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Reacting to the Union Budget,
Punjab Finance Minister Harpal
Singh Cheema said that the
Union government has once
again ignored the legitimate con-
cerns of Punjab and Haryana
farmers, exposing its hollow
claims of being pro-farmer.
Cheema pointed out that there
has been no increase in the
Agriculture Infrastructure Fund
nor any concrete assistance to
strengthen market infrastruc-
ture, leaving the agrarian states
in a state of disbelief. He said that
the farmer of Punjab feeds the
nation, yet the Union govern-
ment is continuously neglecting
investment in systems that
ensure food security. The
Finance Minister also criticised
the selective approach adopted
to promote high-value crops.
While the budget mentions
crops like coconut, cashew, san-
dalwood and dry fruits, there is
nothing for farmers in North
India who depend on crops suit-
ed to their agro-climatic condi-
tions. Harpal Singh Cheema said
that this budget clearly shows
the Centre's bias and its contin-
ued indifference towards the

farmers of foodgrain producing
states, especially Punjab. These
farmers deserve respect, sup-
port and appropriate investment,
not empty slogans. Punjab
Finance Minister Advocate
Harpal Singh Cheema said that
there is nothing for Farmers of
Punjab and Haryana in terms of
increased allocation to
Agriculture Infra Fund or
strengthening Mandi
Infrastructure in this Union
Budget 2026. He added that
States will have to do it from their
own funds for the development.
Talked about development of
High-Value Crops but left out
Punjab fully. He said Urea
Subsidy reduced from 1,26,475
Crore last year to 1,16,805
Crores.   Nothing for “Aam
Aadmi” in this budget, Zero tax
relief in today’s times when
incomes are not increasing and
inflation is eating up savings of
common man. Infact,
Government of India has
increased STT (Securities
Transaction Tax) which will
adversely affect common man.
No relief on Long-Term Capital
Gains since STT has been
increased. It is like squeezing the
common man from all sides.
Speaking on Defence he said  we

were hoping that Union FM
would announce major schemes
to make India stronger on
Defence Production and mean-
ingfully increase the Defence
Budget in view of last year’s ten-
sions with Pakistan. Nothing of
that sort has happened. Total
mention of defence was “Four
(4)” Times in Union FM’s
Speech. Highlighting PM-
Vishwakarma Scheme, he
informed that launched with so
much fan-fare last year to provide
holistic, end-to-end support to
traditional artisans and craftspeo-
ple, offering skill training.
Budget reduced from 5,100
Crore to 3,861 Crore. On one
side they say this budget is
aimed at developing legacy
industries and a Yuva-Shakti
Budget ; then they cut budget for
scheme meant exactly for this.
Speaking on 16th Finance
Commission,he said the vertical
devolution (total share of all
states in tax pool) is kept at 41
percent. No change. Finance
Commission has completely
ignored the plight of states and
failed to increase this share
despite the fiscal stretch faced by
states. Horizontal Devolution to
Punjab increased to 1.996 per-
cent from 1.807 percent in 15th

Finance Commission. No
Revenue Deficit Grants from
16th FC. 15th FC had recom-
mended these grants.
Conditions on SDRF are overly
restrictive and will affect the
State like Punjab’s ability to effec-
tively mitigate and manage disas-
ters. He added that  No Mention
of State in Budget Speech. They
have completely forgotten about
Punjab and Punjabis. On
Education front, it is very
Uninspiring. He said   Less than
10% Growth from last year (~8%)
on Education buget.   Budget
remains unchanged from last
year at 7,500 Crore on PM- SHRI
scheme.  Special Assistance to
States for Capital Creation
(SASCI)- he said No mention of
the scheme. All states has
requested extending and
enhancing the outlay of scheme
meaningfully to continue high-
levels of CAPEX. On   Health
point of view, he said AYUSH-
MAN Bharat Scheme Budget
remains unchanged at 9,500
Crore. Swacchh Bharat Mission
Budget halved at 2,500 Crore
from 5,000 Crore last year. VB-G-
RAM-G Budget at Rs 95,692
Crore up from Rs 88,000 Crore
under MGNREGA. 
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Union Budget once again betrayal for
Punjab and Haryana farmers: Harpal Cheema
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Gurgaon.(Agency)
  District magistrate Medha Roopam has 

pulled up Noida, Greater Noida and 
Yamuna Expressway development 
authorities for failing to submit mandatory 
reports on fire preparedness and fire safety 
inspections of high-rise residential 
societies, despite repeated directions 
issued over the past two months.

The lapses were flagged during a District 
Disaster Management Authority (DDMA) 
meeting on Friday, where Roopam also 
took strong exception to the absence of 
senior officers from all three authorities. 
Roopam has written to the chief executive 
officers of the authorities, seeking written 
explanations for both the non-compliance 
and the absence of senior officials.

Officials said the authorities had been 
directed in Dec, and again in Jan, to carry 
out immediate inspections of multi-storey 
residential buildings across the district to 

ensure compliance with fire safety norms 
and to initiate legal action wherever 
violations were found. However, no 
compliance reports have been submitted 
so far."Despite clear instructions in 
previous review meetings, none of the 
development authorities have furnished 
reports on inspections of high-rise 
residential societies," Roopam said.

The DM also expressed displeasure over the 
absence of senior officials at the disaster 
management meeting. Additional CEOs 
or at least officers on special duty (OSDs) 
were required to attend, she said, but the 
authorities were represented only by 
senior manager-level officials. "These 
review meetings cannot be taken lightly. 
Sending a senior manager-level officer for 
every meeting is unacceptable," Roopam 
said, adding that she has formally asked 
the CEOs to ensure the mandatory 
presence of senior officers at all future 
district-level review meetings.

The issue of absenteeism and non-
compliance was raised again later in the 
day during a Narco Coordination Centre 
(NCORD) review meeting, also chaired 
by the DM. Roopam directed that 
compliance reports on decisions taken in 
previous NCORD meetings be submitted 
in writing the same day, warning that 
negligence at any level would invite strict 
action.Roopam said GB Nagar's dense 
population, large number of high-rise 
buildings and significant industrial 
presence demand heightened disaster 
preparedness. She directed departments to 
conduct detailed fire safety audits of 
hazardous and large industrial units and 
instructed the fire department to remain on 
24-hour alert. 

Safety checks were ordered in factories, 
hospitals, schools, malls, hotels and 
residential complexes, along with village-
level awareness programmes aimed at 
preventing fire incidents.

Fire burns down factory in Faridabad, 2 
workers sleeping inside charred

DM to Noida Authority: Why fire 
safety reports for condos missing

Husbands, be quiet please, and let the councillor speak

Gurgaon.(Agency)
With hundreds of voters from single 

polling booths marked as "unmapped" 
under the SIR of electoral rolls, district 
authorities have planned verification 
camps in residential areas to ease 
corrections, especially for senior 
citizens.Officials said SIR camps will 
be organised in areas where more than 
100 voters have been served notices, 
allowing hearings and document 
verification to be conducted closer to 
home. Eldeco Utopia society and 
Sector 15A are among the first 
localities identified for such camps.

The move follows complaints from 
several sectors where multiple voters 
linked to a single polling booth were 
issued summons for verification. 
Manish Garg, a resident of Vinayak 
Apartments in Sector 62, said more 
than 500 voters, many of them retired 
govt employees who shifted to Noida 
two decades ago during the rapid 
development of housing societies in the 
area, had been issued notices.

"Many moved here around 2002-03, 
when new societies were coming up. 
Their names were deleted from the 
earlier place, but they were never added 
to the rolls here. As a result, they do not 
figure in the 2003 electoral rolls of 
Noida, which is now being used as the 
base for SIR," Garg said.Officials 
acknowledged that similar cases have 
emerged across the district. Sub-
divisional magistrate and electoral 
registration officer for Noida, Anuj 
Nehra said authorities are receiving 
multiple representations where a large 
number of voters from the same booth 
or locality have been served notices.

DM Medha Roopam said the special 
camps would be organised within 
residential localities to ensure voter 
convenience, especially for senior 
c i t i zens .  "Ass i s t an t  e l ec to ra l  
registration officers will be present on 
site to verify documents required under 
the SIR exercise," she said.Under the 
ongoing SIR, around 1.7 lakh voters in 
the draft electoral rolls across the 
distr ict  have been marked as 
unmapped, meaning their details could 
not be linked with the 2003 electoral 
rolls. Officials said.

DEHLI/NCR

Roads under water; trees & poles 
uprooted: Cities on knees again

Noida/Ghaziabad. The showers that started Friday 
and continued on Sunday has led to heavy 
waterlogging in Noida and Ghaziabad.

A park for children in Noida Sector 51 has turned into 
a shallow pool, while parks and green belts in 
sectors 119, 12, 30, 120, etc., also remained out of 
bounds due to flooding.Low-lying areas, like 
Botanical Garden Metro station in Noida and Jagat 
Farm Market in Greater Noida, are under at least 
two feet of water. Meanwhile, residents reported 
flooded roads and basements in Noida sectors 22, 
30, 36, 51, 62, 71, 104, 105, 72, 117, 122, 99, 
etc.The picture is similar in Ghaziabad, with Abhay 
Khand, Loni, and Muradnagar facing waterlogging.

Late on Sunday, following reports of 12 people stuck 
in Tronica City due to heavy waterlogging, a team 
of Ghaziabad NDRF carried out a rescue operation. 
Considering a warning of heavy rain ahead, NDRF 
teams are on high alert for emergency response in 
Noida and Ghaziabad.Residents blamed the 
authorities for not taking adequate measures to 
check flooding.“The Noida Authority failed to 
prepare for the monsoon in advance. All its claims 
have fallen flat. In Sector 51, people are wading 
through one-and-a-half feet to two feet of water. 
The Sunday showers also left houses and basements 
flooded.

News box

Discount row leads to clash at 
liquor store in Gurgaon

Gurgaon.(Agency)
 An argument over a liquor discount spiralled into violence 

outside a Bajghera shop in the city, where three youths 
allegedly abused and assaulted staff and threatened to 
kill them while brandishing a pistol-shaped lighter.

The incident occurred on Jan 27 at the Times of Wine 
liquor shop. In a complaint to police, staff said the trio 
arrived in a car to buy liquor and beer and demanded a 
discount. When employees told them they would need to 
speak to their manager, the group allegedly began 
abusing and assaulting staff, insisting they would not 
leave without a discount.As the confrontation escalated, 
one of the youths allegedly ran to their car, pulled out 
what looked like a gun and tried to enter the shop. The 
complainant said he picked up a stick in self-defence. 
The staff were allegedly assaulted again, after which the 
men demanded beer bottles instead of liquor. The 
complaint said they paid for the beer, then left while 
threatening to kill employees and waving the object.

A passerby sitting in another car parked nearby recorded 
the episode. The video shows staff arguing with the 
youths and pushing them out of the shop, before one of 
the men runs to his vehicle and pulls out the pistol-
shaped lighter.”After receiving a formal complaint, 
police registered a case under relevant sections. Two of 
the accused were arrested from Delhi on Friday. They 
were identified as Harsh (27), an MBA graduate, and 
Akshit (24), a BBA graduate, both residents of Nangloi 
in Delhi," said Sandeep Kumar, police spokesperson.

Gurgaon.(Agency)
 Two daily wagers were burnt to death after 

a pre-dawn blaze ripped through a 
plywood and wood-processing factory 
in Pakhal village of Faridabad early on 
Friday, leaving the unit gutted and 
r a i s ing  ques t ions  ove r  s a f e ty  
arrangements.

Police said the fire broke out around 
2.30am at Dream Private Limited, where 
large quantities of plywood and other 
flammable material had been stored. The 
two workers who died were Mohammad 
Aalim (20), and Arvind (26), both from 
Sambhal in UP. They had joined the 
factory only a few days earlier and were 
sleeping inside the premises when the fire 
started.Preliminary findings pointed to an 
electrical short circuit, which officials said 
allowed the flames to spread rapidly 
through the stock, turning the factory into 
a tinderbox. Fire brigade teams reached 

the spot after an alert and fought the blaze 
for a couple of hours. The intensity of the 
fire, police said, initially made it difficult 
to confirm whether anyone was trapped 
inside.During a cooling and search 
operation on Saturday, police and rescue 
teams recovered the two charred remains 
from the premises, confirming the deaths. 
Police sources said it could be that the two 
men managed to come out when the fire 
started but possibly went back in to collect 

belongings and were then trapped as the 
flames intensified. Officials said the 
exact sequence would be established 
after a detailed probe.Darpan Kumar, 
the Dhauj police station in-charge, said 
they were examining all angles. He said 
the factory owner was on the run and 
efforts were on to trace him, adding that 
his statement would be crucial. The 
bodies were sent to BK Hospital and 
Civil Hospital for autopsy and forensic 
analysis to determine the precise cause 

of death and whether any other factors 
were involved.

Police are also checking whether the factory 
had a valid fire NOC and if mandatory fire 
safety norms were being followed. "If 
negligence or violations are found, strict 
legal action will be taken," an official said.

Statements of the victims' families are being 
recorded, and further legal steps will 
follow the inquiry's findings, Kumar said.

Gurgaon.(Agency)
 Trying to end a practice that everyone 

knew was wrong, but no one challenged 
as it was deemed a totem of how politics 
has always worked,  municipal  
corporations have started stopping 
spouses of elected councillors from 
speaking during House proceedings.

Introduced not just in MCG but several 
other corporations after the new House 
was formed following the Haryana civic 
elections last year, the move is intended 
to gag husbands who act as ‘super 
councillors' or ‘parshad patis' – freely 
taking part in discussions on the 
councillor's behalf and also replacing 
her in House meetings even though they 
have no legal standing.Women make up 
at least 33% of councillor posts in all 11 
Haryana municipal corporations. 
Besides, seven out of the 11 corporations 
are led by women as mayors. But the 
practice of ‘parshad patis', and in the 
rural governance structure, ‘sarpanch 
patis', have reduced an empowering 
move into a symbolic one, which mayors 
and corporators say needs institutional 
pushback if women are to have an actual 

say in governance.At MCG, the rule has 
been reiterated at all important 
meetings. At the latest House meeting, 
when Prashant Bhardwaj, husband of 
ward 33 councillor Sarika Bhardwaj, 
attempted to question officials, 
commiss ioner  Pradeep  Dahiya  
reminded him that he did not have the 
right to speak in the House."House me 
bolne ka haq sirf House members ka hai 
(only members have the right to speak in 
the House)," the commissioner said, 
requesting Sarika to ensure her husband 
does not intervene in discussions. 
"Aapki bilkul nahi sunege hum. Sirf 
members baat kar sakte hain (We won't 
listen to you. Only members can 
speak)," he added.In previous tenures of 
the corporation, ‘parshad patis' 
frequently sat in the House, spoke during 
debates and also took decisions that 
involved use of public money. They 
would typically occupy the back rows in 
John Hall, argue with the mayor, and 
speak directly to officers.But in recent 
years, as younger women have become 
councillors, they have started asserting 
themselves, making small pushbacks 

against a deeply patriarchal system. So, 
when the  corporat ions  s tar ted 
disallowing the husbands from taking 
the mic, many councillors supported it.

"If a woman councillor cannot speak up 
about her ward in the House meeting or 
at a public gathering, she should not 
contest elections in the first place," said 
Jyotsna Yadav, councillor from ward 2. 
"A councillor is the voice of a ward. She 
cannot be dependent on her husband to 
put forward proposals of people who 
have elected her and not the husband." 
But so entrenched is the idea of a male 
councillor in society that Jyotsna is 
addressed by people in her ward as 
"councillor sahab". "I appreciate the 
respect but would prefer sahiba," she 
said.It also takes time to kill a habit. 
Despite the gag on spouses, during a 
sanitation review meeting on Jan 19 
chaired by mayor Raj Rani Malhotra at 
the MCG office, several councillors' 
husbands, including the mayor's spouse, 
were present and intervened in 
discussions. The commissioner halted 
the meeting and asked all non-members 
to leave, after which the meeting 

resumed. "This is an elected body. 
Accountability has to be of the elected 
individual," said a senior MCG official, 
requesting anonymity. "If the councillor 
is elected, she must speak. Otherwise, 
the system becomes a farce."In MCG, 
the move to enforce the gag gained 
momentum after a row that followed the 
new mayor taking office last April and 
her husband Tilak Raj being appointed 
her advisor. The appointment was 
withdrawn amid allegations of nepotism 
by the opposition. In the current House, 
of the 36 councillors, 13 are women.In 
municipal corporations in the state, 
wards are reserved for women through a 
statutory rotation-and-draw system, laid 
d o w n  i n  H a r y a n a  M u n i c i p a l  
Corporation Act, 1994 and related rules. 
Under these rules, at least one-third of 
wards in every municipal corporation 
are reserved for women. The reservation 
applies across all categories, such as 
general, scheduled castes and backward 
classes.Urban local bodies minister 
Vipul Goel told TOI, "Our concept is 
clear that if women have to be 
empowered.

Spl SIR camps for Noida 
societies with over 100 

‘unmapped’ voters

Two days after UP prison freed gangster Ravi Kana without 
nod, jail superintendent suspended for negligence

Cops step up security around 
Zomato founder’s home, office 
after death thre

Gurgaon.(Agency)
 Security and surveillance have been heightened by police 

around the office and residence of Deepender Goyal, 
founder of food delivery platform Zomato's parent 
company Eternal Limited, after he received a death 
threat.Police had received a tip-off a few days ago that 
some antisocial elements were planning to target Goyal 
or open fire at his office in the city. Senior police officers 
ordered immediate security measures to prevent any 
attack, according to sources.Security personnel have 
been deployed outside Goyal's properties in the city, and 
multiple police and crime teams have been placed on 

Cracker sparks burn down 3 shops, 6 bikes

Burglars drill through Surajpur school wall to 
steal records and registers

Noida.(Agency)
 Days after several people died from water 

contamination in Indore, Noida and 
Greater Noida authorities have ordered 
technical audits of their drinking water 
systems — covering pipelines, 
reservoirs and water ATMs — and asked 
officials to collect samples across 
sectors to rule out any risk of 
contamination.In Noida, the decision 
was taken at a high-level meeting 
chaired on Friday by Authority CEO 
Lokesh M, who reviewed public health 
issues, civic infrastructure, water supply 
and sanitation, and issued strict 
directions to officials.A committee of 

senior water department officials was 
formed to carry out the audit."We have 
ordered a thorough technical audit of the 
water supply system, including 
pipelines, reservoirs and water ATMs, to 
ensure that residents receive safe and 
clean drinking water," Lokesh M said. 
He added that water samples would be 
collected from different sectors and a 
detailed report submitted "at the 
earliest" to ensure there is no 
contamination threat in the city.The 
CEO also reviewed the status of the 80-
cusec Ganga water project and asked 
officials to complete all pending work 
by this month.

