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New Delhi: The T20 World Cup 2026
semi-final between India and
England was billed as a heavy-
weight contest, and everyone
expected the match to go down to
the wire at the Wankhede Stadium
in Mumbai on Thursday. The fix-
ture indeed lived up to the billing
as the uber-popular venue in
Mumbai produced a run fest with
the defending champions eking out
a narrow seven-run win in front of a
sold-out arena to enter the final and
set up a summit clash against New
Zealand at the Narendra Modi
Stadium on Sunday. One expected
India to sweep the contest after
posting 253/7 in 20 overs; however,
England and Jacob Bethell had some
other plans as the hosts were made to

sweat it out in the middle. For the second
game in a row, Sanju Samson stepped up
when it mattered the most, hitting 89
runs to set up India's win in the crucial

knockout game. He was ably supported
by Shivam Dube, Hardik Pandya, Axar

Patel and Jasprit Bumrah and in the end,
the hosts managed to do the needful and
come out on top. As soon as India posted
253 on the board, England had its task

cut out. To make matters
worse, Phil Salt (5) gave
away his wicket to Hardik
in just the second over of
the chase. Jos Buttler (25),
who has been woefully out
of form, tried his level best
to hit his way back into
form, but to no avail, as his
painful stay came to an end
after being clean bowled by
Varun Chakaravarthy.
However, it was Bethell
who came out of the syl-
labus, taking the game to
India and giving the hosts a

real scare. 
Contd..............page-3

India survive Jacob Bethell scare to eke out narrow win
against England, to face New Zealand in T20 World Cup final



Ghaziabad.(Agency)
 Police are scanning a social media 

account linked to Zeeshan — killed in a 
late-night encounter days after he was 
accused of a knife attack on YouTuber 
Saleem Wastik in his Loni office — 
hoping his videos would offer clues to 
what drove the assault.Officials said 
t h e  I n s t a g r a m  h a n d l e ,  
‘insprirewithzeeshan', contains dozens 
of posts in which Zeeshan presents 
himself as an Islamic speaker and 
comments on religion and current 
affairs, including references to the 
Babri Masjid, the Madina bus accident 
in which 45 Indian pilgrims were 
killed, and Palestine.

In a video uploaded on Dec 4, he says 
Babri Masjid is the "right" of every 
Muslim. In post from Nov 19, he says 
the 45 pilgrims killed in the Madina bus 

crash  had achieved shahadat  
(martyrdom).A senior officer said 
Zeeshan's mobile phone led them to his 
Instagram handle. Cops are also 
scanning his bank account to ascertain 
if he received foreign funds. "We have 
sought details of the account, including 
transactions," the officer said, adding 
they were trying to map his movements 
and contacts before the attack.

"We are still looking for a motive behind 
the attack," the officer added.Police 
said the Instagram account was created 
on Sept 26, 2025, and the last video was 
uploaded on Feb 17, 10 days before the 
attack on Wastik.Last Friday, Zeeshan 
and his brother Ghulfam arrived on a 
bike, parked outside Wastik's office in 
Loni and asked children nearby to 
move away. They then allegedly forced 
their way in, assaulted Wastik and 

stabbed him more than 10 times, 
including in the abdomen and near the 
throat, before fleeing as family 
members rushed in.Wastik was taken 
to a private hospital, referred to GTB 
Hospital in Delhi, and later shifted to 
Max Hospital on Saturday. Police said 
his condition was still critical.After the 
Friday attack, an FIR was registered on 
a complaint by Wastik's son against 
two unidentified assailants and five 
others under BNS sections 109(1) 
(attempt to murder) and 3(5) (common 
intention). Police said they were 
examining all possible motives, 
including personal enmity and 
ideological differences.On Sunday 
night, Zeeshan was killed in an 
encounter in Loni, a day after chief 
minister Yogi Adityanath ordered a 
speedy arrest and an impartial probe.

Erratic collection leads to garbage 
pile-ups in Greater Noida

Cops scan Ghaziabad YouTube attacker’s 
Instagram videos to look for motive

64 pollution complaints, but zero green fines in 
2025, enforcement gap widens in Faridabad

Ghaziabad.(Agency)
The Madhuban Bapudham rail overbridge 

described as GDA's most delayed 
project, might miss its June 2026 
deadline. Officials said that the 
approach road connect ing the 
overbridge is nearing completion, but 
work may not be finished until the end 
of this year.

A GDA official said that the development 
authority had recently reviewed the 
work. While the UP Bridge Corporation 
is developing the approach road on both 
sides of the overbridge, work on the 
main overbridge part is being executed 
by the railways and may not be 
completed by the end of the year. The 
approach road, on the other hand, is set 
to be ready by June."A railway official 
said the section is a busy stretch which 
sees the passing of a high volume of 
trains, and there is very little window to 
carry out the work," the official said. 
Work on the rail overbridge began in 
2017, and officials had initially set a 
target to complete work in two years. 
Around nine years since work began, 
the project still stands delayed.It has 
faced several delays due to a paucity of 
funds, clearances, and a lack of 
consensus between the railways and UP 
Bridge Corporation. Delays have also 
led to a cost escalation of more than 
20%. While the railways initially 
estimated Rs 26 crore for the project, it 
has since increased to over Rs 34 crore. 
The cost of the approach road also went 
up by Rs 53 crore.

The 45m-wide and 600m-long overbridge 
will connect not only Madhuban 
Bapudham but will also benefit 
Govindpuram, Swarnjyantipuram, 
Rahispur, and Harsaon areas. It will 
offer much-needed connectivity to the 
Madhuban Bapudham housing scheme 
on one side and with Meerut Road and 
Hapur on the other side.Currently, 
residents of Madhuban Bapudham must 
take a detour of about 14 km to reach 
Delhi and Meerut. With improved 
connectivity, GDA's Madhuban 
Bapudham housing scheme – spread 
over 1,234 acres with 11,680 flats – will 
find more buyers, officials said.

DEHLI/NCR

Roads under water; trees & poles 
uprooted: Cities on knees again

Noida/Ghaziabad. The showers that started Friday 
and continued on Sunday has led to heavy 
waterlogging in Noida and Ghaziabad.

A park for children in Noida Sector 51 has turned into 
a shallow pool, while parks and green belts in 
sectors 119, 12, 30, 120, etc., also remained out of 
bounds due to flooding.Low-lying areas, like 
Botanical Garden Metro station in Noida and Jagat 
Farm Market in Greater Noida, are under at least 
two feet of water. Meanwhile, residents reported 
flooded roads and basements in Noida sectors 22, 
30, 36, 51, 62, 71, 104, 105, 72, 117, 122, 99, 
etc.The picture is similar in Ghaziabad, with Abhay 
Khand, Loni, and Muradnagar facing waterlogging.

Late on Sunday, following reports of 12 people stuck 
in Tronica City due to heavy waterlogging, a team 
of Ghaziabad NDRF carried out a rescue operation. 
Considering a warning of heavy rain ahead, NDRF 
teams are on high alert for emergency response in 
Noida and Ghaziabad.Residents blamed the 
authorities for not taking adequate measures to 
check flooding.“The Noida Authority failed to 
prepare for the monsoon in advance. All its claims 
have fallen flat. In Sector 51, people are wading 
through one-and-a-half feet to two feet of water. 
The Sunday showers also left houses and basements 
flooded.

News box

48 hours after brother, 2nd 
suspect in YouTuber Saleem 
Wastik attack killed in 
encounter in Ghaziabad

Gurgaon.(Agency)
Police on Tuesday night killed Ghulfam, the second 

suspect in last week's attack on businessman and 
YouTuber Saleem Wastik, in an encounter in 
Vasundhara, less than 48 hours after his brother Zeeshan 
was shot dead in a similar operation in Loni.

Ghulfam and Zeeshan worked as carpenters at a company 
in Noida and lived with their family in Khoda Colony. 
They claimed the brothers were seen on CCTV cameras 
fleeing on a bike, moments after Wastik was stabbed at 
his office in Loni on Feb 27.Police commissioner J 
Ravindra Goud said the SWAT team and crime branch 
received information about Ghulfam's movements 
around Indirapuram. "After informing senior officers, 
the SWAT team, under the leadership of ACP (crime), 
cordoned off the area in front of Vasundhara power 
station," Goud said."Around 9.20pm, two persons were 
seen on a bike coming from the Vasundhara side. When 
an attempt was made to stop them, the bike riders turned 
sharply to the right at high speed and started fleeing 
under the elevated road," he added.The police team 
chased them. After a few metres, the motorcycle 
skidded on a mud mound, throwing the riders off. Goud 
said the men opened fire, injuring two head constables, 
Pushpendra Kumar Shukla and Sandeep Kumar."With 
no other option remaining, we retaliated with fire. 
Ghulfam was injured," he said. His associate escaped, 
"taking advantage of the darkness and topography".

Noida.(Agency)
For a couple of weeks now, garbage piles 

have sat undisturbed at the corners of 
roads in various sectors of Greater Noida. 
Residents across several sectors have 
claimed that the Greater Noida Authority 
has been ignoring their complaints about 
persistent  sanitat ion issues and 
inadequate waste disposal services. The 
concerns are most pronounced in sectors 
Alpha, Beta, Gamma and Delta.

A resident of Sector Alpha 2, Surendra 
Bhati, said, "Although the Authority has a 
door-to-door garbage collection system, 
the vans are irregular and the service is 
erratic. Even when residents dump waste 
in street-side vats, the larger trucks fail to 
lift it. The garbage just keeps piling up."

A similar scene has emerged in front of a 
temple in block B of Sector Beta 1, right 
before the festival of Holi. The RWA 
general secretary of the sector, Harinder 
Bhati, said the Authority and its 

contractors have not made any effort to 
follow up on their complaints and clean 
the area outside the temple."If the areas 
around the temples aren't cleaned, how 
can the city be cleaned?" he asked. "Chief 
minister Yogi Adityanath has highlighted 
the importance of cleanliness during 

festivals. However, the neglect by the 
Authority's public health department 
towards our sectors is disheartening." He 
urged the horticulture department 
officials to assess and address the state of 
the central verge green belts throughout 
the city.The rubbish pile-up in Sector 
Beta 1 has been aggravated by sewer 
overflow in various pockets. The 
president of the sector's RWA, Sangeeta 
Sharma, said, "We have complained to 
the Authority so many times. It feels like 
our pleas are falling on deaf ears."

GNIDA officials said measures have been 
taken to address complaints of rubbish 
pile-ups, sanitation and horticulture-
related issues. "Teams were deployed on 

Monday and Tuesday to clear the parks 
and roads of horticulture waste. They 
were directed to sweep roads and pick up 
garbage before the festivities commence. 
Action will be taken against contractors 
who failed to comply.

Gurgaon.(Agency)
  Faridabad received 64 pollution-related 

complaints in 2025 but did not impose a 
s i n g l e  f i n e  o r  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  
compensation on any violator.

All 64 complaints were marked "resolved" 
— according to a Right to Information 
(RTI) reply — raising fresh questions 
about the city's enforcement record. The 
RTI had been filed by Noida-based 
activist Amit Kumar.However, the reply, 
provided by the Ballabgarh regional 
office of Haryana State Pollution Control 
Board's (HSPCB), offers no details on the 
nature of violations, who the alleged 
offenders were or what corrective action 
was taken on the ground."As per this 
office record, no fine or EC was imposed 
in the said complaints," the response 
notes.The activist said the reply reflects 
"a worrying pattern of denial" rather than 
enforcement .”They closed them 
(complaints) all. They are even saying 
there is no pollution hotspot. Basically, 
they are suggesting that everything is 

fine," he said.The RTI reply was issued on 
Feb 8 in response to Kumar's application 
of Feb 5, seeking city-wise complaint 
data, action taken and penalties imposed. 
The new RTI came after a series of 
disclosures over the past year that point to 
systemic lapses in Faridabad's clean-air 
efforts.Environmental experts say the 
findings underline the need for stronger 
monitoring, transparent reporting and 
clear accountability in how agencies 
respond to pollution complaints. Without 
it, they warn, Faridabad risks continuing a 
pattern of slow progress, weak 
enforcement and missed clean-air targets.

Govt data accessed by TOI in Feb 2025 
showed that the city utilised just under 
50% of the Rs 107 crore released to it 
under the National Clean Air Programme 
(NCAP), despite remaining a ‘non-
attainment city' for seven years. At the 
time, experts said that underutilisation of 
funds, slow execution and unclear 
accountability limited Faridabad's 
progress.A separate RTI in Oct 2025 

found that the civic body — MCF — 
diverted NCAP funds for the construction 
of a sewage treatment plant (STP) — an 
expenditure explicitly flagged as "not 
permissible" by Central Pollution Control 
Board. A CPCB inspection also 
highlighted substandard plantation work, 
d e l a y s  i n  t e n d e r i n g  a n d  s l o w  
implementation of key interventions.

Activists say the new RTI fits 
squarely into this pattern of poor 
u t i l i s a t i o n  a n d  w e a k  
accountability. With no fines 
imposed in a full year, they 
argue, the deterrence mechanism 
remains virtually absent. Despite 
repeated complaints from areas 
such as NIT, Old Faridabad, 
Mewla Maharajpur and the 
industrial belt along Mathura 
Road, the HSPCB's reply says no 
location in the city is identified 
as a "major hotspot". Residents 
and environmental researchers, 
for years, flagged these pockets 

as chronic sources of dust, industrial 
emissions and waste burning.Faridabad 
remained one of the most polluted 
districts in NCR, though its PM10 levels 
gradually improved. Annual PM10 
concentration dropped from 229 µg/m³ in 
2020-21 to 153 µg/m³ in 2024-25, a 33% 
reduction — but still 2.5 times higher than 
the national safe limit of 60 µg/m³.

Running years late, Gzb rail 
bridge delayed again

NGT adds Ganga mission to 
Sahibi river pollution probe

Noida.(Agency)
Nights in Al Ahmadi have become a test of nerves for 

this Ghaziabad family — the faint, frightening rush 
of missiles across the sky, a toddler jolting awake in 
tears, and a phone screen refreshed again and again 
for any sign that flights have resumed.

The 32-year-old husband, a consultant with a logistics 
firm in Kuwait for the past year, asked not to be 
named, saying he fears losing his job if identified. 
His wife Richa and their two-year-old son, 
Aryaveer, joined him around four months ago for 
what was meant to be a six-month stay. But since 
Sunday, the atmosphere has turned tense as Iran 
attacked US bases in the region, including in 
Kuwait, and commercial flights were suspended.

"We sometimes hear missiles being fired at a distance. 
It's unsettling, especially at night," Richa told TOI 
over phone from Kuwait. "My son wakes up startled 
and starts crying. We comfort him and try to stay 
calm. The authorities have been issuing regular 
advisories and maintaining order, which reassures 
us. We keep checking for updates on flights and 
hope there is clarity soon. Above all, we're grateful 
safety measures are in place, and we just want to 
return to India safely when the situation eases."

Her husband said work had not been suspended by 
Kuwait govt. So, he continues to report to office 
even as his focus stays at home. "I step out for work, 
but my thoughts are at home. My only concern is my 
wife and child. If any evacuation is arranged, I want 
them sent back immediately. Uncertainty over air 
travel has intensified stress," he added.

Back in Vasundhara in Ghaziabad, his parents said 
they had barely slept since the attacks began. "We've 
been watching news all day and late into the night. 
Every time we hear about fresh strikes or rising 
tensions, our hearts sink. We keep calling to check 
they are safe. As parents, we feel helpless sitting 
here while our children are hearing missiles 
overhead," said his 65-year-old father, Ashok Malik.

Ashok said the family never imagined their grandson 
would be exposed to such scenes. "He is only two. 
This is not something a child should experience. We 
are praying the situation stabilises and the govt 
facilitates their safe return."Officials in the 
Ghaziabad administration said they had collected 
details of 19 people stuck across Bahrain, Dubai, 
Abu Dhabi and Kuwait. "Among the 19, there are 11 
persons from three families living in Bahrain and 
Kuwait for jobs, two tourists stuck in Bahrain, while 
the rest are also working," an official said.In Noida, 
the administration has gathered details of 24 people, 
all in Sharjah in UAE. 

Cracker sparks burn down 3 shops, 6 bikes

Gurgaon.(Agency)
 National Green Tribunal (NGT) 

has widened the scope of a long-
running case pertaining to the 
Sahibi river pollution.

