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Noida.(Agency)
  The city's air quality deteriorated sharply 

in the past 24 hours, slipping from ‘poor' 
zone on Monday to ‘very poor' on 
Tuesday with an AQI of 378. AQI was 
297 on Monday.Three out of four active 
air monitoring stations reported readings 
above 300, with two stations crossing 
430. Sector 51 (436) and Vikas Sadan 
(434) recorded AQI readings in the 
‘severe' range. Similarly, Gwalphari 
(326) remained in the ‘very poor' 
category, while Teri Gram (288) stayed in 
the ‘poor' range.The city saw repeated 
pollution spikes since the start of the 
month, with readings crossing 300 on 
multiple days.The sharpest rise was 
recorded on Jan 9 (373), followed by Jan 
10 (349) and Jan 4 (333), suggesting that 
pollution levels in the city remained 
persistent despite brief fluctuations.

Health advisories caution that prolonged 
exposure to very poor air can trigger 

respiratory illness, particularly among 
children, elderly people, and those with 
pre-existing heart or lung ailments.The 
advisory displayed on the state 
dashboard notes that air quality at these 
high level can cause serious respiratory 
illness on prolonged exposure.An AQI 
between 301 and 400 is classified as 
‘very poor', a range associated with 
increased respiratory stress, especially 
for children, the elderly, and people with 
pre-existing conditions.Pollution levels 
fluctuated over the last few days. The city 
AQI was recorded at 349 on Jan 10, 
improved to 280 on Jan 11, rose again to 
297 on Jan 12, and then spiked to 371 on 
Tuesday, indicating a worsening trend.

Experts attribute such winter spikes to 
stagnant atmospheric conditions, 
including low wind speed and reduced 
mixing height, which trap pollutants 
closer to the surface.Emissions from 
vehicles, dust from construction activity, 

and local sources often accumulate in 
the absence of dispersal conditions, 
pushing air quality into hazardous 
categories.With calm winds, low 
mixing height and winter inversion 
trapping pollutants close to the surface, 
off ic ia ls  sa id  any s igni f icant  
improvement is currently unlikely 
unless weather conditions change, such 
as the arrival of stronger winds or 
rainfall.Residents were advised to 
avoid prolonged outdoor exposure, 
especially during peak hours, and to 
limit outdoor exercise until pollution 
levels improve.Meanwhile, Delhi's air 
quality has deteriorated to the ‘very 
poor' zone with an AQI of 360. It was 
recorded at 297 in the ‘poor' range a day 
before on Monday.The air quality index 
is likely to stay in the ‘very poor' 
category in the city until Jan 16 and 
even after, according to the Centre's Air 
Quality Early Warning .

Haryana to set up model Sanskriti colleges in all 
districts, announces Rs 20-crore research fund

Blame it on met factors, air quality in 
Gurgaon turns ‘very poor’ after 2 days

Tanker prices rise amid short supply in 
Gurgaon, MCG starts emergency service

Gurgaon.(Agency)
A leakage in the 1,600 mm master water 

pipeline at Chandu Budhera water 
treatment plant (WTP) has disrupted 
supply from one of the city's main 
water sources, with new sectors 
bearing the brunt.Areas severely 
affected by the disruption include 
sectors 3, 4, 5, 7, 9, 11 and 12 as well as 
sectors 81 to 115. Several other areas — 
such as Chandu village, Dhankot, 
sectors 10, 33, 37D, and 38, along with 
the Sector 51 boosting station serving 
sectors 42 to 74, and Badshapur village 
—  a l s o  f a c e d  m a j o r  s u p p l y  
disruptions.The leak was detected on 
Friday after the pipeline shrank due to 
variations in temperature.

The situation worsened as repair work 
could not be immediately carried out 
due to heavy water accumulation inside 
the water treatment plant , which first 
needed to be dewatered. The problem 
escalated on Monday when the repair 
work undertaken to plug the leakage 
failed because of backflow in the 
pipeline.Officials said the damage was 
caused by extreme cold conditions.

"The pipeline is made of steel. During 
very low temperatures, the metal 
contracts, which causes joints to 
loosen. This led to the leakage. 

Water leaked out due to the joint failure 
and it was necessary to dewater the site, 
which took time before cayying out the 
repair work," the official added.At 8pm 
on Tuesday, GMDA said that the repair 
work to plug the leakage in the 1,600-
mm diameter pipeline at WTP Chandu 
Budhera was completed. Officials said 
teams have been deployed to open the 
sluice valve and water supply is 
expected to be restored within the next 
few hours. Most housing societies and 
MCG's supply boosters are expected to 
start receiving water between 11pm and 
midnight. Supply conditions across 
most connections are likely to improve 
by Wednesday."Once the supply is 
restarted, it will take time for water to 
circulate across the city as the pipeline 
needs to be filled completely," an 
official said. "Water generally reaches 
tail-end areas with some delay.”

DEHLI/NCR

Roads under water; trees & poles 
uprooted: Cities on knees again

Noida/Ghaziabad. The showers that started Friday 
and continued on Sunday has led to heavy 
waterlogging in Noida and Ghaziabad.

A park for children in Noida Sector 51 has turned into 
a shallow pool, while parks and green belts in 
sectors 119, 12, 30, 120, etc., also remained out of 
bounds due to flooding.Low-lying areas, like 
Botanical Garden Metro station in Noida and Jagat 
Farm Market in Greater Noida, are under at least 
two feet of water. Meanwhile, residents reported 
flooded roads and basements in Noida sectors 22, 
30, 36, 51, 62, 71, 104, 105, 72, 117, 122, 99, 
etc.The picture is similar in Ghaziabad, with Abhay 
Khand, Loni, and Muradnagar facing waterlogging.

Late on Sunday, following reports of 12 people stuck 
in Tronica City due to heavy waterlogging, a team 
of Ghaziabad NDRF carried out a rescue operation. 
Considering a warning of heavy rain ahead, NDRF 
teams are on high alert for emergency response in 
Noida and Ghaziabad.Residents blamed the 
authorities for not taking adequate measures to 
check flooding.“The Noida Authority failed to 
prepare for the monsoon in advance. All its claims 
have fallen flat. In Sector 51, people are wading 
through one-and-a-half feet to two feet of water. 
The Sunday showers also left houses and basements 
flooded.

News box

Man rents Gurgaon flat to six 
foreigners without police 
verification, arrested

Gurgaon.(Agency)
A man has been arrested for allegedly renting out his flat to 

six foreigners without police verification. The accused 
had not filled mandatory C-Forms for police 
verification. The arrest followed a police check 
conducted on Sunday at M3M Woodshire Society in 
Sector 107 by a team from Rajendra Park police 
station.During the verification drive, police found six 
foreigners staying in a flat without the required 
documentat ion or  pr ior  in t imat ion to  the  
authorities."During the investigation, police examined 
documents related to the flat owner and found that he had 
neither informed the police about the stay of foreign 
nationals nor filled the mandatory C-Form, which is 
required under the rules. When questioned, the flat 
owner failed to provide any satisfactory explanation," a 
police officer said.Police filed an FIR against Ashmit 
Grover, a Dwarka resident, at Rajendra Park police 
station, following which he was arrested on 
Monday.Police cautioned hotel operators, guest house 
owners and those running homestays to ensure timely 
filling of C-Forms for foreign nationals and to inform the 
concerned police station about their stay, warning that 

Gurgaon.(Agency)
 Gurgaon: Haryana chief minister Nayab 

Singh Saini on Monday announced two 
major initiatives aimed at reforming 
higher education in the state, the creation 
of a Rs 20-crore Haryana state research 
fund and the establishment of a Model 
Sanskriti College in every district.The 
chief minister made the announcement 
whi le  address ing  a  p re -Budge t  
consultation meeting with educationists 
and women representatives in Gurgaon.

Emphasising the importance of research in 
academia, Saini said research and 
innovation form the core of higher 
education and the newly created fund 
would strengthen academic inquiry and 
knowledge creation across universities 
and government colleges. "Research and 
innovation are the essence of higher 
education," he said, adding that the fund 

would help build a robust research 
ecosystem in the state.He said the govt has 
resolved to upgrade one government 
college in each of the 22 districts into a 
Model Sanskriti College, with full 
implementation of the National Education 
Policy (NEP) by the 2026–27 academic 
session. These colleges, he said, will focus 
on holistic learning, modern teaching 
tools and stronger institutional linkages in 
l ine  wi th  NEP-2020 .Sa in i  a l so  
highlighted the recent launch of the NEEV 
Portal, an intelligent data-driven system 
designed to bridge gaps between policy 
formulation and execution.

Recalling last year's Budget, the chief 
minister said the govt had allocated Rs 
21,893 crore for the education sector after 
incorporating 63 suggestions received 
from stakeholders. He said key initiatives 
announced included Model Sanskriti 
Schools, two-shift school operations, 

STEM laboratories and student linkages 
with premier institutions such as ISRO 
and DRDO.The chief minister underlined 
that women's welfare will remain a 
priority in the upcoming Budget. He said 
Rs 2,101.55 crore was allocated to the 
Women and Child Development 
Department in the previous Budget, 
nearly half of which has already been 
utilised. He cited schemes such as Lado 
Lakshmi Yojana, the expanded Kishori 
Yojana and the construction of women's 
hostels in six districts. He also noted that 
2,000 Anganwadi centres are being 
upgraded into Saksham Anganwadi 
Centres.Saini assured that all meaningful 
suggestions received during the 
consultation would be considered for 
inclusion in the 2026–27 Budget. Senior 
officials from the Education and Women 
and Child Development departments were 
present at the meeting.

Noida.(Agency
 Tankers are in high demand. As the water 

crisis deepened, residents across the city 
were seen frantically calling them on 
Tuesday, with most tankers remaining 
unavailable and those still operating 
sharply hiking their rates."We are 
calling vendors, officials and everyone 
we know, but there are no clear 
answers," said PN Mishra, the RWA 
general secretary of Suncity Avenue in 
Sector 102, adding, "Vendors are saying 
they do not have the bandwidth to 
supply because the demand is 
o v e r w h e l m i n g .  R e s i d e n t s  a r e  
questioning us every day."Tankers that 
were available for Rs 1,300 until 
Monday were being quoted for Rs 2,000 
or 2,500 a day later, adding to the 
distress of residents, who were 
dependent almost entirely on private 
water supply since Saturday.The crisis 
was triggered by major repair work 
being undertaken by GMDA on a 
damaged joint of a 1,600-mm master 
pipeline connected to the Chandu 

Budhera water treatment plant, one of 
the city's main water supply sources. 
The disruption affected large parts of the 
city, pushing residential societies into 
emergency arrangements.

When shortages arise due to laxity on part 
of the civic agency, "the burden should 
not fall on citizens", Suncity RWA 
chairperson Kusum Sharma told TOI.

PN Mishra (Suncity Avenue) said, "We 
have been dependent on tankers since 
Saturday. Our daily requirement is 
around 30 tankers, but on most days we 
are managing with barely 15. On 
Tuesday, only five tankers arrived."

The shrinking supply also triggered sharp 
price escalation. Neeraj Yadav, a 
resident of South City 2, said tanker 
availability itself became uncertain.

"Tankers that were available at Rs 1,300 
on Monday were charging Rs 1,500 on 
Tuesday. Some vendors stopped 
responding altogether. I am now forced 
to buy bottled water even for cooking 
and drinking," Yadav said.At Imperial 

Gardens in Sector 102, the crisis is 
causing a heavy financial burden on 
residents. Sunil Sareen, vice-president 
of the RWA, said around Rs 2 lakh was 
already spent on private tankers over the 
past three to four days. "Despite 
spending so much, water quality is a 
serious concern. Total dissolved solids 
(TDS) levels often exceed permissible 
limits and sourcing tankers became 
extremely difficult due to the sheer 
demand from nearby societies," he said.

With complaints pouring in, MCG on 
Tuesday began deploying water tankers 
to multiple areas. 

"We were sending water tankers to 
different parts of the city as residents 
were complaining about the water 
supply. Tankers were sent mostly to 
sectors 7, 9, 10, New Colony and 
surrounding areas," an MCG official 
said. The official added that earlier in the 
day, residents created a ruckus at the 
New Colony boost ing s tat ion,  
prompting the deployment of police to 
control the situation.Chairman of 

Malibu RWA's Federation Vijay Shiv 
Nath said, "The disruption occurred 
suddenly and without prior intimation, 
leaving us with no time to store water or 
regulate supply in a staggered manner." 
He added that Malibu Towne, developed 
in 1995, has limited underground 
reservoir capacity, which is inadequate 
for prolonged emergencies. "Our 
tubewells were sealed by the town 
planning department (enforcement) 
about three years ago following 
complaints. This significantly reduced 
our ability to manage shortages during 
unforeseen disruptions," he said.

Kusum Sharma (Suncity) added that 
tanker rates spiralled sharply during the 
crisis. "Tankers that were earlier 
available for around Rs 750 are now 
quoted at Rs 1,200 or even more. Water 
tanker rates need to be regulated by the 
govt. Deployment of govt tankers, strict 
action against overcharging and 
immediate price control measures are 
u rg e n t l y  r e q u i r e d  t o  p r e v e n t  
exploitation," she said.

Key accused held in 
kidnapping case in Gurgaon, 
plot linked to money dispute

Noida razes walls built on 
dry ponds, reclaim land

3 of  family found dead at 
room in Faridabad, cops 
suspect suffocation

Ghaziabad.(Agency)
 The city witnessed widespread defacement since 

Monday as posters welcoming BJP national president 
Nitin Nabin, Haryana CM Nayab Singh Saini and other 
BJP functionaries were put up across public spaces by 
party workers and councillors.The posters appeared on 
flyovers, walls and other public infrastructure across 
multiple areas.MCG officials did not respond to calls 
on the matter.Haryana BJP media in-charge, Arvind 
Saini, said it is normal practice for party workers to put 
up banners and posters to welcome leaders.

"The party is always mindful about hygiene and 
cleanliness and follows the law," said Saini. He, 
however, clarified that banners and posters are 
removed after the events.In the previous MCG House 
tenure, councillors raised issues of defacement. 
However, several councillors have now put up the 
welcome banners across the city. As per the Haryana 
Prevention of Defacement of the Property Act, 1989, 
any form of writing, painting, advertisement, poster, or 
banner on public property without prior approval is a 
punishable offence. 

Welcome posters for new BJP 
chief  and CM deface 
Gurgaon’s walls, flyovers

Gurgaon.(Agency)
Three members of a family were found dead under 

suspicious circumstances in Faridabad on Tuesday 
afternoon. Police, who suspected suffocation due to a 
brazier (angithi), are awaiting autopsy reports to 
ascertain the exact cause of death of the three — Ramesh 
Yadav (21), his wife Mamta (27) and their son Chhotu 
(4) — at their rented room in Sarurpur Colony.

"A brazier was found placed inside an iron bucket," a 
police officer said. Police are also checking if the three 
died due to food poisoning. Officials said no visible 
injury marks were found on the bodies. Blood was 
observed coming from Ramesh's nose, which, 
according to police, could be linked to suffocation and a 
sudden rise in blood pressure. 

