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Noida.(Agency)
Doctors at a private hospital in Noida have 

saved a 20-month-old girl after she 
swallowed a lithium button battery, the 
ones usually found in toys. Experts said 
such batteries can cause burns and 
potentially life-threatening haemorrhage 
within hours if nearby blood vessels get 
damaged.In the first week of April, the 
child’s parents noticed that she was 
unusually irritable and restless and took 
her to a private hospital. An X-ray there 
revealed that a circular foreign battery 
was lodged in her stomach.She was 
immediately taken to Fortis Hospital, 
where doctors performed an upper 
gastrointestinal endoscopy and found 
that a lithium button battery was present 
in her stomach. The parents told the 
doctors that the baby might have 
swallowed the button battery that was 

inside one of her favourite toys.“Initially, 
the battery could not be identified, as it 
was lying beneath the food bolus,” said 
Dr Shivam Kalia, who treated the child. 
“We first removed the food and then took 
out the lithium battery measuring 5 to 8 
mm endoscopically. We also assessed the 
surrounding mucosa for any early signs of 
injury.”The doctor said when lithium 
batteries come into contact with moist 
tissue, they generate an electrical current 
that leads to the formation of hydroxide 
ions, creating a highly alkaline 
environment. This can result in rapid 
tissue injury and can cause significant 
damage in as little as two hours after 
ingestion.“If not removed on time, such 
batteries can cause burns in the 
oesophagus or stomach lining, leading to 
complications such as deep ulceration, 
perforation and, in severe cases, life-

threatening bleeding if adjacent blood 
vessels are involved. The risk is 
particularly high in young children, 
where ingestion is often unwitnessed and 
e a r l y  s y m p t o m s  m a y  r e m a i n  
nonspecific,” the doctor said.In this case, 
early imaging and swift intervention 
proved critical. The battery was removed 
within a narrow time window, limiting 
exposure and reducing the risk of 
complications.

 The child remained clinically stable after 
the procedure, resumed oral intake and 
was discharged after a short period of 
observation without any immediate 
adverse effects.Timely diagnosis in such 
cases depends on maintaining a high 
index of suspicion. Symptoms such as 
sudden irritability, drooling, vomiting or 
refusal to eat should not be overlooked, 
especially in toddlers. 

Nandal gang shooter arrested after 
encounter in Haryana, pistol seized

Doctors at Noida hospital save toddler 
who swallowed lithium battery

Can’t survive on Rs 11,000’: From highway blockades to arson and 
arrests, how wage protests spread across Haryana, UP

Gurgaon.(Agency)
 M C G  o f f i c i a l s  i n s p e c t e d  k e y  

waterlogging-prone areas as part of pre-
monsoon preparedness measures after 
being nudged by state industries and 
commerce minister Rao Narbir Singh at a 
meeting on Monday.

The work has to be completed before June 
15. He said that all departments must 
ensure necessary arrangements within the 
stipulated deadline so that city residents 
do not face any kind of inconvenience 
during the rainy season.

Following a directive from MCG 
commissioner Vivek Dahiya, a team led 
by additional commissioner Pooja 
Chanwaria reviewed the condition of 
drainage systems at Basai Road, Sector 
9A, New Colony, Madanpuri Road, 
Sector 7, Beri Wala Bagh, Shivaji Nagar 

and Rajnagar Chowk. She directed 
engineers to complete the cleaning of 
drains, repair damaged infrastructure and 
ensure availability of resources before the 
onset of monsoon.Officials have been 
asked to ensure that preventive measures 
are implemented on time to minimise 
disruption to residents during the rainy 
season.Chanwaria also reviewed the 
sanitation in these areas. Officials have 
been directed to ensure garbage collection 
occurs on time and cleanliness is 
maintained so as to prevent clogging of 
dra inage  sys tems,  which  of ten  
contributes to waterlogging during heavy 
rain.She warned that negligence at any 
level would not be tolerated and stressed 
accountability in the execution of the 
planned measures.MCG faces recurring 
complaints of waterlogging in several 
parts of the city during monsoon, which 
causes  t r a f f i c  d i s rup t ions  and  
inconvenience for residents.

DEHLI/NCR

Roads under water; trees & poles 
uprooted: Cities on knees again

Noida/Ghaziabad. The showers that started Friday 
and continued on Sunday has led to heavy 
waterlogging in Noida and Ghaziabad.

A park for children in Noida Sector 51 has turned into 
a shallow pool, while parks and green belts in 
sectors 119, 12, 30, 120, etc., also remained out of 
bounds due to flooding.Low-lying areas, like 
Botanical Garden Metro station in Noida and Jagat 
Farm Market in Greater Noida, are under at least 
two feet of water. Meanwhile, residents reported 
flooded roads and basements in Noida sectors 22, 
30, 36, 51, 62, 71, 104, 105, 72, 117, 122, 99, 
etc.The picture is similar in Ghaziabad, with Abhay 
Khand, Loni, and Muradnagar facing waterlogging.

Late on Sunday, following reports of 12 people stuck 
in Tronica City due to heavy waterlogging, a team 
of Ghaziabad NDRF carried out a rescue operation. 
Considering a warning of heavy rain ahead, NDRF 
teams are on high alert for emergency response in 
Noida and Ghaziabad.Residents blamed the 
authorities for not taking adequate measures to 
check flooding.“The Noida Authority failed to 
prepare for the monsoon in advance. All its claims 
have fallen flat. In Sector 51, people are wading 
through one-and-a-half feet to two feet of water. 
The Sunday showers also left houses and basements 
flooded.

News box

Woman dies by suicide in 
Gurgaon, FIR against husband 
and in-laws for abetment

Gurgaon.(Agency)
A 38-year-old woman died by suicide at her residence in 

Sector 48 on Monday evening. The police filed an FIR at 
Sadar police station against the husband and his 
relatives for abetment to suicide under BNS after the 
woman’s family filed a complaint.

The deceased, Saroj, lived with her husband at Vipul 
World in Sector 48. She was a homemaker.

Police said a preliminary inquiry suggests that she had an 
argument with her husband shortly before the incident.

A police team reached the spot and initiated inquest 
proceedings. The body was sent for autopsy and later 
handed over to the family.Police said statements of 
family members and neighbours are being recorded to 
establish the sequence of events. Investigators are also 
examining whether there was any history of domestic 
discord or harassment.Officials said legal action will be 
taken on the basis of the findings of the investigation. 
No arrests have been made so far.

Gurgaon.(Agency)
  The special task force (STF) of Haryana 

Police on Tuesday arrested a key member 
of the Deepak Nandal gang following an 
encounter near Bandhwari village. Police 
said Nivesh alias Dilla is one of the 
shooters of the gang.Nivesh, a resident 
of Jajal village in Sonipat district, was 
nabbed in the wee hours after he opened 
fire on a police team attempting to 
intercept him. Police returned fire in 
self-defence and overpowered the 
accused, who sustained a bullet injury in 
his leg during the exchange. He was later 
admitted to Civil Hospital in Sector 10 
for treatment. An illegal pistol was 
seized from his possession, police 
said.According to STF officials, specific 
intelligence inputs were received on April 
13 indicating that Nandal, who is 
operating his gang from abroad, tasked 
Nivesh with carrying out a firing at the 
office of a Gurgaon-based businessman 
for extortion. Acting on the tip-off, the 
STF team laid a blockade near 
Bandhwari.

“At 12.50am, the police signalled a 

motorcycle rider to stop. Instead, the 
suspect tried to flee and fired multiple 
rounds at the team. Two bullets struck the 
bulletproof jackets of sub-inspector (SI) 
Vivek and probationary SI Vikas, 

preventing injuries,” a police officer said.
A case was registered against Nivesh under 

sections 109(1) (attempt to murder), 
121(1) (voluntarily causing hurt or 
grievous hurt to deter a public servant 
from his duty), 132 (assaulting or using 
criminal force against a public servant to 
prevent them from discharging their 
duties), 221 (voluntarily obstructing a 
public servant from performing their 

official duties) of BNS and under the 
Arms Act at DLF Phase-1 police station.

During preliminary questioning, police 
found that Nivesh was an active member 
of the gang and was involved in supplying 

weapons in previous incidents, 
including a firing case in Karnal. He, 
according to the investigators, is also 
suspected to have facilitated 
weapons in a Feb 2026 firing 
incident targeting a businessman in 
Gurgaon in which shooters fired a 
gunshot outside his office located at 
Golf Course Road.Police said the 
accused was wanted in connection 
with an FIR registered on Feb 26, 
2026, at DLF Phase-1 police station. 

STF officials said interrogation is 
underway to gather details about other 
members of the gang and its network.Last 
year, Nandal was named in three FIRs in 
the city alone — for engineering the firing 
on rapper Rahul Yadav alias Fazilpuria’s 
car on Southern Peripheral Road on July 
14, the contract killing of property dealer 
Rohit Shokeen on Aug 4 and the firing at 
real estate company MNR Buildmark’s 

NOIDA.(Agency)
P r o t e s t s  o v e r  m i n i m u m  w a g e  

implementation intensified across parts 
of Haryana and Uttar Pradesh, with 
factory workers blocking roads, clashing 
with police, and triggering a wider law-
and-order response across industrial 
hubs.In Faridabad’s Sarai Khawaja area, 
e m p l o y e e s  o f  a n  a u t o m o t i v e  
components unit staged demonstrations 
for the second consecutive day on 
Tuesday, demanding enforcement of the 
revised minimum wages announced by 
the Haryana government.The protest 
briefly escalated when workers 
attempted to block a key service road 
along the Delhi–Agra Highway near a 
Motherson facility, prompting police 
intervention.Around 1,000 workers 
from the morning shift gathered near the 
factory around 8am, disrupting traffic 
movement. Police said 23 protesters 
were detained and an FIR registered after 
efforts to clear the road.The unrest 

follows Monday’s large-scale blockade 
of the Delhi–Agra National Highway 
near Prithla village in Palwal, as well as 
in Sarai Khawaja, where traffic remained 
paralysed for hours.Protesters alleged 
exploitative conditions, claiming they 
were being made to work up to 16 hours a 
day for a monthly salary of around Rs 
11,000.“With rising prices, survival on 
such wages is impossible. When we 
protested, police resorted to lathi-
charge,” one worker alleged.Officials, 
however, attributed the agitation to 
misinformation and a lack of clarity 
regarding the wage revision.Authorities 
said industries have been directed to 
inform workers that the revised wages, 
approved by the state cabinet on April 8, 
will be effective retrospectively from 
April 1. The new minimum wage has 
been fixed at Rs 15,220 per month, 
according to the government.Police said 
the situation in Faridabad was brought 
under control by the afternoon. “We 

reached the spot, engaged with workers, 
and cleared the road by 2 pm. Preventive 
action was taken against 23 individuals,” 
said a local SHO, adding that efforts are 
underway to identify others involved.In a 
parallel development, Palwal police 
have also registered a case against 
unidentified protesters involved in the 
highway blockade, invoking charges 
related to unlawful assembly, rioting, 
and obstruction of public ways under the 
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, along with 
provisions of the Highway Act. CCTV 
footage is being scanned to identify those 
responsible.Another group of workers 
staged a sit-in outside a company office 
in Faridabad’s Sector 37 on Tuesday 
morning. The protest continued for 
several hours before police dispersed the 
gathering, detaining around 20–25 
employees, who were later released.

While workers alleged forceful eviction, 
police maintained the action was 
necessary to restore order.The ripple 

effects of the wage issue were also 
visible in Noida, where recent protests 
turned violent, prompting a massive 
security clampdown. Uttar Pradesh DGP 
Rajeev Krishna said electronic and 
CCTV evidence has  ident i f ied 
individuals and groups allegedly 
r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  i n s t i g a t i n g  
unrest.“Action is being taken based on 
concrete evidence. We appeal to workers 
not to be misled by vested interests,” he 
said, adding that the situation is now 
under control.According to police, 
nearly 42,000 workers had protested 
across 83 locations in Noida on Monday, 
though violence was limited to two areas. 
More than 300 people have been 
detained so far, with seven FIRs 
registered.Police Commissioner Laxmi 
Singh said authorities are also probing 
the role of organised networks, pointing 
to the creation of multiple WhatsApp 
groups used to mobilise workers via QR 
codes.

Monsoon 2 months away, MCG 
steps up preparedness with 
checks at flood-prone spots

Haryana plans mixed sweeping 
model in new safai policy shift

NOIDA.(Agency)
Noida Entrepreneurs’ Association (NEA), which 

represents over 3,000 registered industrial units in the 
city, said the revision of minimum wages in the 
immediate aftermath of the recent violence would not 
only set a “wrong precedent” but also affect margins at 
a time when export units are already going through a 
tough phase because of the war in West Asia.

NEA president Vipin Malhan said protesters torched 
properties and held the govt ransom to get their 
demands met. “The high-power committee had invited 
NEA, which gave suggestions against immediate 
revision of wages, as it would set a wrong precedent, as 
next time, some other people will also protest and 
resort to violence. This will also put additional burden 
on the industries,” he said.He added that a Rs 3,000 
increase in salaries of five lakh industrial workers in 
Noida would cost the industry Rs 150 crore per month. 
GB Nagar has around 10,000 manufacturing units and 
15 lakh registered workers.

Sudhir Srivastava, who runs a wire harness 
manufacturing unit in Sector 59, said the committee’s 
decision to revise wages would be complied with, but 
said its timing was not suitable. “The factory workers 
went berserk and damaged properties in different 
industrial sectors unchecked. They damaged our 
properties, and now we are forced to pay a revised 
salary. We had suggested to the committee that the 
salary should be revised in one or two months once the 
matter cools down,” he said.Srivastava said his 
factory, which employs 150 workers, would face an 
additional expense of about Rs 7.5 lakh per month due 
to the revision. He added that industries are already 
under stress due to rising input costs, noting that 
copper, used in wire manufacturing, has increased 
from Rs 800 per kg to Rs 1,200 per kg. He also pointed 
to disruptions in sea routes amid the US-Iran conflict, 
which affected exports and put constraints on 
petroleum imports that added to operational strain.

Following the recent unrest, some workers left Noida for 
their native places, while several factories and 
companies remained shut on Tuesday over safety 
concerns. A single day’s closure is estimated to cost 
industries around Rs 2,000 crore, Srivastava 
said.Rakesh Kohli, who operates a small unit 
manufacturing ceiling fan components in Sector 10, 
said his factory has remained closed for the past three 
days.

Cracker sparks burn down 3 shops, 6 bikes

NOIDA.(Agency)
 A policy shift in urban sanitation — call it a 

mixed sweeping model — may be on the 
horizon in the state.

This comes after key observations made by 
Haryana chief minister Nayab Singh 
Saini that road sweeping is directly linked 
to the efficiency of door-to-door waste 
c o l l e c t i o n  s y s t e m s . T h i s  w a s  
communicated through the department of 
urban local bodies (ULB) to municipal 
corporations across the state. Once door-
to-door garbage collection is fully 
streamlined and functioning effectively, 
the need for daily road sweeping is 
significantly reduced or may not be 
required at all, the note said quoting the 
CM.However, acknowledging practical 
challenges, the CM noted that it may take 
time to stabilise and fully implement 
door-to-door collection across urban 
areas. As an interim measure, Haryana 
govt has suggested a balanced approach: 
manual sweeping for six days a week and 
mechanical sweeping on alternate days, 
simultaneously. This arrangement, after a 
year, will be reviewed and then submitted 
for the CM’s directions.“A revised RFP 
has been circulated and the CM has also 
instructed as follows: Once door-to-door 
collection is perfected, the daily sweeping 
is not required,” the order said.MCG, 
however, already sent an estimate for 

manual and mechanised road sweeping of 
the city for a period of five years. “We 
already sent the proposal for five years but 
we will now revise it to one year as per the 
ULB department directions,” MCG 
c o m m i s s i o n e r  P r a d e e p  D a h i y a  
said.However, in a city like Gurgaon, 
where road dust is a major contributor to 
air pollution, experts warn that reducing 
sweeping frequency without robust dust-
control measures could aggravate the 
problem.