Noting that the Sahibi drains into 
Yamuna and ultimately Ganga, 
NGT has added National 
Mission for Clean Ganga 
(NMCG) as a respondent to the 
case — in a move that has 
brought the matter under 
central-level environmental 
monitor ing for  the f i rs t  
time.During the hearing on Feb 
25, the tribunal said that because 
Sahib i  i s  l inked to  the  
Ya m u n a – G a n g a  b a s i n ,  
pollution in the river has "wider 
implications" beyond the 
region. It asked NMCG to file its 
reply before the next hearing on 
April 22. The case, filed by 
social activist Prakash Yadav 
from Kharkhra village, had 
raised concerns about untreated 
sewage, industrial effluents and 
encroachments entering Sahibi 
and eventually collecting at the 
S a h i b i  b a r r a g e  n e a r  

Masani."With Ganga Mission 
now part of the case, the issue 
has f inally received the 
national-level attention it 
deserves," Prakash Yadav said, 
adding, "For years, villagers 
were forced to live with foul-
smelling groundwater, damaged 
farmland and a dying river. We 
h o p e  t h i s  s t e p  e n s u r e s  
a c c o u n t a b i l i t y  f r o m  a l l  

agencies," he said. Counsel for 
respondents — Haryana Shehri 
Vikas Pradhikaran and district 
development and panchayat 
office, Rewari — accepted the 
notice on behalf of the newly 
added respondent and sought 
t i m e  t o  s u b m i t  a  
response.Yadav's petit ion 
alleged that both treated and 
untreated sewage from the 

Dharuhera and Rewari  
regions flowed into the Sahibi 
a n d  s e t t l e d  i n  l a rg e  
quantities near the barrage, 
posing risks to groundwater 
a n d  t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  
ecosystem. He said that the 
riverbanks also suffered 
f r o m  i n c r e a s i n g  
encroachments, further 
constricting the natural flow 
of water.The matter first 
reached NGT in Sept 2022, 
when the tribunal treated 
Yadav's email complaint as 
a petition. In its Sept 30, 
2022 order, the NGT noted 
allegations that sewage 
from multiple STPs in 
Rewari was discharged into 

hundreds of acres of vacant 
land along the Sahibi river near 
Kharkhara and Khaliawas, 
c a u s i n g  w a t e r l o g g i n g ,  
contamination of hand-pump 
water and destruction of 
v e g e t a t i o n .  T a k i n g  
cognizance, the tribunal 
d i rected Haryana govt ,  
Haryana State Pollution 

Control Board (HSPCB), 
Rewari Municipal .

Man on reman
Noida.(Agency)

A man was arrested on Tuesday for allegedly threatening 
two women and instigating his pet dog to attack them on 
Sunday morning.Complainant Manju, a resident of 
Basai village in Sector 70, told police that she was out 
buying milk with her neighbour Sumita near Pehalwan 
Market around 5am on Sunday when a man approached 
and began harassing them. She alleged that when they 
protested, the man set his pet dog loose to bite them, and 
the dog allegedly tore their clothes. The women 
managed to flee and eventually approached the cops the 
same day.

The women also alleged that the accused threatened them 
with a pistol, but cops said this claim was not 
substantiated and there was no gun involved in the 
incident. Additonally, the women had also alleged that 
the accused identified himself as ‘Azad', but cops said 
the accused was identified as a man named Sunny.

When no arrests were made in the case initially, a large 
group of residents gathered at the Phase 3 police station, 
accusing the police of inaction and delaying the 
registration of an FIR. An FIR was subsequently 
registered on Tuesday and the accused was arrested. 
Further action is underway, police said.

Noida man harasses women, 
sets his pet dog on them; 
held

Gurgaon.(Agency)
 Pocked with potholes and rough stretches, the 11.5-km 

Yamuna Pushta Road from Kalindi Kunj to Sector 135 is 
set for a Rs 30-crore revamp, even as Noida Authority is 
drawing up an estimate to upgrade the remaining 15 km 
stretch up to Sector 150.

The four-lane road servesmultiple entry points, including 
the DND Flyway, Chilla border and Kalindi Kunj. 
During office hours, traffic from adjoining sectors spills 
onto the corridor, often leading to slow-moving traffic 
and longer commute times.Officials said the 
embankment road, which runs parallel to the 
expressway, offers a viable alternative, particularly for 
local and intra-city traffic. A plan to have an elevated 
Kalindi Kunj-Sector 150 corridor, however, remains 
stalled.

Missiles overhead, no flights 
out: Ghaziabad family 
trapped in Kuwait
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The Sikh Times
Chandigarh, March 5:

In a significant stride
towards merging faith
with environmental stew-
ardship, the Punjab
Pollution Control Board
(PPCB), in collaboration
with the Shiromani
Gurdwara Parbandhak
Committee (SGPC), suc-
cessfully executed a com-
prehensive 'Plastic-Free

Hola Mohalla' campaign.
The initiative aimed to
preserve the sanctity of
the historic Sikh festival
while championing envi-
ronmental cleanliness in
Sri Anandpur Sahib.
Under this pioneering
campaign, the PPCB facil-
itated a large-scale shift
to eco-friendly practices
by providing lakhs of
high-quality biodegrad-

able and compostable dis-
posable utensils and
other items free of cost to
various Langar
Committees (community
kitchens) across the holy
town. Providing details,
an official spokesperson
of Punjab Government
stated that the campaign
was formally inaugurated
on March 1, 2026. A dele-
gation led by PPCB

Chairperson, Mrs. Reena
Gupta, and Member
Secretary, Mr. Lavneet
Dubey, formally launched
the drive after Meeting
with Jathedar of Akal
Takht Sahib and Sri
Keshgarh Sahib, Singh
Sahib Giani Kuldeep
Singh Gargaj. The depart-
ment’s groundwork for
this campaign began
weeks in advance, involv-
ing extensive coordina-
tion with Langar
Committees to assess
requirements and liaising
with the district adminis-
tration for seamless exe-
cution. To ef fectively
curb the use of single-use
plastic during the festival,
the PPCB ensured the
supply of over 20 lakh
high-quality biodegrad-
able alternatives. The
eco-friendly distribution
included 7 lakh
biodegradable plastic

cups, 6.5 lakh biodegrad-
able spoons, 2.5 lakh
biodegradable plates, 5
lakh biodegradable
bowls, 5,000 biodegrad-
able garbage bags, 30,000
biodegradable carry bags
(specifically for Karah
Prashad) The on-ground
success of the campaign
was driven by the dedica-
tion of 20 specialized
teams comprising PPCB
officials and volunteers.
These teams worked tire-
lessly in the field from
February 27 to March 4,
2026, ensuring the alter-
natives reached every
corner of the langar oper-
ations. “Guru Sahib’s uni-
versal message, ‘Pavan
Guru Pani Pita, Mata
Dharat Mahat’, intrinsi-
cally teaches us to con-
serve our natural
resources,” said Ms.
Reena Gupta,
Chairperson of the

Punjab Pollution Control
Board. “Therefore, for
the Punjab Pollution
Control Board, there
could be no more mean-
ingful initiative than pro-
tecting the holy land of
Sri Anandpur Sahib from
plastic pollution during
the sacred occasion of
Hola Mohalla. We are
grateful to the SGPC and
all the volunteers for
making this vision a reali-
ty.” The campaign has
been widely praised by
devotees and community
leaders for setting a pow-
erful precedent for how
large-scale religious gath-
erings can adopt sustain-
able practices without
compromising on serv-
ice.

India survive Jacob Bethell scare to eke out narrow win against
England, to face New Zealand in T20 World Cup final

Contd...................Front page
Bethell, along with Will Jacks, formed a 77-run stand for the fifth wicket, and at one

stage, it seemed that the duo would run away with the game for England. However, Axar
Patel's brilliance in the deep brought the much-needed wicket for India, ending Jacks'
knock of 35 runs. When the right-hander lost his wicket, England needed 82 more runs to
win off 36 balls with five wickets in hand. Sam Curran then joined Bethell in the middle, and
the duo mixed caution with aggression, and in no time, the young left-handed batter Bethell
brought up his maiden T20I century. The England onslaught forced Suryakumar Yadav's
hand, and he was made to bowl Arshdeep Singh and Jasprit Bumrah in the 17th and 18th
over, and this turned out to be a genius move, as England, in the end, failed to get 39 runs
off the final two overs, losing the contest by seven runs. India did not put a foot wrong after
being asked to bat first by England captain Brook. Abhishek Sharma lost his wicket in the
second over, bowled by Will Jacks, for 9 off 7 balls. However, that's the end of concerns for
India as Sanju Samson and Ishan Kishan took the England bowlers to the cleaners, launch-
ing a pitch-perfect counterattack. The duo went hell for leather, attacking the likes of Jofra
Archer, Jamie Overton, Jacks and Sam Curran inside the powerplay. To make matters
worse for England, skipper Brook dropped the catch of
Samson off the bowling of Archer in the third over, and
from there on, the defending champions did not look back.
Kishan and Samson put on 97 runs for the second wicket,
and this stand was cut short by Adil Rashid as he sent the
left-handed batter back to
the hut for 39. Shivam
Dube then joined Samson
in the middle, and the duo
carried on with the
momentum. Samson could
have very well gone for his
century and taken some
time in the middle; howev-
er, he prioritised the team's
needs and perished for 80
while trying to get the most
out of Will Jacks' bowling.
Suryakumar Yadav (11)
failed to leave a solid
impression, but Tilak
Varma (21), Dube (43) and
Hardik (27) chipped in with
solid knocks to take India's
total to 253/7 in the 20
overs.
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PPCB and SGPC Join Hands for
‘Plastic-Free Hola Mohalla’ Campaign

Over 20 Lakh Biodegradable utensils Distributed Free of Cost to Langar Committees in Sri Anandpur Sahib 

Mandoli jail inmate dies at GTB hospital
New Delhi: A 35-year-old undertrial prisoner lodged in

Mandoli Jail in northeast Delhi died at GTB Hospital here
on Sunday after being taken there in an unconscious condi-
tion, police said. The deceased has been identified as Azad.
He was lodged in the jail for the past few days in connection
with a case, they said. According to the police, information
was received from GTB Hospital regarding the admission of
an undertrial prisoner from Mandoli jail in an unconscious
state. According to police sources, Azad had allegedly been
involved in a quarrel inside the jail on the night of February
24. He was produced before a court in Karkardooma in con-
nection with his case recently and had also spoken to his
family members late Saturday night. His family members
alleged that he was assaulted inside the jail and claimed that
certain ward staff had beaten him, leading to his death. They
have demanded strict action and a fair investigation into the
incident. After receiving information, a police team reached
the hospital and shifted the body to the mortuary. The jail
authorities have been informed and statements of inmates
and staff are likely to be
recorded as part of the
inquiry. The police said the
exact cause of the death
would be ascertained after
the post-mortem report is
received. 

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as BABY W/O
RAJESH KUMAR R/O A-831
Madipur J.J Colony, Madipur, West
Delhi, Delhi-110063 have changed
my name and shall hereafter be
known as BEBI

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as MANJU SISO-
DIA alias SAPNA AGGARWAL D/O
HARISINGH SISODIA W/O JITEN-
DER KUMAR AGGARWAL R/O A-
43, Street No-4, Punjabi Colony
Gamri Extension Bhajanpura, Garhi
Mendu, North East Delhi, Delhi-
110053 have changed my name
and shall hereafter be known as
MANJU SISODIA.

NAME CHANGE
I, hitherto known as PREM S/O SHIV
CHARAN R/O House no -74, Burari,
Ghari Delhi -84, Shalimar Place ke
pas, Delhi 110084, have change my
name and shall hereafter be known
as DHARMENDER.

Public Notice
I, Sanjeev Kumar S/O Shree Ram
Chander Sharma R/O, 133 Police
Colony Near Laxman Public School,
Hauz Khas, Sub District Hauz Khas,
District South Delhi, New Delhi-
110016, declare that I shall be known
as Sanjeev Sharma for all purposes
and purposes in future.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as Vati W/o Suresh
Chand R/o C-22, Gali Number-2,
Chandar Vihar, Mandawali, Shakar
Pur Baramad, Shakarpur,  East
Delhi, Delhi-110092 have changed
my name and shall hereafter be
known as Bati.

NAME CHANGE
I, SHIV KUMAR S/O BALBIR SINGH
R/O H NO-295AA-3, ?? ??-8/21 Gali
No-18, Harsh Vihar Mandoli,
Mandoli, PO: Mandoli. Saboli, Dist:
North East Delhi, Delhi-110093 have
changed the name of my minor son
SHANI aged 13 years and he shall
hereafter be known as SUNNY.

NAME CHANGE
I Parmod S/o Raj Singh R/o Plot No-

515 Near Mata Chowk, Shivpuri Part
1, Dindarpur, Najafgarh, South West
Delhi, Delhi-110043 have changed the
name of my minor son Second Baby
Of Sheetal aged 5 years and he shall
hereafter be known as Khushant.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I
JAGDISH LAL DAWAR S/O LAL
CHAND DAWAR R/O House No.-
357, Near MCD School, Dr.
Mukherjee Nagar, North West Delhi,
Delhi-110009, declare that name of
mine and my father have been
wrongly written as J. L. DAWAR and
LCD DAWAR in my Driving Licence
No. DL0819950077543. The actual
name of mine and my father are
JAGDISH LAL DAWAR and LAL
CHAND DAWAR which may be
amended accordingly.

Public Notice 
It is for general information that I,
Anbarasu A S/o Angusamy  R/o
Signal Section, Air Force Station
Rajokri, A F Rajokari S.O, South
West Delhi, Delhi-110038 declare
that name of mine, my wife and my
minor son has been wrongly written
as A. Anbarasu, A. Vijaya Rubini and
A. Krishna in my minor son Krishna A
aged 9 years in his School Records.
The actual name of mine, my wife
and my minor son are Anbarasu A,
Vijaya Rubini A and Krishna A
respectively which may be amended
accordingly.

Public Notice
It is for general information that I
ROHAN KUMAR S/O UPENDER
KUMAR R/O G-14/AJ J CAMPTIGRI
SOUTH DELHI NEW DELHI-110062,
declare that name of my father has
been wrongly written as OPENDER
KUMAR in my 10th and 12th class
education documents The actual
name of my father is UPENDER
KUMAR which may be amended
accordingly. It is certified that I have
complied with other legal require-
ments in this connection.

PUBLIC NOTICE
This is to inform you that Mr. Jatin
Sethi intends to purchase the First
Floor without terrace rights, situated
in the built-up property bearing No.
966-A, Gali No. 8 (Part of Property
No. 966/8), measuring 82.5 Sq. Yds.
(out of the total area measuring 165
Sq. Yds.), carved out of Khasra No.
93, situated at Govind Puri, Kalkaji,
New Delhi - 110019, from Mr.
Gurjinder Pal Singh and Mr. Vinod
Kumar Garg.The initial original
owner of the property was Mr. Yad
Ram, who sold the property to Mr.
Hira Nand through a Sale Deed
dated 03.03.1960. Subsequently,
Mr. Hira Nand executed a
Registered Will dated 21.03.2002 in
favour of Mrs. Sudarshan Pushp
Lata. Thereafter, Mrs. Sudarshan
Pushp Lata executed a Registered
Will dated 15.06.2011 in favour of
Mr. Trilok Dudeja and Mr. Lalit
Kumar Dudeja. Unfortunately, both
of them have since expired.
Subsequently, Mr. Trilok Dudeja and
Mr. Lalit Kumar Dudeja sold the said
property to Mrs. Rimple Narula
through a Sale Deed dated
12.06.2023. Thereafter, Mrs. Rimple
Narula sold the said floor to Mr.
Gurjinder Pal Singh (1/3rd undivided
share) and Mr. Vinod Kumar Garg
(2/3rd undivided share) through a
Sale Deed dated 15.11.2023.
Consequently, Mr. Gurjinder Pal
Singh and Mr. Vinod Kumar Garg
are the absolute and lawful owners
of the aforementioned property. The
property is free from all kinds of liti-
gation, encumbrances, liens,
charges, or claims. Please also note
that the said property is proposed to
be financed by Bajaj Housing
Finance Ltd., Gurgaon Branch,
Haryana. If any person(s) objection
& regarding subject property, then
kindly may submit his/her objection
within 07 days from the date of the
Notice in writing. The said objection
may be kindly sent to the under-
signed by way of the Registered
Post on the address given below
and by E-mail. failing which, the
claim as per aforesaid shall be treat-
ed as null and void in respect of the
subject property.

