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The Sikh Times
CHANDIGARH, March 25: Punjab Aam

Aadmi Party (AAP) President Aman Arora on
Wednesday announced a massive statewide
public outreach campaign to mark four years
of the Bhagwant Mann Government, assert-
ing that the AAP government has delivered
transparent, accountable and people-centric
governance while transforming key sectors
across the state. The AAP Punjab President
noted the campaign will take the AAP govern-
ment’s report card directly to the people
through 16,000 rallies, Jan Sabhas and
nukkad meetings over the next 10 days.
Addressing a press conference on
Wednesday, AAP Punjab President Aman
Arora stated, “A massive public outreach
campaign will begin from tomorrow under
which 16,000 rallies, Jan Sabhas and nukkad
meetings will be held across Punjab over the
next 10 days. This campaign marks the com-
pletion of four years of the Bhagwant Mann
Government, which has delivered unprece-
dented, transparent and accountable gover-
nance under the ideological guidance of
Arvind Kejriwal.” The AAP Punjab State

President added that the campaign will
involve ministers, MLAs, chairpersons,
sarpanches, panches, MCs, district presi-
dents and party volunteers, who will reach
every village, street and household with the
government’s report card. “We will take our
four-year report card to every village, every
street and every household. All ministers,
MLAs, chairpersons, sarpanches, panches,
MCs, district presidents and party volunteers
will participate in this outreach campaign,” he
stated. Highlighting the party’s ideological
foundation, Aman Arora said, “From day one,
Arvind Kejriwal made it clear that we came to
change politics, not to do politics. His politics
rests on two principles, honest politics and
development through work. Today, every
child in Punjab acknowledges that the work
done in these four years surpasses what was
achieved in the previous 70 years.”
Presenting a detailed account of achieve-
ments, Aman Arora said, “Every family in
Punjab now has a health insurance cover of
up to ?10 lakh, a flagship scheme unparalleled
in the country. Schools and hospitals have
been completely transformed. 881 Aam
Aadmi Clinics are already operational and

over 100 more will be inaugurated in the com-
ing days, taking the total to 1000 clinics.” On
sports infrastructure, he said, “3,000 sports

stadiums have been constructed and over
6,000 more are under construction. By the
end of the five-year term, every village will
have a sports stadium so that children, youth
and elders can stay physically active and away

from drugs.” Despite financial constraints, he
asserted that development work has contin-
ued at scale. “Even though the Centre has
withheld over ?8,300 crore of Rural
Development Fund money, Punjab is building
over 40,000 kilometres of roads. The Sadak
Surakhya Force has emerged as a globally
recognised service with a response time of
just four to five minutes and has saved thou-
sands of lives,” he said. On agriculture and
irrigation, Aman Arora stated, “Canal water
has reached the tail-ends of lakhs of farmers,
ending a 20-year wait. A recent Central gov-
ernment report shows groundwater levels
have risen by five feet in several blocks.
Farmers no longer need to spend nights in
fields, as the Punjab Government is ensuring
daytime power supply to agriculture pumps.”
He also highlighted strong fiscal perform-
ance and employment generation. “Excise
revenue has jumped from ?27,000 crore to
nearly ?53,000 crore, while GST collections
have more than doubled from ?12,000 crore
to over ?30,000 crore. More than 65,000 gov-
ernment jobs have been given purely on
merit. The government’s procurement of the
GVK thermal power plant will bring huge rev-

enue benefits to Punjab,” he added.
Reaffirming AAP’s commitment to fulfilling
promises, Aman Arora said, “We are a party
that delivers more than it promises. We ful-
filled all five guarantees. Schools and hospi-
tals have been transformed. ?1 crore for mar-
tyred soldiers’ families was implemented in
the first year. 300 units of free electricity per
household was implemented in the first year.
?1,000 per month to women and ?1,500 to
Dalit mothers and sisters has been provi-
sioned in this budget. We are the only govern-
ment that delivered more than its guaran-
tees.” Contrasting AAP with traditional par-
ties, he said, “We are not like Congress, BJP
or Akali Dal who swear false oaths before
elections and then break every promise. We
are not here to make election jumlas. We are
committed to honesty, dedication and devel-
opment works.” Reiterating the party’s
approach, Aman Arora added, “We are confi-
dent in our work under the guidance of
Arvind Kejriwal and the leadership of
Bhagwant Singh Mann. Our message to the
people of Punjab is simple, if you endorse our
efforts, we seek your support; if not, we will
respect your decision.”

From 1000 Aam Aadmi Clinics to 10 lakh health cover, AAP
to present full report card before people: Aman Arora



Gurgaon.(Agency)
MCG has issued 9,002 challans and 

imposed fines amounting to Rs 1.8 crore 
over the past year for violations of 
sanitation and environment norms in the 
city.The civic body said the penalties were 
issued between March 24, 2025, and 
March 24, 2026, for offences including 
burning garbage, non-compliance by 
bulk waste generators, dumping 
septage in public places, illegal 
disposal of construction and 
demolition (C&D) waste, littering, 
use of banned polythene, misuse of 
water and construction activity 
during restriction periods.During a 
cleanliness review meeting on 
Tuesday, MCG commissioner 
Pradeep Dahiya directed officials to 
intensify monitoring of sanitation 
work and ensure strict enforcement. He 
ins t ruc ted  addi t iona l  and  jo in t  
commissioners to conduct daily field 
inspections instead of remaining confined 
to offices.An offence-wise report showed 
the highest number of challans for banned 
polythene use, with 5,871 challans and Rs 
37.9 lakh collected. Action was also 

reported against establishments failing to 
provide waste bins, with 1,536 challans 
r e s u l t i n g  i n  R s  7 . 6 8  l a k h  i n  
fines.Construction-related violations 
accounted for major penalties. MCG 
issued 233 challans for C&D waste 
violations, collecting the highest amount 
of penalties at Rs 54.8 lakh. Moreover, 

174 challans were issued for failure to stop 
construction activities in violation of 
GRAP regulations, resulting in Rs 43.7 
lakh in fines.Public sanitation violations 
remained a concern, with 738 challans 
issued for open defecation, generating Rs 
3.7 lakh. A total of 137 penalties were 
imposed for violations including burning 

of garbage, amounting to Rs 6.85 lakh, 
and 137 cases for littering or dumping 
waste in non-bulk quantities, collecting 
Rs 9.35 lakh.Other penalties included 46 
challans for vehicles transporting 
uncovered material (Rs 2.3 lakh), 24 
challans for dust mitigation violations (Rs 
6 lakh), and 33 challans for water wastage 

( R s  3 9 , 0 0 0 ) . “ P e n a l t i e s  
amounting to Rs 48 lakh are yet 
to be recovered,” said an MCG 
official.Dahiya said he would 
conduct  regular  on-s i te  
i n spec t i ons  t o  mon i to r  
sanitation work and stressed 
improving cleanliness on 
major roads by keeping them 
free of garbage and dust to 
ensure a clean and healthy 
environment for residents.

He also appealed to citizens to avoid 
littering and cooperate with the 
corporation in maintaining cleanliness, 
saying public participation is essential for 
achieving the goal of a clean city.

Dahiya said strict action against violators 
would continue while efforts are stepped 
up to improve the city’s sanitation system.

Kapur versus Kapur feud intensifies 
with notice, counter-notice

Gurgaon civic body steps up checks, fines 
9k for flouting waste and dust rules

New boosting station in Gurgaon Sector 72 set to 
miss March deadline, launch likely in April

Gurgaon.(Agency)
 The Haryana forest department has issued 

a damage report to MCG over a pipeline 
laid by the civic body that was found 
terminating near a forest waterbody 
inside the Aravali plantation area in a 
village.The site is located barely 10 
minutes from Golf Course Extension 
Road. The pipeline is connected to the 
MCG-operated STP in Baliyawas and is 
intended to channel treated wastewater 
towards the forest area.

Following complaints from residents, 
forest department officials inspected the 
site recently and prepared a damage 
report. “We issued a damage report on 
March 17. We will issue a notice to 
MCG seeking an explanation for this 
violation. If MCG fails to respond 
satisfactorily, we will move the 
environment court,” a forest official 
said, adding that non-forest activity and 
dumping of wastewater are not 
permissible in Aravali plantation 
areas.The action comes days after TOI 
reported that a pipeline had been 
recently laid through the plantation area 
without permission. The pipeline runs 
from a sewage treatment plant (STP) in 
Baliyawas village to a waterbody within 
the forest patch, prompting strong 
objections from local residents who 
allege that treated wastewater is being 
diverted into a structure meant for 
groundwater recharge and wildlife use.

A visit by TOI found the pipeline cutting 
through the notified plantation area and 
ending close to a small check dam inside 
the forest. Residents said the pipeline 
was laid just a few days ago and — at the 
time of inspection — wastewater had 
not yet begun flowing through 
it.Mapping records and GIS data 
reviewed by TOI show that the land 
where the pipeline terminates is 
classified as Aravali Plantation, spread 
over around 95 hectares. Locals pointed 
out that the water structure near the 
pipeline outlet was created by the forest 
department as part of conservation work 
in the Aravali hills.In a complaint 
submitted to the divisional forest officer 
(territorial), residents warned that 
discharge of even treated STP water 
could contaminate water meant for 
animals and degrade the surrounding 
ecosystem.

DEHLI/NCR

Roads under water; trees & poles 
uprooted: Cities on knees again

Noida/Ghaziabad. The showers that started Friday 
and continued on Sunday has led to heavy 
waterlogging in Noida and Ghaziabad.

A park for children in Noida Sector 51 has turned into 
a shallow pool, while parks and green belts in 
sectors 119, 12, 30, 120, etc., also remained out of 
bounds due to flooding.Low-lying areas, like 
Botanical Garden Metro station in Noida and Jagat 
Farm Market in Greater Noida, are under at least 
two feet of water. Meanwhile, residents reported 
flooded roads and basements in Noida sectors 22, 
30, 36, 51, 62, 71, 104, 105, 72, 117, 122, 99, 
etc.The picture is similar in Ghaziabad, with Abhay 
Khand, Loni, and Muradnagar facing waterlogging.

Late on Sunday, following reports of 12 people stuck 
in Tronica City due to heavy waterlogging, a team 
of Ghaziabad NDRF carried out a rescue operation. 
Considering a warning of heavy rain ahead, NDRF 
teams are on high alert for emergency response in 
Noida and Ghaziabad.Residents blamed the 
authorities for not taking adequate measures to 
check flooding.“The Noida Authority failed to 
prepare for the monsoon in advance. All its claims 
have fallen flat. In Sector 51, people are wading 
through one-and-a-half feet to two feet of water. 
The Sunday showers also left houses and basements 
flooded.

News box

Sangam Vihar Land Mafia Exposed: 
Thousands of Acres of Government Forest 
Land Allegedly Sold to Poor Migrants
Illegal Colonies Flourish While Authorities 
Look Away; Monthly Installment Racket 
Thrives in Broad Daylight
In a surprising move, the Municipal
Corporation of Delhi (MCD) recently carried out a limited 

demolition drive, but only a handful of structures were 
demolished on the forest land.

Observers and local voices have raised serious concerns:
Why were only a few houses targeted?
Why was action not taken against the hundreds of acres 

under illegal ?
Why are the main land mafia operators still untouched ?
This selective action is being seen by many as mere “formal 

compliance”( khana purti ) rather than a serious attempt to 
reclaim public land.

Despite minor actions, reports indicate that hundreds of 
acres of forest land remain under illegal occupation, with 
new constructions continuing unabated.

The scale of this alleged scam suggests:
A deep nexus between land mafia and local administrative 

machinery
Failure of monitoring by forest and revenue departments
Possible negligence or complicity of officialsGiven the 

magnitude of the issue, strong demands are being raised 
for:

A CBI or ED investigation into the land transactions
Identification and arrest of the land mafia kingpins
Protection and rehabilitation of poor migrant families
Complete survey and recovery of encroached government 

landThis unfolding situation raises critical questions:
How can government forest land be openly sold for years ?
Who is responsible for allowing suchcolonies to flourish?
Why are poor citizens being exploited while masterminds 

roam free ?
Is there a larger organized racket functioning under 

administrative silence?
The Sangam Vihar land encroachment issue is not just a 

case of illegal construction—it is a humanitarian crisis 
and a massive governance failure.On one side, thousands 
of poor migrant families are unknowingly trapped in an 
illegal system, paying monthly installments for land that 
does not legally belong to them. On the other side, 
powerful land mafia networks continue to operate 
fearlessly.If immediate and strict action is not taken, this 
case may turn into one of the largest urban land scams in 
Delhi, leaving irreversible damage to both public 
resources and vulnerable citizens.

Gurgaon.(Agency)
In a fresh twist in the Sunjay Kapur estate 

dispute, his wife Priya Kapur has issued 
notice for removal of her estranged 
mother-in-law Rani Kapur from the 
family trust.The move comes days after 
Rani Kapur issued a notice to remove 
Priya from the RK family trust.

"Your conduct is contrary to the terms of the 
trust deed and to your fiduciary duties as a 
trustee. As stated, you have sought a 
judicial declaration to dissolve the RK 
Family Trust, aiming to divest the trust of 
its entire corpus and revert all settled 
assets to yourself while seeking to void all 
prior trust actions. Such an attempt to 
extinguish the trust for your personal gain 
is a complete breach of your fiduciary 
duties as a trustee," Priya Kapur said in a 

notice to her mother-in-law.Two months 
ago, Rani Kapur had filed a civil suit in 
Delhi High Court challenging the validity 
of the RK Family Trust, claiming personal 
ownership of the assets. She also opposed 
Priya Kapur's appointment to the board of 
Sona BLW Precision Forgings (Sona 
Comstar), alleging she was coerced into 
signing documents and was not aware of 
the full details at the time.The RK Family 
Trust, at the centre of the Sunjay Kapur 
family dispute, derives much of its value 
from its indirect holding in auto 
components maker Sona Comstar. The 
trust holds 65% in Aureus Investment, 
which in turn owns about 28% promoter 
stake in Sona Comstar. With Sona 
Comstar's market capitalisation at around 
Rs 30,000 crore, Aureus' holding is valued 

at roughly Rs 8,000-8,500 crore, placing 
the trust's indirect stake at about Rs 5,000-
5,500 crore.The dispute over the validity 
and administration of the RK Family Trust 
is currently pending before the Delhi High 
Court. The trust has four beneficiaries 
after the removal of Rani, namely, Priya 
Kapur, her son Azarias, and Sunjay 
Kapur's two children with actor Karisma 
Kapoor, Samaira and Kiaan. Sunjay 
Kapur died in the UK last year resulting in 
a massive fight over assets, which also 
involves the Samaira and Kiaan.Earlier 
this year, Rani Kapur had moved the HC 
and alleged that a fraudulent family trust 
was created to take control of her estate. In 
the suit, Rani claimed she became aware 
of the irregularities only after her son's 
death in June 2025 and alleged.

Gurgaon.(Agency)
 Commissioning of the Sector 72 boosting 

station has been delayed once again, with 
work now expected to be completed by 
mid-April instead of March, as earlier 
projected by GMDA.Officials said 
around 40 metres of pipeline laying is still 
pending. A total of 985 metres of pipeline 
was planned to connect the Chandu 
Budhera water treatment plant with the 
Sector 72 boosting station.

“Most of the work is already done, and the 
clearing of the already laid pipelines is 
underway. Efforts are being made to 
operationalise the boosting station by 
mid-April,” said a GMDA official.

The boosting station is crucial for residents 
in the new sectors along the Southern 
Peripheral Road (SPR), many of whom 
face irregular water supply. At present, 
these areas depend on the Sector 51 
boosting station, which is unable to meet 
peak demand, forcing several residential 
societies to rely on private water 

tankers.Once operational, the Sector 72 
facility is expected to ease pressure on the 
existing system and improve supply 
across several sectors along SPR.

The project, estimated to cost Rs 63 crore 
and spread over 4 acres, has faced 
repeated delays since its inception. The 
foundation for the 240 MLD station was 

laid in June 2019, with completion 
initially targeted within nine months. 
However, work slowed during the Covid-
19 pandemic and was further impacted by 
annual construction bans across NCR.

