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The Sikh Times
New Delhi: (News Varta) The

World Trade Council has
announced the launch of its
Certificate Course in Digital
Marketing. This is a transformative
educational initiative specially
designed to empower underprivi-
leged and economically weaker stu-
dents by providing them with in-
demand digital skills. The initiative
aims to bridge the digital divide and
create meaningful employment and
entrepreneurship opportunities for
youth across the country. In today’s
rapidly evolving digital economy,
digital marketing has emerged as
one of the most influential and
accessible career options. From
small businesses to multinational

corporations, all organizations rely
on digital platforms to expand their
reach, strengthen brand visibility,
and increase revenue.
Recognizing this shift, the World
Trade Council has developed a
comprehensive certificate pro-
gram that will provide students
with practical knowledge,
hands-on training, and industry-
relevant expertise. The course
has been structured with a
strong focus on inclusivity and
accessibility. It is specifically
designed for students from eco-
nomically weaker sections who
often miss out on professional skill
development opportunities due to
financial constraints. The Council
believes that talent and potential
exist in every section of society, and

access to education should not be
restricted by economic limitations.
The Digital Marketing Certificate

Course will include the following
key modules: Introduction to
Digital Marketing; Social Media
Marketing (Facebook, Instagram,
LinkedIn, etc.); Content Marketing

and Blogging; Email Marketing;
Website Basics and Introduction;
Online Advertising Strategies;
Freelancing and Online Income
Opportunities; and Digital
Entrepreneurship and Startup
Guidance. The program will be con-
ducted through classroom sessions,
online workshops, practical assign-
ments, and real-life case studies.
Participants will have the opportuni-
ty to work on live projects, enabling
them to develop practical compe-
tence alongside theoretical under-
standing. On this occasion, Shri
Vijay, spokesperson of the World
Trade Council, said, “The digital
revolution has created limitless
opportunities, yet many deserving
students are left behind due to lack
of resources and affordability.

Through this certificate course, our
objective is to empower underprivi-
leged youth with practical skills that
can immediately enhance their
employability and income potential.
Our vision is to create self-reliant
and digitally skilled citizens who
can contribute to the nation’s eco-
nomic growth.” One of the key
highlights of the program is its
affordability. Students who meet
the eligibility criteria (based on
income certification) will be offered
the course free of cost or at a high-
ly subsidized fee. Additionally, in
collaboration with social organiza-
tions, CSR initiatives, and corporate
partners, scholarship and sponsor-
ship opportunities are also being
developed.
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Noida.(Agency)
 Haryana govt has centralised the handling 

of proceeds earned from the sale of 
municipal land and revenue roads.

Under the new system, revenue from all 
urban local bodies (ULB) will be 
deposited into a single bank account 
controlled by its directorate and will no 
longerremain with individual civic 
bodies. Separate ledgers will be 
maintained for each municipality to 
record the amount contributed by each 
city.Officials said the move is aimed at 
preventing misuse of funds at the local 
level and ensuring that the accumulated 
money is later allocated for major 
infrastructure and revenue generating 
projects within the same city, such as 
commercial complexes, parking facilities 
and modern markets.The decision 
follows amendments to the state land rate 
policy first notified on Nov 25, 2021. 
Clause 5(3)(c) of the policy was revised 
on June 27, 2025, allowing centralised 

handling of income from land sales. The 
department has instructed officials to 
comply with the order and maintain 
detailed records of all property 
transactions.The policy is expected to 
have the greatest financial impact in high 
value urban centres such as Gurgaon, 
where municipal land commands 
premium prices. Until now, if a municipal 
corporation sold land to private buyers or 
developers, the proceeds were retained in 
its own account. This practice has now 
been discontinued."... the amount 
collected from the sale of municipal land 
or surplus revenue road shall be deposited 
into a centralised bank account managed 
at the directorate level. The directorate 
will maintain a detailed ledger tracking 
land sales on a municipality wise basis. 
Once sufficient funds are accumulated, 
the amount will be allocated to the 
respective municipalities for the creation 
of revenue generating assets within those 
jurisdictions," the order stated.CG 
records show that several parcels of 

revenue road land have already been sold 
to private developers. In 2024, eight 
private builders approached the 
corporation to purchase revenue road 
land falling within their housing societies 
in sectors 63A, 65, 106, 111 and 113.In 
the current financial year, the corporation 
has estimated income of Rs 5 crore from 
the sale of municipal land. In the previous 
financial year, it earned Rs 3.4 crore from 
such sales. Although the revenue last year 
was limited, the corporation had in earlier 
years sold land to private builders valued 
a t  severa l  c rores .According  to  
corporation data, in 2018 builders 
encroached on more than 26 acres of govt 
revenue road land. Officials said 
encroachment cases have since increased, 
and more than 25 builders have applied to 
purchase such road land from the 
corporation. Revenue roads were 
originally created as access paths to 
agricultural fields in village areas. They 
came under the jurisdiction of municipal 
corporations after licensed colonies were 

Mercury set to cross 30°C this 
week in Gurgaon, says IMD

Noida police scan mule accounts, investment 
patterns, stop 122 scams midway

Gurgaon.(Agency)
A 19-year-old BSc Biotechnology student 

from Tripura is battling severe injuries at 
Delhi’s Safdarjung Hospital after her 
live-in partner allegedly poured sanitiser 
on her private parts and set them on fire at 
their rented accommodation in Sector 69.

Police have registered an FIR against the 
accused, identified as Shivam, a resident 
of Narela in Delhi, under Sections 115, 
118(1), 118(2), 127(2), 69 and 351(2) of 
the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS).The 
case was registered at Badshahpur police 
station on February 19 at 8.35pm based 
on the survivor’s statement.According to 
the complaint, the woman met Shivam 
through an online app in September 2025. 
The two began interacting and later 
started meeting.She alleged that he 
established physical relations with her on 
the pretext of marriage. Subsequently, 
they  began  l iv ing  toge ther  in  
Gurgaon.Over time, Shivam allegedly 
began doubting her and subjected her to 
repeated physical assault.According to 
the complaint, he brutally thrashed her, 
hitting her on the head with a steel bottle, 
smashing her head against a wall and 
furniture, and striking her with an earthen 
pot.It was further alleged that he poured 
sanitiser on her private parts and 
attempted to set them on fire. The accused 
also attacked her legs with a knife and 
threatened to beat her so badly that she 
would never be able to walk or become a 
mother. He also allegedly recorded nude 
videos of her during the assault.On the 
night of February 18, the woman 
managed to access the accused’s phone 
and informed her mother about the ordeal 
in Bengali, a language he did not 
understand.Her mother immediately 
dialled the emergency helpline 112, 
following which a police tam reached the 
spot and rescued her.She was first taken 
to the Sector 10 government hospital, 
where doctors declared her unfit to give a 
statement. She was later referred to 
Safdarjung Hospital in Delhi. After 
doctors declared her fit, police recorded 
her detailed statement and initiated 
further investigation.

Roads under water; trees & poles 
uprooted: Cities on knees again

Noida/Ghaziabad. The showers that started Friday 
and continued on Sunday has led to heavy 
waterlogging in Noida and Ghaziabad.

A park for children in Noida Sector 51 has turned into 
a shallow pool, while parks and green belts in 
sectors 119, 12, 30, 120, etc., also remained out of 
bounds due to flooding.Low-lying areas, like 
Botanical Garden Metro station in Noida and Jagat 
Farm Market in Greater Noida, are under at least 
two feet of water. Meanwhile, residents reported 
flooded roads and basements in Noida sectors 22, 
30, 36, 51, 62, 71, 104, 105, 72, 117, 122, 99, 
etc.The picture is similar in Ghaziabad, with Abhay 
Khand, Loni, and Muradnagar facing waterlogging.

Late on Sunday, following reports of 12 people stuck 
in Tronica City due to heavy waterlogging, a team 
of Ghaziabad NDRF carried out a rescue operation. 
Considering a warning of heavy rain ahead, NDRF 
teams are on high alert for emergency response in 
Noida and Ghaziabad.Residents blamed the 
authorities for not taking adequate measures to 
check flooding.“The Noida Authority failed to 
prepare for the monsoon in advance. All its claims 
have fallen flat. In Sector 51, people are wading 
through one-and-a-half feet to two feet of water. 
The Sunday showers also left houses and basements 
flooded.

News box

Trading app hacked, man 
loses Rs12 lakh

Noida.(Agency)
 A Delhi-based businessman claimed that cyber 

fraudsters hacked the login credentials of his digital 
gold and silver trading app, Bharat Batuk, and 
siphoned off nearly Rs 12 lakh from his wallet. He 
accused the director of the city-based company of his 
loss.Sachin Kumar Yadav, a resident of Delhi's Gulabi 
Bagh, said he had found out about his loss after 
logging into the company's mobile application and 
finding all his credentials changed and the account 
cleared out.The company, based in Sector 9, provides 
investment services in digital gold and silver from 
2023.

Yadav invested through the company's mobile 
application and opened a virtual account with it to 
record his transactions.On Jan 13 this year, Yadav 
opened the mobile app and found that the details he 
registered on it—name, address, email ID, phone 
number, and bank account details—were all changed. 
He had about Rs 11.9 lakh in the virtual account, 
which moved to two different bank accounts through 
the app. He claimed the company cheated him and 
blamed the director, Pralabh Gupta, for his losses. A 
case was filed under BNS sections 318(4) (cheating) 
and 319(2) (cheating by personation) of and sections 
66 and 66D of the IT Act.

Gurgaon.(Agency)
 The city recorded a maximum 

temperature of 26.5°C and a 
minimum of 12.8°C on Saturday, 
compared with 26.4°C and 
12.6°C, respectively, a day 
earlier.

Weather conditions remained dry 
across Haryana, an India 
Meteorological Department 
(IMD) bulletin said. Although the 
s ta te ' s  average maximum 
temperature saw a slight dip of 
0.4°C, it remained 1.6°C above 
normal.In Haryana, Palwal 
recorded the highest maximum 
temperature at 29.1°C on 
Saturday, followed by Bhiwani at 
2 8 . 1 ° C  a n d  N u h  a t  
27.9°C.According to an IMD forecast, 
with sunshine during the day and no cloud 
cover, temperatures are expected to rise 

by 2-4°C across the state this week. In the 
city, the mercury is likely to cross 30°C by 
Feb 26 as dry conditions continue.The 
weather department said the absence of 

any active western disturbance 
over north India will keep skies 
largely clear. Night temperatures 
are also expected to rise 
gradually, though the increase 
may be less than during the 
day.”The minimum temperature 
is expected to remain around 12-
13°C, while the maximum may 
range between 27°C and 30°C 
over the next seven days," IMD 
said.

Meanwhile, the city's air quality 
index stood at 250 on Saturday, 
up from 241 a day earlier, placing 
it in the poor category. Air 
quality has largely remained in 
the poor to very poor range 
t h rough  Feb rua ry.  B r i e f  

improvements were recorded on Feb 2, 
when the index was 191, and on Feb 19, 
when it fell to 148. On both days, air 

Gurgaon.(Agency)
 As part of an ongoing crackdown on 

cybercrime, Noida police have 
identified 122 people across the 
country who were actively being 
targeted in online investment 
scams, preventing them from 
losing more money. Officials said 
they were now registering 
complaints, freezing linked bank 
accounts and taking action against 
the accused.Officials said that in 
Nov 2025, a cybercrime team led 
by  the  DCP (cyberc r ime)  
coordinated with the Indian Cyber 
Crime Coordination Centre (I4C) 
and the National Payments 
Corporation of India (NPCI) to 
track suspicious financial patterns 
linked to ongoing fraud cases.By 
analysing transactions from 
repo r t ed  accoun t s ,  po l i ce  
identified individuals who, 
influenced by social media-based 
f inancial  groups and fake 

investment portals promising high 
returns, had been transferring 
money to fraudulent "investment 
platforms" over several months. 
The team reached out to these 
potential victims and stopped them 
from investing further.As a result 
of this intelligence-led effort, 
police identified 122 potential 
victims in real time across states, 
including Tamil Nadu, Gujarat, 
T e l a n g a n a ,  O d i s h a  a n d  
Rajasthan.According to officials, 
most victims were lured with false 
promises of lucrative stock market 
and investment schemes. Once 
flagged, the Noida cyber team 
contacted them, halted further 
transfers and froze related bank 
accounts before the funds could be 
withdrawn.In one case, a Noida 
res ident  learned about  an  
investment scheme while scrolling 
through Facebook and invested Rs 
3.5 lakh. Upon learning of this 

incident, the cybercrime team 
immediately contacted the man 
and informed him of the online 
fraud. The team advised him not to 
make any further investments on 
the app in question and informed 
him about legal action options to 
recover the funds.In another case, a 
Tamil Nadu resident who neither 
spoke Hindi nor English was found 
to be deeply entangled in an 
investment fraud network. It was 
discovered that the man had 
already invested Rs 40 lakh in what 
he believed was a financial 
platform. The Noida team 
coordinated with TN police to 
establish dialogue and explained 
the scam in his native language, 
convincing him to stop all future 
transactions.Officials urged the 
public to stay alert, avoid falling 
for such scams, and immediately 
report any suspicious activity to 
1930 or www.cybercrime.gov.in.

Poured sanitiser on her private 
parts, set them on fire': Tripura 
teen in critical condition after 

attack by live-in partner

Over river, under streets: How NCRTC 
engineered 1-hour Delhi to Meerut ride

Noida.(Agency)
IA Class 7 student was allegedly locked inside a washroom 

for nearly an hour at a private school in Greater Noida. 
The girl's father claimed his daughter was reprimanded 
and asked to write an apology after she reported it to her 
class teacher. The girl, he claimed, was left shaken by the 
incident and skipped school for a day.

Ashok, the girl's father, told TOI that his daughter went to 
the washroom during lunch break on Feb 19 when 
someone bolted its door from outside. She was found 
only after the cleaning staff arrived nearly an hour later. 
"When she told her teacher what happened, she was 
scolded and asked to write an apology letter," Ashok 
claimed. "If a student is missing for 1 hour, how come no 
teacher noticed it? The school administrators could have 
alerted us," he said.The family said they would approach 
the district magistrate and basic shiksha adhikari, seeking 
clarity on whether safety protocols were followed by the 
school. "CCTV footage from the premises should be 
reviewed to establish responsibility," he said.

The school, meanwhile, claimed it constituted a committee 
to look into the incident, and the matter was resolved.

The principal told TOI that the student's parents were being 
interviewed as part of the inquiry. "The matter is being 
closely monitored. After the investigation, it was found 
that a few students wanted to skip classes, so they did it. 
However, the matter is resolved now. We spoke to the 
parents, too," she said.

