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The Sikh Times
CHANDIGARH, December 31: To

make policing more efficient, respon-
sive, and professional as per the com-
mitment of Chief Minister Bhagwant
Singh Mann, Director General of
Police (DGP) Punjab Gaurav Yadav on
Wednesday outlined an ambitious and
technology-driven “Vision 2026” for
the Punjab Police, centered on a mas-
sive infrastructure and capability
upgrade. A key focus is the upgrade of
the Dial 112 Emergency Response
Support System (ERSS) with dedicat-
ed Dial 112 Central control room build-
ing to be established at Mohali with
the cost of ?52 crores, while a fleet of
vehicles will be augmented with the
cost of ?50 crores.  “Our target is to
drastically reduce the current average
response time of 12-13 minutes to just

7-8 minutes,” said the DGP, while
adding that simultaneously, District
Control Rooms across Punjab
are also being upgraded with
an investment of ?25 crores to
ensure seamless coordina-
tion and faster incident man-
agement, directly contribut-
ing to the reduced response
time target. DGP Gaurav
Yadav, accompanied by IGP
Headquarters Sukhchain
Singh Gill, was addressing a
press conference to share the
future roadmap of Punjab
Police.  For border security,
DGP Gaurav Yadav said that the
Second Line of Defence will see 2,367
CCTV cameras installed at 585 loca-
tions along the International Border at
a cost of ?49.58 crores, which will be
act as force multipliers. The Anti-

Drone System (ADS) fleet will be
expanded from the current three oper-

ational systems to an additional six
under procurement, with 10 more to
be procured later in a phased manner,
he said, while adding that Drone
Response Teams (DRTs) have also
been pressed into action, and will be

greatly synergised with Village
Defence Committees (VDC) mem-
bers’ involvement in the coming year.
Highlighting the continuous moderni-
sation drive, the DGP revealed that the
Punjab Government has spent over
?800 crores on modernisation of
Punjab Police in the last three years.
He said that all the SP rank officers in
the field have been given new vehicles,
besides, all the Police Stations and
Police Posts have also been equipped
with new vehicles.  He added that the
state government has approved a
mega police building project worth
?426 crores to be spent over the next
three years. This includes new head-
quarters for the Cyber Crime division
at Phase 4 in Mohali, new police lines
in Nawanshahr and Malerkotla dis-
tricts, and 11 other new police station
buildings.     Contd.............page-7

Punjab Govt has spent over 800 crore on modernisation of Punjab Police in last
3 years, with major upgrades set to continue in 2026: DGP Gaurav Yadav



Noida.(Agency)
   A 49-year-old cyclist died after a BMW 

speeding through fog crashed into him 
from behind in Nithari village late on 
Monday night.Ashok Sharma, a resident of 
Khurja in Bulandshahr, was returning 
home on his bicycle after work when the 
BMW hit him near Saraswati School, close 
to pillar number 30 of the Noida elevated 
road, around 11pm. The impact flung him 
in the air, hurled him several metres ahead 
and snapped the bicycle into two halves. 
He suffered grievous injuries in the head 
and other body parts.After striking the 
cyclist, the BMW went out of control and 
crashed into a nearby electricity pole, 
damaging it badly, before climbing onto 
the road divider. Passersby who witnessed 
the accident informed police and rushed 
Sharma to a nearby hospital, where he 
succumbed to injuries. A team from Sector 
20 police station reached the accident spot 
and arrested the driver — Mankul Mahajan 
(39), a property dealer living in a society in 

Sector 44. Police said Mahajan attempted 
to flee after the accident, but locals caught 
him and handed him over to cops.

An FIR was registered against Mahajan for 
causing death by negligence and rash 
driving. The BMW — bearing a VIP 
registration number UP16-EB 4444 — 
was seized and taken to the police station. 
Its front portion was badly damaged.

A senior police officer said the accident 
occurred amid foggy conditions and 
compromised visibility, when speed limits 
are already reduced on major stretches. 

"The car was being driven at a very high 
speed, which appears to be the primary 
cause of the crash. We sent the driver for a 
medical examination, whose reports 
were unclear on whether he was drunk at 
the time of the accident," the officer said.

A video of the car's interior was widely 
circulated on social media, purportedly 
showing cigarette packets, lighter and 
empty liquor bottles inside the vehicle. 
The clip triggered public outrage and 
demands for strict action against the 
BMW driver.Sharma,  who was 
employed as a supervisor at an institution 
in Sector 10, was the sole earning 
member of his family. After autopsy, the 
body was handed over to the family, who 
are expected to perform the last rites on 
Wednesday. The family demanded 
compensation from the state govt and 
strict punishment for the accused. Police 
pointed out that Sharma was linked to 
earlier controversies as well, including 
an alleged online betting case in 2024.

Multi-level car parking to community centre: CM 
Saini launches Rs 113cr infra projects in city

BMW speeding through dense fog mows down cyclist in Noida

CBSE suspends affiliation of private 
school in Gurgaon for flouting rules

Gurgaon.(Agency)
 A man was arrested from Hyderabad on 

Monday for allegedly cheating a senior 
citizen under the pretext of cancer 
treatment for a woman.

Officials from the economic offences 
wing (EOW) said the fraud was carried 
out in collusion by two perons, with 
fake bank transfer screenshots and 
emotional blackmail used to extract 
money.The case came to light after a 
senior citizen registered a complaint, 
alleging that a woman from Nepal, 
identified as Yangji Sherpa, alias Yana, 
duped him of Rs 2.21 crore. The 
complainant said that he met the 
woman at a spa centre last year

"The complainant said that the woman 
sought money repeatedly for one year, 
claiming it was needed for her sister's 
cancer treatment, and sent forged 
screenshots of bank transactions to 
create an impression that she was 
returning the funds. Whenever the 
complainant demanded his money, she 
allegedly threatened to end her life," 
the officer said.A case was registered 
at Sector 40 police station and the 
investigation was handed over to 
EOW-I. Cops found the involvement 
of a second accused, Azhar Ahmad 
(30) from Hyderabad."The accused 
disclosed that he executed the fraud 
along with his female friend Yangji 
Sherpa," the officer said, adding 
Ahmad was nabbed from Hyderabad 
on Dec 29.Police said Yangji received 
around Rs 2.18 crore from the 
complainant between May 2024 and 
April 2025. To maintain trust, about Rs 
18 lakh was sent back to the 
complainant at intervals, while forged 
screenshots of additional transfers 
were shared to falsely indicate 
repayment.Investigators said the bank 
account used to receive the money 
belonged to Yangji Sherpa, while the 
mobile number used to communicate 
with the complainant was registered in 
Ahmad's name.

DEHLI/NCR

Roads under water; trees & poles 
uprooted: Cities on knees again

Noida/Ghaziabad. The showers that started Friday 
and continued on Sunday has led to heavy 
waterlogging in Noida and Ghaziabad.

A park for children in Noida Sector 51 has turned into 
a shallow pool, while parks and green belts in 
sectors 119, 12, 30, 120, etc., also remained out of 
bounds due to flooding.Low-lying areas, like 
Botanical Garden Metro station in Noida and Jagat 
Farm Market in Greater Noida, are under at least 
two feet of water. Meanwhile, residents reported 
flooded roads and basements in Noida sectors 22, 
30, 36, 51, 62, 71, 104, 105, 72, 117, 122, 99, 
etc.The picture is similar in Ghaziabad, with Abhay 
Khand, Loni, and Muradnagar facing waterlogging.

Late on Sunday, following reports of 12 people stuck 
in Tronica City due to heavy waterlogging, a team 
of Ghaziabad NDRF carried out a rescue operation. 
Considering a warning of heavy rain ahead, NDRF 
teams are on high alert for emergency response in 
Noida and Ghaziabad.Residents blamed the 
authorities for not taking adequate measures to 
check flooding.“The Noida Authority failed to 
prepare for the monsoon in advance. All its claims 
have fallen flat. In Sector 51, people are wading 
through one-and-a-half feet to two feet of water. 
The Sunday showers also left houses and basements 
flooded.