While the construction of the station was 
completed in 2022, the second phase, 
involving installation of machinery, 

began in Feb that year with a 12-month 
deadline. Progress was again hit due to the 
unavailability of land for a 500-metre 
stretch required for laying inlet and outlet 
pipelines between Chandu Budhera and 
the boosting station.To work around this, 
GMDA revised the alignment and laid 
around 650 metres of pipeline between 
Fazilpur Road and Sector 71. The project 
also faced a fresh hurdle when NHAI 
halted pipeline work beneath the Dwarka 
Expressway after cavities were detected 
along the stretch, stalling work for nearly 
two months. The work was allowed to 
resume in Dec after clearance from the 
authority.

Meanwhile, the RWA president of BPTP 
Astaire Gardens, Jaswant Rao, said, 
“Despite repeated complaints, we 
continue to face erratic water supply, 
especially in summer, and heavily depend 
on tankers. Timely completion of this 
project will provide relief to the 
residents.”

Setback for waste pickup as 
MCG’s plan to hire private 

companies faces delay again

NCR tops India’s 2025 pollution list, records 
hazardous PM2.5 levels; Loni ranks 1st

Noida.(Agency)
UP govt has revoked the licence of Navjeevan Hospital in 

Bisrakh and begun steps to seal the facility after its 
owner and two staffers were arrested for allegedly 
trying to sell a five-day-old baby girl for Rs 2.6 lakh.

Police and health officials said they would also examine 
crucial hospital records, including delivery registers, to 
establish the infant’s trail.Deputy CMO Chandan Soni 
said the action followed a police report. “The hospital’s 
licence has been cancelled on the basis of police inputs. 
A three-member committee led by the CMO will 
examine all records, including delivery registers, to 
verify the identities of mothers and detect any 
manipulation. Its findings will be compiled as evidence 
and could be important in court,” he said.

Officials said the panel will scrutinise documents in the 
hospital’s record room, including names, addresses and 
other details of women who delivered there. The aim, a 
senior health official said, is to establish the real identity 
of mothers and find out whether any other records were 
tampered with.The case surfaced after a couple from 
Ace City in Bisrakh alerted child protection authorities 
to a WhatsApp message claiming a newborn girl was 
“available for adoption”. Police said the message was 
circulated by Pushpa, a nurse at the hospital who also 
worked as a domestic help in the society. When the 
complainant’s wife called the number shared by 
Pushpa, she was allegedly told the baby could be handed 
over for Rs 2.6 lakh and that she should decide quickly.

Acting on the complaint, Childline officials and police 
laid a trap. 

Cracker sparks burn down 3 shops, 6 bikes

Gurgaon.(Agency)
Cities in NCR cluster dominated 

the 2025 pollution charts, with 
Loni being India’s most-
polluted place last  year,  
followed by Delhi, Ghaziabad, 
Noida, Greater Noida. Loni’s 
annual PM2.5 average was 
112.5 µg/m³ in 2025.Delhi 
ranked third with 99.6 µg/m³ in 
India, followed by Ghaziabad in 
fourth place at 89.2 µg/m³. New 
Delhi stood eighth with 82.2 
µg/m³, while Noida and Greater 
Noida ranked ninth and 10th 
with 80.5 µg/m³ and 77.2 µg/m³, 
respectively. Gurgaon was 
placed 11th, with an annual 
average PM2.5 concentration of 
74.6 µg/m³. Although this was 
an improvement from 87.4 
µg/m³ in 2024, the city remained 
among India’s most-polluted 
urban centres, with air quality 
consistently far above safe 
limits.

Globally, New Delhi remained the 
most polluted capital city for the 
e ighth  consecut ive  year,  
according to the report. The city 
recorded an annual PM2.5 
c o n c e n t r a t i o n  o f  8 2 . 2  
micrograms per cubic metre, 

nearly 16.4 times World Health 
Organisation’s safe limit of five 
micrograms per cubic metre. 
India’s national ambient air 
quality standard for PM2.5 is 40 
micrograms per cubic metre.

As in previous years, the report 
differentiated between the city 
of New Delhi and the wider 
National Capital Territory. On 
that basis, the entire Delhi was 
ranked the fourth most polluted 
city globally, after Loni in 
Ghaziabad (112.5), Hotan in 
China (109.6), and Byrnihat on 
the Meghalaya-Assam border 
(101.6).

Among capital cities, Dhaka 
ranked second with an average 
annual PM2.5 concentration of 
68 micrograms per cubic metre 
in 2025.Nationally, India saw 
only modest improvement, with 
average PM2.5 levels declining 
3% from 50.6 µg/m³ in 2024 to 
48.9 µg/m³ in 2025, according to 
IQAir World Air Quality Report.

Within NCR, Gurgaon reflected 
wider regional pattern of severe 
winter spikes and brief monsoon 
relief. Monthly data showed 
PM2.5 peaking in Nov at 153.6 
µg/m³ and in Dec at 147.4 

µg/m³, while Jan remained 
critically polluted at 96.3 µg/m³. 
During the monsoon, pollution 
dropped to 25.1 µg/m³ in July 
before rising again from 
Oct.Regional character of the 
crisis extended beyond NCR. 
Across UP, PM2.5 levels rose by 
an average of 62% in Dec, 
following the same winter 
pollution cycle seen in Gurgaon 
and nearby cities. Delhi also 
experienced sharp short-term 
surges. A dust storm in April 
pushed PM2.5 levels up by 15%, 
while Dec saw a 44% jump 
driven by crop residue burning, 
temperature inversion and 
stagnant winds.In Haryana, 
Manesar was the only other 
monitoring station included in 
the dataset. It recorded an annual 
PM2.5 average of 51.1 µg/m³, 
down from 65.4 µg/m³ in 2024, 
but still above permissible 
standards. Like Gurgaon, 
Manesar showed a pronounced 
seasonal pattern, with pollution 
peaking in Nov at 105.5 µg/m³ 
and Dec at 94.6 µg/m³ before 
falling to 17.2 µg/m³ in July. 
This suggested exposure to the 
same  reg iona l  po l lu t ion  
drivers.“Out of 259 cities, 115 

exceed even India’s lenient air 
quality standards, yet most of 
the most polluted cities remain 
outside National Clean Air 
Programme’s coverage. The 
focus must shift to sector-
specific emission targets that 
address  both  par t icula te  
pollution and the gases that form 
it,” said Manoj Kumar, analyst 
with Centre for Research on 
E n e r g y  a n d  C l e a n  A i r  
(CREA).The repor t  a lso  
underlined structural gaps in 
India’s clean air response. 
Although National Clean Air 
Programme aims at reducing 
pollution levels by 40% by 
2025-26, nearly 64% of its funds 
have gone toward road dust 
control. Much smaller shares 
were allocated to biomass 
burning at 15%, vehicular 
emissions at 13% and industrial 
pollution at just 1%. Experts 
said the policy response remains 
overly focused on PM10, 
despite the greater health risks 
p o s e d  b y  P M 2 . 5 . We a k  
enforcement of emission norms, 
according to the report ,  
continued dependence on coal 
and rapid urbanisation have 
further worsened the problem. 

Public health impact.

Noida hospital whose owner 
tried to ‘sell’ newborn loses 
licence

Noida.(Agency)
Residents of a few towers in ATS One 

Hamlet, a residential society in Sector 
104, have complained of noise and air 
pollution from a sewage treatment plant 
(STP) located on the premises of the 
Maharshi Mahesh Yogi Ashram Trust, 
adjoining the society.

In a complaint submitted to the chief 
minister’s office on March 16, the 
apartment owners’ association (AOA) 
alleged that the STP, located on the plot 
adjacent to the society’s residential 
towers 2, 3 and 4, was discharging 
untreated or  par t ia l ly  t reated 
wastewater into the open, which flows 

into the green belt and accumulates in 
the form of stagnant pools.“The 
discharged water is black, frothy and 
emits a strong odour,” the letter reads, 
seeking inspection by concerned 
authorities and immediate remedial 
steps.

Talking to TOI, the AOA president 
Sanjeev Varma said that if the water 
spilling from the STP is treated water, it 
should have been reused in accordance 
with pollution control norms instead of 
being allowed to flow in the open. He 
added that repeated attempts to raise the 
issue with the ashram authorities did 
not yield any resolution.

Co staffer, aide held for 

abducting colleague, forcing 

him to transfer Rs2.5L

Noida.(Agency)
A five-year-old girl whose blood circulation system to 

her legs was severely damaged in a stray dog attack 
underwent an emergency vascular surgery at 
Artemis Hospital that will likely help her walk 
again.

The child was attacked by a pack of stray dogs last 
week and sustained deep bite wounds on her back, 
thigh and legs. Doctors said a large portion of tissue 
on her left thigh was torn away and the main artery 
that circulated blood to the leg was damaged, putting 
her at immediate risk of gangrene and 
amputation.However, doctors said the surgery has 
repaired the damage and the child is expected to 
regain the ability to walk once her wounds heal.A 
paediatric cardiothoracic and vascular surgery team 
at the hospital carried out a time-sensitive procedure 
to reconstruct the damaged artery. The vessel was 
replaced using an artificial vascular graft, restoring 
circulation to the limb.Dr Devlina Chakravarty, 
paediatric cardiac surgeon at Artemis, said the injury 
was critical and required immediate intervention. 
“Every minute was crucial. The extent of vascular 
damage posed an immediate threat to the limb. 
Timely surgery and coordinated care helped restore 
blood circulation and prevent permanent disability,” 
she said.

Man assured ‘
5-yr-old mauled by stray 
dogs, leg saved after complex 
vascular surgery

Noida Sector 104 condo residents flag 
stench, noise from ashram STP
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The Sikh Times
Patiala, March 25:

Punjab Health and Family
Welfare Minister Dr.
Balbir Singh stated that
the unique scheme ‘Mukh
Mantri Sehat Yojana’,
launched by the Punjab
Government under the
leadership of Chief
Minister Bhagwant Singh
Mann, providing free
treatment up to ?10 lakh, is
proving to be a boon for
the people of Punjab.
Highlighting the achieve-
ments of the health sector
over the past four years,
he informed that so far
1.60 lakh people have
availed free treatment
worth ?191 crore under
this scheme. Dr. Balbir
Singh said that Punjab’s

health model is now being
replicated in other states
across the country. He
added that under the lead-
ership of Chief Minister
Bhagwant Singh Mann,
the Aam Aadmi Party gov-
ernment has prioritized
health, education, and
employment over the past
four years, and the results
are evident. He further
stated that the transforma-
tion of Government
Rajindra Hospital and
Mata Kaushalya Hospital
in Patiala marked the
beginning of a health revo-
lution in the state, and the

government has achieved
unprecedented success in
the health sector during
this period. The Health
Minister informed that
under the Mukh Mantri
Sehat Yojana, health cards
are to be issued to 65 lakh
families covering around 3
crore people, out of which
25 lakh cards have already
been issued. He appealed
to the public to get their
health cards made proac-
tively rather than waiting
for illness. He also shared
that 9 new medical col-
leges are being estab-
lished in the state, includ-
ing those already opera-

tional at Fatehgarh Sahib
and ESI Ludhiana.
Additionally, upcoming
colleges at Hoshiarpur,

Kapurthala, Sangrur,
Shaheed Bhagat Singh
Nagar, Lehragaga,
Malerkotla, and Ludhiana
will add 600 new MBBS
seats. The shortage of
human resources in med-
ical education has also
been addressed, and pro-

motions also granted to
professors. Dr. Balbir
Singh said that to
strengthen infrastructure,

equipment worth
?200 crore is
being procured
for all government
medical colleges,
and 22 critical
care blocks with
50 beds each are
being set up
across districts.
He added that
along with free
medicines, diag-
nostic services
are being expand-
ed. MRI facilities
will be made avail-

able in all district hospitals
this year, CT scan facilities
in 8 more hospitals, and 7
maternal and child hospi-
tals with 250 beds each
will be made operational
soon. Over 200 empan-
elled private diagnostic
centres are also providing

X-ray and ultrasound serv-
ices. He informed that
under AI-enabled screen-
ing in five districts, 9,294
women were examined,
detecting 8 cases of breast
cancer and 43 cases of cer-
vical cancer. Similarly, AI-
enabled eye screening of
1.07 lakh people revealed
vision issues in 21,660
individuals. The Health
Minister said that under
the ‘Yudh Nashian Virudh’
campaign, the government
has reduced the demand
for drugs and broken sup-
ply chains, while also cre-
ating strong infrastructure
for free treatment and
rehabilitation of drug
addicts. Skill development
initiatives for recovering
addicts and expansion of
clinics in jails have also
been undertaken. He fur-
ther stated that 883 Aam
Aadmi Clinics have provid-
ed free treatment to 1.69
crore people through over

5 crore OPD consultations.
The ‘CM di Yogshala’ proj-
ect has also brought a new
revolution in preventive
healthcare, benefiting
around 2 lakh people daily
through 8,000 yoga ses-

sions. Additionally, 948
general doctors and 627
super-specialist doctors
have been recruited, mark-
ing the largest medical
recruitment in Punjab’s
history. 

Mukh Mantri Sehat Yojana proves to be a boon for Punjabis
with free treatment up to 10 lakh: Dr. Balbir Singh

PUBLIC NOTICE
This is to inform the general public
that PNB Housing Finance Ltd.,
having its branch office at
Faridabad, Haryana, intends to
extend a financial facility to Mr.
Jagdish Lal, against the security of
House No. 60 (Property Id No.
1BKMDBB2), area measuring 44
Sq. Yds., situated at Waka inside
abadi Lal Dora Ahirwara,
Ballabgarh, Tehsil; Ballabgarh, Distt.
Faridabad, Haryana. The Said
Property was owned by Mr. Umesh
Kumar Bansal, who derived title
thereto by virtue of a Sale Deed
bearing Document No. 9912, dated
10.12.2012, duly registered with SR
Ballabgarh and executed by Mrs.
Sumitra Devi. It is hereby further
notified that the Original Sale Deed,
executed by Mrs. Sumitra Devi in
favour of Mr. Umesh Kumar Bansal
in respect of the Said Plot i.e.,
House No. 60, area measuring 44
Sq. Yds., vide Document No. 9912,
in Book No. 1, Volume No.1/46,
Page No. 182/88 to 90
on10.12.2012, duly registered in
Sub Registrar Ballabgarh, has been
misplaced/lost and remains untrace-
able. A report in this regard has been
duly lodged with the Crime Branch
of Delhi Police vide LR No.
187546/2026, dated 24.03.2026.
Accordingly, any person(s), individ-
ual(s), or entity (ies) having any
claim, right, title, interest, lien, or
objection whatsoever in respect of
the aforementioned property or
against the proposed mortgage in
favour of PNB Housing Finance Ltd.,
are hereby called upon to submit
their claims/objections in writing,
along with supporting documents, to
the undersigned within seven (7)
days from the date of publication of
this notice. Claims or objections, if
any, may be submitted to Adv. Rishi
Maheshwari (Mobile No.:- +91-
9340118309). In the absence of any
response within the stipulated time
period, it shall be presumed that
there are no claims, objections, or
encumbrances pertaining to the said
property, and the proposed transac-
tion shall be completed without any
further reference or demur. 

Rishi Maheshwari (Advocate) 
Office At : RZ-29, Upper Ground

Floor, Bhagwati Garden Jain Road, 
Near Dwarka More 
New Delhi 110059.

Contact No- +91- 9340118309 
PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that I, Mrs.
Jyoti Mehtani, have lost/misplaced
the original Lease Deed / Grant of
Ownership Rights Letter of Property
No. 24C, New Central Market
(Shankar Market), Connaught Place,
New Delhi–110001. I intend to apply
before L&DO/NDMC for issuance of
duplicate documents and/or muta-
tion of the said property in my favour.
f there are any objections/claims
from the general public on these
applications, the same shall be com-
municated to L&DO/NDMC with sup-
porting documents through regis-
tered post or by visiting
L&DO/NDMC or through an email at
soestateii@ndmc.gov.in within 30
days of publication of this notice.

