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The Sikh Times
Chandigarh, February 20: The Governor of

Punjab, Shri Gulab Chand Kataria, on Friday for-
mally suggested the inclusion of the state's bor-
der blocks under NITI Aayog’s Aspirational
Districts and Aspirational Blocks Programmes.
This proposal comes as a strategic response to
the discontinuation of the Border Area
Development programme, with the Governor
emphasizing that these blocks require a robust
framework to ensure they are not left behind in
the nation’s developmental journey.  Presiding
over the ‘Sampooranta Abhiyaan Samman
Samaroh’ organised to recognize the outstand-
ing achievements of districts and blocks under
NITI Aayog’s Aspirational Districts and
Aspirational Blocks Programmes, Punjab
Governor said that the government can leverage
targeted transformation and convergence-based
action to fill the void left by previous funding
structures by integrating these border area
blocks into the Aspirational framework. The
Governor lauded the collaborative governance
that has turned development into a mass move-

ment in Punjab. He emphasized that these pro-
grammes represent a bold shift from incremen-
tal progress to targeted transformation and
from isolated schemes to convergence-based
action. He said that true development is not
measured by the progress of the fastest, but
by the upliftment of the weakest. In his
keynote address, Rohit Kumar, Additional
Secretary, Government of India and Mission
Director of Aspirational Districts and
Aspirational Blocks Programmes at NITI
Aayog, highlighted that the programme's
success hinges on the three Cs: conver-
gence, collaboration, and competition. He
explained that the core objective is to trans-
form Aspirational Districts and Blocks into
inspirational models. He expressed satisfaction
that within a short span, numerous districts and
blocks across the country have not only sur-
passed national and state averages but have also
set new benchmarks. He attributed this success
to collective teamwork and collaboration, and
assured that he would present the state's propos-
al to include border villages in the programme
during the NITI Aayog meeting. In her welcome

address, Additional Chief Secretary Planning
Jaspreet Talwar highlighted Punjab's participa-

tion, mentioning that this programme covers two
Aspirational Districts, Ferozepur and Moga, and
ten blocks across seven districts. She highlight-
ed that Ferozepur and Moga's good perform-
ance under the programme has made them eli-
gible for performance-based incentive grants.
She also appealed the NITI Aayog to include bor-
der blocks of the state under this programme.
The ceremony honoured both current and for-

mer District Collectors for their leadership in
driving these initiatives. Among the current offi-
cers, Deputy Commissioner Ferozepur
Deepshikha Sharma and Deputy Commissioner
Jalandhar Himanshu Aggarwal received Cooper
Medals; while Deputy Commissioner Moga
Sagar Setia and Deputy Commissioner
Kapurthala Amit Kumar Panchal were awarded
Bronze Medals. Former DCs including
Kulwant Singh (Moga), Vishesh Sarangal
(Moga), and Rajesh Dhiman (Ferozepur) were
also recognized for their contributions with
certificates and awards. Prominent amongst
others ACS Dhirendra Kumar Tiwari, ACS
Tejveer Singh, Principal Secretary, Rahul
Bandari, Principal Secretary to Governer
Punjab V.P Singh, Administrative Secretary
GurkiratKirpal Singh, Administrative
Secretary Varun Roojam, Administrative
Secretary  Ghanshyam Thori, Administrative
Secretary Arshdeep Singh Thind, Director
Panchayti Raj, GOI Vipul Ujwal,  Deputy
Commissioner Sangrur Rahul Chaba and DC
Amritsar Dalwinderjit Singh were also present
on the occasion.

Punjab Governor Gulab Chand Kataria Advocates Inclusion
of State’s Border Villages in NITI Aayog Programmes



Noida.(Agency)
UP govt has told the National Green 

Tribunal (NGT) that farmhouse owners 
seeking compensation for damage caused 
during the July 2023 Yamuna floods had 
encroached upon the floodplain and had 
been served eviction notices more than a 
year before the deluge.Submitting details 
of the river's floodplain demarcation, the 
state said the applicants, who own 
farmhouses and fields along the Yamuna 
in Gautam Budh Nagar, had raised 
unauthorised constructions on the river's 
floodplain despite a clear prohibition by 
the Noida Authority.Notices warning 
against construction in the notified area 
were issued on June 8, 2022, the state govt 
counsel told the principal bench of the 
tribunal, which was examining a 
compensation claim submitted by Suman 
Chauhan, Manoj Singh and Dinesh 
Kumar Tyagi claiming that over 50 land 
owners were affected by the flood. The 
three had moved the tribunal in 2023, 
seeking compensation for damage to their 

houses and agricultural land.The 
applicants argued that the flooding was 
not a natural disaster but the result of 
h u m a n  a c t i o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  s i l t  
accumulation that narrowed the river 
channel, faulty flood regulation and the 
failure to strengthen embankments 
between the river and nearby villages. 
They sought compensation under the 
principle of "no-fault liability", citing 
earlier tribunal orders in similar cases.

The state govt, UP irrigation department, 
Dedicated Freight Corridor Corporation 
of India Limited, Noida district magistrate 
and Noida Authority, all respondents in 
the case, had contested the claim, 
maintaining that the floods were a natural 
event that was worsened by widespread 
encroachment on the floodplain. Officials 
told the tribunal that those seeking 
compensation were themselves in 
violation of environmental and land-use 
norms.In an affidavit, the executive 
engineer of the irrigation and water 
resources department informed the 

tribunal that the Yamuna's floodplain had 
been formally demarcated and notified on 
Dec 21, 2024. The demarcation covered 
critical stretches of the river, including 
areas from Asgarpur to Etawah and from 
Shahpur to Prayagraj, based on a 100-year 
flood return period and one-metre contour 
data.According to the affidavit, the 
Central Water Commission provided 
geographical coordinates for the 
floodplain passing through Noida. These 
coordinates were verified on the ground, 
after which demarcation pillars were 
installed to physically mark the floodplain 
limits. Photographs of the pillars were 
also placed on record before the tribunal.

Counsel representing the authorities said 
action had been initiated against the 
applicants for raising unauthorised 
farmhouses, prompting them to approach 
the high court. While the applicants 
claimed they were only cultivating 
farmland with temporary structures, the 
authorities disputed this, describing the 
constructions as illegal and permanent.

Rera orders s 41L compensation to buyers 
for delay in flat handover in Gurgaon

UP to NGT: Applicants seeking Yamuna flood aid are encroachers

Ghost admissions, fake records: Gurgaon 
hospital busted for insurance scam, 3 arrested

Gurgaon.(Agency)
 Three days after a fire and a series of 

explosions in Faridabad left 37 people 
injured, two people, including the son of 
one of the owners of the workshops, died 
on Thursday.Abhishek Monga (32) and 
his father Vijay, owner of Kalkaji 
Lubricants, had suffered serious injuries 
in the fire that took place at two 
workshops in the Mujesar industrial area 
on Monday. Abhishek died of injuries at 
3.20am at Safdarjung Hospital. Vijay is 
also undergoing treatment in the same 
hospital.Police said another person, 
Pradeep (30), died at 1.30pm at the said 
hospital. Both the deceased were initially 
admitted to Fortis Hospital in Faridabad 
but were referred to Delhi due to critical 
injuries. Police could not clarify if 
Pradeep was among the onlookers or a 
factory worker.An administrative officer 
said both of them were among the eight 
patients who were referred to Safdarjung 
and AIIMS hospitals by creating a green 
corridor on Monday night.Faridabad 
police spokesperson Yashpal Yadav said 
police and the administration are keeping 
a close watch on all the victims. At least 
25 people who sustained burns after a 
blast inside the steel factory were 
onlookers.Preliminary findings revealed 
that the incident began at Shiv Steel 
Company, where a machine used for 
cutting steel caught fire while it was still 
operating. The owner of Shiv Steel 
Company, Nikhil Monga, was also 
among those injured, besides two 
firemen and three cops.As workers and 
first responders tried to contain the 
flames and pull people out, the fire 
spread to an adjacent unit, Kalkaji 
Lubricants, where highly inflammable 
chemical drums were stored without any 
cover, setting off a series of explosions.

A senior fire officer said the department 
received the first distress call around 
4.30pm. A team from NIT fire station 
reached within minutes, while two 
policemen on an emergency response 
vehicle also arrived at the spot.The fire 
team, including Ranveer and Bhavi 
Chand, along with driver Gopal, led the 
initial response. 

DEHLI/NCR

Roads under water; trees & poles 
uprooted: Cities on knees again

Noida/Ghaziabad. The showers that started Friday 
and continued on Sunday has led to heavy 
waterlogging in Noida and Ghaziabad.

A park for children in Noida Sector 51 has turned into 
a shallow pool, while parks and green belts in 
sectors 119, 12, 30, 120, etc., also remained out of 
bounds due to flooding.Low-lying areas, like 
Botanical Garden Metro station in Noida and Jagat 
Farm Market in Greater Noida, are under at least 
two feet of water. Meanwhile, residents reported 
flooded roads and basements in Noida sectors 22, 
30, 36, 51, 62, 71, 104, 105, 72, 117, 122, 99, 
etc.The picture is similar in Ghaziabad, with Abhay 
Khand, Loni, and Muradnagar facing waterlogging.

Late on Sunday, following reports of 12 people stuck 
in Tronica City due to heavy waterlogging, a team 
of Ghaziabad NDRF carried out a rescue operation. 
Considering a warning of heavy rain ahead, NDRF 
teams are on high alert for emergency response in 
Noida and Ghaziabad.Residents blamed the 
authorities for not taking adequate measures to 
check flooding.“The Noida Authority failed to 
prepare for the monsoon in advance. All its claims 
have fallen flat. In Sector 51, people are wading 
through one-and-a-half feet to two feet of water. 
The Sunday showers also left houses and basements 
flooded.

News box

Can Government Land Be Sold 
on Forged Power of  Attorney in 

the Heart of  Delhi ?
We request the Hon’ble Prime Minister Shri Narendra 

Modi Ji to order strict action in national interest against 
the property dealers, land mafia, and builder lobby who 
sold government land.There is strong documentary 
evidence available with the registrar office, with notary 
officers, and with the flat owners constructed on 
government land.

I hope that the Hon’ble Prime Minister Shri Narendra 
Modi Ji will issue firm directions for concrete action to 
the Hon’ble Lieutenant Governor of Delhi, to the Delhi 
Police Commissioner, to the Hon’ble Chief Minister 
Smt. Rekha Gupta Ji, and to all ministers of the Delhi 
Government.This matter concerns the rule of law, 
protection of government property, and the faith of 
innocent citizens who may have been misled through 
forged documents.Strict and immediate action is the 
need of the hour.

Gurgaon.(Agency)
   Haryana Real Estate Regulatory Authority 

(HRera) has ordered developers to pay a 
compensation amounting to Rs 41 lakh to 
buyers for delay in handing over an 
apartment in Sector 86.While the 
apartment had been booked in 2015, the 
possession was offered to the buyers by 
2018.On Feb 11, the adjudicating officer 
of HRera (Gurgaon) directed developers 
Microtek Infrastructures Pvt Ltd and 
Deepanshu Projects Pvt Ltd to pay the 
amount to allottees Mridula Parti, who is 
an NRI, and her brother Partha Sarathi De 
over an eight-year delay in handing over 
the apartment in the Greenburg project.

The order awarded approximately Rs 40 
lakh towards loss of appreciation, Rs 1 
lakh towards mental inconvenience and 
Rs 50,000 as litigation costs. Interest at 
10.85% per annum has also been directed 
from the date of the order until payment. 
Certain other claims were not allowed due 
to lack of supporting documents or 
overlap with relief already granted.

According to the order, the allottees had 
booked a 1,480 sq ft apartment (Unit J-
602, 6th floor) in May 2015 for around Rs 
1 crore. They paid over Rs 40 lakh 
towards the unit.Project advertisements 
had indicated possession by Jan 1, 2017. 
However, a conditional occupation 
certificate (OC) was issued in July 2017 
and possession was offered in July 2018. 
The order noted that electricity meters 
were installed only in Aug 2018, affecting 

the  apar tment ' s  r ead iness  fo r  
occupation.

In an earlier proceeding before HRera, the 
authority had directed a refund of the 
deposited amount after certain 
d e d u c t i o n s  a l o n g  w i t h  
interest.Subsequently, the allottees 
approached the adjudicating officer 
seeking compensation in relation to the 
delay and its impact.After examining 
the submissions and records, the 
adjudicating officer observed that the 
apartment was not delivered in a fully 
completed and ready-to-occupy 
condition within the committed 

timeline.Referring to provisions of the 
R e a l  E s t a t e  ( R e g u l a t i o n  a n d  
Development) Act, 2016, the officer held 
that allottees are entitled to compensation 
where delivery of possession is delayed 
beyond the agreed period.The developers 
had submitted that delays were linked to 
regulatory approvals and that the project 
had been completed. The adjudicating 
officer considered the overall timeline 
and availability of essential services while 

Gurgaon.(Agency)
 Everything was a sham at this private 

hospital — ghost admissions, forged lab 
reports and fabricated treatment bills.

On Wednesday, Galaxy One Hospital in 
New Palam Vihar, which generated fake 
insurance claims through them, ran out 
of luck, when three staffers were 
arrested in a crackdown. The hospital, 
located in Nihal Colony, would siphon 
off money from nearly 25 insurance 
companies.The chief minister's flying 
squad and local police unearthed the 
racket, which involved hospital staffers 
and fake patients splitting insurance 
payouts. The operation revealed a 
systematic paper admission scheme.

"The fraud was committed with both govt 
and private insurance companies — 
60% of their insurance claims were 
cleared," ACP (West) Abhilaksh Joshi 
said. According to the investigations, the 
hospital admitted individuals to its in-
patient department on paper only, 

without any actual medical treatment 
taking place."Authorities are currently 
scanning digital records and bank 
s t a t e m e n t s  t o  i d e n t i f y  o t h e r  
conspirators, including the fake 
p a t i e n t s  a n d  s e n i o r  h o s p i t a l  
management involved in the payout 
chin," a police officer said.Those 
arrested include Sapna and Varsha, 
both local residents, and Gaurav of 
Rajasthan for their alleged roles as 
accomplices. A case has been registered 
under sections 318(4) (cheating), 
336(3) (forgery), 338 (forgery of 
valuable securities) and 340 (using a 
forged document or electronic record as 
genuine) of BNS at the Bajghera police 
station.The investigation into the 
facility began with a preliminary raid in 
May 2025, where authorities first 
noticed irregularities, including a doctor 
who falsely claimed to have an MD 
degree. Following a formal complaint 
filed by the CM flying squad at Bajghera 

police station on Feb 14, a specialised 
team was formed under DCP (West) 
Karan Goyal and led by ACP Joshi.The 
search operation, which included cyber 

experts and drug control officers, 
yielded 56 fake insurance files 
containing detailed records for patients 
who were never actually admitted. 
Police officials said "medical records 
and lab reports were manufactured" to 
obtain insurance money, which was then 

shared between the hospital officials and 
the beneficiaries, who lent their names 
to the files.ACP Joshi said that the fraud 
was estimated to be around Rs 1 crore. 

"In each case, we found a fraud of Rs 
60-70,000. When we raided the 
hospital, we observed that the hospital 
didn't have many patients admitted 
there and the handwriting of the 
patient documents in all the files was 
almost the same. When we confronted 
the staffers, they disclosed the crime," 
Joshi said.Authorities also seized a 
cache of forged lab reports, pharmacy 
bills and treatment charts used to 
substantiate the claims. A secondary 
search at Labswell diagnostic centre in 

Dayanand Colony revealed that the 
facility provided the fake diagnostic 
reports used in the hospital's files. The 
ACP added that police were conducting 
a detailed investigation pertaining to the 
financial trail and checking the role of 
others involved in the organised crime.

Faridabad factory fire: 
Workshop owner’s son among 

two dead

Surajkund effect: Panel wants 
multi-tier checks for big events

Noida.(Agency)
An additional sessions court on Thursday granted 

anticipatory bail to Lotus Greens founder Nirmal Singh, 
who is named in an FIR in connection with the death of 
software engineer Yuvraj Mehta in a waterlogged pit in 
Sector 150 on Jan 17.Singh had been untraceable since 
Jan 23, when a non-bailable warrant was issued against 
him. His lawyers told the court the FIR and investigation 
material did not disclose any cognisable offence against 
him, and that arrests should not be used routinely.