[ASHWANI KUMAR]
Advocate

Chamber No. 122,
Tehsil Compound, 

Ghaziabad, U.P.
kumar2021ashwani@gmail.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
This is to inform you that Mr. Sanjay
Kumar intends to purchase the
Ground Floor without roof rights of
Property Bearing No. RZ-84, meas-
uring 100 Sq. Yds., out of Khasra
No. 15/14/1, situated in the area of
Village Dabri Colony, known as
Raghu Nagar, New Delhi, from Mrs.
Renu and Mr. Gulshan. The initial
original owner of the property was
Mr. Rajinder Pd Garg, who trans-
ferred the property to Mr. Mahinder
Kumar Mehra through Notarized
GPA, ATS, and Will dated
18.03.1988. Subsequently, Mr.
Mahinder Kumar Mehra transferred
the property to Mrs. Krishana
through Notarized GPA, ATS, and
Will dated 04.10.1990. Thereafter,
Mrs. Krishana transferred the prop-
erty to Mr. Narender Kumar and Mr.
Amit Chand through Notarized GPA,
ATS, and Will dated 15.12.2003.
Further, Mr. Narender Kumar and
Mr. Amit Chand transferred the prop-
erty to Mr. Bharat Bhushan and Mr.
Manohar Mehta through Notarized
GPA, ATS, and Will dated
06.01.2004. Thereafter, Mr. Bharat
Bhushan and Mr. Manohar Mehta
transferred the said floor to Mr.
Jagdish Sharma through GPA, ATS,
and Will dated 06.10.2009.
Subsequently, Mr. Jagdish Sharma
transferred the property to Mrs.
Renu and Mr. Gulshan through
Notarized GPA, ATS, and Will dated
21.04.2025. Consequently, Mrs.
Renu and Mr. Gulshan are the
absolute and lawful owners of the
aforementioned property. The prop-
erty is free from all kinds of litigation,
encumbrances, liens, charges, or
claims. Please also note that the
said property is proposed to be
financed by Bajaj Housing Finance
Ltd., Gurgaon Branch, Haryana. If
any person(s) objection & regarding
subject property, then kindly may
submit his/her objection within 07
days from the date of the Notice in
writing. The said objection may be
kindly sent to the undersigned by
way of the Registered Post on the
address given below and by E-mail.
failing which, the claim as per afore-
said shall be treated as null and void
in respect of the subject property.

[ASHWANI KUMAR]
Advocate

Chamber No. 122,
Tehsil Compound, 

Ghaziabad, U.P.
kumar2021ashwani@gmail.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I,
Arun S/o Shri Azad Ram R/o Flat
No-307, 3rd Floor, Gaushala Road
Kishan Ganj, Tower No-3 The
Amaryllis Phase-1,  Karol Bagh,
Central Delhi, Delhi-110005 declare
that name of mine and my minor
daughter has been wrongly written
as Arun Otwal and Daizy Otwal in
my minor daughter Daizy aged 17
years in her 10th Class Educational
Documents. The actual name of
mine and my minor daughter are
Arun and Daizy.

PUBLIC NOTICE
I, Ramesh Pawar, S/o Sh. Ishwar
Singh, residing at H. No. 82/1,
Village Moti Bagh, South Moti Bagh,
Delhi - 110021, do hereby solemnly
affirm and declare that Ramesh (as
mentioned in my old Passport) and
Ramesh Pawar (as mentioned in
my Aadhar and PAN cards) are the
names of one and the same person,
which is myself. I am expanding my
name from Ramesh to Ramesh
Pawar to match my Aadhar and
PAN records. Henceforth, I shall be
known as Ramesh Pawar for all
future purposes, including my
Passport renewal.

NAME CHANGE
I, MAHA DEVI Mother of NO-
15680257A, Rank-HAV, Name-ISH-
WAR RADDERATTI residing at
VPO-KHANATTI, TEHSIL-MUDALA-
GI, DIST-BELAGAVI, KARNATAKA-
591312, have changed my name
from MAHA DEVI to MAHADEVI
RADDERATTI for all future purposes
Vide Affidavit dated 05/03/2026
before Notary Public Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, NO-15680257A, Rank-HAV, Name-
ISHWAR RADDERATTI residing at
VPO-KHANATTI, TEHSIL-MUDALA-
GI, DIST-BELAGAVI, KARNATAKA-
591312, have changed my minor
son’s name from SAI to SAI RAD-
DARATTI for all future purposes vide
affidavit dated 05/03/2026 Before
Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, NO-15680257A, Rank-HAV,
Name-ISHWAR RADDERATTI
residing at VPO-KHANATTI,
TEHSIL-MUDALAGI, DIST-BELA-
GAVI, KARNATAKA-591312, have
changed my minor daughter’s name
from SOUMYA to SOUMYA RAD-
DERATTI for all future purposes vide
affidavit dated 05/03/2026 Before
Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, ASHIMA W/O MOHIT CHITKARA
residing at  K-90, SECOND FLOOR,
KIRTI NAGAR, DELHI-110015. have
changed my name to ASHIMA
CHITKARA for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, BB JHA S/O DUKHMOCHAN JHA
residing at  H NO-388, GROUND
FLOOR, I P COLONY, SEC-30-33,
FARIDABAD, HARYANA-121003
have changed my name to BIRB-
HADRA JHA for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, SHARDA DEVI mother of JC-
473518K Rank-SUB Name-MUK-
ENDRA SINGH BHADORIA residing
at WARD NO-09, SHYAM COLONY,
TEHSIL & DIST-BHIND, MADHYA
PRADESH-477001, have changed
my name from SHARDA DEVI to
SHARADADEVI for all future purpos-
es vide Affidavit dated 05/03/2026
before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I ARPANAPRADHAN TAMANG wife of
JC-583416W, Rank-SUB Name-LATE
NORDEN TAMANG residing at VILL-
PUSSIMBING LOWER, PO-PUSSIN-
BONG TEA GARDEN, TEHSIL-
GHOOM, DIST-DARJEELING, WEST
BENGAL-734102, have changed my
mother in law’s name from MAN
KUMARI to HARKAMAYA TAMANG
for all future purposes and in my hus-
band’s service records my mother in
law’s date of birth wrongly mentioned as
03/04/1951 instead of her correct date
of birth as 10/06/1942 vide Affidavit No-
DL66893058218164Y dated
05/03/2026 before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, Meenakeshi Mittal W/O Manoj
Kumar Mittal R/O B-1/48-49,
Hanuman mandir road, Nawada, Kiran
Garden, uttam Nagar, DK mohan gar-
den Delhi 110059, Changed my name
to Meenakshi Mittal.

NAME CHANGE
I, Manoj Mittal C/O Meenakshi
Mittal R/O B-1/48-49, Hanuman
mandir road, Nawada, Kiran
Garden, uttam Nagar, DK mohan
garden Delhi 110059, Changed my
name to Manoj Kumar Mittal.

NAME CHANGE
I Aprna W/o Anil Sharma R/o H. No
150, Gali No.1, Bahadurgarh, Jhajjar,
haryana have changed my name to
Aparna Sharma for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I Tarun  S/o Uday Singh R/O village
and post office basai Gurugram
Haryana have to change may name
tarun kumar for all purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I Aprna W/o Anil Sharma R/o H. No
150, Gali No.1, Bahadurgarh, Jhajjar,
haryana have changed my name to
Aparna Sharma for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, Darshana Devi, W/o Mukesh
Monga, R/o H. No. 394, Housing
Board Colony, Sec-7 Ext., Gurgaon –
122001, have changed my name
from Darshana Devi to Darshana
Monga. Henceforth, I shall be known
as Darshana Monga for all purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, Krish, S/o Raman Yadav, R/o
House No. 5563, Rajendra Park,
Gurgaon, Haryana, hereby state that
my old name Krish will now be known
as Krish Yadav for all purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, Seema, W/o Balraj Hooda, R/o
House No. 176/29, Jasbir Colony,
Near Sheela Bye Pass, Rohtak –
124001, Haryana, have changed my
name from Seema to Seema Hooda
for all intents and purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, SHARUBAI, is legally mother of
Army No. 2808281K, Rank – Hav,
Name – TIRUKE ARVIND BALU,
presently residing at Vill – Shendur,
Post – Shendur, Teh – Kagal, Dist –
Kolhapur, State – Maharashtra –
416232, have changed my name from
SHARUBAI to SHARUBAI BALU
TIRUKE and my date of birth from
16/04/1962 to 01/01/1948 for all future
purposes. Vide affidavit dated
05/03/2026 before Public Notary Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, BALU, is legally father of Army No.
2808281K, Rank – Hav, Name –
TIRUKE ARVIND BALU, presently
residing at Vill – Shendur, Post –
Shendur, Teh – Kagal, Dist –
Kolhapur, State – Maharashtra –
416232, have changed my name
from BALU to BALU BANDU TIRUKE
and my date of birth from 12/06/1960
to 01/01/1959 for all future purposes.
Vide affidavit dated 05/03/2026
before Public Notary Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, VIDYA, is legally spouse of Army No.
2810561W, Rank – Sep, Name –
DESHMUKH MAYUR MOHANRAO,
presently residing at At/Post –
Tasgaon, Teh- Satara,Dist – Satara,
State – Maharashtra – 415004, have
changed my name from VIDYA to
DESHMUKH VIDYA MAYUR for all
future purposes. Vide affidavit dated
05/03/2026 before Public Notary Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, KALPANA, is legally mother of
Army No. 2810561W, Rank – Sep,
Name – DESHMUKH MAYUR
MOHANRAO, presently residing at
At/Post – Tasgaon, Teh- Satara, Dist
– Satara, State – Maharashtra –
415004, have changed my name
from KALPANA to KALPANA
MOHANRAO DESHMUKH and my
date of birth from 23/04/1967 to
20/03/1965 for all future purposes.
Vide affidavit dated 05/03/2026
before Public Notary Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, ANANDA, is legally father of
Army No. 2809820F, Rank – Sep,
Name – PATIL ABHIJEET ANAN-
DA, presently residing at At/Post –
Thikpurli, Teh – Radhanagari, Dist
– Kolhapur, State – Maharashtra –
416208, have changed my name
from ANANDA to ANANDA GOPAL
PATIL and my date of birth from
01/06/1958 to 01/01/1958 for all
future purposes.Vide affidavit
dated 05/03/2026 before Public
Notary Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, ANANDI, is legally mother of Army
No. 2809820F, Rank – Sep, Name –
PATILABHIJEETANANDA, presently
residing at At/Post – Thikpurli, Teh –
Radhanagari, Dist – Kolhapur, State –
Maharashtra – 416208, have
changed my name from ANANDI to
ANANDI ANANDA PATIL and my
date of birth from 05/07/1964 to
01/01/1963 for all future purposes.
Vide affidavit dated 05/03/2026
before Public Notary Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, JC-777707K, Rank-SUB, Name-
SREE KUMAR S residing at
KOORUVILA VEEDU, PO-
BHOOTHAKKULAM, DIST-KOLLAM,
KERALA-691302, have changed my
father’s name from SUNDARAN PIL-
LAI to SUNDARAKUMARAN PILLAI
for all future purposes vide Affidavit
dated 05/03/2026 before  Executive
Magistrate  Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, JC-777707K, Rank-SUB, Name-
SREE KUMAR S residing at
KOORUVILA VEEDU, PO-
BHOOTHAKKULAM, DIST-KOL-
LAM, KERALA-691302, have
changed my mother’s name from
SREE DEVI AMMA to SREEDEVI
AMMA for all future purposes vide
Affidavit dated 05/03/2026 before
Executive Magistrate Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, POOJA CHAUHAN TOMAR d/o
KASHMIR SINGH CHAUHAN and
w/o ROBIN TOMAR r/o 217, A-1
BLOCK EXTENTION, SANT NAGAR,
OPP. POLICE STATION, BURARI,
DELHI-110084 have changed my
name to POOJA CHAUHAN for all
future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, SANGITA DEVI  wife of No.-
15231842H, Rank-NK, Name-
SRIKESH YADAV residing at VILL-
PALIYA, PO-RUHI PUR, TEHSIL-
SADAR, DIST-GHAZIPUR, UTTAR
PRADESH-233300, have changed
my name from SANGITA DEVI  to
SANGEETA DEVI for all future pur-
poses vide Affidavit dated 05/03/2026
before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that I
SANJEEDA BEGUM W/O SHEKH
MOHAMMAD SHAJAD R/O 282-T
Huts, Indl. Area, Kriti Nagar, West
Delhi, Delhi-110015, declare that the
name of mine and my husband have
been wrongly written as SANJIDA
BEGUM and SHAKH MOHD SHA-
JAD in my minor son namely
SHEIKH MOHAMMAD SHAHZAIB
aged 13 years in his school records
and Birth certificate No. MCDOLIR-
0112-005237051. The actual name
of mine and my husband are SAN-
JEEDA BEGUM and SHEKH
MOHAMMAD SHAJAD respectively
which may be amended accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
I, hitherto known as FARGANA D/O
MUSTAK R/O 6/401, East End
Apartments, Mayur Vihar Phase-1
Extension, Vasundhra Enclave,
Delhi – 110096. have changed my
name and shall hereafter be known
as FARZANA. It is certified that I
have complied with other legal
requirements in this connection.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto Known as RAJU S/o
SURESH KUMAR residing at G-6 ,
Chattarpur Ext., Ram Colony, Chattar
Pur , South Delhi, Delhi - 110074 have
changed my name and shall hereafter
be known as RAJU PANWAR.

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that I,
NAINI DEVI D/o SHAVALJI W/o
SHIV LAL, R/o D-1/65, GALI NO-7
MAHAVIR ENCLAVE-1, PALAM,
DELHI-110045, declare that name of
my father has been wrongly written
as SANWAL RAM JI,in my PAN
Card No. ARGPN8193G, The actual
name of my father is SHAVALJI
respectively, which may beamended
accordingly. It is certified that I have
complied with other legalrequire-
ments in this connection.

NAME CHANGE
I,Ravita, W/o Ankur Kumar R/o A-505,
Gali no.-5, Meet Nagar, Gokal Pur,
PO: Gokal Puri, Dist : North East
Delhi, Delhi - 110094, have changed
the name of my Minor Son Arav aged
11 years and he shall hereafter be
known as Aarav Duhoon

NAME CHANGE
I, Krish, S/o Raman Yadav, R/o House
No. 5563, Rajendra Park, Gurgaon,
Haryana, hereby state that my old
name Krish will now be known as
Krish Yadav for all purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I MOHAMMAD ARMAAN S/O
MOHAMMAD KHURSHID R/O E-38
GALI NO-12-13 SUBHASH VIHAR
NORTH GHONDA DELHI-110053
HAVE CHANGED MY NAME TO
MOHD ARMAAN

NAME CHANGE
I MONADEWAN D/O PRITAM SINGH
DEWAN R/O 52 D DDA FLATS
PHASE -1 MASJID MOTH G.K-3
DELHI-110048 HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO MONA MEHTA

NAME CHANGE
I, SHAHIDAW/O MOHD HASAN  resid-
ing at H.No.A-25,Gali No-1,Chaman
Park Delhi-110094, have changed my
name to SHAHIDABEGUM

NAME CHANGE
I, SYED TANVEER ALAM S/O
ABDUL KHALIQ R/O FLAT NO-164,
GALI NO-6, T/F, ZAKIR NAGAR,
NEW FRIENDS COLONY, SOUTH
DELHI-110025 declare that I have
changed my name from  TANVEER
ALAM to  SYED TANVEER ALAM for
all purpose in future.

NAME CHANGE
I, Vikrant Kansal S/O RAM AVTAR
KANSAL,R/O 88, HANUMAN PURI,
suraj Kund Road, Meerut, Uttar
Pradesh - 250002, have change the
name of my minor daughter Kitu
Kansal aged 11 years and she shall
hereafter be known as Avisha Kansal.