Name: Mrs. Jyoti Mehtani
Address: Flat No. 24, Shankar

Market, Connaught Place, 
Delhi - 110001

Phone No.: 9810244171

NAME CHANGE
I, RAMITA PR wife of JC-780721F,
Rank-SUB, Name-AJI S G residing at
VILL & PO-AMBALAVAYAL, TEHSIL-
SULTHAN BATHERY, DISTT-
WAYANAD, KERLA-673592, have
changed my name from RAMITA PR
to RAMITHA P R for all future purpos-
es vide Affidavit dated 25/03/2026
before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, MANOJ VATS S/O BALESHWAR
DYAL VATS residing at B10/123D,
UDAIGIRI-2, SECTOR-34, NOIDA,
GAUTAM BUDDHA NAGAR, UTTAR
PRADESH-201307 have changed my
name to MANOJ KUMAR VATS for all
future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, MITHUN JATAV S/O MULAYAM
SINGH residing at H NO-1940, PIL-
LANJI, KOTLA, MUBARAKPUR,
LODHI ROAD, DELHI-110003 have
changed my name to MITHUN SINGH
for all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I GITABAHEN legally wife of  Army No
2803522P, Rank -Hav Name -
Makawana Anvarsinh  Jalusinh, At -
Gadhada , Post - Agood, Tes -Vijapur,
Dist - Mahesana,  State - Gujart,  Pin -
382870 have changed my name from
GITABAHEN to  MAKWANA
GITABEN ANVARSINH for all future
purposes. Vide affidavit dated
25/03/2026 before Notary Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, SUMITRA BAI Wife of No-4583295Y
Rank-NK Name-KALU SINGH Presently
residing at VILL-JIRWAI, PO- DEVGU-
RADIYA, TEH-TONKKHURD, DIST-
DEWAS, MADHYA PRADESH-455118,
have changed my name from SUMITRA
BAI to SUMITRA PRAJAPATI for all
future purposes vide Affidavit dated
25/03/2026 before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, MEENU W/O NAVEEN GUPTAresid-
ing at  C-15/6 GALI NO-7 SABJI MANDI
MAUJPUR SEELAMPUR DELHI-
110053 have changed my name to
MEENU BINDAL for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, ILYAS KHAN S/O SAHAB KHAN
residing at  810, PEMA ROAD WARD
NO-02,PUNHANA, NUH MEWAT,
HARYANA-122508 have changed my
name to ILIYAS  for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, SHER BI W/O KAMALUDDIN  resid-
ing at  810, PEMA ROAD WARD NO-
02, PUNHANA, NUH MEWAT,
HARYANA-122508 have changed my
name to SHERVI SAHRUNA for all
future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, Kumari Mahima D/o Sh. Mahendra
Kumar, R/o House No A4 1STFloor Left
Hand Backside, Dayalbagh Colony
Lakkarpur, Surajkund Faridabad,
Haryana-121009, inform that I have
changed my name from Miss Mahima to
Kumari Mahima and Kumari Mahima
and Miss Mahima both are the names of
one and the same person. In future I will
be known and called by the name of
KUMARI MAHIMAfor all purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I Gurpreet Singh Hunjan S/0 - Sukhdev
Singh, R/0 - G 64 Sant Nagar extension,
near Tilak nagar, 110018 Changed my
name to Gurpreet Singh

PUBLIC NOTICE
My client Chote Lal S/o Late Chajju
Lal R/o H. No.99, NSCI Old Fort
Road, NDMC, New Delhi G.P.
Central Delhi Delhi-110001 has sev-
ered all his relation and disowned
his son Vivek and his wife Vijeta
Kumari from all his movable &
immovable properties due to their
disobedience. My client shall not be
responsible for their any acts.

JITIN Advocate
Ch. No. 738, Lawyers Block,

Saket Court,  New Delhi

Lost & Found 
I, Somya Sayal D/o Gaurav Sayal R/o
76, Shakti Vihar Pitampura , Delhi-
110034, have lost my 10th Marksheet
Roll No. 6364879, B.Sc Degree Enroll
No. I-2101060022, Batch No. 2010 to
2013 and B.Ed Degree Roll No.
40519582016 and University Reg.
No. 16063700137983. If anyone
found please contact: 9205381813

NAME CHANGE
I GOURAV S/O KRISHAN   TYAGI
R/O H.NO - 398 GALI NO 12 NEAR
HARI MANDIR VIJAY NAGAR BAL-
LABGARH FARIDABAD HARYANA
121004 have changed my name to
GOURAV TYAGI Permanently for
all Future purpose

NAME CHANGE
I SIYA YADAV W/o SANDEEP
YADAV R/o T-371/1, Gali No.11,
Gautam Puri, Garhi Mendu, North
East Delhi, Delhi-110053 have
changed the name of my minor
daughter SAANJH aged 7 years
and she shall hereafter be known as
AANAYA YADAV. 

NAME CHANGE
I,hitherto known as RANBIR SINGH S/o
JIWAN SINGH, R/o 92/17, Ground
Floor, Zakir Nagar, Okhla, South Delhi,
Delhi-110025 have changed my name
and shall hereafter be known as
MUKESH RANA.

NAME CHANGE
I PAYAL D/O SWAPON KUMAR
MALAKAR R/O H.NO 263 GALI
NO -7 MANDOLI EXTENSION
MANDOLI DELHI-110093 have
changed my name to PAYAL
MALAKAR Permanently for all
Future purpose

NAME CHANGE
I SWAPAN KUMAR & SWAPN
KUMAR S/O SUBHASH CHAN-
DRA MALAKAR R/O H.NO 263
GALI NO 7 MANDOLI EXTEN-
SION MANDOLI DELHI -110093
have changed my name to
SWAPON KUMAR MALAKAR
Permanently for all Future purpose

NAME CHANGE
I BEUTY & BEAUTY W/O SWAPON
KUMAR MALAKAR R/O H.NO 263
GALI NO -7 MANDOLI EXTEN-
SION MANDOLI DELHI -110093
have changed my name to BEAUTY
Permanently for all Future purpose

NAME CHANGE
I JAG MOHAN S/O RAM KUMAR
R/O, C-35 HARI ENCLAVE -1,
KIRARI SULEMAN NAGAR
DELHI-110086 have changed my
name to JUG MOHAN
Permanently for all Future purpose

NAME CHANGE
I SANJAY BHAGWAN S/O
MAHESH KUMAR R/O PLOT NO
64 FIRST FLOOR POCKET -B
DWARKADHISH ENCLAVE SEC-
TOR 26 ROHINI SAHIBABAD
DAULAT PUR DELHI -110042
have changed my name to SAN-
JAY BHAGWANI Permanently for
all Future purpose

PUBLIC NOTICE
Mr. Shailender Singh and Mrs. Rajni
Devi   Owner of the Residential
Flat/Dwelling unit no. 367/GC-10 on
3rd Floor in Tower-I, , "GC-10/SAN-
SKRITI VIHAR", situated at Plot No.
GH-03, Sector-16C, Greater Noida,
District Gautam Budh Nagar, U.P.
Mr. Shailender Singh and Mrs. Rajni
Devi have lost Original page no
13,14 of Sub Lease Deed duly reg-
istered as Sl. No. 10111 in Book
No.1 Vol. No. 20260 at pages 221 to
262 on 23/04/2016 in the office of
SR-Greater Noida, executed by
GNIDA and M/s Gaursons
Promoters Pvt. Ltd in favour of Mr.
Shailender Singh and Mrs. Rajni
Devi in which mentioned Schedule
of flat and signature of witness and
party , for which complaint lodged to
the police. Therefore, by way of this
Public Notice it is hereby notified
that any person, Attorney and/or
entity, firm/company, society and/or
member of the Society, Bank,
HUF/member of HUF, Financial
Institution having any claim, charge,
interest, or lien whatsoever with
respect to the Said house/plot   or
otherwise, may notify to under-
signed only on his rahulkumargup-
ta281401@gmail.com with docu-
mentary proof within 15 days from
the date of this publication of notice,
failing which any such claim etc.
shall be deemed to be null and void,
whereas title shall be deemed to be
clear, and marketable without any
defect or encumbrance and free to
create equitable mortgage
M-NO- 7252922875 

RAHUL KUMAR GUPTA
(ADVOCATE) 

Off. 43B, Third Floor, 
Patparganj Village, 

Mayur Vihar, Phase-I,
Delhi-1, M-NO- 7252922875 

NAME CHANGE
I,JASWANT S/O PATRAM R/O
ABDULLANAGAR (136), DHARSON,
MAHENDERGARH, HARYANA-
123001, HAVE CHANGED MY NAME
TO JASWANT SINGH FOR ALL
FUTURE PURPOSES

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE is hereby given to public at
large that my client Mr. Neel Kamal
is purchasing the Second Floor
(without roof right) (referred to as
“said floor”),part of Plot No. 37, hav-
ing land area measuring 100 sq.
yds., pertaining to the Khasra No.
47/12/2 (3-19), 13 (4-10) (Old
Khasra No. 219 (8-15), 2479/4436
(1-8), 2425 (2-15), 220(3-10)), situ-
ated in the revenue estate of village
Mehrauli, Tehsil Mehrauli, New Delhi
from Mr. Devendra Singh  who is the
owner of the abovementioned prop-
erty vide GPA, Agreement to Sale &
WILL dated 10-07-2025 and Intend
to mortgage the said property with
Aditya Birla Housing Finance Ltd.
If any person(s) has/have any objec-
tion(s) or claim(s) with respect to the
right, title or interest in the said prop-
erty may please contact us within 07
days from the date of this notice on
the number & address mentioned
herein below, failing which my
client(s) shall not be held responsi-
ble in any manner whatsoever.

[ASHWANI KUMAR]
Advocate

Chamber No. 122,
Tehsil Compound, 

Ghaziabad, U.P.
kumar2021ashwani@gmail.com

DATE OF BIRTH CHANGE 
I,  No. GS197020K Rank-PNR, Name-
SUGRIVA SINGH YADAV RJ VPO-
PATAKANIA, DISTT-GHAZIPUR,
THANA -SUHWAL, TEHSIL-ZAMA-
NIA, BLOCK-REOTIPUR PIN
232332, have changed my daughter's
date of birth from 17/02/2021 to
17/09/2021 for all future purposes.
Vide affidavit dated 20.03.2026 before
Public Notary Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, AMBALIKA is legally Wife of No.
GS-18211911 Rank- UDC Name-
MANOJ KUMAR THAKUR who is
presently serving with HO DGBR,
SEEMA SADAK BHAWAN RING
ROAD DELHI CANTT, NEW DELHI-
110010 have changed my name from
AMBALIKA to AMBALIKA THAKUR
for all future purposes. Vide affidavit
dated 20.03.2026 before Sub
Divisional Magistrate Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, AMBUJ KUMAR is legally son of
No. GS-182119H Rank-UDC
Name- MANOJ KUMAR THAKUR
who is presently serving with HQ
DGBR, SEEMA SADAK BHAWAN
RING ROAD DELHI CANTT, NEW
DELHI-110010, have changed my
name from AMBUJ KUMAR TO
AMBUJ KUMAR THAKUR for all
future purposes. Vide affidavit
dated 20.03.2026 before Sub
Divisional Magistrate Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, ANNU KUMARI is legally daugh-
ter of No. GS-18211911 Rank-UDC
Name MANOJ KUMAR THAKUR
who is presently serving with H?
DGBR, SEEMA SADAK BHAWAN
RING ROAD DELHI CANTT, NEW
DELHI-110010 have changed my
name from ANNU KUMARI TO
ANNU THAKUR for all future pur-
poses. Vide affidavit dated
20.03.2026 before Sub Divisional
Magistrate Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
It is general information that I,
YOGESH BUDHIRAJA son of Shri
Kailash Chander Resident of 57,
C2A Block, Pocket-15, Janak Puri,
New Delhi -110058, declare that
name of mine has been wrongly
written as “BHUDDHIRAJA
YOGESH KAILASHCHANDRA” in
my 10th and 12th Class
Educational documents, and the
name of mine has been wrongly
written as “YOGESH BHUDDHI
RAJA” in my University docu-
ments. The actual name of mine is
YOGESH BUDHIRAJA which may
be amended accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
I NARAYAN JI RAM S/O BRIDA RAM
R/O A-622, Suraj Park, Badli, Samai
Pur, North West Delhi, Delhi-110042
have changed the name of my minor
son YUDRAJ aged 10 years and he
shall hereafter be known as YUVRAJ.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as RAKHI Alias MONA
D/O RAGHUBIR W/O PAWAN R/O
H.No-D-248, Balmiki Mandir, Old
Seemapuri, East Delhi, Delhi-110095
India have changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as RAKHI.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby given by Mr. Bittu
Yadav who is owner of land admea-
suring 123 Sq. yards, out of Khata
no. 170, Khasra no. 293Min., village
Illahbans, Pargana & Tehsil Dadri,
Distt. Gautam Budh Nagar- 201306.
vide Sale Deed dated 05.06.2017
which is registered as Doc. No.
2547, Book no.1, vol. no. 5861,
Page no. 31 to 66, on 05.06.2017,
SRO- III- Noida) and will be taking
financial assistance from Godrej
Finance Limited. That The Sale
Deed dated 21.11.2015 executed
by Mr. Lakhmichand in favour of
Mr. Nawal Singh in respect of the
Residential vacant Plot admea-
suring 123 Sq. yards i.e. 102.84
Sq. meters, out of Khata no. 170,
khasra no. 293Mi, as doc.
no.3190, book no.1, vol. no. 4844,
Page no.73 to 108, on 21.11.2015,
SRO- III-Noida is/are
lost/Misplaced. Public is being
warned not to deal with the said doc-
ument. Any person dealing with the
said document would do so at their
own risk & responsibility. Owner
shall not be liable in any manner
whatsoever for any loss incurred by
such person. If anybody found these
document or notice any misuse of
the above mentioned document,
Concern person is required to com-
municate in writing to the under-
signed at below address.

Khaitan & Khaitan
Plot No. 100 ,1st floor

Okhla Phase III, New Delhi
Ph. No: 011-49774545

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE is hereby given to public at
large that my client Sh. Bipin Singh
is the owner of piece of land area
measuring 125.41 Sq. Mtrs., i.e. 150
Sq. Yds., out of the khasra No.9/2,
bearing plot No.4, situated at
Village-Johripur alias Jeevanpur, in
the abadi of Jawahar Nagar,
Johripur, Illaqa Shahdara, Delhi-
110094 vide Sale Deed dated
24/04/2023 which is registered as
(Doc No. 1265, vol no. 5611, pages
12-22, SR-IV, Delhi), and Intend to
mortgage the said property with
Aditya Birla Capital Ltd. That the
SMC of late Smt. Nirmal Varshney is
not available. If any person(s)
has/have any objection(s) or
claim(s) with respect to the right, title
or interest in the said property may
please contact us within 07 days
from the date of this notice on the
number & address mentioned here-
in below, failing which my client(s)
shall not be held responsible in any
manner whatsoever.