Singh faces allegations under the Environment Protection 
Act, 1986, the Water (Prevention and Control of 
Pollution) Act, 1974, and BNS sections 290 (negligence 
in building construction or demolition), 270 (public 
nuisance) and 125 (negligence endangering human life).

Granting relief, judge Atul Srivastava said that considering 
"the facts and circumstances, the nature of accusations, 
the punishment prescribed, the absence of prima facie 
involvement, and that no recovery is to be made from the 
applicant", it was a fit case to extend the "protective 
umbrella of anticipatory bail".The judge ordered that 
Singh must not "directly or indirectly" induce or threaten 
anyone connected with the case to stop them from 
disclosing facts to the court. It also restricted foreign 
travel without permission. In the event of arrest, Singh is 
to be released on a personal bond of Rs 30,000 with two 
sureties of the same amount.Singh's counsel argued that 
employees of M/s Lotus Green Constructions Private 
Limited were "illegally implicated and arrested" but later 
granted bail."The investigating officer was extensively 
examined by the CJM court, with no satisfactory material 
emerging to show involvement," the lawyer said.

Cracker sparks burn down 3 shops, 6 bikes

Gurgaon.(Agency)
The Haryana Human Rights 

Commission said technical 
c e r t i f i c a t i o n  b y  a  
multidisciplinary committee, 
comprising structural engineers, 
electrical safety experts, and 
o f f i c i a l s  f r o m  d i s a s t e r  
management, fire services and 
pol ice ,  should  be  made  
mandatory for all major events 
expected to draw large public 
gatherings.The commission 
took suo motu cognisance of the 
Feb 7 swing crash at the 
Surajkund International Crafts 
Mela that left 13 people injured 
and police inspector Jagdish 
Prasad dead, flagging glaring 
"systematic lapses" in the 
structural safety of amusement 
rides, entry gates and stalls at the 
venue.

Around 19 people were on the 
electrical swing, locally called 
‘tsunami ride', when it became 
unhinged suddenly, tilted mid-
air and crashed to the ground. 
Prasad (58), who was deployed 
on duty at the fair, lost his life 
while attempting to rescue those 
trapped in the ride. Twelve 

o thers ,  inc luding  pol ice  
personnel and civilians, were 
injured in the incident.

Haryana Police constituted a 
Special Investigation Team 
(SIT) to conduct a detailed 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n t o  t h e  
circumstances that led to the 
c o l l a p s e .  T h e  d i s t r i c t  
administration also set up a 
separate ADC-level inquiry 
committee to examine the 
technical and mechanical 
aspects of the accident.On 
Thursday, a full bench of 
chairperson Justice Lalit Batra 
and members Kuldip Jain and 
D e e p  B h a t i a  i n i t i a t e d  
proceedings and sought detailed 
reports from Faridabad deputy 
commissioner, DGP, heritage 
and tourism department, chief 
e l ec t r i ca l  inspec to r  and  
Surajkund Mela Authority.

HHRC assistant registrar Puneet 
Arora said the officials have 
been directed to submit a 
comprehensive report within 
four weeks, including the 
f ind ings  o f  the  inqu i ry  
committee probing the swing 
collapse, the status of the FIR, 

and action taken against those 
responsible. The matter would 
be next heard on April 7.

Observing that the Surajkund fair 
was a globally renowned 
festival that celebrated India's 
heritage, crafts, and folk 
traditions, the bench said it was 
important that it upheld core 
human rights values, including 
dignity, safety, and inclusivity.It 
flagged the absence of evidence 
that a competent technical 
committee had conducted 
tho rough  s t ruc tu ra l  and  
electrical inspections before the 
fair was inaugurated and termed 
it a "serious administrative 
lapse".

It also noted there was inadequate 
deployment of emergency 
response teams, medical units 
and disaster-management  
mechanisms, and pointed to 
uneven pathways that posed 
risks to senior citizens, children 
and persons with disabilities. 
The panel stressed the need for 
level, safe and disability-
friendly pathways across 
venues, and for clearly marked, 
obstruction-free evacuation 

routes to ensure quick and safe 
m o v e m e n t  d u r i n g  
emergencies.It directed the 
deployment  of  adequate  
emergency infrastructure, 
including ambulances, fire 
tenders, first-aid centres and 
trained rescue personnel, while 
underlining the need for 
institutionalisation of weather-
related risk assessments, with 
operations to be suspended 
during high winds or other 
adverse conditions.

Calling safety non-negotiable, the 
commission said a "fair (mela) 
must be fair in all respects", and 
directed zero tolerance for 
safety violations. It ordered 
mandatory third-party safety 
audits of all rides, gates, stalls 
and temporary structures, along 
with strict penal action for 
negligence.Membersof the 
commission, who were present 
at the venue on Feb 7 for an 
awareness camp, flagged 
additional safety lapses after a 
temporary gate near the venue's 
food court collapsed in the wind 
earlier that day and left two to 
three persons injured. They also 

said that a second gate, near gate 
2, had tilted precariously.

Noida.(Agency)
 An excise t Sector 53 police station.The case came to light 

following a complaint received at Sector 53 police 
station on Feb 16, 2024. The complainant said his father 
booked a plot in Gurgaon Sector 54 through a real estate 
company and made all payments on time. An allotment 
letter was issued in 2004, followed by possession in 
2005.

After the death of the allottee in 2013, the family applied 
for transfer of the plot in the names of the legal heirs. 
However, the transfer did not materialise. In 2023, the 
family discovered that construction work began on the 
plot. 

Revamp for master drain 
before work begins on Phase 
2 metro route in Gurgaon

Gurgaon.(Agency)
Ahead of work beginning on new metro corridor, 

GMDA has approved reconstruction of Leg 1, a 
2.8 km master storm water drain between Old 
Delhi Road and Rezang La Chowk.According to 
an official, an estimate of Rs 34 crore was 
prepared and a tender for the project will be 
floated soon. Built over three decades ago with 
brick masonry, years of sewage flow and 
corrosive gases have weakened the structure in 
several areas, especially Sector 22.The drain 
was transferred from the Haryana Shehri Vikas 
Pradhikaran to the GMDA in 2018.

Leg 1 falls along the alignment of the metro 
corridor being developed by GMRL. Under the 
metro's Phase II, the corridor will run between 
Sector 9 and Cyber City and pass through Sector 
22 and Sector 23A.

Earlier, the metro agency asked the GMDA to 
complete the rebuilding work by June this year 
so that construction of the elevated corridor is 
not hindered.

The drain begins from Sikenderpur village and 
outfalls into the Najafgarh drain, passing 
through Sectors 18/19, Old Delhi Road, Sectors 
22 and 23A, Palam Vihar, railway culvert No 47, 
village Bajghera and Sector 115.

While the portion from Rezang La Chowk to 
railway culvert No 47 was rebuilt by GMDA in 
2024, the remaining stretch from the Old Delhi 
Road culvert to Rezang La Chowk is now being 
undertaken for reconstruction, the official 
said.The drain is 4.25 metres wide upstream of 
Old Delhi Road but the width reduces to 2.10 
metres downstream. 

Noida techie death: Realtor 
gets pre-arrest bail
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The Sikh Times
New Delhi: The

world's largest artificial
intelligence (AI) summit
opened to packed halls
and long queues on
Monday, as tech moguls,
industry leaders, policy-
makers, founders, and
technologists thronged
the venue for the confer-
ence, where India is set to
push for widening access
to AI and seek internation-
al agreement on global AI
commons. With huge bill-
boards around the city
welcoming delegates,

speakers, and guests at
the AI Impact Summit,
Bharat Mandapam saw
long queues much before
the conference opened at
09.30 hours, signalling the
interest in the subject and
the conference. The
enthusiasm was high even
though the high-profile
speakers - from Sundar
Pichai of Alphabet to Sam
Altman of OpenAI and
Dario Amodei of
Anthropic - haven't even
arrived in the country.
Their sessions start not
before Wednesday. Final
two days of the Summit -
February 19 and 20 - will
see more than 20 heads of
state and government,
including France's
Emmanuel Macron and
Brazil's Luiz Inacio Lula da
Silva, along with Indian
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, talking about the
future of AI alongside
business leaders and
investors. A team of PTI
reporters on the ground
observed long queues out-
side the halls hosting dif-
ferent sessions. There
were some logistical
issues, but the conference
was orderly and well-
organised. Multiple paral-
lel sessions are happening
at the same time, and all of
them are packed to capaci-
ty. From February 16 to
20, the summit will feature

over 3,250 speakers and
more than 500 sessions.
"Sessions are packed.
There are long queues,
and once the halls fill up,
doors are closed, which
creates some hassle for
those still waiting out-
side," an enthusiastic par-
ticipant said. "You have to
be there for a session well
in advance. One cannot
float around from session
to session like in other
conferences." Another
person said an interesting
lineup of speakers is draw-
ing huge crowds. "There
is a lot of buzz around AI."
Organisers said registra-
tions exceeded expecta-
tions, reflecting accelerat-
ing interest in AI infra-
structure, enterprise adop-
tion, and sovereign com-
pute capabilities. Panel
discussions on the future
of employability in the age
of AI, skilling, safe and
trusted AI at scale, AI gov-
ernance and infrastruc-
ture, generative AI deploy-
ment, and public sector
use cases drew standing-
room-only audiences, with
participants crowding cor-
ridors between sessions to
network and exchange
ideas. An expo where the
who's who of the tech
industry - from Google to
Nvidia, Amazon, Meta,

OpenAI, and Microsoft,
besides homegrown
giants - put on display
innovations in AI is held
alongside. Focused on AI's
transformative impact, it
includes 300+ exhibitions,
13 country pavilions, and
addresses themes of
People, Planet, and
Progress. The summit
offers India not just a
chance to showcase its
vast tech-savvy population
and engineering talent but
also to push for democra-
tising AI access to the
global south. Besides
wider access to AI, New
Delhi may also seek inter-
national agreement on
'global AI commons' or a
repository of use cases for
AI in key sectors that can
be shared. The UK hosted
the first AI Summit in 2023
that focused on AI safety
and extreme risks. The
next edition in France in
2025 saw trumpeting big
investments in the tech
sector. For Prime Minister
Modi, it offers an opportu-

nity to showcase the
impressive digital infra-
structure and tech
prowess that has attracted
the likes of OpenAI and
Anthropic to set up opera-
tions in the country, as
well as an array of data
centre commitments by
giants such as Amazon,
Google, and Microsoft.
Ahead of the Summit,
Modi, in an interview with
PTI, pitched India as a
global hub for digital infra-
structure and artificial
intelligence, saying the
country is ready to host
the world's data and lead
the next wave of the tech-
nology revolution. The
summit is expected to
focus on expanding access

to AI technologies,
strengthening digital pub-
lic infrastructure, and
building consensus
around shared global
frameworks for responsi-
ble AI development. India
is positioning itself at the
centre of discussions on
democratising AI and
shaping international
cooperation on emerging
technologies.

From Altman to Pichai: Key tech leaders gather as
world's largest AI summit opens in Delhi

Delhi cops arrest hitman linked to
Choudhary gang, thwart target killing

New Delhi: The Anti Gangster Squad of the Delhi
Police Crime Branch on Sunday thwarted a target killing
after arresting a hitman linked to the Kaushal Chaudhry
gang in a trap laid at Nursery Road, Dwarka, officials said.
The accused was identified as Kuldeep Singh (22), a resi-
dent of Bhalswa Dairy, outer Delhi. A PX 30 automatic pis-
tol, a 7.65 mm pistol in loaded condition and five live car-
tridges were seized and a stolen scooter was recovered
from his possession, the police said, prompting registra-
tion of FIR No 23/2026 under the Arms Act at the Crime
Branch. The police said acting on a tip-off that abroad
based gangsters Pawan Shokeen and Gurdeep had activat-
ed associates to carry out a murder in Delhi to establish
extortion control, and that Kuldeep had been tasked with
eliminating a Burari based businessman, the officials
arrested the accused. Investigators allege Kuldeep was
previously involved in a Rs 5 crore extortion-cum-firing
incident in Punjab in 2024 and was released on bail in
August 2025, after which he resumed contacts with gang
operatives via encrypted applications, according to inter-
rogation notes released by the Crime Branch.

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that I
Anil Kumari D/o Joginder Singh
and ex-wife of Sushil Kumar, resid-
ing at H. No- 137 , Near Swati
Modern Public School, Near Pandit
Mukesh Vats Marg, Mundka,
Mundka, West Delhi, Delhi -
110041, declare that I got divorce
from my ex-husband vide HMA
Petition No. 441/19 Dated
28.03.2019. Further, I re-married
with Yash Vats S/o Mukesh Vats
vide Marriage Registration
Certificate No. 90730000232990
Dated 22.10.2025. Further. I have
changed the name of mine and my
minor son, namely Vihaan aged 14
years and we shall hereafter be
known as Namya Vats and Vihaan
Vats respectively. Further, the
name of father of my minor son
may be known as Yash Vats for all
future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, Poonam, W/o Sh. Sumit Kumar
Singh, R/o A-274, Sangam Vihar,
New Delhi-110062, have changed
my name from Poonam to Kirti
Chauhan for all purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I PANKAJ SACHDEVA S/O HAR-
BANS LAL SACHDEVA R/O 2/86,
3rd Floor, Geeta Colony, Gandhi
Nagar, East Delhi, Delhi-110031
have changed the name of my
minor daughter KAISHA SACHDE-
VA aged 9 years and she shall
hereafter be known as HANISHKA.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as BILKEES alias
BILKEES FATIMA W/O HAKEEM
MOHAMMAD TAUFEEQ R/O
167,22,203,20/1, Near Mogra
Guest House And Kalan Maszid,
Basti Hazrat Nizamuddin, South
Delhi,  Delhi-110013 have changed
my name and shall hereafter be
known as BILKEES BEGUM.

NAME CHANGE
I, hitherto known as YOGENDRA
SINGH S/O NARAYAN SINGH
R/O B-123/14, PHASE-2, CHAT-
TARPUR ENCLAVE, SOUTH
DELHI, DELHI-110074 have
changed and shall hereafter be
known as JOGINDER SINGH.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as SHIVANYA
HIRA D/O DINESH CHANDER
R/O B-1, Subhadra Colony Sarai
Rohilla, Old Rohtak Road, Onkar
Nagar, North West Delhi,Delhi-
110035 have changed my name
and shall hereafter be known as
JENNIFER HIRA.

NAME CHANGE
I, KUMARI SEEMA THAKUR Wife
of JC-285521M Rank-SUB,
NAME-KISHORI LAL presently
residing VILL-BAMOT, POST-
PAHAL, TEH-DHAMI, DISTT-
SHIMLA, HIMACHAL PRADESH -
171007, have changed my name
from KUMARI SEEMA THAKUR to
SEEMA for all future purposes vide
affidavit dated 20/02/2026 before
Notary Public Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, MUKESH KUMAR  S/O DEVI
SHARAN TYAGI  residing V-25,
TOP FLOOR, NAVEEN SHAH-
DARA, DELHI-110032.  have
changed my name to MUKESH
TYAGI for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that I,
MOHD BILAL Son of YUNUS resid-
ing at L-2-1641, GALI NO-30B,
SANGAM VIHAR, NEW DELHI-
110062, declare that name of my
mother has been wrongly written as
SABNAM in my 10th Class
Educational Documents and my
Birth Certificate No-3179. The actu-
al name of my mother is SHABNAM
respectively, which may be amend-
ed accordingly. It is certified that I
have complied with other legal
requirements in this connection

NAME CHANGE
I, VIRENDRA KUMAR  S/O
AMRIT LAL residing H NO-532,
DARIBA KALAN, CHANDANI
CHOWK, DELHI-110006 have
changed my name to VIRENDER
for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, GAYYUR ALI  S/O MUKIM
AHMED  residing T-404 2ND
FLOOR BASTI HAZRAT NIZA-
MUDDIN DELHI-110013 have
changed my name to GAYYUR
AHMED for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, MUQEEM AHMED   S/O SHRIF
AHMED  residing T-404 2ND
FLOOR BASTI HAZRAT NIZA-
MUDDIN DELHI-110013 have
changed my name to MUKIM
AHMED  for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, SEHNAZ KHATOON  W/O
MUKIM AHMED  residing T-404
2ND FLOOR BASTI HAZRAT
NIZAMUDDIN DELHI-110013 have
changed my name to ASGARI
BEGAM  for all future purposes.

