
RNI NO. DELENG/2008/25465Vol. 17 No. 326 12 pagesNew Delhi, Saturday, 11 April 2026

National Daily
The Sikh Times

9654077232 3sikhtimesindia@gmail.com

Delhi, Haryana, Uttar
Pradesh, Punjab,

Chandigarh, Himachal
and Jammu

PUBLISHED FROM
VISIT: 

www.thesikhtimes.in
Email:sikhtimesindia@gmail.com

facebook.com/
thesikhtimes

@thesikhtimes instagram.com/
qaumipatrika

The Sikh Times
NEW DELHI / PUNJAB, 10 April: Punjab

Chief Minister Bhagwant Singh Mann on
Friday met Union Food and Public
Distribution Minister Pralhad Joshi in New
Delhi and secured key relief measures for
farmers and mandis, with the Centre agree-
ing to run special trains to lift 155 lakh metric
tonnes of foodgrains lying in Punjab and ease
the state’s acute storage crisis ahead of the
Rabi Marketing Season.  Alongside this
immediate intervention, CM Bhagwant Singh
Mann pressed for resolution of structural
issues burdening Punjab, including higher
Cash Credit interest rates, ?9,000 crore pend-
ing under the Rural Development Fund, com-
pensation for hailstorm-hit crops, and long-
pending demands of arhtiyas, with the Union
Minister responding positively and assuring
concrete follow-up, including a Secretary-
level mechanism to address pending dues.
Sharing a few snippets from the meeting on
X, CM Bhagwant Singh Mann stated: “Today,

in Delhi, I held an important meeting with
Union Food Minister Pralhad Joshi ji. During
this time, we discussed in detail several key

issues related to Punjab, including the
demands of the arhtiyas.” The Chief Minister
further wrote: “During the meeting, critical
matters were raised before the Centre, such
as the swift lifting of 15.5 million metric
tonnes of wheat and rice lying in Punjab, and
the immediate payment of the outstanding

?9,000 crore under RDF. At the same time, a
demand was made to reduce the high interest
rates imposed on states under the Cash

Credit Limit and to consider the
arhtiyas' demands related to the Centre
on a priority basis. In addition, an appeal
was made to promptly resolve issues
concerning the EPF of mandi laborers,
and a demand was also raised to provide
farmers with the due compensation for
losses caused by unseasonal rains.” “I
am pleased that the Union Minister ji
has responded very positively to all
these issues. We remain continuously
committed to safeguarding the interests
of Punjab,” the post concluded. Flagging
the acute shortage of storage space, CM

Bhagwant Singh Mann said, “180.88 LMT of
food grains (151.20 LMT rice and 29.67 LMT
wheat) are already stored in the state’s cov-
ered godowns, whereas the total available
covered storage capacity is approximately
183 LMT (173 LMT covered godowns + 10
LMT wheat silos). Contd.....................page-3

Secretary-level meeting will be held regarding release of
Rs. 9,000 crore of pending RDF funds for Punjab: CM Mann



Gurgaon.(Agency)
 A day after announcing a steep 35% 

increase in minimum wages, Haryana 
govt on Thursday issued a notification 
bringing the revised pay structure 
into effect. District administrations 
directed the labour department to 
ensure immediate and effective 
implementation of the revised 
structure across all industrial units. 
Officials said enforcement teams 
will begin inspections to verify 
c o m p l i a n c e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  
manufacturing clusters where 
contractual workers make up a large 
share of the workforce.

Deputy commissioner Ajay Kumar 
said directions have been issued to 
the labour department officials for 
effective implementation of 
increase in the minimum wage in 
Gurgaon so that workers receive full 
benefit of the decision and labour laws 
are strictly enforced.“Haryana govt has 

issued a notification for the increase in 
minimum wage rates to be given to 
workers, and this wage hike will come 
into effect from April 1, 2026,” said the 

deputy commissioner. He urged all 
industrial units and organisations in the 
city to cooperate in implementing the 
govt’s decision to raise minimum wages 
for workers on a priority basis. “In such a 

scenario, protecting the rights of workers 
and providing them fair remuneration is 
shared responsibility of the govt and the 
industrial sector,” said the DC. He added 

that the wage increase is an 
important step towards improving 
workers’ standard of living, 
ensuring economic security, and 
strengthening social balance.

He also appealed to industrial units 
and associations to adopt the 
public welfare measure in a 
positive spirit and implement it 
effectively in their establishments. 
Urging workers to resume duties, 
Kumar said, “All workers should 
adopt a positive approach, return 
to work at their establishments, 
and cooperate in carrying forward 
production activities smoothly.” 

He added that the govt and administration 
are fully committed to protecting 
workers’ interests.

1 car park per unit must: Haryana 
tweaks affordable housing policy

Low wages and job insecurity: Why contractual 
workers out on streets in Manesar

Gurgaon.(Agency)
A protected wetland in Manesar has 

allegedly been dewatered, filled up and a 
road constructed over it in violation of 
environmental laws.

On Monday, National Green Tribunal 
(NGT) ordered a joint inspection into 
allegations of “large-scale encroachment 
and destruction of” the waterbody, spread 
over 6 acres (2.8 hectares), in Naharpur 
Kasan village. The plea alleged that 
“respondent no 6” — Haryana State 
I n d u s t r i a l  a n d  I n f r a s t r u c t u r e  
Development Corporation (HSIIDC) — 
carried out dewatering and landfilling at 
the site, paving the way for construction 
over the wetland.

The three-member panel — with the deputy 
commissioner (DC) as the nodal officer 
— will submit the report in eight weeks, 
NGT said. “The committee shall submit a 
factual and action-taken report to this 
tribunal,” the bench directed. The matter 
has been listed for further hearing on July 
21.

The NGT bench observed that the plea 
raised a “substantial issue relating to 
compliance of environmental norms” and 
warranted an independent factual 
verification. The bench — headed by 
NGT chairperson Justice Prakash 
Shrivastava, along with expert member 
Dr Afroz Ahmad — issued notices to all 
respondents, including Haryana govt, and 
directed the applicant to complete service 
and file an affidavit of service at least a 
week before the next hearing.

To independently verify the claims, the 
NGT constituted the joint committee 
comprising representatives of the 
Haryana Pond and Waste Water 
Management Authority (HPWWMA), 
the regional office of the Union ministry 
of environment, forest and climate 
change (MoEF&CC) in Chandigarh and 
the DC. The parties include Haryana 
govt, Gurgaon DC, Haryana Pollution 
Control Board, MoEF&CC, HSIIDC and 
HPWWMA.

The committee has been tasked with 
visiting the site, examining revenue and 
official records to ascertain the original 
extent and status of the pond, identifying 
any encroachment or unauthorised 
construction and fixing responsibility for 
any illegal activity found during the 
inspection.

DEHLI/NCR

Roads under water; trees & poles 
uprooted: Cities on knees again

Noida/Ghaziabad. The showers that started Friday 
and continued on Sunday has led to heavy 
waterlogging in Noida and Ghaziabad.

A park for children in Noida Sector 51 has turned into 
a shallow pool, while parks and green belts in 
sectors 119, 12, 30, 120, etc., also remained out of 
bounds due to flooding.Low-lying areas, like 
Botanical Garden Metro station in Noida and Jagat 
Farm Market in Greater Noida, are under at least 
two feet of water. Meanwhile, residents reported 
flooded roads and basements in Noida sectors 22, 
30, 36, 51, 62, 71, 104, 105, 72, 117, 122, 99, 
etc.The picture is similar in Ghaziabad, with Abhay 
Khand, Loni, and Muradnagar facing waterlogging.

Late on Sunday, following reports of 12 people stuck 
in Tronica City due to heavy waterlogging, a team 
of Ghaziabad NDRF carried out a rescue operation. 
Considering a warning of heavy rain ahead, NDRF 
teams are on high alert for emergency response in 
Noida and Ghaziabad.Residents blamed the 
authorities for not taking adequate measures to 
check flooding.“The Noida Authority failed to 
prepare for the monsoon in advance. All its claims 
have fallen flat. In Sector 51, people are wading 
through one-and-a-half feet to two feet of water. 
The Sunday showers also left houses and basements 
flooded.

Sikhs will take back 
possession of 
Gurudwara Gyan Godhri 
in Haridwar on April 13

Front continued news

Gurgaon.(Agency)
 In a major shift that is likely to affect 

upcoming affordable housing projects, 
Haryana govt has amended its Affordable 
Housing Policy 2013, making one 
car parking space mandatory for 
every unit and revising allotment 
rates across cities.

The amendment, issued by department 
of town and country planning on 
April 8, introduces stricter norms to 
tackle long-standing concerns over 
inadequate parking in high-density 
affordable housing colonies. Under 
the revised clause, developers must 
now provide one equivalent car 
space (ECS) per unit. The cost of 
parking has been fixed at 10% of the flat 
price. Parking slots must also be clearly 
marked at the time of building plan 
approval to ensure greater transparency 
for buyers. Officials said any parking 

space beyond the mandatory allocation 
may be earmarked for visitor parking or 
two-wheelers, allowing some flexibility 
in layout planning while preserving 

minimum standards. The govt has also 
revised maximum allotment rates under 
the policy. In Gurgaon, the ceiling has 
been raised to Rs 5,575 per sq ft on a 
carpet area basis, along with an additional 
charge of Rs 1,300 per sq ft for balcony 

space, capped at Rs 1.3 lakh per flat. 
Earlier, affordable housing rates in the 
city were capped at Rs 5,000 per sq ft 
(carpet area) plus Rs 1,200 per sq ft for 

balcony areas. In Faridabad and 
Sohna, the rate has been fixed at Rs 
5,450 per sq ft. Other high- and 
medium-potential towns will have a 
cap of Rs 5,050 per sq ft, while low-
potential towns will have a ceiling of 
Rs 4,250 per sq ft.

The revised rates will apply to all 
projects where allotments have not 
yet been made. In cases where 
applications have already been 
invited, developers will be permitted 
to recover the differential amount 

from successful applicants. Those 
unwilling to continue at the revised rates 
will be entitled to a full refund without 
deductions, and developers must issue 
public notices.

GURGAON.(Agency)
 Contractual workers, who form the 

backbone of manufacturing and garment 
units, have taken to the streets amid a 
deepening cost-of-living crisis. Hired for 
7-11 months through labour contractors 
or third-party agencies, these workers 
receive only the govt-mandated 
minimum wage and make up most of the 
shop-floor workforce.