Convener of two groups — Gurgaon 
Residents Against Pollution and Making 
Model Gurgaon — Gauri Sarin said, 
“Given many challenges, road sweeping 
cannot be reduced or done away with at 
this stage.”“Garbage-vulnerable points 
tend to emerge on roads when doorstep 
waste collection is not fully streamlined, 
which likely is the basis of the CM’s 
observations. However, significant gaps 
remain. We still need to strengthen 
roadside infrastructure  such as  
developing proper pavements, installing 
adequate bins, and deploying more 
efficient road-cleaning machinery. The 
current sanitation systems and resources 
are not sufficient for the city’s needs. 
Dedicated horticulture bins are also 
essential for managing green waste,” 
Sarin said.Requesting anonymity, a 
former consultant, who has closely 

worked with the Haryana municipal 
corporations and is also a waste 
management expert, said, “RFPs should 
be long term and cannot be open-ended. 
While making the RFPs, such conditions 
cannot be put up that sweeping will be 
done for a year or the arrangement will be 
reviewed first because in such cases, the 
contractors quote higher prices. In such 
cases where uncertainty over the 
contract’s duration is higher, the loss is 
ultimately borne by the govt since 
contractors quote higher charges.”

He added, “Having said that, there have 
been studies that show that the frequency 
of sweeping can be reduced if the 
doorstep waste collection is perfect. 
However, it can in no condition be done 
away with. In cities like Gurgaon and 
Faridabad, there is so much dust, there are 
stray cattle roaming, unchecked 
construction dust etc due to which 
sweeping is necessary.”The ULB 
department purchased these sweeping 
machines in 2019. Subsequently, the 
operations and maintenance of 44 such 
mach ines  ac ros s  va r ious  s t a t e  
corporations were outsourced to a private 
company for five years, although the 
machines remain the property of the ULB. 
In Gurgaon, the private firm previously 
operating the machines was awarded the 
work in Sept 2019 for five years till March 

31, 2025, after which the agency was 
given a one-year extension.After the 
contract of the private agency responsible 
for operating and maintaining.

Wage hike sets bad 
precedent, will stress 
industry: Noida 
Entrepreneurs’ Association

Noida.(Agency)
Residents of a few towers in ATS One 

Hamlet, a residential society in Sector 
104, have complained of noise and air 
pollution from a sewage treatment plant 
(STP) located on the premises of the 
Maharshi Mahesh Yogi Ashram Trust, 
adjoining the society.

In a complaint submitted to the chief 
minister’s office on March 16, the 
apartment owners’ association (AOA) 
alleged that the STP, located on the plot 
adjacent to the society’s residential 
towers 2, 3 and 4, was discharging 
untreated or  par t ia l ly  t reated 
wastewater into the open, which flows 

into the green belt and accumulates in 
the form of stagnant pools.“The 
discharged water is black, frothy and 
emits a strong odour,” the letter reads, 
seeking inspection by concerned 
authorities and immediate remedial 
steps.

Talking to TOI, the AOA president 
Sanjeev Varma said that if the water 
spilling from the STP is treated water, it 
should have been reused in accordance 
with pollution control norms instead of 
being allowed to flow in the open. He 
added that repeated attempts to raise the 
issue with the ashram authorities did 
not yield any resolution.

Co staffer, aide held for 

abducting colleague, forcing 

him to transfer Rs2.5L

Ghaziabad.(Agency)
Police have made no headway in the rape and murder of a 

four-year-old girl, three days after her body was found.
Having checked over 100 CCTV cameras at railway 

stations and bus stands in Delhi-NCR, police are yet to 
arrest the girl’s maternal uncle. The autopsy report 
confirmed that the girl was brutally raped and later 
strangled by her uncle, a resident of Muzaffarnagar.

On Saturday, the girl was found murdered under a parked 
car in the Teela Mor area. “The accused doesn’t use the 
phone and that’s why we don’t get his exact location. We 
learnt that the accused is addicted to marijuana and that’s 
why we checked more than 50 parks in the area,” 
Shalimar Garden ACP Atul Singh said, adding that 
police have formed five teams and conducted raids at 
several places in Delhi-NCR, Muzaffarnagar and other 
places.The ACP also said that police got some CCTV 
cameras in which he was walking with the body and, in 
another footage, he was standing near the car, along 
Bikaner 80-Foot Road where he dumped the girl. In one 
footage, he was seen running towards Delhi.

A source in police said, during investigation, police learnt 
that for the last one year, the accused has not talked to his 
wife and children. His family stays in Muzaffarnagar.

Police said they received a Dial 112 call around 8pm on 
Saturday about the child’s body lying under a white car. 
She was missing for more than eight hours by then. The 
body was sent for an autopsy and forensic teams 
collected evidence from the spot.Police said that the 
accused raped the girl at his rented room, which was 
taken by him one month ago near the victim’s house. The 
girl was the second of three siblings. Her parents work as 
daily wagers. According to the family, the child was 
taken from outside her home around noon, when only 
she and her grandfather were present. Her grandfather is 
blind.On Saturday afternoon, he came to the house while 
the girl was sitting outside eating ice cream and took her 
away, saying he would buy her more things. After the 
girl’s mother returned home and realised her daughter 
was missing, the family began searching for her in the 
neighbourhood. Hours later, the family was informed by 
police about the body. At the hospital, they identified her 
as their daughter.An FIR has been registered against the 
accused under Sections 103 (1) (punishment for 
murder), 238 (causing disappearance of evidence of 
offence, or giving false information to screen offenders) 
and 65 (2) (rape) of BNS and relevant sections of the 
POCSO Act at Teela Mod police station.

Man assured ‘

Feed from 100 cams checked, 
cops yet to trace uncle for 
rape & murder

Noida Sector 104 condo residents flag 
stench, noise from ashram STP
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New Delhi: In the mid-
dle of the capital’s fast-paced
urban life, Lodhi Garden
stands as a rare sanctuary
where history and nature
coexist in quiet harmony. As
the iconic garden turns 90
today, it continues to draw
walkers, historians, and
tourists alike, offering a liv-
ing window into Delhi’s lay-
ered past. Spread across
acres of lush greenery,
Lodhi Garden traces its ori-
gins back to the 15th centu-

ry, when rulers of the Lodi
dynasty chose the site as a
burial ground. The garden
houses architectural gems
such as the tombs of
Muhammad Shah and
Sikandar Lodi, making it
one of the few public spaces
where medieval history is
seamlessly woven into
everyday life. Its transfor-
mation into a public garden
began in 1936 under British
rule, when Lady Willingdon
redesigned the area as Lady

Willingdon Park, creating a
landscaped setting around
the historic tombs.
Following Independence in
1947, it was renamed Lodhi
Garden, symbolising a shift
toward reclaiming India’s
heritage. The garden under-
went another major
redesign in 1968, led by
American landscape archi-
tect Garrett Eckbo and
architect Joseph Allen Stein.
Their vision introduced fea-
tures such as a glass house,

a scenic lake with fountains,
and curated spaces like a
bonsai park and rose gar-
den, transforming it into a
modern urban retreat with-
out disturbing its historical
essence. Beyond its famed
tombs, the garden also
shelters lesser-known
relics, including a mysteri-
ous turret believed to date
back to the Tughlaq
dynasty. These structures
quietly narrate centuries of
Delhi’s evolution. Today, as
it marks nine decades in its
present form, Lodhi
Garden remains more than
just a park, it is a cultural
landmark where heritage,
ecology, and community
life intersect. From morn-
ing joggers to heritage
walks, it continues to serve
as a breathing space for the
city, reminding Delhi of its
past while offering respite
in the present.

MCD flags off sanitation vehicles in south zone
New Delhi: In a push to strengthen sanitation infrastructure in the capital, the

Municipal Corporation of Delhi on Wednesday flagged off a fleet of sanitation vehicles and
equipment in the South Zone under a Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) initiative sup-
ported by Indraprastha Gas Limited. The vehicles and tools, including one CNG tipper, 25
electric rickshaws, 15 cycle rickshaws and 65 wheelbarrows, were formally flagged off dur-
ing a ceremony held in Saket. The initiative aims to enhance waste collection and improve
sanitation services at the grassroots level. MCD Commissioner Sanjeev Khirwar attended
the event as the chief guest, along with South Zone Deputy Commissioner Rakesh Kumar
and IGL’s Head of CSR Amit Dixit. Representatives from resident welfare associations
(RWAs), market associations, NGOs, school students and local residents were also pres-
ent. Addressing the gathering, Khirwar expressed appreciation for IGL’s contribution
and said the newly inducted vehicles would significantly improve sanitation operations in
the area. He called upon citizens to actively participate in maintaining cleanliness and
stressed the importance of waste segregation at the household level. Highlighting the
role of community participation, the Commissioner encouraged RWAs to work towards
becoming “zero waste colonies.” He added that the MCD would provide financial incen-
tives to housing societies adopting better waste management practices, underlining the
civic body’s commitment to long-term cleanliness and sustainable urban living. The pro-
gramme witnessed enthusiastic participation from over
100 attendees across different sections of society. School
children performed cultural programmes centred on com-
munity participation and
cleanliness awareness, and
were felicitated for their
involvement.
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Faridabad: Faridabad
police busted a gang run-
ning a fake call centre and
arrested six persons for
allegedly defrauding peo-
ple by offering a bonus on
an insurance policy. The
call centre was run from a
rented accommodation in
Tilak Nagar, Delhi.
According to the police, a
resident of Trikha colony,
Ballabhgarh, lodged a
complaint at the Cyber
Police Station,
Ballabhgarh, stating that
he had a policy with
Future Generali Insurance
Solutions. On September
3, 2025, he received a call

from someone claiming to
be from the insurance

company's verification
department, claiming a

bonus of Rs 93,525, which
the agent claimed. He said

if the complainant claimed
this, he would have to pur-

chase a dummy policy and
pay Rs 36,000. Convinced
by their words, the com-
plainant sent the money to
the account provided.
After this, he received
repeated calls from
alleged employees of the
insurance company, who
extorted a total of Rs
7,70,630 from him in the
name of pre-maturing the
policy and ensuring the
full amount. Based on this
complaint, a case was reg-
istered at the Cyber Police
Station in Ballabgarh
under relevant sections.
While investigating, the
cyber police team busted

the illegal call centre on
Tuesday night in Tilak
Nagar, Delhi, and arrested
the six accused. The
accused were identified as
Mohammad Aslam Raza,
Rohit Kumar, Mukesh
Gupta, Shubham, and
Rahul, residents of Delhi,
and Sachin Mittal, a resi-
dent of Sonipat in
Haryana. “During interro-
gation, it was revealed that
the call center in Tilak
Nagar, Delhi, was being
operated by Aslam, Rohit,
and Sachin. They had rent-
ed two floors of a building
and opened a fake call cen-
ter. At the time of the inci-
dent, they were running a
call center in Subhash
Nagar, Delhi. Rohit,

Aslam, and Sachin had
called the complainant and
defrauded him of his
money. The other three
accused, Mukesh, Rahul,
and Shubham, worked as
callers at the call center on
a salary. Aslam, Rohit and
Sachin together used to
obtain account, phone
SIM and insurance policy
data from others. Accused
Mukesh, Rahul and
Shubham have been sent
to jail, while Aslam, Rohit
and Sachin have been
taken on five days of police
remand and are being
questioned,” said Yashpal,
the spokesperson of
Faridabad police.

Faridabad police bust
fake call centre in Delhi, 6 arrested

Narcotics worth over Rs 12 crore
seized at airport from passenger

New Delhi: Officers of the Air Intelligence Unit (AIU) of
Indian Customs at Indira Gandhi International (IGI) Airport
seized over 12.9 kilograms of suspected ganja from a pas-
senger arriving from Bangkok, officials said The operation
was carried out on March 31 during surveillance of Flight
No. 6E1064 (BKK–DEL). Acting on specific profiling, cus-
toms officers intercepted the passenger and subjected his
baggage to X-ray screening, which revealed suspicious con-
tents, an official said. Upon detailed examination, 13 poly-
bags containing a green-coloured substance suspected to
be ganja (marijuana) were recovered. The gross weight of
the seized material was approximately 13,220 grams, while
the net weight stood at 12,910 grams. The estimated value
of the contraband is around Rs 12.91 crore, the The seized
substance, along with its packing material, has been confis-
cated under Section 43(a) of the Narcotic Drugs and
Psychotropic Substances (NDPS) Act, 1985.

RAMGARHIA CO-OPERATIVE BANK LTD.,
1/4, Desh Bandhu Gupta Road, Pahar Ganj,

New Delhi – 110 055
Phone: 011-40192447 011-45595302

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that Mr. Bhupinder Kumar Sharma S/o Sh. Ram Avtar
Singh R/o
(1) Nanak Darbar, Chander Vihar, Nilothi, New Delhi
(2) H. No.631, Mohan Nagar, Nazeem Pura, Bhurh Bhulandshahar, Uttar
Pradesh-274001
(3) Najib Pura Bhod H-66, Mohan Nagar, Near Ram Mandir, Bulandshahar U.P.
[Designation Peon] EMP Code: EMP00039 has been continuously absent from
duty without sanctioned leave and has remained unauthorized absent for the
last Five Years and Eleven Months. Despite repeated official communications
issued at his last known address, no response has been received.
The above conduct constitutes serious misconduct and gross negligence of
duty under applicable service rules.
Mr. Bhupinder Kumar Sharma is hereby granted a final opportunity to report for
duty and submit an explanation with all supporting documents within 30 (thirty)
days from the date of publication of this notice. Failure to comply will be
deemed as voluntary abandonment of service.
In such event, disciplinary proceedings shall be initiated in accordance with the
established rules and his services shall be liable to be terminated/removed
from service, without any further notice, as per law.

Sd/-
Chief Executive Officer

Ramgarhia Co-operative Bank Ltd.,
New Delhi.

Place: New Delhi
Date: 15-04-2026

NAME CHANGE
I, SUGANI DEVI Mother of Army No-
6506754Y Rank-SEP/ASH Name-
SUNIL KUMAR VISHNOI residing at
VILL-JAMBA KI DHANI, KRISHAN
NAGAR KLLA, DIST-PHALODI,
RAJASTHAN-342301, have
changed my name from SUGANI
DEVI to SUGANI for all future pur-
poses vide Affidavit dated 15/04/2026
before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, KIRAN PAL S/O GANDA RAM
residing at H NO-156, B-9, SEC-
TOR-4, ROHINI, DELHI-110085.
have Changed my name to KIRAN
PAL SINGH  for all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I shelly W/o Govinda  R/o 23-D
kamla nagar ,Delhi - 110007 have
changed my name to shelly singhal
for All future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, LAKITA wife of NO- 17006604N
Rank- NK Name- DHANASUKHA
PATIDAR residing at WARD NO-
05, VPO-BARKHEDA LOYA,
TEHSIL-GAROTH, DIST-MAND-
SAUR, MADHYA PRADESH-
458880, have changed my name
from LAKITA to LAKITA GOTHI for
all future purposes vide Affidavit
dated 15/04/2026 before Executive
Magistrate, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that I,
KRISHNA CHAKI W/o P K CHAKI,
R/o FLAT NO-C-011, TOWER-10,
TYPE-4, KIDWAI NAGAR, DELHI-
110023, declare that name of
mine has been wrongly written as
SMT KRISHNA PRAVIR CHAKI in
my Service Record. The actual
name of mine is KRISHNA CHAKI,
which may be amended accord-
ingly.  It is certified that I have
complied with other legal require-
ments in this connection.

NAME CHANGE
I, MOHAMMED REHAN  S/O
ABDUL NAIM  R/O H NO-4678/21
FIRST FLOOR ANSARI ROAD
DAYRA GANJ DELHI 110002
HAVE CHANGED MY NAME TO
MOHAMMAD REHAN

NAME CHANGE
I, MOHAMMAD  REHAN  S/O
ABDUL NAIM  R/O H NO-4678/21
FIRST FLOOR ANSARI ROAD
DAYRA GANJ DELHI 110002
HAVE CHANGED THE NAME OF
MY MINOR  DAUGHTERS  RAFIA
AND SHE SHALL HERE ALFTER
BE KNOW AS RAFIYA

NAME CHANGE
I, MOHAMMAD SABIR S/O JABIR
AHMED R/O 97 A DDA FLATS
DELHI SHASTRI PARK 110053
HAVE CHANGED MY NAME To
MOHD SABIR

NAME CHANGE
I, MOHAMMAD ISMAIL S/O
MOHD SABIR  JABIR R/O 97 A
DDA FLATS DELHI SHASTRI
PARK 110053 HAVE CHANGED
MY NAME To MOHD ISMAIL

NAME CHANGE
I, RAJVINDER W/o Ramandeep
Singh R/o 50-A, F/F Back Side,
Block – New T, Uttam Nagar, Delhi-
110059, have changed my name to
RAJVINDER KAUR permanently.