Cracker sparks burn down 3 shops, 6 bikes

Gurgaon.(Agency)
When work on the Namo Bharat 

rapid rail began in June 2019, 
the  ambit ion was c lear :  
compress the daily sprawl of 
Delhi to Meerut into a hour-long 
ride. What followed was a 
s e v e n - y e a r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  
marathon that pushed technical 
limits and cut through some of 
NCR's densest urban terrain 
before finally stitching Delhi, 
Ghaziabad and Meerut into a 
seamless ride."This project 
posed civil, engineering and 
logistical challenges we had 
never handled at this scale," an 
official with the National 
Capital Region Transport 
Corporation said. "Unlike metro 
or Vande Bharat projects, this 
corridor had to be built almost 
entirely from scratch. Covid 
s l o w e d  w o r k ,  b u t  
commissioning the full line on 
Feb 22 is a moment of great 
f e a t . " A m o n g  t h e  m o s t  
demanding feats was the 
Yamuna crossing—Delhi's 
longest rail bridge. Stretching 
1.3 km, the structure rests on 32 
pillars and carries box-girder 

viaducts launched sequentially 
using heavy gantries. About 626 
metres run directly over the 
river, with the rest extending 
across floodplains on either 
side.

"Each pier, especially those 
placed midstream, tested our 
expertise to the limit," the 
NCRTC official said. "Last 2-3 
years' monsoon and high water 
levels added another layer of 
difficulty."

Another hurdle was laying the 
foundation, complicated by a 
clay layer 10 to 15 metres below 
ground that slowed piling, an 
official said. Shifting sand 
required constant monitoring 
and on-the-fly adjustments to 

ensure stability.
Work was also constrained by the 

Yamuna floodplains, where 
water well construction was 
possible for only about seven 
months a year, officials said. To 
manage these limits, engineers 
used Building Information 
Modelling to create a detailed 
3D model of the bridge, helping 
spot problems early, improve 
coordination and streamline 
execution allowing the structure 
to be completed in just 2.5 years. 
Running parallel to the DND 
Flyway, the bridge connects the 
Namo Bharat stations at Sarai 
Kale Khan and New Ashok 
Nagar skimming past the 
Barapullah flyover and Ring 

Road before slipping into Sarai 
Kale Khan—a stretch that 
threads through some of Delhi's 
busiest arteries.

If the Yamuna bridge defines the 
corridor's scale above ground, 
its underground works in 
Meerut underscore its precision 
below it. A 5-km subterranean 
section passes beneath the city's 
tightly packed neighbourhoods, 
housing Meerut  Central ,  
Bhainsali  and Begumpul 
station.Of these, Begumpul 
stands out—246 metres long, 
24.5 metres wide and sunk 
roughly 22 metres below street 
level.

"Meerut is a congested, old city. 
Working that deep while 
ensuring no structural damage 
to buildings above was a 
challenge we had to manage 
with absolute precision," the 
official said.

Located beneath a bustling 
market, Begumpul is expected 
to draw heavy footfall. It is also 
the corridor's most significant 
interchange, offering both 
Namo Bharat and metro 
s e r v i c e s  o n  t h e  s a m e  

infrastructure, also a first in 
India.

Agra.(Agency)
  As part of an ongoing crackdown on food adulteration, 

authorities seized and destroyed 1,320 kg of adulterated 
khoya in Agra and confiscated nearly 12,000 litres of 
adulterated edible oil in Muzaffarnagar over the past two 
days, officials said on Saturday.In Agra, the district 
administration intercepted a pickup van carrying 
adulterated khoya from Rajasthan around 8 am on 
Shamshabad Road. A Food Safety and Drug 
Administration (FSDA) team seized 22 containers of 
khoya, each weighing 60 kg and valued at about Rs 2.37 
lakh. On-the-spot testing by an FSDA mobile laboratory 
found the stock unfit for human consumption, following 
which the entire consignment was destroyed at the 
Bamrauli Katara dumping zone. Two statutory samples 
were sent for laboratory analysis.

Fire guts factory in Greater 
Noida, alarm helps workers 
rush out

Noida.(Agency)
A fire broke out at a cooler pad manufacturing unit near 

Bisnoli village under the Badalpur police station area on 
Saturday , causing losses worth several lakh rupees. 
Fortunately, no casualties were reported in the incident.

According to fire officials, the blaze erupted around 7am 
at Shri Shyam Enterprises, located along GT Road. The 
factory manufactures cardboard cooling pads used in air 
coolers. Smoke was first noticed emerging from stacks 
of cardboard inside the unit. Within minutes, the smoke 
turned into flames and rapidly spread across the 
premises.Factory employees immediately raised an 
alarm, triggering panic and a brief stampede-like 
situation inside the unit. Workers rushed out of the 
building to save themselves and alerted the police and 
fire department. By the time fire tenders reached the 
spot, the blaze had intensified, engulfing large portions 
of the factory.The tin shed structure and stored materials 
were seen burning fiercely as firefighters, assisted by 
residents and police personnel, launched efforts to 
contain the flames. Around six fire engines were 
pressed into service. Fire officials ensured that all 
employees were safely evacuated from the premises.

Due to the intense heat, sections of the tin shed melted, 
leading to significant structural damage. After nearly 
three hours of continuous firefighting operations, the 
blaze was finally brought under control.

Chief fire officer Pradeep Kumar Chaubey confirmed that 
there were no injuries or loss of life in the incident. 
However, the factory suffered substantial financial 
losses, estimated to be in lakhs of rupees.

Class 7 girl locked in 
washroom for an hour in 
Greater Noida, school says 
kids latched door

Haryana orders single 
accounts for all land revenues

Food safety teams seize 
adulterated khoya in Agra, 
edible oil in M’nagar
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New Delhi: Feared
across the narrow lanes of
Seelampur and known to
wield more authority than
many local gangsters,
Zikra Khan, who is widely
known in the area as ‘Lady
Don’, is now at the centre
of a chilling murder case
that has exposed the dark
underbelly of Delhi’s
street vendettas. Once
whispered about in fear
and rarely named aloud,
Zikra now stands formally
chargesheeted, alongside
seven others, for the brutal
stabbing of a 17-year-old
boy, Kunal, a crime, the
police say, that was plotted
with ruthless precision as
an act of revenge. For
months, her name had
instilled silence in street
corners. But on July 26, in
a courtroom far removed
from the world she once
controlled, her alleged
empire of fear began to

unravel as a judicial magis-
trate took cognisance of
the police findings. The
chargesheet, filed under
multiple provisions of the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita
(BNS), paints Zikra not
just as a conspirator, but
also as the architect of a
revenge plot that ended in
a teenager’s death, all for a
grudge rooted in a past
assault on her cousin.
Judicial Magistrate First
Class (JMFC) Anmol
Nohria took cognisance of
the case and said, “From
the perusal of material
available on record, I take
cognisance of the offence.”
Zikra, along with her
cousin Sahil Ansari,
believed to be the key con-
spirators, were produced
before the court from judi-
cial custody. The court has
also issued summons to
the remaining accused
identified as Zahida,

Shahid, alias Shuaib, Anas,
Aneesh, Nafees and Vikas.
The matter is now sched-
uled for further hearing on
August 8. The murder
dates back to April, when
Kunal, a minor, was
allegedly stabbed to death
in the Seelampur locality.
During custodial interro-
gation, Zikra confessed
that her cousin Sahil was
attacked in November last
year by two individuals,
Lala and Shambhu, who
were reportedly close
friends of Kunal. While
Kunal was present during
the attack, he was not
named in the FIR due to
his minor status. Zikra and
Sahil allegedly suspected
Kunal of having orches-

trated the assault and
decided to retaliate.
Following her arrest in
April, Zikra was remanded
to judicial custody by the
Karkardooma Court. Sahil
was also taken into police
custody for two days
before being remanded to
judicial custody.
Investigators believe the
revenge plot was meticu-
lously planned, with each
accused playing a role in
executing the fatal assault.
The chargesheet has been
filed under Sections
103(1), 61(2), 351(3), 3(5),
249(a) and 238(a) of the
BNS, indicating a broad
spectrum of offences tied
to premeditated murder
and criminal conspiracy.

Gurugram banker found dead in
Jhajjar village, CA husband held

Jhajjar: The police have arrested a Chartered
Accountant (CA) on charges of murdering his wife
with a sharp-edged weapon near Pahsaur village, under
the Badli police station area in the district, on the night
of February 14. The deceased, identified as Mahak,
worked at a private bank in Gurugram. In his com-
plaint with the police, Mahak’s brother Akshay said
Mehak had married Anshul Dhawan of Hisar on
September 25, 2025. Her husband was employed in
Gurugram as a chartered accountant and the couple
left for Gurugram on February 14. Later that night, the
accused’s father informed
the family about an
alleged accident. 

New Delhi: World
Mental Health Day,
observed annually on
October 10, concludes with
World Mental Health Week
(October 4-10).
Established in 1992 by the
World Federation for
Mental Health and
endorsed by the World
Health Organisation
(WHO), this day emphasis-
es the importance of men-
tal health as integral to
overall well-being.
Professor Dr Nand Kumar,
Head of the Department of
Psychiatry at the AIIMS,
Delhi, says: “Mental health
is like physical health. It
depends on our thoughts,
feelings and emotions.
Good mental health means
being able to cope with the
normal stresses of life and
maintain functioning in
work and daily life.”
Common mental health
disorders (CMDs) include
anxiety, depression, obses-
sive-compulsive disorder
(OCD), somatic symptom
disorders and insomnia. Dr
Kumar explains, “Anxiety

is normal in certain situa-
tions, but it becomes a dis-
order when worry is exces-
sive, persistent over
months, and interferes
with daily activities such as
work, study or family life.”
Depression is identified
when “low mood persists
for at least two weeks,
accompanied by loss of
interest in activities, social
withdrawal, decreased
energy and feelings of
h o p e l e s s n e s s .
Occasionally, thoughts of
self-harm may appear.”
India faces a significant
mental health challenge.
The National Mental
Health Survey (NMHS) of
2015-16 reported that 10.6
per cent of adults suffer
from mental disorders,
equating to approximately
150 million individuals in
need of active medical
intervention. The Global
Burden of Disease Study
2017 estimated that 197.3
million people in India had

mental disorders, includ-
ing 45.7 million with
depressive disorders.
Despite the high preva-
lence, treatment remains
limited. The NMHS indi-
cates that the treatment
gap for mental disorders
ranges “low mood persists
for at least two weeks,
accompanied by loss of
interest in activities, social
withdrawal, decreased
energy and feelings of
h o p e l e s s n e s s .
Occasionally, thoughts of
self-harmbetween 70 per
cent and 92 per cent, with
common mental disorders
like depression and anxiety
having gaps of 85.2 per
cent and 84.0 per cent,
respectively. Urban areas,
while having more accessi-
ble treatment facilities,
often lack awareness. Dr
Kumar notes, “Many indi-
viduals do not recognise

depression or anxiety as
medical conditions.”
Mental health issues affect
all age groups. Youth face
pressures hopelessness.
Occasionally, thoughts of
self-harm may appear.”
India faces a significant
mental health challenge.
The National Mental
Health Survey (NMHS) of
2015-16 reported that 10.6
perfrom academics and
social media, middle-aged
adults experience work-
related stress and older
adults may experience
social isolation due to sepa-
ration from family. Dr
Kumar notes, “One out of
five people may develop a
mental health disorder at
some point in life,” consis-
tent with global estimates.
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NAME CHANGE
I, Kulsum w/o Rozuddin R/o B-17,
Gali No.3A, Near Mohalla Dilshad
Masjid, Old Mustafabad, Delhi-
110094, have changed my name
to Kulsoom for all future purposes. 

NAME CHANGE
I Kapil Kumar Yadav S/o Dinesh
Yadav R/o House No-523 P,
Sector-14,Gurgaon,Haryana-
122001, Have Changed My Name
To Kapil Yadav For All Purpose

NAME CHANGE
I Tajinder Kaur W/o Jaspreet Singh
Baweja R/o 52/43 Ramjas Road
Karol Bagh Delhi -110005 Have
Changed My Name To Tajinder
Kaur Baweja For All Purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I Manoj Ram S/o Ram Bilash Ram
R/o Flat No-6, Tower-8,Hamelia
Street,IRIS,Vatika City, Sector-49,
Gurgaon, Haryana-122018, Have
Changed My Name To Manoj
Kumar For All Purpose

NAME CHANGE
I Sarve Preet Kaur Kochhar W/o
Manpreet Singh Kochhar R/o
10C/80 SFS Flats Green View
Appartment Mayapuri Road Hari
Nagar West Delhi-110064 Have
Change My Given Name
Sarvepreet kaur and Surname
Kochhar for all purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I Swaran Kaur Sawhney W/o Prith
Pal Singh R/o 10C/80 SFS Flats
Green View Appartment Mayapuri
Road Hari Nagar West Delhi-
110064 Have Changed My Name
to Swaran Kaur for all purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I Taran Preet Singh Kochhar S/o
Manpreet Singh Kochhar R/o
10C/80 SFS Flats Green View
Appartment Mayapuri Road Hari
Nagar West Delhi-110064 Have
Change My Given Name
Taranpreet Singh and Surname
Kochhar for all purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, Anupama D/o Pradeep Kumar
R/o D-754/A, Gali No.1, Ashok
Nagar, Shahdara, Delhi-110093
have changed my name to
Anupama Chaudhary.

NAME CHANGE
I, Pradeep Kumar S/o Prem
Chand R/o D-754/A, Gali No.1,
Ashok Nagar, Shahdara, Delhi-
110093 have changed the name
of my minor son from Arjun to
Arjun Vaidwan.

NAME CHANGE
I, VINOD KUMAR S/O UDAY
SINGH residing at FLAT NO-G-
3/8, NEAR DDA WATER TANK,
SECTOR-4, ROHINI, DELHI-
110085 have changed my name
to VINOD KUMAR KUSHWAHA
for all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, Anil Balakrishna Panicker
s/o Angakattil Narayan
Balakrishna Panicker R/o A-
6/334-A, Janta Flats, Paschim
Vihar, Delhi-110063, have
changed my name to Anil Bala
Panicker permanently. 

NAME CHANGE
I, SH AUTAR SINGH Father of JC-
413677X Rank-SUB MAJ Name-
BHAGAT SINGH presently residing
at VILL-BILTIYA SUKOLI TALLI,
PO-DHAUNTIYAL, DIST-PAURI
GARHWAL, UTTARAKHAND-
246155 have changed my name
from SH AUTAR SINGH to AVTAR
SINGH for all future purposes vide
affidavit dated 12/03/2024 before
Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, SANTOSH KUMAR  S/O VISHVA
NATH PRASAD  residing at  PLOT
NO-58&59, FLAT NO-B-2, STREET
NO-5, HAVENS GARDEN MATIALA,
DELHI-110059 have changed my
name to  SANTOSH KUMAR GUPTA
for all future purposes

NAME CHANGE
I, SIDDHARATH RANA S/O BHAG-
WAN RANA residing at H NO-1074,
SIRASPUR, DELHI-110042  have
changed my name to SIDDHARTH
RANA for all future purpose.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I,
BALJEET SINGH S/o GURCHARAN
SINGH R/o 12/32, Geeta Colony, East
Delhi-110031 declare that name of
mine, my wife and my minor daughter
has been wrongly written as BAL-
JEET SINGH CHUGH, GURPREET
KAUR CHUGH, JASLEEN KAUR
CHUGH in my minor daughter
JASLEEN KAUR aged 16 years in her
10th class Educational Documents.
The actual name of mine, my wife and
my minor daughter are BALJEET
SINGH, GURPREET KAUR and
JASLEEN KAUR respectively, which
may be amended accordingly.