Companies rely on them to avoid direct 
responsibility, often shifting blame to 
contractors whenever disputes arise. 
Under labour laws, a worker completing 
one year of continuous service becomes 
entitled to benefits enjoyed by permanent 
employees, including gratuity, leave, 
insurance coverage, notice-period 
protection and annual increments. But 
contractual workers rarely reach that 
threshold. They face job insecurity, fixed 
minimum wages without increments, and 
payment only for days actually worked.

Many also alleged underpayment and 
abrupt termination for raising grievances. 

With companies distancing themselves 
and contractors in full control, workers 
said they remain vulnerable, underpaid 
and unheard.

The Contract Labour (Regulation & 
Abolition) Act, 1970, defines a 
contractual worker as one employed 
through a contractor and not on the 
company’s direct rolls. In Haryana’s 
industrial belt, such workers make up 80-
90% of the workforce. Permanent 
employees, by contrast, are a small group 
in mid- and senior-level roles, usually 
with engineering, MBA or technical 
qualifications. Contractual workers are 
largely unskilled or ITI-trained.

Most are paid minimum wages that are far 
lower than permanent employees’ 
salaries. By hiring through contractors, 
companies  avoid DA (dearness  
a l l o w a n c e ) - l i n k e d  i n c r e m e n t s ,  
performance incentives, allowances and 
higher bonuses, creating a stark dual 
wage system within the same factory. 
Permanent workers receive long-term 

benefits such as gratuity, retrenchment 
compensation, leave encashment and 
pension. “By rotating contractual 
workers every 7-11 months, companies 
avoid building these liabilities. Tenure is 
kept deliberately short so workers never 

qualify,” said labour researcher Rekha 
Sehgal.

Outsourcing labour also eliminates 
recruitment and training costs. Hiring, 
paperwork, recordkeeping and workforce 
replacement are entirely handled by 
contractors, giving companies complete 
flexibility to scale up or down based on 
production cycles.

Avoiding legal obligations is another 
motivation. Since contractual workers 
are technically not company employees, 
firms bypass compliance with standing 
orders, paid leave, canteen subsidy and 
ma in tenance  o f  wage  r ecords .  
Contractors bear legal responsibility, 
keeping companies insulated. Despite 
legal restrictions on deploying contract 
labour for core production, many units 
routinely place them on assembly lines, 
paint shops, packaging, quality checks 
and, in the garment sector, almost the 
entire production chain.

Workers’ groups said the protests stem from 
basic legal and economic demands, 
higher minimum wages, an 8-hour 
workday, double-rate overtime and 
abolition of the contract labour system. 
“Workers are also fighting exploitation 
such as black-marketing of LPG, non-
payment of  overt ime and non-
implementation of minimum wages,” 
said Santosh Kumar of Mazdoor Adhikar 
Sangarsh Samiti.

Petition says road 
built over wetland 
in Manesar, NGT 

orders probe

MCG hands over operation

Noida.(Agency)
The family of Harshit Bhatt, a 23-year-old Amity 

University student who drowned in a water-filled 
excavation pit in Sector 94 on Wednesday, has 
questioned how a trained swimmer who aspired to 
become a coaching professional could drown in a 
construction pit metres from his campus.

Police said the autopsy report confirmed “accidental 
drowning”. They also said they had detained the three 
friends accompanying Harshit for questioning.

Harshit, a resident of Indirapuram, had appeared for his 
sixth-semester BSc physical education examination, 
his final papers, on Wednesday morning. After the exam 
ended around 1 pm, he bought food, gathered with three 
friends, and the group made their way towards the now-
stalled excavation site for a proposed Noida Habitat and 
Convention Centre behind the Supernova building, 
apparently for a post-exam picnic.

He entered the water at 3.45 pm, moved deeper into the 
pit, and began to drown. A friend attempted to rescue 
him but turned back. According to police, they made a 
call to Dial 112 at 4.06 pm and an unit arrived at 4.20 
pm. They retrieved Harshit with divers, and 
administered CPR before fire brigade and SDRF teams 
reached the spot. Harshit was declared dead at the 
district hospital later.

A medical panel, which conducted the autopsy under 
video surveillance, found mud-like particles in 
Harshit’s stomach and mouth, consistent with 
inhalation of contaminated water. Minor injury marks 
of approximately 0.5 mm were observed on his back, 
arms and legs, which police attributed to friction 
sustained during rescue efforts.

Viscera samples have been preserved to determine 
whether Harshit had consumed alcohol, even as 
medical reports of all three friends present at the scene 
confirmed they had consumed alcohol. Harshit’s 
mother, Deepmala, rejected the police theory of death 
by drowning. She described her son as “disciplined and 
physically trained swimmer, focused on a career in 
coaching”. She claimed the injury marks she saw at the 
mortuary told a different story.“When I saw my son in 
the mortuary, there were V-shaped marks on his back 
and dark injury marks on his hands and legs. It looked 
like he was attacked with a pointed object. I believe my 
son was murdered. I want justice,” she said. She added 
that she recognised two of the three friends who were 
with Harshit but did not know the third.

Harshit’s father, Lalit Chandra, who serves with the 
technical wing of the Indian Army and is posted in 
Ladakh, reached Noida on Thursday afternoon. The 
family took the body to Ghaziabad, where last rites 
were performed.

Additional DCP Manisha Singh said all three friends were 
taken into custody for questioning. Further action 
would follow once the family files a formal written 
complaint, he said.

Gurgaon.(Agency)
Gurgaon: MCG has decided to outsource 

the operation and maintenance of the 
city’s water supply network across 
multiple wards for the next two years. The 
contracts, covering the running, repairing 
and maintaining of boosting stations, 
tubewells, rising mains, distribution 
pipelines and other allied water supply 
infrastructure across wards, is estimated 
to be Rs 38 crore.

MCG officials said the move is aimed at 
streamlining maintenance work and 
promptly addressing routine complaints 
related to water supply infrastructure. 
“We have now decided to bring 
uniformity and float tenders for the 
operation and maintenance of water 
supply networks across the city for two 
years. Earlier these used to be short-term 
tenders. The objective is to ensure that 
routine complaints related to water supply 
networks are addressed promptly,” said 
executive engineer Sandeep Sihag, who 
heads division 4A and B covering ward 
numbers from 19 to 26. The works have 
been divided across multiple wards. 
Maintenance of water supply network in 
wards 11, 14, 15 and 18 has been 
estimated at Rs 9.3 crore, while wards 1, 

12 and 13 account for another Rs 7.9 
crore. Works in wards 9, 10, 16 and 17 are 
estimated at Rs 6.9 crore while wards 20, 
21 and 22 under division 4A will see 
maintenance work amounting to Rs 5.9 

crore. Another Rs 3.8 crore covers the 
maintenance of boosting stations and 
water supply systems under division 3B 
for the financial years 2026-28. In 
addition, wards 24, 25 and 26 have been 

clubbed under a Rs 3.6 crore maintenance 
contract.

While residents welcomed the move to 
issue longer contracts, they said lack of 
manpower deployed by agencies is 

responsible for gaps in maintenance 
work. “If MCG has now decided to float 
tenders for two years, it is certainly a 
positive step. However, it must ensure the 
agencies hired have adequate manpower. 

When machinery or motors at any of our 
four boosting stations become faulty, the 
agency often takes days to repair them,” 
said Pawan Yadav, president.

Mediclaim denied, Noida 
consumer forum asks insurer 
to pay Rs 50k to client

Noida.(Agency)
Excise department will add 25 new liquor 

shops in the new financial year, with an 
e-lottery scheduled for April 9. The 
move is expected to generate around Rs 
30 crore in additional revenue.

District excise officer Subodh Kumar 
said there will be 23 new country liquor 
shops and two composite liquor shops. 
“With the addition of these shops, the 
total number of liquor vends in the 
district will increase from 501 to 526,” 
he said.At present, Gautam Budh Nagar 
has 501 retail liquor shops, comprising 
234 country liquor shops, 239 
composite liquor shops, one bhaang 
shop and 27 model shops.

Officials added that five shops from the 
previous financial year — four model 
shops and one country liquor shop — 
whose licences could not be renewed 
will also be included in the fresh 

allotment process. “A total of 30 shops 
will be allotted through the e-lottery, 
including the new shops and those 
pending from last year,” an excise 
official said.The department has 
already opened applications for e-
lottery, with varying fee structures 
depending on the type of shop. The 
application fee for country liquor shops 
ranges between Rs 40,000 and Rs 
65,000 and for the composite shops, it is 
between Rs 55,000 and Rs 90,000. For 
model shops, applicants will have to 
pay between Rs 60,000 and Rs 1 lakh.

“The application fees are separate from 
the licence fees. Once a liquor shop is 
allotted through the e-lottery system, 
the chosen applicant is required to pay a 
licence fee,” Kumar said. “The licence 
cost varies depending on the location of 
the shop and its projected revenue 
potential.

Now, the matter has once again come into 
sharp focus. The All India Sikh Conference 
(Babbar) has announced a decisive step. 
The organization’s President, Gurcharan 
Singh Babbar, has declared that Sikh Sangat 
will proceed to Haridwar on 13 April 2026 
and will make efforts to reclaim the historic 
Gurudwara Sahib.

In his statement, Babbar has appealed to the 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Union 
Home Minister Amit Shah, as well as the 
Governor  and Chief  Minis ter  of  
Uttarakhand, urging them to facilitate the 
peaceful restoration of the sacred site.

 He has also strongly requested that Sikh 
devotees should not be stopped from 
reaching Har Ki Pauri on Vaisakhi and that 
the administration should ensure smooth 
and unhindered access to the location.

“This is not merely a land issue, but a matter 
of faith, history, and the honour of the Sikh 
Qaum,” Babbar stated, emphasizing that the 
community has shown patience for over 
four decades but now seeks a just resolution.

The announcement has sparked renewed 
discussions within religious and political 
circles. Many see the upcoming Vaisakhi 
gathering as a significant moment that could 
shape the future course of this long-pending 
issue.

As the date approaches, all eyes will be on 
Haridwar, where thousands of devotees are 
expected to assemble, marking a critical 
chapter in the continuing struggle for the 
restoration of Gurudwara Shri Gyan Godhri 
Sahib—a site deeply rooted in Sikh heritage 
and spiritual legacy.

