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Lucknow, 5 February: Chief Minister

Yogi Adityanath said, “Digital governance
has completely transformed the loan
approval system in Uttar Pradesh. Earlier,
when ‘Annadata Kisan’ went to take loans
through the Kisan Credit Card (KCC), they
had to wait anywhere between 25 days to
one month. Today, the farmer is receiving
loan facilities within just five minutes
through e-KCC”.  CM also added, for the
year 2026-27, our agricultural credit target
of ?3 lakh crore reflects a 13 percent
increase compared to earlier years. This is
good governance, and we must move for-
ward with even greater strength in this
direction. The Chief Minister was address-
ing the gathering on Thursday at Lok
Bhawan during the release of the State
Focus Paper in State Credit Seminar 2026-
27.  He said that today the government and
Annadata Kisan (Farmers) are jointly think-
ing about how Artificial Intelligence (AI)
can be used in agriculture.  Inspired by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, the Central

Budget has announced an AI Agriculture
Platform, and Uttar Pradesh is progressing

rapidly in this direction. On this occasion,
the Chief Minister also honoured several
Farmer Producer Organisations (FPOs) on
the stage. The Chief Minister said, The
models presented at the seminar are an
inspiration for the entire state. The Kasya
Milk Producer FPO, operated by different-
ly-abled persons and having 1,005 members,
is a living example of this.  In regions like

eastern Uttar Pradesh, which were earlier
considered weak, differently-abled individu-

als have set a new benchmark
through their hard work and
capability. This is a great
achievement, and all those
involved deserve appreciation.
Mentioning the mustard pro-
duction company run by 750
women in Mathura, the Chief
Minister added, “He personally
visited their exhibition. The
way women linked mustard oil
production with processing and
earned better profits is a lesson
for the entire state. The govern-

ment will extend full support to such initia-
tives at every level”. CM Yogi also said,
“The cooperative sector is also undergoing
a major transformation. Under the vision of
“Sahkar se Samriddhi ki Ore”, digitisation,
e-governance and transparent policies have
ensured good governance and accountabili-
ty in cooperative institutions”.  CM contin-
ues by saying, Uttar Pradesh is the first

state in the country to work with the World
Bank in the field of agri-tech. Agriculture,
MSMEs, women, agri-tech and youth entre-
preneurship are among the top priorities of
the government.  Recalling the situation
before 2017, the Chief Minister said, “The
cooperative sector was dominated by
mafias. The Reserve Bank had declared 16
district cooperative banks as defaulters and
ordered their closure. Today, under our gov-
ernment, 15 out of these 16 banks have
turned profitable, and efforts are underway
to make the remaining one profitable as
well”. The Chief Minister said, there was a
time when large-scale migration had taken
place from Uttar Pradesh due to the collapse
of the MSME sector. Handicrafts and
exports had nearly come to a standstill, and
MSMEs were on the verge of closure. Our
government promoted it through the One
District One Product (ODOP) initiative.
Today, Uttar Pradesh is the first state in the
country to provide ?5 lakh security insur-
ance to MSME units.
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Ghaziabad.(Agency)
A district court has permitted a woman to 

sell two-thirds of a residential property 
inherited by her minor sons after the death 
of her husband, allowing the sale to meet 
the children's education expenses.Hearing 
the matter under the Guardians and Wards 
Act, the court granted conditional 
permission, directing that the proceeds 
from the minors' share of the sale be 
deposited in a nationalised bank in their 
names until they attain the age of 
18.District judge Vinod Singh Rawat also 
directed the applicant, Anjana Kumari, to 
execute a sale agreement with the 
prospective buyer and submit a proforma 
of the sale deed before the court within two 
months of the order.To ensure a fair 
valuation, the court ordered Kumari to 
submit copies of sale deeds of at least two 
nearby properties executed within the past 

two years. "The entire amount received 
from the sale corresponding to the minors' 
share shall be deposited in a fixed deposit 
scheme in a nationalised bank in the 
names of the minors until they attain 
majority," the court said.In her application 
filed under Sections 29 and 31 of the Act, 
Kumari stated that she is the natural and 
legal guardian of her two sons, Harshit and 
Yojit. She told the court that her husband, 
Anil Kumar, had purchased the house in 
Dilshad Extension II on Sept 12, 2012, and 
died in an accident on March 1, 2018, after 
which the family's financial responsibility 
fell entirely on her.Kumari said that 
following her husband's death, the two 
children—Harshit, currently in Class VI, 
and Yojit, in Class III—became co-heirs to 
the property along with her.She submitted 
that there was an urgent need to sell part of 
the property to fund the boys' schooling 

and related expenses.An affidavit filed by 
her mother-in-law, Omvati, supported 
Kumari's plea and stated that she had no 
objection to the proposed sale. Kumari's 
brother, who appeared as a prosecution 
witness, also told the court that he had no 
objection to the property being sold.The 
court noted that key documents, including 
Anil Kumar's death certificate, the 
inheritance certificate in the names of 
Kumari and the two minors, and a list of 
the deceased's family members, were 
placed on record.Observing that the 
children were studying at DAV Public 
School in Rajendra Nagar and that their 
e d u c a t i o n  i n v o l v e d  s i g n i f i c a n t  
expenditure, the court said Kumari had 
made out a case for relief. "The petitioner 
has no source of income and seeks 
permission to sell the property to meet the 
exigencies of the minors' education.

Gurgaon shocker: Class 8 student 
raped, impregnated by neighbour

Court lets woman sell part of  house 
inherited by sons to fund their studies

Gang using GPS jammers to 
snatch cars busted, six held

Noida.(Agency)
 An FIR has been registered against 10 

people, including a former Samajwadi 
Party functionary, for allegedly 
embezzling over Rs 1 crore under the 
pretext of opening a grocery company.

Three named accused — Anshul Yadav, 
Subey Yadav and Adesh Yadav, all 
residents of Sector 113 — and seven 
others have been charged with issuing 
threats and causing injury by hitting a 
man with a vehicle. One of the accused 
is the former metropolitan president of 
Samajwadi Party.

The case was registered at the Phase 3 
police station on the orders of a court. 
The complainant — Yatendra Bansal 
alias Ricky, a resident of Vasundhara — 
alleged in his application to the court 
that he complained to the police, but no 
action was taken. Therefore, he 
"approached" the court.

The case was registered under sections 
316(2) (criminal breach of trust), 
115(2) (voluntarily causing hurt), 352 
(intentional insult with intent to 
provoke breach of peace), 351(2)(1) 
(criminal intimidation), 281 (rash 
driving or riding in a public way) and 
125(b) (endangering life or personal 
safety due to rashness or negligence) of 
the BNS.Yatendra said that he, along 
with his partner Himanshu, formed the 
company — Grocery Bazaar. The 
accused were also partners in this 
venture. As per the agreement, a 
grocery store was opened in the Phase 3 
area, and Yatendra, Himanshu and 
Adesh were appointed directors. 
Yatendra invested more than Rs 1 crore 
in the venture. The "other directors and 
partners" took control of the store.

When Yatendra and Himanshu demanded 
their money back, the accused 
threatened them. Anshul, Subey, Adesh 
and seven others together changed the 
company's name to New Noida 
Grocery Bazaar. On July 6, 2025, the 
accused allegedly attempted to kill 
Yatendra by hitting him with a vehicle. 
The complainant was "in a state of 
shock" since then.

DEHLI/NCR

Roads under water; trees & poles 
uprooted: Cities on knees again

Noida/Ghaziabad. The showers that started Friday 
and continued on Sunday has led to heavy 
waterlogging in Noida and Ghaziabad.

A park for children in Noida Sector 51 has turned into 
a shallow pool, while parks and green belts in 
sectors 119, 12, 30, 120, etc., also remained out of 
bounds due to flooding.Low-lying areas, like 
Botanical Garden Metro station in Noida and Jagat 
Farm Market in Greater Noida, are under at least 
two feet of water. Meanwhile, residents reported 
flooded roads and basements in Noida sectors 22, 
30, 36, 51, 62, 71, 104, 105, 72, 117, 122, 99, 
etc.The picture is similar in Ghaziabad, with Abhay 
Khand, Loni, and Muradnagar facing waterlogging.

Late on Sunday, following reports of 12 people stuck 
in Tronica City due to heavy waterlogging, a team 
of Ghaziabad NDRF carried out a rescue operation. 
Considering a warning of heavy rain ahead, NDRF 
teams are on high alert for emergency response in 
Noida and Ghaziabad.Residents blamed the 
authorities for not taking adequate measures to 
check flooding.“The Noida Authority failed to 
prepare for the monsoon in advance. All its claims 
have fallen flat. In Sector 51, people are wading 
through one-and-a-half feet to two feet of water. 
The Sunday showers also left houses and basements 
flooded.

News box

Traffic ACP suspends 2 zonal 
officers after surprise check 
during Surajkund Mela

Gurgaon.(Agency)
 The assistant commissioner of police (traffic east), Sanjay 

Kumar, suspended two traffic zonal officers on Tuesday 
after a surprise inspection revealed serious lapses in duty 
at key traffic checkpoints in the city.

The inspection was carried out on Feb 4 at multiple 
locations. Assistant sub-inspector (ASI) Narendra, 
posted as the zonal officer at the Ghata Power House, 
was found absent from his designated duty point. He was 
marked absent and suspended with immediate effect.

In another instance, ASI Azad, deployed as zonal officer at 
the Faridabad–Bandhwari Toll, was found sitting inside 
a booth instead of manning the checkpoint set up for 
heavy vehicle checking in view of the ongoing 
Surajkund Mela. Further verification showed that he was 
not carrying the mandatory govt-issued body-worn 
camera, amounting to serious negligence of duty. He was 
also suspended with immediate effect.

Officials said traffic police teams conduct regular surprise 
inspections to ensure compliance with departmental 
orders and traffic regulations. The Surajkund Mela, 
which draws a large number of visitors and vehicles, has 
led to the deployment of additional traffic personnel and 
checkpoints to manage congestion and ensure public 
safety.Senior officers said absence from duty points and 
failure to follow standard operating procedures could 
severely impact traffic regulation and public safety.

“Strict adherence to duty protocols, visible presence on the 
ground, and use of prescribed equipment are mandatory 
for all officers and staff. Any sort of negligence, 
indiscipline, or defiance of orders will not be tolerated at 
any level, and similar surprise inspections and stringent 
action will continue in the future," ACP Sanjay Kumar 
said.

Gurgaon.(Agency)
A 14-year-old girl was allegedly raped and 

impregnated by her neighbour in a rented 
accommodation located in an area under 
the jurisdiction of the Sector 10 police 
station.The survivor, a Class 8 student at a 
government school, is two weeks 
pregnant, according to people aware of the 
case.The 19-year-old accused, a native of 
Uttar Pradesh, worked as a helper in the 
same company as the survivor's mother. 
He lived alone in a rented accommodation 
near the girl's house. The man fled after 
finding out about the matter and was yet to 
be arrested.The incident happened 
sometime in January and came to light on 
Monday after the girl complained of acute 
pain and nausea. Initially, a private doctor 
treated her for the nausea but the pain 
persisted and she was taken to a 
government hospital, where doctors 
discovered the pregnancy and informed 
police. She is currently undergoing 

treatment and recorded her statement 
before a magistrate late Tuesday evening. 
She also told police that the accused raped 
her twice on the same day.The accused 
was booked under Section 6 (aggravated 
penetrative sexual assault) of the 
Protection of Children from Sexual 
Offences (Pocso) Act at the Sector 10 
police station.An officer privy to the 
matter said that the girl was alone when 
the accused entered her home. "He knew 
the girl's family as they resided in the same 

building, and the accused worked in 
the same company as her mother. He 
knew the survivor was alone at home. 
H e  t h r e a t e n e d  h e r  o f  d i r e  
consequences if she told anyone about 
the rape, but the victim got pregnant," 
the officer added. The girl was 
provided counselling after the Child 
Welfare Committee was informed by 
police.The survivor has five siblings. 
Her father, a native of Bihar, works as 
a labourer in the area. According to 

people privy to the case, the girl's mother 
was initially reluctant to lodge a formal 
complaint and wanted to take her daughter 
to their hometown.

 However, the family decided to pursue the 
case after being convinced by the 
police"The victim is not aware of her 
condition. The accused is absconding and 
our teams are already raiding his possible 
hideouts. We will arrest him soon," a 
police officer said.

Noida.(Agency)
 An inter-state gang, accused of stealing 

more than 200 four-wheelers over a 
decade using hi-tech equipment, was 
busted by the police.

DCP Noida, Yamuna Prasad, said the gang 
followed a well-organised modus 
operandi, including conducting detailed 
reconnaissance missions to identify 
vehicles in areas with minimal security. 
Once a target was selected, the gang 
broke the locks and installed GPS 
jammers in the cars to prevent the police 
from tracking them.On Wednesday, a 
team from the Sector 39 police station 
arrested six members of the gang, 
including the leader, and recovered four 
stolen cars from different locations. 
During interrogation, the accused 
revealed that stolen vehicles were sold 
on demand in Rajasthan, Haryana, and 
other states. Vehicles that could not be 
sold were dismantled, and their parts 
were sold in various auto parts markets 

in Delhi. The proceeds were shared 
among gang members.

Additional DCP Shavya Goyal said the 
gang continuously committed vehicle 

thefts since 2013, expanding its network 
across several states. Besides Noida and 
Ghaziabad, their activities were also 
traced to Amroha and Rajasthan. Due to 

their long involvement in vehicle 
thefts, the gang emerged as a major 
challenge for police agencies across 
multiple jurisdictions.The arrested 
accused were identified as Sameer 
alias Daud alias Kunja and Salim, 
residents of UP's Sambhal; Azad, a 
resident of Delhi; and Mohsin and 
Faisal from Jodhpur, Rajasthan. 
Sameer is believed to be the gang's 
kingpin. An officer said he faced 14 
criminal cases in Delhi and Noida 
alone, with several more in Amroha. 
Co-accused Salim has 7 cases 
registered against while Azad has a 
criminal record of 38 cases across 
different police stations. Another 
accused, Salim, faces 4 cases, and 
Mohsin and Faisal faces 3 cases each.

Police also revealed that all the accused 
were educated only between Class 5 

and Class 9, but were drawn into 
organised crime in pursuit of quick 
money.

Ex-SP functionary, 9 others 
face FIR in Noida for 

embezzling Rs 1 crore

New elevated corridors planned to clear 
gridlocks on 3 key roads in Gurgaon

Government to intensify 
checks to curb scho

Noida.(Agency)
 Weeks after the Jan 17 drowning of 27-year-old Yuvraj 

Mehta in a water-filled construction pit in Sector 150, 
members of a district residents' welfare association 
(DDRWA) on Wednesday flagged long-standing civic 
neglect and sought a dedicated quick response team for 
emergencies. The delegation met additional chief 
executive officers (ACEOs) Soumya Srivastava and 
Srilakshmi VS at the Greater Noida Authority and 
emphasised the need for a quick response team for the 
district. They also demanded helicopter support to deal 
with accidents in construction pits and fires in high-rise 
societies and nearby villages.

Currently, emergency response operations in Noida are 
handled by the SDRF and NDRF units stationed in 
Ghaziabad. On Jan 16-17 night, the SDRF team from 
Ghaziabad took at least 70 mins to reach the accident 
spot in Sector 150 after Mehta's first SOS call to his 
father at 12.04 am, while the NDRF unit took nearly 2 
hours. Mehta, however, drowned, crying his lungs out as 
he waited to be pulled out. According to police, Yuvraj 
managed to stay afloat till around 1.30 am, after which 
his cries for help stopped.Statements recorded by a 
three-member special investigation team (SIT), probing 
why rescue operations began nearly two hours after the 
car fell into the trench, suggested that the agencies had 
offered differing explanations for the delay, citing 
equipment constraints, weather and poor visibility.

In Jan, Dadri MLA Tejpal Nagar had also written to chief 
minister Yogi Adityanath seeking the deployment of an 
SDRF or NDRF unit in Noida.

GNIDA officials told an RWA delegation that a recent 
joint meeting of all three authorities had discussed plans 
to house NDRF personnel in Greater Noida to enable 
faster emergency response.

Cracker sparks burn down 3 shops, 6 bikes

Burglars drill through Surajpur school wall to 
steal records and registers

Noida.(Agency)
 Days after several people died from water 

contamination in Indore, Noida and 
Greater Noida authorities have ordered 
technical audits of their drinking water 
systems — covering pipelines, 
reservoirs and water ATMs — and asked 
officials to collect samples across 
sectors to rule out any risk of 
contamination.In Noida, the decision 
was taken at a high-level meeting 
chaired on Friday by Authority CEO 
Lokesh M, who reviewed public health 
issues, civic infrastructure, water supply 
and sanitation, and issued strict 
directions to officials.A committee of 

senior water department officials was 
formed to carry out the audit."We have 
ordered a thorough technical audit of the 
water supply system, including 
pipelines, reservoirs and water ATMs, to 
ensure that residents receive safe and 
clean drinking water," Lokesh M said. 
He added that water samples would be 
collected from different sectors and a 
detailed report submitted "at the 
earliest" to ensure there is no 
contamination threat in the city.The 
CEO also reviewed the status of the 80-
cusec Ganga water project and asked 
officials to complete all pending work 
by this month.

Gurgaon.(Agency)
  GMDA is planning to explore the 

feasibility of constructing three 
elevated road corridors — 
which together cover over 16km 
— in old Gurgaon to ease 
congestion at some of the city's 
most traffic-choked junctions 
and arterial stretches.The 
proposed elevated corridors 
include a 7.4km stretch from 
Rajiv Chowk to Atul Kataria 
Chowk via Old Railway Road, 
Sector 5/6 Road and Sheetla 
Mata Road.Another elevated 
road has been planned from Atul 
Kataria Chowk to the Dwarka 
Expressway via Dundahera 
along Old Delhi Road, with a 
length of 5km.The third 
corridor, spanning 3.7km, is 
proposed from Mahavir Chowk 
to IFFCO Chowk via the MDI 
University flyover on MG Road.

The authority invited a request for 
proposal (RFP) to appoint a 
consultant who will conduct 
feasibility studies and prepare 
detailed project reports (DPRs) 
for the three corridors.A GMDA 
off i c i a l  to ld  TOI ,  "The  
consultant will be tasked with a 
detailed mobility assessment 

before finalising the design and 
the alignment. The objective is 
to decongest old Gurgaon and 
also improve connectivity 
towards Delhi. These are high-
traffic routes and we are looking 
at elevated corridors as a long-
term solution. In the older part of 
the city, the surface roads are 
already constrained, the area is 
densely populated and there is 
limited space for widening or 
upgrades at ground level. That is 
why we are exploring the 
elevated road option to ease 
c o n g e s t i o n  a n d  p r o v i d e  
smoother connectivity."

The study wil l  include a 
c o m p r e h e n s i v e  t r a f f i c  
assessment across all modes — 
including pedestrians and non-
motorised transport — to 
understand existing circulation 
patterns and pinpoint what 
exactly is causing repeated 
gridlocks. The data will be 
analysed to identify bottlenecks, 
road capacity issues, junction 
constraints,  mixed-traffic 
conflicts, parking pressure and 
g a p s  i n  p e d e s t r i a n  
infrastructure, the official 
added.One of the most critical 

links under the plan is the 
elevated corridor proposed 
along Old Delhi-Gurgaon Road 
from Atul Kataria Chowk to 
Dundahera, near the Haryana-
Delhi border. The stretch is a 
daily lifeline for thousands of 
c o m m u t e r s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
officegoers headed to Udyog 
Vihar. It also serves residential 
areas such as Palam Vihar and 
Sectors 21, 22 and 23, where 
residents frequently depend on 
this route for access to 
workplaces ,  schools  and 
hospitals.Officials said this 
corridor is being examined 
because it functions as a major 
connector between Delhi and 
Gurgaon, but remains heavily 
congested.