NAME CHANGE
I, SWATI SUNIL MISHRA W/o
Sunil Kumar Mishra R/o Flat
No.263, SFS Colony, Ashok Vihar
Phase-4, Delhi-110052, have
changed my name from SWATI
SUNIL MISHRA to SWATI S
MISHRA permanently.

NAME CHANGE
I, SUNIL KUMAR  S/o Dina Nath
Mishra R/o Flat No.263, SFS Colony,
Ashok Vihar Phase-4, Delhi-110052,
have changed my name from SUNIL
KUMAR to SUNIL KUMAR MISHRA
permanently.

PUBLIC NOTICE
GENERAL PUBLIC IS HEREBY
INFORMED THAT BACK CHAIN
OF "PLOT BEARING NO. 49,
ADMEASURING 35 SQ. YARDS
BEARING PID NO. 1B2K3OV0,
OUT OF MUSTATIL NO. 34//5/2, 7,
14/1, SITUATED AT SANJAY
COLONY SECTOR-23, IN WAKA
MAUZA GAUNCHI, SUB-TEHSIL
GAUNCHI, DISTRICT FARID-
ABAD, HARYANA" I.E. "ORIGINAL
SALE DEED DT. 27.12.1990 EXE-
CUTED BY MR. MAHENDER
KUMAR IN FAVOUR OF MR.
HUKAM SINGH IN RESPECT OF
THE SAID PROPERTY AS DOC.
NO. 6966." HAS BEEN LOST BY
THE CURRENT OWNER MRS.
MAMTA YADAV W/O MR. ANIL
YADAV, R/O, 8989, F BLOCK, SAN-
JAY COLONY, SECTOR-23,
FARIDABAD, HARYANA AND SAID
OWNER MRS. MAMTA YADAV
PURCHASED THE SAID PROPER-
TY VIDE SALE DEED DT.
31.01.2025 EXECUTED BY MR.
HUKAM SINGH IN FAVOUR OF
MRS. MAMTAYADAV IN RESPECT
OF THE SAID PROPERTY AS
DOC. NO. 2355 IN SRO GAUNCHI
NOW MRS. MAMTA YADAV
WANTS TO TAKE LOAN AGAINST
THE SAID PROPERTY FROM
WONDER HOME FINANCE.
PLEASE SUBMIT THE SAID ORIG-
INAL SALE DEED IF FIND BY ANY
PERSON. ALSO PLEASE CON-
TACT WITH WRITTEN OBJEC-
TION LETTER WITH RELEVANT
DOCUMENTS WITH UNDER-
SIGNED IF HAVING ANY OBJEC-
TION IN RESPECT OF SAID
PROPERTY/SALE DEED WITHIN
07 DAYS OF THIS PUBLICATION.
ITS USE BY ANYONE IS ILLEGAL.

ADITYA VERMA, ADVOCATE 
E-16, MANSAROVAR PARK,
SHAHDARA, DELHI-110032

MOBILE NO. 9999042521 

PUBLIC NOTICE
This is to inform you that Mrs.
Suman Mehto, W/o Mr. Baiju
Mehto, is intending to purchase the
ground floor, admeasuring 35 sq.
yards, out of the entire freehold
built-up property bearing Municipal
No. 3061/224 (Property No. 3061,
Gali No. 224), constructed on land
admeasuring 50 sq. yards (41.80
sq. meters), being part of old Plot
Nos. 14 & 15, situated in the area of
Village Chowkri Mubarakabad,
Abadi known as Chander Nagar, Tri
Nagar, Delhi-110035, from Mrs.
Savita. The original owner of the
entire property was Mr. Mam Raj,
who executed a Sale Deed dated
30.11.1965 in favour of Mr. Devi
Sahai Malhotra. Thereafter, Mr.
Devi Sahai Malhotra executed a
Will dated 14.10.1991 in favour of
Mrs. Shashi Bala. However, Mr.
Devi Sahai Malhotra had passed
away on 14.10.1988.. Thereafter,
Mrs. Shashi Bala passed away on
10.08.2021, leaving behind the fol-
lowing legal heirs: Mrs. Seema
Mehta (Daughter), Mrs. Veena Rani
(Daughter), Mrs. Kiran (Daughter),
Mr. Sushil Malhotra (Son), Mr.
Satpal Malhotra (Husband), Mrs.
Anju Bala (Daughter).
Subsequently, Mrs. Seema Mehta,
Mrs. Veena Rani, Mrs. Kiran, Mr.
Sushil Malhotra, and Mr. Satpal
Malhotra relinquished their respec-
tive shares in favour of Mrs. Anju
Bala through a Relinquishment
Deed dated 11.08.2022. Thereafter,
Mrs. Anju Bala sold the property to
Mrs. Preeti Gupta through a Sale
Deed dated 06.03.2023, and Mrs.
Preeti Gupta further sold the same
to Mrs. Savita through a Sale Deed
dated 10.05.2024. Consequently,
Mrs. Savita became the absolute
owner of the aforementioned prop-
erty. The property is confirmed to be
free from all kinds of litigation,
encumbrances, liens, charges, or
claims. Please also note that the
said property is proposed to be
financed by Vastu Housing Finance
Corporation Ltd., Noida Branch,
Uttar Pradesh.If any person(s)
objection & regarding subject prop-
erty, then kindly may submit his/her
objection within 07 days from the
date of the Notice in writing. The
said objection may be kindly sent to
the undersigned by way of the
Registered Post on the address
given below and by E-mail. failing
which, the claim as per aforesaid
shall be treated as null and void in
respect of the subject property.

[ASHWANI KUMAR]
Advocate

Chamber No. 122,
Tehsil Compound, 

Ghaziabad, U.P.
kumar2021ashwani@gmail.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
This is to inform you that Mr.
Pramod Tyagi is the owner of land
admeasuring 4948.00 sq. meters,
comprised in Khata No. 60, Khasra
No. 203M, situated at Village
Rampur (N.H.-9), Hapur, Uttar
Pradesh - 245101. As per the rev-
enue records, the original owner of
the entire property was Mr.
Mahender Singh. Unfortunately, Mr.
Mahender Singh expired on
30.10.2023, leaving behind the fol-
lowing legal heirs as recorded in the
Family Register: Mrs. Dhanesh
Devi (Wife), Mr. Pramod Tyagi
(Son), Ms. Prabha (Daughter), and
Ms. Guddi (Daughter).
Subsequently, Mrs. Dhanesh Devi
(Wife) and Mr. Pramod Tyagi (Son)
each held a share of 0.2474 hectare
in the property, as mentioned in the
Hissa Kashi dated 16.12.2025.
Thereafter, Mrs. Dhanesh Devi gift-
ed her share measuring 2474 sq.
yards to Mr. Pramod Tyagi through
a Gift Deed dated 16.02.2026, reg-
istered as Document No. 1405.
Consequently, Mr. Pramod Tyagi
has become the absolute and lawful
owner of the aforesaid property. The
property is free from all kinds of liti-
gation, encumbrances, liens,
charges, or claims. Please note that
the said property is proposed to be
financed by Shivalik Small Finance
Bank, Noida Branch, Uttar Pradesh.
If any person(s) objection & regard-
ing subject property, then kindly
may submit his/her objection from
the date of the Notice in writing. The
said objection may be kindly sent to
the undersigned by way of the
Registered Post on the address
given below and by E-mail. failing
which, the claim as per aforesaid
shall be treated as null and void in
respect of the subject property.

[ASHWANI KUMAR]
Advocate

Chamber No. 122,
Tehsil Compound, 

Ghaziabad, U.P.
kumar2021ashwani@gmail.com

NAME CHANGE
I ARCHANA W/O SACHIN KUMAR
R/O E-2/46, Gali No-1, To 11, East
Gokal Pur, Gokal Pur, Gokal Puri,
North East Delhi, Delhi-110094
have changed the name of my
minor daughter GARGI JAYANT
aged 13 years and she shall here-
after be known as CHANU.

NAME CHANGE
I, SHYAMVEER SHARMA son of
Shri KALU RAM SHARMA residing
at House No.41, Pandit Mohalla,
Near Holi Chowk, Jona Pur, South
Delhi, Delhi-110047, have changed
the name of my minor son KAVYA
BHARDWAJ aged 13 years and he
shall hereafter be known as
KUNAL BHARDWAJ.

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that I
MOHD BASHIR AHMED S/O
MOHD ZAINUL ABEDEEN R/O
J4/66B, Khirki Extn, Malviya Nagar,
South Delhi, Delhi-110017 declare
that name of mine and my wife has
been written written as BASHIR
AHMAD and NUSRAT PERWEEN
in my minor son MOHAMMAD
ZAID BASHIR aged 10 years in his
school record. The actual name of
mine and my wife are MOHD
BASHIR AHMED and NUSRAT
PARVEEN respectively which may
be amended accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as SHISHANT
S/O RAKESH KUMAR R/O G-189,
Ram Colony, Chattarpur Extn,
Chhattar, Dist: South Delhi, Delhi-
110074 have changed my name
and shall hereafter be known as
SHISHANT RATHORE.

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information
HEMANT SEHGAL S/O SATISH
SEHGAL R/O A 12/A, First Floor,
Near Lal Mandir, Niti Vihar, Kirari
Suleman Nagar, Sultanpuri C
Block, North West Delhi, Delhi-
110086 declare that name of mine
and my minor daughter has been
wrongly written as GULJAR SINGH
and SEERAT KAUR in my minor
daughter SANAYA SEHGAL aged 9
years in her Aadhar card No-
478958884298. The actual name of
mine and my minor daughter are
HEMANT SEHGAL and SANAYA
SEHGAL respectively which may
be amended accordingly

NAME CHANGE
I ABDUL KARIM S/O MAUJI KHAN
R/O VILLAGE KHANDAWLI BAL-
LABGARH FARIDABAD
HARYANA 121004 have changed
my name to ABDUL KAREEM
Permanently for all Future purpose

NAME CHANGE
I RATAN KR MISHRA S/O
SHREEKANT MISHRA R/O , GC-
5 FLAT NO -20 PUL PEHLADPUR
NEAR MCD TOLL TAX
BADARPUR KALKAJI DELHI-
110044 have changed my name to
RATAN MISHRA Permanently for
all Future purpose

NAME CHANGE
I PRINCE KUMAR DWIVEDI S/O
RAJ SHANKAR DWIVEDI R/O ,H.
NO 45 A SHIV MANDIR GALI NO -
4 MAUJPUR DELHI-110053 have
changed my name to PRINCE
DWIVEDI Permanently for all
Future purpose

NAME CHANGE
I KUSH NOOR JAHA W/O ALI
HASAN R/O S-221/183 VISHNU
GARDEN DELHI-110018 have
changed my name to KHUSH-
NOOR JAHAN Permanently for all
Future purpose

NAME CHANGE
I SANJEEV KUMAR SATIA S/O
RAM LAL SATIA R/O 1/6079
STREET NO 02 EAST ROHTAS
NAGAR SHAHDARA DELHI-
110032 have changed my name to
SANJEEV SETIA Permanently for
all Future purpose

NAME CHANGE
I HIMANSHU PASI S/O HIRA LAL
PASI R/O , B- 1250 , 2ND FLOOR,
GREEN FIELD COLONY, NEAR
NHPC CHOWK NHPC COLONY
FARIDABAD HARYANA 121010
have changed my name to HIMAN-
SHU PASSI Permanently for all
Future purpose

NAME CHANGE
I BLESSEY JOBY W/O JOBY
CHERIAN R/O G-264/1-B PH-6
AYA NAGAR DELHI- 110047 have
changed my name to BLESSEY
VARGHESE Permanently for all
Future purpose

NAME CHANGE
I, NISHU W/o Harish R/o H.No.A-
80, Krishna Gali No.2, Jagdamba
Colony, Johri Pur, Gokal Pur,
North-East Delhi- 110094 have
changed my minor daughter name
from DHANVIKA to MISTY for all
future purposes

Public Notice 
It is for general information that I,
POONAM NAGAR wife of Shri
VINOD NAGAR, residing at House
No. H 10, H Block, Saurabh Vihar,
Badarpur, PO: Jaitpur, District:
South Delhi, Delhi-110044, declare
that name of mine has been wrong-
ly written as POONAM in my minor
daughter namely DIVYA NAGAR
aged 10 years in her School
Records. The actual name of mine
is POONAM NAGAR, which may
be amended accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as SANJANA
TIWARI D/O PRADHYUMAN
TIWARI R/O Jhuggi No-N
16/A/228, Ground Floor, Sanjay
Basti, Civil Lines, North Delhi,
Delhi-110054 have changed my
name and shall hereafter be known
as SANJANA.

NAME CHANGE
I, SONI W/o VINEET SINGH R/o
97, ISARAPUR, TERVAKULLI,
BABATMAU, PO: MALLAWAN,
DIST: HARDOI, UTTAR
PRADESH-241303, have changed
my name from SONI to SUMITRA
SINGH for all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as MOHAMMAD
IRSAD S/O MD KABIR R/O Mc
Primary School Metro Vihar, 155
Village, Holambi Khurd, North
West Delhi, Delhi-110082 have
changed my name and shall here-
after be known as MOHD IRSAD.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Be it known to all that my clients
Mahesh Kumar S/o Hukum Chand,
and Madhu, W/o Mahesh Kumar,
both R/o House No. 517, Near
Telephone Exchange, Azad Nagar,
Khekra, Baghpat, U.P.-250101 have
severed all their relations with
daughter, Ritika Kheriwal, and have
disowned / Debarred her from all
their movable and immovable prop-
erties/assets her misbehavior/mis-
conduct towards my clients. If any
body deals with her in any manner
will do so at his/her/their own risk
and responsibility. My clients shall
not be held responsible for any kind
of act done by their daughter.

Vipin Kumar Sharma, Advocate
Chamber No. 813-814,

Patiala House Court,
New Delhi-110001

PUBLIC NOTICE:
LOSS OF DOCUMENTS

I, Sunil Chaudhary, S/o Late Sh.
Harvansh Singh, R/o 1/34A, Sadar
Bazar, Delhi Cantt-110010, have
lost original property documents for
properties at Village Mehrauli,
Pargana Dasna, Tehsil & District
Ghaziabad. Sale Deed
(09.03.2006): Katar Singh to Sunil
Chaudhary (Khasra No. 319; Area:
0.04157 hc, and  Khasra No. 318;
Area: 0.04842 hc). Sale Deed
(09.03.2006): Anar Singh to Sunil
Chaudhary (Khasra No. 319; Area:
0.04157 hc). Transfer Deed
(17.06.2008): Exchange of 0.08314
hc in Khasra No.319 with share of
Ajay Kumar & Harish Chander in
Khasra No. 318. FIR lodged vide
LR No. 197167/2026. Finder please
contact above address. Anyone
dealing with these documents does
so at their own risk.

NAME CHANGE
I, BABLOO S/o MUKHTIAR SINGH
R/o D-254 FIRST FLOOR, J J
COLONY, MADIPUR, DELHI-110063
have changed my name to BABLU.

NAME CHANGE
I, SUNIL KUMAR S/o Dinesh Chand
Kushwa R/o RZF-766/31C, Gali No.6,
Raj Nagar Part-2, Palam Colony,
Delhi-110077, have changed my
name to SUNIL SINGH permanently.

NAME CHANGE
I, LEENA PANWAR W/o HEMEN-
DRA KUMAR SINGH R/o D-402,
Godrej Icon, Sector 88A, Gurgaon-
122505, Haryana, have changed my
name to LEENA SINGH permanently.

NAME CHANGE
I, HEMENDRA KUMAR SINGH
R/o D-402, Godrej Icon, Sector
88A, Gurgaon-122505, Haryana,
have changed my minor daugh-
ter’s name from ANANYA to
ANANYA SINGH permanently.

NAME CHANGE
I, BHUPENDRA KUMAR GAUTAM
S/o Shivram Sharma R/o J&K-142,
Laxmi Nagar, Delhi-110092, have
changed my name to BHUPENDER
KUMAR GAUTAM permanently.