News box

MCG seals seven properties 
over 1.8 crore tax dues

Gurgaon.(Agency)
 Enforcement teams of the Municipal Corporation of 

Gurugram (MCG) sealed seven properties across the 
city on Tuesday for non-payment of property tax dues 
amounting to Rs 1.8 crore, despite multiple notices being 
issued to the owners.The sealing drive was led by zonal 
taxation officer Pankaj Kumar, along with tax inspector 
Pankaj Saluja and their team. According to MCG 
officials, two properties in Kherki Daula had 
outstanding dues of Rs 30,82,747 and RS 19,72,508, 
respectively. In Mohammadpur Jharsa, two properties 
were found to have pending tax of Rs 27,35,536 and Rs 
22,65,126.A property in Narsinghpur with outstanding 
dues of RS 14,04,967 and another in Pace City-1 owing 
Rs 18,17,872 were also sealed. In addition, a property in 
Palam Vihar with pending tax dues of around ?52 lakh 
was sealed during the drive.MCG commissioner 
Pradeep Dahiya said, "Property tax is the main source of 
income for the MCG, through which the city's 
cleanliness, roads, sewers, water supply, and other civic 
amenities are operated. Strict action like sealing will 
continue against defaulters who do not deposit tax 
despite repeated notices."He appealed to property 
owners to deposit their outstanding property tax on time 
to avoid punitive action, adding that the corporation will 
intensify its campaign against tax defaulters in the 
coming days.The sealing drive resulted in the collection 
of Rs 7 crore in a single day. So far, MCG has collected 
Rs 285 crore in property tax during the current financial 
year, with officials expecting further increases by March 
2026 as enforcement continues. This year, MCG and 
MCM have also introduced artificial intelligence (AI) to 
boost property tax revenue. Using AI, residents with 
outstanding dues are being identified and approached, 
their queries resolved, and assistance provided in paying 
pending taxes. Gurgaon.(Agency)

Chief minister Nayab Singh Saini on 
Tuesday inaugurated and laid the 
foundation for development projects 
worth around Rs 113 crore in the city. 
Projects worth Rs 73 crore were 
inaugurated, including a multi-level car 
park in Sadar Bazar costing Rs 55 crore 
and a community centre in Sector 14 
costing Rs 18 crore.The projects for 
which the foundation stone was laid 
include a model road and drain in Sector 
16 at a cost of Rs 8.32 crore, a sewerage 
and drinking water pipeline in Sector 17A 
at a cost of Rs 6.28 crore, hostel 
construction work in Sector 16 at a cost of 
Rs 6.67 crore, and special repair work in 
the new vegetable market at a cost of Rs 
19.41 crore.The much-awaited multi-
level car parking facility in Sadar Bazar 
was completed a few months back and the 
inauguration was pending. To ensure 
smooth management, MCG outsourced 

its operation and maintenance to a private 
company for a period of 5 years.The car 
parking facility was constructed over 
3,187 square metres, with 3 basements 
and 6 floors and can accommodate 218 
cars. The facility is expected to ease 
parking woes in one of the city's most 
c r o w d e d  a n d  o l d e s t  m a r k e t s .  
Construction of this parking facility was 
completed in 2025 after a delay of 4 years. 
Scheduled to be completed in Dec 2021, 
the project was delayed. Saini was in the 
city for the ‘Viksit Gurugram Maharally', 
organised by MLA Mukesh Sharma. CM, 
addressing the crowd, said that out of 217 
promises made in the assembly election 
manifesto, 54 promises were fulfilled in 
just 1 year, while work on 163 promises is 
in progress. "This govt is the people's 
govt. The govt's resolve is 'Sabka Saath, 
Sabka Vikas, Sabka Vishwas and Sabka 
Prayas'," said CM.Assuring development 
of the city, CM said, "Govt will leave no 

stone unturned in the comprehensive 
development of Gurgaon, and continuous 
and effective steps will be taken in the 
direction of making it the most developed 
city in the country."Listing the works 
done by the BJP-led govt for Gurgaon 
assembly constituency, the CM said that 
in the last 11 years, development works 
worth Rs 1,909 crore were carried out in 
the Gurgaon assembly constituency, and 
out of 67 announcements made for the 
area in the past 11 and a half years, 39 
were completed and work on 11 is in 
progress.

Meanwhile, Saini said that efforts are being 
made to control the pollution through the 
operation of electric buses and modern 
waste management technologies. 
"Around 300 electric buses will join the 
fleet of city buses, and works are being 
carried out to improve sanitation 
management to deal with air pollution," 
said CM. 

Noida.(Agency)
 Central Board of Secondary Education 

(CBSE) has suspended the affiliation of 
GD Goenka High School in Sohna for 
one academic year (2026–27) after 
finding multiple violations of the board's 
bylaws. After reviewing the school's 
reply sent on Sept 29 along with the 
inspection committee's observations, 
CBSE barred the school from admitting 
students in classes IX and XI for the next 
session. Students currently enrolled in 
classes IX to XII, however, will be 
permitted to continue in the same school, 
subject to stringent safety compliance.

In its submission to CBSE, the school 
stated that it was operating on 7.68 acre 
with separate entry and exit, within a total 
land holding of 60 acre. CBSE, however, 
recorded a discrepancy between this 
claim and the information uploaded by 
the school on OASIS Portal, which 
reflected a land area of 18,211 sqm as on 
Sept 18. 

The board re jected the school ' s  
explanation, noting that it  was 
inconsistent with the inspection 
committee's physical verification 
conducted on Aug 19, which confirmed 
that three institutions were functioning 
from the same campus and within the 
same building.

The inspection report stated that GD 
Goenka High School operated from a 
portion of the ground and first floor on the 
left side of a common reception area. It 
further noted that GD Goenka World 
School, an IB school, was running from 
part of the ground and first floor on the 
right side of the same common reception, 
and GD Goenka University, a private 
university, was functioning from the 
same premises. CBSE held that this 
arrangement violated clauses 14.10 and 
9.1.3 of the affiliation bylaws, which 
prohibit sharing of school infrastructure 
with other institutions.CBSE also 
observed that the campus did not have a 

concrete boundary wall on all four sides 
and that a common reception for all three 
institutions created serious safety and 
security concerns. The board warned that 
a shared campus without physical 
segregation could expose school students 
to bullying, harassment, and unwarranted 
interaction with higher-education 
students, reiterating that every school 
must maintain a fully secured campus 
inaccessible to outsiders. It also recorded 
that the school was not in a position to 
segregate the institutions into separate 
campuses within a short time.

TOI tried to contact the school authorities 
but didn't receive a response.eyond 
infrastructure and safety lapses, the 
inspection committee reported admission 
irregularities, including students 
admitted without transfer certificates 
from previous schools, and the absence of 
a composite science lab as required under 
CBSE norms. The board flagged 
deficiencies in records, stating that 

documentation was not maintained in 
strict compliance with bylaws, standard 
operating procedures, and CBSE 
circulars and notifications issued from 
time to time.

Taking what it termed a "sympathetic view" 
in the interest of students, CBSE ordered 
a one-year suspension to allow corrective 
action. The school has been directed to 
disengage other institutions from its 
premises, ensure exclusive use of the 
building and grounds by school students 
with separate entry and exit from the 
main road, construct a six-foot-high 
concrete boundary wall around the 
campus to demarcate school land, and 
ensure that no infrastructure or human 
resources are shared with any other 
institution.

 It must also establish a Composite Science 
Lab, maintain records as per CBSE 
regulations, ensure complete student 
safety, and comply strictly with all norms 
and bylaws in future.

Frauds borrow Rs 2cr 
from senior citizen 

in Gurgaon, con him, 
1 arrested

Haryana Police seek red corner notice 
against Dubai-based gangster

Ghaziabad man allows shell 
co in his name to park syrup 
racket funds

Gurgaon.(Agency)
A contractor was arrested on Tuesday, a day after a 20-

year-old labourer died during basement excavation 
work in Sector 56. Police said the excavation was 
allegedly carried out without safety equipment and 
beyond permitted working hours.

The accused was identified as Shivpukar Giri (46), a 
resident of Deoria district in UP.Police said they 
received information through the police control room 
about several labourers being trapped under a 
collapsed mound of soil at Plot No. 26 in E Block. A 
police team reached the site and found a crowd 
gathered outside the plot. Locals informed them that 
labourers were buried during excavation work.

Rescue operations were launched immediately, and the 
crime scene unit and a magistrate were informed. Two 
labourers were initially pulled out, while another 
remained trapped. After continued digging, the third 
labourer was rescued. All three were taken to Marengo 
Hospital in Sector 56.One of them, Badal, was later 
shifted to Civil Hospital in Sector 10, where he was 
declared dead. His body was sent to mortuary.

Govind, one of the injured workers, later submitted a 
complaint stating that the contractor had brought him, 
his brother Roshan, and three others — Uday, Sagar 
and Badal — from their villages for basement 
excavation work.He alleged that although work 
usually stopped in the evening, the contractor forced 
them to continue for two additional hours after dark, 
assuring extra payment.Based on the complaint, a case 
was registered under the sections for negligence and 
culpable acts leading to death.

Contractor held for labourer’s 
death in Gurgaon

Ghaziabad.(Agency)
. A 50-year-old man was arrested near Hindon metro 

station on Tuesday for his alleged role in a cough syrup 
smuggling racket in which codeine-based syrup, 
categorised as a narcotic drug, was moved illegally and 
proceeds were routed through a shell firm registered in 
his name.According to police, Deep Prakash Gupta of 
Hardoi allowed the masterminds to use his name to set 
up a paper company against a commission. The firm's 
bank account was used to park and route money linked 
to the smuggling.The racket came to light on Oct 18, 
when three persons were arrested in UP's Sonbhadra 
with illegal cough syrup worth Rs 3 crore. During 
investigation, Sonbhadra police learnt that some gang 
members were in Ghaziabad and the supply chain ran 
from Delhi. The information was shared with cops from 
Ghaziabad, who agreed to carry out a joint operation 
with their counterparts in Sonbhadra.Following a tip-off 
on Nov 4, the police team arrested a total of eight gang 
members from a transport warehouse on Meerut Road. 
The cops recovered 1,150 cartons of cough syrup from 
four trucks parked there, including 850 cartons of Eskuf 
and 300 cartons of Phensedyl, which were hidden 
between lime sacks.Those arrested included Saurabh 
Tyagi (37), a resident of Indirapuram and one of the 
masterminds. An FIR was registered against all the 
accused under relevant sections of the NDPS Act at 
Nandgram police station.