Wedding season is here, Noida 
directs gas agencies to verify 
requirement before supply

Noida to add 25 liquor shops, e-lottery on April 9

Ghaziabad.(Agency)
 In the wake of the wedding season and a spike in LPG 

demand, the district administration has imposed strict 
conditions on the approval of additional cylinder 
requests. Officials have asked gas agencies to verify the 
requirement first.District supply officer Smriti Gautam 
said the dema

‘Harshit was trained 
swimmer’: Mother of 
Amity student questions 
injury marks on hand, 
back & legs

Upkeep of water supply infra to agencies for 2 years

Haryana notifies 35% minimum wage 
hike, faces backlash from industries
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New Delhi: The
Principal Bench of the
National Green Tribunal
(NGT) on Wednesday said
its order directing the
installation of GPS tracking
systems applies to tankers
supplying groundwater for

commercial purposes, as
well as those transporting
Sewage Treatment Plant
(STP) treated water. In its
order dated May 28, 2025,
the tribunal had directed
that only GPS-fitted tankers
be used for commercial
water supply and mandated
strict action, including the
registration of FIRs, against
illegal groundwater extrac-
tion. Following this, two
intervenor applicants
sought clarification that the
directions should not apply
to tankers transporting
treated sewage water (STP
water) and also sought pro-

tection from coercive
action. After hearing all par-
ties, the tribunal held that
while treated STP water is
distinct from groundwater
and its reuse is environ-
mentally desirable, the ear-
lier directions apply to all

tankers supplying
water for commercial
purposes, including
those carrying treated
STP water. The tribu-
nal emphasised that
installing GPS in all
water tankers is neces-
sary to ensure proper
monitoring and to pre-
vent misuse, including

the possibility of illegal
groundwater being trans-
ported under the guise of
treated water. It also noted
deficiencies in the monitor-
ing mechanism of the Delhi
Jal Board (DJB), including
improper record-keeping
and the failure of drivers to
carry necessary documen-
tation. Accordingly, the tri-
bunal said the DJB must
issue gate passes and tran-
sit passes for each tanker
and maintain proper
records. Tanker drivers
must carry relevant docu-
ments during transporta-
tion and produce them

when required, with non-
compliance attracting legal
action under applicable
environmental and criminal
laws.

Contd..........Front page
As a result, only 0.50

LMT covered space is
available for rice and 1.75
LMT silo space for wheat.”
He added, “The Rabi
Marketing Season (RMS)
2026–27 has begun in the
state from April 1, 2026,
during which procurement
of 130–132 LMT of wheat
is expected.” Highlighting
the existing stock burden,
the Chief Minister stated,
“Out of the previous year’s
wheat stock of 38 LMT,
about 8.71 LMT is already
lying in CAP or open stor-
age in the state, which has
led to a shortage of scien-
tific storage space, and
approximately 40 LMT of
wheat will have to be
stored in suboptimal con-

ditions.” Raising the issue
of slow movement of food
grains, CM Bhagwant
Singh Mann said, “Our
government has been con-
sistently requesting ade-
quate movement of wheat
and rice to create the nec-
essary storage space for
rice procurement and stor-
age. However, over the
past several months, the
average movement from
the state has been only
about 5 lakh metric tonnes
per month for both wheat
and rice.”  He urged, “At
least 12 lakh metric tonnes
each of wheat and rice be
moved every month, or
alternatively, arrange-
ments such as enhanced
distribution of food grains
under the Pradhan Mantri

Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana
(PMGKAY) be made, as
was done during the
COVID-19 pandemic, espe-
cially considering the
hardships faced by the
general public amid the
ongoing conflict in West
Asia.” He added, “This will
help ensure smooth pro-
curement operations dur-
ing RMS 2026–27 and
expedite the milling of
paddy for KMS 2025–26.”
Raising another issue, CM
Bhagwant Singh Mann
noted, “Funds for procure-
ment are arranged
through a consortium of
banks led by the State
Bank of India, as author-
ized by the Reserve Bank
of India.” He added, “The
State Bank of India is

charging an interest rate
that is 0.5% higher than the
recovery rate applicable to
the Food Corporation of
India, and is levying inter-
est on a monthly com-
pounding basis.”  He fur-
ther said, “However, in the
provisional cost sheets
issued by the Government
of India for each season,
the state is allowed only
simple interest at Food
Corporation of India
(FCI)’s interest rate. As a
result, the State of Punjab
is incurring an avoidable
loss of approximately ?500
crore every season. He
added, “We have raised
this issue with the Union
Finance Minister as well.
The third issue is related
to the Rural Development

Fund. We have repeatedly
said that the roads leading
to our mandis need to be
constructed, and we even
passed a Bill in the Vidhan
Sabha stating that this
money will be used solely
for repairing mandis, mod-
ernising mandis, and
improving mandi roads.
However, the previous
government led by Captain
Amrinder Singh misused
these funds, due to which
the money has been with-
held.” He further said, “We
have already approached
the Supreme Court of
India on this issue and the
matter is currently sub
judice. Instead of prolong-
ing litigation, the Union
Government should
release Punjab’s rightful

dues. This is Punjab’s
share and Punjab’s right,
and we are only demand-
ing what legitimately
belongs to it.” He added
that if there is any con-
straint on the Centre’s
budget, the funds can be
released in installments, in
any manner deemed
appropriate, but the
amount has now reached
?9000 crore and continues
to be withheld. The Chief
Minister added, “We
strongly raised this issue
as well, and they assured
us that in the coming days,
a meeting at the Secretary
level will be convened to
create a mechanism
through which these funds
will start being released.”
He urged, “Punjab be
allowed to claim interest
charges on a monthly com-
pounding basis as per the
interest rate levied by the
State Bank of India on
Cash Credit Limit (CCL),
instead of the interest rate
of the Food Corporation of
India.” Speaking on the
issue of arhtiyas, he said,
“The main issue was that
the arhtiyas are demand-
ing 2.5% commission,
whereas the Government
of India has fixed their
commission at the current
rates.” Dwelling on the
issue of arhtiya commis-
sion, Bhagwant Singh
Mann said, “Department
of Food and Public
Distribution (DFPD),
Government of India, had
fixed the arhtiya (commis-
sion agent) commission at

?45.88 per quintal for
paddy for the Kharif
Marketing Season (KMS)
2020–21 and ?46.00 per
quintal for wheat for the
Rabi Marketing Season
(RMS) 2021–22.”  He
added, “Since then, the
same fixed commission
has been continued every
year for both paddy and
wheat, which has led to
considerable dissatisfac-
tion among arhtiyas, and
the State Government has
been consistently writing
to the Central Government
to increase the arhtiya
commission.” The Chief
Minister added, “The
Ministry of Food,
Government of India has
made a marginal increase
in the commission of ?4.75
per quintal for wheat (from
?46 to ?50.75) and ?4.73 per
quintal for paddy (from
?45.88 to ?50.61), which
will be applicable from
RMS 2026–27.” He added,
“However, this nominal
increase has not been
accepted by the arhtiyas,
and they have demanded
that, as per the Punjab
Agricultural Produce
Markets Act, 1961 and the
rules framed thereunder,
the arhtiya commission
should be fixed at 2.5% of
MSP.”  He urged, “The
Government of India,
through DFPD, should
review this negligible
increase in arhtiya com-
mission and approve com-
mission at the rate of 2.5%
of MSP in accordance with
the Punjab Agricultural
Produce Markets Act,
1961.” Highlighting anoth-
er concern, CM Bhagwant
Singh Mann said, “For the

past several years, the
Food Corporation of India
has been withholding 30%
of the mandi labour
charges payable for the
crops procured by it each
season due to issues relat-
ed to EPF.” He added, “As
a result, approximately ?50
crore belonging to
arhtiyas is lying with FCI,
which has further
increased their financial
burden.” The Chief
Minister stated,
“Meanwhile, the state
agencies are making pay-
ments to arhtiyas after
obtaining undertakings or
affidavits from them, stat-
ing that if any liability is
determined by the EPF
authorities, the arhtiyas
will fulfill the same.” He
asserted, “Therefore,
there is no justification for
withholding 30% of the
labour charges on account
of EPF,” and urged the
Union Minister to direct
FCI to release the pay-
ments by obtaining affi-
davits, similar to the prac-
tice followed by the state
agencies. Reiterating
Punjab’s key role in the
national food procurement
system, CM Bhagwant
Singh Mann emphasised
that timely intervention by
the Centre on these issues
is essential to ensure
smooth procurement, pro-
tect farmers’ interests, and
prevent further financial
strain on the state.

Gurugram: In a major
milestone for real estate
regulation in Haryana,
the Real Estate
Regulatory Authority
Gurugram (RERA-GGM)
has cleared all pending

complaints filed up to
2024, significantly reduc-
ing its backlog and
streamlining dispute reso-
lution for homebuyers.
According to an official
statement issued on
Tuesday, the Authority
has disposed of all 2,174
cases that were pending
as of March 31, 2025. As a
result, all cases currently

under adjudication now
pertain to 2025 and
onwards. The year-wise
backlog included 15 cases
from 2018, 28 from 2019,
10 from 2020, 74 from
2021, 333 from 2022, 654

from 2023, and the high-
est-1,060 cases-from 2024.
Officials said clearing this
backlog marks a “land-
mark achievement” in
ensuring faster justice for
aggrieved homebuyers.
The Authority noted that
all complaints are adjudi-
cated in line with the prin-
ciples of natural justice
and the Rule of Law, with

relief granted under
Section 18 of the RERA
Act based on the merits of
each case. These include
refunds or delayed pos-
session charges (DPC),
depending on the
specifics involved. In 2025
alone, RERA Gurugram
adjudicated as many as
5,024 complaints, reflect-
ing a significant scale-up
in its operational efficien-
cy. The Authority has now
set a target to further
reduce the average dis-
posal time from the cur-
rent 12-15 months to 6-9
months. Comparative
data from the Ministry of
Housing and Urban
Affairs RERA tracker
shows Gurugram leading
the country in terms of
disposal efficiency. While
RERA Uttar Pradesh has
disposed of 86.71 per cent
of its 60,021 registered
complaints and
Maharashtra RERA has
cleared 82.03 per cent of
its 34,485 cases, RERA
Gurugram has achieved a
disposal rate of 93.62 per
cent of its 17,893 regis-

tered complaints.
Karnataka RERA follows
with 81.54 per cent.
Despite being the third-
highest in terms of com-
plaint registrations, RERA
Gurugram ranks highest
nationally in disposal per-
centage, with nearly 94
per cent of cases resolved.
Officials said the
Authority remains com-
mitted to improving effi-
ciency and aims to emerge
as the country’s best-per-
forming RERA body in

terms of speedy and effec-
tive grievance redressa
for  home buyers.
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Secretary-level meeting will be held regarding release of 
Rs. 9,000 crore of pending RDF funds for Punjab: CM Mann

NAME CHANGE
I Mrs Veena W/o Umesh Yadav R/o
Ward No-09, Belachand, Mohania
Chakla, Purnia, Bihar - 854102, have
changed my name to Veena Devi

NAME CHANGE
I SHASHI BHUSHAN S/O SUD-
HAKAR SINGH R/O 101, Ground
Floor, Tower-19, Commonwealth
Game Village, Akshardham, Laxmi
Nagar, East Delhi, Delhi-110092
have changed the name of my
minor daughter SRISHA BHUSHAN
aged 2 years and she shall here-
after be known as CHITRASHREE
BHUSHAN.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as TEENU S/O JAI
BHAGWAN R/O 22, 22, Jot Kara
Wali Gali, Dariyapur Kalan, Darya
Pur Kalan, North West Delhi, Delhi-
110039 have changed my name
and shall hereafter be known as
TEENU SEHRAWAT.