Khaitan & Khaitan
Plot No. 100 ,1st floor

Okhla Phase III, New Delhi
Ph. No: 011-49774545

NAME CHANGE
I Kumari Aparna Shrivastava W/O
Shivang Srivastava, R/o - B 9/22 LIG
FLATS FIRST FLOOR, Rohini Sector
18, West Delhi, Delhi - 110089 have
changed my name to Aparna
Srivastava for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I Jaismine Sudan  W/O Parvinder
Singh Sudan, R/o -181/182, 2nd
Floor, Pocket-8, Sector 24, Rohini,
Delhi 110085 have changed my
name to Jasmine Sudan for all
future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, P N VIDHYA LAKSHMI wife of
NO-6497282K, Rank-HAV, Name-
D REEGAN residing at VPO-
MATHURTHIRUKKAI, TEHSIL-
GINGEE, DISTT-VILLUPURAM,
TAMIL NADU-605201, have
changed my name from P N VID-
HYA LAKSHMI to VIDHYALAKSH-
MI P N for all future purposes vide
Affidavit dated 25/03/2026 before
Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I Pooja d/o Pan Singh R/o H-90B,
Kunwar Singh Nagar, Nangloi,
Delhi - 110041 have changed my
name to Pooja Sharma for all
future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, Nazish Khan w/o Sahil yunusbhai
aarbiyani. R/o OPH3, ADITYA MEGA
CITY, VAIBHAV KHAND, INDRAPU-
RAM, GHAZIABAD, UTTAR
PRADESH 201014 Have changed
my minor name zara to zara aar-
biyani all future  purposes.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Information is given to general pub-
lic at large that our client Mr. Vivek
Kumar S/o Mr. Padam Singh is the
owner of Freehold Residential
House No. 2957-A, LIG/FF/ area
measuring 14.81 sq. yds., Situated
at Sector - 3, Housing Board
Colony, Ballabgarh, Tehsil
Ballabgarh, Distt. Faridabad,
Haryana. by virtue of Transfer Deed
dated 30.09.2014 duly registered in
the office of SR Ballabgarh, as Doc
No. 7297, Book No. 01, dated
30.09.2014., in the chain docu-
ments below mentioned documents
not available i.e. (1) Original HPTA
dated 20.02.1998 issued by The
Housing Board Haryana in favour of
Mr. Suresh Kumar Sharma & (2)
Original Conveyance Deed dated
01.07.2004 executed by The
Housing Board Haryana in favour of
Mrs. Sangeeta D/o Mr. Padam
Singh, duly registered in the office
of SR Ballabgarh, as Doc No. 1996,
Book No. 01, dated 01.07.2004., in
now our client is declaring that that
any other person does not have any
right over the said property, and
same property Sold too be Mrs.
Madhu and same has been
financed by Tata Capital Housing
Finance Limited  Branch: FF Sco-
04, Sector-16 (Near HDFC Bank)
Faridabad Haryana.  If any
person(s) have any objection(s) or
claim(s) with respect to the` right,
title or interest in the Said Property
then contact us within 07 days from
the date of Publication of this notice
and or the same to the undersigned
if found by anyone. Thereafter no
claim shall be entertained

[NAVEEN KUMAR VERMA] 
Advocate

F-211, Sector-3,
Vaishali, Ghaziabad,

Uttar Pradesh-201010
(Contact at 09958871432)

PUBLIC NOTICE
Information is given to general pub-
lic at large that our client 1. Mr. Raj
Kumar Chauhan 2. Mr. Vikram
Singh Chauhan 3. Mr. Bhawani
Singh Chauhan is the absolute
owner of Freehold Residential Built-
up Property bearing no. RZ-73, with
roof rights, area measuring 80 sq.
yds., out of Khasra no. 23, Situated
in the revenue estate of village
Bindapur Delhi State Delhi Colony
Known as Subhash Park Extn-II,
Uttam Nagar, New Delhi-110059.  by
virtue, Relinquishment Deed dated
12.08.2025 Vide Doc. No.
2025/25/I/23150, Book No. 1, Vol.
No. 15656, Page No. 49-58, dated
13.08.2025, SR West Janakpuri., in
the chain documents below men-
tioned documents not available i.e.
SMC of Late Mr. Man Singh
Chauhan & SMC of late Mrs. Kiran
Chauhan W/o Mr. Man Singh
Chauhan now our client is declaring
that that any other Person does not
have any right over the said proper-
ty, and same property sold too be
Mrs. Lalita Devi and same has been
finance by Piramal Finance Ltd.
Branch: Jhandewalan, New Delhi.  If
any person(s) have any objection(s)
or claim(s) with respect to the` right,
title or interest in the Said Property
then contact us within 07 days from
the date of Publication of this notice
and or the same to the undersigned
if found by anyone. Thereafter no
claim shall be entertained

[NAVEEN KUMAR VERMA] 
Advocate

F-211, Sector-3,
Vaishali, Ghaziabad,

Uttar Pradesh-201010
(Contact at 09958871432)

PUBLIC NOTICE
Information is given to general pub-
lic at large that our client Mr. Anil
Kumar S/o Mr. Richhpal Singh is the
owner of Freehold Residential
Vacant Plot area measuring 122.78
Sq. Yds. i.e. 102.66 Sq. Mtrs. Part
of Khasra No.660 Situated at
Village Salempur Jaat, Pargana
and Tehsil Sikandrabad, District
Bulanshahar, U.P.. by virtue of Gift
Deed dated 22.03.2023 Vide Doc
No.2681, Book No.1, Volume
No.10647, on Page Nos.53-68,
Registered on 22.03.2023, in S.R-
Sikandrabad, Bulanshahar., in the
chain documents below mentioned
documents not available i.e. Death
Certificate & SMC of Late Mr.
Richhpal Singh had expired. in now
our client is declaring that that any
other person does not have any
right over the said property, and
same has been financed by SMFG
India Home Finance Company
Limited Branch: Noida Uttar
Pradesh.  If any person(s) have any
objection(s) or claim(s) with respect
to the` right, title or interest in the
Said Property then contact us with-
in 07 days from the date of
Publication of this notice and or the
same to the undersigned if found by
anyone. Thereafter no claim shall
be entertained

[NAVEEN KUMAR VERMA] 
Advocate

F-211, Sector-3,
Vaishali, Ghaziabad,

Uttar Pradesh-201010
(Contact at 09958871432)

NOTICE
Public at large is hereby informed that my client Mr. Neeraj Goyal is the
owner of Shop is a single-story building with a roof, facing west, located at
Municipal Number Old 66, New 9-1/15, area measuring 26.50 sq. yds., situ-
ated at Mohalla Old Bajar Hapur, Pargana and Tehsil Hapur, District
Ghaziabad, Initially, Sale Deed dated 21.10.1980 executed by Mr. Virender
Kumar and Mrs. Chamali Devi in favour of Mr. Lala Fakir Chand in respect of
the entire property. Who died on 02.05.2000 leaving behind his legal heirs
namely Mr. Pradeep Aggarwal, Mrs. Sarla Devi, Mrs. Sushma Gupta, Mrs.
Manju Singhal, Mrs. Anju Aggarwal, Mrs. Suman Aggarwal, Mrs. Usha
Aggarwal and Mr. Mohan Aggarwal. Later Partition Deed executed between
by Mr. Pradeep Aggarwal, Mrs. Sarla Devi, Mrs. Sushma Gupta, Mrs. Manju
Singhal, Mrs. Anju Aggarwal, Mrs. Suman Aggarwal, Mrs. Usha Aggarwal
and Mr. Mohan Aggarwal in respect of the entire property, Finally, Sale Deed
dated 11.08.2011 executed by Mr. Mohan Aggarwal in favour of Mr. Neeraj
Goyal in respect of the said property, duly regd. as Document No. 11839,
Book No. 1, Volume No. 7457, Page No. 383-414, on dated 11.08.2011, at
SRO- Hapur. Now our above mentioned clients intends to mortgage the said
immovable property for his bonafide requirements to Cholamandalam
Investment and Finance Company Ltd. Whosoever is having any objection to
the said mortgage or anyone has claim or right or interest in the property shall
contact the undersigned with the objection within 07 days failing which it shall
be presumed that there stands no objections.
NEW DELHI     PRAGYA BHUSHAN ADVOCATE
DATE: 25/3/2025  Enrl. No. D/721/02

Office: L-27,GF,  Kailash Colony, New Delhi-48
Mob.: 9968006418

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby given to the
General Public that Mr. Arvinder Jit
Singh son of Mr. Harcharan Singh in
respect of Property No. F-112, area
measuring 33 sq. yds., out of Rect.
No. 31, Killa No. 14/2, 20/1, situated
in the area of Village Khyala, in the
Abadi of Vishnu Garden, New Delhi,
by virtue of Notarized GPA dated
08.12.1993,ATS & Will executed by
Mr. Sukhdev Singh son of Karnail
Singh and said property to be sold
to Mrs. Rajni Kaur, and same to be
finance by SMFG India Home
Finance Co. Ltd, General public
hereby informed that if anybody has
any charge/interest/title in the said
property or any kind of dispute kind-
ly inform the undersigned in writing
on the below mentioned address
within 07 days of the present.

Rahul Raj, Advocate,
SG Associates (Law Firm) 

B-01, Plot No. 20, Kaushambi, 
Ghaziabad-201010.

E-MAIL:sgassociatespl@gmail.com.
Ph: 0120-4968888, 8130309204.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Be it know to all that my clients Sh.
Dwarka Prasad s/o Hari Bhajan pal
and Smt Yashoda W/o Dwarka
Prasad both R/o Plot no C111A, Kh
No- 22/15, Phase 1, E Block, Gali
No-29, near Bhai Bhai Road,
QUTUB VIHAR, CHHAWL, SOUTH
WEST DELHI, DELHI-110071 has
disowned his son namely SURAJ
KMAR from his all movable and
immovable properties and my
clients have served all relation with
his son namely SURAJ KUMAR for
their bad behaviour, misconduct,
and bad attitude.That if, any body
deal with my client's son namely
SURAJ Kumar of done any wrongful
act, SURAJ Kumar will do on his
own responsibility any my clients
shall not held responsible for any
wrongful act done by my client's son
SURAJ Kumar .

Jai prakash advocate
Dwarka District Court 

New Delhi 75

NAME CHANGE
I Vikas S/O Chander Bhan, A-20, shiv
park, nihal vihar, Nangloi Jat, PO:
Nangloi, DIST: West Delhi, Delhi-
110041 have changed my name to
Vikas Aggarwal for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, hitherto known as SIDDHI D/O
JAGDISH DUTT R/O BLOCK-A, H
NO-209 KH. NO-17/8, GALI NO-3,
ALPHONES SCHOOL, HARIT
VIHAR, KAMAL PUR MAZRA,
BURARI, BURARI, NORTH DELHI,
DELHI-110084 have changed my
name and shall hereafter be known as
SIDDHI DUTT.

NAME CHANGE
I, SUREKHA is a real mother of No-
JC463213W Rank-NB SUB Name-
SHINDE SACHIN TANAJI at VILL-
RANAND, POST -RANAND,TEH-
MAN, DIST-SATARA presently resid-
ing (MAHARASHTRA)-415508,  have
changed my name from SUREKHA
TO SUREKHATANAJI SHINDE for all
future purposes. Vide affidavit dated
02.03.2026 before Public Notary Delhi

NAME CHANGE
I, TANAJI is a real father of No-
JC463213W Rank- NB SUB Name-
SHINDE SACHIN TANAJI presently
residing VILL RANAND, POST -
RANAND,TEH- MAN, DIST- SATARA,
(MAHARASHTRA)-415508, have
changed my name from TANAJI TO
TANAJI BANDU SHINDE for all future
purposes. Vide affidavit dated
02.03.2026 before Public Notary Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, SHITAL is legally wife of No.
JC463213W Rank- NB SUB Name-
SHINDE SACHIN TANAJI presently
residing at VILL-RANAND, POST -
RANAND,TEH-MAN, DIST-SATARA,
(MAHARASHTRA)-415508,  have
changed my name from SHITAL TO
SHINDE SHITALSACHIN for all future
purposes. Vide affidavit dated
02.03.2026 before Public Notary Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, SALUKHE APPASAHEB RAM-
CHANDRA is a real father of No
2809621N Rank HAV Name
SALUNKHE PRADIP APPASAHEB
presently residing VILL-HATNOLI,
POST-HATNOLI, TEH-TASGAON,
DIST-SANGLI, (MAHARASHTRA)-
416314,  have changed my name from
SALUKHE APPASAHEB RAMCHAN-
DRA TO APPASAHEB RAMCHAN-
DRA SALUNKHE and date of birth
from 01/09/1966 to 01/06/1961 for all
future purposes. Vide affidavit dated
02.03.2026 before Public Notary Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I,  S SAVITA APPASAHEB is a real
mother of No 2809621N Rank HAV
Name SALUNKHE PRADIP
APPASAHEB presently residing VILL-
HATNOLI, POST-HATNOLI, TEH-
TASGAON, DIST-SANGLI, (MAHA-
RASHTRA)-416314,  have changed
my name from S SAVITA APPASA-
HEB TO SAVITA APPASAHEB
SALUNKHE and date of birth from
04/07/1974 to 01/06/1968 for all future
purposes. Vide affidavit dated
02.03.2026 before Public Notary Delhi.

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE is hereby given to public at
large that my client Mr. Neel Kamal
is purchasing the Second Floor
(without roof right) (referred to as
“said floor”),part of Plot No. 37, hav-
ing land area measuring 100 sq.
yds., pertaining to the Khasra No.
47/12/2 (3-19), 13 (4-10) (Old
Khasra No. 219 (8-15), 2479/4436
(1-8), 2425 (2-15), 220(3-10)), situ-
ated in the revenue estate of village
Mehrauli, Tehsil Mehrauli, New Delhi
from Mr. Devendra Singh  who is the
owner of the abovementioned prop-
erty vide GPA, Agreement to Sale &
WILL dated 10-07-2025 and Intend
to mortgage the said property with
Aditya Birla Housing Finance Ltd.
If any person(s) has/have any objec-
tion(s) or claim(s) with respect to the
right, title or interest in the said prop-
erty may please contact us within 07
days from the date of this notice on
the number & address mentioned
herein below, failing which my
client(s) shall not be held responsi-
ble in any manner whatsoever.

Khaitan & Khaitan
Plot No. 100 ,1st floor

Okhla Phase III, New Delhi
Ph. No: 011-49774545
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with Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Tehran.(Agency) According to the NYT report, over the 
Netanyahu's assertion that Iran is a last week, the Crown Prince has US President Donald Trump has 
long-term threat to the Middle East championed a decisive, sustained suggested that Saudi Arabia's de facto 
region. However, analysts believe that leader, Crown Prince Mohammed bin 
while Israel may tolerate a weakened Salman, has been encouraging the 
or internally unstable government in United States' actions against Iran, 
Tehran, Saudi Arabia fears that a calling him "a warrior" fighting 
failed Iranian state could trigger alongside American efforts. The 
regional chaos, empowering militias remarks followed a New York Times 
and posing direct security risks to report that claimed the Saudi prince 
Gulf nations, the report said.has been arguing that the US-Israeli 

Trump's Changing Stancemilitary campaign presents a "historic 
opportunity" to remake the Middle In recent days, Trump has given mixed 
East and that Trump should continue signals on the future of war, 
the war against Tehran. sometimes suggesting it may end 

campaign aimed at dismantling Iran's soon, while also indicating an While talking to reporters at the Oval 
hard-line Shia regime. People familiar escalation. On Monday, he posted on Office, Trump was asked if the prince 
with the matter told the publication social media that his administration MBS was encouraging him to do 
that MBS has told Trump that Iran held "productive conversations "certain things" related to Iran. He 
poses a long-term threat to the Gulf regarding a complete and total replied, "He does --he is a warrior. He 
that can only be eliminated by getting resolution of our hostilities" with Iran, is fighting with us, by the way."What 
rid of the government.The views align an idea disputed by Tehran. The Report Said

NEWS BOX

Trump administration offers 15-
point ceasefire plan to Iran

"MBS Fighting With Us": Trump's Big 
Claim As Iran War Rages On

Unusual Storm System Puts 
War-Torn Middle East On 
High Alert

3 Iranian Techies Charged With 
Stealing Trade Secrets From US 

Companies Including Google
World.(Agency) 

 Three Iranian nationals who worked as software 
engineers in Silicon Valley have been indicted by a 
federal grand jury for allegedly stealing trade secrets 
from tech companies. According to the New York Post, 
Samaneh Ghandali, 41, Soroor Ghandali, 32, and 
Mohammadjavad Khosravi, 40, have been accused of 
espionage and stealing trade secrets from major tech 
firms, including Google, in Silicon Valley.

The trio, residents of San Jose, allegedly used their 
positions at technology companies to access 
"confidential and sensitive" information and transfer 
the data to unauthorized locations, including Iran. 
They were arrested in mid-February and charged with 
conspiracy to commit trade secret theft, theft, and 
attempted theft of trade secrets, and obstruction of 
justice. They have all pleaded not guilty. 

"Samaneh Ghandali and Soroor Ghandali, who are 
sisters, worked at Google before going on to work for 
another technology company identified as Company 3, 
and Khosravi, who is married to Samaneh Ghandali, 
worked at a technology company identified as 
Company 2," according to the Department of Justice.