Cracker sparks burn down 3 shops, 6 bikes

After Indore tragedy, Noida turns the 
tap on water supply scrutiny

Noida.(Agency)
 Days after several people died from water 

contamination in Indore, Noida and 
Greater Noida authorities have ordered 
technical audits of their drinking water 
systems — covering pipelines, 
reservoirs and water ATMs — and asked 
officials to collect samples across 
sectors to rule out any risk of 
contamination.In Noida, the decision 
was taken at a high-level meeting 
chaired on Friday by Authority CEO 
Lokesh M, who reviewed public health 
issues, civic infrastructure, water supply 
and sanitation, and issued strict 
directions to officials.A committee of 

senior water department officials was 
formed to carry out the audit."We have 
ordered a thorough technical audit of the 
water supply system, including 
pipelines, reservoirs and water ATMs, to 
ensure that residents receive safe and 
clean drinking water," Lokesh M said. 
He added that water samples would be 
collected from different sectors and a 
detailed report submitted "at the 
earliest" to ensure there is no 
contamination threat in the city.The 
CEO also reviewed the status of the 80-
cusec Ganga water project and asked 
officials to complete all pending work 
by this month.

Gurgaon.(Agency)
It was a contract killing in which the maternal cousin of the 

Sector 34 canteen owner, who was found dead a week 
back, hired an accomplice for Rs 10 lakh to execute the 
crime.The accused learnt methods of committing the 
murder and evading the police by watching videos on 
YouTube, the probe into the murder of Sanjay Sharma 
has found. Sources said that the accused used a country-
made weapon in the crime.The Palam Vihar crime 
branch team, led by inspector Jaibir, arrested the two 
accused in the case and is searching for other associates 
involved in the conspiracy.

Sanjay (50) was shot dead near Rama Park in Sector 37D 
on Jan 6 while on his way to work. He was found lying in 
a pool of blood outside his car around 7.10am and was 
declared dead at Civil Hospital in Sector 10.

Police earlier arrested Gurudatt Sharma alias Baleshwar 
Sharma (56) from Dehradun on Saturday and then 
nabbed Anil (48), a private bus driver from 
Muzaffarnagar, on Monday. Gurudatt was Sanjay's 
maternal cousin and knew Anil for nearly a decade. The 
accused were tracked down following technical 
surveillance and analysis of movement patterns, police 
said.Gurudatt paid Anil the amount for surveillance and 
execution of the murder. "Gurudatt got the recce of the 
victim done through Anil and other associates before 
committing the crime," police spokesperson Sandeep 
Kumar said.Gurudatt ran a café in Dehradun. During 
interrogation, the accused said they planned the murder 
for several weeks and used "online videos to chalk out 
the execution and their escape plan".

Police said the two cousins — Sanjay and Gurudatt — 
earlier ran a construction and crusher gravel business 
together, which shut down over a decade ago after 
disputes. The rivalry deepened over the years and 
Gurudatt allegedly nursed a personal grudge against 
Sanjay, blaming him for family issues, including his 
son's suicide recently.On Jan 6, the accused and their 
associates followed Sanjay's car from his home and 
rammed it near Rama Park, forcing him to stop.

When Sanjay stepped out, they tried to push him into their 
vehicle. When he resisted, Gurudatt allegedly fired at 
him from close range, killing him on the spot, police 
said.Investigators said CCTV footage from the area is 
being analysed to identify other suspects. Police earlier 
said there were no bloodstains inside Sanjay's car, 
indicating the shooting took place outside the vehicle.

Canteen owner shot in 
contract hit in Gurgaon, cousin 
hired killer for s 10L; two held

Noida.(Agency)
The district administration on 

Tu e s d a y  c a r r i e d  o u t  a  
demolition drive in Bilaspur, 
clearing encroachments from 
govt land, including two village 
ponds, and reclaiming property 
worth an estimated Rs 5.5 
crore.The action followed 
r epo r t s  o f  unau tho r i s ed  
occupation of rain-fed village 
ponds that had dried up in recent 
w e e k s . O f f i c i a l s  s a i d  
encroachers had constructed 
boundary walls around the 
ponds and were in the process of 
converting the land into 
residential plots.

A revenue official from Sadar 
tehsil said the encroachment 
was being carried out by local 
property dealers who routinely 
target govt land. "Their modus 
operandi is to first make 
boundary walls around parcels 
of govt land and then take 
m o n e y  f r o m  p o o r  a n d  
vulnerable people on the pretext 
of ‘selling' this land. Many 
buyers are unaware that the land 
belongs to the govt and later end 

up facing losses and legal 
t r o u b l e , "  t h e  o f f i c i a l  
s a i d . O f f i c i a l s  s a i d  t h e  
encroachments had come up 
over the past week. Locals 
noticed the sudden construction 
activity around the ponds and 
alerted officials of the Sadar 
tehsil. Acting on the complaint, 
revenue teams conducted a site 
inspection and confirmed the 
al legat ions.Officials  said 

multiple notices were issued to 
the encroachers, directing them 
to remove the illegal structures 
v o l u n t a r i l y .  W h e n  t h e  
encroachments were not cleared 
despite repeated warnings, the 
district administration decided 
to proceed with demolition.On 
Tuesday, teams from the 
r e v e n u e  d e p a r t m e n t ,  
a c c o m p a n i e d  b y  p o l i c e  
personnel, demolished the 

boundary walls and cleared the 
land. Officials said the ponds 
have been restored and steps 
will be taken to prevent future 
e n c r o a c h m e n t .  " I f  t h e  
encroachers try to encroach the 
land again, the administration 
will move to register an FIR 
against them," the official said.

Sub-divis ional  magis t ra te  
(Sadar) Ashutosh Gupta said 
the administration is adopting a 

z e ro - to l e r ance  app roach  
towards illegal occupation.
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Speeding SUV hits divider,
overturns; one dies, 6 hurt

New Delhi: A 26-year-old youth lost his life while six
sustained injuries after a speeding SUV rammed into a
divider and overturned near Barapulla Flyover in
Southeast Delhi, police said on Monday. The police
acted swiftly on a PCR call was received at Sunlight
Colony Police Station regarding a road accident involv-
ing a Mahindra make Scorpio SUV at 2:30 pm. During
preliminary enquiry it was revealed the deceased Harsh
was driving the vehicle. While six occupants named
Nikhil, Gagan, Bhisam, Maan, Yuvraj and Himanshu, all
aged 19-26 are undergoing
treatment at AIIMS trau-
ma center. An FIR has
been logged and a further
investigation is underway.

Gangster’s son-in-law arrested after Shootout
New Delhi: Delhi Police Special Cell arrested Ankit Maan (28), son-in-law of notorious gangster Rajesh Bawana, follow-

ing a gunfight near Bawana on the Munak Canal road on Thursday. Police said Maan, wanted in multiple cases including
murder, extortion, and armed violence, was spotted riding a motorcycle from Ghongha village towards Dariyapur at around
5:30 am. When signalled to stop, he opened fire with an automatic pistol. Officers returned fire, hitting Maan in the right
knee and incapacitating him. Head Constable Amit Kumar, protected by a bulletproof jacket, escaped unhurt. Authorities
recovered an automatic pistol, three live cartridges, four
empty cartridges of 7.65 mm calibre, and the motorcycle
used by the accused. A case has been registered under the
relevant sections of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita and the
Arms Act. Maan, a resident of Bajitpur Thakran in Bawana,
is a known associate of the Rajesh Bawana gang and had
reportedly taken over gang
operations during Rajesh’s
imprisonment. Police said
he had absconded after
interim bail in September
2025 and was involved in
extortion, targeted attacks,
and the murder of Ajay
Dabas. 
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Malagar khamano 

Fatehgarh Sahib, 14,
January:  Technical and
Mechanical Employees
Union (Reg. DMF), an
organization of field
employees of PWD
Bhawan and Roads, Water
Supply and Sanitation,
Irrigation and Sewerage
Board, has dedicated the
calendar of the year 2026
to the field employees of
the Water Supply and
Sanitation Department
who risked their lives dur-
ing the Corona epidemic
and provided uninterrupt-
ed supply of drinking
water to the people and
who have died while on
duty, informing the press,
the state executive presi-
dent Malagar Singh
Khamano, vice president
Didar Singh Dhillon,
assistant finance secre-
tary Bhushan Kumar
Goyal said that the organ-
ization has taken various
regular and contract
workers' organizations of
the department along
with  The PWD Water

Supply Coordination
Struggle Committee was
formed to mobilize the
main demand of providing
jobs to the kin of
deceased employees on
compassionate grounds,
and even today the Joint
Struggle Committee is
struggling with the gov-
ernment and officials on
this demand on a priority
basis. He said that it was
due to the hard work of
these field employees that
the 'Har Ghar Jal' mission
was successful under the
guidelines of the Central
Government and the State
Government, today
Punjab is playing a lead-
ing role in India for clean
drinking water.  It is
because of the hard work
of these field employees
that the Punjab govern-
ment has received an
award from the central
government under the
Har Ghar Jal Mission.
Even today, hundreds of
regular and contract field
employees in the depart-
ment are continuing the
supply of drinking water
uninterruptedly despite

the severe cold. Even
now, each employee is
spending from his own

pocket to repair the
pipelines. He said that the
current government of
Punjab, which used to
claim to run through the
villages, has cut the rural
allowance and other
allowances, instead of
paying the field employ-
ees their wages. For the
restoration of which, the

field employees under the
leadership of the organi-
zation are making a big

contribution to the joint
employee movement. All
the field employees will
participate in the district-
level protests on January
16 by the organization,
the United Kisan
Morcha, regarding the
Electricity Bill 2025,
Labor Code, MNREGA,
Seed Law and other

demands.  In the meet-
ing, it was announced to
strongly suppor t the

Powercom Outsourcing
Suppor t Billing Meter
Reader Union's Januar y
19 and Teachers' Justice
Committee's Moga

protests. These leaders
demanded from the
Cabinet Minister of
Water Supply and
Sanitation Depar tment
Hardeep Singh
Mundian that immedi-
ate action should be
taken regarding the pro-
motions of grade four
employees with the
coordination protest
committee and the
employees should be
promoted, and the poli-
cy of panchayatization
of water supply
schemes should be
stopped. On this occa-
sion, Baljit Singh
Hindupur, Sukh Ram
Kalewal, Karam Singh,
Jasbir Singh Dhyanu
Majra, Saroop Singh
Majri, Tarlochan Singh,
Lakhbir Singh Adi were
present. 

Technical and Mechanical Employees Union
(Reg. No. 36) Punjab releases calendar

The calendar of the year 2026 was dedicated to the employees who died while
on duty in the Water Supply and Sanitation Department

NAME CHANGE
I, hitherto known as PINKU KUMAR
S/O UMAKANT PRASAD R/O A-345
Pandav Nagar, Patel Nagar, S.O,
Central Delhi, Delhi-110008 have
changed my name and shall here-
after be known as CHIRANJEEV
THAKUR.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is a general information that I,
CHANCHAL RANI D/o BHAGWAN
DASS and Ex-wife of JITENDRA
residing at H.NO-203/20, STREET
NO-2, OM NAGAR, GURGAON,
HARYANA-122001, declare that I got
divorced from my husband vide court
degree No-HMA-1752-2024 dated
06/08/2025. Further I have changed
the name of my minor daughter name-
ly Baby of CHANCHAL alias DIVYAN-
SHI aged 6 years and she shall here-
after be known as DIVYANSHI.

NAME CHANGE
I Animesh Rout S/o Nanda Kishore
Rout R/o Tentol, Cuttack, Odisha -
754200, have changed my name to
Bhagyadhar Rout

NAME CHANGE
I, NEERAJ S/O RAJENDER SINGH
R/O H.No 12 Manohar Pana, VPO:
Kair, Kair, South West Delhi, Delhi-
110043 have changed the name of my
minor daughter namely GARIMA
aged 14 years and she shall hereafter
be known as TUSHTI.

NAME CHANGE
I, hitherto Known as MEENA DEVI
W/O CHATURI R/O A-274/A, Begum
Vihar, ABlock, Begumpur, North West
Delhi, Delhi-110086 have changed
my name and shall hereafter be
known as MAINA.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as Mohd Khizar S/o
Mohd Islam R/o 2754, Mohalla
Niyariyan G.B Road, Delhi G.P.O.,
North Delhi, Delhi-110006 have
changed my name and shall hereafter
be known as Mohammad Khizar.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as Kamla Adhikari
D/o Gopal Adhikari R/o D-II-3, Road
No-4, Andrews Ganj, Andrewsganj,
South Delhi, Delhi-110049 have
changed my name and shall here-
after be known as Kashish.

NAME CHANGE
I SUMAN W/O SATPAL residing at
House No. 480, Village Auchandi,
Delhi-110039, have changed the
name of my minor daughter ECCHA
alias ICHA aged 15 years and she
shall hereafter be known as PRAGATI.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as Imdad Hussain
Ansari S/o Bassu R/o C-10/130,
Yamuna Vihar, Garhi Mendu,
Seelampur, North Fast Delhi,
Delhi-110053 have changed my
name and shall hereafter be known
as Imdad Hussain.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as Jamilan Ansari W/o
Imdad Hussain Ansari R/o C-10/130,
C10-Block, Yamuna Vihar, Delhi-
110053 have changed my name and
shall hereafter be known as Jamilan.

NAME CHANGE
I, SANJEEV KUMAR S/O RAMAU-
TAR SINGH residing at E-1433,
Jahangipuri, E-Block, Po: N.S. Mandi,
Dist: North West Delhi, Delhi-110033,
have changed the name of my minor
daughter PLAK KUMARI aged 12
years and she shall hereafter be
known as PALAK KUMARI.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I,
Mujassam Khan S/o Noor Alam Khan
R/o House No-415, Pocket-8, Sector-
A5, Narela, North West Delhi, Delhi-
110040 declare that name of mine,
my father and my mother has been
wrongly written as Mujjasam, Noor
Aalam and Jasimun Khatoon in my
10th and 12th Class Educational
Documents. The actual name of
mine, my father and my mother are
Mujassam Khan, Noor Alam Khan
and Jasimun Khatun.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I
PATIL KUMAR S/O PHOOL SINGH
R/O 1/2018, UPPER GROUND
FLOOR, EAST RAM NAGAR
SHAHDARA, DELHI-110032,
declare that name of mine has been
wrongly written as PATI KUMAR in
my all educational documents and
service record. The actual name of
mine is PATIL KUMAR which may be
amended accordingly.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I ASH-
WANI KUMAR BAGRI S/O
SURINDER KUMAR R/O H.No.
10824, Gali No. 16, Near Pratap
Nagar Metro Station, Andha Mugal,
Pratap Nagar, North Delhi, Delhi-
110007, declare that name of mine
and my father have been wrongly
written as ASHWANI BAGRI and
SURINDER BAGRI in my Voter ID
Card No. SNJ0591222 and name of
mine has been wrongly written as
ASHWANI KUMAR in my Pan Card
No. ATLPK5952D and in my Caste
Certificte No. 889. The actual name of
mine and my father are ASHWANI
KUMAR BAGRI and SURINDER
KUMAR respectively which may be
amended accordingly.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I RAJ
KUMAR SHARMA S/O RAM
DULARAY SHARMA R/O E-33/A,
Block-E, Phase-V, Om Vihar, Delhi-
110059, declare that name of mine
and my wife have been wrongly writ-
ten as RAM KUMAR SHARMA and
BEENA in my minor son namely
SHIV PRAKASH aged 17 years in his
10th class educational documents.
The actual name of mine and my wife
are RAJ KUMAR SHARMA and
VEENA respectively, which may be
amended accordingly.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I
NAVNEET S/O RAM SHINGAR
SINGH R/O H.No.-185, Gali No.-9,
Govind Vihar, Karawal Nagar, North
East Delhi, Delhi-110094, declare
that name of my father has been
wrongly written as RAMSRINGAR in
my all educational documents. The
actual name of my father is RAM
SHINGAR SINGH which may be
amended accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
I, Jitendra Rajak S/o Shivbrat Rajak
R/o Chanda Par PO-Bhadwa Bazar,
Bhadwa Aurangabad, Bhadwa
Bazar, Bihar - 824122, have changed
my minor daughter’s name from Silfa
Kumari aged 14 years to Rani
Kumari forever

NAME CHANGE
I, Sandhya Chauhan D/o Shravan
Bag Dongi Chauhan R/o House
No.90, Railway Bangla Para,
Raigarh, Ward No.39, Raigarh,
Chhattisgarh - 496001, hereby
undertake that I, Sandhya Chauhan
want to change my name to Sanavya
Chauhan and gender as MALE

NAME CHANGE
I Parvati Bai  D/o Morulal Lodwal
and W/o Munnalal Nihore R/o 185,
Pancham Ki Phel, Malwa Mill,
Sheela Kirana Ke Pas, Indore,
Vallabhnagar, Indore, Madhya
Pradesh - 452003, have changed
my name to Shani Bai Nihore.

