive revision of the timings of several
Mail/Express and passenger trains across its
network with the objective of improving punc-
tuality, enhancing operational efficiency and
ensuring faster services for passengers. The
revised timings will be implemented from 27th
April 2026 for most services, while certain
trains will adopt the new schedule from 24th
April and 28th April 2026. The revision covers
major divisions including Katihar, Alipurduar,
Rangiya, Lumding and Tinsukia, and includes
a wide range of important train services.
Several trains such as Farakka Express,
Teesta Torsa Express, Kulik Express, Garib
Nawaz Express, Paharia Express, Intercity
Express and DEMU passenger services have
undergone changes in their arrival and depar-
ture timings at multiple stations. These adjust-
ments have been undertaken to enhance oper-
ational efficiency, improve punctuality and
strengthen connectivity across different sec-
tions. Among the major trains affected by the
revision are 15743/15744 (Balurghat-Batinda -

Balurghat) and 15733/15734 (Balurghat-
Batinda - Balurghat) Farakka Express,

13063/13064 (Howrah–Balurghat - Howrah)
Express, 13161/13162 (Kolkata–Balurghat -
Kolkata) Tebhaga Express, 13053/13054
Howrah – Radhikapur - Howrah) Kulik
Express, 15463/15464 (Balurghat – Haldibari

– Balurghat) Intercity Express, 15716 (Ajmer
–Kishanganj) Garib Nawaz Express,

15719/15720 (Katihar–Siliguri – Katihar)
Intercity Express (via Barsoi), 15710/15709
(New Jalapaiguri-Malda Town - New
Jalpaiguri) , 13141/13142  (Sealdah - New
Alipurduar – Sealdah) Teesta Torsa Express,

75705/75706 (Siliguri - Radhikapur - Siliguri)
DEMU Intercity Express and 15721/15722
(New Jalpaiguri–Digha - New Jalpaiguri)
Paharia Express along with DEMU passenger
and other connecting services. Under the
revised schedule, timings at several stations
have been advanced to enable faster running
and improved punctuality. For instance, at
Ganga Rampur, timings have been preponed
from 11:18/11:20 hours to 11:15/11:17 hours,
while at Buniadpur, timings have been
advanced from 11:05/11:07 hours to
10:58/11:00 hours. Similar speed-up adjust-
ments have been implemented across multiple
sections, resulting in reduced travel time,
while timings at some stations remain
unchanged to ensure minimal inconvenience.
The details of stoppages and timings of this
train are available in IRCTC website and are
also being notified in various newspapers and
social media platforms of N. F. Railway.
Passengers are requested to verify the details
before undertaking their journey. NFR
remains committed to safe, efficient and pas-
senger friendly services, continually enhanc-
ing the travel experience across the region.

Northeast Frontier Railway Revises Timings to
Enhance Speed and Punctuality

Finland collaboration begins
showing impact as classrooms

shift towards joyful, 
participatory learning in

Punjab: CM Mann
Contd.................Front page

He noted, “Teachers have reported greater confi-
dence in experimenting with new methods and adapt-
ing lessons to diverse learning needs. A distinguishing
feature of the initiative has been its insistence on con-
textual adaptation rather than direct transplantation of
foreign models. Continuous mentoring support from
Finnish experts has enabled this transition, ensuring
that global best practices are meaningfully integrated
into local systems.” Meanwhile, CM Bhagwant Singh
Mann also visited University of Turku and Turku
Teacher Training School for detailed interactions.
“The government now plans to scale the programme
through a train-the-trainers approach, creating a cadre
of master trainers to expand its reach across the state,”
he said, adding, “Digital platforms and blended learn-
ing formats are also being developed to support contin-
uous professional development and wider access.” The
Chief Minister stated, “With a structured pathway for
expansion and a growing pool of trained educators, the
collaboration is being positioned as a cornerstone of
Punjab’s broader education reforms. The state
remains committed to strengthening public education
so that students are better equipped to succeed, and
similar initiatives will be pursued to sustain momen-
tum in the sector.”
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experience, so we've done nearly all the Bayern pinned them back.Diaz and Kane LEVERKUSEN. (Agency)  
 Harry Kane and Luis Diaz scored as Bayern work," said Kane."We've had a lot of away forced good saves from Leverkusen 

Munich won 2-0 at Bayer Leverkusen on goalkeeper Mark Flekken inside the 
Wednesday to reach the German Cup final opening 20 minutes but the England 
for the first time since 2020. captain eventually broke through.Jamal 

Musiala threaded a pass through from Just three days after Bayern sealed back-to-
the right which was intended for Diaz, back Bundesliga titles with a home win over 
but Kane was on hand to smash in when Stuttgart, Kane and Diaz got the goals to 
the ball evaded the Colombian keep hopes of a treble alive.Bayern's 
completely.Leverkusen improved after comfortable victory avenged their defeat by 
the break. Nathan Tella, who scored the Leverkusen in the round of 16 last season. 
only goal when Leverkusen eliminated They will face either holders Stuttgart or 
Bayern last season, forced a spectacular Freiburg in the final.The Bavarian giants 
save from Manuel Neuer early in the have won a record 20 German Cups but had 

games, tough games, we've had to grind it second half.Tella thumped a low shot that not reached the showpiece in Berlin for six 
out. Now we've got one more to go. In a final required Neuer to fully extend himself to years, their longest drought since the turn of 
anything is possible. We're feeling good." swat the ball away.In the final half hour, the century."We're going to Berlin. I'm 