NAME CHANGE
I, JYOTI DEVI wife of JC-333724W,
Rank-SUB, Name-SHIV RAM SINGH
residing at VPO-AMOUR, DIST-KAN-
PUR, UTTAR PRADESH-209401,
have changed my name from JYOTI
DEVI to JYOTI SINGH for all future pur-
poses vide Affidavit dated 10/04/2026
before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, SHIKHA BHARDWAJ W/O MANOJ
KUMAR R/O 79 AMICHAND KHAND
GIRI NAGAR, KALKAJI, DELHI-110019.
have changed my name to SHIKHA
BHANDARI for all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, TANUJA W/O PAWAN KUMAR
GUPTA R/O H NO B-125 EKTA
VIHAR GYAN MANDIR ROAD JAIT-
PUR EXTN 1 BADARPUR SOUTH
DELHI -110044, have changed my
name to TANUJA GUPTA for all
future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, PAWAN GUPTA S/O NARENDER
KUMAR GUPTA R/O H NO B-125
EKTA VIHAR GYAN MANDIR ROAD
JAITPUR EXTN 1 BADARPUR
SOUTH DELHI -110044, have
changed my name to PAWAN KUMAR
GUPTA for all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, CHAMAN MEET HEIR W/o Jorawar
Singh R/o 266, 2nd Floor, Gali No.4,
Govind Puri, Kalkaji, Delhi-110019,
have changed my name to CHAMAN
MEET KAUR for all purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, SAYAD S/O SHAFIQUR REHMAN
R/O HOUSE NO. 2031-34 FIRST
FLOOR MOHALLAH QABRISTAN
TURKMAN GATE DELHI-110006,
HAVE CHANGED MY NAME FROM
SAYAD TO SAEED AHMED FOR ALL
PURPOSES.

NAME CHANGE
I, KUSH S/O DHARMENDRA YADAV
R/O HOUSE NO-5/26, SHIVAJI
NAGAR, GURGAON, HARYANA-
122001, HAVE CHANGED MY NAME
TO KUSHAGRA FOR ALL FUTURE
PURPOSES

NAME CHANGE
I vinay S/0 laxmi narayan 16/455 E
Block Bapa nagar karol bagh new
delhi 110005 Changed my name to
Vinay kumar

NAME CHANGE
I, RENU W/o DINESH ROHATGI,
R/o Flat No-1103, Tower-10, GH-1B,
Sector-107, Sunworld Vanalika,
Gautam Buddha Nagar, Noida, Uttar
Pradesh-201303, have changed my
name and shall hereafter be known
as RENU ROHATGI.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as JYOATI  D/o RAM
SHESH VERMA, W/o AVANEESH
PRAJAPATI, R/o DumaDuma,
Unchgawan, Jaunpur, Unchgaon,
Uttar Pradesh-223102, have changed
my name and shall hereafter be
known as JYOTI KUMARI VERMA.

NAME CHANGE
I, ATHER ALI KHAN son of ASGAR
ALI KHAN residing at H NO-123,
GAFOOR NAGAR, JAMIA NAGAR,
OKHLA, DELHI-110025 have
changed my name to ATHAR KHAN
for all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, No-15428746M Rank-HAV Name-
NADIYA SHAILESH KUMAR MANI-
LAL Residing at VILL-MUDARDA, PO-
NANDASAN, TEH & DIST-MHESANA,
GUJARAT-380001, have changed my
wife’s name from NADIYA LAXMI to
LAXMI HAJONG for all future purposes
vide Affidavit dated 10/04/2026 before
Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, Amit Gaurav S/o Satish Chand
R/o C-418/A, Chhajupur, Shahdara,
PO: Shahdara, Dist: Shahdara,
Delhi - 110032 have changed the
name of my minor daughter Navika
aged 13 years and she shall here-
after be known as Navika Singh

NAME CHANGE
I, ROHIDAS is legally father of No.
15696533F Rank- L/HAV Name-
MANE RAKESH ROHIDAS R/o VILL-
BHONDAWADE, POST-GAJAWADI,
TEH-SATARA, DIST-SATARA,
(MAHARASHTRA)-415013 have
changed my name from ROHIDAS to
ROHIDAS MANSING MANE for all
future purposes. Vide Affidavit Dated
10/04/2026 before Notary Public New
Delhi (India).

NAME CHANGE
I, CHARANJEET SINGH S/o
TRILOCHAN SINGH R/o 60/2
FIRST FLOOR, RAMJAS ROAD,
KAROL BAGH, DELHI-110005
have changed my name to CHA-
RANJEET SINGH THUKRAL .

NAME CHANGE
I, PRINCE JOGENDRA SINGH S/o
JOGENDRA SINGH R/o R-15, R-
BLOCK, EAST VINOD NAGAR,
DELHI-110091 have changed my
name to PRINCE SINGH .

NAME CHANGE
I, Deepak Kumar S/O: Moolchand, R/O
827, shernagar, VTC: Muzaffarnagar,
PO: Muzaffarnagar,  District:
Muzaffarnagar, Uttar Pradesh- 251001,
have changed the name of my minor
son Tanish aged 15 years and he shall
hereafter be known as TANISHQ.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby given to the gener-
al public that our client, Mrs.
Mithlesh Devi, wife of Mr. Kamal
Singh, is the absolute owner and in
possession of a freehold residential
eastern portion of Plot No. 100,
measuring 75 sq. yds. out of total
area 150 sq. yds., forming part of
Khasra No. 24//25, 35/5/1, 5/2, 5/3,
35//6/1, situated at Waka Mouja
Gounchi, Tehsil Ballabgarh, District
Faridabad, Haryana.That our client
acquired the above-mentioned prop-
erty by virtue of a Sale Deed dated
23.06.2015, registered as
Document No. 3366 on 23.06.2015
before SRO Ballabgarh. That in the
chain of title documents, the follow-
ing original documents are not avail-
able: (1) Original Sale Deed dated
16.04.2007 executed by the initial
owner in favour of Mrs. Shakuntala
Devi and Mr. Sudhir Kumar, regis-
tered as Document No. 723, Book
No. I, dated 16.04.2007 at SRO
Ballabgarh. & (2) Original Sale Deed
dated 28.12.2007 executed by Mrs.
Shakuntala Devi and Mr. Sudhir
Kumar in favour of Mrs. Kamla Devi,
registered as Document No. 9841,
Book No. I, Vol. No. 2/56, pages
136/19-20, dated 28.12.2007 at
SRO Ballabgarh. Due to the non-
availability of the above-mentioned
original documents, this public
notice is being issued. Any person
having any right, title, interest, claim,
or objection in respect of the said
property is hereby required to inform
the undersigned in writing within 07
days from the date of publication of
this notice, along with supporting
documents, failing which it shall be
presumed that no such claim exists
and the claim, if any, shall be
deemed to have been waived., It is
further stated that the said property
is presently mortgaged with Utkarsh
Small Finance Bank Limited,
Faridabad Branch, Haryana.

[NAVEEN KUMAR VERMA] 
Advocate

F-211, Sector-3,
Vaishali, Ghaziabad,

Uttar Pradesh-201010
(Contact at 09958871432)

PUBLIC NOTICE
I Saraswati Tomar D/O Munna
Singh Tomar R/O Daulatpur Dhikri
Distt. Hapur,UP Undertake That I
Saraswati Tomar Change My Name
Siddharth Tomar And Gender As
Male. I Saraswati Tomar Henceforth
Be Known As Siddharth Tomar S/O
Munna Singh Tomar.The Above
Statement Made By Me Is True And
Correct To The Best Of My
Knowledge And Belife.If Any Legal
Issue Arises In This. Regard At Any
Stage, I Will Be Personally
Responsible For The Same And The
Department Publication Will Not Be
Liable As For Any Consequences
Arising Therefrom.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby given to the General
Public that Shri Idrish S/o Shri
Shakru, was the owner of House
area measuring 103.25 Sq. Yards
i.e. 86.36 Sq. Meters, out of Khasra
No. 5, Situated at Piplehda (Mugal
Garden Colony), Pargana Dasna,
Tehsil Dhaulana, District Hapur, U.P.,
vide Sale deed dated 27.05.2015,
Vide Doc No. 4829, executed by
Smt. Shahjahan Khatun W/o Shri
Mohammad  Death certificate,
Surviving Members Certificate of
Shri Idrish S/o Shri Shakru, lost and
after his death his wife Donate the
said Property his Son Shri Shokeen
S/o Late Shri Idrish same to be
finance by Shubham Housing
Development Finance Company
Ltd., General public hereby informed
that if anybody has any charge/inter-
est/title in the said property or any
kind of dispute kindly inform the
undersigned in writing on the below
mentioned address within 07 days of
the present. 

Rahul Raj, Advocate,
SG Associates (Law Firm) 

B-01, Plot No. 20, Kaushambi, 
Ghaziabad-201010.

E-MAIL:sgassociatespl@gmail.com.
Ph: 0120-4968888, 8130309204.

PUBLIC NOTICE
General public is hereby informed
that Mrs. Nanda Bisht W/o Mr.
Dharmendra Singh Bisht owner of
Plot No. 9, area measuring 50 sq.
Yards i.e. 41.805 sq. meters, Part of
Khasra no. 148, Situated in the D-
Block, Ram Park Extn., colony,
Village Loni Chakbandi Bahar,
Pargana Tehsil Loni, District
Ghaziabad, U.P, vide Sale Deed
dated 02.06.2023 executed by Mr.
Dharmendra Singh Bisht vide Doc.
No. 8114, Book No. 1, Vol. No. 4662,
Pages No. 1-22, on dated
02.06.2023, in SR-Loni, Ghaziabad,
and in the property chain Original
Conveyance Deed executed by M/s.
Durga Land & Finance Co. in favour
of Mrs. Sheetal Prakash is missing /
lost / not available with the Customer
and on line FIR already lodged vide
LR No: 224697/2026, on dt.
10.04.2026. And now said property
is being financed by AU Small
Finance Bank Ltd., Branch Patpad
Ganj Delhi, if anybody has any
charge/title/third party interest in the
said property of any kind of dispute,
kindly inform the undersigned in writ-
ten with proof of this publication on
the below mentioned address, failing
which I am aware that in case any
default with the mortgage property,
that all borrowers/owners are
responsible for the same.

