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The Sikh Times
CHANDIGARH, 2nd

March: Amid escalating con-
flict in parts of the Middle
East, Punjab Chief Minister
Bhagwant Singh Mann on
Monday announced a 24x7
helpline to assist stranded
Punjabis, asking families to
call 0172 2260042, 0172
2260043 or WhatsApp +91
94787 79112 for immediate
support. Stating that the state
government is in constant
touch with the Government
of India to ensure their safe
and prompt return, he said
Punjab will extend full sup-
port and cooperation to those
affected.  Assuring fulsome
support and cooperation to
the distressed families of the
Punjabis stuck in strife torn
Middle East, CM Bhagwant
Singh Mann stated, “The
state government was con-
stantly in touch with the
Government of India (GoI) to
ensure safe and prompt
return of the people stuck.
Due to the outbreak of con-
flicts in Arab countries, many
Punjabis in these nations are
facing serious dif ficulties.

The Punjab government has
set up a helpline if any person
or his family is stranded in
these countries they can call
on these numbers.” He

assured full backing to those
in distress and announced
that a dedicated helpline and
control room has been set up
and will operate 24x7,
adding, “People can call 0172
2260042 and 0172 2260043, or
send a WhatsApp message to
+91 94787 79112, if any kind
of help is required.”
Reiterating the government’s
commitment, CM Bhagwant
Singh Mann said, “We are
committed to providing all

necessary support and assis-
tance to the stranded people
as soon as possible.”
Expressing solidarity with
the families of the youth and

students stuck in Gulf coun-
tries, he said, “The state gov-
ernment stands firmly with
these families in this hour of
crisis.”  He also urged the
Government of India to inter-
vene for the safe evacuation
of Punjabis stranded in the
Middle East, adding that he
hopes the Union government
will take necessary steps to
extend a helping hand to all
those trapped in the war hit
Gulf region.

Urging Govt of India to intervene for
safe evacuation of Punjabis trapped

in war-hit Gulf region: CM Mann



Gurgaon.(Agency)
 Poor lighting along a key stretch of Upper 

Dwarka Expressway has emerged as a 
safety concern for commuters and 
residents of sectors 99 to 109. 
Malfunctioning streetlights have been 
reported repeatedly over the past year. 
This, along with rough patches and poor 
maintenance, puts thousands at risk every 
day, residents said.Complaints are 
addressed from time to time, but the 
problem returns within days, they said, 
adding that as a result, motorists depend 
largely on vehicle headlights during night 
travel. Poor visibility increases the risk of 
accidents in these newly developed 
sectors.The stretch connects several high-
density sectors and also carries heavy 
traffic from nearby villages and colonies. 
Residents said uneven surfaces and 
damaged patches add to the danger, 

especially during the monsoon.Ashok 
Dutta, president of Paras Dews in Sector 
106, said inadequate lighting remains a 
persistent issue. "The stretch has uneven 
patches, and without proper lighting, this 
increases the risk of accidents. There is a 
higher risk of anti-social activities on the 
road due to poor visibility," he 
said.Residents also pointed to confusion 
over responsibility. While the road falls 
under GMDA, HSVP maintains the 

streetlighting infrastructure. Residents 
said that this overlapping mandate led to 
a blame game, resulting in little 
sustained action on the ground.Alok 
Pandey, president of the RWA of Raheja 
Vedaanta, said repeated complaints 
have not brought lasting results. "We 
hope the authorities take swift 
corrective steps to restore proper 
lighting and esure basic civic 
standards," he said.Gursimron Singh of 

Adani Oyster in Sector 102 called for 
clear accountability. "There is a 
coordination gap among agencies," he 
said.An HSVP official said the 
streetlights are generally functional and 
issues arise mainly due to temporary 
power disruptions. "The lights were 
installed around 13 to 14 years ago and are 
being maintained. Any upgrade would be 
undertaken by GMDA," the official said.

Racket forges documents for foreigner’s 
bail, 1 arrested from Faridabad

Poor lighting, rough patches: Travel on 
Dwarka Expressway stretch a nightmare

Lifts & stairs: Revamp for footbridges at 3 major 
junctions on Delhi-Gurgaon Expressway

Ghaziabad.(Agency)
Four masked men stormed into a 

businessman's house in Faridabad's 
Mohna village, held his family hostage 
and fled with jewellery worth Rs 3 lakh 
on Sunday.Police said the incident took 
place around 2am, adding that the 
robbers fired a shot when hardware and 
fast-food businessman Praveen resisted 
and looted cash — Rs 8,000 too — too. 
The sound of the gunshot alerted 
neighbours, prompting the assailants to 
flee while issuing threats.An officer said, 
"The accused arrived on two bikes and a 
scooter, cut the wires of CCTV cameras 
installed on the road outside and then 
removed the glass panel of the main door 
to gain entry into the house."Praveen 
was asleep on the first floor with his 
wife, while his father, Veerpal, and 
mother, Krishna, were sleeping on the 
ground floor.One of the intruders, armed 
with a country-made pistol, allegedly 
held Veerpal and Krishna at gunpoint 
and threatened to kill them if they raised 
an alarm. The other three, carrying iron 
rods and a pipe, ransacked wardrobes 
and beds.The miscreants took away a 
gold chain, two gold rings, silver coins 
and silver anklets. They also forced 
Krishna to remove her earrings and gold 
chain.

"The accused, earlier, went upstairs and 
latched Praveen's room from outside. He 
woke up on hearing noises and, when the 
door didn't open, removed a plywood 
sheet fitted above the air-conditioner, 
reached out and unlatched the door from 
outside," an officer said.s he stepped out, 
he saw one of the men standing outside 
his parents' room. When asked to stay 
silent, Praveen picked up a flower pot 
and hurled it at the accused. The gunman 
then fired at him, but he escaped unhurt.

Police from Chhainsa police station and 
crime branch teams reached the spot and 
registered a case under sections 309(4) 
(robbery), 311 (robbery or dacoity, and 
use of any deadly weapon), and 351(2) 
(criminal intimidation) of the BNS and 
Section 25 of the Arms Act.

Investigators suspect the accused may be 
locals, as they appeared familiar with the 
layout of the house. The men, aged 
around 25 to 30 years, spoke in a local 

DEHLI/NCR

Roads under water; trees & poles 
uprooted: Cities on knees again

Noida/Ghaziabad. The showers that started Friday 
and continued on Sunday has led to heavy 
waterlogging in Noida and Ghaziabad.

A park for children in Noida Sector 51 has turned into 
a shallow pool, while parks and green belts in 
sectors 119, 12, 30, 120, etc., also remained out of 
bounds due to flooding.Low-lying areas, like 
Botanical Garden Metro station in Noida and Jagat 
Farm Market in Greater Noida, are under at least 
two feet of water. Meanwhile, residents reported 
flooded roads and basements in Noida sectors 22, 
30, 36, 51, 62, 71, 104, 105, 72, 117, 122, 99, 
etc.The picture is similar in Ghaziabad, with Abhay 
Khand, Loni, and Muradnagar facing waterlogging.

Late on Sunday, following reports of 12 people stuck 
in Tronica City due to heavy waterlogging, a team 
of Ghaziabad NDRF carried out a rescue operation. 
Considering a warning of heavy rain ahead, NDRF 
teams are on high alert for emergency response in 
Noida and Ghaziabad.Residents blamed the 
authorities for not taking adequate measures to 
check flooding.“The Noida Authority failed to 
prepare for the monsoon in advance. All its claims 
have fallen flat. In Sector 51, people are wading 
through one-and-a-half feet to two feet of water. 
The Sunday showers also left houses and basements 
flooded.

News box

Contaminated Haryana wants 
mid-day meal items replaced

Gurgaon.(Agency)
Haryana school education department has directed 

Haryana Agro Industries Corporation Limited (HAICL) 
to immediately replace substandard and contaminated 
food items supplied to govt schools under the PM 
POSHAN scheme, following complaints from several 
districts.In a letter dated Feb 27, the department raised 
concerns over the quality and safety of dry rations being 
distributed to schools and sought an urgent explanation 
from the corporation.District education officers from 
Ambala, Fatehabad, Hisar, Kaithal and Yamunanagar 
reported that essential items such as jaggery (gur) and 
pulses were of poor quality. In some cases, supplies 
were found to be fungus-infested and unfit for 
consumption. The issue gained wider attention after a 
video showing allegedly substandard rajma being 
cooked for mid-day meals surfaced on social media.

Officials said the complaints pointed to lapses in quality 
control and storage during procurement and 
distribution. Given that thousands of students depend on 
the scheme for daily nutrition, the department termed 
the issue "grave" serious and called for immediate 
corrective measures.The directorate instructed HAICL 
to withdraw and replace all spoiled and low-grade 
rations with fresh and hygienic supplies without delay. It 
also sought a detailed status report explaining the 
reasons for the lapse and outlining steps to strengthen 
monitoring and quality checks across the supply chain. 
Officials were asked to ensure that no compromised 
stock remained in school kitchens.Teachers in affected 
schools expressed concerns over the condition of the 
supplies. "We noticed discolouration and an unusual 
smell when we opened the bags of rajma and gur. We 
immediately informed the authorities because we 
cannot take any risk with children's health," said a 
teacher. Another teacher said poor-quality meals affect 
both students' health and their trust in the system.

An education department official said the state govt has 
reiterated zero tolerance for negligence in the 
implementation of the mid-day meal programme and 
stressed that ensuring safe and nutritious food for 
students remains a priority.

Gurgaon.(Agency)
A racket, which used forged documents to 

furnish a bail bond for a Polish national 
accused in a narcotics case, was busted, 
police said, adding that one person has 
been arrested in the case.Police arrested 
Anil Singh, a resident of AC Nagar, 
Faridabad, who drives an auto-rickshaw.

Polish national Patryk Dziwinski was 
granted interim bail by Punjab and 
Haryana high court on Dec 23, 2025.

"Anil disclosed he would procure 
someone else's Aadhaar card, digitally 
replace the original photograph with his 
own, and submit forged surety 
documents in court to secure bail for 
accused persons who had no local 
guarantors," an officer said.

The HC suspended Dziwinski's sentence for 
15 days on medical grounds and directed 
that he be released on Dec 25, 2025, 
subject to furnishing bail bonds and two 
heavy local sureties to the satisfaction of 
the trial court. He was also directed to 
surrender before jail authorities on Jan 9, 
2026, and not leave the NCR region 

during the period.Police said the surety 
bonds were furnished before the duty 
magistrate on Dec 25. "However, the 

matter took a dramatic turn when two men 
— Biswajit Malik and Naresh Kumar — 
were later produced before the court and 
stated that they never stood surety for 
D z i w i n s k i .  T h e y  a l l e g e d  t h a t  
impersonators forged copies of their 
Aadhaar cards and vehicle registration 
certificates, and used them to prepare fake 
bail documents," an officer said.After 
examining the original documents and 

comparing them with those submitted in 
court, it found material variations and 
contradictions. On Feb 11, the chief 

judicial magistrate (CJM) directed 
registration of an FIR against the 
impersonators under sections 318(4) 
(cheating), 336(3) (forgery), 338 
(forgery of valuable security), 340 (false 
document or electronic record made 
wholly or in part by forgery) and 61 
(criminal conspiracy) of the BNS. 
Accordingly, the FIR was registered at 
t h e  S h i v a j i  N a g a r  p o l i c e  
station.Dziwinski was arrested in 2019 
from Qutub Plaza under DLF Phase-1 
police station after more than 300g of 

opium was recovered from his possession. 
Court records also show that after being 
granted interim bail, Dziwinski did not 
surrender before jail authorities on Jan 9.

In a subsequent order dated Jan 19, the HC 
directed the police to arrest him 
immediately and take him into custody. 
The CJM later issued notice to the SHO to 
inform the court about compliance with 
the HC's directions.

Gurgaon.(Agency)
 Conventional long ramps and 

escalators that  define most 
overbridge pedestrian crossings on 
NH8 will go.Foot overbridges along 
Delhi-Gurgaon Expressway are set 
for a design overhaul, with NHAI 
opting for lift-based access instead 
of long ramps and escalators.

NHAI officials said that new foot 
overbridges will be constructed with 
lifts and staircases as the mode of access. 
The move comes after repeated instances 
of ramps being misused by two-wheelers, 
leading to structural damage and 
escalators turning defunct due to theft, 
vandalism and poor upkeep.The redesign 
of foot overbridges comes alongside the 
dismantling of the foot overbridges 
required at the three major junctions 
along the expressway — IFFCO Chowk, 
Signature Tower and Rajeev Chowk — 
for upcoming infrastructure projects.

The foot overbridges at IFFCO Chowk and 
Signature Tower will be removed for 
construction of the proposed Delhi-

Gurgaon-Bawal RRTS corridor by 
National Capital Region Transport 
Corporation along NH8.At Rajeev 
Chowk, the existing foot overbridges will 
be dismantled for the construction of a 
proposed interchange for Delhi-Gurgaon 
Expressway with the Sohna elevated 
corridor, aimed at easing congestion. The 
interchange project will be taken up by 
NHAI.Earlier, NCRTC sought a no-
objection certificate (NOC) from NHAI 
for executing the corridor work on the 
highway stretch. The two footbridges will 
be reconstructed later by NCRTC with a 
revised design, the NHAI officials said.

"Ramps are frequently misused by 
two-wheelers, which damages the 
structure. Escalators, on the other 
hand, are prone to theft and 
vandalism. Maintenance becomes a 
recurring issue," the NHAI official 
said.The decision comes at a time 
when this pedestrian crossing 
infrastructure on the expressway 
remains inaccessible and neglected 
due to a lack of maintenance over the 
last three years. Despite repeated 

complaints, repairs remained pending, 
leaving commuters to navigate unsafe 
crossings.Escalators at several foot 
overbridges — including those at IFFCO 
Chowk, Rajeev Chowk and Signature 
Tower — remained non-functional for a 
long time, forcing commuters to climb 
steep staircases or risk crossing fast-
moving traffic.At present, around 30 
escalators are installed at various foot 
overbridges along the expressway, many 
of which are non-functional. At IFFCO 
Chowk, apart from non-operational 
escalators, parts of the roof covering the 

bridge are missing. Similar conditions 
prevail at Rajeev Chowk and Signature 
Tower.The maintenance of these has been 
a long-standing issue between the civic 
agencies. NHAI, which constructed the 
pedestrian infrastructure, maintained that 
the structures were meant primarily for 
local traffic and urged GMDA to take over 
their upkeep. In 2024, NHAI wrote to the 
Haryana chief secretary seeking transfer 
of maintenance responsibil i t ies.  
However, GMDA declined, saying that 
the structures fall within the national 
highway's purview. In 2025, GMDA 
again wrote to NHAI, flagging safety 
concerns  and  mount ing  pub l ic  
complaints, and sought urgent repairs.

However, road safety experts cautioned that 
replacing escalators with lifts may not 
address the core issue of usability.

Founder of road-safety NGO TRAX 
Anurag Kulshrestha said, "Foot 
overbridges with ramps are not very 
successful. Climbing a structure that is 
almost the height of a two-storey building 
discourages usage. 

Gang of 4 holds Faridabad 
family hostage, robs 

businessman of jewellery

Ghaziabad school guard handed life 
term for shooting man dead on campus

Gurgaon.(Agency)
  Haryana's institutional delivery numbers appear strong at 

first glance. However, district-level data shows that 
Gurgaon and Faridabad are dragging down the public-
sector share.In 2025, 98.7% of births in the state took 
place in health facilities. While govt hospitals handled 
2.34 lakh deliveries — 47.7% — private hospitals 
conducted 2.5 lakh (51%). Home births, though a small 
share, still accounted for 6,249 cases (1.3%).

