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Noida.(Agency)
As PM Modi unveiled the Noida 

International Airport, the crowd gathered 
under the sun carried more than just 
curiosity — they carried plans.

For Shivam Kumar, a BTech student from 
Bulandshahr, the airport is a bridge to 
his future abroad. For Raj Kumar 
Sharma’s family, it is the foundation of a 
business dream. Across Noida, Jewar 
and neighbouring towns, the mood at the 
inauguration was one of quiet optimism, 
driven by the promise of opportunity, 
faster travel and a local economy.

Thousands attended the event, many 
hoping the airport would bring 
prosperity along with convenience.

Shivam Kumar, who studies computer 
science at Gautam Buddha University, 
said the airport would significantly cut 
travel time for those living in Noida and 
western UP. “My elder brother works in 
Dubai and usually flies from Delhi. 
Reaching IGI takes three to four hours 
from Bulandshahr. With this airport, it 
will be about an hour. I also hope to go 

abroad after my studies, and this will 
make a huge difference,” he added.For 
families whose land was acquired, the 
project represents both loss and new 
beginnings. Raj Kumar Sharma from 
Nangla Shri Gopal village said his 12 

acres were acquired for the airport. “My 
children are studying. One is preparing for 
UPSC, another is pursuing BA LLB. My 
daughter is studying fashion design in 
Ahmedabad. With new projects coming 
up in YEIDA area, she now plans to start 

her own venture in the apparel park,” he 
said.The ripple effect is already visible in 
neighbouring districts.Ganpat Singh from 
Dibai noted that land prices in 
Bulandshahr have doubled in recent 
years. “Rates have gone from Rs 8-10 

lakh per acre to nearly Rs 20 lakh. 
Once the airport is operational, it will 
benefit our region as well,” he 
said.Located about 50km from the 
airport, he added that Bulandshahr 
farmers could soon use cargo 
facilities to transport produce more 
efficiently.

The project has also generated 
employment. Fatima, a resident of 
Kishorpur, said her husband has been 
working as a labourer at the site for 
four years. “We may have to relocate 
in the future, but the airport has 
brought jobs. It has made a difference 

to us,” she said.
As the project moves towards completion, 

the airport is emerging not just as a 
transport hub, but as a catalyst. For many, 
it’s reshaping aspirations, livelihoods and 

Rain to bring down temperature by 4°C 
this week in Gurgaon, says IMD

Runway to dreams: For many, airport a 
launchpad for jobs, trade & global access

‘Unfair’: Court rejects chargesheet, seeks new 
probe in land fraud case in Gurgaon

NOIDA.(Agency)
 Five workers living in a rented 

accommodation in Kherki Majra village 
have sustained 30 to 40 % burns after a 5 
kg LPG cylinder exploded on Friday. 
They were rushed to the civil hospital 
from where they were referred to AIIMS 
Delhi. They are currently under 
treatment.

According to police and hospital officials, 
six workers who belong to the same 
family from Bihar had rented out the 
room from a local named Bittu. The 
incident occurred around 9 pm when one 
of the workers had stepped out to buy 
flour. The others were cooking on a small 
cylinder inside the room.

Police suspect that a gas leak triggered a 
sudden fire. It caused the cylinder to 
explode. Flames engulfed the workers 
within moments, leaving them critically 

injured.Neighbours rushed them to the 
civil hospital. Doctors referred them to 
AIIMS Delhi due to the severity of their 
burn injuries. They said the victims are 
aged between 30 and 35 years.A team 
from the Dhankot chowki reached the 
scene and launched an investigation. 
Police said the exact cause is being 
looked into. Family members of the 
i n j u r e d  w o r k e r s  h a v e  b e e n  
informed.Suresh, the sixth occupant of 
the room, said he had gone out to buy 
flour when the incident happened. “We 
returned from work in the evening. We 
were cooking food and I went to the 
market while others were preparing the 

DEHLI/NCR

Roads under water; trees & poles 
uprooted: Cities on knees again

Noida/Ghaziabad. The showers that started Friday 
and continued on Sunday has led to heavy 
waterlogging in Noida and Ghaziabad.

A park for children in Noida Sector 51 has turned into 
a shallow pool, while parks and green belts in 
sectors 119, 12, 30, 120, etc., also remained out of 
bounds due to flooding.Low-lying areas, like 
Botanical Garden Metro station in Noida and Jagat 
Farm Market in Greater Noida, are under at least 
two feet of water. Meanwhile, residents reported 
flooded roads and basements in Noida sectors 22, 
30, 36, 51, 62, 71, 104, 105, 72, 117, 122, 99, 
etc.The picture is similar in Ghaziabad, with Abhay 
Khand, Loni, and Muradnagar facing waterlogging.

Late on Sunday, following reports of 12 people stuck 
in Tronica City due to heavy waterlogging, a team 
of Ghaziabad NDRF carried out a rescue operation. 
Considering a warning of heavy rain ahead, NDRF 
teams are on high alert for emergency response in 
Noida and Ghaziabad.Residents blamed the 
authorities for not taking adequate measures to 
check flooding.“The Noida Authority failed to 
prepare for the monsoon in advance. All its claims 
have fallen flat. In Sector 51, people are wading 
through one-and-a-half feet to two feet of water. 
The Sunday showers also left houses and basements 
flooded.

News box

Out to buy groceries, retired 
Armyman run over by truck in 
Gurgaon

Gurgaon.(Agency)
A 62-year-old Army veteran died on the spot after being 

mowed down by a speeding truck near Kalwari chowk 
in the Bilaspur area on Thursday evening.The victim, 
identified as Kabul Singh, a resident of Khor village, 
was a soldier who took up farming post-retirement. The 
incident occurred around 7.30pm when Singh went to 
the local market at Kalwari Chowk to purchase 
household supplies.According to police, a truck 
arriving from the Tauru side — driven at a high, reckless 
speed — struck Singh with such force that his body was 
left scattered across the road.The driver managed to flee 
after the accident. By the time Singh's son Sandeep 
reached the spot after receiving a call from a passerby, 
his father already died of injuries.

A team from the Bilaspur police station arrived at the 
scene with the vehicle shortly after being informed. 
Police have begun a manhunt for the unidentified driver.

The body was shifted to the mortuary for a postmortem 
examination. Police registered a case under sections 281 
(rash driving), 125 (endangering life), and 106 (causing 
death by negligence) of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita 
(BNS) at Bilaspur police station.Police are currently 
scanning CCTV footage from cameras installed on the 
Tauru-Bilaspur stretch to identify the truck's 
registration number. The body was handed over to the 
family on Friday following the autopsy.In another 
accident, a 21-year-old man died after his tractor 
overturned near a commercial construction site in 
Sector 12 on Saturday.The victim, identified as 
Himanshu Rajput, was originally from UP and was 
residing in Sector 23, Palam Vihar. Rajput was a water 
supplier and went to refill a tanker at an under-
construction commercial site in Sector 12.He lost 
balance of the vehicle, which overturned and he got 
crushed underneath it. Police have initiated inquest 
proceedings in the case.

Gurgaon.(Agency)
India Meteorological Department (IMD) 

has issued a yellow alert for the city for 
the next two days, forecasting light to 
moderate rainfall. The wet spell is 
l ikely  to  be  accompanied by 
thunderstorms, lightning and gusty 
winds with speeds of 40 to 60kmph.

The alert comes as a western disturbance 
over the Himalayan region begins to 
influence weather patterns across 
Haryana from Saturday night. “Rainfall 
activity is expected to increase from 
Sunday across Haryana, with isolated 
places likely to witness thunderstorms, 
lightning and strong surface winds,” IMD 
said.Meanwhile, the city recorded a dip in 
minimum temperatures on Saturday. At 
the Gurgaon KVK station, the minimum 
settled at 16.5°C, down from 18.5°C a day 

earlier. A similar trend was observed at the 
NorthCap University monitoring station, 
where the minimum temperature fell to 
17.9°C from 20.1°C on Friday.Despite a 
cool start to the day, the daytime 
temperature reached 32.3°C at the KVK 

station, up from 30.6°C recorded on 
Friday. At NorthCap University, the 
maximum was 33.9°C, compared with 
32.2°C the previous day.Across 
Haryana, the average maximum 
temperature has increased by 1.7°C 
but remained within the normal range. 
The highest maximum temperature in 
the state was recorded at 34.7°C in 
Nuh. Over the next two days, IMD 
forecast a drop of 3 to 4°C in maximum 
temperatures.

“Rain and cloud cover will also lead to a 
drop in temperatures,” IMD said.

Officials have advised residents to 
remain cautious during thunderstorms due 
to the risk of lightning and strong winds. 
They have advised people to avoid going 
out and not to take shelter under trees 
during thunderstorms and lightning.

Gurgaon.(Agency)
 Terming a police investigation into a land 

fraud case “unfair” and “lacking 
seriousness”, a district court rejected the 
supplementary chargesheet and asked 
police to appoint an ACP rank officer to 
re-investigate the case.

The court pointed out that the police 
exonerated some of the accused only on 
the basis of an affidavit submitted by the 
accused without carrying proper 
investigation.The case is related to illegal 
occupation and sale of 400 square yard 
residential plots Rajendra Nagar. Two 
Delhi cops and their family members are 
also accused in the case.A case was 
registered at Rajendra Park police station 
in Feb 2025 for cheating, forgery, forging 
document and criminal conspiracy. It was 
alleged a forged general power of 
attorney (GAP) was used to sell the plots 
and illegal occupation.

Gurgaon police in Oct 2025 filed a 

supplementary chargesheet before the 
court in which several of the accused were 
given clean chit. The police report was 
challenged before court by complainant 
in the case and landowner Yajdev 
Yadav.Judicial magistrate Ist class 
(JMIC) Uditi Mittal in the order pointed 
that investigation indicated that GPA on 
the basis of which the property was sold 
was forged.“There is no indication that 
such claims have been subjected to 
independent verification through 
objective investigation. The approach of 
accepting self-serving affidavits, 
without corroborative inquiry, is 
contrary to the settled principles 
governing criminal investigation, as it 
effectively substitutes investigative 
scrutiny with untested assertions,” said 
the court.The court observed the 
investigation appears to have failed in 
examining one of the most crucial aspects 
of the case — the financial trail. “In cases 

involving allegations of cheating, forgery, 
and conspiracy, the flow of funds often 
provides critical evidence linking various 

actors,” said court.The court observed 
that forensic analysis, and digital and 
technical investigation were also not 
carried out properly.“These deficiencies 
are not merely procedural irregularities 

but go to the root of the matter, affecting 
the ability of the court to ascertain the 
truth,” said the court.Citing a 1985 

Supreme Court order, the court pointed 
that magistrate is not bound by the 
conclusion arr ived at  by the 
investigation officer and is required to 
apply an independent judicial mind to 
material placed on record.“The court 
has the jurisdiction to direct further 
investigation where the existing 
investigation is found to be unfair, 
incomplete, or unsatisfactory, and that 
such power is to be exercised to ensure 
that justice is not defeated on account of 
a defective investigation,” the court 
said.

“A fair investigation is a facet of Article 
21 of the Constitution, and any 

investigation which is tainted, biased, or 
not conducted in accordance with law 
would vitiate the administration of 
criminal justice,” it added.

Cylinder explodes in 
Gurgaon, 5 people cooking 

food at home injured

How airport has transformed Yamuna city
NOIDA.(Agency)

Hanshraj Singh gave away 10 bigha (around 2.5 
hectares)The Post-Graduate Institute of Child Health 
(Child PGI) in Sector 30 administered the first dose of 
the HPV vaccine in Noida on Friday as part of the 
Centre’s initiative to curb cervical cancer.

Under the ‘Swastha Nari’ programme, girls aged 14-15 
are eligible to get vaccinated free of cost at a dedicated 
clinic. At Child PGI, the vaccination service will be 
running daily.“This programme is a significant step 
towards preventing cervical cancer and reflects our 
commitment to public health. We aim to ensure that 
every eligible girl benefits from timely vaccination,” 
said Dr AK Singh, director of Child PGI.Hospital 
authorities added that the vaccination was conducted 
under strict medical protocols, with beneficiaries kept 
under observation post-administration to record their 
health and ensure safety.Apart from HPV vaccination, 
Government Institute of Medical Sciences (GIMS) has 
also intensified its focus on adult immunisation, issuing 
a public advisory and launching awareness initiatives to 
address gaps in vaccine coverage among older 
populations. The institute highlighted that immunity 
from childhood vaccines can decline over time, making 
adults vulnerable to infections.`Adult immunisation is 
the need of the hour. With increasing life expectancy 
and a growing elderly population, vaccines are critical 
to prevent diseases that can otherwise lead to serious 
health and economic consequences,” said Dr Rakesh 
Gupta, director of GIMS.“Immunisation services at 
GIMS are functional throughout the week with 
immunisation OPD running daily from 9am till 1pm 
under the supervision of departments of paediatrics and 
community medicine. The vaccine is provided to all age 
groups including pregnant women and adults.

Cracker sparks burn down 3 shops, 6 bikes

Gurgaon.(Agency)
 Areas under Yamuna Expressway 

I n d u s t r i a l  D e v e l o p m e n t  
Authority (YIEDA) have 
u n d e r g o n e  a  m a j o r  
transformation in the past few 
years, driven by the emergence 
of Noida International Airport 
— a catalyst for investment and 
industrial expansion along the 
Yamuna Expressway corridor.

What was once a largely agrarian 
and low-density stretch is now 
evolving into a  planned 
industrial ecosystem. While the 
Yamuna Expressway was 
essen t ia l ly  f loa ted  as  a  
gamechanger for the realty 
landscape along the stretch, the 
real change came towards 2020, 
ahead of the foundation stone 
laying of the airport. According 
to a research report by real estate 
firm SquareYards, apartment 
prices recorded a noticeable 
acceleration towards 2023.Data 
from a CAG report and a board 
meeting held by Yamuna 
Authority earlier this year show 
that in the last 15 years, the 
prices of properties have 
increased by 600-1,000% in 
different categories from 2008-
09 to 2026-27.

In 2008-09, residential plots were 
priced at Rs 4,750/sqm, which 

increased to Rs 36,260/sqm in 
2026-27; group housing plots 
were Rs 4,000/sqm and rose to 
Rs 54,380/sqm; commercial 
plots from Rs 9,500/sqm to Rs 
72,510/sqm; institutional plots 
from Rs 3,050/sqm to Rs 
18,680/sqm; and industrial from 
Rs 1,400/sqm to Rs 16,240/sqm.

This year, the Authority has 
committed substantial financial 
resources to sustain this 
momentum, including a Rs 
11,829 crore budget for 2026-
27 ,  wi th  a  major  share  
earmarked for land acquisition 
around the airport region.