NAME CHANGE
I Rajesh Sancheti S/o Nathmal
Sancheti R/o SY No. 129/1. H.No.6-
34-017, Kaizen Colony, Bapuji Nagar,
Near Ashoka Gardens, Bowenpally,
Secunderabad, VTC- Tirumalagiri,
PO- Bowenpally, District- Hyderabad,
Telangana - 500011, have changed
my name to Rakesh Sancheti

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for generaI information that, I,
VIKASH CHAURASIA S/o SHEO
NATH CHAURASIA, R/o D-25B, 2nd
Floor, Gali No.8, Dashrath Puri, Near
Shani Mandir, Dabri, Palam Village,
South West Delhi, Delhi-110045,
declare that name of mine and my
father has been wrongly written as
VIKASH and S N CHAURASIA in my
driving License NO.P0903
2006387181. Name of mine has been
wrongly written as VIKASH in my
Passport No.J0039206 and 10th cer-
tificate.The actual name of mine and
my father are VIKASH CHAURASIA
and SHEO NATH CHAURASIA,
respectively which may be amended
accordingly.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I,
PRIYANKA KHANDELWAL alias
PRIYANKA ASHIT KHANDELWAL
alias PRIYANKA JINDAL D/O
SURINDER KUMAR JINDAL and ex-
wife of ASHIT KAILASH KHANDELW-
AL R/O 1-A, Third Floor, Gautam
Nagar, New Delhi, Gautam Nagar, PO:
Andrewsganj, Dist: South Delhi, Delhi-
110049, declare that I got divorce from
my husband vide court decree No.
P.A.No.1099/2024, Judgement, dated
26-03-2025. Further, I have changed
my name and shall hereafter be known
as PRIYANKA JINDAL.

NAME CHANGE
I MOHD ISAK  S/O  REHMATR/O VIL-
LAGE PACHANKA HATHIN PALWAL
HARYANA 121103  HAVE CHANGED
MY NAME TO MOHD ISHAK

NAME CHANGE
I MANINDRA SINGH S/O CHANDRA
R/O H NO-1/4261 STREET NO-6
RAM NAGAR EXTENSION MAN-
DOLI ROAD SHAHDARA DELHI-
110032 HAVE CHANGED MY NAME
TO MANINDER SINGH

NAME CHANGE
I SANJEEV SAINI S/O SUBHASH
CHAND SAINI R/O H.NO 3695
MAMAN STREET, PAHARI DHIRAJ
DELHI -110006, I have changed my
name to SANJEEV KUMAR SAINI
Permanently for all Future purpose

NAME CHANGE
I SUBASH CHAND SAINI S/O RAMS-
INGH SAINI R/O H.NO- 3695 GALI
NO JAMADAR , PAHARI DHIRAJ
SADAR BAZAR DELHI-110006, I have
changed my name to SUBHASH
CHAND SAINI Permanently for all
Future purpose

NAME CHANGE
I SANJEEV KUMAR SURYAN
S/O RAM NIWAS R/O , T-12
PREM NAGAR-2 KIRARI SULE-
MAN NAGAR DELHI-110086, I
have changed my name to SAN-
JEEV KUMAR Permanently for all
Future purpose

NAME CHANGE
I NASEEM AHMED S/O ABDUL
MALIK R/O 165 MASJID TEHWAR
KHAN NAYA BANS DELHI-110006
, I have changed my name to
MOHD NASIM Permanently for all
Future purpose

NAME CHANGE
I, Neeraj s/o Kunwar Pal R/o H.
No.9/4788, Gali No.8, Old
Seelampur, Gandhi Nagar, Delhi,
East Delhi-110031 have changed
my name to Neeraj Kumar for all
future purposes

NAME CHANGE
I, praveen Kumar S/O: Shivcharan,
R/O MANPUR, Manipur, Aligarh,
Gidauli, Uttar Pradesh, 202124,
have changed the name of my
minor daughter Lavniya aged 8
years and she shall hereafter be
known as Lavi Sharma.

NAME CHANGE
I, NISHA GAHLOT wife of Shri
Sudhir Singh, resident of H.No. 41A,
Village Pochapur,  Sector-23,
Dwarka, New Delhi-110077, declare
that my name “NISHA GAHLOT”
was wrongly mentioned in my son’s
(Samrat Singh Sehrawat) birth cer-
tificate bearing no.MCDOLIR-0114-
006168832 as “NISHA”. But my real
and correct name is “NISHA
GAHLOT”. That “NISHA GAHLOT”
and “NISHA” is the same and one
same person.

NAME CHANGE
I, SUNITA SEHRAWAT W/o VED
PRAKASH SEHRAWAT R/O
HOUSE NO. 1138A NEAR DADA
BAHIYA, BAWANA, DELHI-110039
have changed my name to SUNITA
DEVI for all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that I,
PUSHPA RANI W/O MUKESH
KUMAR R/O J-2/90, J J Colony,
Wazirpur, Ashok Vihar, PO: Ashok
Vihar, Dist: North West Delhi, Delhi-
110052 declare that the name of
mine and my husband has been
wrongly written as PUSHPA and DR
MUKESH KUMAR in my minor son
namely DHRUVESH KUMAR aged
16 Years in his 10th Class
Educational Documents. The actual
name of mine and my husband are
PUSHPA RANI and MUKESH
KUMAR respectively which may be
amended accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
I,Ravi Kant Yadav S/O Ran Singh
R/O B-112gf, Omicron-1, Greater
Noida, Gautam Budh Nagar, Uttar
Pradesh -201306, Have Changed
My Name to Ravi Kant for All
Future Purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, PATIL GUNDU APPAJI, is legally
father of No. 2809595X, Rank – Hav,
Name – PATIL VITTAL GUNDU, At –
Hajgoli, Post – Hajgoli, Teh –
Chandgad, Dist – Kolhapur, State –
Maharashtra, Pin – 416507, have
changed my name from PATIL
GUNDU APPAJI to GUNDU APPAJI
PATIL and corrected my date of birth
from 12/03/1967 to 04/06/1964 for all
future purposes. Vide affidavit dated
14/01/2026 before Public Notary, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, PATIL ANANDI GUNDU, is legally
mother of No. 2809595X, Rank –
Hav, Name – PATIL VITTAL GUNDU,
At – Hajgoli, Post – Hajgoli, Teh –
Chandgad, Dist – Kolhapur, State –
Maharashtra, Pin – 416507, have
changed my name from PATIL
ANANDI GUNDU to ANANDIBAI
GUNDU PATIL and corrected my
date of birth from 01/05/1973 to
01/01/1969 for all future purposes.
Vide affidavit dated 14/01/2026
before Public Notary, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, Parkash s/o Ramfal R/o E-57,
Dakshin Puri,Dr Ambedkar Nagar,
Delhi-110062 have changed my name
to Prakash for all future purposes

NAME CHANGE
I, SARFARAJ MOHD S/o JAN MOHD,
R/o GAJARPUR(166), GHASERA,
MEWATNUH, HARYANA-122103 have
changed my name to MOHAMMAD
SARFARAJ for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, BAFEENA W/o JAAN MOHD, R/o
GAJARPUR(166), GHASERA,
MEWAT NUH, HARYANA-122103
have changed my name to BAFINA
for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, ABIDA NASEEM W/o NASEEM
AHMED, R/o HOUSE NO-876, C-
BLOCK, 20 FEET ROAD, NEAR
HAMZA, MASJID, S G M NAGAR,
FARIDABAD, HARYANA- 121001
have changed my name to AABIDA
NASEEM  for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, NAJMAw/o Amiruddin R/o HNo.369,
Gali No.18, A-Block, Brijpuri, Delhi-
110094,have changed my name to
NAZMA for all future purpose

NAME CHANGE
I, hitherto known as HASRAT JAHAN
alias NUSRAT JAHAN D/O MOHD
UMAR DARAJ W/O MOHD MOAZ-
ZAM R/O 848, DARYA GANJ
CHANDNI MAHAL DARYA GANJ,
Darya Ganj, DIST: Central Delhi,
Delhi-110002, have changed my
name and shall hereafter be known as
NUSRAT JAHAN.

NAME CHANGE
I, MALUBAI BABU is a real mother of
No. 2807270L Rank SEP Name CHA-
VAN DNYANDEV BABU presently
residing VILL.BADYACHIWADI,
POST.BADYACHIWADI, THE-GAD-
HINGLAJ, DIST-KOLHAPUR, STATE-
MAHARASHTRA, PIN-416502, have
changed my name from MALUBAI
BABU to MALUBAI BABU CHAVAN
and date of birth from 15/03/1965 to
01/01/1967 for all future purposes.
Vide affidavit dated 13.01.2026 before
Public Notary Delhi

NAME CHANGE
I, BABU is a real father of No.
2807270L Rank SEP Name CHAVAN
DNYANDEV BABU presently residing
at VILL.BADYACHIWADI,
POST.BADYACHIWADI, TEH.GAD-
HINGLAJ, DIST-KOLHAPUR, STATE-
MAHARASHTRA, PIN NO-416502,
have changed my name from BABU to
BABU APPA CHAVAN and date of
birth from 17/04/1960 to 26/01/1960 for
all future purposes. Vide affidavit dated
13.01.2026 before Public Notary Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, RAM AVTAR  S/O BABU RAM
SAINI, R/O HOUSE NO-RZ-241-A(H-
88), RAJ NAGAR PART-2, PALAM
COLONY, PALAM VILLAGE, SOUTH
WEST DELHI, DELHI-110045, have
changed my name from RAM AVTAR
S/O BABU RAM SAINI, to RAM
AVATAR SAINI S/O BABU RAM SAINI
for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I Vijay Kumar S/O Ram Chander
R/O X/2451- Gali No-9 Raghubar
pura no.2- Gandhi nagar, shahdara
Delhi 110032, changed my name
to Vijay Saini

NOTICE
Public at large is hereby informed that my client Smt. Megha W/o Sh. Tarun
Kumar is the owner of Property bearing no. 204, (South Side Portion) area
measuring 85, sq. Yard., out of Khasra no. 117/2, Situated in the Lal Dora
Abadi of Village Naharpur, Sector-7, Rohini, Delhi-110085 vide Sale deed
dated 09.04.2024 executed by Smt. Kanta Devi W/o Sh. Mahender Kumar
in favour of Smt. Megha W/o Sh. Tarun Kumar in respect of Property bear-
ing no. 204, (South Side Portion) area measuring 85, sq. Yard. out of
Khasra no. 117/2, duly registered as Doc. No. 2024/13/I/1530 in Book No.
I, Volume No. 11532 on Pages 121 to 144 on 09.04.2024 in SR-North West
Rohini That Initially, Sh. Avtar Singh was the recorded owner of the Said
Property as per revenue record. who executed Notarized GPA, ATS and
WILL dated 17.01.1990 in favour of Sh. Phool Wati in respect of the Said
Property, Later Smt. Phool Wati died on 21.04.2018 leaving behind Last
Regd. WILL dated 07.04.2018 in favour of Smt. Kanta Devi W/o Sh.
Mahender Kumar in respect of said Property. Who executed Notary GPA
dated 19.10.2022 in favour of Smt. Megha W/o Sh. Tarun Kumar in respect
of South Side Portion of Said Property. Finally Sale deed dated 09.04.2024
is executed in favour of our abovementioned clients who intends to mort-
gage said immovable property for bonafide requirements to Mahindra &
Mahindra Financial Services Limited Whosoever is having any objection to
the said mortgage or anyone has claim or right in the property shall contact
the undersigned with the objection within 07 days failing which it shall be
presumed that there stands no objections or no litigation or Dispute over
the Said Property.
NEW DELHI     PRAGYA BHUSHAN ADVOCATE
DATE: 14/1/2025  Enrl. No. D/721/02

Office: L-27,GF,  Kailash Colony, New Delhi-48
Mob.: 9968006418

PUBLIC NOTICE
Mrs. Sudha Sinha and Mr. Bipin
Bihari Swaroopa   Owner of the
Residential Unit no 106, 1st
floor,Tower- B6 , having a total
super area 915 sq. ft., in the
"PANCHSHEEL GREENS -II" built
on Plot No. GH-01A, situated at
Sector-16, Greater Noida, Distt.
Gautam Budh Nagar, U.P.  Mrs.
Sudha Sinha and Mr. Bipin Bihari
Swaroopa have lost Original
Allotment Letter dated 06.11.2013
and BBA issued by M/s
Panchsheel Builtech Pvt. Ltd in in
favour of Mrs. Sudha Sinha and
Mr. Bipin Bihari Swaroopa, for
which complaint lodged to the
police. Therefore, by way of this
Public Notice it is hereby notified
that any person, Attorney and/or
entity, firm/company, society and/or
member of the Society, Bank,
HUF/member of HUF, Financial
Institution having any claim,
charge, interest, or lien whatsoever
with respect to the Said house   or
otherwise, may notify to under-
signed only on his rahulkumargup-
ta281401@gmail.com with docu-
mentary proof within 15 days from
the date of this publication of
notice, failing which any such claim
etc. shall be deemed to be null and
void,  whereas title shall be
deemed to be clear, and mar-
ketable without any defect or
encumbrance and free to create
equitable mortgage

RAHUL KUMAR GUPTA
(ADVOCATE) 

Off.:  43B, Third Floor, 
Patpargang Village, Mayur Vihar

Phase-I, Delhi-1
M-NO- 7252922875

PUBLIC NOTICE
Mr. Ranjit Kumar Sinha and Mrs.
Rupam Sinha   Owner of the
Residential  Dwelling Unit bearing
no. 36, on Second   floor, AWHO,
Arun vihar Sec 28 , Noida, , District
Gautam Budh Nagar, U.P.  Mr.
Ranjit Kumar Sinha and Mrs.
Rupam Sinha have lost Original
Allotment Letter executed by Army
Welfare Housing Organization
(AWHO) in favour of Mr. Prakash
Nath, for which complaint lodged to
the police. Therefore, by way of
this Public Notice it is hereby noti-
fied that any person, Attorney
and/or entity, firm/company, society
and/or member of the Society,
Bank, HUF/member of HUF,
Financial Institution having any
claim, charge, interest, or lien
whatsoever with respect to the
Said house   or otherwise, may
notify to undersigned only on his
rahulkumargupta281401@gmail.c
om with documentary proof within
15 days from the date of this publi-
cation of notice, failing which any
such claim etc. shall be deemed to
be null and void,  whereas title
shall be deemed to be clear, and
marketable without any defect or
encumbrance and free to create
equitable mortgage

RAHUL KUMAR GUPTA
(ADVOCATE) 

Off.:  43B, Third Floor, 
Patpargang Village, Mayur Vihar

Phase-I, Delhi-1
M-NO- 7252922875

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby given on behalf of
Mr. Arun Kumar to inform to the
public at large that Mrs. Bindu Devi
W/o Mr. Arun Kumar is purchasing
the Residential First Floor, without
roof rights, measuring 73 Sq.
Yards, Khasra No.62/12, of
Property No. J-93, Situated at Gali
No.5, Block-J, Laxmi Nagar,
Village Khureji Khas, Illaqa
Shahdara, Delhi-110092 from Mrs.
Ruchi Gulati & Mrs. Kulvinder Kaur
who owned the said property vide
Sale Deed Dated 17.11.2025
(Document No.2025/5/I/10140)
executed by Mr. Rahul Mehra and
same to be financed & mortgaged
by Hinduja Housing Finance Ltd.,
Branch-Loni. That, Surviving
Member Certificate of Late Mrs.
Mala Mehra W/o Late Mr. Ravi
Mehra is not available. Further, as
per the Sale Deed dated
17.11.2025, Mr. Rahul Mehra S/o
Mr. Ravi Mehra is the only Legal
Heir of Late Mrs. Mala Mehra. So,
to comply the requirements of
BANK/NBFC, we give this public
notice that if any Person having
any type of claim/right/title/inter-
est/creating mortgage over the
said property, may inform in writ-
ing, at the address mentioned
below, about his objections, within
7 days from today, failing which it
shall be presumed that the said
property is free from all type of
Encumbrances, lien etc.