According to the district-wise breakup, in Gurgaon, only 
29.4% of deliveries took place in govt hospitals (13,346 
births),  against 70.6% in private facili t ies 
(32,053).Faridabad shows a similar tilt, with 39.8% of 
deliveries in govt hospitals (18,908 cases) and 59.1% in 
private hospitals (28,022).In short, private hospitals 
handled seven in 10 births in Gurgaon, bringing down 
Haryana's govt facility share.This contrasts sharply with 
several other districts where public facilities remain the 
first port of call for childbirth.Panchkula (75.7%), Karnal 
(61.1%), Mahendragarh (52.9%) and Sirsa (54.8%) — 
all report a majority of births in govt hospitals, indicating 
a more balanced or public-leaning system outside the 
state's biggest urban centres.

Health officials attribute the private-sector dominance in 
Gurgaon and Faridabad to a dense network of private 
hospitals, perceived better amenities and higher out-of-
pocket paying capacity among urban families.Public-
health experts, however, warn that this pattern also 
signals under-utilisation of govt maternity services in 
districts that host some of the state's busiest public 
hospitals — an imbalance that can widen inequities in 
access and affordability.In the city, the skew towards 
private hospitals also reflects persistent capacity 
constraints in the public system.Doctors and patients at 
the Sector 10 Civil Hospital long flagged space and 
staffing shortages.In mid-2023, TOI reported that a 26-
year-old woman delivered on a corridor floor outside the 
delivery room after labour pains began en route to the 
ward, an episode that triggered a departmental inquiry 
and a reshuffle of ward guards and staff.octors at the 
Sector 10 hospital in Gurgaon said,

Cracker sparks burn down 3 shops, 6 bikes

Gurgaon.(Agency)
 A sessions court has sentenced a 

72-year-old school security 
guard to life imprisonment for 
shooting a man dead on the 
campus in 2018, holding that the 
prosecution proved he fired at 
close range during an argument 
i n s i d e  t h e  g u a r d  
room.Additional district and 
sessions judge Junaid Muzaffar 
said the case did not fall in the 
"rarest of rare" category that 
would justify the death penalty. 
After considering the defence's 
submissions, the court awarded 
Shiv Vijay the life term and 
imposed a fine of Rs 25,000 
under IPC Section 302, and 
three years' imprisonment with 
a fine of Rs 3,000 under Section 
27 of the Arms Act for using a 
firearm without a licence. The 
s e n t e n c e s  w i l l  r u n  
concurrently.The case was 
registered at Muradnagar police 
station on April 22, 2018, on a 
complaint by the school's 
administrative officer, Atul 

Bhushan. Apart from Vijay, the 
FIR also mentioned one Natthu 
Singh under Section 30 of the 
Arms Act because the gun used 
in the shooting was licensed in 
his name. Natthu, whose son 
owns Jagatpal Perfect Security 
Systems and Services, died 
during the proceedings.

Charges against Vijay were 
framed on June 24, 2019. The 
guard denied them, prompting 
the trial to proceed further.

The prosecution examined 10 
witnesses,  including the 
complainant. A key account 
came from Trishna Pal Singh, a 
school driver, who told the court 
the deceased was his nephew, 
Praveen.

According to him, Praveen had 
come to the school (DPS, HRIT 
campus) that day seeking a 
driver's job. Singh said he took 
Praveen to meet Vijay in the 
guard room, where the three sat 

together and drank.
 He testified that Praveen later 

misplaced his mobile phone 
and accused Vijay of stealing 
i t ,  t r igger ing an angry 
confrontation.

"In a fit of rage and intoxication, 
he pulled out his single-barrel 
gun and shot him at close 
range ,"  S ingh to ld  the  
court.Two other drivers, 
Kunwarpal and Nareshpal, 
supported Singh's version.

The defence argued that the 
prosecution witnesses were 
acquaintances of the deceased, 
and pointed to contradictions 
in their statements. But 
prosecutor Sunil Kaushik 
countered that the incident 
occurred in 2018 and witness 
statements were recorded 
nearly five years later, making 
minor inconsistencies "quite 
natural". 

He also argued their evidence 
remained credible as that of 
"natural witnesses" present at 
the scene.The judge accepted 

the testimonies of Trishpal 
Singh and Kunwarpal. 

Man on reman

Gurgaon.(Agency)
 A 25-year-old delivery executive was crushed under a 

truck's rear wheels in Udyog Vihar on Saturday 
afternoon after the heavy vehicle allegedly took a 
sudden turn, forcing him to brake hard and lose control 
of his motorcycle.Krishna, a Kanpur resident who had 
been working in Gurgaon for the past several years, met 
with the accident around 4.30pm near Peepal Chowk, a 
congested intersection in the industrial belt known for 
constant movement of container trucks, vans and other 
heavy vehicles.Police said Krishna was riding behind 
the truck when it swerved unexpectedly. "To avoid 
hitting the vehicle, he applied the brakes. The 
motorcycle lost balance and skidded, throwing him onto 
the road. But before he could get up, he came under the 
truck's wheels and suffered critical injuries," an officer 
said. Passersby alerted police and helped rush him to a 
nearby hospital, where doctors declared him dead on 
arrival. The body was sent for an autopsy. Police 
registered a case at Udyog Vihar police station under 
sections 281 (rash driving) and 106 (causing death by 
negligence) of the BNS."The driver was arrested from 
the spot and the truck seized. Further investigation is 
underway," a police officer said.Investigators are 
checking CCTV cameras near Peepal Chowk and along 
the adjoining road to reconstruct the sequence of events. 
They are also recording witness statements to determine 
whether the driver indicated before turning and whether 
any traffic rules were violated. Police said the truck's 
documents and the driver's licence are also being 
verified as part of the probe.

Truck swerves, delivery agent 
crushed by its wheels in 
Gurgaon; driver arrested

Gurgaon.(Agency)
 Pocked with potholes and rough stretches, the 11.5-km 

Yamuna Pushta Road from Kalindi Kunj to Sector 135 is 
set for a Rs 30-crore revamp, even as Noida Authority is 
drawing up an estimate to upgrade the remaining 15 km 
stretch up to Sector 150.

The four-lane road servesmultiple entry points, including 
the DND Flyway, Chilla border and Kalindi Kunj. 
During office hours, traffic from adjoining sectors spills 
onto the corridor, often leading to slow-moving traffic 
and longer commute times.Officials said the 
embankment road, which runs parallel to the 
expressway, offers a viable alternative, particularly for 
local and intra-city traffic. A plan to have an elevated 
Kalindi Kunj-Sector 150 corridor, however, remains 
stalled.

Private hospitals handle 7 in 
10 births in Gurgaon, bring 
down Haryana government 
facility share
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New Delhi: Coveting gold and

cash, a 29-year-old man, along with
his live-in partner and associates,
allegedly murdered a canteen
owner, chopped his body into pieces
and dumped them in Yamuna, the
Delhi Police said on Monday.
According to the police, the main
accused, Happy alias Suraj (29), had
befriended Anroop Gupta (48), who
ran a canteen at Chhattisgarh Niwas
in Dwarka, nearly a year ago. After
noticing the gold ornaments that
Gupta frequently wore, Happy grew
greedy. He also learned that the can-
teen owner was living separately
from his family. On February 18,
Happy invited Gupta for a party at
his rented home in Matiala
Extension. There, Happy, along with
his associates, tied Gupta with ropes
and beat him with sticks, demanding
money, Deputy Commissioner of
Police (Dwarka) Ankit Singh said.
The accused forcibly took the car
keys, brought the vehicle to Matiala

and retrieved the gold ornaments.
However, when Gupta refused to
give them money, they stabbed him
to death after brutally assaulting

him. "In a shocking act of brutality,
Happy procured a machete and cut
the body into pieces. The body parts
were packed in three plastic bags,

which were transported by using
Gupta's SUV. They disposed of the
bags in the Yamuna river near
Vrindavan," DCP Ankit Singh said in

the statement. In a bid to mislead
investigators, they kept Gupta's
mobile phone inside the car and did
not switch it off. They also sent mes-

sages from the victim's phone to
staff at the Chhattisgarh Niwas can-
teen asking them to close the outlet
and go home. Another message was
sent to Gupta's family stating that he
was going on a vacation to Goa and
should not be disturbed. The matter
came to light when Gupta's family
reported him missing at Delhi
Police's Dwarka North police station
on February 23 after they failed to
contact him. After the missing
report, a dedicated team to trace the
canteen owner and a case was regis-
tered at Bindapur police station, the
DCP said. "Details were also shared
with the Uttar Pradesh Police.
Following coordinated efforts with
police in Mathura district, the muti-
lated body parts were recovered
from the Yamuna river," he said. The
police said that they checked CCTV
footage for three days at toll plazas
and the place of the incident to trace
the victim's movement. It was found
that Gupta had booked a bike ride
on February 18 and left his SUV

parked at Chhattisgarh Niwas
before heading to Matiala
Extension. CCTV footage showed
him entering a building there, they
said. "He was never seen coming
out. Four other persons were later
seen entering the same building,"
DCP Singh said. Further scrutiny of
CCTV footage revealed suspicious
movement of the victim's car, which
was later seen entering and exiting
the basement of the building before
heading towards the Yamuna
Expressway on the intervening
night of February 19 and 20. The
DCP said, "NHAI toll data confirmed
that the SUV travelled towards
Vrindavan and returned to Noida
within a few hours. The key conspir-
ator, Happy, a resident of Hansi in
Haryana, was identified from CCTV
footage and traced." During interro-
gation, he confessed to hatching the
conspiracy, along with his associates
—Bhupender, Balram, Neeraj and
his live-in partner Rakhi, the officer
said. Bhupender, Balram and Rakhi

have also been arrested, while
Neeraj remains absconding. Efforts
are being made to trace and arrest
him, the officer added. According to
police sources, Gupta shifted to
Dwarka Sector 14 around two
months ago. "When he went miss-
ing, a team was immediately dis-
patched to the apartment where he
was staying. We also got to know
that he was staying with a woman
there," the source said. He further
said that Gupta's family members
stay in Faridabad. A team also visit-
ed Faridabad and also checked the
CCTV footage of the society in
Dwarka as well. Gupta left his house
and he was carrying a bag with him
as well, the source said, adding that
all the CCTV footage is being con-
nected to ascertain the sequence of
events. Police is also trying to identi-
fy the woman who was staying with
Gupta, he said. According to the
police, the mortal remains were
handed over to the family members
after autopsy.

Canteen owner butchered for money, body parts
dumped in Yamuna; 4 held

New Delhi: Customs
officers at the Indira
Gandhi International
Airport have busted two
separate gold smuggling
attempts, seizing a total of
over 3.17 kilograms of
gold worth about Rs 4.35
crore and arresting three
foreign nationals, officials
said on Monday. In the
first instance, Customs
registered a case of smug-
gling on February 26
against a 39-year-old
Chadian woman who
arrived from Addis Ababa
a day before, an official
statement said. Acting on
specific profiling and sur-
veillance, officers inter-
cepted the passenger for a
detailed examination.
During the search, gold

articles of high purity
weighing 1,843 grams
were recovered from her
baggage. The seized gold
was assessed at a tariff
value of Rs 2.37 crore, offi-
cials said. The passenger
admitted that the gold had
been smuggled into India
without payment of duty,
officials said, adding that
the recovery was made
after she confessed the
concealment was done "to
evade Customs detection
and payment of applicable
duty". The gold was
seized under Section 110
of the Customs Act, 1962,
and the woman was
placed under arrest under
Section 104 of the Act for
her alleged role in smug-
gling. In a separate inci-

dent, Airport Customs
Preventive officers
booked two Myanmar
nationals in a gold smug-
gling case on February
23. The duo had arrived
from Yangon, another
statement said. The pas-
sengers were intercepted
while crossing the green
channel at the internation-
al arrival hall of Terminal-
3. On thorough personal
search and baggage
examination, the two men
admitted that they had
concealed gold bars
inside their rectum.

"Further, four gold bars
were ejected by each of
the passengers," the
Customs statement said,
adding that eight rectan-
gular gold bars were
recovered. The total net
weight of the recovered
gold was 1,329 grams,
which was appraised at a

tarif f value of Rs 1.98
crore. Both passengers
were arrested under
Section 104 of the
Customs Act, 1962 for
their involvement in the
offence of smuggling, offi-
cials added.

Gold worth Rs 4.35 cr seized at Indira Gandhi
International Airport in 2 smuggling cases

New Delhi: Family
members of the man
found dead with his girl-
friend inside a parked car
in Noida on Saturday
alleged that the couple
may have been murdered,
claiming they faced caste-
based threats, even as
police said prima facie the
case appeared to be a sui-
cide. The couple allegedly
received taunts from the
woman's family, and the
man's family had received
threats, including calls
from international num-
bers warning of police
action, they said. The bod-
ies of Sumit, 32, a resident
of Trilokpuri in Delhi, and
Rekha, 26, of Sector 101 in
Noida, were found with

gunshot wounds inside a
locked car near Sector 107
earlier in the day. A pistol
was recovered from his
hand, police said. "We
believe both have been
murdered and were vic-
tims of casteism," a cousin
of Sumit alleged. The cou-
ple had been in a relation-
ship for over a decade and
their families were aware
of it, he said. "Sumit is my
younger brother. He and
the girl had been together
for 12-15 years and she
attended our family func-
tions. There was never
any pressure from our
side," the relative told
PTI. Alleging that the cou-
ple could have been mur-
dered, he added that the

spot where the car was
found was only a few hun-
dred metres from the
woman's village in
Salarpur and described
the circumstances as "sus-
picious". Police, however,
said a pistol was recov-
ered from Sumit's hand
and the car was locked
from inside, indicating a
possible suicide. Senior
officers and forensic
teams have inspected the
scene and a post-mortem
examination is awaited,
they added. Officials said
all angles, including the
family's allegations, are
being examined as part of
the probe. Further investi-
gation is underway, they
said.

After couple found dead in Noida,
man's family alleges murder,

caste-based threats by woman's kin

New Delhi: Delhi
Government’s Minister
for Social Welfare and
SC/ST/OBC Welfare,
Ravinder Indraj Singh, on
Sunday took part in a
series of social, cultural
and public awareness pro-
grammes across the city,
reiterating the govern-
ment’s commitment to
youth empowerment and
social harmony. The min-
ister began the day by
attending the “Say Yes to
Life, No to Drugs” pledge
programme organised by
the Anti Narcotics Task
Force of Delhi Police in
Shahdara district. MLAs
and several social workers
were present at the event.
The programme was fol-
lowed by the “Anuvrat
Marathon 2026, Run for
Unity, Say No to Drugs”
campaign, aimed at
encouraging young people
to adopt a drug-free
lifestyle. Addressing par-
ticipants, the minister
said, “Guiding youth
towards the right path and
building a drug free socie-
ty is our priority.” He fur-
ther stated that such

awareness initiatives
serve as a powerful medi-
um for bringing positive
change in society. Keeping
youth away from sub-
stance abuse and inspiring
them towards commit-
ment to youth empower-
ment and social harmony.
The minister began the
day by attending the “Say
Yes to Life, No to Drugs”
pledge programme organ-
ised by the Anti Narcotics
Task Force of Delhi Police
in Shahdara a healthy, dis-
ciplined life and nation
building is a shared
responsibility, he added.
Later, Ravinder Indraj
Singh attended the inau-
guration of Shri Baba
Tekan Gate constructed
on the Chandpur Mod to
Majra Dabas route in
North-West Delhi. The
gate was inaugurated by
MP Yogendra Chandolia
in the presence of public
representatives and local
residents. The minister
also participated in the
Junior Under-20 fourth
grand prize wrestling
competition and commu-
nity feast organised in
Mungeshpur village.
Interacting with young
athletes, he encouraged
them to pursue sports
with dedication. He
remarked that sports

instill discipline, energy
and a positive direction in
youth and play a vital role
in building a healthy socie-
ty. In the evening, the min-
ister joined a Holi Milan
celebration, where he
extended his greetings to
citizens. He highlighted
that the festival symbolis-
es social harmony, broth-
erhood and mutual good-
will. Summing up the
day’s engagements,
Ravinder Indraj Singh
emphasised that for holis-
tic societal development,
continuous efforts are
required in education,
sports, social awareness
and cultural unity.
Building a drug free and
empowered society
remains the core objective
of these efforts.