The indictment alleges that the defendants transferred 
hundreds of files containing trade secrets to third-party 
communication platforms and personal devices, 
including information on processor security and 
cryptography.Samaneh Ghandali, while employed at 
Google, transferred hundreds of files containing trade 
secrets to a third-party communications platform, 
sending them to channels named after the defendants. 
Soroor Ghandali is also accused of moving Google 
files to the same channels during her tenure. These 
materials were allegedly copied onto personal devices 
and work devices of Khosravi and Soroor at other 
companies.The indictment further claims the 
defendants attempted to conceal their actions by 
submitting false affidavits to the affected tech 
companies, deleting transferred files and records, and 
hiding extraction methods.If convicted, they could 
face up to 10 years in prison for each trade secret count 
and as much as 20 years for obstruction.The Ghandali 
sisters' father, Shahabeddin Ghandali, reportedly has 
ties to the Iranian regime and has served as a former 
chief executive of the Teachers Investment Fund 
Corporation in Iran. Critics suggest these family 
connections may have facilitated the alleged espionage. 
The issue is risk, access, and vulnerability. When 
individuals connected to powerful networks in an 
authoritarian system enter universities and research 
centers, they gain access not only to advanced 
technology but also to professional networks and 
institutional trust. In certain cases … access can be 
abused," said Iranian human rights activist Lawdan 
Bazargan, who heads the Alliance Against Islamic 
Regime of Iran Apologists.

WORLD

Fire at Kuwait airport after 
drones hit fuel tank: 
aviation agency

KUWAIT CITY. (Agency) 
Drones hit a fuel tank and sparked a fire at Kuwait 

International Airport, the Gulf state's civil aviation 
authority said on Wednesday, as Iran presses on with 
its attacks in the nearly four-week regional war.

Citing preliminary information, the Directorate 
General of Civil Aviation said in a statement posted 
online that the attack had caused only "limited" 
damage and no casualties.Firefighters were working 
to bring the blaze under control, said agency 
spokesman Abdullah Al-Rajhi.The Kuwait National 
Guard meanwhile said in a statement that its forces 
intercepted six drones early Wednesday, and the army 
said air defences were "responding to hostile missile 
and drone attacks".Elsewhere in the Gulf, Saudi 
Arabia said it had intercepted four drones in the 
kingdom's east.The Kuwait airport is largely closed 
to commercial flights and has come under attack 
several times since the regional war began on 
February 28, when Israel and the United States 
launched strikes on Iran.On March 14, the civil 
aviation authority said an attack with "several 
drones" targeted the airport and "struck its radar 
system". No casualties were reported.

Drones hit fuel tanks at the airport on March 8, and an 
earlier attack on a passenger terminal left several 
people mildly wounded and caused some damage.

Major airlines have suspended flights to the Gulf, or cut 
back due to fuel shortages linked to the war.

ZIran has an extensive ballistic 
missile programme. The country 
has been developing a number 
of  short-range ballistic missiles 
for many years. The suite of  
weapons includes the Fateh, 
Shahab-2 and Zolfaghar 
systems.

How Far Can Iran's Ballistic Missiles Go? 
Expert Explains Their Range, Limits

The plan was submitted to Iran by 
intermediaries from Pakistan, who 

have offered to host renewed 
negotiations between Washington 

and Tehran.

had been delivered to Iranian officials. Marines to the Mideast, the move is 
The Pentagon is also in the process of being framed as Trump maneuvering 

dep loy ing  a  pa i r  o f  Mar ine  to give himself “max flexibility” on 
Expeditionary Units that will add what he will do next, the person added. 
about 5,000 Marines and thousands of The White House did not respond to 
sailors to the region.Israeli officials, requests for comment.Earlier in the 

day, Trump said the U.S. was 
in talks with Iran to end the 
war as diplomatic efforts DUBAI. (Agency) 
picked up and Iran issued a  Russian missile and drone strikesThe 
newly defiant statement. Trump administration has offered a 
Airstrikes battered the Islamic 15-point ceasefire plan to Iran, 
Republic while Iranian according to a person briefed on the 
missiles and drones targeted contours of the proposal, even as the 
Israel and sites across the U.S. military is preparing to call up at 
region.least 1,000 more troops to supplement 

Iran has denied that any some 50,000 troops already in the 
negotiations are taking place, region.The plan was submitted to Iran 
and Trump delayed his self-who have been advocating for by intermediaries from Pakistan, who 

imposed deadline for Iran to reopen the President Donald Trump to continue have offered to host renewed 
Strait of Hormuz. Tehran's chokehold the war against Iran, were taken by negotiations between Washington and 
on that crucial waterway has snarled surprise by the U.S. administration’s Tehran, according to the person, who 
international shipping, sent fuel prices submission of a ceasefire plan, the was not authorized to speak publicly 
skyrocketing and threatened the world person said.But with the U.S. taking about itThe New York Times reported 
economy.steps to send additional soldiers and earlier Tuesday that the 15-point plan 

kilometers) from Iran, which is about twice after separating from it, subsequently flies infrastructure such as radars.Medium-
as far as the top range Iran has declared that mostly under the influence of gravity to its range ballistic missiles have ranges of 
its ballistic missiles have. Parts of Western destination. The name refers to the about 600 to 1,800 miles (1,000 to 3,000 
Europe, Asia and Africa lie within a 2,500- characteristic arc of projectiles whose km). They are used to attack more strategic 
mile (4,000-km) radius of Iran, raising targets such as command and 
concerns about the vulnerability of these control centers where military 
areas.However, there's no evidence that leaders coordinate operations. 
Iran has developed a new type of missile or Intermediate-range ball is t ic  
that it can otherwise hit targets at the missiles operate over about 1,800 to 
longer range. Iran most likely modified an 3,400 miles (3,000 to 5,500 km), 
existing type of missile, but increasing a putting much larger geographical 
missile's range poses significant regions at risk.Intercontinental 
challenges. ballistic missiles, or ICBMs, have a 

Current and potential ranges of Iranian range of about 3,100 to 6,200 miles 
LOS ANGELES. (Agency)  

ballistic missiles (5,000 to 10,000 km), making it 
 Iran fired two ballistic missiles on March 20, 

The inner, dark gray area shows the range of possible to strike targets over an 
2026, at the Indian Ocean island of Diego 

Iran's current ballistic missile inventory. enormous area. These very long-
Garcia, which hosts a strategically 

The outer, light gray area shows the range weapons require multiple 
important joint US-UK military base, 

potential range if Iran were to modify its rocket stages. They fly very high, trajectories are largely shaped by gravity. according to US, UK and Israeli officials. 
top-of-the-line missile.A map of the exiting the atmosphere and entering into The range of these missiles is determined One missile broke apart during flight, and 
Middle East, Europe, North Africa and space, before arcing back toward Earth.At by the size of the rocket.Short-range the other appears to have been destroyed by 
Asia with two concentric areas extending the height of the Cold War, both the Soviet ballistic missiles can fly about 300 to 600 US missile defenses.
out from Iran Union and the United States had thousands miles (500 to 1,000 km) and can be Iran has denied responsibility for the 

of ICBMs armed with nuclear warheads Ballistic missile basics launched from mobile trucks. They are launches.
aimed at each other. A ballistic missile is launched on a rocket and, used for destroying key defensive Diego Garcia is about 2,500 miles (4,000 

own probes because they don't trust the an investigation."DHS said Tuesday that WASHINGTON.(Agency) The Justice Department in January said it 
federal government to investigate itself. Customs and Border Patrol is conducting was opening a federal civil rights  Minnesota officials sued the Trump 

its own internal investigation of the Pretti investigation into Pretti's killing but has "There has to be an investigation any time a administration on Tuesday for access to 
case. On Good, DHS said the matter said a similar federal probe was not federal agent or a state agent takes the life evidence they say they need to 
remains under investigation but that warranted in the killing of Good. The of a person in our community," Moriarty independently investigate three shootings 
footage shows Good impeded law said.The administration sent thousands of by federal officers, including the killings of 
enforcement operations and weaponized officers to the Minneapolis and St. Paul Renee Good and Alex Pretti.The lawsuit 
her vehicle, leading the officer to act in self-area for the immigration crackdown as part claims that the federal government reneged 
defense.Minnesota's lawsuit also demands of President Donald Trump's national on its promise to cooperate with state 
access to evidence in a third case — that of deportation campaign. The Department of investigations after the surge of federal law 
Julio Cesar Sosa-Celis, who was shot and Homeland Security considered its largest enforcement in Minneapolis. State officials 
wounded in his right thigh by a federal immigration enforcement operation ever a are seeking a court order demanding that 
agent in January.Federal officials initially success but it was staunchly criticized by the Trump administration comply."We are 
accused Sosa-Celis and another man of Minnesota's leaders who raised questions prepared to fight for transparency and 
beating an Immigration and Customs over officers' conduct.There continues to accountability that the federal government 
Enforcement officer with a broom handle be fallout from Operation Metro Surge in is desperate to avoid," Hennepin County 
and a snow shovel. But federal prosecutors the form of a Homeland Security Attorney Mary Moriarty told reporters. decision in Good's case marked a sharp 
later dropped all charges against the men, shutdown, as Democrats in Congress hold The lawsuit marks an escalation in the clash departure from past administrations, 
and authorities opened a criminal up funding in an effort to secure restraints between Minnesota leaders and the Trump which moved quickly to investigate 
investigation into whether two immigration on Trump's immigration agenda.administration over the investigations into shootings of civilians by law enforcement 
officers lied under oath about the An email seeking comment was sent to the high-profile shootings by federal officials for potential civil rights offenses.
s h o o t i n g . B o t h  o f f i c e r s  a r e  o n  Justice Department. A DHS spokesperson officers that sparked public outcry and Deputy Attorney General Todd Blanche has 
administrative leave as ICE and DOJ said in an email Tuesday that all shootings protests. The Trump administration has said that the department's Civil Rights 
conduct a joint review, DHS said Tuesday, are reviewed by an appropriate law suggested that Minnesota officials don't Division does not investigate every law 
adding in a statement that ICE is committed enforcement agency, followed by an have jurisdiction to investigate, but state enforcement shooting and that there have 
to transparency and accountability.independent review within the agency.officials insist they need to conduct their to be circumstances and facts that "warrant 

Minnesota sues Trump administration over shootings, 
including deaths of Alex Pretti and Renee Good

DUBAI.(Agency) 
As the Middle East grapples with weeks of war-driven 

devastation, another crisis is now looming large over 
the region. A powerful and potentially dangerous 
weather system is set to hit the region starting 
Wednesday, threatening widespread disruption 
across the United Arab Emirates (UAE) southern 
Iran, eastern Iraq and other neighbouring countries.

Not A Normal Phenomenon For Region
Middle East region is typically defined by arid 

conditions for most of the year. But meteorologists 
are warning of unusually intense rainfall in the next 
few days. Projections by some models are suggesting 
totals that could far exceed annual averages. The 
system is so large that some areas could see between 
100 mm and 500 mm of precipitation in the next three 
days, raising serious concerns about catastrophic 
flash flooding.

The storm is expected to peak on Thursday and Friday. 
It is being driven by a deep trough anchored over 
Egypt and Saudi Arabia, merging with a cut-off low 
moving in from the eastern Mediterranean toward 
Jordan and Iraq. Adding to its intensity, a potent 
shortwave trough from Italy is set to amplify the 
system, tilting it negatively over Saudi Arabia and 
pulling in moisture from the Red Sea via a 
strengthening jet stream.This combination is likely to 
trigger severe thunderstorms across Qatar, Bahrain, 
the UAE and southwest Iran. A surface low over Iraq 
could further prolong the system, bringing heavy 
snowfall to higher elevations.

Likely Devastation For Urban Centers
Dubai currently sits at the center of concern. The city 

typically receives around 100 mm of rainfall 
annually, but European weather models are 
projecting between 76 mm and 152 mm or more 
within just 24 to 48 hours. Similar risks loom over 
Abu Dhabi, Sharjah and key ports near the Strait of 
Hormuz, which are already under strain due to 
ongoing conflict.

Second Set Of  Rare Gorilla 
Twins Born In Congo's 
Virunga Park: 
"Extraordinary Event"

world.(Agency) 
Conservationists are celebrating the birth of a second 

set of rare mountain gorilla twins in the Democratic 
Republic of Congo's Virunga National Park within 
just two months, the Guardian reported. This time, a 
male and a female infant have been spotted in the 
Baraka family -- a group of 19 mountain gorillas that 
inhabit the region's high-altitude rainforests. 

This event follows another set of male twins born on 
January 3, 2026, to a 22-year-old mother named 
Mafuko in the Bageni family. Now 11 weeks old, the 
infants are said to be thriving. Rangers note that other 
members of the troop are providing added support to 
the mother, a behaviour often seen in cohesive gorilla 
groups. Authorities believe such twin births are more 
likely when females are in strong physical condition.

Jacques Katutu, Head of Gorilla Monitoring at Virunga 
National Park, said, "Two instances of twin births 
within 3 months is an extraordinary event and 
provides another vital indicator that dedicated 
conservation efforts, which have continued despite 
the current instability in eastern Congo, continue to 
support the growth of the endangered mountain 
gorilla population within Virunga National Park."

Notably, twin births are extremely uncommon among 
mountain gorillas, accounting for just around 1% of 
all births. Caring for twins poses a unique challenge, 
especially during the early months when infants are 
completely dependent on their mother for 
nourishment and transport. Following the birth, 
additional monitoring and protection measures will 
be deployed to closely observe the twins and support 
their health and survival during this critical early 
period.Conservation efforts, particularly specialised 
veterinary care, have been critical to the subspecies' 
recovery. Across Rwanda, Uganda, and the DRC, 
organisations like Gorilla Doctors have helped 
prevent numerous deaths by treating injuries often 
caused by human activity, including freeing gorillas 
caught in poachers' snares.
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political signal. It allows the government THE decision by Himachal Pradesh Chief 
to claim the moral high ground without Minister Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu to defer a 
disturbing welfare schemes or confronting portion of salaries of ministers, MLAs and 
entrenched expenditure patterns. Fiscal senior bureaucrats is being projected as a 
prudence demands uncomfortable gesture of austerity. In reality, it is a stark 
decisions: rationalising subsidies, admission of the deep fiscal stress confronting 
expanding the tax base and prioritising Himachal Pradesh. While politically symbolic, 
growth-oriented capital investment. the move offers little by way of substantive 
Without these, temporary fixes risk relief to a strained exchequer. The numbers tell 
becoming a recurring feature of their own story. With 50% of the Chief 
governance.The episode also raises a Minister’s salary, 30% of the ministers’ pay and 
larger question about the fragility of hill 20% of the legislators’ earnings deferred for six 
states within the federal fiscal framework. months, the savings will be marginal when 
Heavy reliance on Central assistance compared to a revenue deficit that is in the range 
leaves them vulnerable to policy shifts of Rs 8,000-10,000 crore. The crisis is not 
beyond their control. A more predictable sudden; it is structural. The withdrawal of the 
and equitable system of transfers is Revenue Deficit Grant by the Centre has 
essential to ensure stability. Ultimately, exposed the state’s longstanding dependence on 
deferring salaries may buy the government federal transfers. Meanwhile, committed 

little room for manoeuvre.In such a scenario, salary time. It will not, however, buy it fiscal expenditures — salaries, pensions and interest 
deferment is less an economic solution and more a resilience. That will require embracing reform.payments — continue to dominate the budget, leaving 

The Gulf  and illusion 
of  its proxy security

The need for balance

Himachal’s austerity optics: Salary deferment signals stress, not reform

The Gulf is unlikely to ever be the same again. Not 
after this war is over. This shallow, roughly 1,000-
kilometre-long semi-enclosed sea in West Asia is 
being redefined in a manner unimaginable since 
US President Jimmy Carter articulated a doctrine 
in 1980 that placed the Gulf at the centre of 
American strategic interests.

As we long learnt as students of international 
relations, the so-called stability of the Persian Gulf 
rested on a fundamental assumption: that 
American power could underwrite regional 
stability without fundamentally destabilising it. 
This was the logic of what might be called 
‘outsourced security’—a system in which local 
regimes ceded strategic autonomy in exchange for 
protection. The US-Israel war on Iran has now 
exposed a central paradox of contemporary 
geopolitics: in an era of precision warfare and 
asymmetric retaliation, proximity to a hegemonic 
superpower does not guarantee security. It can 
generate exposure and intensify vulnerabilities. 
The Gulf states find themselves at the centre of this 
contradiction. What the ongoing war has done is 
expose the promise of American security 
guarantees for what they always were: contingent, 
transactional and ultimately indifferent to the 
vulnerabilities they created. The Gulf states are 
not the central actors of this war. But they are its 
most consequential geography: economically, 
strategically and politically.