PUBLIC NOTICE
I Jyoti pal W/O Sunil Kumar R/O WZ-
125, Village Begumpur,  North  West
Delhi , -110086.declare that name of
mine  has been wrongly written as Jyoti
in my minor Daughter Yashika aged 14
years in her  school cords  and birth
certificate no MCDOLR09368299 .The
actual my name is  Jyoti Pal.

NAME CHANGE
I, PUNNAM DEVI Wife of No-
14913053K Rank-HAV Name-
NARENDER SINGH R/O C-7, LAXMI
GARDEN, NAJAFGARH, NEW
DELHI-110043 have changed my
name from PUNNAM DEVI to POON-
AM DEVI for all future purposes vide
Affidavit Dated 30/09/2023 before
Executive Magistrate, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, NEETAS DEVI Wife of No-3204848W
Rank-HAV Name-DHARMENDRA
SINGH R/O VILL-BISHUNDAS, PO-
MURSAN, DISTT-HATHRAS, U.P-
204213 have changed my name from
NEETAS DEVI to NITESH DEVI for all
future purposes vide Affidavit Dated
30/09/2023 before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, ANITA BANSAL W/O PAWAN
BANSAL residing at B-504, MAYUR-
DHWAJ APARTMENT, I.P EXTN.
EAST DELHI-110092 have Change
my name to ANITA RANI BANSAL for
all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, ABDUL TAWWAB S/O Shri Abdul
Rehman Resident of House No. C-16,
Abhimanyu Gali, Near Babu Ram
Chowk, Arjun Mohalla, Moujpur, Delhi-
110053 have changed my name
ABDUL TAUWAB to ABDUL TAWWAB
for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, NO-17007475L Rank-NK Name-
JITENDRA GANGWAR S/O LATE
NIRANJAN LAL GANGWAR R/O
WARD NO-11, MOHALLA
GYASPUR, NEAR BANGALI BABA
MANDIR, BILASPUR, PILIBHIT,
UTTAR PRADESH-262201 have
changed my minor son’s name from
DAKSH GANGWAR to YASH
GANGWAR for all future purposes
vide Affidavit Dated 05/09/2023
before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, NO-17007475L Rank-NK Name-
JITENDRA GANGWAR S/O LATE
NIRANJAN LAL GANGWAR R/O
WARD NO-11, MOHALLA
GYASPUR, NEAR BANGALI BABA
MANDIR, BILASPUR, PILIBHIT,
UTTAR PRADESH-262201 have
changed my minor son’s name from
DAKSH GANGWAR to YASH
GANGWAR for all future purposes
vide Affidavit Dated 05/09/2023
before Notary Public, Delhi.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I,
Rahul Vishwakarma S/o H.P.
Vishvakarma R/o J-4, Ground Floor
Gandhi Market, Mir Dard Road,
Minto Road, Indraprastha, Central
Delhi, Delhi-110002 declare that
name of mine has been wrongly writ-
ten as Rahul Kumar Vishvakarma in
my minor daughter namely Anika
Vishvakarma aged 5 years in his
School Records. The actual name of
mine is Rahul Vishwakarma.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that 1
INDU CHAUHAN W/O NARENDER
SINGH CHAUHAN R/O N-129/1, T-
HUTS, KHILONA BAGH DIST
NORTH WEST DELHI-110009
declare that name of mine has been
wrongly written as INDU KANWAR
in my minor son namely HARSH
VARDHAN SINGH CHAUHAN
aged 13 years in his school record
and birth certificate No. MCDOLIR -
2211-005020356. The actual name
of mine is INDU CHAUHAN which
may be amended accordingly

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that
CHANDER VEER S/O RAM JI LAL
R/O Q-157 Vikas Vihar Uttam Nagar
West Delhi Delhi-110059 declare that
name of mine has been wrongly writ-
ten as CHANDER PAL in my minor
daughter namely KIRTI aged 15 years
in her birth certificate No.MCDOLIR-
0110-004425168. The actual name of
mine is CHANDER VEER which may
be amended accordingly

NAME CHANGE
I Jugal Kishor S/o Lila Dhar R/o
H.No-196 S/F, Kh.No-619/21,
Chattar Pur, South Delhi, Delhi-
110074 have changed the name of
my minor daughter namely Krishna
Devi aged 16 years and she shall
hereafter be known as Priya.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as Farman S/o
Akeel Ahmed R/o B 272/27, Gali No
4, Subhash Mohalla North Ghonda,
Garhi Mendu, Bhajan Pura, North
East, Delhi-110053 have changed
my name and shall hereafter be
known as Farman Ahmed.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as Atif S/o Manzoor
Khan R/o 1/99-C, 4F/F, Gali No-5,
Guru Harkrishan School Wali Gali,
Kabir Nagar, Gokal Pur, North East
Delhi, Delhi-110094 have changed
my name and shall hereafter be
known as Atif Khan.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as Aakash S/o
Makan Singh Rawat R/o 2087/5,
Gali No.20, Prem Nagar Patel
Nagar, Patel Nagar S.O, Central
Delhi, Delhi-110008 have changed
my name and shall hereafter be
known as Akash Rawat.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as Sanam Kumari W/o
Samarjeet Gupta R/o E-400-D, Block-
E, Ashok Nagar, Vasundhra Enclave,
East Delhi, Delhi, Delhi-110096 have
changed my name and shall hereafter
be known as Sonam Sav.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as Laxman Yadav
alias Bhavikshan Yadav S/O Bechan
Yadav R/O Gram Debra, Post Bela,
Thana Babubarhi, Ward No-02,
Bela, PO Bela, Dist Madhubani,
Bihar-847224 have changed my
name and shall hereafter be known
as Bhavikshna Yadav.

NAME CHANGE
I Swaran Kaur Sawhney W/o Prith
Pal Singh R/o 10C/80 SFS Flats
Green View Appartment Mayapuri
Road Hari Nagar West Delhi-
110064 Have Changed My Name
to Swaran Kaur for all purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, VINOD KUMAR S/O UDAY
SINGH residing at FLAT NO-G-
3/8, NEAR DDA WATER TANK,
SECTOR-4, ROHINI, DELHI-
110085 have changed my name
to VINOD KUMAR KUSHWAHA
for all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, NO-17007475L Rank-NK Name-
JITENDRA GANGWAR S/O LATE
NIRANJAN LAL GANGWAR R/O
WARD NO-11, MOHALLA
GYASPUR, NEAR BANGALI BABA
MANDIR, BILASPUR, PILIBHIT,
UTTAR PRADESH-262201 have
changed my minor son’s name from
DAKSH GANGWAR to YASH
GANGWAR for all future purposes
vide Affidavit Dated 05/09/2023
before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, SANJAY KUMAR CHOUDHARY
S/o LATE SH. LAXMAN CHAUD-
HARY Permanent R/o Parsauni
Khirodhar, Sitamarhi, Bihar-843325
and Presently Residing at Plot No.
B-20, Second Floor, Dass Garden,
Baprola Vihar, Najafgarh, New
Delhi-110043. declare that name of
mine has been wrongly written as
SANJAY CHOUDHARY in my minor
daughter namely SHIWANGI
CHOUDHARY aged 17 years in her
10th class Marksheet. The actual
name of mine is SANJAY KUMAR
CHOUDHARY, which may be
amended accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
I, MOGHAL FATHIMA BAIG Wife
of JC-335017L Rank-NB/SUB
Name-MOGHAL MOHAMMAD
BAIG Presently residing at 9-5-5,
ANDHRA RATNA NAGAR, PER-
ALA HIGH SCHOOL, PERALA,
CHIRALA PRAKASAM DISTRICT,
ANDHRA PRADESH-523157,
have changed my name from
MOGHAL FATHIMA BAIG to
FATHIMA SHAIK for all future pur-
poses vide Affidavit dated
16/07/2025 before First Class
Magistrate, Shillong, Meghalaya.

NAME CHANGE
I, Sansare Amrut Narayan father of
No.4580889H Rank-Hav Name
Sansare Ravindra Amrut residing at
Vill. Deolali Pravara, Tehsil - Rahuri,
District.Ahilyanagar, Maharashtra -
413716 have changed my name
from Sansare Amrut Narayan to
Amrut Narayan Sansare vide affi-
davit dated 15.07.2025 executed
before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I Tajinder Kaur W/o Jaspreet Singh
Baweja R/o 52/43 Ramjas Road
Karol Bagh Delhi -110005 Have
Changed My Name To Tajinder
Kaur Baweja For All Purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I Taran Preet Singh Kochhar S/o
Manpreet Singh Kochhar R/o
10C/80 SFS Flats Green View
Appartment Mayapuri Road Hari
Nagar West Delhi-110064 Have
Change My Given Name
Taranpreet Singh and Surname
Kochhar for all purpose.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I,
BALJEET SINGH S/o GURCHARAN
SINGH R/o 12/32, Geeta Colony, East
Delhi-110031 declare that name of
mine, my wife and my minor daughter
has been wrongly written as BAL-
JEET SINGH CHUGH, GURPREET
KAUR CHUGH, JASLEEN KAUR
CHUGH in my minor daughter
JASLEEN KAUR aged 16 years in her
10th class Educational Documents.
The actual name of mine, my wife and
my minor daughter are BALJEET
SINGH, GURPREET KAUR and
JASLEEN KAUR respectively, which
may be amended accordingly.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I,
NIDHI AGGARWAL YADAV D/o
VIRENDER KUMAR AGGARW-
AL, and  Ex. Wife of AMIT YADAV,
R/o H.No E-12, Hauz Khas, South
West Delhi-110016, declare that I
got divorce from my Ex. Husband
AMIT YADAV vide Court Decree
HMA No. 603/2019 dated 30 - 04-
2019, further I have changed my
name and shall hereafter be
known as NIDHI AGGARWAL. I
also have changed the name of
my minor Son namely AAYAN
YADAV, aged 16 years and my
minor daughter namely ARSHIYA
YADAV, aged 13 years and they
shall hereafter be known as
AAYAN AGGARWAL and
ARSHIYA AGGARWAL respec-
tively, which may be amended
accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
I, S VANITHA W/o No. 14838283N
Rank-HAV/MT Name-RAMESH P
R/o VILL-SEDRAMPUTTU, PO-
SEDRAMPUTTU, TEH-POLUR,
DIST-THRUVANNAMALAI, TAMIL
NADU-632315, have changed my
name from S VANITHA to VANITHA
R for all future purposes vide
Affidavit dated 15/07/2025 before
Notary Public, Kupwara.

NAME CHANGE
I, DEEPAK KUMAR VERMA S/O
PARTAP SINGH resident of H.No.16,
Tara Nagar Main Kakrola Road,
Kakrola, South West Delhi, Delhi-
110078 have changed the name of
my minor daughter SHREYA ALIAS
SHREYA VERMA aged 13 years,
and she shall hereafter be known as
SHREYA VERMA.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as SAMEERA
SINGH D/O SUDHIR KUMAR
SINGH residing at Flat No.E-1058,
River Heights, Raj Nagar,
Extension, Tower-15, Ghaziabad,
U.P.-201001, have changed my
name and shall hereafter be known
as SAMEERA SINGH AMETHIA.

NAME CHANGE
I, Sushma D/O Shambu Prasad
Dharmana W/O Vinod Kumar R/O B-6
Police Colony Mandir Marg New Delhi
110001 Have changed my name to
Sushma Badola for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, hitherto known as ASHISH KUMAR
RATHOR  S/O PURAN LAL R/O Q-48,
RAJEEV NAGAR BEGUM PUR,
NORTH WEST DELHI, DELHI-110086,
have changed my name and shall here-
after be known as RAZAAHMED.

Married man killed by live-in partner
for talking to his ailing wife

New Delhi: A 40-year-old scrap dealer was stabbed
to death by his live-in partner in the DLF Phase 3 area
here early on Saturday after an argument over him talk-
ing to his wife, police said. Harish Sharma, a resident of
Baliawas village in Gurugram, had been in a live-in rela-
tionship with the 27-year-old accused, Yashmeet Kaur,
for more than a year. They lived in a rented flat. Sharma
was married and had two daughters who lived with his
wife in the village. His wife was not keeping well for
some time, and Sharma would often talk to her, which
infuriated Kaur, police said. On Friday night, Kaur saw
Sharma talking to his wife, and the couple had a heated
argument. In a fit of rage, Kaur stabbed Sharma in the
chest with a kitchen knife. He was taken to a hospital but
was declared dead on arrival. A friend of the deceased,
Vijay alias Sethi, who was reportedly present in another
room, is also under the scanner. The victim's nephew
has alleged in his complaint that both Kaur and Vijay
planned the murder. Kaur, a resident of Delhi's Ashok
Nagar, has been arrested and has confessed to the
crime, police said, adding that the murder weapon and a
blood-stained T-shirt were seized from the flat.

Delhi Police SI held for
taking Rs 40,000 bribe

New Delhi: The Central Bureau of Investigation
(CBI) on Wednesday apprehended a Sub-Inspector (SI)
of the Delhi Police for allegedly accepting a bribe of Rs
40,000 from a complainant, the agency said. The Sub-
Inspector, Vijay Singh, who was posted at the North
Rohini police station, has been suspended with immedi-
ate effect. “The CBI apprehended SI Vijay Singh, who
was posted at the North Rohini police station, while
accepting a bribe of Rs 40,000 in a case being investigat-
ed by him. SI Vijay and his supervisory officer, SHO of
the North Rohini police station, have been placed under
suspension with immediate effect and departmental pro-
ceedings have been initiated against them,” the Delhi
Police said in a statement on X. The CBI registered a case
against the SI on Tuesday based on a complaint alleging
that the officer had demanded a bribe of Rs 50,000 for not
arresting the complainant’s cousin and also helping him
to secure anticipatory bail. After negotiation, the SI
agreed to accept the bribe of Rs 40,000. A trap was laid
and the SI was caught red-handed while accepting the
money, an official said. The official said further investiga-
tion was on in the case. The CBI has urged people to
report any instances of corruption or bribery by govern-
ment officials.  Complaints can be submitted at the CBI
office on the first floor, CBI Building, CGO Complex,
Lodhi Road, New Delhi. People can also call 011-
24367887 or 9650394847 to report such cases or share rel-
evant information.

Over 8 Lakh people screened for tuberculosis
New Delhi: Delhi Health Minister Pankaj Kumar Singh

on Thursday reviewed the TB Mukt Bharat Abhiyan. He
was apprised by officials that 8.78 lakh individuals have
been screened and 3.8 lakh chest X-rays conducted since
the campaign began. “We will continue to strengthen our
screening and support systems, and community participa-
tion to ensure that every TB patient receives timely care,
nutrition and encouragement,” the health minister said.
Officials from the ministry said Delhi achieved 99% of its
National TB Elimination Programme Delhi operates 190
diagnostic centres and 365 treatment centres. The govern-
ment has set a target to screen 50 lakh people.