A significant portion of the outlay, 
about Rs 8,000 crore, has been 
earmarked for acquiring land for 
a proposed industrial and urban 
ecosystem near the airport. 

Another Rs 2,011 crore will go 
towards development and 
construction in Yamuna City, 
while Rs 502 crore has been set 
aside for the airport-related 
works, and Rs 300 crore for 
mult i -modal  connect ivi ty  
projects.Yamuna Authority area 
is  spread along Yamuna 
Expressway in a 3,352sqkm 
area. It spans 1,149 villages in 
six districts — Gautam Buddha 
Nagar, Bulandshahr, Aligarh, 
Mathura, Hathras and Agra. The 
Authority's notified area is being 
developed as an integrated 
u r b a n - i n d u s t r i a l  r e g i o n  
anchored around the airport. The 
shift is visible in both the scale 
and diversity of projects being 
rolled out — ranging from a 
medical device park, data centre, 

apparel park, and logistics hubs 
to a proposed film city and 
sector-specif ic  industr ia l  
clusters.

In the past year alone, industrial 
allotmnts increased. At least 54 
new industrial plots were 
allocated, 731 lease deeds 
conducted, and 795 people got 
physical possession of their 
properties.

Additionally, the Authority 
sanctioned maps of 398 plots 
during one year. At present, 
YEIDA areas have 341 under-
construction industrial sites, 60 
completed units, 33 functional 
units.

Real estate developers said Noida 
International Airport is set to 
emerge as a powerful gateway 
for Uttar Pradesh, significantly 
enhancing global connectivity 
and attracting investments 
across sectors. "We anticipate a 
strong ripple effect on the real 
estate market, with property 
values witnessing a steady 
upward trajectory in the coming 
years," said Manoj Gaur, CMD, 
Gaurs Group.

He added that the development of 
this world-class airport will not 
be limited to Noida or Greater 
Noida but will serve as a strong 
gateway for the entire state of 

Uttar Pradesh. "As a result, the 
region will evolve into a major 
hub for industrial and logistics 
activities. 

Noida hospitals launch free of  
cost HPV vaccination drive for 
teens

Noida.(Agency)
Residents of a few towers in ATS One 

Hamlet, a residential society in Sector 
104, have complained of noise and air 
pollution from a sewage treatment plant 
(STP) located on the premises of the 
Maharshi Mahesh Yogi Ashram Trust, 
adjoining the society.

In a complaint submitted to the chief 
minister’s office on March 16, the 
apartment owners’ association (AOA) 
alleged that the STP, located on the plot 
adjacent to the society’s residential 
towers 2, 3 and 4, was discharging 
untreated or  par t ia l ly  t reated 
wastewater into the open, which flows 

into the green belt and accumulates in 
the form of stagnant pools.“The 
discharged water is black, frothy and 
emits a strong odour,” the letter reads, 
seeking inspection by concerned 
authorities and immediate remedial 
steps.

Talking to TOI, the AOA president 
Sanjeev Varma said that if the water 
spilling from the STP is treated water, it 
should have been reused in accordance 
with pollution control norms instead of 
being allowed to flow in the open. He 
added that repeated attempts to raise the 
issue with the ashram authorities did 
not yield any resolution.

Co staffer, aide held for 

abducting colleague, forcing 

him to transfer Rs2.5L

Noida.(Agency)
A crime branch inspector posted in Greater Noida was 

named in an FIR after his former wife accused him of 
rape, assault and forcing her to undergo an abortion. The 
case was registered at Kankerkhera police station in 
Meerut, where the woman lives.

According to police, the allegations came to light after a 
one-and-a-half-minute-long video by the woman 
surfaced on social media. In the purported video, the 
woman narrates her ordeal and levels serious 
accusations against the officer posted in the IT cell of 
Greater Noida Zone.

The FIR was registered on March 26.
The complaint said that she married the accused in 2007 

according to Hindu customs and traditions. She alleged 
that her family gave substantial dowry at the time of the 
wedding, soon after which she was subjected to physical 
and verbal abuse by her husband.

The woman further alleged that the abuse continued for 
several years, ultimately leading to their divorce in 2022. 
Despite the legal separation, she claimed that the 
inspector assured her that they would remarry through a 
court marriage once his circumstances improved and she 
continued to remain in touch with him.

According to the complaint, the officer later kept her in a 
flat where he assaulted her sexually. She has also 
accused him of forcing her to terminate a pregnancy 
against her will.Additionally, the woman allegd that a 
house provided to her by the accused shortly before their 
divorce was sold by him without her knowledge.The 
complainant also claimed that the officer believed 
strongly in superstition, which contributed to repeated 
incidents of mistreatment and abusive behaviour.

Following the complaint, Meerut’s Kankerkhera police 
registered a case under sections 67 (sexual intercourse 
by a husband upon his wife during separation without 
her consent), 89 (causing miscarriage without the 
woman’s consent), 115(2) (voluntarily causing hurt) and 
351(3) (criminal intimidation) of Bharatiya Nyaya 
Sanhita.Police officials confirmed that an investigation 
has begun and statements are being recorded as part of 
the probe.Officials from the Greater Noida Police said 
that they have not yet been formally contacted by the 
investigating police station but assured that full 
cooperation will be extended.

Man assured ‘

Former wife accuses Noida 
crime branch inspector of  
rape

Noida Sector 104 condo residents flag 
stench, noise from ashram STP
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New Delhi: Doctors at
AIIMS Delhi’s Dr B R
Ambedkar Institute
Rotary Cancer Hospital
(Dr BRA-IRCH) success-
fully removed a massive
21.8-kg tumour from a 46-
year-old woman diag-
nosed with advanced uter-
ine sarcoma this week.
The Delhi resident, who
was also recently diag-
nosed with diabetes and
hypertension, had
endured progressive
abdominal fullness for
four months, followed by
severe distension, pain,
and functional limitations
over the last three
months. However, she
reported no bowel or blad-
der issues. After receiving
initial symptomatic treat-
ment, she underwent eval-
uation and was found to
have a gigantic mass fill-
ing her entire abdomen
and pelvis, according to
Dr M D Ray, a professor
in the Department of
Surgical Oncology at Dr

BRA-IRCH. “On examina-
tion, we found a tumour
measuring approximately
45 cm, occupying the
whole abdomen,” Dr Ray
said. The rapidly growing
mass was compressing
vital organs like the kid-
neys and ureters, risking
renal failure within a
month or two. It also trig-
gered lower back pain,
walking difficulties, and
respiratory distress, he
told PTI. On March 23,
the team performed an
exploratory laparotomy,
which revealed the
tumour’s origin in the
uterus. Surgeons excised
the uterus, ovaries, fallop-
ian tubes, and the enor-
mous tumour in a gru-
elling five-hour proce-
dure. The operation car-
ried high risks, including
potential rupture of major
vessels and massive
haemorrhage leading to

shock, Dr Ray explained.
Yet, blood loss was limited
to 500 ml, managed with
one unit of packed red
blood cells (PRBC) intra-
operatively. Post-surgery,
the patient was shifted to
the ICU for close monitor-
ing. Dr Rakesh Garg was

the anaesthetist in charge
who managed intra op and
ICU care properly, Dr Ray
said, adding that remark-
ably, she began walking
the very next day and is
recovering swiftly. “She is
likely to be discharged
today,” he said. “The

takeaway is that a mas-
sive tumour does not nec-
essarily mean it is inoper-
able or considered termi-
nal. With expert care and
an expert centre, it can
be managed effectively,”
he added.

Massive fire breaks out in Delhi slum near
Rithala metro station; 1 dead

New Delhi: Police personnel and others gather as firemen try to douse a fire breaking
out in a cluster of huts near Rithala metro station at Rohini area in New Delhi early Saturday.
A man died and another sustained burn injuries after a massive fire broke out spreading to
around 500 shanties near Rithala metro station in Delhi's Rohini, the Delhi Fire Services
(DFS) said. Police said several LPG cylinders were said to have exploded late Friday
evening, intensifying the blaze and triggering panic among residents Thick plumes of smoke
were seen rising from the area even as locals scrambled to save their belongings and move
to safer places. Preliminary information suggests that 400 to
500 huts have been gutted, fire officials said.  The DFS said
it received a call regarding the blaze at 10.56 pm, following
which multiple fire tenders
and firefighting robots were
rushed to the spot.

New delhi: Doctors at
Maulana Azad Medical
College (MAMC) and Lok
Nayak Hospital have suc-
cessfully treated what is
being reported as India’s
first known case of a
palatal parasitic twin in a
newborn boy. A palatal
parasitic twin is an
extremely rare form of a
congenital condition
known as Fetus in Fetu, in
which an underdeveloped
twin is found attached to
or embedded within the
body of its normally devel-
oped sibling. In this condi-
tion, the parasitic twin
lacks vital organs and
depends entirely on the
host twin for blood supply.
When the parasitic twin
develops in the oral cavity,

it is referred to as a palatal
parasitic twin, as it is
attached to the hard or
soft palate. Such growths
may contain partially
formed limbs, tissues, or
organs and can obstruct
feeding and breathing in
newborns, requiring
prompt surgical interven-
tion for survival. The baby
was delivered at 36 weeks
by caesarean section after
antenatal scans showed a
large growth inside the
mouth. After birth, the
infant developed severe
airway obstruction and
was immediately put on
ventilation. The mass,
measuring 15×12×8 cm,
was attached to the hard
palate, restricting breath-
ing and head movement. A

surgical team led by Dr
Sujoy Neogi, Professor,
Department of Pediatric
Surgery, performed the
removal procedure with
the assistance of Dr
Deepak Goel, Dr Divya
Tomar and Dr Rakesh.
The operation required
precise dissection to sepa-
rate the growth from nor-
mal tissues. The work was
supported by Dr Simmi K
Ratan, Head of Pediatric
Surgery, and a larger
team, including Dr Praful
Kumar, Dr Chiranjiv
Kumar, 

Dr Sheetal Upreti, and
Dr Raghav Narang. After
surgery, the baby was
kept in the Neonatal
Intensive Care Unit
(NICU) for breathing and
feeding support. The
child, now two months
old, has recovered and is
feeding with a bottle.
“This case exemplifies the
power of early antenatal
diagnosis, surgical preci-
sion, and collaborative
care, an inspiring testa-
ment to India’s advancing
pediatric surgical capabili-
ties,” hospital authorities
said.
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New delhi: The Delhi
Government has roped in
the Indian Institute of
Technology (IIT), Delhi, to
conduct a comprehensive

study of its bus route ratio-
nalisation programme,
aimed at improving the
efficiency, accessibility
and service quality of the
Capital’s public transport
system. According to

Transport Department
officials, the 12-month
study will be held from
March 2026 to February
2027 and will be carried

out in collaboration with
leading partners. The
exercise comes as the gov-
ernment looks to optimise
the existing fleet of Delhi
Transport Corporation
buses while expanding

coverage across the city.
The rationalisation pro-
gramme was initiated last
year in view of the phased
retirement of 15-year-old

low-floor CNG buses, a
move mandated under
statutory norms. The
study is expected to assess
route efficiency, commuter
demand and service gaps,
and recommend measures

to reduce travel time and
improve last-mile connec-
tivity. Earlier this year, the
government rolled out
route rationalisation in the
West Region, following a
similar exercise in East
Delhi. The initiative,
undertaken jointly with the
DTC, focused on minimis-
ing passenger wait time
and ensuring better relia-
bility without reducing

service availability.
Officials maintained that
no 12-metre bus routes
were discontinued.
Instead, services were
reorganised based on rid-
ership patterns and corri-
dor importance. Transport
Minister Pankaj Singh had
said the next phase of
rationalisation would be
taken up in the North
Zone. The plan also

includes deploying electric
“Devi” buses alongside
existing fleets and increas-
ing frequency during peak
hours under a unified
timetable. With the IIT-led
study now underway, the
government aims to fur-
ther streamline Delhi’s
bus network and make
public transport more effi-
cient and commuter-
friendly.

IIT-Delhi to study Capital’s bus route
rationalisation plan

NAME CHANGE
I, Kulsum w/o Rozuddin R/o B-17,
Gali No.3A, Near Mohalla Dilshad
Masjid, Old Mustafabad, Delhi-
110094, have changed my name
to Kulsoom for all future purposes. 

NAME CHANGE
I Kapil Kumar Yadav S/o Dinesh
Yadav R/o House No-523 P,
Sector-14,Gurgaon,Haryana-
122001, Have Changed My Name
To Kapil Yadav For All Purpose

NAME CHANGE
I Tajinder Kaur W/o Jaspreet Singh
Baweja R/o 52/43 Ramjas Road
Karol Bagh Delhi -110005 Have
Changed My Name To Tajinder
Kaur Baweja For All Purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I Manoj Ram S/o Ram Bilash Ram
R/o Flat No-6, Tower-8,Hamelia
Street,IRIS,Vatika City, Sector-49,
Gurgaon, Haryana-122018, Have
Changed My Name To Manoj
Kumar For All Purpose

NAME CHANGE
I Sarve Preet Kaur Kochhar W/o
Manpreet Singh Kochhar R/o
10C/80 SFS Flats Green View
Appartment Mayapuri Road Hari
Nagar West Delhi-110064 Have
Change My Given Name
Sarvepreet kaur and Surname
Kochhar for all purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I Swaran Kaur Sawhney W/o Prith
Pal Singh R/o 10C/80 SFS Flats
Green View Appartment Mayapuri
Road Hari Nagar West Delhi-
110064 Have Changed My Name
to Swaran Kaur for all purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I Taran Preet Singh Kochhar S/o
Manpreet Singh Kochhar R/o
10C/80 SFS Flats Green View
Appartment Mayapuri Road Hari
Nagar West Delhi-110064 Have
Change My Given Name
Taranpreet Singh and Surname
Kochhar for all purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, Anupama D/o Pradeep Kumar
R/o D-754/A, Gali No.1, Ashok
Nagar, Shahdara, Delhi-110093
have changed my name to
Anupama Chaudhary.

NAME CHANGE
I, Pradeep Kumar S/o Prem
Chand R/o D-754/A, Gali No.1,
Ashok Nagar, Shahdara, Delhi-
110093 have changed the name
of my minor son from Arjun to
Arjun Vaidwan.

NAME CHANGE
I, VINOD KUMAR S/O UDAY
SINGH residing at FLAT NO-G-
3/8, NEAR DDA WATER TANK,
SECTOR-4, ROHINI, DELHI-
110085 have changed my name
to VINOD KUMAR KUSHWAHA
for all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, Anil Balakrishna Panicker
s/o Angakattil Narayan
Balakrishna Panicker R/o A-
6/334-A, Janta Flats, Paschim
Vihar, Delhi-110063, have
changed my name to Anil Bala
Panicker permanently. 