Piyush Kumar Singh, ADCP (crime and cyber), said 
evidence pointed to financial links between Gupta, 
described as the owner of ‘DP Enterprises', Saurabh 
Tyagi, owner of RS Pharma, and Vishal Upadhyay, 
owner of Vanya Enterprises.Although transactions 
worth Rs 5 crore came to light between the three of them 
in 2024-25, police found ‘DP Enterprises' had no 
existence and operated only on paper to convert illegal 
money from the smuggling of syrups into legitimate 
earnings.Gupta said he had worked in the medicine 
business in Odisha since 2005. There, he would contact 
medical representatives (MR) and take medicines to 
supply to Delhi, due to which he frequently travelled to 
the capital. During this period, he met Vishal Upadhyay. 
In 2023, when his work in Odisha stopped, he returned 
to Hardoi, and in 2024, went to Delhi again to meet 
Vishal Upadhyay. Vishal introduced him to RS 
Pharma's owner, Saurabh Tyagi, and told him about 
cough syrup smuggling, saying he would get a 
commission of Rs 2 to Rs 3 per bottle. He only needed to 
register an agency in his name. Lred by the commission, 
he got the licence for DP Enterprises registered at a 
Delhi address in Dec last year," he said.

Cracker sparks burn down 3 shops, 6 bikes

1st-yr engg stude

Noida.(Agency)
 Residents have urged Greater Noida 

Industrial Development Authority 
(GNIDA) to address the poor condition 
of parks and green belts, particularly in 
Beta 1, Gamma 1, and the area from Pari 
Chowk to Surajpur. They complained 
about missing grass and piles of 
construction debris and waste, calling 
for immediate action."The current 
condition of the green belt from Pari 
Chowk to Surajpur is pathetic. Instead 
of a green landscape, we are met with 
bricks, stones, and debris. The grass has 
vanished, leaving large patches of dry 
soil," said Harinder Bhati, RWA general 

sec

retary of Beta 1, adding that the 
condition of the parks is alarming, with 
large potholes now posing safety risks 
f o r  r e s i d e n t s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
children.Nidhi Sharma, a resident of 
Sector Gamma 1, echoed Bhati's 
concerns, noting that the situation is 
consistent across various parks and 
green spaces in the area. "These parks 
used to be vibrant and full of life, but 
now they are unkempt and filled with 
f i l th ,"  she  sa id .Despi te  many 
complaints having been raised over a 
significant period, residents said that the 
GNIDA's horticulture department has 
been negligent in maintaining these 
areas. "It appears that there is a lack of 

Gurgaon.(Agency)
 A restaurant built illegally on govt land in Kheda 

Khurampur village, d peacefully under strict police 
supervision to maintain law and order.Police 
described Rajat as a habitual offender with a long 
criminal record involving violent assaults, 
intimidation, extortion and repeated violations of the 
Arms Act. At least 10 criminal cases have been 
registered against him across Gurgaon and Rewari 
districts under provisions of the Bharatiya Nyaya 
Sanhita (BNS), the Indian Penal Code (IPC) and the 
Arms Act.Officials said the accused has been jailed 
multiple times and has continued criminal activities 
to create fear and gain illegal financial benefits. The 
drive marked the fifth such action in a week. Police 
said they have prepared a detailed plan to identify 
criminals and take action against illegal 
constructions linked to crime.

Illegal restaurant built o

Gurgaon.(Agency)
Haryana Police has initiated 

proceedings to obtain a red 
corner notice (RCN) against 
businessman-turned-gangster 
Inderjit Singh Yadav. Police 
have already secured look out 
circulars (LOCs) against him 
in five cases registered in the 
city.A police officer said 
Inderjit is currently living in 
Dubai with his wife. He owns 
Gem Records Entertainment, 
which operates under the name 
Gems Tunes. Two murder 
cases have been registered 
against him, including one at 
Rohtak's Sadar police station 
in connection with the murder 
of Jhajjar-based financier 
M a n j e e t  D i g h a l  l a s t  
year.Gurgaon police also 
registered an FIR against him 
at Kherki Daula police station 
for the murder of Rohit 
Shaukeen, an associate of 
singer Rahul Yadav alias 
Fazilpuria, earlier this year.

Police records show Inderjit 
faces four attempt-to-murder 
cases in the city. He was 

named in three such cases this 
year — firing at the residence 
of social media influencer 
Elvish Yadav, firing at the 
office of MNR Builders in 
Sector 45, and the attack in 
which miscreants opened fire 
at Fazilpuria's car. Another 
attempt-to-murder case was 
registered against him in 2020 
a t  S e c t o r  3 4  p o l i c e  
station.Inderjit has been 
charged for three extortion and 
criminal intimidation cases in 
the city, a kidnapping case in 
Rewari, and 12 cheating cases 
across Gurgaon, Rajasthan, 
and UP.Inderjit is a close 
associate of fugitive gangsters 
Himanshu Bhau, Deepak 
Nandal, and Sunil Singh alias 
Sardhania. Sardhania, a 
Sonipat resident, fled to Dubai 
after jumping parole in 
Haryana last year. While 
trying to reach the US, he was 
allegedly kidnapped by 
donkey-route agents and later 
brought back to India from 
Nicaragua, where Haryana 
Police arrested him earlier this 

year. Police said Inderjit paid 
money to secure Sardhania's 
release from the agents.

Inderjit is also alleged to have 
links with prominent political 
leaders and film actors and to 
own multiple properties in 
India and abroad. While he 
lives in Dubai with his wife, 
his two children live in a 
society in the city. Punjab 
Police had earlier provided 
security at his flat in the city, 
but it was withdrawn earlier 
this month."We will bring him 
back soon," a senior Haryana 
P o l i c e  o f f i c e r  s a i d .  
Meanwhile, Enforcement 
Directorate of (ED) conducted 
searches at 10 locations in 
Delhi, Gurgaon, and Rohtak in 
connection with an ongoing 
money- l aunder ing  case  
against Inderjit, his associates, 
Apollo Green Energy Ltd, and 
other linked entities under the 
P r e v e n t i o n  o f  M o n e y  
Laundering Act (PMLA), 
2002 on Dec 26 and 27.ED 
said the proe was initiated on 
the basis of more than 15 FIRs 

and charge sheets filed by 
Haryana Police and UP Police 
under various provisions of the 
Arms Act, 1959, BNS, 2023, 
and IPC, 1860. The cases 
linked to illegal extortion, 
coercive loan settlements 
involving private financiers, 
arms-based intimidation, and 
commissions allegedly earned 
from such activities.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  E D ,  t h e  
investigation found that 
corporate entities, including 
Apollo Green Energy Ltd, 
borrowed large amounts of 
cash from Jhajjar-based 
private financiers and issued 
post-dated cheques as security. 
Inderjit allegedly acted as an 
enforcer, facilitating coercive 
settlements of high-value loan 
transactions and disputes 
running into hundreds of 
crores.ED claimed these 
settlements were carried out 
through threats, intimidation, 
and use of armed associates 
and local gangs, with links to 
organised crime syndicates 
operating from abroad. In 

return, Inderjit allegedly 
e a r n e d  c o m m i s s i o n s  
amounting to hundreds.
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December: Convenor of
Punjab Employees and
Pensioners Joint Front,
Satish Rana, said that
although the employees
and pensioners did not
achieve any economic
gains in the year 2025 and
despite several rounds of
elections this year, we
were successful in saving
the common platform of
the employees for the year

2026, even though all the
employee federations and
independent organizations
of Punjab were on one
platform, we were not suc-
cessful in bringing the
employees of both the
clerical secretariats into
this big common front, so
although 2025 remained
dull for the employees
from the government's
point of view, for 2026, I
will try to move towards a
historic struggle by taking
the employees and pen-

sioners along with the
employees of both the sec-
retariats. State President
of Democratic Employees
Federation, Jarmanjit
Singh, said that the Punjab
government has
Regarding the demands of
pensions, the Chief
Minister had only held
one meeting in the name
of a meeting in Jalandhar
for the by-election in four
years. The Chief Minister
of the state is not holding
meetings with employees

and pensioners, it
becomes clear that gov-
ernments change but poli-
cies do not change, so
nothing new has been
achieved for the employ-
ees in the year 2025. The
year 2025 has left a lot of
questions for the employ-
ee movement! Teacher
leader Bikramdev Singh
said that the teacher
organizations have a lead-
ing role in the entire
employee movement. In
the year 2025, the employ-

ee movement is going
through a period of seri-
ous crisis, which is also
affecting the employees.
Although the objective
conditions are in favor of
the employees, the
employee leaderships
could not decide the
direction of joint strug-
gles in the current cir-
cumstances, although
the experience of the
farmers' movement
was before us.  In the
year 2025, due to the
teachers' movement
being active, new
recruitments contin-
ued only in the educa-
tion department, even
though it was decided
by the previous govern-
ments, no new recruit-
ments were made in
any other department.
Therefore, employee
leaders will have to
abandon their narrow-
minded approach and
become the head of the
entire movement.
Outsourcing employees'
leader Sarabjit Singh
Bhullar said that it is not
right to blame the govern-
ments alone, the leaders of
our raw workers' organiza-
tions also do not want the
unity of all raw workers,
the category of which the
leader is, he wants that
first I become established,
the second may or may
not be, he said that when
the Act 2016 was made,
the leaders withdrew their
hands to implement it, due
to which the outsourcing
workers were left strand-
ed. In the year 2025, the
gap in the salaries of out-
sourcing workers has
become even wider, with
such low salaries in the
midst of extreme inflation,
it is very difficult for the

families of outsourcing
workers to survive.
Therefore, we demand
from the government that
the minimum wage base
should be increased or
salaries should be made
equal to Chandigarh.