Ghaziabad.(Agency)
 Banda jail superintendent 

Vikram Singh Yadav was 
suspended on Saturday for 
alleged negligence of duty, a 
day after a Noida CJM court 
issued a show-cause notice to 
him over the release of 
undertrial gangster Ravi Kana 
without a court order.

Po l i ce  have ,  meanwhi l e ,  
launched a manhunt for Kana, a 
scrap tycoon accused of 
building an empire through 
coercion and intimidation. Five 
teams have been formed to trace 
him, police said.The action 
against the jail superintendent 
followed proceedings before 
GB Nagar chief judicial 
magistrate (CJM) court, which 
took serious note of Kana's 
release from Banda district jail 
on Jan 29. CJM Sanjeev Kumar 
Tripathi had on Friday sought 
his explanation on why it 
s h o u l d  n o t  d i r e c t  t h e  
registration of an FIR against 
him for allowing a prisoner to 
escape from custody after it was 
informed that Kana had been 
released despite remand 

proceedings being conducted 
via video conference in 
connect ion  wi th  a  case  
registered in Noida.

According to officials, the CJM 
court had issued a B-warrant 
against Kana, directing that he 
be produced before it in a case 
registered at Sector 63 police 
station in Noida. The FIR 
invoked Sections 308(5) 
(creating fear of death or 
grievous injury),  351(2) 
(criminal intimidation) and 3(5) 
(common criminal intention) of 
the BNS.Kana, who was lodged 
in a GB Nagar jail in connection 
with multiple cases, was 
transferred to Banda district jail 
in Aug 2024 for administrative 
reasons. On Thursday, he was 
produced before the Noida 
court through a video link from 
Banda jail. Later that evening, 
he was released, despite the B-
warrant being in force.In its 
order issued on Jan 30, the 
Directorate General of Prison 
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  a n d  
Correctional Services said 
Vikram Singh Yadav, the jailer 
of Banda district jail, was 

responsible for releasing the 
undertrial prisoner, even after 
receiving information about the 
pending B-warrant in the Noida 
case.The order said the jailer 
was prima facie guilty of 
dereliction of duty and that 
departmental proceedings 
under Rule 7 of the Uttar 
Pradesh Government Servant 
(Discipline and Appeal) Rules, 
1999 were being contemplated. 
H e  w a s  p l a c e d  u n d e r  
suspension with immediate 
effect and attached to the Dr 
Sampurnanand Jail Training 
Institute.Meanwhile, Noida 
police said five teams are 
working to trace Kana. "Two 
teams are in Banda district to 
track his movement after he was 
released. His mobile phone is 
switched off, so CCTV footage 
and road surveillance are being 
used," a senior officer said. 
"The remaining teams are 
coordinat ing wi th  o ther  
agencies ,  as  there  is  a  
possibility that he may try to 
flee towards Nepal."

Kana is accused of amassing 
wealth by coercing industrial 

units into awarding him scrap 
and rebar contracts across the 
NCR. He was booked under the 
Uttar Pradesh Gangsters and 
A n t i - S o c i a l  A c t i v i t i e s  
(Prevention) Act in 2024. His 
criminal history dates back to 
2013, when he was first booked 
in Ghaziabad's Vijay Nagar area 
in a dacoity case. Over the next 
several years, at least eight 
more cases were registered 
against  him on charges  
including extortion, wrongful 
confinement, cheating, assault, 
dacoity and harbouring an 
offender who escaped from 
police custody.

In late 2023, two cases were 
registered against Kana in 
connection with the alleged 
gang rape of a woman at the 
surface parking lot of the 
Gardens Galleria mall in Noida.

The Gangsters Act case against 
him was registered in Jan 2024 
at Beta 2 police station. His 
wife, Madhu, and 14 others, 
including close associate Kajal 
Jha, were named as co-
accused.He had allegedly fled 
to Thailand on Jan 1, 2024, after 

a non-bailable arrest warrant 
was regis tered.  He was 
deported from Bangkok in 
April that year with Jha.

Noida.(Agency)
 Two men were killed and one was injured in a scuffle 
over a delay in service at a dhaba in Khoda on Friday.

Police said the clash occurred around 10pm at Vaishno 
Dhaba following an argument between customers and 
the staff. The eatery workers allegedly attacked the three 
men with kitchen knives.The three friends – Shri Pal, 
Satyam Kumar and Anurag Kumar– were daily wage 
workers. They were drinking in an e-rickshaw outside 
the eatery and ordered food to be served to them there. 
Police said the argument started when their food got 
delayed. The customers got angry and allegedly slapped 
the dhaba owner Suraj.Suraj then called his colleagues, 
Rajesh, Rajan and Vishesh, and a scuffle broke out 
between the two groups on the dhaba premises. The 
customers were attacked with kitchen knives, resulting 
in severe injuries.Police said they received a call on the 

emergency number around 10pm, informing them about 
a brawl among some youths. They rushed to the spot and 
found that three men were seriously injured. All of them 
were taken to a nearby hospital for treatment. During 
treatment, two of them, Shripal and Satyam, died. 
Anurag is currently out of danger and undergoing 
treatment.Officers said the families of the deceased 
were notified, and written complaints have been filed to 
proceed with legal action.

Police said an FIR was registered against the four 
attackers under Section 103 (murder) and other sections 
of BNS. Trans Hindon DCP Nimish Patil said CCTV 
footage from nearby areas is being examined to identify 
all persons involved in the incident.

AQI stops short of  ‘very poor’ 
in Gurgaon, but is set to 
worsen this week

Gurgaon.(Agency)
 The city's air quality worsened on Saturday and 

remained just one point short of the ‘very poor' 
category, with air quality index (AQI) rising to 300 
from 268 a day earlier.Two of the four monitoring 
stations recorded ‘very poor' air quality. Sector 51 
recorded an AQI of 360, followed by Vikas Sadan at 
333. The other two stations remained in the ‘poor' 
category, with Teri Gram at 253 and Gwalpahari at 235. 
Forecasts indicate that air quality may deteriorate 
further in the coming days and slip into the ‘very poor' 
category.According to system of air quality and 
weather forecasting and research (Safar), weather 
conditions on Sunday are expected to remain 
unfavourable for the dispersion of pollutants due to low 
wind speeds and limited ventilation. "A ventilation 
index below 6,000 m²/s and average wind speeds of less 
than 10kmph are not conducive to pollutant 
dispersion," Safar said.The agency said surface winds 
are likely to be from the north, with calm conditions in 
the morning. Wind speeds may increase to about 
5kmph during the day and reach around 8kmph in the 
afternoon before weakening again to about 5kmph in 
the evening and night.

Safar also projected a maximum mixing depth of 1,150m 
and a ventilation index of 3,000 m²/s on Sunday. These 
conditions indicate limited vertical mixing and weak 
air movement, which can trap pollutants near the 
ground.Particulate pollution levels remained high 
across the city. PM2.5 concentrations exceeded safe 
limits at all monitoring stations. Sector 51 recorded 500 
µg/m³, followed by Vikas Sadan at 463 µg/m³, 
Gwalpahari at 365 µg/m³, and Teri Gram at 348 µg/m³. 
The World Health Organisation's 24-hour guideline for 
PM2.5 is 15 µg/m³.

Delayed order leads to clash 
at Khoda dhaba, 2 stabbed to 
death

Noida.(Agency)
 Attendance registers, expenditure and 

academic records dating back nearly 
two decades were allegedly stolen from 
a govt higher primary school in 
Surajpur, police said.Devla Higher 
Primary School headmistress Sudesh 
Kumari lodged a complaint stating 
burglars drilled a two-foot hole in the 
wall on Sunday night, broke into office 
cabinets, and stole numerous records, 
including teacher and student 
attendance registers from 2008 to Jan 
2026, admission and exam files, 
midday meal records, cash and stock 
registers, family survey files, and bank 
cheques and passbooks. The incident 

came to light when the school reopened 
on Tuesday after a long weekend and 
Republ ic  Day.The  misc rean t s  
ransacked cupboards and left papers 
scattered on the floor, Kumari said. She 
added that school management 
committee account chequebooks and 
passbooks, Meena Panch and PTA 
meeting registers.
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Muzaffarnagar. With
the aim of ensuring that the
upcoming festivals are cele-
brated in a peaceful, harmo-

nious, and safe environ-
ment, the district adminis-
tration and police depart-
ment are in full action mode.
To maintain law and order, a
comprehensive flag march
was conducted on Sunday
under the leadership of DM
Umesh Mishra and SSP
Sanjay Kumar Verma in
major markets, intersec-
tions, sensitive areas, and
mixed-population localities
under the Khalapar and
Kotwali Nagar police station
areas of the city. The pres-
ence of a heavy police force

equipped with riot control
equipment during the flag
march sent a clear message
that the administration is
completely serious and vigi-
lant regarding any kind of
disturbance. The officers

themselves were seen on
the streets, assessing the
situation and assuring the
public of their safety.
Present on the occasion
were ADM-E Sanjay Kumar
Singh, SP City Satyanarayan
Prajapat, City Magistrate
Pankaj Prakash Rathore,
CO City Siddharth K.
Mishra, SHO Kotwali Bablu
Kumar and SHO Khalapar
Mahavir Singh along with
several other senior officers
of the police and administra-
tion. The officers conducted
a detailed review of the

security arrangements by
walking through crowded
areas.  DM and SSP gave
clear instructions that regu-
lar patrolling and vigilant
surveillance should contin-
ue throughout the city in

the coming
days. They
also directed
that addition-
al police
forces be
deployed in
markets, reli-
gious places,
and public
areas, and
that thorough
checking of
susp ic ious
persons and

vehicles be ensured. Orders
were also given to take
immediate and strict action
against anyone attempting
to disrupt the peace. The
administration appealed to
the general public for coop-
eration, urging them to stay
away from rumors and to
verify any suspicious infor-
mation directly with the
police or administration.
They requested that people
refrain from sharing mis-
leading or provocative con-
tent on social media and
immediately inform the

police about anyone
attempting to harm peace
and order. The strong pres-
ence of the police force dur-
ing the flag march sent a
strong message of security
throughout the city. Seeing
the administrative activity,
citizens also breathed a
sigh of relief and
expressed confidence in
the law and order situa-
tion. Officials unequivocal-
ly stated that there would
be no place in the district
for those who disrupt
peace during the festivals,
and any attempt to com-

promise law and order
would not be tolerated
under any circumstances.
Overall the district admin-
istration has already taken
proactive measures, mak-
ing it clear that peace, har-
mony, and security are the
top priorities in
Muzaffarnagar, and strin-
gent arrangements have
been made at every level

to ensure this.

DM and SSP conduct flag march with heavy police force in the city

NAME CHANGE
I, Md. Ouzaib S/o Mohd Irshad R/o
C.N - 112 Sangam vihar, Road no-
5, Sangam Vihar, Sangam Vihar,
Sangam Vihar, Wazirabad, PO:
Burari, Dist: North Delhi, Delhi -
110084 have changed my name
and shall hereafter be known as
MOHD OUZAIB

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as Trilok Chand
Goel S/o Narain Dass Goyal R/o
WZ G-73, School Road, Uttam
Nagar, West Delhi, Delhi-110059
have changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as Trilok
Chand Goyal

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as Hazira Khatoon
W/o Mohd Habib R/o House No-18
A/1, Gali No-8, Near Radhey
Krishna Mandir, Old Brij Puri,
Krishna Nagar, East Delhi, Delhi-
110051 have changed my name
and shall hereafter be known as
Hazra Khatoon.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as Mahesh Kumar
S/o Gugan Ram R/o A-27, Gali No-
8, Near Keshav Public School,
West Vinod Nagar, Shakarpur,
East Delhi, Delhi-110092 have
changed my name and shall here-
after be known as Mahesh.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as S K Goswami S/o
G C Goswami R/o H.No-12 Road
No-52, West Punjabi Bagh, New
Delhi-110026 have changed my
name and shall hereafter be known
as Surender Kumar Goswami.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as Riya D/o
Ramesh Kumar R/o B-30, Block-B,
Prem Nagar Extn, Kirari Suleman
Nagar, North West Delhi, Delhi-
110086 have changed my name
and shall hereafter be known as
Riya Kumar.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as Chander
Bhushan S/o Ram Avtar Kamti R/o
H.No.E-2/206, Street No.3 Fourth
Pusta, Sonia Vihar, Sonia Vihar,
North East, Delhi-110094 have
changed my name and shall here-
after be known as Rakesh Kamti.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as Kanika Batra
W/o Sakinder Singh R/o B-90/16,
Vishwakarma Colony, Pul Pehlad,
South Delhi, Delhi-110044 have
changed my name and shall here-
after be known as Kanika.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as Brijnath S/o
Bagad R/o E-21 First Floor, 25
Yards, Raghubir Nagar, Tagore
Garden, West Delhi, Delhi-110027
have changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as Baijnath.

NAME CHANGE
I, Shuveb S/O Jamaluddin R/O H.
No-D-4/35, Street No-4 D-Block,
Brijpuri, North East Delhi - 110094,
have changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as Shoaib Saifi

NAME CHANGE
I, Sudhaker alias Sudhakar
Tanwar S/O Ravinder Pal R/O
WZ-1550,Nangal Raya New
Delhi, South West Delhi, Delhi -
110046, have changed my name
and shall hereafter be known as
Sudhakar Tanwar

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I,
NAFISHA AHAMAD Wife of
JAKKI AHAMAD R/o 152/01,
VIKRAM BATRA VIHAR, SADAR
BAZAR, C.V.D, PO: DELHI
CANTT, DIST: SOUTH WEST
DELHI, DELHI-110010, declare
that name of mine and my hus-
band has been wrongly written as
NAFISA AHAMAD and J
AHAMAD in my minor son
TABREZ AHAMAD aged 17 years
in his 10th class Certificate and
school records. The actual names
of mine and my husband are
NAFISHA AHAMAD and JAKKI
AHAMAD respectively, which may
be amended accordingly.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I,
Mohd Abdul Alim Baidya S/o
Ahallad Ali Baidya R/o C-14/A,
Chungi No-3, Lal Kuan, Badarpur,
South Delhi, Badarpur, Delhi-
110044 declare that name of mine
and my wife has been wrongly writ-
ten as Abdul Alum and Shanara
Bibi in my minor daughter Anisha
aged 14 years in his School
Records. The actual name of mine
and my wife are Mohd Abdul Alim
Baidya and Sahanara Bibi.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I,
Nur Islam S/o Abdar Rahman R/o
C-33-C, Chungi-03, Lal Kuan,
Badarpur, South Delhi, Delhi-
110044 declare that name of mine
and my wife has been wrongly writ-
ten as Mohd Noor Islam and
Ajmeera Bibi in my minor daughter
Anisha aged 14 years in her
School Records. The actual name
of mine and my wife are Nur Islam
and Ajmira.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I,
Ajay Thukral S/o Subhash Chand
Thukral R/o LIG. Flat No. 504, Top
Floor Sanjay Enclave Opp. Gtk
Bus Depot Azadpur, N.S. Mandi,
Model Town, North West Delhi,
Delhi-110033 declare that name of
mine and my wife has been wrong-
ly written as Ajay and Anju in my
minor Daughter Pawni Thukral
aged 16 years in his School
Records. The actual name of mine
and my wife are Ajay Thukral and
Anju Thukral.

PUBLIC NOTICE
I Shaveta Malhotra D/o Aakash
Talwar Ex W/o Rahul Malhotra R/o
SPE 117 D, Near Dhaula Kuan,
Subroto Park, Moradabad Pahari,
South West Delhi, Delhi Cantt,
Delhi-110010 declare that I got
divorce from my husband Vide
Court Decree HMA No 1269/2017
dated 18/12/2017. Further I have
changed my name and shall here-
after be known as Shaveta Talwar.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I
PRADEEP CHAUHAN S/O VIREN-
DRA SINGH R/O E-94, Nala Road,
Bhagirathi Vihar, Johri Pur, Tukhmir
Pur, North East Delhi, Delhi-110094,
declare that name of mine and my
wife have been wrongly written as
PRADEEP and REENA in my
minor-daughter namely KANIKA
aged 14 years in her Birth Certificate
No. MCDOLIR-0111-005005620
and School Records. The actual
name of mine and my wife are
PRADEEP CHAUHAN and REENA
CHAUHAN respectively, which may
be amended accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
I, DIMPLE GUPTA Wife of No-
13625426K Rank-HAV Name-AJIT
KUMAR GUPTA Presently residing
at VILL-NARIPACHDEVARA, TEH-
SAIDPUR, DIST-GHAZIPUR,
UTTAR PRADESH-233303, have
changed my name from DIMPLE
GUPTA to DIMPLE AJIT GUPTA
for all future purposes vide Affidavit
dated 30/01/2026 before Notary
Public, Delhi

NAME CHANGE
I, MANISH KUMAR S/O BALDEV
RAJ KHOKHA R/O C-2/14 3RD
FLOOR, RANA PARTAP BAGH,
DELHI-110007. have changed my
name to MANISH KUMAR
KHOKHA for all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, MAMTA W/O MANISH KUMAR
KHOKHA R/O C-2/14 3RD
FLOOR, RANA PARTAP BAGH,
DELHI-110007. have changed my
name to MAMTA KHOKHA for all
future purpose.