NAME CHANGE
I, Mohit Kumar  S/O: Satyveer Singh,
R/O gali no-4, n vikas nagar, Loni
Dehat, Ghalabed. Uttar Pradesh-
201102, have changed the name of
my minor son Shivanshu aged 11
years and he shall hereafter be
known as VIVAN.

NAME CHANGE
I, SUNIL SINGH S/o BHARAT SINGH
R/O FLAT NO-101 AR ELYSIUM
SECTOR-9 JUDGE COLONY
VAISHALI GHAZIABAD-201010
UTTAR PRADESH HAVE CHANGED
MY NAME TO SUNIL BHANDARI
FOR ALL PURPOSE.

NAME CHANGE
I, SUMAN KHARAB PANWAR W/O
ARVIND PANWAR R/o 28 ESPACE
NIRVANA COUNTRY SOUTH CITY
PART-II GURGAON-122018
HARYANA HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO SUMAN PANWAR FOR
ALL PURPOSE.

NAME CHANGE
I, PRIANKA W/O AMAN VIRDY R/O
HOUSE NO-192, TOWER-G2, INDI-
ABULLS CENTRUM PARK, SEC-
TOR-103, GURGAON, HARYANA-
122001 HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO PRIYANKA VIRDY FOR
ALL FUTURE PURPOSES

NAME CHANGE
I, NO-9116378Y, Rank-HAV, Name-
ISHFAQ AHMAD KHAN residing at
VILL-HAYHAMA BUNGAM, PO-
KUPWARA, TEHSIL-KUPWARA,
DISTT- KUPWARA, JAMMU &
KASHMIR-193222, have changed
my wife’s name from SHAHNAZA
BANOO to SHAHNAZA AKHTER for
all future purposes, in my service
record my wife’s date of birth wrongly
mentioned as 05/04/1997 instead of
her correct date of birth as 15/04/1997
Vide Affidavit dated 05/03/2026
before Notary Public Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, Archana Ray W/O Gautam Kumar
R/O H.no-2596, Kh.no-91/2, 2nd
floor street no 6 jagatpur road village
wazirabad EXTN city burari delhi
110084, Changed my name to
Archana Roy.

NAME CHANGE
I, Tribhuwan Nath Ray S/O Girja
Prashad Roy R/O 2371/19 gali
pahiye wali teliwara sadar bazar delhi
110006, Changed my name to
Tribhuwan Nath Roy.

NAME CHANGE
I, Baby Ray W/O Tribhuwan Nath
Roy R/O 2777 gali no 8, 25 foota
wazirabad badarpur majra burari
delhi 110084, Changed my name
to Baby Roy.

NAME CHANGE
I, VIKAS KUMAR S/O KARTAR
SINGH R/O HOUSE NO-
55,STREET-5,NEAR SHEETLA
MATA MANDIR,WEST RAJIVNA-
GAR,GURGAON, HARYANA-
122001, HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO VIKAS YADAV FOR ALL
FUTURE  PURPOSE.

NAME CHANGE
I, VIPIN KUMAR S/O MAMAN
SINGH R/O 499/28,GALI NO-
8,NEAR GEETA ASHRAM, JYOTI
PARK, GURGAON, HARYANA-
122001,HAVE CHAGED MY
NAME TO VIPIN PANCHAL FOR
ALL FUTURE PURPOSES

NAME CHANGE
I, Mohit Kumar  S/O: Satyveer
Singh, R/O gali no-4,  Near Vikas
nagar, Loni Dehat, Ghalabed. Uttar
Pradesh-201102, have changed
the name of my minor son
Shivanshu aged 11 years and he
shall hereafter be known as VIVAN.

Public Notice 
It is for general information that I,MOHD
SHEHROZ KHAN S/O MOHAMMAD
USMAN residing at L-65, BLOCK -4
,SUNDER NAGRI,MCD FLATS,NAND
NAGRI,NORTH EAST DELHI,DELHI-
110093 declare that name of mine and
my father has been wrongly written as
MOHAMMAD SHEHROZ KHAN and
MOHD USMAN KHAN in my all
Educational Documents.The actual
name of mine and my father are MOHD
SHEHROZ KHAN and MOHAMMAD
USMAN respectively,which may be
amended accordingly.

Public Notice 
It is for general information that I
Arti Devi W/O Rajkumar, R/O
260/14, mayur vihar satha,
Bulandshahr, Bulandshahr, Uttar
Pradesh-203001, declare that
name of mine has been wrongly
written as Arti in my minor daughter
namely Soniya Rani aged 17 years
in her 10th class educational docu-
ments.The actual name of mine is
Arti Devi,respectively which may
be amended accordingly.

PUBLIC NOTICE
I, hitherto known as BISHAN DUTT
SATYAWALI S/o NARAYAN DUTT
SATYAWALI R/o House No-207/7,
Gali No-11, Than Singh Nagar,
Anand Parvat Karol Bagh, New
Delhi, Central Delhi, Delhi-110005,
have changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as VINOD.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I,
VIVEK SINGH S/o SURESH SINGH
CHAUHAN R/o F-77, Block-F, Near
Saini Market Vikas Nagar West
Delhi, Delhi-110059, declare that
name of my father has been wrong-
ly written as SURESH SINGH
CHOUHAN in my 10th class educa-
tional documents and as SURESH
in my OBC certificate No
03/32/34199/26/11/2013/905089111
68911, The actual name of my father
is SURESH SINGH CHAUHAN
which may be amended accordingly.

PUBLIC NOTICE
This is to inform you that Mrs.
Shashi Bala is the owner of Property
No. 322, admeasuring 300 sq. yds.,
out of Khasra No. 49, situated in the
Old Lal Dora (1908-09) of Village
Rani Khera, Delhi-110081. The ini-
tial owner of the entire property was
Dr. Satish Kumar, as per the rev-
enue records, who gifted the said
property to his wife, Mrs. Shashi
Bala, through a Gift Deed dated
07.02.2026, registered as
Document No. 2026/14/I/902.
Consequently, Mrs. Shashi Bala is
the absolute and lawful owner of the
aforementioned property. The prop-
erty is free from all kinds of litigation,
encumbrances, liens, charges, or
claims. Please also note that the
said property is proposed to be
financed by Bajaj Housing Finance
Ltd., Subhash Nagar Branch, New
Delhi If any person(s) objection &
regarding subject property, then
kindly may submit his/her objection
within 07 days from the date of the
Notice in writing. The said objection
may be kindly sent to the under-
signed by way of the Registered
Post on the address given below
and by E-mail. failing which, the
claim as per aforesaid shall be treat-
ed as null and void in respect of the
subject property.

[ASHWANI KUMAR]
Advocate

Chamber No. 122,
Tehsil Compound, 

Ghaziabad, U.P.
kumar2021ashwani@gmail.com

NAME CHANGE
I Raghubir Chand Mittal S/o  Tek
Chand, R/o H.No-4246-A, Gali No-3,
Jai mata Market, Tri Nagar, North
West Delhi, Delhi 110035 have
changed my name to Raghubeer for
all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I Neeraj S/o Raghubeer R/o  H.No-
4246-A, Gali No-3, Jai mata Market,
Tri Nagar, North West Delhi, Delhi
110035 have changed my name to
Neeraj Mittal for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I Raj Kali Mittal W/O Raghubeer, R/o
H.No-4246-A, Gali No-3, Jai mata
Market, Tri Nagar, North West Delhi,
Delhi, 110035 have changed my
name to Rajkali for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, AMI SISODIYA D/O SHRI
JASVEER SINGH, W/O CHANDRA
PAL SINGH R/O E 64,KH. No.470-
471, PRATAP VIHAR PART 3 1st
FIOOR, KIRARI SULEMAN NAGAR,
NORTH WEST DELHI, DELHI-
110086 have changed my name to
AMI JAISWAR for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I LOVLEEN SHARMA W/O
NAVEEN SHARMA R/o B 14,
Aishwaryam appt, plot no 17,sec 4,
Dwarka, Delhi 110078. Have
changed my name to LOVELEEN
SHARMA for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I Jai Parkash Sharma S/O Mohan
Lal,House No B-5 2ND Floor Block-B
Prashant Vihar Sector-14 Rohini,Delhi-
110085, have changed my name to Jai
Prakash for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I Chandan bala Jain W/o Anuranjan
Jain, 55B Ayodhya Enclave, Plot no.
30/2, Sector -13 Rohini, Delhi -110085.
have changed my name to Chandan
Jain for all future purposes. However,
Chandan Bala, Chandan bala Jain &
Chandan Jain W/o  Anuranjan Jain is
one and same person.

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that I
MOHD UNUS S/o SHOUQAT ALI
R/o E 11/1114/1 , 18/4 , Near Chand
Masjid , Nehru Vihar , Karawal Nagar
, North East Delhi , Delhi 110094
declare that the name of mine  has
been wrongly written as UNUS in my
all Educational Documents and name
of my Father has been wrongly writ-
ten as SHOKAT ALI in my 10th 12th
Class Education Documents and as
SAUKAT ALI in my Voter ID No .
GZF0972836 . and as SHAUKAT ALI
in my PAN No . ABGPU1333F  and  in
my Driver License No .
P0502007336098 . The actual name
of mine and my Father are MOHD
UNUS and SHOUQAT ALI Which
may be amended accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that I
SURAJ SINGH S/O BHUPENDAR
SINGH Presently residing at T-
2475/2, Gali No. 4, Baljeet Nagar,
Delhi - 110008 and Permanent R/o
43, Duni, Duni Pithoragarh,
Uttarakhand - 262522, declare that
name of mine and my father have
been wrongly written as DIWAN
RAM and BHAWAN RAM in my
Aadhaar Card No. 8593 5459 4090.
The actual name of mine and my
father are SURAJ SINGH and BHU-
PENDAR SINGH respectively, which
may be amended accordingly.
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world. (Agency) through an Urdu interpreter. "I was not questioning Merchant Wednesday in a 
w a n t i n g  t o  d o  t h i s  s o  Brooklyn federal court.That's right,"  The allegation sounded like the stuff of 
willingly."Merchant said he had Merchant replied, his demeanor as spy movies: A Pakistani businessman 
anticipated getting arrested before matter-of-fact as his testimony was trying to hire hit men, even handing 
anyone was killed, intended to unusual.The trial is unfolding amid the them $5,000 in cash, to kill a US 
cooperate with the US government and less than week-old Iran war, which politician on behalf of Iran 's powerful 
had hoped that would help him get a killed Iranian Supreme Leader paramilitary Revolutionary Guard.
green card.US authorities were, indeed, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei in a strike that It was true, and potential targets of the 
on to him --the supposed hit men he Trump summed up as "I got him before 2024 scheme included now-President 
paid were actually undercover FBI he got me." Jurors are instructed to Donald Trump, then-President Joe 
agents-- and he was arrested on July 12, ignore news pertaining to the case.Biden and former presidential 
2024, a day before an unrelated The Iranian government has denied candidate and ex-U.N. Ambassador 
attempt on Trump's life in Butler, plotting to kill Trump or other US Nikki Haley, the man told jurors at his 
Pennsylvania. Merchant did sit for officials.Merchant, 47, had a roughly attempted terrorism trial in New York 
voluntary FBI interviews, but he 20-year banking career in Pakistan on Wednesday. But he insisted his 
ultimately ended up with a trial, not a before getting involved in an array of actions were driven by fear for loved 
cooperation deal."You traveled to the businesses: clothing, car sales, banana ones in Iran, and he figured he'd be 
United States for the purpose of hiring exports, insulation imports. He openly apprehended before anything came of 
Mafia members to kill a politician, has two families, one in Pakistan and the scheme."My family was under 
correct?" Assistant US Attorney Nina the other in Iran — where, he said, he threat, and I had to do this," the 
Gupta asked during her turn was introduced around the end .defendant, Asif Merchant, testified 

NEWS BOX

After calling US-Israel strikes illegal, Canada’s 
Carney won’t rule out role in Iran war

Pakistani man, accused of  plotting terror attack in US, 
claims Iranian spies recruited him to kill Trump, Biden

"Reconsider Travel": US 
Raises Bahrain, Qatar 
Advisories Amid Iran 
Conflict

Turkey says missile launched 
from Iran destroyed by NATO

KABUL. (Agency) 
A ballistic missile launched from Iran and heading 

towards Turkish airspace via Iraq and Syria was 
destroyed by NATO air defence systems, Turkish 
officials said Wednesday.The defence ministry said it 
had been "engaged and neutralised by NATO air-and-
missile defence assets deployed in the eastern 
Mediterranean".It did not specify the missile's 
intended target. Iran has been hitting sites across the 
region in retaliation after the United States and Israel 
launched strikes against it on Saturday.A Turkish 
official, speaking to AFP on condition of anonymity, 
said the missile had been "aimed at a base in Greek 
Cyprus but veered off course".Officials said 
fragments that fell in the Dortyol district in southern 
Turkey, near the Syrian border, had been identified as 
pieces of the interceptor used to neutralise "the threat 
in the air".No casualties were reported.Reacting to 
the incident, US Secretary of State Marco Rubio said 
in a call with Turkey's Foreign Minister Hakan Fidan 
"that attacks on Turkey's sovereign territory were 
unacceptable and pledged full support from the 
United States," State Department spokesman Tommy 
Pigott said.NATO stands firmly with all allies, 
including Turkiye, as Iran continues its 
indiscriminate attacks across the region," NATO 
spokeswoman Allison Hart said, using Turkey's 
official name."Our deterrence and defence posture 
remains strong across all domains, including when it 
comes to air and missile defence."

The United Arab Emirates "strongly condemned" the 
missile launch as a "serious escalation", the foreign 
ministry said in a statement.Ankara summoned the 
Iranian ambassador to convey its "reaction and 
concerns" over the incident while Fidan warned 
Tehran against steps that could widen the conflict, a 
diplomatic source said.Fidan told his Iranian 
counterpart Abbas Araghchi in a phone call that "any 
steps that could lead to the spread of conflict should 
be avoided", the source added.Iranian news agency 
Tasnim said Araghchi told Fidan that Iran's retaliatory 
strikes were aimed at bases used to carry out 
operations against the Islamic republic.Turkey hosts 
a number of military facilities used by the United 
States and other NATO allies.

Wrong strategy’
In an evening address, President Recep Tayyip Erdogan 

said Turkey was "taking all the necessary 
precautions" in consultation with its NATO allies and 
was issuing "warnings in the clearest terms to prevent 
similar incidents from happening again".

"If we, as a nation, want to live in peace and tranquility... 
we must constantly increase our deterrent capabilities. 
In these difficult times... we are leaving absolutely 
nothing to chance regarding the security of our 
borders and airspace," he said.Turkey, a majority 
Sunni Muslim NATO member, shares a 500-
kilometre (315-mile) border with Iran.

WORLD

Kurdish dissident groups say 
they are preparing to join 
the fight against Iran with 
US support

IRBIL. (Agency) 
 Kurdish Iranian dissident groups based in northern Iraq 

are preparing for a potential cross-border military 
operation in Iran, and the U.S. has asked Iraqi Kurds 
to support them, Kurdish officials told The 
Associated Press.The Kurdish groups are widely 
seen as the most well-organised segment of the 
fragmented Iranian opposition and are believed to 
have thousands of trained fighters. Their entry into 
the war could pose a significant challenge to the 
embattled authorities in Tehran and could also risk 
pulling Iraq further into the conflict.Khalil Nadiri an 
official with the Kurdistan Freedom Party, or PAK, 
based in northern Iraq's semi-autonomous Kurdish 
region said Wednesday that some of their forces had 
moved to areas near the Iranian border in 
Sulaymaniyah province and were on standby.

He said Kurdish opposition group leaders had been 
contacted by U.S. officials regarding a potential 
operation, without giving more details.

Asked about reports that the Trump administration was 
considering arming Iranian Kurdish groups, Defense 
Secretary Pete Hegseth told reporters Wednesday: 
"None of our objectives are premised on the support 
or the arming of any particular force. So, what other 
entities may be doing, we're aware of, but our 
objectives aren't centered on that."Before the U.S. 
and Israel attacked Iran on Saturday, triggering a new 
war in the Middle East, the PAK had claimed attacks 
on the paramilitary Revolutionary Guard in 
retaliation for Tehran's violent crackdown on protests. 
But an official with the group said it had not sent 
forces from Iraq into Iran.If the Iranian and Iraqi 
Kurdish groups were to join the war, it would be the 
first entry of a significant ground force into the battle. 
The Kurdish groups have battle experience from the 
fight against the Islamic State group.