"The consultant will prepare the 
feasibility report till Dwarka 
Expressway along the Old 
Delhi-Gurgaon Road. GMDA 
will take up the portion that falls 
in Gurgaon, while the part 
beyond the border will have to 
be pursued with the Delhi govt," 
the official said, suggesting that 
inter-state coordination may be 
required if the corridor is to 
deliver full benefit.

In Delhi, the stretch passes 
through Kapashera and Samalka 
before being connected with 
Dwarka Expressway. It is lined 
with commercial establishments 
and sees encroachments, with 
street vendors occupying 
portions of the road and public 
transport and para-transit 
vehicles competing for limited 
space.

Officials said an elevated facility 
here could help separate through 
traffic from local movement, 
easing pressure on the existing 
carriageway that currently 
struggles with traffic and 
frequent stoppages.Another 
corridor being examined runs 
from Rajiv Chowk to Atul 
Kataria Chowk, passing through 
Old Railway Road, the Sector 5-
6 dividing road and Sheetla 
Mata Road — a belt that 
w i t n e s s e s  h e a v y  d a i l y  
movement due to the presence 
of courts, govt offices, hospitals, 
educational institutions and 
dense commercial hubs. Traffic 
here is often slowed down by 
narrow sections, roadside 
activity and closely spaced 
junctions.The third proposed 

corridor — from Mahavir 
Chowk to IFFCO Chowk via the 
MDI University flyover.

Noida.(Agency)
 An excise t Sector 53 police station.The case came to light 

following a complaint received at Sector 53 police 
station on Feb 16, 2024. The complainant said his father 
booked a plot in Gurgaon Sector 54 through a real estate 
company and made all payments on time. An allotment 
letter was issued in 2004, followed by possession in 
2005.

After the death of the allottee in 2013, the family applied 
for transfer of the plot in the names of the legal heirs. 
However, the transfer did not materialise. In 2023, the 
family discovered that construction work began on the 
plot. 

Training held in Gurgaon for 
officials on Special Intensive 
Revision of  electoral rolls

Gurgaon.(Agency)
 The District Election Office, Gurgaon, organised a 

training programme for electoral registration officers 
to streamline the ongoing Special Intensive Revision 
(SIR) of electoral rolls. The session was held at the 
PWD Rest House and attended by officers from South 
Haryana.State-level master trainer and Rohtak 
Tehsildar Sarla Kaushik conducted the session, 
explaining procedures related to special revision, new 
voter registration, corrections, disposal of claims and 
objections, and ensuring transparency and error-free 
electoral rolls.A total of 56 officials participated, 
including SDM Gurgaon Parmjeet Chahal, SDM 
Badshahpur Sanjeev Singla, SDM Pataudi Dinesh, 
SDM Manesar Darshan Yadav, SDM Sohna Akhilesh, 
OSD Simran from the divisional commissioner's 
office, CTM Sapna Yadav and election tehsildar 
Rajneesh Sehrawat.The SIR began with house-to-
house verification, checking of photographs, 
addresses, and deceased voters. In Haryana, election 
offices have already completed field verification, BLO 
mapping, and preliminary roll corrections.In Gurgaon 
district, officials have updated entries of shifted voters, 
started bulk correction of errors, and initiated school-
level campaigns to register first-time voters (18–19 
years). Claims and objections are being received 
continuously through both offline forms and the 
NVSP/ECI voter portal.The publication of draft 
electoral roll has been published and at present 
authorities have invited claims and objections. 
Haryana currently has approximately 2.03 crore voters. 
Gurgaon district has over 15.5 lakh voters. In between 
2014 to 2019 nearly 1.6 lakh new voters were added in 
Gurgaon district while in between 2019-24 around 
90,000 voters were added.

Booth level officers (BLOs) all over the state have started 
matching the names of voters with the voters' list of 
2002, as a part of the pre-Special Intensive Revision 
(SIR) exercise.

Noida techie death sparks 
call for NDRF and QRT units 
to tackle highrise fires, 
crashes

Noida.(Agency)
 Attendance registers, expenditure and 

academic records dating back nearly 
two decades were allegedly stolen from 
a govt higher primary school in 
Surajpur, police said.Devla Higher 
Primary School headmistress Sudesh 
Kumari lodged a complaint stating 
burglars drilled a two-foot hole in the 
wall on Sunday night, broke into office 
cabinets, and stole numerous records, 
including teacher and student 
attendance registers from 2008 to Jan 
2026, admission and exam files, 
midday meal records, cash and stock 
registers, family survey files, and bank 
cheques and passbooks. The incident 

came to light when the school reopened 
on Tuesday after a long weekend and 
Republ ic  Day.The  misc rean t s  
ransacked cupboards and left papers 
scattered on the floor, Kumari said. She 
added that school management 
committee account chequebooks and 
passbooks, Meena Panch and PTA 
meeting registers.
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Currently, 96 lakh

MSME units are opera-
tional in the state, and near-
ly 3 crore families depend
on this sector.  CM also
added, “By linking ODOP
with technology, markets,
packaging and design, it
has been developed as a
brand. As a result, the
state’s exports have
increased from ?84 thou-
sand crore to ?1.86 lakh
crore. When the Prime
Minister travels abroad,
ODOP products are pre-
sented as gifts to heads of
state”. Highlighting the
strength of Uttar Pradesh’s
FPOs, the Chief Minister
referred to the Uttar
Pradesh International
Trade Show. He said that
the best performance at the
trade show held in Greater
Noida was by the FPO and
food processing sector.
The Chief Minister stated,
“The state’s credit-deposit
ratio has increased from 43
percent to 61 percent over
the last nine years. The tar-
get is to reach 62 percent
by 31 March this year and
65 percent in 2026-27”.  He

said that strong steps have
been taken through coop-
eratives to empower small
and marginal farmers.
Earlier, farmers had to take
loans at an interest rate of
11 percent, which
increased their burden and
also caused losses to banks
due to defaults. Our gov-
ernment issued clear
instructions that small and
marginal farmers should
be provided loans at an
interest rate of 5 to 6 per-
cent, with the remaining
support borne by the gov-
ernment. When farmers
receive loans at easy inter-
est rates and simple instal-
ments, they invest in agri-
culture, adopt technology
and their income naturally
increases. The Chief
Minister continues by say-
ing, “Uttar Pradesh is the
first state in the country
and the world where 86
percent of land is irrigated.
Free electricity is being
provided to 16 lakh tube
wells, canal irrigation is

free, and solar panels have
already been distributed to
one lakh farmers”.  He said,
there was a time when
Uttar Pradesh was called a
BIMARU state, but today it
has become a state
strengthening the national
economy. Ten years ago,
Uttar Pradesh’s contribu-
tion to the national econo-
my was only 8 percent,
which has now increased to
9.5 percent. In 2016, the
state’s economy was
approximately ?11.7 lakh
crore, which will increase
to ?36 lakh crore by 31
March of the current finan-
cial year. This transforma-
tion is a major break-
through in itself. He also
added that Uttar Pradesh is
not only a revenue surplus
state but has also become
an example of sound finan-
cial management. In 2016,
the per capita income of
Uttar Pradesh was ?43,000,
which has now increased to

?1.20 lakh. The fiscal deficit
is below 3 percent. No new
tax has been imposed in
the state for several years.
Diesel and petrol are avail-
able at the lowest prices in
Uttar Pradesh.  CM said,
the agricultural growth rate
has increased from 8 per-
cent to over 18 percent.
While Uttar Pradesh has 17
percent of the country’s
population, it has only 11
percent of cultivable land.
Despite this, annadata
farmers of Uttar Pradesh
contribute 21 percent of

India’s total foodgrain pro-
duction. Uttar Pradesh
ranks number one in
ethanol and sugar produc-
tion. Between 2000 and
2017, over a period of 17
years, sugarcane farmers
in the state received pay-
ments worth only ?2 lakh
14 thousand crore, where-
as in the last nine years
alone, our government has
transferred ?3 lakh crore
directly into farmers’
accounts, which is ?86
thousand crore more.
Today, Uttar Pradesh has
risen from number 8 to
emerge as the second-
largest economy in the
country.

Farmers now get loans through e-KCC in
just 5 minutes: CM Yogi

NAME CHANGE
I, PRABHAT SINGH S/O BASHANT
LAL R/O H.NO-A/5, GALI NO-3,
PREM VIHAR NANGLI DAIRY
NAJAFGARH, NAJAFGARH, PO
NAJAFGARH, DIST: SOUTH WEST
DELHI-110043 have changed the
name of my minor daughter NATSHA
aged 14 years and she shall here-
after be known as NATASHA.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I,
AASTHA daughter of Shri MANISH
KUMAR residing at B-182, GALI NO-
7, ASHOK NAGAR, SHAHDARA,
DELHI-110093, declare that name of
my father and my mother have been
wrongly written as MANISH SEN and
AMRITA SEN in my 10th and 12th
Class Educational Documents. The
actual name of my father and my
mother are MANISH KUMAR and
AMRITA respectively, which may be
amended accordingly.  It is certified
that I have complied with other legal
requirements in this connection   

NAME CHANGE
I, Foolvati Kumari W/O Suraj R/O C
43/49, Karol Bagh, Jhandewalan
Mandir, Karol Bagh, Karol Bagh,
Central Delhi, Delhi - 110005, have
changed my name and shall here-
after be known as Sandhya

NAME CHANGE
I, Shakila W/O Shakil R/O A-94, J J
Colony, Sawda, Gheora, PO: Gheora,
DIST: North West Delhi, Delhi -
110081, have changed my name and
shall hereafter be known as Farida

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as Dattatraya
Murlidhar Kubade S/o Murlidhar
Kubade Permanently residing at
Ward No 16, Maroti Mandir, Near Old
Goverment Hospital, Patilpura,
Chandur Railway, Amravati,
Maharashtra-444904 Presently resid-
ing at DATTATRAYA MURLIDHAR
KUBADE CISF UNIT DMRC FAMILY
CAMP BAPROLAQTR NO -1130B M
BLOCK BAPROLA NCR SOUTH
DELHI PIN CODE -110043 have
changed my name and shall hereafter
be known as Dattatray M Kubade.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as Shobha Sahgal
W/o Amit Kumar Sehgal R/o 1/3, Gali
No. 1, Johri Pur Opp. Flora Public
School, Ram Mohalla, Gokal Pur,
North East Delhi, Delhi-110094 have
changed my name and shall here-
after be known as Shobha Sehgal.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as Madhu Bala
Sharma W/o Shri Niwas R/o H.No-25
B, Ext-2 B, Nangloi, Nilothi West
Delhi, Delhi-110041 have changed
my name and shall hereafter be
known as Madhu.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as Aman Kerketa S/o
Virender Kerketta R/o H No-E-29/1,
Ruchi Vihar, Rangpuri Pahadi,
Mahipalpur, PO: Gurgaon Road,
DIST: South West Delhi, Delhi-110037
have changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as Aman Kerketta.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as Shubham Rai
alias Ashish Rai S/O Dhaneshwar Rai
R/O R/O A-54, Block-A, Near Hindi
Bhawan, Lohia Nagar, Ghaziabad,
UP-201001, have changed my name
and shall hereafter be known as
Ashish Rai.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as Alok Kumar
Garg alias Alok Kumar S/O
Bhagwati Sharan R/O Flat No 614,
Plot no F-30, Mahagun Manor, Sec-
50, Noida, Gautam Budha Nagar,
UP-201301, have changed my
name and shall hereafter be known
as Alok Kumar Garg.

Public Notice 
It is for general information that I,
PREETI BALHARA S/o JOGINDER
SINGH BALHARA R/o Buldingh
No-24A, Street No-1 Block-A,
Pochanpur, Dwarka Sector-23, Raj
Nagar-II South West Delhi, Delhi-
110077, declare that name of my
father has been wrongly written as
JOGINDER BALHARA in my OBC
Caste Certificate No.90500000
208220.The actual name of my
father is JOGINDER SINGH BAL-
HARA which may be amended
accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that I
SHARIB AZIZ S/O MOHAMMAD
AZIZ R/O H.No-268, Gali No-3,
First Flor, Zakir Nagar, New Friends
Colony, South Delhi, Delhi-110025
declare that name of mine and my
father has been wrongly written as
MD SHARIB AZIZ and MD AZIZ in
my all educational documents and
name of mine and my father has
been wrongly written as MOHAM-
MAD SHARIB AZIZ and MD AZIZ in
my driving license no- UP67
20140009000. The actual name of
mine and my father are SHARIB
AZIZ and MOHAMMAD AZIZ
respectively which may be amend-
ed accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as PINKY SAHAW/O
CHIRANJIB SENGUPTA R/O C-15,
1st Floor, Hauz Khas, New Delhi,
Delhi-110016 have changed my name
and shall hereafter be known as
MANIKANKANA SENGUPTA.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as PREDYOT
KUMAR alias PRADYOT KUMAR
S/O MATHURA PRASAD R/O 186
H/5, Jeevan Nagar, South Delhi,
Delhi-110014 have changed my
name and shall hereafter be known
as PRADYOT KUMAR.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I,
MD SAMIR ANSARI S/O SHARIF
ANSARI R/O Nurani Masjid, Z-251,
Gali No-8, Prem Nagar-2, Kirari
Suleman Nagar, PO: Sultanpuri, C
Block, Dist: North West Delhi, Delhi-
110086 declare that name of mine
and my father and my mother have
been wrongly written as MOH
SAMEER & MOH SHARIF ANSARI
& SAZDA KHATOON in my 10th
Class Marksheet and Certificate.
The actual name of my and my
father and my mother are MD
SAMIR ANSARI & SHARIF
ANSARI & SAJDA KHATOON
respectively which may be amend-
ed accordingly.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I
Shozab Mujtaba S/O Hasan
Mujtaba R/O H No- D-576,Gali No
-21,Main Road Brahampuri,
Chauhan Bangar , Seelampur, PO:
Seelampur, Dist: North East Delhi,
Delhi -110053, declare that name
of my Mother has been wrongly
written as Farhat Mujtaba in my 10
and 12th educational documents.
The actual name of my Mother is
Farhat Bano

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I,
INDRAMANI MISHRA S/O SWAMI
NATH R/O House No- B-28 Third
Floor, Khirki  Extension, Malviya
Nagar, PO: Malviya Nagar, Dist:
South Delhi, Delhi- 110017 declare
that name of mine has been wrong-
ly written as INDDRAMANI
MISHRA in my minor son namely
ANSH MISHRA aged 17 years in
his 10th Class Marksheet and
Certificate. The actual name of mine
is INDRAMANI MISHRA which may
be amended accordingly.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I,
SANJEEV KUMAR VERMA S/O
KEDAR NATH VERMA R/O B 109,
Block-B, Ashok Nagar Thana,
Harijan Basti, Kondli, PO:
Vasundhara Enclave, Dist: East
Delhi, Delhi- 110096 declare that
name of mine and my wife have
been wrongly written as SANJEEV
VERMA and PRIYANKA in my
minor son namely AMIT VERMA
aged 16 years in his 10th Class
Marksheet and Certificate. The actu-
al name of mine and my wife are
SANJEEV KUMAR VERMA and
PRIYANKA VERMA respectively
which may be amended accordingly.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I,
Satish Kumar Yadav S/o Late Shri
Ratan Lal R/o Near Railway Fatak,
H.No-450/12, Balmiki Colony, P.O-
bharthal, Bijwasan, South West
Delhi, Delhi-110077 declare that
name of mine has been wrongly
written as Satish Kumar in my 10th
Class Educational Documents. The
actual name of mine is Satish
Kumar Yadav.

NAME CHANGE
I Sushma Devi W/o Munna Sah R/o
Vill-Kharej, PO-Dhanej, PS-
Karghar, Rohtas, Bihar - 821107,
have changed my name to
Suryakanti Devi

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I
ASHWANI KUMAR S/O
DHEERENDER SINGH R/O H.No.
259/5, Hastsal Village, Uttam
Nagar, Po: D.K. Mohan Garden,
West Delhi, Delhi-110059, declare
that name of mine and my father
have been wrongly written as
ASHWANI and DHIRENDER
SINGH in my driving licence No.
DL1020080004626. The actual
name of mine and my father are
ASHWANI KUMAR and
DHEERENDER SINGH respec-
tively, which may be amended
accordingly.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I
NISHANT S/O CHAND KUMAR
R/O PLOT NO-21, A-1. YAMNOTRI
ENCLAVE, GOPAL NAGAR.
NAJAFGARH, SOUTH WEST
DELHI, DELHI-110043 declare that
name of my father has been wrong-
ly written as CHAND KUMAR in my
10th and 12th class educational
documents, Pan Card No.
CQNPN5419F, aadhar card No.
3875 0888 6423 birth certificate No.
MCDOLIR-0125-1020614985858.
The actual name of my father is
CHAND KUMAR which may be
amended accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as RIYA BATRA
W/O SANJAY BATRA R/O 756
GROUND FLOOR, Dr. MUKHER-
JEE NAGAR, AILAWADI PARK,
DELHI-110009 have changed my
name and shall hereafter be known
as CHAND RANI.

NAME CHANGE
I, SURESH MANDAL S/O ADHIK
MANDAL R/O B-195/2 Gali No 2
Phase-2 Qutub Vihar, South West
Delhi, Delhi-110071 have changed
name of my minor son namely
BITTU KUMAR aged 8 years and
he Shall hereafter be known as
BIDYAPATI KUSHWAHA.

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that I
PARDEEP SINGH S/O DEVI RAM
R/O A-174, Gali No-8, Block-A,
Pratap Vihar Part-3, Kirari  Suleman
Nagar, North West Delhi, Delhi-
110086 declare that name of mine
and my wife has been wrongly writ-
ten as PARDEEP and PAYAL in my
minor daughter NEHA aged 14
years in her school record. The
actual name of mine and my wife
are PARDEEP SINGH and PAYAL
DEVI respectively  which may be
amended accordingly.

Public Notice 
It is for general information that I,
VIPIN TYAGI S/O NAND KISHOR
TYAGI R/O A-3A, Vidya Vihar,
Hastsal Village, Uttam Nagar, D.
K. Mohan Garden S.O West Delhi,
Delhi- 110059 declare that name
of my minor son has been wrong-
ly written as SHAURYA TYAGI in
my minor son namely SHAURYA
PRATAP SINGH TYAGI aged 12
years in his School Records. The
actual name of my minor son is
SHAURYA PRATAP SINGH
TYAGI which may be amendes
accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
I, JC-583181P, Rank-SUB CLK Name-
PRASANTH K residing at VILL-VELI-
NALLOOR, PO-CHERIYAVELINAL-
LOOR, TEHSIL-KOTTARAKARA, DIST-
KOLLAM, KERALA-691516, have
changed my mother’s name from INDI-
RAAMMAto B INDIRABAI AMMAfor all
future purposes vide Affidavit dated
05/02/2026 before Notary Public, Delhi. 