Advocate Abhishek Singh
B-82, Ground Floor, 

DLF Dilshad Extn.-II,
Bhopura, Ghaziabad, U.P.-201005
Mobile: 7706007066, 9310370510

Email:
advabhisingh1993@gmail.com

NAME CHANGE
I, NAVPREET KAUR BHATIA W/o
Amanpreet Singh R/o B-88, Sham
Nagar, West Delhi-110018, have
changed my name to NAVPREET
KAUR permanently.

NAME CHANGE
I, Mohammad Akram S/o Sageer
Ahmad R/o D-937, F/F, Jaitpur Ext-
II, Badarpur, Delhi-110044 have
changed my name to Mohd Akram.

NAME CHANGE
I, AMANPREET SINGH BHATIA
S/o Jagjit Singh R/o B-88, Sham
Nagar, West Delhi-110018, have
changed my name to AMAN-
PREET SINGH permanently.

NAME CHANGE
I,Neelam Devi gupta W/O Ajay
Kumar Gupta R/O X/1222, Satsang
marg, Chand Mohalla Gandhi
nagar East Delhi 110031, changed
my name to Neelam gupta.

NAME CHANGE
I,Zulfiqar nadeem S/O Mohd
Zaheer R/O H.no 288 first floor
matia mahal gali garhiya jama
masjid, Delhi GPO north delhi
110006, changed my name to
Zulfiquar Nadeem

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that I,
AKASH KUMAR S/O YOGESH
KUMAR R/O house number 14/48,
Adarash nagar binoli road, Baraut,
Baraut, Baghpat, Uttar Pradesh-
250611 declare that name of my
father has been wrongly written as
YOGESH in my 10th class educa-
tional documents. The actual
name of my father is YOGESH
KUMAR which may be amended
accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
I RAKESH KUMAR S/O SANT
KUMAR  R/O L-1 7/381 SANGAM
VIHAR, DELHI-110062 have changed
my name to RAKESH KUMAR OJHA
for all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I Prabha Kumari Jain W/0 Vipin
Sharma Add.1/4457,A , Ram Nagar
Extn.Shahdara Delhi 110032 Changed
my name to  Prabha Sharma

NAME CHANGE
I Mohammad Sattar S/0 Fayyad Ali
Add. 30/346 Second Floor Block -30
Trilok Puri Delhi 110091 Changed my
name to Mohd   Sattar

NAME CHANGE
I, MUTHAL KONDAJI TUKARAM, is
legally father of No. 2810056N, Rank –
L Hav, Name – MUTHAL KAILAS
KONDAJI, At – Wadgoan Pingla, Post
– Wadgoan Pingla, Teh – Sinnar, Dist –
Nashik, State – Maharashtra, Pin –
422502, have changed my name from
MUTHAL KONDAJI TUKARAM to
KONDAJI TUKARAM MUTHAL for all
future purposes. Vide affidavit dated
14/01/2026 before Public Notary, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, MANISHA, is legally mother of No.
2822073A, Rank – Sep, Name –
SHINDE SWAPNIL MAHENDRA, R/o
At/Post – Mangharun, Tal – Mahad,
Dist – Raigarh, State – Maharashtra,
Pin – 402301, have changed my name
from MANISHAto MANISHAMAHEN-
DRA SHINDE for all future purposes.
Vide affidavit dated 14/01/2026 before
Public Notary, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, NIRMALA PANCHAL W/O BRA-
HAMA NAND PANCHAL R/o H NO
1433, GOYAT PANA, WARD NO 14,
MAHAM, ROHTAK HARYANA-
124112 I HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO NIRMLA PANCHAL FOR
ALL FUTURE PURPOSES

NAME CHANGE
I, ANITABAI is legally mother of No.
2821707Y Rank- SEP Name-RAJE-
JADHAV HARSHAVARDHAN SAN-
JAY Presently resident of VILL-MEHU-
NA RAJA POST-MEHUNA RAJA
TEH-DEULGAON RAJA DIST-BULD-
HANA (MAHARASHTRA)-443206,
have changed my name from
ANITABAI to ANITA SANJAY RAJE-
JADHAV and date of birth from
15/08/1972 to 01/01/1972 for all future
purposes. Vide affidavit dated
08.01.2026 before Public Notary Delhi.

Public Notice 
It is for general information that I
Sneha D/O: Ranjit Sharma, R/O
H.No-2693, Street No-1, Chhuriya
Mohalla Tughalakabad Village,
JaitPur, PO: Jaitpur, DIST: South
Delhi, Delhi-110044, declare that
name of my mother has been wrongly
written as Sarita devi in my 10th and
12th class educational documents.
The actual name of my mother is
Sangeeta Sharma, respectively which
may be amended accordingly.
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rushing to the scene, with a 
brightly coloured train derailed on 
its side as smoke billowed from 
t h e  d e b r i s . T h e  N a k h o n  
Ratchasima provincial department 
said the train was travelling from 
Bangkok to Ubon Ratchathani 
province.Transport Minister 
Phiphat Ratchakitprakarn said 195 
people were on board the train and 
authorities were rushing to police chief in Nakhon Ratchasima 

identify the deceased.The crane was province, Thatchapon Chinnawong, 
being used in the construction of a told AFP.The incident occurred on 
$5.4-billion project to build a high-Wednesday at around 9:00 am (0200 
speed rail network in Thailand, backed GMT) when a crane being used to 
by Beijing, which aims to connect build the high-speed rail network fell 
Bangkok to Kunming in China via onto a passenger train in Nakhon BANGKOK.  (Agency) 
Laos by 2028 as part of China's vast Ratchasima, northeast of the capital  A crane at a China-backed high-speed 
"Belt and Road" infrastructure Bangkok."A crane collapsed onto a rail line in Thailand collapsed onto a 
initiative.Industrial and construction train causing it to derail and catch passenger train on Wednesday, 
site accidents have long been common fire," the Nakhon Ratchasima causing it to derail and killing at least 
in Thailand, where lax enforcement of provincial public relations department 22  peop le ,  loca l  au thor i t i e s  
safety regulations often leads to said in a statement.Live footage aired said."Twenty-two people were killed 
deadly incidents.by local media showed rescue workers and more than 30 were injured," a local 

NEWS BOX

Vance to meet Danish and Greenlandic officials in 
Washington as locals say Greenland is not for sale

Crane collapse at China-backed railway 
project derails train in Thailand, killing 22

ICE agents continue to attack 
Minnesota protesters as 
prosecutors quit after Renee 
Good's death

Hundreds more in Venezuela 
say their loved ones are 

political prisoners
GUANARE. (Agency) 

Freedom came too late for Edilson Torres.
The police officer was buried Tuesday in his humble, 

rural hometown following his death in a Venezuelan 
prison, where he was held incommunicado since 
being detained in December on what his family said 
were politically motivated accusations.

Torres, 51, died of a heart attack Saturday, just as his 
family awaited the government's promised release of 
prisoners following the US capture of then-President 
Nicolás Maduro. The loss left his family reeling.

Now scores of families — who once hesitated to 
approach advocacy groups — are coming forward to 
register their loved ones as "political prisoners" in the 
hope that they might have a more optimistic future 

than Torres.Foro Penal, which tracks and advocates 
for Venezuelan prisoners, has received a "flood of 
messages" from families since last week, said Alfredo 
Romero, director of the nongovernmental 
organization."They didn't report it out of fear, and 
now they're doing it because, in a way, they feel that 
there is this possibility that their families will be 
freed," Romero said. "They see it as hope, but more 
importantly, as an opportunity."Waiting for 
liberationsThe head of Venezuela's national assembly, 
Jorge Rodríguez, said last week that a "significant 
number" of Venezuelan and foreigners imprisoned in 
the country would be released as a gesture to "seek 
peace" following the operation that captured Maduro 
in the early hours of Jan. 3.The US and Venezuela's 
opposition have long demanded the widespread 
release of detained opposition figures, activists and 
journalists, whom they claim are used as a political 
tool by the ruling party.Venezuela's government 
denies that there are prisoners unjustly detained, 
accusing them of plotting to destabilize Maduro's 
government.Following Torres' death, Venezuela's 
Attorney General Tarek William Saab said in a 
statement that the case had been assigned to a 
terrorism unit and "was linked to criminal activities 
detected by state security agencies." He did not offer 
any details, but the vague language tracks with past 
accusations leveled against real or perceived 
government critics.

WORLD

Costa Rica's security director 
says plot to assassinate 
president uncovered

JERUSALEM.  (Agency) 
They are shown handcuffed, their faces blurred. The 

confession videos, broadcast on Iranian state media, 
feature dramatic background music interspersed 
with clips appearing to show protesters attacking 
security forces. Some showcase gruesome 
homemade weapons that authorities claim were used 
in the attacks. Others highlight suspects in grainy 
security footage, appearing to set fires or destroy 
property.Iran says these confessions, which often 
include references to Israel or America, are proof of 
foreign plots behind Iran's nationwide protests.

Activists allege that they are coerced confessions, long 
a staple of Iran's hard-line state television, the only 
broadcaster in the country. And these videos are 
coming at an unprecedented clip.

Iranian state media has aired at least 97 confessions 
from protesters, many expressing remorse for their 
actions, since the protests began on Dec. 28, 
according to a rights group that is tracking the videos.

The US-based Human Rights Activists News Agency 
claims that based on testimony from prior detainees, 
the confessions often come after psychological or 
physical torture — and can have serious 
consequences, including the death penalty. "These 
rights violations compound on top of each other and 
lead to horrible outcomes. This is a pattern that's 
been implemented by the regime time and time 
again," said Skylar Thompson, the group's deputy 
director.Iran's mission to the United Nations did not 
return a request for comment from The Associated 
Press. Iranian officials have described the protests as 
"riots" orchestrated by the United States and Israel. 
Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi has said 
the violence must be foreign-influenced because 
Iranians would never set mosques on fire.

 

ZIncident occurred at 
around 9:00 am (local 
time) when a crane being 
used to build the high-
speed rail network fell 
onto a passenger train in 
Nakhon Ratchasima 
province.

MINNEAPOLIS.  (Agency) 
 US federal officers dropped tear gas and sprayed eye 

irritant at activists on Tuesday during another day of 
confrontations in Minneapolis, while students miles 
away walked out of a suburban school to protest the 
Trump administration's bold immigration sweeps.

Meanwhile, the fallout from the fatal shooting of a 
Minneapolis woman by an immigration agent 
reached the local US Attorney's Office: At least five 
prosecutors have resigned amid controversy over 
how the US Justice Department is handling the 
investigation, according to people familiar with the 
matter.Separately, a Justice Department official said 
Wednesday there's no basis for a criminal civil rights 
investigation. An FBI probe of Renee Good's death is 
ongoing.Strife between federal agents and the public 
continues to boil, six days since Good was shot in the 
head while driving off in her Honda Pilot. At one 
scene, gas clouds filled a Minneapolis street near 
where she died. A man scrubbed his eyes with snow 
and screamed for help after agents in a Jeep sprayed 
an orange irritant and drove off.It's common for 
people to boo, taunt and blow orange whistles when 
they spot heavily armed immigration agents passing 
through in unmarked vehicles or walking the streets, 
all part of a grassroots effort to warn the 
neighborhood and remind the government that they're 
watching."Who doesn't have a whistle?" a man with a 
bag of them yelled.Brita Anderson, who lives nearby 
and came to support neighborhood friends, said she 
was "incensed" to see agents in tactical gear and gas 
masks, and wondered about their purpose. "It felt like 
the only reason they'd come here is to harass people," 
Anderson said.In Brooklyn Park, Minnesota, 
students protesting the immigration enforcement 
operation walked out of school, as students in other 
communities have done this week.Later, a large 
crowd gathered outside a hotel in Minneapolis 
banging drums and blowing whistles as officers 
wearing helmets and carrying batons stood guard just 
inside. Meanwhile, confrontations erupted between 
protesters and officers guarding the federal building 
being used as a base for the Twin Cities crackdown.