Sen. John Barrasso, second in 
Senate Republican leadership, 
said GOP senators would send 
a message that Democrats are 
"wrong" for forcing a vote on 
the war powers resolution.

Politically, the appetite in 
Washington for another 
major Middle Eastern 
ground war is extremely 
limited.

Washington. (Agency) 
Volodymyr Zelenskiy offered to send his best experts in 

shooting down Iranian drones to the Middle East if 
leaders there convince Vladimir Putin to agree to a 
month-long truce in Russia's war on Ukraine. 

Four years of Russia's full-scale invasion has allowed 
Kyiv to develop unique expertise in intercepting 
drones, many of them Iranian-made Shaheds 
currently being deployed against countries such as 
the United Arab Emirates, Qatar and Saudi Arabia, 
the Ukrainian president said on Monday. 

"I would suggest the following: leaders of the Middle 
East have great relations with Russians," Zelenskiy 
told Bloomberg News by phone from Kyiv. "They 
can ask Russians to implement a month-long 
ceasefire."Once a truce was in place "we will send our 
best operators of drone interceptors to the Middle 
East countries," he said. The ceasefire could also be 
called for two months or two weeks "so we can help 
the Middle East countries to protect civilians." 

Zelenskiy made his long-shot offer after cities across 
the Middle East including Dubai became a target for 
Iranian drone and missile barrages at the weekend as 
Tehran retaliated for US and Israeli military strikes 
that killed Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei 
and other top officials.Russia has repeatedly rejected 
US President Donald Trump's calls for a ceasefire in 
Ukraine in the past as Washington has sought to 
broker a peace deal, and it's unclear why Putin would 
agree to one now.  

U.S. looks to arm Kurdish militias to join conflict

CANBERRA. (Agency) "Great powers can compel, but 
compulsion comes with costs, both  Canadian Prime Minister Mark Carney 
reputational and financial," the said Thursday that he couldn't rule 
f o r m e r  c e n t r a l  b a n k e r  o u t  h i s  c o u n t r y ' s  m i l i t a r y  
added."Middle powers l ike participation in the escalating war in 
Australia and Canada hold this rare the Middle East.
convening power because others Carney's visit to Australia this week has 
know we mean what we say and we been overshadowed by expanding 
will match our values with our war in the Middle East, sparked by a 
actions."The Canadian leader also massive US-Israeli strike on Iran that 
said the two countries would Carney's trip is part of a multi-country killed its supreme leader, Ayatollah 

together as "strategic collaborators" to tour of the Asia-Pacific aimed at Ali Khamenei.Speaking alongside 
pool their vast combinedrare earth reducing reliance on the United States local counterpart Anthony Albanese in 
mineral resources.And he detailed -- a hedge against what he has Canberra, Carney was asked whether 
renewed cooperation in areas from described as a fading US-led global there was a situation in which Canada 
defence to artificial intelligence."We order.The Australia leg of the tour is would get involved."One can never 
know we must work with others who aimed at bringing in investment and categorically rule out participation," 
share our values to build solid deepening ties with a like-minded he said, while stressing the question 
c a p a b i l i t i e s , "  h e  t o l d  "middle power" partner.Middle power' was a "hypothetical" one."We will 
parliament.Otherwise, he warned, rallying cryOn Thursday morning he stand by our allies," said Carney, 
they risked being "caught between the issued a rallying cry in Australia's adding that "we will always defend 
hyperscalers and the hegemons".The parliament to "middle powers", urging Canadians."Carney had said the US-
Canadian leader has frequently them to work together in an Is rae l i  s t r ikes  on I ran  were  
clashed with US President Donald increasingly hegemonic world order."inconsistent with international law".
Trump, who has repeatedly threatened Nations like Australia and Canada faced However, he supports the efforts to stop 
to annex Canada and slapped a stark choice -- work together to help Iran from obtaining a nuclear weapon -
swingeing tariffs on the country.write the "new rules" of the global - a position that Canada takes "with 

In a speech to political and financial order or have great powers do it for regret" as it represented "another 
elites at the World Economic Forum in them, he said."In this brave new world, example of the failure of the 
January, Carney warned the US-led middle powers cannot simply build international order".The Canadian 
global system of governance was higher walls and retreat behind them. leader reiterated on Thursday his call 
enduring "a rupture".We must work together," he said.for a "de-escalation" of the conflict.

programme entirely is  far  more Agency and the UN Special Commission bombing campaign. Hidden centrifuge 
difficult.Iran’s nuclear infrastructure was began one of the most intrusive components, technical designs and 
deliberately designed after the Iraq disarmament operations ever attempted. research networks continued to surface 
experience to be dispersed, hardened and Teams spent years tracking down and long after the war had ended.
difficult to destroy from the air. Facilities d i s m a n t l i n g  I r a q ’ s  n u c l e a r  As former chief weapons inspector David 
such as the Natanz Nuclear Facility and the infrastructure.Facilities missed during the Kay later observed, inspectors discovered 
deeply buried Fordow Fuel Enrichment far more of Iraq’s programme than had 
Plant form part of a network intended to initially been expected because large 
survive aerial attack. Some enrichment elements had been concealed from 
facilities, including Fordow, were outside scrutiny. Diplomats involved in 
constructed deep inside mountains — the inspections recall that dismantling world. (Agency) . (Agency) 
estimates suggest roughly 80 to 90 metres Iraq’s nuclear infrastructure became a Reports from Washington indicate that 
beneath rock — precisely to withstand painstaking process that continued for American officials are discussing the 
bombing campaigns.Iran has also several years after the war. The lesson possibility of supporting Kurdish militias 
accumulated significant stocks of enriched was clear: bombing destroyed buildings, and other Iranian opposition groups as 
uranium. According to reporting by the but dismantling the programme required tensions with Tehran intensify. According 
International Atomic Energy Agency, some physical access on the ground.Military to reporting by CNN and The Wall Street 
material has been enriched to levels planners have long recognised the same Journal, US officials have explored 
approaching 60 per cent purity — still short challenge. As former CIA director contacts with Kurdish leaders operating 
of weapons-grade but far closer to it than Michael Hayden once put it, “air strikes near the Iranian border. The idea — bombing campaign were gradually 
ordinary civilian enrichment. Such can set a nuclear programme back, but they reportedly under discussion within the CIA uncovered through inspections, document 
material could potentially be enriched rarely eliminate it.” And if nuclear and the White House — would involve seizures and interviews with Iraqi 
further if facilities survived or were rebuilt. materials or equipment must be secured, backing Kurdish forces along the scientists.Boots on the ground in Tehran? 

As former IAEA director general Mohamed that task inevitably requires forces on the mountainous frontier between Iraq and Who will substitute for the US?
ElBaradei once remarked when discussing ground. As former US defence secretary western Iran.The discussion points to a Diplomats and inspectors involved in the 
nuclear proliferation, “you cannot bomb James Mattis once remarked when deeer dilemma confronting American process recall that mapping Iraq’s nuclear 
knowledge.”History offers a revealing discussing proliferation risks, “if there are planners. Air strikes can damage nuclear programme took more than two years 
precedent. After the Gulf War, inspectors weapons of mass destruction, you have to facilities, but eliminating a nuclear despite the destruction caused by the 
from the International Atomic Energy secure them on the ground.”

stand on a war shaping the fate of U.S. added.Trump administration scrambles for longer time frame than has previously been 
military members, countless other lives congressional supportAfter launching a floated by the Trump administration. He 
and the future of the region.Underscoring surprise attack against Iran on Saturday, also acknowledged that Iran is still able to 
the gravity of the moment, Democratic Trump has scrambled to win support for a carry out missile attacks even as the U.S. 
senators filled the Senate chamber and sat tries to control the country's airspace.
at their desks as the voting got underway. U.S. service members "remain in harm's 
Typically, senators step into the chamber way, and we must be clear-eyed that 
to cast their vote, then leave. the risk is still high," Gen. Dan Caine, 

“Today every senator — every single one — chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
will pick a side," Senate Democratic said at the same press conference.Six 
Leader Chuck Schumer said before the U.S. military members were killed 
vote. “Do you stand with the American over the weekend in a drone strike in 

WASHINGTON.(Agency) people who are exhausted with forever Kuwait.
Senate Republicans voted down an effort to wars in the Middle East or stand with Republican Sen. Joni Ernst of Iowa 

halt President Donald Trump’s war against Donald Trump and Pete Hegseth as they acknowledged the human costs of the 
Iran on Wednesday, demonstrating early bumble us headfirst into another war?” war in her floor speech. One of the 
support for a conflict that has rapidly spread Sen. John Barrasso, second in Senate soldiers killed Sunday was from Iowa conflict that Americans of all political 
across the Middle East with no clear U.S. Republican leadership, said during the and a National Guard unit from her state persuasions were already wary of entering. 
exit strategy.The legislation, known as a debate that GOP senators would send a was also attacked in Syria in December, Trump administration officials have been a 
war powers resolution, failed on a 47-53 message that Democrats are wrong for resulting in the deaths of two other soldiers.frequent presence on Capitol Hill this week 
vote tally. It gave lawmakers an forcing a vote on the war powers "But now is our opportunity to bring an end to as they try to reassure lawmakers that they 
opportunity to demand congressional resolution.“Democrats would rather the decades of chaos," said Ernst, who have the situation under control.Defense 
approval before any further attacks are obstruct Donald Trump than obliterate herself served as an officer in the Iowa Secretary Pete Hegseth said Wednesday 
carried out. The vote forced them to take a Iran’s national nuclear program,” he National Guard for two decades.that the war could extend eight weeks, a 

Ukraine Offers Help To 
Middle East To Stop Iranian 
Drones. But For A Price

Senate Republicans vote down legislation to halt 
Iran war in Congress’ first vote on the conflict

world. (Agency) 
Nepal kicks off its first general election since a Gen Z-

led uprising that ousted the former government last 
year, with a new crop of young candidates emerging to 
challenge the old guard's grip on power in the 
Himalayan nation. 

Balendra Shah, a 35-year-old former rapper-turned-
politician who was previously the mayor of the capital 
Kathmandu, has emerged as a front-runner with 
backing from many of the young voters behind last 
year's revolt. His party, the three-year-old Rastriya 
Swatantra Party, is supporting a corruption-busting 
platform of economic reform, channeling the 
grievances that animated the youth movement. In an 
interview, RSP Co-General Secretary Bipin Acharya 
said the election was a turning point for the country to 
usher in change. "Our focus will primarily be on two 
elements - economic and changes to the bureaucratic 
system," Acharya said. 

Shah's main opponents are leaders from a handful of 
older parties, including Gagan Kumar Thapa, 
president of the centrist Nepali Congress, and KP 
Sharma Oli, the 74-year-old ex-prime minister who 
was ousted during last year's upheaval. Thapa is 
campaigning on economic reform, becoming party 
leader after an internal fracture following the protests. 
Oli's Communist Party of Nepal is pushing a platform 
of expanded social welfare schemes to address the 
economic concerns that helped fuel the protests.

Thursday's election comes just six months after deadly 
protests swept the nation, prompted by a ban on social 
media sites that eventually snowballed into 
nationwide convulsions against unemployment, 
corruption and inequality. Police eventually opened 
fire on demonstrators in Kathmandu, leading 
protesters to torch government buildings, smash 
through police barricades and storm the country's 
parliament. Within days, Oli had resigned, at least 70 
people were dead and an interim government took 
over to oversee rebuilding and fresh elections.
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stability.Barnala was also about Congress WHEN Rahul Gandhi chose Barnala for 
housekeeping. The Congress party in his mazdoor kisan maha rally, the 
Punjab remains hobbled by entrenched target was twofold: Prime Minister 
factional rivalries, leadership one-Narendra Modi and his own divided 
upmanship and competing caste-regional party in Punjab. Rahul’s sharpest barb 
loyalties that have repeatedly undercut was directed at the India-US interim 
campaign coherence and booth-level trade pact. He described it as a “death 
mobilisation. Rahul’s warning to leaders to warrant” for farmers and MSMEs. 
“team up or sit at home” was overdue. The Alleging that the Centre conceded 
party cannot hope to channel farm agricultural access under pressure 
discontent if it remains organisationally from US President Donald Trump, he 
fractured ahead of the 2027 Assembly polls.warned of a flood of American 

Punjab BJP chief Sunil Jakhar dismissed the soybeans, pulses, apples, cotton and 
visit as theatrics. But the stakes are larger walnuts into Indian markets. In a state 
than partisan point-scoring. For the Centre, where agrarian anxiety runs deep, the 
the issue is safeguarding agriculture while charge is politically potent. Punjab’s 
pursuing trade. For Rahul, it is about small landholdings and high input 
proving that internal unity can precede costs make the fear of competition stalled for months was cleared in “15 minutes” demands 

external credibility. The test is whether the Congress can from heavily mechanised US farms an easy rallying cry. clarification from the Centre. If agriculture is indeed part 
convert agrarian anxiety into political momentum or will Rahul’s claim that New Delhi has committed to buying of tariff concessions, farmers deserve transparency. Trade 
remain divided in the face of opportunity.goods worth Rs 9 lakh crore annually and that a deal ambition cannot r ide roughshod over rural  

Bail, bars and the 
burden of  harsh laws

Iran regime change may elude Trump

Punjab Congress leaders must unite

Harsh laws, even harsher bail provisions, 
investigations directed at political adversaries, 
protesting students, academics and journalists 
with the intent to topple and destabilise 
governments and silence dissent have become the 
order of the day. The Union government, working 
in tandem with the political party in power uses 
laws by weaponising their provisions.

We saw the spectacle of protesting Youth Congress 
workers at Bharat Mandapam, perhaps not an 
entirely engaging sight, being incarcerated under 
suspect provisions of the law. We have seen, in 
recent times, students of Jawaharlal Nehru 
University being proceeded against and 
incarcerated for objecting to the remarks of the 
vice chancellor.We witnessed Umar Khalid and 
others languishing in jail for years without bail. In 
the case of Khalid, his release from prison is not in 
sight. We have seen journalists writing against 
industry giants being visited with successive FIRs. 
At the same time, we have also seen ministers and 
political leaders of the present government, both at 
the Centre and the states, who are knee-deep in 
corruption and often make communal remarks 
seeking to disturb public order, yet are not 
proceeded against by the investigating agencies, 
maintaining a stoic silence.Now, we are seeing the 
unbundling of false and fabricated prosecutions 
with Special Judge Jitendra Pratap Singh 
discharging Arvind Kejriwal, Manish Sisodia and 
21 others in the liquor policy case. I wonder how a 
prosecution in a bribery case relating to the alleged 
Rs 100-crore scam could have been launched by 
the Central Bureau of Investigation without hard 
evidence. I wonder why those in power fail to 
realise how destructive it is for human dignity to 
be imprisoned on the mere plea that an 
investigation is underway. Who will compensate 
Arvind Kejriwal for the 156 days he spent in 
custody? Who will compensate Manish Sisodia 
for the 530 days in jail? There is no accountability. 
In the process, the investigating agency at the 
behest of those in power, seeks to destroy 
reputations not just personally but politically. 
Incarceration results in personal agony when one 
is jailed alongside hardened criminals, thereby 
diminishing public confidence in the leaders of 
political parties.  

For the court to find out after years of investigation 
that there was not even a prima facie case for the 
alleged criminal conspiracy or wrongdoing speaks 
volumes of the nature of investigation in our 
country. The finding that there was no evidence of 
an overarching conspiracy of criminal intent in the 
formulation of the 2021 excise policy, serious 
investigating lapses, reliance on uncorroborated 
statements, a chargesheet with significant gaps 
and implication of the accused without material, 
makes it apparent that the CBI, as an institution 
serves the political interests of the party in 
power.It also raises questions about the efficacy of 
the investigating procedures adopted by it. In 
situations like these, it is impossible to restore the 
status quo ante. Sometimes, it could also lead to 
political death. Surely, this is not how the 
investigating agencies should conduct 
themselves.