DATE OF BIRTH CHANGE
I, KAMLESH mother of
No.17013495P Rank-NK Name-
SOHAN residing at VPO-
GULYANA, TEHSIL & DIST-
KAITHAL, HARYANA-136027, in
my son’s service records my date
of birth wrongly mentioned as
28/03/1971 instead of my correct
date of birth as 01/01/1973 vide
affidavit dated 20/02/2026 before
Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, POONAM wife of JC-284119W,
Rank-SUB, Name-MAHESH
KUMAR residing at H.NO-7A, GALI
NO-3, NEAR GOLDEN ERA PUB-
LIC SCHOOL, KALAWATI VIHAR,
SONIPAT, HARYANA-131001, have
changed my name from POONAM to
POONAM DEVI for all future purpos-
es vide Affidavit dated 20/02/2026
before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, MANSI Daughter of JC-
284119W, Rank-SUB, Name-
MAHESH KUMAR residing at
H.NO-7A, GALI NO-3, NEAR
GOLDEN ERA PUBLIC SCHOOL,
KALAWATI VIHAR, SONIPAT,
HARYANA-131001, have changed
my name from MANSI to MANSI
SHARMA for all future purposes
vide Affidavit dated 20/02/2026
before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, M GANTHI MATHI mother of No-
15680027M Rank-HAV Name-M
SELVARAJ residing at 3/6, NORTH
STREET, SHUNMUGANALLUR,
P E R I Y A K O I L A N K U L A M ,
TIRUNELVELI, TAMIL NADU-
627953, have changed my name
from M GANTHI MATHI to GAND-
HIYAMMAL M for all future purpos-
es, in my son’s service record my
date of birth wrongly mentioned as
01/07/1958 instead of my correct
date of birth as 26/05/1965 Vide
Affidavit dated 20/02/2026 before
Notary Public Delhi.

Public Notice 
I, DARA CHARAN S/o MOUJEELAL
R/o Donkeli, P.O. Dokeli, Distt.
Firozabad, Uttar Pradesh-283203
has embraced Sikhism and
renounced Hinduism on 31.08.2025.
In future my name will be considered
as DARA CHARAN SINGH and not
DARA CHARAN.

NAME CHANGE
I Kanu Priya Sinha D/o Krishna
Gopal Sinha and W/o Vineet
Shrivastava R/o Flat No.-402,
Tower No.-38, Louts Boulevard,
Espacia, Sector-100, Noida,
Maharishi Nagar, Gautam Buddha
Nagar, Uttar Pradesh-201304,
have changed my name to Kanu
Priya Shrivastava.

NAME CHANGE
I Shivani D/o Man Mohan Singh
R/o Bihat Gaur, Sitapur, Uttar
Pradesh - 261141, have changed
my name to Arati Singh.

NAME CHANGE
I Janki Devi W/o Ayodhya R/o
Sidhiyavan, Jagdishpur, Amethi,
Uttar Pradesh - 227809, have
changed my name to Ramjanaki.

NAME CHANGE
I, Shashi Kant Shukla S/o Surya
Prakash Shukla R/o 13/476 Arya
Nagar, Near Shri Durga Mandir,
Firozabad, Uttar Pradesh - 283203,
have changed my minor daughter’s
name from Anshika Shukla aged 12
years to Anika Shukla forever.

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that I
SHASHWAT SODHANI S/O VIJAY
SODHANI R/O 46A, Gali No-15,
East Azad Nagar, East Delhi, Delhi-
110051 declare that the name of
mine, my father and my mother has
been wrongly written as SHASWAT
SODANI, VIJAY SODANI and
USHA SODANI in my all education-
al documents and name of my
father has been wrongly written as
VIJAY KUMAR in my Pan Card No-
GSWPS2326K. The actual name of
mine,my father and my mother are
SHASHWAT SODHANI, VIJAY
SODHANI and USHA SODHANI
respectively which may be amend-
ed accordingly

NAME CHANGE
I, Mohd Iqbal S/o Islamuddin R/o
H.No.D-4/33, Street No.4, D-Block,
Brijpuri, Delhi-110094 have changed
my name to Mohammad Iqbal.

NAME CHANGE
I, Simran Sanjay Dhir W/o
Avneet Singh Kapoor R/o 8/62,
Geeta Colony, Delhi-110031
have changed my name to
Simran Kaur Kapoor.

NAME CHANGE
I eliz majid D/O Abdul Majid residing
at D-7/12 m.i g flats Sarai Khalil
sadar  bazar . Delhi -110006. have
changed my name to eliza

NAME CHANGE
I LEENA W/O XAVIER FRANCIS
R/O HOUSE NO-165 BASANT
APARTMENT VASANT VIHAR
SOUTH WEST DELHI-110057
HAVE CHANGED MY NAME TO
LEENA XAVIER

NAME CHANGE
I, SUBHAS KUMAR DAS is a real
father of No 15679611X Rank HAV
Name GOUTAM KUMAR DAS unit-
3IDSR presently residing VPO-
KHODAMBARI, TEH-HALDIA,
DIST-PURBA MEDINIPUR, (WEST
BENGAL)-721650 have changed
my name from SUBHAS KUMAR
DAS TO SUBHAS CHANDRA DAS
for all future purposes. Vide Affidavit
Dated 20/02/2026 before Notary
Public New Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I RAJEEV kumar sharma s/o Ram
Sudershan Sharma r/o house no J-
27,gali no 05 , vijay colony 3-1/2
pusta, Kartar Nagar, Delhi 110053
changed my name to RAJEEV
SHARMA for all purpose .

NAME CHANGE
I RISHI KUMAR s/o HANUMAN
DASS GOLYAN r/o E2/20 Right por-
tion , upper ground floor , near jain
market , gali no O, Shastri nagar, Delhi
110052 changed my name to RISHI
KUMAR GOLYAN for all purpose.

PUBLIC NOTICE
This is to inform you that Mrs. Vidya
Garg is the owner of a freehold res-
idential plot measuring 200 sq.
yards (i.e., 167.224 sq. meters),
forming part of Khasra No. 230, sit-
uated in Village Bhangel Begumpur,
Jupiter Enclave, near Maharshi
Ashram, Pargana and Tehsil Dadri,
District Gautam Budh Nagar, Uttar
Pradesh. Mrs. Vidya Garg pur-
chased the said property from Mrs.
Anjula Chaturvedi through a Sale
Deed dated 23.08.2012, registered
as Document No. 4166. Please
note that the original chain docu-
ments pertaining to the property,
namely the Sale Deed dated
27.10.2006 (registered as
Document No. 6128), have been
lost. Accordingly, the said original
document is not available in respect
of the above-mentioned property.
An online FIR (Lost Report No.
116963/2026) was registered on
20.02.2026 regarding the loss of the
aforesaid document. Please also
note that the said property is pro-
posed to be financed by DCB Bank
Limited, Karol Bagh Branch, New
Delhi. If any person(s) objection &
regarding subject property, then
kindly may submit his/her objection
within 07 days from the date of the
Notice in writing. The said objection
may be kindly sent to the under-
signed by way of the Registered
Post on the address given below
and by E-mail. failing which, the
claim as per aforesaid shall be
treated as null and void in respect of
the subject property.

[ASHWANI KUMAR]
Advocate

Chamber No. 122,
Tehsil Compound, 

Ghaziabad, U.P.
kumar2021ashwani@gmail.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby given to the
General Public that Mrs. Shakuntla
W/o Mr. Krishan Lal in respect of
Third Floor, with roof rights, Built-up
Property No. 28-A, area measuring
49 Sq. Yds., i.e. 40.96 Sq. Mtrs.. out
of Mustatil No. 19, Killa No. 12, situ-
ated at Abadi of Rashid Market, in
the area of Village Khureji Khas,
Illaqa Shahdara, Delhi-51, by virtue
of IGPA dated 16.08.2011, duly reg-
istered in the SRO- VIII, New
Delhi/Delhi, vide Doc. No. 7154, in
Book No. 4, Volume No. 3854, on
Pages No. 63-68, dated 16.08.2011
ATS and Will, executed by Mr.
Rakesh Jain S/o Mr. Sukhbir Singh
Jain and said property to be sold to
Farheen and same to be finance by
SMFG India Home Finance Co.
Ltd., General public hereby
informed that if anybody has any
charge/interest/title in the said prop-
erty or any kind of dispute kindly
inform the undersigned in writing on
the below mentioned address within
07 days of the present.

Rahul Raj, Advocate,
SG Associates (Law Firm) 

B-01, Plot No. 20, Kaushambi, 
Ghaziabad-201010.

E-MAIL:sgassociatespl@gmail.com.
Ph: 0120-4968888, 8130309204.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Information is given to general pub-
lic at large that our client Mrs. Anisa
Begum is the owner of Freehold
Residential House No. 1006, area
measuring 50 Sq. Yds., out of
Khasra No. 66, situated at Gali No.
33, in the area of Village Jafrabad,
Illaqa Shahdara, Delhi-53. Initially
Mr. Islam S/o Late Mr. Matroo &
Mrs. Anisa Begum W/o Mr. Islam
were the joint owners of said prop-
erty, and after the death of Mr. Islam
S/o Late Mr. Matroo leaving behind
his legal heirs i.e., Mrs. Anisa
Begum (Wife) & Mohd. Aqib (Son),
and now Mohd. Aqib will be execut-
ed Regd. Relinquishment Deed in
favour of his mother Mrs. Anisa
Begum. And then Mrs. Anisa
Begum will be solely owner of the
said property. our client is declaring
that any other Person does not
have any right over the said proper-
ty, which is to be financed by Home
First Finance Company India Ltd.
Branch: Vaishali Ghaziabad, Uttar
Pradesh.  If any person(s) have any
objection(s) or claim(s) with respect
to the` right, title or interest in the
Said Property then contact us with-
in 07 days from the date of
Publication of this notice and or the
same to the undersigned if found by
anyone. Thereafter no claim shall
be entertained

[NAVEEN KUMAR VERMA] 
Advocate

F-211, Sector-3,
Vaishali, Ghaziabad,

Uttar Pradesh-201010
(Contact at 09958871432)

NAME CHANGE
I, VIMLASH DEVI Mother of No-
16026501A, Rank-RFN, Name-
BHUPENDRA presently residing at
MOHALLA AZAMTARA, B B
NAGAR, BULANDSHAHR, UTTAR
PRADESH-245402, have changed
my name from VIMLASH DEVI to
VIMLESH for all future purposes
and in my son’s service records my
date of birth wrongly mentioned as
01/01/1970 instead of my correct
date of birth as 01/01/1975 vide
Affidavit dated 20/02/2026 before
Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, JAGBIR SINGH Father of No-
16026501A, Rank-RFN, Name-
BHUPENDRA presently residing at
MOHALLA AZAMTARA, B B
NAGAR, BULANDSHAHR, UTTAR
PRADESH-245402, have changed
my name from JAGBIR SINGH to
JAGVEER for all future purposes
and in my son’s service records my
date of birth wrongly mentioned as
15/10/1968 instead of my correct
date of birth as 01/01/1965 vide
Affidavit dated 20/02/2026 before
Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I SATYA PAL S/O SHRI RAM R/O
HOUSE NO-110 SERVICE ROAD
TIRKHA EXTENSION COLONY
SECTOR-2 BALLABGARH
FARIDABAD HARYANA 121004
HAVE CHANGED NAME TO
SATYA PAL SINGH

NAME CHANGE
I HIMANK  S/O RAJESH BATRA R/O
PLOT 139 THIRD FLOOR AMOLIK
RESIDENCY NEAR AMOLIK
CHOWK SECTOR -86 KHERI
KALAN (113) FARIDABAD
HARYANA121002 HAVE CHANGED
NAME TO  HIMANK BATRA

PUBLIC NOTICE
Information is given to general pub-
lic at large that our client Mrs. Rakhi
Alias Rakhi Aswani, Mrs. Lovely
Khurana & Mrs. Kanika Bhasin are
the absolute owner of Freehold
Built-on Property No. 858/7, area
measuring 125 Sq. Yards, out of
Khasra No. 600/92, situated at
Govind Puri, Kalkaji, New Delhi-
110019. by virtue, Sale Deed dated
21.02.2025 duly regd. as Doc. No.
2025/10/I/1393, Book No. 1, Vol.
No. 18583, Page No. 113-138 dated
21.02.2025, SR- South East
Mehrauli., in the chain documents
below mentioned documents not
available i.e. (1) SMC of Late Mr.
Sita Ram & (2) Probate Order for
Regd. Will dated 10.12.2007 now
our client is declaring that that any
other Person does not have any
right over the said property, and
Shop No. 2, on Ground Floor (Front
Side Right Side Portion), without
roof rights will be Sale to Mrs.
Sandhya Burman and Shop No. 1
on Ground Floor (Front Side, Left
Side Portion) without roof right will
be Sale to Mr. Bablu Prasad
Sharma and same will be finance
by Piramal Finance Ltd. Branch:
Kalkaji New Delhi.  If any person(s)
have any objection(s) or claim(s)
with respect to the` right, title or
interest in the Said Property then
contact us within 07 days from the
date of Publication of this notice and
or the same to the undersigned if
found by anyone. Thereafter no
claim shall be entertained

[NAVEEN KUMAR VERMA] 
Advocate

F-211, Sector-3,
Vaishali, Ghaziabad,

Uttar Pradesh-201010
(Contact at 09958871432) PUBLIC NOTICE

This is to inform general public at
large that our client, Mrs. Pinki
Pathak who have approached
VASTU HOUSING FINANCE COR-
PORATION LTD., Branch Address-
F NO-301/10165 MEZZANINE
GURUDWARA ROAD WEST
EXTN AREA KAROL BAGH DELHI
110005, for Home Loan of Built up
2nd floor without roof rights, right
Back Side, Left Hand Side Plot No.
76-A, Measuring 62.5 Sq Yds. Out
of total area 175 Sq Yds, Out of
Khasra No. 59/25 Situated in the
area of Village Hastsal Delhi estate
Delhi, Colony known as Block-L,
Mohan Garden Uttam Nagar, New
Delhi-110059. It is to mention that in
chain of original documents from
2008 is coming with us Notary GPA,
ATS, Will (area is wrongly men-
tioned) Dated 08.10.2019 executed
by Rajput Landscape Pvt. Ltd.,
through its director-Shri Satbir
Pundir in favour of Shri Shailendra
Kumar Mishra S/o Shri Krishna
Narayan Mishra in respect of Built
up Second Floor without roof/ter-
race right Back Side, Left Hand
Side Plot No. 76-A, Measuring 62.5
Sq. Yds. Out of total area 175 Sq.
Yds, Out of Khasra No. 59/25
Situated in the area of Village
Hastsal Delhi estate Delhi, Colony
known as Block-L, Mohan Garden
Uttam Nagar, New Delhi-110059,
So, the Regd. Mortgage deed has
been waved by borrower in favour
of VASTU HOUSING FINANCE
CORPORATION LTD. And the said
property having area Measuring
62.5 Sq Yds., is going to be mort-
gaged in 2nd floor without roof
rights, right Back Side, Left Hand
Side, Plot No. 76-A, Out of total
area 175 Sq Yds, Out of Khasra No.
59/25 Situated in the area of Village
Hastsal Delhi estate Delhi, Colony
known as Block-L, Mohan Garden
Uttam Nagar, New Delhi-110059. All
persons, if any, including bank,
financial institutions, any party/ies
having any claim (Objection to
Khasra Number), demand, right,
interest in respect of or against the
said property or any part thereof by
way of inheritance, assignment,
mortgage, charge, possession, lien
or otherwise, are hereby required to
make the same known in writing
within 7 days with the documentary
evidence from the date of publica-
tion, falling which the said claim of
the person/s, if any will be consid-
ered waived and settled.

Ms. Rani Shilpee (Advocate)
Office Add: H. No. T/181, 

UGF, Shukar Bazaar, Uttam Nagar, 
New Delhi-110059

Mobile no. 9717780057.