Minister Ravinder Indraj participates
in sports, anti-drug campaigns

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as VRIJESH
CHANDRA MAHAPATRA S/O RAM
PALAT TIWARI R/O Bhujaini,
Bhujaini, Sant Kabir Nagar, Uttar
Pradesh-272175 have changed my
name and shall hereafter be known
as VRIJESH TIWARI.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as NAHID W/O
TANVEER KHAN R/O B-414,
BLOCK-B, SANGAM PARK, RANA
PRATAP BAGH, NORTH DELHI,
DELHI-110007 have changed my
name and shall hereafter be known
as NAHID KHAN.

PUBLIC NOTICE
My clients AMAR KANT KUMAR
and his wife SANGEETA R/o- A96,
RAJA VIHAR, SAMAI PUR BADALI,
DIST: NORTH WEST DELHI
DELHI-42, severe all relations & dis-
owned/debarred their Son KALYAN
and his Wife SONI JHA from their all
movable & immovable property &
assets due to their misbehavior.
Anybody dealing with them shall do
at their own risk.

Kajal Kaur (Advocate)
NAME CHANGE

I hitherto known as Kamal Jeet Kaur
W/o Gurvinder Singh R/o C-48,
Second Floor, Sudershan Park,
Near Corner Sweets, Moti Nagar,
Ramesh Nagar, West Delhi, Delhi-
110015 have changed my name and
shall hereafter be known as
Kamaljeet Kaur.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as Shamim W/o
Saleem R/o House No-55-B DDA
Flats, Shastri Park,  Seelampur,
Seelam Pur, North East Delhi, Delhi-
110053 have changed my name and
shall hereafter be known as Rukhsana.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as AHAMAD RAJA
S/O AHMAD NOOR R/O 303A,
GALI NO-1,C-BLOCK, NEHRU
VIHAR, DELHI, GOKALPURI, NC
OF DELHI-110094 have changed
my name and shall hereafter be
known as AHAMED KHAN.

NAME CHANGE
I Rajat Bansal S/o Suresh Kumar
Bansal R/o House No-208, Ground
Floor, Category-II, Vaishali Enclave,
Pitampura, Saraswati Vihar, North
West Delhi, Delhi-110034 have
changed the name of my minor son
Thakarsh Bansal aged 9 years and
he shall hereafter be known as
Thakarsh S Bansal.

Public Notice 
It is for general information that I,
PRIYANSHI THAPA D/O PARVESH
THAPA R/O Plot No-L-
2d/23,24,25,27, Block-L2, Mohan
Garden, Uttam Nagar, PO: D.K
Mohan Garden, Dist: West Delhi,
Delhi-110059 declare that name of
my father has been wrongly written
as PARVASH THAPA in my Birth
Certificate No-MCDOLIR-0103-
000048662. The actual name of my
father is PARVESH THAPA which
may be amended accordingly.

Public Notice
It is for general information that I,
JAIDITYA DHUSIYA S/o KAMAL
KISHORE, R/o 7061, Rameshwari
Nehru Nagar, Tank Road, Karol
Bagh,  Central Delhi, Delhi-110005,
have changed my name permanent-
ly to  JAIDITYA KASHYAP, for all
future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I Nabeel Ahmed S/o Mohammed
R/o Kambar House, PO Bedradka,
Puthur, PO-Mogral Puthur, Dist-
Kasaragod, Kerala - 671124, have
changed my name to Sainuddeen A.

NAME CHANGE
I, PRATEEK S/O VINOD KUMAR
R/O 343/1, BHIM GARH KHERI,
NEAR RAILWAY STATION ,GUR-
GAON HARYANA-122001 HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME PRATEEK
SAHU ALL FUTURE PURPOSE

NAME CHANGE
I Anu H K W/o R Jayashankar R/o
100, Old No-27, D V G Road, Near
Sai Gold Palace, Basavanagudi,
Bangalore South, Karnataka -
560004, have changed my name to
Chinmayi Shankar

NAME CHANGE
I Subhash Jain S/o Indrachand R/o 40,
4th Floor, B-Block, Mookathal Street,
Purasawalkam, Vepery, Chennai,
Tamil Nadu - 600007, have changed
my name to Subhash Ghorawat.

NAME CHANGE
I Kumari J W/o Rajkumar B R/o B-No-
73, 2nd Main 9th Cross, Chamarajpet,
Bangalore South, PO-Chamrajpet,
Dist-Bangalore, Karnataka - 560018,
have changed my name to
Mohanakumari J.

NAME CHANGE
I Mumtaz Hussain W/o Nazmul
Hussain R/o Aftabuddin Road, Dist-
Dhubri, Assam - 783301, have
changed my name to Mamataz Zahan

NAME CHANGE
I Prema Prakash Hebbal W/o Maruti
Desai R/o PO-Jamboti, Dist-Belagavi,
Karnataka - 591302, have changed
my name to Geeta Maruti Desai.

NAME CHANGE
I Panabaka Raveendra Babu S/o
Panabaka Ramanaiah R/o 10-2-
289/36 Fit No-102, Shanti Nagar,
Masab Tank, Hyderabad, Andhra
Pradesh - 500028, have changed my
name to Ravindhranad Ramanaiah.

NAME CHANGE
I Domarla Saksena D/o Rajalingam
Domarla and W/o Gitta Rajalingam
R/o 2-1-1203/A, Lakshkar Singaram,
Naimnagar, Hanamkonda, Warangal
, Telangana-506001, have changed
my name to D K H A Saxena

PUBLIC NOTICE
General Public at large is informed
that my clients Mr. Devender son of
Shri Ranjeet and Mrs. Santosh wife
of Shri Devender both resident of
Near Bijli Office, A-26, Kusumpur
Pahari, Kusum Pur, South West
Delhi-110057 has disowned their
daughter Ms.Akanksha, age about
24 years from their movable and
immovable  properties and other
assets,  with  immediate effect due
to their disrespectful behavior  and
day to day quarrel and threatening
us for dire consequences and to
implicated in false cases  and she
became out  of control and severed
all their relations with her. If any-
body deals in any manner with the
above named person, at his/her
own  risks and  consequences. My
clients shall not be held liable or
responsible for the same in any
manner. And have no concern/rela-
tions with the above named persons
in his/her/theri life time in Future.

KANTA RANA Advocate
DELHI HIGH COURT

CH.NO. 408A, Lawyers Chamber,
DWARKA COURT NEW DELHI

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby given by SUNIL
SAW who is purchasing Ground
Floor, without roof rights of property
No.133-A/B, area measuring 50sq.
yds., Village Kilokari, New Delhi
from Smt. Seema who is the owner
of above-mentioned property Vide
Sale Deed dated 14.11.2018 which
is registered as Doc. No. 6082, Book
No. 1, Vol. No. 773, Page No. 78-84,
dated 14.11.2018, SR-V(1) and will
be taking financial assistance from
Aditya Birla Housing Finance Ltd.
That The Sale Deed 27/06/1984,
doc no. 3653 & Original
Relinquishment Deed 13/07/2017,
doc no. 3208 & Original Sale Deed
25/08/2017, doc no. 4094, vol no.
396, pages 133-140 registered in
SR-V(1) & Original Sale Deed
14/11/2018, doc no. 6082, vol no.
773, pages 78-84 registered in SRO
V (1) are lost/Misplaced. Public is
being warned not to deal with the
said document. Any person dealing
with the said document would do so
at their own risk & responsibility.
Owner shall not be liable in any
manner whatsoever for any loss
incurred by such person. If anybody
found these document or notice any
misuse of the above mentioned doc-
ument, Concern person is required
to communicate in writing to the
undersigned at below address.

Khaitan & Khaitan
Plot No. 100 ,1st floor

Okhla Phase III, New Delhi
Ph. No: 011-49774545

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is informed to the public at large
that my client, Vinita Saluja W/o
Late Sh. Sanjay Saluja R/o 2nd
Floor, House No. 156, Gali No. 31,
South Anarkali, Krishna Nagar,
Delhi-110051, thereby, declaring/
debarring/disowning/ severed all
relations and ties with their elder
daughter Manvi Saluja D/o Late Sh.
Sanjay Saluja from her life, proper-
ties and estate, moveable or
immoveable situated at Delhi or out-
side of Delhi, because she is not in
control of my client. My client is not
responsible/ liable for any acts,
deeds and things done by the
above named person from today.

Siddharth Kinra Advocate
Office: Advocates Hall, Chamber

Building, Distt. & Sessions Courts,
Dwarka-110079, New Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, RAJIYA KHATOON Wife of No-
5457491H Rank-HAV Name-IMRAN
Presently residing at VILL-
JAMALPUR MAHIPAT, PO-
SARAKARA CHAKRAJMAL, TEH-
DHAMPUR, DIST-BIJNOR, UTTAR
PRADESH-246761, have changed
my name from RAJIYA KHATOON to
RAZIYA KHATOON for all future pur-
poses vide Affidavit dated 02/03/2026
before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, SOOVEDAR SINGH Father of
PUNEET KUMAR Presently residing
at VILL-KHERA, PO-AROLI, TEH-
GORMI, DIST-BHIND, MADHYA
PRADESH-477660, have changed
my name from SOOVEDAR SINGH
to SUBEDAR SINGH for all future pur-
poses vide Affidavit dated 02/03/2026
before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, NIKITA GURUNG Wife of No-
5457878L Rank-HAV Name-PRAS-
ANTA GURUNG Presently residing
at VILL-CHITARY BUSTY, PO-DEO-
RALI, TEH-KAURSEONG, DIST-
DARJEELING, WEST BENGAL-
734203, have changed my name
from NIKITA GURUNG to NIKITA
RAI GURUNG for all future purposes
vide Affidavit dated 02/03/2026
before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, NAGMA PARVEEN W/O HAMID
ALI residing at C-40 STREET NO-
18, NORTH GHONDA, DELHI-
110053, have changed my name to
PARVEEN For All Purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, KM YANDANA W/O SANJAY
KUMAR VERMA residing at H NO-
B-5478, GALI NO-115, B-BLOCK,
NEAR GURUDWARA, SANT
NAGAR, BURARI, DELHI -110084.
have changed my changed my
name to VANDANA VERMA for all
future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, SANDEEP S/O SAUDAN SINGH
R/O HOUSE NO-1596, DARBARIPUR
ROAD, NEAR MATA MANDIR, BAD-
SHAHPUR, GURGAON, HARYANA-
122101 HAVE CHANGED MY NAME
TO SANDEEP YADAV FOR ALL
FUTURE PURPOSES

NAME CHANGE
I, KUSHUM LATA / KUSUM LATA
W/O SATISH YADAV R/O HOUSE
NO-104, VILLAGE JHULJHULI,
SOUTH WEST DELHI,DELHI-
110073, HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO KUSUM FOR ALL
FUTURE PURPOSES

NAME CHANGE
I, KRISHNA PAL S/O SUKHBIR
SINGH R/O H NO 585 DAKSHINI
KRISHNAPURI MUZAFFAR
NAGAR UTTAR PRADESH 251002,
I HAVE CHANGED MY NAME
KRISHAN PAL SHARMA FOR ALL
FUTURE PURPOSES

NAME CHANGE
I, RAM YADAV father NO-15227111X,
Rank-HAV, Name-JAGMOHAN
YADAV residing at VILL-FATEHPUR,
PO-KHUDIYANA, TEHSIL-LAXMAN-
GARH, DISTT- ALWAR RAJASTHAN-
321607 have changed my name RAM
YADAV to SHRIRAM YADAV for all
future purposes vide Affidavit Dated
02/03/2026 before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I MOHAMMAD MUJEEB KHAN S/O
MOBIN KHAN R/O B-227/A GALI NO
- 3, FAZALPUR DELHI-110092 have
changed my name to MUJEEB KHAN
Permanently for all Future purpose

NAME CHANGE
I,ZUHAIB AHMAD SON OF JAMEEL
AHMAD R/O 62, QAZI WARA,
INFRONT OF IMAM BARA, KHURJA,
DIST BULANDSHAHR, UTTAR
PRADESH-203131 HAVE CHANGED
MY NAME ZUHAIB AHMED FOR ALL
FUTURE PURPOSE

NAME CHANGE
I BIMLA VERMA W/O MANINDRA
PRASAD R/O KALI BAGH , JORA
INAR, BETTIAH , WEST CHAM-
PARAN BIHAR 845438 have
changed my name to VIMLA VERMA
Permanently for all Future purpose

NAME CHANGE
I NIKHIL S/O BRIJ MOHAN R/O
H.NO 8, BLOCK 15 SUBHASH
NAGAR  TAGORE GARDEN DELHI-
110027 have changed my name to
NIKHIL ARORA Permanently for all
Future purpose

NAME CHANGE
I, Namita Bera, legally  wife of  Army
No. 14672961L NK Auto Tech (B Veh)
Sanjoy Bera, presently residing at Vill.-
Dakshin Basulipat, P.O.- Ramnagar,
Dist.-Purba Medinipur, State-West
Bengal, inform that, I have change my
name & date of birth from "Nomita/28
Jan 1985 to Namita Bera/06
Dec.1987 due to wrongly mentioned
in my husband's Service documents.i
confirm that namita bera  and nomita
is same and one person

Public Notice 
It is for general information that I, Sheela
W/o Arvind Sharma R/o C 37 Police
Colony, Mehram Nagar, Palam Airport,
Gurgaon Road, Vasant Vihar, South
West Delhi, Delhi-110037 declare that
name of mine has been wrongly written
as Sheela Kumari in my minor son
Mayank Sharma aged 17 years in his
10th class educational documents. The
actual name of mine is Sheela.

NAME CHANGE
I MOHAMMAD IRFAN KHAN  S/O
MOHD SULTAN residing at T-411, 4TH
FLOOR, GALI NO-21, GAUTAMPURI,
SEELAMPUR, DELHI-110053, have
changed my name to MOHD IRFAN
Permanently.

NAME CHANGE
I AJAY VINAYAK S/O KRISHAN
GOPAL R/O 719 FOUR STOREY
QUARTER NEAR POLICE STATION
RAJOURI GARDEN TAGORE GAR-
DEN DELHI- 110027  have changed
my name to AJAY KUMAR
Permanently for all Future purpose

Religion Change
I, RUKSHANA D/o SHANKAR
SINGH W/o LATE HASAN R/O B 7
8 A, Flat, Mayur Vhar Phase 3,
Vasundhra Enclave, Vasundhra
Enclave, East Delhi, Delhi -
110096, do hereby solemnly affirm
and declare that I have embraced
HINDUISM and renounced ISLAM
Religion w.e.f. 26-2-2026 and have
change my name to Renuka

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby given to the
General Public that Mrs. Rekha W/o
Mr. Ajay Kumar in respect of
Northern Western Side, Left Side
Rear Flat on Ground Floor, Without
Roof/Terrace right, area measuring
50 Sq. Yds (As per Technical:
Carpet Area 335 Sq. Ft. and
Permissible area 450 Sq. Ft.)., built
on Plot No. A-95, Plot area 200 Sq.
Yds., out of Khasra No. 235 & 236,
situated in the Village Bindapur,
colony known as Jeewan Park,
Block-A, New Delhi-110059, by
virtue of Notarized GPA dated
01.12.2023, ATS and Will, executed
by Mr. Arun Gupta S/o Mr. Mahadev
Prasad and said property to be sold
to Mrs. Sonu Srivastava and same
to be finance by SMFG India Home
Finance Co. Ltd., General public
hereby informed that if anybody has
any charge/interest/title in the said
property or any kind of dispute kind-
ly inform the undersigned in writing
on the below mentioned address
within 07 days of the present.

Rahul Raj, Advocate,
SG Associates (Law Firm) 

B-01, Plot No. 20, Kaushambi, 
Ghaziabad-201010.

E-MAIL:sgassociatespl@gmail.com.
Ph: 0120-4968888, 8130309204.