NAME CHANGE
I, SH AUTAR SINGH Father of JC-
413677X Rank-SUB MAJ Name-
BHAGAT SINGH presently residing
at VILL-BILTIYA SUKOLI TALLI,
PO-DHAUNTIYAL, DIST-PAURI
GARHWAL, UTTARAKHAND-
246155 have changed my name
from SH AUTAR SINGH to AVTAR
SINGH for all future purposes vide
affidavit dated 12/03/2024 before
Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, SANTOSH KUMAR  S/O VISHVA
NATH PRASAD  residing at  PLOT
NO-58&59, FLAT NO-B-2, STREET
NO-5, HAVENS GARDEN MATIALA,
DELHI-110059 have changed my
name to  SANTOSH KUMAR GUPTA
for all future purposes

NAME CHANGE
I, SIDDHARATH RANA S/O BHAG-
WAN RANA residing at H NO-1074,
SIRASPUR, DELHI-110042  have
changed my name to SIDDHARTH
RANA for all future purpose.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I,
BALJEET SINGH S/o GURCHARAN
SINGH R/o 12/32, Geeta Colony, East
Delhi-110031 declare that name of
mine, my wife and my minor daughter
has been wrongly written as BAL-
JEET SINGH CHUGH, GURPREET
KAUR CHUGH, JASLEEN KAUR
CHUGH in my minor daughter
JASLEEN KAUR aged 16 years in her
10th class Educational Documents.
The actual name of mine, my wife and
my minor daughter are BALJEET
SINGH, GURPREET KAUR and
JASLEEN KAUR respectively, which
may be amended accordingly.

PUBLIC NOTICE
I Jyoti pal W/O Sunil Kumar R/O WZ-
125, Village Begumpur,  North  West
Delhi , -110086.declare that name of
mine  has been wrongly written as Jyoti
in my minor Daughter Yashika aged 14
years in her  school cords  and birth
certificate no MCDOLR09368299 .The
actual my name is  Jyoti Pal.

NAME CHANGE
I, PUNNAM DEVI Wife of No-
14913053K Rank-HAV Name-
NARENDER SINGH R/O C-7, LAXMI
GARDEN, NAJAFGARH, NEW
DELHI-110043 have changed my
name from PUNNAM DEVI to POON-
AM DEVI for all future purposes vide
Affidavit Dated 30/09/2023 before
Executive Magistrate, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, NEETAS DEVI Wife of No-3204848W
Rank-HAV Name-DHARMENDRA
SINGH R/O VILL-BISHUNDAS, PO-
MURSAN, DISTT-HATHRAS, U.P-
204213 have changed my name from
NEETAS DEVI to NITESH DEVI for all
future purposes vide Affidavit Dated
30/09/2023 before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, ANITA BANSAL W/O PAWAN
BANSAL residing at B-504, MAYUR-
DHWAJ APARTMENT, I.P EXTN.
EAST DELHI-110092 have Change
my name to ANITA RANI BANSAL for
all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, ABDUL TAWWAB S/O Shri Abdul
Rehman Resident of House No. C-16,
Abhimanyu Gali, Near Babu Ram
Chowk, Arjun Mohalla, Moujpur, Delhi-
110053 have changed my name
ABDUL TAUWAB to ABDUL TAWWAB
for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, NO-17007475L Rank-NK Name-
JITENDRA GANGWAR S/O LATE
NIRANJAN LAL GANGWAR R/O
WARD NO-11, MOHALLA
GYASPUR, NEAR BANGALI BABA
MANDIR, BILASPUR, PILIBHIT,
UTTAR PRADESH-262201 have
changed my minor son’s name from
DAKSH GANGWAR to YASH
GANGWAR for all future purposes
vide Affidavit Dated 05/09/2023
before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, NO-17007475L Rank-NK Name-
JITENDRA GANGWAR S/O LATE
NIRANJAN LAL GANGWAR R/O
WARD NO-11, MOHALLA
GYASPUR, NEAR BANGALI BABA
MANDIR, BILASPUR, PILIBHIT,
UTTAR PRADESH-262201 have
changed my minor son’s name from
DAKSH GANGWAR to YASH
GANGWAR for all future purposes
vide Affidavit Dated 05/09/2023
before Notary Public, Delhi.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I,
Rahul Vishwakarma S/o H.P.
Vishvakarma R/o J-4, Ground Floor
Gandhi Market, Mir Dard Road,
Minto Road, Indraprastha, Central
Delhi, Delhi-110002 declare that
name of mine has been wrongly writ-
ten as Rahul Kumar Vishvakarma in
my minor daughter namely Anika
Vishvakarma aged 5 years in his
School Records. The actual name of
mine is Rahul Vishwakarma.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that 1
INDU CHAUHAN W/O NARENDER
SINGH CHAUHAN R/O N-129/1, T-
HUTS, KHILONA BAGH DIST
NORTH WEST DELHI-110009
declare that name of mine has been
wrongly written as INDU KANWAR
in my minor son namely HARSH
VARDHAN SINGH CHAUHAN
aged 13 years in his school record
and birth certificate No. MCDOLIR -
2211-005020356. The actual name
of mine is INDU CHAUHAN which
may be amended accordingly

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that
CHANDER VEER S/O RAM JI LAL
R/O Q-157 Vikas Vihar Uttam Nagar
West Delhi Delhi-110059 declare that
name of mine has been wrongly writ-
ten as CHANDER PAL in my minor
daughter namely KIRTI aged 15 years
in her birth certificate No.MCDOLIR-
0110-004425168. The actual name of
mine is CHANDER VEER which may
be amended accordingly

NAME CHANGE
I Jugal Kishor S/o Lila Dhar R/o
H.No-196 S/F, Kh.No-619/21,
Chattar Pur, South Delhi, Delhi-
110074 have changed the name of
my minor daughter namely Krishna
Devi aged 16 years and she shall
hereafter be known as Priya.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as Farman S/o
Akeel Ahmed R/o B 272/27, Gali No
4, Subhash Mohalla North Ghonda,
Garhi Mendu, Bhajan Pura, North
East, Delhi-110053 have changed
my name and shall hereafter be
known as Farman Ahmed.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as Atif S/o Manzoor
Khan R/o 1/99-C, 4F/F, Gali No-5,
Guru Harkrishan School Wali Gali,
Kabir Nagar, Gokal Pur, North East
Delhi, Delhi-110094 have changed
my name and shall hereafter be
known as Atif Khan.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as Aakash S/o
Makan Singh Rawat R/o 2087/5,
Gali No.20, Prem Nagar Patel
Nagar, Patel Nagar S.O, Central
Delhi, Delhi-110008 have changed
my name and shall hereafter be
known as Akash Rawat.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as Sanam Kumari W/o
Samarjeet Gupta R/o E-400-D, Block-
E, Ashok Nagar, Vasundhra Enclave,
East Delhi, Delhi, Delhi-110096 have
changed my name and shall hereafter
be known as Sonam Sav.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as Laxman Yadav
alias Bhavikshan Yadav S/O Bechan
Yadav R/O Gram Debra, Post Bela,
Thana Babubarhi, Ward No-02,
Bela, PO Bela, Dist Madhubani,
Bihar-847224 have changed my
name and shall hereafter be known
as Bhavikshna Yadav.

NAME CHANGE
I Swaran Kaur Sawhney W/o Prith
Pal Singh R/o 10C/80 SFS Flats
Green View Appartment Mayapuri
Road Hari Nagar West Delhi-
110064 Have Changed My Name
to Swaran Kaur for all purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, VINOD KUMAR S/O UDAY
SINGH residing at FLAT NO-G-
3/8, NEAR DDA WATER TANK,
SECTOR-4, ROHINI, DELHI-
110085 have changed my name
to VINOD KUMAR KUSHWAHA
for all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, NO-17007475L Rank-NK Name-
JITENDRA GANGWAR S/O LATE
NIRANJAN LAL GANGWAR R/O
WARD NO-11, MOHALLA
GYASPUR, NEAR BANGALI BABA
MANDIR, BILASPUR, PILIBHIT,
UTTAR PRADESH-262201 have
changed my minor son’s name from
DAKSH GANGWAR to YASH
GANGWAR for all future purposes
vide Affidavit Dated 05/09/2023
before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, SANJAY KUMAR CHOUDHARY
S/o LATE SH. LAXMAN CHAUD-
HARY Permanent R/o Parsauni
Khirodhar, Sitamarhi, Bihar-843325
and Presently Residing at Plot No.
B-20, Second Floor, Dass Garden,
Baprola Vihar, Najafgarh, New
Delhi-110043. declare that name of
mine has been wrongly written as
SANJAY CHOUDHARY in my minor
daughter namely SHIWANGI
CHOUDHARY aged 17 years in her
10th class Marksheet. The actual
name of mine is SANJAY KUMAR
CHOUDHARY, which may be
amended accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
I, MOGHAL FATHIMA BAIG Wife
of JC-335017L Rank-NB/SUB
Name-MOGHAL MOHAMMAD
BAIG Presently residing at 9-5-5,
ANDHRA RATNA NAGAR, PER-
ALA HIGH SCHOOL, PERALA,
CHIRALA PRAKASAM DISTRICT,
ANDHRA PRADESH-523157,
have changed my name from
MOGHAL FATHIMA BAIG to
FATHIMA SHAIK for all future pur-
poses vide Affidavit dated
16/07/2025 before First Class
Magistrate, Shillong, Meghalaya.

NAME CHANGE
I, Sansare Amrut Narayan father of
No.4580889H Rank-Hav Name
Sansare Ravindra Amrut residing at
Vill. Deolali Pravara, Tehsil - Rahuri,
District.Ahilyanagar, Maharashtra -
413716 have changed my name
from Sansare Amrut Narayan to
Amrut Narayan Sansare vide affi-
davit dated 15.07.2025 executed
before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I Tajinder Kaur W/o Jaspreet Singh
Baweja R/o 52/43 Ramjas Road
Karol Bagh Delhi -110005 Have
Changed My Name To Tajinder
Kaur Baweja For All Purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I Taran Preet Singh Kochhar S/o
Manpreet Singh Kochhar R/o
10C/80 SFS Flats Green View
Appartment Mayapuri Road Hari
Nagar West Delhi-110064 Have
Change My Given Name
Taranpreet Singh and Surname
Kochhar for all purpose.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I,
BALJEET SINGH S/o GURCHARAN
SINGH R/o 12/32, Geeta Colony, East
Delhi-110031 declare that name of
mine, my wife and my minor daughter
has been wrongly written as BAL-
JEET SINGH CHUGH, GURPREET
KAUR CHUGH, JASLEEN KAUR
CHUGH in my minor daughter
JASLEEN KAUR aged 16 years in her
10th class Educational Documents.
The actual name of mine, my wife and
my minor daughter are BALJEET
SINGH, GURPREET KAUR and
JASLEEN KAUR respectively, which
may be amended accordingly.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I,
NIDHI AGGARWAL YADAV D/o
VIRENDER KUMAR AGGARW-
AL, and  Ex. Wife of AMIT YADAV,
R/o H.No E-12, Hauz Khas, South
West Delhi-110016, declare that I
got divorce from my Ex. Husband
AMIT YADAV vide Court Decree
HMA No. 603/2019 dated 30 - 04-
2019, further I have changed my
name and shall hereafter be
known as NIDHI AGGARWAL. I
also have changed the name of
my minor Son namely AAYAN
YADAV, aged 16 years and my
minor daughter namely ARSHIYA
YADAV, aged 13 years and they
shall hereafter be known as
AAYAN AGGARWAL and
ARSHIYA AGGARWAL respec-
tively, which may be amended
accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
I, S VANITHA W/o No. 14838283N
Rank-HAV/MT Name-RAMESH P
R/o VILL-SEDRAMPUTTU, PO-
SEDRAMPUTTU, TEH-POLUR,
DIST-THRUVANNAMALAI, TAMIL
NADU-632315, have changed my
name from S VANITHA to VANITHA
R for all future purposes vide
Affidavit dated 15/07/2025 before
Notary Public, Kupwara.

NAME CHANGE
I, DEEPAK KUMAR VERMA S/O
PARTAP SINGH resident of H.No.16,
Tara Nagar Main Kakrola Road,
Kakrola, South West Delhi, Delhi-
110078 have changed the name of
my minor daughter SHREYA ALIAS
SHREYA VERMA aged 13 years,
and she shall hereafter be known as
SHREYA VERMA.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as SAMEERA
SINGH D/O SUDHIR KUMAR
SINGH residing at Flat No.E-1058,
River Heights, Raj Nagar,
Extension, Tower-15, Ghaziabad,
U.P.-201001, have changed my
name and shall hereafter be known
as SAMEERA SINGH AMETHIA.

NAME CHANGE
I, Sushma D/O Shambu Prasad
Dharmana W/O Vinod Kumar R/O B-6
Police Colony Mandir Marg New Delhi
110001 Have changed my name to
Sushma Badola for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, hitherto known as ASHISH KUMAR
RATHOR  S/O PURAN LAL R/O Q-48,
RAJEEV NAGAR BEGUM PUR,
NORTH WEST DELHI, DELHI-110086,
have changed my name and shall here-
after be known as RAZAAHMED.

AIIMS Delhi surgeons remove 21.8 kg uterine
sarcoma tumour in high-risk operation

Protesters flag concerns over
Transgender Persons (Protection

of Rights) Amendment Bill
New delhi: Transgender community members,

activists, and students protested at Jantar Mantar on
Thursday against the Transgender Persons (Protection
of Rights) Amendment Bill, claiming it threatens their
rights, dignity, and autonomy. The demonstration
occurs as the Bill, passed by Lok Sabha and Rajya
Sabha, awaits the President’s assent. Protesters fear
amendments will dilute safeguards and undermine self-
identification, a core community demand. Carrying plac-

ards and chanting slogans, participants decried the
Bill’s narrow, institutional approach to identity. Many
warned it imposes medical or bureaucratic scrutiny on
transgender individuals. One protester called the legis-
lation a “limited and outdated understanding” of trans-
gender experiences, insisting identity defies documen-
tation or official approval. Another said it grants author-
ities undue power, adding: “Who we are should not
depend on procedures or external validation.”
Demonstrators stressed amendments could marginalise
further by barring rights access and recognition. They
urged the government to reconsider and consult trans-
gender voices widely. Jantar Mantar drew a strong
crowd, reflecting community unease over the Bill’s
direction. Protesters insisted legislation must be inclu-
sive, respectful, and grounded in lived realities. The
protest underscores demands for equality, dignity, and
self-identification rights, pressing authorities for a sensi-
tive, consultative approach.