NAME CHANGE
I Harmeet Singh S/o Bahadur
Singh R/o C - 16, Old DLF Colony,
Sector 14, Gurgaon have changed
my name to Harmeet Singh Arora
for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I Mahendra Goyal S/o Satya Parkash
R/o C 134, Gali No.7, Majlis Park,
Azadpur, N. S Mandi, Model town
North West Delhi - 110033 have
changed my name to Mahender Goel
for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I Kamla Rani W/o Puneet Vij R/o
FC - 119, Tagore Garden, Delhi
have changed my name to Sonia
Vij for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, Ashok Kumar Chugh S/o Diwan
Chand, R/o House No: 383, Pull
Bazar, OBC Bank, Dashmesh
Nagar, Narnaul, Mahendergarh -
123001, Haryana have changed
my name to Ashok Kumar for all
intends and purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, Deepika D/o Som Nath Juneja,
R/o House No: 474/23, DLF Colony,
Rohtak - 124001, Haryana have
changed my name to Deepika
Juneja for all intends and purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I Dhanashri legally wife of Army no -
2806108F, Rank - NK, Name - Bhosale
Amol Mansing , At - Gondawale B.K.
Post - Gondawale B.K., Teh- man Dist
- Satara , State - Maharastra, Pin Code
- 415540 have changed my name from
Dhanashri to Dhanashri Amol Bhosale
for All future purposes. Vide affidavit
dated 20/12/2026 before Notary Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I SHALINI legally mother of Sir Army no
- 2806108F, Rank - NK, Name - AMOL
MANSING BHOSALE, presently resid-
ing At - Gondawale B.K., Post -
Gondawale B.K., Teh - Man, Dist -
Satara, State -  Maharashtra, Pin -
415540 have changed my name from
SHALAN to SHALINI MANSING
BHOSALE and date of birth 30/07/1959
to 01/01/1961 for all future purposes.
Vide affidavit dated 20/02/2026 before
Notary Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I SAYED RAZIYA legally mother of Army
no-2804512X Rank-Hav, Name- AKRAM
SAYED, presently residing At-
Gopalapatnam, Post-Gopalapatnam,
Teh-Gopalapatnam, Dist-
Visakhapatnam, State- Andhra Pradesh,
Pin 530027 have changed my name from
SAYED RAZIYA to SAYED RAJIYA and
date of birth is 20/03/1963 to 10/10/1970
for all future purposes. Vide affidavit dated
20/02/2016 before Notary Delhi.
Date of Birth Change 

I SAYED ANWAR legally father of Army
no-2804512X, Rank-Hav, Name-
AKRAM SAYED, presently residing At-
Gopalapatnam, Post-Gopalapatnam,
Teh-Gopalapatnam, Dist-
Visakhapatnam, State- Andhra Pradesh,
Pin 530027 have changed my date of
birth 20/03/1958 to 03/03/1965  for all
future purposes. Vide affidavit dated
20/02/2016 before Notary Delhi.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Information is given to general pub-
lic at large that our client Mrs. Vinita
Kumari purchasing Freehold
Residential Plot, area measuring 33
Sq. Yds., Out of Total Area
Measuring 200 Sq. Yds., Out of
Khasra No. 1041, Situated at Waka
Sivana Mauja Hall Colony Raj
Nagar, Tehsil & Distt. Gurgaon
Haryana. from Mr. Shailender
Kumar & Mr. Jitendra & Mrs. Lalita
& Mr. Usha & Mr. Shivang & Mrs.
Garima., initially Mr. Ram Narayan
S/o Mr. Bhoop Singh was the
absolute owner in respect of Plot,
area measuring 200 Sq. Yds. Out
Khasra No. 1041. Thereafter Mr.
Ram Narayn died on 08.11.2013 &
his wife Mrs. Prem Lata Died on
21.11.2017 & her son Mr. Shankar
Lal Died on 05.04.2021., our client
is declaring that any other Person
does not have any right over the
said property, which is to be
financed by Piramal Finance Ltd.
Branch: Dwarka, New Delhi.  If any
person(s) have any objection(s) or
claim(s) with respect to the` right,
title or interest in the Said Property
then contact us within 07 days from
the date of Publication of this notice
and or the same to the undersigned
if found by anyone. Thereafter no
claim shall be entertained

[NAVEEN KUMAR VERMA] 
Advocate

F-211, Sector-3,
Vaishali, Ghaziabad,

Uttar Pradesh-201010
(Contact at 09958871432)

Public meetings,
protests banned on

Delhi University
campus for 1 month

New Delhi: The Delhi
University administration
has imposed a complete
ban on public meetings,
processions, demonstra-
tions and protests on the
campus for a period of one
month, effective
February 17. In an official
order issued on Tuesday,
the university said the
decision was taken in view
of inputs suggesting that
unrestricted gatherings
could lead to traffic
obstruction, threats to
human life and distur-
bance of public peace.
The order noted that in
the past, several protests
on campus had escalated
beyond control, spreading
across areas and resulting
in the deterioration of law
and order.
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World. (Agency) and built in India... what we want to do Under the Multi-Role Fighter Aircraft 
is expand. India confirmed a few days (MRFA) project, 18 aircraft will be  French President Emmanuel Macron 
ago its willingness to command a new supplied by Dassault Aviation, the has a message for critics of New 
bunch of Rafales... 114... and to co- maker of Rafale, in a fly-away Delhi's proposed move to purchase 
produce in India," he said.Macron condition, and the rest will be and co-produce 114 Rafale fighter 

manufactured in India with around jets—the deal will make India 
50 per cent indigenous content that stronger. The French leader said the 
will be met in phases, according to a mega defence plan will not only 
report by news agencyDetails of the deepen strategic coordination 
Rafale deal, including plans for co-between Paris and New Delhi but also 
production, expected to be sealed generate jobs in both countries. 
after technical and commercial Speaking to reporters in New Delhi, 
negotiations, are yet to be made Macron said, "I don't understand why 
public. Media reports have said that people are criticising the deal. It will 
the 114 jets manufactured by make your country stronger, enhance 
Dassault Aviation are expected to noted that France hopes to see the strategic relations between the two 

cost 3.25 trillion rupees ($35.65 success of the Rafale deal replicated nations, and create more jobs here."
billion).The move to procure the jets with submarines as well. "Rafale is The French leader stressed that "Make 
has come at a time when the number of absolutely key," he said. "I hope we in India" will be a "core" component 
the Indian Air Force's fighter will do it on submarines. We offered of the programme, positioning the 
squadrons has gone down to 31 from additional capacities."In its largest-proposed deal as a cornerstone of the 
the officially sanctioned strength of ever defence acquisition push, India growing "Special Global Strategic 
42.So far, India has purchased 36 last week cleared the long-pending Partnership" between the two 
Rafales for its air force and ordered proposal to procure 114 Rafale fighter nations.We are committed to having 
another 26 marine versions of the jet je ts  under  a  government- to-the maximum number of Indian 
for the navy.government framework with France. components and critical devices made 

NEWS BOX

British Museum Removes 'Palestine' From 
Some Displays Citing Historical Inaccuracy

'Don't Know Why People Are Criticising 
It': Macron On India Rafale Deal

Man extracts 191 grams of  
gold from old SIM cards, 
wows internet

Illegal Indian 'Alien' Truck 
Driver In ICE Custody After 

Fatal US Crash
Washington. (Agency) 

A 25-year-old Indian man has been arrested in the 
United States after his truck caused a three-vehicle 
collision, killing a 64-year-old man in Indiana. The 
accused, identified as Sukhdeep Singh, allegedly ran a 
red light, causing a fatal crash. He's in the United 
States Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) 
custody, as he was not only driving wrong and cost a 
life, but he was also in Indiana illegally, US authorities 
said. Per a Fox News report, Singh was caught 
crossing the US border in 2018-- a minor at the time-- 
but was later released. He reportedly received a 
commercial driver's license in May 2025. 

About The Crash
The fatal crash reportedly occurred in Hendricks County, 

Indiana, located just west of Indianapolis. 
Eyewitnesses told Fox59 News that around noon on 
Wednesday, Singh made a fatal mistake and slammed 
his semi-truck into the side of a white pickup.

"He went through the intersection and hit the electric 
truck that was driving through," said a witness, Kate 
Breedlove, who claimed she herself narrowly missed 
being hit and quickly ran to check on the victim in the 
pickup. The Department of Homeland Security (DHS) 
noted that the tragedy comes less than two weeks after 
another illegal alien driving a semi-truck killed four 
innocent people in Indiana."It is incredibly dangerous 
for illegal aliens, who often don't know our traffic 

laws or even English, to be operating semi-trucks on 
America's roads. These tragedies are 100 per cent 
preventable, and we pray for the family and victim," 
DHS said in a statement to Fox News.As per 
authorities, Singh, who was first detained in 2018, was 
released into the US under the 1997 Flores consent 
decree, which mandated that children who crossed the 
border illegally were to be released to a parent or adult 
relative rather than being detained.The first Donald 
Trump administration moved to abolish the Clinton-
era policy in 2019, the year after Sukhdeep crossed the 
border.

Similar Cases In The US
The crash comes about two weeks after Bekzhan 

Beishekeev, an illegal immigrant truck driver from 
Kazakhstan, allegedly killed four people in another 
Indiana accident. 

WORLD

Rishi Sunak By His Side, UK 
Deputy PM Reveals His India 
Connection

Kathmandu.(Agency) 
Nepal's former king Gyanendra Shah has called for the 

postponement of the March 5 parliamentary election 
in the Himalayan nation, warning that holding the 
polls amid the nationwide dissatisfaction could 
deepen political instability and spark further conflict.

Shah, who was dethroned by the parliament in July, 
2008,bringing the courtains down on the the 
centuries-old monarchy in Nepal, said in a video 
message that the election has been pushed forward 
despite widespread disagreement and protests.

He said holding the polls against public sentiment 
would not produce a lasting solution to the country's 
current political crisis, Kathmandu Post reported.

He claimed that the electoral process alone cannot 
resolve the prevailing instability and warned that the 
situation may worsen after the vote.

Reacting to the statement, a minister told the Post that 
Shah's statement is objectionable and insisted that 
the government is committed to holding the 
elections.

"No Nepal will buy his logic at this moment to 
postpone the March 5 elections. The entire country 
is in election mode. Political parties, party leaders, 
security agencies, and the bureaucracy are fully 
devoted to the elections. There is enormous external 
support and solidarity for the elections. So his 
statement is meaningless," said the minister.

It may be mentioned that the government has detained 
controversial medical entrepreneur and monarchist 
Durga Prasain on the charge of attempting to disrupt 
the elections. Once aligned with other parties, 
Prasain has lately embraced monarchist views and 
calls for the restoration of a Hindu kingdom.

Toronto. (Agency) 
This is amazing and intriguing at once.A man in China 

has taken social media by storm after he shared 
videos showing how he extracts gold from discarded 
SIM cards. The man claims that he has recovered 
around 191 grams till now by doing so. His clips have 
gone viral and triggered spike in demand for used 
SIM cards. However, the man, in his videos, has 
sounded a caution to viewers that the process 
involves health and safety hazards.The man is known 
as “Qiao” on social media. He hails from Huizhou in 
China’s Guangdong province. The man is employed 
in precious scrap metal refining, and one of his gold-
extraction videos has amassed over five million 
views.

What the videos show
The video shows him immersing a SIM card in 

chemical barrels and carrying out a series of reactions 
— like corrosion, displacement and heating — for 
gold extraction. After filtering and heating the 
material, the man claims to have recovered 191 grams 
of gold, valued at almost 200,000 yuan (around 
US$29,000), according to a report in the South China 
Morning Post.Qiao told the Xiaoxiang Morning Post 
that the gold was not extracted only from SIM cards. 
He said he processed nearly two tonnes of scrap, 
including telecom chip waste, to refine the gold. The 
report said a single SIM card holds less than 0.001 
grams of gold. Qiao pointed out that precious metals 
are used as thin plating in certain components or parts 
to boost stability and corrosion resistance.According 
to data, gold can also be recovered from bank card 
chips and contact components in communication 
devices, which also contain small amounts of gold 
and can be recycled.

US bases and assets could be “legitimate 
targets” if  attacked: Iran Tells UN

World. (Agency) designation and may be understood in emphasise the history of Canaan, the 
reference to political territory."For the Canaanites, and the rise of the The British Museum in London has 
Middle East galleries for maps kingdoms of Judah and Israel.removed the word 'Palestine' from 
showing ancient cultural regions, the Reverse The Decisionsome of the displays, stating that the 

term was used inaccurately and is no Since the changes were made, an 
longer historically neutral. The move online petition urging the museum 
comes after UK Lawyers for Israel to reverse the decision has been 
(UKLFI) wrote to the Director of the launched. As of the last update, the 
British Museum, Nicholas Cullinan, petition had received over 19,000 
raising concerns "regarding the signatures, with critics arguing 
anachronistic use of the term that the selective removal 
Palestine", which risked obscuring highlighted inconsistency in 
the "history of Israel and Jewish curatorial standards and raised 
people". concerns about political pressure 

influencing historical presentation."Applying a single name, Palestine, 
retrospectively to the entire region, "If the British Museum is genuinely 

term 'Canaan' is relevant for the across thousands of years, erases concerned about modern etymology, 
southern Levant in the later second historical changes and creates a false then consistency would require similar 
millennium (BCE)," a museum impression of continuity," the letter scrutiny of terms such as "Britain", 
spokesperson said."We use the UN stated, as per a report in The Guardian. which is itself a relatively modern 
terminology on maps that show political construct. Yet "Britain" "It also has the compounding effect of 
modern boundaries, for example, Gaza, remains unchallenged in the museum's erasing the kingdoms of Israel and of 
West Bank, Israel, Jordan, and refer to own  ga l l e r i e s , "  t he  pe t i t i on  Judea, which emerged from around 
'Palestinian'  as a cultural  or highlighted.Despite the backlash, the 1,000BC, and of reframing the origins 
ethnographic identifier  where museum is expected to make further of the Israelites and Jewish people as 
appropriate."UKLFI reports that the changes as part of the museum's long-e r r o n e o u s l y  s t e m m i n g  f r o m  
British Museum has updated its 2,000- term reconstruction and redisplay Palestine."The museum explained that 
300 BC Levant gallery displays to programme.'Palestine' no longer holds a neutral 

any unpredictable and uncontrolled the talks, Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas to the Gulf region – escalated his rhetoric New York (Agency)
consequences.”The United Nations has Araghchi said there had been progress and on social media.“Should Iran decide not to Iran has written a letter to UN Secretary-
expressed concern over make a Deal,” the US may need to General Antonio Guterres and the 
US military deployments use an Indian Ocean airbase in the president of the Security Council on Friday, 
in the Middle East amid Chagos Islands, “in order to warning that US bases, facilities, and assets 
r i s ing  tens ions .  UN eradicate a potential attack by a would be Iran’s “legitimate targets” if the 
spokesman Stephane highly unstable and dangerous United States follows through on its 
Dujarric told reporters, Regime”, he wrote on his Truth military threats.Amir Saeid Iravani, the 
“The Secretary General Social platform.Iranian ambassador to the United Nations, 
Antonio Guterres, like A previous negotiating effort said in a letter that Tehran would respond 
others, is very concerned collapsed last year when Israel ‘decisively’ to any attack, warning of 
about the military buildup launched a t tacks  on I ran,  serious consequences for military 
we are seeing, the war triggering a 12-day war that aggression in the region.The development 
games that we are seeing, Washington joined in by bombing comes after US President Donald Trump 
the training that we are three Iranian nuclear sites at issued an ultimatum to Iran of “10–15 days, 
seeing. That is why we Fordow, Natanz and Isfahan.pretty much maximum” to make a deal 
were encouraging both the with Washington on the nuclear issue. He Trump initially issued threats of 
Islamic Republic of Iran added that “bad things” will happen if the military action in January 
and the United States to sides fail to reach an agreement. following a deadly Iranian 
continue their discussions crackdown on anti-government Iran’s permanent mission to the UN also 
a s  f a c i l i t a t e d  b y  protesters. Tehran responded by criticised Trump’s rhetoric, saying it 