NAME CHANGE
I SHAHANA CHOUDHARY W/O
ASLAM CHOUDHARY R/O NEAR
NO DELHI C-4/72-A YAMUNA
VIHAR DELHI SHASTRI PARK
SEELAMPUR NORTH EAST DELHI
110053 HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO SHAHANA PARVEEN

NAME CHANGE
I. Randhir Kumar s/o Harish Chandra
Choudhary R/o Flat no-469 pocket
16 Adarsh Appartment Madhu vihar
Palam Village sector 3 Dwarka Delhi
110045 have changed my name  to
Randhir Kumar Choudhary

NAME CHANGE
I Mamta Dawer W/0 Atul Dawar   R/0
550/1-ASidhi Vinayak Homes Mansrover
Park shahadra Delhi 110032 Changed
my name to Mamta Dawar

NAME CHANGE
I Kartik Dawer S/0 Atul Dawar R/0
550/1-A SIDHI VINAYAK HOMES
MANSROVER PARK SHAHADRA
DELHI 110032 Changed my name to
Kartik Dawar

NAME CHANGE
I Atul Dawer S/0 Radhey Shyam
Dawar R/0 550/1-A Sidhi Vinayak
Homes Mansrover Park shahadra
Delhi Changed my name to Atul
Dawar

NAME CHANGE
I, No-9875013N Rank-CHOWKIDAR
Name-LAL CHAND Presently resid-
ing at RZ-87/1, GALI NO-4, DURGA
PARK, PALAM VILLAGE, SOUTH
WEST DELHI, DELHI-110045, have
changed my wife’s name from
SHOBHA DEVI to SHOBHA PRA-
JAPATI for all future purposes vide
Affidavit dated 02/03/2026 before
Notary Public, Delhi.NAME CHANGE

I, RANJEET SINGH CHAWLA, son
of Shri Darshan Singh Chawla resi-
dent of Flat No. 1103, Park Royal
Appartment, Plot No. 10A, Sector-9,
Dwarka, New Delhi-110077, have
changed my name from CHARAN-
JEET SINGH CHAWLA to RAN-
JEET SINGH CHAWLA in future for
all purposes. And CHARANJEET
SINGH CHAWLA and RANJEET
SINGH CHAWLA is the same and
one same person.

NAME CHANGE
I RAMJEE YADAVA S/O GARIB
YADAV R/O H.NO 1246 FIRST
FLOOR GALI NO -25 BLOCK I
HARI NAGAR EXTENSION
BADARPUR NEW DELHI-110044
have changed my name to RAM-
JEE YADAV Permanently for all
Future purpose

NAME CHANGE
I ANKIT GAUTOM S/O KAMAL
KISHORE R/O 7-B KH NO 96/6
GALI NO 8 SUKHBIR NAGAR KAR-
ALA DELHI-110081 have changed
my name to ANKIT GAUTAM
Permanently for all Future purpose

NAME CHANGE
I LEIMAPOKPAM LILY LEIMA W/O
THONGRAM KUMARJIT SINGH
R/O J G-27 A THIRD FLOOR D 2,
KHIRKI EXTENSION, MALVIYA
NAGAR DELHI- 110017 have
changed my name to THONGRAM
LILY LEIMA Permanently for all
Future purpose

NAME CHANGE
I LALITA W/O-SANDEEP MISHRA

R/O-44-45 3RD FLOOR GAURI
SHANKAR BHAWAN BHOLA NATH
NAGAR SHAHDARA DELHI-
110032 HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO LALITA VERMA.

NAME CHANGE
I Ramesh kumar sherawat S/o jaidev
singh R/o hno.238, pana bitrola
dulan bawana delhi 110039, have
changed my name Ramesh kumar
sehrawat for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I Ravi Kumar Yadav S/O Dinesh
Kumar Yadav, L-15, GALI NO. 25,
MAHENDRA PARK, ADARSH
NAGAR, North West Delhi,  Delhi-
110033 have changed my name to
Ravi Yadav for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I , Raghav Tiwari S/O Roop Narayan
Tiwari, R/O B-6/608, RAJVEER
COLONY, GHAROLI EXTENSION,
East Delhi, Delhi, 110096, have
changed the name of my minor son
Mukunda Tiwari  aged 12 years and
he shall hereafter be known as
MUKUND TIWARI.

NAME CHANGE
I mohammad Arsalan S/o merajud-
din R/O 4488 gali shahtara Ajmeri
gate delhi 110006 HAVE CHANGED
MY NAME TO MOHD ARSALAN

NAME CHANGE
I MOHAMMED VASEEM S/O
JALEEL AHMED R/O 444 POCK-
ET-1 PASCHIM PURI PASCHIM
VIHAR WEST DELHI-110063
HAVE CHANGED MY NAME TO
MOHD VASEEM

NAME CHANGE
I PARVEZ A HABIB S/O HABIB
AHMED R/O A-292 1ST FLOOR
BLOCK-A, NEW FRIENDS
COLONY DELHI-110025 HAVE
CHANGE MY NAME TO PARVEZ
HABIB FOR ALL PURPOSE
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Melbourne. (Agency) is a reminder that we are part of a March 2026
fascinating universe. No special  On Tuesday March 3, the Moon will Click on your state or country to learn 
equipment is needed and it's usually pass directly through Earth's shadow, when the eclipse will begin and when 
not hard to find the Moon in the sky. creating a total lunar eclipse. Best of all, totality will be visible.For Western 
Tomorrow's eclipse will be our last Australia and Aotearoa New Zealand Australia, anumber of locations are 
chance to see a blood moon until 2029, are in a prime position to watch the given because the eclipse begins with 
when it will ring in the New Year in the show.This time, the eclipse even the Moon below the horizon. The time 
early hours of January 1.In this case, occurs at a reasonable hour - no need to of the eclipse depends only on time 
it'll take 75 minutes for the Moon to set an alarm and crawl out of bed at a zone, but the time of moonrise is 
enter Earth's shadow - what's known as ridiculous time.On Tuesday evening, a location specific.Across most of 
the partial eclipse phase. This will be dark shadow will begin to sweep Western Australia the eclipse begins 
followed by an hour of totality when across the bright and round full Moon. with the Moon below the horizon. As 
the Moon turns red, and then another Once the Moon becomes fully the Moon rises it will be partly in 
75 minutes as the Moon emerges out of immersed in shadow, it will take on a shadow, making it hard to spot, 
the shadow and returns to full reddish glow.Astronomers call this especially against the bright twilight 
brightness.Since Earth's shadow is so "totality". But with the ominous sky (noting that the Moon is rising as 
large compared to the Moon, everyone appearance of a red Moon hanging the Sun is setting).However, just give it 
on our planet's night side experiences a large in the sky, it's no wonder that some time and the eclipsed Moon will 
lunar eclipse at exactly the same time. throughout history and across cultures become easier to see as it climbs higher 
To know when to see the totality, we it was seen as a portent of evil. In in the east and twilight gives way to 
only need to make adjustments for today's world, the name "blood moon" night.The eclipse will start later in the 
different time zones.h a s  r e a d i l y  c a p t u r e d  p u b l i c  evening across the rest of Australia, 

imagination.Watching a lunar eclipse Total lunar eclipse on the night of 3–4 with the Moon in the eastern sky. 

NEWS BOX

Israel hits Lebanon after Hezbollah 
fire, expanding Iran war

Last Total Lunar Eclipse Until 
2029 Is Coming Today

"Reconsider Travel": US 
Raises Bahrain, Qatar 
Advisories Amid Iran 
Conflict

Blasts in Kabul as Afghan 
govt says responding to 

Pakistan attacks
KABUL. (Agency) 

Explosions were heard in the Afghan capital Kabul on 
Sunday, AFP journalists said, with the Taliban 
government saying they were responding to aerial 
attacks by Pakistan.A spokesman for Afghanistan's 
defence ministry said that "air defence strikes were 
carried out against Pakistani aircraft in Kabul".

Months of cross-border clashes have flared again since 
Thursday, when Afghanistan launched an offensive 
along the frontier, with Pakistani forces hitting back 
on the border and from the skies.The renewed 
violence came after Afghan residents and officials 
said troops from both countries had been battling 
along the border, with the fighting coming alongside 
multiple strikes including the former US air base at 
Bagram.Earlier, residents in multiple areas bordering 
Pakistan told AFP of fighting, while the Afghan 
government said three people were killed overnight 
in drone strikes and shelling.North of the capital 
Kabul, air strikes "hit Bagram air base", according to 
a resident who AFP is not naming for security reasons.

A second resident said "it was very strong, which shook 
the area. There was smoke and fire coming out north 
of the airport", describing the dawn raid as "very 
terrifying".The provincial spokesman, Fazl ul Rahim 
Maskin Yar, said Pakistani jets "attempted to bomb" 
the base, but there were no casualties or damage.

Pakistan acknowledged bombing key cities Friday 
including Kabul and Kandahar, which is home to 
Afghanistan's supreme leader, but has not 
commented on Sunday's strikes.

The presence of security forces was boosted in central 
Kabul on Sunday evening, with increased checks on 
cars, an AFP journalist said.Late Sunday evening, 
Afghan officials claimed to have retaliated with 
strikes on multiple bases in Pakistan that caused 
"significant damage", including in the major city of 
Rawalpindi, though there were no immediate 
Pakistani reports of such attacks."Any further 
violations of our airspace or acts of aggression by 
hostile Pakistani elements will be met with a swift, 
decisive, and proportionate response," the Afghan 
Ministry of Defence posted on X, with a video of a 
drone flying into the distance.

\Border clashes
Before dawn, AFP journalists in the capital heard an 

explosion followed by successive gunfire, with 
Taliban government spokesman Zabihullah Mujahid 
saying anti-aircraft fire was being shot at Pakistani 
planes.Drones were also heard by an AFP journalist 
in the border province of Khost, while in Jalalabad 
city -- between Kabul and the border -- an AFP 
photographer saw a jet.The Afghan government's 
deputy spokesman, Hamdullah Fitrat, said Pakistani 
fire had killed 36 civilians across multiple provinces 
since Thursday, which Islamabad has not commented 
on.

WORLD

Why Is China Silent On Iran 
An Expert Decodes Beijing's 
Hidden Play

world. (Agency) 
China's deep energy ties with Iran are suddenly under 

the harshest spotlight in years as US and Israeli 
strikes push Tehran into open confrontation and 
threaten the oil arteries that power the Chinese 
economy.Beijing has condemned the attacks and 
called for a ceasefire. But it has stopped short of any 
economic retaliation that could endanger the very 
energy flows it depends on.Before dawn on Februry 
28, the United States and Israel launched coordinated 
strikes on Iranian nuclear facilities, missile 
installations and leadership compounds across 
Tehran, Isfahan and Qom. President Donald Trump 
labeled the assault "Operation Epic Fury," framing it 
as a decisive blow after months of stalled nuclear 
negotiations and mounting regional tension.Israel's 
parallel campaign, "Roaring Lion," focused on 
degrading Iran's ballistic missile capabilities and 
senior command structure.For China, the crisis is not 
abstract.

Beijing buys more than 80 percent of Iran's oil exports. 
In 2025, that translated to roughly 1.38 million 
barrels per day, accounting for about 13 to 14 percent 
of China's total seaborne crude imports. The exposure 
is substantial but not singular. China's two biggest 
suppliers remain Russia and Saudi Arabia, and since 
the escalation Chinese refiners have quietly trimmed 
Iranian purchases and leaned more on discounted 
Russian barrels to keep overall supply stable.

Balakrishnan, co founder of Avellon Intelligence, 
called Tehran's retaliation "a historic strategic 
blunder." In his view, Iran is not merely confronting a 
superior military coalition. It is "jeopardising its 
pivotal role as a linchpin in China's energy and 
geopolitical architecture in West Asia.”Iran anchors a 
25-year cooperation framework with Beijing 
covering energy, infrastructure and transport 
corridors tied to the Belt and Road Initiative. 
Discounted crude shipments, often routed through 
complex trading channels, have given China a steady 
supply cushion amid Western sanctions.

Crude surges over 7% amid 
attacks on vessels in Strait of  
Hormuz; OPEC+ plans modest 
output boost fail to ease 
market fears

Trump tells The New York 
Times that US, Israel can 
sustain strikes for weeks; 
offers Venezuela-like 
model for Iran leadership 
transition while warning 
of  possible casualties

Washington. (Agency) 
Following the killing of Iran's Supreme Leader 

Ayatollah Ali Khamenei on Saturday, many senior 
US officials remain skeptical that the US and Israeli 
military operation against the Islamic Republic will 
lead to a regime change in the near term.

Before and after the start of the attack, U.S. officials, 
including U.S. President Donald Trump, had 
suggested that toppling the nation's repressive 
governing system was one of several U.S. goals, in 
addition to crippling Iran's ballistic missile and 
nuclear programs."I call upon all Iranian patriots who 
yearn for freedom to seize this moment ... and take 
back your country," Trump said on Sunday in a video 
posted on Truth Social.But three U.S. officials 
familiar with U.S. intelligence said there is serious 
skepticism that Iran's battered opposition can topple 
the theocratic, authoritarian governing system that 
has been in place since 1979.No officials consulted 
by Reuters completely ruled out the possibility of the 
fall of Iran's government, which currently is buffeted 
by key personnel losses from ongoing U.S. and Israeli 
air strikes and is deeply unpopular following a 
January round of extraordinarily violent 
repression.But it is far from likely or even probable in 
the near term, they said.

Reuters reported earlier that Central Intelligence 
Agency assessments presented to the White House in 
the weeks before the Iran attack concluded that if 
Khamenei was killed, he could be replaced by hard-
line figures from the Islamic Revolutionary Guard 
Corps or equally hard-line clerics, two sources said.

Trump says US, Israel prepared to sustain 
Iran strikes for 'four to five weeks'

the ceasefire came into effect, usually east -- both Hezbollah strongholds.BEIRUT. (Agency) 
saying it targets the militant group and "Hezbollah's actions force the IDF  Israeli forces launched strikes on 
accusing it of truce violations.On (army) to act against it... For your Lebanon including the capital Beirut 
Monday, a military statement said safe ty,  evacuate  your  homes on Monday, the military said, after 
Israeli forces "precisely struck" senior immediately and move at least 1,000 Tehran-backed militant group 
Hezbollah members in the Beirut area, metres (0.6 miles) away from your Hezbollah fired rockets at Israel in 
and another in the south.Lebanon's village to open areas," army retaliation for the killing of Iran's 
state-run National News Agency spokeswoman Ella Waweya said in a supreme leader.An AFP journalist 

statement on X.Hezbollah heard several loud explosions in 
earlier claimed responsibility Beirut early on Monday, as the 
for the rocket and drone Israeli military said it had "begun 
attack on Israel, which it said striking targets of the Hezbollah 
was retaliation for the killing terrorist organisation across 
of Iranian supreme leader Lebanon".The Israeli strikes 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei in a followed rocket and drone 
wave of US-Israeli strikes on launches from Lebanon, the first 
Tehran at the weekend.It was attack on Israel claimed by 
also "in defence of Lebanon Hezbollah since a November 
and its people, and in 2024 ceasefire agreement that 
response to the repeated followed more than a year of war 
Israeli attacks", Hezbollah between them.Hezbollah has 
said.been weakened from conflict 

with Israel, which it entered to support An official from the group had told AFP (NNA) reported Israeli strikes across 
Hamas following the Palestinian last week that Hezbollah would not the country, including in Beirut's 
militant group's deadly attack on Israel intervene militarily in the event of southern suburbs where Hezbollah 
in October 2023 and the subsequent "limited" US strikes on its backer Iran, holds sway.Israel then issued a 
war in the Gaza strip.Israel has carried but would consider any attack against warning to residents of about 50 towns 
out regular strikes on Lebanon since Khamenei a "red line".and villages in Lebanon's south and 

world. (Agency) 