Leverkusen, the 2024 cup winners, were Bayern had the better chances to score with looking forward to it. It was a goal of ours to 
appearing in a third successive semi-final Josip Stanisic, Kane and Diaz all going get to Berlin, to reach the final, experience 
but struggled under the bright lights as close to putting the match to bed.that, the guys said it's an incredible 

Mumbai.(Agency)  were out in the middle during training on of the contest.On Thursday, that thread 
 Mumbai Indians and Chennai Super Kings Wednesday, batting alongside each other in could stretch a little further. Nearly twenty 

return to centre stage on Thursday, but this a scene that brought back memories of past years on, they might once again take the 
time the spotlight falls as much on who contests. field together at the Wankhede. Rohit is 
might return as on the contest itself. Two pushing for a return after missing Mumbai 
former champions still searching for Indians' last two matches with a hamstring 
consistency, two sides with five titles each, injury, while Dhoni looks set for his first 
now looking to steady campaigns that have appearance of IPL 2026 if the past few days 
yet to find full rhythm.At the heart of it all is in training are anything to go by. He has not 
MS Dhoni, whose legacy continues to only batted but also kept wickets, something 
shape this rivalry. On the 12th anniversary he rarely did in the nets even at his peak, a 
of the IPL’s first match, he was hailed as the clear sign he is gearing up for match 
league’s greatest captain by a panel of intensity.It says plenty about their staying 
experts, a reputation built on nights like the power that both remain the faces of their 
2010 final, when his Chennai Super Kings franchises in 2026. It also says something 
beat a Sachin Tendulkar-led Mumbai about where these two sides stand, still WILL DHONI, ROHIT RETURN?
Indians to win their first title.Sixteen years turning to familiar names while others have Their journeys have run alongside each other 
on, Dhoni is once again central to an MI vs moved  ahead  wi th  more  se t t l ed  for nearly two decades.
CSK build-up. The former CSK captain is combinations.Neither has been officially Rohit Sharma and MS Dhoni first shared a 
on the verge of a return after a calf strain, cleared, but both look close.Rohit has eased field on October 1, 2006, in the Challenger 
and his availability could shape the tone of his way back after the setback against Royal Trophy in Chennai, one turning out for India 
IPL 2026’s first El Clasico at the Wankhede Challengers Bengaluru and looked fluent Red, the other for India Blue. Since then, 
on Thursday.There is similar anticipation during his time in the nets after skipping an they have been part of 652 matches across 
around Rohit Sharma, who has been earlier optional session. Dhoni's build-up formats, sometimes as teammates, often as 
recovering from a hamstring injury. Both has been steady and deliberate. opponents, and almost always at the centre 

MI vs CSK: Will MS Dhoni spice up strange 
IPL El Clasico of  fallen giants?

NEW DELHI. (Agency)  
Former IPL chairman Lalit Modi has strongly 

criticised the Board of Control for Cricket in 
India (BCCI), accusing it of overworking 
players and prioritising money over player 
welfare.

Modi’s comments came in response to an 
NDTV report which stated that India head 
coach Gautam Gambhir was unhappy with 
the team’s packed schedule ahead of the 
upcoming one-off Test against Afghanistan.

According to the report, Gambhir was 
concerned that several Indian players would 
be involved in the IPL 2026 final on May 31 
and might have to join the national squad 
almost immediately for the Test match 

against Afghanistan, which begins on June 
6. This could force the selection committee 
to call up reserve Test players for the fixture, 
despite India’s recent struggles in home red-
ball cricket.Reacting to the report, Modi 
said that the board was “killing” Indian 
cricketers with relentless scheduling and 
treating them like “mules.”“The BCCI is 
killing its players with the hectic 
scheduling. Guys, stop this outrageous 
scheduling you are putting the boys through. 
They need time with their families and just 
some time off. You do not need the money,” 
Modi said.He further added that the board 
should focus on player welfare rather than 
financial concerns, claiming that the IPL 
had already created enough long-term 
financial security for Indian cricket.

“I created annuity revenue that the world 
envies. You will never have to worry about 
that while sitting in those chairs. Do 
something good with your decisions, for 
heaven’s sake. The welfare of the players is 
paramount. Do not overwork them,” he 
said.Earlier, India Test captain Shubman 
Gill had also spoken about the lack of 
prepara t ion  t ime before  red-bal l  
assignments, saying that there should be at 
least two weeks of camp before heading into 
a Test series.

the brightest prospects in world football, INJURED? the field, but it quickly became clear he 
had just given his side the lead before being would not be able to continue. Yamal walked Yamal’s injury came at a moment that should 
forced off the pitch.Head coach Hansi Flick off on his own before heading straight down have been a highlight. He won a penalty late 
confirmed that the club is still awaiting the tunnel, rather than staying on the bench, in the first half and stepped up to convert it, 
clarity on the severity of the injury.“We which raised further concern about the 
have to wait until tomorrow. We have to seriousness of the issue.Initial reports 
see what it is. I think it’s something, have suggested a possible hamstring 
because he felt it and I think also after a injury, with early assessments 
goal he wouldn’t have left the pitch indicating a muscle tear in his left leg.
without a reason. Of course, it’s a pity WILL LAMINE YAMAL MISS FIFA 
that Lamine is injured now,” Flick WORLD CUP 2026?
said.The concern within the squad was If the early diagnosis of a hamstring tear 