Mental health issues transcend all
age groups: AIIMS expert

The Sikh Times
New Delhi: A state-of-the-

art national research and
development centre for next-
generation display devices
and optical technologies
based on semiconductors is
being established by Council
for Scientific and Industrial
Research at Central Scientific
Instruments Organisation
(CSIO) in Chandigarh. This
centre, named Opto
Microelectronic Research
Centre, will address the
needs of strategic sectors like
defence and space, as well as
healthcare, telecommunica-
tions, and automotive sectors.
The facility, the first of its kind
in the country, will initially
focus on the design, assem-
bly, testing, and packaging of
mini-displays and later move
on to other equipment like
new types of head-up displays
for aircraft. This will fill the

gap in the indigenisation of
futuristic high-technology
gadgets. “Our aim is to
address the existing and

future challenges obstructing
indigenisation in strategic
and commercial display
devices and optical technolo-
gies and to take a step for-
ward in providing a well-
versed research and develop-

ment ecosystem for the rising
semiconductor industries in
India,” a scientist at CSIO
said. Semiconductors have

become a critical part of the
industry because they are the
foundational building blocks
of modern electronics, acting
as the “hidden brains” that
make devices work. They are
crucial for a vast array of

technologies across different
disciplines. Acting as a brain,
semiconductor chips help
machines take decisions

while processing heavy
data, giving them itera-
tive direction. Their
ability to control electri-
cal conductivity makes
them ideal for use in
virtually all electronic
devices, ranging from
smartphones and com-
puters to cars and
s p a c e c r a f t .
Semiconductors are
materials whose electri-
cal conductivity lies
between that of conduc-
tors and insulators.
They can behave as

either, depending on the con-
ditions and requirements,
making them ideal for elec-
tronic devices. This unique
property allows them to be
used in the creation of tiny
electronic chips that control

modern devices.
Semiconductors are also
essential for the development
of advanced technologies
such as artificial intelligence,
edge computing, and 5G com-
munication. A great deal of
resources is being devoted to
semiconductor technology,
and its advancement is
fuelling innovation in various
fields, leading to smaller,
faster, and more powerful
electronic devices. With
greater digitalisation and
automation in day-to-day
activities, semiconductors
have become integral to eco-
nomic security and strategic
independence. The acute
shortage of chips during the
Covid pandemic and its after-
math, as well as the Ukraine-
Russia war that affected the
manufacture of cars, mobile
phones, and other electron-
ics, is a pointer towards   this
end.

India’s semiconductor sector poised for
lift-off: Smartphones to space tech

‘Lady Don’, 7 others chargesheeted
in Seelampur teen’s murder case

Contd....Front page
The duration of the

course will range
between three to six
months, depending on
the selected format.
Upon successful com-
pletion, students will
receive an official cer-
tificate from the World
Trade Council recogniz-
ing their digital market-
ing proficiency. This
certification will
enhance employment
prospects in roles such
as Digital Marketing
Executive, Social Media
Manager, SEO Analyst,
Content Creator, and
Freelance Consultant.
Beyond employment,
the Council also aims to
promote entrepreneur-
ship. Students will
receive training on
starting their own
online businesses, man-
aging digital campaigns
for local enterprises,

and offering freelance
services on national and
international platforms.
This initiative seeks to
nurture not only job
seekers but also job cre-
ators. The initiative
aligns with national pro-
grams such as Digital
India and Skill India,
which emphasize tech-
nology-driven develop-
ment and skill empow-
erment. By providing
structured training in
digital marketing, the
World Trade Council is
contributing to inclusive
economic growth.
Applications for the first
batch of the Digital
Marketing Certificate
Course will open soon.
Interested students
from economically
weaker sections may
apply by submitting
their educational details
and income proof.
Selection will be based

on eligibility and com-
mitment to successfully
complete the course.
The World Trade
Council invites non-gov-
ernmental organiza-
tions, educational insti-
tutions, corporate hous-
es, and philanthropic
individuals to collabo-
rate in this initiative.
Through partnerships,
the program will be
expanded to various
cities and rural areas to
benefit a larger number
of deserving students.
Committed to promot-
ing global trade aware-
ness, skill development,
and economic empow-
erment, the World
Trade Council is taking
another significant step
toward building a digi-
tally empowered and
self-reliant generation
with the launch of this
Digital Marketing
Certificate Course.

Digital Marketing Program  Free of
cost to Economically Weaker

Students: World Trade Council
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operation."We are fortunate in this He enjoyed a wide array of adventure TRUCKEE, Calif. (Agency) 
mountain community that we are very ac t iv i t i es ,  f rom backcount ry  Crews recovered the bodies of nine 
tight-knit, and our community shows exploration to rock climbing.Henry backcountry skiers who were killed by 
up in times of tragedy," Moon said. moved toColorado in 2016 and then to an avalanche in California's Sierra 

Truckee three years later. He was Nevada, authorities said Saturday, 
described as "laid back" and concluding a harrowing operation that 
d e v o t e d  t o  s h a r i n g  h i s  was hindered by intense snowfall.
knowledge and love of the A search team reached the bodies of 
mountains with others.There eight victims and found one other who 
was no bio for Choo on the had been missing and presumed dead 
website."This was an enormous since Tuesday's avalanche on Castle 
tragedy, and the saddest event Peak near Lake Tahoe. The ninth 
our team has ever experienced," person who was missing was found 
Blackbird Mountain founder "relatively close" to the other victims, 
Zeb Blais said Wednesday in a according to Nevada County Sheriff's 
statement."We are doing what Lt. Dennis Hack, but was impossible 
we can to support the families to see due to whiteout conditions at 

who lost so much," he said, "and the Victims namedThe sheriff named for the that time.At a news conference, 
members of our team who lost first time the three guides from Sheriff Shannon Moon praised the 
treasured friends and colleagues."The Blackbird Mountain Company who collective efforts of the numerous 
six other fatal victims were women died: Andrew Alissandratos, 34, agencies that helped recover the 
who were part of a close-knit group of Nicole Choo, 42, and Michael Henry, bodies — from the California 
friends who were experienced 30.According to biographies on the Highway Patrol to the National Guard 
backcountry skiers and knew how to company's website, Alissandratos was to the Pacific Gas & Electric utility 
navigate the Sierra Nevada wilderness, originally from Tampa, Florida, and company — and 42 volunteers who 
their families said this week.moved to Tahoe roughly a decade ago. helped on the last day of the 

NEWS BOX

Pakistan launches deadly strikes in 
Afghanistan; children among dozens killed

Crews recover bodies of nine backcountry 
skiers days after California avalanche

US Strikes On Iran Could 
Target Leaders, Seek Regime 
Change: Report

Ruling against Trump's 
tariffs creates new 

uncertainty in US trade 
relations with China

Washington. (Agency) 
The Supreme Court decision striking down President 

Donald Trump's sweeping tariffs has added a wrinkle 
to already complicated US-China relations, with both 
countries navigating shifting ground to avoid an all-
out trade war that would disrupt the global economy 
while still jostling for a position of strength in 
negotiations.Friday's court ruling would seem to 
strengthen China's hand, but analysts predict that 
Beijing will be cautious in exploiting the advantage, 
knowing that Trump has other ways of levying taxes. 
Both sides also want to maintain a fragile trade truce 
and stabilize ties ahead of Trump's highly anticipated 
trip to Beijing."It will give China a moral boost in their 
negotiations with Trump's team ahead of the summit, 
but they are prepared for the scenario that nothing 
actually changes in reality," said Sun Yun, director of 
the China program at the Stimson Center, a 
Washington-based think tank.

Furious about the defeat, Trump said first he was 
imposing a temporary 10% global tariff before raising 
it to 15% as well as pursuing alternative paths for 
import duties. He made the case for tariffs by pointing 
to China, which poses the biggest challenge to US 
economic, technological and military dominance.

"China had hundreds of billions of dollars in surpluses 
with the United States. They rebuilt China. They 
rebuilt the army. We built China's army by allowing 
that to happen," Trump told reporters Friday. "I have a 
great relationship with President Xi, but he respects 
our country now."The White House has confirmed 
that Trump will travel to China on March 31 through 
April 2 to meet President Xi Jinping.

China is looking beyond tariffs
Xi is unlikely to "flaunt or brandish" the Supreme Court 

ruling forcefully when meeting Trump, likely 
choosing instead to try to strengthen his rapport with 
the US president, said Ali Wyne, a senior research and 
advocacy adviser focused on US policy toward China 
at the International Crisis Group.

The more that Xi can do that, "the more likely it is that 
the fragile trade truce between the United States and 
China will take hold in earnest and that Trump will be 
amenable to security concessions that give China 
greater freedom of maneuver in Asia," Wyne said.

Asked for comment on the implications of the court 
ruling, Chinese Embassy spokesperson Liu Pengyu 
said only that tariff and trade wars serve neither 
country's interest. He called for Beijing and 
Washington to work together to "provide greater 
certainty and stability for China-US economic and 
trade cooperation and the global economy."The court 
decision also creates new uncertainty for other US 
trading partners, in Asia and elsewhere, especially 
those that have reached trade deals to calm the initial 
turmoil from Trump's tariffs."I would expect most 
Asian partners to proceed cautiously, with existing 
agreements largely holding as both sides work 
through the implications in the coming weeks," said.

WORLD

Arab, Muslim countries slam 
US envoy's remarks on 
Israel's 'right' to Middle 
East land

Dubai. (Agency) 
The departure of the chief executive of Dubai port giant 

DP World is the biggest fallout in the Middle East 
from U.S. Department of Justice documents which 
show that disgraced financier Jeffrey Epstein tried to 
build a powerful network of political figures and 
business leaders across the region. 

DP World announced on Friday that Sultan Ahmed Bin 
Sulayem had resigned as chief executive and chair. 
The decision to act was taken after Bin Sulayem's 
name appeared in the Epstein files, two sources with 
direct knowledge of the matter told Reuters, and as 
his relationship with the late convicted sex offender 
faced increasing scrutiny.

In their correspondence, Bin Sulayem discussed sexual 
relationships with women with whom Epstein helped 
him connect. In an email dated November 9, 2007, 
Bin Sulayem told Epstein he had met one such 
woman in New York, whom he does not name and 
with whom he said he did not have sex.

"Yes after several attempts for several months we 
managed to meet in NY," he wrote, adding that there 
was a misunderstanding because "she wanted some 
BUSINESS! while  i  only wanted some 
PUSSYNESS!" Dubai's ruler on Friday also issued a 
decree appointing a new chairman for Dubai's Ports, 
Customs and Free Zone Corporation, one of several 
roles Bin Sulayem held.Reuters was able to 
independently review only some of the Epstein files 
relating to Bin Sulayem and was unable to ascertain 
what specifically led to his departure from DP World 
although the sources said, without providing further 
details, that it was related to the files.

Dozens of  Democrats had 
threatened to boycott 
Saturday's dinner if  members 
of  their party were blocked 
from Friday's meeting. But 
even after Moore's attendance, 
some said they still wouldn't 
show up.

The overnight attacks 
were the most extensive 
since border clashes in 
October killed more than 
70 people on both sides 
and wounded hundreds.

Washington. (Agency) 
US military planning on Iran has reached an advanced 

stage with options including targeting individuals as 
part of an attack and even pursuing regime change in 
Tehran, if ordered by President Donald Trump, two 
US officials told Reuters.The military options are the 
latest signs that the United States is preparing for a 
serious conflict with Iran should diplomatic efforts 
fail. Reuters first reported last week that the US 
military is preparing for a sustained, weeks-long 
operation against Iran that could include striking 
Iranian security facilities as well as nuclear 
infrastructure.The latest revelations suggest more 
granular, ambitious planning ahead of a decision by 
Trump, who has in recent days publicly floated the 
idea of regime change in the Islamic Republic.

The US officials, who spoke on condition of anonymity 
due to the sensitive nature of the planning, did not 
offer further details on which individuals could be 
targeted or how the US military could attempt to carry 
out regime change without a large ground force. 

Pursuing regime change would mark another shift 
away from Trump's vows during the presidential 
campaign to abandon what he has called the failed 
policies of past administrations, which included 
military efforts to topple governments in Afghanistan 
and Iraq.Trump has assembled a massive amount of 
firepower in the Middle East but most of the combat 
capabilities are aboard warships and fighter aircraft. 
Any major bombing campaign could also count on 
support from US-based bombers.n his first term, 
Trump showed a willingness to carry out targeted 
killings by approving a 2020 attack on Iran's top 
general, Qassem Soleimani, who led the foreign 
espionage and paramilitary arm of Iran's Islamic 
Revolutionary Guard Corps, known as the Quds 
Force.

Blizzard warnings issued from Delaware to 
Massachusetts as storm threatens US East Coast

bombing incidents in Pakistan". district saw people using a bulldozer to 
search for victims under the rubble The military targeted the Pakistani 
following the strikes.Twelve children Taliban and its associates, as well as an 
and teenagers were among 17 people affiliate of the Islamic State group, a 

killed when a house was targeted in 
Bihsud, an Afghan security source 
told AFP on condition of anonymity 
as he was not authorised to speak to 
the media.The two countries have 
been locked in an increasingly bitter 
dispute since the Taliban authorities 
retook control of Afghanistan in 
2021.