power in Tehran following the killing of political structure make a direct 
Iran’s supreme leader, Ayatollah Ali c o m p a r i s o n  c h a l l e n g i n g .  
Khamenei, in a US-Israeli airstrike over the “Everybody’s kept their job except for 
weekend. Among the options, he cited a two people,” he said of the Venezuelan 
model similar to the operation in Venezuela, operation, emphasizing the U.S. goal 
in which only the top leader was removed of removing only the top leadership 
while the rest of the government remained, while keeping the rest of the 
newly willing to cooperate with the United government functional.He left open 
States.“The country has been very the possibility of the Iranian people 
substantially weakened, to put it mildly,” overthrowing their government, 
Trump told The New York Times, adding saying, “That’s going to be up to them 
that the Pentagon retained sufficient forces, about whether or not they do. They’ve 
missiles, and ammunition globally to been talking about it for years so now 
continue the assault “if we have to.Trump t h e y ’ l l  o b v i o u s l y  h a v e  a n  
also claimed that US and Israeli strikes had opportunity.”Trump also indicated that . (Agency) 

very good choices” for who could lead the “knocked out a big portion” of Iran’s navy, he did not consider Gulf Arab states In a telephone interview with The New York 
country, but did not name them. He also including nine ships and the navy necessary for US strikes on Iran, despite Times on Sunday, US President Donald 
suggested that Iran’s elite military forces, headquarters. He indicated that the conflict Tehran targeting several regional countries Trump said the United States intends to 
including the Islamic Revolutionary Guard could result in casualties, but expressed with missile and drone attacks.The maintain its military assault on Iran for 
Corps, might voluntarily surrender their confidence that the military operations interview, conducted from Mar-a-Lago “four to five weeks” if necessary, asserting 
arms to the Iranian populace, a scenario would ultimately pressure Iran into approximately 36 hours after Khamenei’s that sustaining the intensity of the 
experts have considered unlikely.Trump compliance. “Three is three too many as far killing, came shortly after Trump received operation alongside Israel “won’t be 
repeatedly referred to his experience in as I’m concerned,” he said, referring to news of American casualties. He said he difficult,” even as he acknowledged the 
Venezuela as a model for Iran, though projected American casualties. was about to meet with military generals likelihood of further American casualties.
analysts note significant differences in and insisted that the U.S.-Israeli campaign On the question of Iran’s future leadership, Trump suggested multiple, at times 
population, military capability, and remained “ahead of schedule.”Trump was vague. He said he had “three contradictory, scenarios for a transition of 

energy experts.West Texas Intermediate, day in April, which was more than analysts Iran had temporarily shut down parts of the 
the light, sweet crude oil produced in the had been expecting. The countries boosting strait in mid-February for what it said was a 
United States, was selling for about $72 a output include Saudi Arabia, Russia, Iraq, military drill, which led oil prices to jump 
barrel early Monday, up around 7.3% from the United Arab Emirates, Kuwait, about 6% higher in the days that followed.
its trading price of about $67 on Friday, Kazakhstan, Algeria and Oman.Against that backdrop, eight countries that 
according to data from CME group.A “Roughly one-fifth of global oil 
barrel of Brent crude, the international supply passes through the Strait of 
standard, was trading at $78.55 per barrel Hormuz, a vital artery for world 
early Monday, according to FactSet, up trade, meaning markets are more 
7.8% from its trading price of $72.87 on concerned with whether barrels can 

NEW YORK.(Agency) Friday, which had been a seven-month move than with spare capacity on 
Oil prices rose sharply Monday as U.S. and high at the time.Higher global energy paper,” said Jorge León, Rystad's 

Israeli attacks on Iran and retaliatory strikes prices could lead to consumers paying senior vice president and head of 
against  Israel  and U.S.  mil i tary more for gasoline at the pump and shelling geopolitical analysis, in an email. "If 
installations around the Gulf sent out more for groceries and other goods, at a flows through the Gulf are 
disruptions through the global energy time when many are already feeling the constrained, additional production 
supply chain.Traders were betting the impacts of elevated inflation.Roughly 15 will provide limited immediate 
supply of oil from Iran and elsewhere in the million barrels of crude oil per day, about relief, making access to export 
Middle East would slow or grind to a halt. 20% of the world’s oil, are shipped through routes far more important than 
Attacks throughout the region, including on the Strait of Hormuz, making it the world’s headline output targets.”are part of the OPEC+ oil cartel announced two vessels travelling through the Strait of most critical oil chokepoint, according to Iran exports roughly 1.6 million barrels of oil they would boost production of crude Hormuz, the narrow mouth of the Persian Rystad Energy. Tankers traveling through a day, mostly to China, which may need to Sunday. The Organization of Petroleum Gulf, have restricted countries’ ability to the strait, which is bordered in the north by look elsewhere for supply if Iran’s exports Exporting Countries, in a meeting planned export oil to the rest of the world. Prolonged Iran, carry oil and gas from Saudi Arabia, are disrupted, another factor that could before the war began, said it would attacks would likely result in higher prices Kuwait, Iraq, Qatar, Bahrain, the UAE and increase energy prices.increase production by 206,000 barrels per for crude oil and gasoline, according to Iran.

US Officials Skeptical Of  
Regime Change In Iran After 
Khamenei Killing

Oil prices rise sharply after attacks in 
West Asia disrupt global energy supply

world. (Agency) 
The United States raised its travel advisories for 

Bahrain and Qatar to Level 3 in the aftermath of the 
launch of US combat operations in Iran, citing 
security risks and potential disruptions across the 
Middle East.The State Department said it updated its 
Travel Advisory for Bahrain on February 28 “to 
reflect that the Department authorized the departure 
of non-emergency US government personnel and 
family members of US government personnel to leave 
Bahrain due to security concerns.” The advisory 
increased “from Level 2 to Level 3.”

The updated advisory states: “Reconsider Travel to 
Bahrain due to terrorism and armed conflict.”

It added that “Following the onset of hostilities between 
the United States and Iran on February 28, there has 
been an ongoing threat of drone and missile attacks 
from Iran and significant disruptions to commercial 
flights.”The department also warned that “Terrorist 
groups continue plotting possible attacks in Bahrain. 
Terror is ts  may at tack with l i t t le  or  no 
warning.”Separately, the State Department raised 
Qatar's Travel Advisory to Level 3 on March 1, up 
from Level 1, again authorising the departure of non-
emergency personnel and family members due to 
security concerns.The updated notice states: 
“Reconsider Travel to Qatar due to the threat of armed 
conflict.”It cited the same regional developments, 
noting that “Following the onset of hostilities between 
the United States and Iran on February 28, there has 
been an ongoing threat of drone and missile attacks 
from Iran and significant disruptions to commercial 
flights.”The advisory further said, “The Federal 
Aviation Administration (FAA) has issued a Notice to 
Airmen (NOTAM) and/or a Special Federal Aviation 
Regulation (SFAR) for the region, including Qatar. 
This is due to risks to civil aviation from political and 
military tensions in the region.”
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inputs on whether mining can ever be THE Supreme Court has delivered a line that 
sustainably permitted in the region, the SC has should echo across every scarred ridge of the 
struck a necessary balance between caution and Aravalli Hills: “We say ‘stop mining’ and you 
consultation. But the burden of proof must lie stop.” It is a constitutional reminder that 
firmly on those who seek to mine, not on fragile environmental rule of law is not optional. For 
ecosystems struggling to survive.decades, the Aravallis — among the world’s 

The Aravallis function as a natural barrier against oldest mountain ranges — have been gouged by 
desertification from the Thar, recharge illegal and quasi-legal mining. Despite repeated 
groundwater, moderate climate extremes and bans and regulatory frameworks, extraction has 
support biodiversity. To reduce them to revenue con t inued  th rough  loopholes ,  weak  
blocks is ecological myopia. Successive enforcement and political complicity. The result 
administrations have failed to implement clear is visible from space: denuded hills, depleted 
court directives. If expert panels are constituted, aquifers and rising dust pollution choking parts 
they must be independent, transparent and of Rajasthan and Haryana, with spillover 
science-driven, not a fig leaf for reopening impacts on the NCR.
extraction. The SC’s blunt message underscores Compounding this damage is the entrenched 
a deeper truth: environmental compliance mining mafia that has thrived in regulatory grey 
cannot be negotiated district by district. The zones, brazenly flouting court orders and 
executive must now decide whether it will listen environmental norms. Operating with impunity 
or once again look the other way while the hills and often shielded by local patronage networks, economy, mocking both governance and judicial 

disappear.these cartels have turned ecological plunder into a parallel authority. By maintaining its ban and seeking expert 

Touchstones: Lows 
of  higher education

The afterlife of the colonial image

Law over loot: SC enforces mining ban in Aravallis

The huge brouhaha that has exploded over the 
recent AI event held in Delhi really shook up the 
capital. First, there was utter chaos on the roads 
leading up to Bharat Mandapam — the worst 
traffic mess I have ever seen in Delhi. The rush of 
delegates, visitors and the forever-roving crowd 
of those who go to such places only to make reels 
for posterity and their family, were just left to fend 
for themselves on the first few days. Then came 
the shameful episode of Galgotias University and 
the Chinese robotic dog that a ‘Communications’ 
person from the university was unable to explain, 
and last but not least, the demonstration by the 
Youth Congress volunteers that brought the house 
down (to say nothing of their clothes).

Enough masala to provide hours of tu-tu, main-
main TV debates, so let me not repeat all that. My 
concern is with what we have made of the concept 
of a university, or education in general. The first 
modern Indian university was set up in 1858 in 
Calcutta. Years later, Lord Curzon initiated 
education reforms though he is now remembered 
for all the wrong reasons — the partition of 
Bengal, the loot from India and the precious 
jewels and artefacts he took with him to England. 
However, we often forget that he established the 
Archaeological Survey of India (that predates the 
Royal Architectural Society of England, by the 
way) and ordered restoration of several historical 
sites (including Akbar’s tomb at Sikandra 
vandalised by a Jat ruler).

Calcutta was followed by universities in Madras 
and Bombay and later, by Allahabad, Lucknow, 
Delhi, to name a few. A special kind of 
architecture (broadly Indo-Saracenic) with 
towers, turrets, huge campuses with buildings 
marked for science and humanities, impressive 
libraries, senate halls with stained glass windows 
and balconies, gardens, hostels for girls and boys 
— all these follow a similar architecture.

From my memories of my alma mater in Allahabad, 
I can recall wide verandahs where students 
roamed to lofty tutorial and staff rooms. 
Humanities were then the most popular courses 
and entire generations of the civil service were 
filled with alumni from Allahabad, also then 
known as the Oxford of the East.

Similarly, Bombay became the hub of legal studies, 
and its advocates, jurists and constitutional 
experts (many Muslim and Parsi names) were 
legends known for their distinguished careers. 
Jinnah, Nanavati, Palkhiwala, Seervai, Tyabji are 
some names that come readily to mind. I am not so 
familiar with Madras but even Lucknow 
university had a renowned centre for botany in the 
years gone by. Medical education was provided 
by some outstanding colleges that have largely 
kept their reputations intact. Panjab University, 
partitioned into two campuses in 1947, held its 
own for decades.

The short point that I wish to make is that there was 
a grand tradition of higher education funded and 
run by the State. In addition, there were individual 
institutions (such as the BHU, the AMU) where 
generous donors and philanthropists created 
impressive centres of higher learning. However, it 
is with the establishment of the IITs that this 
landscape changed radically. Gone were the 
sprawling spaces with dreamy towers and turrets 
and in their place came gleaming concrete and 
glass buildings with state-of-the-art labs, as the 
focus moved from the humanities to science and 
engineering. Students who graduated from there 
went abroad, earned huge salaries and never came 
back.Our brightest and best started the brain drain 
that is responsible for a dumbing down now 
visible at every level of education. English-
medium education acquired an aspirational pull 
and with the mushrooming of so-called convent 
schools and English medium schools even in 
villages, the local government-run schools 
became passe.Something else also followed these 
changes: a dialogue between science education 
and the humanities was slowly lost. So, we had 
brilliant scientists who never regarded history or 
literature with respect, and on the other hand, our 
historians.

It's the right time to empower the youth with skill sets which will help them navigate the AI boom

One of my favourite mediums of visual expression is 
photography. Photographs often reveal more than what 
meets the eye; they contain layers of meaning that 
unfold through careful reading. As colonisers, the 
British were meticulous documenters. Photography 
emerged as a “vital mode of data capture and 
transmission” in the 19th century, particularly as 
ethnographic surveys were developed by the Western 
world from the 1830s onward to study the races, cultures 
and perceived characteristics of the colonised and the 
“other.”In February 2026, DAG presented a much-
needed re-examination of this vast colonial archive at 
Bikaner House, New Delhi. Titled Typecasting: 
Photographing the Peoples of India, 1855-1920, and 
curated by historian Sudeshna Guha, the exhibition 
brought together nearly 200 photographs produced over 
65 years. It assembled albumen and silver-gelatin prints, 
cartes-de-visite, cabinet cards, postcards, folios, 
albums, and rare publications. At its centre were folios 
from The People of India, the eight-volume series 
compiled by John Forbes Watson and John William 
Kaye between 1868 and 1875. The series was among the 
most ambitious colonial attempts to catalogue the 
subcontinent’s population.

The material revealed the geographic and social reach of 
ethnographic photography. Lepcha and Bhutia 
communities from the northeast, Afridis from the 
northwest, and Todas from the Nilgiris appeared 

Toda settlement in the Nilgiris revealed how circulated. The exhibition also examined the afterlives of alongside occupational and social categories such as 
ethnographic photography functioned within networks ethnographic imagery. Subjects such as nautch Parsis, merchants, barbers, coolies, snake charmers, and 
of colonial administration, missionary activity and early performers, widely reproduced as “girls,” moved from dancing girls. The curatorial framework centred on a 
anthropological research. administrative and anthropological contexts into critical interrogation of typology. Categories such as 

The images also demonstrated how textual framing commercial and voyeuristic circuits.caste, tribe, occupation, and community were shown to 
shaped interpretation. Portraits by Willoughby Wallace Presented as an India Art Fair parallel exhibition and part of be historically constructed rather than inherently fixed. 
Hooper revealed how notions of tribal authenticity were DAG’s long-term effort to build one of the country’s As photography became a key instrument of modern 
constructed through controlled settings and symbolic largest collections of early photography, typecasting anthropology, it lent these categories the authority of 
attributes. William Johnson’s widely circulated functioned as a project of archival recovery. By framing visual evidence. At the same time, photographs were 
photographs, accompanied by descriptive letterpress, the material through a critical lens, the exhibition invited presented as mutable objects whose meanings shift 
transformed individuals into representatives of social contemporary audiences to revisit colonial visual across contexts, viewers, and historical moments. The 
categories. His portraits of urban elites, when contrasted archives and reflect on the enduring legacies of display emphasised ambiguity, interpretation and the 
with labouring figures photographed by Edward classification that continue to shape social instability of photographic truth.The exhibition also 
Taurines, reflected the visual hierarchies through which perception.Ultimately, the strength of typecasting lay in foregrounded the agency of the photographed subjects. 
colonial photography organised Indian society into its refusal to offer definitive conclusions. Curator Through posture, dress, and self-presentation, 
ordered categories of class, occupation, and Sudeshna Guha deftly wove rare material, rigorous individuals participated in shaping their own visibility. 
respectability.Samuel Bourne’s A Group of Kashmir scholarship and a sharply articulated vision, This reframed ethnographic photography as a space of 
Females, Srinuggur arranged and aestheticised female transforming a colonial archive into a space for critical negotiation rather than a purely extractive colonial gaze. 
subjects within narratives of beauty and spectacle. reflection. An elegant, richly illustrated catalogue edited Photographs by Benjamin Simpson and Charles 
Photographs by GR Lambert & Co. depicting Indian by Guha crowns the exhibition, with contributions from Shepherd showed how communities were fixed within 
migrant families in Southeast Asia expanded the Christopher Pinney, Ashish Anand, Ranu Roychoudhari, administrative and military frameworks, including the 
geographic frame, revealing the imperial networks Suryanandani Narain, and Omar Khan, extending its labelling of certain groups as “criminal” or as “martial 
through which Indian identities were documented and intellectual resonance well beyond the galleryraces.” In contrast, Samuel Bourne’s documentation of a 