that Tehran and Washington would work on Oman.”The second round threatening to close the Strait of Hormuz, a “signals a real risk of military aggression” 
texts that could form the basis of a potential of Iran-US talks on the Iranian nuclear vital oil export route for Gulf oil, and but stressing that Tehran does not seek war. 
agreement.Trump,who has deployed two program took place on February 17 in warning it could strike US military bases in The letter warned that “the United States 
US aircraft carriers and thousands of troops Geneva with Omani mediation. Following the region.would bear full and direct responsibility for 

investigation."A photograph publshed by called the arrest "very sad", adding: "It's so SANDRINGHAM.(Agency) In a November 2010 email seen by AFP, 
media showed Andrew slumped in the back bad for the royal family," in comments to Andrew appeared to share with the US Britain's royal family was thrown into crisis 
of a car, staring wild-eyed ahead.While the reporters. financier reports on his visit to several Thursday after former prince Andrew was 
earlier police searches in Norfolk "have Asian countries.Epstein had been convicted Moment of crisis'arrested by police and held for hours, in a 
now concluded," they were still searching a in the United States in 2008 of procuring a blow to the monarchy unprecedented in Andrew's arrest follows new revelations last 
property in Berkshire, police added. It is child for prostitution.modern British history.The disgraced royal 
believed that is Andrew's former residence, was detained early Thursday on suspicion Charles last year stripped his brother of 
Royal Lodge."It's a hugely significant of misconduct for his links to late US sex his titles and ordered him to leave his 
moment for the British monarchy, and offender Jeffrey Epstein.As Andrew Windsor mansion -- though he does 
indeed the nation," royal expert Ed Owens marked his 66th birthday on Thursday, remain eighth in the line of 
told AFP."We are witnessing a onarchy, I p o l i c e  s w o o p e d  o n  t h e  r e m o t e  succession."Let me state clearly: the 
think, shaken by recent events."In the Sandringham royal estate in eastern law must take its course," the king 
sleepy village of Sadringham near the royal England around 8:00 am (0800 GMT). said in his statement.In an apparent 
estate, an off-duty police officer said he bid to project an air of business-as-King Charles III, who has promised police the 
was "very satisfied some formal action was usual, Charles carried out several full support of Buckingham Palace, swiftly 
taken"."It's very reassuring to the members public duties Thursday, including issued a rare personally signed statement 
of the public," the officer, who did not want opening London Fashion Week.insisting: "The law must take its course."
to be named, told AFP.Thames Valley In the Norfolk village of Dersingham, It was a humiliating new blow for Andrew, 
police said it had arrested "a man in his local pub owner John Higginson said who was last year stripped of his titles and 
sixties from Norfolk on suspicion of week that the ex-prince appeared to have he hoped the issue would be "resolved".ousted from his Windsor residence of more 
misconduct in public office", without sent Epstein potentially confidential than two decades.Thames Valley Police "I just feel sorry, to be quite honest, for people 
naming the suspect, as is common UK documents while serving as a UK trade said in a statement late Thursday: "The like William and Kate," he added, referring 
practice.US President Donald Trump envoy, a post he held from 2001.arrested man has now been released under to the heir-to-the-throne and his wife.

Former Nepal king says 
March 5 parliamentary polls 
should be postponed

BEIJING. (Agency) 
Former UK Prime Minister Rishi Sunak and UK 

Deputy Prime Minister David Lammy shared the 
stage at the British High Commission in New Delhi, 
blending humour, shared heritage and discussion on 
AI during a fireside chat.Introducing Sunak, Lammy 
said," I know that former Prime Minister Rishi Sunak 
is not just a great son of the United Kingdom, he is 
also a great son of India."Sunak promptly interjected, 
saying, "Son-in-law", drawing laughter from the 
audience, as Lammy responded with "Son-in-Law!"

David Lammy, Deputy Prime Minister of the UK, 
highlighted his Indian heritage, mentioning his great-
grandmother was from Calcutta, as he praised his 
friendship with former UK PM Rishi Sunak.

Lammy went on to underline his own India 
connection." I just want to establish my heritage too, 
because my great-grandmother on my mother's side 
was from Calcutta," he said.Lammy emphasised their 
ability to work together despite political differences, 
focusing on shared goals for the UK and globally.

Highlighting their cross-party cooperation despite 
being on different sides of the political aisle in the 
UK, Lammy said," Whilst we are on different sides of 
the political aisle, we can work together and have 
been friends for many years."He added it had been 
"One of the great pleasures in recent years to join 
former Prime Minister Rishi Sunak on our shared 
goal to do much better both in the United Kingdom 
and globally on prostate cancer, and it's a pleasure to 
work with him on that cross-party issue."

urning to artificial intelligence, Lammy referenced 
Sunak's decision to convene the first global AI 
Summit at Bletchley Park." You kicked off the first 
global summit, um, in Bletchley Park. Um, it's an 
issue that you cared about then. Why did you decide 
that it was something that you were going to use your 
platform to signal to the world that this is important? 
And how do you think that story's going?" he asked.

Lammy's comments came amid discussions on 
strengthening UK-India relations, with potential 
areas of cooperation including trade, technology, and 
security. The UK and India have been exploring ways 
to deepen their strategic partnership, building on 
historical ties and shared values.

UK's former prince Andrew released hours after 
being held in Epstein-related misconduct probe
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doing enough, and need to invest much more in FRENCH President Emmanuel Macron's visit 
Europe.Macron's visit is certainly a reaffirmation of to India highlights the evolving depth of the 
India's strategic independence. In an age where India-France strategic partnership. In a 
Donald Trump has upended every foreign policy world defined by fluid alliances, continuity 
mantra, with a wilful unilateralism that forces most of between trusted partners carries weight. 
the rest of the world to comply -- even as China grows Back in 1998, France was the only big 
more assertive -- the Modi-Macron tie is a force for power, besides Russia, which refused to 
stability. It allows both countries much-needed elbow criticise India's nuclear tests. The decades, 
room to rethink their relationships in an uncertain since, have only reinforced this vote of 
world.confidence. The purchase of a second 

Unlike France, India is not a permanent member of the tranche of Rafale fighter jets, Hammer 
UN Security Council. The French are also more than a missiles and Scorpene submarines, means 
little arrogant about their commitment to democracy, that after Russia, France has become India's 
even though 16,000 people were guillotined in the second largest defence partner. In these 
reign of terror that followed the French Revolution columns, Indian defence analysts have rued 
back in 1789. In the current scenario, both sides the lack of indigenous defence capability, 
should downplay their differences. In a few weeks which increases dependence on foreign 
from now, Trump will meet Xi Jinping. If only to suppliers, especially in times of war. It has 
hedge against the tremors of that impending alliance, escaped no one's notice worldwide that 
Modi and Macron must embrace more tightly. They Rafales and Sukhois faced off against Sindoor. Nor that, recently in Davos, Macron indirectly 

need each other too much.Chinese-made jets deployed by Pakistan during Op criticised China by saying that the Chinese are hardly 

Tenzin Choegyal: A life 
of exile and service

How RDG cut leaves hill states vulnerable

Strategic trust: Modi and Macron must embrace more tightly

WHEN the Dalai Lama fled Tibet in March 1959, 
crossing the Himalayas in secret and arriving on 
Indian soil to begin the longest exile in modern 
history, he was not entirely alone in the family 
sense. Beside him, barely into his teens, was his 
youngest brother Tenzin Choegyal, Ngari 
Rinpoche, who would spend the remaining 67 
years of his life in India, making this country not 
merely a refuge but also a home, and the Tibetan 
cause not merely an inheritance but also a personal 
vocation.TC, as he was known to those close to 
him, passed away on February 17, 2026, at the age 
of 80, at Kashmir Cottage in Dharamsala, the 
modest house that the Dalai Lama's mother made 
her home in exile and which still stands today as a 
quiet repository of the family's grief, grace and 
endurance. To die there was, in its own way, to die 
within the embrace of everything that had 
sustained the family across 67 years of 
displacement.His story begins with one of those 
details that, in the Tibetan Buddhist tradition, feel 
less like coincidence than confirmation. Born in 
Lhasa in 1946, he was recognised at the age of 
three as the reincarnation of the Ngari Rinpoche 
lineage, associated with western Tibet. Before the 
formal rites of recognition, the family had marked 
an older brother, who had died in childhood - a 
small patch of yak butter had been placed upon his 
body as part of the mourning tradition. When the 
new baby arrived, he bore an identical mark, in 
precisely the same place, as if the soul returning 
had not forgotten where it had been. His elder 
brother, already living apart in the Potala Palace, 
named him Tenzin Choegyal, Holder of the 
Buddha's Teachings.In 1959, that elder brother 
became the world's most famous exile. TC went 
with him.What followed in India was a life of 
extraordinary range, shaped by the conviction that 
exile was not a condition to be merely endured but 
a charge to be answered. He studied at St Joseph's 
School in Darjeeling, one of those storied Indian 
institutions that shaped a generation of Tibetan 
exiles, then pursued higher education in the US, 
carrying traditional learning into the modern 
world. Back in India, he served the Central Tibetan 
Administration in multiple capacities: teaching at 
the Tibetan Children's Village school, working in 
the Department of Religion and Culture and 
serving with particular dedication in the Private 
Office of His Holiness the Dalai Lama itself. From 
1974 to 1976, he was President of the Tibetan 
Youth Congress and he later sat as a Member of the 
Tibetan Parliament-in-Exile, representing 
Domey.In the complex years following India's 
1962 border war with China, TC also briefly 
served in the Indian Army and with the Special 
Frontier Force, the paramilitary unit drawn largely 
from Tibetan exiles and stationed in Uttarakhand. 
That a recognised lama chose also to serve in 
uniform was not, for him, a contradiction; it was a 
measure of how fully he had made Tibet's struggle, 
and India's border security, his own.

Those who encountered TC in later life met a man of 
s t rong  in te l l igence  and  unmis takable  
individuality, sometimes wry, sometimes restless, 
always deeply human. He was the kind of person 
who made a room feel warmer simply by being in 
it: frank where others were diplomatic, accessible 
where protocol might have demanded distance, 
possessed of a self-deprecating humour that 
belongs only to those who have truly known 
suffering.Though trained within the traditional 
monastic system, he had little patience for rigid 
ritualism or the formality that creates distance 
between teacher and student. He chose, in time, 
the life of a householder, yet remained throughout 
a devoted steward of the monasteries in Ladakh 
associated with his lineage, working to reduce 
protocol and expand educational opportunity 
within them.He was also part of the fabric of his 
brother's life during many of its most significant 
encounters, including the warm and luminous 
friendship with Archbishop Desmond Tutu, whose 
own Nobel Peace Prize had been forged, like the 
Dalai Lama's, in the long fires of dispossession. 
TC knew Tutu, appreciated his irreverent wit and 
understood.

contribution to GDP for inter se distribution.However, salary and pension expenditure (net of interest) at 35% of THE Sixteenth Finance Commission's decision not to 
macro indicators used for horizontal devolution do not the total expenditure while assessing revenue deficits.recommend revenue deficit grant (RDG) to any state 
fully capture the revenue-raising capacity and During my tenure as Principal Secretary (Finance), marks a significant break from constitutional convention 
expenditure disabilities of all states. For example, the Himachal Pradesh, I represented before the Fourteenth — and for the hill states, it may prove deeply 
revenue potential of Maharashtra cannot be equated with Finance Commission that this condition was unrealistic, destabilising.Clause (ii) of the Terms of Reference, dated 
that of Himachal Pradesh or Nagaland. The tax-to-GSDP given the state's structural constraints.November 29, 2023, mandates the 16th Commission that 
ratio of most hill states is lower than that of large plain The commission considered the plea and removed the it shall determine the principles governing the allocation 
states like Haryana or Uttar Pradesh due to limited condition, resulting in RDG of Rs 40,624 crore for of grants-in-aid to states from the Consolidated Fund of 
industrialisation and geographical constraints. Himachal Pradesh, compared to Rs 7,889 crore India under Article 275 of the Constitution.

On the expenditure side, hill states face structural cost recommended by the Thirteenth Commission. Thus, Earlier finance commissions have consistently discharged 
disabilities. The cost of constructing a road in Himachal while principles may evolve, the responsibility to this responsibility by recommending post-devolution 
is significantly higher than in Punjab or Haryana. determine and recommend grants has always been RDG to states whose revenues, even after tax devolution, 

Similarly, due to dispersed and remote populations, hill upheld.In contrast, the Sixteenth Finance Commission were insufficient to meet the assessed expenditure needs. 
states must maintain a larger number of schools, has withdrawn from recommending RDG altogether. Its All hill states, including Himachal Pradesh, have 
hospitals and administrative units per capita. These cost recommendations are applicable from 2026-27 to 2030-r e g u l a r l y  r e c e i v e d  R D G  b a s e d  o n  s u c h  
disabilities are not adequately captured in the horizontal 31. The financial repercussions for hill states during this recommendations.However, the 16th Finance 

p e r i o d  w o u l d  b e  Commission, in its report published on 
severe.Nagaland, which February 1, did not recommend RDG to 
received Rs 2,750 crore as any state. The commission observed that 
RDG in 2025-26, and "State finances in general, and tax 
Tripura, which received Rs revenues, committed expenditure and 
2,428 crore, will find it discretionary expenditure in particular, 
extremely difficult  to show that there is significant scope for 
s u s t a i n  n o r m a l  increasing revenues and rationalising 
governmental functions expenditure." On this basis, it chose not to 
without similar support.The recommend RDG.Yet, the commission did 
situation demands urgent not specify which states possess such 
corrective action. First, all untapped revenue potential or where 
h i l l  S t a t e s  s h o u l d  precisely expenditure rationalisation is 
collectively approach the feasible. By discontinuing RDG without 
PM and the Union Finance articulating a clear and state-specific 
Minister,  seeking the rationale, the commission appears to have 
constitution of a high-level abdicated its constitutional duty to 
c o m m i t t e e  w i t h  determine principles governing such grants 
representation from these under Article 275.The background to the 
states to reassess the issue of creation of the finance commission lies in 
grants under Article 275. the inherent vertical fiscal imbalance in 
Such a committee should be India. The Union Government commands 
mandated to recommend substantially greater taxation powers 
appropriate compensatory relative to its expenditure responsibilities, 

devolution formula.As a result, even after tax 
grants in light of structural fiscal disabilities.Second, whereas states bear larger expenditure obligations with 

devolution, many hill states face post-devolution 
pending such recommendations, the Government of India comparatively limited revenue-raising authority. This 

revenue deficits. This reality has been recognised by 
should consider providing ad hoc grants for 2026-27 and necessitates vertical devolution — the transfer of a share 

every finance commission since the formation of these 
relaxing borrowing limits to mitigate immediate fiscal of union tax proceeds to states.

states. Not a single commission in the past has denied 
stress.At the state level, efforts to augment revenue must The commission has recommended that 41% of the net 

RDG to hill states, acknowledging that while these states 
continue, though the scope is limited in the post-GST proceeds of Union taxes be devolved to the states — the 

were created to fulfil political and democratic 
regime. For example, Himachal’s per capita tax revenue same share as recommended by the Fifteenth Finance 

aspirations, they were not necessarily economically self-
already exceeds the national average. Nevertheless, the Commission. This aspect of the recommendation is not 

sustaining at inception.
state could explore enhanced revenues through long-term in dispute.The more complex issue lies in horizontal 

Each commission has had the authority to evolve its own 
mineral auctions and reforms in hydropower allotment devolution — the distribution of this 41% among states. 

principles for determining RDG under Article 275. For 
policies to attract investment and secure higher upfront The commission has adopted such criteria as population, 

instance, the Thirteenth Finance Commission capped 
premiums.area, forest cover, per capita income distance and 

Each finance commission has had the authority to evolve its own principles for determining RDG under Article 275

Article 32. The text contains no requirement to first crosses the line into criminal incitement, and that high courts, the Supreme Court made it clear that it could LAST year, Delhi was flooded. The Yamuna swelled. 
approach the high court. It contains no clause that says the authorities have failed to act, the issue is not technical. It not refuse to entertain applications seeking protection Roads disappeared. Water crept up to the very gates of 
right shrinks when the cause list grows longer. goes to equality before the law.Would an ordinary citizen against fundamental rights. It recognised that Article 32 the Supreme Court. Soon, the memes followed. One of 