NAME CHANGE
I, NO-13772926F, Rank-NK Name-
RAVI SHARMA residing at VILL-
DARUIE, PO-SARNA, DIST-
SAMBA, JAMMU AND KASHMIR-
184121, have changed my mother’s
name from KAMLA DEVI to KAMLO
DEVI for all future purposes vide
Affidavit dated 05/02/2026 before
Notary Public, Delhi. 

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that I
SOREN KUMAR MANDAL S/O
SURAJ R/O 3760, JJ COLONY,
BLOCK-E, BAWANA, DELII-110039,
declare that name of mine has been
wrongly written as BABU SHEK in
my aadhaar card No. 8308 8925
3617 and Voter ID Card No.
NEJ3204236. The actual name of
mine is SOREN KUMAR MANDAL
which may be amended accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
I, hitherto known as MOHD SAHIL
KHAN S/O MOHD AHMAD R/O R-
243/3, JOGA BAI EXTN, NEAR AL
TAQWA MASJID, BATLA HOUSE,
JAMIA NAGAR, OKHLA, DELHI-
110025 have changed my name and
shall hereafter be known as MOHD
SAHIL. It is certified that I have com-
plied with other legal requirements in
this connection.

NAME CHANGE
I, JC-707600X, Rank-SUB Name-
UTTAM METYA residing at VILL-
BOLURI, PO-SUPAPURSURI,
TEHSIL-GHATAL, DIST-PASCHIM
MEDINIPUR, WEST BENGAL-
721260, have changed my mother’s
name from MADHASI METYA to
MADHABI METYA for all future pur-
poses vide Affidavit dated 05/02/2026
before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that I,
SOBHAN HALDAR S/O SUB-
HANKAR HALDAR resident of  KH
NO-14/3 Ground Floor, Gali No-1
Block-E, Near Manav Bhawna
Public School, Nathu Colony
Nathupura, Burari, PO; Burari,
Dist: North Delhi, Delhi-110084
declare that name of my father has
been wrongly written as SHUB-
HANKAR HALDAR in my 10th
class educational documents the
actual name of my father is SUB-
HANKAR HALDAR which may be
amended accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
I, Roshan Kumar S/o Lakhan Jha
R/o H.no. D-230, Street no -7, Near
Gori Shankar Mandir Mukund
Vihar, Karawal Nagar, North East
Delhi, Delhi - 110094 have
changed the name of my Minor
Son Reyansh kumar jha aged 7
years and he shall hereafter be
known as Agastya Jha

NAME CHANGE
I, AATIKA ABDUL HANNAN
ABDUL BARI / AATIKAABDUL
HANNAN   SIDDIQUI W/O
MOHAMMAD SARWAR ALAM
KHAN residing at BLOCK B, FLAT-
22, JASWANT APARTMENT,
TIKONA PARK OKHLA, SOUTH
EAST DELHI -110025 have
changed my changed my name to
AATIKA ABDUL HANNAN SID-
DIQUI for all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, MAHAMAD SARWAR ALAM
KHAN S/O MOHAMMAD
ZAKARIYA KHAN residing at
BLOCK B, FLAT-22, JASWANT
APARTMENT, TIKONA PARK
OKHLA, SOUTH EAST DELHI -
110025 have changed my changed
my name to MOHAMMAD SARWAR
ALAM KHAN for all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I SUNDUS W/O MOHD SAIF
RESIDING AT HOUSE NO 407
FIRST FLOOR GALI PAHAR WALI
CHATTA LAL MIAN DARYA GANJ
NEW DELHI 110002 HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME FROM SUN-
DUS TO SUNDUS QURESHI FOR
ALL FUTURE  PURPOSE.

NAME CHANGE
I MOHIDDIN S/O QAYAMUDDIN
RESIDING AT HOUSE NO 407
FIRST FLOOR GALI PAHAR
WALI CHATTA LAL MIAN
DARYA GANJ NEW DELHI
110002 HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME FROM  MOHIDDIN TO
MOHIUDDIN QURESHI ALL
FUTURE PURPOSE.

Public Notice 
It is for general information that
I, ANISHA BANO W/O ABDUL
SALIM D/O MOHD HUSSAIN
residing at A-679, BLOCK-A, J.J.
COLONY, PHASE-II, NANGLOI,
DELHI,110041, declare that
name of mine and my husband
has been wrongly written as
SHEKH ANISHABIBI and
ABDUL SALAAM in my Aadhar
Card (Aadhar Number. 7567
3462 7058). The actual name of
mine and my husband are
ANISHA BANO and ABDUL
SALIM, respectively which may
be amended accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
I, Shila W/o Rajender Gupta R/o

H.No.40, Extension-1, Nangloi, Delhi-
110041 have changed my name to
Sheela Devi.

NAME CHANGE
I, Rajendar Kumar W/o Ramesh
Chand R/o H.No.40, Extension-1,
Nangloi, Delhi-110041 have changed
my name to Rajender Kumar Gupta.

NAME CHANGE
I, hitherto known as Anju Chawla alias
MALIKA KOCHAR  D/O Vijay Kumar
W/O LALIT KOCHAR R/O 114-C,
DDA FLATS, SHIV MANDIR, A-6
PASCHIM VIHAR, S.O, WEST
DELHI -110063, have changed my
name and shall hereafter be known
as MALIKA KOCHAR

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as  Hari Singh S/o
Banwari Lal, residing at RZ-2/9, X-
Block, New Roshan Pura, Najafgarh,
New Delhi-110043, have changed my
name and shall hereafter be known
as Om Prakash.

Public Notice 
It is for general information that I
Qasim Raja S/O  MASHIYAT ALI,
R/O H NO G-382, GALI NO-13/4,
BHAGIRATHI VIHAR, Gokal Pur,
PO: Gokalpuri, DIST: North East
Delhi, Delhi-110094, declare that
name of mine has been wrongly
written as Mirza Haji Qasim Raza
in my Pan Card No HRYPR8471Q
.The actual name of mine is
QASIM RAJA, respectively which
may be amended accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
I Mohd Khalid Hameed S/o Abdul
Samad R/o 761-762, 3rd loor,
Sheesh Mahal, Bahadur Garh
Road, Sadar Bazar, Delhi - 110006
have changed my minor
Daughter's name from Khatija
aged 14 years to Khadija Tul Kubra
for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, PRASHANT SHARMA, R/O
Kush-305, Agarsen Awas, I.P
Extension, East Delhi, Delhi,
110092,Have changed the name of
my minor Son Arsh Sharma aged
14 years and shall hereafter be
known as EKANSH SHARMA, for
all future purposes.
It is Certified that I have complied
with other legal requirements in
this connection.                              

PRASHANT SHARMA

NAME CHANGE
I, DHARMAPPA KB Father of
No.6503402W Rank-SEP Name-
SADANANDA D residing at P VILL-
KALLUKOPPA, PO-BHEEMANAKERE,
TEHSIL-HOSANAGARA, DIST-SHIMO-
GA, KARNATAKA-577418, have
changed my name from DHARMAPPA
KB to DHARMAPPAfor all future purpos-
es, in my son’s service record my date of
birth wrongly mentioned as 01/09/1968
instead of my correct date of birth as
01/01/1966 Vide Affidavit dated
05/02/2026 before Notary Public Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, LALITHAMMA Mother of
No.6503402W Rank-SEP Name-
SADANANDA D residing at P VILL-
KALLUKOPPA, PO-BHEEM-
ANAKERE, TEHSIL-HOSANAGARA,
DIST-SHIMOGA, KARNATAKA-
577418, have changed my name from
LALITHAMMA to LALITHA for all future
purposes, in my son’s service record my
date of birth wrongly mentioned as
07/05/1972 instead of my correct date of
birth as 01/01/1968 Vide Affidavit dated
05/02/2026 before Notary Public Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, SHUEB DANISH S/O MOHAMMAD
ASLAM residing at C-176, SECOND
FLOOR, SHAHEEN BAGH, ABUL
FAZAL ENCLAVE PART-2, DELHI-
110025 have changed my  changed
my name to SHOAIB DANISH for all
future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, GULISTAW/O MOHD ASLAM residing
at C-176, SECOND FLOOR, SHAHEEN
BAGH, ABUL FAZAL ENCLAVE PART-
2, DELHI-110025 have changed my
changed my name to GULISTAN for all
future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, Patil Ashvini Sanjay W/O Amol
Patil R/O C-804, Shree Vardhman
Mantra, Sec 67, Gurgaon,
Haryana-122102, Have Changed
My Name to Ashvini Amol Patil for
All Future Purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, Nimi Kataria D/O Desh Raj
Choudhary W/O Manjeet Kataria
R/O Flat No 12a04, Tower-6, Palm
Gardens Sec 83, Gurgaon,
Haryana - 122004 Have Changed
My Name to Nimmi Kataria for All
Future Purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I Savleen Chadha W/o Bhupin
Singh Chadha R/o 38/72 Punjabi
Bagh (west) New Delhi 110026
have changed my name to
Savleen Kaur Chadha for all future
purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I Jaspal Singh  S/o Late Attar Singh
Chadha  R/o  38/72 Punjabi Bagh
(west),New Delhi  110026 have
changed my name to Jaspal Singh
Chadha  for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I MOHAMMAD AFZAL KHAN S/O
MOHAMMAD EKRAM KHAN
RESIDING AT KH NO -27/20,FL-2,
GALI NO 6,NEAR AISA MASJID
,SANGAM VIHAR , WAZIRABAD,
NEW DELHI -110084 HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME FROM
MOHAMMAD AFZAL KHAN TO
MD AFZAL KHAN FOR ALL
FUTURE PURPOSES

NAME CHANGE
I Mohamd sameer S/o Mohamd
Aslam R/o  HOUSE NO - D-
416/417 , 1ST FLOOR , 35 FOOT
ROAD BLOCK-D , MEER VIHAR ,
NEAR RANI KHERA DELHI ,
NORTH WEST DELHI , DELHI-
110081 have changed my name to
MOHD SAMEER S/o MOHD
ASLAM for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I MOHAMMAD EKRAM KHAN
S/O MD MUMTAZ KHAN RESID-
ING AT KH NO -27/20,FL-2, GALI
NO 6,NEAR AISA MASJID
,SANGAM VIHAR , WAZIRABAD,
NEW DELHI -110084 HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME FROM
MOHAMMAD EKRAM KHAN TO
MD EKRAM KHAN FOR ALL
FUTURE PURPOSES.

NAME CHANGE
I MOHD KASIM S/O MOHAMMAD
PARVEZ R/O S- 33/1 MAIN ROAD
BRAHMPURI JAFFRABAD
DELHI- 110053, I have changed
my name to MOHAMMAD KASIM
Permanently for all Future purpose

NAME CHANGE
I DAYA SHANKAR S/O RAJ MANI
PANDEY R/O H.NO S-212 BHIM
BASTI JONAPUR DELHI-110047,
I have changed my name to DAYA
SHANKAR PANDEY Permanently
for all Future purpose

NAME CHANGE
I ANAM W/O MD ASIF SAIFI R/O ,
X- 383 J J COLONY CAMP NO -1
NANGLOI DELHI-110041, I have
changed my name to ANAM SAIFI
Permanently for all Future purpose

NAME CHANGE
I SAVITA RANI W/O ROHIT
KUMAR R/O E-9 G/F GALI NO -24
POLE NO - 38 SADH NAGAR
PALAM VILLAGE DELHI-110045,I
have changed my name to SAVITA
Permanently for all Future purpose

NAME CHANGE
I FARHA W/O INTIKHAB ALI R/O
322 OLD SUBZI MANDI KABIR
BASTI MALKA GANJ DELHI-
110007, I have changed my name
to FARHA KHAN Permanently for
all Future purpose

NAME CHANGE
I CHHOTU KUMAR SINGH S/O
NILAY NIRUPAM R/O C-654/A
2ND FLOOR FLAT-D JVTS GAR-
DEN CHHATARPUR NEW DELHI
SOUTH WEST DELHI-110074
HAVE CHANGED MY NAME TO
ABHISHEK ADITYA

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE is hereby given to public at
large that my client Mr. Sumit
Kumar Kapasiya is the owner of
land admeasuring 114 Sq. yards,
out of old khasra no. 1170, situated
at Mihir Bhoj colony, Naydar Ganj
kasba & Tehsil Dadri, Distt. Gautam
Budh Nagar, U.P. vide Gift Deed
dated 17.10.2023, Registered as
document doc. no. 42732, book
no.1, vol. no. 25016, page no. 83 to
106, on 17.10.2023, SRO-Dadri-
GBN. and Intend to mortgage the
said property with Cholamandalam
Investment and Finance
Company Limited. If any person(s)
has/have any objection(s) or
claim(s) with respect to the right,
title or interest in the said property
may please contact us within 07
days from the date of this notice on
the number & address mentioned
herein below, failing which my
client(s) shall not be held responsi-
ble in any manner whatsoever.

Khaitan & Khaitan
Plot No. 100 ,2nd floor

Okhla Phase III, New Delhi
Ph. No: 011-49774545

PUBLIC NOTICE
Information is given to general pub-
lic at large that our client Mrs.
Parveen Devi W/o Mr. Vinod Kumar
is the owner of Freehold Residential
Built-up Property Bearing Plot
No.50 area measuring 50 Sq. Yds.
Out of Khasra No.329 & 330
Situated in the area of Village
Nawada Delhi State Delhi Colony
Known as Block-F, Bhagwati
Garden Extn., Uttam Nagar, New
Delhi-110059. by virtue of Notarized
GPA, ATS and WILL dated
05.04.2025., in now our client is
declaring that that any other person
does not have any right over the
said property, and same property
Sold too Mr. Gurvinder Singh and
same has been financed by SMFG
India Home Finance Company
Limited Branch: Moti Nagar New
Delhi.  If any person(s) have any
objection(s) or claim(s) with respect
to the` right, title or interest in the
Said Property then contact us with-
in 07 days from the date of
Publication of this notice and or the
same to the undersigned if found by
anyone. Thereafter no claim shall
be entertained

[NAVEEN KUMAR VERMA] 
Advocate

F-211, Sector-3,
Vaishali, Ghaziabad,

Uttar Pradesh-201010
(Contact at 09958871432)

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as MANOJ S/O S.
L. GUPTA R/O 189/A, Arjun Nagar,
Safdarjung Enclave, South West
Delhi, Delhi-110029, have changed
my mame and shall hereafter be
known as MANOJ KUMAR GUPTA.

NAME CHANGE
I, hitherto known as RAHUL
KUMAR SINGH RAWAT S/O
PREM SINGH RAWAT R/O A-9,
BLOCK-A, DDA FLATS, BINDA
PUR, WEST DELHI, DELHI-110059
have changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as RAHUL
KUMAR SINGH.

NAME CHANGE
I Sonu tomar S/O Budh ram R/O T-
234 General market Pahar ganj , delhi
-110055 changed my name to SONU 

NAME CHANGE
I Mohd Khursid S/O Noor Mohd R/O
- 6767/A 1st Floor Nooruddin Park
Beri wala Bagh Azad Mark Delhi
110006 Changed my name to
MOHD KHURSEED. 

NAME CHANGE
I Rubina Begum W/O Mohd
Khurseed R/O - 6767/ A 1st Floor
Nooruddin park beri wala bagh
Azad mark Delhi 110006 changed
my name to ROBINA .

NAME CHANGE
I Hasin khan S/O Wahid R/O V.P.O
Rewasan Teh Indri Distt Nuh
Mehwat Haryana 122103 Changed
my name to HASIN MUHMMAD .

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as NOOR SABA
W/o MOHD RAFIQ , Permanent
R/o Ward No. - 2 Village Piparpati
Navada Mahishi Saharsa Bihar -
852216 and Presently Residing at
H.No. C- 169, Gali No. - 10,  Near
Kadari Maszid, Shastri Park, North
East, Delhi  - 110053 have changed
my name and shall hereafter be
known as RAHISHA BEGUM

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as SACHIN
PRASAD BHARTIYA alias SACHIN
PRASAD S/o RAM DULAR  R/o  C-
320, Shahid  Sukhdev Nagar,
Industrial Area, Wazirpur, Ashok
Vihar, North West Delhi, Delhi -
110052 have changed my name
and shall hereafter be known as
SACHIN PRASAD BHARTIYA.

NAME CHANGE
I Vandana legally mother of Army no
2805106K, Rank - Hav, Name -
Kalekar Ajit Bhikaji, presently resid-
ing At - Karanjani, Post - Karanjani,
Teh - Dapoli, Dist. - Ratnagiri, Pin -
415712, State - Maharashtra have
changed my name from Vandana to
Vandana Bhikaji Kalekar and date
of birth 25/7/1955 to 01/06/1951 for
all future purposes. Vide affidavit
dated 05/02/2026 before Public
Notary Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I  Reshmi legally wife of Army no
2805106K, Rank - Hav, Name -
Kalekar Ajit Bhikaji, presently residing
At - Karanjani, Post - Karanjani, Teh -
Dapoli, Dist. - Ratnagiri, Pin - 415712,
State - Maharashtra have changed
my name from Reshmi to Reshmi Ajit
Kalekar for all future purposes. Vide
affidavit dated 05/02/2026 before
Public Notary Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I Sangita legally mother of Army no.
2824487L, Rank - Sep, Name -
Shinde Rahul Navnath presently
residing at - Sandave, Post - Sandave,
Teh- Nagar, Dist. - AhilyaNagar, Pin -
414201, State - Maharashtra have
changed my name Sangita to Sangita
Navnath Shinde for all future purpos-
es. Vide Affidavit dated 05/02/2026
before Notary Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I VARSHA legally mother of Army no
- 2824675M Rank -  Sep, Name -
Darkunde Aniket Shivaji, presently
residing At -  Maka, Post- Maka, Teh
- Nevasa, Dist - AhilyaNagar, State-
Maharashtra Pin - 414501 have
changed my name VARSHA to VAR-
SHA SHIVAJI DARKUNDE for all
future purposes. Vide affidavit dated
05/02/2026 before Notary Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I SINDHU legally mother of Army no -
2824553H, Rank -  Sep, Name - Palve
Pavan Jagadish, Presently Residing
At -  Mehekari Post- Mehekari, Teh -
Nagar, Dist - AhilyaNagar, State-
Maharashtra, Pin - 414002 have
changed my name SINDHU TO
SINDHU JAGDISH PALVE for all
future purposes. Vide affidavit Dated
05/02/26 before Notary Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I MOHAMMAD HIRA S/O MOHD
ABID HUSSAIN R/O  PLOT NO 442
KHASRA NO 24/14  BLOCK C MEER
VIHAR MADANPUR  DABAS WEST
DELHI 110081 HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO  MOHD HIRA

NAME CHANGE
I, VIJAYA, is legally mother of JC No.
463255H, Rank – Nb Sub, Name –
PAWAR KAMALESH LAHUBA,
presently residing at Vill – Borkhal,
Post – Borkhal, Teh – Satara, Dist –
Satara, State – Maharashtra – 415011,
have changed my name from VIJAYA
to VIJAYA LAHUBA PAWAR and my
date of birth from 05/08/1957 to
24/03/1964 for all future purposes.
Vide affidavit dated 05/02/2026 before
Public Notary Delhi, India.