Jagtar Singh Ratto, an
enlistment worker run-
ning water supply
schemes, said that if the
status of employees is to
be classified, then we
come in the seventh cate-
gory. Punjab is the only
state in the whole of India
where workers were made
contractors. This policy
was not brought by the
Bhagwant Mann govern-
ment but it was brought by
the previous govern-
ments. Therefore,
although this government
has not regularized the
raw workers, this govern-

ment has not laid off any
worker but has increased
the salaries of the workers
working on our enlist-
ment.  So in terms of
wages, the year 2025 has
been good for us to some
extent. Indian Federation

of Trade Unions Iftu state
leader Avtar Singh Tari
said that the year 2025 has
proven to be very fatal for
construction workers,
masons and factory work-
ers because in this year,
out of the labor laws made
for the welfare of the work-
ers, 29 labor laws have
been repealed and con-
verted into four pro-corpo-
rate labor codes by the
central government. With

this change, while the cap-
italists will squeeze more
blood from the workers,
these laws will also have
an impact on the masons
and workers related to
construction. Labor Union
leader Balwinder Singh

Simru said that in the
year 2025, Punjab was
hit by floods, due to
which construction
work was greatly
delayed, laborers and
masons faced a huge
backlog in construction
work and he said that
while on the one hand,
the hands of the labor-
ers and masons were
idle due to the floods,
neither the labor depart-
ment held the hands of
the construction work-
ers nor did they provide
any assistance, rather
some communal forces
tried to break the unity
of the migrant and
Punjabi workers, which

could not be successful
due to the unity of the jus-
tice-loving people and
workers of Punjab.
Therefore, the year 2025
was also a challenging one
for the construction work-
ers and masons.

The Sikh Times
Manoj Pal

Muzaffarnagar: Shiv
Sena has once again
adopted an aggressive
stance, intensifying its
demand for granting sepa-
rate statehood to Western
Uttar Pradesh and for the
implementation of a popu-
lation control law across
the country. Under the
leadership of district pres-
ident Bittu Sikheda, a
memorandum addressed
to the Prime Minister was
submitted through the
District Magistrate. In the
memorandum, Shiv Sena
stated that the 28 districts
of Western Uttar Pradesh
have long remained neg-
lected in terms of develop-
ment. Despite contribut-
ing nearly 80 percent of
the state’s total revenue,
the region’s youth are not
receiving adequate bene-
fits of development, gov-
ernment schemes, or
employment opportuni-
ties. The party argued that
the vast state of Uttar
Pradesh, comprising 75
districts, should be reor-
ganized into smaller states
on the lines of
Uttarakhand, Haryana,
Punjab, and Delhi, in the
interest of local residents.
Shiv Sena emphasized that
the creation of a separate

state for Western Uttar
Pradesh would accelerate
development in education,
healthcare, employment,
and basic infrastructure,

while also making the
administrative system
more efficient and
accountable. Along with
this, the memorandum
also raised a strong
demand for the enactment
of a population control law.
The organization stated
that the rapidly growing
population is putting
immense pressure on the
country’s limited
resources, and if a con-
crete law is not introduced
in time, the situation could
become even more seri-
ous in the future.
Speaking on the occasion,

State Vice Chief Pramod
Agrawal said that the peo-
ple of Western Uttar
Pradesh have been
demanding separate state-

hood for years. “Our
region is the backbone of
the country’s economy,
yet it continues to lag
behind in development. A
separate state will create
employment opportunities
for youth and ensure per-
manent solutions to

regional problems. A pop-
ulation control law is the
need of the hour, and the
government must take a
serious decision on this,”
he said. Shiv Sena has
urged the central govern-
ment to take an early deci-
sion on both issues and
implement concrete steps
in the larger public inter-
est. Several Shiv Sena
office-bearers and work-
ers, including Pramod
Agrawal, Sharad Kapoor,
Chetan Dev, Suraj Sathi,
Davinder Chauhan,
Nikunj Chauhan, Ujjwal
Pandit, Saket Pinku,
Shubham Balmiki, Roshan
Kumar, Yoginder Saini,
Rakesh Prajapati, Guddu,
Sanjay Naman, Tyagi
Tyagi, and Ritesh, were
present on the occasion.

Shiv Sena Demand for Separate State
for Western Uttar Pradesh 
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How was the year 2025 for the workers and employees
of Punjab? Reaction of various organizations

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I,
SARITA W/o ASHOK KUMAR, R/o
9954, GALI NO.4, MULTANI
DHANDA PAHAR GANJ, SWAMI
RAM TIRTH NAGAR, DIST. CEN-
TRAL DELHI-110055, declare that
name of mine has been wrongly
written as SARITA RANI in my SC
Certificate No.133346. The actual
name of mine is SARITA, which
may be amended accordingly.
It is certified that I have complied
with other legal requirements in
this connection.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as KAMLESH RANI
W/O SUBHASH BAGGA R/O 15/36,
Second Floor, Opposite Patel Park,
Patel Nagar West, Central Delhi,
Delhi-110008 have changed my
name and shall hereafter be known
as SWEETY BAGGA.

NAME CHANGE
I, POONAM RANI alias POONAM
D/O VIJAY PAL W/O SHISH PAL R/o
H. No. - 179, GALI NO. 11,
WAZIRABAD VILLAGE, BURADI,
NORTH DELHI – 110084, have
changed my name and shall hereafter
be known as POONAM.

NAME CHANGE
I, hitherto known as Satish Kumar
Janmeda alias Satish Kumar S/O
Surender Singh R/O L-1/ 1079, Gali
No. 25, Asthal Mandir, Sangam Vihar,
South Delhi, Delhi-110062, have
changed my name and shall hereafter
be known as Satish Kumar.

NAME CHANGE
I, Sanjay Kumar S/o Shri Krishna
Kumar R/o Devi Sthan, Murarpur,
Gaya, Bihar - 823001, have changed
my minor son’s name from Jiteshwar
Aged 11 Years to Trishit Aryan forever.

NAME CHANGE
I Prasanna Krishnan alias Krishnan
Prasanna D/o Kunhamboo Kanan
Neelankol and W/o Krishnan , R/o
74/1351, Aanand Parambath, Old
Village Office, Puthiyangadi, Kozhikode,
Kerala-673021, have changed my
name to Prasanna Neelankol

NAME CHANGE
I, hitherto known as SAFAK SAIFI W/O
FIROZ KHAN R/O House No- E-2/682,
Third Floor Gali No- 13, Nehru Vihar,
Dayalpur, PO: Dayalpur, Dist: North
East Delhi, Delhi- 110094 have
changed my name and shall hereafter
be known as KM SAPHAK.

NAME CHANGE
I, ASHWANI KUMAR S/O JAGPAL
SINGH Permanent R/O H.NO.-5, VIL-
LAGE AND POSTPHAPHUNDA, P.S.
LOHIYA NAGAR DIST: MEERUT,
U.P.-245206 and Presently Residing at
H.??. ?-396, STREET NO.-2, 25
FEET ROAD, MEET NAGAR, DELHI-
110094, have changed the name of
my minor son ADVIK aged 9 years and
he shall hereafter be known as AAD-
VIK SINGH.

NAME CHANGE
I Mohd Amanullah S/o Shahbuddin

R/o I-34 A, Abul Fazal Enclave Jamin
Nagar, New Dellhi, Soulh Delhi, Delhi-
110025 have changed the name of
my minor son Md Wozaifa aged 11
years and he shall hereafter be
known as Huzaifah Amaan.

NAME CHANGE
I, hitherto known as Harsh alias
HARSH KUSHWAHAS/o JITENDER
PAL SINGH ,R/o C-119, Ramleela
Ground, Brij Vihar, Chander Nagar,
Ghaziabad, Uttar Pradesh-201011
have changed My name and shall
hereafter be known as HARSH.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as AMRIN D/o
TARIQAT ALI R/o 9, 3rd Floor, Front
Side, Krishan Kunj, Extn. Near
Vishkarma Park, Laxmi Nagar, East
Delhi-110092 have changed my
name and shall hereafter be known
as GULAFSHA.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as Shakil S/o Habib
R/o House No-165, B Block, Khade
Wali Mazid, Inder Enclave Phase-1,
Kirari Suleman Nagar, North West
Delhi, Delhi-110086 have changed
my name and shall hereafter be
known as Shakeel.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as Vrinda Sharma

D/o Subodh Kumar Sharma R/o 29B,
MU-Block LIG Flat, Pitam Pura, North
West Delhi, Delhi-110034 have
changed my name and shall hereafter
be known as Yashasvi Sharma.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as Chumki D/o

S.P.Y.M R/o  10HP146/3F.3085448,
111/9, Aruna Asaf Ali Road, Opp
Sector-B-4, Vasant Kunj S.O. South
West Delhi, Delhi-110070 have
changed my name and shall hereafter
be known as Pinky.