[ASHWANI KUMAR]
Advocate

Chamber No. 122,
Tehsil Compound, 

Ghaziabad, U.P.
kumar2021ashwani@gmail.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
General public is hereby informed
that Mr. Harsimran Singh S/o Mr.
Kulwinder Singh owner of Residential
House No. 258-B, Subhash Road,
Safipur-1, area measuring 112 sq.
Yards i.e. 93.64 sq. meters, out of
Arazi No. 218, Situated in the Village
Safipur, Pargana Tehsil & District
Kanpur Nagar, U.P, vide Sale Deed
dated 17.09.2025 executed by Mr.
Jaswinder Singh S/o Late Mr. Gopal
Singh vide vide Doc. No. 9353, Book
No. 1, Vol. No. 12282, Pages No. 89-
110, on dated 17.09.2025, in SR-I
Kanpur Nagar, and in the property
chain Death Certificate & SMC of late
Mr. Gurdip Singh & Death Certificate
& SMC of SMC of Late Mrs. Swaranjit
Kaur are missing / lost / not available
with the Customer. And now said
property is being financed by Hero
Housing Finance Ltd, Branch
Kanpur, if anybody has any
charge/title/third party interest in the
said property of any kind of dispute,
kindly inform the undersigned in writ-
ten with proof within 7 days of this
publication on the below mentioned
address, failing which I am aware that
in case any default with the mortgage
property, that all borrowers/owners
are responsible for the same.

[ASHWANI KUMAR]
Advocate

Chamber No. 122,
Tehsil Compound, 

Ghaziabad, U.P.
kumar2021ashwani@gmail.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
This is for information of General
Public that my client Mrs. Veena
Bhatnagar (100% Share) W/o Mr.
V.K. Bhatnagar who is the owner of
Property as Residential Flat bearing
No. 104, on Ground Floor in Block- B,
having super area 1575 Sq. Ft.
(146.32 Sq. Mtr.), constructed on Plot
No. B-104, in Project Known as
"ADREE CITY", Situated at Village
Wazirabad & Bindapur Tehsil &
District Gurgaon, Haryana. who has
lost Flat Buyer's Agreement dated
24.07.2004 in favour of Dr. V.K.
Bhatnagar & Mrs. Veena Bhatnagar
and Inter Office Memo of Possession
dated 25.10.2006 in the name of Dr.
V.K. Bhatnagar & Mrs. Veena
Bhatnagar. In case anybody finds the
above said document and any person
having any claim/s in respect of the
above said property in any manner
whatsoever are hereby required to
give notice of the same to the under-
signed at the address given below
within 7 days from the date of publica-
tion hereof together with copies of
documents on the basis of which
such claim be deemed that there is no
claim against the said property and
my client may proceed with its intend-
ed object as mentioned above.

DR RAJESH K GUPTA Advocate
F-42/43, Dilshad Colony, 

Delhi- 110095,
8882766856  

rlegalloan@gmail.com 

Special News
Tejinder Kaur Babbar

New Delhi: Today the
60th foundation day of
Bharatiya Yoga Sansthan
was celebrated in Apna
Park Mukherjee Nagar in
which the chief president
Sunita Mehra ji, who is a
dietician and marathon
runner in sports, director
in United Thrift and
Credit Society and women
president in Delhi state in
the Ministry of
Cooperation, Delhi state,
Neeru Khaneja of the
women's sector of
Bharatiya Yoga Sansthan

who is the district minis-
ter, Chhaya Gupta who is

the regional head, Tanvi ji
is the regional minister.

All of them were wel-
comed by Centre Head

Sarita Muradiya ji and
Deputy Centre Head Rita

Manocha. Yoga practice
was conducted in the pro-

gramme. Lamps were lit
and hymns were sung.

Shantipath was recited
and the benefits of yoga

were explained.

60th Foundation Day of Indian Institute
celebrated at Apna Park Mukherjee Nagar

RERA Gurugram clears all pending cases till 2024,
achieves 94% disposal rate among top in India

NGT mandates GPS in
all commercial water tankers
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233 from thorium. only Russia has operationalised commercial FBRs at IN a big boost to India’s nuclear ambitions, the 
This makes the second stage indispensable. Without scale; the technology is complex, capital-intensive and indigenous Prototype Fast Breeder Reactor (PFBR) at 

FBRs, the transition to the third stage — full utilisation fraught with safety and economic concerns in countries Kalpakkam in Tamil Nadu has attained criticality, 
like France and the US.However, the celebrations marking the start of a controlled, self-sustaining 
must be tempered with realism. The PFBR project nuclear fission chain reaction. The reactor has thus 
has faced significant delays, underlining the crossed the most crucial threshold before power 
engineering and regulatory challenges inherent in generation. It’s a strategic milestone in the 
such advanced systems. Moreover, public country’s long-envisioned three-stage nuclear 
apprehension about nuclear safety — heightened programme. Fast breeder reactors (FBRs) have a 
globally after incidents like the 2011 Fukushima key role to play in meeting India’s energy needs. 
disaster — continues to slow down project The nation’s nuclear roadmap — conceptualised 
execution in India. Addressing these concerns under pioneers like Homi J Bhabha — rests on a 
through transparency and robust safety sequential strategy: pressurised heavy water 
frameworks will be as critical as technological reactors (PHWRs), followed by FBRs and 
success. Ultimately, the PFBR’s criticality is a ultimately thorium-based systems. While PHWRs 
defining step because it reaffirms India’s long-form the backbone of the current capacity, they rely 
term energy vision: leveraging its unique thorium on limited uranium resources. FBRs, by contrast, 
advantage to reduce dependence on imported are designed to “breed” more fuel than they of India’s vast thorium reserves — would remain 

fossil fuels. The task ahead is clear — scale up, build consume, converting uranium-238 into plutonium-239 aspirational. The Kalpakkam reactor promises a 
public trust and ensure sustainable energy security.and, eventually, enabling the production of uranium- tangible pathway towards energy self-reliance. So far, 

Effective pill 
for online ills

Muhammad Iqbal’s rich legacy at stake

Nuclear milestone: Kalpakkam reactor’s criticality raises hopes

Over the last few months, several states have sent a 
clear message long overdue: in today’s age, child 
safety can no longer be treated as an afterthought. 
Calls for stronger restrictions on minors’ social 
media use are already being voiced citing mental 
health, academic performance and overall well-
being.

From Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh to Goa and 
Punjab, state governments have begun 
recognising the seriousness of challenges children 
face online, and the fact that it is no longer a 
scattered concern but a national problem that 
demands urgent attention. The concern is not 
remote to my state, Odisha, either. This is not a 
sudden overreaction or a passing political trend, 
but rather the consequence of years of mounting 
harm and toxicity, and the ineffectiveness of 
platform safeguards.Even this year’s Economic 
Survey framed social media addiction as a health 
challenge in which compulsive use among young 
Indians is leading to anxiety, depression, low self-
esteem, sleep disturbances, reduced concentration 
and poorer academic performance.Among the 
things children are exposed to on social media 
platforms are sexualised material, influencer-
driven content, unrealistic lifestyles and 
manipulative trends. Added to this is the rising 
threat of bullying, predatory contact and 
generative artificial intelligence-enabled harms 
that overwhelm young users with misleading and 
often harmful material. It is for this reason that 
state-level conversations on social media 
regulation have largely framed the public health 
lens. While platforms are making efforts to 
improve a child’s experience on social media 
through measures such as teen accounts and 
parental tools, such efforts are clearly not enough.

As parliamentarians, we should read this carefully. 
When state governments with varied political 
dispensations move in the same direction, it 
signals that a public concern has crossed a 
threshold and policymakers are losing patience. 
The question, therefore, is not merely whether 
banning social media for children is a sustainable 
approach. Banning technology is not the solution, 
but the status quo also needs to change.

The bigger question is whether the existing 
platform-led model of child safety online remains 
defensible at all. Are we starved for workable 
solutions? While platforms have had years to 
remodel these spaces meaningfully safer for users, 
the harms have only exacerbated.

Now, with the mainstreaming of gen-AI, the culture 
of platforms seems to be becoming even more 
exploitative and difficult to govern. In such a 
situation, it is hardly surprising that governments 
reach for bans and regulatory restrictions, which 
could be considered the easiest tools available 
when no one has offered a better alternative.

The next phase of this convesation must be about 
platform accountability in its most achievable 
form. For that, we first need to acknowledge that 
social media platforms function as systems of 
public consequence. It would not be an 
understatement to say that they actively shape 
what we see, how we think and what kinds of 
social behaviour are normalised.Second, since the 
question of harm is no longer restricted to content 
alone and has become more about design and 
culture, our accountability mechanisms must keep 
that in mind. For that, platforms accessed by 
children must move away from design 
architectures that involve meaningful friction, 
including age-appropriate time limits, safer late-
night defaults, reduced virality features for 
younger users, stronger break prompts and greater 
restraint around design choices that are built to 
prolong use.

Public enterprises are set up to improve public welfare, not returns for investors

JAGAN Nath Azad, a scholar of rare distinction, must be 
turning in his grave. It was at the University of Jammu 
that he wrote eleven books on Muhammad Iqbal, 
including the authoritative five-volume biography, 
Roodad-e-Iqbal, and a translation of his magnum opus 
Javed Nama. Scholars described Azad, a professor at the 
university, as “Iqbal Academy incarnate”.

It is indeed tragic that a university which once hosted this 
finest post-Partition exponent of Iqbaliyat — the 
specialised field of research on the poetry and 
philosophy of Iqbal — should now seek to erase Sir 
Muhammad Iqbal from its curriculum.At Azad’s 
request, the Iqbal Chair was established at the University 
of the Punjab in Pakistan during Gen Zia-ul-Haq’s reign. 
In contrast, the rich legacy of his research seems no 
longer relevant to the university that he had made his 
own. It is as if the institution is choosing to forget one of 
its finest sons to assert a new, narrower identity.The irony 
deepens when one looks across the Pir Panjal. At the 
University of Kashmir, the central library — established 
in 1948 with the founding of the original University of 
Jammu and Kashmir — bears the name Allama Iqbal 
Library. It is a living monument to the shared intellectual 
heritage of the region.Iqbal is not a peripheral name 
there; he is a major figure of study, his poetry and 
philosophy integral to courses in Urdu, Persian, 
philosophy and political science. Students in Kashmir 
engage with Bang-e-Dara, Bal-e-Jibril and Zarb-e-
Kalim as part of their academic upbringing.