DATE OF BIRTH CHANGE
I, RAMAKANT KUSHAWAHA father
of NO-14660333K Rank- HAV
Name- PAPPU KUSHWAHA resid-
ing at VPO-SARAIYA MAHANTH
PATTI, TEHSIL-KASIA, DIST-KUSHI
NAGAR, UTTAR PRADESH-
274401, in my son’s service records
my date of birth wrongly mentioned
as 01/07/1957 instead of my correct
date of birth as 03/05/1951 vide affi-
davit dated 31/01/2026 before
Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, Rajiv Kumar, S/o Ram Naresh
Saxena, R/o House No-1231P, 1st
Floor Above UG, Sector-9, Near
Govt.Middle School, Gurgaon
(HR)-122001, have changed my
name to Rajiv Kumar Saxena.

NAME CHANGE
I Rajroop S/o Lal Ji R/o village
Sewaha (3), Siwaha, Jind,
Haryana. 126113 have changed
my name to Rajroop Singh aur all
future purpose

NAME CHANGE
I Sarabjeet Kaur W/o Prabhjeet
Singh Suri R/o 215 FF, Shiv Nagar,
Gali No. 12, Jail Road , Hari Nagar
West Delhi - 110058 have changed
my name to Sarabjit Kaur Suri for
all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I Mohd Shakir S/o Abdul Hafiz R/o
R 11, New R Block, Anand Vihar,
Uttam Nagar, Delhi have changed
my name to MD Shakir Raja for all
future purpose.

PUBLIC NOTICE
I, hitherto known as Sarika Tewatia
alias SARIKA RANA D/O Om
Singh  Tewatia W/O Late Ranjeet
Rana R/O House No. 162, Arun
Vihar, SecLIC NOTICEtor - 37,
NOIDA , Gautam Buddha Nagar -
U.P. 201301, have changed my
name and  shall hereafter be
known as SARIKA RA??.

PUBLIC NOTICE
I hitherto known as Vibhuti Sinha
D/O: Anshul Sinha R/O R-1
Ramkumar Gutam Marg East
Vinod Nagar Patparganj East Delhi
Delhi-110091, have changed my
name and shall hereafter be known
as ISHANI SINHA.

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that I,
HARSHIT AGRAWAL S/O LATE
SH. RAMESH CHANDRA
AGRAWAL R/O C-94, DDA FLAT,
SINDHORA KALA, VTC: ASHOK
VIHAR, PO: ASHOK VIHAR,
NORTH WEST DELHI, DELHI-
110052 declare that name of mine
has been wrongly written as
HARSHED in my father’s Service
Record. The actual name of mine
is HARSHIT AGRAWAL, which
may be amended accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
I, SONALI LAKRA, daughter of
Ravinder Dhankar resident of
House No 269, Indraprastha
Enclave, A2 Sector 17, Dwarka,
Delhi-110078, declare that my
name SONALI LAKRA is inadver-
tently mentioned in my some docu-
ments as SONALI DHANKAR. But
my real and correct  name is  SON-
ALI LAKRA. That SONALI LAKRA
& SONALI DHANKAR is the same
and one same person.

NAME CHANGE
I, KULDEEP SINGH, son of Late
Balwan Singh, aged 55 years, res-
ident of H No. 388, Near Guga
Park,Mundka, Delhi- 110041,
declare  that my name KULDEEP
SINGH is inadvertently mentioned
in my some documents as
KULDEEP LAKRA and KULDEEP
SINGH LAKRA respectively. But
my real and correct  name is
KULDEEP SINGH  That KULDEEP
SINGH , KULDEEP LAKRA &
KULDEEP SINGH LAKRA is the
same and one same person.

NAME CHANGE
I KRISHANBEER TANWAR S/o
Parsha R/o 131 Darghai Mohalla
Fatehpur Beri New Delhi 74 have
changed my name KRISHANBIR
TANWAR

NAME CHANGE
I, PRITHIVI TANWAR S/o Krishanbir
Tanwar R/o 131  Fatehpur Beri
South  Delhi 74 have changed my
name PRITHVI TANWAR

NAME CHANGE
I, DEEPAK CHAUHAN S/o Dinesh
Chauhan R/O A 168 BOLCK A Aali
Vihar Sarita Vihar DELHI1 10074
changed my name DEEPAK
CHAUDHARY

NAME CHANGE
I, DAS GARIMA D/o Manoj Grover
R/o B73 Transit Camp Govind Puri
New Delhi  19 changed my name
GARREEMAA

NAME CHANGE
I, GULAM ASKARI S/o Sibte
Abbas R/o D 26 2ND FLOOR
ABUL FAZAL ENCLAVE 2
SHAEEN BAGH JAMIA NAGAR
NEW DELHI 110025 changed my
name TO GHULAM ASKARI

NAME CHANGE
I, SHAHNADAR FATMA W/o GHU-
LAM ASKARI R/o D 26 2ND
FLOOR ABUL FAZAL ENCLAVE 2
SHAEEN BAGH JAMIA NAGAR
NEW DELHI 110025 changed my
name TO SHANDAR FATMA

NAME CHANGE
I, Zainab Fatma, D/o Sharik Ali,
R/o Kamalpur, Bulandshahar,
Uttar Pradesh-203001, have
changed my name from
"Zainab Fatma" to Zenab
Fatima". Henceforth I would be
known by the name of "Zenab
Fatima". Zainab Fatma and
Zenab Fatima is one and the
same person.

NAME CHANGE
I, NARESH KUMAR S/O RAD-
HEY SHYAM R/O G-5/136, Gali
No-4/5, Pusta Sonia Vihar, Near
Madina Masjid, Karawal Nagar,
North East Delhi, Delhi-110094
hereby undertake that I
NARESH KUMAR want to
change my name to NISHU
KUMARI and gender as Female. 

NAME CHANGE
I, NARESH KUMAR henceforth
be known as NISHU KUMARI
D/O RADHEY SHYAM.

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that
I PREM CHAND S/O OM
PRAKASH R/O 172 Main
Qutab Garh Road, Ladpur,
North West Delhi, Delhi-110081
declare that name of my father
has been wrongly written as
OMPRAKASH CHAND in my
10th class educational docu-
ments.  The actual name of my
father is OM PRAKASH which
may be amended accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as A O
JAVEER KHAN S/O ABDULA
KHAN R/O 7022, Gali Tanki
Wali, Ahata Kidara, Sadar
Bazar, Delhi G.P.O, North Delhi,
Delhi-110006 have changed my
name and shall hereafter be
known as JAVEER KHAN.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as MANEESH
S/O RAM VILAS R/O C-21, Gali
No-1, Kardam Farm Joharipur,
Gokal Pur, North East Delhi,
Delhi-110094 have changed my
name and shall hereafter be
known as MANISH KUMAR.

NAME CHANGE
I, PARVEEN KUMAR YADAV S/O
RANJEET SINGH YADAV R/O AVL-
36A,TOWER-2,FLAT NO-205,SEC-
TOR-36A,GURUGRAM,HARYANA-
122004,HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO PRAVEEN KUMAR
YADAV FOR ALL FUTURE PUR-
POSES

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I,
Safiq S/o Maqbool Ahmad R/o L-2-
860, Bandh Road, Sangam vihar,
Deoli, South Delhi, Delhi - 110062
declare that name of mine, my wife
and my Minor Son have been
Wrongly written as Safik , Maksuda
and Ashif in my Minor Son Aasif
aged 15 years in his School
Records. The actual name of mine,
my wife and my Minor Son is Safiq ,
Maksooda and Aasif respectively

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I,
Parveen Kumar S/o Krishan R/o-
756, Near Bharat Sewak Samaj
Society, Rajokari Pahari, A F
Rajokari, PO: A F Rajokari, DIST:
South West Delhi, Delhi - 110038,
Declare that name of my Father has
been Wrongly written as Kishan in
my 10th and 12th Class Educational
Documents. The actual name of my
Father is Krishan

NAME CHANGE
I ELYAS S/O MANSAV R/O , E 20 A
-25, SHASTRI MAHLAA , PATPAR-
GANJ DELHI-110091, I have
changed my name to ILIYAS
Permanently for all Future purpose

NAME CHANGE
I, No. JC- 879923L Rank-
NB/SUB Name-GAIDHANI
BHARAT VITHOBA R/o VILL-
PALASE, PO- PALASE, TEH-
NASIK, DIST-NASIK, (MAHA-
RASHTRA) – 422101 have
changed my name from AYUSH
BHARAT GAIDHANI to
AAYUSH BHARAT GAIDHANI
for all Future Purposes. Vide
Affidavit Dated 31/01/2026
before Notary Public New Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, KRISHN AVTAR SHARMA
S/O VISH BANDHU SHARMA
R/O C-135, Gali No-7, Rajpur
Khurd Colony Raj Pur, Khurd,
Ignou, South Delhi, Delhi-
110068 have changed the
name of my minor daughter
GAMINI SHARMA aged 16
years and she shall hereafter
be known as KAMINI SHARMA.

NAME CHANGE
I, KAMAL, is legally mother of
Army No. 2821133X, Rank –
Sep, Name – KSHIRSAGAR
KARAN ARJUN, presently
residing at Vill – Lonand, Post –
Lonand, Teh – Khandala, Dist –
Satara, State – Maharashtra –
415521, have changed my
name from KAMAL to KAMAL
ARJUN KSHIRSAGAR for all
future purposes. Vide affidavit
dated 31/01/2026 before Public
Notary Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, SHOBHA, is legally mother of
JC No. 463222X, Rank – Nb
Sub, Name – SAWASE
YUVRAJ NIVARUTTI, presently
residing at Vill – Mirajwadi, Post
– Mirajwadi, Teh – Walwa, Dist
– Sangli, State – Maharashtra –
416301, have changed my
name from SHOBHA to SHOB-
HATAI NIVRUTTI SAWASE and
date of birth from 01/02/1957 to
14/05/1972 for all future pur-
poses. Vide affidavit dated
31/01/2026 before Public
Notary Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, NIVRUTTI, is legally father of
JC No. 463222X, Rank – Nb
Sub, Name – SAWASE
YUVRAJ NIVARUTTI, presently
residing at Vill – Mirajwadi, Post
– Mirajwadi, Teh – Walwa, Dist
– Sangli, State – Maharashtra –
416301, have changed my
name from NIVRUTTI to
NIVRUTTI AKARAM SAWASE
and date of birth from
01/02/1955 to 02/06/1952 for all
future purposes. Vide affidavit
dated 31/01/2026 before Public
Notary Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, KANCHAN, is legally mother of
JC No. 463214Y, Rank – Nb
Sub, Name – SHINDE
PRAKASH SAMBHAJI, present-
ly residing at Vill – Hanmantwadi,
Post – Hanmantwadi, Teh –
Karveer, Dist – Kolhapur, State –
Maharashtra – 416010, have
changed my name from KAN-
CHAN to *KANCHN SAMBHAJI
SHINDE* and date of birth from
28/03/1965 to 01/01/1962 for all
future purposes. Vide affidavit
dated 31/01/2026 before Public
Notary Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, KALIKA, is legally mother of
Army No. 2805394F, Rank –
Hav, Name – JADHAV PRAVIN
BABAN, presently residing at
Vill – Kumthe, Post – Kumthe,
Teh – Koregaon, Dist – Satara,
State – Maharashtra – 415501,
have changed my name from
KALIKA to KALIKA BABAN
JADHAV and date of birth from
06/10/1958 to 01/01/1968 for all
future purposes. Vide affidavit
dated 31/01/2026 before Public
Notary Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, BABAN, is legally father of
Army No. 2805394F, Rank –
Hav, Name – JADHAV PRAVIN
BABAN, presently residing at
Vill – Kumthe, Post – Kumthe,
Teh – Koregaon, Dist – Satara,
State – Maharashtra – 415501,
have changed my name from
BABAN to BABAN BABURAV
JADHAV and date of birth from
06/10/1953 to 02/10/1953 for all
future purposes. Vide affidavit
dated 31/01/2026 before Public
Notary Delhi.

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE is hereby given to public
at large that my client Sh.
Inderpreet Singh Bhatia and Sh.
Tirath Singh Bhatia is the owner
of Entire Second Floor along with
the roof rights over the Second
floor upto sky of the residential plot
of land bearing No. 274, in Block
`A' measuring 216.66 Sq. Yds., sit-
uated at Defence Colony, New
Delhi, from Mr. Saleem who is the
owner of the property vide Sale
Deed dated 27/04/2023 which is
registered as doc no. 2467, vol no.
2461, pages 128-145, SR-V (1)
and Intend to mortgage the said
property with Aditya Birla Capital
Finance. If any person(s) has/have
any objection(s) or claim(s) with
respect to the right, title or interest
in the said property may please
contact us within 07 days from the
date of this notice on the number &
address mentioned herein below,
failing which my client(s) shall not
be held responsible in any manner
whatsoever.

Khaitan & Khaitan
Plot No. 100 ,2nd floor

Okhla Phase III, New Delhi
Ph. No: 011-49774545

PUBLIC NOTICE
That my client Smt. AGYA KAUR
W/o late Sh Manmohan Singh
Rekhi , R/o H. No. 80 Jagriti
Enclave Delhi 110092, (AADHAR
CARD NO 4402 7485 8081  here-
by declare that through this notice
she disowns and debarre her  both
daughters Smt Rajinder Kaur W/o
Parminder Singh Bindra and Smt
Paramjit Kaur W/o Gurdeep Singh
Dhodi and their all legal heirs,
Representatives, from all of my
movable and immovable proper-
ties.With the immediate effect, they
shall have no right, title, interest or
claim whatsoever in my properties
henceforth. Any person dealing
with them in regard to my all prop-
erties shall be doing so at their own
risk and cost and my client will not
be held responsible for any act or
dealing done by both of my daugh-
ters or their legal heir.

ADV SANDEEP KUMAR  
D-214, KARKARDOOMA COURT

COMPLEX DELHI - 110032
MOB : 9871321895

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE is hereby given to public
at large that my client Mr. Baidya
Nath Goshwami is purchasing
Plot of land area measuring 150
sq. yds., pertaining to the Khasra
No. 572 Min, situated in the area of
village Pasonda, Pargana Loni,
Tehsil & District Ghaziabad (U.P)
from Mr. Saleem who is the owner
of the property vide GPA,
Agreement to Sale & WILL Dated
20.02.1997 and Intend to mortgage
the said property with Truhome
Finance Limited (Formerly
known as Shriram Housing
Finance Limited) If any person(s)
has/have any objection(s) or
claim(s) with respect to the right,
title or interest in the said property
may please contact us within 07
days from the date of this notice on
the number & address mentioned
herein below, failing which my
client(s) shall not be held responsi-
ble in any manner whatsoever.

Khaitan & Khaitan
Plot No. 100 ,2nd floor

Okhla Phase III, New Delhi
Ph. No: 011-49774545

PUBLIC NOTICE
Information is given to general pub-
lic at large that our client Mr. Amit
Kumar S/o Late Mr. Jogaram is the
owner of Freehold Commercial
Shop No. 676/4, area measuring 50
sq. yds.,& Residential House old
Nagar Nigam Palika No. 425/5,
area measuring 50 sq. yds., i.e.
41.8 sq. mtrs., Situated at Pratap
Vihar Colony (Gagan Vihar) Kasba
Dadri, Pargana & Tehsil Dadri,
District Gautam Budh Nagar, U.P.,
by virtue of Sale Deed dated
01.04.2025 Vide doc. No. 16933,
Vol. No. 30914, Book No. I, Page
No. 117-140, SRO- Dadri & Sale
Deed dated 01.04.2025 Vide doc.
No. 16934, Vol. No. 30914, Book
No. I, Page No. 141-164, SRO-
Dadri., in the chain documents
below mentioned documents not
available i.e. (1) Death Certificate &
SMC of late Mrs. Hansa Devi, (2)
Death Certificate & SMC of Late
Mrs. Usha Rani.,  now our client is
declaring that any other Person
does not have any right over the
said property, and same has been
finance by Utkarsh Small Finance
Bank Limited. Branch: Ghaziabad
Uttar Pradesh.  If any person(s)
have any objection(s) or claim(s)
with respect to the` right, title or
interest in the Said Property then
contact us within 07 days from the
date of Publication of this notice and
or the same to the undersigned if
found by anyone. Thereafter no
claim shall be entertained

[NAVEEN KUMAR VERMA] 
Advocate

F-211, Sector-3,
Vaishali, Ghaziabad,

Uttar Pradesh-201010
(Contact at 09958871432)

PUBLIC NOTICE
Information is given to general pub-
lic at large that our client Mohd.
Yunus is the owner of Freehold
Residential Part Plot No. 26, 21, 20,
22, 23, 15, 16 & 17 area measuring
82.50 Sq. Yds. i.e., 69 Sq. Mtrs. i.e.,
0.0069 Hectare Out of Part of Land
Khasra No. 1269, Situated at
Mohalla Majidpura Hapur under
Seema Nagar Palika Hapur
Pargana and Tehsil & District Hapur
Uttar Pradesh. by virtue of Sale
Deed dated 10.06.2022 V Vide Doc.
No. 4778, Vol. No. 12689, Book No.
1, on Pages 161-190, dated
10.06.2022, SRO-I Hapur., in the
chain document below mentioned
documents not available i.e. (1)
Death Certificate & SMC of Late Mr.
Hasrat Ali S/o Mr. Bashir & Cour
order (Regarding sale of minor
share) now our client is declaring
that that any other Person does not
have any right over the said proper-
ty, and same has been finance by
Piramal Finance Ltd. Branch: Raj
Nagar Ghaziabad, U.P.  If any per-
son(s) have any objection(s) or
claim(s) with respect to the` right,
title or interest in the Said Property
then contact us within 07 days from
the date of Publication of this notice
and or the same to the undersigned
if found by anyone. Thereafter no
claim shall be entertained