Pastoral colonialism': West Bank Bedouin community 
driven out by Israeli settler violence

YANGON. (Agency) in Nuuk that she hoped American said he frequently goes sailing and 
officials would get the message to hunting and has never seen Russian or Along the narrow, snow-covered main 
"back off."Greenland's Prime Minister Chinese ships.His friend, Hans street in Greenland's capital,  
Jens-Frederik Nielsen told a news Nørgaard, agreed, adding "what has international journalists and camera 
conference in the Danish capital come out of the mouth of Donald crews stop passersby every few meters 
Copenhagen on Tuesday that, "if we Trump about all these ships is just (feet) asking them for their thoughts 
have to choose between the United fantasy."Denmark has said the US — on a crisis which Denmark's prime 
States and Denmark here and now, we which already has a military presence minister has warned could potentially 
choose Denmark. We choose NATO. — can boost its bases on Greenland. trigger the end of NATO.
We choose the Kingdom of Denmark. For that reason, "security is just a Greenland is at the center of a 
We choose the EU."Greenland is cover," Vintner said, suggesting geopolitical storm as US President 
strategically important because as Trump actually wants to own the Donald Trump is insisting he wants to 
climate change causes the ice to melt, island to make money from its own the island — and the residents of 
it opens up the possibility of shorter untapped natural resources.Nørgaard its capital Nuuk say it is not for sale. 
trade routes to Asia. That also could told AP he filed a police complaint in Trump said he wants to control 
make it easier to extract and transport Nuuk against Trump's "aggressive" Greenland at any cost and the White 
untapped deposits of critical minerals behavior because, he said, American House has not ruled out taking the 
which are needed for computers and officials are threatening the people of island by force.US Vice President JD 
phones.Trump also said he wants the Greenland and NATO.He suggested Vance will meet Denmark's foreign 
island to expand America's security Trump was using the ships as a pretext minister Lars Løkke Rasmussen and 
and has cited what he says is the threat to further American expansion. his Greenlandic counterpart Vivian 
from Russian and Chinese ships as a "Donald Trump would like to have Motzfe ld t  in  Washington on  
reason to control it.But both experts Greenland, (Russian President Wednesday to discuss the Arctic island, 
and Greenlanders question that Vladimir) Putin would like Ukraine which is a semiautonomous territory 
claim."The only Chinese I see is when and (Chinese President) Xi Jinping of the United States' NATO ally 
I go to the fast food market," Lars would like to have Taiwan," Nørgaard Denmark.Tuuta Mikaelsen, a 22-year-
Vintner, a heating engineer told AP. He said.old student, told The Associated Press 

attacks in October last year.The threat of graze near Bedouin houses. watchdog organisations have called JACKSON, Miss. (Agency) 
displacement has long hung over "pastoral colonialism."Israel's military "If you defend your home, the (Israeli) police  With heavy hearts, Bedouins in a West Bank 
Jahaleen's community, but the pressure has chief Lieutenant General Eyal Zamir said or army will come and arrest you. We can't village dismantle their sheep pens and load 
multiplied in recent months as about half of in November that he wanted to put a stop to do anything," lamented Naif Zayed, belongings onto trucks, forced from their 
the hamlet's 130 families decided to the violence. This month the army homes in the Israeli-occupied territory by 
flee.Among them, 20 families from the announced new monitoring technology to rising settler violence.While attacks by 
local Ka'abneh clan left last week, he said, enforce movement restrictions on both Israeli settlers affect communities across 
while around another 50 families have Israelis and Palestinians, with Israeli the West Bank, the semi-nomadic 
been dismantling their homes.We can't do media reporting the move was largely Bedouins are among the territory's most 
anything'The trailers of settlers dot the aimed at reining in settler attacks.Asked vulnerable, saying they suffer from forced 
landscape around the village but are for comment, the Israeli military said: displacement due in large part to a lack of 
gradually being replaced by houses with "Incidents in the Ras al-Ain are well law enforcement."What is happening 
permanent foundations, some built just known. (Israeli military) forces enter the today is the complete collapse of the 
100 metres (300 feet) from Bedouin area in accordance with calls and community as a result of the settlers' 
homes.In May last year, settlers diverted operational needs, aiming to prevent continuous and repeated attacks, day and 
water from the village's most precious friction between populations and to night, for the past two years," Farhan 
resource -- the spring after which it is maintain order and security in the area."Jahaleen, a Bedouin in the village of Ras 
named.Nestled between rocky hills to the It said it had increased its presence in the area Ein al-Auja, told AFP.Since Israel took 

another local."There is no specific place west and the flat Jordan Valley that climbs "due to the many recent friction control of the West Bank in 1967, Israeli 
for people to go; people are acting on their up the Jordanian plateau to the east, the incidents".'Bedouin way of life'Naaman outposts have steadily expanded, with 
own, to each their own."Most Palestinian spring had allowed the community to Ehrizat, another herder from Ras Ein al-more than 500,000 settlers now living in 
Bedouins are herders, which leaves them remain self-sufficient.But Bedouin Auja, told AFP he had already moved his the territory, which is alsohome to three 
particularly exposed to violence when families have been driven away by the sheep to the southern West Bank city of million Palestinians.A minority of settlers 
Israeli settlers bring their own herds that constant need to stand guard to avoid Hebron ahead of his relocation.But engage in violence towards the locals 
compete for grazing land in isolated rural settlers cutting the power supply and Jahaleen said moving to other rural parts of aimed at coercing them to leave, with the 
areas.It is a strategy that settlement irrigation pipes, or bringing their herds to the territory risks exposing the herders .UN recording an unprecedented 260 

Patrick Maisonneuve, said he disagrees argue that Le Pen's conviction was proof a legal entity, is scheduled to last for five PARIS .(Agency) 
 France's far-right leader Marine Le Pen with Le Pen's presentation of the that French democracy works, and that no weeks. The panel is expected to announce 

denied any wrongdoing as she appeared in institution's role as "an arbitrator.""There's one is above the law. Advocacy group its verdict later, possibly before summer.
Several scenarios are possible, from acquittal court Tuesday to appeal an embezzlement a contradiction in saying at the same time: 'I Transparency France noted that her 

to another conviction that may bar her from conviction, with her 2027 presidential deny you the right to examine the content of convic t ion  came a f te r  years  o f  
running in 2027. She also could face an even ambitions hanging on the outcome. my work as a member of parliament' and investigation and a lengthy trial in which 

tougher punishment if convicted then saying: 'but the European Le Pen, 57, is seeking to overturn a March 
anew — up to 10 years in prison Parliament didn't conduct a thorough ruling that found her guilty of misusing 
and a fine of 1 million euros ($1.17 rev iew, ' "  Maisonneuve  to ld  European Parliament funds in the hiring of 
million).reporters.aides from 2004 to 2016. She was given a 

Doubt over political futurefive-year ban from holding elected office, Leading presidential contender
In March, Le Pen and other party Le Pen was seen as the potential front-two years of house arrest with an electronic 

officials were convicted of using runner to succeed President bracelet, a further two-year suspended 
m o n e y  i n t e n d e d  f o r  E U  Emmanuel Macron in the 2027 sentence and a 100,000-euro ($116,800) 
parliamentary assistants who election until last year's ruling, which fine."I'd like to tell the court that... we did 
instead had other duties between sent shock waves through French not feel we had committed any offence," Le 
2004 and 2016, in violation of EU politics. She denounced it as "a Pen told the three-judge panel. She said 
rules. Some did work for the party, democratic scandal."Her National European Parliament officials did not at the 
known as the National Front at the Rally party has been coming out on time tell her party that the way it was hiring 
time, in French domestic politics, top in opinion polls, and Le Pen people was potentially against any rules.
the court said."We have never concealed anything," she alleged that the judicial system Le Pen and other party members were able 

In handing down the sentence, the judge said added. The room was packed with dozens brought out "the nuclear bomb" to prevent to freely defend their positions.
Le Pen was at the heart of a "system" set up of reporters and members of the general h e r  f r o m  b e c o m i n g  F r a n c e ' s  The appeal trial, involving Le Pen, 10 other 
to siphon off EU parliament funds — public.The European Parliament's lawyer, president.Anti-corruption campaigners defendants and the National Rally party as 

Activists claim Iran has 
aired at least 97 coerced 
confessions from protesters, 
often after torture

Marine Le Pen's appeal trial opens, putting far-right 
French leader's 2027 presidential bid at stake

World. (Agency) 
Costa Rica's national security chief has revealed details 

of an alleged plot to assassinate President Rodrigo 
Chaves ahead of presidential and legislative elections.

Jorge Torres, director of the Intelligence and National 
Security Directorate, on Tuesday told journalists 
about the plot allegations as he prepared to file a 
formal complaint a the public prosecutor's office.

"What we received is confidential information that I 
would like to put on record in the complaint. I don't 
want to go into detail, but I would simply like to tell 
you that it concerns the life of the president of the 
Republic," Torres told local media.

Torres said a call was received from a woman who 
reported a supposed plot against Chaves, adding a 
payment had been made to a hitman.

Torres also reported that security was being reinforced 
for the conservative populist leader, who has sought to 
present himself as a politician who is tough-on-crime.

Torres spoke as El Salvador's President Nayib Bukele, 
who has gained fame for his controversial security 
crackdown, was scheduled to visit the country.

On Wednesday, Chaves is scheduled to lay the 
cornerstone of a new mega-prison that Costa Rica 
plans to build, modelled on a facility built by Bukele.

Costa Rica will hold presidential and legislative 
elections on Feb 1.While Chaves is ineligible to run 
for reelection, the ruling party's Laura Fernández is 
among the presidential candidates.
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Economic hardship, international isolation, IRAN’s threat to impose the death penalty on 
unemployment and curbs on personal protesters marks a grim escalation in its response 
freedoms have combined to produce a to  sustained publ ic  unrest .  Branding 
combustible mix.demonstrators as “enemies of God” may serve the 

For the global community, Iran’s actions pose regime’s immediate objective of instilling fear, 
uncomfortable questions. Condemnation but history suggests that repression rarely 
from Western capitals is routine, yet often extinguishes dissent; it merely pushes it 
selective, shaped more by geopolitics than underground, where anger ferments and returns 
principle. Sanctions and diplomatic isolation with greater force. At its core, the crisis in Iran 
have failed to produce meaningful reform, reflects the widening gap between an 
while ordinary citizens continue to bear the authoritarian state and a society, particularly its 
brunt of economic and political hardship. youth, which is demanding dignity, economic 
India, which maintains a working relationship opportunity and personal freedoms. The state’s 
with Tehran, must strike a careful balance. reliance on coercion rather than dialogue 
This delicate navigation will be put to test as undermines the very legitimacy it seeks to 
India engages with Iran’s Foreign Minister preserve. Suppression of voices by the regime 
Seyed Abbas Araghchi during his upcoming may buy temporary calm, but it erodes trust and 
proposed visit. It is being projected as an deepens alienation.The scale of the protests 
outreach by Iran to deepen economic and underscores a reality Tehran can no longer ignore. 
strategic cooperation, particularly over the point to a familiar script: an embattled regime seeking to Videos of violent clashes, reports of mounting 

Chabahar port and shared regional interests.crush dissent by fear rather than address its causes. deaths and detentions and sweeping internet blackouts 

From New York to JNU via 
Caracas, skipping Dhaka The SYL dispute is difficult — not impossible

Iran unrest: Crackdowns deepen state-society gulf

Despite teaching in Jawaharlal Nehru University 
(JNU) for nearly a quarter of a century—and 
voluntarily retiring in early 2024—I must confess 
that I remained somewhat of an alien in ‘planet 
JNU’. Three recent events confirmed this sense of 
puzzlement mingled with pique.The first was the 
recent outbreak of ‘anti-national’ slogan-shouting 
of January 6-7 on campus to mark the 
‘anniversary’ of the 2020 attack on JNU. I covered 
that event in my book titled JNU: Nationalism and 
India’s Uncivil War. Many national leaders and 
cabinet ministers, including Union external affairs 
minister S Jaishankar and finance minister 
Nirmala Sitharaman, both distinguished JNU 
alumns, deplored that attack.So did I. Letting 
loose thugs and vigilantes on campus to settle 
political scores is not desirable, especially on a 
thinking campus such as JNU, with a tradition of 
vibrant debate and dissent. One of my own former 
colleagues, who had stepped out of his house to see 
what was going on, was also injured, albeit not 
seriously. How can beating up a teacher, that too a 
bystander, be condoned?That the JNU Students’ 
Union, still Leftist, would commemorate the 2020 
campus invasion, combined with the US surgical 
strike in Caracas, is hardly surprising. But should 
the protesters also raise obnoxious slogans against 
our prime minister and home minister, as reported 
in the national media? No. Who raised such 
slogans and why? Were they JNU-ites or outsiders, 
infiltrating the campus to foment trouble? Only an 
impartial inquiry will answer such questions. The 
pro-government JNU administration is sure to 
take action if any students are found guilty. If no 
action is taken, we might assume that the 
perpetrators cannot be identified, whether 
deliberately or inexplicably. Politics is murky; 
JNU politics especially so.Speaking of which, let 
me come to the second of the three grounds of this 
column. Newly minted New York mayor Zohran 
Mamdani’s meeting with Umar Khalid’s parents 
and message of support to his partner, Banojyotsna 
Lahiri. What is Mamdani’s locus standi in the 
matter is a legitimate question that ruling party 
spokespersons have repeatedly asked in TV 
debates.That there is an Islamist-Leftist alliance is 
a plausible, even obvious, explanation. These 
alliances are not merely local but worldwide, and 
stand the test of further scrutiny. These groups are 
also well-funded and lubricated by global media 
networks. But does this mean ‘jail, not bail’, the 
reverse of what the Supreme Court advised? Why 
should some ‘draconian’ Acts hold an undertrial 
guilty until proven innocent? Why not a speedy 
sentencing or bail instead? These, to my mind, are 
equally legitimate questions.But speaking of 
Mamdani’s intervention in the matter, if his heart 
bleeds for the Khalids and Imams of India, why not 
also for the many innocent lynched Hindus in 
Bangladesh? From Ananda Gopal Ganguly, the 
70-year-old Hindu priest brutally murdered and 
decapitated in 2016, to Khokon Chandra Das, 
stabbed and hacked multiple times, then set on fire 
just a few days ago. What about the Hindu priest, 
Chinmoy Krishna Das, a conscientious objector 
against Islamist violence, arrested on sedition 
charges in November 2024 and released on bail 
only in April of the following year, after an 
international outrage? Mamdani has been 
consistently silent on such atrocities against 
Hindus, even though his mother, Mira Nair, is 
Hindu. What does that say about his 
credibility?Finally, former Venezuelan president 
Nicolás Maduro’s kidnapping and arrest, along 
with his wife, by the US special forces on 
President Donald J Trump’s orders. I remember 
Hugo Chávez’s calling on JNU in March 2005, 
during his four-day official visit to India. What a 
hero’s welcome he received! Outside his own 
country and barring, perhaps, Cuba, his reception 
in JNU must have been unprecedented in its 
enthusiasm. Chávez seized foreign assets, 
nationalised Venezuela’s oil business, and, as with 
many other Communist dictatorships, arguably set 
his country’s course to rack and ruin.

while both their leaders have enjoyed excellent personal region face a drinking water crisis that needs What would be the best way to mark the 60th anniversary 
ties.The really shocking part is the role of 'national' addressing.Fortunately, the dispute is much smaller and of the formation of Haryana and the creation of Punjabi 
political parties, which have shown complete disregard clearly delimited than it is made out to be. There is no suba? I have a proposal. Let this historic occasion be 
for national interest. First the Congress, then the BJP and dispute about the internal allocation of the Sutlej waters, used to resolve the water dispute between the states of 
now the Aam Aadmi Party — all have sanctified political estimated to be 14.01 million acre feet (MAF). As per the Punjab and Haryana in an amicable way.It would be a 
doublespeak. The Punjab and Haryana units of the same original agreement, Punjab receives 8.15 MAF, while 4.4 tribute to the shared culture and history of both these 
party take exactly the opposite stands while the national MAF goes to Haryana and 1.46 MAF to Rajasthan. The states. It would also reinforce the unity of the farmers of 
leadership watches and winks.inally, an ecologically dispute is about the remaining half, namely the sharing of Punjab and Haryana who witnessed the historic farmers' 
uncomfortable truth. Both Punjab and Haryana are the Ravi and Beas waters, estimated to be between 15.9 struggle.I can already see many sane heads nodding, but 
guilty of overstating their water requirements. The and 18.3 MAF.Here, the share of Punjab was first fixed at also raising a question: How is this possible? Isn't this a 
Green Revolution pushed the farmers in both the states 22 per cent in an unfair deal by then Prime Minister Indira zero-sum game? Someone gains only when someone 
into unsustainable water-use practices by growing Gandhi in 1976. This was subsequently revised to 25 per loses. Who would agree to be a loser? What kind of 

cent by mutual agreement of all chief proposal would be acceptable to 
ministers in 1981 and then to 28 per both sides, which are not willing to 
cent by the Eradi Commission in 1987. cede a drop of water?I believe this 
At the most, the dispute is about 1 MAF is not quite true. Over the last 
of water, just about 3 per cent of the decade, I have repeatedly argued 
shared waters of the Sutlej-Ravi-Beas. (including on the pages of The 
Here is a five-point framework for a Tribune) that a resolution to the 
negotiated settlement.Punjab-Haryana SYL dispute is not 