NAME CHANGE
I, LAHUBA, is legally father of JC No.
463255H, Rank – Nb Sub, Name –
PAWAR KAMALESH LAHUBA,
presently residing at Vill – Borkhal,
Post – Borkhal, Teh – Satara, Dist –
Satara, State – Maharashtra –
415011, have changed my name
from LAHUBA to LAHUBA RAM-
CHANDRA PAWAR and my date of
birth from 05/08/1952 to 02/06/1957
for all future purposes. Vide affidavit
dated 05/02/2026 before Public
Notary Delhi, India.

NAME CHANGE
I, NANDABAI, is legally mother of
Army No. 13632194Y, Rank – Nk,
Name – PATHARE ROHIDAS PAN-
DURANG, presently residing at Vill –
Mawalewadi, Post –Vadegavhan, Teh
– Parner, Dist – Ahilyanagar, State –
Maharashtra, Pin – 414302, have
changed my name from NANDABAI to
NANDABAI PANDURANG PATHARE
and my date of birth from 05/08/1966
to 01/01/1963 for all future
purposes.Vide affidavit dated
05/02/2026 before Public Notary Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, PATHARE PANDURANG
SAKHARAM, is legally father of Army
No. 13632194Y, Rank – Nk, Name –
PATHARE ROHIDAS PANDURANG,
presently residing at Vill –
Mawalewadi, Post – Vadegavhan, Teh
– Parner, Dist – Ahilyanagar, State –
Maharashtra, Pin – 414302, have
changed my name from PATHARE
PANDURANG SAKHARAM to PAN-
DURANG SAKHARAM PATHARE
and my date of birth from 01/06/1958
to 06/06/1958 for all future purposes.
Vide affidavit dated 05/02/2026 before
Public Notary Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, ASHA, is legally mother of Army
No. 2824229L, Rank – Sep, Name
– KORDE HARI TULSHIRAM,
presently residing at Vill – Rui,
Post – Sukhapuri, Teh – Ambad,
Dist – Jalna, State – Maharashtra,
Pin – 431205, have changed my
name from ASHA to ASHA TUL-
SHIRAM KORDE and my date of
birth from 01/01/1983 to
01/01/1981 for all future purposes.
Vide affidavit dated 05/02/2026
before Public Notary Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, KORDE TULSHIRAM, is legally
father of Army No. 2824229L,
Rank – Sep, Name – KORDE
HARI TULSHIRAM, presently
residing at Vill – Rui, Post –
Sukhapuri, Teh – Ambad, Dist –
Jalna, State – Maharashtra, Pin –
431205, have changed my name
from KORDE TULSHIRAM to TUL-
SHIRAM NIVRUTTI KORDE and
my date of birth from 01/01/1974 to
01/01/1976 for all future purposes.
Vide affidavit dated 05/02/2026
before Public Notary Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, LAXMIBAI, is legally mother of
Army No. 2824222F, Rank – Sep,
Name – TOMPE DNYANESHWAR
ANNA, presently residing at Vill–
Chandai Eko, Post – Chandai Eko,
Teh – Bhokardan, Dist – Jalna,
State – Maharashtra, Pin – 431213,
have changed my name from
LAXMIBAI to LAXMIBAI ANNA
TOMPE for all future purposes.
Vide affidavit dated 05/02/2026
before Public Notary Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, ANNA, is legally father of Army
No. 2824222F, Rank – Sep, Name
– TOMPE DNYANESHWAR
ANNA, presently residing at Vill –
Chandai Eko, Post – Chandai Eko,
Teh – Bhokardan, Dist – Jalna,
State – Maharashtra, Pin –
431213, have changed my name
from TOMPE ANNA to TOMPE
ANNA KISAN for all future purpos-
es. Vide affidavit dated 05/02/2026
before Public Notary Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as NISHA WAD-
HWA alias MAHEK JAI SINGHANI
D/o ASHOK KUMAR WADHWA
W/o ARUN JAI SINGHANI R/o  J -
67D , LIG Flats , Ashok Vihar
Phase - 1 , Ashok Vihar , North
West Delhi ,  Delhi – 110052  have
changed my name and shall here-
after be known as MAHEK JAI
SINGHANI.

NAME CHANGE
I Shukla Devi R/o Flat No. TF-2,
Plot No.62, Krishna Vatika Society,
Sudamapuri, P.O. Vijay Nagar,
Ghaziabad, U. P.-201009, have
changed my name to Shruti
Sharma for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I LALIT CHAUDHARY S/O SATISH
KUMAR R/O House No-56,
Hastsal  Village, Uttam Nagar,
West Delhi, Delhi-110059 have
changed the name of my minor
daughter PARI CHAUDHARY alias
PRISHA CHAUDHARY aged 14
years and she shall hereafter be
known as PRISHA CHAUDHARY

NAME CHANGE
I LALIT CHAUDHARY S/O
SATISH KUMAR R/O House No-
56, Hastsal  Village, Uttam Nagar,
West Delhi, Delhi-110059 have
changed the name of my minor
son JIAAN alias JAY CHAUD-
HARY aged 8 years and he shall
hereafter be known as JAY
CHAUDHARY.

NAME CHANGE
I MD JAMALUDDIN KHAN S/O
MOHAMMADDIN R/O D-48
FIRST FLOOR FRONT SIDE
SHAHEEN BAGH ABUL FAZAL
ENCLAVE PART-2 JAMIA NAGAR
SOUTH DELHI 110025
HAVE CHANGED MY NAME TO
JAMALUDDIN

NAME CHANGE
I MAHMUDA KHATUN W/O
JAMALUDDIN R/O H-666
GROUND FLOOR KHESRA NO
752 BLOCK-H NEAR PUSTA ROAD
JAITPUR EXTENSION PART-2
BADARPUR SOUTH DELHI 110044
HAVE CHANGED MY NAME TO
MAHMOODA KHATOON
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World. (Agency) who had expected to travel to Italy for brand destruction."And former House 
the Winter Olympics would not be Speaker Nancy Pelosi called the  The Washington Post laid off one-third 
going. But when official word came l a y o f f s  " p a r t  o f  a  b r o a d e r  of its staff on Wednesday, eliminating 
down, the size and scale of the cuts reprehensible pattern in which its sports section, several foreign 
were shocking, affecting virtually corporate decisions are hollowing out bureaus and its books coverage in a 
e v e r y  d e p a r t m e n t  i n  t h e  newsrooms across the country."In an widespread purge that represented a 
newsroom.”It's just devastating news speech to members of the Washington brutal blow to journalism and one of its 
for anyone who cares about journalism Press Club Foundation, Pelosi said: "A most legendary brands.The Post's 
in America and, in fact, the world," free press cannot fulfill its mission if it executive editor, Matt Murray, called 
said Margaret Sullivan, a Columbia is starved of the resources it needs to the move painful but necessary to put 
University journalism professor and survive. And when the newsrooms are the outlet on stronger footing and to 
former media columnist at the Post and w e a k e n e d ,  o u r  r e p u b l i c  i s  weather changes in technology and 
The  New York  Times .  "The  weakened."Journalists pleaded with user habits. "We can't be everything to 
Washington Post has been so Bezos for helpBezos, who has been everyone," Murray said in a note to 
important in so many ways, in news silent in recent weeks amid pleas from staff members.He outlined the 
coverage, sports and cultural Post journalists to step in and prevent changes in a companywide online 
coverage."artin Baron, the Post's first the cutbacks, had no immediate meeting, and staff members then 
editor under its current owner, comment.The newspaper has been began getting emails with one of two 
billionaire Jeff Bezos, condemned his bleeding subscribers in part due to subject lines — telling them their role 
former boss and called what has decisions made by Bezos, including was or was not eliminated.Rumors of 
happened at the newspaper "a case pulling back from an endorsement of layoffs had circulated for weeks, ever 
study in near-instant, self-inflicted Kamala Harris, a Democrat.since word leaked that sports reporters 

NEWS BOX

US wants to create critical minerals trading 
bloc with its allies to counter China

From foreign bureaus to sports desk, Washington Post 
layoffs under Bezos strain a storied news brand

"No Issues": Air India Re-
Inspects Fuel Control Switch 
Across Boeing Dreamliners

The former Prince Andrew moves to 
King Charles III's private estate after 

Epstein document uproar
LONDON. (Agency) 

The former Prince Andrew has moved out of his 
longtime home on crown-owned land near Windsor 
Castle earlier than expected after the latest release of 
documents from the U.S. investigation of Jeffrey 
Epstein revived questions about his friendship with 
the convicted sex offender.The 65-year-old brother of 
King Charles III, now known as Andrew 
Mountbatten-Windsor, left the Royal Lodge in 
Windsor on Monday and is now living on the king's 
Sandringham estate in eastern England, Britain's 
Press Association reported. British media reported 
that Mountbatten-Windsor will live temporarily at 
Wood Farm Cottage while his permanent home on the 
estate undergoes repairs.Mountbatten-Windsor's 
move to Sandringham was announced in October 
when Charles stripped him of his royal titles amid 
continuing revelations about his links to Epstein. But 
the former prince was expected to remain at Royal 
Lodge, where he has lived for more than 20 years, 
until the spring.The expedited departure came as 
Thames Valley Police announced they were 
investigating allegations that Epstein flew a second 
woman to Britain to have sex with Mountbatten-
Windsor. A lawyer for the alleged victim told the BBC 
that the encounter took place in 2010 at Royal 
Lodge.The allegations are separate from those made 
by Virginia Giuffre, who claimed she had been 
trafficked to Britain to have sex with Andrew in 2001, 
when she was just 17. Giuffre died by suicide last year.

Mountbatten-Windsor has repeatedly denied any 
wrongdoing in his relationship with Epstein. He hasn't 
responded publicly to the new trafficking allegation.

Mountbatten-Windsor features a number of times in the 
3 million pages of documents the U.S. Department of 
Justice released on Friday.In an email dated March 23, 
2011, the lawyer for an exotic dancer said Epstein and 
Mountbatten-Windsor asked her to take part in a 
threesome at the sex offenders' Florida home.

The woman's legal representatives accused the pair of 
having "prevailed upon her to engage in various sex 
acts" during the alleged encounter in early 2006 after 
initially hiring her to dance for them. The woman was 
only paid $2,000, not the $10,000 she was promised, 
her lawyer said.The lawyer offered to settle the matter 
confidentially for $250,000."My client has not 
pursued her claims against your client until this time 
because she is not proud of the circumstances of that 
night," the lawyer wrote. "She was working as an 
exotic dancer, but she was treated like a prostitute."In 
other correspondence between Epstein and someone 
believed to be Mountbatten-Windsor shows Epstein 
offering to arrange a date between the man and a 26-
year-old Russian woman. The man, who signs off 
simply as "A," later suggests that he and Epstein have 
dinner in London, either at a restaurant or 
Buckingham Palace.

WORLD

Nike Faces Federal Probe 
Over Allegations Of  
Discrimination Against 
White Workers

United States. (Agency) 
Google parent Alphabet on Wednesday reported 

blockbuster earnings, its revenue climbing as it 
invests massively in cloud computing services 
enhanced with artificial intelligence.

The tech giant said revenue jumped 18 percent year-
on-year in the quarter, and overall annual revenue 
topped $400 billion for the first time at the company 
founded by Larry Page and Sergey Brin in 1998.

But Alphabet said it will nearly double its investments 
this year in the technology arms race gripping 
Silicon Valley.The company expects capital 
expenditures between $175 billion and $185 billion 
in 2026, double its 2025 spending, to meet customer 
demand for AI products.Despite Alphabet 
relentlessly investing in computing infrastructure 
for AI, demand outstrips supply, according to chief 
executive Sundar Pichai."We've been supply 
constrained even as we've been ramping up our 
capacity," Pichai said on an earnings call.

Alphabet shares were down slightly more than one 
percent in after-market trades.

Gemini wins fans
Google's Gemini AI continued to grow quickly, ending 

the year with 750 million monthly users in an 
increase of 100 million from the previous 
quarter."We expect Google to overtake OpenAI this 
year for the top spot in AI," said Emarketer analyst 
Nate Elliott.Alphabet brought in $113.8 billion in 
the final three months of 2025, powered by its core 
search business and cloud computing, earnings 
figures showed.Alphabet reported profit of $34.5 
billion in the recently ended quarter as revenue from 
cloud computing soared 48 percent to $17.7 
billion.We're seeing our AI investments and 
infrastructure drive revenue and growth across the 
board," Pichai said.

Washington. (Agency) 
The Fuel Control Switches (FCS) across all operational 

Boeing 787 aircraft in the Air India fleet were found 
to have no issues, the carrier said after UK Civil 
Aviation Authority (CAA) sought a response on how 
a Dreamliner passenger jet which was grounded on 
arrival in India for safety checks took off from 
London on Sunday with a possibly faulty fuel switch.

The CAA's question also came months after the AI171 
Dreamliner crash in Ahmedabad killed 260 people, 
where the role of fuel switches also came under 
question. It warned of possible regulatory action 
against Air India and its Boeing 787 fleet if the airline 
does not submit a complete response within a week.

Air India said it had completed precautionary re-
inspections "in an abundance of caution following an 
observation reported by one of our pilots". Air India 
said on Monday it had grounded a Boeing Dreamliner 
after a pilot reported a possible "defect" with the fuel 
control switch, which controls the flow of fuel to the 
plane's engines, on landing.The Air India 
spokesperson said it will fully adhere to the CAA's 
guidance to circulate procedures for the operation of 
the FCS to all crew members. "Air India will respond 
to the UK regulator accordingly.

Iran and US agree to hold nuclear talks Friday in 
Oman as Trump delivers blunt warning to Khamenei

response to President Donald Trump's security priorities.While major allies WASHINGTON/. (Agency) 
sweeping tariffs last year. While the like France and the United Kingdom The Trump administration announced 
two global powers reached a truce to attended the meeting in Washington, Wednesday that it wants to create a 
pull back on the high import taxes and Greenland and Denmark, the NATO critical minerals trading bloc with its 
stepped-up rare earth restrictions, ally with oversight of the mineral-rich allies and partners, using tariffs to 
China's limits remain tighter than they Arctic island, did not.A new approach maintain minimum prices and defend 
were before Trump took office.The to countering China on critical against China's stranglehold on the 

mineralsVance said some countries key elements needed for everything 
have signed on to the trading bloc, from fighter jets to smartphones.
which is designed to ensure stable Vice President JD Vance said the U.S.-
prices and will provide members China trade war over the past year 
access to financing and the critical exposed how dependent most 
minerals. Administration officials said countries are on the critical minerals 
the plan will help the West move that Beijing largely dominates, so 
beyond complaining about the collective action is needed now to 
problem of access to critical minerals give the West self-reliance."We want 
to actually solving it.members to form a trading bloc 

"Everyone here has a role to play, and among allies and partners, one that critical minerals meeting comes at a 
that's why we're so grateful for you guarantees American access to time of significant tensions between 
coming and being a part of this American industrial might while also Washington and major allies over 
gathering that I hope will lead to not expanding production across the President Donald Trump's territorial 
just more gatherings, but action," entire zone," Vance said at the opening ambitions, including Greenland, and 
Rubio said.Vance said that for too long, of a meeting that Secretary of State his moves to exert control over 
China has used the tactic of unloading Marco Rubio hosted with officials Venezuela and other nations. His 
materials at cheap prices to undermine from several dozen European, Asian bellicose and insulting rhetoric 
potential competitors, then ratcheting and African nations.The Republican directed at U.S. partners has led to 
up prices later after keeping new mines administration is making bold moves frustration and anger.
from being built in other countries.to shore up supplies of critical The conference, however, is an 

Prices within the preferential trade zone minerals needed for electric vehicles, indication that the United States is 
will remain consistent over time, the missiles and other high-tech products seeking to build relationships when it 
vice president said.after China choked off their flow in comes to issues it deems key national 

to Iran and the United States. The official former U.S. diplomat once involved in past thousands of people or if Iran conducted CAIRO. (Agency) 
spoke on condition of anonymity because nuclear negotiations with Tehran, similarly mass executions of detained demonstrators. Nuclear talks between Iran and the United 
they were not authorized to brief the media. offered a skeptical opinion of talks The U.S.-based Human Rights Activists States will take place Friday in Oman, the 

succeeding."Opting for indirect talks is the News Agency reported Wednesday that A similar series of talks had been hosted last Iranian foreign minister said, as tensions 
over 50,000 people also had been year by Oman, a sultanate on the between the countries remain high 
arrested over the protests.Trump also eastern edge of the Arabian following Tehran's bloody crackdown on 
has been pushing Tehran for a deal to Peninsula that long as served as an nationwide protests last month.
constrain its nuclear program.Iran's interlocutor between Iran and the The announcement Wednesday by Iranian 
reformist  President  Masoud West. Those talks ultimately broke Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi came 
Pezeshkian on Tuesday said he had down in June as Israel launched what after hours of indications that the 
instructed the foreign minister to became a 12-day war on Iran that anticipated talks were faltering over 
"pur sue  f a i r  and  equ i t ab le  included the U.S. bombing Iranian changes in the format and content of the 
negotiations" with the U.S., in the nuclear sites.talks. U.S. President Donald Trump, 
first clear sign from Tehran it wants A White House official, who spoke on meanwhile, sent a blunt warning to Iran's 
to try to negotiate. That signaled the condition of anonymity as they were Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei 
move is supported by Supreme not authorized to discuss the talks ahead of the talks."I would say he should be 
Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, publicly, confirmed the talks would very worried," Trump said of Khamenei in 
who has the final say on all matters of happen in Oman. The official said an interview with NBC News.Turkey had 
state and previously dismissed any several Arab and Muslim leaders been working behind the scenes to host diplomatic equivalent of a surgeon taking a 

negotiations.urged the Trump administration on talks in Istanbul with regional countries hit of ether and then putting on gloves 
U.S. Secretary of State Marco Rubio said the Wednesday not to walk away from talks taking part and discussions focused on before a difficult surgery," Eyre wrote on 

U.S. hoped to discuss a number of concerns even as Iranian officials pressed to narrow issues like Iran's ballistic missile program X.Rubio hopes talks will go beyond 
beyond the nuclear issue, including their scope.The official added that the and other concerns. nuclear onesTensions between the 
discussions on Iran's ballistic missiles, White House remains "very skeptical" that Early Wednesday, a regional official said Iran countries spiked after Trump suggested the 
support for proxy networks across the the talks will be successful but has agreed was seeking a "different" type of meeting U.S. might use force against Iran in 
region and the "treatment of their own to go along with the change in plans out of focused exclusively on the issue of Iran's response to the bloody crackdown on 
people.respect for allies in the region.Alan Eyre, a nuclear program, with participation limited nationwide protests last month that killed 

newsroom accurately: “It’s an absolute World. (Agency) 
bloodbath.”In an internal memo, Matt  It is a grim day for journalism as The 
Murray, the executive editor of The Washington Post on Wednesday confirmed 
Washington Post, told staff: “These moves sweeping layoffs, formally beginning a 
include substantial newsroom reductions cost-cutting push that had loomed over the 
i m p a c t i n g  n e a r l y  a l l  n e w s  newsroom for weeks.Internal warnings, 
departments.”The cuts are expected to fall union alerts and mounting public scrutiny 
heavily on the sports desk, the Books had all pointed to this moment.The cuts 
section and the Post’s flagship daily signal the most dramatic narrowing of the 
podcast, Post Reports.The international paper’s editorial vision since it was bought 
desk is being significantly scaled back. by former Amazon chief Jeff Bezos in 
However,  Murray said about  12 2013.According to reports, nearly one-
international bureaus will continue, with a third of the Post’s workforce has now been 
focus on national security coverage.The laid off across the company.Ishaan Tharoor, 
Metro desk - long central to the paper’s self-son of Congress MP and author Shashi many of my talented friends who are also checker Glenn Kessler wrote, “Bezos is not 
description as “For and About Washington” Tharoor, and Pranshu Verma, the Post’s gone. It was a privilege to work here the trying to save The Washington Post. He’s 
- is being restructured and sharply India bureau chief, were among those laid past four years.”“Serving as the paper’s trying to survive Donald Trump.”Inside 
downsized.According to staff affected by off."I’m heartbroken for our newsroom and New Delhi bureau chief was an honor,” he the newsroom of one of America’s most 
the decision, Metro will shrink from more especially for the peerless journalists who added.Though Bezos has not publicly influential publications, the mood had 
than 40 journalists to roughly a served the Post internationally — editors addressed the job cuts, reports, however, been tense for weeks. On Wednesday 
dozen.Murray elaborated on the changes and correspondents who have been my say he has been pressing to return the morning, employees were instructed to 
during a newsroom-wide Zoom call, friends and collaborators for almost 12 publication to profitability, drawing “stay home today” as layoff notifications 
describing the layoffs as a “strategic reset” years. It’s been an honor to work with criticism from journalists who have were sent out, confirming long-held 
driven by what he called “difficult and even them," Tharoor wrote.Verma also shared questioned both his strategy and intent.In a fears.An employee, quoted by The 
disappointing realities”.the news on X, writing, “Gutted for so column published earlier, senior fact- Guardian, captured the mood of the 

Google's Annual Revenue 
Tops $400 Billion For First 
Time, AI Investments Rise

MINNEAPOLIS. (Agency) 
The federal agency for protecting workers' civil rights 

revealed Wednesday that it is investigating 
sportswear giant Nike for allegedly discriminating 
against white employees through its diversity 
policies.The Equal Employment Opportunity 
Commission disclosed the investigation in a motion 
filed in Missouri federal court demanding that Nike 
fully comply with a subpoena for information.