NAME CHANGE
I,KALPANA GAUTAM W/o BHU-
PENDER KUMAR GAUTAM R/o
J&K-142, Laxmi Nagar, Delhi-
110092, have changed my name to
KALPANA permanently.

NAME CHANGE
I, VEERABATHRAN SETHURAMAN
S/O SETHU RAMAN R/O D-3,
THIRD FLOOR JAI HIND APART-
MENT 266-P II C , WARD NO-2
GAUSHALA ROAD MEHRAULI,
DELHI-110030 DECLARE THAT
GIVEN NAME VEERABATHRAN
SURNAME SETHURAMAN .

NAME CHANGE
I, Mohammad Shahid S/o
Mohammad Yasin R/o Village and
post Banethu Distt. Sant Kabir Nagar,
Uttar Pradesh-272152 have changed
my name to Mohd Shahid.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as S. SHARMA W/o
DULICHAND SHARMA R/o H. No. B
- 711 , New Ashok Nagar , Dist : East
Delhi , Delhi - 110096 have changed
my name and shall hereafter be
known as SHAKUNTALA DEVI.

NAME CHANGE
I PADATE VILAS DATTU legally
father of Army no - 2819021 Y, Rank -
NK, Name - PADATE MAYUR VILAS,
Presently residing, At - Yamekon,
Post- Kine Teh - Ajara, Dist - Kolhapur, 
State- Maharashtra, Pin - 416504,
have changed my name from
PADATE VILAS DATTU to VILAS
DATTU PADATE for all future purpos-
es. Vide affidavit dated 15/04/2026
before Notary Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that I
ABHISHEK SAMANTA S/o AMAL
KUMAR SAMANTA R/o Flat No. F5,
Plot No. 135, Kashish Palace, Rose
Park, Shalimar Garden Extension-I,
Sahibabad, Ghaziabad, Shalimar
Garden,  Uttar Pradesh - 201005
declare that the name of my Mother
has been wrongly written as SONALI
SAMANTA in my 10th & 12th Class
Educational Documents . The actual
name of  my Mother is SAMAPTI
SAMANTA, Which may be amended
accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
I, MUKESH  S/o SHRICHAND, R/o
Saidpur Husainpur, PO: Modi Nagar,
DIST: Ghaziabad, Uttar Pradesh –
201204 have changed the name of
my minor son  CHITRANSH SAIN
aged 3 years and he shall hereafter
be known as GAURANSH SAIN.

NAME CHANGE
I Santosh Yadav S/O Jokhai residing
Rema kakrahi, Gorakhpur Uttar
Pradesh-273408 have changed  the
name of my daughters Niteeka aged
14 year and she shall hereafter be
known as Nikita Yadav .

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as chimta kumari
W/O Mukesh residing House no.C-
75, Street No.-2 New Seemapuri,
Jhilmil, PO: Jhilmil, DIST: Shahdara
Delhi-110095 have changed my
name and she shall hereafter be
known as Chinta kumari

NAME CHANGE
I, Anil Kumar Singh S/O Ram
Pravesh Singh R/O 23A, SUJAN
SINGH BLOCK, CONNAUGHT
PLACE, VTC: New Delhi G.P.O., PO:
New Delhi G.p  New Delhi,  Delhi,
:110001, do hereby solemnly affirm
and declare that I have embraced
Buddhism and renounced Hinduism
w.e.f. 06.03.2026.

NAME CHANGE
I PADATE MANISHA VILAS Legally
mother of Army no - 2819021Y, Rank
-  NK, Name - PADATE MAYUR
VILAS,  Presently residing At -
Yamekon , Post- Kine, Teh - Ajara,
Dist - Kolhapur,  State- Maharashtra,
Pin - 416504 have changed my name
from PADATE MANISHA VILAS to
MANISHA VILAS PADATE for all
future purposes. Vide affidavit dated
15/04/2026 before Notary Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I MANGINENI PRIYANKA legally wife
of Army No-15227872H, Rank - Hav,
Name - Mangineni Baji Babu,
Presently Residing At- 1-51-A,
Village- BADEVARI PALEM, Post-
Nagaram,  Teh- Cherukupalli Dist-
Guntur, Pin-522268 State - Andhra
Pradesh, have changed my name
from MANGINENI PRIYANKA to
BADE PRIYANKA for all future pur-
poses. Vide affidavit dated 15/04/26
before Notary Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I SANGITA legally mother of  Army no
- 2817383F, Rank - NK, Name -
KOKATE AKSHAY SANJAY,
Presently Residing At Ruikhed, Post -
Ruikhed, Teh - Akot, Dist - Akola, State
- Maharashtra, Pin - 444101 have
changed my name from SANGITA to
SANGITA SANJAY KOKATE for all
future purposes. Vide affidavit dated
15/04/2026 before Notary Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I SANJAY WASUDEV KOKATE  legal-
ly father of  Army no - 2817383F, Rank
- NK, Name - KOKATE AKSHAY SAN-
JAY, Presently Residing At - Ruikhed,
Post - Ruikhed, Teh - Akot, Dist - Akola,
State - Maharashtra, Pin - 444101
have changed my name from SANJAY
WASUDEV KOKATE to SANJAY
VASUDEV KOKATE for all future pur-
poses in my son’s service record my
date of birth wrongly mentioned as
01/07/1970 instead of my correct date
of birth as 10/07/1970 Vide affidavit
dated 15/04/2026 before Notary Delhi.

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE is hereby given that Mrs.
Vijay Kumari (hereinafter referred to
as the said Mortgagors/Borrowers),
is/are the owners of First Floor with-
out roof rights measuring 62 sq.
yds. of Property bearing No.7/225
(Qtr. No. 225 in Block-7), area
measuring 100 Sq. yds., Situated in
the layout of plan of Geeta Colony,
Jheel Kuranja Delhi-110031. (here-
inafter referred to as the said prop-
erty) vide Gift Deed dated
30.12.2025, duly registration
No.2025/4/I/13499 in Book No.1,
Pages No.63-82, Vol No.12947, on
dated 31.12.2025 SRO-VIII East
Geeta Colony  and claiming to have
undisputed ownership. Now my
client intends to sell the property in
which Bajaj Housing Finance
Limited will provide the financial
assistance If any person(s)
has/have any objection(s) or
claim(s) with respect to the right,
title or interest in the said property
may please contact us within 15
days from the date of this notice on
the number & address mentioned
herein below, failing which my
client(s) shall not be held responsi-
ble in any manner whatsoever.

Khaitan & Khaitan
Plot No. 100 ,1st floor

Okhla Phase III, New Delhi
Ph. No: 011-49774545

NAME CHANGE
I Surinder kumar S/O Narain Singh
1013 Gali number 26 Tanki Road
Jaitpur Delhi 110044 Have changed
my Name Surinder Kumar to
Surender Kumar for all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, RANGA LAKSHAMAMMA wife of
Name-LINGAIAH MEENIGA
Residing at  H No. 10-26-79A,
VILL-KONDA PETA, TEH & PO-
GIDDALUR, DIST-PRAKASAM,
ANDHRA PARDESH-523357,
have changed my name from
RANGA LAKSHAMAMMA to
MEENIGA RANGA LAKSHMAM-
MA for all future purposes vide
Affidavit dated 14/04/2026 before
Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I NAIMUL HASAN S/O ABDUL
KHALIQ R/O PLOT 30A KH NO
1318 HARSUKH BLOCK PREM
NAGAR -1 KIRARI SULEMAN
NAGAR DELHI -110086 have
changed my name to MOHD NAJ-
MUL HASAN Permanently for all
Future purpose

NAME CHANGE
I, ARAMBAM BISESHWAR SING-
HA S/O BIRENDRA KUMAR
SINGHA R/O BLDG NO-K-7,
SINGH NIWAS S/FLOOR, GALI
NO 6/B MAHIPALPUR NEW
DELHI-110037 HAVE CHANGED
MY NAME TO A BISESHWAR
SINGHA ALL FUTURE PURPOSE

NAME CHANGE
I MANISH KUMAR MAHENDRU S/O
RAMAN KUMAR MAHENDRU R/O
REDWOOD-17, FIRST FLOOR SEC-
TOR-47 GURGAON HARYANA-
122018, HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO MANISH KUMAR ALL
FUTURE PURPOSE

NAME CHANGE
I, CHANDRAVATI Mother of NO-
442754K Rank- NB SUB Name-
YADAVARAO REDDY MUDIYA resid-
ing at HOUSE-DEVI NILAYAM,
STREET- NEELADRIPETA, VILL-
LODDAPUTTI, PO-LODDAPUTTI,
TEHSIL-ICHAPURAM, DIST-
SRIKAKULAM, ANDHRA PRADESH-
532312, have changed my name from
CHANDRAVATI to MUDIYA CHAN-
DRAMMA for all future purposes vide
Affidavit dated 15/04/2026 before
Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, CHANDRAYYA Father of NO-
442754K Rank- NB SUB Name-
YADAVARAO REDDYMUDIYAresiding
at HOUSE-DEVI NILAYAM, STREET-
NEELADRIPETA, VILL-LODDAPUTTI,
PO-LODDAPUTTI, TEHSIL-ICHAPU-
RAM, DIST-SRIKAKULAM, ANDHRA
PRADESH-532312, have changed my
name from CHANDRAYYA to CHAN-
DRAYYA REDDY MUDIYA for all future
purposes vide Affidavit Dated 15/04/2026
before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, APPARAO Father of NO- 2617460F
Rank- L/NK Name- VEMPADA HARI
BABU residing at VPO-CHIPPADA,
TEHSIL-BHEEMUNIPATNAM, DIST-
VISAKHAPATNAM, ANDHRA
PRADESH-531162, have changed
my name from APPARAO to VEMPA-
DA APPARAO for all future purposes
vide Affidavit Dated 15/04/2026 before
Notary Public, Delhi.

Public Notice 
I, SUSHMA D/O PAWAN KUMAR
R/O HOUSE NO 989,JIWAN
NAGAR GAUNCHHI , BALLAB-
GARH, FARIDABAD, HARIYANA -
121004 hereby undertake that I,
SUSHMA want to change my
name to ANIKET KUMAR SHAH
and gender as Male. I, SUSHMA
henceforth be known as ANIKET
KUMAR SHAH S/O PAWAN
KUMAR. The above statement
made by me is true and correct to
the best of my knowledge and
belief. If any legal issue arises in
this regard at any stage, I will be
personally responsible for the
same and the department of publi-
cation will not liable for any conse-
quences arising therefore.

NAME CHANGE
I,AASIM KHAN S/O AHMED KHAN
R/O B-77, 3RD FLOOR GALI NO 7
KANTI NAGAR EXTN KRISHNA
NAGAR DELHI 110051, CHANGED
MY NAME TO ASIM KHAN.

DATE OF BIRTH CHANGE
I, KELA DEVI is legal dependent
mother of JC-780799M Rank-SUB
Name-RAKESH KUMAR, resident of
VILL-GIRAWAR, PO-JONDHI, TEH
& DIST-JHAJJAR, HARYANA-
124103, in my son’s service records,
my date of birth wrongly mentioned
as 01 Jul 1960, instead of my correct
date of birth as 22 May 1953, vide
affidavit dated 15/04/2026 before
Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, RAM KUMAR is legal dependent
father of JC-780799M Rank-SUB
Name-RAKESH KUMAR, resident
of VILL-GIRAWAR, PO-JONDHI,
TEH & DIST-JHAJJAR, HARYANA-
124103, in my son’s service records,
my date of birth wrongly mentioned
as 01 Jul 1955, instead of my correct
date of birth as 02 Oct 1953, vide
affidavit dated 15/04/2026 before
Notary Public, Delhi.

Lodhi Garden at 90: Delhi’s timeless green haven
blends history, heritage and urban calm
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sovereignty to Iran.As an expert in the relevant to the Persian Gulf situation.
law of the sea, I know part of the The United Nations Convention on the 
problem is that the US and Iran are Law of the Sea, or UNCLOS, is a 
living in two different worlds when it major plank of the law of the sea. 
comes to the international laws Completed in 1982 and in force since 
governing the strai t .  Further 1994, it aims to create a stable set of 
complicating matters, both are in a zones and places – like international 
different legal universe than most of straits – where everyone agrees on who 

can do what. It has been ratified 
by 171 countries and the 
European Union, but not Iran or 
the United States. Iran has World.(Agency) 
signed it but has yet to ratify; the W h i l e  e v e r y o n e  a g r e e s  t h a t ,  
US has done neither.This means geographically speaking, it is a strait – 
that the rules which almost a narrow sea passage connecting two 
every country in the world has places that ships want to go – its 
consented to can't serve as a political and legal status is rather more 
basis of agreement over how the complicated.The United States and 
US and Iran should govern their Iran both eye the strait – a choke point 
actions in the strait during the through which 20% of the world's oil 
current war.passes – very differently. Washington 

the rest of the world.sees the Strait of Hormuz as The view from Iran
The law of the seaexclusively an international waterway, Both Iran and the US agree that under the 
The “law of the sea” is a network of whereas Tehran sees it as part of it law of the sea, the Strait of Hormuz is 

international laws, customs and territorial waters.It follows that Iran's an international strait, but not on what 
agreements that set out the foundation toll-charging of ships is seen by the US kind of international strait it is. 
for rights of access and control in the as illegal. Similarly, US President Moreover, they disagree on the 
ocean. The framework sits apart from Donald Trump's blockade of the relevant laws that exist, and how they 
the laws of warfare, which are also passage is a “grave violation” of apply.

NEWS BOX

Lavrov says Russia can 'compensate' for China's 
resource gap from Iran war: Russian state media

Strait Of  Hormuz: Why US And Iran Are 
Sailing In Very Different Legal Waters

Children killed in Lebanon 
as Israeli strikes hit homes 
far from front lines of  war 
with Hezbollah

A look at Sudan’s brutal civil 
war by the numbers as it enters 

a fourth year
CAIRO.(Agency) 

Sudan is entering a fourth year of war between the 
military and the Rapid Support Forces (RSF) 
paramilitary forces. Both sides have been accused of 
committing atrocities like ethnic cleansing, 
extrajudicial killings and sexual violence against 
civilians.The fighting has pushed many people into 
famine, caused a huge displacement crisis and left 
over 30 million people in need of humanitarian 
assistance. Here's a look at the war by the numbers:

59,000: At least this many people have been killed, 
according to the Armed Conflict Location & Event 
Data, or ACLED. Aid groups say the true toll could 
be much higher as access to areas of fighting across 
the vast country remains limited.11,000: The number 
of missing people over the course of the war, 
according to the International Committee of the Red 
Cross.4.5 million: About this many people have fled 

the country to places like Egypt, South Sudan, Libya 
and Chad.9 million: About this many people remain 
displaced in Sudan.19 million: More than this many 
people face acute hunger, according to the World 
Food Program.

24%: This is the amount that fuel prices have shot up in 
Sudan since conflict in the Middle East 
escalated.354: This is the number of community 
kitchens that have closed over the last six months 
after providing a lifeline for millions of people, 
according to Islamic Relief.

Over 4,300: About this many children have been killed 
or maimed in the war, according to UNICEF.

8 million: At least this many children are still out of 
school, according to UNICEF.11%: About this many 
schools are being used by warring sides or are 
shelters for displaced people, according to UNICEF.

63%: This many of Sudan's health facilities are fully or 
partially functioning, according to World Health 
Organization chief Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus.

217: This is the number of verified attacks on health 
facilities since the war began, according to the WHO.

1,032: This was the number of civilians killed by air 
and drone strikes in 2025, according to ACLED, as a 
surge in drone strikes took a growing toll.

WORLD

Sri Lanka repatriates over 
230 Iranian sailors weeks 
after US naval attack, engine 
failure

COLOMBO. (Agency) 
Over 230 sailors of two Iranian Naval vessels 

distressed in Sri Lanka after a US submarine attack 
and engine failure respectively have been repatriated, 
defence officials said here Wednesday.

A total of 238 sailors were sent back on board a Turkish 
Airliner late on Tuesday night.On March 4, Iran's 
naval ship 'Iris Dena' was attacked by the US, killing 
84 on board outside Sri Lanka's international waters. 
As many as 32 others were rescued by Sri 

Lanka.Then three days later, Iran's second ship 'Iris 
Bushehr', was allowed into Sri Lanka waters after it 
reported an engine failure.Over 200 on board the 
second ship were accommodated at Welisara, a Naval 
facility outside Colombo.The 238 repatriated on 
Tuesday were sailors from both ships, defence 
officials said.A group of 'Iris Dena' survivors were 
accommodated at Koggala, a Sri Lankan Airforce 
facility near the southern port of Galle. They were 
receiving treatment at the national hospital in Galle.