One, the dispute about the quantum of as impossible as it is made out to be. 
water available should be settled It is difficult, as all complex 
immediately by allowing the Ravi and disputes always are. But it is 
Beas Waters Tribunal (erstwhile Eradi resolvable, provided we have the 
Tribunal) to finalise its technical right frame of mind.
report. Two, the Central government The right frame of mind requires 
must step in to plug the massive a c k n o w l e d g i n g  s o m e  
leakage of India's share of water to uncomfortable truths. First, this 
Pakistan so that the quantum of water dispute can be resolved only by a 
to be shared increases.negotiated settlement, not by a 

Three, Haryana and Rajasthan should court order, nor by passing laws. 
agree to give up a slice of their The current stalemate exists 
previously agreed share of the Ravi-because Haryana has a court order 
Beas waters to Punjab in recognition of in its favour, but Punjab has the 
the usage of that water by the farmers possession.As any pragmatic 
in the Malwa region of Punjab. Four, in farmer knows, possession is half 
return, Punjab should agree to an o w n e r s h i p .  I t ' s  t i m e  t o  

water-intensive crops like paddy and sugarcane, which assured time frame for the construction of the SYL canal acknowledge that the 25-year-old Supreme Court order 
were unknown to and unsuitable for this agro-climatic and the unhindered passage of water through it thereafter. cannot be enforced against the popular will of the 
zone.It is pointless to blame the farmers or expect them Five, the Centre should announce a special package for sensitive border state of Punjab.The flip side of this point 
to adopt crop diversification unless they can be assured crop diversification in Punjab and Haryana, with a legal is to acknowledge that the state of Punjab cannot simply 
of remunerative returns at the level that they receive guarantee for remunerative returns for water-saving abrogate legally binding agreements or reverse land 
today.A realistic resolution ust be grounded in a mutual crops.This is just a broad framework which points to the acquisition for the SYL canal. Such legal games from 
appreciation of genuine concerns on all sides. The possibility and feasibility of an agreement. The specifics both sides can only sow the seeds of deep distrust, if not 
farmers of Punjab, especially in the Malwa region, have have to be worked out by experts. The Supreme Court has animosity, between the two neighbourly peoples in 
a legitimate concern about losing the water they have already offered an opening by asking both the Punjab and Haryana. You can change everyone, but not 
been using for irrigation for decades now.Similarly, the governments to come to a negotiated settlement.your parents, not your neighbours.The second 
Green Revolution patch in north Rajasthan is entirely Perhaps a start can be made in this direction by well-uncomfortable truth is that political leaders in both the 
dependent on water from the Ravi-Beas. These existing meaning public intellectuals and well-wishers of farmers states have been pretty irresponsible and have stoked 
patterns of usage should be respected. At the same time, on both sides coming together to evolve a common this dispute. It is understandable that regional parties like 
agriculture in south Haryana continues to be rainfed, ground before this is given the shape of negotiated the Akali Dal in Punjab and the Indian National Lok Dal 
desperately in need of canal irrigation. Parts of this settlement.in Haryana would wish to play it up for political gains, 

At most, the dispute is about one MAF of water — barely 3% of the shared waters.

given universals or moral values. move from one exception to the ARE there any universal moral values? This is the 
Historically, pluralism has been a liberating next.Principles are, by their very question we need to confront in the second quarter of the 
idea. It has been closely linked to the nature, abstract and formal. Applying 21st century. Although this doubt has been expressed 
struggles for equality and freedom, respect them in a specific context requires even earlier, one can no longer shy away from it after the 
and dignity. The colonised societies reflection along with interpretation of successful execution of Operation Absolute Resolve, 
challenged the Western hegemony and its what is entailed by the norm, or how wherein Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro was 
attempt to define the universal in its own one norm can be balanced with captured and brought to the US.If much of the 20th 
image, by invoking value pluralism, and another: for example, telling the truth century was devoted to creating space for pluralism — 
more specifically, plural world views, ways and preventing harm to a person. plural ways of life, plural knowledge systems, plural 
of thinking, living and organising Situational ethics made us aware of moral values, plural notions of development and 
institutions.Pluralism was not just an ally of these dilemmas and the unavoidability progress — it is time to examine just why, and how, this 
the subjugated, excluded and marginalised. It of interpretation.Today, when people emancipatory norm has been turned on its head, to rule 
was also instrumental in extending the sphere say the situation warranted this action, out the possibility of any consensus around what is right, 
of individual freedom and choice. Endorsing the principle is all but forgotten. What desirable and good.It appears that almost anything can 
plural notions of moral excellence along with we get is a means-end relationship be explained, justified, accepted and even applauded. 
ideas of good life prepared the ground for where the end is defined by Today, on most issues, public opinion is sharply divided 
expanding choices and freedom to determine perceptions of one’s interest rather and we have begun to accept that there can be no shared 
the life one wanted to lead. No longer could than a shared moral norm. Actions are ground from which we can assess actions of individuals 
one say that a life devoted to reflection was accordingly justified if they take us or states. Take the reactions of world leaders and opinion 
superior to the one engaged in political forward in pursuit of that self-makers to the US action against Maduro. While some 
action; or that the pursuit of reason was better s t ipulated goal .The quest ion,  have condemned the action, calling it a violation of 
than creative imagination. therefore,  is  not  of  nat ional  international law and national sovereignty, others have aside the principle under the given circumstances. 

Pluralism also sharpened our historical sensibilities. It sovereignty, or what a government can do, or is free to seen it as a much-needed intervention in the interest of Whether it is the influx of refugees escaping the 
made us realise that different values were pursued in do. Or, for that matter, what an individual is free to do. the American people. A few feel that no tears need to be autocratic regime in Venezuela or the need to protect 
different historical ages. If honour and social order were Whether it is individual interest, group interest or shed for the autocratic ruler. American people/interests against, what some have 
deeply valued in the mediaeval world, it’s autonomy national interest, each gets revised and articulated These responses are significant as they highlight the called, narco-terrorism, it is these special circumstances 
that has become the defining value of the modern world. afresh. Defining our ends with reference to what is so gravity of the issue. If we have no shared norms to deal that are said to justify setting aside the principle of non-

We cannot, therefore, abandon or forsake pluralism as a ephemeral and fluctuating can neither anchor freedom with extraordinary acts of aggression, then we can aggression.The problem is that in international affairs, 
value. The challenge is to retain its emancipatory of the individual nor sustain social life or the hardly expect them to surface in everyday life, where the where national interest remains a driving force, 
potential while not sliding into an infinite regress where international order.The present demands that we move stakes are not that high. This is the contemporary situations that warrant deviation from even the most 
we are left only with subjective interests and to privilege the moral over the political; mutual predicament; we must recognise it and reflect on how widely accepted norms are many and far too frequent, 
preferences that are legitimised through some form of recognition and respect over power and might; we reached this point. Only then can we hope to address making any principle completely redundant. When it is 
situational thinking.Those who have supported the US collective decision-making over violence; a shared set it in any meaningful way. coupled with a utilitarian ethic which privileges the 
action have not questioned the principle of non- of principles over the pursuit of private interests. There are no easy solutions available for us. It is no longer interest of the many (often sacrificing the individual for 
aggression. They have, however, justified the need to set Without it we can neither be moral nor human.possible to turn the clock back and begin with some pre- the sake of perceived collective interest), we steadily 

The shifting moral pendulum
We can’t abandon pluralism as a value — the challenge is to retain its emancipatory potential

The Tribune Editorial: The scale of the protests underscores a reality Tehran can no longer ignore.
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NEWS BOX

Embassy in Sri Lanka on Tuesday, New Delhi. (Agency) 
January 13. The USA squad is presently The controversy surrounding the T20 World 
in Sri Lanka as part of the final phase of Cup 2026 shows no signs of easing, with 
t h e i r  p r e p a r a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  reports emerging that USA players of 
tournament.The report further stated Pakistani origin have been denied visas to 
that visas were not issued at the travel to India for the tournament. The event 
appointment stage but have not been is scheduled to begin on February 7 and will 
formally rejected either. The Indian be jointly hosted by India and Sri Lanka.
Embassy has informed the USA team The issue came to light after USA cricketer Ali 
management that while some of the Khan posted an Instagram story suggesting 
required documentation has been that his visa application for the tournament 
received, additional information is still have indicated that the applications are still had been denied. Ali Khan shared a 

awaited from the Ministry of External under review as part of established photograph of himself dining at a restaurant 
Affairs, following which the visa process operating procedures.with a teammate, captioning it, “India visa 
will proceed further.Visa applications Four USA cricketers of Pakistani origin — denied but KFC for the win.”However, 
involving players of Pakistani origin have Ali Khan, Shayan Jahangir, Mohammad according to a report by Cricbuzz, the visa 
historically been subject to additional Mohsin and Ehsan Adil — are currently clearance process remains ongoing and 
administrative scrutiny, irrespective of await ing visa confirmation after  there has been no formal rejection. Officials 
nationality or team representation. completing their appointments at the Indian 

healing is deemed satisfactory. However, NEW DELHI. (Agency)  In addition to Varma’s absence, Washington 
the batter finds himself in a race against Sundar’s injury has further compounded With less than a month remaining until the 
time to regain full fitness ahead of the T20 India’s problems. The all-rounder reported T20 World Cup 2026, India would have 
extravaganza.Tilak has been a vital cog in acute discomfort in his left lower rib area hoped for a smoother build-up to their title 
India’s batting line-up over the past 12 while bowling during the first ODI against defence. However, the Men in Blue have 
months. The southpaw is the second- New Zealand at the BCA Stadium in been hampered by injuries to two of their 

Vadodara.Despite sustaining the key players, with both Washington 
injury, Sundar walked out to bat in Sundar and Tilak Varma currently 
the same fixture and played a key sidelined.
role in guiding India to victory, India have been the team to beat in the 
forging a crucial partnership with lead-up to the upcoming edition of the 
KL Rahul. The 26-year-old has tournament, having won all of their 
been instrumental in providing series so far. The Men in Blue appear 
balance to the Indian side over the to have all bases covered — 
past two years, thanks to his all-formidable batting firepower, mystery 
round capabilities.spinners, express pacers and a plethora 

Sundar has claimed 20 wickets from of all-rounders. Given their squad 
16 innings at an impressive average dep th  and  r ecen t  fo rm,  t he  
of 13.05 and an economy rate of Suryakumar Yadav-led side looks 
6.16. He has also contributed 147 well-placed for a successful title 
runs from nine innings, including a defence.However, their preparations 

highest run-scorer for India since 2024, match-winning knock of 49 not out off 23 have been disrupted by unforeseen injury 
having amassed 847 runs from 22 innings at balls in Australia.As a result, India now face setbacks. It began with Tilak Varma 
an average of 60.5, including two centuries significant gaps in their squad following the undergoing surgery for an abdominal issue 
and four half-centuries. He also played a injury setbacks to both Tilak and Sundar, a while on domestic duty for Hyderabad in 
pivotal role in the team’s Asia Cup 2025 situation that has dealt a double blow to the the Vijay Hazare Trophy 2025–26. Varma 
triumph, producing a crucial unbeaten defending champions. The ICC has set was hospitalised after experiencing sudden 
knock of 69 off 53 balls in the final against January 31 as the deadline for teams to pain and is currently stable, with his 
Pakistan to rescue India from a precarious finalise changes to their squads. However, recovery progressing well.He is expected 
position. replacements can also be named midway to resume physical training and gradually 

through the tournament, subject to approval return to skill-based activities once his Sundar's injury gives double whammy to 
from the event’s technical committee.symptoms have fully subsided and wound India

Multiple injuries ring alarm bells for India's 
T20 World Cup title defence at home

NEW DELHI. (Agency) 
New Zealand are eyeing an opportunity to put 

their learnings from the first ODI into 
practice as they aim to make a comeback in 
the second fixture of the three-match series 
on Wednesday, January 14, at the Niranjan 
Shah Stadium, Khandheri, Rajkot. The 
Kiwis lost the series opener by four wickets 
despite making India toil hard during their 
run chase in the second innings.

As New Zealand look to level the series in the 
second match, star batter Henry Nicholls 
acknowledged their inexperience on the 
bowling front and placed the onus on the 
batters to bat deep once they get their eye in. 
New Zealand got off to a great start in the 
first ODI, with the openers adding 117 runs 
for the first wicket, but they failed to 
capitalise on it during the death overs.

“From a batting point of view, we did a lot of 

things pretty well and it’s a case of us being 
able to do them for a bit longer. Devon and I 
(had a) partnership at the top — if one of us 
is able to bat for an extended period of time” 
Nicholls said during the pre-match press 
conference.“That’s always the case in one-
day cricket. If you’re able to have wickets in 
hand and a set batter going through to the 
last 15 or 10 overs, then it certainly extends 
y o u r  d e a t h - o v e r s  p e r i o d , ”  h e  
added.Nicholls also spoke about the 
challenges of bowling to stalwarts such as 
Rohit Sharma and Virat Kohli and backed 
their inexperienced bowling unit to find 
ways to put them under pressure.

“That’s the challenge when you come over 
here, and certainly as a young group — even 
as an experienced group — when you play 
against players who have played that much 
cricket. But to see it firsthand in the first 
game, and the way the guys adapted, 
particularly from a bowling point of view, 
bowling to those guys and finding ways to 
try and put them under pressure, was 
encouraging,” he said.

NEW DELHI. (Agency) some pride. Lanning, too, has been   Delhi Capitals Women (Playing 
unable to make a telling impact with XI): Lizelle Lee (wk), Shafali January 14 promises to be an emotional 
the bat, managing a strike rate of just Verma,  Laura  Wolvaard t ,  occasion for Meg Lanning and the Delhi 
91.66 so far. J e m i m a h  R o d r i g u e s  ( c ) ,  Capitals as former allies reunite when the 

Marizanne Kapp, Niki Prasad, With the tournament quickly slipping Capitals take on the UP Warriorz in Navi 
Chinelle Henry, Sneh Rana, away, the stakes could not be higher. Mumbai on Wednesday. The separation after 
Minnu Mani, Nandani Sharma, Another defeat would severely dent last season has not been kind to either side, 
Shree CharaniMumbai Indians their hopes of finishing in the top with both teams yet to open their account this 
Women (Playing XI): Amelia three. The Capitals currently carry a campaign, having lost their first two 
Kerr, G Kamalini (wk), Nat net run rate of -1.350, while the matches.The split has offered little relief as 
Sciver-Brunt, Harmanpreet Kaur Warriorz are worse off at -2.443, both teams enter the clash desperate to halt 
(c), Nicola Carey, Sajeevan underlining the urgency not just to their losing streaks. The Capitals began with 
Sajana, Amanjot Kaur, Poonam win, but to win convincingly.a heavy 50-run defeat to the Mumbai Indians 
Khemnar,before suffering another setback, allowing WPL 2026, DC-W vs UPW-W: Head-

the Gujarat Giants to snatch victory from the Triveni Vasistha, Shabnim Ismail, to-head
batting, with an average first-innings score jaws of defeat despite Laura Wolvaardt Sanskriti GuptaThe Capitals have dominated the Warriorz, 
of 184. Teams are likely to opt to field first, as appearing set to guide them home. WPL 2026, DC-W vs UPW-W: Match winning four of their six meetings so far. The 
the surface is expected to remain consistent CAN WARRIORZ BOUNCE BACK? Predictiontwo sides have faced each other only once at 
and dew could play a role later in the the DY Patil Stadium, where the Capitals The Warriorz, meanwhile, have endured a The Capitals will head into the contest as 
evening. There is no forecast of rain, with secured a 42-run victory, driven by an all-torrid start, particularly with the ball. Their favourites, though only marginally so. Their 
temperatures hovering around the 28-degree round performance from Jess Jonassen.struggles were compounded by a fragile bowlers were tested by Sophie Devine early 
Celsius mark.batting display against Royal Challengers on but recovered well in the latter stages, WPL 2026, DC-W vs UPW-W: Weather and 

WPL 2026, DC-W vs UPW-W: Predicted Bengaluru, though Deepti Sharma and while the batters impressed against Gujarat pitch conditions
Playing XIsDeandra Dottin showed resilience to salvage despite stumbling in the final over.The Navi Mumbai pitch has been excellent for 

SPORTS

really exciting. I’ve always been a lover of all 
sports. So to tap into the tennis side, I’m 
really pumped to be doing it. But yeah, I 
guess I am really lucky in the sense that I 
have such a great connection with the people 
of India, whether that be food, whether that 
be culture, whether that be cricket, and now 
it’ll be tennis.