KABUL. (Agency) The relationship between the two 
Pakistan said Sunday it launched countries has deteriorated sharply 

multiple air strikes targeting militants statement by the Ministry of with deadly border clashes since 
in neighbouring Afghanistan, where Information and Broadcasting said. October.Pakistan said Sunday that 
the government reported children despite repeated urging by Islamabad, Afghanistan said the strikes hit 
were among dozens of people killed the Taliban authorities have failed to Nangarhar and Paktika provinces, 
and wounded.The overnight attacks act against militant groups using "martyring and wounding dozens of 
were the most extensive since border Afghan territory to carry out attacks in people, including women and 
clashes in October killed more than 70 Pakistan.It said the strikes were carried children"."Pakistani generals try to 
people on both sides and wounded out in response to a suicide blast at a compensate for their country's security 
hundreds.Islamabad said it hit seven Shiite mosque in Islamabad two weeks weaknesses through such crimes," 
sites along the border region targeting ago and other more recent suicide government spokesperson Zabihullah 
Afghanistan-based militant groups "in bombings in northwest Pakistan, Mujahid posted on X.An AFP 
the aftermath of recent suicide including one on Saturday.journalist in Nangarhar's Bihsud 

morning in areas around Washington of snow. Quickly that then changed," millions of square feet of asphalt NEW YORK. (Agency) 
before stretching toward Philadelphia and Mamdani said. "So we want to make sure surrounding shopping malls and industrial A rapidly intensifying storm triggered 
New York City and reaching Boston in the that we make a decision based on up-to- parks across Long Island.Employees spent blizzard warnings Saturday for New York 
evening.The weather service said the the last few days recharging City, New Jersey and Boston as 
storm could begin as rainfall in some batteries on the company's 40 communities along the East Coast prepared 
places before worsening, with the front-end loaders and replacing for the Sunday arrival of heavy snow and 
heaviest snowfall expected at night and windshield wipers on snow damaging winds.The National Weather 
as much as 2 inches (5 centimeters) of removal vehicles, before resting up Service increased its assessment of the 
snow per hour at times in some areas, Saturday."I'm anticipating at least potential severity of a storm that was 
before tapering off by Monday one week of work around the projected to be much milder only days 
afternoon.The weather service warned clock," Berlingieri said. "We're earlier.The weather service said 1 to 2 feet 
that the storm, with steady winds of 25 to going to work 24 to 36 hours (about 30 to 61 centimeters) of snow was 
35 mph (40 to 56 kph) would "make straight, sleep for a few hours and possible in many areas as it issued blizzard 
travel dangerous, if not impossible. then go back."warnings for New York City and Long 
Scattered downed tree limbs and power The storm approached just as the icy Island, Boston and coastal communities in 
outages possible due to snow load and remains of a snowstorm that struck New Jersey, Connecticut, Delaware, 

date and accurate information."New York strong winds."Officials scrambled to the region weeks earlier were finally M a r y l a n d ,  R h o d e  I s l a n d  a n d  
brought in additional snow clearing prepare for a storm that forecasters days melting away.Massachusetts. Flooding was also possible 
equipment from outside the city and ago believed would have a much more in parts of New York and New Jersey, it said. Officials in Atlantic City, New Jersey, urged 
planned to increase use of geocoding to limited impact.New York Mayor Zohran residents and casino visitors to stay off the "While we do get plenty of these nor'easters 
keep track of bus stops and crosswalks that Mamdani said the city would expand on s t ree t s ,  e spec ia l ly  in  low- ly ing  that produce heavy snow and strong 
need clearing, he said.With the storm efforts it used to deal with a major snowfall neighborhoods prone to flooding.impacts, it's been several years since we 
zeroing in, John Berlingieri scrapped plans weeks ago. But officials held off on saw one of this magnitude across this large "I could go on and on probably with a good 
for a family trip to Puerto Rico to prepare deciding whether to open schools Monday of a region in this very populated part of the two dozen streets where we know we will 
h i s  c o m p a n y,  B e r r i n g t o n  S n o w  for the time being."We saw on Friday there country," said Cody Snell, a meteorologist get water and there will be snow on top of 
Management, for what could well be a was expectation that the likelihood was that at the service's Weather Prediction Center. that," said Scott Evans, the city's fire chief 
mammoth task: Clearing snow from we were going to face maybe 3 to 4 inches and emergency management coordinator.Snell said the storm would arrive Sunday 

unusually controversial.Ahead of this Enjoying the black-tie affair, with tall Washington."We have to clean up some 
week's gathering of the National candles arranged on tables, were just top mess that Maryland and Virginia have left 
Governors Association, Trump ridiculed us," Trump said, adding that "it's 
the bipartisan group's leadership, unbelievable what they can do with 
Republican Gov. Kevin Stitt of Oklahoma incompetence."The ruptured pipe is 
and Democratic Gov. Wes Moore of part of a Washington-based utility 
Maryland. He refused to invite Moore, that's federally regulated and under 
along with Colorado Gov. Jared Polis, to a t h e  o v e r s i g h t  o f  t h e  U . S .  
working event at the White House on E n v i r o n m e n t a l  P r o t e c t i o n  
Friday — only to relent at the last minute. Agency.Vice President JD Vance 

praised the governors for having to Then the event ended shortly after Trump 
make tough decisions. When you're learned of the Supreme Court's decision to 
in his position, Vance said, "nobody strike down his sweeping tariff policy.
blames you when anything goes Dozens of Democrats had threatened to 
wrong."Those who have attended boycott Saturday's dinner if members of 

administration officials and Republican previous dinners said they offered a rare and WASHINGTON.(Agency) their party were blocked from Friday's 
governors.In brief remarks, Trump joked helpful opportunity for governors to meeting. But even after Moore's The annual dinner with governors at the 
that state leaders "look in that mirror and connect with the president and members of attendance, some said they still wouldn't White House is typically a chance for 
say, I should be president, not him." his Cabinet away from the pressure of daily show up."President Trump has made this leaders from both parties to come together, 

The president didn't criticize any Democrats governing. Some also said the dinner was a whole thing a farce," Massachusetts Gov. socialize and spend a low-key evening with 
by name, but he blamed two states led by chance to connect with fellow governors Maura Healey said in a statement.the president. But like many traditions 
Democratic governors when he mentioned from other parties whom they might not see during President Donald Trump's second When the dinner finally rolled around, no 
a sewage spill in the Potomac River near very often.term, Saturday's dinner has proven Democrats were spotted in the room. 

How Epstein Tried To Build 
Web Of  Powerful Ties Across 
Middle East

JERUSALEM. (Agency) 
Arab and Islamic countries issued a joint condemnation 

on Sunday of remarks by US ambassador to Israel 
Mike Huckabee, who suggested Israel had a biblical 
right to a vast swath of the Middle East.

Huckabee, a former Baptist minister and a fervent Israel 
supporter, was speaking on the podcast of far-right 
commentator Tucker Carlson.In an episode released 
on Friday, Carlson pushed Huckabee on the meaning 
of a biblical verse sometimes interpreted as saying 
that Israel is entitled to the land between the river Nile 
in Egypt and the Euphrates in Syria and Iraq.

In response, Huckabee said: "It would be fine if they 
took it all."When pressed, however, he continued that 
Israel was "not asking to take all of that", adding: "It 
was somewhat of a hyperbolic statement."The 
backlash widened sharply on Sunday as more than a 
dozen Arab and Islamic governments -- alongside 
three major regional organisations -- issued a joint 
statement denouncing the US diplomat's comments 
as "dangerous and inflammatory."

The statement, released by the United Arab Emirates' 
foreign ministry, was signed by the UAE, Egypt, 
Jordan, Indonesia, Pakistan, Turkey, Saudi Arabia, 
Qatar, Kuwait, Oman, Bahrain, Lebanon, Syria and 
the State of Palestine, as well as the Organization of 
Islamic Cooperation, the Arab League and the Gulf 
Cooperation Council.They said the comments 
contravene the UN Charter and efforts to de-escalate 
the Gaza war and advance a political horizon for a 
comprehensive settlement.Iran joined the chorus with 
its foreign ministry accusing Huckabee on X of 
revealing "American active complicity" in what it 
called Israel's "expansionist wars of aggression" 
against Palestinians.Earlier, several Arab states had 
issued unilateral condemnations.

Saudi Arabia described the ambassador's words as 
"reckless" and "irresponsible", while Jordan said it 
was "an assault on the sovereignty of the countries of 
the region."Kuwait decried what it called a "flagrant 
violation of the principles of international law", while 
Oman said the comments "threatened the prospects 
for peace" and stability in the region.

White House dinner closes a turbulent 
week for governors in Washington
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emperors or renaming places with a Mughal THE Supreme Court has rightly refused to entertain 
connection does not heal festering wounds; a plea seeking a ban on the construction or naming 
it only impoverishes an objective of mosques after Mughal emperor Babur. The case 
understanding of historical events. Nations pertains to suspended Trinamool Congress MLA 
gain maturity not by suppressing unpleasant Humayun Kabir’s plan to build a Babri Masjid-
facts but by contextualising them.The apex style place of worship in Murshidabad district of 
court’s landmark 2019 verdict in the poll-bound West Bengal. Kabir, who is trying to 
Ayodhya case sought closure through legal woo Muslim voters, organised the foundation 
adjudication: the disputed land went to a stone-laying ceremony of the mosque on 
trust for a Ram temple, while a five-acre plot December 6 last year — the 33rd anniversary of 
was allotted for a mosque. However, the Babri Masjid demolition. His endeavour may 
mandir-masjid politics refuses to die down. be politically contentious, yet the constitutional 
If the upcoming mosque violates building question is straightforward. In a secular 
bylaws, funding regulations or public order democracy, can the State pre-emptively prohibit 
norms, the authorities are empowered to take citizens from naming a place of worship after a 
action. What they can’t do — nor should historical figure, no matter how divisive?
courts compel them to do — is penalise The petitioner objected to the practice of dedicating 
people merely for conjuring up dark images mosques to “anti-Hindu invaders” such as Babur. 

Renowned historian Romila Thapar recently observed of the recent or distant past. At stake is India’s pluralism However, the Constitution protects rights, not narratives. 
that history cannot be taught in fragments; its continuity and the constitutionally guaranteed right to freedom of The resentment reflected in this petition mirrors the 
must be preserved. Removing chapters about certain religion.overzealousness to erase the Mughals from textbooks. 

Strong penalties 
in Seeds Bill to 
curb fake seeds

The pivot to the hard right

Babri row: SC refusal to intervene is welcome

THE Seeds Bill, 2025, which provides for a fine of 
up to Rs 30 lakh and jail of five years, is likely to be 
effective in curbing the sale of fake or substandard 
seeds. Notably, the Seeds Act, 1966, the Seeds 
Rules, 1968 and the Seeds (Control) Order, 1983 
do not provide for stringent punishment or heavy 
fines. Under these rules, if farmers suffer losses 
due to counterfeit seeds or if the Seeds Act is 
violated, the selling company or individual could 
be fined Rs 500 or imprisoned for six months. 
Thus, offenders have no fear of this law and the 
sale of spurious seeds remains unchecked and 
continues unabated.The stringent punishments 
and heavy fines under the new Seeds Bill, 2025 
will deter such offences. This Bill also provides 
farmers the right to "grow, sow, re-sow, save, use, 
exchange, share, or sell" seeds from their fields. 
Farmers can produce their own seeds and 
exchange them with other farmers.

According to Section 17 of the Seeds Bill, 2025, no 
producer shall grow or organise the production of 
seeds unless they are registered by the relevant 
state government. No person shall operate a seed 
processing unit unless such a unit is registered by 
the state government.For registration, the 
producer or seed processing unit must possess the 
infrastructure, equipment and qualified manpower 
as per the prescribed specifications in the case. 
Every seed producer and seed processing unit shall 
maintain such records and shall furnish to the state 
government from time to time returns detailing the 
quantity of different varieties of seeds produced or 
processed by it. The state government may 

suspend or cancel the registration of any defaulter.
Under the new Bill, any individual or company 

supplying counterfeit seeds or seeds of 
unregistered varieties or duplicate seeds to 
farmers will be considered a major offence. Lab 
testing and labelling will be required to prevent 
counterfeit seeds. A QR code on seed packaging 
has also been made mandatory for tracking.

Under the current framework, seed testing labs can 
only test the germination percentage of the seeds. 
They lack the ability to test genetic purity, quality, 
variety, and Bt gene, which are crucial for 
supplying quality seeds to farmers. The yield and 
quality of the crop depend on the variety and 
quality of seeds.Every seed has the potential to 
germinate naturally, but crop yield depends on the 
purity, quality and variety of the seed. With 
guaranteed quality seeds, the farmers’ economy 
will improve and their debt burden lighten. Today, 
farmers can afford the price of seeds, but poor 
quality seeds can lead to unbearable crop losses.In 
the past 60 years, no violator has been punished or 
fined under the Seeds Act and other related laws. If 
the new law is strictly enforced, the sale of 
counterfeit and unauthorised seeds can be curbed.

The Seeds Bill, 2025 also calls for the government to 
determine the selling price of seeds. It is a major 
effort to modernise the seed regulatory framework 
by ensuring seed quality, traceability and 
accountability.If the Seeds Bill, 2025 includes a 
provision to compensate farmers for losses caused 
by substandard seeds and is implemented under 
the Essential Commodities Act, 1955, it would be 
even more beneficial for farmers

ZThe Bill is essentially 
pro-corporate, centralising 
and anti-farmer

liberal governments and institutions.Today, as humanity activism in Europe, Asia, South America, etc. Our great CONTROLLED fire was perhaps one of the most defining 
develops artificial intelligence (AI) and quantum technological advancement is coming at a time when moments in human evolution as the ability to cook food 
computers, and as the two come together, they bring the liberalism in politics and government is giving way to the gave humans the massive surge in calories required to 
strong possibility of a ‘sentient’ AI. Theoretically, it’s AI hard right. Liberal democracies and liberal economies are fuel a much larger and more complex brain (the human 
which is self-aware and capable of taking independent giving way to authoritarianism in politics and brain consumes about 25% of the body’s energy). It is 
decisions. Are we once again at an inflection point…is economics…the world order is reverting to the nation postulated that fire allowed humans to bypass the 
humanity about to develop the next ‘controlled fire’? state.Moreover, the ‘nation state’ is going in for a far more metabolic limits which keeps the brains of other primates 
The challenge for the evolution of humanity along with rigid form of government that is authoritarian. The effort small. Richard Wrangham, professor of biological 
technological evolution has always been in its ability to is to maintain the facade of democratic elections and anthropology at Harvard University, brought this up in 
‘control’ the fire it creates, for it brings havoc if not hollow the system from the inside. The Trojan horse of what is referred to as the ‘cooking hypothesis’.In other 
controlled. The Chernobyl nuclear disaster is a case in authoritarianism and protectionism has come through the words, the ancestor who developed the ability to build a 
point, so are the questionable bombings of Hiroshima gateway of elected governments. Plato critiqued ‘controlled fire’ was the inventor/scientist not only of his 
and Nagasaki.Similarly, many questions remain democracy and saw it gradually decaying into a tyranny time but for all times. The opening line of the Rig Veda is, 
unanswered about the Covid-19 pandemic. I could go on as power shifted to demagogues who were adept at “Agnimile purohitam yajnasya devamrtvijam, hotaram 

manipulating the masses — there is ratnadhatamam” (Agni I adore, who 
much truth in this if we neglect our stands before the Lord, the god who 
institutions and bring down the checks sees Truth, the warrior, strong 
and balances of power. The centrist, disposer of delight). It is an 
liberal ideology has been pushed back invocation to Agni (the fire god), 
by the tidal wave of a dogmatic right.praising him as a mediator between 

oupled with these developments is the humanity and divine energy. From 
urgent, almost immediate rearmament the controlled fire and the cooking of 
and the rise of the defence budgets of food, human ingenuity made 
most countries of Europe, Asia, etc. progress in discoveries  and 
T h i s  r e q u i r e s  a  s h i f t  f r o m  inventions.Although the great 
developmental economics to the scientists and explorers of the Middle 
rearmament of the developing and the Ages made phenomenal progress, the 
developed world. The benefits of this quantum jump was provided by the 
go to the vast military-industrial Industrial Revolution, which saw a 
complex. Today, budgets are being tidal wave of human ingenuity and 
tailored for rearmament, the nuclear invention. It also gave rise to 
treaties being made null and void and democratic movements across 
nuclear arsenals being replenished… Europe. Literature blossomed 
all this points to a disaster in the alongside science.The products of 
making. It has already started with wars the Industrial Revolution were still 
erupting in various locations across the very much under mankind’s control 
world.due  to  the  development  of  