On March 14, the Iranian embassy in Sri Lanka 
repatriated the remains of 84 sailors killed in the US 
attack on 'Iris Dena'.

For Iran, the Strait of  Hormuz is an 
international strait as set out under 
international law predating UNCLOS. 
For the US, the Strait of  Hormuz is 
an international strait requiring 
"transit passage," as per UNCLOS.

The Rohingya on board this latest 
boat were likely leaving huge camps 
in Bangladesh's Cox's Bazar, where 
over a million refugees forced to flee 
Myanmar's western state of Rakhine 
live in squalid conditions.

Boat carrying 250, including Rohingya refugees 
and Bangladeshis, sinks in Andaman Sea

 

visit to Beijing on Tuesday and met World.(Agency) 
Russia's foreign minister said that his President Xi Jinping on Wednesday, 

country could make up for China's c h a r a c t e r i s e d  t h e  b i l a t e r a l  
energy shortages as shipping through relationship as "unshakable in the 
the Strait of Hormuz is choked by the face of any storms", Russia's TASS 
US-Israeli war with Iran, Russian state and RIA Novosti news agencies 
media reported Wednesday."Russia reported.Ties between the countries 
can, without a doubt, compensate for "play a stabilising role in world 
the shortfall in resources that has affairs"  and are "becoming 
arisen" for China and "other countries increasingly important... for the 
that are interested in working with us" global majority that does not want 
Sergei Lavrov said at a news problems or turbulence", he said.

state news agency reported. Lavrov's visit comes during the same conference in Beijing, in response to a 
Russia and China's close economic and week as a string of foreign leaders meet question about the Hormuz blockage.

political partnership has deepened He also said that Russian President with Xi in the Chinese capital, 
since Moscow's 2022 invasion of Vladimir Putin will visit China in the including To Lam of Vietnam and 
Ukraine.Lavrov, who began a two-day first half of the year, Moscow's TASS Pedro Sanchez of Spain.

people and the absence of durable solutions. incident were unclear, but preliminary Lieutenant Commander Sabbir Alam Sujan 
information indicated that the vessel was told AFP.Thousands of Rohingya, Myanmar's 
carrying some 280 people and left persecuted Muslim minority, risk their 'Burned by oil'
Bangladesh on April 4.lives every year fleeing repression and civil Rafiqul Islam, one of the survivors, told AFP 

war in their country. They travel by sea, The Bangladesh Coast Guard (BCG) said that he was lured on to the boat by 
often aboard makeshift boats.The traffickers who promised him a job in 
Rohingya on board this latest boat were Malaysia."A number of us were kept in 
likely leaving huge camps in Bangladesh's the holding area of the trawler, some 
Cox's Bazar, where more than a million died there. I was burned by oil that 
refugees forced to flee Myanmar's spilled from the trawler," said Rafiqul, 
western state of Rakhine live in squalid 40, adding that the vessel travelled for 
conditions. four days before it capsized."We 

UNHCR said ongoing violence in Rakhine floated for nearly 36 hours before a ship DUBAI. (Agency)  
state has made the Rohingyas' safe return rescued us from deep water."About 250 people, including children, were 
to Myanmar uncertain, and limited Relatively affluent Malaysia is home to feared missing after a boat carrying 
humanitarian assistance, restricted access millions of migrants from poorer parts Rohingya refugees and Bangladeshi 
to education and employment in refugee of Asia, many of them undocumented, nationals capsized in the Andaman Sea, the 
camps, continue to push vulnerable working in industries including United Nations said on Tuesday."The 

one of its ships, which was on the way to Rohingya refugees to choose risky sea construction and agriculture.trawler, which departed from Teknaf in 
Indonesia, managed to rescue nine people journeys, often based on false promises of But sea crossings, facilitated by human southern Bangladesh and was on its way to 
from the sea, including one woman, on higher wages and better opportunities trafficking syndicates, are hazardous and Malaysia, reportedly sank due to heavy 
April 9."The Bangladeshi flag carrier M.T. abroad.Rakhine state has been the scene of often lead to overloaded boats capsizing.winds, rough seas, and overcrowding," the 
Meghna Pride... spotted several people fierce fighting between the military and the The UNHCR said the latest incident reflected United Nations High Commissioner for 
floating in the sea using drums and logs and Arakan Army, an ethnic minority rebel the "dire consequences of protracted Refugees (UNHCR) said in a statement.
rescued them from deep waters near the group, over control of the territory. The displacement and the absence of durable UNHCR said the disappearance reflected the 
Andaman Islands," BCG spokesman exact circumstances surrounding the latest solutions for the Rohingya".protracted displacement of Rohingya 

same side of the equation" in Iran end the conflict.ISLAMABAD.(Agency)
"liberating Lebanon" from the "We'll keep at it," Aurangzeb said  Diplomats worked through back channels on 
militant Hezbollah group. Lebanese Tuesday.Tuesday to arrange a new round of talks 
Ambassador  Nada  Hamadeh  between the United States and Iran after U.S. Vice President JD Vance, who led 
Moawad ca l led  the  meet ing  Washington enacted its blockade of Iranian the American delegation in the 
"constructive" but urged an end to the ports, while Tehran threatened to retaliate weekend talks, said during a speech 
ongoing conflict between Israel and by striking targets across the war-weary in Georgia that Trump wants a "grand 
Iran-backed Hezbollah militants. region.U.S. President Donald Trump said a deal" in which Iran trades its nuclear 
Since March, that war has displaced second round of talks could happen "over p r o g r a m  f o r  " e c o n o m i c  
more than 1 million people in the next two days," telling the New York prosperity."sefire appeared to hold, 
Lebanon.Post the negotiations could be held again in the showdown over the strategic 

Israel and Lebanon have technically Islamabad, the capital of Pakistan. Strait of Hormuz risked reigniting 
been at war since Israel was hostilities and deepening the regional United Nations Secretary-General António 
established in 1948, and Lebanon war's economic fallout.The war, now Guterres concurred, saying it's "highly 
remains deeply divided over in its seventh week, has jolted probable" that talks will restart. He cited a fresh talks with Iran were still under 
diplomatic engagement with Israel.First markets and rattled the global economy as meeting he had with Pakistan's deputy discussion and that nothing has been 
round of talks failed to end conflict shipping has been cut off and airstrikes prime minister, Ishaq Dar.Meanwhile in scheduled. The official spoke on condition 

Last weekend in Pakistan, an initial round of have torn through military and civilian Washington, the first direct talks in decades of anonymity because they were not 
talks aimed at permanently ending the infrastructure across the region.between the Israeli and Lebanese au thor i zed  to  d i scuss  sens i t ive  
U.S.-Iran conflict failed to produce an ambassadors to the U.S. concluded on a The fighting has killed at least 3,000 people in negotiations.Muhammad Aurangzeb, 
agreement. The White House said Iran's productive note, according to the U.S. State Iran, more than 2,100 in Lebanon, 23 in Pakistan's finance minister, told The 
nuclear ambitions were a central sticking Department.Israeli Ambassador Yechiel Israel and more than a dozen in Gulf Arab Associated Press that "our leadership is not 
point.A U.S. official said Tuesday that Leiter said the two countries are "on the states. giving up" on efforts to help the U.S. and 

Russian foreign minister signals deeper Moscow–Beijing energy cooperation as 

shipping risks rise in Strait of Hormuz; Putin likely to visit China this year

Diplomats try to arrange a second round of  US-Iran 
talks during first full day of  American blockade

BEIRUT.(Agency) 
 Jawad Younes, 11, and his cousins were playing soccer 

in the lot between their houses, as they often did. His 
little brother, 4-year-old Mehdi, had joined them but 
grew tired, so Jawad took him home and handed him 
off to their mother before returning to the game. 
Minutes later, an Israeli strike came.

The target was Jawad’s uncle’s home. The blast shook 
neighboring buildings and threw Jawad’s siblings at 
home to the ground. As their mother, Malak 
Meslmani, scrambled to help them up, she could 
think only of Jawad.“I was pulling my children off 
the floor in the house, but as I was running to pick 
them up, I screamed, ‘Jawad,’” she said. ”My heart 
told me.”Her son was instantly killed in the March 27 
Israeli strike in Saksakieh. So was one of his cousins 
— so close they were more like brothers. Several 
other children were wounded.Jawad’s uncle also was 
killed. He was an interior design engineer; Jawad 
wanted to be an engineer like him. Meslmani called 
him a civilian. But like many Shiite families in 
southern Lebanon, the family were loyal supporters 
of the militant group and political party Hezbollah, 
which formed in the 1980s to fight Israel’s 
occupation of the area.Jawad and his cousin are 
among 168 children killed — of more than 2,100 
people in all — by Israel’s strikes in the six weeks of 
renewed war between the country and Iran-backed 
Hezbollah.Israel has often struck alleged Hezbollah 
militants or officials in their homes without warning, 
frequently in areas far from the front line when they 
are with their families, in apartment buildings 
surrounded by uninvolved neighbors. The Israeli 
military rarely names the targets of its strikes but says 
it takes measures to minimize civilian casualties — 
including children — and blames Hezbollah 
members for mixing with the general population. The 
families of children killed accuse Israel of 
committing war crimes because of the large number 
of civilian casualties.

Candace Owens drops fresh 
Erika Kirk claims as TPUSA 
CEO skips event and Charlie 
Kirk mystery continues to 
grow

World.(Agency)
Candace Owens has made fresh claims about Turning 

Point USA and its CEO Erika Kirk, just as she skipped 
a planned event with US Vice President JD Vance. 
The group had promoted the event at the University of 
Georgia, but Erika Kirk did not attend, with JD Vance 
saying she had received “threats.” At the same time, 
Owens shared new claims about the day Charlie Kirk 
was killed in 2025.Candace Owens raises new Erika 
Kirk and Turning Point USA claims after Charlie Kirk 
deathCandace Owens said on X that “the ATF traced a 
mysterious gun on the morning of September 10th.” 
She added, “Its manufacturer reached out to me and it 
turns out, a TPUSA faith Pastor and friend of Erika 
Kirk tried to buy his company.” She did not provide 
proof for this claim.This is not the first time Owens 
has questioned Turning Point USA leadership. 
Earlier, she suggested the group may have had a role 
in Charlie Kirk’s death, but again, she did not show 
evidence.Separately, Turning Point USA had 
announced the Georgia event online, writing that JD 
Vance and Erika Kirk would appear together. This 
would have been their second public appearance after 
a University of Arkansas event that drew attention 
online. 

The fighting has killed at least 3,000 people in Iran, more than 2,100 in Lebanon, 23 in Israel and 

more than a dozen in Gulf Arab states. Thirteen U.S. service members have also been killed.
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sanctions. The Iranian leadership’s insistence on THE collapse of the US-Iran peace talks in 
sovereignty, waiver of curbs and control over Islamabad had an air of inevitability about it. After 
strategic assets like the Strait of Hormuz reflects 21 hours of marathon negotiations, delegations led 
geopolitical assertiveness. And then there is an by US Vice President JD Vance and Iranian 
intransigent Israel, which continues to bombard Parliament Speaker Mohammad Bagher Ghalibaf 
Lebanon and ride roughshod over the truce.left Islamabad without an agreement, casting a long 

Despite the Islamabad fiasco, Pakistan’s role as a shadow over an already fragile ceasefire. Iran has 
mediator has highlighted the growing rightly observed that a deal should not have been 
importance of regional powers in bringing expected after just one round of talks. This 
warring sides to the negotiating table. Countries indicates that the window for further deliberations 
like India need to take a cue from these remains open. However, mutual mistrust continues 
developments. It’s apparent that alternative to outweigh the urgency of ending the war which 
diplomatic channels remain viable — if not yet has destabilised global energy markets and 
effective. The path forward demands not just aggravated regional tensions.The impasse is rooted 
new proposals but also a recalibration of in a deeply entrenched divide. The US, under 
expectations, prioritising gradual rebuilding of President Donald Trump, wants Iran to abandon its 
trust over maximalist positions. With thousands nuclear ambitions. For Washington, any deal must 
of lives lost and the global economy at stake, the include verifiable guarantees that Tehran will not 
US, Israel and Iran must give diplomacy a develop nuclear weapons. Iran, however, views 

especially amid a devastating conflict and crippling chance in order to find middle ground.such demands as excessive and politically coercive, 

Faithline | The 
day that gives

Silence as complicity in war

US-Iran impasse: Talks fail as both sides stick to their guns

An upcoming Hindu and Jain festival that springs to 
mind is Akshaya Tritiya on April 19, called Akha 
Teej in the North. It’s traditionally believed to 
symbolise ‘never-diminishing’ (akshaya) 
prosperity, and is considered a highly auspicious 
day for new beginnings, investments and 
purchasing gold. So much so that it’s also jokingly 
called Indian Gold Rush Day. Rituals include 
prayers to Lord Vishnu, Goddess Lakshmi and 
Kubera, as well as acts of charity such as 
annadaanam or feeding people.

For Jains, it commemorates Lord Rishabhanatha 
ending his long fast. Rishabhanatha, also known as 
Adinath (First Lord), is revered by Jains as the 
pioneer of civilisation. He is credited in Jainism 
with having invented and taught fire, cooking and 
all the skills needed for human beings to live, 
including seventy-two accomplishments taught to 
men and sixty-four crafts taught to women, 
including farming and writing. The legend goes 
that he was born in Ayodhya to King Nabhi and 
Queen Marudevi, and was the first Tirthankara of 
the current era.One day, Nilanjana, a dancer who 
was performing for Rishabhanatha and his court, 
suddenly collapsed and died. Nilanjana’s sudden 
death is said to have reminded Rishabhanatha of 
life’s transitory nature, jolting him to renounce his 
kingdom, family and material wealth. He 
practiced austerities for many years, traveled 
across the land and attained kevala jnana 
(omniscience) at the holy town of Prayagraj, 
called Purimtal in Jain texts. He is believed to have 
attained moksha on Mount Kailash. He 
established the foundational principles of the Jain 
faith in the remote past, according to Jain 
belief.During his austerities, Rishabhanatha 
travelled without food for 400 days. The day on 
which he took his first ahara or food is celebrated 
by Jains as Akshaya Tritiya. In devotion to 
Rishabhanatha, Shvetambara Jains perform a 400-
day fast, during which they eat frugally only on 
alternating days. This religious practice is known 
as Varshitap. The fast is broken on Akshaya 
Tritiya.Sanatan associates Akshaya Tritiya with 
the birth of Lord Parashurama and the start of Treta 
Yuga. Also, Ganga, the great mother river, is 
believed to have descended to Earth on this day. 
Further, it is not only the day that Sri Krishna 
gifted the Akshaya Patra, or inexhaustible vessel 
of food, to the Pandavas when they were in exile in 
the forest but also the day that Sudama met 
Krishna in Dwaraka and was blessed by the Lord 
with great prosperity, redeeming him and his 
family from dire poverty. In fact, Krishna was so 
generous to his old schoolmate that he was about 
to eat a third handful of the poha that Sudama had 
brought for him. But Mahalakshmi, in the form of 
Rukmini, held Krishna’s wrist and stopped him 
from eating it, because just two handfuls had 
already bestowed unimaginable wealth on 
Sudama. So, Akshaya Tritiya has a formidable 
theological backup in the Indian belief system, 
with each incident being a life-affirming and faith-
bolstering tale.The deeper message in Sudama’s 
tale is that feeding others is like feeding god—we 
invite blessings and good luck upon ourselves. 
Hence, the importance of annadaanam on Akshaya 
Tritiya day. Not everyone can afford to feed 
strangers every day, so these special days are built 
into our calendar when we, too, can feel we are part 
of god’s plan by contributing our mite as members 
of an interdependent race. As you know, 
annadaanam is considered the greatest act of 
merit, which any one of us can perform according 
to our means, be it buying a bunch of bananas for 
the cobbler or street children or treating office 
workers like the liftman, guards, peons and clerks 
to fruit or sweets, maybe both. As always, our 
Indian beliefs are based on our ancestors’ 
observation of nature and its many moods and 
cycles. Akshaya Tritiya is thus revered as a day 
when the sun and moon are at their peak 
brightness, making it a powerful day for spiritual 
growth and prosperity in popular belief.