The saga does not end here. Allegations against 
Jharkhand CM Hemant Soren, again without 
substance, found him in jail for five months; an act 
of obvious vendetta politics with the intent to 
destabilise his government just before the 
assembly elections in the state. The Jharkhand 
Mukti Morcha still won, a body blow to the 
targeted prosecution. Former Chhattisgarh CM 
Bhupesh Baghel was targeted too, and his 
government was sought to be destabilised before 
the assembly elections. His son was later arrested 
along with thirteen others. The claim that such 
investigations are independent has been 
exposed.The country now realises that all such 
probes are targeted. The unbundling of the 
allegations against former Haryana CM 
Bhupinder Singh Hooda, where the chargesheet 
filed in 2018 was quashed in February 2026, again 
because there was no prima facie case on the 
allegation that the Associated Journals Limited 
was allotted a plot of land at an undervalued price, 
is yet another example of targeted prosecution.  

India’s crude basket might rise from the current $70 per barrel to $100 per barrel or even higher.

retaliatory attacks. In turn, US President Donald Trump AFTER the June 2025 attacks by the US and Israel on The UAE and Bahrain signed the Abraham Accords with 
has warned that “we will hit them with a force that has Iranian nuclear facilities and military leadership, the US Israel in 2020. They did not withdraw even after Israel’s 
never been seen before“. There is widespread public declared the Iranian nuclear programme as massacre of Palestinians in Gaza. Furthermore, many 
anger in Iran over Khamenei’s death. The US “obliterated”. A fresh onslaught now can hardly be nations have functioning US air or naval bases, including 
assumption, based on Israeli arguments, that the justified on the same grounds. Iranian Supreme Leader some with radars to track Iranian missiles. Also, there are 
assassination would make the Iranian regime collapse is Ayatollah Ali Khamenei’s assassination leads to the news reports that Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin 
probably mistaken. Although constitutionally the next unavoidable conclusion that the real objective, with Salman has been surreptitiously goading the Americans, 
Supreme Leader would be approved by the Assembly of most of the ruling families in the Gulf endorsing it, is an alongside Israel, to decapitate the Iranian regime and 
Experts, a three-member interim leadership council will Iranian regime change.Oman mediated and encouraged disarm it, especially its nuclear programme.The rivalry 
govern the country for the time being. It includes dialogue for a peaceful settlement of US-Iran between Shia Iran and Sunni Saudi Arabia is a historical 

differences. Reportedly, a deal had almost been one. Each claims the leadership of the 
finalised. Iran was to hand over its stockpile, Islamic world. Of the 12 Shia Imams, only 
containing 300-400 kg of 60% enriched one is buried in Iran (at Mashad). Saudis 
uranium. This is a step away from 90% have ignored many Imam burial spots in 
enrichment, which is required to produce 10 or their country. Having weakened Iran’s 
more nuclear weapons. The attack may trigger surrogates like Hezbollah, besides 
that move.Unlike in June last year, Iran was now overthrowing Syria’s Shia Assad regime, 
prepared to immediately retaliate, having rebuilt Israel has focused on deposing the Iranian 
its defences and re-equipped its missile arsenal. Islamic regime.

Iran is drawing the GCC countries into its China apparently provided new-generation 
standoff with the US and Israel. Dubai, after defensive and offensive weapons. This would 
being targeted by Iranian missiles, might enable China to test the effectiveness of its 
lose its charm as a tax-free haven as well as missiles against US naval assets and anti-
a trading and investment centre. Iran wants missile defence systems. This is crucial if it 
the American “puppets” to face reality and militarily attempts to occupy Taiwan, which it 
end their double game. Unless the Iranian claims as its territory. There have also been 
regime gets replaced by a pro-West reports of Russia upgrading the Iranian air 
government, stability may not return to the defence systems. In the past, Iran had S-300 
Gulf anytime soon.India also stands to lose systems but not the more advanced S-400.Any 
from these developments. Prime Minister military attack must have clear objectives and 
Narendra Modi’s unwillingness to criticise exit ramps. In June 2025, the US ended its 
Israel during his recent visit, days before the intervention claiming total destruction of the Ayatollah Alireza Arafi, President Masoud Pezeshkian 

attacks, has robbed India of its neutrality. Iran is unlikely Iranian nuclear programme. If the objective now is and the head of the judiciary, Gholam Hossein Mohseni 
to forget it. Having ostensibly aligned with one side, regime change, then multiple factors exist. Firstly, Iran Ejehei.According to a February 28 YouGov poll, only 
Delhi will lose leverage if Iran’s Islamic regime survives. is not Venezuela, where a pliant leadership immediately 33% of the Americans support the US attack on Iran, 
In danger are security and remittances of the diaspora, emerged after President Maduro’s abduction by with 45% opposing it. Democrats are protesting over the 
Dubai and the Gulf as India’s commercial entrepôt, and American special forces. The US intelligence US Congress being bypassed before starting a war. 
the reliability and cost of energy supplies. Just when the successfully exploited divisions within the ruling Consequently, President Trump may seek an early off-
Taliban need military and economic support to fight establishment in Venezuela. ramp to claim victory and end the campaign, although 

In Iran, the ruling dispensation is an alliance between the Pakistan, Indian supply routes via Iran are blocked.The his real aim of regime change may not be achieved. It is 
clerical order and the pro-regime Iranian Revolutionary BJP may find ideological affinity with Zionism, but likely that the late Supreme Leader’s successor may be 
Guard Corps (IRGC). Assisting them is the Basij, a Sufism, which blended Islamic mysticism with Shia either another cleric, who is as or even more committed 
paramilitary volunteer militia with 600,000 active Islam, inspired the Bhakti movement. Sufism and to religion-inspired governance, or a serving/former 
members and 25 million reserves. The late Supreme Sikhism have deep historical and mystical links. That is IRGC member.A prompt ceasefire, however, is unlikely. 
Leader realised the threat to his life. However, he defied why 130 of Baba Farid’s sloks and shabads are in the Iran would want to be seen extracting revenge from 
and led, while creating multiple layers of successors to Guru Granth Sahib. Thus, the developments in the Gulf Israel and the US. This can mean considerable damage 
all sensitive leadership positions. It also appears that and West Asia have economic and spiritual relevance for to institutions and infrastructure in Israel. The attack on 
instructions were issued to officers at the operational India.Hopefully Trump is merely bluffing and would all Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) countries, except 
level to act without guidance from the higher ranks. This allow Iran a face-saving retaliation without escalating the Oman, is foxing analysts. They wonder why Iran would 
was to ensure that the chain of command’s severance did conflict. In that case, a quick off-ramp may be available. alienate neighbours which had announced that their 
not stall planned retaliation. Otherwise, chaos and massive economic disruption are airspace and territory were barred for launching any 

What happens next? The IRGC has announced massive inevitable.attack on Iran.

Tehran would want to be seen extracting revenge from Israel and the US

like the Houthi rebels have demonstrated in the Red Sea. $13-14 billion since we pay lower prices than the global Rs 115 and Rs 135, depending on which state they are in. A COUPLE of weeks before Israeli and American missiles 
That means ships will need to pay very high insurance average.If global oil prices rise to $100 per barrel, our oil That, in turn, will have a huge impact on the overall retail began raining down on Iran, one of the Islamic nation's 

premia to transit through the strait. Already, the import bill will rise by $30-40 billion. Other things inflation.It is estimated that for every $10 increase in the two naval wings, the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps 
additional war risk premium (AWRP) charged on ships remaining the same, this will raise our CAD — the gap global price of crude, the consumer price index rises by Navy, shut down the Strait of Hormuz for several hours 
that travel through the region has risen from one-third of a per cent. A $100 per barrel as it conducted an exercise to test its new defence 
0.05-0.1% to 0.5-1%. of the vessel's hull crude could add a full percentage point doctrine, the 'Smart Control of the Strait of Hormuz.' The 
value. to retail inflation. That will force the objective was to show to the world that Iran had the 

That means a very large crude carrier (VLCC) RBI to reverse its stance on interest rates capability to block any seaborne trade through the 
with a hull value of $100 million will have to by raising them to curb inflation. In a strait.More than 20 million barrels of crude oil pass 
pay up to $1 million in insurance. In some situation where both investment and through the Strait of Hormuz every day. That makes up 
cases, major maritime insurers have simply consumption are already strained, this 25% of the world's crude shipments and 20% of global 
withdrawn insurance coverage for any ship would have a dampening effect on crude consumption. For us, the importance of the strait is 
going through the Strait of Hormuz.This will India's GDP growth.even larger: 50% of India's crude imports transit through 
have a deadly impact on the crude 'basket' we One way to compensate for the it.Any sustained blockade will increase our crude import 
import, whose price is estimated using a inflationary impact of rising crude costs dramatically, over and above the impact it will have 
combination of the price of heavy sour crude prices is for both the Centre and states to on global crude prices.Defence analysts are divided over 
from Oman and Dubai and sweet Brent reduce the taxes levied on petrol and whether Iran can actually implement the blockade for 
crude. diesel. Currently, the Centre imposes Rs long. Some say that Iran has war-gamed this exact 

13 per litre as central excise on petrol scenario for years and has built up maritime defence We will have to pay more for the crude coming 
and Rs 10 on diesel. State VAT rates vary capabilities that rival the best in the world. Janes, the from the Gulf and also increase our 
widely, ranging from 16% to 26%, much-respected defence analysis group, once called Iran dependence on crude from North America, 
depending on the fuel type.the "foremost… practitioner of small boat 'swarm' which will drive up our import price. 

If retail prices are to be kept where they tactics", which is of crucial value in the Strait of Hormuz. Estimates suggest that if the disruption in 
Hormuz continues, India's crude basket are, the Centre could end up losing as It also has over 5,000 naval mines, including Chinese-
might rise from the current $70 per barrel to much as Rs 1.5 lakh crore in tax revenue, made EM-52 rising mines, that can lie dormant on the sea 
$100 per barrel or even higher. which will push up the fiscal deficit to bed until they sense there is a high-value target 

4.6-4.7%.The government will have to above.Iran also has the largest anti-ship missile arsenal in There are four major effects of any large rise in between our imports and exports — to 2.3% of the GDP.
borrow more to fill the gap, increasing the supply of West Asia, including the short-range Noor and the mid- crude prices on our economy. The first is the impact on If crude import prices rise, oil refineries will 
government bonds and pushing up yields. Corporates to long-range anti-ship ballistic missiles (ASBMs), our oil import bill and the current account deficit (CAD). proportionately increase their refinery gate prices — the 
will also have to follow suit by offering higher returns on Khalij Fars, Zolfaghar Basir and Qasem Basir. The second is the cost of refining crude. The third is the price at which they ship it to petrol pumps — to maintain 

impact on the price of fuel that a common citizen pays at their bonds.Other defence experts say that the US and Israel have their profit margins. If the Centre and state governments 
the local petrol pump. And the fourth is the effect on what In short, whether the rise in crude prices is passed on to abundant firepower to take out this entire naval continue to tax at the same rate as they currently do, 
the Centre and states earn from taxes on petrol and diesel. consumers or absorbed by the government, interest rates configuration within a few days and clear up the Strait of consumers will spend much more when they buy petrol 

could rise and affect India's GDP growth in the coming Hormuz within a week. Yet, even if this were true, they Estimates suggest that for every $10 increase in the global and diesel.At $100 per barrel, refineries will sell petrol at 
financial year.would not be able to rule out guerrilla strikes on ships, price of a barrel of crude, our oil import bill will go up by Rs 80 per litre and consumers will end up paying between 

Hormuz closure could hit half of India’s oil supply

Punjab’s small landholdings and high input costs make the fear of competition from heavily mechanised US farms an easy rallying cry
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NEW

stakes knockout here, the sense of Mumbai. (Agency)  
occasion is unmistakable.It is perhaps  Nearly four decades ago, England silenced 
this heavy air of what if that led the a packed Wankhede Stadium by knocking 
Indian camp to delay their training India out of a World Cup semi-final. On 
session on matchday minus two. In a Thursday night, the same venue hosts 
bid to control the controllables, the another chapter in that rivalry as 
team opted to avoid the shadow of the defending champions India take on 
lunar eclipse, taking no chances with England in the semi-final of the men’s 
cosmic alignment when the stakes are T20 World Cup with the winner set to 
this terrestrial.On Thursday evening, meet New Zealand in the final.Few 
the Wankhede is expected to transform grounds capture the emotional extremes three decades later MS Dhoni’s team fell 

into a cauldron of noise. A packed and of Indian cricket quite like the Wankhede. short against West Indies in the 2016 T20 
fiercely partisan crowd will gather in For millions of fans, it remains the site of World Cup semi-final.India meet England 
anticipation, hoping the ground that once one of the sport’s most cherished memories in the second semifinal at the Wankhede 
delivered Indian cricket its greatest triumph — Gautam Gambhir’s gritty 97 and MS Stadium in Mumbai at 7 pm IST. The match 
can once again inspire the home Dhoni’s unforgettable six that sealed the will be televised on Star Sports and 
side.Standing in India’s path are England — 2011 ODI World Cup. Yet the ground has s t r e a m e d  l i v e  o n  J i o H o t s t a r  i n  
a team that has become a familiar opponent also witnessed heartbreak. Kapil Dev’s side India.History, triumph and disappointment 
in the knockout stages of the T20 World saw their title defence crumble here in the are never far from the surface at this venue. 
Cup.1987 World Cup semi-final, while nearly And as India prepare for another high-

New Delhi. (Agency)  

really not know that India would reach the bowler who was responsible. In that over, 
semifinals? Of course, he knew that the he conceded only one boundary, but bowled 
defending champions would make it. But too many wides. His balls did not even land 
they say these things because it becomes on the stumps. Who got scared against that 
news. We must not give them importance. USA team and made his side lose the game? 
There is no need for us to come down to I don't have to say more," Kaif said.In his 
their level and reply," he said on his concluding remark, Kaif also slammed the 

entire Pakistan team and 
the country's cricketing 
culture. He said that the 
country was many years 
behind India in the sport 
and lacked leadership in 
key positions across its 
structure.

Former India cricketer Mohammed Kaif has "Why are we focusing on 
called out Mohammad Amir for his him? The country is so far 
constant badmouthing of the Indian behind in the sport — they 
cricket team. Amir, who had earlier called have no players, no solid 
Abhishek Sharma “nothing but a slogger” captain, no solid bowler, 
and predicted that India would not reach nothing. Just let them be. 
the semi-final of the T20 World Cup, YouTube channel.Kaif also questioned We don’t have to respond to everything they 
faced strong pushback from Kaif a day Amir's cricketing credentials, referring to say. They cannot come to our level. They 
ahead  of  the  India  vs  England  Pakistan's T20 World Cup group-stage have different problems. If we focus on 
game.Speaking on his YouTube channel, game against the USA. Kaif reminded fans their comments, it is like we are giving them 
Kaif said that Amir makes inflammatory — and perhaps Amir — that the Pakistan importance, and that is what they want 
comments about India to stay in the news pacer failed to restrict the USA in the Super anyway," he concluded.Pakistan were 
and should not be given the relevance that Over of that match by bowling a number of knocked out of the T20 World Cup 2026 
he so desperately seeks. Kaif added that wides. Kaif said that a bowler who could not from the Super 8s stage. This is the second 
there was no need to acknowledge Amir's even win a game against the USA was not straight World Cup in which they have 
views on India or on cricket, as they did not worth taking seriously."The loss they faced failed to reach the semi-finals of the 
come from genuine analysis"Did Amir against the USA in 2024 — it was the same tournament.

Mohammad Amir says bad things about India 
to stay in the news: Kaif  tears into pacer

LONDON. (Agency) 
Premier League leaders Arsenal stretched 

their lead over Manchester City to seven 
points on Wednesday with a nervy win at 
Brighton, while Pep Guardiola's men were 
held to a costly 2-2 draw by Nottingham 
Forest.The Gunners have long been 
favourites to win their first English league 
crown since 2004 but Pep Guardiola's men 
have loomed large in their rear-view 
mirror.On a busy night of action, Arsenal 
drew first blood in the battle for English title 
as Bukayo Saka celebrated his 300th Arsenal 
appearance with a goal in the ninth minute at 
Brighton's Amex Stadium.The England man 
received the ball on the right before cutting 
in and hitting a shot from the edge of the 
penalty area which took a deflection off 

Carlos Baleba before squirming through the 
legs of goalkeeper Bart Verbruggen.