Add to this the emergence of AI and you democra t i c  governance  and  
have a world at the mercy of a few institutions. These were liberal in 
technocrats and authoritarian rulers. nature until the German, Spanish and 
Institutions such as the International I ta l ian s tates  gave bir th to  

about the misuse of technology, how humanity twists 
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), Disarmament dictatorships which emasculated the democratic 

technological advancements developed for its benefit 
Commission and other organisations under the United institutions of these nations. However, through the First 

into weapons of mass destruction or control. For as we 
Nations (UN) helped create a systemic check on the and Second World Wars, the democracies — with the 

develop this advanced technology, we must keep in mind 
development and use of nuclear energy.However, AI is a overwhelming support of the people — prevailed.

what Carl Sagan described as ‘technological 
developing technology which is moving at a very rapid This period also saw the next quantum jump — atomic 

adolescence’ characterised by humanity possessing 
pace and is capable of bringing far-reaching changes and energy that was unleashed on a world holding its breath. 

tremendous world-altering power without the necessary 
disruptions; it is currently without any systemic controls. Fortunately, the world came together and set up 

wisdom or foresight to manage it safely.
The immediate need is for countries to get together to face institutions to keep this energy under control. Treaties 

Today, it must be noted that the pivot to the hard right is 
this onslaught of AI and introduce a system of checks and were signed and honoured by nuclear powers. So far, we 

happening; it can be observed in the MAGA (Make 
balances which, if not done, can lead to a situation where have succeeded and used it mainly in a positive way. This 

America Great Again) movement and in similar political 
AI can become an ‘uncontrolled fire’.has been made possible because of our democracies, 

The world is at the mercy of a few technocrats and authoritarian rulers

matter is a policy question. It also empowers the 
Centre to make rules once the Bill becomes an Act. 
No state government or agricultural university will 
be able to function as per the state's needs. Though 
agriculture is a state subject, the Central government 
is on a spree of centralisation. For instance, GM 
mustard trials have been underway at PAU, 
Ludhiana, for three years. The Punjab government 
has neither permitted nor opposed them. The state THE Seeds Bill, 2025 is essentially pro-corporate, 
government has failed to protect its federal rights, centralising and anti-farmer. The government is trying 
offering only occasional lip service. The AAP to create a false impression that the Bill protects 
government promised a state agriculture policy if farmers. The Bill exempts farmers from seed 
voted to power, but it has failed to do so.registration and allows them to keep, use and sell their 

If the seed and research sectors are overtaken by the seeds. But the harsh reality is that the monoculture 
Centre, there will be no room left for a state resulting from the Green Revolution has almost wiped 
agriculture policy. On the other hand, the Punjab out local seed varieties. Farmers today are largely 
government has decided to sell lands of PAU, Punjab dependent on the market to buy seeds. It may seem that 
Agro and the Horticulture Department. This shows farmers can retain and use their own seeds, but in this 
declining seriousness towards agricultural research, era of a market-oriented agricultural system, if a high-
agri-based industry and horticulture.yield seed enters the market, why would farmers 

The Seeds Bill, the India-US trade deal and the India-continue using traditional seeds?The Green 
European Union trade deal would have the same Revolution began the destruction of local seeds and 
consequences. The earlier Seeds Act of 1966 simply the Seeds Bill would be the final assault, leading to 
provided for certification, registration, quality their extinction.Regarding prices, the government 
checks and inspectors. Its Clause 17 barred free may regulate the price of a seed variety in emergent 
imports, unless "it conforms to the minimum limits situations, like abnormal price rise, monopolistic 
of germination and purity specified for that seed pricing and profiteering, but none of these terms is 
under clause (a) of Section 6." Appeals by aggrieved defined. This implies no meaningful control over conduct research on foreign seed varieties. Foreign seeds complain, how compensation will be provided or how 

persons were allowed under Clause 11. That Act now corporate exploitation.The Bill even exempts foreign have brought pests, such as the American worm, which much compensation will be given in case of crop loss due 
stands overturned and the new Bill promotes the free seeds from registration. The government may, by later became impossible to control.The Seeds Bill will to faulty seeds. No court shall take cognisance of any 
inflow of foreign seed varieties.notification, permit the import of an unregistered kind or establish the domination of MNCs, leaving our offence under this Act unless a complaint is filed by a 

The Seed Control Order of 1983 brought seed trade under variety. On the other hand, local seed sellers are not institutions as mere spectators. The Bill equates private seed inspector. If big companies enter the seed sector, the 
the Essential Commodities Act, 1955, to prevent market allowed to sell unregistered varieties. What kind of institutes with public research institutions and also seed inspector would be just an ordinary official and his 
monopolisation and black marketing. Export and import nationalism is this?Under the WTO regime, foreign allows them to evaluate and certify seeds. If private jurisdiction would be limited. If a seed causes 
were permitted only under a licence issued as per Clause seeds already enjoy several privileges. Indian companies evaluate seed performance, who will evaluate widespread damage, who will file the complaint?
3. But the Seeds Bill, 2025 will finish all the safeguards.agricultural universities or research institutes cannot The government would have the final say on whether a these companies?The Bill is silent on how farmers can 

Seeds Bill, 2025: Final assault on indigenous seeds

At stake is India’s pluralism and the constitutionally guaranteed right to freedom of religion.
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NEWS BOX

Since then, I think he's taking that a bit too really tapped into as resources as much. In New Delhi. (Agency)  
 Suryakumar Yadav may be among the runs in far. Against Pakistan, when India lost a T20 cricket, that's a dangerous thing to do, 

T20Is in 2026, but Sanjay Manjrekar isn't a couple of wickets, he really pulled down the when a senior player or a captain feels that 
fan of the Indian captain's approach with he's got to stay in, especially batting 
the bat in the ongoing T20 World Cup first,” he added.

'A DANGEROUS TACTIC'2026. As India look to defend their crown 
on home soil, Suryakumar and the hosts Manjrekar feels that Suryakumar's 
have seemingly gone back on their approach will be a dangerous tactic 
attacking template and have become especially when India has depth in 
more cautious with their approach.The their batting and is looking to set 
former cricketer feels that when targets of 200-plus.
Suryakumar tries to take the game deep, “When you're setting targets of 200 plus, 
it doesn't allow for the proper utilisation winning scores, if you have somebody 
of players like Shivam Dube, Hardik in the top four who believes that he's 
Pandya and Rinku Singh.There's the guy who's got to control the innings 
something I'm seeing in Suryakumar and make sure that he's the one who'll 
Yadav, which I'm not liking too much. 77 take India to a certain score, that is a very shutters quite a lot,” Manjrekar said in a 
for 6, India against USA at Wankhede. And dangerous tactic. And considering that India video he shared on Instagram.“He and Tilak 
Suryakumar Yadav had to change his game, have such fantastic players with Axar Patel Va r m a ,  b o t h  p l a y i n g  s l i g h t l y  
which he did brilliantly. Just slowed down a at number eight or Washington Sundar at conservatively. And in the end, what 
little bit and then exploded and got a great number eight, no batter must think like happens is people like Hardik Pandya, 
score, player of the match and everything. that,” said Manjrekar.Shivam Dube, and Rinku Singh are not 

New Delhi. (Agency) Also, with the left-handers, you’ve got control through the middle overs have 
Lungi Ngidi who can bowl in the up front regularly squeezed opposition batters.India’s spin attack has been one of the 
one or two, and then in the middle, and the standout features of their T20 World Cup Axar Patel has also played a crucial role, 
one at the back end. And his favourite ball is 2026 campaign so far. But former South claiming six wickets in the group phase 

Africa batter Neil McKenzie does not while maintaining discipline in line 
believe that alone will tilt the Super 8 and length. Alongside him, Kuldeep 
contest in India’s favour. Yadav has provided control and 

subtle variation, giving India Ahead of the high-stakes clash between 
multiple options depending on the 2024 finalists in Ahmedabad, 
match-ups and conditions.McKenzie acknowledged the quality in 

India’s spin ranks. However, he insisted On the Narendra Modi Stadium 
that the Proteas have enough resources to surface in Ahmedabad, spin is 
neutralise that threat if they execute their expected to play a role, especially if 
plans properly.Speaking to The Indian the pitch grips. India’s ability to 
Express, McKenzie pointed out that rotate between mystery spin, left-
while India might have greater variety in arm orthodox and wrist spin gives 
their spin department, that does not cap ta in  Suryakumar  Yadav  

the slow ball into the wicket. So he is a u t o m a t i c a l l y  t r a n s l a t e  i n t o  flexibility in the middle overs.
basically taking away from the left-handers dominance.Where India is slightly ahead SOUTH AFRICA'S THREAT FOR INDIA
as well. So they have got a lot of tools that of South Africa is that they’ve got a lot But South Africa are not short on answers.
they can use," he added.HOW HAVE more variation in the spin department. But I Their batting line-up carries serious 
INDIA SPINNERS PERFORMED?don’t see that as being huge. It’s obviously firepower. Ryan Rickelton has shown clean 

There is no denying India’s spin trio has been a huge positive because you have all the striking ability at the top. Quinton de Kock 
effective in the group stage.variations, but it’s how you deploy remains a dangerous aggressor in the 

Varun Chakravarthy has been one of the most them."He also emphasised on South powerplay. Aiden Markram can stabilise 
impactful bowlers of the tournament, Africa’s ability to counter India’s left- and accelerate, while Tristan Stubbs adds 
picking up nine wickets in four matches and handed batters and manage match-ups finishing muscle.If the Proteas negotiate the 
climbing into the top three on the leading smartly. spin phase smartly, they have the range to 
wicket-takers list. His variations and "Markram is more than a useful off-spinner. shift pressure back onto India quickly.

India's spin power not a threat to South Africa: 
Neil McKenzie ahead of Super 8 clash

New Delhi. (Agency) 
Days after the Vinicius Jr. incident during the 

Real Madrid clash, the footballing world 
saw another incident of racial abuse as 
Hannibal Mejbri and Wesley Fofana were 
targeted on social media after the Chelsea-
Burnley stalemate. Fofana, who was sent off 
in the 72nd minute after receiving a second 
yellow card for a challenge on James Ward-
Prowse, shared screenshots of the racist 
messages he received on Instagram. He 
criticised the lack of effective punishments 
for offenders and highlighted ongoing 
i s s u e s  i n  t h e  f i g h t  a g a i n s t  
discrimination.Fofana wrote, "2026, it’s 
still the same thing, nothing changes," 
directly addressing what he sees as the 
failure of anti-racism campaigns to bring 
about meaningful change.Chelsea promptly 
responded to the abuse with a strong 
statement, declaring there is "no room for 

racism" and pledging to collaborate with 
authorities to identify and punish those 
responsible. The club reiterated its 
commitment to eradicating discrimination 
from the sport.Such behaviour is completely 
unacceptable and runs counter to the values 
of the game and everything we stand for as a 
club. There is no room for racism," they said 
in a statement.We stand unequivocally with 
Wes. He has our full support, as do all our 
players, who are too often forced to endure 
this hatred simply for doing their job.

"We will work with the relevant authorities 
and platforms in identifying the perpetrators 
and take the strongest possible action."

WHAT DID HANNIBAL SAY?
Hannibal Mejbri, who was fouled in the build-

up to Fofana’s red card, also made public the 
racist messages he received after the match. 
In his response, Mejbri urged,

He was there for the anger, when Mike or so everyone believed.Then Allan 
Denness accused him of ball-tampering and Donald ran in. A sprinter's dash, an artist's 
a nation erupted. He was there in Gwalior in action. And the White Lightning 
2010, when he made history against them. struck.Donald was 25 on his international 
And he was there in 2001 at Mumbai, when a debut, and he was terrifyingly fast. He 
South African shaped one of India's greatest took three wickets in a blur: Shastri, 
triumphs.The Team That Came In From The Sidhu, Manjrekar, gone. India were 3/20. 
ColdNovember 10, 1991, Eden Gardens, The 90,000 (plus 300) went silent. The 
Calcutta. The ground could hold nearly only sound heard was of Donald’s spikes 
90,000 people. That day, as Jagmohan gliding over the grass.Then Tendulkar 
Dalmia was to say, there were 300 walked out. He was 18, five foot five, 
extra.India was, for a long time, one of South weighed less than sixty kilograms, and 
Africa's most stubborn opponents on the had a curved pencil line for a Gardens. Legendary all-rounder Clive Rice, 
question of readmission. India had a long, moustache.When Tendulkar had debuted the captain, was so overwhelmed that he later 
personal history with apartheid, highlighted against Pakistan two years earlier, my aunt said he now understood how Neil Armstrong 
by Mahatma Gandhi’s eviction from a train. who was watching on a 20-inch TV was New Delhi. (Agency)  felt on the moon.
In 1974, India conceded the Davis Cup final livid: “Why have they sent this boy against The story of India and South Africa could It was that kind of day.
rather than play South Africa. The trophy these Pathans? He will get hurt.” But that day easily be written as Sachin Tendulkar's White Lightning And Little Masterwent to South Africa by walkover.But in she was a soothsayer: “Tendulkar will hurt travelogue.Tendulkar was there for the The South Africans could barely grip the bat. 1991, India took the lead in getting South them.”Donald ran in again and again, and reunion in the 1991 series when South Africa Their nerves jangled, eyes welled up. Rice Africa readmitted. And when a planned tour Tendulkar played him on the back foot, late, came in from the cold. He was there for the reportedly cried because they were finally by Pakistan was cancelled, South Africa off the hip, with a composure that seemed scandal, when Hansie Cronje's midnight playing. The occasion got to them, and they we re  i nv i t ed  t o  p l ay  w i th in  48  borrowed from a much older man. He scored confession shook the sport to its foundations. were restricted to 177.Easy-peasy for India, hours.Thousands welcomed them to Eden 62 off 73 balls.

SPORTS

just doing what I was told — that’s how 
things went. So there was no competitive 
edge from my side!" said Morne.

Albie, on the other hand, was assertive, saying 
that he was always right during the games 
and most of them ended with Morne in tears.

"I remember most of the backyard games 
ended up in arguments or tears. In a backyard 
game, you're never out. As a bowler, the 
batsman is always out — so there were 
always arguments around that."