The contrast could not be starker. One campus honours the Hindustan — “Sare Jahan Se Achha” — and his ground than at present.Such steps are regressive precisely 
poet with a library that is the heartbeat of higher philosophical vision, though later focused on Islamic because they are polarising in a region that desperately 
education; the other proposes to consign him to oblivion. renaissance, remained rooted in the universalist needs healing. Universities are not battlegrounds for 
This divergence is not accidental. It mirrors a deeper, traditions of Indian civilisation. To treat him as an ideological purity tests; they are repositories of 
more painful truth: the two halves of what was once a untouchable because of his later association with the idea civilisation’s accumulated wisdom. Removing thinkers 
single university — and a single cultural universe — of Pakistan is to reduce a towering mind to a political because their ideas do not fit a contemporary political 
have grown worlds apart. This is something far more label — an act unworthy of a university. narrative is the antithesis of academic freedom.The 
fundamental: an intellectual and emotional parting of The fallout of this intellectual break goes beyond University of Jammu must reconsider its move. It owes 
ways. The practical split in 1969 has evolved into an academia. In the post-Article 370 era, Jammu and this to its own legacy, and to the thousands of students 
institutional embodiment of separation, where once- Kashmir is grappling with the challenge of integrating who deserve an education untainted by political 
overlapping academic traditions now diverge sharply. two distinct regions while respecting their unique expediency. Iqbal belongs to the subcontinent’s shared 

The regions of Jammu and Kashmir have always been as aspirations. Education was meant to be the bridge — literary and philosophical heritage. He cannot be erased 
different as chalk and cheese. But the distinctions have nurturing critical thinking, preserving composite from Jammu’s university curriculum without erasing a 
rarely been institutionalised in academia. These heritage and fostering mutual understanding among part of Jammu’s own intellectual history — a history that 
differences, long acknowledged, were once bridged by students who will shape J&K’s future. Instead, this move once embraced Iqbal’s birthplace as its twin and Kashmir 
shared institutions and a common literary canon. Today, risks deepening the fault lines.When one campus treats as its counterpart.The two universities that once shared a 
they are being etched deeper into the academic fabric. Iqbal as essential reading and the other as dispensable, roof and a library now stand as symbols of how far apart 
This institutionalisation of erasure is new and dangerous. when one library is named after him and the other the regions have drifted. Let not one more act of erasure of 

By looking to excise Iqbal, the University of Jammu is not proposes to delete his name, the message to students is intellectual and cultural heritage be allowed to widen that 
merely pruning a syllabus; it is severing a thread that unmistakable: the “other” side’s icons are not your icons. chasm. The poet who dreamed of a spiritual awakening 
once connected the two regions through the unifying The shared past is optional. The cultural distance, for Asia — and who carried Kashmir in his blood while 
power of academics and progressive thought. Iqbal was already vast, is being made unbridgeable, ensuring that breathing the air of Jammu — deserves better. And so do 
never a narrow sectarian figure. His early poetry sang of future generations grow up with even less common the students of both Jammu as well as Kashmir.

Reducing a towering mind to a political label is an act unworthy of a university

'independent' directors — is only to protect the interests citizens in any decent society. It is the State's duty to public enterprise is to increase public welfare.A JURY in Los Angeles has found major social media 
The only equity financial investors understand — and that of investors.These cases highlight fundamental issues of ensure that all its citizens are provided these services.platforms (Meta's Facebook and Instagram and Google's 

An enterprise is set up for a purpose. The primary purpose corporate boards endorse — is stock market equity. They public governance. What is the purpose of a public YouTube) in California legally liable for harm to a young 
of any business enterprise in the private sector, whether are not required to uphold equity of the societal kind. platform or utility? What principles should govern its user's mental health. They were negligent in the design 
it is unlisted or listed on the stock exchange, is to produce Independent directors are expected to stand up for the management? Should utilities that serve the public be of their platforms and were responsible for creating 
financial returns for its owners and investors. rights of small investors against the demands of measured by how much wealth they produce for stock addictive features (like infinite scroll, autoplay and 

promoters and majority owners.Their enterprise’s goal algorithmic recommendations) that It has no obligation to provide its products and 
is to produce wealth for its shareholders. They must not encouraged compulsive use. The court services to customers who cannot pay 
bring their personal conscience into the board room and awarded $6 million in damages to the enough. Whereas the purpose of enterprises in 
ask the board and management tough questions about plaintiff.The companies intend to appeal. the public sector is to provide services to all 
societal equity.Public sector enterprises must be Their case is they are speech platforms. citizens, and especially those who cannot pay 
effcient, no doubt. But privatising a public enterprise to They say the justice system should go after enough. Their purpose is to provide public 
make it more efficient is throwing out the baby with the the people misusing the platforms, not the welfare, not profits for the government as an 
bath water. Privatisation of economies has gone too far owners. They imply that 'platforms,' treated investor.Therefore, the performance of 
with the victory of US-style capitalism over socialism, as public utilities, allow people to misuse financial institutions in the public and private 
and the surge of financial globalisation, since the 1990s. them — to abuse others, buy pornography, sectors must not be compared by their 
India has privatised its education and health sectors too spread fake news, or entertain themselves, performance in stock markets. Public 
much, too soon. China, Vietnam and Nordic countries etc. It's up to the users to use the platforms enterprises are set up to improve public 
have stayed on their 'socialist' courses. They rank much responsibly.Last month, the non-executive welfare, not returns for investors. By this 
higher than India on the human development scale.chairman of the board of HDFC Bank measure, the State Bank of India and Life 

resigned. He said he did so because the Insurance Corporation have contributed more China has let entrepreneurial spirits loose in business 
values guiding the bank's management to  soc ie ty  than  HDFC Bank,  for  sectors. It has created world-scale, and -class enterprises 
were not aligned with his own. He had example.Values provide principles for in many sectors. Nevertheless, the state has retained 
misgivings about the bank misrepresenting judging the methods institutions use. tight control of its financial sector, and technology sector 
risks in the products it sold. HDFC Bank is Efficiency, ethics and equity are essential too, to an extent that ideologically liberal western 
the second most valuable corporation in the principles for boards and managers of all economists find intolerable.
Indian stock market, following Reliance At the same time, western governments are struggling to organisations in both public and private 
Enterprises.The bank's stock price fell 8- find solutions to regulate US tech enterprises and their sectors.market investors or by the public welfare they create?
9% in a single session following his resignation, and All organisations must use their resources efficiently. wealthy owners who are destroying the social fabric and Public utilities are necessary for providing services 
continued to decline, erasing about $16 billion in its Their managers must be ethical too, and not award harming youth by addicting them to their services.equitably for the essential needs of all citizens, ensuring 
stock value before stabilising. The SEBI head reacted India must not regress to the pre-1991 era. Nor can it themselves high salaries and perks, on the specious their health and secure livelihoods. These include clean 
sharply. remain wedded to post-1991 neo-liberal economics. grounds that they believe they have earned their salaries water, nutritious food, shelter, security, health, energy, 

He said the chairman's 'vague statements' had harmed Even the US is searching for a new way. India must find by their out-sized contributions to society by increasing information, education and financial services (banking, 
investor confidence. The implication was that the duty of its own way forward, untied from 'Washington' the wealth of investors. The business of a private loans when required for livelihood purposes, and 
the chairman and the board — even if they are economists and US tech firms.enterprise may be only business. The business of a insurance).These are the fundamental rights of all 

The purpose of platforms and public utilities

The indigenous PFBR promises a tangible pathway towards energy self-reliance. So far, only Russia has operationalised commercial FBRs at scale
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The Sikh Times
Maligaon, 10th April, 2026: The

General Manager of Northeast
Frontier Railway, Shri Chetan
Kumar Shrivastava, conducted a
comprehensive safety inspection
drive from Katihar to New
Jalpaiguri recently, covering a wide
range of operational and infrastruc-
tural aspects. During the onward
journey, the General Manager
undertook rigorous inspections of
critical railway assets in the Katihar-
Dandkhora and Mukuria-Barsoi
sections. These included examina-
tion of level crossings, track geom-
etry, gang working, curves, major
bridges and Switch Expansion
Joints to ensure adherence to safety
standards. A detailed inspection of
Dalkhola station, point machinery
and level crossing infrastructure
was also carried out. The inspection
drive included a speed trial between
Dalkhola and New Jalpaiguri at 110
kmph to evaluate track quality, ride
comfort and overall operational
readiness of the section. The
inspection also covered multiple ini-
tiatives related to staff welfare. At
Katihar, several improvements
were reviewed including enhanced
healthcare facilities at the
Divisional Railway Hospital, where

an upgraded Physiotherapy Centre
and advanced dental facilities are
now available for railway employees
and their dependents. Interactions

with representatives of recognised
unions and associations were also
held, reflecting the administration’s
continued commitment to staff
engagement and welfare.
Additionally, several other initia-
tives such as improvements to the
Railway Institute, Community Hall
and Staff Canteen were undertaken
to enhance the quality of life and
working environment for railway

personnel. The Training Room and
Model Room at the New Pit Line
were also reviewed, aimed at
strengthening technical training

and capacity building for staff. The
General Manager also carried out a
detailed inspection of the Crew
Lobby to assess passenger ameni-
ties and working conditions. As
part of promoting sports and recre-
ational activities, developments at
Katihar included a renovated bas-
ketball court at KROC/Katihar and
the proposal for a new Cricket
Pavilion, marking a significant step

towards encouraging sports among
railway personnel and local enthusi-
asts. The visit to the 109 Acre Eco
Park also highlighted efforts

towards environmental sustainabili-
ty and recreational infrastructure.
In addition, several other initiatives
like the commissioning of an 1111
kWp Rooftop Solar Power Plant at
Katihar Junction reaf firmed
NFR’s commitment towards
renewable energy and sustain-
able development. The inspection
concluded with the arrival at New
Jalpaiguri, marking the success-

ful completion of an intensive and
well-coordinated programme.
The General Manager expressed
satisfaction over the progress of

developmental works and empha-
sized the need for continuous
focus on safety, maintenance and
passenger-centric services. The
visit reinforced Northeast
Frontier Railway’s commitment
towards modernization, infra-
structure development and ensur-
ing a safe and efficient railway
network for passengers and
freight operations alike.