Ultimately, the strength of  typecasting lay in its refusal to offer definitive conclusions. Curator Sudeshna Guha deftly wove rare material, 

rigorous scholarship and a sharply articulated vision, transforming a colonial archive into a space for critical reflection

2047, for which he has given lasting solutions so that The Delhi AI Impact Summit has established India as a 
India’s economy can become an engine of its own growth significant and aspiring AI power. New Delhi has been 
— form more local, cooperative enterprises; denser local able to articulate a normative vision of how AI should be 
economic webs composed of small enterprises, local harnessed for the larger global good — and this is a lofty 
systems; solutions cooperatively developed by vision. Our Edit and Op-Ed pages dissected the gains and 
communities; use capital frugally, among a few steps. the learnings from the summit.The summit's most 
Formal, large-scale enterprises are not creating enough consequential silence concerned labour, writes former 
good jobs even in developed countries, he argues.financial adviser IMF & World Bank Udaibir S Das in his 

The bust of Edwin Lutyens, the principal designer of Op-Ed article India’s AI ambition faces structural limits. 
imperial New Delhi, was replaced with that of C Although its theme was ‘Welfare for all, Happiness of 
Rajagopalachari, the last Governor General of India, all’, India's technology services workforce — roughly 
inside Rashtrapati Bhavan. Can replacing the bust of 5.8 million people — had no structured presence in the 
Lutyens with Rajaji transform the institutional ethos of summit's power forums.
the space or merely alter the gallery of memory? asks The AI summit was part policy forum, part technology and 
RJD MP Manoj Kumar Jha in his Op-Ed Cosmetic trade exposition but, ambitions must be tempered by 
changes won’t heal the nation. Decolonisation, if it is to inescapable realities such as energy poverty and water 
mean anything, cannot remain a ceremonial exercise stress, writes former Foreign Secretary Shyam Saran in 
performed at roundabouts and renamed avenues. It must his Edit article India’s AI road dotted with challenges. AI 
travel inward into the grammar of governance and the depends upon immense data-crunching capacity which 
conscience of society, he feels. When citizens today comes from high-end Graphics Processing Units 
encounter an unresponsive bureaucracy or a coercive (GPUs), he says. Compare the numbers: The US is 

that this is the right time to empower the youth and Rahul Gandhi could not escape accountability, says policing system, they are often encountering the afterlife estimated to have 1.5 million GPUs in operation, China 
schoolchildren with skill sets which will help them senior journalist Radhika Ramaseshan in her Edit article of colonial rule, he writes.has half a million GPUs, India has only 38,000.While 
navigate the AI boom. The nature of jobs will change as Congress scores another own goal. Rahul either The US has begun ‘major combat operations’ in Iran and India seeks to play a significant role in the global AI 
the need for different types of skills emerges with new oversteps the unstated limits of a convincing counter- Israel has launched missile attacks against Iran.  Does US pursuit, it has a very modest capability and does not rank 
technology. Investment in basic education must be campaign against the BJP or falters on facts due to a lack have any right to overthrow the Iranian regime and among the top five AI-capable nations, writes C Uday 
enhanced along with a significant upgrade of of thorough homework or gets the theme, timing and dictate policy to it? asks ORF Distinguished Fellow Bhaskar Director, Society for Policy Studies, in his Op-
infrastructure. Only then will it be possible for the next mode of protests wrong. In the IYC fiasco, the last factor Manoj Joshi in his Op-Ed article India's Iran dilemma Ed article India’s AI vision lofty, capability limited. Yes, 
generation to deal effectively with the problems and proved to be his undoing, she writes. deepens amid war talk. The developments highlight the India is a major adopter of AI and the crowd surge at the 

On the other end of the spectrum is another viewpoint perils of a future with AI, she writes.The spectacle continuing Indian dilemma in relation to Iran. For India, Delhi summit reflects the enthusiasm of the younger 
where former Planning Commission member Arun mounted by Indian Youth Congress activists at the AI Iran is the closest and cheapest source of hydrocarbons. It Indian demography. Creating an ecosystem that is 
Maira writes in his Edit piece A blueprint for all-round Impact Summit at Delhi’s Bharat Mandapam signified a is also the landmass through which India had hoped to enabling and empathetic to nurturing AI in the long term 
growth that modern economies cannibalise human new low in the history of protests. The shirtless protest develop multi-modal trade corridors to Afghanistan, will be the abiding Indian challenge.
society to feed economic growth. The Viksit Bharat goal proved to be beneficial for the BJP government at the Central Asia and Europe and invested in developing a In her Op-Ed Equipping kids to face AI’s brave new world, 
should be reset to make India a more inclusive society by Centre. As the Congress made the protest a solo affair, port in Chabahar.senior financial journalist Sushma Ramachandran writes 

Creating an enabling AI ecosystem is the big challenge for India

The SC’s blunt message underscores a deeper truth: environmental compliance cannot be negotiated district by district
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NEW

for that matter," Gavaskar said on Kolkata. (Agency)  
commentary."To get your eyes used to the  Former India captains Sunil Gavaskar and 
light, to get the bright lights again, you Ravi Shastri on Sunday questioned the need 
have darkness around you."Gavaskar for a laser show during the drinks break of 
questioned whether such entertainment the T20 World Cup Super Eights clash 
was necessary during a  global  between India and West Indies at the Eden 
tournament.Gardens in Kolkata.

"You have a laser thing going on. This is the India vs West Indies: Scorecard | Highlights
World Cup. And for two and a half India were 53 for two in pursuit of 196 when 
minutes, do you need this kind of the powerplay ended and the scheduled 
entertainment?In the IPL, it's fine in the break was taken. Truth be told, the hosts 

minutes, leaving Sanju Samson and middle of the IPL. Not in the knockouts, were in a spot of bother, having lost 
Suryakumar Yadav to readjust to the but in the middle of the IPL, that is fine. But Abhishek Sharma and Ishan Kishan without 
floodlights once play resumed. at the moment here, in the World Cup, do we much contribution. It was a high-intensity 

need these laser shows in the middle of the Both Gavaskar and Shastri raised concerns contest where any lapse in concentration 
drinks break, at the drinks interval?"that the sudden change in lighting could have proved costly.Yet, during the 

conditions could disrupt the batters' focus Shastri echoed the sentiment, emphasising the three-minute interval, the stadium lights 
and vision."The laser show during the two- impact on players' concentration.were dimmed and a laser show was 
and-a-half or three minutes of the drinks "And from the players' point of view, to switch conducted, briefly plunging the ground into 
break it's not easy on the batters, or anybody back on, is never easy. It's serious stuff."darkness. The spectacle lasted close to three 

thing is that the airspace is closed, including fellow Russians Andrey Rublev 
naturally," Medvedev said. "So, no one and Mirra Andreeva, as well as Dutchman 
knows when we'll be able to fly out. It's not Tallon Griekspoor. Griekspoor withdrew 
clear whether this will last long or from the Dubai final due to a left hamstring 
not."We're just waiting to see what happens injury sustained during his semifinal win 
in the coming hours or days. They keep over Rublev.The players are scheduled to 

compete at the BNP Paribas Open in 
Indian Wells, California, where main-
draw action begins on Wednesday. 
Medvedev and Rublev are also slated to 
take part in The Eisenhower Cup mixed 
doubles  exhibi t ion on Tuesday.  
Medvedev's partner is Andreeva, while 
Rublev is set to team up with American 

Bayamon. (Agency) Amanda Anisimova.Canadian Felix 
Auger-Aliassime, who lost to Medvedev Former world No. 1 Daniil Medvedev's title-
in the semifinals, managed to depart on winning week in Dubai has taken an 
one of the final flights out of Dubai on unexpected turn, with the Russian star, his 
Saturday. According to reports, he has family and his team stranded in the United gradually pushing back the airport 

reached Indian Wells and was scheduled to Arab Emirates after regional airspace was reopening time."
practise on Sunday.Doubles players Harri shut down following escalating tensions in The 2021 US Open champion said he has 
Heliovaara, Mate Pavic, Henry Patten and the Middle East.The disruption came a day remained calm despite the uncertainty.
Marcelo Arevalo are also reportedly after Medvedev clinched the Dubai Duty 

"As strange as that sounds, on the court, I'm 
stranded. Heliovaara and Patten had Free Tennis Championships title, his 23rd 

very emotional, but in real life, it might 
defeated Pavic and Arevalo in the Dubai career ATP crown. The airspace closure 

actually help me to be more emotional at 
doubles final.followed the United States' airstrikes on 

times - so, for me, everything is normal," 
Iran on Saturday, leaving several players With the Indian Wells tournament around the Medvedev said. "Naturally, I've received a 
unable to leave the country.Medvedev told corner, players, coaches and officials now lot of messages from friends and family, and 
Bolshe Tennis in Russian that there is no face a wait for further updates, hoping the everyone is worried, but I can say for my 
clarity on when flights will resume."The airspace reopens in time to avoid disruption part that everything is fine."Several other 
situation is unusual, but basically, the only to the ATP calendar.players are also stranded in Dubai, 

Daniil Medvedev stranded in Dubai with 
his family due to Middle East conflict

MEXICO CITY. (Agency) 
Team India secured their passage into the 

semi-finals of the T20 World Cup 2026, but 
concerns remain over opener Abhishek 
Sharma's form, as the young batsman was 
dismissed for 10 off 11 balls, continuing a 
difficult run in the tournament.

India vs West Indies: Scorecard | Highlights
Abhishek's struggles have become a focus of 

discussion as India prepares to face England 
in the second semifinal following their five-
wicket win over the West Indies in Kolkata. 
The opener scored a fifty against Zimbabwe 
but once again failed to make the most of his 
chance in Kolkata. Abhishek has scored 80 
runs in six matches with an average of 13.33 
and a strike-rate of 131.14. Speaking on 
ESPNCricinfo, Kumble said that the 
opener's head seems to be a bit muddled at 

the moment and there is a clear lack of 
confidence."The head is a bit muddled. 
There is lack of confidence. You want others 
to take the pressure off and India have done 
well. Now that India have won, he'll say, I 
need to start contributing. England will pose 
a different challenge. They also have Jacks. I 
don't see Harry Brook holding back Jacks. 
He has bowled in the powerplay, so he bowls 
well," said Kumble.

'NO FINGER POINTING FOR NOW'
Former South Africa captain Faf du Plessis 

commented on the situation and said that 
India's win will shield Abhishek for now. Du 
Plessis said that the conversation now will 
be if the opener can turn things around in the 
semi-final.The nice thing is that they won. 
When you are winning, the guy that is out of 
form gets carried by the team. If you lose, 
there is finger-pointing. A guy needs to take 
the brunt of the loss. So, if India would have 
lost tonight, there would have been a lot of 
finger-pointing at him. So now there is a 
hopeful outlook - can he do it in the 
semifinals or can he turn it around?" du 
Plessis said.

country as their competition got over a second in their respective weight categories time on Sunday. The coach communicated 
couple of days ago. The bouts for men's the same to the WFI following which the 
Greco-Roman wrestlers are underway and federation arranged accommodation for 
even they might have to change their them.The wrestlers are alone to get 
itinerary given the global crisis. stranded due to the global crisis as two-

time Olympic medallist PV Sindhu also "We are safe here and have been shifted to a 
got stuck at the Dubai International good hotel near the airport," Dahiya told The 
Airport since Saturday. She was New Indian Express from Tirana. The coach 
supposed to board a flight for said the Wrestling Federation of India (WFI) 
Birmingham to take part in the All president Sanjay Kumar Singh, former chief 
England Championships scheduled Brij Bhushan Sharan Singh and other office-
from March 3 to 8 but has been stuck at bearers spoke to him and the wrestlers and 

New Delhi. (Agency)  the airport along with her team members assured them of every possible help.
— coach, training, physio et all, just “Women's wrestling team head coach Virender "Brij Bhushan sir even transferred Rs 4 lakh to 
waiting to get out of this tense Dahiya said all his wards are safe and have my account so that we can pay for 
situation.The closure of airspace over been shifted to a hotel near Tirana airport in accommodation, food and other necessary 
gulf has forced the Badminton Albania. As many as 16 wrestlers along with stuff here in Albania. All of them personally 
Association of India (BAI) to change the support staff including Dahiya reached spoke to us and assured us all the help we 
travel plans for other shuttlers as well. the country to compete in the second while Muskan (50kg) and Savita (62kg) needed. The federation is trying to arrange an 

They were supposed to leave for England Ranking Series that began on February 25. returned with a bronze each. Earlier, Sujeet alternative flight for us through a different 
later than Sindhu. The BAI, along with the Kalkal clinched the gold medal in the 65kg They were scheduled to fly back to India on route," the coach added.India women won 
help of Sports Authority of India, has weight category.The wrestlers were Sunday morning via Dubai but their flight three silver medals and two bronze in the 
informed that some of the shuttlers are now provided accommodation by the organisers got cancelled due to US-Israel attacks on competition. Priyanshi Prajapat (50kg), 
leaving via airports in Africa and Singapore.but had to vacate their rooms by 11AM local Iran. The men's freestyle team returned to the Meenakshi (53kg) and Neha (57kg) finished 

SPORTS

cricket in Jammu & Kashmir: seam-friendly "The main reason I would say is the vision of “The most significant change was that we 
pitches, fleeting promise, and seasons that Mithun Manhas," said Brigadier Anil Gupta, created red-mitti wickets in Jammu. When 
dissolved before spring. For over sixty who was part of that restructuring body along our team used to go and play outside, they 
years, J&K were the romantic underdogs of with Manhas and then BCCI secretary Jay used to struggle because there was no 
the Ranji Trophy.That changed on a Shah."He played cricket in J&K and he practice on red-clay wickets. Once we made 
sweltering afternoon in Hubballi, that change, the difference was what we 
Karnataka. When J&K secured their saw last year - in Mumbai, we saw the 
maiden Ranji Trophy title after result."
overcoming the eight-time champions For years, J&K players had grown up on 
Karnataka in the final, a watershed green surfaces that rewarded seam 
moment unfolded. A 291-run first- bowling. But championships in India are 
innings lead and a second-innings batting often decided on the grind of playing 
masterclass had turned the impossible across different types of pitches. 
into a foregone conclusion. Exposure was no longer accidental; it was 

The trophy was lifted in 2026, but the first engineered.”We backed the talent," 
bricks had been laid years earlier, in a Gupta said. "We wanted the talents to 
radical restructuring that moved J&K apply themselves."
from a collection of isolated talents to a PROCESS OVER HYPE
professional powerhouse. wanted to make some drastic changes." When Ajay Sharma joined as head coach, the 

For decades, J&K cricket oscillated between Those changes were both structural and framework was in place. What remained was 
New Delhi. (Agency)  promise and frustration. Talent emerged - cultural."Among those drastic changes was mindset."I believe that behind everything 

The snow-clad peaks of the Pir Panjal range Parvez Rasool, Umran Malik, Vivrant that we selected a coach who was not from there is a proper process," Sharma said.
have long looked down upon a cricketing Sharma - but the structure around it remained here. We selected a captain who was not from From the beginning, expectations were 
culture defined by what-ifs. On most winter inconsistent. Infrastructure lagged. J&K. We selected a support staff team that explicit."Mithun Manhas also had a vision 
mornings in Jammu, the outfield wears a thin Preparation was regional. Ambition was was given continuity." when he brought me in as coach—he said, 
veil of frost. Fast bowlers love it. Batters cautious.The shift began with a sub- THE RED MITTI TRANSFORMATION brother, we have to win the Ranji Trophy."
endure it. For decades, this was the rhythm of committee formed to rethink everything. And then came the most literal transformation. The ambition had evolved.

Not built in a day: The making of  Jammu 
& Kashmir's Ranji Trophy triumph

T20 World Cup: Sunil Gavaskar, Ravi Shastri 
slam mid-match laser show in Kolkata

New Delhi. (Agency)  
History loves Kolkata's Eden Gardens. It likes to 

be written on its haloed greens. It yearns to be 
witnessed from its noisy stands. And no cricket 
match here is just a game-it is almost always a 
legend.