"I remember him crying a lot because he was 
the youngest, and like you said, we older New Delhi. (Agency)  
brothers just told him what to do all the The India vs South Africa clash on Sunday, 
time.," said Morne.February 22, at the Narendra Modi stadium 

FIGHTING FOR SAME GOALwill be about two unbeaten sides looking to 
gain early momentum in the Super 8 stage of For the Morkel brothers, the goal on Sunday 
the T20 World Cup 2026. One of the biggest remains simple. Win the game for your team.
subplots of the story will be seeing Albie and Morne admitted that there will be a bit of 
Morne Morkel squaring off on opposite banter, but said that both brothers will 
camps.Morne has been the bowling coach of That’s it," says Albie about his role.The bowling coach. Showed him how to do it!" remain calm and composed and not think too 
the Indian team since taking over the role in Morkels played 48 matches together in all said Albie. much about the match on or off the field."The 
2024. Albie, on the other hand, is the formats and started their journey as coaches family will do the banter. We’re very calm THE BACKYARD WARS!
specialist consultant for South Africa as the together. Albie took credit for Morne's rise as and professional about how we go about Morne is three years younger than Albie, but 
Proteas look to claim their first T20 World a bowling coach in the video released by these things. Even during our playing days, both men were rivals in their backyard while 
Cup title. So, what does the former all- BCCI on their social media platforms. we hardly spoke about games or moments — playing cricket. Morne said he never showed 
rounder do as part of Shukri Conrad's on or off the field."”Life will go on after this "We’ve played some cricket together, and now that competitive edge against his brother.
backroom staff?"A specialist consultant — tournament. He’s my family. The guys in the we’re both in coaching roles. We actually "I'm 3 years younger than Albie, and I was the 
yes, it is a mouthful! In short, I have to figure team are my friends. We’ll see each other coached together in our first stint — that’s baby in the house. In terms of bowling and 
out ways how to beat Team India on Sunday. again," said Morne.where I shaped him to be a very good 

From backyard rivalry to Ahmedabad: 
Morkel brothers ready for IND vs SA clash

Suryakumar taking it a bit too far: Manjrekar 
calls India captain's approach dangerous

DHAKA. (Agency)    
Doha will host the next round of International 

Cricket Council (ICC) Board and Committee 
meetings from March 25 to 27, underscoring 
Qatar’s growing importance in global cricket 
and the governing body’s increasing 
engagement with the sport in the region.

The meetings will bring together ICC Board 
Directors, Chief Executives, Committee 
Members and senior leadership as part of the 
organisation’s ongoing governance calendar. 
The discussions are expected to cover key 
matters concerning the present and future of 
international cricket, including governance, 
development and strategic priorities.The 
decision to stage the meetings in Doha reflects 
both the ICC’s deepening collaboration with 
Qatar and the country’s emergence as a 
promising growth market for the sport. The 
ICC has been working closely with the Qatar 
Cricket Association and the Qatar Olympic 
Committee to expand cricket’s footprint and 

strengthen grassroots participation.
CRICKET GROWTH IN QATAR
Cricket has witnessed rapid growth in Qatar in 

recent years, driven by targeted development 
programmes and school-level initiatives. 
According to the ICC, overall participation in 
cricket in the country has increased by an 
impressive 447 per cent since 2020, 
highlighting the impact of sustained 
investment and structured promotion.

A key driver of this expansion has been cricket’s 
inclusion in the Qatar Olympic Committee’s 
School Olympic Programme, which has helped 
introduce the sport to students and embed it 
within the national school system. The 
initiative has played a crucial role in exposing 
younger audiences to cricket and building a 
new generation of players and followers.The 
ICC’s Criiio Cricket Festivals have also 
contributed significantly to the sport’s reach in 
Qatar. In the most recent edition, 287 school 
teams took part, with nearly 90 per cent of 
participants experiencing cricket for the first 
time. 

Qatar in focus: Doha to host 
International Cricket Council board 

meetings in March

New Delhi. (Agency)  
Neymar has hinted that the 2026 season could 

be his last, but the Brazilian superstar has 
made one thing clear — he wants one final 
shot at the FIFA World Cup with Brazil.

Speaking to Caz TV, the 34-year-old admitted 
that retirement is a possibility at the end of 
next year. However, with the World Cup on 
the horizon, his immediate focus remains on 
returning to peak condition and fighting for 
a place in Brazil’s squad."I don't know what 
will happen from now on, I don't know 
about next year... It may be that when 
December comes, I'll want to retire. I'm 
living year to year now," Neymar said.This 
year is a very important year, not only for 
Santos, but also for the Brazilian national 
team, as it's a World Cup year, and for me 
too," he added.

The comments come at a delicate phase of his 
career. Neymar returned to boyhood club 
Santos nearly 12 years after leaving for 

Barcelona, following an injury-plagued 
spell at Paris Saint-Germain and a brief stint 
at Saudi side Al Hilal. Santos have since 
extended his contract until December 2026, 
but questions around his long-term future 
continue to linger.

NEYMAR'S INJURY PROBLEMS
Fitness has been Neymar’s biggest opponent 

in recent years.Since January 2025, 
recurring injuries have significantly 
restricted his game time. He has featured in 
29 matches in that period, scoring 11 goals 
and providing five assists, but has spent 
close to 200 days on the sidelines. A serious 
knee issue, which required surgery, kept 
him out for an extended stretch and 
disrupted his rhythm once again.

He only recently returned to action after 
recovering from that setback. While flashes 
of quality remain, consistency has been hard 
to build with constant interruptions. At 34, 
the physical toll is evident, and it has 
inevitably led to conversations about how 
much longer he can compete at the highest 
level.Despite the setbacks, Neymar remains 
Brazil’s all-time leading scorer with 79 
goals in 128 appearances — a record that 
underlines his importance to the national 
side.

After Vinicius Jr., 
Fofana, Hannibal receive 

racial abuse after 
Chelsea-Burnley draw

Neymar hints at possible 
retirement at the end of 2026 

season: Living year to year

As India prepare to face South Africa 
in the T20 World Cup Super 8 in 
Ahmedabad, Sachin Tendulkar's 

career reminds us how one 
opponent shaped his journey 

through reunion, rivalry, scandal, 
accusation, redemption, and 

ultimate triumph.

T20 World Cup: It may be India vs South 
Africa in Ahmedabad on Sunday, February 
22, but the match will also feature two 
brothers on opposite camps. Albie and 
Morne Morkel open up about their 
backyard rivalry, job roles and more in a 
candid chat with the BCCI.

 

India vs South Africa: A cricket journey 
scripted as Tendulkar's travelogue
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From February 18, 2026, other 
Haryana government entities 
also contacted the bank 
regarding their accounts. In 
these cases too, discrepancies 
were found between the 
balances in the bank’s records 
and the figures shared by the 
entities.

New Delhi.(Agency) Jordon DeMay, a 17-year teen who took The legislation has a comprehensive 
his life in 2022  after being targeted in regulatory framework managed by an  Standing on the global AI platform in 
an online sextortion scam on Instagram. eSafety Commissioner. He lays down New Delhi ,  French Pres ident  
While Zuckerburg has apologized to safety rules for tech companies and Emmanuel Macron and Prime Minister 
parents,  and promised t ighter  holds rapid take-down powers when Narendra Modi both made fervent 
screening, a non-profit monitoring detecting harmful content or cyber appeals for the internet and social 
group, Fairplay, has found just about bullying. Most significantly, the law media being made a safe place for 
one of 5 screening tools on Instagram shifts the burden of implementing the children. Macron said France was 
are working effectively. ban from the parents to the operating working hard to ban social networks for 

companies.children under 15, along with others in  Australian trigger
Europe like Spain and Greece; and he  It is platforms such as Meta, TikTok, The dangers of uncontrolled access to the 
hoped India “would join the club.” Snapchat, Reddit and YouTube who internet on young minds, the sexual 

have to put systems in place to block off Mr Modi echoed Macron’s sentiments. exploi tat ion and other  onl ine 
minors. These companies also face “We must become more vigilant about harassment they face, the problem of 
huge deterrent fines up to $34 million in children’s safety. Just as a school digital addiction etc have come to the 
case of violations in implementing the syllabus is curated, the AI space must fore again after Australia, faced with a 
ban.be child-safe, and family guided,” the national crisis of children’s mental 

Indian Prime Minister said. health and safety of children, was the Though there is still to be a global 
first to ban social media for children consensus on the issue, Australia’s law Thousands of miles away in the U.S. the 
under 16.Australia’s Online Safety has acted as a catalyst. A clutch of spotlight is on mental health too of 
Amendment (Social Media Minimum countries are now moving fast to ensure millions of kids suffering from internet 
Age) Act 2024 went into effect on 10 safety controls. Denmark has passed addiction. A jury in Los Angeles is 
December, last year, forcing major legislation banning social media for currently hearing arguments against 
platforms to deactivate millions of under-16s, and is working to launch a Meta and its CEO, Mark Zuckerburg. 
underage accounts. age-verification app. The trial has highlighted cases such as 

IDFC First Bank flags Rs 590 crore suspected 
fraud at Chandigarh branch

India, US reschedule chief negotiators 
meeting on interim trade deal: Sources

SBI simplifies deceased claim process: How 
nominees and legal heirs can apply online

New Delhi.(Agency)
As foreign institutional investors (FIIs) continue to 

sell in the domestic markets, domestic 
institutional investors (DIIs) also continue to 
provide strong support, driven by robust cues, 
according to analysts. FIIs recorded net outflows 
of approximately Rs 7,000 crore in the cash 
market for the week ending February 20, amid 
volatile trading sessions marked by heavy selling 
on February 13 (Rs 7,395 crore outflow). 
“Despite this, Domestic Institutional Investors 
(DIIs) provided strong support with net inflows 
exceeding Rs 8,000 crore, highlighted by robust 
buying on February 13 and 16. Benchmark 
indices faced pressure, with Nifty closing around 
25,454 on February 19 after a 1.41 per cent drop, 
influenced by global tensions and sector-wide 
declines in IT, financials, and autos,” said Vinit 
Bolinjkar, Head of Research, Ventura.A partial 
rebound occurred on February 20, with Nifty 
nearing 25,600 amid selective buying. As the US 
Supreme Court struck down earlier broad 
“reciprocal” tariffs under IEEPA, for India, this 
effectively resets the interim US-India trade 

arrangement, limiting tariff exposure to 15 per 
cent for now. While this introduces short-term 
uncertainty for Indian exporters in sectors such as 
textiles, pharmaceuticals, gems, and machinery, 
the measure is considered less severe than 
previously proposed actions and leaves scope for 
continued negotiations, according to market 
watchers.President Donald Trump’s remarks 
about potentially invoking alternative legal 
routes to advance his tariff policy inject a layer of 
policy uncertainty too. Meanwhile, Sensex has 
recovered from the 82,000–82,500 region, 
closing positively and holding key channel 
supports. Immediate downside protection is seen 
at 82,000–81,800 in case volatility resurfaces, 
while upside resistance is positioned at 
83,500–84,000.“Looking ahead, markets may 
remain volatile with key supports at Nifty 25,300 
and resistance at 25,700; a sell-on-rise strategy is 
advisable until bullish confirmation emerges. 
Investors should monitor global cues and 
upcoming earnings for directional cues,” said 
experts.

BUSINESS

DIIs continue to provide strong 
support to markets driven by strong 

domestic cues

how the alleged fraud took place and accounts.The issue came to light when 
who was involved.The bank said it the bank received a request from a 
detected suspected unauthorised and Haryana government department to 
fraudulent activities at one of its close its account and transfer the funds 
Chandigarh branches in a regulatory to another bank. During this process, 
filing under Regulation 30 of the SEBI the bank noticed a mismatch between 
Listing Regulations. It added that the the amount mentioned in the request 

and the actual balance in the 
account.

From February 18, 2026, other 
Haryana government entities 
also contacted the bank regarding 
their accounts. In these cases too, 
discrepancies were found 
between the balances in the 
bank’s records and the figures 
shared by the entities.Based on a 
preliminary internal review, the New Delhi.(Agency)
bank said the issue appears Private sector lender IDFC First Bank has 

inc ident  may involve  cer ta in  limited to a specific group of Haryana reported a suspected fraud of around Rs 
employees along with other individuals government-linked accounts handled 590 crore at its Chandigarh branch, 
or entities.The bank said it has filed a through the Chandigarh branch. It raising serious concerns. The bank said 
complaint with the police and will fully clarified that other customers of the the irregularities may involve certain 
cooperate with investigating agencies. branch are not affected. The total employees along with accounts linked 
It has also sent recall requests to certain amount currently under reconciliation to the Haryana government. An internal 
beneficiary banks, asking them to place across the identified accounts is review has been initiated, and the 
a lien on balances in suspicious estimated to be around Rs 590 crore.matter is being examined to understand 

New Delhi.(Agency)
 India Inc delivered its strongest earnings performance 

in the past eight quarters in the third quarter of FY26, 
driven by broad-based sectoral growth and 
improving demand trends, a new report said on 
Sunday. The data compiled by Motilal Oswal 
Financial Services said that aggregate earnings of 
the Nifty 500 universe rose 19 per cent year-on-year 
in 3QFY26.Excluding financial stocks, earnings 
growth stood even higher at 23 per cent. If metals 
and oil &amp; gas companies are excluded, 
aggregate earnings stillgrew a healthy 15 per cent, 
showing strength across sectors. Sales growth also 
improved sharply. Aggregate sales of Nifty-500 
companies increased 11 per cent year-on-year, 
marking the highest growth in the last 11 
quarters.During the quarter, total sales stood at 
around Rs 36 lakh crore, while EBITDA and 
adjusted profit after tax came in at about Rs 8 lakh 
crore and Rs 4 lakh crore, respectively. The report 
highlighted that commodities were at the forefront 
of earnings growth. The oil &amp; gas sector 
recorded a 38 per cent jump in profits, while metals 
saw 34 per cent growth on a softer base.Public sector 
banks posted 18 per cent growth, and NBFC lending 
companies reported a 19 per cent rise in profits. The 
automobile sector, excluding tractors and passenger 
vehicles, saw profit growth of 27 per cent, supported 
by festive demand and the impact of GST rate cuts. 
Capital goods companies reported 24 per cent 
earnings growth, backed by strong order inflows and 
government spending in power transmission, 
defence and renewable energy.The cement sector 
also staged a strong comeback, reporting 46 per cent 
growth in profits after several weak quarters. 
Demand recovery of around 7–8 per cent helped 
boost performance. The telecom sector more than 
doubled its profits to Rs 31 billion during the quarter.

Mid- and small-cap companies outperformed during 
the quarter. Earnings of the Nifty Midcap-150 
companies grew 20 per cent year-on-year, while 
Smallcap-250 companies posted 26 per cent growth 
on a softer base. In comparison, earnings of Nifty-
100 companies rose 18 per cent.

New Delhi.(Agency)

 The Reserve Bank of India has developed a high 
security data center in Bhubaneswar, in a move to 
safeguard critical financial systems and ensuring 
the continuity of its core operations. The location 
was chosen to minimise exposure to cross-border 
threats and seismic risks.The new greenfield 
facility, spread across 18.55 acres at Info Valley-
II, Khordha, will host the central bank’s core 
computing infrastructure, supporting currency 
management, payment and settlement systems, 
and regulatory data functions, officials 
said."When RBI began work on its 18.55-acre 
campus at Info Valley-II, Khordha in 2023, few 
questioned the location. Beyond logistical and 
operational considerations, strategic factors are 
likely to have weighed on decision-makers," an 
analyst was cited by  as saying.According to the 
analyst, the site lies far from India’s western and 
northern borders, reducing vulnerability to 
missile or drone attacks. It also avoids the 
country’s high seismic risk zones, that reduces 
risk of damage due to any earthquake activity. He 
further added that the location helps to 
"strengthen the safety and continuity framework 
for infrastructure that underpins critical financial 
systems.