Interviewer: Yeah, you know, you’ve perfectly 
taken me into my second question because 
everyone, including myself, has seen you 
more on the cricket field, now onto the tennis 
court. How excited are you about the 
prospect?Grace Hayden: Oh, well, don’t be 
worried now, I’ll definitely still be in the 

New Delhi. (Agency)  cricket realm. But tennis is just a new bond with India, and her excitement about figure as far as sports presentation is 
Grace Hayden, daughter of former Australian challenge that I’ll be adding to my little bow. stepping into the tennis world. From lessons concerned. Grace Hayden is joining us today 

cricketer Matthew Hayden, has quickly But yeah, I think it’ll be a great new learned from her legendary father and viral on Sports Today. Grace, thank you so much 
carved out her own space in the world of challenge. Obviously, I love all sports, and moments on social media to friendships, for taking the time. How are you 
sports broadcasting. A familiar face in cricket tennis—especially the Australian Open—is nerves behind the mic, and her love for doing?Interviewer: No doubt about the fact 
coverage, she has built a strong connection such an exciting time of year for me. I mean, Indian food and culture, Grace reflects on a that you’re garnering a lot of love and 
with Indian audiences through her on-ground Melbourne just is perfection in January in career that continues to evolve—driven by attention here on Indian shores. How does 
presence, candid interviews, and growing terms of cricket, and then it’s obviously got curiosity, authenticity, and a genuine love for that make you feel?
social media following. Known for her ease the Australian Open as well. So yeah, I guess sport. Grace Hayden: Oh, I feel so loved. Honestly, 
with top athletes and her natural on-camera to be really extending out into tennis, I’m FULL INTERVIEW I’ve always had such a great friendship, and 
confidence, Grace is now expanding her really excited to take on the challenge. And honestly, it feels like my second family now Interviewer: She’s someone who’s got great 
horizons beyond cricket.In this conversation being an athlete in the past myself, new that I’ve spent so much time over in access as far as top athletes are concerned, 
on Sports Today, Grace opens up about her challenges are always great motivation, and I India—obviously in the cricket realm, but the daughter of former Australian cricketer 
journey in sports presentation, her deepening love taking on new things.I’m moving into tennis now, which is really, Matthew Hayden and now a very prominent 

WPL 2026: Meg Lanning set for emotional 
reunion as Capitals, Warriorz seek redemption

Grace Hayden on her dad's gamble on Joe 
Root, India connection and foray into tennis

T20 World Cup: Visas denied to Pakistan-
origin USA players Here's the truth

NEW DELHI. (Agency) 
Sebastian Ofner’s Australian Open qualifying 

campaign unravelled extraordinarily after a 
moment of confusion turned a winning position 
into a crushing defeat against Nishesh 
Basavareddy.The Austrian appeared firmly in 
control when he raced to a 6–1 lead in the 
deciding-set tiebreak against the 20-year-old 
American. When he moved further ahead at 
7–1, Ofner mistakenly believed the match was 
over and began celebrating, striding toward the 
net.What Ofner seemed to forget was that final-
set tiebreaks at the Australian Open are played 
to 10 points, not seven. The realisation came 
quickly, and the expression on his face said it all 
as he returned to the baseline to resume play.By 
then, the momentum had shifted. Basavareddy 
seized the opening and responded with 
remarkable composure, winning eight of the 
next nine points to flip the match on its head. He 
eventually closed out a dramatic 4-6, 6-4, 7-6 
(13-11) victory, leaving Ofner stunned by the 
sudden collapse.Basavareddy celebrated the 

turnaround with a pointed ‘choking’ gesture 
before raising his fist, while Ofner could only 
shake hands and reflect on a moment he will 
likely want to forget.

WHO IS NISHESH BASAVAREDDY?
The win adds another chapter to Basavareddy’s 

rapidly emerging story. Born in the United 
States to parents of Indian origin, the young 
American has been attracting attention for his 
fearless approach and rapid rise through the 
ranks.He first caught the spotlight at the 
Australian Open last year after receiving a 
wildcard into the main draw. On his Grand 
Slam debut, Basavareddy stunned spectators 
by taking the opening set off Novak Djokovic, 
showing no signs of being overawed by the 
occasion despite eventually losing the 
match.That performance earned praise from 
Djokovic himself and announced Basavareddy 
as a player to watch. Known for his aggressive 
baseline game and mental resilience, he has 
continued to build momentum through strong 
results and eye-catching displays.

Tennis player forgets tie-break 
rules, celebrates early and 

suffers crushing loss

New Delhi. (Agency)  
Veteran PV Sindhu made a tremendous return 

from injury at the Malaysia Open. The ace 
shuttler, who was out of competition since 
October, raced to the semi-finals of the first 
competition of the year, showing that she was 
ready to go deep in this year’s competitions.

The shuttler spoke about her rehabilitation 
ahead of her first match at the India Open 
Super 750 and stated that she did not want to 
rush things this time around. The choice was 
perhaps the correct one, as the season runs 
deep, with the World Championships and the 
Asian Games set to be hosted in August and 
S e p t e m b e r  i n  I n d i a  a n d  J a p a n  
respectively.Sindhu revealed that she had 
suffered a slight tear in her toe and wanted to 
ensure she returned at full fitness instead of 
rushing back at 50 percent.“In badminton, 
footwork is everything. You need to be quick 
on your toes, so it was important to address it 
properly before coming back,” Sindhu told 
the media on Monday, January 12.

“I wanted to make sure I was completely 
injury-free and back to 100 percent before 
returning to competition. I felt that was a 
smarter decision than playing at 50 percent, 
going on court without confidence and 
risking things further,” she added.Her 
rehabilitation process took her to the United 

States, where she worked with Wayne 
Lombard, a figure she has trusted through 
Olympic cycles before.“I had worked with 
him earlier, before and during the Olympics, 
and we resumed training together around two 
months ago, soon after the injury. Things 
have been going well so far.”“The focus has 
not been on one specific area but more on 
overall body management and recovery. 
What worked five or 10 years ago does not 
necessarily work now,” she said.

“There are days when recovery is more 
important than pushing through a gym 
session. Understanding your body and 
managing it properly is crucial.”Sindhu said 
she also spent some time in Atlanta during her 
rehabilitation.

Henry Nicholls backs 
inexperienced New 

Zealand side to 
bounce back in Rajkot

After WPL snub, 
Australia captain Alyssa 

ZGrace Hayden talks about her father 
Matthew Hayden's risky Joe Root 
bet, the overwhelming love she 
receives from Indian fans, and why 
she's excited to step beyond cricket 
and into the world of tennis 
broadcasting.
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Apparel exporters have 
written to the Ministry of  
Finance seeking measures for 
the sector that could help 
them navigate through the 
challenges

New Delhi.(Agency) lakh crore in market capitalisation. FIIs emerging markets.”Gour however said 
have also been on a selling spree, that India’s core fundamentals remain Dalal Street has started 2026 on a weak 
having offloaded shares worth $1.72 stable.“India’s domestic fundamentals note, extending the pressure seen 
billion in January so far after a record like growth prospects, government through much of last year. After being 
$19 billion outflow in 2025.GLOBAL capex, and corporate balance sheets among the worst-performing major 
UNCERTAINTY DRIVES THE have not suddenly broken. This global markets in 2025, Dalal Street has 
SELLOFFMarket experts say the correction is also a healthy reminder continued to lag peers at the start of the 
current fall is largely driven by global that valuations, especially in mid and new year, weighed down by global 
developments rather than a breakdown small caps, had become stretched.”uncertainty and cautious investor 
i n  I n d i a ’ s  d o m e s t i c  Trivesh D, COO of Tradejini, however, sentiment.Data from the National 
fundamentals.“Indian markets’ weak warned that the situation could worsen Stock Exchange and the Bombay Stock 
start to 2026 should be seen more as a if global risks do not ease.The way we Exchange show that the Nifty 50 has 
sharp correction driven by sentiment see it, this phase can turn structural if declined around 2.5% in the first eight 
and global factors, rather than a sign of global uncertainty lingers. Indian trading sessions of 2026, while the 
a deep structural problem,” said markets were not cheap to begin with, Sensex has fallen about 1.93% between 
Pravesh Gour, Senior Technical and valuations need either strong January 1 and January 10.This marks 
Analyst at Swastika Investmart Ltd.He earnings growth or time to cool off,” he the worst start to a calendar year since 
added that the fall has come after a said.ROLE OF GLOBAL CUES AND 2016, when the Sensex had dropped 
strong run-up, and it coincides with CAPITAL FLOWS4.53% amid concerns over a slowdown 
global risk aversion due to geopolitical in China and broader global growth Experts said global risk aversion has 
tensions, uncertain interest-rate paths, worries.From the January 2 peak, BSE- played a key role in recent market 
and foreign investor selling across listed companies have lost nearly Rs 20 weakness.

NPS, PF withdrawal rule changes: 
What you can take out and when

pressures, and help Indian exporters 
retain market share,” stated AEPC.

Additionally, apparel exporters seek for 
higher interest subvention under Export 
Promotion Mission (EPM). Under the 
EPM, an interest subvention of 2.75% 
with a cap of Rs 50 lakh per year is 
currently available to the exporters. 
However, they flagged that it is not 
sufficient and requested an increase in 
the interest subvention rate to 5%, along 
with relaxation of the Rs 50 lakh annual 
cap, to meaningfully support MSME 
exporters.

New Delhi.(Agency) “Budget 2026 should revise interest 
The apparel sector, which is one of the worst through the challenges.“The apparel affected. ICRA expects the revenues of support for exporters to lower borrowing 

hit due to the US tariff, expects the sector is not seeking blanket support, but apparel exporters to decline by 6-9% in costs considering moratorium for 
upcoming Budget 2026 to introduce a targeted, temporary, and growth-oriented FY2026. Thus, AEPC recommended the MSMEs in tariff-hit sectors, expand 
Focus Market Scheme (FMS) primarily interventions that address extraordinary introduction of a Focus Market Scheme credit guarantees to encourage bank 
for exports to the US, a higher interest external shocks, safeguard employment, specifically for apparel exports to the US. lending, and widen ECGC cover to 
subvention under Export Promotion and strengthen India’s position as a protect against payment risks,”  said  “Under the proposed scheme, exporters 
Mission (EPM) and also a reduction in reliable global sourcing hub,” said A Krishan Arora, Partner and Indirect Tax should be provided freely transferable 
GST on textile and apparel machinery Sakthivel, Chairman, Apparel Export Leader, Grant Thornton Bharat.Exporters incentive scrips equivalent to 20% of the 
from 18% to 5%. Promotion Council (AEPC). With the US also advocated for reintroducing the 15% FOB value of exports, aligned with the 

Apparel exporters have also written to the imposing a 50% tariff on textile and Concessional Tax Rate under Section period for which the additional U.S. tariff 
Ministry of Finance seeking measures for apparel exports the cost competitiveness 115BAB, which was discontinued in remains in force. This would directly 
the sector that could help them navigate of the Indian exporters has been severely March 2024.  offset the tariff burden, ease liquidity 

Budget 2026: Apparel sector seeks higher 
interest subvention rate; focused market scheme

Gold and silver prices continue to 
rally: Buy now or wait for a dip

New Delhi.(Agency)
The first IPO of 2026 has set the primary market 

ablaze with massive investor demand, and 
attention has now shifted to allotment as Bharat 
Coking Coal IPO allotment has been finalised, 
with investors eagerly checking whether they have 
received shares in one of the most heavily 
subscribed issues seen in recent times.

With subscriptions running into triple digits and the 
grey market premium, or GMP, remaining strong, 
expectations around listing gains continue to stay 
high.Gaurav Garg, Research Analyst at Lemonn 
Markets Desk, said, "The strong response to the 
Bharat Coking Coal IPO underscores investor 
confidence in the company’s monopolistic 
position in India’s coking coal segment and its 
long-term demand visibility.""The anchor book 
was fully subscribed at 1x, with 11.88 crore shares 
allotted, raising Rs 273.13 crore, providing early 

institutional validation to the issue," he 
added.FINAL SUBSCRIPTION NUMBERS

Bharat Coking Coal IPO saw extraordinary demand 
across all investor categories by the time bidding 
closed on January 13, 2026. BCCL IPO was 
subscribed 143.85 times overall.

Retail investors subscribed the issue 49.37 times, 
qualified institutional buyers (QIB) subscribed it 
310.81 times, excluding anchor investors, and 
non-institutional investors (NII) subscribed the 
issue 240.49 timesThe sharp jump in QIB and NII 
participation on the final day highlighted 
aggressive bidding as investors rushed to secure 
allotment.

HOW TO CHECK ALLOTMENT STATUS
Investors who applied for BCCL IPO can check their 

allotment status online through the Bombay Stock 
Exchange (BSE) website or the portal of KFin 
Technologies Limited, which is the official 
registrar for the issue.

BUSINESS

BCCL IPO allotment out: 
Check your status, listing 

date, and GMP

New Delhi.(Agency) means more control over savings and and other genuine needs. Claim 
potentially more certainty in post- processing has been streamlined,  Recent changes in NPS and EPF rules are 
retirement income. NPS remains a cutting paperwork and reducing reshaping how India’s workers access 
long-term product, but it is no longer as delays.For salaried employees, this retirement savings. The focus is on 
inflexible as before. shifts EPF from being only a retirement easier withdrawals when needed, 

pool to also serving as a temporary without fully weakening long-term WHAT HAS CHANGED IN EPF
financial buffer during job retirement security.This is not just 
loss, medical emergencies, or a policy tweak. It directly affects 
major life expenses, without how and when retirement money 
fully dismantling long-term can be used.
savings.WHAT HAS CHANGED IN NPS

WHY THIS MATTERSThe National Pension System has 
Taken together, these changes traditionally been a tightly locked 

signal a broader policy shift. product, with limited exit options 
Retirement savings are no and compulsory annuity purchase 
longer entirely untouchable, at retirement. That rigidity is now 
but they remain protected from being eased.The regulator,  
unrestricted use. The intent is Pension Fund Regulatory and 
con t ro l l ed  access  wi th  D e v e l o p m e n t  A u t h o r i t y  
flexibility when required and (PFRDA), has relaxed withdrawal 
discipline when necessary.and exit norms, allowing greater The Employees’ Provident Fund is 

flexibility in accessing the corpus in However, it is important to note that becoming easier to access, especially 
specific situations.Work is also easier withdrawals can help in difficult during periods of financial stress.
underway on a framework for assured times, but frequent or poorly planned The Employees’ Provident Fund 
or predictable pension payouts, access can weaken retirement security. Organisation (EPFO) has simplified 
indicating a possible shift away from Understanding the revised rules is now withdrawal processes, expanded 
purely market-linked uncertainty. as important as monitoring the balance digital services, and allowed higher 

itself.For those approaching retirement, this access to funds during unemployment 

New Delhi.(Agency)
Benchmark stock market indices opened lower on 

Wednesday, continuing their downtick due to lack of 
fresh positive triggers as weak global cues weighed 
in on investor sentiment.