We have seen this reasoning before. It has been analysed in be subjected to swift police action for comparable was itself a fundamental right. Over time, the tone has them showed the Court peering down at the floodwaters 
critiques of what is now called the Supreme Court’s “Go speech? That question lurks beneath the petition. The changed. The Court now speaks of discouragement. It and saying, politely, “Please approach the high court 
to the high court” jurisprudence. The central point Supreme Court’s response was to ask the petitioners to asks why the high court was not approached. It treats first.” It was funny. It was sharp. The joke worked 
remains simple: the Constitution does not grant the Court move the high court and to request the latter to hear the direct invocation of Article 32 as an exception rather than because it captured something people had begun to 
the discretion to refuse to entertain a petition alleging matter expeditiously. Expedition is welcome. But a norm.Perhaps the pressure of arrears explains this shift. notice. A pattern. A reflex. A new judicial courtesy note: 
violation of fundamental rights merely because The docket is heavy. The institution is strained. wrong forum.Earlier this week, the Supreme Court asked 
another forum has concurrent power. Concurrent But constitutional guarantees do not recede petitioners seeking an FIR against Assam Chief Minister 
jurisdiction does not erase guaranteed jurisdiction. when the workload increases. If anything, they Himanta Biswa Sarma for alleged hate speech targeting 
There is more discomfort here. The Supreme matter more when the political temperature Miya Muslims to approach the high court instead, while 
Court’s approach has not been consistent.In rises. Cases involving allegations against requesting the latter to expedite the matter. On paper, this 
politically sensitive matters, the Court has not powerful political actors are not routine service sounds reasonable. High courts are constitutional courts. 
always insisted on prior recourse to high courts. It disputes. They implicate democratic Article 226 gives them wide powers. They can enforce 
has entertained petitions directly under Article 32. It accountability. They test the resilience of fundamental rights. They can issue writs. They can even 
has constituted committees. It has monitored institutions.strike down laws. So why complain?
investigations. It has taken control of cases with In such moments, symbolism matters. When the Because Article 32 is not a matter of convenience. It is a 
national consequences. Yet, in other politically Supreme Court hears a petition against a sitting guarantee. The Constitution says the right to move the 
charged cases, it invokes alternative remedy and CM, it affirms that no office is above Supreme Court for enforcement of fundamental rights is 
steps back. This selective restraint raises constitutional scrutiny. When it declines to hear guaranteed. Guaranteed. Not suggested. Not subject to 
questions.If high courts are fully competent it, even politely, the signal is more muted. This prior exhaustion of remedies. Not conditional on docket 
constitutional courts, then let them decide. But then is not a plea for judicial activism. It is a plea for pressure. BR Ambedkar called Article 32 the heart and 
why transfer matters from multiple high courts to judicial responsibility. The Court need not soul of the Constitution. He did not describe it as a matter 
the Supreme Court when the issue is deemed grant relief. It need not order an FIR. It need not to be routed elsewhere.When citizens approach the 
important enough? Why centralise some pronounce on guilt. But it should hear the Supreme Court alleging that a sitting CM has engaged in 
controversies and decentralise others? Uniformity matter. It should examine the allegations. It speech targeting a vulnerable minority community, they 
cannot explain everything. Convenience cannot should give reasons. Avoidance erodes invoke that guarantee. They ask the Court to stand expedition is not engagement.Article 32 was designed 
explain everything. confidence faster than an adverse ruling.between power and prejudice. The Court can reject the precisely for moments when the violation of 

The Sarma case concerns alleged hate speech against Miya The meme about the floodwaters was funny because it plea. It can hold that no offence is made out. It can find fundamental rights demands direct recourse to the 
Muslims, a Bengali-origin community in Assam that has imagined the Court speaking to water like King Canute. the speech protected. That is its role. But to decline to highest court. It was meant to be a shield against state 
faced sustained political hostility. Words matter in such But floodwaters do not have fundamental rights. Citizens hear the matter at all, because another court exists, shifts excess. If the Court treats Article 32 as a remedy to be 
contexts. When the head of a state government speaks, do. When citizens allege that those in power have the ground.The defence is familiar. The Supreme Court “discouraged,” it alters its character. The right remains in 
the speech carries the weight of office. It shapes public targeted a vulnerable community, and that the law has cannot become a court of first instance in every case. the text, but its force diminishes in practice.
discourse. It signals to law enforcement. It influences failed to respond, they knock on the Court’s door Litigants must not bypass high courts. The docket is The Court understood this in its early years. When 
social attitudes. When citizens allege that such speech invoking a constitutional promise.exploding. All of this may be true. None of it appears in objections arose that petitioners should first move the 

The Supreme Court shifts the onus
The apex court’s refusal to hear petitions against Assam CM raises troubling questions

After Russia, France has become India's second largest defence partner
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NEWS BOX

points, altered angles and forced Indian Ackermann missed his lengths and New Delhi. (Agency)  
 In a format where six runs an over is batters to play against the spin coming into conceded three sixes. The difference lay in 

considered a holding phase, India are them. In Colombo, Pakistan’s Usman Tariq, control.Abhishek’s tournament has 
scoring at 6.23 per over against off-spin in reflected the broader struggle. He has 
this tournament. They have faced 102 begun with scores of 0, 0, 0. Twice he 
deliveries of off-spin in the group stage, the fell attempting attacking strokes 
highest by any team. Among the 13 sides against off-spin. One of those 
that have played at least six overs of off spin, dismissals came when Salman Agha 
India’s run rate of 6.23 is better only than opened the bowling with the new ball. 
Nepal at 5.25 and Oman at 5.42. Almost When dismissals begin to cluster 
every other team has scored eight or more against one type of bowling, the 
per over against the same bowling type. technical problem can quickly turn 
India’s average against off-spin stands at mental.Assistant coach Ryan ten 
13.25. The issue is not limited to tempo. Doeschate addressed the issue after 
Wickets have fallen regularly.The pattern Ind ia ’s  17- run  win  over  the  Salman Agha and Saim Ayub sustained that 
has been easy to spot. Six left-handers Netherlands. He admitted that India have pressure. They did not bowl mystery 
feature in India’s top eight. The top three of not yet played a complete game in the deliveries. They changed pace subtly, held a 
Abhishek Sharma, Ishan Kishan and Tilak tournament. He acknowledged that the left-tight length and denied room. The plan was 
Varma are all left-handed. For opposition heavy top order has made planning easier simple and repeatable.The Netherlands 
captains, the match-up is obvious. Bowl off for opponents. “It has made it easier for applied it with precision in Ahmedabad. 
spin into them, bowl it early, and persist. teams to plan against India. We don’t have Aryan Dutt bowled three overs in the 

many options in the top three. We’ve got INDIA ADMIT THE SPIN STRUGGLE powerplay and finished with figures of 4 for 
Sanju sitting on the side. On balance, we Namibia captain Gerhard Erasmus was the 19. He dismissed Abhishek Sharma and 
still feel these are our best batters and we’re first to expose the method in Delhi. His Ishan Kishan. Bowling at a steady 98 to 99 
going to make do with the abundance of left-round arm off-spin did not rely on kilometres per hour, Dutt relied on skid and 
handers,” he said. extravagant turn. He varied his release accuracy. At similar speeds, Colin 

New Delhi. (Agency) before the collision took place.While no facilities and education centres supported 
one from the delegation was hurt, the brief by Turkish organisations.In the afternoon, What began as a day of humanitarian 
scare momentarily shifted attention away the former World Cup winner gave fans a outreach ended with an unexpected road 
from what had otherwise been a day of sight they could have only dreamt of, as he scare for former Germany star Mesut Ozil 

even joined group Rohingya youngsters in Bangladesh. A vehicle in his convoy 
for a friendly match at Camp 4. The was involved in a traffic accident in 
sight of Ozil on the field sparked Cox’s Bazar on Thursday evening while 
excitement among children and locals, returning from the Rohingya refugee 
many eager for a glimpse of the former camps.
A r s e n a l  a n d  R e a l  M a d r i d  The motorcade,  which included 
playmaker.Earlier in the trip, Ozil also Necmettin Bilal Erdogan, son of Turkish 
attended the inauguration of renovated President Recep Tayyip Erdogan, was 
facilities at the Shaheed Buddhijibi Dr travelling along the Cox’s Bazar–Teknaf 
Mohammad Mortoza Medical Centre at highway when one of the escort vehicles 
the University of Dhaka. The upgraded collided with a battery-powered auto-
centre  now features improved rickshaw near Kutupalong.Police 
emergency services and new medical officials said the accident happened 
equipment as part of a Turkish-backed shortly before 7 pm. Ozil and members 

outreach and interaction. initiative.of the delegation were safe, but the auto-
W H AT  WA S  O Z I L  D O I N G  I N  The visit blended diplomacy, charity and rickshaw was badly damaged and its driver 

BANGLADESH? football. Thursday’s road accident may sustained injuries.The injured driver was 
Ozil was in Bangladesh as part of an 11- have caused a brief disruption, but it did treated locally, and the vehicle has since 

member Turkish delegation led by Bilal little to overshadow the broader purpose of been seized. Authorities have launched an 
Erdogan on a humanitarian and goodwill the trip — engagement, support and a investigation to determine how the auto-
tour. The group visited Rohingya camps in reminder of football’s reach beyond the rickshaw entered the VIP convoy, 
Ukhiya, where they inspected medical pitch.reportedly breaching security protocol 

Mesut Ozil's convoy involved in road 
accident during Bangladesh tour

New Delhi. (Agency) 
After calling Abhishek Sharma a slogger, 

Mohammad Amir has now issued a warning 
to the Indian opener amid his poor run of 
form during the ongoing T20 World Cup 
2026. Amir, ahead of the India vs Pakistan 
clash, had said that Abhishek looks to slog 
the ball and doubled down on the comment, 
saying he doesn't know how to defend.So 
far, Abhishek hasn't enjoyed the best of 
times in the T20 World Cup 2026, as he has 
been dismissed without scoring a single run. 
The Indian opener has five ducks to his 
name from seven innings and has scored 182 
runs in eight matches this year at an average 
of 26 with a strike-rate of 224.69.

Speaking on Geo News, Amir compared 
Abhishek's situation to that of Saim Ayub 
when he burst onto the scene and how his 
off-side game was causing his downfall. 
Similarly, the former pacer said that 
Abhishek is trying to slog every delivery 
and unless he works on it, the Indian opener 

will  get exposed in international 
cricket."Saim [Ayub] had the same issue 
when he started in the PSL a few years back. 
He was new and was hitting no-look shots. 
Nobody knew his weakness because most of 
his shots were on the leg side. Now, if you 
bowl on the third or fourth stump line, he 
struggles to decide. Even in his last two 
matches, he was dismissed playing on the 
off side. Unless he improves his off-side 
game, he cannot progress. Strong bowlers 
will always test your weakness and push you 
out of your comfort zone," said Amir.It is the 
same for Abhishek. He wants every ball in 
the slot so he can hit it. But at the highest 
level, or in ODIs, har ball lapete mein nahi le 
sakte (you cannot slog every ball in pressure 
cricket). Salman Agha and Aryan Dutt got 
him out in a similar fashion. International 
cricket will expose you.”

a memorable 2023 ODI World Cup that first tour is to where we are now is 
campaign, where they defeated Pakistan, chalk and cheese," said Trott.
England and Sri Lanka and pushed The Englishman said he was amazed at 
Australia all the way. The following year in how the Afghan players operate at a high 
the last edition of the T20 World Cup, he level despite the challenges that they 
oversaw Afghanistan's fairytale run to the face back home with the lack of 
semi-finals of the tournament, with wins infrastructure and cricket academies to 
over New Zealand and Australia along the nurture them at the youth level.he 
way.Following the win over Canada, Trott players need so much credit because the 
came to the post-match presser where the level they operate at and the advantages 
questions were mainly about his experience and the things that they're afforded as 
with Afghan cricket and their future youngsters to develop their skills and 

and the high standards that we hold ourselves New Delhi. (Agency)  prospects. This made the Afghan coach their passion for the game. They operate at 
to, not individuals but we hold each other to An emotional Jonathan Trott struggled to hold choke up a bit as he remembered his first tour such a high level compared to what they're 
those high standards and professionalism. I back his tears in his final press conference as to Ireland and realised the talent within the afforded compared to other countries, but yet 
remember seeing Ibra for the first time, I Afghanistan coach after their match against camp."Well I just think and I could sit here they can come on this stage and compete and 
remember seeing Azmat for the first time, I Canada at the T20 World Cup 2026. Trott and tell you so many stories of things that I've almost people expect us to be in the 
remember seeing Gurbaz for the first time will leave his role following the completion seen with my own eyes but in the talent, yeah semifinals and finals, which I find amazing 
and thinking, what amazing players. Let's try of the tournament after taking charge of the - I said I didn't want to get upset. I just that they can do that, handle the pressure, but 
and build on what we've got, this natural raw Afghanistan side in 2022. remember my first trip when we were in also the background, they don't have the sort 
talent. Cool, thanks. And let's see where we Since his appointment, Trott has changed the Ireland and I just saw things that just realised of day-to-day coaching that young players 
can get to. We had the names Mujeeb, Nabi, fortunes of Afghanistan, making them one of that these boys are so talented and have, academies and facilities and all these 
Rashid, all these guys. But it's just one of the most exciting teams in the world. The focused.""And if you just us to add a little bit things and schooling," said Trott.
those things. And I remember how chaotic former England batter guided Afghanistan to of structure to the mindset, professionalism, 

SPORTS

Wolfsburg hits on counters
In Turin, Wolfsburg soaked up the 

pressure before Vivien Endemann 
opened the scoring on a fast 
counterattack in the 18th minute when 
she collected a pass from Svenja Huth 
inside the box and slotted a low right-
foot shot past goalkeeper Danielle de 
Jong.

Ana Capeta came close to equalizing 
when she hit the crossbar with the best 
of numerous chances for the hosts 
before substitute Cora Zicai scored the TURIN. (Agency)  
second in the sixth minute of stoppage 

Manchester United reached the quarterfinals 
time.The German club rallied from 

of of Women's Champions League for the 
two goals down at home in the fist leg 

first time on Thursday while two-time 
last week to draw 2-2 and set up a 

champion Wolfsburg beat Juventus away to 
quarterfinal against record eight-time 

advance.Manchester produced another 
European champion Lyon.The new 

dominant display to beat Atletico Madrid 2-
Women's Champions League format 

0 and advance 5-0 on aggregate. Wolfsburg 
has followed the men's that launched 

also won 2-0 and advanced to its 13th 
last year, with an opening league 

quarterfinal in 14 seasons with a 4-2 
phase.

aggregate score.
The top four in the standings — at Leigh Sports Village. distance drive before the interval as United Title holder Arsenal and Real Madrid advanced 

Barcelona, Lyon, Chelsea and Bayern — set up a meeting with Bayern Munich in the Julia Zigiotti Olme, who also scored one last to the quarterfinals on Wednesday after 
advanced straight to the quarterfinals. Teams quarterfinals.Atletico defender Xènia Pérez week, broke the deadlock with a precise left-eliminating OH Leuven andParis FC, 
placed fifth to 12th went to the playoffs and was dismissed for her second yellow card foot shot inside half an hour.respectively.After taking a healthy lead in 
those from 13th to 18th were eliminated.five minutes from time.Jess Park doubled the lead with a stunning long Madrid, United continued in similar fashion 

Man United eases past Atletico to reach Women's 
Champions League quarterfinals for first time

T20 World Cup: India must solve familiar 
off-spin question as Super 8 test looms

Colombo,. (Agency)    
In 2021, Ryan Burl posted a photo of his ripped 

cricket shoes on social media, asking for 
sponsorship so Zimbabwe players would not 
have to glue their footwear back together after 
every series. The image went viral and soon 
after, sportswear brand Puma stepped in to back 
him.On Thursday in Colombo, he smashed a 
103-metre six against Sri Lanka, one of the 
biggest hits of the ICC T20 World Cup 2026. 
The strike is currently the third-longest of the 
tournament, behind only Hardik Pandya’s 109-
metre blow against Namibia.