Engage in public service, youth
urged at Yuva Connect event
New Delhi: The Indraprastha Institute of

Information Technology Delhi (IIIT-Delhi) hosted
the Viksit Bharat Yuva Connect Programme
(VBYCP) 2026 on Thursday, bringing together stu-
dents, faculty and young changemakers to discuss
leadership and nation building. Organised by the
Ministry of Youth Affairs & Sports through MY
Bharat, the programme is part of a national initiative
aimed at connecting youth with India’s developmen-
tal vision of Viksit Bharat@2047. The session focused
on encouraging dialogue around the role of young
people in shaping the country’s future. The highlight
of the event was an interactive session by youth icon
Vanaj Vidyan, who secured All India Rank 278 in the
UPSC Civil Services Examination 2025 and is also a
practicing Supreme Court advocate. Addressing stu-
dents, he spoke about his journey and the impor-
tance of collective responsibility in building an inclu-
sive nation. He said, “Everybody has to equally con-
tribute to shape a progressive and inclusive nation.
We will need more clarity of purpose and ethical lead-
ership for this purpose.”

In a first for India, Delhi doctors remove
newborn’s parasitic twin in rare surgery

Woman’s headless body: Cops
yet to make any breakthrough
New Delhi: A day after a headless body of a woman

with severed palms was found in a drain near the Sector
82 Cut in Noida, the police on Friday intensified their
search to identify the deceased. They are also resorting to
forensic examination and scanning CCTV footages to get
lead in the case. Additional Deputy Commissioner of
Police (ADCP) Sumit Shukla said three teams had been
formed to identity the woman. They were awaiting the
post-mortem report to determine the exact cause of death.
Another official said it seems the woman was murdered
around 24-30 hours ago and her body was dumped in the
drain. The official said her palms might have been severed
to hide her identification mark such as tattoos. However,
the motive behind beheading her could only be estab-
lished after a thorough investigation. A passer-by contact-
ed the emergency helpline after spotting the body in an
eight-foot-deep drain in a remote location near a high-rise
residential building and Sector 108 park. As per the pre-
liminary investigation, the woman appears to be around
30 years old and is married. Data from nearby police sta-
tions regarding missing complaints is being analysed and
her photographs have also been circulated to get any clue
about her identity, the police official added. 

Black pond turtle rescued
from Hauz Khas hotel

New Delhi: Following the rescue of a black pond tur-
tle from a hotel in Hauz Khas village, an FIR was regis-
tered at Safdarjung Enclave police station under sec-
tions 9, 39, 51 of the Wild Animal Protection Act, 1972,
on March 26. The incident was reported from T-49,
Hauz Khas village, where the turtle was allegedly kept
in confinement for several months. The rescue opera-
tion was carried out after an animal rescuer, Ishika,
shared credible information. Acting on this input, Sahil
Sharma coordinated with volunteers in Delhi and trav-
elled from Punjab. 

Day after toddler’s death, business as usual at congested Badli Road
New delhi: Barely hours after an SUV ran over a toddler on the road leading to

Siraspur village in north-west Delhi, nothing seems to have changed on the ground. A
visit to Samaypur Badli’s congested lanes, the site of Sunday’s tragedy, found children
still playing near the same stretch, oblivious to the dangers that persist. Rampant
encroachments by roadside car washing units and visitors to nearby nurseries have
turned the stretch into a potential death trap, where accidents have become common-
place. Poor traffic discipline continues to add to the risk. The road, beginning at
Bawana main road and skirting the Badli industrial area before ending at Siraspur vil-
lage, remains choked with illegally parked vehicles. Much of the congestion is due to
numerous nurseries and car washing outlets, most of which reportedly operate with-
out valid permits. These establishments draw water from the Western Yamuna Canal
running parallel to the road. During a visit by this correspondent on Monday, several
children, barely two to three years old, were seen playing on the roadside barely 50
metres from Sunday’s accident spot. “Most families here are migrant workers
employed in nearby factories. Parents work in shifts and struggle to supervise their
children, who often wander onto the road,” said Deepak Singh, an employee at a nurs-
ery nearby. Another resident, Channo Devi, who hails from Gonda in Uttar Pradesh,
said the incident had left her deeply shaken.
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HANOI.(Agency) red skies were most prominent in the Ocean before reaching Western 
Gascoyne region (Shark Bay), the Australia.It reached Category 4 The sky over parts of Western Australia, 
broader storm system impacted the strength with wind gusts exceeding most notably in Shark Bay and 
Pilbara coast, including towns like 200 km/h, causing structural damage Denham, turned a dramatic and eerie 
Exmouth and Karratha. The videos such as ripped-off roofs in Exmouth blood-red due to massive dust storms 
also sparked accusations of editing and Coral Bay. As of March 29, Narelle triggered by Tropical Cyclone Narelle. 
trickery. Some claimed the scene has been downgraded to a Category 3 The "apocalyptic" visual was caused 
looked too dramatic to be real, system and is expected to weaken by the cyclone's powerful winds 
prompting others to add "no filter" further into a subtropical low as it lofting iron-rich red soil and dust into 
captions to their shares. Others argued moves southeast toward the southern t h e  a t m o s p h e r e .  T h e  d e n s e  
the colour had been boosted, fuelling coast of WA. Queensland Premier concentration of fine dust particles 
the debate. About Cyclone Narelle David Crisafulli said, "In many cases it scattered shorter blue wavelengths of 

will be the strongest wind people have light, allowing only the longer red Cyclone Narelle has been a rare and 
experienced in this part of the state for wavelengths to pass through, creating persistent "triple-strike" storm, 
a long, long time."Despite the eerie red a deep crimson glow that blotted out crossing multiple Australian states. It 
skies, experts say it's not uncommon - a the sun.Residents reported daylight first hit Queensland's Cape York 
similar event in 2009 turned Sydney's being erased within minutes, visibility Peninsula on March 20, moved 
skies orange. Natural wind erosion, dropping to near zero, and air through the Northern Territory, and 
exacerbated by drought, is behind becoming thick with dust. While the then re-intensified over the Indian 
these dramatic scenes. 

NEWS BOX

North Korea conducts engine test for 
missile capable of  targeting US mainland

Skies Glow Red In Western Australia Amid 
Dust Storm Ahead Of  Cyclone Narelle

Ground Report: Buildings 
Reduced To Rubble, Beirut 
Residents Say 'Not Slept For 
A Month’

Venezuela's Maduro thanks 
supporters in first online post 

from US prison
CARACAS.(Agency) 

 Ousted Venezuelan president Nicolas Maduro and his 
wife, captured by US forces in a nighttime raid in 
January, said Saturday that they feel "steadfast" and 
"serene" in their first social media post from prison.

Maduro and his wife Cilia Flores have been held in a 
Brooklyn jail for almost three months, after American 
commandos snatched the pair from their compound in 
Caracas, and they have reportedly been without access 
to the internet or newspapers."We are well, steadfast, 
serene and in constant prayer," the pair said in a 
message shared on Maduro's X account, though it was 
unclear who made the post on their behalf.

"We have received your communications, your 
messages, your emails, your letters and your prayers. 
Every word of love, every gesture of affection, every 
expression of support fills our souls and strengthens us 
spiritually."A source close to the Venezuelan 
government told AFP that Maduro reads the Bible and 
is referred to as "president" by some of his fellow 
detainees in Brooklyn's Metropolitan Detention Center, 
a federal prison known for unsanitary conditions.

He is only allowed to communicate by phone with his 
family and lawyers for a maximum of 15 minutes per 
call, the source added.His son, Nicolas Maduro Guerra, 
known as "Nicolasito," has said in public appearances 
that his father is well, calm, ad even exercising in 
prison.Maduro, who has declared himself a "prisoner 
of war," had not spoken since being arraigned in New 
York on January 5."We feel a deep admiration for our 
people's ability to remain united in difficult times, to 
express love, awareness, and solidarity, within 
Venezuela and beyond our borders," the couple added 
in Saturday's post.During a one-hour hearing on 
Thursday, the judge rejected a defense motion over 
Maduro and his wife's apparent inability to afford their 
legal bill without aid from the Venezuelan government. 
Neither spoke during the court appearance.

Maduro has pleaded not guilty to charges of "narco-
terrorism" conspiracy, cocaine importation conspiracy, 
possession of machine guns and destructive devices 
and conspiracy to possess machine guns and 
destructive devices.The January operation deposed 
Maduro, who had led Venezuela since 2013, forcing 
the oil-rich country to largely bend to US President 
Donald Trump's will.Delcy Rodriguez, who had been 
Maduro's vice president since 2018, is now at the helm 
and grappling with leading a country saddled with the 
world's largest proven oil reserves but an economy in 
shambles.Since Maduro's ouster, Rodriguez has 
enacted a historic amnesty law to free political 
prisoners jailed during his tenure and reformed oil and 
mining regulations in line with US demands for access 
to her country's vast natural wealth.

WORLD

Pakistan to host talks with 
Saudi Arabia, Egypt, Türkiye 
on West Asia conflict

World (Agency) 
Pakistan will host a quadrilateral meeting of foreign 

ministers from Saudi Arabia, Egypt and Türkiye in 
Islamabad on Sunday, as part of efforts to address 
escalating tensions in West Asia and explore avenues 
for de-escalation.

According to Pakistan’s Foreign Office, the foreign 
ministers of Egypt and Türkiye arrived in Islamabad 
on Saturday at the invitation of Deputy Prime 
Minister and Foreign Minister Ishaq Dar.The Saudi 
Foreign Minister, Prince Faisal bin Farhan Al Saud, is 
expected to join the discussions on Sunday.

They are scheduled to hold consultations on recent 
regional developments and will also call on Prime 
Minister Shehbaz Sharif.Officials indicated that the 
talks would focus on “in-depth discussions” aimed at 
reducing tensions and promoting diplomatic 
engagement in the region.In a parallel development, 
Dar held a telephonic conversation with Iran’s 
Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi, during which both 
sides reviewed the evolving situation. Dar reiterated 
that dialogue and diplomacy remain the only viable 
means to achieve lasting peace.Dar also announced 
that Iran had agreed to permit 20 additional Pakistan-
flagged ships to pass through the Strait of Hormuz, a 
critical global energy corridor through which nearly 
one-fifth of the world’s oil supply transits.

Trump's immigration 
enforcement push, 
particularly in Minnesota, 
was just one item on a long 
list of  grievances that also 
included the war in Iran and 
the rollback of  transgender 
rights.

'No Kings' rallies draw crowds across US, in Europe. 
Springsteen headlines Minnesota demonstration

 

the engine power is likely associated SEOUL. (Agency) In recent years, North Korea has test-
North Korean leader Kim Jong Un with efforts to place multiple warheads f i r e d  a  v a r i e t y  o f  I C B M s  

observed a test of a high-thrust, solid- on a single missile to increase chances demonstrating the potential range to 
fuel engine for weapons and hailed it of defeating U.S. defenses, observers reach the U.S. mainland, including 
as a development to boost the country's say.KCNA did not report exactly when missiles with solid propellants that 
strategic military capability, state or where the test occurred.The test was make detection prior to liftoff more 
media reported Sunday.The test likely conducted as part of the country's five- difficult. The country's older liquid-
indicates Kim is intent on enlarging year military escalation program. The fuel missiles must be fueled before 
and modernizing an arsenal of missiles plan's objectives include upgrading liftoffs and cannot last long.Some 
capable of reaching the United States "strategic strike means," KCNA foreign experts say North Korea still 
mainland.The report on Sunday faces technological hurdles 
from Korean Central News before it has a functioning ICBM, 
Agency came days after Kim such as ensuring its warheads 
delivered a speech at North survive the harsh conditions of 
Korea's Parliament pledging to atmospheric reentry. But others 
irreversibly cement his country's dispute that assessment given the 
status as a nuclear power and number of years the country has 
accusing the U.S. of global "state spent on its nuclear and missile 
terrorism and aggression," in an programs.North Korea has 
apparent reference to the war in pushed hard to expand its nuclear 
the Middle East. arsenal since Kim's high-stakes 

Kim watched the ground jet test of diplomacy with U.S. President 
reported.The reference is understood the newly upgraded engine using a Donald Trump collapsed in 2019. In a 
t o  m e a n  n u c l e a r - c a p a b l e ,  composite carbon fiber material, ruling Workers' Party congress in 
intercontinental ballistic missiles according to KCNA, which reported February, Kim left open the door for 
targeting the continental U.S.the engine's maximum trust is 2,500 dialogue with Trump but urged 

Kim said the latest engine test had "great kilotons, up from about 1,971 kilotons Washington to drop demands for the 
significance in putting the country's reported in a similar solid fuel engine North's nuclear disarmament as a 
strategic military muscle on the test in September.A push to increase precondition for talks.
highest level," KCNA reported.

the state's people for taking to the streets said more than 3,100 events — 500 more blocked a road and did not leave as asked. 
over the winter in opposition to a surge of than in October — were registered, in all 50 Some threw the canisters back at officers, 
U .S .  Cus toms  and  Immigra t i on  states.Protests were mostly peaceful, but police said. At least eight people were 
En fo rcemen t  agen t s .Sp r ings t een  some arrests were reported.In Los Angeles, arrested, as was a ninth person later on who 
performed " Streets of Minneapolis," the authorities deployed tear gas near a federal police said was throwing objects.GOP 
song he wrote in response to the fatal detention center downtown. One man had a officials dismissive of protestsWhite 
shootings of Renee Good and Alex Pretti leaf blower, attempting to clear the air. The House spokesperson Abigail Jackson 
by federal agents. Springsteen lamented called them the product of "leftist funding 
Good and Pretti's deaths but said the state's networks" with little real public support.
pushback against ICE gave the rest of the The "only people who care about these 
country hope."Your strength and your Trump Derangement Therapy Sessions 
commitment told us that this was still are the reporters who are paid to cover 
America," he said. "And this reactionary them," Jackson said in a statement.The 
nightmare, and these invasions of National Republican Congressional 
American cities, will not stand."People C o m m i t t e e  w a s  a l s o  s h a r p l y  
rallied from New York City, with almost critical."These Hate America Rallies are ST. PAUL, Minn. (Agency)  
8.5 million residents in a solidly blue state, where the far-left's most violent, deranged Large crowds protested Saturday against the 
to Driggs, a town of fewer than 2,000 f a n t a s i e s  g e t  a  m i c r o p h o n e , "  war in Iran and President Donald Trump's 
people in eastern Idaho, a state Trump spokesperson Maureen O'Toole said.actions in "No Kings" rallies across the U.S. 
carried with 66% of the vote in 2024.Big Protesters have a long list of causesLos Angeles Police Department later and in Europe. Minnesota took center stage, 
but mostly peaceful crowdsU.S. organizers arrested people for failing to disperse. Trump's immigration enforcement push, with thousands of people standing 
have estimated that the first two rounds of Earlier in the day, a band was playing and particularly in Minnesota, was just one shoulder-to-shoulder to celebrate 
No Kings rallies drew more than 5 million people were dancing to Spanish-language item on a long list of grievances that also resistance to Trump's aggressive 
people in June and 7 million in October. music.The Denver Police Department said included the war in Iran and the rollback of immigration enforcement.Minnesota's 
They expected 9 million participants on the social platform X that it declared an transgender rights. Speakers at the flagship event on the Capitol lawn in St. 
Saturday, though it was not clear whether unlawful assembly and deployed smoke Minnesota rally decried billionaires' Paul drew Bruce Springsteen as its 
those expectations were met.Organizers canisters after a small group of protesters economic power.headliner. He and other speakers praised 

until April 6 to reopen the strait.Witnesses maritime security," said Ahmed Nagi, a millions of barrels of crude oil a day DUBAI.(Agency)
in Tehran reported heavy strikes through it because the Strait of  Iranian-backed Houthi rebels entered the 
late Saturday. Israel's military H o r m u z  i s  e f f e c t i v e l y  monthlong war in the Middle East on 
earlier said it targeted Iran's naval closed.Houthi rebels attacked Saturday, claiming two missile launches at 
weapons production facilities that more than 100 merchant vessels Israel. About 2,500 U.S. Marines arrived in 
it would finish attacking essential with missiles and drones, the region. And Pakistan's government said 
weapons production sites within sinking two vessels, between regional powers plan to meet Sunday to 
"a few days." The U.S. said it has November 2023 and January discuss how to end the fighting.
struck more than 11,00 Iranian 2025. The group said it acted in The war has threatened global supplies of oil 
targets in the war. solidarity with Palestinians in and natural gas, sparked fertilizer shortages 