ZThe move to frame more stringent laws against sacrilege seems less theological than political

remains unchanged, as apparent in the fact that war decay. By the time we reach Erich Remarque's All Quiet We inhabit a moment that Hannah Arendt would have 
transforms and destroys, but rarely resolves. It produces on the Western Front, the transformation is complete. The recognised with chilling clarity, a dark conjuncture in 
a surplus of violence with new conflicts, new grievances, soldier discovers that his true enemy is not the man in the which violence stands routinised, language is debased 
new instabilities.Nowhere is this more evident than in opposing trench, but the machinery of nationalism, and war normalised as policy. Yet what is perhaps more 
the contemporary West Asia. From Gaza to Lebanon to authority, and propaganda that has placed them both troubling than the wars themselves is the strange quiet 
Iran, the rhetoric of security and restoration masks a there. Trapped beside the man he has shot, Paul, a that surrounds them. There is protest, yes, but it is 
deeper political bankruptcy. Promises are made of German, is overwhelmed with guilt. He speaks to him, scattered, intermitten, and lacking the moral urgency 
democracy, of protection, of liberation, but they remain apologises, imagines his life.that once shook governments, particularly the anti-

Even in popular culture, this moral intuition persists. Songs unfulfilled. The legacy of the 1953 Iranian coup d'état Vietnam War demonstrations in the sixties. Political 
like Bob Dylan's 'Blowin' in the leadership, meanwhile, appears suspended 
Wind 'and John Lennon's 'Imagine' in a state of realpolitik or calculated silence, 
articulate a longing for a world while the world sleepwalks toward 
beyond violence, not as naïve unimaginable catastrophe.
idealism, but as ethical critique. This silence is complicit, reflecting what 
Poetry and art, in this sense sustain Arendt famously described as the "banality 
the imagination in a world where of evil" or that which is not the monstrous 
political language has been act of a single tyrant, but the everyday 
emptied of meaning. When normalisation of violence by bureaucrats, 
language is degraded, politics soldiers and citizens who continue to 
follows. To write well, as literature perform their roles without moral 
teaches us, is also to think ethically interrogation. War persists not merely 
and uphold the potential for because it is willed by leaders, but because 
imagination as survival in the face it is absorbed, rationalised, and even 
of nightmares.rendered invisible by societies that believe 

History, meanwhile, continues to they can endure its consequences without 
expose the illusion that war can be reckoning with its causes. For instance, 
controlled. The assassination of Adolf Eichmann, a senior official under 
Julius Caesar, intended to preserve Hitler who helped organise the deportation 
the Republic, instead precipitates of Jews to Auschwitz, claimed that he had 
the rise of empire under Augustus. committed no crime, insisting till the end 
The killing of Archduke Franz that he was merely fulfilling his duty.In this 
Ferdinand triggers a global moment, the figure of Donald Trump 
conf l i c t  tha t  none  o f  i t s  assumes symbolic importance beyond his 

and the Iran Hostage Crisis of 1978 continues to participants anticipated. Violence deployed as a own political career. Under such leadership, the US 
reverberate, shaping a region marked by mistrust and corrective, becomes the instrument of irreversible appears to have drifted towards an unsettling posture of a 
perpetual tension. Wars here do not end; they transformation.The silence of our time is therefore deeply 'rogue state", one that unsettles global norms more 
metastasise.If history reveals the political failure of war, alarming. Where are the mass mobilisations that once brazenly than even those states it once sought to 
literature reveals its moral failure. In Homer's The Iliad, challenged war? The student uprisings of May 1968 discipline. The idea of America itself has fractured. 
the climactic encounter, when Priam goes to Achilles to protests in France brought down Charles de Gaulle. Though it once signified a stable democratic promise, it 
beg for the body of Hector, interrupts the logic of enmity. Today, demonstrations exist, but they lack the scale and now oscillates between competing identities of a patron 
Achilles, the embodiment of martial rage, weeps with transformative force of that moment. This is not merely a of liberty, an agent of intervention, and, increasingly, a 
the father of the man he has killed, a recognition of failure of protest; it is a failure of imagination.Thinkers source of disruption. To rethink war today is, therefore, 
shared humanity. War's narrative of animosity is briefly across history have warned us of this moral erosion. also to rethink what America signifies in the 
undone by recognition.This ethical possibility is there in Desiderius Erasmus, the eminent Renaissance scholar, contemporary world order.
Shakespeare's Troilus and Cressida, but here heroism rejected war outright, seeing it as irrational and War, as ever, arrives clothed in the language of necessity, 
collapses into cynicism. Figures like Achilles and inhumane. Thomas More, though more pragmatic in his of defence, liberation, stability and order. Yet history 
Agamemnon are no longer noble warriors but hollow classic Utopia, insisted on the primacy of conscience over offers little evidence that it delivers on these promises. 
rhetoricians, their grand language masking instability power, but agreed that war is a necessary evil. In our own From the imperial conquests chronicled in Eduard 
and moral emptiness. Wars and heroes are stripped of time, Václav Havel spoke of a crisis of responsibility, a Galeiano's Open Veins of Latin America to 
honour and become more of spectacles of deception and civilisation that has lost its moral bearings.contemporary interventions in West Asia, the pattern 

To confront war is to challenge the structures — political, economic and linguistic — 
that sustain it. Democracies cannot evade this responsibility.

speak across cultures and generations. Seeking to Sahib is not an object to be guarded, but a voice to be impulse appears less theological than political, less At the heart of a growing and deeply contentious debate 
regulate or restrict access in the name of protection risks heard. spiritual than symbolic.among Sikh scholars, jurists and community leaders lies 

It is precisely here that the present moment becomes Part of the explanation lies in the institutionalisation of contradicting this very impulse toward dissemination. a question that cuts to the core of theology, authority and 
disquieting. The increasing tendency to invite the State religion. Bodies such as the Shiromani Gurdwara The vitality of a living scripture lies in the depth of modernity: what does it mean to honour the Guru Granth 
into the realm of the sacred through laws criminalising Parbandhak Committee and the Akal Takht have engagement it invites, not in the limits placed on it.Such Sahib? While efforts to protect the sacred text are 
sacrilege, prescribing severe punishment and enabling historically played significant roles in preserving Sikh questions arise from the desire to take the theological understandable, there is an unmistakable risk that 
bureaucratic oversight signals a dangerous convergence traditions. Yet institutional authority, when it hardens claims of the text seriously, while fully preserving its codifying reverence through law and regulation may 

between faith and coercive power. When matters of into orthodoxy, risks producing precisely the formalism inadvertently reduce it to a static object policed by 
devotion are handed over to committees, adjudicated Sikhism once resisted. Reverence ends up becoming institutional mechanisms rather than animated through 
by administrators or subsumed within the framework merely procedural rather than philosophical.There is intellectual engagement and spiritual inquiry. Such an 
of the penal code, the sacred risks being placed in the also a profound ethical contradiction at work. Can a approach privileges ritual compliance over lived 
witness box, subjected to procedural scrutiny rather tradition that reveres the Guru Granth Sahib as a living understanding, and in doing so, risks eroding the very 
than spiritual engagement.Such developments reflect spiritual guide endorse systems that punish dissent or vitality it seeks to preserve.The current move to frame 
what may be described, more precisely, as a process of perceived irreverence through imprisonment or more stringent laws on blasphemy and sacrilege risks 
theocratic hardening, a drift toward religious dispossession? Would the Gurus, who spoke against appearing less as a substantive religious or legislative 
despotism, doctrinal rigidity and a regime of coercive tyranny and injustice, sanction frameworks that instil intervention and more as a calculated display of 
orthodoxy. Sikhism, rooted in a tradition of openness fear among their followers? The Sikh tradition has political optics masquerading as moral urgency. The 
and inquiry, cannot be reduced to such forms of penal consistently emphasised moral courage, dialogue and anxiety surrounding desecration raises a troubling 
religiosity. To impose rigid, punitive frameworks in introspection, not the intimidating imposition of belief paradox. Can a scripture that embodies universal 
the name of protecting the sacred is to risk or any exacting penalty.wisdom and egalitarian ethics be subjected to forms of 
transforming a living faith into an instrument of control that restrict its unfettered access? Historically, Equally significant is the question of ownership. Can any 
control. Such tendencies indeed privilege fear over the vitality of religious traditions has lain not in their institution claim proprietary authority over the Guru 
understanding, and through repressive secular containment, but in their capacity to spread and be Granth Sahib? While printed editions may fall under 
regulation and fiats of conformity threaten to erode the shared. The Bible travelled across continents; the copyright law, the text itself belongs to a shared spiritual 

sanctity. The doctrine of Guru Manyo Granth, which 
very conditions for reflection and conviction.History Quran has been translated and disseminated across heritage. To reduce it to property is to conflate the sacred 

recognises the Granth as the eternal Guru, places it at the 
reminds us that belief sustained by punishment becomes translingual and intercultural domains; the Bhagavad with the commercial, the eternal with the 

centre of Sikh spiritual life. Yet to treat the text as Guru 
little more than outward conformity, a mere Gita exists today in innumerable editions and transactional.More fundamentally, the attempt to 

does not mean we reduce it to an artefact of ritual 
performance that is starkly external, anxious and hollow. interpretations. Why, then, should the Guru Granth regulate access undermines the very principle of 

veneration, but instead, endeavour to engage with it as a 
Faith cannot be legislated into existence, nor can Sahib be approached through a framework that appears learning that lies at the heart of Sikhism. A Sikh, after all, 

source of knowledge, ethical instruction and existential 
reverence be produced through incarceration or threat. It to constrain rather than extend its reach?Indeed, the is a learner. A tradition rooted in spiritual awakening 

reflection.Sikhism, as articulated by Guru Nanak, was a 
is telling that across the history of such legal Guru Granth Sahib has already been translated into cannot simultaneously restrict the means through which 

radical departure from ritualism and hierarchy, thereby 
frameworks, there has been little evidence of systematic English and several other languages, a testament to its knowledge is accessed. To insist on rigid conditions 

rejecting intermediaries and insisting upon a direct, 
prosecution within the Sikh community itself for universal message and openness to interpretation. Far governing the presence, reading or interpretation of the 

unmediated relationship between the seeker and the 
blasphemy in any defining sense. What, then, justifies from diminishing the sacred, translation extends its text introduces a form of gatekeeping that sits uneasily 

divine word. From this perspective, the Guru Granth 
the current intensification of punitive measures? The resonance. It allows the word to travel, to illuminate, to with the egalitarian ethos of the faith.

Faith thrives on openness, not control

 Despite the Islamabad fiasco, Pakistan’s role as a mediator has highlighted the growing importance of regional powers in bringing warring sides to the negotiating table
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contracts at the end of last week for their to go back with a lot of stuff.LONDON. (Agency)  
It's nothing major, a little bit about who he  British heavyweight rivals Anthony Joshua proposal of the two fights and we've been 

fights in July, when he fights, where the and Tyson Fury are on course to meet in a going back and forward and we continue to 
fight's going to be."Fury was trying to palm long-awaited bout in November, according do that," Hearn said."My instructions from 

it off that we've had our warm-up t o  p r o m o t e r  E d d i e  
fight against Jake Paul, which I Hearn.Hearn on Tuesday said 
thought was a bit cheeky, but I he was "pretty sure" the pair 
expect us to fight someone of the will finally meet later this 
s a m e  k i n d  o f  l e v e l  a s  year.Fury made his latest 
Makhmudov and then fight comeback following 16 
Fury."The deal that we've been months in retirement when he 
offered is not to fight Tyson Fury d e f e a t e d  A r s l a n b e k  
straight away, and that's our Makhmudov on points on 
preferred option. We're happy Saturday.

Following that bout, Netflix with that and we expect to be out 
announced on social media in July and then fight Fury in 
that the richest fight in British November."

Joshua was involved in a car crash boxing history had been 
in Nigeria in December that agreed between Fury and 
killed two of his close friends.In Joshua .Hearn  sa id  the  
the next ortnight he is expected to streaming service jumped the 
be given the all-clear by medics gun but he is confident the 
to resume full training after fight will happen.Joshua first 

AJ are to make the fight and that's what sustaining injuries in the accident.The 36-needs to get back in the ring for a warm-up 
we'll be trying to do. I wouldn't really say year-old has been spending time working fight after his victory over YouTube star 
there are sticking points, but obviously on his conditioning in Ukraine with WBC, Jake Paul in December in his only 
when you receive a contract it's very natural WBA and IBF champion Oleksandr Usyk.appearance in 19 months."We received the 

New Delhi. (Agency)  Barcelona's exceptional start to the second outside the box and then slipped the ball 
leg of the tie. Lamine Yamal, Dani Olmo and between the keeper's legs to open the  Barcelona's Fermin Lopez suffered a horror 
Ferran Torres' brilliance handed Barcelona a scoring in the 4th minute. Ferran Torres injury in the first half of Barcelona vs 

doubled the lead for the visitors with a Atletico Madrid's second-leg clash in the 
sublime left-footed finish 20 minutes Champions League quarter-final. Fermin, 
later.As Barcelona pushed for their third diving to score what could have been 
goal in the minutes following the second, Barcelona's third goal of the match, was 
Fermin unfortunately ended up clattering struck by Atleti goalkeeper Juan Musso's 
into the keeper's boot.boot.Fermin, who attempted a diving 

header inside the box, made contact with Notably, the referee did not show any card to 
the ball and headed it wide, before being Musso for the challenge.

Fermin's injury handed Atletico the perfect caught by the outstretched left leg of the 
break to counter Barcelona, and they hit goalkeeper. Musso’s studs struck the 
back with a goal through Ademola Barcelona No.16 on the face.Fermin went 
Lookman in the 31st minute.For context, to ground immediately, with blood falling 
Barcelona came into this game with a 0-2 onto the pitch. Cameras showed the scene 2-0 lead within the first 24 minutes of the 

deficit. They will need to overturn that if briefly but cut away soon, as Fermin game.Lamine Yamal began the game in 
they are to go through to the semi-finals of struggled to get back to his feet after the sensational fashion, capitalising on a 
the UEFA Champions League.collision.The injury came during defensive mistake. He intercepted the ball 

Barcelona vs Atletico Madrid: Fermin Lopez 
suffers horror injury in quarter-finals

NEW DELHI. (Agency)  
The Royal Challengers Bengaluru have made 

a strong start to their IPL 2026 campaign, 
winning three of their first four matches. 
However, they face a concern ahead of their 
clash against the Lucknow Super Giants on 
We d n e s d a y,  A p r i l  1 5  a t  t h e  M  
Chinnaswamy Stadium in Bengaluru.

Virat Kohli picked up an ankle injury during 
RCB’s 18-run win over the Mumbai Indians 
at the Wankhede Stadium. With Kohli and 
Salt forming a settled opening pair, his 
absence could disrupt RCB’s balance.The 
Rishabh Pant-led Super Giants, meanwhile, 
have had a mixed campaign, winning two of 
their four matches and lingering in the 
bottom half of the table. Led by Rishabh 
Pant, they will need to step up if they are to 
break into the top four.

WILL KOHLI PLAY AGAINST LSG?
Virat Kohli picked up an injury, and while 

there’s no confirmation that he will miss the 
game, he hasn’t been officially cleared 
either. However, RCB fans can take some 
comfort from the fact that he returned to the 
nets, facing bowlers and throwdown 
specialists, and showed no visible 
discomfort while batting.

Fast bowler Rasikh Salam Dar, though, chose 
not to comment on Kohli’s fitness in the pre-
match press conference. Earlier, there was 
speculation on social media that Kohli 
might stay back in Mumbai and skip the trip 
to Bengaluru. But with him having travelled 
to Bengaluru, it certainly boosts RCB’s 
hopes.If Kohli is unavailable, RCB could 
look at Venkatesh Iyer as an opening option. 
Iyer has batted only once in the tournament 
after coming in as an Impact Sub against 
Rajasthan Royals, making 29 off 15 balls.

CAN LSG BREAK THE BENGALURU 
JINX?