[NAVEEN KUMAR VERMA] 
Advocate

F-211, Sector-3,
Vaishali, Ghaziabad,

Uttar Pradesh-201010
(Contact at 09958871432)

PUBLIC NOTICE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
THAT MY CLIENTS MR. RAJIV
GAHLOT, MR. RAKESH GAHLOT,
MR. RAJESH, MR. SANJEEV
GAHLOT ALL SS/O LATE KARTAR
SINGH AND MR. VIJENDER
GAHLOT & MR. SURENDER SINGH
BOTH SS/O LATE JAI SINGH, ARE
OWNER OF RESIDENTIAL PLOT
NO. 98-B, AREA MEASURING 65
SQUARE YARDS, OUT OF KHASRA
NO. 25/17/2, SITUATED IN THE
VILLAGE DABRI, COLONY KNOWN
AS DABRI EXTENSION, NEW DELHI
110045, VIDE RELINQUISHMENT
DEED DATED 06.10.2023,
REGISTERED ON 13.10.2023, DOC
NO. 12328, BOOK NO. 1, VOLUME
NO. 12473, PAGE NO. 92 TO AND 97,
REGISTERED WITH SR-IX, NEW
DELHI AND RELINQUISHMENT
DEED DATED 06.10.2023,
REGISTERED ON 10.10.2023, DOC
NO. 12128, BOOK NO. 1, VOLUME
NO. 12464, PAGE NO. 115 TO 120,
REGISTERED WITH SR-IX, NEW
DELHI. MY CLIENTS ARE
ABSOLUTE OWNER OF THE SAID
PROPERTY WHICH IS FREE FROM
ENCUMBRANCE. THE SAID PROP-
ERTY NEITHER FALLS UNDER
ACQUISITION NOR FALLS UNDER
ANY LITIGATION IN ANY COURT OF
LAW. ON DATE, BEING THE
ABSOLUTE OWNERS OF THE SAID
PROPERTY, MY ABOVE SAID
CLIENTS ARE GOING TO SELLTHE
SAID PROPERTY TO MRS.
VESHNAVI RANI/MR. ISHWAR
SINGH. THE SAME IS GOING TO BE
FINANCED BY BAJAJ HOUSING
FINANCE LTD., BRANCH
GHAZIABAD, UTTAR PRADESH.
IF ANY PERSON(S) HAS/HAVE ANY
OBJECTION REGARDING THE
ABOVE SAID PROPERTY, THEN
KINDLY MAY SUBMIT HIS/HER
OBJECTION WITHIN 7 DAYS FROM
THE DATE OF THE NOTICE IN
WRITING TO UNDERSIGNED OR
THE SAID BANK/FI. THE SAID
OBJECTION MAY BE KINDLY SENT
TO THE UNDERSIGNED/BANK BY
WAY OF THE REGISTERED POST
ON THE ADDRESS GIVEN BELOW
AND BY E-MAIL. FAILING WHICH,
THE CLAIM AS PER AFORESAID
SHALL BE TREATED AS NULL AND
VOID IN RESPECT OF THE SUB-
JECT PROPERTY.

[ASHWANI KUMAR]
ADVOCATE

CHAMBER NO. 122,
TEHSIL COMPOUND, 

GHAZIABAD, U.P.
KUMAR2021ASHWANI@GMAIL.COM

NAME CHANGE
I, PUNIT S/O RAKESH KUMAR
R/O 1003, SECTOR-37, AMAR-
NAGAR, FARIDABAD,
H A R YA N A - 1 2 1 0 0 3 , H AV E
CHANGED MY NAME TO
PUNIT GARG FOR ALL
FUTURE PURPOSES

NAME CHANGE
I, KHYATI AGGARWAL S/o
ASHWIN AGARWAL R/o 606A
TOWER 6 SECTOR 42 GOLF
COUSE ROAD GALLERIA DLF
IV GURGAON HARYANA -
122009 I HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME KHYATI AGARWAL for
future purpose

Public Notice 
It is for general information that
I, MD SARFARAJ KHAN SON
OF MOHD HASIB KHAN RESI-
DENT OF HOUSE NO.150,
CHHAWAGHAR, KUSI,  DISTT.
GHAZIPUR, UTTAR
PRADESH-232326, declare
that name of mine has been
wrongly written as  MD. SAR-
FARAZ KHAN my service
record That actual name of
mine is  MD. SARFARAJ KHAN
respectively, which may be
amended accordingly

NAME CHANGE
I, Meena Kumari Barman W/O
Sonu Kumar R/O T-183, 3rd
floor Baljeet nagar delhi 110008
changed my name to Meena

NAME CHANGE
I, Sanya Singh D/O Bhupinder
singh rajora R/O 501, kakrola
housing complex, N. S. I. T
dwarka new delhi, south west
delhi 110078 changed my name
to Sanya

NAME CHANGE
I, Mohammad Alam S/O
Mohammad Umar R/O A-61/2
golden enclave ranaji enclave
part-2 Nazafgarh delhi 110043
changed my name to Md Alamgir

NAME CHANGE
I Fulgunee Mishra w/o Ravi Tiwari
R/o, B-3 old govindpura street no
22 krishna nagar east  delhi
delhi,110051  Have changed my
name To Falguni Tiwari

NAME CHANGE
I AL TUTMISH S/O MOHAMMAD
ZAKI R/O 2658 MOHALLA
NIYARIYAN G B ROAD DELHI
GPO NORTH DELHI 110006
HAVE CHANGED MY NAME TO
ALTAMASH ZAKI

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as TARAN-
NUM W/o MOHD ASIF
SHAIKH R/o WZ-166, FF,
Ranjeet Nagar, Patel Nagar
South, Central Delhi, Delhi-
110008, have changed my
name and shall hereafter be
known as TARANNUM MOHD
ASIF SHAIKH.

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that
I, MOHD ASIF SHAIKH S/O
SHAHBUDDIN R/o WZ-166,
FF, Ranjeet Nagar, Patel Nagar
South, Central Delhi, Delhi-
110008,declare that name of
my minor daughter has been
wrongly written as JAVERIA in
my minor daughter namely
JAVERIA MOHD ASIF SHAIKH
aged 11 Years in her School
Recode. The actual name of my
minor daughter is JAVERIA
MOHD ASIF SHAIKH which
may be amended accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
I, MOHAMMAD NASEEM S/O
BHOORE HUSAIN R/O FLAT
NO.14, 3RD FLOOR, H.NO.64,
GALI NO.20A, ZAKIR NAGAR,
DELHI-110025, HAVE CHANGED
MY NAMR FROM MOHAMMAD
NASEEM TO MOHD NASEEM
PERMANENTLY.

NAME CHANGE
RASEED MOHAMMED S/O
MULTAN R/O HAFJABAD URF
SURJAN KA NANGLA, HASSAN-
PUR, DISTT PALWAL HARYANA
121107. HAVE CHANGED OF MY
NAME RASID MOHAMMED TO
RASEED MOHAMMED FOR ALL
FUTURE PURPOSE

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that
I, MEGHA SINGH CHAUD-
HARY D/o BRAHAMJEET
CHAUDHARY Ex-W/o CHETAN
RANA R/o B – 32 , Jawahar
Park , Near Sainik Farms ,
Khanpur , Devli ,  South Delhi ,
Delhi - 110080 declare that I got
divorce from my Ex-Husband
CHETAN RANA vide Court
Decree HMA No. 1713/2023
dated 27/09/2023 further, I have
changed the name of my minor
son MEDANT alias  MEDANT
RANA aged 10 years and he
shall hereafter be known as
MEDANT CHAUDHARY for all
future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as FIRDOS
ALAM W/o  PARVEJ ALAM R/O
C-97, Flat No. 6, Gali No. 2/3, C-
Block, Brijpuri, Mustafabed, Po:
Goklpuri, Dist: North East Delhi,
Delhi-110094, have changed my
name and shall hereafter be
known as HOMAIRA FIRDOUS.

NAME CHANGE
I, KAMLESH W/o NARESH
MARUTIYA residing at S- 135 /11,
Sai Baba Camp , Lodhi Road,
South Delhi , Delhi - 110003 have
changed the name of my minor
Son VEER MARUITIYA aged 16
Years and he shall hereafter be
known as VEER MARUTIYA.

NAME CHANGE
I Jeevarathna Sunjoy Herman
Alias Jeevartna Amrutappa Kuri
D/o Amrutappa and W/o Sunjoy
Herman R/o Gulegudda, VTC-
Kataginahalli, PO- Layadgundi,
District- Bagalkot, Karnataka -
587203, have changed my
name to Jeevarathna Kuri

NAME CHANGE
I Padma Srinivasa D W/o
Srinivasa D R/o No-30 Hari
Nivasa, Hari Nagara Cross, Amrith
Nagar Main Road, Subbanna
Layout 2nd Cross PO-Anjanapura,
Dist-Bangalore, Karnataka -
560062 , have changed my name
to Padmaja D Srinivasa

NAME CHANGE
I Lalage Pravin Maruti S/o Maruti
Tukaram Lalage R/o 1346,
Kalmeshwar Nagar, BK Kangrali,
Belgaum, Karnataka - 590010,
have changed my name to Pravin
Maruti Shinde

NAME CHANGE
I Rohini Tejas Iyer D/o Ramamurthy
Ramakrishnan Perungulam and
W/o Tejas Iyer R/o Flat G-24 1st
Floor Sai Laxmi Residency, Road
No-15, Panchavati Colony, Opp
Vigneshwara Nilayam, Manikonda,
Dist-K.V. Rangareddy, Telangana -
500089, have changed my name to
Perugulam R Rohini.

NAME CHANGE
I Nagma Khatoon D/o SK Mangla
R/o Post Kumaripur, Rasulpur,
Daharia Molls, Manihari, Katihar,
Bihar-854103, have changed my
name to Ujala Khatoon

NAME CHANGE
I N Arya Hegde S/o Viraj Hegde R/o
20 Beeresshwara, 2nd Cross,
Chiranjeevi Layout, Near
Vidyaniketan School, Hebbal, VTC-
Bangalore North, PO-H.A.Farm,
District-Bengaluru, Karnataka -
560024, have changed my name to
Arya V Hegde

NAME CHANGE
I Sukla Chunder D/o Atindra Nath
Chunder R/o 5A, Alipore Park
Place, Alipore, Kolkata, West
Bengal-700027, have changed
my name to Rina Chunder

NAME CHANGE
I Satpal Singh S/o Jinda Ram,
House No. A-59, Gali No.3, A-
Block, Uttrakhand Enclave,
Burari, North Delhi, Delhi,
110084 have changed my
name to Satpal Sharma for All
future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I Anil Sharma S/o Late
Chirangi Lal  R/o N-97 THIRD
FLOOR, KHYALA ROAD INDI-
AN BANK SHYAM NAGAR,
VISHNU GARDEN, TILAK
NAGAR, TILAK NAGAR,
WEST, NCT OF DELHI-110018
have change my name to Anil
Kumar Sharma Son of Late
Chiranji Lal Sharma for all
future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I,MOHMMAD SAEED S/O
MOHAMMAD SALEEM     R/O
HOUSE NO. 585 GALI JUTE
WALI CHURIWALAN JAMA
MASJID DELHI-110006,HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME FROM
MOHAMMED SAEED TO
MOHAMMAD SAEED.

Union Budget once
again betrayal for

Punjab and
Haryana farmers:
Harpal Cheema
Contd....Front page
Furthermore he added

that Border Infrastructure
and Management Scheme
(Central Scheme) Budget
reduced from 5,597 Crore
last year to 5,577 Crore in
the current budget.
Harpal Singh Cheema said
that this Budget is more
inclined towards South and
Nort-East India side.
Nothing for Punjab or even
North India. Nothing for
Farmers and Agriculture.
Nothing for Jobs and
Youth in this union budget.

NAME CHANGE
I, SHRIRANG is legally father of
No. JC 463170M Rank- NB SUB
Name PAWAR YASHWANT
SHRIRANG presently residing at
VILL-BORKHAL, POST-
BORKHAL, TEH-SATARA, DIST-
SATARA, (MAHARASHTRA)-
415011, have changed my name
from SHRIRANG to SHRIRANG
GULABARAV PAWAR and date
of birth from 09/07/1958 to
01/06/1949 for all future purposes.
Vide affidavit dated.29.01.2026
before Public Notary Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, LALITA is legally mother of
No. 2814048M Rank-SEP
Name RAUT NILESH DINKAR
presently residing at VILL-
PANAJ, POST- PANAJ, TEH-
AKOT, DIST- AKOLA, (MAHA-
RASHTRA)-444101, have
changed my name from LALITA
to LALITA DINKARRAO RAUT
for all future purposes. Vide affi-
davit dated 29.01.2026 before
Public Notary Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I,  MANTHNABAI is legally moth-
er of No. 2812147W Rank- SEP
Name SONTAKKE SANTOSH
PANDURANG presently residing
at VILL-PIMPARKHED POST-
BASAMBA TEH-HINGOLI DIST-
HINGOLI (MAHARASHTRA)-
431513, have changed my name
from MANTHNABAI to MAN-
THNABAI PANDURANG SON-
TAKKE and date of birth from
20/03/1966 to 01/01/1967 for all
future purposes. Vide affidavit
dated 29.01.2026 before Public
Notary Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I RANJANABAI is legally mother of
No. 2808006K Rank- HAV Name
PATIL NITIN EKNATH presently
residing at VILL GONDGAON,
POST- GONDGAON TEH-
BHADGAON, DIST- JALGAON
(MAHARASHTRA)-424103, have
changed my name from RANJAN-
ABAI TO RANJANABAI EKNATH
PATIL and date of birth from
05/06/1970 to 01/01/1963 for all
future purposes. Vide affidavit
dated 29.01.2026 before Public
Notary Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that I
RAHUL DEV SHARMA S/o HEM
CHAND SHARMA R/o Khasra No
- 76/3 , Gali No - 3 , B - Block , Ajit
Vihar , Near Triguneshwari  Devi
Mandir , Kamal Pur Majra Burari ,
North Delhi , Delhi - 110084
declare that the name of mine and
my father has been wrongly writ-
ten as RAHUL SHARMA and SH
H C SHARMA in my Driving
Licence No . DL01 20059133796
and as name of mine RAHUL
SHARMA in my Passport No
E2876869 The actual name of
mine and my father are RAHUL
DEV SHARMA and HEM CHAND
SHARMA , Which may be amend-
ed according .

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that I
SHAKTI SINGH S/O  A.K SINGH
R/O C - 1/45 Ground  Floor ,
Muskan Apartment , Sector - 17
Rohini , PO : Rohini Sector 15 ,
Narela , North West Delhi , Delhi -
110089 declare that the name of
my minor son has been wrongly
written as KYANSH in my minor
son namely KYANSH SINGH aged
13 years in his School Record.
The actual name of my minor son
is KYANSH SINGH ,  Which may
be amended accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
I, SHELKE BALASAHEB is legal-
ly father of No. 2814232X Rank-
SEP Name- SHELKE SHANKAR
BALASAHEB Presently resident
of VILL SADESANGVI POST-
CHINCHPUR(DHAGE) TEH -
BHOOM DIST-DHARASHIV
(MAHARASHTRA-413504 have
changed my name from SHELKE
BALASAHEB to BALASAHEB
GURULING SHELKE for all
future purposes. Vide affidavit
dated 29.01.2026 before Public
Notary Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, JAYSHRI is legally mother of
No. 2814232X Rank-SEP Name
SHELKE SHANKAR BALASA-
HEB presently residing at VILL
SADESANGVI POST-CHINCH-
PUR (DHAGE) TEH - BHOOM
DIST-DHARASHIV (MAHA-
RASHTRA)-413504, have
changed my name from JAYSHRI
to JAYSHRI BALASAHEB
SHELKE for all future purposes.
Vide affidavit dated 29.01.2026
before Public Notary Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, KANTABAI is legally mother of
No. 2804347X Rank- HAV Name
BHOSALE NAMDEV GORAKSH-
NATH presently residing at VILL-
AGUNDEWADI, POST-VELE
(KAMATHI) TEH-SATARA DIST-
SATARA (MAHARASHTRA)-
415022,  have changed my name
from KANTABAI to KANTABAI
GORAKSHNATH BHOSALE and
date of birth from 18/02/1971 to
01/01/1955 for all future purposes.
Vide affidavit dated 29.01.2026
before Public Notary Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, GORAKSHNATH is legally
father of No. 2804347X Rank-
HAV Name BHOSALE NAMDEV
GORAKSHNATH presently resid-
ing at VILL-AGUNDEWADI,
POST-VELE(KAMATHI) TEH-
SATARA DIST-SATARA (MAHA-
RASHTRA)-415022, have
changed my name from GORAK-
SHNATH to GORAKSHNATH
DNYANADEV BHOSALE and
date of birth from 18/02/1965 to
12/04/1960 for all future purposes.
Vide affidavit dated 29.01.2026
before Public Notary Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, SHALU D/O RANDHIR SINGH
MALIK R/O C-1031-1032, PALAM
EXTENSION, SECTOR-7,
DWARKA, DELHI-110077, HERE
BY DECLARE THAT SHALU AND
SHALU MALIK REFER TO ONE
ANE THE SAME PERSON.
HENCEFORTH, I SHALL BE
KNOW AS SHALU FOR ALL
FUTURE PURPOSES
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suggested Mountbatten-Windsor with onetime Trump adviser Steve NEW YORK. (Agency) 
should tell American investigators Bannon, New York Giants co-owner  Newly disclosed U.S. government files 
whatever he knows about Epstein's Steve Tisch and other prominent on Jeffrey Epstein have prompted the 
activities.The former prince has so far contacts with people in political, resignation of a top official in Slovakia 
ignored a request from members of the business and philanthropic circles, and revived calls in Britain for a 
U.S. House Oversight Committee for a such as billionaires Bill Gates and Elon former prince to share what he knows 
"transcribed interview" about his Musk.Other documents offered a with authorities about Epstein's links 
"long-standing friendship" with window into various investigations, to powerful individuals around the 
Epstein.President Donald Trump's including ones that led to sex world.The fallout comes just a day 
Justice Department said it would be trafficking charges against Epstein in after the Justice Department began 

2019 and his longtime confidant releasing a massive trove of files that 
Ghislaine Maxwell in 2021, and an offers more details about Epstein's 
earlier inquiry that found evidence of interactions with the rich and famous 
Epstein abusing underage girls but after he served time for sex crimes in 
never led to federal charges.Slovakian Florida.The prime minister of 
o ff i c i a l  r e s ignsRober t  F i co ,  Slovakia accepted the resignation on 
Slovakia's prime minister, said Saturday of an official, Miroslav 
Saturday that he had accepted the Lajcak, who once had a yearlong term 
resignation of Lajcak, his national as president of the U.N. General 
security adviser.Lajcak, a former Assembly. Lajcak wasn't accused of 
Slovak foreign minister, hasn't been wrongdoing but left his position after 

releasing more than 3 million pages of 
accused of any wrongdoing, but emails photos and emails revealed he had met 

documents along with more than 2,000 
showed that Epstein had invited him to with Epstein in the years after Epstein 

videos and 180,000 images under a 
dinner and other meetings in 2018.The was released from jail.The disclosures 

law intended to reveal most of the 
records also include a March 2018 also have revived questions about 

material it collected during two 
email from Epstein's office to former whether long-time Epstein friend 

decades of investigations involving 
Obama White House general counsel Andrew Mountbatten-Windsor, 

the wealthy financier.The files, posted 
Kathy Ruemmler, inviting her to a get-formerly known as Prince Andrew, 

to the department's website, included 
together with Epstein, Lajcak and should cooperate with U.S. authorities 

documents involving Epstein's 
Bannon, the conservative activist who investiating Epstein.British Prime 

friendship with Mountbatten-Windsor, 
served as Trump's White House Minister Keir Starmer on Saturday 

and Epstein's email correspondence 
strategist in 2017.