NEW DELHI. (Agency)  also evident, with teammate Gavi is confirmed, Yamal could be sidelined 
Lamine Yamal has sparked fresh injury stressing how important Yamal has for around five weeks. That timeline 

concerns for FC Barcelona after limping off become to the side. would effectively rule him out of 
during their La Liga clash against Celta Vigo, “To me Lamine is the best. Of course, for us Barcelona’s remaining fixtures this 
putting both his club run-in and international it’s a bad situation, because he’s a very season ,  inc lud ing  the  h igh ly  
ambitions under a cloud. The 18-year-old’s important player for us. He was very upset anticipated El Clasico against Real calmly putting Barcelona ahead.
early exit has now raised doubts over his in the dressing room because he knows how Madrid.More importantly, it puts his However, immediately after striking the ball, 
availability for the upcoming FIFA World crucial he is for us. I don’t know how long the participation in the World Cup in serious he pulled up and grabbed the back of his left 
Cup 2026.Barcelona secured a narrow win to injury will take but I hope it’s as short as doubt. The tournament is set to begin on June leg. The forward dropped to the ground in 
maintain their lead at the top of the table, but possible,” Gavi said. 11, leaving very little recovery time if the discomfort even as teammates approached to 
the result was overshadowed by Yamal’s HOW DID LAMINE YAMAL GET injury proves to be significant.celebrate.Medical staff attended to him on 
injury. The teenager, widely seen as one of 

SPORTS

FIFA has so far maintained that the 2026? p r e p a r a t i o n s  a r e  c o n t i n u i n g  a s  
schedule will remain unchanged.U.S. usual.Officials from Iran have echoed a For now, Iran are still scheduled to participate 
special envoy Paolo Zampolli confirmed similar stance, stating that the team will in the tournament. The team has already 
the suggestion while speaking to the follow FIFA’s final decision while qualified and is set to play its group-stage 
Financial Times, framing it as both a continuing their preparations for the matches in the United States, with fixtures 
footballing and personal aspiration.“I tournament.lined up in Los Angeles and Seattle.Despite 
confirm I have suggested to Trump CAN FIFA REPLACE IRAN 
and (FIFA president Gianni) WITH ITALY IN THE WORLD 
Infantino that Italy replace Iran at CUP?
the World Cup. I'm an Italian native Any potential replacement would 
and it would be a dream to see the ultimately be decided by FIFA. 
A z z u r r i  a t  a  U S - h o s t e d  Under tournament regulations, the 
tournament. With four titles, they governing body has the authority to NEW DELHI. (Agency)  

have the pedigree to justify select a replacement team if a A fresh controversy has emerged ahead of the 
inclusion,” Zampolli said.The q u a l i f i e d  n a t i o n  FIFA World Cup 2026, with a proposal from 
proposal has also drawn attention withdraws.However, the process is a key U.S. official putting Iran’s participation 
because of Italy’s absence from the not straightforward. Typically, under the spotlight. According to a report 
tournament. The four-time world continental confederations push for from the Financial Times, an envoy to 
champions failed to qualify after replacements from within their Donald Trump has suggested that Italy 
losing their playoff, marking a third region. In this case, the Asian replace Iran in the tournament.The 
straight World Cup miss, a Football Confederation would suggestion, reportedly made to Gianni 
surprising run for one of football’s likely argue for another Asian team Infantino, has added a political dimension to 
traditional powers.The idea, to take Iran’s spot.That makes earlier concerns about travel and requests to an already sensitive situation involving 
however, remains only a suggestion at this Italy’s inclusion highly unlikely unless FIFA shift matches to Mexico, FIFA has indicated travel concerns and geopolitical tensions. 
stage, with no official response from FIFA or makes an exceptional call. Despite their that all games will go ahead as planned. Iran had earlier raised the possibility of 
other governing bodies. history and four World Cup titles, Italy did Gianni Infantino also reaffirmed during a relocating their matches away from the 

WILL IRAN PLAY FIFA WORLD CUP not qualify through the standard route.recent visit to the Iranian camp that United States due to the ongoing conflict, but 

Donald Trump envoy pushes FIFA to replace 
Iran with Italy at World Cup 2026

Harry Kane, Luis Diaz send Bayern Munich 
past Leverkusen into German Cup final

Bengaluru. (Agency)  
It has been nearly 18 months since Sunil 

Gavaskar’s Boxing Day outburst at the MCG, 
yet on Wednesday night in Lucknow, those 
words resurfaced with uncomfortable 
relevance. This time, they were not 
commentaries. They were questions hanging 
over Rishabh Pant.Because this was not just 
another dismissal. It felt like a familiar fault 
line in a career that has scaled the highest peaks 
in Test cricket, yet continues to drift when the 
white ball demands a different kind of 
discipline.The tension was evident even before 
the post-match press conference began. The 
room fell into a hush as the microphones 
flickered on.

“Three consecutive losses at home. What’s your 
honest assessment of why LSG can’t win in 
Lucknow?”The question to Justin Langer 
landed without preamble. He paused, choosing 
his words carefully, before conceding that his 
batters had not adapted to the Ekana surface. 
There was enough pace and bounce for a 

compelling contest, but not enough awareness 
from LSG on a night whe two points slipped 
away far too easily.Three defeats in a row at 
home. Seven on the bounce at the venue. And 
now, a chase of 160 that never truly gathered 
shape.Lucknow Super Giants find themselves 
trapped in what feels like an Ekana Bhool 
Bhulaiya. Combinations have been shuffled, 
roles reassigned, surfaces tweaked, yet the 
outcome remains unchanged.