The EEOC sought the company's criteria for selecting 
employees for layoffs, how it tracks and uses worker 
race and ethnicity data, and information about 
programs which allegedly provided race-restricted 
mentoring, leadership, or career development 
opportunities, according to court documents.

In a statement, Nike said the company has worked to 
cooperate with the EEOC and the subpoena “feels 
like a surprising and unusual escalation.”We have 
shared thousands of pages of information and detailed 
written responses to the EEOC's inquiry and are in the 
process of providing additional information,” Nike 
said in a statement sent to The Associated Press."

EEOC Chair Andrea Lucas has moved swiftly to target 
diversity and inclusion policies that she has long 
criticized as potentially discriminatory, tightly 
aligning the agency with one of President Donald 
Trump's top priorities.Nike appears to be the highest 
profile company the EEOC has targeted with a 
publicly confirmed, formal anti-DEI investigation. In 
November, the EEOC issued a similar subpoena 
against financial services provider Northwestern 
Mutual."When there are compelling indications, 
including corporate admissions in extensive public 
materials, that an employer's Diversity, Equity and 
Inclusion-related programs may violate federal 
prohibitions against race discrimination or other 
forms of unlawful discrimination, the EEOC will take 
all necessary steps — including subpoena actions — 
to ensure the opportuni ty to  ful ly  and 
comprehensively investigate," Lucas said in a 
statement.The disclosure comes two months after 
Lucas posted a social media call-out urging white 
men to come forward if they have experienced race or 
sex discrimination at work. 

Massive Washington Post cull as one-third of 
newsroom laid off in 'strategic reset'
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research institutions can contribute practical THE quiet success of vitamin D-fortified laddoos in a 
solutions to everyday problems. This pilot success government school in Haryana offers an important 
must be scaled up with caution as well as lesson for public health policy: solutions do not 
commitment. Nutritional interventions must be always need to be expensive, imported or disruptive. 
backed by transparent data, regular monitoring Sometimes, they simply need to be locally rooted, 
and clear quality standards. Fortification should scientifically sound and thoughtfully delivered. 
complement, not replace, broader strategies such Vitamin D deficiency is one of India’s most under-
as encouraging safe sun exposure, improving acknowledged health challenges, particularly among 
midday meals and strengthening adolescent health adolescent girls. Despite abundant sunlight, 
services.There is also a larger policy message. widespread deficiency is prevalent due to factors 
India’s fight against malnutrition has often such as lifestyle changes, social norms limiting 
focussed on calories and protein, while outdoor activity and poor dietary diversity. This 
micronutrient deficiencies receive episodic deficiency has long-term consequences for bone 
attention. This imbalance weakens outcomes. health, immunity and overall well-being.Against this 
Addressing “hidden hunger” requires sustained backdrop, the Haryana experiment — where fortified 
investment in food science, school-based laddoos significantly improved vitamin D levels 
interventions and decentralised innovation. The among schoolgirls — stands out for its simplicity and 
Haryana model can be woven into existing effectiveness. The strength of the intervention lies in 
schemes, turning schools into frontline spaces for its cultural familiarity. Laddoos are not perceived as 
preventive healthcare. Nutrition, after all, is about supplements or medicines but as food. This ensures seamlessly into daily routines. By using biofortified 

building futures.compliance, avoids stigma and integrates nutrition mushrooms, the initiative also demonstrates how local 

Batting for one nation, 
one budget day

A Budget boxed in by fiscal arithmetic

Sweet solution: Take Haryana’s laddoo model to scale

The best indicator of the importance of 
announcements made by the Finance Minister 
Nirmala Sitharaman in her budget speech for 
2026-27 is in page 24 of a document titled 
‘Implementation of budget announcements of 
2025-26’. In her last year’s budget speech, the FM 
had made a grandiose announcement with loud 
thumping of desks, of a scheme to ‘make India a 
global hub for toys manufacturing’. Page 24 tells 
us that mere ‘inter-ministerial consultations have 
been completed’ in a full year since that 
announcement.So, the FM’s announcements of 
new schemes for manufacturing everything from 
seaplanes and sports goods to shipping containers 
and biopharma products in this year’s budget can 
be dismissed easily as hollow rhetoric. Recall that 
the Prime Minister had announced ‘Make in India’ 
to double our manufacturing base with much 
hoopla in 2014, when manufacturing was 17 
percent of the gross value added. Forget doubling, 
manufacturing has fallen to 13 percent of GVA 
now.The lesson is clear—to boost manufacturing, 
the government has to get out of the way, not get in 
the way with schemes and announcements. The 
annual budget exercise must be a dreary display of 
government finances, how and how much it plans 
to raise money from and spend on. Every budget 
faces demands to lower taxes, spend more on 
welfare and keep debt/deficit low, which is always 
an impossible trinity. GST is the largest source of 
tax revenues for the Union. But the Union budget 
has no role in it. The GST rates that determine the 
amount of revenues are set by the GST Council 
outside of the annual budget show. Recall that the 
GST rates were cut and rationalised in September 
2025, leaving a ?1.3-lakh-crore hole in the Union 
government’s finances.The FM had no room to 
tinker with corporate and personal income taxes, 
which account for 60 percent of tax revenues, to 
fill the GST hole next year. So, she resorted to 
raising transaction taxes in the stock market and 
basic excise duties on petroleum and sin goods to 
fill half the GST hole.On the expenditure side, the 
FM surprised with a 40 percent increase in 
allocation for MGNREGA (new and old), perhaps 
to quell the opposition’s fierce attack. Capital 
expenditure continues to be the charm offensive 
for the Modi government with an allocation of 
nearly a quarter of the total spend for next year, the 
highest ever. Overall, the government is projected 
to spend over ?53 lakh crore, while it earns only 
over ?36 lakh crore.This is not new and 
governments over several decades have always 
spent more every year than they earned. The gap 
was financed with debt, which has accumulated so 
much over decades that more than a whopping 40 
percent of what the Union government is expected 
to earn next year goes in interest payments.This 
year marks a milestone in India’s budget history 
when the government shifts focus on reducing 
accumulated debt from just annual deficits. Global 
ratings agencies and investors evaluate a nation’s 
debt-to-GDP ratio before assigning ratings and 
making investment decisions that impact a 
nation’s currency, borrowing ability and foreign 
investment. Laudably, the FM has promised to 
reduce the Union government’s debt-to-GDP ratio 
from the current 56 percent to 50 percent by 
2031.But what matters to ratings agencies and 
investors is not just the Union government’s debt-
to-GDP, but that of the Union and all states 
combined. States collectively spend ?63 lakh 
crore, much more than the Union. States have an 
accumulated debt of ?104 lakh crore, half the 
Union’s. However, the catch is that while the 
Union government’s debt-to-GDP is falling, 
states’ is rising rapidly. Regardless of what the FM 
wishes in the budget, the nation’s ratings and 
currency strength depend on how well the states 
manage their finances.Even once well-managed 
states like Tamil Nadu and Punjab have seen debt 
levels increase 10-fold in the last 15 years while 
their GDP grew only four-fold, thus leading to an 
alarming rise in their debt-to-GDP ratio. The way 
for states to reduce their debt levels, similar to the 
Union, is either to increase revenues or decrease 
expenditure or both. The biggest source of revenue 
for states is GST, which is outside the sole control 
of the state or the Union government. So, the only 
remaining option for states is to reduce 
expenditure to control its debt levels, which is 
beyond the realm of the Union government.  

policy r isks  becoming only a  carousel  of  EVERY Union Budget is, first, a constitutional ritual. The On the deficit, the government has stayed close to its 
announcements.One welcome feature of this Budget’s government cannot spend a rupee without Parliament’s medium-term promise: fiscal deficit ratios of around 
narrative is the ambition to capture 10% of the global consent; the Budget is the annual moment when citizens 4.4% and 4.3% (this year and next) are broadly aligned 
market for tradeable services — explicitly including (through their elected representatives) authorise the with the glide path announced earlier. In today’s global 
tourism, healthcare and medical tourism, creative content executive to tax, borrow and spend. That is why budgets environment, that discipline matters: credibility helps 
and design, alongside IT. This is a sound strategic invite outsized expectations. This year, those keep risk premia down for dollar loans and stabilises 
horizon. India’s comparative advantage lies increasingly expectations have been even louder: with the US expectations. For the next year, the combined borrowing 
in services, and services exports can absorb skilled labour administration’s unpredictable tariff actions rattling needs of the Centre and states are massive, and hence 
at scale. This will require relentless follow-through with global trade, many commentators have called for a interest rates won’t come down despite heroic monetary 
standards, visas and connectivity for tourism; “1991 moment” — a big-bang reset.But the truth is less easing by the Reserve Bank of India. If rates stay high 
accreditation and trust for healthcare; and, above all, a dramatic and more sobering. India’s room for and sticky, private investors postpone capacity 
massive, continuous pipeline of skill formation.Where manoeuvre is limited not by lack of imagination, but by expansion. When the cost of capital remains high, even a 
the Budget does well is also in the architecture for the hard constraints of fiscal arithmetic. And that is the well-intentioned public capex push struggles to “crowd 
MSMEs. Working capital constraints and payment delays right place to begin any serious evaluation of Finance in” private investment.Budgets also reveal the 

are silent killers of small firms. Strengthening bill Minister Nirmala Sitharaman’s record ninth consecutive 
discounting through TReDS (Trade Receivables Budget.Ask most households what they want from the 
Discounting System) — and making it the Budget and you’ll hear a familiar refrain: lower taxes. 
settlement platform for purchases from MSMEs by Yet India’s tax-to-GDP ratio is only around 20% — far 
CPSEs (Central Public Sector Enterprises) — below Germany’s nearly 35% and other European 
directly targets liquidity stress where it hurts most. economies. Those higher ratios, crucially, finance 
One missed opportunity was to link GST universal social security systems. India does not offer 
invoicing/filing with UDYAM registration to that breadth of coverage. The uncomfortable implication 
automatically penalise chronic payment delays. is this: we want European-quality public services with a 
This reform would have improved trust and cash much narrower tax base.The narrowness is not 
flow without large fiscal cost.One troubling anecdotal. The Economic Survey (2017) famously noted 
omission is in not engaging with a central structural that India has only about seven income-tax payers per 
problem: the workforce share in agriculture 100 voters. That single statistic should shape Budget 
remains high — and in some measures appears to debates more than any rhetorical flourish. In a 
be rising — even as agriculture’s GDP share democracy of 1.4 billion people, a small sliver is 
declines. That is the signature of distress, not carrying the direct-tax burden — while the majority 

government’s beliefs about future revenues. This transformation. Rural wages have stagnated for long. The expects visible public goods and welfare support. There 
financial year, tax revenue till November has only grown non-farm economy has not created enough secure jobs to is a genuine fairness issue here, but also a basic 
at 3.3%, much below projections of the 2025-26 Budget. pull labour out of low-productivity agriculture. A Budget feasibility constraint.It is true that the burden of indirect 
When tax buoyancy undershoots, governments typically cannot speak of Viksit Bharat without addressing this taxes such as GST is more widespread. But indirect 
respond by compressing expenditure — often by cutting employment paradox. At the same time, the proxy for taxes, although easier to collect, are inherently 
healthcare or education spending, or delaying capex unemployment insurance i.e. the rights-based regressive and hurt the poor much more in relative terms, 
because it is the easiest line item to squeeze without employment guarantee Act (MGNREGA) has been than the rich.On the expenditure side of the Budget, we 
immediate political backlash. Fiscal discipline is replaced by the Budget-constrained VB-G-RAM-G, in find that a large fraction of spending is effectively pre-
maintained but by sacrificing growth impulse.The which 40% of the burden will now be on state committed: interest payments, salaries, pensions and 
Budget has caught the global fashion of industrial finances.Finally, it is worth pondering whether the annual major subsidies (food and fertiliser). That leaves a 
policy: sectoral thrusts, targeted incentives and Budget presentation ought to get this festive IPL-like relatively small slice for the growth-promoting portion 
“strategic” bets (biopharma, electronics, frontier status. Should it not just be a routine, almost boring affair, i.e. capital expenditure. Much of the growth momentum 
manufacturing). The world is indeed picking winners. like in most developed economies? The FM could use in recent years has come increasingly from publicly 
But India’s experience suggests that picking winners Budget day to deliver a candid ‘State of the Economy’ funded capex, which was raised again in this budget to 
works only when the ecosystem is built: logistics, speech and set long-term goals. Some of the recent big Rs 12.2 lakh crore out of the total outlay of Rs 53.5 lakh 
standards, testing labs, contract enforcement, skilled economic reforms, such as the corporate tax cut of 2019, crore. Overall spending rises by only about 7%, which 
technicians, predictable regulation and patient finance. have happened outside the Budget.All said and done, this means that the FM is trying to protect investment 
Production-linked incentives have worked only for some is a Budget of cautious pragmatism, and so unanswered spending even while keeping total spending growth 
sectors.The better way is to invest in the fundamentals questions. Its fiscal stance is defensible: with limited contained. This implies that there isn’t much 
that raise productivity across sectors: reliable power, fireworks, conservative signalling and continued capex discretionary fat left to trim or reallocate. So any call for 
ports and freight, dispute resolution, ease of exit, and a support. There is emphasis on skills and capability-sweeping tax cuts, large new welfare promises and big 
deep domestic bond market. Without these, industrial building for the future. new sectoral packages collides with arithmetic.

Revised estimate for income tax collections is about 9% less than the budgetary projection

developmental outcomes. The governments strive to working for others (service/jobs) is low). This setting up new manufacturing units or the much-needed LAST month, Andhra Pradesh launched an initiative to 
deliver what the people prioritise or would be happy traditional thought process is mainly behind the futuristic knowhow.What is the way out? A crusade to equip one million residents in quantum technology 
with. You enjoy free bus rides, you will get those; you prevalence of the production of low-value, soft-farm upgrade the human capital in knowledge and skills of mechanisms and the manufacturing of quantum 
want your homes lit free, you will have them. If these commodities and survival on around Rs 75,000 crore the modern development matrix is needed. A campaign computers with the aim of developing the state as a 
lead to a debt-GDP ratio that is the second worst in the inducted in the economy as MSP annually. The share of as massive as the one undertaken to eliminate illiteracy 'quantum valley'. On the day of the launch, 50,000 
country, so be it.This is not to suggest that we are agriculture may have declined to about 25% in the GDP, by ensuring 100 per cent enrolment and adult education students from all over the state enrolled in the project, 
regressive. It is just that our attitude, orientation and but nearly 45% of the population still survives on its is needed. The endeavour should be extended to all networked through IT connectivity. Coupled with AI 
worldview need to be realigned with today's matrix of income, with a fast-degrading ecology. Our aspiration is sectors of economy and society.In agriculture, for inventiveness and an announcement of a Rs 100-crore 
economic evolution. We are capable of delivering the instance, switch over to precision agriculture award to whoever from the state wins the first Nobel 
best. Sir Malcolm Darling, a British administrator, has and field management, micro-technology and Prize in ingenuity, the youth and industry joined the race 
described the Punjabis as "the finest specimen of men I knowledge-driven crops, etc. It will enhance to meet the challenge. At the other end of the spectrum, 
have ever seen." A confirmation of this comes from the incomes as well as conserve the ecology. The nine states, including those perceived as indifferent 
Government of India's latest report on Good displaced workforce should be simultaneously performers like Assam and Jharkhand, were in Davos in 
Governance Index. It has ranked Punjab as number one skilled in other professions, ensuring equity and January to project their strengths and attract value 
among all states in human resource development.What social justice. There is tremendous scope within chains and digital FDI.And, what are we, in Punjab, 
then has gone wrong? To put it simply, the society has the allied sectors. For example, even sub-arid busy with? Political tu-tu-mein-mein, gangsterism and 
failed to transform itself from brawn to brain or, from Haryana, with almost no freshwater body, has a violence, chitta that earned us the sobriquet of udta 
somatic dynamism and valour — that led Punjabis to higher share in fisheries production and Punjab, social conflicts, be-adbi and sacrilege episodes 
achieving glorious heights and distinctions in 'physical' productivity per kg/hectare than the land of that simmer forever, farm agitations, long unresolved 
professions like defence, agriculture, transport and rivers, Punjab.The push requires a huge R & D inter-state legacy disputes, how to migrate, including by 
sports — to a 'thinking- and knowledge-driven' people, effor t ,  extension and disseminat ion the 'donkey route' and freebies, to name a few.
innovating and comprehending the imperatives of mechanism, strengthening of infrastructure, IT We are essentially caught in a non-developmental spiral 
modern knowledge metamorphoses. and AI backbone. We need handholding by the — a society in conflict with itself, a laggard state that has 

Secondly, society's attitude towards markets and Central government, private investment and slipped from the first position to the 19th on most 
commerce, religion, law and crime, government and active involvement of corporates. At the same economic indicators, including per capita income, a low 

the Swaminathan pricing formula, little appreciating establishment, women and history, to name a few, time, we must activate our universities, research GDP growth rate with negligible gross fixed capital 
that it would only enhance the average rural household influences outcomes. Economics and finance are institutions and administrative systems and mobilise formation, agrarian distress, ecological crisis, a high 
income to a maximum of Rs 45,000-50,000 a month today's main measures for growth. But a substantial such social intermediaries as deras, gurdwaras, NGOs unemployment rate and an eclipsed MSME base.
from the existing Rs 31,500.rural part of Punjabis has a poor sense of commerce and and self-help groups to create local-level learning The state must take the major blame for the present 