The home side dominated possession and had 
more shots but Arsenal kept them at bay, 
digging deep to see out a nerve-jangling 1-0 
win."This was a really difficult one after 
everything we've been through in the last 
few weeks," Arsenal boss Mikel Arteta told 
TNT Sports."Every game in the Premier 
League offers you different things. Big 
credit to the boys because the effort they put 
in is astronomical.Second-placed City, who 
have a game in hand, appeared to be on 
course to stay within five points of top spot.

But they twice surrendered their lead to 
relegation-threatened Forest, whose battling 
performance kept them out of the drop zone, 
above West Ham on goal difference.January 
signing Antoine Semenyo volleyed home 
for City in the first half but Morgan Gibbs-
White produced a moment of magic to pull 
Forest level, backheeling home in the 56th 
minute.That sparked a renewed sense of 
urgency from City and they were back in 
front just six minutes later after the 
unmarked Rodri headed home Rayan Ait-
Nouri's corner.

Mumbai on March 5.India head into the will not work if they say ‘if only we had done Ashwin believes the contest between 
semi-final at the Wankhede Stadium after that’. We just need a little luck.”India’s Suryakumar and Rashid could be a decisive 
navigating a tricky Super 8 stage. They batting has faced occasional challenges moment in the semi-final, given the England 
suffered a setback against South Africa but against spin during the tournament. spinner’s strong form in the tournament.
bounced back strongly with must-win Rashid has been England’s most consistent 
victories over Zimbabwe and West Indies bowler in the competition so far. In seven 
to seal a place in the last four.England, led matches, the leg-spinner has claimed 11 
by Harry Brook, arrive with momentum wickets while conceding 209 runs from 
after an unbeaten Super 8 campaign in Sri 26.4 overs at an economy rate of 7.83.
Lanka. Their only loss in the tournament Suryakumar, meanwhile, has been one of 
came earlier at the Wankhede Stadium India’s key performers with the bat. The 
against West Indies.Speaking on his Indian captain has scored 231 runs in 
YouTube channel, Ashwin suggested that seven matches at an average of 38.50 and 
the battle between Suryakumar and a strike rate of 135.88.
Rashid could shape the direction of the Against spin, Suryakumar often relies on 
semi-final. sweep and slog-sweep variations to 

“If we can chase 195 against the West disrupt the bowler’s rhythm, though those 
New Delhi. (Agency)  Indies, we can do that against England as shots have brought mixed results during 

well. Their bowling is nothing special as “Former India spinner Ravichandran Ashwin the tournament.His familiarity with the 
such,” Ashwin said.“We are playing in India, Opposition teams have frequently used off-has highlighted a crucial tactical battle ahead Wankhede surface could prove valuable in 
we are playing at the Wankhede, our spin during the Powerplay to trouble India’s of the ICC Men's T20 World Cup 2026 semi- the semi-final. Having played several 
favourite ground, so we have the edge. But top order and exploit the presence of several final, pointing to the contest between India seasons at the venue with the Mumbai 
having the edge does not mean that we will left-handers in the line-up.captain Suryakumar Yadav and England leg- Indians in the Indian Premier League, 
win. No excuse will work, your batting, SURYAKUMAR VS ADIL RASHID: KEY spinner Adil Rashid as one of the defining Suryakumar understands the pace and 
bowling and fielding have to be on point. It BATTLE IN MUMBAImatchups when India face England in bounce the pitch can offer.

SPORTS

and Arshdeep Singh.Kuldeep, lineup.”
however, has featured only once in WHY SHOULD KULDEEP PLAY 
the tournament so far. His lone VS ENGLAND?
appearance came against Pakistan, Vaughan’s suggestion is largely 
where he returned impressive based on Kuldeep’s impressive 
figures of 1 for 14.Speaking on record against England in T20 
CricBuzz, Vaughan said the left- internationals.
arm wrist-spinner could be a Across his appearances against 
valuable option against England’s England, the wrist-spinner has 
batting line-up."I would play taken e ight  wickets  whi le  
Kuldeep Yadav. Kuldeep, over the conceding just 77 runs from 12 
years, has had England on toast in overs, maintaining an economy rate 
any format. He has always been a of 6.41. His variations and ability to 
bowler England have struggled to turn the ball away from right-

New Delhi. (Agency)  pick. Do you need Tilak Varma or handers have historically troubled 
Shivam Dube down the order? Former England captain Michael Vaughan has England’s aggressive batting unit.
Instead, I would be playing the left-suggested that India should consider Despite those numbers, India have 
arm leg-spinner against this bringing Kuldeep Yadav into their playing XI preferred to continue with their 
England batting lineup. We don't for the T20 World Cup semi-final against existing spin combination in the 
know if Kuldeep is in form as he England, pointing to the wrist-spinner’s T20 World Cup, using Varun 
hasn't played. But him against the strong record against English batters. Chakravarthy and Axar Patel as the 

India has largely stuck with a settled bowling England batters will be a good primary options.With a place in the 
combination throughout the tournament, matchup for India," Vaughan final at stake, it remains to be seen 
relying on Varun Chakravarthy and Axar said.However, Vaughan also whether captain Suryakumar Yadav pack the batting. He sets up T20 teams where 
Patel as their main spin options, with acknowledged that India may prefer to retain and head coach Gautam Gambhir will stick you've got a real powerful insurance at 7, 8 
Washington Sundar tried and shelved over their current balance rather than make a late with their established formula or consider and 9. So what I am saying potentially won't 
the group stages. The spinners have given change before a knockout clash.“But introducing Kuldeep as a tactical change happen, but it would be worthwhile to play 
ample support to spearheads Jasprit Bumrah Gautam Gambhir's history is to generally against England.Kuldeep against this England batting 

India need Kuldeep Yadav vs England: 
Vaughan suggests big change for semi-final

History meets high stakes in Mumbai as India 
face confident England in semifinal

New Delhi. (Agency)  
Jos Buttler has built a reputation over the years as 

one of those batters who can flip a game on its 
head in a matter of overs.When he finds his 
rhythm, the game can slip away from bowlers 
in a blur of scoops, flicks and towering hits. 
That ability to flip the momentum of a match 
almost instantly made Buttler one of England’s 
most dangerous limited-overs batters.In seven 
matches, Buttler has managed only 62 runs at 
an average of 8.85. Even more surprising is that 
he has fallen for single-digit scores in each of 
his last five innings, a streak that hardly 
matches the reputation of one of England’s 
greatest white-ball players.Yet big tournaments 
have a strange way of offering second chances. 
Buttler now has the perfect stage to change his 
narrative when England face India in the high-
stakes semi-final at the Wankhede Stadium in 
Mumbai on Thursday. The question that 
naturally follows is simple. Should India still 
be wary of a champion waiting for his moment?

WANKHEDE: WHERE FORM CAN BE 
REWRITTEN

Buttler has good reason to believe a turnaround 
could arrive in the semi-final, particularly at the 

Wankhede Stadium, a venue that has often 
brought out his best. Among overseas players, 
he is the second-highest T20 run-scorer at the 
iconic ground.Across 31 matches here, Buttler 
has scored 909 runs at an average of 32.46 and a 
strike rate of 143.82. Mumbai has frequently 
been a happy hunting ground for him.

In fact, his strike rate at the venue is higher and 
his average not far behind that of Rohit Sharma, 
a player who knows the Wankhede better than 
most. It was at this very ground in 2022 that 
Buttler smashed a brilliant 116 off 65 balls for 
Rajasthan Royals to guide them to a thrilling 
15-run victory over Delhi Capitals.

His T20I numbers in Mumbai also tell an 
interesting story. In six innings he has scored 
30, 26, 21, 21, 15 and 7. Those knocks show he 
has often found a start here but has not yet 
produced the kind of defining innings that 
leaves a lasting mark.

Jos Buttler out of form: But 
should India be wary of 
England's sleeping giant

New Delhi. (Agency)  
As the sun sets over the Arabian Sea this 

Thursday, the floodlights of the Wankhede 
Stadium will illuminate more than just a 
high-stakes 2026 T20 World Cup semi-final 
between Suryakumar Yadav’s India and 
Harry Brook’s England. They will also 
catch the first glints of moisture on the 
outfield grass — the invisible protagonist 
that has historically dictated the fate of 
matches at this iconic venue.In the high-
pressure cauldron of a World Cup knockout, 
the toss is often a matter of tactical 
preference. At Wankhede, however, it is a 
matter of geography.

The Wankhede Stadium is effectively a 
waterfront property. Its proximity to the 
coast creates a unique atmospheric trap. As 
evening temperatures drop in Mumbai, the 
high humidity drifting in from the Arabian 
Sea reaches its dew point and condenses 
rapidly onto the playing surface.For the 
fielding side, this transforms the cricket ball 
into something resembling a bar of soap. 
Spinners lose the ability to grip the seam for 

purchase, while fast bowlers struggle to 
control their release. Conversely, for the 
chasing side, the wet grass acts as a 
lubricant, allowing the ball to skid off the 
surface and on to the bat with pace, making 
strokeplay significantly easier under 
lights.Historically, the numbers at 
Wankhede tell a clear story: in T20s overall, 
the team fielding first has won 123 times 
compared with 92 victories for sides batting 
first. However, this T20 World Cup has 
thrown up a slight anomaly.Contrary to the 
traditional “chase-to-win” manual, teams 
batting first have successfully defended 
totals in three of the seven night games 
played here so far. In India’s tournament 
opener against the USA, the expected 200-
plus fireworks never materialised; instead, 
the hosts had to grind out 161, a total that 
eventually proved sufficient for a 29-run 
victory. West Indies then successfully 
defended 196 by 30 runs against England in 
a night game, before later posting 254 
against Zimbabwe to secure a commanding 
107-run win.

Arsenal stretch lead at 
top of  Premier League 

as Man City falter

Win the toss, win the match? 
How dew will impact T20 

World Cup semifinal in Mumbai

ZT20 World Cup: Michael Vaughan has 
urged India to consider playing 
Kuldeep Yadav against England in the 
T20 World Cup semi-final. The 
former England captain believes 
Kuldeep's record against England 
makes him a strong tactical option.

 

Former India batter Mohammed 
Kaif tore into Pakistan pacer 
Mohammad Amir for making 
inflammatory comments about the 
Indian cricket team. Kaif slammed 
Amir, stating that he said such 
things to stay relevant in the news.

T20 World Cup: R Ashwin 
believes Suryakumar Yadav's 
battle against Adil Rashid could 
shape the India vs England T20 
World Cup semi-final. The 
former spinner feels India hold 
the edge at Wankhede but 
must execute well.

Suryakumar Yadav vs Adil Rashid: Ashwin 
picks key battle for IND vs ENG semi-final
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on 5 March 2026.The brokerage New Delhi.(Agency)
said that the recent decline in RIL In recent times, the shares of Reliance 
share price is bigger than justified Industries (RIL) have been on the 
from the company’s business decline. The RIL stock felt the heat due 
perspective, because an increase in to simmering tensions in the Middle 
crude oil prices may in some cases East and the relentless selling by 
benefit the company rather than foreign investors in the Indian stock 
harm it.market. However, in a sigh of relief for 

RIL’s Advantage: How Crude Oil the existing investors and the people 
Prices Can Boost Profitabilitywho are planning to buy RIL shares, 

many brokerage houses now believe According to analysts, there has been triggers could results in its earnings 
that the decline has been excessive and a sharp rise in diesel, which has swell in the coming years.
the stock is available at an attractive increased from around $20 per barrel to Why did RIL shares declined
valuation at current levels. Brokerage about $35–42 per barrel.Putting Due to escalating tensions in the Middle 
firm Motilal Oswal has backed forward its points, Motilal Oswal states East, there has been a sharp jump in the 
Reliance Industries and advised that Reliance’s refinery produces a prices of crude oil and LNG. After this, 
investors to buy the shares of India’s large amount of diesel, so if diesel RIL’s shares fell about 4 percent in a 
biggest conglomerate. The brokerage margins remain high, the company’s month. The Reliance Industries traded 
says the the company has a strong Gross Refining Margin (GRM) could with 2.82 per cent gains at Rs 1,382.90 
business model and the upcoming also jump.apiece at the time of writing this article 

Amid Evolving Situation in Middle East, will petrol 
and diesel price rise in India? Govt says...

Rupee stabilises after record low, but 
oil price swings threaten outlook

How companies can embrace AI 
without losing control

New Delhi.(Agency)
 American beauty major the Estée Lauder 

Companies is set to acquire Forest Essentials. 
The company said it has entered into an 
agreement to buy the remaining interests in the 
Indian luxury Ayurveda brand, subject to 
regulatory approvals, with the transaction 
expected to close in the second half of 2026. 
Founded in 2000 by entrepreneur Mira 
Kulkarni, Forest Essentials will continue to be 
led from India even after the acquisition. 
Kulkarni will remain at the helm of the brand, 
with its headquarters staying in New Delhi, and 
her son, executive director Samrath Bedi, 
continuing in his leadership role. “The brand 
will maintain its fully integrated operational 
ecosystem in India, spanning research and 
development and in-house manufacturing,” 
Estée Lauder said.  Stéphane de La Faverie, 
President and Chief Executive Officer of the 
Estée Lauder Companies, told Business 
Standard that the acquisition will not alter the 
identity of Forest Essentials. The brand name, 
product strategy and price positioning will 
remain unchanged, with Kulkarni and her team 
continuing to develop the portfolio and guide 
its strategy. “Our philosophy is always to 
honour and respect the brand DNA,” de La 
Faverie said. “What we will bring is the 
operational scale to help the brand reach the 
next level.”The acquisition is also strategically 
significant for the US beauty conglomerate’s 
global footprint. Combining Forest Essentials 
with Estée Lauder’s existing portfolio will 
make India the company’s largest emerging 
market, he said. For Estée Lauder, which 
celebrates its 80th anniversary this year, the 
move builds on a relationship that began with a 
minority investment in 2008, which was 
increased to 49 per cent in 2020. “This marks a 
meaningful new chapter in a partnership built 
over th past 18 years,” de La Faverie said. 
Kulkarni said Estée Lauder brings both 
expertise and respect for the brand’s origins. 
“They understand that our cultural roots and 
Indian-based operations are central to our 
success,” she said, expressing confidence that 
the company will prove to be “a partner who 
sees our Indian identity not as a limitation, but 
as our greatest strength”.Forest Essentials 
currently operates nearly 200 freestanding 
stores across India, and its net sales are 
projected to grow in the low double digits.

BUSINESS

US beauty major Estee Lauder 
to acquire Ayurveda brand 

Forest EssentialsNew Delhi.(Agency) Africa, Russia as well as the US and globally. Puri said that the country is 
building resilience through strategic well stocked with crude oil and New Delhi: Crude oil prices went up 
reserves. The country has also inventories of key petroleum products more than 2 percent on Thursday 
strengthened its energy security by including petrol, diesel and ATF to amidst escalating Middle East 
diversifying its oil imports to deal with short-term disruptions tensions. Supply constraints continue 
countries outside the Gulf in the past arising from the Middle East.It was to choke oil trade in the aftermath of 
few years and a large volume of further apprised that in the last few closure of Strait of Hormuz by Iran. 
supplies do not come through the years, India has ensured both In the early morning trade, the April 
Strait of Hormuz now.Government availability and affordability of contract of the benchmark crude on 

energy for its population by the Intercontinental Exchange was 
diversifying its sources. Indian trading at $83.26 per barrel, up by 
energy companies now have almost 2.43 per cent from its previous 
access to energy supplies that are close. India imports over 85 percent 
not routed through the Strait of of its crude oil requirement of which 
Hormuz. Such cargoes will around 50 percent is supplied by 
remain available and help Middle Eastern countries through the 
mitigate supplies that may be Strait of Hormuz, flows from which 
temporarily affected enroute have been disrupted following the 
through the Strait of Hormuz.The Iran war.While a continuous increase 
Ministry has established a 24×7 in oil prices would impact India’s 
Control Room to continuously import bill, India maintains that it is 
monitor the supply and stock in a reasonably comfortable position says India well stocked with crude oil 

position of petroleum products across as far as crude oil, LPG and LNG are and inventoriesFollowing the 
the country.  At  present ,  the concerned. Media reports quoting outbreak of hostilities in the Middle 
G o v e r n m e n t  i s  r e a s o n a b l y  government sources has said that India East and the evolving global energy 
comfortable in terms of stocks. has a stock of 25 days of reserve for situation, Hardeep Singh Puri, 
Safeguarding the interests of Indian crude and 25 days of products Minister of Petroleum & Natural Gas, 
consumers remains the highest including the quantity that is in transit recently briefed the media on the 
priority. Based on continuous on ships headed for the country’s country’s preparedness in the current 
monitoring, the Government is ports.There is no indication currently circumstancesIt was informed that 
cautiously optimistic that phased of a rise in retail prices of diesel and India is the third largest importer, 
measures can be taken, if required, to petrol in India.India has diversified its fourth largest refiner, and fifth largest 
further mitigate the situation.oil sources by increasing imports from exporter of petroleum products 

New Delhi,.(Agency)
Benchmark stock market indices opened with gains on 

Thursday, breaking their 3-day losing run as 
heavyweight shares like RIL, Adani Ports gained up 
to 2%, tracking Asian markets.The S&P BSE Sensex 
was up 245.39 points to 79,361.58, while the NSE 
Nifty50 gained 85.50 points to 24,566.00 as of 9:30 
am.Dr. VK Vijayakumar, Chief Investment 
Strategist, Geojit Investments Limited, said that 
from the market perspective, the problem with an 
ongoing war is that sudden developments like 
attacks on oil facilities, can impact the market.If 
crude spikes, the market will be impacted. On the 
other hand, couple of days of smooth oil trade can 
trigger a risk- on facilitating a market rebound. India 
outperformed yesterday with only a 1.5% cut in the 
Nifty compared to the 12.1% crash in South Korean 
Kospi. Markets which did well this year are facing 
huge volatility triggered by profit booking," he 
added.Going forward, high volatility in response to 
news/events will keep the market volatile. This will 
give opportunities to investors to slowly accumulate 
high quality stocks and wait with lots of patience. 
Perhaps emotional intelligence is more important 
now than financial acumen.”