NAME CHANGE
I, hitherto known as PUNEET
KUMAR S/o AMRENDER THAKUR,
R/o K-1/18/513, Sangam Vihar,
Hamdard Nagar, PO: Pushpa
Bhawan, DIST: South Delhi, Delhi-
110062, have changed my name
and shall hereafter be known as
PUNIT THAKUR.

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that I,
NEERAJ MANDAL S/o KAILASH
MANDAL R/o House No-2291, Gali
No-61, Sant Nagar, Near Yadav
Chowk, Burari, North Delhi-110084
declare that name of mine has been
wrongly written as VIKAS KUMAR
MANDAL in my Driving Licence No.
DL01 20090056727. The actual
name of mine is NEERAJ MANDAL,
which may be amended accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that I,
MOHD JAVED S/o ABDUL GAFFAR
R/o 39 Gali no 3 Aram Park Shastri
Nagar Delhi-110031 declare that
name of mine has been wrongly writ-
ten as MOHD JAVID in my 10th class
educational documents. The actual
name of mine is MOHD JAVED,
which may be amended accordingly.

PUBLIC NOTICE
This is to inform the general public
that my name is mentioned as
“SARABJEET SINGH BEDI” in my
passport no. N9039954, Complete
name is printed in the name column
as “SARABJEET SINGH BEDI” and
Surname column is left blank.
Whereas it should be printed as
NAME – SARABJEET SINGH and
SURNAME – BEDI. I do hereby
declare that there are no changes in
my name or surname.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I,
Subhash Chandra Tiwari S/o Uma
Shankar Tiwari R/o C-3/697, C-3
Block, Harsh Vihar Ext. Delhi declare
that name of my wife has been
wrongly written as Jai Lakshmi in my
minor daughter Vaishnavi Tiwari aged
14 years in her School Records. The
actual name of my wife is Jay Laxmi.

NAME CHANGE
I, NEERA YADAV wife of No.-
15723158N, Rank-L/HAV, Name-
VIJAY PRAKASH YADAV residing
at VILL-JOGIPUR, PO-PIPRA
GAUTAM, TEHSIL-BASTI, DIST-
BASTI, UTTAR PRADESH-
272124, have changed my name
from NEERA YADAV to NEERA for
all future purposes vide Affidavit
dated 31/12/2025 before Notary
Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, No-15681510H Rank-HAV
Name-SHIJIL A J Presently resid-
ing at VPO-KALPETTA, TEH-
VYTHIRI, DIST-WAYANAD, KER-
ALA-673121, have changed my
mother’s name from MOLY to
MOLLY for all future purposes and
in my service records my mother’s
date of birth wrongly mentioned as
01/07/1963 instead of her correct
date of birth as 15/12/1965 vide
Affidavit dated 31/12/2025 before
Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, No-15681510H Rank-HAV
Name-SHIJIL A J Presently resid-
ing at VPO-KALPETTA, TEH-
VYTHIRI, DIST-WAYANAD, KER-
ALA-673121, have changed my
father’s name from JOSHY AA to
JOSHI for all future purposes and
in my service records my father’s
date of birth wrongly mentioned as
01/07/1958 instead of his correct
date of birth as 26/11/1957 vide
Affidavit dated 31/12/2025 before
Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, PARVATI, is legally mother of No.
2820604N, Rank – Sep, Name –
MODAVE GANESH SHANKAR,5
MARATHA LI, At/Post – Yusuf
Wadgaon, Teh – Kaij, Dist – Beed,
State – Maharashtra, Pin – 431517,
have changed my name from PAR-
VATI to PARVATI SHANKAR
MODAVE for all future purposes.
Vide affidavit dated 30/12/2025

NAME CHANGE
I, PAPPU KASHYAP S/O SHISH
PAL SINGH R/O H NO A-86, Street
No-3, Ganga Vihar, Gokalpuri,
Saba Pur, Delhi, North East Delhi,
Delhi-110094 have changed the
name of my minor daughter ANJALI
Alias ANJALI KASYAP aged 16
years and She shall hereafter be
known as ANJALI KASHYAP.

NAME CHANGE
I, MEENA DEVI mother of No-
17023038P Rank-CFN Name-
VIKASH KUMAR residing at VILL-
KRISHNA NAGAR, PO-SAHIB-
GANJ, TEHSIL & DIST-SAHIB-
GANJ, JHARKHAND-816109, have
changed my name from MEENA
DEVI to MINA DEVI for all future pur-
poses vide Affidavit dated 31/12/2025
before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, hitherto known as VIKASH KUMAR
MISHRA S/O LAKSHMAN MISHRA
R/O E-67, 2ND FLOOR, GALI NO-1,
NEAR ICICI ATM, WEST VINOD
NAGAR, IN P EXTENSION, LAXMI
NAGAR, DELHI-110092 have
changed my name and shall here-
after be known as KUMAR VIKASH.

NAME CHANGE
I CHANDA SHARMA W/O KAMAL
KUMAR  R/O H NO- B-27,GALI NO-
2, ANKUR ENCLAVE, KARAWAL
NAGAR, DELHI-110094 have
changed    my name  to RADHA for
all future purpose. 

NAME CHANGE
I, SWADESH ROY S/O SUKUMAR
ROY R/O B-322, Upper Ground,
Front Side, Hari Nagar Ashram,
South Delhi, Delhi-110014, have
changed the name of my minor
daughter JASRITHA aged 11 years
and she shall hereafter be known as
JASRITHA ROY.

NAME CHANGE
I MOHD AKBAR ANSARI  S/O
BARU ANSARI  R/O D-496 WEST
VINOD NAGAR MANDAWALI
FAZALPUR DELHI-110092 have
changed    my name  to MOHD
AKBAR for all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, Taj Mohammad S/o Mohd Yusuf
R/O 7598, Near Masjid Ghante
Wali, Quresh Nagar, Sadar Bazar,
Delhi-11006 have changed my
Name to Taj Mohd for all purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as KUMARI
SANIYA alias SANIYA D/O
PRAVINDRA LAL R/O Plot No-80
And 81, Third Floor, Front LHS,
Block-A, Om Vihar Phase-5, Uttam
Nagar D.K Mohan Garden, West
Delhi, Delhi-110059 have changed
my name and shall hereafter be
known as KUMARI SANIYA.

NAME CHANGE
I AABIDA W/O MOHD AKBAR  R/O
D-496 WEST VINOD NAGAR
MANDAWALI FAZALPUR DELHI-
110092 have changed    my name
to AABDA for all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I NUSHRAT W/O ABDUL ALEEM
KHAN R/O H.NO 7 B, GALI NO -10
NEAR BAJRANG CHOWK, JAI
VIHAR PHASE-3 BAPRAULA
DELHI-110043,I have changed my
name to NUSRAT Permanently for
all Future purpose

NAME CHANGE
I ABDUL ALEEM S/O SHABBIR
AHMAD R/O H.NO - 7 B ,GALI- 10
NEAR BAJRANG CHOWK, JAI
VIHAR PH-3  BAPRAULA DELHI-
;110043, I have changed my name
to ABDUL ALEEM KHAN
Permanently for all Future purpose

NAME CHANGE
I NEERAJ KUMAR S/O MAHARAJ
KRISHAN DOGRA R/O RZ 478/10
STREET NO 45 , SADH NAGAR
PALAM COLONY DELHI- 110045,I
have changed my name to NEER-
AJ KUMAR DOGRA Permanently
for all Future purpose

NAME CHANGE
I R N PANDEY S/O BALAVANTA
PANDEY R/O VILLAGE PANDEY-
PUR POST SIKRARA , BANKI DIST.
JAUNPUR UTTAR PRADESH -
222131, I have changed my name to
RAVINDRA NATH PANDEY
Permanently for all Future purpose

NAME CHANGE
I, Jamil Ahmad S/o Md Yunus R/o C-
7B/2B, JVTS Garden, Chattarpur
Extension, ChattarPur, Delhi-
110074 have changed my name to
Mohd Jamil Khan Saifi.  

NAME CHANGE
I Ruby Kanojia W/O Vijay Kumar
R/O New T block RZ-101 A, Uttam
Nagar West delhi 110059 changed
my name to Ruby.

NAME CHANGE
I, Mohammad Ashruf S/o Abdul
Razzaq R/o A-230/4, Ground Floor,
Lal Kuan, Chungi No.2, Badarpur,
Delhi-110044 have changed my
name to Mohammad Ashraf.

NAME CHANGE
I SANDEEP S/O MAHENDER
R/O H.N0-14 NEAR CHAUPAL,
GWAL PAHARI GURGAON-
122003 HAVE CHANGE MY
NAME TO SANDEEP TANWAR
FOR ALL PURPOSE

NAME CHANGE
I, Sajila W/o Allawala R/o H.no-
5959/5860 3rd floor plot no-40
basti harphool singh Sadar
bazar Delhi-110006, I have
changed my name to Sajela for
all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, RAMABTAR AGGARWAL S/o
K.L Aggarwal R/o WZ-337, Lajwanti
Garden, Delhi-110046, have
changed my name to RAM AVTAR
AGGARWAL permanently

NAME CHANGE
I, ABHISHEK S/o Khalbali R/o A-
10, Gali No.4, Shashi Garden, ,
Mayur Vihar, Phase-1, Delhi-
110091, have changed my name to
ABHISHEK SINGH  permanently.