THREE BALLS, THREE POOR SHOTS
Even in the press box, there was a sense of unease 

after Rajasthan Royals were restricted. The 
plan to contain Vaibhav Suryavanshi had 
worked, but confidence in LSG’s chase was 
fragile at best. Their struggles with the bat this 
season have rarely allowed for optimism.That 
unease proved justified.

IPL 2026 Play of the Day: 
How Rishabh Pant's 
stupid swipe sank 
Lucknow at home

Mumbai. (Agency)  
India scored their highest-ever total against 

South Africa but still suffered a nine-wicket 
thrashing at the hands of the home team, with 
skipper Laura Wolvaardt leading the way 
with a splendid ton in the third women's T20 
International against South Africa here on 
Wednesday.South Africa thus took an 
unassailable 3-0 lead to clinch the five-match 
series. The remaining two WT20Is in 
Johannesburg and Benoni is now rendered 
inconsequential.Put in to bat, India made 192 
for 4 -- their highest ever against South Africa 
-- with captain Harmanpreet Kaur and opener 
Shafali Verma scoring 66 and 64 respectively.

But, South Africa captain Wolvaardt slammed 
115 off just 53 balls while her opening partner 
Sune Luus struck 64 not out off 42 deliveries 
against a hapless Indian bowlers to easily 
chase down the target of 193 with 21 balls to 
spare and take an unasailable 3-0 lead in the 
five-match series. South Africa reached 193 
for 1 in 16.3 overs.This was the third highest 
sccessful run chase in women's T20I history 
after West Indies and England overhauled 
212 and 198 against Australia and India 
respectively in 2023 and 2018.

Wolvaardt, who has been in top form in the 
series having made 51 and 54 in the first two 
matches, struck as many as 14 boundaries 
and five sixes while toying with the Indian 
bowlers.Luus, who had made 13 and 57 in the 
first two matches, hit six boundaries and two 
sixes.The South African duo were together 
for 183 runs for the opening wicket before 
Wolvaardt got out in the 16th over.Veteran 
India all-rounder Deepti Sharma failed yet 
again with the ball as she continued to search 
her first wicket in the series. She returned 
with figures of 0/46 in 3.3 overs on 
Wednesday.Earlier, captain Harmanpreet 
Kaur and opening batter Shafali Verma struck 
a half century each as India produced a far 
better batting performance to post 192 for 4.

Shafali continued his impressive form as she 
struck his second consecutive half century 
while it was the first half ton for Harmanpreet 
in the series. She had made 47 not out and 12 
in the first two games which India lost to trail 
0-2 in the five-match series.

BCCI is killing Indian 
players: Lalit Modi 
lashes out at board

Laura Wolvaardt's South 
Africa outclass India to take 

3-0 series lead

ZDelhi Capitals' Venugopal Rao 
addresses the controversial 

decision to bowl Nitish Rana for his 
full quota and the tactical middle-
order collapse that handed SRH a 

47-run victory in Hyderabad.

ZFIFA World Cup 2026 faces fresh 
controversy after a proposal to replace Iran 
with Italy from none other than USA 
President Donald Trump's envoy. While the 
suggestion has sparked debate, FIFA has not 
indicated any change to the current 
tournament lineup

 

 

Lamine Yamal's World Cup 2026 hopes in 
doubt after FC Barcelona injury scare

NEWS BOX

IPL 2026, MI vs CSK: Mumbai Indians and Chennai Super Kings face off in IPL 2026's first El Clasico on Thursday, but this time the contest carries a different edge, with both five-time champions still 

searching for consistency. The spotlight, as ever, is on MS Dhoni, who is on the verge of a return after a calf strain, while Rohit Sharma is also pushing to come back from a hamstring injury.
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A growing sense of unease over 
prospects for an end to the Iran war, 
which is in its eighth week, is weighing 
on investor sentiment even after US 
President Donald Trump extended a 
ceasefire.

driven by buying of tech shares. unclear whether and when another 
Tokyo's Nikkei 225 lost 1.5% to round of peace talks will take place.
5 8 , 7 0 7 . 6 0  a f t e r  c l i m b i n g  t o  Iran fired on three ships in the Strait of 
60,013.98.South Korea's Kospi was Hormuz on Wednesday after the US 
0.1% lower at 6,414.57, giving up began imposing a sea blockade of 
earlier gains after briefly surpassing Iranian ports last week, and Trump said 
6,500. The government reported a the US would continue its blockade of 
better-than-expected 1.7% annual Iranian ports.Maritime traffic through 
economic growth rate for the January- the Strait of Hormuz, where roughly a 
March quarter, boosted by strong fifth of the world's oil normally passed 
exports, particularly of computer chips before the war, is still largely halted and 
used in the artificial intelligence boom. the likelihood of its reopening dimmed HONG KONG.(Agency)