The Gulf is often treated as a monolithic strategic 
bloc. It is not.Saudi Arabia has long viewed Iran as 
its principal rival. Yet, it also understands the risks 
of systemic collapse across the Gulf. The prospect 
of regime change in Tehran does not promise 
stability; it raises the specter of fragmentation. The 
memory of the Abqaiq attacks in 2019 continues to 
shape Saudi risk assessments: those strikes 
temporarily knocked out 5.7 million barrels a day 
of Saudi output or more than 5 percent of global oil 
supply. Vulnerability cannot be entirely mitigated, 
only managed. That lesson was not lost on the 
generation of technocrats now running Vision 
2030—no sovereign wealth fund survives a 
regional conflagration.The United Arab Emirates 
and Qatar present a different face of the same 
fragility. Dubai, emblematic of globalised 
urbanism, was designed as a node of flows: 
capital, labour, logistics; a Singapore for the Arab 
world. But flows reverse under conditions of risk. 
With expatriates accounting for roughly 88 
percent of residents, the UAE’s success depends 
on perception, and war alters perception with an 
efficiency that no marketing budget can counter. 
Dubai’s dream of replacing Singapore as the 
destination for expats is on the verge of 
vapourising.Qatar’s position is even more 
complex. As host to major US military 
installations and a long-standing interlocutor with 
Iran, Doha has cultivated calibrated engagement 
as a substitute for strategic depth; it has hosted 
quiet dialogue, including that between the Taliban 
and Western world. But mediation requires space, 
and war compresses it. As aviation routes are 
disrupted and energy infrastructure is targeted, 
Qatar’s role as a connector state is under intense 
pressure. In Bahrain, external vulnerability 
intersects with internal fragility in ways that 
neither the ruling family nor its Saudi patrons can 
fully manage. Meanwhile, Oman and Kuwait 
persist in ambiguity; Oman’s long-standing role as 
a diplomatic intermediary reflects not idealism, 
but a hard-won realism about the limits of 
alignment.At the heart of this crisis lies, as we 
know, a fundamental paradox and structural irony 
that the Gulf’s rulers have long understood but 
preferred not to articulate: the arrangements built 
to deter attack have become the very reason to 
mount one. The bases that reassure them also make 
them targets. The weapons purchases that signal 
commitment also signal targeting coordinates. 
The Gulf states invested heavily in American 
security guarantees—and those guarantees are 
now part of what makes them exposed.The Gulf’s 
model of development has been built on the 
assumption that economic interdependence 
mitigates geopolitical risk. 

Bhagat Singh believed that Gandhi’s path of  non-violence supported the semi-hegemonic state in India

powers dividing the economies and resources of weaker Monetary Fund was created to ensure the stability of the THE assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand of 
nations to fulfil their own needs. Russia, which has international monetary system; the WHO’s objective was Austria in June 1914 is considered one of the pivotal 
limitless land, wants Ukraine, which it lost with the to coordinate international public health; UNICEF, incidents leading to the start of the First World War. The 
collapse of the USSR. Ukraine is rich in terms of its UNESCO, etc., I could go on — organisations and primary underlying cause of the war was that the 
people, its land, nuclear resources and access to the sea, institutions through which the leadership of the time ‘Central Powers’ (Germany, Austria-Hungary and the 
and Russia wants it. The opportunity to attack came in sought to mend the injuries and errors of the past.Ottoman Empire) were late to embark on worldwide 

Great leadership was also found — Harry S. Truman anticipation of NATO expanding its influence to imperial expansion and colonisation which was 
implemented the Marshall Plan to rebuild Europe and led Russia’s borders via Ukraine. NATO also sees the same dominated by the UK and France.Germany, under 
the US after the Second World War. Britain’s Winston opportunity in Ukraine and wants to divide its resources, Kaiser Wilhelm II, had ambitions to set up an empire, 
Churchill not only led during the war but was critical in with the Americans clearly asking for war and this led to tensions and conflict. The rest, as they say, 
forming the post-war order, including coining the term compensation. The old song and dance of war is the is history. The total military and civilian casualties are 
‘Iron Curtain’. Charles de Gaulle founded the Fifth result.Venezuela, with its vast oil reserves, was easy estimated at 15-22 million in the war which lasted four 

Republic and transformed France from a years (1914-18). Hostilities ended formally with 
defeated nation into a dominant European the signing of the Treaty of Versailles. But alas, 
power. Joseph Stalin led the USSR in becoming human memory is intemperate, for not a year goes 
a  superpower,  bes ides  i t s  pos t -war  by when violence does not visit some corner of the 
reconstruction and the establishment of the globe.
Eastern Bloc.Their political leanings were As in the case of individuals, poor countries do not 
diverse, but they were great leaders for their fight each other, except in a few cases where 
nations. Today, the world seems to have development is still at the tribal stage. It is the 
regressed to the early 20th century, with leaders wealthy, developed, militarily strong countries 
openly talking of ‘taking’ and ‘destroying’ which either fight each other or try to colonise poor 
countries — where exactly is the moral compass but resource-rich nations. Religion and race also 
of our time?Most of the organisations mentioned play an important role, usually not upfront but 
above have been allowed to decay over time and under some disguise. How much land does a man or 
are today skeletons and mere shadows of their a country need? Is it ever enough, or is it that the 
former selves. The US displays total hegemony more powerful you grow, the greater is your 
and refuses to acknowledge even its own age-old appetite?

After World War I, Germany, Japan and Italy (the allies in NATO. Global trade agreements are a 
Axis powers, as they came to be known) gradually thing of the past, with the US unilaterally 
developed into powerful nations with large imposing tariffs and individual nations forming 
resources of their own, but they sought to conquer trade alliances to survive. China and Russia are 
Europe, North Africa, the Pacific Islands and Asia. marching to their own drumbeat, carving out pieces of the pickings for the US. Cuba and Greenland are next on the 
Powerful countries need to be on the move, the status globe for their profit. Then there are the technology list. It’s no secret that Israel wants to reshape the Middle 
quo is never enough: more land, more resources, more oligarchs with unimaginable funds and resources at their East, while Iran has its own plan. As in the case of Russia 
wealth to be looted, more men and women need to be disposal to implement their personal vision… power is launching a pre-emptive strike against Ukraine, the 
enslaved. This led to the Second World War and the loss concentrated in the hands of a few like never before, and Americans and Israelis launched an all-out attack on Iran 
of millions of lives and destruction of cities and as Lord Acton said, “power tends to corrupt and absolute to prevent it from developing a nuclear bomb and 
countries…the losses in WWII were far greater than power corrupts absolutely”. The list of names in the intercontinental ballistic missiles.
those in WWI. Epstein files clearly demonstrates moral bankruptcy. The Gulf states, rich in oil money, are beholden to the US 

Today, the race is for securing rare earth minerals, supply Balance across nations needs to be restored.As the great for protection and are therefore suffering as collateral 
chains and end-to-end value chain of mining these powers play their games, they will suck other nations into damage, just as the global economy is suffering due to 
minerals, processing them and then manufacturing the whirlpool of war. It is time for us to find our own Iran’s asymmetrical warfare and response.
magnets. The vast economies of the US and China need In the past, hope came after the dust of war settled with strategic direction keeping our old allies in mind and also 
them, just as they need more energy to run their massive treaties and organisations: the UN, founded as the forming new alliances to secure the nation. India has 
data centres. Everything is valued in terms of GDP successor to the League of Nations, was created to always punched above its weight in shaping international 
growth, so companies need to grow and the competition primarily maintain international peace and security; the opinion and direction. Today, we need to find our voice of 
is intense and cut-throat. What begins with private World Bank Group (originally International Bank for balance and moral integrity and ensure that it resonates 
industry spills over into the political arena and soon Reconstruction and Development) was established to both internally and in our foreign relations. This is critical 
enough the armies are engaged. help redevelop Europe and Japan after WWII; the WTO in order to navigate through these troubled times as we 

From the “cutting of the Chinese Melon” to the “scramble (originally GATT, General Treaty on Tariffs & Trade) are threatened both economically and in our 
for Africa”, history is replete with examples of the great was designed to reduce trade barriers; the International internal/external security by regional conflict and war.

It’s imperative for India to find its own strategic direction amid troubled times

that "the sword of revolution is sharpened at the of Position.These days, debates on the West Asian crisis point is that hegemony cannot be established without BHAGAT SINGH was not only one of lndia's greatest 
whetstone of thought."Already by the end of1928, he and bandy about the concept of "hegemony" to explain regime change.That's why today's Iranians are being freedom fighters and revolutionary socialists, but also 
his comrades had accepted Socialism as the final Trump-Netanyahu's strategic aims. But the fact is that subject to the stark dilemma — accept US-Israeli one of its early Marxist thinkers and ideologues. 
objective of their activities and changed the name of their US-Israel must first convincingly dominate or beat hegemony and survive, or embrace martyrdom.Let us Unfortunately, this last aspect is relatively unknown 
organisation from the Hindustan Republican Association Iranian society into submission and carry out regime now examine Gramsci's third key concept, the 'War of with the result that all sorts of reactionaries, 
to Hindustan Socialist Republican Association. From Position', and its relevance for India. Gramsci obscurantists and communalists have been wrongly and 
now on, it is asserted, even before his arrest in June 1929 realised that while the Bolshevik Revolution may dishonestly trying to utilise, for their own politics and 
and definitely after, Bhagat Singh's "furious march have been a suitable strategy to violently seize ideologies, the name and fame of Bhagat Singh and his 
towards the acquisition and mastery of Marxism" power from the Russian monarchy in crisis, this comrades, including Chander Shekhar Azad.”Thus 
continued unabated.But what sort of Marxism did strategy was not relevant for the capitalist modern wrote my remarkable teacher and mentor, Professor 
Bhagat Singh imbibe from his readings? Did this state in the West.Bipan Chandra, in his introduction to Bhagat Singh's 
Marxism help him in any way to get some insight into the twenty-page pamphlet, 'Why I Am an Atheist', Surveying the scene of world politics in the 1920s, 
contemporary politics of Indian nationalism, working discovered by Punjabi poet Amarjit Chandan in 1979. Gramsci came to the conclusion that Gandhi in India 
class movements and the immediate historical social was experimenting with such a strategy. This was In the last 40 years, this historical evaluation of Bhagat 
reality around him?A mastery of Marxism that is merely appropriate, Gramsci felt, as the Indian colonial Singh has acquired the power of unquestionable fact, if 
an exercise in the appropriation of textual discourse must state, unlike the Russian feudal absolutist state, was not dogma. Multiple editions of his "Jail Notebook" 
remain a "Brahmanical Marxism", unless it helps party a sort of semi-hegemonic state where millions had have been published to impress upon the reading public, 
intellectuals engage dispassionately with the social already given their consent to their colonial that the book opens a window into his exploration of 
reality of their times by constructing a framework of masters.Bhagat Singh, however, believed that ideas of distinguished thinkers and philosophers. change. Once a nation or society gives its consent or is 
"practising theory".Who, then, should be or can be called Gandhi was the stumbling block in the path of his desired "However," writes Harish Puri, historian of the Ghadar forced to give its consent to be ruled by another social 
a Marxist thinker? This question brings Antonio violent revolution, and that his path of non-violence Movement, "the perfunctory references to the sources or group, can hegemony be established. This is always a 
Gramsci, the Italian intellectual, to mind, who, just like supported the semi-hegemonic state in India. For books from which these notes and quotes were taken very difficult and critical moment in the life of a defeated 
Bhagat Singh, and at the same time, was spending his example, how happy was our great poet Rabindranath have left a rather perplexing question mark with regard people.For example, the sullen Indian rebels of the 1857 
days in Fascist Mussolini's jail. Gramsci was imprisoned Tagore when the British authorities bestowed upon him to the authentic source. That is, from which editions of Mutiny, after their defeat by British forces and Sikh 
in 1926, and remained in prison until shortly before his the Knighthood? How many zaildars and numberdars in which books, by which particular authors, were these troops, were persuaded to accept the hegemony of the 
death in 1937.The story of his jail days is no less poignant Punjab — the eyes and ears of the colonial state in the taken? As a result, fantastic claims and wild speculation British Raj when they saw their elite was incorporated 
than that of Bhagat Singh's tortuous hunger strikes. But villages — were thrilled to receive sanads of recognition have been made by admiring scholars about the books into the Raj.Sir Sayyid Ahmad Khan — newly honoured 
even under these conditions, he continued his reading from a British deputy collector.That's why during the and works of great thinkers that Bhagat Singh was able with the Knight Commander of the Order of the Star of 
and writing work to solve the concrete problems of anti-Simon demonstrations, Bhagat Singh and his to study in jail."From 1925-28, Bhagat Singh read lndia by the British Government in 1888 —was brought 
international revolutionary movement, its setbacks and comrades put the blame of the lathi-charge on Lala voraciously, devouring particular books on the Russian in to accept the suzerainty of the new rulers.He 
v i c t o r i e s . D u r i n g  h i s  s t u d i e s ,  G r a m s c i  Lajpat Rai on British officer James Scott, but were blind Revolution and the Soviet Union, even though getting advocated a pro-British stance among Indian Muslims, 
developed/invented three main new concepts that to the fact that it were the jawans of Punjab Police who hold of such books must have been a difficult task. No believing that cooperation or the acceptance of British 
constitute his “practicing theory or praxis". The three had beaten him up. Tolstoy's observation in his letter to doubt, in the 1920s, Bhagat Singh was one of the most hegemony was essential for the community's progress. 
concepts are: political hegemony/cultural hegemony; Gandhi is insightful. "Not the English, the Indians have well-read persons in India on revolutionary movements. Those Muslims who refused to reconcile were either 
subaltern or hegemonised groups of society; and the War enslaved themselves," he said.He asserted during his trial before the Lahore High Court marginalised or sent to Kalapani — the Andamans. The 

Why Bhagat Singh was not a Marxist thinker

Fiscal prudence demands uncomfortable decisions: rationalising subsidies, expanding the tax base and prioritising growth-oriented capital investment
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The Sikh Times
Maligaon, 25th March: In a significant

step towards modernising onboard ameni-
ties and enhancing passenger comfort,
Northeast Frontier Railway (NFR) has intro-
duced upgraded linen services in two of its
Premium long-distance trains Agartala –
Anand Vihar Terminal Tejas Express and
Dibrugarh–New Delhi Rajdhani Express.
This initiative reaffirms its commitment to
delivering a cleaner, more comfortable and
enhanced travel experience for passengers.
The Agartala–Anand Vihar Terminal Tejas
Express has been equipped with upgraded
bedrolls featuring specially designed, supe-
rior-quality linen with ef fect from 23rd
March 2026. This significant upgrade is
aimed at ensuring enhanced cleanliness and
improved hygiene. It also provides a more
comfortable and refreshing journey for pas-
sengers availing premium services.  The
Dibrugarh – New Delhi Rajdhani Express
has also been equipped with upgraded
bedrolls in its AC coaches from 24th March
2026 covering both 1st AC and 2nd AC class-
es. Passengers are being provided with stan-

dardized, high-quality bedrolls
that are specially designed for
enhanced comfort and quality.
NFR emphasised that such ini-
tiatives reflect its commitment
to enhancing passenger comfort
and ser vice standards. The
upgraded bedrolls of fer
improved uniformity, durability
and hygiene, particularly bene-
fiting long-distance overnight
travellers. Passengers have
expressed great delight at the
initiative and conveyed their sin-
cere appreciation for such
thoughtful, passenger focused
improvements by NFR. The
introduction of the upgraded
bedroll service is in line with
Indian Railways’ vision of ensur-
ing a safe, clean, and traveller-
friendly travel environment.
NFR continues to undertake
progressive initiatives, reaffirm-
ing its focus on service excel-
lence and customer satisfaction.