NAME CHANGE
I, BHARAT KUMAR WALIA S/o
Madan Mohan Walia R/o X/1612,
ST. NO.11, Rajgarh Colony, Gandhi
Nagar, Delhi-110031, have
changed my name to BHARAT
WALIA permanently.

NAME CHANGE
I Sanjay Darbari S/o R. Parsad
R/o 5, Nizamuddin Railway
Station, Nizamuddin East, South
Delhi - 110013 have changed my
name to Sanjay Kumar Darbari for
all future purposes.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I,
Mohit Sharma S/o Hari Kishan
Sharma R/o Khasra No 30/7,
Lane No 20 National School,
Sanjay Colony, Narela, North
West Delhi, Delhi-110040 declare
that name of mine and my father
has been wrongly written as Mohit
and Hari Krishan Sharma in my
10th Class Educational
Documents. The actual name of
mine and my father are Mohit
Sharma and Hari Kishan Sharma.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I,
Kapil Dev S/o Mool Chand R/o 11,
Chandu Park, Krishna Nagar, East
Delhi, Delhi-110051 declare that
name of mine and my wife has been
wrongly written as Kapil Gandhi and
Ritu Gandhi in my minor son Hardik
Gandhi aged 16 years in his 10th
Class Educational Documents. The
actual name of mine and my wife are
Kapil Dev and Ritu.

NAME CHANGE
I, SONIA RAGHAV W/O GOPAL
SINGH CHAUHAN HOUSE NO-
248, NEAR DEV DHARM KANTA,
KULANA(248), POST OFFICE
KAHRI, DISTRICT JHAJJAR,
H A R Y A N A - 1 2 4 1 0 8 , H A V E
CHANGED MY NAME TO SONIA
FOR ALL PURPOSES

NAME CHANGE
I, Faruque Khan S/O Abdul Razak
residing at A 11/83 DDA Flats Inder
Lok Delhi-110035 have changed
my name to FARUKH KHAN for all
future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, Mohammad Shameem S/O
Fayaz Uddin  residing at 313/88A
3RD FLOOR, STREET NO 5 TULSI
NAGAR INDERLOK DELHI-110035
have changed my name to MOHD
SHAMEEM for all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I ASHOK KUMAR JAIN S/O VIREN-
DER PRABHAKAR  R/O E-15
JANGPURA EXTENSION DELHI-
110014 have changed    my name  to
ASHOK JAIN for all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, hitherto known as Hina Nazmeen
D/O Ameer Husain Siddiqi W/O
Mohd. hafeez R/O House No.99,
Lane No.15, Jamia Community
Centre, Noor Nagar, Jamia Nagar,
PO: New Friends Colony, DIST:
South Delhi, Delhi - 110025, have
changed my name and shall here-
after be known as Hina Nazmeen,
which may be amended accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
I, SARAJU DHIN S/O ABDUL
SHAKOOR R/O H NO-4282, GALI
SHAHTARA, AJMERI GATE,
DELHI-110006. have changed my
name to SIRAJUDDIN for all
future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, ABDUL SHAKURA S/O ABDUL
GAFOOR R/O H NO-4279, GALI
SHAHTARA, AJMERI GATE, DELHI-
110006. have changed my name to
ABDULSHAKOOR for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, hitherto known as MAYUR
GUPTA S/O MAN MOHAN GUPTA
R/O C-4/280, Pocket C-4, Sector-6
Rohini, Raja Pur Kalan, PO: Rohini
Sector-7, DIST: North West Delhi,
Delhi-110085, have changed my
name and shall hereafter be known
as MAYUR MOHAN GUPTA.

NAME CHANGE
I, hitherto known as DDHAVAL S/o
MANOJ KUMAR R/o A-86 S F
Second Floor, Sector-14 Omxe
City, Bahadurgarh, Jhajjar
Haryana-124507, have changed
my name and shall hereafter be
known as DDHAVAL SETHI.

PUBLIC NOTICE
This is to inform you that Mr. Kripa Ram
Gupta intends to purchase a Plot area
admeasuring 72.49 Sq. Mtr. Part of Khasra
No-140min situated in the area of Bhuhar,
Ward-Haidarganj, Tehsil- & Dist.-Lucknow,
U.P. from Mr. Ajay Kumar Verma & Mr.
Pappu Lodhi. The Original Khatoni Record
Owner Mrs. Shahjaha Bano. unfortunately,
Mrs. Shahjaha Bano expired and leaving
behind her single legal heir namely Mohd.
Tariq and his name got mutated in the Land
Revenue Record as per Khatauni Fasli Year
1427-1432. Mohd. Tariq sold said property
to Mr. Ajay Kumar Verma & Mr. Pappu
Lodhi S/o Mr. Puranlal through Sale Deed
dated 14/07/2025 and Serial No-7422.
Please also note that the said property is
proposed to be financed by Hero Housing
Finance Limited, Lucknow Branch, Uttar
Pradesh If any person(s) objection &
regarding subject property, then kindly may
submit his/her objection within 10 days from
the date of the Notice in writing. The said
objection may be kindly sent to the under-
signed by way of the Registered Post on the
address given below and by E-mail. failing
which, the claim as per aforesaid shall be
treated as null and void in respect of the
subject property.

[ASHWANI KUMAR]  Advocate
Chamber No. 122,

Tehsil    Compound, Ghaziabad, U.P.

PUBLIC NOTICE
This is to inform you that Mr. Narender
Bhatia intends to purchase a Freehold
Residential Southern Side Second Floor
(without roof rights), built up on Plot Bearing
Nos. R-20Aand R-20B, out of Khasra Nos.
183 and 184, situated at Block R-1,
Bhagwati Garden, Village Nawada, Uttam
Nagar, New Delhi-110059, from Mrs.
Gurcharan Kaur. Mrs. Gurcharan Kaur pur-
chased the said property from Mrs. Asha
Goel vide Sale Deed dated 11.01.2019,
Registered as Document No. 748, in the
office of the Sub-Registrar-IIB, Janakpuri,
New Delhi. Please note that the original
chain documents have been lost. The earli-
er document, duly registered in the office of
the Sub-Registrar-IIB, Janakpuri, New
Delhi, vide Document No. 14896, Book No.
1, Volume No. 896, Pages 1 to 10, dated
09.10.2015, is not available in respect of the
said property. An online FIR (Lost Report
No. 3358506/2025) was registered on
17.11.2025 regarding the loss of the afore-
mentioned documents. Please also note
that the said property is proposed to be
financed by Hero Housing Finance Limited,
NSP Branch, New Delhi. If any person(s)
objection & regarding subject property, then
kindly may submit his/her objection within
10 days from the date of the Notice in writ-
ing. The said objection may be kindly sent to
the undersigned by way of the Registered
Post on the address given below and by E-
mail. failing which, the claim as per aforesaid
shall be treated as null and void in respect of
the subject property.

[ASHWANI KUMAR]  Advocate
Chamber No. 122,

Tehsil    Compound, Ghaziabad, U.P.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Information is given to general public at
large that our client Mrs. Arti W/o Mr.
Arun is the absolute owner of Freehold
Residential Plot area measuring 100
sq. yard., i.e., 83.61 sq. mtrs., out of
Khasra No. 1627, Situated at Akash
Vihar, Village Loni, Chakbandi Area,
Tehsil & District Ghaziabad, U.P.  by
virtue of Sale Deed dated 17.12.2020
as Doc. No. 11482, in Book No. 1, Vol.
No. 2159, on Pages 367-386, on
Dated 17.12.2020, SR-Loni
Ghaziabad., in the chain documents
below mentioned document not avail-
able i.e. SMC of Late Shri Vedprakash,
now our client is declaring that that any
other Person does not have any right
over the said property, and same prop-
erty sold too be Mrs. Aarti and same
has been finance by Piramal Finance
Ltd. Branch: Jhandewalan, New
Delhi..  If any person(s) have any
objection(s) or claim(s) with respect to
the  ̀ right, title or interest in the Said
Property then contact us within 07
days from the date of Publication of this
notice and or the same to the under-
signed if found by anyone. Thereafter
no claim shall be entertained