Hong Kong's Hang Seng shed 1.1% to after Iran's Revolutionary Guard seized Stocks retreated in Asia on Thursday after 
25,865.88, while the Shanghai two of the three ships that were an initial jump that pushed Japan's 
Composite index fell 0.8% to 4,073.71. attacked.Global energy prices have Nikkei 225 index above 60,000 for the 

surged on the Iran war energy shock. Australia's S&P/ASX 200 declined 0.8% first time, while oil prices gained as 
Brent crude, the international standard, to 8,770.70.Taiwan's Taiex sank 1.6% investors reacted to shaky prospects for 
was 1.5% higher early Thursday at and the Sensex in India lost 0.6%.more talks on ending the war with Iran.
USD 103.39 per barrel. It was around A growing sense of unease over prospects US futures also fell back after indexes on 
USD 70 a barrel before the Iran war for an end to the Iran war, which is in its Wall Street rallied to records a day 
began in late February.eighth week, is weighing on investor earlier, helped by strong corporate 

Benchmark US crude was up 1.8% to sentiment even after US President earnings.Markets in Japan and South 
USD 94.66 per barrel.Donald Trump extended a ceasefire. It's Korea briefly touched new records, 

Rs 2 lakh outstanding balance limit, peer-to-peer transaction capped 
at Rs 25,000 -- Here's all about RBI's draft PPI guidelines

Global oil shock could push up 
electricity prices in India: Report

Petrol, diesel prices be increased to Rs 25–28 per litre 
after state assembly polls? Petroleum ministry says...

New Delhi.(Agency)
 Maruti Suzuki India Limited has reported its 

highest-ever annual production, reaching 2.34 
million units in the financial year 2025–26, 
according to a company statement released 
Thursday.The milestone makes it the only 
manufacturing unit within Suzuki Motor 
Corporation’s global network to achieve such a 
scale. Among its lineup, the Dzire, Fronx, Swift, 
Ertiga and Baleno stood out as the top-performing 
models, each surpassing 200,000 units in 
production during the year.Commenting on the 
achievement, Managing Director and CEO 
Hisashi Takeuchi said the milestone reflects the 
company’s longstanding commitment to meeting 
evolving customer needs while building trust 
across generations. He attributed the growth to a 
robust automotive ecosystem developed over 
more than four decades.Takeuchi also 
highlighted the parent company’s continued 
confidence in India’s growth trajectory and its 
strategy to position the country as a key export 
hub. “We aim to scale our production capacity to 

around 4 million units annually,” he added.
Currently, Maruti Suzuki operates manufacturing 

facilities in Gurugram, Manesar and Kharkhoda 
in Haryana, along with Hansalpur in Gujarat, with 
a combined installed capacity of approximately 
2.4 million units per year.As part of its expansion 
plans, the company has identified land for a fifth 
manufacturing plant at Khoraj Industrial Estate in 
Sanand, Gujarat. Once fully operational, the new 
facility is expected to add an annual capacity of 1 
million units.Maruti Suzuki presently produces 
17 models across more than 650 variants, serving 
both domestic and international markets.

BUSINESS

Maruti Suzuki hits record 
2.34 million units 
production in Fy26

following points C O . D P S S . P O L C . N o . S -New Delhi.(Agency)
384/02.32.001/2021-2022 dated a. A PPI may be issued as a card, wallet, or The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has 
August 03, 2021 on ‘Framework for in any such form / instrument which can released the Master Direction on 
Outsourc ing  o f  Payment  and  be used to access the PPI and to use the Prepaid Payment Instruments (PPIs), 
Settlement-related Activities by amount therein. No PPI shall be issued 2026, a conducive framework for long 
Payment System Operators’, as in the form of a paper voucher.term growth of PPIs with enhanced 

amended from time to time.RBI security of transactions.RBI has said 
framework on General Purpose PPIthat these directions shall apply to all 

RBI said a Full-KYC PPI would be Prepaid Payment Instrument (PPI) 
issued after completing customer due Issuers and System Participants, while a 
diligence (CDD) process, in non-bank entity shall seek authorisation 
accordance with MD on KYC. A for issuance of PPIs by submitting an 
Full-KYC PPI shall be issued subject applicationThe central bank has said a 
to the following conditions:i. An non-bank applicant shall have a 
issuer can issue only one such PPI to minimum net-worth of Rs 5 crore, and 
a holder at any point in time.shall submit a certificate from its 

statutory auditor. A non-bank PPI issuer ii. Such PPI should have a minimum 
b. A PPI may be loaded by debit to a bank shall attain a minimum net-worth of Rs validity of one year from the date of 

account or another PPI, or by cash, 15 crore by the end of the third financial issuance.iii. The amount outstanding in 
unless specified otherwise. A Special year of authorisation. The minimum such PPI shall not exceed Rs 2,00,000 at 
Purpose PPI may be loaded by a credit net-worth, as applicable, shall be any point of time.
card as well.c. A bank PPI issuer may maintained by a non-bank PPI issuer on iv. The total amount debited from such 
l o a d  P P I  t h r o u g h  B u s i n e s s  an ongoing basis.RBI draft PPI PPI during a month should not exceed 
Correspondents (BCs).guidelines: Issuance and Loading of Rs 2,00,000. PPI issuer may set limits 

d. A non-bank PPI issuer may load PPI PPIsIn its Conduct of PPI Business within these ceilings, considering the 
through its agents in person, in guidelines RBI clearly laid down risk profile of the PPI holder, other 
accordance with the provisions outlined instructions for Issuance and Loading operational risks, etc.
b y  R B I  i n  c i r c u l a r  of PPIs. RBI has mentioned the 

New Delhi,.(Agency)