Gaza during the Israel-Hamas Iran fired missiles toward Israel, and disrupted air travel. Iran's grip on the 
war.while air defenses early Sunday strategic Strait of Hormuz has shaken 

intercepted missiles and drones The Houthis' latest involvement markets and prices. The United States and 
across Gulf countries. w o u l d  c o m p l i c a t e  t h e  Israel continue to strike Iran, whose 

deployment of the USS Gerald Ukrainian President Volodymyr retaliatory attacks have targeted Israel and 
R. Ford, the aircraft carrier that Zelenskyy visited Gulf nations neighboring Gulf Arab states. More than 
arrived in Croatia on Saturday Saturday as his country offers 3,000 people have been killed.The Houthis' 
for maintenance. Sending the defense help with drones.Houthi entry could further hurt global shipping if 
ship to the Red Sea could draw i n v o l v e m e n t  s p a r k s  they again target vessels in the Bab el-
attacks similar to those on the concernsHouthi Brig. Gen. Yahya Mandeb Strait off the Red Sea, through 

senior Yemen analyst at the International USS Dwight D. Eisenhower in 2024 and Saree said on the rebels' Al-Masirah which about 12% of the world's trade 
Crisis Group. "The impact would not be the USS Harry S. Truman in 2025.satellite television station that they typically passes.There could be limited 
limited to the energy market."launched missiles toward "sensitive Israeli The Houthis have held Yemen's capital, relief after Iran on Friday agreed to allow 

The Bab el-Mandeb, at the southern tip of the military sites" in the south.If the Houthis Sanaa, since 2014. Saudi Arabia launched a humanitarian aid and agricultural 
Arabian Peninsula, is crucial for vessels increase attacks on commercial shipping, war against the Houthis on behalf of shipments through the strait following a 
heading to the Suez Canal through the Red as they have in the past, it would further Yemen's exiled government in 2015 and United Nations request. U.S. President 
Sea. Saudi Arabia has been sending push up oil prices and destabilize "all of they now have an uneasy ceasefire.Donald Trump, meanwhile, has given Iran 

Iran-backed Houthis enter the monthlong war and 
could further threaten global shipping

World.(Agency) 
A war between Iran-backed Hezbollah and Israel in 

Lebanon has reduced several buildings to rubble, 
with residents saying they have not been able to sleep 
for a month.Crisis-hit Lebanon was pulled into the 
Middle East war on March 2 when Hezbollah, which 
is the most prominent actor in the so-called axis of 
resistance -- regional pro-Tehran armed groups 
opposed to Israel -- fired rockets towards Israeli cities 
to avenge the killing of Iran's supreme leader 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei.Israel then responded with 
large-scale strikes on Lebanon, leaving more than 
1,100 people dead and displacing over one million 
people, more than a fifth of the country's 
population.I'm scared. I want to sleep," George, a 
Beirut resident, told NDTV's Nazir Masoodi.

He said he has not slept for a month.
Walking his dogs on a nearly deserted street, he said 

even his pets have becoe "aggressive" due to 
relentless bombings.He also said the Lebanese 
people are "stupid" to step into this war.

"When you take your leg in any war, you are stupid," he 
said.

Hezbollah-Israel War
Hezbollah was founded during the Lebanese civil war 

after Israel besieged the capital Beirut in 1982. The 
armed group fought a month-long war with Israel in 
2006 that killed some 1,200 people in Lebanon, 
mostly civilians, and 160 in Israel, mostly soldiers, 
after the group kidnapped two Israeli troops in a 
cross-border raid.Hezbollah, whose name means 
"Party of God" in Arabic, had also exchanged fire 
with Israeli forces when Hamas's October 7 attack on 
Israel triggered a war in Gaza. More than 5,000 
Hezbollah fighters were killed in the 2023-2024 war. 
Hezbollah this week announced a series of attacks, 
including claiming its fighters had launched a 
surface-to-air missile at an Israeli warplane over 
Beirut.In south Lebanon, Hezbollah said its fighters 
had clashed with "Israeli enemy army forces in the 
villages of Bayada and Shamaa at point-blank range 
with light and medium weapons".

'Underwater Supercar': 
Scientists Create World's 
Fastest Submarine With 
Dolphin-Like Speed

World.(Agency)
A Dutch company has built the world's fastest 

submarine, with a jaw-dropping price tag of $5.75 
million. According to Metro, Super Sub is a sleek, 
high-performance vessel engineered by experts and 
often described as an "underwater supercar." 
Designed for both speed and luxury, it represents a 
new generation of personal submersibles.

The Super Sub can reach speeds of up to nine knots 
(around 10 mph), making it one of the fastest 
submersibles ever built—roughly comparable to the 
pace of a dolphin. It accommodates three people and 
can dive to depths of 300 metres, with deployment on 
a billionaire's yacht expected soon after completing 
sea trials.It can ascend and descend at steep angles, 
allowing it to navigate complex underwater terrain 
with far greater control than traditional submersibles. 
Its hydrodynamic design and advanced propulsion 
system enable smooth, fast movement while 
maintaining precision. Built by U-Boat Worx, a 
Dutch company with over two decades of experience 
in luxury underwater vehicles, the submarine 
underwent extensive testing off Curaçao. Engineers 
evaluated its performance, safety systems, handling, 
and onboard technology before declaring it ready for 
operation.The vessel is equipped with advanced 
features, including a wide-angle sonar system that 
scans the seabed and assists navigation, along with 
redundant life-support and control systems for added 
safety. It also offers up to 96 hours of life support in 
emergencies, ensuring occupants remain secure even 
in unexpected situations. Designed to deliver a 
"flight-like" experience underwater, the Super Sub 
uses hydrodynamic lift to create a smooth gliding 
motion during dives. Its winged profile enhances 
stability, while a transparent acrylic pressure hull 
provides passengers with panoramic, unobstructed 
views of the underwater world.
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disaster resilience. Protecting vulnerable INDIA’S shift to clean energy technology from its 
coastlines through mangrove restoration, early dependence on coal and other fossil fuels now has 
warning systems for cyclones and storm a new roadmap, the success of which will depend 
surges, glacier monitoring, biodiversity on the direction and pace of the transition. Amid 
conse rva t ion  and  c l ima te - r e s i l i en t  energy security concerns and global supply chain 
infrastructure in regions facing landslides and disruptions, the Union Cabinet has set revised 
glacial lake outburst floods are all vital climate targets, including an increase in the forest 
interventions. These, along with heat action and tree cover. It marks another step forward in the 
plans and community-based disaster long-term goal of achieving net-zero emissions by 
preparedness, need urgent scaling-up and 2070. The Nationally Determined Contributions 
utmost attention.Decarbonising the power (NDCs) — voluntary climate action plans by 
sector while ensuring affordability and energy countries under the Paris Agreement — for 2031-
security is a tough ask, as is large-scale funding 2035 aim to reduce the emissions intensity of the 
f o r  c l e a n  e n e rg y  t e c h n o l o g y.  A n  GDP, or the amount of greenhouse gas produced 
implementation-focussed climate strategy per unit of economic output, by 47% from the 
demands wholehearted public participation. 2005 levels. Increasing the share of non-fossil 
Awareness and the readiness to embrace fuel-based installed electricity capacity to 60% 
change are key elements of renewable energy may seem ambitious on paper, but is doable, given 
expansion. It's both a challenge and an With the country bearing the brunt of the impact of 
opportunity for the country.India's track record climate change, the updated NDCs include 
of meeting some key targets ahead of schedule.several measures related to climate adaptation and 

When maths is used to 
discriminate

The freedom to retain your religion

Clean energy shift: New targets a challenge and an opportunity

There is a notion that the Union government shares 
its tax revenue with the states as an act of 
benevolence. However, the constitutional 
provision for a Finance Commission amply 
clarifies that every state has a legitimate claim to 
the Union tax revenue. The framers of our 
Constitution expected the commission’s neutrality 
as an adjudicator to distribute the revenue.

Understandably, even if an adjudicator is technically 
fair, any hint of partiality undermines the 
legitimacy of its decisions in the eyes of the 
claimants. The 16th Finance Commission (16FC) 
faces this doubt on two counts. First, for its 
tweaking of the horizontal devolution formula to 
convert the efficiency criteria. And second, the 
interesting deviation from its predecessors in not 
providing an annexure detailing the calculations 
for each criterion. The state-wise data used for the 
calculations was uploaded to the Finance 
Commission website days afer the report was 
presented to Parliament.Though the 16FC retained 
41 percent as the states’ share, seemingly minor 
tweaks in the horizontal devolution formula 
created massive changes in the states’ relative 
shares. Of the six criteria used by the 15FC, three 
(2011 population, area, and per-capita state GDP 
distance) were retained with only minor 
adjustments to the weights; the remaining three 
(forest, demographic performance and tax effort) 
were modified.Here, we discuss two hugely 
consequential modified criteria. Demographic 
performance was measured by the 15FC by the 
impact of states’ total fertility rates (TFRs) on their 
1971 populations, whereas 16FC measures the 
impact of population growth rate (1971-2011) on 
the 2011 population. And the tax effort in 15FC is 
replaced in 16FC by the square-root of states’ 
contribution shares to GDP as an efficiency 
criterion.The reason for dropping TFR is that it 
leads to an increase in the ageing population, 
which the 16FC thinks should be discouraged. 
This argument is very much contestable, as many 
academic studies show that a TFR decrease is not 
the sole reason for a population ageing.

But the curious twist lies in how the replaced 
variable is used. The 15FC took the inverse of this 
TFR and multiplied it by the 1971 population, 
while the 16FC did the same with the inverse of 
population growth, multiplied by the 2011 
population—thereby completely discarding the 
1971 population. In doing so, the 16FC effectively 
combined the 10 percent weight of demographic 
performance with 17.5 percent of the population 
criterion. The states that controlled population 
gained only 1 percent of the devolution share, 
compared to the situation in which the population 
criterion had 27.5 percent weight and 
demographic performance 0 percent. 

But the real issue is in the mathematical properties of 
an inverse function. In such a function, there exists 
a nonlinearity in the rate of change when the 
values of the denominator are greater or less than 
those of the numerator. The TFR calculated by the 
15FC is greater than 1 for all states; its inverse, 
1/TFR, places all states on the same side of the 
line. The 16FC’s formula, where the numerator is 
greater for the states that controlled population, 
results in injustice to performing states. the shift in 
the base year for population from 1971 to 2011 
amplifies the degree of differential treatment.A 
similar mathematical property of a square-root 
function is again used to avoid giving the 
performing states their legitimate share under the 
contribution to GDP criterion.

On the case of the missing annexure, the previous 
two FCs had provided these tables with precise 
decimal points, making the calculations 
transparent and verifiable. Even a slight difference 
can shift the share’s decimal point, and this shift 
can yield a significant monetary gain or loss for the 
states. The critical issue is particularly with 
reference to the estimates of GSDP and population 
projections to derive per-capita GSDP numbers, as 
two criteria with a combined weight of 52.5 
percent are using these estimates to derive states’ 
shares.

Karnataka allows PRIs to collect 20 different taxes, whereas Punjab permits only three

they were not, the non-Christian had to convert to the ocean, killing all the occupants.THE Catholic Bishops of Maharashtra, affiliated to the 
My mother’s classmate told my mother that after some Christianity and the non-Muslim to Islam if the demand Western Region Bishops’ Council, have officially 

time, her husband and she persuaded the young widow to was for the marriage to be solemnised by their respective protested against the Freedom of Religion Bill, 2026 
marry again, which she did. The relations between the laws and customs.passed by both Houses of the Maharashtra Legislative 
former daughter-in-law and her first husband’s family Assembly. I am happy the Bishops did so. As a practising 

The Catholic Church discarded this compulsion decades continue to be close and intimate. The grandson visits his Catholic, I would have been dismayed if they had 
ago. When requests are made by the non-Catholic party paternal grandparents regularly.meekly accepted the intended insult to the Constitution 
for conversion, the priest informs the party that I mention this case in detail to prove that the Catholic that this "freedom" entails.Before I elaborate on the 
conversion is not a necessity. He adds that the party can Church has changed dramatically over the years, “insult” to our Constitution, let me assign one point in 
wait for five or more years to decide on the issue. adjusting Church teachings to modern thought. It is easy favour of the present BJP government. It has a sense of 

to achieve this in a hierarchical structure like the Catholic humour! To deny a citizen the freedom to choose or I recount here the case of two Navy doctors, both products 
Church of Rome. In Islam, the decision-making levels are practise a religion of his or her choice and then term that of the AFMC (Armed Forces Medical College), Pune, 
not easily discernable, sometimes confusing, and restriction as a “freedom” is indeed like a magician's belonging to different faiths, who fell in love while 
astonishing, “Firmans” are announced by local sleight of hand. Our Prime Minister talks of “Sabka studying. The groom was the son of the Chief Medical 
“mullahs” who may not have the education or intellectual Saath Sabka Vikas”, but his followers do not allow officer of the Pune municipality. His mother and my 

capacity to decide on such issues.Muslims, the main target of their hate, to sell 
their wares in Hindu localities, though they But changing marriage laws can only 
h a v e  b e e n  d o i n g  s o  f r o m  t i m e s  be done by the community itself. If a 
immemorial.Personally, I am not in favour of nikah can be allowed without 
conversions. What I mean to say is that our changing one’s religion, that would 
priests and nuns should not deliberately preach solve many problems. At present, the 
the gospel in order to attract followers of other only solution to avoiding the 
religions to Christianity. But if by their "forcible conversion" accusation is to 
Christian life of truth, justice, mercy and get married in the "Registrar of 
compassion some non-Christians get attracted Marriages" office, like my daughter 
to Christianity, can our priests and nuns shoo did. Recently, the Gujarat High Court 
away these would-be “converts?” They cannot ordered the male partner, a Muslim, to 
and should not. And the Indian Constitution is marry in the Registrar’s office and 
very clear on this issue.It is true that many non- deposit an amount of Rs 3 lakh in the 
Christians, both women and men, married to escrow account of his Hindu lady 
Christians approach the priests for admission to partner so that her parents’ demand 
the faith through baptism. This is more that she be told to return to her 
common in the lower economic brackets. parental home was denied. The boy 
Among the more affluent, there are rare cases. complied immediately, proving that 
In my own immediate family, one of my two his love was genuine and not 
daughters married a Parsi Zoroastrian. Neither motivated by any "jihad".
my daughter nor her husband converted. In any The BJP governments in power in 
case, Parsi Zoroastrians do not allow certain states have to cater to their 
conversions to their faith. Like the Jews, they core constituency that has been fed on mother were neighbours and schoolmates in the tiny 
say that you have to be born a Zoroastrian to be a Parsi. the canards that every Muslim man has four wives and a Goan village of Badem in Bardez taluka. The bride was 
Judaism and Zoroastrism are the two oldest dozen children. A time will come, they are told, when the the daughter of a serving or retired Major General in the 
monotheistic religions the world has ever known. Muslims will outnumber the Hindus and introduce the Indian Army and belonged to a well-known Chittpavan 