India vs West Indies: Scorecard | Highlights
Sunday (March 1) was destined to be an ode to 

Sanju Samson. The ground was ready. India 
needed to beat West Indies in what was 
effectively a quarter-final of the T20 World 
Cup. The target, 196, was a mountain. India had 
never climbed more than 173 in a T20 World 
Cup.Cometh the hour, cometh the man. But 
that man was never expected to be Samson.

SUCH A LONG JOURNEY
Samson made his T20I debut in 2015, a 20-year-

old from Kerala with soft hands, a still head, 
and a gift for the outrageous stroke. Eleven 
years later, he had played only 59 T20Is. Fifty-
nine. The number sits uncomfortably beside his 
talent, like a biography with half its chapters 
torn out.He was repeatedly set aside. 

Sometimes to  accommodate others .  
Sometimes because of his own failures. He was 
cast as a reserve in a squad that always had 
someone else ahead of him, a name on the 
fringes of selection meetings. He was a player 
perpetually described as gifted, as if the gift 
was a curse, a prophecy standing between him 
and his destiny.He entered this World Cup 
squad as the first-choice opener. Then two 
things happened: failure and Ishan Kishan. 
Soon he was the back-up opener, thrust into the 
XI only because oppositions had begun 
targeting India's left-hander heavy batting line-
up with offspinners. Even his opportunity 
arrived through the back door. And yet, when 
the door opened, Samson walked through it as 
though he had always known it would.

THE LEGEND OF EDEN
There is something about the Eden Gardens that 

defies logic. On this ground, failure often 
begins with a celebration—almost like a cruel 
joke.

The batter who came in from the 
cold: Sanju Samson's night, 

Eden Gardens' legend

New Delhi. (Agency)  
Suryakumar Yadav's praise for Sanju Samson 

went to a point where the wicketkeeper 
hilariously asked his captain to stop or else 
he would start crying. Samson played an 
innings of a lifetime to help India get over 
the finish line and make their way into the 
semi-finals of the T20 World Cup 2026.The 
wicketkeeper-batter broke the record of 
Virat Kohli for the highest score in a 
successful run-chase for India in T20 World 
Cups, scoring 97 off 50 balls. He hit the 
winning runs and on his way back to the 
dugout, was greeted by Suryakumar, who 
took his cap off and bowed down to him. In a 
video released by the BCCI, Suryakumar 
was seen talking non-stop about Samson 
and the hilarious reply from the 
wicketkeeper can be seen towards the end of 
the clip.WHAT DID SURYA SAY ABOUT 
SAMSON?

Suryakumar reiterated his statement on 

Samson from after the game to start the 
video and revealed how the wicketkeeper 
told the players to put the team ahead of 
everything else during the camp.

“I always say good things happen to good 
people and at the right time. No better time, 
no better stage for someone like him to step 
up and give the team what the team 
required. The moment he came into the side, 
I think the first thing that he said amongst 
the group when we sat together was, let's do 
something which the team wants, not what 
you want," said Suryakumar.

The Indian skipper refused to talk about the 
tough period Samson had as he was in and 
out of the side and was made to bat in the 
middle-order. However, he said that 
Samson played a courageous knock and 
deserves all the plaudits."In life, we've seen 
so many things, so many ups and downs. I 
don't want to take you back to what 
happened in the whole year, losing his 
position, batting out of position, and then 
coming back batting at the same position."

"It's not easy to win the World Cup. The World 
Cups, the ICC tournaments, the games 
which you play in ICC tournaments are won 
by courageous people, and this was a 
courageous knock. 

Abhishek Sharma's lack of 
form: His head is muddled, 

says Anil Kumble

Rulayega kya pagle? Sanju 
Samson's hilarious reaction to 

Surya's praises

For decades, Jammu & Kashmir 
flirted with promise without 
sustaining it. Their maiden Ranji 
Trophy title was no miracle, but 
the product of structural reform, 
cultural reset, and relentless 
discipline. It is proof that 
ambition, when engineered 
properly, can finally endure.

 

Former world No. 1 Daniil 
Medvedev, along with his family 
and team, was stranded in Dubai 
on Sunday, a day after winning the 
Dubai Duty Free Tennis 
Championships for his 23rd career 
ATP title.

ZAround Rs 4 lakh has been 
transferred to my bank 
account for hotel, food and 
other expenses during our 
stay here, says Dahiya

Iran conflict: Women wrestlers safe, accommodated 
in hotel near Tirana airport: Head coach
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At the open, the Sensex 
tumbled as much as 3.4% 
or 2,743.46 points to hit a 
low of  78,543.73, while the 
NSE Nifty dropped 519.4 
points, or 2.06% to 
24,659.25

New Delhi.(Agency) that have left an enduring and defining accelerator of modern progress has 
mark on the global communications been a privileged responsibility. As Sunil Bharti Mittal, founder and 
ecosystem. On receiving the award, innovation accelerates, we will chairman of Bharti Enterprises, has 
Mittal said, “I am deeply honoured to continue to work with our partners & been given the Lifetime Achievement 
receive this recognition and sincerely stakeholders to ensure that growth Award by global telecom industry body 
thank the GSMA for this award. I accept advances equity and creates lasting GSMA at the ongoing Mobile World 
it not only as a personal milestone, but opportunity for generations to come," Congress in Barcelona on Monday, 
as a tribute to India’s telecom journey, he added.   Mittal has built Bharti Airtel Bharti Airtel said in a statement.   The 
the collective spirit of Bharti, and the into one of the world’s leading mobile award, presented in the presence of 
rise of Indian telecom companies on the operators, with operations across India Felipe VI, the Prime Minister of Spain, 
global stage. Equally, the award reflects and Africa, ranking among the top-Pedro Sánchez, the President of 
the progress of an industry that has three globally and serving over half a Catalonia, Salvador Illa, and global 
connected billions and belongs to the billion customers. He pioneered the industry leaders, recognises his role in 
customers we serve, the teams who expansion of mobile services across r e s h a p i n g  t h e  g l o b a l  
built our institutions, and the partners emerging markets and served as telecommunications landscape and 
who believe in the transformative Chairman of the GSMA from 2017 to expanding connectivity across 
p o w e r  o f  c o n n e c t i v i t y . "   2018, where he championed policies operators, governments, businesses and 
"Telecommunication is a force that that encouraged investment and billions of consumers worldwide.  The 
expands opportunity, places essential innovation while strengthening the award has been given to a handful of 
services in the palm of every individual industry’s commitment to connecting industry leaders in GSMA’s history. 
and unlocks human potential. Helping the unconnected and advancing digital The honour recognises contributions 
shape its evolution into a powerful inclusion. 

Middle East conflict: Sensex crashes 3% at open, 
trims losses but still down by 1,000 points

Gold jumps Rs 6,000, silver soars Rs 10,000: 
How Iran–US tensions affect your money

Sensex crashes 1,300 points amid Iran-US 
conflict: 6 things you need to know

New Delhi.(Agency)
 Oil prices rose sharply when market trading 

began Sunday, as U.S. and Israeli attacks on 
Iran and retaliatory strikes against Israel and 
U.S. military installations around the Gulf sent 
disruptions through the global energy supply 
chain.Traders were betting the supply of oil 
from Iran and elsewhere in the Middle East 
would slow or grind to a halt. Attacks 
throughout the region, including on two vessels 
traveling through the Strait of Hormuz, the 
narrow mouth of the Persian Gulf, have 
restricted countries' ability to export oil to the 
rest of the world. Prolonged attacks would 
likely result in higher prices for crude oil and 
gasoline, according to energy experts.West 
Texas Intermediate, the light, sweet crude oil 
produced in the United States, was selling for 
about $72 a barrel Sunday night, up around 8% 
from its trading price of about $67 on Friday, 
according to data from CME group.

A barrel of Brent crude, the international 
standard, was trading at around $79 per barrel 
Sunday night, according to FactSet, up about 
8% from its trading price of $72.87 on Friday, 
which had been a seven-month high at the time.

Higher global energy prices could lead to 
consumers paying more for gasoline at the 
pump and shelling out more for groceries and 
other goods, at a time when many are already 
feeling the impacts of elevated inflation.

Roughly 15 million barrels of crude oil per day — 
about 20% of the world's oil — are shipped 
through the Strait of Hormuz, making it the 
world's most critical oil chokepoint, according 
to Rystad Energy. Tankers traveling through the 
strait, which is bordered in the north by Iran, 
carry oil and gas from Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, 
Iraq, Qatar, Bahrain, the UAE and Iran.Iran had 
temporarily shut down parts of the strait in mid-
February for what it said was a military drill, 
which led oil prices to jump about 6% higher in 
the days that followed.Against that backdrop, 
eight countries that are part of the OPEC+ oil 
cartel announced they would boost production 
of crude Sunday. The Organization of 
Petroleum Exporting Countries, in a meeting 
planned before the war began, said it would 
increase production by 206,000 barrels per day 
in April, which was more than analysts had 
been expecting. The countries boosting output 
include Saudi Arabia, Russia, Iraq, the United 
Arab Emirates, Kuwait, Kazakhstan, Algeria 
and Oman.

BUSINESS

Oil prices rise sharply in market 
trading after attacks in Middle East 

disrupt global energy supply
conflict also had a severe impact on barrel, its highest level since January 
the rupee which opened at 91.26 2025. The prices pared some gains as 
against the US dollar on Monday. It session progressed. For India, this 
settled at 90.98 a dollar on Friday. It spells trouble: soaring crude prices 
settled at 90.98 a dollar on Friday.The heighten inflation risks, driving up 
fall in the Indian market mirrored the bond yields. Higher yields compress 
global trend as Japan's Nikkei 225 and equity multiples, prompting investors 
South Korea's Kospi fell as much as 2- to flee stocks. India imports 85-90% of 

its energy needs, with about 
60% sourced from the Gulf 
region.

“If Iran chooses to mine the 
strait or use its stockpile of 
short-range missiles against 
tanker traffic, oil prices could New Delhi.(Agency)
spike above $100 per barrel. A Indian equity market faced the brunt of 
prolonged closure of the strait, the ongoing conflict in West Asia 
analysts warn, could tip the with the benchmark BSE Sensex 
global turmoil further,” said crashing more than 2, 700 points at 
Tanvi Kanchan, Associate opening while NSE Nifty50 fell 
Director, Anand Rathi Share nearly 520 points. The gap-down 3% in early trade before trimming and Stock Brokers Limited.Kanchan opening was expected due to a full- some losses. Hong Kong and the added, “Strong macroeconomic blown crisis in the Middle East after Chinese market also opened in the fundamentals provide long-term US and Israeli forces targeted key red.The attacks from both sides have confidence and reinforce the case for Iranian sites over the weekend.At the intensified geopolitical risks in West India as a structural investment open, the Sensex tumbled as much as Asia and triggered immediate destination. However, the Iran conflict 3.4% or 2,743.46 points to hit a low of repercussions for global energy will cause short-term volatility. The 78,543.73, while the NSE Nifty markets. The attacks have heightened market had already priced in much of dropped 519.4 points, or 2.06% to fears of a Strait of Hormuz closure, a the expectation of strong Q3 GDP 24,659.25. The Indian market also vital chokepoint through which nearly data, and with a geopolitical shock of trimmed losses and at 10.30 am, 20% o global crude oil flows daily.In this magnitude hitting simultaneously, Sensex was down about 1,000 points early traded, Brent crude futures sentiment is likely to be driven by fear and Nifty was down 300 points.The jumped 13% to trade above $82 a and oil prices.

MUMBAI.(Agency)
The rupee weakened to its lowest level in a month on 

Monday, breaching the 91 mark again, amid 
escalating tensions in Iran that spurred a sell-off in 
risk assets and pushed oil prices up by over 6%. 
Domestic equities fell more than 1%, compounding 
concerns for India, which imports roughly half of its 
energy from the Middle East. The currency closed at 
91.235, its weakest since early February.

Over the weekend, the US and Israel launched strikes 
on Iran, targeting the country’s top leadership, 
including Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei 
and senior military officials. In retaliation, Tehran 
fired missiles at Gulf nations hosting US assets, 
raising fears of a prolonged regional conflict that 
could disrupt shipping and aviation.

Government bonds also came under pressure, with the 
yield on the 10-year benchmark rising 3 basis points 
to 6.6901%.Traders noted that the Reserve Bank of 
India intervened as the rupee breached the 91 level, 
offering support in the non-deliverable forwards 
market, while foreign banks continued to sell spot 
dollars.Brent crude futures jumped nearly 6% 
during the day, hitting an intraday high of $82 per 
barrel. Precious metals, however, saw more muted 
gains: gold on the CME rose 2.5%, while silver 
gained 1.5%. On the domestic front, April gold 
futures traded 3.14% higher at Rs 1,67,198 per 10 
grams, silver March futures rose 3.27% to Rs 
2,84,000 per kg, and March crude on MCX surged 
7.7% to Rs 6,564 per barrel.Higher oil prices present 
a compounded risk on top of weak capital flows, 
which have already been weighing on the rupee,” 
said Dhiraj Nim, economist and forex strategist at 
ANZ.

New Delhi.(Agency)
 Global and Indian airlines cancelled and diverted 

hundreds of flights for a third straight day on 
Monday after the escalating US-Israel and Iran war 
prompted widespread airspace closures across West 
Asia and the Gulf. 

Airlines in the Asia Pacific (APAC) region posted 
losses in early trading sessions. Interglobe Aviation 
Ltd, that operates IndiGo, dipped 4.24 per 
cent.Singapore Airlines tanked over 6 per cent in 
early trading on Monday, while Japan’s ANA and 
JAL each dropped over 4 per cent, while Australia’s 
Qantas slipped over 4 per cent.Major transit centres, 
including Dubai, Doha and Abu Dhabi, were shut for 
extended periods, forcing carriers to suspend, 
reroute or cancel routes to Tel Aviv, Dubai, Beirut, 
Tehran, Riyadh and other regional destinations. 

Indian carriers were also hit as IndiGo recorded the 
highest number of cancellations among non-West 
Asian carriers. At New Delhi airport, 410 flights 
operated by Indian carriers were cancelled on 
February 28, about 350 flights on March 1, and at 
least 300 flights were expected to be impacted on 
March 2, according to reports. 

The Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) 
earlier informed it was coordinating with airlines 
and related agencies and had activated a Passenger 
Assistance Control Room to assist stranded 
travellers.Air India extended the suspension of all 
flights to and from the UAE, Saudi Arabia, Israel and 
Qatar until 11.59 pm on March 2. With Iranian and 
Iraqi airspace closed, Air India said it was using 
routes via Oman, southern Saudi Arabia and Egypt, 
adding about 30-40 minutes of journey to Europe-
bound flights, raising operating costs.

Sunil Bharti Mittal conferred Lifetime Achievement Award by GSMA

Rupee slips past 91 as Iran 
conflict drives oil higher, 
equities lower

The S&P BSE Sensex fell 

sharply in early trade, and 

the NSE Nifty50 also slipped 

more than 1%, as investors 

reacted to the fast-changing 

situation between the US, 

Israel and Iran.