The S&P BSE Sensex was up marginally by 15.58 
points to 83,643.27, while the NSE Nifty50 added 
7.95 points to 25,740.25 as of 9:23 am.

Dr. VK Vijayakumar, Chief Investment Strategist, 
Geojit Investments Limited, said that since the 
beginning of the year 2026 geopolitical events are 
dominating the global news."Some of these events 
may have serious impact on the markets, but the 
markets have not not been impacted significantly. 
Stock investment can be frustrating at times; it can 
disappoint for long. What smart investors should do 
in uncertain volatile times like now is to remain 
invested and continue investing in fairly-valued 
quality growth stocks for the long-term," he 
added.Tata Steel was the top gainer in early trade, 
rising 1.62%, followed by Axis Bank, which gained 
1.03%. NTPC moved up 0.96%, Bharat Electronics 
added 0.60%, and Mahindra and Mahindra was 
higher by 0.38%, supporting the indices at the open.

On the downside, pressure was seen in several stocks. 
TCS was the biggest loser, slipping 1.14%, followed 
by Sun Pharmaceutical Industries, which fell 0.99%. 
Asian Paints declined 0.97%, Kotak Mahindra Bank 
was down 0.75%, and Bajaj Finserv eased 0.62% in 
early trading."President Trump’s order imposing 25 
% tariffs on countries trading with Iran is unlikely to 
impact India significantly since India-Iran trade is 
small at around $1.6 billion," said Vijaykumar.

“China will be impacted hugely. How the Iranian crisis 
will unfold and how the U.S. reacts to the 
developments in Iran remain to be seen. The use of 
tariffs as a weapon by Trump means the world is 
likely to suffer from a tariff-ridden trade system for 
sometime," he added.

New Delhi.(Agency)
China registered a trade surplus of nearly $1.2 

trillion in 2025, the government reported on 
Wednesday. The record figure comes as strong 
exports to international markets offset slowing 
shipments to the United States.

According to customs data cited by AP, the country's 
exports rose 5.5% to $3.77 trillion last year, while 
imports remained steady at $2.58 trillion. The 
nation’s trade surplus in 2024 had stood at $992 
billion.ack in December, exports rose 6.6% from 
the previous year in dollar terms, surpassing 
economists’ expectations and improving on 
November’s 5.9% year-on-year increase. At the 
same time, imports in the last month of 2025, rose 
5.7% year-on-year, compared with a 1.9% increase 
in November.Though shipments to the United 
States have fallen drastically after President 
Donald Trump’s return to office and his escalation 
of the trade war with China, the decline has been 
largely offset by exports to South America, 
Southeast Asia, Africa and Europe.

China’s economic growth has maintained its annual 
rate close to the official target of about 5%, thanks 
to strong exports. Other countries, meanwhile, are 
facing concerns about the impact of cheap imports 
on local industries.Last month, the head of the 
International Monetary Fund urged China to 
address economic imbalances and accelerate its 
shift away from export dependence by boosting 
domestic demand and investment.Meanwhile, a 
prolonged downturn in the property sector, 
triggered by the authorities’ crackdown on 
excessive borrowing and subsequent developer 
defaults, continues to weigh on consumer 
confidence and domestic spending.

Dalal Street's worst new year in a 
decade. Should investors worry

Muted start on Dalal Street 
as benchmark indices drift 
lower

Money, said MCX Gold remains firmly remains deeply embedded in a strong Ponmudi said the current pause should not 
placed within an uptrend despite bullish channel.Ponmudi said silver is be mistaken for weakness. “This 
elevated levels.“MCX Gold is trading emerging as a high-beta outperformer. consolidation appears to be healthy profit-
close to the recent session high and “Persistent buying on dips highlights taking within a powerful uptrend, rather 
continues to display strong positive robust demand and positions silver as a than any sign of trend exhaustion,” he 
momentum. The structure remains strong outperformer within the precious 
firmly bullish, with a clear higher-high metals space,” he said.According to 
and higher-low formaton within a rising him, the upside remains open as long as 
channel,” he said.According to key levels hold. “Sustained strength 
Ponmudi, a breakout above the Rs above Rs 2,85,000 keeps the upside bias 
1,43,000 mark could extend the rally intact, with potential breakout targets at 
further. “A breakout above Rs 1,43,000 Rs 2,90,000–Rs 3,00,000 and higher,” 
could  push  pr ices  toward  Rs  Ponmudi said.On the downside, he 

New Delhi.(Agency) 1,45,000–Rs 1,48,000 in the near term,” expects buying interest to emerge on 
he added.However, he cautioned against corrections. “A dip below Rs 2,70,000 Gold and silver prices continue to trade near 
chasing prices. “The preferred strategy could test the Rs 2,65,000–Rs 2,48,000 record levels across domestic and global 
remains buy-on-dips in the Rs zone, where fresh accumulation is likely markets, keeping investors cautious. After 
1,38,000–Rs 1,40,000 zone. As long as to emerge,” he added.said.He added that global fundamentals a sharp rally over the past few months, the 
this support holds, the broader bullish remain supportive. “A sustained move key question is whether prices still offer GLOBAL SILVER RALLY BACKED 
view remains intact,” Ponmudi said. above $4,650 could accelerate the next leg an entry opportunity or whether waiting BY INDUSTRIAL DEMAND

higher toward $4,750–$5,000 in the for a correction makes more sense.Market GLOBAL CUES KEEP GOLD TREND COMEX Silver is trading near $89.60 and 
coming months, supported by central experts say the broader trend remains SUPPORTIVE continues to register fresh higher highs. 
bank buying, safe-haven flows, and bullish, but timing has become critical. On the global front, COMEX Gold is Prices remain decisively above short- and 
expectations of a more accommodative consolidating near $4,628 after marking medium-term averages following a strong GOLD NEAR RECORD LEVELS
global policy environment,” Ponmudi successive lifetime highs. Prices remain breakout.Ponmudi said the global silver MCX Gold is trading close to its recent high 
said.well above key technical supports, rally is being driven by fundamentals. of Rs 1,43,173 and continues to show 

including the rising trendline and the 20- “The move is supported by strong S I LV E R  O U T P E R F O R M S  I N  strong positive momentum. The price 
day exponential moving average around industrial demand from sectors such as DOMESTIC MARKETSstructure remains firmly bullish, 
$4,500–$4,587. The earlier resistance solar, electric vehicles, AI, and Silver continues to outperform gold, supported by higher highs and higher 
zone of $4,500–$4,550 has now turned electronics, along with safe-haven flows particularly in the domestic market. MCX lows.Commenting on the domestic 
into a strong support base. and tightening supply conditions.Silver is trading around Rs 2,86,000 and market, Ponmudi R, CEO of Enrich 

Indian IT companies raise 
fresher salaries for elite AI 
roles

With gold and silver near record 
highs, investors face a choice 
between chasing momentum or 
waiting for pullbacks. Price levels, 
support zones, and timing will decide 
near-term returns for portfolios.

Copper prices have risen sharply this year due to supply disruptions at key global mines and strong demand from sectors such as electrification, renewable energy and artificial intelligence-led infrastructure.

New record! China trade 
surplus hits $1.2 trillion - 
what’s the outlook for 2026

New Delhi.(Agency)
Indian IT companies are finally breaking their long-

standing fresher pay ceiling. After years of entry-
level salaries stuck near Rs 8 lakh, top firms like 
Infosys and HCLTech are now offering Rs 20 lakh-
plus packages for select graduates with AI, data and 
deep-tech skills.HCLTech has reworked its fresher 
compensation model. The company is offering Rs 18 
lakh to Rs 22 lakh per annum to what it internally 
calls an “elite cadre” of engineers specialising in data 
and AI, digital engineering, cybersecurity and 
enterprise skills.Speaking at the company’s 
December-quarter earnings call, HCLTech Chief 
People Officer Ram Sundararajan said: “Two 
quarters back, we did very proactively talk about the 
elite engineers. We had shared that our entry-level 
salaries will have the elite cadre earning 3X–4X of 
the regular hires anywhere between Rs 18 lakhs to 22 
lakhs.”Infosys also recently said that the entry-level 
compensation for specialised technology roles now 
goes up to Rs 21 lakh per annum. The company is 
launching off-campus hiring for 2025 engineering 
graduates, with roles such as Specialist Programmer 
and Digital Specialist Engineer offering packages 
ranging from Rs 7 lakh to Rs 21 lakh.

Only Few Qualify
Although industry experts said that only a small 

fraction of graduates qualify for these high-paying 
roles. “Very few, only close to 1–2% of freshers 
qualify for salaries over 20 lakh,” Neeti Sharma, 
CEO of TeamLease Digital said. “Even within IITs 
and top engineering institutes, this applies to a very 
small subset.” She added that advanced AI, cloud and 
data roles face a 70–80% skill gap. 
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Kids 
Stronger 

who walk early 
likely to have 

BonesBones
Kids, especially boys, who start walking, 
running and jumping early at 18 months of age 
are more likely to have stronger bones later in 
adulthood, a study has found.
These movements in toddlers place a stress on 
the bones, causing them to become wider and 
thicker, thereby making them stronger than 
those in children who may not be moving as 
much, the study said.

The findings from the study may help to 
identify who is at a greater risk of 
osteoporosis and bone fractures in later 
life.
"The findings are intriguing as they 
provide a link which wasn't previously 
understood, primarily that how we move 
as a young child can have ramifications for 
our bone strength even 16 years later," said 

lead researcher Alex Ireland from 
Manchester Metropolitan University in 
Britain.
"Being more active gives you stronger 
muscles which can then apply bigger forces 
to the bones as we walk, run or jump, 
helping to strengthen bones as we grow 
older," he added in the paper published in the 
Journal of Bone and Mineral Research.

The team analysed 2,327 participants from 
children born in the early 1990s.
Their movement was assessed at 18 months, 
and hip and shin bone size, shape and mineral 
density was measured at 17 years of age for 
both males and females, by scanning with X-
ray absorptiometry and peripheral computed 
tomography.
The findings showed the effect was more 

pronounced in males than in females, 
suggesting early movement plays less of a role 
in female bone strength.
"Importantly, the results could have 
implications for later life by helping medical 
practitioners to anticipate and detect those who 
are at a greater risk of osteoporosis or fractures, 
thus helping them to devise prevention and 
coping strategies," Ireland stated.

Stronger 

who walk early 
likely to have 

Handling 
adult sibling

RivalryRivalry
Screaming, sulking, pillow fights and 
contemplating strangulation - your 
sibling can elicit many adverse reactions 
when you're growing up. As adults, life 
events like weddings, careers and more, 
change you, your sibling and your 
relationship - sometimes not for the 
better. Bury the hatchet, the knife, the 
machete and the hammer, along with 
sibling animosity, with three steps.
Get rid of Baggage
The first step is to discard any tension and 
judgment your parents may have 
unknowingly created between the two of 
you. "To make your relationship with 
your sibling work, you have to edit your 

parents out," says psychologist Melisha 
Kar. We often carry a lot of what we have 
learned through our families with us, even 
down to identifying ourselves as the good 
or bad child or the favourite child or the 
successful one; this can spill over into 
adulthood. "Starting with a clean slate 
allows you to see your siblings in a new 
and, hopefully, more positive light," adds 
Kar.
Break the ice
"If you aren't talking to a sibling, start 
now," says graphic designer Shalini Nair, 
36. "My sister and I stopped talking to 
each other for over two years. But after my 
daughter Reya was born, my husband 
encouraged me to set my feelings aside 
because Reya would want an aunt in her 
life." Shalini's husband convinced her that 
the relationship with siblings is the longest 
relationship in life. "This helped me make 
the effort to break the ice," says Nair.
Are you the Problem?

If you are afraid to trust your sibling or be open with 
them, ask yourself if the problem could be you. "The 
question might not be whether you can trust your 
sibling, but whether you can trust yourself to deal 
with whatever they do," says psychologist Dr Phil 
McGraw. "Trust yourself to come out from behind 
your wall, deal with what happens, and love them 
through it. If you have feelings of jealousy towards 
your sibling, ask yourself if you're really resentful of 
his/her success or whether you just have a need that 
isn't being met."
If you need your sibling to acknowledge, explain or 
apologise for something, tell them. You may not get 
the answer you want, but at least, the problem is now 
out in the open instead of you festering all the 
resentment.
Paris and Nicki Hilton
While Paris got all the media attention initially, 
younger sister Nicki was the real party girl. These 
days, however, Nicki is working behind the scenes 
with fashion labels.
Liam and Noel Gallagher
The Oasis bandmates' feud attracted plenty of media 
attention in 1994. After Liam altered the lyrics of one 
of Noel's songs, a brawl ensued and the band's split 
quickly followed.
Jessica and Ashlee Simpson
Ashlee came into the music scene four years after her 
older sister and penned Shadow, a song that hinted at 
years of jealousy and feeling neglected as Jessica 
rose to fame.

Ways to parent 
an introvert child

According to child therapist Jayashree 
Nair, it is extremely necessary for parents 
to ensure that their children voice out their 
thoughts and opinions from a young age. 
She says, "Even though schools do 
encourage children to speak up in class and 
let their teachers know what they think, I 
believe parents should also do the same at 
home. It is only when they start talking and 
expressing their concerns will they 
become confident in life."
However, if your child is shy or feels 
intimidated by the thought of opening up, 
here are a few ways you can make the 
process easy for him/her.
Know there is nothing unusual about being 
an introvert
There are many children who find it 
extremely difficult to open up not only to 
their teachers and friends at school but also 
to their parents. And there is absolutely 
nothing wrong with that. As a parent, the 
least you can do is understand what your 
child is trying to communicate with you 
without speaking much.
Introduce your child to new people and 
surroundings gradually
Do not rush into anything. Take your time 
to acclimatise your child to new situations 

and people. Make sure that you even 
communicate this with those who are 
meeting your kid for the first time. You 
don't want your child growing up feeling 
awkward and hesitant while meeting 
others.
Help your child cultivate his/her 
passion
The only way a child can start socialising 
is when he/she moves out of the four 
walls of the house and makes new 
friends. This can either happen in school 
or in hobby classes. Make sure that your 
child is participating in extra-curricular 
activities and takes up a hobby. Apart 
from keeping your child busy through 
the day, it will also ensure that he/she is 
mixing around with other kids in the 
class.
Point out when they starts enjoying what 
they were initially scared of
To make sure that your child feels 
confident about himself/herself, point 
out whenever he/she starts doing 
something that they were previously 
scared of. This could be anything — 
from starting a conversation with a 
neighbour to playing outdoors with 
friends.
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