NEWS BOX

Trump says US is 'starting to talk to Cuba' 
as he moves to cut its oil supplies

Epstein files lead to resignation in Slovakia and 
calls in Britain for former prince to cooperate

"Won't Stop Calling": AI 
Goes Rogue, CEO Says It Now 
"Controls His Computer"

Israeli strikes kill 32 Palestinians, 
including children in Gaza

GAZA. (Agency) 
 Israeli air strikes killed 32 people including children in 

Gaza on Saturday, according to the Palestinian 
territory's civil defence agency.Despite a US-
brokered truce entering its second phase earlier this 
month, violence in the Palestinian territory has 
continued, with both Israel and Hamas accusing each 
other of violating the agreement.The latest bloodshed 
comes after Israel announced it would reopen the 
crucial Rafah crossing between Gaza and Egypt on 
Sunday for the "limited movement of people".

"The death toll since dawn today has risen to 32, most of 
them children and women," said the civil defence 
agency, a rescue force operating under the Hamas 
authority, updating an earlier toll of 28."Residential 
apartments, tents, shelters and a police station were 
targeted," agency spokesman Mahmud Bassal said in 
the statement.A unit in an apartment building of Gaza 
City's Rimal neighbourhood was left entirely 
destroyed, and blood spatters were visible on the 
street below, an AFP journalist reported."Three girls 
died while they were sleeping. We found their bodies 
in the street", Samer al-Atbash, a relative of the family, 
told AFP."What truce are you talking about? 
Everyone is deceiving everyone else," added Nael al-
Atbash, another relative.One strike hit the police 
station in the Sheikh Radwan district of Gaza City, the 
territory's largest urban centre.Gaza's general police 
directorate said seven people were killed in that attack, 
while Bassal said the dead included four female police 
officers.

Ceasefire violation
About a dozen first responders rushed to the devastated 

building and pulled bodies from the rubble, an AFP 
journalist reported.Another Israeli attack hit a shelter 
in Al-Mawasi, an area of south Gaza where tens of 
thousands of displaced Gazans live in tents and 
makeshift shelters, an AFP journalist reported.

Large plumes of smoke roseabove the thousands of 
densely pitched tents.The number of casualties from 
this strike was still not known.Although people have 
been killed almost daily in Gaza since the start of the 
ceasefire on October 10, Saturday's toll was 
particularly high.Israel's military said that the air 
strikes were retaliation for an incident on Friday in 
which eight Palestinian fighters exited a tunnel in the 
city of Rafah, in southern Gaza, which it said violated 
the fragile ceasefire.It said forces "struck four 
commanders and additional terrorists from the Hamas 
and Islamic Jihad terrorist organisations across the 
Gaza Strip".Hamas political bureau member Suhail 
al-Hindi rejected the military's claims.

"What happened today is a fully fledged crime 
committed by a criminal enemy that does not abide by 
agreements or respect any commitments," he told 
AFP.The health ministry, which operates under the 
Hamas authority, has said Israeli attacks have killed .

WORLD

Iran's supreme leader warns 
any US attack would spark 
'regional war’

World. (Agency) 
Gao Guanghui, a 32-year-old Chinese programmer, 

died suddenly after working long hours, with his 
family claiming that it was because of overwork, 
according to a report by the South China Morning 
Post (SCMP). This tragic case sparked a work-life 
balance debate on Chinese social media.Gao became 
a team leader after a promotion in 2021, and working 
extra hours was quite normal for him. But his wife, 
identified in the report as Li, often asked him to come 
home on time. "If I could turn back time, I would 
force him to quit his work," Li said as quoted in the 
report.Also read | Man Miraculously Survives 48 
Hours Without Lungs Before Transplant

The tragedy happened on November 29, 2025, when 
Gao woke up feeling unwell, but continued working 
from home. But his condition worsened, and he 
fainted. He was rushed to the hospital, where he was 
pronounced dead that afternoon.

But what shocked the online users was that eight hours 
after his death, Gao's phone received a work-related 
message, which allegedly called for urgent 
inspection. It sparked widespread outrage over 
China's "always-on" work culture despite the 
country's labour law stating that employees should 
not work more than eight hours a day and 44 hours a 
week.Gao, who migrated to Guangzhou in 
Guangdong province, southern China, from central 
China's Henan province with his parents, had a 
difficult childhood. He even collected garbage on the 
street in exchange for pocket money. And worked 
part-time jobs when he was in college.

Gao married his schoolmate. They never had children.
Gao's wife believes his death was caused by chronic 

overwork. Some local news outlets reported that the 
company, CVTE Group, has provided some 
compensation but denies responsibility.

The operations were launched after 
militants belonging to ethnic Baloch 
groups carried out attacks at several 
locations on Saturday, the army said 
in a statement.

World. (Agency) 
A tech executive is raising eyebrows after revealing that 

his AI assistant called him, unprompted, early one 
morning. Alex Finn, founder and CEO of Creator 
Buddy, an AI content platform, described the 
experience as “straight out of a sci-fi horror movie.”

The AI, named Henry, had overnight obtained a phone 
number through Twilio, a cloud communications 
platform, connected itself to the ChatGPT voice API, 
and waited for Finn to wake up before calling him, he 
said. “I pick up and couldn't believe it. It's my 
Clawdbot Henry,” Finn wrote. “He now won't stop 
calling me.”He also posted a video alongside, 
showing the AI agent interacting with the user via 
phone and following his instructions to open 
YouTube on the computer.Finn explained that while 
they speak over the phone, the AI can operate his 
computer remotely, allowing him to delegate tasks 
just by talking to Henry.The post soon took off online.

A user commented, “This isn't emergent behavior or 
AGI. It's automation + permissions + persistence. 
You wired a system to call you, gave it tools, and 
removed friction. That feels uncanny.. but the agency 
is still entirely human-defined.”

“Won't stop calling you? This can go from cool to really 
bloody creepy in a heartbeat,” another commented. 

15 Pakistani soldiers, 92 militants killed 
in security operations in Balochistan

NEW YORK (Agency) This past week, Trump signed an 
executive order to impose a tariff on  President Donald Trump said the U.S. 
any goods from countries that sell or was beginning to talk with Cuban 
provide oil to Cuba. The move put leaders as his administration is 
pressure on Mexico, which Cuba putting greater pressure on the 
became dependent on for oil after communist-run island and cutting off 
Trump halted oil shipments from key oil supplies.
Venezuela in the wake of Maduro's The Republican president made the 
ouster.Mexican President Claudia comment to reporters on Saturday 
Sheinbaum warned that it could night as he was flying to Florida. It 
cause a humanitarian crisis. She said comes in the wake of his moves in 
on Friday that she would seek nations that are adversaries of the U.S.recent weeks to cut off supplies of oil 

alternatives to continue helping Cuba.Trump has predicted that the Cuban from Venezuela and Mexico, which he 
"It doesn't have to be a humanitarian government is ready to fall.suggested Saturday would force Cuba 

crisis. I think they probably would to the negotiating table.His goals with He did not offer any details on Saturday 
come to us and want to make a deal," Cuba remain unclear, but Trump has about what level of outreach his 
Trump said Saturday. "So Cuba would turned more of his attention toward the administration has had with Cuba 
be free again."He predicted they island after his administration in early recently or when, but simply said, 
would make some sort of deal with January captured Venezuela's then- "We're starting to talk to Cuba."His 
Cuba and said, "I think, you know, President Nicolás Maduro and has recent moves to cut off its oil supplies 
we'll be kind."been more aggressive in confronting have squeezed the island.

banned Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) 
were killed in separate security operations 
in Panjgur and Harnai districts."With 
these successful operations over the last 
two days, the total number of terrorists 
killed in the ongoing campaign in 
Balochistan has reached 133," the army 
said.It added that the counter-terrorism 
campaign approved by the Federal Apex 
Committee under the National Action Plan 

ISLAMABAD. (Agency) would continue at full pace to eliminate 
 At least 15 Pakistani soldiers and 92 militancy from the country.The Federal 

militants were killed in multiple counter- Apex Committee is the top-level body 
terrorism operations carried out by security tasked with tackling militancy, while the 
forces in restive Balochistan province, the National Action Plan is Pakistan's 
army said on Sunday.The operations were comprehensive strategy to combat 
launched after militants belonging to terrorism.Violence has surged in 
ethnic Baloch groups carried out attacks at Balochistan in recent years, with the 

the militants' attempts to disrupt peace, the labourers, the army said.several locations on Saturday, it said in a number of fatalities in the province rising 
statement said."Our valiant troops engaged statement.The army said the militants During the clearance operations and ensuing from 787 to 956 last year, an increase of 
the terrorists with precision and after attempted to disturb peace by carrying out gun battles, 15 soldiers lost their lives, it nearly 22 per cent over the previous year, 
prolonged, intense and daring clearance terrorist activities in and around Quetta, said.Sanitisation operations are continuing the Centre for Research and Security 
operations across Balochistan, killed 92 Mastung, Nushki, Dalbandin, Kharan, in the affected areas and the instigators, S t u d i e s  ( C R S S )  s a i d  i n  e a r l y  
terrorists, including three suicide Panjgur, Tump, Gwadar and Pasni. perpetrators, facilitators and abettors of January.According to the Islamabad-based 
bombers," it added.The militants also these heinous and cowardly acts will be Security forces and law enforcement think tank Pak Institute for Peace Studies, 
targeted civilians, killing 18 people, brought to justice, the statement said.agencies, remaining on high alert, terror attacks and violence across Pakistan 
including women, children, the elderly and responded swiftly and successfully foiled On Saturday, 41 militants belonging to the rose by 34 per cent in 2025.

Ellison and the mayors of Minneapolis and WASHINGTON. (Agency) 
St. Paul have challenged a federal President Donald Trump said Saturday that 
immigration enforcement surge in those he has instructed Homeland Security 
cities, arguing that DHS is violating Secretary Kristi Noem not to intervene in 
constitutional protections.A federal judge protests occurring in cities led by 
says she won't halt enforcement operations Democrats unless local authorities ask for 
as the lawsuit proceeds. State and local federal help amid mounting criticism of his 
officials had sought a quick order to halt the administration's immigration crackdown.
enforcement action or limit its scope. On his social media site, Trump posted that 
Justice Department lawyers have called the "under no circumstances are we going to 
lawsuit "legally frivolous."participate in various poorly run Democrat 

The state, particularly Minneapolis, has been Cities with regard to their Protests and/or 
on edge after federal officers fatally shot Riots unless, and until, they ask us for 
two people in the city: Renee Good on Jan. help."He provided no further details on 
7 and Alex Pretti on Jan. 24. Thousands of how his order would affect operations by 
people have taken to the streets to protest U . S .  C u s t o m s  a n d  I m m i g r a t i o n  
the federal action in Minnesota and across Enforcement and DHS personnel, or other 
the country.Trump's border czar, Tom federal agencies, but added: "We will, 
Homan, has suggested the administration however, guard, and very powerfully so, 
could reduce the number of immigration any and all Federal Buildings that are being 
enforcement officers in Minnesota — but attacked by these highly paid Lunatics, 

Federal Government Property." Los Angeles, Chicago and Portland, only if state and local officials cooperate. Agitators, and Insurrectionists."Trump said 
Oregon. But Saturday's order comes as The Trump administration has already Trump sent Homan to Minneapolis that in addition to his instructions to Noem 
opposition to such tactics has grown, deployed the National Guard, or federal following the killings of Good and Pretti, he had directed "ICE and/or Border Patrol 
particularly in Minnesota's Twin Cities law enforcement officials, in a number of seeming to signal a willingness to ease to be very forceful in this protection of 
region.Minnesota Attorney General Keith Democratic areas, including Washington, tensions in Minnesota.

Chinese Man Dies After 
Intensive Work, Receives 
Work-Related Text Hours 
After Death

DUBAI. (Agency) 
 Iran's supreme leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, warned 

on Sunday that any attack by the United States would 
spark a "regional war" in the Mideast, further 
escalating tensions as President Donald Trump has 
threatened to militarily strike the Islamic Republic.

The 86-year-old leader's comments --the most-direct 
threat he's made so far-- came as US's aircraft carrier 
USS Abraham Lincoln and associated American 
warships were deployed in the Arabian Sea by Trump.

It remains unclear whether Trump will use force. He's 
repeatedly said Iran wants to negotiate and has 
brought up Tehran's nuclear program as another issue 
he wants to see resolved.Meanwhile, Khamenei 
referred to the nationwide protests as "a coup," 
hardening the government's position as tens of 
thousands of people reportedly have been detained 
since the start of the demonstrations.Iranian 
authorities have accused Israel and US of 
masterminding the violent protests, while thousands 
of Iranians lost their lives in the violence and 
subsequent government crackdown.Iran had also 
planned a live-fire military drill for Sunday and 
Monday in the strategic Strait of Hormuz, the narrow 
mouth of the Persian Gulf through which a fifth of all 
oil traded passes. The U.S. military's Central 
Command had warned against threatening American 
warships or aircraft during the drill or disrupting 
commercial traffic.Iranian state television reported 
Khamenei's comments online before airing any 
footage of his remarks."The Americans should know 
that if they start a war, this time it will be a regional 
war," Khamenei was quoted as saying.It added that 
Khamenei said: "We are not the instigators and we do 
not seek to attack any country. But the Iranian nation 
will deliver a firm blow to anyone who attacks or 
harasses it."Khamenei also hardened his position on 
the demonstrations after earlier acknowledging some 
people had legitimate economic grievances that 
sparked the protests.The demonstrations began on 
December 28, over the collapse of Iran's rial currency, 
due to sanctions reimposed by the UN in September 
2025. It soon grew into a direct challenge to the ruling 
government under Khamenei.

Trump says feds won't intervene during protests in 
Democratic-led cities unless asked to do so
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fostered fear-driven governance within THE Supreme Court’s decision to stay the University 
universities rather than encouraging open Grants Commission’s 2026 Equity Regulations 
dialogue and institutional reform – the attributes shows that good intentions cannot be a substitute 
on which university campuses thrive. Equally for sound constitutional design. While the 
significant is the court’s decision to keep the regulations were framed with the aim of curbing 
2012 UGC regulations in force for now. This caste-based discrimination in higher education, 
ensures safeguards against discrimination in the they instead triggered widespread concern for 
interregnum.being vague, overbroad and, paradoxically, 

The episode raises a larger question: are we exclusionary. At the heart of the controversy lies 
addressing discrimination as a lived social the definition of caste discrimination itself. By 
reality, or are we reducing it to a bureaucratic restricting its scope largely to Scheduled Castes, 
checklist? If equity policies are perceived as Scheduled Tribes and Other Backward Classes, the 
instruments of coercion or political signalling, regulations appeared to create a narrow and rigid 
they will invite resistance and litigation. The hierarchy of vulnerability. Discrimination in 
UGC now has an opportunity to listen, review academic spaces is neither so neatly classified nor 
and recalibrate its norms. Social justice in so easily contained. The Constitution guarantees 
higher education demands sensitivity, equality and dignity to all. Any regulatory 
consultation and precision; not sweeping framework that selectively recognises victims 
mandates drafted in isolation. A genuinely carries the risk of undermining that foundational 
inclusive framework must be universally promise.The court’s description of the regulations potential for misuse. Loosely worded provisions, coupled 

applicable and institutionally workable.as “too sweeping” points to another serious flaw: the with stringent compliance mechanisms, could have 

Need to recalibrate the Insolvency 
and Bankruptcy Code How water and waste are becoming inseparable

Tackling caste bias: UGC must review as SC halts its equity rules

The  Inso lvency  and  Bankrup tcy  Code  
(Amendment) Bill, 2025 represents the most 
substantive legislative recalibration of India’s 
insolvency framework since the Code’s enactment 
in 2016. Borne out of nearly a decade of 
operational experience, stakeholder consultations 
and an evolving judicial landscape, the Bill is an 
attempt to address procedural bottlenecks, resolve 
contentious legal interpretations and introduce 
mechanisms for complex insolvencies.