  The Indian equity markets posted sharp losses early 
on Thursday tracking cautious global cues and 
sustained foreign institutional selling, after the 
recent rally. As of 9.25 am, Sensex lost 671 points, 
or 0.85 per cent, to reach 77,845 and Nifty dipped 
179 points, or 0.74 per cent, to reach 24,198Main 
broad-cap indices showed divergence with the 
benchmark indices, as the Nifty Midcap 100 dipped 
0.34 per cent, and the Nifty Smallcap 100 lost 0.16 
per cent.All sectoral indices traded in red except 
pharma as well as oil and gas up 0.71 per cent and 
0.02 per cent. Nifty auto and consumer durables 
were the top losers down 1.03 per cent and 1.61 per 
cent respectively. (Also read: BSE gets SEBI nod to 
launch derivatives on Sensex Next 30 index)

The immediate support zone of Nifty is placed at near 
24,100–24,000, while resistance is observed in the 
24,400–24,500 range.In the previous session, 
benchmark indices on a weaker note after failing to 
sustain higher levels. Selling pressure was visible in 
banking and financial stocks following their recent 
outperformance.IT stocks also remained weak, 
tracking subdued global cues and uncertainty in 
overseas markets. FMCG, Energy and other 
defensive sectors showed relative resilience.

The US markets gained after President Donald Trump 
extended a ceasefire with Iran, saying it was 
warranted due to Tehran’s “seriously fractured” 
government.President Trump said the ceasefire will 
be in place until Iran submits a proposal or 
concludes talks, even as the US military continues 
its blockade of Iranian ports.On the fundamental 
side, earnings remain a strong tailwind, with Q1 
earnings growth tracking and forward EPS 
estimates seeing upward reision, market 
participants said.

New Delhi.(Agency) 
India’s foreign direct investment (FDI) outlook 

remains mixed, with strong gross inflows offset by 
persistently weak net inflows, according to a report 
by Morgan Stanley.The report noted that gross FDI 
is likely to remain well supported, driven by both 
greenfield and brownfield investments. However, 
net FDI is expected to stay subdued in the near term 
due to higher repatriation of capital and rising 
outward investments by Indian firms.

“The outlook for gross FDI remains constructive, 
even as net FDI may remain subdued in the near 
term,” the report said.Gross FDI refers to total 
foreign investment entering a country, while net 
FDI is the residual amount after accounting for 
repatriation of profits and capital, as well as 
o u t w a r d  i n v e s t m e n t s  b y  d o m e s t i c  
companies.According to the report, gross FDI 
equity inflows into India rose to $90.8 billion on a 
12-month trailing basis in January 2026, equivalent 
to 2.3% of GDP. This represents a 13% year-on-
year increase from $80.3 billion in January 2025. 
Gross FDI excluding repatriation also climbed to a 
three-year high of $36.3 billion, up 38.4% year-on-
year.In contrast, net FDI remained near historic 
lows at just $0.5 billion, weighed down by elevated 
capital repatriation and a sharp rise in outward 
investment. Repatriation has stayed above $50 
billion for the second consecutive year, while 
outward FDI has surged to $35.8 billion—more 
than 2.5 times higher over the past two years.The 
report highlighted that while headline inflows 
remain strong, net FDI trends are more critical from 
an external stability perspective, as they represent a 
more durable source of financing for India’s current 
account. 

Sensex, Nifty post notable 
losses amid weak global 
cues, sustained FII selling

In a post on X, Ministry of  
Petroleum and Natural Gas 
has said that such media 
reports are "fake", adding 
that fuel rates remain 
unchanged.

report indicated that petrol and 
diesel prices in India could undergo 
a steep hike after the ongoing state 
assembly elections get over on 
April 29. Kotak Institutional 
Equities said that petrol and disel 
could see a price rise of Rs 25–28 
per litre, amidst crude oil rates 
hovering close to $120 per 
barrel.Global oil prices edged 
higher on Thursday due to a 
stalemate over the next round of 
peace talks between the United New Delhi,.(Agency) 
States and Iran that kept the energy  The Petroleum ministry has dismissed 
artery Strait of Hormuz effectively reports of increase in petrol and diesel 
closed. The June contract for Brent prices post elections in several states.
on the Intercontinental Exchange In a post on X, Ministry of Petroleum and 
traded at $103.35 a barrel, up Natural Gas has said that such media 
around 4 per cent from the previous reports are "fake", adding that fuel rates 
close. Meanwhile the June futures remain unchanged. "There are some 
c o n t r a c t  f o r  We s t  Te x a s  news reports suggesting a price hike of 
Intermediate on the New York petrol and diesel. It is hereby clarified 
Mercantile Exchange (NYMEX) that there is no such proposal under mischievous and misleading."In fact, international prices," Ministry of 

rose 1.62 per cent to 94.47 a barrel.The consideration by the Government," India is the only country where petrol and P e t r o l e u m  a n d  N a t u r a l  G a s  
central government has time and again Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas diesel prices haven’t increased in the last wrote.Government's rebuttal on a 
reiterated that it remains committed to has tweeted.The ministry said that such 4 years. Govt of India and Oil PSUs have prospective price rise of petrol and diesel 
ensure the affordability of essential fuels news items are designed to create fear and taken relentless steps in order to insulate came on the back of the report published 
including petrol, diesel, LPG.panic amongst the citizens and are the Indian citizens from steep increases in by Kotak Institutional Equities. The 

HDFC Defence Fund boosts 
stakes in HAL, Eicher, Aequs, 
Sedemac; stocks in focus

Copper prices have risen sharply this year due to supply disruptions at key global mines and strong demand from sectors such as electrification, renewable energy and artificial intelligence-led infrastructure.