Lucknow Super Giants haven’t quite been at 
their best, and heading into their next game, 
history isn’t on their side either. 

him. The other wickets are quite flat, but are flat, but still looking to be aggressive, short or slightly too full. Once he found that 
today it was a little slower through the air. putting revs on the ball and getting it to spin in-between length, he became very difficult 
There was more side spin on the ball and will help. That is how you induce mistakes,” to play. Credit to Akeal as well because he 
more drop,” CSK bowling coach pointed that out during the 
Sridharan Sriram said after the strategic timeout.”
match.While conditions played a part, DHONI INFLUENCE
Sriram pointed to preparation as a key Sriram also highlighted the role of 
f a c t o r  b e h i n d  N o o r ’ s  MS Dhoni, whose interaction 
turnaround.“That is something he has with Noor during training 
been working on. Even MS had a long helped sharpen his approach.
chat with him in one of the practice “One of his strengths is that he 
sessions, especially about getting his gets late movement. His release 
leg-break going. I think it was very is very good and the ball moves 

Chennai. (Agency)  helpful today, and the results were late. When he gets it right 
VOn a surface that rewarded patience and there to see.” consistently, it becomes difficult 

precision, Noor Ahmad delivered a decisive EXECUTION KEY for batters.”
spell to help Chennai Super Kings secure a Noor’s impact was built on finding the Beyond skill, Sriram emphasised 
32-run win over Kolkata Knight Riders on right length on a surface that offered N o o r ’s  p r e p a r a t i o n  a n d  
Tuesday.Defending 192 on a two-paced grip. awareness.
Chepauk track, Noor returned figures of 3 for “Being able to get some deviation off the “He is a very good student of the 21, removing Ajinkya Rahane, Rinku Singh surface is very important, and that is Sriram explained.There was also key input game. He analyses batters, studies where to and Cameron Green as KKR collapsed from what he has been working on. Everyone during the innings from fellow spinner Akeal place his fielders and understands what 79 for 2 to 90 for 6.It was good. The wicket accepts that there will be days when wickets Hosein.“In his first over, he was either a bit speeds to bowl. He comes prepared.”helped today. There was a little bit of turn for 

SPORTS

Barcelona’s favour.At that stage, Barcelona 
had control of both the game and the tie. 
They continued to create chances and 
looked capable of going further ahead. 
Fermn LÃ³pez came close with a header that 
was saved, a moment that would later prove 
costly.Atletico, however, remained patient. 
Their response came before halftime when 
Ademola Lookman scored from close range 
after a low cross by Marcos Llorente.That 
goal restored Atletico’s aggregate lead and 
a l t e r e d  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  
contest.Barcelona continued to push after 

Madrid. (Agency)  
the break and thought they had found a way 

The final whistle at the Metropolitano was 
back when Torres scored again, but the goal 

followed by a release of noise that had been 
was ruled out for offside. The margins began 

building all night.For Atletico Madrid, it 
to tighten.

meant survival and progression. For FC crowd. It was a familiar sight, one that competition, moving past Kylian Mbapp’s Their task became more difficult in the closing Barcelona, it marked another European reflected both continuity and belief. previous mark.The early breakthrough set stages when Eric Garca was sent off. Even opportunity that slipped away despite a the tone. Barcelona pressed high, forced LAMINE LEADS FAST START then, there was one final opportunity, but commanding start Barcelona won 2-1 in errors and moved the ball with confidence. Barcelona began with purpose and quickly Ronald Arajo headed over in stoppage time.Madrid, but Atletico Madrid advanced 3-2 on Atletico struggled to settle as the visitors imposed themselves on the game. 'IT NEVER HAPPENED'aggregate to reach the UEFA Champions dictated the tempo.The second goal arrived Lamine Yamal opened the scoring inside four For a brief period, even FC Barcelona believed League semifinals for the first time since in the 24th minute. Ferran Torres finished minutes after finding space in the box, the comeback was on.During their early 2016/17.Long after the match ended, Diego from close range after a well-timed pass from continuing his rapid rise on the European dominance, the club’s official account posted Simeone stayed on the pitch, taking in the Dani Olmo, bringing the aggregate score stage. The goal also saw him become the “IT’S HAPPENING!!!!!”, capturing the celebrations with his players and the home level and shifting momentum firmly in youngest player to reach 11 goals in the mood as Barcelona took control of the game.

FC Barcelona come undone as Atletico Madrid 
return to Champions League semifinals

Anthony Joshua and Tyson Fury in 
negotiations over November bout: promoter

CHENNAI. (Agency)  
Former India captain Kris Srikkanth has raised 

concerns over Kolkata Knight Riders' 
continued support for Rinku Singh, suggesting 
that the batter has not lived up to expectations 
and is still riding the wave of his five 
consecutive sixes that brought him fame in the 
Indian Premier League. Srikkanth's remarks 
followed KKR's 32-run defeat to Chennai 
Super Kings in Chennai on Tuesday, where 
they struggled to chase a target of 192 on a 
competitive Chepauk wicket.Srikkanth 
expressed doubts about Rinku Singh's 
suitability for the No. 5 position, questioning 
his ability to construct lengthy innings. The 
former selection committee chairman 
described KKR's batting line-up as the weakest 
in the league.Rinku Singh is not an explosive 

player. He hit five sixes in five balls ages ago, 
and we keep talking about that. He is adept at 
rotating the strike, but he can struggle when the 
required run rate exceeds 10 or 12. He can't do 
it," Srikkanth stated on his YouTube show on 
Tuesday."He is more suited for the No. 7 
position as a finisher. He can perform when 50 
runs are needed off 5 overs. Rinku shouldn't be 
tasked with batting at No. 5 to build an innings. 
It won't work," he added, noting that Rinku has 
been playing the finisher's role for the senior 
national team as well.

During Tuesday's match, Rinku Singh came to 
bat when KKR were at 79 for 3 in the 10th over. 
After losing Angkrish Raghuvanshi for 27, 
captain Ajinkya Rahane, who was also 
struggling, needed an accelerating partner. 
However, Rinku struggled and was dismissed 
by Noor Ahmed after scoring just 6 off 12 balls, 
marking another disappointing performance.

KKR's innings faltered further to 90 for 6 before 
Rovman Powell (31) and Ramandeep Singh 
(35) attempted a recovery. 

Rinku Singh overhyped? Ex-
captain says KKR star not 
good enough for No. 5 role

New Delhi. (Agency)  
Danish shuttler Viktor Axelsen announced his 

retirement from professional badminton on 
Wednesday, April 15. The reigning Olympic 
champion's decision came as a shocker to the 
badminton fraternity, but he explained that 
following recurring back issues, his body was 
not ready for the rigours of professional 
badminton.Axelsen, who became only the 
second man after the legendary Lin Dan to 
defend his Olympic gold medal in 2024, last 
competed on the tour in French Open in 
October 25. His last major title came at the 
India Open last year after which he was 

constantly troubled by back injury 
concerns."Today is not an easy day for me...," 
Axelsen said in an emotional statement on 
Instagram.Due to my recurrent back issues, I 
am no longer able to compete and train at the 
highest level. After undergoing endoscopic 
surgery, multiple injections, new training 
methods, treatments, and basically trying 
everything to become pain-free for a long 
time now, I have been advised to focus on my 
long-term health. Accepting this situation has 
been incredibly difficult. But I have now 
reached a point where my body won’t allow 
me to continue," he said.

The year 2025 marked a harrowing turning 
point in Axelsen's career, as the physical toll 
of a decade at the summit finally caught up 
with him.In April 2025, he underwent 
endoscopic surgery to repair a disc 
herniation, a procedure that sidelined him for 
over five months and forced him to miss the 
World Championships in Paris. His recovery 
was far from linear; upon his return in 
September, he suffered a sobering first-round 
exit at the Hong Kong Open, admitting that 
performing at a relatively low level was a 
psychological hurdle as much as a physical 
one.Despite a brief flash of brilliance with a 
bronze at the Denmark Open, a severe 
setback involving chronic nerve pain in late 
2025 effectively ended his season. This 
persistent agony, which made even basic 
training impossible, ultimately led to his 
retirement.

IPL 2026: RCB sweat 
on Virat Kohli's 

fitness, seek table-
topping win vs LSG

Viktor Axelsen retires at 32 in 
shock call, explains decision in 

emotional Insta post

CSK vs KKR: Noor Ahmad starred with 
3/21 as CSK beat KKR, with bowling 

coach Sriram revealing how MS 
Dhoni's advice and Akeal Hosein's 
inputs helped the spinner find his 

rhythm at Chepauk.

ZFC Barcelona's early dominance 
wasn't enough as Atletico Madrid 
advanced to the UEFA Champions 
League semifinals, continuing Barca's 
struggles in Europe after another 
knockout exit.

 

 

CSK vs KKR: How MS Dhoni's words sparked 
Noor Ahmad's turnaround at Chepauk

NEWS BOX

Fermin Lopez suffered a nasty facial injury after being struck by Juan Musso's boot during Barcelona's Champions League quarter-final clash 

against Atletico Madrid. The incident led to a lengthy stoppage as the midfielder received treatment on the pitch.
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SYDNEY.(Agency) end up selecting a sum assured that may long to buy term insurance. Many 
not be enough for their family’s assume they are young and healthy, so Buying term insurance often feels like 
needs.A well-chosen cover should they can buy it later. But this delay can ticking an important box in your 
protect your family’s lifestyle and daily be expensive.Premiums increase with financial plan. It promises peace of 
needs and help them manage existing age, and health issues can make policies mind that your family will be 
financial obligations without difficulty. costlier or even harder to get. Buying financially secure even if something 

early, especially in your 20s or early happens to you. But while the idea is I G N O R I N G  T H E  C L A I M  
30s, helps lock in lower premiums and simple, the execution is not always SETTLEMENT RATIO
ensures long-term protection at a perfect.Many people rush through the Price and brand often influence 
reasonable cost.NOT DISCLOSING process or focus only on premiums, decisions, but many buyers overlook a 
HEALTH DETAILS PROPERLYignoring key details that matter later. very important factor — the claim 

These errors may not look serious at the Skipping or hiding health information is a settlement ratio.This ratio shows how 
time of purchase, but they can create risky move. Some people do it to get many  c l a ims  an  i n su re r  ha s  
big problems later when your family lower premiums or quicker approvals, successfully paid compared to those 
actually needs to make a claim. Here but it can backfire later.If the insurer rejected. A higher ratio, ideally above 
are five common mistakes to finds missing or incorrect details, the 95%, indicates better reliability. 
avoid.CHOOSING A COVER THAT claim can be rejected. It is always better Checking this detail can help ensure 
IS TOO LOW to be honest about your medical history your family does not face difficulties 

and existing policies to avoid One of the most common mistakes is during claim settlement.
complications for your family in the buying insufficient coverage. Many DELAYING THE PURCHASE
future.people try to keep premiums low and Another frequent mistake is waiting too 

Zero tax to pay? 3 big reasons 
why you should still file your ITR

Gold loans register sharp growth

22 years old startup employee quits job for delivery 
gigs, says he can earn Rs 40,000 per month

New Delhi.(Agency)
Central government employees may see a major 

overhaul in salaries and benefits if the latest 
set of demands placed before the 8th Pay 
Commission is accepted. The draft committee 
of the National Council (Joint Consultative 
Machinery), known as NC-JCM, has 
submitted its final memorandum, outlining 
what it believes should change from 2026, 
reported The Economic Times.

The proposals focus on higher basic pay, better 
pension security and improved allowances, 
reflecting rising living costs and changing 
family needs.

MINIMUM PAY, FITMENT FACTOR AND 

TIMELINE
At the centre of the demands is a sharp jump in 

minimum basic pay to Rs 69,000. The 
committee has suggested a fitment factor of 
3.83, which would significantly raise existing 
salaries and pensions, according to the report. 
It has also asked for all revisions to be 
implemented from January 1, 2026, without 
delay.Alongside this, an annual increment of 
6% has been proposed, which is higher than 
the current rate. The idea is to ensure salaries 
keep pace with inflation over time.

BIG CHANGES IN PAY STRUCTURE
The draft also recommends simplifying the 

current pay matrix. It suggests merging 18 
levels under the 7th Pay Commission into just 
seven broader pay scales. This, according to 
the committee, would make career 
progression smoother and reduce stagnation.

The table shared with the memorandum shows 
how salaries could rise across levels. For 
example, the lowest pay level, which currently 
starts at Rs 18,000, could move up to Rs 
69,000. Similarly, the next levels could see 
minimum pay rising to Rs 83,200 and Rs 1.12 
lakh after merging existing levels. Mid-level 
employees may see their basic pay starting 
from around Rs 1.35 lakh to over Rs 2.15 lakh, 
depending on their position. For higher levels, 
the same fitment factor would apply, ensuring 
a uniform increase across the board, the report 
mentioned.

In simple terms, the entire pay structure is being 
reworked to offer fewer levels but higher 
starting salaries at each stage.

BUSINESS

8th Pay Commission: 
Unions push for Rs 69,000 

minimum pay and 6% 
annual hike

credit card applications. This is because signals discipline and credibility, which New Delhi.(Agency)
ITRs serve as reliable proof of your can make a real difference when you  Many people believe that if there is no tax 
income and financial behaviour over apply for personal loans, home loans or to pay, filing an Income Tax Return 
time. Even if your tax liability is zero, a even a simple credit card.(ITR) is not needed. But that is not quite 
properly filed nil return still carries IMPORTANT FOR VISA AND true. Even in FY 2025–26, a nil tax 
value.In many cases, especially for IMMIGRATION APPLICATIONSreturn can be useful in more ways than 
freelancers, part-time earners or those one.With the filing season for AY Many countries such as the US, the UK 

2026–27 approaching, it is worth and Canada often ask for Income Tax 
understanding why skipping ITR filing Return (ITR) records from the past 
may not be a good idea, even when your three to five years while processing 
tax liability is zero. visa applications. These documents 

help authorities understand your HELPS YOU GET TAX REFUNDS 
financial position, stability and WITHOUT TROUBLE
consistency of income over time.Even if your total tax comes to zero, tax 

Even if your tax liability is zero, may still have been deducted at source 
regularly filing your ITR shows that (TDS). This can happen on fixed 
you are financially organised and deposits,  freelance income or 
transparent. It adds to your dividends.The only way to claim this 
credibility and can support your money back is by filing your ITR. 

with irregular income, a nil ITR helps application by demonstrating that you Without it, the refund simply stays 
show that you are financially active and h a v e  a  s t e a d y  f i n a n c i a l  unclaimed. So, a nil return can actually 
transparent about your earnings. It background.Whether you are planning help you recover money that is 
builds a record that lenders can trust. higher education, work opportunities or rightfully yours.

even short-term travel abroad, having a While factors like your credit score, IMPORTANT PROOF FOR LOANS 
proper ITR history in place can make repayment history, age and overall AND CREDIT ACCESS
the process smoother and reduce the financial profile also matter, having a Most banks and financial institutions ask 
chances of delays or additional queries consistent ITR filing record can for Income Tax Return (ITR) 
during visa checks.improve your chances of approval. It documents while processing loan or 

New Delhi,.(Agency)

 Fresh graduates entering India’s job market are 
seeing rising demand for new-age roles such as AI 
specialists, generative AI engineers, and digital 
content creators, a report said on Wednesday. 

The data compiled by LinkedIn highlighted how the 
evolving employment landscape is opening up 
opportunities beyond traditional career paths, 
driven by rapid technological adoption and 
changing business needs.The data showed that 
opportunities are no longer confined to core 
technology roles, with business and people-centric 
functions also witnessing strong growth.Entry-level 
hiring is expanding across human resources, 
consulting, information technology, marketing, 
program and project management, and business 
development, as per the report.

Industries such as utilities, education, government 
administration, transportation and logistics, and 
energy technology are emerging as key growth 
areas for early-career professionals.

This indicates that sectors traditionally not seen as 
prime destinations for freshers are now playing a 
significant role in job creation.Nirajita Banerjee, 
Career Expert and India Senior Managing Editor at 
LinkedIn News, said that young professionals 
should remain open to unconventional career paths 
in a rapidly changing job market.“It could be in a 
different industry, a new city, or a role you hadn't 
considered. In today's dynamic jobs market where 
skills can travel across sectors, it is critical that 
professionals build a versatile skill set,” Banerjee 
said.Early careers are increasingly shaped by 
experiences across roles and industries. While the 
path to a first job isn’t always linear, being open to 
diverse experiences can help you build momentum 
and find the right fit,” Banerjee added.The report 
also points to the rising importance of smaller 
companies as entry points into the workforce.