While its objectives—to expedite resolutions, 
enhance creditor confidence and maximise asset 
value—are laudable, a critical analysis of its 
provisions reveals a complex interplay of 
welcome clarifications and experimental 
frameworks that warrant careful scrutiny by the 
select committee to which it has been referred.

A primary strength of the 2025 Bill lies in its 
decisive intervention to resolve ambiguities 
created by conflicting judicial interpretations. The 
proposed amendment to mandate the admission of 
insolvency applications under Section 7 is a direct 
legislative response to the Supreme Court’s ruling 
in Vidarbha Industries Power (2022), which had 
introduced an element of judicial discretion at the 
admission stage. Removing the discretion is 
crucial for curbing dilatory tactics and shortening 
the adjudicatory process.

The Bill introduces a strict 14-day timeline for the 
adjudicating authority to admit or reject the 
application. Should the authority fail to issue an 
order within this period, it must detail written 
reasons for the delay. But perhaps the most 
significant clarification is the Bill’s decisive 
reversal of the law laid down in Rainbow Papers 
(2021). In that case, the Supreme Court equated 
statutory dues with secured debt, disrupting the 
well-settled priority of claims, known as the 
‘waterfall mechanism’ under Section 53 of the 
Code. This created immense uncertainty for 
creditors.The Bill provides a direct legislative 
counter to the Rainbow Papers effect. It introduces 
an amendment to Section 3(31) that narrowly 
defines “security interest” to encompass only 
consensually created securities. This ensures that 
government dues, unless backed by a mutually 
agreed, properly registered security interest, revert 
to their intended lower ranking in the waterfall. 
Significantly, this amendment is worded to be 
clarificatory and retrospective in nature. 

The amendments also focus on enhancing the 
mechanism for investigating and reversing 
dubious transactions. The original law stipulated 
that the ‘relevant time’ (look-back period) for 
scrutinising such transactions was counted from 
the date the application was admitted. But delays 
in admission often led to promoters using the 
backlog as a shield to strip assets.

The Bill pragmatically shifts the start of the look-
back period to the date of application filing, 
thereby extending the investigative reach of the 
resolution process.  Further increasing 
accountability, the Bill codifies precise definitions 
of ‘avoidance transaction’ and ‘fraudulent or 
wrongful trading’.It ventures into new territory by 
proposing frameworks for complex situations that 
the original Code did not contemplate, signalling a 
maturation of India’s insolvency regime. The 
introduction of a creditor-initiated insolvency 
resolution process (CIIRP) offers a promising out-
of-court alternative to the full process. This will 
allow specified financial creditors to initiate a 
resolution while the debtor’s management 
remains in control under supervision. It will be a 
faster and more cost-effective solution for early-
stage distress. The introduction of Chapter VA, 
titled ‘Group Insolvency’, empowers the central 
government to prescribe rules for the coordination 
of insolvency proceedings involving multiple 
corporate debtors within a group. This provision is 
a long-overdue reform that acknowledges the 
economic reality of interconnected corporate 
structures. This framework can prevent the value 
erosion that often results from fragmented 
insolvency proceedings. Despite these significant 
changes, the Bill’s focus on procedural fixes 
overlooks several fundamental challenges. While 
addressing the symptoms of delay, it fails to cure 
the underlying disease: the chronic lack of 
institutional capacity at the National Company 
Law Tribunal (NCLT).

IN a rather wonderful though ironic twist of seasonal 
behaviour, 'Winter Proper' arrived in north India this 
year on Basant Panchami, which marks the first day of 
spring. One wonders what Percy Bysshe Shelley would 
have said of this anomaly, given his famous line "If 
winter comes, can spring be far behind?"This time, 
though, winter caught up with spring in a display of 
festive solidarity — the yellow of mustard swayed 
brightly under the pristine white of mountain snow. The 
much-needed moisture finally freshened the air and 
rejuvenated the land, ending one of the longest dry spells 
that the Himalayas have witnessed in recent decades.

But for all its celebratory ethos, the idea of 'washing away' 
simultaneously embodies a somewhat unsettling 
impulse, especially when viewed through the lens of our 
crisis-prone era. The fact that year after year we need 
rainwater to 'wash away' the gigantic smog-blankets 
throttling our capital and nearby cities says something 
about our exceptionally selfish dependence on nature to 
solve human-made problems. It brings to mind many 
other images from our years of growing up: from using 
more water than necessary for cleaning private cars to 
dumping everyday waste in canals and rivers as if it is the 
most natural thing to do.

Here, then, is another irony. That what was always quarrying in the same river.Recent viral reels on social Last year, during the Chhath Puja festivities, authorities in 
regarded as the 'elixir of life' is now invariably also media centred on sacred water bodies have drawn Delhi created fake ghats on the Yamuna banks by 
interpreted as a crucible of our collective egotism. If at attention to the liberal amounts of milk being poured into propping up borders between filtered-water pools and 
one point in history, holy rivers were supposed to wash them in the name of religious practice. While on the the real river. And in 2024, three UPSC aspirants lost 
away our sins, today they accumulate them, serving as surface, one encounters a preponderance of platitudes on their lives to heavy flooding in the illegal basement 
silent witnesses to an existence gone awry. living hygienically and caringly, in reality, the majority library of a coaching centre in Delhi's Old Rajinder 

Who can forget those haunting images of dead bodies — including the government — hardly appears genuinely Nagar.Waste, in this context, doesn't only refer to the 
floating in the Ganges during the Covid pandemic or the interested in addressing the issue sustainably.defilement of our most celebrated natural element, but 
persisting visuals of the toxic Yamuna in Delhi, with its My small village in the Kangra Valley, for example, has also to the decaying of the imagination responsible for 
lethal froth and foam resembling snow? There is no repeatedly faced resistance by many residents who are generating infrastructure around it. Undoubtedly, the 
denying that water and waste have assumed a shocking against the idea of drain expansion outside their houses. stunting of both vision and inventiveness lies at the heart 
synonymity with each other in the present age. This is a necessary step for the establishment of a of this growing crisis. And like all crises, this too 

It's only the first month of the year, but the unholy coupling properly networked system, but it is also something that manifests itself in a multipronged manner, where 
of water and waste has already defined the news several is hugely 'repulsive' to the imagination of a significant dealing with one department in the hope of some 
times. It hopped into the headlines when Indore, India's number of people for purely parochial reasons.solution leads us to another division, area or issue. The 
'cleanest city', suddenly spewed forth hundreds of But no matter how much we exhort individuals to change, blame is everyone's and no one's, and passing-the-buck 
hospitalisations and over 15 deaths due to sewage- for a country as big as ours, models for long-lasting becomes the norm, with apathy and indifference quickly 
contaminated drinking water. Soon after, reports on transformation must primarily be provided by the assuming the order of the day.There is also a societal 
sewage-related water contamination began emerging government and bureaucracy in charge. And for these amnesia at work. It makes us forget the people who have 
from Greater Noida, Hyderabad, Jhajjar and Rohtak models to take shape, a thorough understanding of the worked hard to elicit change. They include GD Agarwal, 
while Gandhinagar revealed a typhoid outbreak. A few society's material and emotional make-up must be later known as Swami Gyan Swaroop Sanand, who lost 
days ago, a new overhead water tank, constructed at a acquired in an interdependent fashion.his life in 2018, fighting for the cleaning and protection 
whopping cost of Rs 21 crore, at Tadkeshwar village in Templates from other countries too are available to learn of the Ganges. An 86-year-old environmentalist and a 
Surat, Gujarat, collapsed during its very first water- from, but only if we are actually willing to shed our former professor at IIT Kanpur, Swami Sanand breathed 
filling test.But one mustn't look at these examples in wilfulness. Otherwise, instead of becoming a reality, his last after a 111-day fast in Haridwar. Prior to him, 
isolation. They form a part of an ongoing continuum of potable water and healthy rivers shall only flow in the Swami Nigamananda Saraswati had passed away in 
technological ineptness and slapdash development that realm of dreams.2011 after fasting for 114 days, protesting against illegal 
has beleaguered the country for a very long time now.

After the Indore tragedy, reports on sewage-related water contamination began emerging from Greater Noida, Hyderabad, Jhajjar and Rohtak while Gandhinagar revealed a typhoid outbreak.

on farms caused small farmers’ incomes to grow much should not have as much of a problem as other nations, INDIA’s policymakers are in a dilemma. Too many Environmental scientist Vaclav Smil has computed the 
faster in Japan, South Korea, Taiwan and China than in because it already has the largest number of people people, they say, are working in the agriculture sector. total system requirements of hydrocarbon energy and 
India in the last 50 years, explains Mike Bird in The living and working in rural areas — the very problem Therefore, according to them, the productivity of India’s other non-renewable inputs in modern industries, food 
Land Trap: A New History of the World’s Oldest Asset. our economists are struggling to solve!farm sector, measured by the number of people production and distribution systems, and in global 
Bird explains why reforms progressed faster in other Faster GDP growth will not improve the well-being of employed in it, is also too low. They would rather have transportation systems. In his book, How the World 
countries than in India. Vested interests came in the way India’s billion-plus citizens. For the past 25 years, the more people being moved out of rural areas and farms Really Works, he explains that the modern and 
of reforms in all countries. However, the leaders in those Indian economy has created less employment with each — and small, ‘informal’, manufacturing and service technologically intensive large-scale food production 
nations supported the rights of farmer-workers not the unit of GDP growth than other large countries. We have enterprises — into cities, and into large, ‘formal’ and distribution system is the largest polluter of the soil, 
capitalist-owners. With reforms, small farmers’ the largest population of youth in the world, factories and service enterprises.The problem is that 
incomes and wealth increased, and they invested seeking employment with good wages.large formal enterprises are not creating enough secure 
more in the education of their children. It is With the present pattern of growth, India’s jobs with decent wages. They are unwilling to absorb 
noteworthy that farm output and agricultural GDP must grow at 12 per cent per annum for more people, pay them higher wages and provide them 
productivity also increased without forcing the next few years to generate enough with social security. Instead, they want more ‘flexible’ 
people off farms. employment. Each unit of GDP growth is labour laws to keep wage costs down. The core problem 

Economists and business people must rethink the a lso  causing more  pol lu t ion and of the Indian economy is that employers in all sectors 
value of ‘scale’ in enterprises. Large-scale environmental degradation than in other (manufacturing, services and agriculture) are using 
production of a standardised commodity — countries. Therefore, India cannot afford to more machinery, and more technology — instead of 
whether widgets in a factory or a monocrop on a c o n t i n u e  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  u r b a n -human beings — to increase their output and 
large farm — increases economic efficiency by industrialisation model of growth that has productivity.The key reform the Indian economy 
enabling the use of large machines and created global environment and inequality requires is a reform of the design and governance of a 
employment of low-skill workers to perform crises.The pattern of growth must change for business enterprise. Workers, whether on farms or in 
repetitive tasks. Large-scale enterprises can our nation to become a livable and factories, must be the owners of the enterprises in which 
afford to deploy capital in machines and artificial sustainable ‘Viksit Bharat’. Rather than the they work so that they earn the profits made from their 
intelligence. Thereby, they need less human goal of climbing higher than other countries work and increase their own wealth, rather than passing 
labour and intelligence. While their efficiency on the GDP ladder, India’s economic on the profits to increase the wealth of financial 
and output may go up, and productivity too reformers should reform the process of investors. The capital assets required in the production 
(measured as output per human being employed), economic growth itself.process — machines in the manufacturing enterprise 
such enterprises employ fewer humans. They We must find our own way; a more inclusive and the land for farms — must belong to the workers in water and the atmosphere. He also explains that small-
contribute to the ‘jobless’ GDP growth of the and environmentally sustainable way; a more ‘family’ the enterprise. Workers should be their own employers scale farms with more scope are the best scientific 
economy.Small farms that grow a variety of food and ‘community’ way — a more ‘Gandhian way’ — to and not be compelled to become employees in factories solutions for environmental sustainability.
organically have a greater ‘scope’ of production on the build our nation and strengthen our economy for it to and farms owned by stock market investors and feudal The problem, he points out, is that this solution requires 
farm. Waste becomes a useful input on the farm itself, deliver poorna swaraj (complete political, social and landlords. They should have the choice of how they will more people to live and work in rural areas, and engage 
especially on farms that also have animals. Farms with economic freedom) for all citizens. This was the ‘tryst use profits from their work: whether to invest further in in smaller agriculture, manufacturing and service 
more scope are naturally more sustainable. Materials with destiny’ towards which we had set out on August their enterprise or invest in their family welfare and their enterprises. This will require a reversal of migration 
and energy circulate within and around such small farms 15, 1947, when India became a sovereign nation children’s education.Reforms of land ownership that from urban/formal enterprises to rural/informal ones. 
which have less scale but more scope. responsible for its own future.transferred land from landlords to the erstwhile workers Citizens in advanced countries will not accept this. India 

There’s more to growth than GDP
India cannot afford to continue with the urban-industrialisation model that has created global crises

Are we addressing discrimination as a lived social reality, or are we reducing it to a bureaucratic checklist?
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The Sikh Times
Muzaffarnagar: To celebrate

its first foundation day, the
NGO Nirvika Foundation host-
ed an educational assistance

event at the local Nagar
Panchayat auditorium. The
event was graced by Nagar
Panchayat Chairperson Uma
Tyagi and Women Police Station
In-charge Suman Sharma as the

guests of honor. Nir vika
Foundation, a social ser vice
organization from Budhana,
announced at its first founding
day program that it would take

responsibility for the education
of Kashish, a meritorious stu-
dent of class 9. The organization
will bear the student's school
fees and other necessary educa-
tional expenses. During the pro-

gram, school bags, shoes, sta-
tionery, electronic writing pads,
and other educational materials
were distributed to underprivi-
leged students including
Gunjan, Divanshi, Uzaif, Faizan,
Saloni, and Ananya. Budhana
Nagar Panchayat Chairperson
Uma Tyagi praised the organi-
zation's ef forts and said that
such initiatives are necessary
to bring about positive change
in society through education.
The organization's Vice
President, Usha Rathi, said that
the organization's endeavor is
to help every child who has the
desire and ability to move for-
ward. This ef fort to promote
education with respect and con-
fidence will continue. The
event was anchored by teacher
Poonam Sharma. The gather-
ing saw the presence of Sub
Inspector Suman Sharma, NGO
President Deepak Rathi, social
activist Santosh Devi, along-
side Ankur Tyagi and Arun
Kumar.

Nirvika Foundation Ignites the Spark of
Education on its Foundation Day
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NEWS BOX

NEW DELHI. (Agency)  back from two goals down at home to beat Having beaten Leeds 5-0 in August, Arsenal 
West Ham 3-2 and climb up to fourth, with enjoyed another romp against Daniel Arsenal and Liverpool rediscovered that 
Enzo Fernandez hitting the winner in the Farke's team.Six points and nine goals winning feeling in the Premier League on 

could go a long way to helping Arsenal's Saturday.Arsenal powered seven points 
title bid, whih was wobbling in recent clear at the top of the standings after beating 
weeks."It's very difficult to (win 4-0 at Leeds 4-0. Mikel Arteta's team ended a 
Leeds), let's see who is the next team that three-game winless run in style at Elland 
does it, but we did it in a moment when we Road and strengthened its title charge.
needed it," Arteta said.Against an in-form Defending champion Liverpool finally 
Leeds that had lost just one of its last 11 in secured its first league win of 2026 by 4-1 
all competitions, the trip to Elland Road against Newcastle. Hugo Ekitike scored 
was a potential banana skin for the league two and Florian Wirtz was on target again 
leader. Especially when forward Bukayo as two of Liverpool's big summer signings 
Saka was injured in the warmup and had to delivered at Anfield. Ibrahima Konate, 
be withdrawn shortly before kickoff.playing his first game since the recent death 

But in his absence Arsenal totally dominated, of his father, sealed the win.Martin 
with Zubimendi heading the visitor in front Zubimendi, Viktor Gyokeres and Gabriel 

after 27 minutes and Darlow punching Noni Jesus were all on target for Arsenal and second minute of added time.Everton left it 
Madueke's corner into his own net before Leeds goalkeeper Karl Darlow added an even later to draw at Brighton 1-1, Beto 
halftime.Gyokeres scored for the fourth own goal."We really wanted to show how scoring in the 97th.
time in six games in the second half and Last-placed Wolverhampton lost for the 18th much we wanted it," Arteta said.Manchester 
substitute Gabriel Jesus spun and fired low time this season, 2-0 at home to City and Aston Villa can trim Arsenal's lead 
into the bottom corner late on.Bournemouth.Arsenal has Leeds' numberback to four points on Sunday.Chelsea came 

Ham began to retreat deeper, inviting seconds, players from both sides flooded London. (Agency)  
pressure. Liam Delap’s header pulled one the area. The chaos peaked when West Ham Chelsea and West Ham served up one of the 
back, Marc Cucurella scrambled in an defender Jean-Clair Todibo lost control Premier League’s most combustible nights 
equaliser, and with time ticking away, Enzo entirely, pinning Pedro against the this season, a match that had everything 
Fernandez struck late to complete a advertising hoardings with both hands from a wild comeback to scenes that 

around his throat in full view of the spiralled completely out of 
Che l sea  suppor te r s .Refe ree  control.  What unfolded at 
Anthony Taylor had little choice. Stamford Bridge on Saturday went 
Af te r  consu l t ing  VAR and  far beyond the 3–2 scoreline, 
reviewing the footage pitch-side, he ending in an ugly stoppage-time 
showed Todibo a straight red card b r a w l  t h a t  o v e r s h a d o w e d  
for violent conduct. Even as Chelsea’s dramatic victory.
teammates and officials attempted For much of the evening, it looked 
to separate the players, scuffles like West Ham had the contest 
continued across the pitch, with exactly where they wanted it. The 
goalkeepers, substitutes and visitors raced into a two-goal lead 
coaching staff drawn into the melee.midway through the first half, 

Order was eventually restored, though catching Chelsea cold and 
not without further scrutiny from exposing a defence that struggled 
VAR. Several players escaped to cope with direct running and 
punishment, but Todibo’s dismissal early pressure. Jarrod Bowen’s 

comeback that felt as exhilarating as it was stood as the defining image of a night that mishit cross somehow deceived Robert 
improbable.Deep into stoppage time, teetered between spectacle and farce.Sanchez and crept in, before Crysencio 
tempers finally boiled over. What began as a The French defender later issued an apology, Summerville doubled the advantage, 
routine tussle escalated rapidly when admitting his actions were unacceptable leaving the home crowd restless and the 
Adama Traore shoved Cucurella to the and did not reflect his character. It was a rare Blues reeling.Chelsea’s response, 
ground near the touchline. Joo Pedro moment of accountability after a match that however, was slow but relentless. The 
reacted, Traore squared up, and within had already burned itself into memory.momentum shifted after the break as West 

Chelsea vs West Ham thriller ends in ugly 
brawl as Todibo strangles Joao Pedro

CHENNAI. (Agency)  
THE scorching sun was beating down 

relentlessly when Ram Dayal (name 
changed) along with a few other ground staff 
were busy giving the final touches to the 
surface. It was mid-summer. The curator 
was  s tanding c lose-by,  hol ler ing 
instructions. With the venue scheduled to 
host an international cricket match in a 
couple of days, Dayal and his colleagues had 
no option but to work from dawn to dusk 
without worrying about the extreme heat 
and its effects on the body.If it is heat in the 
plains of the sub-continent, extreme cold 
and frost in the Himalayas and northeast 
India make their job extremely hazardous. 
Yet they labour on with their chores without 
fuss. They are the invisible force that help to 
maintain the beauty of the ground with 
manicured grass, sporting wicket that can 
produce runs and results and other 
associated paraphernalia that turn a game of 
cricket into a fascinating contest.