India’s gross FDI remains 
strong, but net flows stay 
near record lows: Morgan 
Stanley

New Delhi:.(Agency)
 Mutual Funds made several significant changes to 

their portfolios during the last quarter of the previous 
financial year, 2025-26. HDFC Defence Fund raised 
stakes in four companies – Hindustan Aeronautics 
Limited (HAL), Eicher Motors, Aequs Limited and 
Sedemac Mechatronics. The fund house invested in 
the select companies with strong fundamentals, 
growth potential, and stable performance. Notably, 
the investments were across sectors such as defense, 
auto, manufacturing, and industrial companies.

Hindustan Aeronautics Limited
HAL is one of leading defence PSU company in the 

country, manufacturing fighter aircraft, helicopters, 
and aviation systems. HAL shares were trading at 
around Rs 4,360.80 as compared to its its 52-week 
high of Rs 5,166. The fund house purchased 50,000 
shares of Hindustan Aeronautics Limited, bringing 
its total holdings to 2.55 million shares.

Eicher Motors
Eicher Motors manufactures popular Royal Enfield 

motorcycle and is also engaged in the business of 
commercial vehicles. The company’s shares were 
trading at around Rs 7,112.50 at the time of writing 
this article on Thursday. The stock is down 12 
percent from its 52-week high of Rs 8,233. The fund 
infused money to buy 45,000 stocks of the company. 
At present, HDFC Defence Fund possesses 4.95 lakh 
shares of Eicher Motors.

Aequs Limited
Aequs has a diversified manufacturing business, 

operating in the aerospace, consumer, and industrial 
sectors. The company’s shares were trading at 
around Rs 182.72 today, while it 52-week is Rs 206. 
The fund purchased 10.51 lakh shares, bringing its 
total holding to 17.68 lakh shares.\

Sedemac Mechatronics
HDFC Defence Fund infused money to buy shares of 

Sedemac. The fund house purchased the shares of 
the particular company for the first time.

Coal currently accounts for 
roughly 70% of India’s 
electricity generation, making 
the country particularly 
sensitive to changes in its price.

as disruptions along key global shipping coal—tends to feed through into domestic mix.At the same time, it highlights India’s 
routes—the impact is likely to be electricity pricing.Historical patterns accelerating transition toward renewable 
transmitted to end users, including reinforce this link, with past spikes in energy as a key long-term buffer against 
households and industries.“Households crude oil and coal prices often coinciding such volatility. Since 2017, renewable 
and corporates—especially in sources have accounted for the majority 
industry—will have to contend of new power capacity additions in the 
with rising electricity prices country, driven largely by solar and wind 
resulting from supply shocks,” the projects.However, the report points out a 
report observed. gap between installed capacity and actual 

It added that any global shift toward electricity generation from renewables, 
coal as an alternative during indicating challenges in utilisation, 

New Delhi,.(Agency) periods of oil disruption could integration, and grid efficiency.
 A recent report by ISI Markets has warned place additional upward pressure Despite these constraints, India’s 

that global oil supply disruptions could on coal prices. Given coal’s central expansion of clean energy is positioned 
feed into higher electricity prices in India, role in India’s energy system, such as central to its broader strategy to 
underscoring the country’s continued t rends  would  have  d i rec t  enhance energy security, reduce import 
exposure to fluctuations in fossil fuel implications for power tariffs.Coal dependence, and stabilise long-term 
markets.The report draws a close currently accounts for roughly power costs.
connection between international energy The report concludes that sustained 70% of India’s  electricity 
prices and domestic power tariffs, noting investment in renewable energy, coupled generation, making the country 
that movements in crude oil and coal have with improvements in system efficiency particularly sensitive to changes in its with increases in electricity tariffs. The 
historically been mirrored in India’s and grid performance, will be essential if price. According to the report, this heavy report suggests that this correlation is 
electricity costs. With oil prices expected India is to better insulate itself from future dependence means that volatility in global likely to persist in the absence of a 
to rise in the event of supply shocks—such global energy price shocks.fossil fuel markets—whether in oil or significant structural shift in the energy 

Asian stocks retreat, oil tops USD 100 
despite fresh records on Wall Street
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Relationships

5 ways to keep your

Train 

While feeding them from time to time and 
making them sleep are age-old tricks that 
parents rely on for momentary respite, here 
are a few other ways to keep your child 
busy on a long train journey:
1. Be patient and take your kid for a walk. 
You might have to answer, "Are we there 
yet" quite a lot of times but don't lose your 
patience. Since kids find it difficult to sit 
still at a place for long, they tend to be 
anxious about how long they have to sit at 
the same place. Take them for a walk inside 
the train. Stand with them at the door for a 
while and let them enjoy the view from the 
door. That would help them feel fresh from 
time to time.

Kids and train journeys 
don't go along too well. It 
is almost always difficult to 
keep a child busy when you 
are on the train for a long 
journey as kids tend to get 
bored and irritated easily. 

How to pet-proof 

Your home
Planning on buying a pet? If you want to keep one, you 

need to ready your home, so that you keep your pet 
safe, as well as your home tidy!