Though Judaism is the foun of the Abrahamic religions, laws of the Sharia. The thinking ones among this Brahmin family of Pune.
the ones who emerged from Judaism, the Christians and constituency know that the figures are all wrong, but they When the pair approached the Jesuit priest, who was a 
the Mohammedans, turned out to be proselytising seem to be marching along in order to preserve Hindu German, to declare their intention of tying the knot, the 
religions and militantly so. The followers of these two pride.The legislation enacted to protect the “freedom” of girl said that she was willing to convert to Catholism. 
Abrahamic religions were taught to believe that theirs religion will affect the tiny Christian community also. A Promptly came the reply: “There is no such necessity. In 
was the only true religion in the world, a treatise that few conversions following marriage do occur, but our fact, I advise you to wait for five years at least before you 
defies proof but continues to exist.It is in continuation of priests themselves are enjoined to advise the non-take any such decision.” Just as well. Because soon after 
this belief that the marriage rules of both, Christianity Catholic partner before the marriage is solemnised that his son was born, the officer took a joy ride in a 
and Islam, required both parties entering into matrimony conversion is not a requirement, as it used to be five helicopter with colleagues of the Aviation Branch of the 
in the church or the mosque, to be of the same faith. If decades or more earlierNavy and never returned. The helicopter disappeared in 

When requests are made by the non-Catholic party for conversion, the priest informs the party that changing religion is not a necessity.

institutional roles but also improve fund usability. Punjab’s development discourse recently has gravitated 
The focus should be staffing reforms where role-towards bottom-up narratives, with political rhetoric 
based staffing and the creation of specialised underscoring the power of panchayat members being 
municipal cadres, particularly in finance, equal to that of MLAs.This claim, although rhetoric, 
e n g i n e e r i n g  a n d  p l a n n i n g  m u s t  b e  raises a deeper fundamental question on whether local 
adopted.Secondly, Punjab must urgently revise bodies in the state today lack power or funds/ resources?

The latest Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG) report, regulations that limit local revenue generation. A 
tabled during the Budget Session of the 16th Vidhan key feature of the 73rd and 74th amendments was 
Sabha, offers a far more uncomfortable answer. The the concept of local self-governance and hence 
problem, it suggests, is neither merely of power nor of placing 'local finance' within the state list.This has 
funds, but of the system's limited capacity to effectively empowered states with the freedom to grant power 
utilise either. to local bodies to decide and generate their own 

sources of revenue. A healthy stream of own source Structural discrepancies
revenue also allows the local bodies to address local At the heart of this lies a deeper structural issue which 
challenges in the manner and time deemed fit.policymakers have long pointed as a misalignment 

Lastly, strengthening local revenue systems through between funds, functions, and functionaries.Panchayati 
targeted capacity enhancement programmes will Raj Institutions (PRIs), for instance, have been assigned 
also be critical to building robust fiscal capacity. At 29 functions on paper, yet in practice exercise 
present, record-keeping practices remain largely meaningful control over only 13.A similar pattern 
oriented towards audit compliance, as evidenced by emerges in urban governance where Urban Local Bodies 
the absence of asset registers, estimated histories (ULBs), despite the nominal devolution of all 18 

whereas Punjab permits only three (Ministry of idle for years, alongside unused infrastructure valued at 
and reliable financial reporting.functions, retain full operational control over only six, 

Panchayati Raj, 2025).This is a growing challenge at nearly Rs 8 crore. Even projects worth Rs 2,000 crore 
with the remaining functions fragmented across multiple Digitise systems

even lower levels of government. Another report on PRIs lacked third-party audits, while cost overruns 
Moving forward, Punjab needs to build simple, functional departments.Capacity constraints at the level of local 

highlighted that the Zilla Panchayats (ZP) did not have approached 40 percent.Together, these trends point to a 
digital systems capable of tracking assets, projects, and institutions further deepen their crises. PRIs in Punjab 

their own sources of revenue and were dependent on governance system that is structurally under-
expenditures in real time. This would enable local face a 38 percent manpower shortage, including a 

"...government grants for even their establishment capacitated. Addressing the local governance 
officials to make more informed decisions.striking 66 percent shortage of tax collectors.

expenditure". challenges, requires a legal and institutional overhaul 
For example, linking asset creation to mandatory digital In contrast, the CAG report shows that ULBs present an 

CAG: funds not released that aligns powers with ground realities.
registration and maintenance plans, potentially through inverse distortion, while small towns have excess staff, 

To add to this, the CAG report further highlights that Institutional overhaul needed
blockchain-based systems could help address the municipal corporations face a shortage of nearly

Punjab's State Finance Commission (SFC) funds were Firstly, since planning, asset management and service 
9,000 personnel. recurring problem of underutilised and deteriorating 

also not released to PRIs between 2021 and 2023, delivery are inherently local in nature, there is a pressing 
public assets.Punjab's local bodies collectively manage Compounding this is the limited fiscal autonomy granted 

severely constraining local fiscal operations. need to shift from compliance-driven targets to models 
between Rs 6,000 crore and Rs 10,000 crore annually. by the state laws to the local bodies. The devolution of 

ULBs continue to suffer from persistent gaps in revenue of 'local co-designing'.For this, the state must undertake 
Even a modest improvement in efficiency on the order of powers to generate revenue varies significantly across 

collection, with over Rs 126 crore in uncollected charges a clear function —authority mapping exercise to 
15 to 20 percent could unlock substantial fiscal space states.Karnataka, among the better-performing 

and widespread property tax evasion.The CAG report establish a minimum viable level of state capacity at the 
and significantly improve developmental outcomes.examples, allows PRIs to collect 20 different taxes, 

also points to incomplete assets worth Rs 1.4 crore lying local level.Such an exercise would not only clarify 

Let's talk local governance in Punjab

The Union Cabinet has set revised climate targets, including an increase in the forest and tree cover



7



8NATIONAL The Sikh TimesMonday 30 March 2026



9SPORTS The Sikh TimesMonday 30 March 2026

Gavaskar said.But yes, what should be done DEBATE?NEW DELHI. (Agency)  
Ben Duckett’s withdrawal from IPL 2026 has Indian cricket legend Sunil Gavaskar has is something for the BCCI to think about as 

reignited the debate around player called for stricter measures against last- well, because a two-year ban is obviously 
commitment and league regulations.minute withdrawals in the IPL, urging the not working. You have to look at something 

The England batter, who was signed by Delhi Board of Control for Cricket in India that will have an impact. As long as it’s not 
Capitals for Rs 2 crore, opted out of the (BCCI) to revisit its current punishment having an impact on the player and his 
season to prioritise red-ball cricket and system. The former India captain believes 
spend time at home. His decision came the existing two-year ban rule is not strong 
shortly after a demanding international enough to deter players from pulling out 
schedule, including the Ashes and the T20 after being picked in the auction.
World Cup.As per IPL rules, Duckett now Gavaskar’s remarks come in the wake of 
faces a potential two-year ban from the multiple high-profile withdrawals, with 
league and future auctions. His case overseas players opting out of IPL 
follows that of Harry Brook, who had c o m m i t m e n t s  c i t i n g  w o r k l o a d  
earlier pulled out after being bought for Rs management or personal priorities. 
6.25 crore and is currently serving a similar Speaking exclusively to India Today on the 
banThese repeated withdrawals have issue, Gavaskar highlighted how the BCCI chances of coming back to the IPL, it won’t 
raised questions about whether players are should opt for more impactful punishments work," he added.The IPL had introduced a 
taking advantage of the system, something in such cases.“It is a tough one. Clearly, Ben rule that bars overseas players from 
Gavaskar had previously warned about. He Duckett had a very good Ashes series, and if participating in the tournament and future 
has also suggested that franchises should he had not been bought for the amount he auctions for two seasons if they withdraw 
take a tougher stance on such players in was at The Hundred auction, maybe things after being picked, unless the reason is a 
future auctions.With the IPL continuing to would have been different. One can verified injury or medical condition. 
attract global stars, the BCCI may now be understand that, having been bought at a However, recent cases suggest that the rule 
forced to reassess its policies to ensure very good price in The Hundred, he was may not be acting as a strong enough 
better accountability and commitment from probably quite happy to miss this and say he deterrent.
overseas players.wants to focus on his England Test career," WHY DUCKETT’S IPL EXIT SPARKED 

New Delhi. (Agency)  for SRH, especially with their bowling a s  a  r e p l a c e m e n t  a h e a d  o f  t h e  
attack struggling for impact in the absence of match.Although Payne picked up two quick CSunrisers Hyderabad head coach Daniel 
key players. wickets, he conceded 35 runs in his three Vettori provided an update on Brydon 

overs and struggled to maintain control. Carse after the pacer missed SRH’s IPL HOW SRH'S BOWLING FLOPPED VS RCB
Overall, Payne, Harshal Patel, Eshan SRH’s bowling unit came under heavy 2026 opener against Royal Challengers 

Malinga and Harsh Dubey leaked 144 Bengaluru. Vettori revealed that Carse 
runs in 11 overs, allowing RCB’s batters picked up a hand injury in the nets but is 
to dominate the chase.Earlier, SRH had expected to be in contention for their next 
recovered well with the bat, thanks to a game.SRH suffered a heavy defeat in 
38-ball 80 from Ishan Kishan and a Bengaluru despite posting 201, with RCB 
quickfire contribution from Ankit chasing down the target comfortably in 
Verma to post 201 for nine. However, just 15.4 overs. Speaking after the game, 
the lack of discipline with the bal meant Vettori explained the reason behind 
the total was never enough.Carse’s Carse’s absence and gave a hopeful 
availability for the clash against Kolkata update on his recovery.He got hit on the 
Knight Riders could force a change in hand in the nets when he was batting, on 
the playing XI, with either Payne or his bowling hand. It was cleared of any 
Malinga likely to make way.break, but there was quite a lot of swelling 

and he tried to push for the game, but it With no confirmed return timeline for scrutiny after failing to defend a 200-plus 
was difficult for him to hold the ball.”“He Cummins yet, SRH will be hoping Carse’s total on a batting-friendly surface.
has been improving, so we are hoping he is recovery comes as a timely boost as they With Pat Cummins and Carse unavailable, the 
available for selection for Kolkata.”Carse’s look to fix their bowling issues early in the attack lacked a cutting edge. The burden fell 
return could provide a much-needed boost season.on David Payne, who had only just arrived 

SRH issue Brydon Carse injury update, 
seek boost after poor show vs RCB

NEW DELHI. (Agency)  
Kimi Antonelli continued his remarkable rise 

in Formula One, winning the Japanese 
Grand Prix to secure his second straight 
victory and move to the top of the 2026 
drivers’ standings. At just 19, the Mercedes 
driver became the youngest championship 
leader in F1 history, taking his tally to 72 
points after three races.Starting from pole 
position, Antonelli endured a difficult 
opening lap, dropping down to sixth after 
being overtaken into Turn 1. However, the 
Italian steadily rebuilt his race, climbing 
back through the field with consistent lap 
pace and smart tyre management. He 
eventually took control of the race after a 

perfectly timed pit stop under the safety car 
and crossed the finish line 13.7 seconds 
ahead of Oscar Piastri.Charles Leclerc 
finished third for Ferrari, while Antonelli’s 
teammate George Russell came home fourth 
to maintain Mercedes’ strong start to the 
season. Lando Norris finished fifth, 
followed by Lewis Hamilton in sixth as 
Ferrari showed improved competitiveness 
compared to last season.The turning point 
came on lap 22 when Oliver Bearman 
crashed heavily after running onto the grass 
while chasing Franco Colapinto, triggering a 
safety car. With several frontrunners, 
including Russell, having already pitted, 
Antonelli was able to stop under the safety 
car and retain track position, effectively 
sealing control of the race.

yet-to-be cleared Josh Hazlewood, RCB was to use the new ball, especially since it ruled him out of the home Ashes and the 
captain Rajat Patidar praised the New does a bit here in Bengaluru. We spoke a lot recent T20 World Cup.
Zealand pacer for making the most of his about lengths and what works on this “Josh Hazlewood had a really good season here 
opportunity. Speaking at the post-match surface.”While Duffy's fiery debut was the last year, so it was about building on what he 
press conference, Patidar emphasised that story of the day, RCB's bowling display did well and trying to replicate that in my 
both he and the team management had own way,” Duffy said.Despite not being 
full faith in Duffy’s T20 bowling available for selection, Hazlewood still 
credentials.“As we all know, he is a played a key role behind the scenes after 
specialist T20 bowler,” said Rajat linking up with the suad ahead of the 
Patidar, RCB captain, in the post-match opener.
press conference. “We have a lot of “The last practice session before the game, I 
confidence in him and that’s why we think Hazlewood spent a lot of time with 
have given him the chance. The way he the fast bowlers, and his inputs definitely 
is delivering and showing his skills, I helped them (in their performance against 
think that was tremendous.”BANGKOK. (Agency)  SRH),” added Patidar during his press 

HOW DUFFY STOLE THE SHOW IN IRoyal Challengers Bengaluru (RCB) have conference.
RCB VS SRHstarted their title defense with a 6-wicket win Duffy’s impactful spell, which included the 

over Sunrisers Hyderabad (SRH) in the Duffy, who had endured a difficult outing key wickets of Travis Head, Abhishek 
season opener, thanks in part to a scintillating just three weeks before the IPL opener in Sharma and Nitish Kumar Reddy, ensured 
debut by New Zealand’s Jacob Duffy. The the T20 World Cup final against India, SRH never fully recovered from the early 

against SRH also carries some credit to Kiwi finished his four overs with 3 crucial where he returned wicketless figures of 0 for blows. His ability to hit hard lengths, extract 
Hazlewood himself. Duffy himself wickets of Travis Head, Abhishek Sharma, 42 in three overs, chose to stick to his bounce and adjust quickly after being put 
acknowledged the stature of the Australian and Nitish Kumar Reddy, while conceding strengths. under pressure stood out, giving RCB not 
pace ace, who is currently working his way just 22 runs.While the Chinnaswamy “I just tried to keep things fairly simple,” Duffy just a short-term replacement, but a genuine 
back to full fitness after dealing with a Stadium had already found a new favourite in said after receiving the Player of the Match bowling option even when Hazlewood 
hamstring injury and Achilles issues that Duffy, who did more than just fill in for the for his ferocious opening spell. “The plan returns.