NFR Upgraded Quality of Bedroll to Enhance
Comfort and Hygiene in Premium Trains
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importance of Test cricket, calling it the like India, England, Australia and South NEW DELHI. (Agency)  
strongest format of the game despite the Africa, Test cricket will always remain The debate around the Indian Premier 
growing popularity of T20 leagues. special, pointing out that young players still League's Impact Player rule continues to 

aspire to succeed in the longest format.gather momentum, but former India captain 
Ganguly also spoke about the rapid Sourav Ganguly has made it clear that the 

financial growth of the IPL, especially regulation is unlikely to be scrapped 
amid reports of Rajasthan Royals being anytime soon.Responding to criticism from 
valued at USD 1.63 billion in a potential India's T20 vice-captain and Delhi Capitals 
deal led by US-based entrepreneur Kal captain Axar Patel, who recently said the 
Somani. He described the figures as rule hampers the growth of all-rounders, 
mind-blowing and said the league is set Ganguly acknowledged that opinions may 
to scale even greater heights as it differ but insisted that the rule is here to 
expands globally, including into the stay.Impact Player rule, I think it's going to 
United States.stay. When I was the president of BCCI, it 

had already come in. So, this is here to stay. Looking ahead to the new season, 
"I think Test cricket is the real format because Someone will like it, someone will not," Ganguly highlighted several young players 

one has to bowl 20 to 25 overs in one day. Ganguly said on the sidelines of an to watch, including Jammu and Kashmir 
Bowling four overs in a T20 match is a lot event.The Impact Player rule allows teams pacer Auqib Nabi, who has impressed in 
easier. T20 cricket is the least challenging in to substitute a player from a list of five at any domestic cricket. He also named Yashasvi 
terms of quality. But T20 cricket is the stage of a match, adding tactical flexibility Jaiswal, Abhishek Sharma, Tilak Varma, 
format which brings in people. It is just for but also changing the traditional role of all- Washington Sundar and Suryakumar Yadav 
three hours in the evening full of sixes and rounders in T20 cricket.Ganguly also as part of a talnted young group making its 
fours," he said.He added that in countries reiterated his strong views on the mark.

New Delhi. (Agency)  Donovan Ferreira, or bring in a specialist 
like Vignesh Puthur, who showed promise All the talk of a takeover, and we almost 
last season.There is added versatility in the forgot there is still a season of the Indian 
fast-bowling attack, too. Jofra Archer is Premier League to be played this year. 
expected to lead the charge, but they have Rajasthan Royals are back, albeit in a new 
surrounded him with options by retaining avatar, for the 2026 edition of the IPL. But 
Nandre Burger, Kwena Maphaka and the question remains: is this the year they 
Tushar Deshpande.can get back into the title picture?For so 

many years, the Royals and Sanju Samson At the auction, they also brought in Sushant 
have been a familiar sight. But now the Mishra, a left-arm fast bowler from 
latter has moved on, and in comes Ravindra Jharkhand who finished as the joint-

combination, one capable of taking the game 
Jadeja, the only active cricketer from the highest wicket-taker in the Syed Mushtaq 

away from even the best attacks in the 
original 2008 side that won the title under Ali Trophy last season for the eventual 

opposition. In the seven games the pair 
Shane Warne.The franchise decided to champions.

opened together, they accumulated 422 runs 
RR'S WEAKNESSmove on from Samson and appointed Riyan 

at a run rate of 12.17 runs per over, the 
Parag, a player they have backed since he Leadership has to be the biggest area of 

second-highest among openers last season. 
was 17, as their new captain. They head into concern for the Royals. Riyan Parag has 

There is little reason to believe they will not 
a new era both on and off the field, but the experience of leading the side and has 

continue where they left off.Spin is another 
question remains whether they can finally captained teams in the domestic circuit, but 

key area of strength. The acquisitions of 
crack the code this season. the question remains whether he is ready to 

Ravi Bishnoi and Ravindra Jadeja give them 
rise to the challenge at this level.Last RR'S STRENGTHS

additional firepower that they have lacked 
Arguably, the best thing going for the season, they lost four games in the league 

since the era of Yuzvendra Chahal and 
Rajasthan Royals is their stacked top order. stage by close margins. They will need to 

Ravichandran Ashwin. But it does not stop 
Yashasvi Jaiswal and Vaibhav Suryavanshi show this season that it is not a recurring 

there. Should they need more overs of spin, 
at the top have shown signs of being a lethal theme.

they can turn to the likes of Riyan Parag and 

IPL 2026 preview: Can a reimagined Rajasthan 
Royals get it right under Riyan Parag

NEW DELHI. (Agency)  
For years, that line could have been stitched to 

Virat Kohli’s IPL story. No matter how many 
runs he piled on, no matter how many chases 
he finished, there was always a sense that the 
final act was missing.There is something 
different about Kohli heading into IPL 2026.

For the longest time, Kohli carried the IPL like 
unfinished business. Every season added 
runs, centuries, and moments, but not the 
one thing that mattered. The trophy. That gap 
defined conversations around him, fairly or 
unfairly.With Royal Challengers Bengaluru 

finally getting their hands on the IPL title in 
2025, that long chase is done. The burden 
that quietly followed Kohli every April and 
May has been lifted. And that changes 
everything.Because if there’s one pattern 
cricket fans have learnt over the years, it is 
this. A free Kohli is a dangerous Kohli. 
When he is not chasing validation or 
silencing questions, he tends to play his most 
natural, most ruthless cricket.

And now, for the first time in years, there is 
very little left for him to prove.No 
unfinished IPL business. No T20I career to 
manage. No Test commitments. Just ODI 
cricket at the international level, and the IPL 
with RCB. A trimmed schedule, a clearer 
mind, and a version of Kohli that could be 
playing purely on instinct.That is exactly 
what makes IPL 2026 a slightly scary 
prospect for the rest of the league.

NO INTERNATIONAL PRESSURE NOW
Kohli’s career has entered a phase where 

choice has replaced compulsion. Having 
stepped away from T20Is and Tests, his 
international calendar is now largely built 
around ODIs. And even there, he is not 
slowing down.

NEW DELHI. (Agency)  cricket was becoming something else Kuki Investments, associated with 
entirely. Bollywood actress Shilpa Shetty and In January 2008, someone, or several 

her husband Raj Kundra, also at And then there was Rajasthan.someones, made one of the shrewdest, 
11.7%. On paper, Badale was the murkiest investments in the history of sport. The winning bid came in at $67 million, 
public face, a credible tech investor For $67 million, they acquired the rights to a the floor of the market. The entity that 
with a cricket academy in his past. In cricket franchise in Rajasthan, a desert state won was Emerging Media, a 
reality, Modi’s family loomed largest, with no great cricketing tradition, no subs id iary  of  the  UK-based  
fueling whispers of conflict: the IPL glamorous city centre, and no obvious technology group Blenheim Chalcot, 
commissioner allegedly backdooring commercial appeal. It was the cheapest of the f ron ted  by  a  Br i t i sh - Ind ian  
his  kin  into  a  f ranchise  he eight original IPL franchises. Nobody else e n t r e p r e n e u r  n a m e d  M a n o j  
oversaw.Modi had personally wanted it at that price.Eighteen years later, Badale.The Labyrinth in the 
designed the tournament, run the that same franchise sold for USD 1.63 DesertFrom the very beginning, 
auction, and recruited the franchise billion. That is a return of over 2,300%. But nothing about Rajasthan Royals' 
owners. He had also, investigators the story of how that money was made and, ownership was straightforward. The 
would later allege, ensured that his power settled into EM Sporting Holdings more importantly, who it was made for and franchise agreement wasn't signed by 

family held a majority stake in one of the Ltd, a Mauritius-based vehicle designed for how the ownership was structured is one of Emerging Media.The official franchise 
eight teams he oversaw. The Rajasthan opacity.Here’s where the plot thickened into the most convoluted, scandal-ridden, legally agreeent with the BCCI was signed on April 
Royals were not just cheap. They were, from a labyrinth. EM Sporting had many partners. contested tales in cricket history.The Murky 14, nearly three months after the auction, by 
the first day, controversial.When the Foreign Tresco International Ltd, controlled by BeginningIn January 2008, the BCCI Jaipur IPL Cricket Pvt Ltd. This entity was 
Investment Promotion Board tried to Suresh Chellaram, Lalit Modi’s own brother-auctioned off eight brand-new IPL franchises incorporated after the auction was won.At 
scrutinise the ownership in 2009, it asked one in-law, commanded a whopping 44.2% to the highest bidder. Mumbai went for $111 that precise moment, JICPL’s share register 
question that nobody could answer cleanly: stake, making it the single largest million. Chennai fetched $91 million. listed just two names: Ranjit Barthakur and 
how did Badale pay $5 million in earnest shareholder. Badale’s Emerging Media IPL Kolkata, Bangalore, Delhi, Hyderabad, Fraser Castellino, each holding 5,000 shares. 
money on behalf of a company that didn't yet Ltd held 32.4%. Blue Water Estate, linked to Punjab commanded premiums. The bidding Shortly after signing, the shares flipped: 
exist? When the BCCI investigated further in Lachlan Murdoch (son of media mogul rooms crackled with Bollywood money, Castellino transferred his shares by October 
2010 and discovered shareholders .Rupert), took 11.7%. Rounding it out was industrial dynasties, and the vibe that Indian 2008, Barthakur by January 2009. The real 

SPORTS

in July, pending medical clearance and 
receipt of his International Transfer 
Certificate and P-1 visa," read the statement 
from the MLS club.The former France 
international, who made 137 appearances 
and scored 44 goals for his country, was part 
of the team that lifted the 2018 World Cup 
and 2021 UEFA Nations League. He made a 
record 84 consecutive appearances for 
France over a seven-year span from 2017.

WHAT DID GRIEZMANN SAY AFTER 
MLS MOVE?

Griezmann said that he could feel a clear vision 
with the club about the future and that was BERLIN. (Agency)    
the turning point for him.“I am very excited Orlando City have signed forward Antoine 
to begin this next chapter of my career with Griezmann from LaLiga club Atletico 
Orlando City,” said Griezmann. “From my Madrid on a contract beginning in July 2026, 
first conversations with the Club, I could feel both clubs confirmed on Tuesday. 
a strong ambition and a clear vision for the Griezmann, Atletico's all-time leading 
future, and that really spoke to me. I look scorer, has agreed a deal with the Major 
forward to making Orlando my new home, League Soccer club that runs through the enjoyed his most successful spell at Atletico, World Cup winner Antoine Griezmann from 
meeting the supporters, feeling the energy at 2027-28 season, with an option for the 2028- where he scored 211 goals in all competitions Atltico de Madrid of Spain’s LaLiga. The 
Inter&Co Stadium, and giving everything I 29 campaign. and won the Spanish Super Cup in 2014 as French attacker has signed a contract with the 
have to help the team achieve great things,” MLS: FULL COVERAGE well as the Europa League and UEFA Super Club beginning July 2026 and extending 
said Griezmann.With the move, Griezmann The 35-year-old Frenchman has scored 298 Cup in 2018.He has recorded 13 goals and through the 2027-28 season, with an option 
will be joining former teammate and Inter goals and provided 132 assists in 792 four assists in all competitions this season. for 2028-29. Griezmann will join the Lions 
Miami star Lionel Messi as one of the star professional appearances for Atletico, as a Designated Player when Major League "Orlando City SC announced today it has 
names in the league.Barcelona and Real Sociedad. Griezmann Soccer’s secondary transfer window opens signed global soccer icon and 2018 FIFA 

Griezmann joins ex-Barcelona teammate 
Messi in MLS, signs for Orlando City

IPL Impact Player rule to stay, says Sourav 
Ganguly after Axar Patel's criticism

CHANDIGARH. (Agency)  
Former India cricketer Mohammad Kaif has 

urged Kolkata Knight Riders captain Ajinkya 
Rahane to take a leaf out of Virat Kohli's book, 
highlighting how the Royal Challengers 
Bengaluru star transformed his game against 
spin to silence critics.Kaif pointed out that 
Kohli, once questioned for his strike rate 
against spin, responded by expanding his range 
of strokes and adopting a more aggressive 
approach. According to Kaif, Rahane must 
undergo a similar evolution if he is to remain 
effective in the fast-changing demands of T20 
cricket.Virat Kohli was in a similar situation. 
His strike rate was going down against 
spinners. He shut everyone's mouth by 
attacking the spinners and inventing new shots. 
Rahane just has the slog sweep against 
spinners. He needs to work on his power-
hitting down the ground. He has to increase his 
range of shots against spinners, as Virat Kohli 

has done. Virat Kohli has set a great example 
for everyone, and Rahane can also learn from 
it," Kaif said.Rahane, who led Kolkata Knight 
Riders in the previous season, showed 
glimpses of form but failed to convert starts 
into match-winning performances. Kaif 
stressed that the veteran batter's inability to 
push beyond scores of 30s and 40s remains a 
concern, particularly against spin-heavy 
attacks."Rahane got the team off to good starts 
last season. If you look at the entire campaign, 
he scored around 30-40 in almost every match, 
but he did not have a single Man of the Match 
award. So, that question mark is still there with 
Rahane. 30s and 40s are fine, but he gets out as 
soon as the spinners come in," he addedKaif 
also raised questions over Rahane's 
appointment as captain, suggesting that the 
decision appeared to have been made late 
during the auction process. He hinted that KKR 
may have initially been looking at a long-term 
leadership option before eventually turning to 
Rahane's experience.

Virat Kohli has set a great 
example: Kaif urges Rahane 

to learn from RCB star

New Delhi. (Agency)  
 Former England captain Geoffrey Boycott 

launched a blistering attack on the England 
and Wales Cricket Board (ECB), calling for 
sweeping changes in the wake of England's 
humiliating 4-1 defeat in the Ashes in 
Australia.In a strongly worded column, 
Boycott criticised the ECB's decision to 
retain head coach Brendon McCullum and 
managing director Rob Key after a review of 
the disastrous tour. He questioned the lack of 
accountability at the top level, suggesting 
that "most of the ECB hierarchy should be 
sacked" for presiding over one of England's 
poorest Ashes campaigns in recent 
memory.Boycott did not hold back in his 
assessment of the leadership, branding 
McCullum and Key as "incompetent" and 
accusing them of having "sabotaged" 
England's chances in Australia. He also took 
aim at ECB chief executive Richard Gould, 
questioning his judgment in persisting with 
the current leadership group despite clear 
failings.Like me, cricket supporters will be 
asking how McCullum and Key could make 
so many bad decisions on the Australian tour 
and yet the chief executive of English cricket 

decides there is no need to make any changes. 
Where is the accountability?" Boycott wrote.

While acknowledging McCullum's role in 
transforming England into an aggressive and 
entertaining side, Boycott argued that the 
approach had led to complacency within the 
squad. He warned that the emphasis on a 
"free-spirited" environment had removed the 
competitive edge required to succeed in Test 
cricket.In trying to create a free-spirited 
team, he has made them too comfortable and 
complacent. They know they will not get 
dropped, whatever their performances or 
conduct on or off the field," Boycott said.

He further criticised what he described as a 
"boys' club" culture, where selection security 
had eroded competition for places. 
"Competition for places is the lifeblood of 
sport. Complacency in a team does not breed 
a good appetite to excel," he added.

A champion at last, 
Virat Kohli now 

walks into IPL 2026 
without chains

Ashes: Geoffrey Boycott slams 
ECB for not sacking coach 

McCullum after Test debacle

 

 
 

ZFrench forward Antoine Griezmann 
is set to join MLS club Orlando City 
from Atletico Madrid in 2026. 
Griezmann will reunite with former 
Barcelona teammate and Inter Miami 
superstar Lionel Messi in the league.