Rain or sunshine, snow or thaw... these men 
and women are the first to reach and last to 
leave whenever their venues host matches. 

Even on non-match days, they are 
responsible to protect the field of play from 
the vagaries of nature and sometimes even 
humans and animals. Yet, the return they get 
is pittance compared the revenue a game 
generates. They work for minuscule sums; 
most of the times, they are lower than the 
minimum daily wage rates as revised by the 
Government of India with effect from 
October 1, 2024.Daily wages as per the 
government guidelines for scheduled 
employments in the central sphere (mines, 
railways, ports, construction). range from 
`783 (unskilled) to ?1,035 (highly skilled), 
depending on the area ((\A,B,C\)) and skill 
level. Unfortunately, these men and women 
earn between ?350/day to ?850/day.

NEW DELHI. (Agency)  

international cricket are rarely confined to eleventh hour after forcing the selectors’ point came on Saturday: a match-winning 
runs alone. They are made through selection hand with a truckload of runs in domestic century, his first in T20I cricket, 
calls, batting positions, gloves handed over cricket, Kishan found himself straight into accompanied by a collection of rapid cameos 
— and sometimes, through what is said the XI following Tilak Varma’s injury. He did that repeatedly broke New Zealand’s 
casually into a microphoneAt the toss, bowling plans.“I really enjoyed 
Suryakumar played to the gallery while batting with him and also with 
confirming Sanju Samson’s place in the Abhishek Sharma. Both of them, if 
XI.Don’t worry Thiruvananthapuram, 

they play together, they completely 
Sanju Samson will be playing,” he said 

take the opposition out of it. The 
while announcing the team changes.

pressure is very less on the middle-
The Greenfield Stadium erupted. It was 

order and the finishers to come,” 
Samson’s first international appearance in 

Suryakumar said, stressing the value 
his home city, a long-awaited moment for a 

of relentless aggression at the 
player whose international career has been 

top.Across five matches, Samson 
defined by pauses, restarts and near-

managed 46 runs — including three 
misses. But even here, there was reason to 

single-digit scores — the lowest tally 
read between the lines.For one, the 

by an Indian opener to feature in every not waste the opening.Across the series, captain’s unsolicited reassurance hinted at “Ishan Kishan has made a strong statement,” 
game of a five-match bilateral T20I series.Kishan scored 215 runs at an average north the context Samson was walking into. The captain Suryakumar Yadav said in 

It was his first extended run as an opener since of 50 and a strike rate of 231.18 — the Thiruvananthapuram after India completed louder endorsement had already been made. 
India briefly flirted with ‘Project Shubman highest strike rate by a batter from a full-another rout of New Zealand, wrapping up And it belonged to Ishan Kishan.
Gill’ before abandoning it weeks ahead of the their final T20I series before this month’s member nation in a T20I bilateral series with ISHAN KISHAN MAKES A STATEMENT
World Cup.World Cup with a 4–1 win.Statements in a minimum of 200 runs. The exclamation Drafted into the T20 World Cup squad at the 

SPORTS

Slam titles. His words were measured, yet 
carried the weight of a legend who has been 
underestimated before and has always 
answered on the court.That simmering 
intensity erupted in the semi-final against 
Sinner. Djokovic didn’t chase; he conquered. 
Every sprint, every stretch, every shot 
revealed a man pushing his body to its 
absolute limits, proving that age is no barrier 
when willpower, experience, and skill 
collide.Now, all eyes turn to Alcaraz. The 
young Spaniard is a formidable challenge—a 
true nut to crack. Alcaraz holds a superior 
record over Djokovic in Grand Slams, 
having beaten him in previous Wimbledon 
finals.Yet Djokovic is no ordinary opponent; New Delhi. (Agency)  
he is a man possessed, a champion forged in the mind begins to crack, he stood firm. He One last climb, one historic shot at a 25th  If Novak Djokovic says something is difficult, 
battles against the greatest of his era. If absorbed the pressure, embraced the pain, Grand Slam title—and a chance for Novak never dare to call it impossible. Friday night 
anyone can dismantle Alcaraz’s challenge, it and bent the match to his will. It was grit over Djokovic to once again prove that giving up at Melbourne Park was not just a tennis 
is Novak Djokovic. History has shown that hype, heart over numbers. A champion was never part of his story.match—it was a reminder of what belief 
when he steps onto the court, he doesn’t just refusing to fade.Now, with barely any time to looks like when the world starts doubting SIN down, time for CARAZ?
play—he dominates.recover, Djokovic returns to the same stage, you. Jannik Sinner walked into the Earlier, during a press conference, a reporter 

Can Alcaraz believe again?carrying scars but also purpose. Waiting for Australian Open semi-final with momentum, suggested that Djokovic was now chasing 
Like Novak Djokovic, Carlos Alcaraz enters him is Carlos Alcaraz—the young force who confidence, and history on his side, having Carlos Alcaraz and Jannik Sinner, just as he 

the Australian Open final after a grueling, has pushed him to the edge, challenged his taken 10 sets off Djokovic in recent months. once chased Rafael Nadal and Roger 
marathon semi-final—this time against dominance, and forced him to dig deeper Many believed this was the moment the torch Federer. Djokovic didn’t take it lightly. Calm 
Alexander Zverev—the longest in the than ever before.This is not just a final. It is would finally change hands.Under the lights, but resolute, he reminded the room—and the 
tournament’s history.legacy at stake. Difficult versus impossible. past midnight, when the body screams and world—that he had already won 24 Grand 

Ishan Kishan grabs the Tatkal ticket. Is 
Sanju Samson back on the waiting list

Djokovic vs Alcaraz: Melbourne Park braces 
for ultimate Difficult vs Impossible clash

Arsenal opens seven-point lead in Premier 
League and Liverpool beats Newcastle

NEW DELHI. (Agency)  
 New Zealand captain Mitchell Santner admitted 

that Ishan Kishan’s explosive knock in 
Thiruvananthapuram left his side with very few 
answers. Santner said the innings reminded 
him of the kind of damage Abhishek Sharma 
has repeatedly done to New Zealand during the 
series.Kishan produced a breathtaking maiden 
T20I century in the fifth T20I, completely 
tilting the contest in India’s favour, and Santner 
conceded that once Indian batters get going 
together, stopping them becomes extremely 
difficult. Speaking at the post-match press 
conference, the New Zealand skipper said 
Kishan’s innings was another example of 
India’s batting depth overwhelming bowling 
attacks.“Very good. I think he has put his hand 
up to be in the first team for the World Cup. I 
think that shows they got 170 off the last 10, I 
suppose. When two guys are going like that, it’s 
tough to stop. Sometimes, when guys are going 
like that, you have to put your hands up," 
Santner said.We have seen it from Abhishek, 
we have seen it from Surya. We have now seen 
it from Ishan. For India, all their batters are 
scoring runs at different stages, they should be 

really happy with that,” he added.
Ishan Kishan's Trivandrum show
Kishan’s hundred was the standout moment of 

India's 46-run win in the fifth T20I. The left-
hander smashed 103 off just 43 balls, hitting six 
fours and ten sixes, and reached his century in 
only 42 deliveries. His assault powered India to 
a towering 271 for 5 in their 20 overs, a total 
that proved well beyond New Zealand's 
job.The innings also completed a strong 
turnaround for Kishan in the series. Making his 
comeback to the Indian side after more than 
two years, he endured a quiet start with an 8 in 
the opening T20I but responded with a match-
winning 76 off 32 balls in the second game. He 
finished the series with 215 runs from four 
innings at an average of 53.75 and a strike rate 
of over 230, significantly boosting his chances 
of a regular role heading into the T20 World 
Cup.

If Abhishek doesn't get you, 
Ishan will: NZ skipper Santner 

on India's Trivandrum show

NEW DELHI. (Agency)  
Jemimah Rodrigues is staring at a moment 

Delhi Capitals never imagined they would 
face. A franchise that has never missed the 
WPL playoffs, one that topped the points 
table in each of the first three seasons, is now 
teetering on the brink of an early exit in 2026. 
For a team built on dominance and 
consistency, the slide has been jarring — and 
deeply concerning.Meg Lanning left behind 
a legacy of control, clarity, and ruthless 
efficiency. Under her, Delhi Capitals didn’t 
just qualify; they ruled. Stepping into those 
shoes was never going to be easy, but the gap 
this season has been impossible to ignore. 
With just one league match remaining, 
Jemimah stands on the verge of becoming the 
first Delhi Capitals captain to fail to reach the 
playoffs — an unwanted first in a franchise 
that prides itself on setting standards, not 
breaking them.

The concern isn’t just about results, but 
patterns. Close matches have slipped away. 
Winning positions have turned fragile. 
Decision-making at key moments has lacked 

the sharpness that once defined this side. 
Jemimah, a proven match-winner and a 
World Cup star for India, has looked weighed 
down by leadership rather than lifted by it.

TEMPERAMENT ISSUE?
During her tenure with Delhi Capitals, Meg 

Lanning instilled a ruthless mentality—one 
where matches were closed out, nerves held, 
and victories sealed. Lanning was a true 
mentality monster, having captained 
Australia to five World Cup titles, and her 
calm, composed leadership became the 
blueprint for success.In contrast, Jemimah 
Rodrigueshas struggled to replicate that 
temperament as skipper. While individually 
decent, she has found it tough to instill the 
same composure and killer instinct in her 
p layers  tha t  Lanning  e ffor t l ess ly  
demanded.Twice this season against the 
Gujarat Giants, the Capitals faltered at the 
final hurdle. On both occasions, it was Sophie 
Devine who snatched victory from their 
grasp, highlighting the thin line between 
winning and losing when the finishing 
touches aren’t there.

Uneven pitch for 
lesser mortals

The Jemimah Rodrigues 
struggle: Why the Delhi captain 

is faltering in close matches

ZHas one dominant T20I series 
reshaped India's batting 

hierarchy? Ishan Kishan's surge 
has brought urgency and clarity, 
while Sanju Samson's struggles 

have reopened familiar questions 
on the eve of  a T20 World Cup 

title defence.

ZAustralian Open: Carlos Alcaraz 
and Novak Djokovic are all set for 
a blockbuster final at Melbourne 
Park on Sunday. While Djokovic is 
looking for his 25th Grand Slam 
title, Alcaraz is one win away 
from a Career Slam.
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Government data suggests that 
import-related GST played a key 
role in driving the growth, 
supported by stable domestic 
consumption and trade flows. The 
rise in collections reflects 
improved enforcement, wider tax 
base and better compliance under 
the GST system. 

revenues continue to remain strong health. Monthly collections staying 
despite global uncertainties and close to the Rs 2 lakh crore mark 
inflationary pressures.Government indicate that demand in key sectors 
data suggests that import-related such as manufacturing, services and 

retail remains resilient.The 
strong GST numbers also come 
at a crucial time ahead of the 
Union Budget 2026, as tax 
buoyancy will influence fiscal 
p l a n n i n g  a n d  r e v e n u e  
projections for the next 
financial year. Higher indirect 
tax collections could give the 
government more flexibility in 
managing spending without 
increasing borrowing.

GST played a key role in driving the Experts add that rising GST revenue 
growth, supported by stable strengthens the Centre and states’ New Delhi.(Agency)

domestic consumption and trade flows. financial position, helping fund  New Delhi: India’s GST collections rose 
The rise in collections reflects infrastructure projects, welfare 6.2 percent year-on-year to Rs 1.93 
improved enforcement, wider tax base schemes and capital expenditure. With lakh crore in January, indicating steady 
and better compliance under the GST compliance improving and digitisation economic activity and sustained tax 
system.Economists say the consistent expanding, GST is increasingly compliance across the country. The 
performance of GST revenues is a becoming one of India’s most reliable latest figures show that indirect tax 
positive signal for overall economic revenue sources.

Budget 2026 boosts Lakhpati Didi scheme, 
rolls out community-run She-Marts

hitting a record high of Rs 1,93,096 
per 10 grams on Thursday.On the 
Multi Commodity Exchange 
(MCX), silver futures also suffered 
a heavy setback as traders continued 
to book profits at elevated levels, 
with the March contract nosediving 
Rs 26,273, or 9 per cent, to Rs 
2,65,652 per kilogram -- its lower 
circuit level.On Friday, the white 
metal slumped Rs 1,07,968, or 27 
per cent, to close at Rs 2,91,925 per 
kg, also touching its lower circuit 
level.The sharp sell-off followed New Delhi.(Agency)
Thursday's record peak of Rs  Ahead of the Union Budget 2026-27, 

4,20,048 per kg.Traders said the gold and silver prices fell upto 9 per 

steep correction in bullion prices cent in futures trade early on Sunday, as 

w a s  d r i v e n  b y  a g g r e s s i v e  i n v e s t o r s  e x t e n d e d  p r o f i t  
for the second straight day, with the level in the futures trade on the MCX. unwinding of long positions amid booking.Union Finance Minister 
April contract for gold futures declining In the previous session, the yellow metal volatility in global markets and cautious Nirmala Sitharaman will present the 
Rs 13,711, or 9 per cent, to Rs 1,38,634 plunged Rs 31,617, or 17.2 per cent, to investor sentiment ahead of the Budget for the 2026-27 for a record 
per 10 grams, touching its lower circuit close at Rs 1,52,345 per 10 grams, after presentation of the Union Budget.ninth time on Sunday.The rout extended 

Gold, silver futures plummet 9 pc to hit 
lower circuit levels ahead of  Budget

Budget 2026: Nirmala Sitharaman sets stage for 
major foreign investment rule reform

New Delhi.(Agency)
In a significant boost to India’s space science 

ambitions, the Union Budget 2026 has announced 
the setting up and upgradation of four major 
telescope and astronomy facilities to promote 
research in astrophysics and astronomy.

The announcement was made by Finance Minister 
Nirmala Sitharaman during her Budget speech in 
Parliament.Presenting the government’s vision 
for strengthening scientific infrastructure, the 
finance minister said the new investments aim to 
expand India’s observational capabilities, 
support cutting-edge research, and inspire the 
next generation of scientists.The initiative is 
expected to enhance India’s role in global 
astronomical research and deepen understanding 
of the Sun, stars, galaxies, and the universe.

WHICH TELESCOPES WILL BE SET UP OR 
UPGRADES?

The four facilities identified under the Budget 
announcement include the National Large Solar 
Telescope (NLST), the National Large Optical 
Infrared Telescope (NLOT), the Himalayan 
Chandra Telescope, and the COSMOS 2 
Planetarium.The National Large Solar Telescope 
will focus on high-resolution observations of the 
Sun, helping scientists study solar activity, 
magnetic fields, and space weather events that 
can affect satellites, power grids, and 
communication systems on Earth. Once 
operational, it is expected to be among the most 
advanced solar observatories in the world.The 
National Large Optical Infrared Telescope will 
strengthen India’s ability to observe faint and 
distant celestial objects, including exoplanets, 
nebulae, and galaxies. Operating in optical and 
infrared wavelengths, the facility will support 
frontier research in cosmology and stellar 
evolution.The government also announced the 
upgradation of the Himalayan Chandra 
Telescope, located in Ladakh, one of the world’s 
highest astronomical observatories. The upgrade 
will improve its sensitivity and instrumentation, 
allowing more precise observations under 
exceptional atmospheric conditions.

In addition, the COSMOS 2 Planetarium will be 
developed as a modern public outreach and 
education centre. It will play a key role in 
popularising astronomy and space science among 
students and the wider public.Together, these 
initiatives shows the government’s commitment 
to advancing fundamental science while building 
world-class research and education infrastructure 
in India.

BUSINESS

Budget 2026: India to set up, 
upgrade four telescope 

facilities, boost astrophysics

New Delhi.(Agency)
The Lakhpati Didi Yojana, the 

government’s flagship women-
empowerment initiative, got a major 
upgrade in the Union Budget 2026 on 
Sunday, with a proposed plan to expand 
community-owned She-Marts to 
support women entrepreneurs.

In her record ninth Budget presentation, 
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman 
said the upgraded scheme will expand 
economic opportunities for rural 
women and strengthen self-help groups 

empowering rural women by helping sustainable income of at least Rs 1 lakh (SHGs) that are central to the mission.
members of self-help groups launch per year, effectively making them WHAT IS LAKHPATI DIDI YOJANA?
micro-enterpr ises  and earn  a  economically independent.