[NAVEEN KUMAR VERMA] 
Advocate

F-211,sector-3 Vaishali Ghaziabad 
Uttar Pradesh-201010, Contact at 09958871432 

PUBLIC NOTICE
LR No: 3472464/2025

AMIT SHARMA (Aadhar no-
455767312080),S/D/W/O J.P. SHAR-
MA, 31. Tripurari Nagar Mathura
Road, Hathras U.P. 204101
srtroads@gmail.com, 9894353079.
have LOST MY ORIGINAL PROPER-
TY DOCUMENTS Number
1546/2004 Survey No-283/3A Acre
Cent-1.07 (2) Survey No-283/3B Acre-
1.07 (3) Survey no-283/4 Acre Cent-
1.07 (4) Survey no-283/5 Acre Cent-
1.05 (5) Survey nm-283/6 Acre No-
1.61 (6) Survey no-289/3 Acre Cert-
0.14(7) Survey no-289/10 Acre Cent-
0.10 (8) Survey nm-294/2 Acre Cent-
1.72 (9)Survey no-295/1 Acre Cent-
3.84 (10) Survey no-295/2 Acre Cent-
13.58. Total 13.58. Doc No- 1547/2004
(1)Survey no-275/4 Acre Cent-0.003
(2) Survey no-278/3C Acre Cent-1.58
(3) Survey no-284/4 Acre Cent-0.64.
(4)Survey no-284/5 Acre Cent-0.58 (5)
Survey no-285/2 Acre Cent-2.21. Total-
5.04. Doc No-1548/2004 (1) Survey
no-307/1 Acre Cent-1.99 (2) Survey
no-316/8A Acre Cent-0.80 Total-2.79.
Doc No-1549/2004 (1) Survey no-
288/1A2 Acre Cent-2.66 (2)Survey no-
309/1B Acre Cent-0.77. Total-3.43.
Total Extent 24 Acre 84 Cent. Situated
at Akllandapuram Village, sub
Registration Office at Kayathar,
Kovilpatti Taulk, Tuticorin District,
Palayamkottai Registration District
State Tamil Nadu.
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 DHAKA . (Agency) 
 Mali and Burkina Faso said late Tuesday 

they would ban US citizens from 
entering their countries in retaliation juntas and have formed a breakaway statement.Another statement signed 
for US President Donald Trump's association from the regional bloc, the by Burkina Faso's Minister of Foreign 
decision to ban Malian and Burkinabe Economic Community of West Affairs Karamoko Jean-Marie Traoré 
citizens from entering the United African States."In accordance with the cited similar reasons for the ban on 
States.The announcements, made in principle of reciprocity, the Ministry of American nationals entering Burkina 
separate statements by the foreign Foreign Affairs and International Faso.The White House noted 
ministers of the two West African Cooperation informs the national and persistent attacks by armed groups as 
countries, marked the latest twist in the international community that, with one of the reasons for the travel ban. 
frosty relationship between West immediate effect, the Government of Mali and Burkina Faso have struggled 
African military governments and the the Republic of Mali will apply the to contain armed groups that have 
US.On Dec. 16, Trump expanded same conditions and requirements to spread rapidly in both countries.The 
earlier travel restrictions to 20 more US nationals as those imposed on juntas vowed to fight the armed groups 
countries, including Mali, Burkina Malian citizens," the Malian Ministry after deposing civilian governments 
Faso and Niger, which are run by of Foreign Affairs said in a over the insecurity that has.

NEWS BOX

Envoys of Quad countries hold rare 
publicised meeting at US Embassy in Beijing

Mali and Burkina Faso impose 
retaliatory travel ban on US nationals

Thieves drill into German 
bank vault, make off  with 
about 30mn euros in cash, 
valuables

A forgotten chapter: The stories of 
Allied POWs in Nagasaki during 

the atomic bombing
NAGASAKI   . (Agency) 

Hundreds of prisoners of war from Allied countries 
were held at brutal Japanese camps in Nagasaki when 
the United States dropped an atomic bomb 80 years 
ago.

Their presence during the Aug. 9, 1945, bombing is little 
known, and family and researchers have been 
collecting and publishing testimonies to tell the stories 
of these often unrecognized victims.In September, 
dozens of relatives of Dutch POWs and descendants 
of Japanese bombing survivors came together to 
commemorate both those who were abused at the 
camps and the tens of thousands of Japanese who were 
killed that day.The dead included at least eight 
captives at one of the Nagasaki camps.

Descendants and survivors reckon with a painful past
Andre Schram, who represented the Dutch families at 

the Nagasaki memorial, unveiled in 2015, is the son of 
a sailor who was among nearly 1,500 POWs held at 
the Fukuoka No. 2 Branch Camp for three years and 
forced to work at the Kawanami shipyard.

Many of the prisoners were Dutch service members 
captured by the Japanese in Indonesia, transported to 
Nagasaki on so-called “hell ships,” kept at two major 
camps -– No. 2 and No. 14 — and used as slave labor.

About 150,000 Allied prisoners were held in dozens of 
camps across Asia during the war, including 36,000 
sent to Japan to make up for labor shortage as Japanese 
men were drafted and deployed to battlefields across 
Asia, according to the POW Research Network Japan.

There were also prisoners from the United States, 
Britain and Australia in Nagasaki. None died from the 
atomic blast at the No. 2 Camp, but more than 70 
earlier died of malnutrition, overwork and illness.

Andre Schram's father, Johan Willem Schram, returned 
to the Netherlands four months after the war ended, 
but only near the end of his life did he tell his son about 
being treated like a slave. Japanese officials have 
apologized multiple times for wartime atrocities, “but 
Johan, like many other victims, had doubts about their 
sincerity,” his son said.He felt Japan and the 
Netherlands treated him and other prisoners of war 
with disrespect. He never wanted anything to do with 
Japan again,” Andre Schram wrote in “Johan’s Story,” 
a booklet about the Netherlands’ colonial rule of the 
Dutch East Indies, the war with Japan and the 
aftermath, based on his research after his father died in 
1993.Peter Klok said his father, Leendert Klok, also a 
Dutch POW at the camp, told him that Japanese 
civilians at the shipyard were friendly and helped him 
find parts to repair his watch. Military police later beat 
him for seeking help. Klok called the atomic 
bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki awful, but said 
Japan must reflect on its atrocities.

WORLD

Tatiana Schlossbery, 
granddaughter of  ex-US 
President John F Kennedy, 
passes away at 35 due to 
myeloid leukaemia

WASHINGTON .  (Agency) 
The CIA was behind a drone strike last week at a 

docking area believed to have been used by 
Venezuelan drug cartels, according to two people 
familiar with details of the operation who requested 
anonymity to discuss the classified matter.

The first known direct operation on Venezuelan soil 
since the US began strikes in September marks a 
significant escalation in the administration’s 
months-long pressure campaign on Venezuelan 
President Nicolás Maduro’s government. The strike 
has not been acknowledged by Venezuelan officials.

US President Donald Trump first made reference to the 
operation in an interview Friday with John 
Catsimatidis on WABC radio in New York, saying 
the US had knocked out some type of “big facility 
where ships come from."In an exchange with 
reporters Monday as he hosted Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu at his Mar-a-Lago 
resort, Trump added that the operation targeted a 
“dock area where they load the boats up with drugs.” 
But the president declined to comment when asked 
whether the attack was conducted by the military or 
the CIA.The CIA and White House officials also 
declined to offer further comment on the matter. Col. 
Allie Weiskopf, a spokesperson for Special 
Operations Command, which oversees US 
operations in the Caribbean, said in a statement that 
“Special Operations did not support this operation to 
include intel support.”

Mamdani will take his initial 
oath at the former City Hall 
subway station in Manhattan. 
On Thursday afternoon, he will 
be sworn in again, this time by 
Bernie Sanders on the steps of  
City Hall.

The White House noted persistent 
attacks by armed groups as one 
of  the reasons for the travel ban. 
Mali and Burkina Faso have 
struggled to contain armed 
groups that have spread rapidly 
in both countries.

Taipei, which slammed the two-
day war games as "highly 
provocative and reckless," said 
the manoeuvre failed to impose a 
blockade on the island.

BERLIN.  (Agency) 
Robbers used a large drill to break into a German 

savings bank's vault room and steal cash, gold and 
jewelry worth some 30 million euros ($35 million), 
police said Tuesday.The heist in the western city of 
Gelsenkirchen saw the thieves break into more than 
3,000 safe deposit boxes, they said.

While the criminals remained at large, hundreds of 
distressed bank customers massed outside the branch 
on Tuesday demanding information, but were kept at 
bay by police.According to police, the robbers drilled 
their way into the underground vault room of the 
Sparkasse savings bank from a parking garage.

Investigators suspect the gang spent much of the 
weekend inside, breaking open the deposit boxes.

The break-in came to light after a fire alarm was 
triggered in the early hours of Monday and 
emergency services discovered the hole.

Witnesses reported seeing several men carrying large 
bags in the stairwell of the parking garage during the 
night from Saturday to Sunday.Footage from security 
cameras has also shown a black Audi RS 6 leaving the 
parking garage early Monday morning, with masked 
persons inside.The car's license plate had been stolen 
earlier in the city of Hanover, police said.

A police spokesman told AFP that the break-in was 
"indeed very professionally executed", likening it to 
the heist movie "Ocean's Eleven".