 

Rajasthan Royals: The $67 million IPL shadow 
that became a $1.63 billion empire
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activity and strong performance in proper ty  sec tor,  and external  New Delhi:.(Agency)
technology-linked sectors.India’s uncertainties weigh on momentum. India’s growth remains resilient at an 
economic outlook is supported by While higher crude oil prices remain a estimated 7.1 per cent for FY27, even as 
healthy consumption trends and concern globally, the agency pointed geopolitical tensions in the Middle East 

out that India’s strong services exports pose challenges to the broader Asia-
and diversified economic base are Pacific region, according to a report by 
likely to help cushion the impact on S&P Global on Wednesday. In its latest 
external balances.On the policy front, economic outlook, S&P Global has 
the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) is highlighted that India remains among 
expected to maintain a stable interest the fastest-growing major economies, 
rate environment, adopting a balanced supported by strong domestic demand, 
and neutral stance to support growth steady exports, and a gradual recovery 
while keeping inflation in check. "We in private investment.S&P has 
expect the central bank to hold rates projected India’s GDP growth at 7.1 per 
steady and maintain a neutral cent for next fiscal, underlining 
stance."In addition, inflation is sustained economic momentum despite 

projected to normalise to 4.3 per cent in improving investment activity, which global uncertainties.The report also 
FY27, remaining within a manageable are expected to offset external noted that Asia-Pacific growth 
range, even as global energy prices headwinds such as geopolitical tensions continues to hold up, with India 
remain volatile.The report also and trade uncertainties.Meanwhile, the emerging as a key driver alongside 
h igh l igh ted  tha t  As ia -Pac i f i c  report also pointed out that China’s other major economies.Growth across 
economies, including India, are growth is also expected to slow down, the region (excluding China) is 
benefiting from strong demand for with GDP projected at 4.4 per cent in expected to improve to 4.5 per cent in 
technology-related exports.2026, as weak demand, a struggling 2026, aided by resilient domestic 

Not just $580 million oil trades, huge S&P bets 
were placed just before Trump post

8th Pay Commission: Can government 
salaries finally match private sector perks

West Asia war brings Indian aviation to its knees

Kolkata.(Agency)

New Delhi: Indian Oil Corporation has revised 
the mandatory waiting period for households 
with two-cylinder connections from 25 days to 
35 days for a standard 14.2 kg cylinder. In 
simple terms — even if your gas runs out 
sooner, the system will not allow you to place a 
fresh booking until 35 days have passed since 
your last delivery.The rules are even stricter for 
Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana beneficiaries. 
For PMUY consumers, the waiting period has 
gone up by 20 days, now standing at 45 
days.Why Is This Happening?

The trigger is a shortage of LPG supply linked to 
the ongoing conflict in West Asia. The Ministry 
of Petroleum and Natural Gas directed these 
changes to curb stockpiling and black 
marketing of cylinders while ensuring 
available supplies are distributed more evenly 
across households.

This is not the first revision in recent weeks. The 
minimum booking gap was first raised from 21 
days to 25 days with effect from March 7, 2026 
— the same day Indian Oil hiked 14.2 kg LPG 
prices by Rs 50 across metro cities.What Are 
the Rules Now, Category by Category?

For non-PMUY domestic users, single-bottle 
consumers can still book a 14.2 kg refill after 
25 days. For 5 kg cylinders the gap is 9 days, 
and for 10 kg cylinders it is 18 days. PMUY 
consumers booking a 5 kg cylinder must wait 
16 days.

One More Change: OTP Is Now Mandatory
Alongside the new waiting periods, the 

government has also tightened how cylinders 
are delivered. Consumers must now provide an 
OTP at the time of delivery. Without it, the 
cylinder will not be handed over. The code 
arrives on your registered mobile number when 
the delivery person reaches your door. This 
system — called the Delivery Authentication 
Code or DAC — was introduced to prevent 
fake deliveries and stop cylinders from 
reaching the wrong person.How Many 
Cylinders Can You Get in a Year?Customers 
can avail a maximum of 15 subsidised 
cylinders in a financial year. If more are 
needed, a reason must be provided to the gas 
agency.How to Book Your CylinderCustomers 
can call 7715012345 or 7718012345 from their 
registered mobile number, send an SMS saying 
'LPG' to the same numbers, or book through 
WhatsApp by saving the BPCL Smartline 
number 1800224344 as a contact.

BUSINESS

New rule for LPG booking: 
Cylinder can now be booked 

only after 35 days

Soon after Trump’s statement, markets New Delhi.(Agency) AMERICA, AND THE COUNTRY 
OF IRAN, HAVE HAD, OVER THE moved sharply.Oil prices crashed as  Insider trading suspicions around 
LAST TWO DAYS, VERY GOOD much as 15%, slipping below the $100 market-moving bets ahead of US 
A N D  P R O D U C T I V E  per barrel mark, while US equities and President Donald Trump’s Iran 
CONVERSATIONS” global markets rallied.However, what remarks refuse to die down — in fact, 

caught the attention of market they appear to be growing stronger. He added that the US would postpone 
participants was not just What began with unusually timed oil 
the reaction — but what trades worth around $580 million has 
happened before it.now widened, with massive bets in 

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t r a d i n g  S&P 500 futures also coming under 
platform Unusual Whales, scrutiny, even as the White House has 
j u s t  m i n u t e s  b e f o r e  dismissed the allegations.The latest 
T r u m p ’ s  data suggests that the activity was not 
announcement:S&P 500 limited to one market, but spanned 
futures worth about $1.5 across asset classes, raising fresh 
billion were boughtquestions about timing, positioning 

Oil futures worth around and access to information.WHAT 
$ 1 9 2  m i l l i o n  w e r e  HAPPENED: A SEQUENCE OF 

military strikes on Iranian power soldSeparately, a Financial Times EVENTS
plants and energy infrastructure for report noted that about 6,200 Brent The controversy traces back to Trump’s 
five days.Minutes later, at 4.53 pm, and WTI crude futures contracts were announcement on Monday, where he 
Trump posted a corrected version of traded within seconds before the said the United States and Iran had 
the same message, fixing errors but announcement, with a notional value held “very good and productive 
retaining the core claim about of roughly $580 million.The report conversations” over the previous two 
“productive conversations” and the added that it remains unclear whether days.In a post at 4.35 pm, Trump said:
pause on strikes.TRADES HAD these trades were executed by a single “I AM PLEASE TO REPORT THAT 
ALREADY BEEN PLACED entity or multiple participants.T H E  U N I T E D  S TAT E S  O F  

MUMBAI.(Agency)
For decades, corporate taxation in India worked on a 

simple enough premise: earn profits, pay a fixed 
share to the government. That simplicity is gone. 
What has replaced it is a framework that asks 
companies to make consequential choices — and 
live with them.The change did not happen 
overnight. A series of legislative interventions, 
capped most significantly by the Finance Act 
amendments of 2019 and refined in subsequent 
budgets, have produced a tax structure that looks 
less like a levy and more like a menu. Companies 
now choose their regime, and the choice determines 
not just what they pay but how they run their 
books.What the rates actually say

The 30 percent corporate tax rate still exists. It is not, 
however, what most companies pay. Domestic firms 
with annual turnover at or below Rs 400 crore — 
measured against the FY 2019–20 figures — face a 
base rate of 25 percent. Given that a substantial 
majority of registered companies fall within that 
threshold by revenue, 25 percent is closer to the 
working rate for much of corporate India.The more 
significant departures come through two opt-in 
provisions. Section 115BAA offers a 22 percent 
base rate to companies willing to surrender a 
defined set of exemptions and deductions. The trade 
is explicit: stop claiming accelerated depreciation, 
area-linked concessions, and a range of other 
offsets, and the tax rate falls. Once surcharge and 
cess are added in, the effective liability under 
115BAA comes to 25.17 percent — marginally 
higher than the base rate suggests, but still 
meaningfully lower than staying in the conventional 
framework for many mid-to-large firms.

Section 115BAB goes further. New manufacturing 
companies incorporated after October 1, 2019 — 
provided they were operational by March 31, 2024 
— are taxed at 15 percent on base profits. With 
surcharge and cess, that rises to 17.16 percent. By 
regional standards, that is a sharp number. The 
provision is unambiguously aimed at pulling 
industrial investment into India at a moment when 
global supply chains are being renegotiated.

New Delhi.(Agency)
 India is opening the door to Chinese investors once 

again. Recent changes to ‘Press Note 3’ could bring 
in billions in foreign investment. Introduced in April 
2020 during the COVID-19 pandemic, the rule 
controls investments from countries that share land 
borders with India, including China. It was meant to 
prevent opportunistic takeovers during the pandemic 
but ended up drastically cutting Chinese 
investment.A new report from CRISIL Intelligence 
says that easing these rules could push China’s share 
of total FDI back up to pre-pandemic levels of around 
two percent. Between 2014 and 2019, FDI from 
China and Hong Kong accounted for nearly two 
percent of India’s total foreign investment.After 
Press Note 3 came into effect, this share plummeted 
to just 0.27 percent, showing the stringent scrutiny 
and approvals required for cross-border deals.The 
revised guidelines are expected to clear the backlog 
of pending proposals and accelerate approvals. This 
is particularly notable in sectors such as capital 
goods, electronics components and polysilicon 
manufacturing, where defined approval timelines of 
60 days will facilitate faster collaboration between 
Indian and Chinese firms.Analysts say that this could 
lead to a short-term surge in investment from China 
and Hong Kong, boosting India’s manufacturing 
base and reducing dependence on imports in critical 
sectors.

India's growth to remain resilient at 7.1 pc in FY27 
despite geopolitical tensions: S&P Global

Thinking of  starting a 
company in India Your Tax 
Bill could be 17% or 30% 
— Here's why

Africa, increasing flight times by up to New Delhi.(Agency)
At 35,000 feet, commercial aviation is two hours in some cases, according to 

supposed to be far removed from the Flightradar24. This workaround is 
tensions that shape complex geopolitics literally a nightmare.

On March 9, an IndiGo Delhi-Manchester on the ground. The reality, it turns out, is 
flight was turned back after Eritrean air far more complex.A spike in global crude 
traffic control refused passage to a Norse-prices, closure of busy aviation hubs, and 
registered aircraft operating under an sweeping airspace restrictions across 
Indian carrier.All of these disruptions add West Asia have collectively delivered a 
to the chaos around an airline already body blow to the airline industry that no 
navigating a reputation crisis, following carrier was prepared for.The world’s 20 
last December’s fiasco and the abrupt largest publicly listed airlines have lost 
departure of CEO Pieter Elbers.Indian about $53bn in value since the US-Israel 
carriers have sharply reduced their West war against Iran began on February 28, 
Asia operations due to the ongoing the Financial Times reported.The 
conflict.IndiGo, which operates one of the debilitating affects of war have hit India 
most expansive international networks particularly hard. With profits declining 
among Indian low-cost carriers, has and rising passenger dissatisfaction, the 
suspended flights to Doha, Kuwait, Indian aviation sector was already 

westbound corridor has become a costly are on top of the projected loss of $600 
Bahrain, Dammam, Fujairah, Ras Al bleeding. Now it is haemorrhaging.

detour.The compounding effect is severe million annually du to the Pakistani 
L O N G E R  D E T O U R S ,  L E S S E R  Khaimah and Sharjah until March 28.

for the sector as a whole. Quarterly airspace ban.IndiGo's situation is even 
Air India has cancelled 2,500 flights to the MARGINS

operational costs for airlines could rise by more dire. India’s largest airline leases six 
Airspace restriction in West Asia acts as a Gulf since hostilities erupted and is 

as much as 30 percent on affected long-haul Boeing Dreamliners from 
double whammy for airlines, which count currently operating only about 30% of its 

routes.For instance, Air India’s Norway's Norse Atlantic Airwas.But 
the region as a crucial corridor for flights usual schedule in the region due to the 

Delhi–London non-stop flight now takes because those planes carry European 
to US and Europe since Pakistan banned ongoing Iran conflict, CEO Campbell 

over 12 hours, up from around eight registration, they fall under a stricter EU 
Indian carriers from its airspace last Wilson revealed in an internal note to 

earlier. Its Mumbai–New York service, Aviation Safety Agency advisory barring 
year.Flights from India to Europe and employees.What was a thriving and high-

previously a 13–14 hour non-stop, now flights over the airspace of Iran, Iraq, 
North America are being pushed onto frequency corridor connecting millions of 

operates via Rome, with total travel time Israel, Kuwait, Lebanon, Qatar, the UAE 
longer southern arcs as airlines avoid Indian workers, tourists, and businesses to 

ballooning to nearly 21 hours. and Saudi Arabia.That has forced the low-
conflict-hit airspace across West Asia. the Gulf has been reduced, at least for 

These additional bottlenecks for Air India cost carrier to take longer routes via 
What used to be a straightforward now, to a trickle.

Centre notifies order to 
boost natural gas infra, 
improve access to piped 
natural gas

Copper prices have risen sharply this year due to supply disruptions at key global mines and strong demand from sectors such as electrification, renewable energy and artificial intelligence-led infrastructure.

China’s billion-dollar 
comeback India opens doors 
to massive FDI – What’s 
coming next

BANGKOK.(Agency)
  In an effort to strengthen natural gas infrastructure 

and improve ease of doing business, the government 
has notified the Natural Gas and Petroleum Products 
Distribution (Through Laying, Building, Operation 
and Expansion of Pipelines and Other Facilities) 
Order, 2026 under the Essential Commodities Act, 
1955. The order, through the Ministry of Petroleum 
and Natural Gas, provides a streamlined and time-
bound framework for laying and expanding 
pipelines across the country, addressing delays in 
approvals and access to land, and enabling faster 
development of natural gas infrastructure, including 
in residential areas.The order comes into immediate 
effect and establishes a comprehensive, transparent, 
and investor-friendly framework for efficient gas 
distribution, rapid infrastructure expansion, and 
equitable access to cleaner energy.The order aims to 
facilitate the expansion of piped natural gas (PNG) 
networks, improve last-mile connectivity, and 
promote a shift towards cleaner fuels for cooking, 
transport and industrial purposes, thereby 
strengthening energy security and supporting India’s 
transition to a gas-based economy.

According to an official statement, this order 
addresses longstanding challenges in infrastructure 
development, regulatory uncertainty, and delays in 
approvals, while positioning natural gas as a key 
transition fuel.“At its core, the reform is designed to 
significantly improve ease of doing business by 
simplifying procedures, reducing regulatory 
bottlenecks, and creating a predictable and 
t r ansparen t  ope ra t ing  env i ronment  fo r  
stakeholders,” said the statement.

For years, government employees 
have measured their pay against 
private sector packages. Now, with 
the 8th Pay Commission seeking 
feedback, will it lead to a more 
balanced pay structure? Let's have 
a look.

views on how salaries, allowances and “Government employment is part of the that a direct comparison may not always 
benefits in government jobs should be organized sector. A far larger proportion work. Government roles come with fixed 
compared with those in the private sector. of the job force is in the informal sector structures, job security and public service 
It has acknowledged that while pay responsibilities.Private sector jobs, on 
structures within government services the other hand, often offer flexible pay, 
are well-defined, drawing comparisons performance-linked bonuses and faster 
with private roles is far more complex.It growth, but with less stability.
is also examining how “horizontal” pay According to Ambit Institutional Equities, 
(similar roles across departments) and “The Commission will review and 
“vertical” growth (salary increases after propose adjustments to their salary 
promotions) should be aligned when structure, allowances, and other benefits. 
v iewed aga ins t  p r iva te  sec tor  While annual adjustments are made for 
standards.In its questionnaire, it asked, inflation, a Pay Commission is 
“ H o w  s h o u l d  t h e  8 t h  C P C  established every ten years specifically to 
assess/evaluate relativity between pay & boost government salaries, aiming to New Delhi,.(Agency)
perquisites in Government and the keep them competitive with the private If you’ve ever wondered whether 
public/private sector?” sector to ensure parity and retain skilled and the gig economy. What influence do government employees are paid fairly 

LOOKING BEYOND GOVERNMENT talent.”you think entry level pay scales compared to the private sector, the 8th 
JOBS implemented by Government have on EMPLOYEES WANT STRONGER Pay Commission is now asking the same 

compensation practices in the informal or Interestingly, the panel is not limiting its COMPENSATIONquestion. And this time, it wants detailed 
gig sector?”This suggests a broader focus to organised sector jobs. It has also Employee groups have argued that answers from employees, pensioners and 
approach, where government pay could raised questions about whether government salaries should reflect the other stakeholders before making its 
act as a benchmark for wages across the government entry-level salaries level of responsibility and accountability recommendations.
economy.influence pay trends in the informal involved. They believe that better pay WHAT IS THE COMMISSION 

sector and gig economy, where a large W H Y  C O M P A R I S O N S  A R E  and perks are necessary to attract and TRYING TO UNDERSTAND?
share of India’s workforce is employed. DIFFICULT retain skilled professionals in public The Commission has started collecting 

It has been asked in the questionnaire, service.Earlier pay commissions have made it clear 
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