- Instead of a carpeted flooring, having a wooden flooring 
is advisable, as keeping a pet means constantly having to 
clean the floor. Since your pet will wet the floor, or shed 
fur, vacuuming the carpet will become tiresome.
- Just like you would do with young kids, keep all 
breakable articles out of reach. If you have any valuables 
vases or any other showpiece that is fragile, stow it away 
safely in the cupboard. Pets like cats and dogs who like to 

jump around the room can break them.
- Don't forget to keep things like bathroom cleaners, phenyl, 
insecticide sprays etc safely hidden. There is a possibility 
that your pet can gain access to them and can cause itself 
bodily harm. Do the same with medicines and toiletries.
- Whenever you open your windows for fresh air, keep an 
eye on your pet or install a screen. You pet, if it's a cat, dog or 
a bird, might escape or fall out of the window.

3 simple practices 

to make your 

Dreams 
come true

Dreams 

In several little pockets of 
the world, brave and 

courageous women and 
men take a leap and follow 

their dream every day. 

Scary as this seems, daring to be authentically 
ourselves is an act that is part of who we truly are. 
Psychologist Maslow said that we are often and 
constantly moving towards a fully self-actualised 
presence. Carl Jung gave us wholeness, a view that 
we are always seeking to feel whole. When I see 
people step into their greatness, their purpose, their 
dream, I want to do more of that myself. When you 
see someone you admire, do what they do with 
such ease, joy and purpose, you want to step into 
the possibility of doing the same.

Our deepest fear, that we are powerful beyond 
measure, often manifests in procrastination, in not 
feeling motivated enough. Sometimes we feel 
numbed out, and at other times, we feel 
overwhelmed by the amount of things we need to 
get around to during the day that owing our 
purpose, living it, seems best when pushed to 
another day. What do you do when you are in this 
space? How can you gather your bearings, from 
what seems like a few difficult days, and live in 
connection with your joy?

Here are three guideposts/practices
1. Trust: You are where you need to be, to fully 

experience this moment for what it is, so that you 
can discern what your response can be the next 
moment. Trusting that I am where I need to be, I 
acknowledge that I could to be less rushed and 
hurried, that I could practice standing in my truth 
and my limits rather than getting carried away by 
my habitual patterns of behaving. When you can 
trust yourself and your path, you will find that what 
you are doing here and now is part of your magical 
purpose, it is where your light needs to shine.

2. Simplicity: I dig 
simplicity, clarity 
and silence. But 
many times, out of 
force of habit, I 
choose complexity, 
confusion and noise. 
When we take our 
thoughts that feed 
fears and stories of 
a b a n d o n m e n t  
s e r i o u s l y ,  w e  
become confused 
about our dreams, our purpose and we question 
whether we should even do what we are doing. 
Allowing these thoughts and emotions to simply 
flow like a river and responding with kindness, 
compassion and love towards ourselves (first) and 
others (next) is what choosing simplicity means. I 

am, of course, not saying this is easy. After a hard day, 
I came home and took some time out, breathing and 
writing. Then, my husband massaged my back and 
did some spinal adjustments and voila, I was feeling 
better again! Sometimes, we can sit in the difficulty 
of our mood for long stretches of time, and then 

r e a l i s e  t h a t  
something as simple 
as a massage can 
completely heal us. 
Remembering these 
simple responses 
towards ourselves 
and our mental health 
go a long way in 
living a simple and 
purpose-filled life.

3. Doing the work: 
I believe that giving 
our dreams wings 

means doing the work every single day. And when we 
do something every single day, alongside kissing our 
babies, brushing their teeth, giving them a bath, 
reading them bedtime stories, cooking and washing, 
we make our life fully lived. We end up shining in our 
own brilliance.

 busy on a  Child

journey

2. Use play-dohs to keep them busy. Board 
games might get boring after a certain point 
of time, but play-dohs are far more 
interesting and creative and work better 
when it comes to keeping children busy for 
a long time. Carry coloured play-dohs for 
your kid and teach them to create new 
figurines. Give them time to create 
whatever they want to and help them with 
ideating their models. Encourage them to 
be as creative as they can.
3. Draw a town and create a story. Carry a 
couple of A3-sized papers with you, 
crayons and toy cars. Draw a small town 
with a marketplace, houses, amusement 
park, a school, your kid's best friend's 

house, a circus, a 
hospital, etc. Then 
make your child drive 
through town. Help them 
in planning a day and 
make his or her ride intere
sting by creating car chases and escapes. 
If your kid is old enough, make him or her 
create the town.
4. Help your kid in making a book. Take a 
few white papers, fold them together and 
make a book. Carry some colour pencils and 
ask your kid to fill the book with his or her 
favourite things — like their favourite, 
flower, animal, superhero, etc. Make the 
book cover as interesting as possible with 

y o u r  k i d ' s  
name on it so that he or 

she is attracted and interested 
in the activity. Writing their names in a 

decorative way on the cover will give them a 
sense of belonging.
5. Let your child have fun. If your kid is happy 
after interacting with a fellow passenger or 
wants to play with another kid on the train, let 
them indulge in it. Let them have fun by 
indulging in some activity with your co-
passengers. If you force your child to sit still at 
one place while he wants to play with the kid 
on the other seat, you will end up making him 
or her cranky. However, keep an eye on your 
child as he or she plays around.

How to  pet-proof
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