Our service sector — 46% of the economy — is fiscal and money matters. Compare Punjabis with platforms for equitable access. Their effective role situation. It is a failure of the leadership. At the same 
characterised by low-value transactions like transport, Parsis, Gujaratis and Marwaris to know the difference. during flood relief activities reaffirms their reach, time, Punjabis themselves are equally culpable. The 
restaurants, retail trade, real estate, entertainment, etc, We are still consumed by an agrarian ethos, a single resources and capability. The challenge is to marshal crisis we face today is intrinsically rooted in our past, 
with a poorly paid workforce. Industry and FDI, despite sector-driven growth in the historical bind of 'uttam them.The cost of non-action would be devastating as our socio-cultural ethos and our attitudes. Politics, 
our two years' consecutive ranking as 'top performer' by kheti, madhyam vyapar, nakhid chakri' (a proverb Punjab is at a tipping point. As historian Arnold Toynbee society and economy are symbiotically intertwined. Just 
the DPIIT, continue to elude the state. There is highlighting the social hierarchy of professions: cautioned — civilisations die not by murder but suicide. as there is a political economy, there is also what I call an 
negligible surplus capital with Punjab or individuals for agriculture is best, trade/business is medium and The choice is ours, Punjabis.' a t t i tudinal  economics ' ,  which determines  

Transition from brawn to brain power needed
A single sector-driven growth model has trapped Punjab in stagnation

The Haryana experiment — where fortified laddoos significantly improved vitamin D levels among schoolgirls — stands out for its simplicity and effectiveness
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The Sikh Times
Maligaon, 05th

February: Northeast
Frontier Railway (NFR) has
registered significant
progress in the fields of
renewable energy adoption,
electric traction and opera-
tional safety during the cur-
rent financial year, reflect-
ing its continued commit-
ment towards sustainable,
efficient and safe rail opera-
tions.  In a major boost to
green energy initiatives,
9.27 MWp Rooftop Solar
Power Plants have been
commissioned over NFR up
to December 2025 during
FY 2025–26. This achieve-
ment is 373% higher than
the corresponding period of
the previous financial year
(FY 2024–25) and also
marks the highest-ever
rooftop solar capacity
installed in a single financial
year since 2011–12. With
this addition, the cumula-
tive solar power capacity
over NFR has reached 18.4

MWp as on 31st December,
2025, resulting in substan-

tial energy savings and
reduction in carbon foot-
print.  Under electric trac-
tion initiatives, Trip
Inspection (TRIP) sheds at
New Jalpaiguri (NJP) and
Dibrugarh (DBRG) have
been commissioned on 20th

August, 2025 and 27th
November, 2025 respective-

ly to facilitate electric loco-
motive trip inspections and
improve operational relia-
bility. Further strengthen-
ing train safety, KAVACH,
the indigenous Automatic
Train Protection system,
has been fitted in 81 electric

locomotives out of a total
fleet of 285 electric locomo-

tives over NFR.  As part of
the transition towards
cleaner traction, 31 pairs of
trains have been converted
from diesel traction to end-
to-end electric traction,
leading to the saving of 26
diesel locomotives and

enhancing energy efficien-
cy and operational sustain-
ability.  In the area of train-
ing and safety awareness, a
working model of the
Automatic Block System
has been developed and
installed in the New
Bongaigaon (NBQ) lobby
to improve the working
knowledge of train crew.
Additionally, sectional
videography during night
hours has been introduced
in Katihar (KIR),
Alipurduar (APDJ),
Rangiya (RNY) and
Tinsukia (TSK) divisions to
enhance route learning and
situational awareness
among running staff. These
initiatives underline
Northeast Frontier
Railway’s focused approach
towards green energy, mod-
ern traction, capacity build-
ing and enhanced safety,
contributing to more sus-
tainable and efficient rail
operations across the
region.

NFR Achieves Record Rooftop Solar Capacity
and Expands Electric Traction Infrastructure

The Sikh Times
Manoj Pal

Muzaffarnagar.The police have busted a
well-organized gang that had been running a
fraud racket for years under the cover of
religion in the district. Under Operation
Search Light, Kakrauli police arrested
six individuals who used to change their
religion, dress up as sadhus, and roam
from village to village, cheating innocent
women in the name of treatment, occult
practices, and removing misfortune.
SSP Sanjay Kumar Verma said during a
press conference that the gang had been
active for nearly seven years and was
operating its network across the district
while living in rented accommodation in
the Mirapur area. Each member earned
around ?1,500 to ?2,000 per day, while
the group collectively made ?15,000 to
?20,000 daily through illegal means. Police
investigations revealed that the accused wore
complete ascetic attire and projected them-
selves as miracle-working babas. They cleverly
mixed Hindi and Sanskrit while speaking to

win people’s trust. On the pretext of curing ill-
nesses, resolving household problems, and
ending bad luck, they entered homes and
extorted cash and valuables. From their pos-
session, police recovered six fake Aadhaar

cards, damru, khanjari, sarangi, peacock-feath-
er sticks, sacred ash, religious threads, dona-
tion receipts, and various items related to
occult practices. Arrested accused have been
identified as Shakeel son of Balu, Shaukeen

son of Faizu, Iqbal son of Ramzan, Sajil son of
Balu, Ayyub son of Mehboob all residents of
Jaula village under Budhana police station and
Hanish son of Mona Jogi resident of Goyla vil-
lage under Shahpur police station. According

to police, the accused had obtained
fake Aadhaar cards using false
names and addresses to hide their
real identities and mislead people by
claiming to be residents of the
Mirapur area. SSP stated that a total
of 13 names linked to the gang have
surfaced so far. One accused had
already been sent to jail earlier, while
six others are still absconding and
being actively searched for. SP Rural
Aditya Bansal and CO Bhopa
Devvrat Vajpayee were also present
at the press conference. The police
team included Kakrauli Station
House Officer Joginder Singh, Sub-

Inspectors Sachin Chaudhary, Devki Nandan,
and Dinesh Singh, along with Head Constables
Avdhesh Bhati and Joginder Singh, and
Constables Sahil Kumar, Dinesh Bana, and
Krishna Kumar.

Operation Search Light! Gang Begging in
the Disguise of Sadhus Exposed

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE is hereby given to public at
large that my client Sh. Hari Om s/o
Mr. Sher Singh is the owner of Land
admeasuring 160 Sq. yards i.e.
133.78 Sq. Meter, out of Khasra no.
395/1Min, wake Village
Hoshiyarpur, pargana & Tehsil
Dadri, Distt. Gautam Budh Nagar,
U.P. vide GIFT DEED dated
02/02/2026, Registered as docu-
ment Registration No. 1621 in Book
No. I, Vol. No 14664, on page 333 to
350, on 02/02/2026, in the office of
S.R.-I, NOIDA and Intend to mort-
gage the said property with Aditya
Birla Capital Finance. If any per-
son(s) has/have any objection(s) or
claim(s) with respect to the right,
title or interest in the said property
may please contact us within 07
days from the date of this notice on
the number & address mentioned
herein below, failing which my
client(s) shall not be held responsi-
ble in any manner whatsoever.

Khaitan & Khaitan
Plot No. 100 ,2nd floor

Okhla Phase III, New Delhi
Ph. No: 011-49774545

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto Known as DINANATH S/O
- Chandeshwar Thakur R/O Village-
Gaushpur Ahiai,  Post- Gaushpur
Bariyarpur, Chak Sikander, Vaishali
Bihar- 844115 have changed my
name and shall hereafter be known
as Harinath Thakur.

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that I,
ALKA SHARMA W/O VIPIN
BHARDWAJ  R/O HOUSE NO-
213A, E-BLOCK, NEW ROSHAN
PURA NAJAFGARH, VTC:
NAJAFGARH, PO: NAJAFGARH,
SUB DISTRICT: NAJAFGARH,
DISTRICT: SOUTH WEST DELHI,
DELHI-110043, declare that name
of mine has been wrongly written as
ALKA BHARADWAJ in my minor
daughter DIVYANSHI aged13 years
in her School Record.  The actual
name of mine is ALKA SHARMA
respectively which may be amend-
ed accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as Brijesh Kumar
Chandra S/o Mihi Lal R/o J-3-
141A/7, Mehrauli, Sangam Vihar,
South Delhi, Delhi-110062 have
changed my name and shall here-
after be known as Brijesh Kumar.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as MOHAMMED
AKHTAR S/O MOHD.ABBAS R/O
A-484,Street No.14,Shree Ram
C o l o n y , K h a j o o r i , P O :
Dayalpur,Distt: North East,Delhi-
110094,have changed my name
and shall hereafter be known as
MOHD. AKHTAR.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as SHAKEELA
BEGUM W/O MOHD.AKHTAR,
H.No.484/A,Street No.14, Shri
Ram Colony,Khajuri,PO:
Dayalpur,Distt: North East,Delhi-
110094,have changed my name
and shall hereafter be known as
SHAKILA KHATOON.

NAME CHANGE
I VIPIN KUMAR RAJPAL S/o KISHAN
CHAND R/o HOUSE NO 914 SECTOR
7 EXTN GURGAON HARYANA122001
I HAVE CHANGED MY DAUGHTER
NAME  ISHITA TO ISHITA RAJPAL for
future purpose

NAME CHANGE
I, POONAM / POONAM RATHEE  D/O
RANBIR SINGH R/O 188/13,NAJAF-
GARH ROAD, NEAR HARDYALPUB-
LIC SCHOOL,ANAND NAGAR,
BAHADURGARH, JHAJJAR,
HARYANA-124507, HAVE CHANGED
MY NAME TO POONAM RATHI FOR
ALL FUTURE PURPOSES.

NAME CHANGE
I, Mohammad Shafiq Siddiqi & Mohd
Shafiq Siddiqi, C/o Mohammad Siddiq
R/o A-37, second floor, DDA colony,
New Zafrabad, Delhi-110032, have
change my name Mohammad
Shafique Siddiqi for all future purpose.

PUBLIC NOTICE
General public is hereby informed
that I/We Bajinder Pal Singh &
Tanjeet Singh am/are filing applica-
tion in L&DO/NDMC for substitu-
tion/mutation of the property no. 81,
Shanker Market, Connaught Circus,
New Delhi, in the name of S. Sardar
Singh, on the grounds of
Inheritance. If there are any objec-
tions/claims from the general public
on this application, the sarne shall
be communicated to L&DO/ NDMC
with supporting documents through
registered post or by visiting L&DO
/ NDMC or through an email at
so.estateii@ndmc.gov.in, within 30
days of publication of this notice.

Tanjeet Singh
Address: C-7a Vishnu Garden

Phone: 9711760645

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I
Sumer Singh S/O Sareli Singh R/O
C-59, BHAGYA VIHAR, Rani Khera,
North West Delhi, Delhi 110081
declare that name of mine has been
wrongly written as SUMRE SINGH
in my minor daughter namely
PRIYA aged 16 years in her 10th
class educational document, The
actual name of mine is SUMER
SINGH, which may be amended
accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
I, Mohammad Altamash Ansari S/o
Masiullah Ansari R/o C-1/14-B, 3rd
Floor, Jasaola Village, Jamia
Nagar, Delhi-110025 have
changed my name to Mohd
Altamash Ansari.

NAME CHANGE
I, Uzar Ahmed S/o Mohd Sayeed
R/o 2447, Chota Rang Mahal,
Naya Bazar, Tilak Bazar, Delhi-
110006 have changed my name to
Uzair Ahmed.

NAME CHANGE
I, Mohd Subhani S/o Bone Khan
R/o H.No.95, Gali No.25, Block-H,
Mustfabad Extn., Delhi-110094
have changed my name to
Subhani.

NAME CHANGE
I, Suresh S/O Ramesh R/O S-14 / B-
139,JJ Camp Thuts Okhla, Okhla
Industrial Area Phase -1,PO: Okhla
Industrial Area Phase -1,Dist: South
Delhi, Delhi -110020, have changed
my name and shall hereafter be
known as Dinesh

NAME CHANGE
I, SURESH MANDAL S/O ADHIK
MANDAL R/O B-195/2 Gali No 2
Phase-2 Qutub Vihar, South West
Delhi, Delhi-110071 have changed
name of my minor son namely BITTU
KUMAR aged 8 years and he Shall
hereafter be known as BIDYAPATI
KUSHWAHA.

Family claims diamond ring missing after
elderly man dies at Delhi airport

The Sikh Times
New Delhi:  The

family of a 69-year-old
man, who died after col-
lapsing at Delhi’s Indira
Gandhi International
Airport, has alleged
that a five-carat dia-
mond ring went miss-
ing from his person dur-
ing the medical emer-
gency. The incident
occurred in the early
hours of January 4. The
Delhi Police has regis-
tered a case following
the family’s claims that
the valuable jewellery,
worn by the man when
he collapsed at
Terminal 3, went miss-
ing during the chaos of
the resuscitation

efforts. According to
the FIR, the victim, a
resident of Rajasthan,
was in the process of
boarding flight to
Baku, Azerbaijan, as
part of a group tour
when he suddenly lost
consciousness at
around 4 am in the
departure area.
Airport staff alerted
the medical team,
which reached the
spot and started
resuscitation efforts,
including CPR. The
man was shifted to the
medical emergency
area where doctors
later declared him
dead. The victim’s son
told the police that his

father had been wear-

ing the ring for nearly
30 years. “The ring is of
immense value to my
mother and the family
as it is the last memory
of my father,” he said.
Recalling the sequence
of the events,

the son said he had

dropped his parents at
Terminal 3 and
received a call from his
mother at 4 am regard-
ing his father’s
condition. He
rushed back

but was denied entry. “I
requested the staff
to let me in, but
due to protocols, I
was asked to wait
outside. I stood
there helplessly
and could not do
anything for him,”
he said, adding that
his mother was
eventually brought
out in a wheelchair
and his father’s
body was handed

over to them at around
8.30 am. The fami-
ly alleged that the
diamond ring went

missing while medical
assistance was being
provided. They main-
tained that the ring was
present when the victim
was taken for treat-
ment. “The ring was
present when my father
was taken for medical
assistance, but it was
missing when his
belongings were hand-
ed over to us,” the son
said in the FIR. He
added that the jew-
ellery held significant

emotional value for the
family. The airport
police registered a case
on January 24. A
detailed investigation is
under way and teams
are scanning CCTV
footage of the depar-
ture and medical emer-
gency areas to trace the
missing item, the police
said.

NAME CHANGE
I, Arif S/O Mahtab R/O E-338, Gali
No-11, E bLOCK Shastri Park,
North West Delhi - 110053 Have
changed my name to Mohammad
Arif for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, Rachana W/O Sunil Chaturvedi
R/O Plot No. 3/447, Upper Ground
Floor (UGF) Sector- 3, Vasudhara,
Ghaziabad, UP- 201012 Have
changed my name to Rachana
Kumari for all future purposes.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I
SHABNAM D/O FAIZAN EX. Wife
of MOHD. DANISH R/O A-29, GALI
NO-2, SURAT VIHAR, MUBARAK
PUR DABAS, NORTH WEST
DELHI, DELHI-110081 declare that
I got divorce from my husband vide
Court Decree No. HMA No.
209/2021 dated 18-09-2021.
Further I have changed the name of
my minor son namely MOHD.
ZAROON aged 4 years and he shall
hereafter be known as MOHD.
YUSUF which may be amended
accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
I, NEETI D/O ANIL ARORA resid-
ing at H NO-10 ROAD NO-78,
PUNJABI BAGH WEST DELHI-
110026 have changed my changed
my name to NEETI ARORA for all
future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as Brijesh Kumar
Chandra S/o Mihi Lal R/o J-3-
141A/7, Mehrauli, Sangam Vihar,
South Delhi, Delhi-110062 have
changed my name and shall here-
after be known as Brijesh Kumar.The Sikh Times

Sonepat: A team of the State
Vigilance and Anti-Corruption
Bureau (SV & ACB), Rohtak,
caught an Assistant Sub-
Inspector red-handed while
allegedly accepting a bribe of Rs
1.5 lakh in Gohana on Friday
evening. The accused, identified

as Jeet Singh, was posted at the
Gohana City police station. A case
has been registered against Jeet
Singh under Section 7 of the
Prevention of Corruption (PC)
Act. He would be produced in a
court on Saturday. According to
available information, the Gohana
City police had registered a case
on October 25 against Pawan and
others for allegedly duping peo-
ple by promising to double their
money. In a complaint to the SV &

ACB, Rohtak, a relative of Pawan
alleged that ASI Jeet Singh
demanded a bribe of Rs 10 lakh,
threatening to implicate innocent
family members and promising to
remove their names from the
case. The deal was allegedly set-
tled for Rs 3 lakh. Acting on the
complaint, the SV & ACB regis-

tered a case and laid a trap on
Friday. As per the plan, the com-
plainant handed over Rs 1.5 lakh
to the ASI at a pre-decided time
and place. As soon as Jeet Singh
accepted the money, the ACB
team apprehended him and
recovered the bribe amount.
During the preliminary investiga-
tion, sources said it was revealed
that the accused had allegedly
taken Rs 3.5 lakh earlier in con-
nection with the same case.