Aussie internet safety law triggers cleanup

Nifty-500 clocks highest 
earnings growth in 8 
quarters

SBI has made the deceased claim 

settlement process easier and more 

straightforward, with updated 

guidelines, online application 

options and a clear list of  

documents required. This guide 

explains how the process works and 

what you need to know.

This includes savings accounts, fixed the reference number for tracking. Ensure that all documents are valid, legible 
deposits, recurring deposits and other SBI You may receive communication from the and properly certified where required. 
account types.SBI has revised its claim bank if any additional verification is Incomplete documentation could delay 
settlement rules to make it more efficient needed.The online option is particularly claim settlement.
and less burdensome for families who How the Claim Is Processed
must handle the financial affairs of a Once the bank receives your application 
loved one. and documents:SBI will verify the 

Who Can Apply? death certificate and check the 
The following people can apply for the nomination details in its records.

deceased claim settlement:Nominees If there is a registered nominee, the claim 
registered with the bank account will usually be processed faster.

Legal heirs when there is no nominee If there is no nominee, the bank may 
Executors or administrators of the estate request a legal heir certificate or New Delhi.(Agency)

as per legal documentationThe bank succession certificate to determine  If you have a savings or deposit account 
will verify the relationship and eligibility.with State Bank of India and the account 
documentation before releasing funds. After verification, the bank will credit the holder has passed away, you may be usefu l  dur ing  pandemic- re la ted  

How to Apply Online claim amount directly into the claimant’s eligible to claim the funds in that account. restrictions and reduces paperwork.
SBI has introduced an online application bank account or issue a payment as per SBI has made the deceased claim Documents RequiredTo process a deceased 

facility that allows nominees and legal bank policy.The timeline can vary based settlement process easier and more claim, you will generally need:Death 
heirs to file the claim without visiting a on document verification and whether straightforward, with updated guidelines, certificate of the account holder issued by 
branch physically. Here’s how it works: nominations or legal heir certificates are online application options and a clear list appropriate authorities)

Visit the official SBI website and navigate involved.of documents required. This guide Account passbook or account details
to the deceased claim section. Important Things to Keep in Mindexplains how the process works and what Nominee’s ID proof and address proof

Fill out the online form with details of the Make sure the nominee details are up-to-you need to know.A deceased claim refers Legal heir certificate or succession 
deceased account holder and your date on your own accounts to avoid delays to the process by which the legal heirs or certificate (if no nominee is on record)
relationship to them.Upload scanned for your family later.If there is no nominees of an account holder who has Executor/administrator documents (if the 
copies of required documents (listed nominee, be prepared to provide legal heir died can withdraw the remaining balance estate is being handled legally)
below).Submit the application and note documentation.from the deceased person’s bank account. 

Deep-tech startups seek 
more than a summit to 
flourish in India

Copper prices have risen sharply this year due to supply disruptions at key global mines and strong demand from sectors such as electrification, renewable energy and artificial intelligence-led infrastructure.

RBI’s new data centre far 
from seismic risks and 
cross-border threats — 
where is it

CHENNAI.(Agency)
 India’s technology companies showcased a range of 

innovations at the India AI Impact Summit in New 
Delhi, but deep-tech founders, venture capitalists and 
policy experts say that events alone are not enough to 
help the sector scale. They are calling for stronger 
financing mechanisms, better market access and 
long-term policy clarity to unlock growth.

Following the Union Budget 2026, the Centre 
acknowledged that deep-tech firms require longer 
gestation periods by increasing the revenue 
eligibility threshold to Rs 300 crore and extending 
the incorporation window to 20 years. However, 
stakeholders argue that more structural reforms are 
needed.Tamil Nadu remains the only state to roll out 
a dedicated deep-tech startup policy. While the 
Centre’s National Deep Tech Policy is still under 
consideration, Karnataka has launched the 
ELEVATE Programme under Mission Startup 
Karnataka to promote innovation-led enterprises.

Industry leaders are urging the government to act as an 
anchor customer.Dr Ajai Chowdhry, Co-founder of 
HCL and Chairman of the Mission Governing Board 
of the National Quantum Mission, said the 
government should provide higher-value financing 
of at least Rs 10–20 crore per innovation, along with 
patient capital."Innovation takes time to show 
results. Often, one round of funding is not enough," 
he said.He pointed to the US Defence Advanced 
Research Projects Agency (DARPA) as an example 
of how public procurement can drive deep-tech 
innovation. While India’s Innovations for Defence 
Excellence (iDEX) initiative follows a similar 
model, Chowdhry noted that contract approvals 
often take up to a year. He also observed that Tamil 
Nadu’s Rs 100 crore allocation for 100 startups 
translates to just Rs 1 crore per firm, which may be 
inadequate.

The Indian team was earlier scheduled 
to start the three-day meeting on 
February 23 in the US. Joint Secretary in 
the Commerce Ministry, Darpan Jain, is 
the chief negotiator of India for this 
agreement.

nations around the world were illegal and 
that the president had exceeded his 
authority when he imposed the sweeping 
levies by using the International 
Emergency Economic Powers Act 
(IEEPA) of 1977.

The US had imposed a 25 per cent 
reciprocal tariff on India in August 2025. 
Later, an additional 25 per cent duty was 
imposed for buying Russian crude oil, 
taking the total tariffs on India to 50 per 

New Delhi.(Agency) cent.India and the US, earlier this month, 
India and the US have decided to agreed on a framework to finalise an 

reschedule the proposed meeting of their interim trade deal, under which 
chief negotiators, supposed to be held in Washington will cut down the tariffs to 18 
Washington from Monday, to finalise the per cent. So far, the punitive 25 per cent 
text for the interim trade pact, sources has been removed. The remaining 25 per 
said on Sunday.The Indian team was be scheduled after each side has had the a 10 per cent tariff on all countries, cent exists.Following the Supreme Court 
scheduled to start the three-day meeting time to evaluate the latest developments including India, from February 24 for ruling, Trump has again announced 
on February 23 in the US. Joint Secretary and their implications. The meeting will 150 days after the court verdict.US hiking these tariffs to 15 per cent. This 
in the Commerce Ministry, Darpan Jain, be rescheduled at a mutually convenient President Donald Trump on Saturday levy, if notified, will be over and above 
is the chief negotiator of India for this date," the Commerce Ministry sources announced raising tariffs on all countries the existing MFN or import duties in the 
agreement."With regards to the visit of said.The development is important to 15 per cent from 10 per cent announced US.For instance, if a product faces a 5 per 
the Indian team of negotiators to the US following the US Supreme Court's a day earlier.In a major setback to cent MFN duty, an additional 15 per cent 
for the India-US trade deal, the two sides verdict against sweeping import tariffs Trump's pivotal economic agenda in his will be imposed, taking the effective duty 
are of the view that the proposed visit of imposed by the Trump administration on second term, the US Supreme Court ruled to 20 per cent. Earlier, this was 5 plus 25 
the Indian Chief Negotiator and the team trade partners. Trump on Friday imposed that the tariffs imposed by Trump on per cent.
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Health

benefits of curry

 leaves
Curry leaves help your blood sugar levels 

by affecting the insulin activity of the body 

and reduces ones blood sugar levels. Also 

the type and amount of fiber contained 

within the leaves play a significant role in 

lowering blood sugar levels. So, if you 

Kadi patta or curry leaves is a staple in Indian 

dishes. 
Commonly used as seasoning, this leaf adds a 

special flavour to every dish. But there is 

more to the humble curry leaf than simply 

flavour. Packed with carbohydrates, fiber, 

calcium, phosphorous, irons and vitamins 

like vitamin C, vitamin A, vitamin B, vitamin 

E, curry leaves help your heart function 

better, fights infections and can enliven your 

hair and skin with vitality. Here are few 

health benefits of kadi patta.

Helps keep anaemia at bay
Curry leaves are a rich source of iron and folic 

acid. Folic acid is mainly responsible for 

carrying and helping the body absorb iron, 

and since kadi patta is a rich source of both 

the compounds it is your one-stop natural 

remedy to beat anaemia.

Fights diabetes
Not only does kadi patta help lower the blood 

sugar levels, but also keeps in check for a few 

days after the administration of curry leaves. 

suffer from diabetes, kadi patta is the best 

natural method to keeping your blood sugar 

levels in check.

Improves digestion
Curry leaves is known to help improve 

digestion and alter the way your body absorbs 

Are you
 geared up 

right for the 

Gym?

People feverishly discuss fitness tips, how 
much they can lift, and their cardio time at 
the gym, but seldom do they talk about 
fitness gear. There is much debate about 
whether people should wear whatever they 
find handy and head to the gym, or if they 
should dress up when they work out. BT 
speaks to fashion and fitness experts to 
know how important it is to wear the right 
gear while working out.

What you wear to the gym should not 
distract others working out with you, and 
should be functional rather than 
fashionable. Fitness expert Leena Mogre 

says, "Always go for dry-fit clothing that 
absorbs sweat, like T-shirts and track pants. 
Carry your shoes in your bag and change 
into them at the gym, as walking in those 
shoes before hitting the gym is unhygienic. 
A sports bra is a must for women and they 
should always tie their hair if it's long." She 
adds that a deodorant is the "most 
important thing to have at the gym."

What you wear also sets your mood for 
exercise, so choose your clothes carefully, 
says fitness expert Wanitha Ashok, "Wear 

Dress functional, not 
fashionable

Get into the mood

People often don't 

realize the 

importance of the 

right kind of gym 

gear while 

working out. We 

speak to experts 

to know how 

important it is.

something that is comfortable, hugs your 
body and gives you a range of emotions. 
Wearing colourful clothes to the gym also 
sets your mood for exercise and 
motivates you," says Wanitha, adding, 
"Some women wear salwar kameez to 
hide their fat and that's not good."

When working out, it is important to wear 
something that allows your skin to 
breathe. Celebrity fitness expert Rujuta 
Diwekar says, "Opt for comfortable 
cotton gear as it is much more important 
than wearing something that is in vogue. 
Wear whatever makes you comfortable 
and avoid sporting anything that restricts 
blood circulation."

Entertainment 
profess ional  
Rohit Barker, a 
f i t n e s s  
enthusiast who 
h a s  b e e n  
working out 
for years, says, 
"Wearing the 
right workout 
g e a r  i s  
important to 

avoid basic injuries. The stuff I wear 
might not necessarily be fashionable, but 
it's comfortable. Guys' workouts are 
always hard and heavy, so they need to 
wear tight underwear, or there are 
chances of them getting a hernia. Avoid 
working out barefoot or in floaters as 
wearing the right kind of shoes saves one 
from a lot of injuries." Model Zachariah 
Sujith Sebastian adds, "Wearing the right 
gear also enhances your performance as it 
is specifically engineered to tolerate 
high-impact wear and tear."

Let your skin breathe

A v o i d  
injury

The truth about lemon-honey-

water concoction

Learn why most people drink this 
mixture every morning
Most of us drink the warm water 
mixed with honey and lemon juice 
concoction every morning to help 
reduce weight. Here's what all this 
magical mix does for your body and 
why you should drink it, if you're not 
already!
Helps cleanse the liver - Liver is 
the main organ which helps in 

purification of the body. This mix, 
helps keep the liver pure and toxin free. 
The liver is mainly responsible for 
producing protein and maintaining 
digestion process, so it is essential that 
the liver is kept pure and functioning 
well also.
Helps weight loss - This mix helps 
cleanse the liver which in turn removes 
the toxins from the body. Since the 
body is now free of toxins, metabolism 
gets boosted and the body starts 
functioning much better.
Vi tamins  and  minera ls  -  
Consuming the concoction every 
morning kick starts your system by 
providing it with a boost of essential 
vitamins and minerals first thing in the 
morning. The drink is a heady mix of 
vitamin C, vitamin B, magnesium, 
calcium and phosphorous.
So serve your body a cocktail of 
nutrients and energy early morning by 
drinking this popular mixture!

Gain weight the healthy way!
We tell you how to gain weight the healthy 
way
While you must have seen realms of print 
being wasted on telling people how to lose 
those extra inches and burn those 
cumbersome calories, there is also a section 
of people who, hold your breath, actually 
find it tough to put on weight! Are you one 
of those? While you're probably the envy of 
family and friends, trying to pile on a few 

pounds is not as easy it is made out to be. At 
least not for everyone. When it seems that 
all those juicy cheeseburgers and chocolate 
bars are not helping you gain even an ounce, 
you know you need to do something more to 
get meat on your bones. Because of the high 
prevalence of obesity and weight problems 
in our culture, more emphasis is laid on 
loosing weight than gaining weight. People 
who are too skinny need not fret. Here are 
some tips to gain weight the healthy way:

Calories:
Our bodies have a need for a set number of 

calories each day. This need is based on your 
age, gender, height, weight, and activity level. 
In order to gain weight, you will need to take 
in more calories than your body needs to 
maintain your current weight. You can find 
out what your needs are by visiting a dietician 
or nutritionist. Find out a diet that is healthy as 
well as rich in calories. You don't want to gain 
weight by harming your body.

Nutrients
There are six essential nutrients that 
our bodies need to function — 
proteins, carbohydrates, fat, vitamins, 
minerals, and water. Each of these 
nutrients has its own function and is 
needed in different amounts. The way 
to get them in the right proportion is 
through the foods that we eat, and in 
some cases, by the supplements that 
we take. Your goal for gaining weight 
will be to eat a well-balanced diet in 
order to get all of these nutrients in.

Frequency:
It may be helpful to eat every couple of 
hours in order to get enough food and 
calories in. Set a timer on your cell 
phone or put it in your appointment 
book to remind you to eat. Eat smaller 
meals every few hours instead of just 
three large meals a day.

Supplements:
If you don't get enough calories just from your 
food, you can consider using supplements in 
between meals. However, always check with 
an expert beforehand. You don't want to 
consume something that is wrong for your 
body.
Weight Lifting:
Nothing builds muscle like weight lifting. If 
you are unsure of what to do, work with a 
trainer to set up a program that fits your 
schedule and needs. 

fat, thereby helping you lose weight. Since 

weight gain is one of the leading causes of 

diabetes, kadi patta treats the problem right 

at the root.

Lowers cholesterol
Many research shows that curry leaves 

have properties that can help in lowering 

one's blood cholesterol levels. Packed with 

antioxidants, curry leaves prevent the 

oxidation of cholesterol that forms LDL 

cholesterol (bad cholesterol). This in turn 

helps in increasing the amount of good 

cholesterol (HDL) and protects your body 

from conditions like heart disease and 

atherosclerosis.

Prevents greying of hair
Kadi patta has always been known to 

help in preventing greying of the hair. It 

is also very effective in treating damaged 

hair, adding bounce to limp hair, 

strengthening the shaft of thin hair, hair 

fall and treats dandruff. The best part 

about this benefit is that you can either 

choose to eat the curry leaves to help 

with your hair woes or apply it to your 

scalp as a remedy.
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