Vijayakumar,  Chief  Investment  shortages and higher oil prices. mark a sharp escalation in Middle East 
Strategist at Geojit Investments Limited, tensions, shifting the situation from Rising crude prices hit market sentiment as 
said uncertainty will remain high in the limited hostilities to active military India imports most of its oil needs. Higher 
near term.“The uncertainty related to the exchange after Iran retaliated with missile oil prices increase the country’s import 
war in West Asia will loom large over the and drone attacks on US bases,” JM bill and can put pressure on the rupee and 
market in the near-term. The major risk Financial said.It added that the reported inflation.
from the market perspective is the energy elimination of Iran’s Supreme Leader and RUPEE WEAKENS, BOND YIELDS 
risk arising from the surge in crude," he senior security officials increases the risk RISE
added. of further escalation and raises the 

likelihood of disruption to the Strait of GLOBAL TENSIONS TRIGGER RISK-
Hormuz.“While media reports indicate OFF MOOD
disruption to shipping activity in the Markets turned weak after coordinated 
Strait, confirmation of a complete and US–Israel strikes on Iran over the 
sustained closure remains unclear, weekend. Reports said Iran retaliated 
making the probability and duration of with missile and drone attacks on US 
supply interruption the key variable for bases in the Middle East. The situation New Delhi.(Agency)
markets,” the brokerage noted.has now moved from limited hostilities to Dalal Street opened in the red on Monday, 

OIL EMERGES AS KEY RISK FOR active military exchange.Brent crude starting the week on a bearish note as 
INDIAsurged more than 7% on Monday to the rising conflict between Iran and the US 

highest level in months. Brent futures JM Financial said crude oil is now the key shook global markets. The S&P BSE 
climbed to about $82.40 a barrel in early macro factor for Indian equities.The rupee depreciated against the US dollar Sensex fell sharply in early trade, and the 
trade. Earlier, Brent had already risen to a in early trade. At the same time, “Every USD 1 increase in crude raises NSE Nifty50 also slipped more than 1%, 
7-month high of around $72.8 per government bond yields moved higher. I n d i a ’s  a n n u a l  i m p o r t  b i l l  b y  as investors reacted to the fast-changing 
barrel.Tehran also said it has closed Rising oil prices increase inflation risk, approximately USD 2bn. Prolonged situation between the US, Israel and Iran.
navigation through the Strait of Hormuz, and higher inflation can push bond yields tensions may increase logistics and The S&P BSE Sensex tanked 884.35 points 
reported news agency Reuters. The Strait up. Higher yields often reduce the appeal marine insurance costs, disrupt Gulf to 80,402.84, while the NSE Nifty50 
of Hormuz handles nearly 20% of global of equities.JM Financial Institutional shipping routes and pressure the trade dropped 267.45 points to 24,911.20 as of 
oil flows and more than 40% of India’s Securities said the situation marks a sharp balance,” it said.It further added that if 9:29 am. This marks the steepest intraday 
crude imports pass through this route. escalation in Middle East tensions.“The disruption in the Strait of Hormuz fall for the Nifty since February 1 and for 
Any disruption here raises fears of supply coordinated US–Israel strikes on Iran becomes serious.the Sensex since April 7, 2025.Dr VK 

EPF interest rate cut coming? 
CBT meet may decide 8.20% 
rate for Fy26

Copper prices have risen sharply this year due to supply disruptions at key global mines and strong demand from sectors such as electrification, renewable energy and artificial intelligence-led infrastructure.

Israel-Iran war: Airline 
stocks in red as flight 
disruption continues for 3rd 
day

New Delhi.(Agency)
A key decision on the EPF interest rate for 2025–26 is 

expected soon, with speculation that the Employees’ 
Provident Fund Organisation (EPFO) may slightly 
trim the rate from the current 8.25 percent.eports 
suggest the interest rate could be brought down to the 
8.20 percent–8.25 percent range when the EPFO’s 
Central Board of Trustees meets in early March to 
review returns and financial sustainability.The 
possible revision comes amid global market 
volatility, weaker equity performance, and falling 
bond yields — factors that influence EPFO’s 
investment income. Since the organisation invests 
heavily in government securities and equities, 
subdued returns may impact its ability to maintain 
last year’s rate.Currently, EPF deposits earn 8.25 
percent interest — the same rate approved for recent 
years — and any change would mark only a marginal 

adjustment aimed at protecting the long-term 
stability of the fund’s corpus rather than a sharp 
reduction in benefits.While some trade unions are 
pushing to keep the rate unchanged, the final call will 
depend on EPFO’s income-expenditure balance and 
overall investment performance for the year.

For now, the decision remains under review, and the 
official rate for FY26 will be announced after the 
CBT meeting and subsequent approval from the 
Finance Ministry.

 

direction.Apart from geopolitical from earlier record highs.Ponmudi New Delhi,.(Agency)
concerns, inflation worries, steady R, CEO of Enrich Money, explained  Gold and silver prices shot up sharply on 
central bank buying and expectations of the current technical picture, “MCX Monday as rising tensions between Iran 
easier US monetary policy have also Gold futures are trading in the and the US unsettled global markets. 
supported bullion prices.Jateen Trivedi, 1,65,000–1,70,000 range after Investors rushed towards safe-haven 
VP Research Analyst – Commodity and consolidating post the sharp asse t s ,  push ing  bu l l ion  p r i ces  
Currency at LKP Securities, said correction from all-time highs near significantly higher on the Multi 
volatility is likely to remain high.“Gold 1,80,000–1,81,000. While price Commodity Exchange (MCX).At 
and silver prices are set to remain highly c u r r e n t l y  i n  s h o r t - t e r m  11:45am, MCX Gold was trading at Rs 
volatile with gap up on the opening consolidation with a positive tilt, 1,67,601, up by Rs 5,497 or 3.39%, Silver 
session tomorrow as the Middle East holding firm above critical support saw an even sharper move, climbing Rs 
conflict involving renewed US and zones.”He pointed out that strong 9,806 to trade at Rs 2,92,450, up which act as a hedge against uncertainty. 
Israeli military action against Iran buying interest has been seen in the Rs 3.47%.The sudden spike reflects growing Rising crude oil prices, especially due to 
continues to dominate global risk 1,58,000–Rs 1,62,000 zone. “A sustained nervousness across financial markets as fears of disruption through the Strait of 
sentiment. A sharp escalation in hold above this base, followed by a geopolitical risks intensify in the Middle Hormuz, are also adding to risk-off 
hostilities, with coordinated strikes and breakout above 1,65,000, may revive East. sentiment.However, he cautioned, “If 
retaliatory moves fueling uncertainty and momentum toward 1,70,000–1,75,000, WHY ARE GOLD AND SILVER over the weekend there are diplomatic 
diminishing hopes of a quick diplomatic preserving a bullish medium-term RISING? developments or indications of de-
resolution. This elevated geopolitical risk perspective.”On silver, he said, “MCX Whenever there is fear or uncertainty in escalation, precious metals could see 
can drive investors toward traditional Silver futures are trading around global markets, investors tend to move profit-taking after an initial spike of 
safe-haven assets like gold and silver, and 2,75,000–3,00,000 following gap up. The money into assets considered safer. Gold 3–6%.”
widely expecting a gap-up opening for long-term bullish framework remains has traditionally been seen as a store of KEY LEVELS TO WATCH
bullion markets.”He added that as global firmly intact, supported by favourable value during crises. Silver, though more Market experts say gold is currently trading 
equities come under pressure, money global cues amid heightened geopolitical vo l a t i l e ,  o f t en  fo l l ows  go ld ’s  within a defined range after correcting 
naturally shifts into precious metals, tensions.”
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Holi

Add colours
 

 Holi!
Holi is a festival of colours, laughter and joy. But 
these bright colours which bring can be harsh on 
your beautiful skin and hair since they are loaded 

with various harmful dyes and chemicals.

The best way to enjoy this 
colourful festival without any 
effect on the skin is by opting 
organic colours over synthetic 
colors. Though organic colours 
can be a little heavy on your 
pocket, but they will save you 
from unnecessary trips to the 
dermatologist. Today, we help 
you out by providing a list of 
colours which can be made at 
home and will be light on the 
pocket as well. Try these making 
these vibrant colours at home and 
enjoy this colourful festival, 
without worrying about your 
beautiful skin.
Ravishing red
Dry:
-Red Sandal Wood powder can be 
used as red dry colour for your 
colourful red play. Besides, 
sandalwood is also loaded with 
many skin soothing properties.
-Hibiscus flowers can be dried 
and powdered to be used as dry 
colour. Flours can be mixed with 
them to increase their quantity.
Wet:
-Mix 2 spoons of sandal wood 
powder with a litre of water. 
Bring it boil and dilute it before 
splashing it over your friends.
-Peel red pomegranates and 
boil it in water to get that red 
colour.
-Mix 2 spoons of turmeric 
powder and a little lime 
powder or drops of lemon 
juice in water. Dilute it and the 
mixture is ready to use.
Green
Dry:
-Mehendi or heena powder can 

be mixed with flours, to get that 
green colour.
-Grind leaves of  spinach,  
coriander, mint and other leafy 
vegetables together and dry it to 
obtain green colour.
Wet:
-Mix dry heena powder with some 
water, to get green wet colour.
Yellow
Dry:
-Mix 2 spoons of turmeric powder 
with 4 spoons of besan, to get that 
rich yellow colour.
Wet:
-Mix turmeric powder in water to 
get a brilliant yellow colour.
Magenta
-Use some dried beet rood and 
powder it, to get a beautiful 
magenta colour.
-Boil the peels of onion in half litre 
of water to obtain a light magenta 
colour.
Purple
-Mix juice of black grapes or 
jambul with water to remove 
stickiness and to get that rich 
purple colour.
Try these colours at home and 
enjoy this colourful festival 
without any side effects. Happy 
Holi!

How to have a 

skin-friendly 

From dryness to itching, redness 
and rashes to even allergic 
reactions, chemical-based colours 
can wreak havoc on your skin. 
Instead of stressing over the 
damage they may cause, take 
preventive steps to safeguard your 
skin against harsh chemical after-
effects.

Cover your skin: The most effective 
way to prevent your skin from 
absorbing synthetic chemicals is by 
coating it with a thick layer of oil. 
Says Sushma Khan, make-up 
expert, "Apply a generous coat of 
almond oil, let it soak for 10 
minutes, then apply another coat. 
This will not only keep your skin 
supple and retain its natural 
moisture but also act as a 
waterproofing layer against liquid 
colours."
Apart from almond, you can also 
use coconut oil. To prevent nails 
from staining use petroleum jelly or 
a transparent nail enamel.
Wear sunblock for the festivities: 
Since you are going to be spending 
most of your time outdoors, it is 
imperative to use sunblock. Says Dr 
Navin Taneja, "Opt for a waterproof 
sunscreen with SPF 30 or above, so 
that it doesn't get washed away by 
the splash of colours. For acne-
prone skin, use a fluid-based oil-
free sunblock." This not only 
protects your skin against UV rays 

Pre-holi skincare

but also prevents the absorption of 
chemical colours. Smear your lips 
and eyelids with a thick coat of SPF 
enriched lip balm as these areas of 
the skin are most prone to dryness, 
and hence to damage.

Cleanse without soap or face wash: 
After you've concluded the day's 
celebrations, do not wash your face 
with soap immediately. Says Aakriti 
Kochar, beauty and make-up expert, 
"Soap is alkaline and causes further 
dryness. Instead, use a cleansing 
milk or lotion, which soothes the 
skin while cleansing. Massage it on 
the skin and then wipe off with 
moist cotton wool to remove the 
first loose layer of colour from your 
skin."

 After 
you have cleansed 
your face and 
other exposed 
skin with a 
cleanser, go for 
a cold shower, 
using a Ph-
b a l a n c e d  
soap or body 
wash to rinse 
off any colour 
that is left behind. 
Says Dr Taneja, "Avoid using hot 
water as it tends to dry up the skin. 
Also, refrain from excessive 
scrubbing as it will only damage the 

Post-Holi skincare

How to shower after Holi:

skin further."
 Skin tends to 

naturally exfoliate in a few weeks' 
time and shed dead cell layers and 
with it, the synthetic colours. 
However, if you want to fasten the 
production of natural sebum, always 
keep your skin moisturised. Massage 
copious amounts of olive oil into it to 
restore its natural litheness.

Say no to procedures 
like chemical peels, photofacial, 
lasers and microdermabrasion for at 
least two weeks after Holi. Bleaching, 
shaving, waxing and even facials and 
clean-ups should be avoided for at 
least a week.
Cut-and-keep guide to post-Holi 
packs "After you've removed the 
packs, apply a mixture of aloe vera 
and lemon juice on your face. This 
soothes and rejuvenates the skin," 
says 

Oily skin
 2 tbsp natural clay 

powder, 4 tbsp water, 1 tbsp 
glycerine

Moisturise regularly:

What not to do: 

You need:

What to do:

Normal skin

What to do:

You need:

What to do:

 Mix the ingredients in a 
bowl and generously apply on 
cleansed face. Leave on for 20 
minutes or till your skin starts feeling 
stretchy. Wash the clay away with a 
wet cloth in circular motions.

You need: 2 tbsp masoor dal, 1 tbsp 
flour, 2 tbsp rose water, ½ tsp ground 
turmeric

 Mix and apply on your 
skin and let it dry for 20 minutes. 
Scrub off with your fingertips and 
then wash with cold water.
Dry skin

 1 tbsp soya bean flour, 2-3 
tbsp milk, 1 tsp glycerine, a pinch of 
sea salt, 3 drops of aromatic oil 
(optional)

 Make a paste and apply 
on your face. Leave on for not more 
than 10 minutes. Gently scrub off in 
circular motions and then rinse off 
with a moisturising facewash.

The festival of  

colours is 

around the 

corner, and 

while you want 

to celebrate 

the day in all 

its shades, Holi 

is not the best 

day for your 

skin.

Holi

Holi special: Make 
colours at home this

Holi is the occasion to celebrate colours 

of  life in different way. So, look beyond 

the obvious and add colours to your 

life

to your life in a new way
Holi is the festival of 
colours, joy and a sense of 
togetherness. So, even if you 
are not playing with colours 
this Holi, it's time to add 
some colour to your life. 
1. Be grateful to what life 
h a s  o f f e r e d  
y o u .  
Ce lebra te  
l o v e  i n  
your life. 
Even if we 
are living 
in an age 
w h e r e  
communic
a t i o n  i s  
i n s t a n t ,  
t h e r e  i s  
m u c h  
pleasure in 
writing a letter. 
So, send a note in bright 
colourful handmade paper 
and experience the joy of 
simple pleasures in life.
2. As most of us will be 
having a Holi holiday, even 
if you hate playing with 
colours, you can always 
arrange a party in the 
evening. Invite your friends 
over and cook a meal for 
your loved ones. Take this 

occasion to 
d e c o r a t e  

y o u r  
h o u s e  
w i t h  
flowers 
a n d  
perfume

d candles. 
And add 
something 

more to the 
evening by wearing an 

ethnic Indian outfit.
3. Be innovative. Add a dash 
of creativity, play with 
y o u r  i m a g i n a t i o n .  
Change the decor of 
t h e  h o u s e .  U s e  
colours  in your 
decor with your 
i m a g i n a t i o n  

leading the way. And see what a 
difference it brings to your life.
4. Before it gets too hot, this is 
the time to enjoy outdoors. So, 
go for a walk, drive, a jog in 
the park. There is much 
joy in physical 
activity. Play a 
g a m e  o f  
b a d m i n t o n ,  
cricket or soccer 
w i t h  y o u r  
neighbourhood 
kids. This will add 
colours to your 
life.

Chennaiites are gearing up to 
celebrate the festival of colours in 
all its glory
According to many, Holi is the 
least expensive festival to 
celebrate. You don't need to invest 
in new clothes or buy expensive 
gifts; all you need are colours — 
ranging from dry to wet to crystals 
to organic and herbal — some 
balloons and old, old clothes. Up 
north, on March 27, the streets 
will turn blue and green and pink 
and purple with people matching 
the colours on the road. 
But even Chennai is catching up 
with the fun of Holi with some 
pockets like Anna Nagar and 
Sowcarpet where the festival is 
big enough to compete with cities 
in the north. 
"Even here no one dares to wear 

new clothes, not just on the day it 
is played, but at least a week 
before that. For all you know, 
someone is aiming at you as 
you're on your way to work," says 
Gayatri, a resident of Sowcarpet. 
The reason why Sowcarpet in the 
heart of the city witnesses this 
festival at its epitome is because it 
has a large population of 
immigrants from Rajasthan. With 
the economy opening up, the 
festival has reached many other 
areas in this southern metropolis. 
Due to the recent economic boom, 
many people from Bihar,  
Jharkhand, West Bengal, and 
other north Indian states are 
employed in the automobile, IT 
and hospitality industries, which 

has taken the penetration of 
this festival of colours 

even further. "But it 
isn't as big as north 
India," says Indu 
B h a n d a r i ,  a  
resident of Anna 
Nagar. 

Colour me up some Holi
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