Zimbabwe’s six-wicket win over Sri Lanka at the 
R Premadasa Stadium ensured they finished 
the group stage as toppers of Group B. Their 
Super 8 qualification, however, had already 
been sealed earlier when a rain-affected clash 

against Ireland secured the point that 
eliminated Australia.For a team that did not 
qualify for the 2024 edition, this campaign 
marks a strong comeback — and Burl has been 
right at the centre of it.

BURL REACHES THE SKY
Burl’s six off Sri Lanka spinner Dunith Wellalage 

was clean and decisive. With Zimbabwe in 
control of the chase, the blow removed any 
lingering tension and confirmed the result.

Brian Bennett’s composure and captain Sikandar 
Raza’s attacking strokeplay shaped the victory, 
but Burl’s strike became the headline moment. 
Batting at number three, he has scored 58 runs 
in the group stage at a strike rate of 138.09, 
averaging 29.He has also chipped in with the 
ball, taking two wickets in three matches at an 
economy of 8.33, giving Zimbabwe flexibility 
in both departments.

BURL'S DEFINING OVER VS AUSTRALIA
While the Sri Lanka six flooded social media, 

Burl’s bigger impact arguably came against 
Australia.

Defending 170 against a strong Australian 
batting unit, Zimbabwe were under pressure 
when Glenn Maxwell and Matt Renshaw built 
a 77-run partnership for the fifth wicket. To add 
to the tension, captain Sikandar Raza had to 
leave the field due to injury.

From torn shoes to towering six: 
Ryan Burl's chapter in 

Zimbabwe's T20 World Cup tale

New Delhi. (Agency)  
When Shivam Dube burst into the limelight, 

comparisons with Yuvraj Singh were 
inevitable. Many even viewed him as a 
potential successor to the Indian legend. 
The similarities were evident, especially in 
their batting — both possessed the ability to 
dismiss bowlers with elegant, authoritative 
strokeplay.However, the Mumbai all-
rounder initially struggled under the weight 
of those expectations. His resurgence in 
Chennai Super Kings colours changed 
everything. Dube established himself as one 

of the best players of spin in the IPL, much 
like Yuvraj had done in international 
cricket. Since returning to the Indian fold, 
each passing year has seen him grow from 
strength to strength.Now, after his heroics 
against the Netherlands that helped India 
secure their fourth win of the ICC Men's 
T20 World Cup campaign, the all-rounder is 
displaying the kind of form Yuvraj once 
showcased during India’s victorious World 
Cup runs in 2007 and 2011.a

nd 
Irfan Pathan believes the all-rounder has 
cemented his place in India’s T20I 
side."Whenever India’s T20 team sheet is 
written, his name will be there — he has 
earned that status. In the World Cup final, 
we saw that cameo. In the Asia Cup final 
too, he batted brilliantly. Against Pakistan, 
he played a superb knock. Then against the 
Netherlands, when he got the chance to face 
more balls and move up the order, he 
showed he can play responsibly as well as 
attack," said Pathan.In 2026 alone, Dube 
has demonstrated his value with both bat 
and ball. Often labelled a spin-basher, the 
Mumbai all-rounder has reinvented himself 
— much like Yuvraj did during his prime 
years.

FIRST NAME ON THE TEAM SHEET?
Dube’s graph has been steadily rising, 

After Abhishek Sharma 
slogger remark, Amir warns 
India opener amid poor form

From next Yuvraj to main man: 
Shivam Dube owning the T20 

World Cup stage

ZT20 World Cup: Jonathan Trott was 
unable to hold back his tears in his 

final press conference as 
Afghanistan coach. Trott performed 
a remarkable turnaround to change 

Afghanistan's fortunes.

ZTitle holder Arsenal and Real 
Madrid advanced to the 
quarterfinals on Wednesday 
after eliminating OH Leuven 
and Paris FC, respectively.

 

Jonathan Trott left in tears talking about 
Afghanistan turnaround: Watch
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New Delhi.(Agency) logs often reflected far fewer 
transactions than the rhythms of a  In the end, it was not a whistleblower, a 
typical biryani outlet would suggest. hacking attempt, or a dramatic raid that 
During weekends and festive periods, first exposed the cracks in a nationwide 
the mismatch grew wider.The number multi-crore tax evasion racket. It was 
of plates that seemed to be leaving the biryani. More specifically, the numbers 
kitchen simply did not match what was behind one of India’s most loved dish.
being declared officially.When the Income Tax (I-T) Department 

HOW BIRYANI OUTLETS OPERATEbegan analysing a massive pile of 
digital billing data linked to an alleged Part of the reason, officials say, is how organised and semi-organised food 
Rs 70,000-crore turnover suppression biryani outlets operate. High cash sector.In cities like Hyderabad, 
case late last year, one segment that turnover, fast table rotation, bulk Bengaluru, Chennai and Mumbai, it is 
kept flashing red was the high-volume takeaway orders and cloud kitchens not just dinner, it is an economy. With 
biryani business. running multiple brand names from a such scale, even a small suppression 

single backend setup are all standard THE BIRYANI CONNECTION per plate can snowball into massive 
practice.But these same factors also According to officials familiar with the unaccounted turnover.
make deviations easier to spot. Biryani analytics review, a surprisingly large As investigators went deeper, a pattern 
has  s tandardised  pr ic ing and share of suspicious billing patterns emerged. Raw material purchases, 
predictable ingredient ratios, so emerged from restaurants where especially rice and meat, told one story. 
analysts can estimate how much should biryani is the main revenue driver.And Delivery platform data told another. 
have been sold based on how much raw that made sense. Biryani is one of the GST filings suggested something else 
material was purchased.highest-selling single-dish items in the entirely.The billing software’s internal 

Why has this Dutch company's stock gained 
over 90% on Nasdaq in six months

How biryani billing trail exposed multi-crore 
tax scam; Rs 70,000 crore sales hidden

8th Pay Commission: When will you get 
your arrears and salary hike

New Delhi.(Agency)
Artificial Intelligence (AI) is rewriting global job 

markets and India has suddenly become one of the 
countries best positioned to gain from it, said 
Kristalina Georgieva, Managing Director of the 
International Monetary Fund.

In an exclusive interview with India Today TV, the 
IMF chief said early evidence from countries 
studied so far shows a “positive” impact on 
employment, although the gains are uneven and 
India will have to prepare carefully to avoid 
widening gaps.

She pointed to India’s digital groundwork as a key 
advantage, saying, “India invested over the last 
years in digital public infrastructure. It is the 
foundation for AI to be more accessible.”

AI JOBS PAY MORE, BUT MIDDLE ROLES 
ARE SHRINKING

Georgieva also pointed to the United States to 
explain how AI is affecting salaries and job 
profiles. “Already in the United States, one in ten 
jobs require AI enhanced skills, and it pays more,” 
she said.Workers with AI-related skills are 
earning higher salaries and spending more money. 
That spending is pushing up demand for low-
skilled service jobs in restaurants, hotels and 
entertainment.

However, the middle of the workforce is feeling the 
pressure. Georgieva said much of the 
employment growth linked to AI is coming from 
lower-paying roles, which is shrinking the space 
for mid-income jobs.She added that automation is 
erasing many entry-level positions. “We also see 
automation eliminating entry-level jobs. So 
recent graduates worry, where is the job for me?”

WHY POLICYMAKERS MUST ACT NOW
Georgieva said governments cannot sit back and 

watch these changes unfold. “We are not 
helpless,” she said.Her first recommendation is to 
overhaul education. “Redefine education for the 
era of AI. Learn to learn and be adaptable,” she 
said, stressing that workers will need continuous 
skill upgrades as job profiles evolve.Her second 
recommendation is to build stronger social safety 
nets so people have support if they are temporarily 
displaced. She praised Denmark’s “flex security” 
model, which combines flexible labour markets 
with strong worker protection. She also 
welcomed India’s labour reforms but said 
flexibility must be matched with security.

DOES INDIA HAVE AN EDGE?
According to Georgieva, India’s biggest strength in 

the AI era comes from long-term investment in 
digital public infrastructure. “India invested over 
the last years in digital public infrastructure. It is 
the foundation for AI to be more accessible,” she 
said.

BUSINESS

Exclusive: IMF chief says India 
well-positioned in AI race 

thanks to digital infra
extreme ultraviolet lithography IN THE PAST SIX MONTHS?New Delhi.(Agency)
machines, often called EUV systems. There are three clear reasons behind the A company from a quiet Dutch town has 
EUV is the process that allows extraordinary six-month rally.The first become one of the biggest drivers of the 
chipmakers to place unimaginably tiny is the global push for more advanced global tech rally. ASML Holding NV, a 
circuits onto silicon. These circuits chips. Chipmakers such as TSMC, name that barely features in everyday 

Samsung Electronics and conversations, has delivered a 
Intel rely on ASML’s stunning surge of over 90% on 
machines for their highest-Nasdaq in just six months.The 
performance products.  company's stock has gained 94.66% 
Since there is no second in the past six months on the US 
suppl ier,  orders  keep stock exchange Nasdaq, where many 
rising.The second driver is of the world's biggest technology 
the explosion in artificial companies list their shares.It does 
intel l igence.  AI tools not make phones, laptops or chips. 
require huge computing Instead, it builds the machines that 
power, and every generation make the world’s most advanced 
of AI models needs more chips possible. And that single fact 

make chips faster and more efficient. advanced chips than the one before. has turned it into one of the most 
Without EUV, the highest-end chips This has pushed chipmakers to expand influential companies in global 
simply cannot be produced.Here is the their fabs and upgrade their equipment, technology.Most people never hear 
part that changes everything. ASML is which in turn increases demand for about ASML because it operates behind 
the only company on the planet capable ASML systems.The third reason is the the scenes. But its machines sit at the 
of making EUV machines. No other company’s strong visibility. ASML’s heart of every modern device. If you use 
firm has matched its technology. This order book stretches far into the future. a smartphone, a laptop, an electric car, a 
gives ASML an advantage that is Many machines are booked years in cloud service or an AI tool, you are 
almost impossible to challenge. advance because production capacity is i n d i r e c t l y  r e l y i n g  o n  A S M L 

limited and demand is intense.technology.The company builds WHY HAS THE STOCK SOARED 90% 

New Delhi.(Agency)
 Dalal Street's main indices opened on a cautious note 

on Friday as global volatility and escalating US–Iran 
tensions continued to weigh on investor sentiment. 
The benchmark indices were largely flat in early 
trade, reflecting the jittery mood across markets.

At around 9:16 am, the S&P BSE Sensex was trading 
10.44 points lower at 82,487.70, while the Nifty 50 
inched marginally higher to stay above the 25,450 
mark.The broader market displayed a mixed trend, 
suggesting that sector-specific moves will be crucial 
through the session. Notably, weakness persisted in 
the IT pack, extending the downtrend that has 
dominated the week.The sharp rise in geopolitical 
tensions remains the biggest overhang on sentiment. 
Elevated uncertainty after fresh statements from 
Washington and Tehran has pushed global markets 
into a risk-off zone, spilling over into domestic 
equities as well.Dr. VK Vijayakumar, Chief 
Investment Strategist at Geojit Financial Services, 
said the escalation has left markets “on tender 
hooks.”“The sharp spike in Brent crude to Rs72 
reflects growing fear and uncertainty in markets. 
President Trump’s warning that ‘Iran has 10 to 15 
days to strike a deal or bad things happen’ has put the 
markets on tender hooks. Whether there will be a 
deal after the standoff, or whether missiles will fly 
will determine the market behaviour in the near 
term. The continuing weakness in IT stocks is 
another  dampener  for  the market ,”  he 
said.Vijayakumar added that despite the noise, 
India’s economic fundamentals remain supportive.

“Amidst the many crises, the strength of the Indian 
economy and the recovery in corporate earnings, as 
reflected in Q3 numbers, are positives. If the 
US–Iran standoff is resolved in the coming days, the 
market will bounce back. Investors who are 
optimistic about a possible deal can use the current 
weakness to buy fairly valued, high-quality stocks 
ac ross  bank ing  and  f inanc ia l s ,  au tos ,  
pharmaceuticals, hotels, capital goods and 
telecom.”

BENGALURU. (Agency)
 IIsrael is a small Middle Eastern nation on the 

Mediterranean Sea, home to just 9.4 million 

people. It lacks vast oil reserves, expansive 

farmland, and a massive domestic market. It has 

faced decades of geopolitical tension and hostile 

borders. Yet today, Israel ranks among the 

wealthiest and most advanced economies in the 

world.Its economic output is more than ten times 

that of some neighboring countries. Its GDP per 

capita exceeds USD 52,000 — higher than 

nations such as Canada, Germany, Japan, and the 

UK. It is ranked among the most innovative 

countries globally and spends more on research 

and development as a share of GDP than even the 

United States.But this prosperity was not 

inevitable. In fact, less than four decades ago, 

Israel’s economy was on the brink of collapse.
The Crisis of the 1980s
By the mid-1980s, Israel was battling 

hyperinflation that peaked at over 370 percent 

annually. The Israeli shekel had become nearly 

worthless. Citizens avoided using their own 

currency, preferring US dollars instead. Business 

contracts became nearly impossible to structure 

because prices changed so rapidly. A salary 

agreed upon one year could lose much of its 

purchasing power the next.

How Hyderabad's love for biryani exposed 
a nationwide multi-crore tax scam

Sensex, Nifty open flat amid 
volatility, IT stocks continue 
to decline

Central government employees and 
pensioners are closely watching 
every update on the 8th Pay 
Commission. The big questions 
remain, i.e., when will the new pay 
structure be implemented, and when 
will arrears actually reach your bank 
account

implementation date yet. However, if fitment factor of 2.57.”He added that HOW MUCH SALARY HIKE CAN 
past practice is followed, the revised pay early projections for the 8th Pay EMPLOYEES EXPECT?
structure is likely to take effect from Commission suggest a 20–35% increase, This is the next big question. While nothing 
January 1, 2026. This is because the 7th with a possible fitment factor in the is final yet, experts are looking at past 
Pay Commission’s term ends on 2.4–3.0 range.However, he cautioned that commissions and current economic 
December 31, 2025.In Parliament, these are only estimates.conditions to estimate possible increases.
Minister of State for Finance Pankaj “The final number will depend on 
Chaudhary clarified that, as per the inflation over the next 12–18 
Resolution notified on November 3, months, fiscal space after the 16th 
2025, the 8th Pay Commission will F i n a n c e  C o m m i s s i o n ,  t a x  
submit its recommendations within 18 buoyancy and political appetite. 
months from the date of its constitution. My own sense is that the 

WHEN WILL EMPLOYEES GET government will try to balance a New Delhi.(Agency)
ARREARS? visible, feel-good hike with a more Central government employees and 

Even if the report is submitted within 18 calibrated structure of allowances pensioners are waiting for clarity on one 
months, implementation may take and DA resets.”big question, i.e., when will the 8th Pay 
additional time. However, whenever the 8th PAY COMMISSION WEBSITE Commission be implemented, and when 
g o v e r n m e n t  a p p r o v e s  t h e  LAUNCHEDThe government has will arrears be paid?The government has 
recommendations, arrears are likely to be launched the official website of the 8th Pratik Vaidya, Managing Director and already approved the Terms of Reference 
calculated from January 1, 2026.CA Pay Commission. The Commission has Chief  Vision Officer  at  Karma (ToR) for the 8th Pay Commission in 
Manish Mishra, Founder, GenZCFO, invited suggestions and inputs from Management  Global  Consul t ing November 2025. It has also given the 
explained the likely scenario, “Arrears minis tr ies ,  departments ,  central  Solutions Pvt. Ltd., said expectations are panel 18 months to submit its report. The 
will likely be computed from January 1, government employees and other being shaped by history and today’s chairperson and some members have been 
2026, the date that has been set as the end stakeholders.economy.“The 6th Pay Commission appointed. But the final implementation 
date for the 7th Pay Commission, even if The last date to submit responses is March delivered roughly a 40% average hike, d a t e  i s  s t i l l  n o t  o f f i c i a l l y  
payment is actually made later after the 16, 2026. This shows that the process has while the 7th Pay Commission’s overall announced.WHEN WILL THE 8th PAY 
commission's recommendations are formally started, but it will still take time impact on pay and allowances is often COMMISSION BE IMPLEMENTED?
cleared.” before the final report is ready.placed around 23–25%, with a uniform The government has not fixed an 

Gaudium IVF IPO Day 1: 
Price band, GMP, Listing 
timeline — All you need to 
know

Copper prices have risen sharply this year due to supply disruptions at key global mines and strong demand from sectors such as electrification, renewable energy and artificial intelligence-led infrastructure.