SPORTS

That is one big question that they need to 
answer. After that, what is Cameron 
Green’s right number? I think three is his 
right number. Make him bat there,” he 
added.WHO WILL OPEN FOR KKR IN 
MI CLASH?

The dilemma is not just about form but also 
about team balance. If KKR opt for Allen 
or Seifert as an overseas opener, it affects 
the number of overseas slots available for 
the rest of the XI.Seifert offers 
wicketkeeping stability, while Allen 
provides explosive intent at the top. 
Alternatively, KKR could rely on an Indian 
keeper like Angkrish Raghuvanshi, which 
would allow greater flexibility in overseas 
selection.Narine remains a strong option at New Delhi. (Agency)  

among their most impactful batters, the team Seifert, while Cameron Green is expected to the top given his past success, but Kolkata Knight Riders are staring at a tricky 
failed to find a settled opening pair, finishing slot in at No. 3.“What you do today, you will accommodating him alongside Rahane and selection call ahead of their IPL 2026 opener 
with no fifty-plus stands in IPL 2025. This have to do that for at least four or five an overseas opener creates a selection against Mumbai Indians on March 29, with 
becomes a concerning stat as the side matches. I hope they think about Sunil headache.With KKR coming off a their opening combination still undecided. 
prepares to kickstart their IPL 2026 season Narine, but they won’t be able to think about disappointing season, getting the opening Former India batter Aakash Chopra believes 
against MI, who have a tremendous bowling him because they have to play Finn Allen and combination right is not just about strategy the decision could shape KKR’s campaign 
attack.Chopra pointed out that KKR may be make Ajinkya Rahane open,” Chopra but about setting the tone for IPL 2026. As early on.KKR’s struggles at the top last 
forced into a fixed combination from the very said.“If they have to get both of them open, Chopra suggested, the call they make now season have made this call even more crucial. 
first game, especially given the overseas how will Sunil Narine come, and if Ajju could define their approach for the next few Despite Ajinkya Rahane finishing as their 
balance involving Finn Allen and Tim doesn’t open, his stature would be halved. matches.leading run-scorer and Sunil Narine being 

Rahane, Narine or Allen-Seifert KKR face 
tricky opener dilemma before MI clash

Two-year ban not enough: Sunil Gavaskar 
urges BCCI for stricter IPL withdrawal rules

CHANDIGARH. (Agency)  
Kolkata Knight Riders (KKR) have endured a 

nightmare run at Mumbai’s Wankhede Stadium 
over the years in the Indian Premier League 
(IPL). Having lost 10 of their 12 matches at the 
venue, the three-time champions have 
struggled to crack the code at one of the 
league’s most iconic grounds. So, when they 
take on Mumbai Indians (MI) in their opening 
game on Sunday, they will know the scale of the 
challenge ahead.The MI-KKR rivalry has also 
been one of the most one-sided in IPL history, 
with Mumbai winning 24 of the 35 meetings 

between the two sides since 2008. For Kolkata, 
the task on March 29 looks even tougher, with 
injury concerns already disrupting their plans 
before the start of the campaign.

MI, meanwhile, remain one of the most 
successful franchises in the tournament’s 
history, with five IPL titles to their name. 
However, the last five seasons have been a 
mixed bag, marked by inconsistency and 
missed opportunities. In 2026, Mumbai will be 
desperate to rediscover the ruthless edge and 
killer instinct 

The MI-KKR rivalry has also been one of the 
most one-sided in IPL history, with Mumbai 
winning 24 of the 35 meetings between the two 
sides since 2008. For Kolkata, the task on 
March 29 looks even tougher, with injury 
concerns already disrupting their plans before 
the start of the campaign.MI, meanwhile, 
remain one of the most successful franchises in 
the tournament’s history, with five IPL titles to 
their name. However, the last five seasons have 
been a mixed bag, marked by inconsistency and 
missed opportunities. In 2026, Mumbai will be 
desperate to rediscover the ruthless edge and 
killer instinct that once made them the team to 
beat.that once made them the team to beat.

Can injury-hit Kolkata Knight 
Riders pass the stiff 

Wankhede test

New Delhi. (Agency)  
 Senegal showcased the Africa Cup of Nations 

(AFCON) trophy on Saturday before their 
friendly match against Peru at the Stade de 
France in Saint-Denis. This came despite the 
Confederation of African Football's (CAF) 
order for the team to return the trophy. About 
an hour before kickoff, Senegal’s players and 
coach Pape Bouna Thiaw took a lap around 
the pitch carrying the trophy, receiving an 
enthusiastic response from a nearly full 
stadium.CAF had reversed Senegal's 1-0 
final win over Morocco on March 17, 
awarding a 3-0 victory to Morocco due to 
Senegal's players leaving the field without 
the referee’s permission during the match on 
January 18 in Rabat.CAF had reversed 
Senegal's 1-0 final win over Morocco on 
March 17, awarding a 3-0 victory to Morocco 
due to Senegal's players leaving the field 
without the referee’s permission during the 
match on January 18 in Rabat.

The AFCON final had descended into disorder 

when Senegal’s players walked off in protest 
after Morocco was awarded a penalty late in 
stoppage time. Captain Sadio Mane 
persuaded the team to return, and after 
Morocco’s Brahim Diaz missed the penalty, 
Pape Gueye scored in extra time to secure 
Senegal’s 1-0 victory.CAF ruled that 
Senegal’s players violated the rules by 
leaving the field without permission. The 
Senegalese Football Federation has appealed 
the decision with the Court of Arbitration for 
Sport (CAS) and remains determined to 
retain the title.On a separate note, Senegal 
breezed past Peru in the match on Saturday. 
Nicolas Jackson scored the first goal easily 
after a strong run by Senegal’s teenage player 
Ibrahima Mbaye, who stepped up in Mane’s 
absence. Sarr then scored a second goal after 
powering past two defenders following a 
ricocheted ball.

Kimi Antonelli wins 
Japanese GP, extends title 

charge with second straight 

Senegal show off AFCON 
trophy as players defy 
controversial call to 

strip title

ZIPL 2026: RCB captain Rajat 
Patidar heaped praise on fast 

bowler Jacob Duffy for his Player 
of  the Match performance on his 
IPL debut. The pacer ended his 

spell with figures of  3-22.

ZIPL 2026: Aakash Chopra believes 
KKR must settle their opening 
combination early, as constant 
changes could hurt their rhythm. With 
multiple options and overseas balance 
at play, the decision is likely to shape 
their approach and results in the 
opening phase of the season.  

IPL 2026: RCB’s Jacob Duffy lives up to 
captain Rajat Patidar's faith

NEWS BOX
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do not have access to PNG.According New Delhi:.(Agency)
to the Secretary, 1,797 consumers have  Consumers who have switched to piped 
already surrendered their LPG natural gas (PNG) can now surrender 
connections within a day of the portal’s their LPG connection from home 
launch.without visiting a dealership, using just 

He thanked these users for their their registered mobile number or LPG 
participation and urged more people to ID, Petroleum and Natural Gas 
come forward and support the Secretary Neeraj Mittal said on Friday. 
initiative.“1797 responsible citizens The Ministry of Petroleum and Natural 
have surrendered theirs since Gas (MoPNG) has launched a new 
yesterday! A big thanks to them,” he digital platform, MyPNG-D Portal, to “PNG consumers can surrender LPG 
stated.“You too surrender your LPG make it easier for PNG users to give up from at home. You don’t need to visit 
connection and help those who don’t their LPG connections online.Sharing the dealership. Just need you registered 
have access to PNG,” he added.The the update on X, Mittal said that mobile or your LPGID,” Mittal said.
government believes that such steps consumers who have already switched The move is aimed at simplifying the 
will help improve access to cleaner to PNG no longer need to visit LPG process and encouraging more 
cooking fuel and ensure better dealerships to surrender their consumers to voluntarily give up their 
distribution of LPG connections, connections.The process can now be LPG connections, which can then be 
especially for those who are still completed from home using either a made available to households that still 
dependent on traditional fuel sources.registered mobile number or LPG ID.

Only 5 days of  strategic oil reserves left in India 
Govt clarifies truth behind viral claim

Bank to be closed for 5 days between 
March 31 and April 5-- Check list of 

Rs 5,000 SIP vs FD: Which gives 
better returns in 5 years

New Delhi.(Agency)
  India will see a slew of financial and regulatory 

changes with the beginning of the new fiscal 
year on April 1, 2026, affecting taxes, fuel, 
banking and rail travel. 

The Income Tax Act 2025 will replace the 
Income Tax Act 1961,  s implifying 
terminology by using the word “Tax Year” 
instead of erstwhile confusing words 
‘Assessment Year’ (AY) and ‘Previous Year’ 
(PY).Under the new tax regime individuals 
earning up to Rs 12 lakh annually will pay zero 
tax due to the increased rebate under Section 
87A.Form 16 and Form 16A will be replaced 
by Form 130 and Form 131 from April 1. The 
issuance timelines will be amended to 
facilitate smoother compliance and provide 
clarity in tax filings.

PAN ApplicationIncome Tax Department will 
no longer accept Aadhaar alone as the proof of 
date of birth for PAN applications, with 
documents such as a Class 10 certificate and 
passport being required.Indian Railways ticket 
refund

The Indian Railways will now allow refunds if 
tickets are cancelled within 8 hours of 
departure, revised from earlier deadline of 4 
hours before departure. If tickets are cancelled 
between 8 and 24 hours before departure, a 50 
per cent refund will be allowed. 

Domestic LPG cylinder prices 
Domestic LPG cylinder prices might be revised 

to reflect geopolitical pressures on costs of oil 
marketing companies as the Middle East 
conflict has pressed their margins.

Fuel costs, including PNG, CNG and aviation 
turbine fuel, might be revised, likely impacting 
airfares and day-to-day logistics fares in the 
country.

Bank ATM rules
HDFC Bank has announced inclusion of UPI 

ATM withdrawals within the free limit. If a 
customer exceeds five transactions, a charge of 
Rs 23 per transaction will be levied thereafter.

Bandhan Bank announced three free 
transactions for customers in metro cities and 
five for those in non-metro cities. Thereafter, 
Rs 23 will be charged for additional 
transactions and Rs 25 for any failed 
transactions due to insufficient balance.Punjab 
National Bank announced reduction in the 
debit card withdrawal limit to Rs 50,000 to 
75,000 for select cards. 

BUSINESS

5 Key financial, regulatory 
changes to take effect 

from April 1
New Delhi.(Agency) exporter, supplying refined fuels to supply in India. There has been 

more than 150 countries. Being a net sporadic panic buying at some select ome social media posts are claiming that 
exporter to the world, availability of pumps,  caused by del iberate  India has 'only 5 days of strategic oil 
domestic petrol and diesel in India is misinformation spread by some reserves'. Fact-checking agency PIB 
structurally assured. More than one videos on social media. Despite the has refuted the social media claim. 
lakh retail fuel shops across the increase in demand at such pumps, PIB has stated that the claim being 
country are open and supplying fuel fuel was supplied to all consumers and made in this post is misleading.
without any interruption. No shops depots of oil companies remained PIB has tweeted, "India's total storage 

open overnight to increase capacity is 74 days and currently 
supply. Steps have also been around 60 days of stock is available. 
taken to increase the credit This includes crude oil storage, 
p e r i o d  e x t e n d e d  b y  o i l  product storage and dedicated 
companies to petrol pumps from strategic storage in underground 
the earlier one day allowance to caverns. A steady supply of fuel for 
more than 3 days to ensure that about two months has been ensured 
there is no shortage of petrol and across the couThe Ministry of 
diesel at any pump due to Petroleum and Natural Gas had 
working capital issues of petrol previously clarified that the supply 
pump owers," it said.situation of petroleum and LPG in 

Despite the situation in the Strait of the country is completely safe and 
have been told to limit supply. Many Hormuz, India today receives more under control. There is adequate 
countries across the globe are facing crude oil from its more than 41 supply in all retail fuel shops. There is 
challenges such as price hikes, limited supplier countries around the world no shortage of petrol, diesel or LPG 
supply, odd-even vehicle bans and than before. High volumes available anywhere in the country. The ministry 
forced station closures," said Ministry f r o m  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  m a r k e t s ,  has appealed to the citizens not to be 
of Petroleum and Natural Gas. particularly Western countries, have misled by the well-planned campaign 

Some countries have declared "national compensated for any disruption. All of misleading information being 
energy emergencies". There is no need refineries in India are running at more deliberately spread, the aim of which 
for any such measures in India, than 100 percent capacity. Indian oil is to spread unnecessary panic."India 
Ministry of Petroleum and Natural companies have already ensured the is at the forefront of energy security. 
Gas added. "While other contries have supply of crude oil for the next 60 India is the world's fourth largest 
limited supply, there is no dearth of days. There is no shortage of supplies.petroleum explorer and fifth largest 

MUMBAI.(Agency)
 Amid the persistent foreign outflows, domestic 

institutional investors (DIIs) continue to provide 
strong support, emerging as net buyers to the tune of 
Rs 26,897 crore last week, effectively absorbing the 
selling pressure from FIIs. This continued domestic 
participation helped cushion the downside and 
provided stability near key support zones, said 
analysts.Foreign institutional investors (FIIs) 
remained consistent net sellers throughout the 
week, with cumulative outflows of approximately 
Rs 24,596 crore, driven by global uncertainty, rising 
bond yields, and a stronger US dollar,” said 
Ponmudi R, CEO, Enrich Money, a SEBI-registered 
online trading and wealthtech firm.Despite DII 
dominance over FII outflows, overall market 
sentiment remains weak, clearly reflecting the 
impact of broader global and macroeconomic 
headwinds, he mentioned.As of March 27, FIIs 
extended their aggressive selling in Indian equities.. 
This pushed March MTD (month-to-date) outflows 
past Rs 1.13 lakh crore — the sharpest single-month 
sell-off in FY26 — driven by West Asia tensions and 
elevated oil prices. “DIIs countered strongly with 
Rs 25,000+ crore of net buying weekly, cushioning 
the fall,” said Vinit Bolinjkar, Head of Research-
VenturaNear-term outlook stays cautious and “we 
expect range-bound action and elevated VIX until 
global risk sentiment eases”, he mentioned. “Yet 
robust domestic flows and any de-escalation in 
geopolitics should limit downside, favouring 
quality large-caps and domestic themes over high-
beta plays,” said Bolinjkar.  Meanwhile, the Indian 
equity benchmarks closed lower for the fifth 
consecutive week, amid persistent geopolitical 
tensions, elevated crude oil prices and sustained 
foreign outflows.Nifty dipped 1.28 per cent during 
the week and declined 2.09 per cent on the last 
trading day to settle at 22,819. At close, Sensex was 
down 1,690 points or 2.25 per cent, at 73,583. It 
declined 1.27 per cent during the week.