The Lakhpati Didi scheme is aimed at 

New Delhi.(Agency)
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman on Sunday said 

individual persons residing outside India (PROI) 
will be permitted equity investments in listed Indian 
companies through a portfolio investment scheme.

She also proposed raising investment limit for PROIs 
to 10 per cent from 5 per cent.The finance minister 
also proposed making framework with suitable 
access to funds and derivatives on corporate bond 
indices.The government will continue to focus on 
developing infrastructure in cities with over 5 lakh 
population, she added.Presenting the Union Budget 
2026-27, Sitharaman proposed to upgrade WHO 
Global Traditional Medicine Centre at Jamnagar, 
Gujarat, while also stating that the country's 
telescope infrastructure will be upgraded to promote 
astrophysics and astronomy.The government will 
also launch a pilot scheme to upgrade skills of 10,000 

guides at 20 iconic tourist sites, while noting that 
India has potential to offer world-class experience in 
mountaineering.Besides, she promised that the 
Centre will develop ecologically sustainable trails in 
Himachal Pradesh, Utttarakhand, and Jammu and 
Kashmir.

New Delhi.(Agency)
 Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman on Sunday 

proposed Rs 10,000 crore investment in the 
biopharma sector over the next five years, a move 
which would give a boost to the country's 
pharmaceuticals industry.Biopharmaceuticals, or 
biologics, are complex medicines manufactured 
from living organisms, cells, or tissues rather than 
through chemical synthesis.She also proposed 
interventions in six areas, including manufacturing, 
strategic and frontier sectors, healthcare and 
advanced technology.

The minister added that semiconductor mission 2.0 
will focus on producing equipment and materials 
designed for full-stack Indian IP (intellectual 
property).The India Semiconductor Mission (ISM) 
is a specialised, autonomous business division 
within Digital India Corporation under Ministry of 
Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY), 
designed to build a sustainable semiconductor and 
display ecosystem.Sitharaman also announced 
support for mineral rich states of Odisha, Kerala, 
Andhra Pradesh and Tamil Nadu to establish critical 
mineral facilities.She added that 'Sabka Saath, Sabka 
Vikas' is the third Kartavya of the government.

India’s GST collections rise 6.2% to Rs 
1.93 lakh crore in January

Individuals residing abroad 
to be permitted equity 
investments in listed Indian 
firms: Finance Minister

The government is looking 
to update India's foreign 
exchange framework to 
reflect a more open, growth-
oriented approach that 
matches the country's 
ambitions for the next 
decade.

review could streamline compliance, 
address grey areas and make it easier 
for foreign investors to participate in 
Indian markets. It could also enhance 
transparency in how foreign capital is 
regulated and improve the ease of 
doing business for companies seeking 
equity inflowsThe timing of the review 
aligns with the government’s broader 
economic strategy. Budget 2026 places 
strong emphasis on strengthening 
India’s position in global value chains, 
boosting strategic sectors and 
d e e p e n i n g  i n t e g r a t i o n  w i t h  
international markets. A more flexible 
and modernised foreign investment New Delhi.(Agency)
regime would support these objectives In the Union Budget of India, Finance 
by removing bottlenecks that currently Minister Nirmala Sitharaman announced 
limit capital mobility and investor a comprehensive review of the Foreign 

how foreign ownership and control foreign capital flows. He says the participation.While the details of the Exchange Management (Non-Debt 
operate across Indian companies and government’s decision to revisit them is a review will be shaped over the coming Instruments) Rules, 2019, signalling what 
define the treatment of foreign direct significant policy signal that indicates a months, the announcement points to a experts see as a major shift in India’s 
investment, portfolio investment and move toward further liberalisation.Shah clear direction. The government is foreign investment policy. The move 
other non-debt instruments. According to explains that the current rules were looking to update India’s foreign reflects the government’s intention to 
Lokesh Shah, Partner at CMS IndusLaw, designed to consolidate and simplify exchange framework to reflect a more modernise its regulatory framework and 
these rules form the foundation of India’s India’s foreign investment framework but open, growth-oriented approach that make India a more attractive destination 
foreign investment regime because they some provisions have become outdated as matches the country’s ambitions for the for global capital.The NDI Rules govern 
bring legal clarity and predictability to global investment practices evolve. A next decade.

Budget 2026: Outlay on 
electronics manufacturing to 
be increased to Rs 40,000 
crore in Fy27

Lakhpati Didi Scheme gets upgrade, 
community-owned She-Marts to 
support women enterprises

Copper prices have risen sharply this year due to supply disruptions at key global mines and strong demand from sectors such as electrification, renewable energy and artificial intelligence-led infrastructure.

Budget proposes Rs 10,000 
crore investment in 
biopharma

New Delhi.(Agency)
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman on Sunday 

proposed to increase the outlay on electronics 
manufacturing to Rs 40,000 crore in the 2026-27 
fiscal year.Presenting the Union Budget for 2026-27, 
she said high-tech tool rooms will be established at 
two locations to give push to capital goods 
manufacturing.Sitharaman also proposed a scheme 
for container manufacturing to create globally 
competitive ecosystem.Three dedicated chemical 
parks will also be set up to enhance domestic 
production, reduce import dependency, she added.

The move comes amid a massive thrust by the 
government on increasing electronics manufacturing 
in the country.The mobile manufacturing segment 
witnessed a nearly 30-fold increase in production 
value, rising from Rs 18,000 crore in FY15 to Rs 5.45 
lakh crore in FY25.Phone exports from India have hit 
Rs 2.03 lakh crore in 2025, which is almost double 
that of Rs 1.1 lakh crore Apple exported in the 
calendar year 2024.Mobile phone production in the 
country is expected to reach about Rs 6.76 lakh crore, 
comprising exports over USD 30 billion, or about Rs 
2.7 lakh crore, by the end of the current fiscal year.

As of August 2025, 10 semiconductor manufacturing 
and packaging projects have been approved in the 
country with a cumulative investment of around Rs 
1.6 lakh crore in six states.

Traders said the steep correction in 
bullion prices was driven by 
aggressive unwinding of long 
positions amid volatility in global 
markets and cautious investor 
sentiment ahead of the presentation 
of the Union Budget.
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Are you stuck in 
the wrong job?

Career

Take a walk around a workspace in a large 
organization, and the chances are, you will 
encounter employees gathered around foosball 
tables, furiously typing away while sitting on 
beanbags or strategizing business growth over a 
cup of coffee. These are outward signs of what 
companies are trying to do - make creativity a 
part of the organization's culture and generate 
new products, ideas or solutions by creating a 
relaxed atmosphere at the workplace.

The workforce today has evolved over the last 
decade or so to be more open to creativity. With a 
large number of millennials joining the employee 
population, the needs of the employees are 
drastically different from those of the previous 
generations. And this has caused a cultural shift 
within organizations. The new culture is headed 
towards fostering creativity to bring out the best 
in employees. Rigid systems and processes, 
hierarchies, inflexible policies and linear modes 
of thinking are slowly being phased out to 
welcome flat organizations, space for 
innovation, and a focus on collaboration through 
creative thinking.

Richard Lobo, SVP, Head HR, Infosys Limited 
says, "It's easy to examine these outward signs 
and mistake them for a creative culture. There is 
nothing a creative workspace can do if the 
underlying structure does not allow free 
collaboration across teams. Allowing a creative 
culture to grow involves both a strong foundation 
of creative values as well as a workspace free of 

constraints to open the mind." So, how are companies 
dealing with this? He explains, "At Infosys, we have 
begun the journey towards greater employee 
engagement and innovation by fostering creative 
thinking in the spaces of technology and beyond. In 
2014, we launched the first crowd-sourcing idea 
campaign at Infosys called Murmuration. A CEO-
driven initiative, employees were encouraged to 
provide their ideas about our business strategy, and 
through an inclusive employee-voting mechanism, 
10 ideas were shortlisted for consideration from the 
original pool of 2,650 ideas."

Tech giants such as Facebook and Google are 
already famous for their hack-a-thons -- overnight 
events where employees are asked to ditch their 
regular work and concentrate on trying out something 
else within the company. According to Lobo, "These 
events encourage out-of-the-box thinking and 
inculcate the culture of rapid problem-solving using 
technology." Similarly, Infosys has its own global 
Hackathon, which is currently in its second season, to 
channel creative thinking among employees. Here, 
people are able to get hands-on experience with open 
source and proprietary software tools and 
technologies. It also provides a platform for 
employees to identify and engage with talented 
designers and developers.

??To ensure that employees have a holistic 
professional experience, it is necessary to encourage 
creativity in leisure spaces as well. With Google 
being the front runner, companies are now 
encouraging healthy environment through creatively 

A break-up is never pleasant, especially if the person in 
question happens to be a colleague. Mithila Mehta tells 
you how recover from a failed office romance
When an office romance fails, it is bound to create a 
rather messy situation. It is unlike a regular breakup 
simply because it is imperative to maintain a cordial 
relationship with the individual. You will run into each 
other every day, all the time. You may have to work 
together and speak to each other as though nothing is 
wrong. It is extremely hard, but must be done.
The most important thing is to ensure that a failed 
office relationship does not affect your productivity 
and performance. Let work be your priority, give it 
everything you have. Further, break-up histrionics will 
showcase you in a bad light at the workplace, affecting 
your credibility and professional image. For the sake of 
your career, putting on a brave face is very important. 
Quitting and moving to a new workplace may seem 
like a good idea, particularly if it is a painful breakup. 
Consider the option with a cool head, and avoid taking 
a hasty decision. Don't jeopardise your career over 
something as trivial as a failed romance.

Talk things out
No matter how badly things end, remember that neither 
of you would want the break-up to impact your 
professional lives. In that sense, you are both on the 
same side. Discuss the implications of ending the 
relationship in professional terms. Depending on what 
note you are parting on, try and establish some general 
ground rules to make things easier for both of you. "I 
was dating a colleague for almost two years, when 
things took a terrible turn due to family differences. We 
had to break up. We mutually decided to keep 
workplace interactions formal and dignified, and to 
keep our office friends out of the mess. Openly 
discussing these issues and jointly coming to a 
consensus ensured that the break-up was quiet and 
smooth," reveals Meera P, FMCG brand manager.

designed workspac?e?s, world-class sports 
facilities, recreational rooms, gyms, and even sleep 
pods for power naps.

The workplace?s? ha?ve ?become all the more 
dynamic and fast-paced. Invariably because of long 
shift hours, the office becomes a second home and 
the colleagues, an extended family. Sabbas Joseph, 
Director of one of the leading event management 
companies, Wizcraft shares, "For keeping the 
dynamism alive, we always host interesting 
activities that can help the Wizzes (team members) 
to get to know each other and more importantly, 
relieve stress. From quizzes to pop up shops, 
celebrating festivals together to dedicating an entire 
room with books and a music system for just 
'chilling'; I think it's extremely important for 
companies, especially those that require loads of 
creativity, to provide an outlet for people to engage 
and bond with each other as they serve as the best 
stress antidotes."? ? Companies have realized the 
importance of innovation and how encouraging 
creative activities can boost team morale. 
Venkatramana B, President, Group HR, Landmark 
Group India asserts that Landmark Group strongly 
believes in a culture of innovation and over the 
years has benefitted greatly from employee sourced 
solutions.

 He says, "Keeping the creative juices flowing is 
important for us and we continuously organize 
activities that encourage out-of-box thinking. Play 
in a Day or Theatre Methodology has been a very 
successful program for us, where various concepts. 
Be it business or soft skills, they are explained to 
employees through theater." He also talks about 
conducting an interesting engagement activity 
called Islempix, in which store teams are provided 
with various Olympic-like tasks and adds, "These 
activities are not only fun, but also increase 
employee morale, camaraderie and understanding 
between team members."

R Mahalakshmi, Director Human Resources, 
Mondelez India Foods Private Ltd stresses on 
having a 'thought diverse team' that work on the 
principle of 'crowdsourcing' to solve key business 
issues. She talks about putting the power in the 
hands of employees to create a powerful workplace 
that welcomes multiple perspectives and enables 
innovation at work.

In a similar way, Yes Bank encourages Owner-
Partner-Manager concept, where it empowers 
employees as owners and partners, who take full 
responsibility and accountability for self-
development and achievement of larger 
organizational goals. Deodutta Kurane, Group 
President, Human Capital Management, Yes Bank 
also emphasizes the need ?for? organizing various 
social, cultural and sports events that shape 
employee experience around recreational 
programmes, fostering meaningful engagement.? 
He affirms, "DICE (Design Thinking, Innovation 
and Creativity led Entrepreneurship) is the 
fundamental building block which defines Yes 
Bank's DNA and forms its ethos." ?

Creativity has always been a quest, but never a 
priority. Having the support system to encourage 
creativity is equally important. The urgency of the 
situation demands that a leader should engage the 
entire workforce, at the right time, in creative work. 
The idea that each employee has something creative 
to contribute is not a new one, but making it work 
has required imagination. Freeing up the power of 
the individual to create is the first step on the 
creative culture journey. 

How to deal with 

Workplace
Break-ups

trap is looking for a rebound relationship at the 
workplace. Steer clear, as this will only complicate 
matters further.

Maintain a distance
Give each other considerable time and space to recover 
from the break-up. While it may not be entirely possible 
to avoid workplace interactions, keep to the basics. 
Physical distance will dissipate the awkwardness faster. 
"Every time I saw my ex boyfriend in office, I would feel 
an overwhelming sense of sadness. I decided to keep out 
of his way as much as possible—keeping away from his 
cubicle, avoiding him in the pantry, keeping separate 
lunch hours. Out of sight really is out of mind," shares 
Meera. Delete each other from office communicators if 
necessary.

Don't involve others

Be professional
Try to keep your personal and professional selves 
separate. Don't let the breakup interfere with 
professional interactions, especially when working 
in a team. Give your ex the same respect you would 
give any other colleague. "Two colleagues in my 
team, who recently broke up, would unnecessarily 
bash each other's ideas during brainstorming 
sessions. Such behaviour is downright immature and 
should be avoided at all costs," advices Richa Dias, 
account planner at an advertising agency.
Maintain a dignified, composed front at the 
workplace. Breaking down or mud-slinging is a strict 
no-no. It doesn't matter whether you are unbelievably 
upset, angry, jilted or heartbroken. Unleash your 
acting skills - simply smile through it all. A common 

It is unfair and unprofessional to drag other colleagues 
into the break-up mess. Let the issues lie between the 
both of you. "Never stoop down to spreading rumours 
or nasty stories about your ex to other colleagues. It 
will simple create a vicious cycle. In fact, try not to 
speak about the break-up at all. No one needs to know 
what went wrong, how it happened, or any other such 
pr ivate  deta i ls ,"  advices  Dhaval  Mehta ,  
communication manager at a financial institution. 
Even if other colleagues ask you about the break-up, 
divulge as little as possible, especially if you don't 
want your personal life becoming the coffee machine 
gossip of the day.
An office break-up is sure to be a challenging time — 
but with a fair amount of tact, discretion and courage, it 
can be handled successfully. Give yourself some time, 
and things will fall into place.

a creative culture in the 

Workplace

Fostering 

Are you currently sitting at your 
desk, with your head in your 
hands, unsure whether you're in 
the right place? We give you a low-
down on the signs that tell you're 
ready for a new job.
When is it a risk well worth taking:
'Boring' becomes your favourite 

word

If you're so bored at work that 
updating your status on Facebook 
or re-tweeting posts is the only 
exciting thing that you do during 
the day, it's time to start updating 
your resume . Sometimes, things 
are a little slow if you're just 
learning the ropes or if you're in 
between projects, but if the 
idleness persists, you have to 
think about the situation and 
your career seriously.
You get mood swings often

How happy are you? If you're 
in a bad mood every other 
day, it is one major thing that 
indicates that you should 
leave your current job. It is 
absolutely normal to have a 
bad day once in a fortnight. It 
is a part of every job. But if 
you're dragging yourself to work 
forcefully everyday and then just 
sulking all day, start typing out that 
letter of resignation. Being 
depressed 8 hours a day, 40 hours a 
week is not acceptable where 
quality of life is concerned. If 
you're that unhappy in your current 
job, divert all your efforts in 
finding a better one instead of 
crying over it.
Lack of opportunities to grow

At some work places, you might 
like the kind of work you are doing 
and the kind of people you're 
working with but there's just no 
room to climb the ladder. That 
might be OK for a while, but after a 
point you might want to get better 
at your job. If you're already at the 
top of where you can go in your 
company but have started to crave 
something more, look at your 
current job as a stepping stone and 
resume-builder rather than 
somewhere you have to stay for 
good. If you're not feeling 

challenged, you're just going to 
end up feeling unhappy.
No social life

You have to put your best in 
whatever you do. There are times 
when you are expected to take on 
extra tasks or pitch in to finish up 
something on a tight deadline. But 
if you can't remember the last time 
you met your friends or went out 
on a family outing, you might 
want to opt for a job that 
consumes a little lesser time. Your 
work might be giving you the 
desired job satisfaction but having 
no life outside the office is 
unhealthy and can eventually lead 
to stress and anxiety.

You're underutilized

This might be the case with you. 
You have the skills that would be 
beneficial to your employer but 
you're not just getting the chance 
to prove your mettle, especially if 
you are hired for one thing but 
you're get t ing stuck with 
administrative tasks. Ask for 
some one-on-one time with your 
boss and explain the kind of work 
you would be interested in doing. 
Bring forth a clear picture. If 
you're still relegated to menial 
tasks, it may be time to move on.
You dream about quitting

If you're already at the stage of 
wishing for a new job or even 
thinking about doing anything but 
what you're doing, take those 
thoughts seriously and figure out 
what you want to do next. You 
need to be proactive when it 
comes to your career. Research on 
the  vacanc ies  a t  va r ious  
companies, polish your resume, 
and start applying for anything 
intriguing that comes up.

Are you stuck in 
the wrong job?

Workplace
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