New Delhi.(Agency)
 At a time when there are grave concerns arising out of 

the US-Israel and Iran war, an external member of 
the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) rate-setting panel 
said the Middle east crisis poses some immediate-
term challenges for the Indian economy. He, 
however, said that the war is unlikely to dent long-
term economic growth momentum

Nagesh Kumar called for the introduction of fiscal and 
monetary policies to work in a coordinated manner 
to push GDP growth to a higher trajectory, PTI 
reported.The external member of the RBI’s rate-
setting panel said that the immediate challenges on 
the growth front are the rising in oil prices, the 
exports getting hit due to the conflict and impact on 
remittances.“The breakout of the Middle East 
conflict poses some immediate-term challenges for 
the Indian economy by raising oil prices, disrupting 
exports destined to the region and the potential loss 
of remittances, besides threatening security of the 
Indian diaspora in the region,” Kumar told the news 
agency in an e-mailed interview.

Kumar further said that as the US-Israel and Iran 
conflict escalates, the oil prices are likely to 
harden.“Hopefully, the crisis will be resolved soon, 
given the high stakes that the world has in the 
region,” he added. He further advised the 
diversification of oil sources as it could help mitigate 
risks.“The opening up of Venezuelan oil supplies for 
India is also likely to be helpful, as it diversifies the 
options,” he said. Kumar further said that even if the 
Middle East crisis ends quickly and sanctions on Iran 
are lifted, India may gain from cheaper oil supplies.

Addressing the inflation worries as the geopolitical 
tensions simmer, Kumar maintained that the India’s 
inflation outlook remains benign. As per the official 
data, Headline CPI was recorded at 1.3 per cent in 
December 2025. According to the new data series, it 
is projected to be around 2.5 per cent in FY2026.The 
inflation outlook is not showing any concerns of 
overheating,” he said.The external member of the 
RBI’s rate-setting panel was hopeful that despite 
global tensions, India’s growth story is intact and the 
lower inflation figures provides an opportunity for 
India to stay in the “Goldilocks” zone for longer.

Buy rating on RIL shares; brokerage says 
‘attractive valuation after decline’

Sensex, Nifty open in green 
as markets snap 3-day 
losing streak; RIL up 2%

Almost every major 

organisation now uses AI in 

customer-facing products. But 

this rapid adoption has 

exposed an uncomfortable 

truth. Governance 

frameworks have not kept 

pace with the speed of  

innovation.

policies, and over 80% accept AI outputs better infrastructure where secure tools human and machine identities operating 
without independent verification.The are easier to use than unsafe ones. When within their digital environment.
solution is not to slow innovation but to security becomes the simplest option, According to Okta’s AI at Work 2025 study, 
rethink how it is governed. Security shadow behaviour naturally declines. 53% of Indian executives say identity and 
should not be seen as a barrier to IDENTITY AS INFRASTRUCTURE access management is essential for 
progress. Instead, it must act as the successful AI adoption. India is 
system that allows organisations to already becoming a leader in securing 
innovate safely and at scale. The real non-human identities, which are 
challenge today is no longer whether increasingly used by automated 
companies should adopt AI. It is how systems and AI agents.Each AI agent 
they design systems where the safest path should operate with its own identity 
is also the easiest and fastest way for and have permissions limited to what 
employees to work. it truly needs. Access should follow 

THE SHADOW AI TAX the principle of least privilege across 
both data and operational layers. Shadow AI exists for the same reason 
Credentials should also be tied to shadow IT once did. When official 
verified devices, while outbound systems are slow or restrictive, 
connections must be restricted to employees find quicker alternatives. The 

Artificial intelligence has crossed an approved systems.Without these controls, cost of these shortcuts is rising.In India, New Delhi.(Agency) important threshold. AI systems are no a compromised AI system could gain the average cost of a shadow AI-related 
Indian enterprises are not easing into AI; longer limited to analysing information. broad access and cause significant breach has reached Rs 17.9 million per 

they are hard-wiring it into the core of Many now perform tasks such as updating damage. Individual identities for AI incident. Yet only 42% of organisations 
their operations. Almost every major records, processing payments, or agents, controlled network access, and currently have policies to detect or 
organisation now uses AI in customer- triggering workflows. detailed activity logs make it far easier to manage shadow AI usage.This is not 
facing products. But this rapid adoption detect threats and prevent misuse. As AI In this environment, accountability cannot simply a compliance issue. It is largely a 
has exposed an uncomfortable truth. becomes more active in business rely on informal oversight. It must be built design problem. Strict bans often 
Governance frameworks have not kept processes, identity management becomes into the system itself. Identity and access encourage employees to work around 
pace with the speed of innovatio. a cri t ical  foundation of digital  management provides that control layer. It official systems.Instead of tightening 

Research shows that more than 70% of infrastructure.allows organisations to monitor both restrictions, organisations need to build 
employees regularly bypass workplace AI 

Morgan Stanley lays off  
2,500 employees across 
divisions: Report

Copper prices have risen sharply this year due to supply disruptions at key global mines and strong demand from sectors such as electrification, renewable energy and artificial intelligence-led infrastructure.

India’s Goldilocks zone 
resilient: RBI member on 
Middle East impact & eco 
outlook

New Delhi.(Agency)
US-based investment banker Morgan Stanley has 

reportedly laid off about 2,500 employees, or roughly 
3 per cent of its global workforce, starting in early 
March, reports have said. The job cuts are not linked 
to artificial intelligence-related reforms but stem 
from shifting business priorities, a revised global 
location strategy and performance reviews of 
employees, according to a Wall Street Journal report, 
citing sources.The reported layoffs span across the 
bank’s three major divisions such as institutional 
securities, wealth management and investment 
management affecting front-office roles, revenue-
generating roles and back-office positions, though 
financial advisors are not impacted.Morgan Stanley 
was yet to comment on the report.The move follows a 
similar round of job uts last spring when the bank laid 
off 2,000 employees.

The layoffs coincide with Morgan Stanley posting a 
record full-year 2025 revenues of $70.6 billion, and a 
47 per cent surge in revenues for the final quarter. The 
bank employs 82,992 people across over 40 countries 
as of December 31, 2025.

Morgan Stanley, in a recent report, had suggested that 
long-term impact of AI on jobs may be less severe 
than many expect.According to the report, while 
some roles will be automated, most workers are 
unlikely to be permanently left behind. Instead, many 
are expected to shift into new types of jobs, including 
roles that do not yet exist. The bank said artificial 
intelligence will change the nature of work rather 
than eliminate it entirely.Twitter co-founder Jack 
Dorsey recently announced that Block, the payments 
company he founded, will cut its workforce by nearly 
half due to AI-led changes. The company will cut its 
workforce from over 10,000 people to just under 
6,000.Several tech industry leaders have said that 
most white-collar roles that rely on computers could 
be automated within the next 12 to 18 months.

According to reports, Amazon has laid off staff across 
its robotics unit, with at least ?100 white-collar jobs 
affected. This comes after a January cut of about 
16,000 jobs at the company

 

geopolitical shocks, and the war in West leave the country than enter it, the New Delhi,.(Agency)
Asia has done exactly that.The Middle domestic currency usually weakens. The rupee steadied on Thursday after 
East sits at the heart of global oil According to Jateen Trivedi, Vice plunging to a record low in the previous 
production, and even the possibility of President, Research Analyst for session, but pressure on the currency is 
supply disruptions can send prices Commodity and Currency at LKP far from over.The ongoing war in West 
swinging sharply. In recent days, fears Securities, the recent surge in crude Asia has rattled global oil markets, 
that the conflict could affect energy flows prices has been a major factor behind the strengthened the US dollar and unsettled 
from the region have pushed crude prices rupee’s decline.He said the rupee investors, pushing the rupee to its 
higher.Oil prices have jumped nearly weakened by about 0.55% to trade near weakest level on record.The currency 
10% to the $76 to $78 per barrel range, 92.10 as escalating geopolitical tensions slipped past Rs 92 per dollar on 
reflecting rising uncertainty in global in West Asia and increasing US Wednesday, its lowest level ever, before 
energy markets.For India, which imports involvement pushed oil prices higher.The stabilising on Thursday following 
the vast majority of the oil it consumes, spike in crude prices has increased suspected intervention by the Reserve 

India imports roughly 85% of its crude oil, such spikes can quickly ripple through concerns about India’s import costs and Bank of India (RBI).As of 10:37 am, the 
making the economy highly sensitive to the economy.Because crude oil is traded the broader impact on the country’s rupee was trading at Rs 91.61 against the 
movements in global energy prices.When internationally in US dollars, Indian external balance.dollar, recovering part of the steep losses 
oil becomes more expensive, India’s refiners must buy dollars to pay for those recorded earlier in the week.The rebound STRONG DOLLAR IS ADDING TO 
overall spending on imports rises. This imports. When oil prices rise, the demand has brought some immediate relief to THE PRESSURE
increases the country’s import bill, or the for dollars increases, which typically currency markets, but analysts say the Oil is not the only factor weighing on the 
total amount of money it spends buying pushes the rupee lower.In short, higher oil underlying pressures on the rupee have rupee. The US dollar has also 
goods from abroad.Higher oil prices can prices often translate directly into not disappeared. strengthened globally as investors move 
also widen India’s trade deficit, which pressure on the rupee.CRUDE OIL VOLATILITY HITS money into safer assets during periods of 
happens when a country imports more WHY OIL PRICES MATTER SO RUPEE geopolitical uncertainty.When tensions 
goods than it exports. When more dollars MUCH FOR THE RUPEE rise in global markets.Financial markets tend to react quickly to 
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Study 

ExamExamExam

Relationships

1 Start with embracing a positive attitude. There is no way to 
avoid an exam. If you let negative thoughts reign your mind, 
you will find it difficult to succeed. No one can encourage 
you more than yourself.
2 Set up a routine and follow it through. Wake up early to get 
more time during the day. Make a small to-do list and abide 
by it.
3 A change in the place of study helps. Try to find a few 
different study spots that you feel comfortable and 
productive in. The more bored or distracted you are by your 
environment, the harder it is to focus on your books.
4 One of the most common compromises that students tend 
to make during this stressful period is sleep. You need your 
eight-hours now more than any other time of the year. A well-

10 ways to beat 

StressStress
It is that time of the 

year when exams are 

approaching and 

stressed-out students 

are poring over their 

books. The trick is to 

relax and revise. 

Stressing out will only 

work against you. Here 

are a few ways to beat 

exam anxiety. 

rested body and mind will grasp information more easily.
5 Eat healthy and follow a balanced diet. Eat fresh, whole 
foods whenever possible and drink lots of water. Avoid 
sugary, processed snacks, which will spike your blood sugar 
and make you feel sluggish.
6 Everybody has that one friend who talks about how he has 
been studying for 20 hours. It is not the duration that 
matters. It is the quality. If you finish the same number of 
chapters in a shorter period time, you are the winner.
7 It is always easy to study the stuff that you already feel 
comfortable with when you should really be tackling the 
tougher parts that you aren't so familiar with. Mock tests are 
a great way to not only test your current knowledge but will 
help to identify the areas that need more focus.

8 It is important to revise. If you have already covered 
your portions, take time out to revise. But don't overdo 
it. Go slow and don't keep revising the same thing over 
and over again. If you have revised a chapter ample 
number of times, take a break and chill out. Don't be 
afraid of feeling confident.
9 Take a stroll after long study hours. Go out in the 
open and take in some fresh air. A walk in a park, by 
the lakeside relaxes the mind and body. Take a friend 
along if you want, but don't talk about exams and don't 
discuss chapters during this leisurely stroll.
10 Exercise to beat stress. Include a 30-minute 
workout into your daily routine. This will you to 
concentrate better while studying.

Study 
links job problems to 

ParentingParenting

Parents, take note! If your kids have problems at work, you may be 
responsible to some extent for the trouble, according to a new study 
which found a link between parenting styles and workplace 
behaviour.

"It really is about both parents, but because mothers are typically 
the primary caregivers of the children, they usually have more 
influence on their children," said Peter Harms from University of 
Alabama in the US. Researchers studied manager-employee 
relationships in the workplace and found a link between parenting 
styles and workplace behaviour.

Their research was based on the work of John Bowlby , an early 
psychoanalyst, who argued that the way parents treat their 
offspring could have long-term implications for how their children 
approach relationships.

In particular, the work focused on how parents acted when their 
infants cried out for help.

Babies learn over time that they can either count on their parent to 
come to their rescue right away or they need to escalate to high 
levels of distress in order to get attention. Or, if babies learn that 
parents are not a reliable source of comfort, they stop making overt 
appeals for help. Individuals with reliable parents view others as 
potential sources of support.

These people are often categorised as having anxious or avoidant 
attachment depending on the style they adopted to cope with 
distress.

"Your boss is sort of like your parent," said Harms. The findings 
showed that when anxious followers were paired with supportive 
leaders, they were perfectly fine. But when they were paired with 
distant, unsupportive leaders, the anxiously attached employees 
reported higher levels of stress and lower levels of performance.

Things to keep in mind when 
you’re travelling with kids

Travelling with kids is never easy. Whether you're 
travelling with one, twins or more, it can be a 
tedious and testy time for most parents. Here's 
what you need to keep in mind...
Carry enough toys to keep your child(ren) 
entertained during the journey. This means toys, 
colouring books, building blocks, books or puzzles 
— anything that will capture the attention of your 
child for at least a couple of hours. And don't forget 
to carry you child's favourite toy. The last thing you 
need is a full blown tantrum on the airplane 
because he/ she is missing her favourite teddy bear.
Don't forget to carry medication. Many children 
tend to suffer from motion sickness or an upset 
tummy especially while travelling and you don't 
want to be caught off guard in an unknown place 
with no medicines. Carry some bandaids as well.

While allowing your child to pack their own bag may 
seem tempting, avoid doing that unless you're okay 
with lugging around heavy luggage. Instead, let them 
help you with the packing so that they know exactly 
what goes into their suitcase.
Read up beforehand about the climate of the place that 
you're about to visit. This will give you a fair idea of 
what to pack and what you can skip carrying 
unnecessarily.
Always carry a hand sanitiser, antibacterial wet wipes 
and tissues in your handbag because you never know 
when the need arises. Not only will this ensure that 
your child is (relatively) germ-free but will also help in 
case of spillage.
As a parent you're expected to keep your child 
entertained during those long journeys, so in the rare 
case when your child does not want to play with his/ 

her toys, make sure you have a stock of stories/ 
anecdotes that you can recite to them. It helps, of 
course, if you have a vivid imagination!
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