Kolkata.(Agency)
Financial independence in post-retirement life is 

extremely independent. Most individuals don’t have 
any regular income like a job or rental income after 
retirement. They have to solely depend on the income 
from prudent asset allocation. Therefore, the 
significance of asset allocation cannot be 
overestimated for anyone. Investment strategists 
emphasise that the focus of asset allocation after 60 
should be generating a steady cash flow to defray the 
regular expenditures in life and to ensure that a part of 
it also attempts to generate creation of new capital.

“The crossover from a general citizen to a senior citizen 
is not a physical development. It is also a 
psychological one. Diseases and frail health catch up 
with many while other costs mostly remain intact. 
Therefore, regular cash flow assumes paramount 
importance to most in post-retirement,” remarks 
Nilanjan De, director Wishlist Capital and an 
investment strategist for quarter of a century.50-30-
20 principle

This is a widely accepted strategy. In other words what 
it signifies is that one should divided the post-
retirement corpus into three groups — debt, equity 
and liquid funds. The number 50 signifies that 50% of 
the money should be deployed in debt which will 
generate solidity and safety and predictable returns. 
The number 30 indicated 30% allocation to equities, 
and the rest 20% should be invested in liquid funds. 
This strategy ensures capital appreciation and safety, 
the latter being of crucial importance to a retired 
individual. The equity will attempt capital 
appreciation while the liquid funds can cover 
unforeseen expenses, while generating decent 
returns. Medical emergency is the biggest unforeseen 
incident that can happen to a senior citizen.

Systematic Withdrawal Plan
This is a widely practiced strategy too. SWP is usually 

done in mutual funds. SWP refers to a method where 
investors withdraw a fixed or variable amount 
monthly, quarterly or even annually from their 
investments. Mirae AMC describes it as a reverse 
SIP. While the investor withdraws a steady amount, 
the rest of the corpus keeps growing the various 
funds. However, before beginning a SWP, one should 
have a clear picture of the regular expenses that you 
incur every month. 

PNG users can now surrender LPG connection 
from home, no dealer visit needed

Domestic investors cushion 
the fall amid persistent 
foreign outflows

New Delhi.(Agency) The real difference lies in how these two Maurya points out that SIPs benefit from Market swings often make investors uneasy, 
Imagine this. Two friends start investing at options behave. FDs are predictable. You dynamic compounding and rupee cost but for SIPs, they can actually be 

the same time. Both put aside Rs 5,000 know exactly what you will get at the end. averaging, where investors buy more units helpful.Maurya explains that downturns 
every month. One chooses a safe FD SIPs, however, move with the markets when prices are low, which can improve allow investors to accumulate more units 
(fixed deposit). The other goes with a SIP and can see ups and downs along the long-term returns.Jain offers a simple way at lower prices, which can boost returns 
(Systematic Investment Plan) in mutual way.Sachin Jain, Managing Partner at to understand the difference, “At 6%, when markets recover. Jain agrees, but 
funds. Five years later, they compare Scripbox, puts it into perspective, adds, “Volatility benefits 
results. Who comes out ahead?The “SIP and FD have different long-term investors, but 
answer isn’t as simple as it may seem.THE objectives. Fixed deposits offer over shorter periods like 
RETURN GAP: SMALL ON PAPER, predictable returns, while SIPs five years, returns can be 
MEANINGFUL OVER TIME depend on markets and may even uneven.”

Over five years, a Rs 5,000 monthly SIP in Put simply, patience plays a deliver lower returns in a downturn 
equity mutual funds can grow to roughly big role.over five years.”
Rs 3.8–4.2 lakh at 10–12% returns. In TA X :  T H E  S I L E N T  In other words, one offers certainty, the 
comparison, an FD or RD may reach DIFFERENTIATORother offers possibility.

Ta x a t i o n  c a n  q u i e t l y  about Rs 3.4–3.6 lakh at 6–7%, says C O M P O U N D I N G :  S A M E  
inf luence your  f inal  Siddharth Maurya, Founder and MD of CONCEPT, DIFFERENT PACE

Both SIPs and FDs benefit from returns. FD interest is Vibhvangal Anukulakara Pvt Ltd.He 
compounding, but the journey looks taxed every year based on explains, “A monthly SIP of Rs 5,000 in 
very different. FDs grow at a steady, your iome slab, which can equity mutual funds can generate better 
fixed rate. SIPs, on the other hand, eat into gains.returns than a recurring deposit after five 

"Interest from Fixed Deposits (FDs) is taxed rely on market performance, which can years because of market-based returns, money may take about 12 years to double, 
annually as per your income slab, which speed up growth over time.Compounding while FDs provide steady but lower while at 12%, it could double in around 6 
can reduce post-tax returns, especially for works in both, but differently. In FDs, growth.”At first glance, the gap may not years.”
higher earners," Maurya says. "In interest builds steadily at a fixed rate. In feel dramatic. But over longer periods, But he also cautions, “The full benefits of 
contrast, Systematic Investment Plans SIPs, returns compound based on market even small differences in returns can add equity compounding may take more than 
(SIPs) in equity mutual funds are taxed performance, which can accelerate up meaningfully.STABILITY VS five years to be realised.”VOLATILITY: 
only on redemption."growth over time.GROWTH: WHAT MATTERS MORE? FRIEND OR FOE?

Sweet heist Nestle says 12 
tonnes of  KitKat stolen

Copper prices have risen sharply this year due to supply disruptions at key global mines and strong demand from sectors such as electrification, renewable energy and artificial intelligence-led infrastructure.

Asset allocation for post-
retirement life: Know a few 
effective strategies

BANGKOK.(Agency)
 A huge shipment of Nestle's crunchy KitKat chocolate 

bars was stolen in Europe, the brand said, warning 
that the heist risked causing shortages in stores right 
before Easter.KitKat, owned by Swiss food giant 
Nestle, confirmed in a statement sent to AFP on 
Saturday that "a truck transporting 413,793 units of 
its new chocolate range has been stolen during 
transit in Europe".The shipment, weighing around 
12 tonnes, disappeared last week while heading 
between production and distribution locations, it 
said."We've always encouraged people to have a 
break with KitKat," a spokesperson for the brand 
said, referring to its catchphrase.

"But it seems thieves have taken the message too 
literally and made a break with more than 12 tonnes 
of our chocolate."The brand warned that "the theft 
may lead to a shortage of KitKats appearing on 
shelf",  acknowledging that  "consumers,  
unfortunately, may struggle to find their favourite 
chocolates ahead of Easter".The stolen truck had left 
central Italy and was making its way to Poland, with 
a plan to distribute the bars in countries along the 
way.KitKat did not say where specifically the goods 
had gone missing, but said "the vehicle and its 
contents remain unaccounted for"."Investigations 
are ongoing in close collaboration with local 
authorities and supply chain partners," it said.KitKat 
warned that the missing chocolate bars "could enter 
unofficial sales channels across European markets".

Banking activities on mobile 
and internet will remain 
uninterrupted, though several 
bank branches will remain 
closed on account of bank 
holidays over the next week.

Bank Holiday April 5
All scheduled and non-scheduled banks 

will observe public holiday on Sunday 
(April 5).

Furthermore, you must note that the banks 
will NOT be closed for all the days 
consecutively in all states or regions. This 
is the total number of days when banks in 
different parts of the country will remain 
closed for state-observed holidays. For 
instance banks will be closed for 
Thiruvalluvar Day  in Kochi, but in other 
states it will NOT be closed for the same 
reason.Reserve Bank of India places its 

New Delhi,.(Agency) Holidays under three brackets --Holiday 
 Banks in several cities will be closed for 5 under Negotiable Instruments Act; 

March 31 in Mumbai, New Delhi, not dotted on RBI holiday calendar.days over the next week. These are not Holiday under Negotiable Instruments 
Ahmedabad, Bengaluru, Chennai, Bank Holiday April 2consecutive off days though. Bank Act and Real Time Gross Settlement 
Kolkata, Lucknow and Hyderabad on Banks will be closed in Kochi on April 2 on branches will be closed between March Holiday; and Banks’ Closing of 
account of Mahavir Jayanti. account of Maundy Thursday.31 and April 5 on account of several Accounts. However, it must be noted that 

Bank Holiday April 1 Bank Holiday April 3regional festivities and weekend bank the bank holidays vary in various states as 
As per RBI holiday calendar banks across holidays.However, banking activities on Banks in most cities will remain closed on well not observed by all the banking 

major cities in India will remain closed mobile and internet will remain account of Good Friday on April 3. companies. Banking holidays also 
on April 1 on account of Banks’ Closing uninterrupted, though several bank Chandigarh, Guwahati, Jaipur, Jammu depend on the festivals being observed in 
of Accounts. Cities like Ranchi, Shillong, branches will remain closed on account and Srinagar however are not dotted on specific states or notification of specific 
Shimla, Kohima, Gangtok, Aizawl are of bank holidays.Banks will be closed on RBI holiday calendar. occasions in those states.
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Fever pitch

Children
networks cause stress to 

Social 

A
lot of research has shown the significance of 
social relationships in influencing adult 
human behavior and health, but children's 

perception of their social networks correlates with 
stress and how it may influence development is still 
untapped.
A research team from the University of Missouri has 
determined that children and adolescents physically 
react to their social networks and the stress those 
networks may cause.
Scientists believe that the quality and size of the social 
relationships nurtured in childhood may have 
important physiological consequences for physical and 
mental health for youth.
Researcher Mark V. Flinn said that cortisol and salivary 
alpha-amylase are secreted in response to outside 
pressure or tension. A part of the autonomic nervous 
system, release of cortisol in the system is quick, 
unconscious and can be measured in saliva; therefore, 
measuring cortisol is a good indicator of stress in the 
body.
He added that the typical physiological response to 
stress is the release of hormones like cortisol into the 
system.

Social 

In the study, the researchers wanted to explore the 
association between children's personal social 
networks, as well as perceived social network size and 
density with biomarkers like cortisol and alpha-amylase 
that can indicate levels of stress in youth.
Flinn said that using the data they have collected they 
found out children who were stressed about the size and 
density of their perceived social networks had elevated 
anticipatory cortisol levels and responded by secreting 
more alpha-amylase.
The study appears in the journal Social Neuroscience.

Blazing summer raises 

Fever pitch

The  capital is clearly feeling the heat, what with a 
spurt in the number of people being rushed to 
hospital with exhaustion, dehydration or nausea.
Doctors spoke to said that while prolonged 
exposure to sun was the main cause of such 
conditions, diabetics were susceptible even more. 
The worst time to step out in this heat would be 
between 12 noon and 3pm, they said.
Doctors advise heavy intake of fluids to avoid 
dehydration.
Dr Rommel Tickoo, senior consultant (internal 
medicine) Max Hospital, Saket, said 2-3 people 
were consulting him in OPD daily over complaints 
of nausea, headache and weakness. "These are the 
classic symptoms of heat exhaustion. I haven't 
come across any heat-stroke case, though," Tickoo 
said.
Safdarjung Hospital, too, had reported a rise in 
cases of fever and headache linked to increased 
body temperature.
A doctor said: "Heat cramps and exhaustion are 

common among labourers or sales executives 
who are outdoors during the hottest part of the 
day ."
Drinking enough water, the doctors said, could 
help ward off heat-related illnesses. Also, one 
should avoid a sudden change in temperature. 
Dr Anoop Misra, chairman, Fortis C-Doc, said 
people with pre-existing illnesses, for example 
diabetes, were highly vulnerable to heat-related 
ailments as they were already on medications 
that interfered with body's cooling system. "Hot 
weather leads to a decrease in blood pressure 
and a change of medication is required in 
patients suffering from hypertension, heart 
disease and diabetes," he added.
Early symptoms of a heat stroke are weakness, 
dry tongue and cramps.
Sweltering heat can affect the skin too, if 
precautions, such as appropriate clothing and 
application of sunscreen, are not followed. 
Fungal allergies are also common during 
summer because of excessive sweating.

Simple exercises you can do in your car
Are you stuck in your car during 
peak-hour traffic and don't know 
how to while away your time?
Instead of surfing through your 
smartphone or honking at other 
vehicles, try these simple in-car 
exercises. Of course, make sure 
you've applied your parking brakes 
or turned off the engine.

Spine exercises
From a normal sitting position in the 
car, slowly roll your upper waist forward, 
away from the seat so as to form an arch in 
the small of your back. Hold for five 
seconds and slowly roll your back flat 
against the seat. Repeat this process a few 
times. This helps to mobilise your back, 
especially if you are unable to sit for long 
periods due to backache or stiffness.
Sit straight with your back slightly arched. 
Exhale and tighten your abs slightly 

(towards your spine) while keeping your 
back straight. Focus on breathing 
normally while holding the tension in the 
abdominal muscles. Hold for five 
seconds. Repeat five times.
Sitting straight, rotate your trunk to one 
side. Hold for five seconds. Repeat on the 
other side.

Arm exercises
You can do simple push-ups using your 

steering wheel. Hold the steering 
wheel at 10 and two o' clock position 
and perform push-ups by moving 
your chest and head together as you 
bend your elbows. Squeeze your 
shoulder blades at the end as you 
reach near the steering wheel. 
Release your back slowly and repeat 
five times. This helps release any 
tension in the shoulder blade and arm 
regions

Neck exercises
Turn the neck to one side, hold for five 
seconds. Repeat five times. Repeat on the 
other side.
Sit straight, look forward and tilt your 
head to your right shoulder, so that your 
ear touches the shoulder. You should feel 
the stretch on the side of the neck. Hold 
for five seconds. Get into the sitting 
position and relax for five seconds. 
Repeat on the other side.
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