How Israel went from 370% 
hyperinflation in the 1980s 
to Becoming a global high-
tech powerhouse

CHENNAI.(Agency)
Fertility care provider Gaudium IVF and Women 

Health has opened its initial public offering (IPO) for 
subscription today, February 20. This marks a 
significant moment for India’s reproductive 
healthcare space. Ahead of the launch, the company 
raised Rs 49.5 crore from anchor investors, 
signalling early investor interest. The Rs 165 crore 
issue will remain open till February 24 and is set to 
make history, as Gaudium IVF becomes the first 
fertility care company in India to tap the public 
markets.The total size of the Gaudium IVF IPO is Rs 
165 crore and is divided into two parts. It includes a 
fresh issue of 1.14 crore shares worth Rs 90 crore and 
an offer-for-sale (OFS) of 95 lakh shares amounting 
to Rs 75 crore. In a fresh issue, the funds go directly to 
the company to support its growth plans, while in an 
OFS, existing shareholders sell part of their stake and 
receive the proceeds.Gaudium IVF has fixed the IPO 
price band at Rs 75 to Rs 79 per share. Each lot 
consists of 189 shares. At the upper price band of Rs 
79, retail investors will need a minimum investment 
of Rs 14,931 for one lot. Small non-institutional 
investors (NIIs) will have to apply for at least 14 lots, 
amounting to Rs 2,09,034, while big NIIs will need to 
bid for a minimum of 67 lots, which comes to around 
Rs 10,00,377.The Gaudium IVF IPO will close for 
subscription on February 24. The basis of allotment 
is likely to be finalised on February 25, and refunds, 
if any, will also be initiated the same day. Shares are 
expected to be credited to investors’ demat accounts 
on February 26, with the stock scheduled to list on the 
exchanges on February 27. The shares will be listed 
on both the NSE and BSE.

What began as a simple I-T review of 
biryani restaurant bills turned into a 
sweeping hunt for Rs 70,000 crore in 
suppressed sales buried across the 
country.

worth of bills during the six years THE BILLING SCAM The scale grew clearer as officers checked 
examined.More than Rs 13,000 crore individual states. Karnataka showed the At first, the officers thought it was a local 
worth of those bills had been quietly highest value of deleted transactions at trick. Then they discovered that all these 
erased after being recorded.This was not about Rs 2,000 crore.Telangana followed restaurants were using the same billing 
accidental. Some restaurants removed a with about Rs 1,500 crore. Tamil Nadu, software. That was the moment the 

Maharashtra and Gujarat were not far i n v e s t i g a t i o n  s t o p p e d  b e i n g  
behind.A closer look at 3,734 PANs in routine.When officials traced the 
Andhra Pradesh and Telangana deletion pattern back to the software 
revealed suppressed sales worth over provider’s backend in Ahmedabad, they 
Rs 5,000 crore.When investigators unlocked nearly sixty terabytes of stored 

New Delhi.(Agency) studied a sample of forty restaurants in billing information from more than one 
It began quietly late last year, but the scale the two states, they found nearly Rs lakh restaurants across India.A small 

it exposed was staggering. A routine visit 400 crore in unreported turnover. mismatch at a biryani joint had suddenly 
by officers from the Income Tax (I-T) Some outlets seemed to hide almost a turned into a nationwide data trail.Inside 
Department to a few popular biryani quarter of their sales.the tax department’s digital lab in 
restaurants in Hyderabad would H y d e r a b a d ,  s p e c i a l i s t s  b e g a n  THE BIRYANI ANGLE
eventually point to around Rs 70,000 reconstructing the deleted bills. One of the key consumption patterns 
crore in concealed turnover across the 

Every transaction clicked into the system flagged during the data analytics 
country.At the time, nothing looked few cash bills every day. Others erased had left tiny digital marks, even if it had exercise was tied to India’s high-volume 
unusual. Officers walked in for basic entire blocks of dates, sometimes up to been “deleted” on the surface. biryani business. Officials familiar with 
checks. Kitchens were busy, customers thirty days at a stretch.A few businesses the probe said a significant portion of HOW AI HELPED
were eating, and the billing counters were kept all theirrecords intact inside the suspicious billing activity came from Artificial Intelligence tools helped read operating as usual.Then something did software but still declared a much smaller restaurants where biryani is the primary these marks and rebuild the missing not add up. The number of diners inside turnover in their tax filings. The intention revenue driver.Because biryani is one of pieces. What officers found was striking. the restaurant was far higher than the was the same in each case. Lower the highest-selling single-dish items in Restaurants across the country had figures showing on the billing system. reported income meant lower tax. the organised and semi-organised .generated around Rs 2.43 lakh crore 
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Habits 

Relationships

Many parents complain that their 
children don't listen to them, whether 
it's brushing their teeth before bed or 
eating veggies!
But what they don't understand is that 
unless they instill little 
habits like these from a 
young age, children 
won't get into a set 
routine. We list down the 
top three healthy habits 
every parent must make 
their child follow.
- Teach your child about 
dental hygiene. This not 
only includes brushing after every 
meal, but also flossing their teeth daily. 
What's more, parents must encourage 
kids to go for regular check-ups to the 
dentist and educate them about the ill-

effects of bingeing on sweets.
- In today's world, most kids are holed up 
in their house, playing video games on 
their computers, instead of playing 
outdoors. Hence it's necessary to teach 

them the benefits of 
exercise and being 
active. Set an example, 
by being active yourself. 
Take your kids to the 
park and play with them.
- Reading is a habit that 
will prove valuable to 
your kids when they 
grow up and want to 

study higher, as it will drastically elevate 
their language skills. Every night, set aside 
sometime and read to your kids. 
Eventually, make them develop the habit 
of reading on their own.

Most of us are guilty of asking our kids, 'How was your 
day?' after they return from a long day at school. And when 
we get common answers like, 'Good' or 'Fine', we 
obviously feel disappointed and sometimes dejected. So 
how can we make our kids more forthcoming about 
sharing details of their day. Or atleast get a full sentence 
out...
1) What is the best place at the school?
2) What was the funniest thing you heard today?
3) Did you help someone today?
4) Did someone help you?
5) Who sat with you in the class? Would you have 
preferred someone else?
6) What made you laugh?
7) What bored you in school?
8) During lunch break, whom did you play with?
9) Who is the funniest person in the class?
10) Who is the most grumpy kid in the class?
11) If you were your teacher, what would you do?
12) What was the word your teacher used most today?
13) Did anyone cry in the class?
14) Did your ma'am teach something that you couldn't 
understand?
15) Anything you look forward to tomorrow?
16) What is the hardest rule you have to follow in school?
17) What made your teacher happy?
18) What made your teacher mad?
19) Did you learn any new words today?
20) Which is the part of your school you like the least?
21) Did you use the school washroom? Do you feel safe 
going there?

Pets 

How to have a 
With the sweltering summer approaching fast, 
fun-loving Surtis have already started making 
plans for a much deserved family vacation for 
the year. And if a pet is one of your family 
members too, you'd never want to leave him 
behind.
Here's how to make sure you and your four-
legged companion make the most out of a 
holiday.

Travel safely
The safest and the most comfortable way for 
pets to travel is inside a carrier or crate. Never 
leave your pet unattended in a parked car. 
Temperatures shoot up inside a closed vehicle 
during summer and that can give your pet a 
fatal heatstroke. Always keep them on the back 
seat and don't allow them to stick their head out 
of the window. Give them plenty of rest stops 
and carry sufficient amount of food and water. 
On a beach trip, make sure you get them a 
shady spot and never let them drink sea water 
as salt tends to make them sick.
Check with the airline in advance
If travelling by airplane with your pets is the 
only option, call the airline in advance and 
check if they allow pets in the cabin. Check if 
they have any special pet health and 
immunisation requirements and if they require 
a specific type of carrier. If your pet is flying in 

the cargo hold, make sure you use direct 
flights, travel in the same flight as your pet, 
and choose a flight that will accommodate 
temperature extremes.
Make hotel reservations carefully
The words `pet-friendly' have a very broad 
definition in the hotel world. Call them 
directly and ask: What is the charge for 
bringing a pet? Will there be a cleaning fee 
that may or may not be refundable? Are there 
weight restrictions, breed restrictions? May I 
leave them unattended in the room while I'm 

gone for the day?
If you can't carry your pet along
The best way to ensure pet safety when you 
can't take them along is to have someone 
watch your pet in your home. If it's difficult 
to find a potential dog baby-sitter, make sure 
you find a comfortable, responsible and 
reliable 24 hour home care. Look for a foster 
home or a dog care centre to leave your dog 
while on vacation. Visit the centre at least 
twice to check if its clean and safe, the 
caretakers are reliable and whether they will 
be able to meet the needs of your dog.
Tip
Always, have two ID tags on your pet's 
collar: the normal ID tag plus a tag with the 
information of where you are staying (hotel, 
friend's address, etc.). Also, keep an updated 
photo of your pet in case you do get 
separated, so you can locate him more 
easily.
Must do's
Get an early summer check-up done for your 
pet and make sure your dog's vaccinations 
are up to date before your trip. Fleas, ticks 
and the mosquitoes which carry heart worm 
disease are more prevalent in warmer 
months.
Ask your veterinarian for an effective 
preventive to keep these parasites off your 
dog.
While making a travel plan, don't visit 
places where animals are kept in cages and 
enclosures or used for entertainment. 
Animals can suffer tremendously when they 
are kept in captivity and live in an almost 
constant state of discomfort and anxiety.
Avoid festivals and temple ceremonies that 
continue to feature elephants. Choose a 
beach, hill station, park, garden or a 
historical place instead.

Did you know that India has one of the most 
comprehensive set of animal protection laws in the 
world?

Despite this, most of us have, at least once, been 
witness to animal abuse. Bringing home a pet is a huge 
commitment, and one that everyone at home must be 
ready for. It's commonplace for parents to give into 
their kids' demands and later realize that they are 
unable to care for the pet. Many end up abandoning 
them on the roads, or worse, keep them on a leash 
throughout the day.

"I see so many people who get pet dogs because they 
think it's some kind of status symbol, and not because 
they have genuine affection for the animal. When a 
pup is brought home, there is so much excitement and 
happiness. But a few months later, when the puppy 
begins to grow, it is relegated to a corner of the house, 
where it is tied up and beaten if it misbehaves, or so 
much as lets out a bark. Essentially, this poor animal is 
punished for being itself," says Shonali Mani, an 
assistant editor at a production firm.

Let them live an animal's life
When pets are not given the kind of care they 

require, their attitudes tend to change, and they can 
become temperamental and aggressive. Owners who 
are unable to handle this change end up abandoning 
their pets. Nothing is more cruel than being ripped 
away from your family and left in an unknown 
environment. Unlike street animals, pets do not know 
how to fend for and protect themselves.

"Over 90% people are not kind to animals. Once the 
novelty of having a pet wears off, people abandon 
them on the streets. Over 60% of these animals die. 
This is why I think that animals must not be allowed to 
be kept as pets. They should be let free in their 
natural habitat, where they can interact with 
others of their kind," says Animal Rights Fund 
Trustee Dilip Bafna.

Although the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals 
Act has been in force since 1960, Dilip feels that 
it is toothless and does not do much in way of 
preventing abuse. With fines as low as `10, 
nothing seems to be on the animal's side. "Human 
beings are the stronger animals; therefore, we are 
a threat to animals, and not the other way around. 
My advice would be to first get an experience of 
what it is like to have a pet before bringing it to 
your house," says actress Aindrita Ray, who 
owns a dog herself.

Needs of pets are different from that of humans
When you bring an animal into your home, it 

depends on you for more than just food. Pets 
really are a part of your family and deserve your 
love and care, but at the same time, one must be 
aware that the needs of an animal are different from 
that of humans. Your pet needs space to run around, 
and requires that you pay adequate attention to its 
grooming.

"It is important to take pets on regular walks, give 
them clean water and food, not keep them chained for 
too long and ensure that visits to the veterinarian are 
regular," says Santosh Rajashekar, Trustee, CUPA. 
An animal's growth is hit when it is kept indoors and 
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not given enough exercise. This can also lead to skin 
problems and ailments like kidney or liver failure.

While many of us feel that a whack or two is OK to 
discipline our pets, Santosh says that such methods of training 
are outdated. "Beating is just not required. Positive 
reinforcement, wherein you spend time with your pets and 
reward good behaviour, works best," he says, adding, "You 
don't need professional trainers. There are several videos 
online that you can refer to to train your pet. You will cherish 
this experience and it is a great way to bond."

What to do if you witness abuse
So what do you do if you witness abuse? If reasoning it out 

with the owner is not an option, the best thing to do is to call in 
the experts. Santosh, whose team rescues and rehabilitates 
abused animals, says that on an average, he receives 4-5 cases 
a day. "We do not reveal the name of the complainant, so that 
there are no issues between neighbours. We counsel the 
owners and tell them that what they are doing is wrong and 

against the law. If they are facing problems with caring for 
their pets, we give them options and even offer to take the pet 
away if they are unable to keep them. The last step is to 
approach the local police, if the owners do not mend their 
ways and are unwilling to give us their pet," says Santosh.

There's a reason dogs are called man's best friend. They get 
lonely when you are away and are happiest in the presence of 
their human family. Treating them with respect is something 
that must come naturally, and it all begins with education, 
feels Aindrita.

"Parents must educate their children about how to behave 
with animals. Animals are just like human beings and feel 
as much pain as we do. They are innocent like babies and 
exhibit all the emotions that we do — be it joy, sadness or 
jealousy. Pets have an incredible ability to brighten your 
day and fill your house with positive energy. Not once have 
I come home and not had my dog Zorro jumping in joy to 
see me," she says, adding, "Bringing dogs home just to use 
them as security guards is inhuman. If you want security, 
just pay for guards; don't abuse helpless animals."

What the law says
The following area punishable under the Prevention of 

Cruelty To Animals Act, 1960:
- Beating, kicking, overriding, torturing or causing any 

pain or suffering by the pet owner or any other person.
- Caging or confining in an enclosure that is too small to 

allow reasonable movement.
- Using a short leash or a very heavy chain.
- Keeping the animal constantly confined or tied for 

extended periods, thereby denying it the opportunity to 
exercise.

- Failing to provide sufficient food, water and proper 
shelter.

- Placing an animal in circumstances that are likely to 
endanger its life, or cause its death from starvation or thirst. 
This means abandoning an animal in unfamiliar territory or 
in sickness or old age.

- Maiming or injuring an animal in any way, or 
performing any surgical or invasive procedure without 
anaesthesia. This can include ear or tail docking.

- Inadequate health care. This includes lack of timely and 
appropriate veterinary treatment.

- Using an animal for the purpose of animal 
fights/contests (cockfights, oxen races, dog races) or 

baiting.
- Over-breeding dogs or keeping pups for sale in 

poor conditions.
Celebs that are animal right advocates
Amitabh Bachchan: Senior Bachchan brought 

worldwide attention to the plight of Bijlee, an 
elephant who collapsed after being physically and 
psychologically traumatized, in June. If it was not 
for the actor's appeal via social media outlets, which 
generated worldwide support, this former working 
elephant would not have been rescued and cared for.

Madhuri Dixit-Nene: Recently, the Dhak Dhak 
girl rescued seven puppies that were drenched in rain 
and struggling for their lives. Madhuri interrupted 
the shoot of her show, and stayed with the puppies 
until help arrived.

Trisha Krishnan: She recently sent a letter to the 
mayor of Chennai, urging him to scrap a proposed 
round-up of approximately 30,000 dogs from the 
streets, who would then be imprisoned in pounds.

Raveena Tandon-Thadani: The actress shares her home 
with two Indian community dogs rescued from the streets 
and one dog adopted from an animal shelter. She has also 
helped find homes for several other street dogs.

John Abraham: He pushed for enforcement of the ban on 
Jallikattu and spoke out against Mumbai's 'dancing' 
monkeys. Now, John is urging the Ministry of 
Environment and Forests to help animals who are abused 
in India's circuses.

have rights too

Pets 
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