ASI caught red-handed taking 
Rs 1.5-lakh bribe in Gohana



8NATIONAL The Sikh TimesFriday 06 February 2026



9SPORTS The Sikh TimesFriday 06 February 2026

NEWS BOX

clear. He may no longer be competing NEW DELHI. (Agency)  
for a permanent spot in the XI, but his The road ahead as India moves into the T20 
place in the squad still demands World Cup 2026 cycle does not look 
readiness rather than resignation. In particularly encouraging if you are Sanju 
practical terms, that means preparing Samson. After a lean run in the lead-up to 
f o r  s i t u a t i o n s  r a t h e r  t h a n  this phase, the direction from the Indian 
selections.Just because this Indian camp appears largely settled. Ishan Kishan 
team appears settled and in form does has emerged as the preferred opener 
not make it immune to disruption. alongside Abhishek Sharma, a call 
Injuries, niggles, or sudden loss of underlined by form and one that is difficult 
form have a way of altering plans even to contest given his returns since rejoining 
in the most stable setups.the Indian T20I side.Clarity at the top of the 

 The 2023 Cricket World Cup offered a order, however, rarely brings clarity for end of the road. In cricket, and in sport more 
reminder of how quickly equations can everyone else. For Samson, it raises an broadly, influence is not always dictated by 
change. When Hardik Pandya was sidelined uncomfortable but inevitable question. who starts. Sometimes, it is shaped by those 
mid-tournament, it opened the door for Does this moment represent the end of his waiting just outside the frame who are 
Mohammed Shami, who went on a time in India’s T20 plans? The answer, at asked to make an impact.
remarkable run despite India falling short in least for now, is not quite so definitive. Change in role for Sanju Samson
the final.Samson’s situation is not identical, He may not have the starring role he once With the batting unit more or less settled, 
but the lesson holds. hoped for, but this does not have to be the what Samson needs to do next is fairly 

support and a strong spin tradition. Anand, Gujarat, the Indian-origin batter NEW DELHI. (Agency)  
Namibia, meanwhile, have been impressed came through the age-group system in Suryakumar Yadav is the Indian captain for 
with tactical discipline and adaptability India, representing Gujarat at the Under-16 the T20 World Cup, and the spotlight will 
across conditions.Teams like Oman and and Under-19 levels and even playing undoubtedly be on him. But beyond India’s 
UAE bring valuable experience from alongside Jasprit Bumrah during his junior campaign, there is another compelling 

days. Yet, despite the promise, the I n d i a n  c o n n e c t i o n  i n  t h e  
pathway stalled.After securing a green tournament—players of Indian origin 
card in 2010, Monank migrated leading several associate teams on the 
permanently to the United States in world stage.
2013, a move that nearly ended his The T20 World Cup 2026, co-hosted by India 
cricketing ambitions as he seriously and Sri Lanka, will see associate nations 
contemplated quitting the sport. such as the Netherlands, USA, Nepal, 
Cricket, however, found its way back. Namibia, Oman, UAE and Canada arrive 
After settling in the US, Monank with renewed belief and a clear intent to 
rebuilt his career from scratch and challenge the established powers of the 
made his international debut in 2019 in game.  Having qual i f ied through 
both ODIs and T20Is.demanding regional pathways, these teams 

Since then, he has been the backbone of are no longer content with mere 
USA’s batting, scoring 2,288 ODI runs participation and will be eager to make a 
at an average of 34.66, including three lasting impact.In recent years, associates multiple ICC tournaments and are adept at 

centuries and 18 fifties, along with a T20I have steadily narrowed the gap with full- handling pressure. With T20 cricket’s 
century against the Bahamas.Appointed member sides. The Netherlands have built inherent unpredictability, these sides will be 
captain in 2021, he led USA to their historic a reputation for upsetting higher-ranked targeting shock results. For Indian fans, the 
win over Pakistan at the 2024 T20 World teams at ICC events, backed by a strong presence of Indian-origin captains adds an 
Cup, earning Player of the Match honours. domestic structure and players with county extra layer of intrigue—players keen to 
His strong showings in Major League and franchise experience.USA and Canada prove they belong at the very top level of the 
Cricket with MI New York, including a benefit from expanding domestic leagues game.Monank Patel’s rise to international 
career-best 93 in 2025, further underline his and increased international exposure, c r i c k e t  h a s  b e e n  a n y t h i n g  b u t  
big-game temperament.while Nepal draw strength from passionate straightforward. Born on May 1, 1993, in 

From Jatinder Singh to Monank Patel: Indian-
origin captains eye defining T20 World Cup

NEW DELHI. (Agency)  
Former England captain Nasser Hussain has 

launched a sharp critique of the 
International Cricket Council and the Board 
of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) over 
the chaotic build-up to the T20 World Cup 
2026. Speaking on the Sky Sports Podcast 
alongside Michael Atherton, Hussain 
alleged that the ICC’s preferential treatment 
of powerful boards, particularly India, has 
deepened the imbalance in world cricket.

Hussain’s comments come in the aftermath of 
the BCCI terminating Bangladesh fast 
bowler Mustafizur Rahman’s contract with 
his Indian Premier League franchise. The 
move triggered a chain of events that saw 
Bangladesh refuse to travel to India for their 
World Cup fixtures, ultimately leading to 
their exit from the tournament.

The situation escalated further when Pakistan 
announced their decision to boycott their 
group-stage match against India, plunging 
the tournament into further uncertainty just 
a  w e e k  b e f o r e  i t s  s c h e d u l e d  
start.Questioning the ICC’s consistency, 
Hussain asked whether the world body 
would have taken such a hard line if India 
had been the team unwilling to travel, citing 
government restrictions or security 
concerns.“If India, a month before a 
tournament, said ‘our government does not 
want us to play in a country for a World 
Cup’, would the ICC have been so firm and 
said, ‘You know the rules, bad luck, we’re 
knocking you out?’” Hussain asked.He 
followed it up with a broader warning about 
the long-term damage such an imbalance 
could cause.“The only question all sides ask 
for is consistency. Bangladesh, Pakistan, 
and India must be treated the same. 

season, however, has been different. Unlike Smritu Mandhana's side in Navi Mumbai, The WPL final hasn’t been kind to teams 
2023, 2024, and 2025, when DC dominated DC struck back with a win in Vadodara. finishing at the top of the table. Just ask the 
the league stage and qualified directly for the Capitals, who have fallen short every time Now, back at the same venue, the Capitals have 
final, this year has been a roller-coaster. At they reached the final as table-toppers. This 
one point, the Capitals were on the verge of year, it’s RCB who claimed the top spot. 
elimination. They fought back, though, After winning their first five games and 
staging a seven-wicket win over Gujarat securing a place in the top three, their 
Giants in the Eliminator, powered by a eight-wicket win over UP Warriorz 
brilliant bowling performance. confirmed their position at the 

summit.Smriti Mandhana’s side now Now, all eyes are on the Capitals to break their 
enjoy a week-long break before the final. final curse. After years of heartbreak at the 
But breaks can be a double-edged last hurdle, this is their chance to finally 
sword—they can disrupt momentum. finish on the right side of history and lift the 
Meg Lanning herself has noted that rest coveted WPL trophy.If you remember the 
periods don’t always help teams 2024 final between RCB and DC, you know NEW DELHI. (Agency)  
maintain rhythm.how heartbreak struck the Capitals. After 

Delhi Capitals know this territory inside out. 
opting to bat first, DC raced to 64 for one in Now, RCB have an opportunity to break 

They know what it feels like to step onto the an opportunity to rewrite history, avenge past 7.1 overs, powered by Shafali Verma and the “table-topper curse” and prove they are 
WPL final stage—and the pressure that heartbreak, and finally fulfill the dreams left Meg Lanning’s ice-and-fire combination. more than capable of converting dominance 
comes with it. On Thursday, the Capitals will unachieved in the era of Meg Lanning. This But from there, RCB staged a remarkable into a title. With confidence high and a 
play their fourth consecutive final, facing final isn’t just about a trophy—it’s about comeback, bowling DC out for 113 and chance to rewrite WPL history, the final 
Royal Challengers Bengaluru (RCB) at redemption, resilience, and finishing what cruising to lift the trophy. presents a golden moment for RCB to end the 
Kotambi Stadium, Vadodara. Yet, DC’s was once left unfinished. streak of top-of-the-table disappointments Two years later, the Capitals have a chance to record in finals reads like a nightmare—they CAN RCB BREAK THE TABLE- and lift the trophy.settle the scores. After being hammered by have lost all three previous title clashes.This TOPPERS CURSE?

SPORTS

organised and tactically we want to be able to 
handle any problem the opposition gives us.

"That first half we weren't good enough 
individually and our duels were off and it 
gave us huge problems."Guardiola used 
sarcasm and statistics this week to defend 
City against claims the club's success has 
been due to the financial muscle of their Abu 
Dhabi-based owners.The City manager 
pointed out six English clubs have spent MANCHESTER. (Agency)  
more than his side over the past five years,  Manchester City will face Arsenal in the 
but he knows he will never win over the League Cup final after ending Newcastle's 
critics.Slick CityGuardiola's only way to reign as holders with a first-half blitz in their 
silence the outside noise -- and mounting 3-1 victory on Wednesday.Pep Guardiola's 
suggestions that City are a team in dcline -- is side were already in pole position after 
with silverware.And after finishing last winning the semi-final first leg on Tyneside 
season without a trophy for the first time in in January and they finished the job in frustration of blowing a two-goal lead in a 2- "We will travel to London again, they will wait 
eight years, Guardiola would love to end ruthless fashion at the Etihad Stadium. 2 draw at Tottenham on Sunday that for us there. They never travel to the north 
C i t y ' s  b a r r e n  s p e l l  a t  A r s e n a l ' s  Omar Marmoush struck twice in the first half delivered a major blow to their title (for finals) but I am really happy to be back. 
expense.Marmoush put City ahead with a of the second leg before Tijjani Reijnders put challenge.With a crucial trip to Liverpool Five (League Cup) finals in 10 years is a big 
stroke of luck in the seventh minute.He raced the result beyond doubt.Anthony Elanga looming this weekend, City trail Arsenal by milestone," Guardiola said."It will be good. 
into the Newcastle penalty area and when reduced the deficit after the interval, but six points in the Premier League title race. You have to live this experience. The first 
Dan Burn made a last-ditch tackle, the ball City's 5-1 aggregate win sent them back to title we won here was in the League Cup.The League Cup was the first silverware of 
bounced off the Egypt forward and looped the League Cup showpiece fo the first time Guardiola's City reign when they beat "When you win something, it helps to win 
into the net.James Trafford preserved City's since 2021.City's final date with Arsenal is Arsenal in the 2018 final, with current more. It's a pleasure to play against Arsenal, 
lead, saving from Joe Willock and Anthony set for March 22 at Wembley after the Gunners boss Mikel Arteta then working as the best team right now in Europe and maybe 
Gordon in quick succession.Marmoush Premier League leaders knocked out Chelsea the Spaniard's assistant.City went on to win the world."Newcastle boss Eddie Howe 
struck for th second time in the 29th minute, on Tuesday.Reaching the final was a the competition for the following three years, added: "Really annoyed with the first half 
heading home from virtually.welcome tonic for Guardiola following the but haven't lifted the League Cup since 2021. display. We pride ourselves on being really 

Delhi look to break final curse, aim for 
2024 revenge in battle of best friends

Man City brush aside Newcastle to 
reach League Cup final

Sanju Samson's fate sealed Job's not 
finished with T20 World Cup 2026 in sight

LONDON. (Agency)  
  India batter Tilak Varma appeared visibly 

annoyed with Arshdeep Singh after the fast 

bowler filmed him without permission inside 

the Indian dressing room. A video of the 

incident went viral following India’s T20 

World Cup warm-up match against South 

Africa, showing Tilak eating his food and 

sternly asking Arshdeep to stop recording him.
Tilak, however, had an impressive outing on the 

field, marking his return to the Indian side with 

a fluent 45-run knock against a strong Proteas 

line-up. He scored his runs off 19 balls, hitting 

three boundaries and three sixes. The knock 

was particularly significant as Tilak is 

returning from a minor surgery and needed 

time in the middle.
The left-hander missed India’s recent T20I series 

against New Zealand after undergoing 

emergency surgery for testicular torsion.The 

exchange between Tilak, Arshdeep and Ishan 

Kishan is widely believed to have been a prank. 

Tilak recently featured in Arshdeep’s YouTube 

vlog and is known to share a close bond with 

the left-arm pacer.
Tilak Varma key to India’s T20 World Cup plans
Tilak Varma is expected to play a crucial role in 

India’s T20 World Cup campaign as the team 

looks to become the first side to successfully 

defend a men’s T20 World Cup title. India won 

the previous edition in Barbados, edging South 

Africa by seven runs in a tense final.There is, 

however, a clear difference between that side 

and the current one, with India undergoing a 

major shift in approach under Gautam 

Gambhir’s team management.
India enter the tournament as strong favourites, 

with several teams acknowledging that the side 

is operating at a level above the rest at the 

moment.

Tilak Varma gets angry at 
Arshdeep Singh: Don't take 
videos without permission

NEW DELHI. (Agency)  
Former India cricketer Aakash Chopra believes 

that Ishan Kishan sealed the deal for the 
opener’s slot at the T20 World Cup. His 
comments come right after Kishan's 
explosive knock against South Africa in 
Wednesday’s warm-up match, where he hit a 
rapid fifty.Chopra added that there was no 
doubt Kishan’s performance had swung the 
contest decisively in his favour, stating that 
Sanju Samson had lost the battle for the 
opening spot.

Playing their second warm-up game at the DY 
Patil Stadium in Navi Mumbai, captain 
Suryakumar Yadav confirmed at the toss that 
India would try Kishan as Abhishek Sharma’s 
opening partner. Kishan repaid that faith in 
style, smashing 53 off just 20 balls, including 
seven sixes. He retired out in the sixth over, 
allowing Tilak Varma to spend some valuable 
time in the middle.Absolutely. I mean, sealed 
the deal, completely—no questions asked,” 
Chopra told the broadcasters after the match.

Samson, who was primed for the opener's spot 
in the T20 World Cup, endured a torrid series 
against New Zealand, managing just 46 runs 
from five matches at an average of 9.20, with 

a top score of 24. In contrast, Kishan earned 
the opportunity to open after a sensational 
T20I series against the Kiwis, where he 
smashed 215 runs at a strike rate of 
231.18,WILL SAMSON GET A CHANCE?

Chopra said that since Samson is the only batter 
unlikely to feature in the starting XI, he could 
be called upon to bat anywhere when the need 
arises.

“Someone could get injured, someone could 
wake up with a fever in the morning, or there 
could be a loss of form—then you’d want to 
push him in, and that can happen.

“It’s also possible that he doesn’t even get to bat 
at his natural position, because he’s the only 
batter who might have to bat anywhere. So 
today was an opportunity—if he had scored 
runs as well, it would’ve been perfect,” 
Chopra added.

I quite like it: Nasser 
Hussain backs 

Bangladesh, Pakistan 
over World Cup boycott

Has Samson lost opener's battle 
to Kishan Aakash Chopra gives 

his verdict

WPL 2026 Final, RCB vs DC Preview: 
In the battle of  best friends, 

Jemimah Rodrigues' Delhi Capitals 
will be up against Smriti 

Mandhana's Royal Challengers 
Bengaluru in the summit clash on 

Thursday in Vadodara.

City's final date with Arsenal is 
set for March 22 at Wembley after 
the Premier League leaders 
knocked out Chelsea on Tuesday.
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CCI ordered a detailed probe 
against IndiGo for unfair 
business practices, nearly two 
months after it cancelled 
thousands of  flights due to 
operational issues, causing 
hardships to passengers.

passengers.After taking into 
consideration data related to airlines 
and those provided by the aviation 
regulator DGCA, the Competition 
Commission of India (CCI) has 
prima facie concluded that IndiGo 
has abused its dominant position.In a 
16-page order, CCI said that by 
cancelling thousands of flights, 
which constituted a significant 
portion of the scheduled capacity, 

percent to Rs 4,782.45 on the BSE. IndiGo effectively withheld its services 
At the NSE, the stock declined 3.63 from the market, creating an artificial 

percent to Rs 4,780.30 apiece. scarcity, limiting consumer access to air 
The Competition Commission on New Dcy) travel during peak demand."Such 
Wednesday ordered a detailed probe Shares of InterGlobe Aviation declined conduct by a dominant enterprise may 
against IndiGo for unfair business nearly 4 percent on Thursday morning be viewed as restricting the provision of 
practices, nearly two months after the t r a d e  a f t e r  t h e  C o m p e t i t i o n  services under Section 4 (2) (b)(i) of the 
country's largest airline cancelled Commission ordered a detailed probe Act," the regulator said.Section 4 of the 
thousands of flights due to operational against IndiGo for unfair business Competition Act pertains to abuse of 
i s s u e s ,  c a u s i n g  h a r d s h i p s  t o  practices.The stock dropped 3.65 dominant position.

Google's annual revenue tops $400 billion 
for first time as AI investments rise

seen in gold ETFs, highlighting how widely used in industrial applications as pointing to short-term weakness.
volatile silver can be during market well as investment products, price swings Strong buying interest is seen in the Rs 
swings.At the time of writing, MCX often become exaggerated during 2,35,000–Rs 2,50,000 zone, which acts 
silver was trading at around Rs 2,46,397, uncertain periods. as an important support area. If prices 
down 8.35% or Rs 22,453. In manage to hold above this band and 
comparison, gold prices were recover steadily, silver could move 
relatively stable. MCX gold was towards Rs 3,00,000–Rs 3,25,000 in 
quoted near Rs 1,52,000, lower by just the coming sessions. However, a clear 
0.68% or Rs 1,046. The sharp break below support may trigger 
difference in price movement explains further downside pressure.
why silver-focused funds faced GOLD REMAINS RELATIVELY 
heavier pressure. STEADY

WHY ARE SILVER PRICES UNDER New Delhi.(Agency) Gold ETFs also moved lower in line with 
PRESSURE? MCX gold, but the decline was limited Silver exchange traded funds (ETFs) saw a 

According to the Augmont Bullion Daily compared to silver. According to sharp sell-off on February 5, with some 
Report, gold and silver gave up their Ponmudi R, MCX gold is trading funds falling by double digits in early 
recent gains as fresh selling and high between Rs 1,49,000 and Rs 1,55,000 trade as silver prices slipped again after a 
volatility returned to the precious metals TECHNICAL OUTLOOK FOR MCX after correcting from record highs of short-lived recovery. The sudden drop 
market. Investor sentiment was also SILVER around Rs 1,80,000–Rs 1,81,000.came after precious metals had 
shaken after China’s gold ETFs recorded Ponmudi R, CEO of Enrich Money, said rebounded for two sessions following a He added that the broader bullish structure 
record daily outflows, with nearly $1 MCX silver futures are currently trading steep correction earlier this week. in gold remains intact, with strong 
billion pulled out of major bullion- in the Rs 2,50,000–Rs 2,60,000 range support in the Rs 1,45,000–Rs 1,48,000 HEAVY SELLING HITS SILVER ETFS
backed funds following the recent after a sharp fall from record highs near area. A sustained move above Rs Silver ETFs witnessed aggressive one-day 
correction.Market experts say that silver Rs 4,20,000. He said that while the long- 1,55,000–Rs 1,60,000 could help gold selling, with losses ranging from over 
tends to react more sharply than gold term trend remains positive, prices have regain upward momentum in the medium 10% to nearly 15% during morning trade. 
during corrections. Because silver is slipped below key moving averages, term.The fall was much steeper than what was 

Silver ETFs sink up to 15%, gold 
ETFs remain relatively steady

A slow reset, not a shock: What the EU-
India FTA means for liquor companies

New Delhi.(Agency)
Dalal Street took a breather on Thursday after a 

three-day rise that followed the announcement of 
the India-US trade deal. Early trade saw selling 
pressure across many sectors, pushing benchmark 
indices lower.At around 10 am, the S&P BSE 
Sensex was down 448.57 points at 83,369.12. The 
NSE Nifty50 also slipped, falling 144.95 points to 
25,631.05. The fall was close to half a percent, 
showing a clear pause after the recent rally.

TOP GAINERS IN EARLY TRADE
After the opening bell, Hindustan Unilever Ltd led 

the gainers on the Sensex, rising 1.17%. Trent Ltd 
followed with a gain of 0.92%. NTPC Ltd moved 
up 0.57%, while State Bank of India Ltd was 
higher by 0.52%. Infosys Ltd also opened in the 
green, adding 0.26%.On the losing side, 
InterGlobe Aviation Ltd saw the sharpest fall, 
dropping 2.68%. Bharat Electronics Ltd declined 
2.19%. Eternal Ltd was down 1.61%, Asian 
Paints Ltd fell 1.30%, and Axis Bank Ltd slipped 
1.16%.GLOBAL TECH SELL-OFF ADDS 
PRESSURE

The weakness in Indian markets came a day after a 
sharp fall in global technology stocks. On 
Wednesday, the IT index in India had slumped 
about 6%, marking its biggest single-day fall in 
nearly six years.US stocks also ended lower on 
Wednesday. Technology shares were under 
pressure as investors grew cautious about high 
valuations and questioned whether the strong AI-
led rally on Wall Street had reached its 
peak.Shares of Alphabet fell nearly 2% ahead of 
its quarterly results. After market hours, the stock 
recovered about 2% after the company said it was 
stepping up spending to deepen its push into 
artificial intelligence.Advanced Micro Devices 
saw a sharp fall of 17% after forecasting quarterly 
revenue that fell short of expectations. The 
company also indicated that competition in the AI 
space remains tough, especially against Nvidia. 
Nvidia shares dropped 3.4%, while the broader 
semiconductor index fell 4.4%.This global sell-
off in technology shares once again raised 
concerns that Indian IT stocks could face 
pressure, given their close link to US clients and 
markets.