General Manager of NFR Conducts a Comprehensive Safety
Inspection from Katihar to New Jalpaiguri



8NATIONAL The Sikh TimesSaturday 11 April 2026

฀� � �฀ ฀฀

� � � � ฀� � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � ฀� � � � �

฀�฀ � � � � � � � � � ฀� � �

฀� � � � � � � � � � � ฀� � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � ฀� � � � � �

� � ฀� � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � ฀฀� � � � ฀� � � �

� � � � � � � � � � �

� � � ฀ ฀� � � ฀� ฀ � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � �
� � ฀ � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � �

฀� � �฀ ฀฀

� � � � ฀� � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � ฀� � � � �

฀�฀ � � � � � � � � � ฀� � �

฀� � � � � � � � � � � ฀� � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � ฀� � � � � �

� � ฀� � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � ฀฀� � � � ฀� � � �

� � � � � � � � � � �

� � � ฀ ฀� � � ฀� ฀ � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � �
� � ฀ � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � �

฀� � �฀ ฀฀

� � � � ฀� � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � ฀� � � � �

฀�฀ � � � � � � � � � ฀� � �

฀� � � � � � � � � � � ฀� � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � ฀� � � � � �

� � ฀� � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � ฀฀� � � � ฀� � � �

� � � � � � � � � � �

� � � ฀ ฀� � � ฀� ฀ � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � �
� � ฀ � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � �

฀� � �฀ ฀฀

� � � � ฀� � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � ฀� � � � �

฀�฀ � � � � � � � � � ฀� � �

฀� � � � � � � � � � � ฀� � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � ฀� � � � � �

� � ฀� � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � ฀฀� � � � ฀� � � �

� � � � � � � � � � �

� � � ฀ ฀� � � ฀� ฀ � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � �
� � ฀ � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � �

฀� � �฀ ฀฀

� � � � ฀� � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � ฀� � � � �

฀�฀ � � � � � � � � � ฀� � �

฀� � � � � � � � � � � ฀� � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � ฀� � � � � �

� � ฀� � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � ฀฀� � � � ฀� � � �

� � � � � � � � � � �

� � � ฀ ฀� � � ฀� ฀ � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � �
� � ฀ � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � �

฀� � �฀ ฀฀

� � � � ฀� � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � ฀� � � � �

฀�฀ � � � � � � � � � ฀� � �

฀� � � � � � � � � � � ฀� � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � ฀� � � � � �

� � ฀� � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � ฀฀� � � � ฀� � � �

� � � � � � � � � � �

� � � ฀ ฀� � � ฀� ฀ � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � �
� � ฀ � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � �

฀� � �฀ ฀฀

� � � � ฀� � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � ฀� � � � �

฀�฀ � � � � � � � � � ฀� � �

฀� � � � � � � � � � � ฀� � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � ฀� � � � � �

� � ฀� � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � ฀฀� � � � ฀� � � �

� � � � � � � � � � �

� � � ฀ ฀� � � ฀� ฀ � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � �
� � ฀ � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � �

฀� � �฀ ฀฀

� � � � ฀� � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � ฀� � � � �

฀�฀ � � � � � � � � � ฀� � �

฀� � � � � � � � � � � ฀� � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � ฀� � � � � �

� � ฀� � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � ฀฀� � � � ฀� � � �

� � � � � � � � � � �

� � � ฀ ฀� � � ฀� ฀ � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � �
� � ฀ � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � �

฀� � �฀ ฀฀

� � � � ฀� � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � ฀� � � � �

฀�฀ � � � � � � � � � ฀� � �

฀� � � � � � � � � � � ฀� � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � ฀� � � � � �

� � ฀� � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � ฀฀� � � � ฀� � � �

� � � � � � � � � � �

� � � ฀ ฀� � � ฀� ฀ � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � �
� � ฀ � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � �

฀� � �฀ ฀฀

� � � � ฀� � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � ฀� � � � �

฀�฀ � � � � � � � � � ฀� � �

฀� � � � � � � � � � � ฀� � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � ฀� � � � � �

� � ฀� � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � ฀฀� � � � ฀� � � �

� � � � � � � � � � �

� � � ฀ ฀� � � ฀� ฀ � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � �
� � ฀ � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � �

฀� � �฀ ฀฀

� � � � ฀� � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � ฀� � � � �

฀�฀ � � � � � � � � � ฀� � �

฀� � � � � � � � � � � ฀� � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � ฀� � � � � �

� � ฀� � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � ฀฀� � � � ฀� � � �

� � � � � � � � � � �

� � � ฀ ฀� � � ฀� ฀ � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � �
� � ฀ � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � �

฀� � �฀ ฀฀

� � � � ฀� � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � ฀� � � � �

฀�฀ � � � � � � � � � ฀� � �

฀� � � � � � � � � � � ฀� � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � ฀� � � � � �

� � ฀� � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � ฀฀� � � � ฀� � � �

� � � � � � � � � � �

� � � ฀ ฀� � � ฀� ฀ � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � �
� � ฀ � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � �

฀� � �฀ ฀฀

� � � � ฀� � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � ฀� � � � �

฀�฀ � � � � � � � � � ฀� � �

฀� � � � � � � � � � � ฀� � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � ฀� � � � � �

� � ฀� � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � ฀฀� � � � ฀� � � �

� � � � � � � � � � �

� � � ฀ ฀� � � ฀� ฀ � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � �
� � ฀ � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � �

฀� � �฀ ฀฀

� � � � ฀� � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � ฀� � � � �

฀�฀ � � � � � � � � � ฀� � �

฀� � � � � � � � � � � ฀� � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � ฀� � � � � �

� � ฀� � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � ฀฀� � � � ฀� � � �

� � � � � � � � � � �

� � � ฀ ฀� � � ฀� ฀ � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � �
� � ฀ � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � �

฀� � �฀ ฀฀

� � � � ฀� � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � ฀� � � � �

฀�฀ � � � � � � � � � ฀� � �

฀� � � � � � � � � � � ฀� � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � ฀� � � � � �

� � ฀� � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � ฀฀� � � � ฀� � � �

� � � � � � � � � � �

� � � ฀ ฀� � � ฀� ฀ � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � �
� � ฀ � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � �

฀� � �฀ ฀฀

� � � � ฀� � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � ฀� � � � �

฀�฀ � � � � � � � � � ฀� � �

฀� � � � � � � � � � � ฀� � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � ฀� � � � � �

� � ฀� � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � ฀฀� � � � ฀� � � �

� � � � � � � � � � �

� � � ฀ ฀� � � ฀� ฀ � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � �
� � ฀ � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � �

฀� � �฀ ฀฀

� � � � ฀� � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � ฀� � � � �

฀�฀ � � � � � � � � � ฀� � �

฀� � � � � � � � � � � ฀� � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � ฀� � � � � �

� � ฀� � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � ฀฀� � � � ฀� � � �

� � � � � � � � � � �

� � � ฀ ฀� � � ฀� ฀ � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � �
� � ฀ � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � �

฀� � �฀ ฀฀

� � � � ฀� � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � ฀� � � � �

฀�฀ � � � � � � � � � ฀� � �

฀� � � � � � � � � � � ฀� � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � ฀� � � � � �

� � ฀� � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � ฀฀� � � � ฀� � � �

� � � � � � � � � � �

� � � ฀ ฀� � � ฀� ฀ � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � �
� � ฀ � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � �

฀� � �฀ ฀฀

� � � � ฀� � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � ฀� � � � �

฀�฀ � � � � � � � � � ฀� � �

฀� � � � � � � � � � � ฀� � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � ฀� � � � � �

� � ฀� � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � ฀฀� � � � ฀� � � �

� � � � � � � � � � �

� � � ฀ ฀� � � ฀� ฀ � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � �
� � ฀ � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � �

฀� � �฀ ฀฀

� � � � ฀� � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � ฀� � � � �

฀�฀ � � � � � � � � � ฀� � �

฀� � � � � � � � � � � ฀� � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � ฀� � � � � �

� � ฀� � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � ฀฀� � � � ฀� � � �

� � � � � � � � � � �

� � � ฀ ฀� � � ฀� ฀ � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � �
� � ฀ � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � �

฀� � �฀ ฀฀

� � � � ฀� � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � ฀� � � � �

฀�฀ � � � � � � � � � ฀� � �

฀� � � � � � � � � � � ฀� � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � ฀� � � � � �

� � ฀� � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � ฀฀� � � � ฀� � � �

� � � � � � � � � � �

� � � ฀ ฀� � � ฀� ฀ � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � �
� � ฀ � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � �

฀� � �฀ ฀฀

� � � � ฀� � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � ฀� � � � �

฀�฀ � � � � � � � � � ฀� � �

฀� � � � � � � � � � � ฀� � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � ฀� � � � � �

� � ฀� � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � ฀฀� � � � ฀� � � �

� � � � � � � � � � �

� � � ฀ ฀� � � ฀� ฀ � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � �
� � ฀ � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � �

฀� � �฀ ฀฀

� � � � ฀� � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � ฀� � � � �

฀�฀ � � � � � � � � � ฀� � �

฀� � � � � � � � � � � ฀� � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � ฀� � � � � �

� � ฀� � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � ฀฀� � � � ฀� � � �

� � � � � � � � � � �

� � � ฀ ฀� � � ฀� ฀ � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � �
� � ฀ � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � �

฀� � �฀ ฀฀

� � � � ฀� � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � ฀� � � � �

฀�฀ � � � � � � � � � ฀� � �

฀� � � � � � � � � � � ฀� � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � ฀� � � � � �

� � ฀� � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � ฀฀� � � � ฀� � � �

� � � � � � � � � � �

� � � ฀ ฀� � � ฀� ฀ � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � �
� � ฀ � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � �

฀� � �฀ ฀฀

� � � � ฀� � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � ฀� � � � �

฀�฀ � � � � � � � � � ฀� � �

฀� � � � � � � � � � � ฀� � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � ฀� � � � � �

� � ฀� � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � ฀฀� � � � ฀� � � �

� � � � � � � � � � �

� � � ฀ ฀� � � ฀� ฀ � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � �
� � ฀ � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � �

฀� � �฀ ฀฀

� � � � ฀� � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � ฀� � � � �

฀�฀ � � � � � � � � � ฀� � �

฀� � � � � � � � � � � ฀� � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � ฀� � � � � �

� � ฀� � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � ฀฀� � � � ฀� � � �

� � � � � � � � � � �

� � � ฀ ฀� � � ฀� ฀ � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � �
� � ฀ � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � �

฀� � �฀ ฀฀

� � � � ฀� � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � ฀� � � � �

฀�฀ � � � � � � � � � ฀� � �

฀� � � � � � � � � � � ฀� � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � ฀� � � � � �

� � ฀� � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � ฀฀� � � � ฀� � � �

� � � � � � � � � � �

� � � ฀ ฀� � � ฀� ฀ � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � �
� � ฀ � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � �

฀� � �฀ ฀฀

� � � � ฀� � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � ฀� � � � �

฀�฀ � � � � � � � � � ฀� � �

฀� � � � � � � � � � � ฀� � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � ฀� � � � � �

� � ฀� � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � ฀฀� � � � ฀� � � �

� � � � � � � � � � �

� � � ฀ ฀� � � ฀� ฀ � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � �
� � ฀ � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � �

฀� � �฀ ฀฀

� � � � ฀� � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � ฀� � � � �

฀�฀ � � � � � � � � � ฀� � �

฀� � � � � � � � � � � ฀� � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � ฀� � � � � �

� � ฀� � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � ฀฀� � � � ฀� � � �

� � � � � � � � � � �

� � � ฀ ฀� � � ฀� ฀ � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � �
� � ฀ � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � �

฀� � �฀ ฀฀

� � � � ฀� � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � ฀� � � � �

฀�฀ � � � � � � � � � ฀� � �

฀� � � � � � � � � � � ฀� � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � ฀� � � � � �

� � ฀� � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � ฀฀� � � � ฀� � � �

� � � � � � � � � � �

� � � ฀ ฀� � � ฀� ฀ � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � �
� � ฀ � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � �

฀� � �฀ ฀฀

� � � � ฀� � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � ฀� � � � �

฀�฀ � � � � � � � � � ฀� � �

฀� � � � � � � � � � � ฀� � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � ฀� � � � � �

� � ฀� � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � ฀฀� � � � ฀� � � �

� � � � � � � � � � �

� � � ฀ ฀� � � ฀� ฀ � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � �
� � ฀ � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � �

฀� � �฀ ฀฀

� � � � ฀� � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � ฀� � � � �

฀�฀ � � � � � � � � � ฀� � �

฀� � � � � � � � � � � ฀� � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � ฀� � � � � �

� � ฀� � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � ฀฀� � � � ฀� � � �

� � � � � � � � � � �

� � � ฀ ฀� � � ฀� ฀ � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � �
� � ฀ � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � �

฀� � �฀ ฀฀

� � � � ฀� � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � ฀� � � � �

฀�฀ � � � � � � � � � ฀� � �

฀� � � � � � � � � � � ฀� � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � ฀� � � � � �

� � ฀� � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � ฀฀� � � � ฀� � � �

� � � � � � � � � � �

� � � ฀ ฀� � � ฀� ฀ � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � �
� � ฀ � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � �



9SPORTS The Sikh TimesSaturday 11 April 2026



10BUSINESS The Sikh TimesSaturday 11 April 2026



11FILM The Sikh TimesSaturday 11 April 2026



The charming hill town of 

Mystical Bali
Mystical Bali
Surrounded by the warm waters of the 
Indian Ocean, Bali is one of 17500 
islands in the Indonesian archipelago. 
Blessed with spectacular mountains, 
green rice terraces, enchanting temples 
and a vibrant culture—Bali stands alone 
in its lushness and 
Balinese temples
The stunning island of Bali has often 
been called the famed island of the gods. 
Rooted in a colourful and deeply 
spiritual culture, it’s also known as the 
island of a thousand temples. You’ll find 
sea temples, directional temples and 
shrines spread 
Pura Tanah Lot
One of Bali’s most important and 
venerated sea temples, the sea-draped 
temple of Tanah Lot rises out of the surf. 
Perched on a rocky outcrop amidst 
waves that crash along the dark temple 
walls, Tanah Lot is among Bali’s most 
picturesque temples. The temple 
Uluwatu
Famous for its spectacular sunsets and 
the evening kecak dance, the Pura Luhur 
Uluwatu is perched majestically on the 
edge of a steep cliff that towers above 
the legendary surf breaks of southern 
Bali. The evening dance at the temple 
uses no 

Stroll through the rice paddies
Whether you’re on a bike, in a land rover, 
riding a rickshaw or on horseback, Bali’s 
rice paddies and quaint villages are a must-
visit. Stroll through picturesque rice terraces 
at Jatiluwih or make a day trip to the 
fascinating Tenganan village for a peek at 
Ubud
The heart of Bali’s culture definitely beats in 
Ubud. Perched on the gentle slopes leading 
to the central mountains, Ubud is the best 
place to become fully immersed in Balinese 
culture. The town is surrounded by most of 
the attractions that bring people 
Bali Guling in Ibu Oka
Babi guling, or suckling pig, has made a 
name for itself as Bali’s culinary drawcard. 
Many roadside warungs serve the dish, but 
Ibu Oka in Ubud has garnered some serious 
praise for its delectable hogs. Just land up 
there, order a plate and find a place amongst
Surfing in Bali
There is something for every skill level in 
this surfer’s paradise. Bali gets the full force 
of southern ocean and the islands have some 
great surfing beaches, with beach breaks for 
beginners and huge barrels for the 
professionals. So enrol for a surf trip with 
the  

Mount 
Abu

Mount 

Padang Padang Beach
Bali’s Padang Padang Beach is a famous 
surf point with great waves and a white 
sandy stretch. Julia Robert’s movie Eat, 
Pray, Love has two scenes filmed 
on the Padang Padang beach.
Nusa Dua Beach
Imagine tall palm trees, 
w i l d  m a n g r o v e s ,  
f r a g r a n t  o r c h i d s  
amidst a clear blue 
ocean and the rolling 
g o l d e n  
s a n d — t h a t ’s  
how the Nusa 
Dua  Beach  
can be best 
d e s c r i b e d .  
W i t h  l o w  
currents and 
w a v e s ,  t h e  

The charming hill town of Mount Abu
An oasis amidst the dusty arid landscape of 
Rajasthan, Mount Abu is the state’s only 
hill station. Perched at an altitude of 4000 
feet above sea level, it is surrounded by 
verdant forests and watered by the serene 
Nakki 

A day by the lake
Believed to have been dug out by gods 
using their nails, the sacred Nakki Lake is 
the perfect place for an early morning 
outing or a late evening excursion. Go on a 
boat ride, bargain at the lakeside market or 
simply carry your own picnic basket for a 
fun-filled

Inside India’s finest 
temples
Built between the 11th and 
13th centuries, the 
D i l w a r a  
Temples are 
l o c a t e d  
a b o u t  
two-and-
a - h a l f -
k m s  
a w a y  
f r o m  t h e  
bustling town of 
Mount Abu. A sacred 
pilgrimage spot for the 
Jain community, they are 
o n e  o f  t h e  f i n e s t  
examples of Indian 
temple

See a beautiful 
sunset
Best visited at dusk, 
Sunset Point offers a 
spectacular sight of the 
colour-changing skyline 
against the Aravali Hills. 
Grab your camera and walk up the 

cobblestone pathways along Nakki Lake for 
about a km to reach this picturesque spot.   

Indulge in street shopping
With its mix of street shops and handicraft 
emporiums, Mount Abu offers eclectic 
shopping experiences. Popular picks include 

the Nakki Lake market for bargains, the 
handicraft hub Rajasthali Emporium, 
Khadi Bhandar for textiles, the Chacha 

Experience the 
wilderness
Rich in floral bio-diversity and home to a 
variety of birds and animals, the Mount 
Abu Wildlife Sanctuary stretches up to 19 
kms in length and 6 kms in breadth. The 
altitude varies from 300 m to 1722 m at 
Guru Shikhar, the highest peak in 
Rajasthan. The 

A trip back in time
Providing interesting glimpses of the 
Mewar architecture, the Achalgarh Fort 
transports you to the 15th century with its 
intricately-carved buildings and temples. 
Take in the majestic views of Mount 
Abu’s skyline, picturesque sunsets and 
the 

Offering prayers in a 
cave
Located three kms away from Mount 

Abu, the Adhar Devi Temple is 
constructed out of a large rock and is 
dedicated to goddess Durga. Once you 
finish climbing 365 steep steps and 
crawl your way into the inner shrine, 
you can feast your eyes on 

Eating out in the hill 
town
From small eateries that serve 
delicious street food to fine dining 
multi-cuisine restaurants, Mount Abu 
has something for every kind of food 
lover. Some popular joints here are 
Café Shikibo,  Mulberry Tree 
Restaurant and Daawat Restaurant.

Go hiking on 
Rajasthan’s highest 
peak
Adrenaline addicts can go for an 
adventurous trek to the Guru Shikhar 
Mountain which is Rajasthan’s highest 
peak. Standing tall at a height of 5000 
feet above the sea level, the peak is also 
home to the temple of 

crystal-clear is great for both snorkelling and 
Mount Batur
The unforgettable hike to Mount 

Batur gives 

Mystical Bali
visitors the rare opportunity to witness a 

spectacular sunrise from the summit of an 
active volcano. As you admire the mist 

hovering over Lake Batur, the 2 am 
wake up call to trek to this 

location will be a 
Lake Bratan

O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  
picturesque paths in 

Bali begins in the 
southern part of the 

island, snakes up 
through the lush 
highlands  and 
e n d s  a t  t h e  
o t h e r w o r l d l y  
Lake Bratan. The 
lake is home to 

the unbelievably 
photogenic temple, 

Pura Ulun 
I n d u l g e  i n  l o c a l  

favourites
While Bali has got its fair 

share of high-end restaurants and 
beach clubs, don’t miss tucking into 

mouth-watering local favourites like babi 
guling (spit-roasted pig), ayam betutu (slow-
cooked spiced chicken in banana leaves) and 
sate lilit (spiced mince on 
Balinese dance rituals
Balinese dances are part of ancient traditions, 
and a form of religious and artistic expression. 
Dynamic, angular and intensely expressive, 
the dancers narrate stories through finger, 
hand and body gestures as well as head and 
eye movements.
Barong masks
Two mythical beings are ever-present in 
Bali—in dance rituals, ancient legends, travel 
advertisements and postcards. One is Barong, 
resembling a lion with its long mane, and the 
other is the witch Rangda with matted hair and 
large tusks. Traditional 
Mystical Bali
With smiles as warm as the sun that hits their 
shores, the Balinese are possibly the kindest 
people you will ever come across. As you 
stumble upon the exquisite little offerings left 
all over the island, you’ll realise that Bali is 
the most visitor-friendly island in 
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