New Delhi.(Agency) 
India’s wholesale inflation, measured by the All India 

Wholesale Price Index (WPI), rose to 3.88% in 
March 2026, according to provisional data released 
by the government.The year-on-year increase, 
compared with March 2025, reflects a broad-based 
rise in prices across key sectors. The Ministry of 
Commerce & Industry attributed the uptick mainly 
to higher prices of crude petroleum and natural gas, 
manufactured goods, non-food articles, basic 
metals, and food items.On a monthly basis, 
wholesale prices gained momentum, with WPI 
rising 1.64% over February 2026. The primary 
articles segment, which holds a 22.62% weight in the 
index, increased by 2.28%, with its index climbing 
from 192.9 to 197.3.Within this category, crude 
petroleum and natural gas prices surged sharply by 
36.16%, while mineral prices saw a marginal rise of 
0.12%. In contrast, food articles and non-food 
articles declined by 0.85% and 0.22%, 
respectively.The fuel and power index rose 4.13% to 
153.7, driven largely by an 8.77% increase in 
mineral oil prices. However, this was partially offset 
by a 5.07% drop in electricity prices.

Manufacturing, which carries the largest weight in 
WPI at 64.23%, recorded a 0.88% increase. Sixteen 
out of 22 industry groups saw price gains, 
particularly in food products, chemicals, basic 
metals, and textiles. Meanwhile, prices declined in 
sectors such as machinery and equipment, 
beverages, and computer and electronic products.

The WPI Food Index, which combines food articles 
and manufactured food products, edged down 
slightly from 192.9 in February to 192.8 in March. 
Despite this marginal monthly dip, its annual 
inflation rate remained unchanged at 1.85%.The 
Ministry also released final data for January 2026, 
showing overall wholesale inflation at 1.68% for 
that month. 

Don't let these 5 mistakes weaken 
your term insurance cover

AI specialist, content creator 
among fastest-growing roles 
for fresh graduates in India: 
Report

The post shared by a startup 
founder has drawn widespread 
discussion on social media with 
many users criticising Jain for not 
paying his employee a liveable 
wage to the point where he quit 
in favour of  delivery work.

users criticising Jain for not paying his 
employee a liveable wage to the point 
where he quit in favour of delivery 
work.One user said, "Nice way to say 
that you were paying him by grooming 
him rather than paying him enough to 
survive. If he left you for 35k delivery 
job then it's easy to understand how 
much you were paying him. Food on 
plate is more important to most people 
rather than AI books and grooming for 
corporate skills."

Another user said, "R u paying him 15-
New Delhi.(Agency) 20k even after u know he is talented,  

 A startup founder has sparked widespread that's called exploitation is simple 
debate online after revealing that a young words, Although it's his mistake as well, 
employee working with him quit to that instead of switching at better pay he 
pursue delivery work. Akshat Jain, indulge himself in delivery work whixh 
founder of Seeco Wealth, revealed that a offer no skills and no growth."A user 
22-year-old employee working in his commented, "Imagine paying skilled AI. The founder said that employee was said that he tried to explain to the wealth management firm in Chennai quit people peanuts that they realize gig work seemingly satisfied and was capable of employee that his health would not allow his stable office job to work as a delivery can earn better. Total exploitation."leading a department in five years.Jain him to continue working for more than driver. The employee saw higher earning One user said, "This story reflects more on explained that the employee started doing five years. The founder also told the potential in delivery work and claimed he your low pay and lousy work environment delivery work on the weekends to make employee that there is no career growth in could earn Rs 40,000 per month through than the hard work he's putting in for extra income and later realised that he delivery work and that he would not delivery gigs.Jain said in an X post that himself. Reflect and change. People could earn more that way. The employee develop any corporate skills.Netizens the employee had great potential. Jain said always leave a bad boss and money talks later resigned saying he could earn 35- ReactThe post drew widespread that the office was grooming him, bullshit walks.”40k by doing delivery work.The founder discussion on social media with many provided him with books and taught him 

Sensex jumps 1,300 points 
as Trump signals Iran war 
near end

Copper prices have risen sharply this year due to supply disruptions at key global mines and strong demand from sectors such as electrification, renewable energy and artificial intelligence-led infrastructure.

India's wholesale inflation 
climbs to 3.88% in March: 
Govt data

New Delhi:.(Agency)
 Indian equity markets opened on a strong note on 

Wednesday, with both benchmark indices rallying 
sharply amid easing geopolitical concerns after 
signals of a possible de-escalation in tensions 
between the United States and Iran. Investor 
sentiment improved after US President Donald 
Trump indicated that the conflict with Iran could be 
nearing its end, raising hopes of stability in global 
markets.During early trade, the Nifty surged 1.61 per 
cent, or 392.75 points, to trade at 24,237.70. The 
Sensex also climbed 1.70 per cent, or 1,303 points, to 
78,150.54.Commenting on Nifty technical outlook, 
market experts said that the immediate support is 
seen at 23,900–24,000, while resistance is placed at 
24,250–24,300.Market  vola t i l i ty  cooled 
significantly, with the Nifty India Volatility Index 
dropping 15.4 per cent to 17.34 soon after the 
opening bell.The sharp decline in the volatility 
gauge suggests that traders expect reduced 
uncertainty in the near term.

Broader markets outperformed the frontline indices, 
with the Nifty MidCap and Nifty SmallCap indices 
rising 2.09 per cent and 2.10 per cent, respectively.

On the sectoral front, PSU banks and IT stocks led the 
gains, while the pharma sector lagged behind and 
emerged as the worst performer in early trade.

Meanwhile, crude oil prices also eased in the Asian 
session, adding to the positive sentiment. Brent 
crude futures for the April contract slipped 0.36 per 
cent to $94.45 per barrel, as hopes grew that any 
potential disruption at the Strait of Hormuz could be 
avoided with progress in US-Iran talks.

have overtaken housing loan, which more extensive credit histories. increase in delinquencies since the price New Delhi,.(Agency)
This massive growth has been especially  Gold loans witnessed massive rise to otherwise is the largest retail credit crash in late January 30 when the prices 

strong among pure-play gold loan become India’s second-largest retail segment to become the largest with a plunged almost 13% on a single day after 
companies like the Muthoots, the credit product by balance share after share of 39% in the December 2025 CME prices crossed $5600 an ounce on 
Manappurams and IIFLs, which housing loans, according to TransUnion quarter, as against the meagre 11% for January 29, a record 40% rally in January 

CIBIL’s Gold Loan Landscape Report. home loans,” Bhavesh Jain, chief alone on the back of an 80% in 
 Gold loans share in retail credit portfolio executive, Transunion Cibil told 2025 and 24% in 2024 and 23% in 

has risen 3.8 times from 5.9% in March TNIE on Tuesday.  Gold loan 2023. As of end February there is 
2022 to 11.1% by December 2025. origination value has risen 5.1x since no asset quality issue, he 
Housing loans with 27.8% share by Q1 of 2022 and the average ticket size said.Borrower profiles are also 
balance as of December 2025 forms the has more than doubled from `90,000 changing, the report said. The 
largest retail credit product.Gold loans to ̀ 1.96 lakh, Jain said.  share of prime and above prime 
have cornered 39% of all incremental Prime and above prime borrowers now borrowers rose from 43% in 2022 
credit disbursals in December quarter, a c c o u n t  f o r  n e a r l y  5 2 %  o f  to around 52% in 2025, while 
vastly outpacing housing loans that originations, highlighting a broader new-to-credit participation 
otherwise is the largest retail credit and stronger borrower base in the gold declined from 12% to 6%, 
segment netting only 11% of the fresh loan market, he said citing the data suggesting that gold loans are 
loans.For the period between March 2022 from their latest report. Gold loan becoming more broad-based and 
and December 2025, home loans remain balances have grown 3.8x since d i v e r s e  i n  t h e  b o r r o w e r  increased their share from 7% in March 
the largest retail credit portfolio, with a March 2022, with their share in the retail profiles.Women accounted for 39% of 2022 to 11% in December, while public 
total outstanding of `44 trillion or 27.8% credit portfolio rising from 5.9% to gold loan originations by volume in 2025, sector banks continue to dominate the 
of the total, while gold loans come second 11.1% by December 2025. up from 36% in 2022, with strong growth market and increased their share from 

The growth reflects rising borrower with `16 trillion outstanding, cornering visible not only in the South but also 57% to 62% during this period and the 
adoption, higher ticket sizes, broader 11.1% of the total retail credit, the report across Western and Northern states with rest of the pie is with private sector banks.
lender participation, and a borrower stated.“Driven by the record rally in gold more and more demand coming in form Supply trends point to a sharp expansion in 
profile that increasingly includes prices in 2025, when looked at from an Telangana, UP, Rajasthan, Gujarat, market activity as prices have been on a 
consumers and women borrowers with incremental loan disbursal, gold loans Maharashtra and MP.roll, but Jain said there has been no 
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Foods

Has sparkling water something to 
do with sparkling wine? Is RO 
water same as distilled water?? 
What is mineral water? Is flavoured 
water healthy? There are so many 
questions that accost us when we 
come across these various types of 
water in our day today life. Here is 
an attempt to clear some of the 
doubts around the 

water we drink on various 
occasions.
Infused water: Also known as detox 
water, it is one of the most popular 
drinks these days. Chopped fruits, 
vegetables and herbs are placed in a 
jar to which chilled water is added. 
It not only tastes delicious but is 
also super 

healthy and is said to detoxify the 
body and aid weight loss.
Tonic water: Often used as a drink 
mixer for cocktails, Tonic water has 
a bitter flavor that comes from the 
quinine added to it. Initially it was 
used as a medical tonic. It was 
originally carbonated water laced 
with a large quantity of quinine that 

was intended for consumption in 
tropical regions where Malaria 
was prevalent. Now the quantity 
of quinine has come down and 
tonic water has found a place in 
bars and is popular with drink 
mixers.
Mineral water: Natural water 
from springs and fountains 
that are rich in minerals, salts 
and sulphor compounds is 
known as mineral water. In 
older days, people visited 
these 'springs' for a cure, but 
now these waters are mostly 
bottled and sold.
F l a v o u r e d  w a t e r :  

Flavoured water can be both DIY 
and artificially manufactured. To 
make it at home, place herbs and 
fruits in a jar and muddle with 
spoon. Add water and drink. It 
will have an amazing flavor. The 
ones manufactured have added 
artificial flavours.
Sparkling water: Sparkling water 
is a type of mineral water which 
has dissolved gases in natural 
form. But those manufactured 
a r t i f i c i a l l y  a r e  b a s i c a l l y  
carbonated water, but healthier 
because they do not have added 
sugar. Replacing regular water 
with sparkling water is not 
advisable because there are 
controversial reports on its health 
implications. They are said to 
leach calcium from bones and 
cause IBS if taken in large 
quantities.
RO water: Reverse Osmosis or 
RO as it is called uses high 
pressure to force water through a 
semi permeable membrane. It 
removes some dissolved salts, 
organics, bacteria and pathogens. 
However as the RO membrane 
ages in the filter it cannot be relied 
on removing all types of germs, 
especially viruses.
Distilled Water: It is the purest 
form of water (99.9%) and is 
obtained by the process of 
distillation i.e evaporating water 
to leave the contaminants behind. 
It is free from germs but also has 
no healthy dissolved salts.

It's summer time and we have found a cool 
way to deal with the heat wave. Bringing 
their creative culinary side to the fore, they 
are preparing some refreshing summer 
coolers to stay hydrated. Some of the 
season-battered souls share their beat the 
heat drinks with us...

Magical mango-kokum mocktail
Necessity is the mother of all inventions 
says advertising professional, Sei 
Deshpande. She narrates how she 
invented a mocktail mixing aam panna 
and kokum sharbat when her mother's 
friends arrived at their home one day. "It 
was an impromptu effort as we had limited 
aam panna at home. I added cumin powder 
and chaat masala to enhance the flavour. It 
was loved by all and my mother was really 
proud," explains she and adds, "It is surely 
a refreshing change from those regular 
drinks and fruit juices. I make it regularly 
now on popular demand."

Wonderful watermelon mojito
Come summers and watermelons make 
their way to everyone's kitchens. An 
engineer Satyajit Mittra loves to 
experiment with this seasonal fruit every 
summer and this season he has perfected 
the watermelon mojito. "I tried some fruit 
beverages when I was in the US. Now, 
whenever there is a get together at our 
home I don a chef's cap and come out with 
some amazing mocktail for them. This 
year, it is my watermelon mojito recipe 
that has garnered me a good feedback. 

This is one drink which kids 
also enjoy. I garnish it with 
pud ina  a s  fo r  me  the  
presentation is of utmost 
importance."

Mint Sharbat
F a m i l y  m e m b e r s  o f  
homemaker Nikita Malu are 
smitten with the soothing 
Mint Sharbat  that  she 
prepares these days. "Add a 
lot of mint, sugar syrup, soda 
and the refreshing sharbat is 
ready. It is a great coolant and 
a must have. It is more of an 
indianised form of mojito and 
is a quick preparation. I make it 
every alternate day."

Soothing Solkadhi
A young professional Neha Jain 
who is a self-confessed foodie 
makes solkadhi at home. "I first had 
this cool Konkani beverage while 
travelling to Goa. It was so tempting that 
I wanted to try it at home for my family. 
Though I do not cook regularly, I was glad 
when it turned out well. Solkadhi refreshes 
me to the core after the tiring day at work 
and I usually have it post dinner. Though I 
use actual coconut milk, one can use 
coconut power available in city super 
markets for quicker preparation."

Beneficial sattu sharbat
Another fantastic summer cooler that 

many we 
are enjoying is 
sattu sharbat . Chartered accou
ntant Anjali Divecha says, "My husband is a 
foodie and this inspires me to experiment 
with innovative summer drinks . While I do 

Are you drinking the

Try these

Recipe: 
Apple Halwa

A simple, tasty and easy to make halwa with apple. 
Serve it as a dessert.
Ingredients:
Apple - 1
Unsweetened khoya - 1/4 cup
Sugar - 1/4 cup
Ghee - 1/4 cup
Cardamom powder - 1/2 tsp

C a s h e w  
nuts - 1/2 
t b l s p ,  
broken
Almonds - 
1/2 tblsp, 
sliced
Method:
1. Peel and 
g r a t e  t he  
apple.
2. Heat ghee 
i n  a  p a n  
o v e r  
m e d i u m  

flame.
3. Fry the almonds and cashew nuts for 30 to 60 
seconds.
4. Add the grated apples and reduce flame.
5. Simmer for 10 minutes, stirring from time to time.
6. Add the khoya, sugar and stir well.
7. When it reaches a halwa consistency and starts to 
leave the sides of the pan, add the cashew nuts, 
almonds and cardamom powder.
8. Remove and store it in an airtight container.
9. Serve as a dessert to any meal.

Recipe: Paneer Veg Rolls
Adelicious and easy to make lunch box 
dish or as a evening snack.
Paneer Veg Rolls
Image via YouTube video
Ingredients:
Chapati - 8, readymade or 
premade
Paneer - 200 gms, grated
Capsicum - 1, finely 
chopped
Onion - 1, finely chopped
Spring Onions - 4, finely 
chopped
Cumin Powder - 1 tsp
Red Chilli Powder - 1 tsp
Dry Mango Powderr - 1/4 tsp
Carrot - 2 tblsp, grated
Corinader Leavess - little, finely 
chopped
Oil as required
Salt as per taste
Method:

Quirky summer 
concoctions to beat the heat

Quirky summer 
Try these

m a k e  a  
v a r i e t y  o f  

s u m m e r  
beverages, one drink 

which I always prepare 
is sattu sharbat which is 
good for digestion. In this 
crazy heat,it keeps the 
summer stroke at bay."

 Right water? Right water?
1. Heat oil in a pan over medium flame.
2. Saute the onions for a minute.
3. Add capcisums, carrot and saute for 

another minute or 
two.
4. Add paner and stir 
well.
5. After a minute add 
cumin powder, red 
chilli powder and salt.
6. Mix well.
7. Add coriander 
l e a v e s ,  m a n g o  
powder and stir again.

8. Warm the chapatis and place them on 
a flat surface.
9. Add 1 or 2 tblsp of the prepared filling 
mixture in the center.
10. Spread if desired.
11. Sprinkle spring onions and roll them 
tightly.
12. Serve at once or pack it for lunch.
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