HOW BROAD WAS THE FALL IN INDIAN 
MARKETS?

The weakness was not limited to large-cap stocks. 
The Nifty Midcap 100 fell 0.97%, while the Nifty 
Smallcap 100 declined 1.47%. Market volatility 
also rose, with India VIX up 1.59%.

BUSINESS

Sensex falls 400 points: Are 
IT stocks down today and do 

investors need to panic
New Delhi.(Agency) were down slightly more than one billion from $10.5 billion.The cash 

percent in after-market trades.Gemini flowing in from online advertising Google parent Alphabet on Wednesday 
wins fansGoogle 's  Gemini  AI gives Alphabet an advantage when it reported blockbuster earnings, its 
continued to grow quickly, ending the c o m e s  t o  i n v e s t i n g  i n  A I  revenue climbing as it invests 
year with 750 million monthly users in infrastructure.Google said it now massively in cloud computing services 
an increase of 100 million from the counts over 325 million paid enhanced with artificial intelligence.
previous quarter."We expect Google to subscriptions across consumer The tech giant said revenue jumped 18 
overtake OpenAI this year for the top services, including Google One and percent year-on-year in the quarter, and 
spot in AI," said Emarketer analyst YouTube Premium.The cloud division, overall annual revenue topped $400 
Nate Elliott.Alphabet brought in which competes with Amazon Web billion for the first time at the company 
$113.8 billion in the final three months Services and Microsoft Azure, has founded by Larry Page and Sergey Brin 
of 2025, powered by its core search become a key growth engine for in 1998.But Alphabet said it will nearly 
business and cloud computing, Alphabet.double its investments this year in the 
earnings figures showed.Alphabet Keeping Chrometechnology arms race gripping Silicon 
reported profit of $34.5 billion in the Alphabet continues to benefit from a US Valley. The company expects capital 
recently ended quarter as revenue from court ruling late last year that spared the expenditures between $175 billion and 
cloud computing soared 48 percent to Internet giant from having to sell off its $185 billion in 2026, double its 2025 
$17.7 billion."We're seeing our AI Chrome browser to address monopoly spending, to meet customer demand for 
investments and infrastructure drive concerns.Google recently notified the AI  products .Despi te  Alphabet  
revenue and growth across the board," court it will appeal the federal judge's relentlessly investing in computing 
Pichai said.Google's core search and ruling that it held an illegal monopoly infrastructure for AI, demand outstrips 
advertising business remained the on online search, court records show.supply, according to chief executive 
primary revenue driver, generating Sundar Pichai."We've been supply Despite the robust growth, Alphabet's 
$82.3 billion, up from $72.5 billion a constrained even as we've been experimental "Other Bets" division, 
year earlier. YouTube advertising ramping up our capacity," Pichai said which includes autonomous vehicle 
revenues also grew strongly to $11.4 on an earnings call.Alphabet shares unit Waymo.

New Delhi.(Agency)
 A Gen Z employee's response to an official instruction 

to report to work at 6:30 am for a virtual meeting has 
gone viral. The employee's response saying that they 
would not be physically attending a virtual meeting 
has won many hearts online and sparked a debate on 
rigid workplace rules.Sharing a post about the 
conversation between two employees on X, a user 
said the Gen Z employees are not the heroes we 
deserved but the heroes we needed. The post 
contains a screenshot which allegedly shows an 
authority asking an employee to be physically seated 
in the office by 6:30 am for the 7:00 am virtual 
meeting and failure to do so will be treated as 
insubordination. The screenshot further said that 
continued non-compliance may result in disciplinary 
action, including suspension, as per company 
policy.In response the employee said that they wont 
be physically appearing for a virtual meeting. The 
employee said they will be attending virtually as the 
meeting format suggests. The employee said that 
threatening suspension over location rather than 
attendance feels less like policy and more like 
PowerPoint abuse. The employee said, "I am 
online." The Gen Z employee's response has 
garnered widespread praise on social media with 
several users praising the employee for his sharp and 
on point response.One user wrote, "You want him to 
come to the office by 6:30 for a virtual meeting. If the 
employer wanted him in the office so badly, why 
didn’t they make it a physical meeting?"

“This reminds me of a past manager who told me and 
my coworkers that although we started work at 8 and 
worked remote, we should still come into the 
meeting 15 minutes early, just as we would if we had 
to travel through traffic," a user wrote.

New Delhi.(Agency)
 Oberoi Realty has emerged as the highest bidder for 

an 11-acre land in Mumbai with a bid value of Rs 
5,400 crore.In a regulatory filing, the company said 
it had participated in the bids invited by Railway 
Land Development Authority (RLDA) for the 
grant of a lease for the development of 45,371 sq 
metre (about 11 acres) of railway land in Bandra 
East for 99 years, with Floor Space Index (FSI) 
potential of 19.50 lakh sq ft.The financial bids were 
opened by RLDA on Wednesday."The company's 
bid at Rs 5,400 crore has emerged as the highest," it 
said.Oberoi Realty said the communication from 
RLDA with respect to the next steps in the process 
is awaited.Last month, the company reported a 
marginal increase in consolidated net profit to Rs 

622.64 crore for the quarter ended December 31, 
2025.

Its net profit stood at Rs 618.38 crore in the year-ago 
period.Total income rose to Rs 1,561.74 crore in 
the third quarter of this fiscal, from Rs 1,460.27 
crore in the corresponding period of the preceding 
year.

IndiGo shares down nearly 4% as CCI orders 
detailed probe for unfair business practices

Gen Z employee responds to 
manager's email on 'strict 
office rules' for virtual 
meeting, netizens all hearts 
on the viral post

import duties and fragmented state founder Sumit Sehgal, the FTA represents India (BAI) Director General Vinod Giri New Delhi.(Agency)
controls, the FTA gently pushes Indian a cultural inflection rather than a price notes, tangible market effects may not Domestic liquor makers are not panicking, 
alcohol producers toward adaptation over war. Lower duties, from this lens, are materialise until after 2027.Beer, in but complacency is no longer an option. 
insulation. The central question, particular, remains structurally The EU-India FTA does not overturn 
therefore, is not whether domestic brands insulated: bulky, low-value, and best India’s alcohol market overnight; it subtly 
will endure, but how decisively they will produced close to consumption. Most but decisively resets its direction. 
evolve. global brewers already operate locally, Protectionism thins, preparedness gains 

rendering imports commercially currency, and comfort zones contract as GUARDED OPTIMISM
The Confederation of Indian Alcoholic marginal beyond niche trials.Wine comparison and competition move centre 

Beverage Companies (CIABC) has offers a more layered outlook, though stage.For domestic prodcers, especially in 
broadly welcomed the agreement, alarmism remains unwarranted. The spirits, wines and beer, the issue is not 
recognising the government’s effort to €2.5 minimum import price effectively survival, but relevance. Those investing in 
balance trade ambition with domestic protects more than 80% of the domestic quality, brand equity, and supply-chain 
realities. Yet its reservations are telling. wine industry.European wines that rigour may find competition acts as a 
Concerns around dumping, under- benefit meaningfully from tariff about market maturity—enabling better catalyst rather than a threat.Those 
invoicing, and misuse of rules of origin reductions occupy the premium tier—a wines, sustainable margins, and long-term dependent almost entirely on tariff 
point to a deeper unease: liberalisation segment domestic producers have only investment in consumer education. insulation, however, may discover that 
without enforcement risks eroding recently begun to engage seriously.Imports are framed less as disruptors and these walls are becoming more permeable 
competitiveness by stealth.CIABC’s The sharper pressure point will emerge in more as ecosystem builders.Both than permanent.The EU-India Free Trade 
focus on strict rules of origin, particularly premium spirits. Categories such as Irish perspectives hold merit. Together, they Agreement is best read as a strategic 
for GI-linked categories such as Cognac whiskey and vodka, already dominated by reveal the agreement’s real fault line. The recalibration rather than a disruptive 
underscores fear of regulatory arbitrage European brands, are positioned to gain challenge lies not in tariffs alone, but in shock.Its architecture with phased tariff 
rather than fair competition. The risk is disproportionately.Any price softening is the broader regulatory ecosystem that reductions, minimum import price 
not European producers playing by the unlikely to challenge mass Indian spirits, surrounds them.thresholds, and category-specific 
rules, but third-country products but it could intensify competition in the safeguard signals intent without upheaval. SHORT-TERM CALM, MEDIUM-
exploiting loopholes and distorting the emerging premium and luxury segments This is liberalisation with constraints, TERM PRESSURE
market.Importers, however, strike a where Indian brands are still finding their In the immediate future, disruption is likely designed to nudge rather than jolt the 
different note. For players like Aristol co- footing.to be limited. As Brewers Association of market.For a sector long shielded by high 

Sun Pharma to invest ?500 
crore in Assam to set up 
manufacturing unit

Copper prices have risen sharply this year due to supply disruptions at key global mines and strong demand from sectors such as electrification, renewable energy and artificial intelligence-led infrastructure.

Oberoi Realty wins bid for 
11-acre land in Mumbai for 
Rs 5,400 cr

Guwahati.(Agency)
Leading drug maker Sun Pharmaceutical will invest 

?500 crore to set up a manufacturing plant in Assam, 
generating direct employment for over 500 people, 
Chief Secretary Ravi Kota said.Senior officials of the 
pharma company held a meeting with the chief 
secretary on Wednesday and discussed various 
aspects of implementing the project.

"Held a meeting with representatives of Sun 
Pharmaceutical Industries Limited... to review the 
company's proposal for setting up pharmaceutical 
manufacturing facilities in Assam," Kota said in an X 
post on Wednesday night.From the company, senior 
vice president Rahul Awasthi and associate vice 
president Ranjit Mohapatra met Kota. "The proposal 
involves  es tab l i sh ing  drug  formula t ion  
manufacturing units in the state to cater to the Indian 
market, with a planned investment of over Rs 500 
crore to be implemented in two phases," the chief 
secretary said.The project is expected to generate 
direct employment for more than 500 people in a 
phased manner after commencement of operations, 
he added."Key aspects such as land requirements, 
availability of water and power, connectivity, and 
access to skilled manpower were discussed," Kota 
said.

The company also outlined its focus on sustainable 
manufacturing practices, including efficient water 
use, increased adoption of renewable energy and 
responsible waste management, in line with 
environmental and regulatory standards, he added.

Silver ETFs witnessed aggressive 
one-day selling, with losses ranging 
from over 10% to nearly 15% 
during morning trade. The fall was 
much steeper than what was seen 
in gold ETFs.
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Travel

What tour 

Guides 
won't tell you

Guides 
won't tell you

You need to carry your passport to any 
nightclub if you're planning to party hard 
in Sydney. Local beverages are more 
affordable in Oz Land. Tipping isn't 
recommended. Here's all that cricket fans 
and travellers need to know about 
Australia. Plane loads of Indian tourists 
visit Australia for cricket, annual vacation 
or honeymoon. We list a few must dos in 
and around major Australian cities 
Sydney, Melbourne and Adelaide. We 
also suggest some of the must dos and 
dont'ts in and around these cities so that 
you save money and avoid all roadblocks 
while planning your holiday. Have an 
amazing Australian experience the 

Aussie way.

Sydney, New South Wales
Trike Ride on Harley Davidson Bikes: How 
about soaking in Sydney while roaming 
across popular attractions like The Opera 
House, The Harbour Bridge, Central 
Business District and suburbs on an open 
Harley `rickshaw'? Rather than riding 
pillion behind a burly rider, why not opt for 
a trike ride? There are several bike tour 
operators such as Troll Tours in the city 
offering a trike ride. This bike has three 
wheels instead of two, and a bigger seating 

area at the back. Cafe and Pub Hopping: 
You've ogled at every Master Chef 
preparation; this is your chance to feast on 
them. Sydney is the food capital of Australia. 
Ample cafes, pubs and clubs run by celebrity 
chefs dot the city. Darling Harbour, 
Darlinghurst and Cowper Wharf Road have 
some of the best dine out spaces. There are 
ample Indian restaurants and other eateries 
have enough vegetarian options too.

Melbourne, Victoria
Colonial Tramcar Restaurant: This is a city 

tour like no other. Nibble on gourmet fare for 
lunch or dinner inside an old tram 
refurbished as a Victorian rail bogey. Among 
the best tramcar restaurants, these trams take 
you on a three-hour journey around the city 
and its suburbs while you enjoy a three-
course meal and sights of the city from your 
tram window. 12 Apostles, Great Ocean 
Road: The road and rock formations are 
hailed as an Aussie wonder worth a visit. The 
four-hour drive along the sea takes you to 
majestic rock and limestone formations 
named 12 Apostles. Some of g the arches 
emerging out of the sea are as high as 45 
metres. These formations change colour 
right through the day with the changing 
colours of the sun.

Adelaide, South Australia
Country Homes for Stay: Adelaide is an ideal 
city to experience both the bustle of Sydney 
and Melbourne, as well as the calm 
countryside that this place offers. Many 
locals rent out their country homes. Book one 
of these cottages and experience a staycation 
with an Australian family. Most of the houses 
have kitchen gardens from where you can 
source your basic ingredients. Do remember 
to go fishing with locals too. Winery Tour: 
Seppeltsfield and Jacob's Creek are two of 
the biggest vineyards of the region and close 
to the city. A wine educator takes you through 
the history of the vineyard and the region and 
offers professional wine-tasting sessions at 
each winery.

Checklist
Club rules
Your passport is a must for entry into any 

club or a pub. Sydney has a lockout hour where 
the entry to a club closes at 1 am. The clubs 
would stay open till 3 am but no new entry or re-
entry is allowed. Tipping is not the norm and not 
encouraged either.

House rules
Cabs are expensive. Trams and walking are the 
usual modes chosen by locals Locals take their 
kitchen gardens very seriously. Don't run amok. 
Pluck only what's needed

Road rules
Australia enforces strict speed limits. Empty 
stretches are tempting but resist pushing the 
accelerator.

Local flair
Beer and wine of the state you are in will be 
more affordable. A South Australian beer will 
be cheaper in Adelaide than Melbourne and vice 
versa. The menus mention which states the 
beverages are from. Try local brews.

Right gear
Your bermudas or denim shorts are NOT 
swimming shorts. Wear proper swimming or 
surf gear that dries quickly rather than roam 
around in drenched lowers post a swim.

Safety first
Australia has strict traffic rules. Wear seat belts 
even while riding trike bikes. Seat belts on rear 
seats of cars are also a must

Civic sense
Smoking in public places is allowed in Australia 
but stubbing the butt on streets is an offence. 
While you will not be punished for smoking, 
you can be fined for littering! Always stub it in 
trays installed.

6 reasons to visit 

Varkala

With a medley of 

steep red cliffs, 

swaying palm 

trees and the 

deep blue 

Arabian Sea, it 

isn't hard to 

imagine why 

Varkala is 

described as one 

of the most 

beautiful 

beaches in India. 

A more laid-back 

alternative to 

Kovalam, Varkala 

is fast catching 

up to its more 

popular cousin, 

thanks to its 

stunning beaches 

and an 

assortment of 

restaurants and 

hotels clustered 

around the North 

Cliff.

Varkala

6 reasons to visit 
eateries. The secluded beach is at the confluence 
of the Kappil Lake and the Arabian Sea, and is 
also one of the cleanest in the state. Visitors can 
take a boat on the backwaters adjunct to the 
ocean; stroll on the bridge that runs across the 
lake; or even climb up the Kodi Cliff for a 
panoramic glimpse of the Arabian Sea.

J a n a r d h a n a  S w a m y  
Temple
Believed to be around 2,000 years old, this 
Vaishnavite temple, perched on a hilltop near 
Papanasham Beach is an important pilgrimage 
centre for Hindus. Devotees often take a dip in 
the sunken water tank inside which is fed by a 
perennial spring. Note that non-Hindus are not 
allowed in the inner sanctum, and there's a 
strictly enforced dress code of saris for women 
and 'mundus' for men.

Britain. There are some 
old churches and a 
cemetery nearby, while 
the beach remains clean 
and unspoiled.

Kappil Beach 
and Lake
Still flying under the 
tourist radar, serene and 
picturesque Kappil is the 
one of the few beaches in 
Kerala that hasn't been 
inundated by shops and 

Sivananda yoga classes twice a day and 
Vipassana meditation sessions. The family-run 
Eden Garden hotel couples yoga with traditional 
Ayurvedic therapies.

Anjengo Fort
History buffs will find the 20-minute drive out 
of town to this fort, located in a fishing village, 
entirely worth the effort. This 17th century fort 
was initially used by the Portuguese as a depot 
for trading goods and arms, and later served as a 
signalling station and a trading depot for pepper 
and coir, for the British. Briefly besieged by the 
locals during a local rebellion in 1721, the fort 
also served as a British ammunition store during 
the Anglo-Mysore Wars in the 18th century. 
Soak in the gorgeous views from the 
ramparts and don't forget to 
check out the 130-foot tall 
lighthouse that once 
guided ships 
arriving 
f r o m  

Papanasham Beach
Synonymous with Varkala, this is the town's 
most popular beach. With waves lapping its 
sun-kissed white sands at one end and 
breaking against the imposing red cliffs on 
the other, Papanasham is quite a sight to 
behold. While swimming is allowed, visitors 
need to watch out (as with all the other 
beaches at Varkala) for strong underwater 
currents.
Besides lounging about on the sands at 
Papanasham, visitors can try their hand at 
parasailing, scuba diving and paragliding, 
while anglers can go deep-sea fishing. The 
beach is lined with a surfeit of restaurants 
serving up fresh-from-the-ocean seafood and 
small shops hawking souvenirs. The 
panoramic bird's eye view from the top of the 
cliff (easily accessed via a winding path) is 
highly recommended. The beach also attracts 
a steady stream of the faithful: Hindus believe 
a dip in the water here can absolve sins, and 
the immersion of cremation ashes leads to 
salvation for the deceased.

Thiruvambadi Beach
If isolation is what you seek then this stretch 
of sand, also known as the Black Sand Beach, 
fits the bill to a tee. One of the quietest 
beaches in Varkala, this beach has, as the 
name suggests, black sand. Accessible by 
climbing down from the North Cliff, or 
driving down Thiruvambadi Road.
If isolation is what you seek then this stretch 
of sand, also known as the Black Sand Beach, 
fits the bill to a tee. One of the quietest 
beaches in Varkala, this beach has, as the 
name suggests, black sand. Accessible by 
climbing down from the North Cliff, or 
driving down Thiruvambadi Road.

Yoga at the beach
Yoga and Ayurveda have always been big 
draws in Kerala and Varkala is no exception. 
Most seaside resorts offer yoga sessions on 
the beach: the trick is identifying which type 
of yoga you'd like to practice and picking a 
resort that offers it. Hotel Green Palace hosts 
'hatha yoga' classes by Haridas, a teacher 
trained in the Sivananda school. Sharanagati 
Yogahaus is a yoga retreat that offers 
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