Taiwan coastguard says Chinese 
ships 'withdrawing' after drills

the four envoys, including Indian meetings, stated that it is opposed to PARAMARIBO. (Agency) 
Ambassador to Beijing Pradeep countries forming cliques, engaging in  BEIJING: Ambassadors of the Quad 
Kumar Rawat.The Indian Embassy group politics and bloc confrontation.nations, consisting of the US, India, 

In her reaction to the Foreign Australia and Japan, held a rare 
Ministers meeting of the publicised meeting in Beijing. The 
Quad countries held in meeting took place on Tuesday at 
January this year, Chinese the US Embassy in Beijing, 
F o r e i g n  M i n i s t r y  according to the post on X with a 
spokesperson Mao Ning said p h o t o  b y  t h e  A m e r i c a n  
China has always advocated Ambassador to China, David 
that cooperation among Perdue . "The  Quadr i l a te ra l  
countries should not target Security Dialogue (Quad) is a 
third parties. "China believes force for good in maintaining a 
that cooperation between free and open Indo-Pacific 
countries should not target region," Perdue said in his post."It 
any third party," she said.is a pleasure to meet with the 

ambassadors of the Quadrilateral "Engaging in group politics 
here has not yet commented on the Security Dialogue countries in Beijing. and bloc confrontation will not bring 
meeting.China, over the years, has The relations among the four countries lasting peace and security, and is not 
been a strong critic of the Quad and has — the United States, Australia, India, conducive to peace and stability in the 
not yet reacted to the meeting. Beijing, and Japan — continue to be stable and Asia-Pacific and the world as a 
in the past while reacting to the Quad strong," he said and posted a photo of whole," she said.

TAIPEI

provocative and reckless," said the escalating coercion pose significant risks criticism of China's drills.Japan said 
manoeuvre failed to impose a blockade on to regional stability and also impact global Wednesday that China's military exercises 
the island.Communist China has never shipping, trade and peace," Lai said at a "increase tensions" across the Taiwan 
ruled democratic Taiwan, but Beijing promotion and rank conferment ceremony Strait, and that it had expressed its 
claims the island of 23 million people is for military officers in Taipei.China's show "concerns" to Beijing.Australia's foreign 
part of its territory and has threatened to use m i n i s t r y  a l s o  c o n d e m n e d  o n  
force to annex it."The warships and Wednesday China's "destabilising" 
coastguard vessels are withdrawing, but a military drills around Taiwan, saying it 
few are still lingering outside the 24- had raised concerns with Beijing 
nautical-mile line," Hsieh Ching-chin, counterparts.Beijing slammed criticism 
deputy director-general of Taiwan's o f  i t s  e x e r c i s e s  a s  
coastguard, told AFP, indicating the "drills "irresponsible.""These countries and  . (Agency) 
should be over."Taiwan's coastguard has institutions are turning a blind eye to the  Chinese warships and coastguard vessels are 
maintained a deployment of 11 ships at sea separatist forces in Taiwan attempting withdrawing from waters around Taiwan, 
because China Coast Guard vessels to achieve independence through the island's coastguard said on Wednesday, 
"haven't completely left the area yet" and military means," foreign ministry with Beijing's military drills appearing to 
"we can't let our guard down," he said. spokesman Lin Jian told a news briefing be "over."China launched missiles and 

Wednesday."Yet, they are making Beijing has not yet publicly declared the of force follows a bumper round of arms deployed dozens of fighter jets, navy ships 
irresponsible criticisms of China's drills to be finished.Taiwan's President Lai sales to Taipei by the United States, and coastguard vessels around the island 
necessary and just actions to defend its Ching-te warned on Wednesday that Taiwan's main security backer, and on Monday and Tuesday in live-fire drills 
national sovereignty and territorial Chinese drills targeting the island "are not comments from Japan's prime minister that aimed at simulating a blockade of the 
integrity, distorting facts and confusing an isolated incident" and pose "significant the use of force against Taiwan could Taiwan's key ports and assaults on 
right and wrong, which is utterly risks" to the region. warrant a military response from Tokyo.maritime targets.Taipei, which slammed 
hypocritical."China's authoritarian expansion and the two-day war games as "highly There has been a chorus of international 

customary for the city's incoming leaders keep our city running every day." serve New Yorkers from the building 
to hold two events. Outgoing mayor Eric above," he said.On Thursday afternoon, "When Old City Hall Station first opened in 
Adams held his initial swearing-in at Mamdani will be sworn in again, this time 1904 — one of New York's 28 original 
Times Square shortly after the famous ball by US Sen. Bernie Sanders, one of his subway stations — it was a physical 
drop, while Adams' predecessor, Bill de political heroes, on the steps of City Hall in monument to a city that dared to be both 
Blasio, took his first oath at home in a ceremony scheduled to kick off 
Brooklyn. at 1 p.m. US Rep. Alexandria 

Ocasio-Cortez, another political For his part, Mamdani will take his initial 
ally, will deliver opening oath at the former City Hall subway station 
remarks.Mamdani's transition in Manhattan — one of the city's original 
formed an inaugural committee stops on its subterranean transit system, 
that includes actor John Turturro, known for its tiled arches and vaulted 
playwright Cole Escola and ceilings.New York Attorney General 
writer Colson Whitehead, as well Letitia James, a political ally and notable 

  .(Agency) as advocates, small business foe of US President Donald Trump, will 
owners and campaign workers  Zohran Mamdani will become mayor of administer the oath of office.
who the incoming mayor's office New York City as the clock ticks over into The old City Hall stop was designed as the 
says have "provided perspective, 2026 — but the celebrations are set to last flagship station of the city's first subway 
g u i d a n c e ,  a n d  c u l t u r a l  through New Year's Day.The Democrat's line, but was decommissioned in 1945. 
sensibility" for the ceremony.team is planning two separate swearing-in These days, outside of occasional guided 

beautiful and build great things that would ceremonies Thursday — a small, private The public swearing-in will be accompanied historical tours, locals can usually only 
transform working peoples' lives," one with his family in an old subway by a block party along a stretch of catch a glimpse of it by staying on the 6 
Mamdani said."That ambition need not be station around midnight, followed by a Broadway leading up to City Hall. train after its last stop downtown when it 
a memory confined only to our past, nor large event in the afternoon that will Mamdani's office expects thousands of turns around to head north.In a statement, 
must it be isolated only to the tunnels include a public block party outside City people to attend and says there will be Mamdani's office said the choice to be 
beneath City Hall: it will be the purpose of Hall.As a new mayor's term begins performances, music and interfaith sworn in at the station reflected his 
the administration fortunate enough to immediately with the new year, it has been elements."commitment to the working people who 

NEW YORK 

CIA behind strike at 
Venezuelan dock that Trump 
claims was used by drug 
smugglers, say sources

Zohran Mamdani is set to be sworn in as 
mayor as NYC rings in the New Year

WORLD.  (Agency) 
 Tatiana Schlossbery, a climate journalist and 

granddaughter of former US President John F 
Kennedy, passed away at 35.Tatiana was diagnosed 
with acute myeloid leukaemia in 2024, after her 
second child was born. She underwent chemotherapy 
and bone marrow transplant treatments following the 
diagnosis.Tatiana is well-known for her book 
"Inconspicuous Consumption: The Environmental 
Impact You Don't Know You Have", released in 2019.

The book explores the climate crisis and its solutions. It 
also empowers readers to make informed choices as 
consumers in relation to the well-being of the 
environment.She had also written pieces concerning 
climate change in the New York Times.

A social media post by her family, shared by the John F 
Kennedy Library Foundation, reads, "Our beautiful 
Tatiana passed away this morning (December 30). 
She will always be in our hearts."Notably, Tatiana lost 
her grandfather, President Kennedy, to an 
assassination in 1963, and her uncle, John F Kennedy 
Jr, to a plane crash in 1999.



5STATE The Sikh TimesThursday 1 January 2026



6EDITORIAL The Sikh TimesThursday 1 January 2026



7

The Sikh Times
Maligaon, 31st December:

Northeast Frontier Railway (NFR)
has introduced its New Time Table,
effective from 1st January 2026,
bringing with it several passengers
centric and operationally significant
improvements aimed at strengthen-
ing railway connectivity in the NE
Region and beyond.  As part of the
new time table, NFR has regular-
ized the 20 new train services
which had been introduced during
2025 across various important
routes. These services include
Mail/Express & Passenger trains
connecting key destinations such
as Guwahati, Sairang, Dibrugarh,
Agartala, North Lakhimpur,
Katihar, Jogbani, Anand Vihar and
several other major locations of the
nation, providing additional travel
options to passengers, particularly
in long-distance and previously
tough to access corridors.  Further
to enhance passenger convenience,
the frequency of certain existing
train services has also been
increased. For e.g. passenger trains
operating between Silchar and
Mahishashan, which were earlier
running only two days a week, have
now been upgraded to operate six
days a week. This enhancement is
expected to greatly benefit daily
commuters and passengers from
the Barak Valley region by offering
more flexible and reliable travel
options. The new time table has

also formally incorporated Special
trains that are operated during peak
travel periods. A total of 12 pairs of
Special trains running on important

long-distance routes have been
included, ensuring better planning
and readiness to handle seasonal
rush during festivals, holidays and
high-demand periods.  A major
highlight of the new time table is
the provisioning of a large number
of new stoppages for existing trains.
More than 170 new stoppages have
been provided at stations spread
across Assam, Tripura, West
Bengal, Bihar and adjoining areas.
These new stoppages will bring rail-
way services closer to passengers
in semi-urban and rural areas,

improving accessibility to rail trans-
port and reducing the need for long
road journeys to major stations for
boarding designated trains. In a sig-

nificant step towards modernization
and energy efficiency, NFR has also
carried out extensive shifting of
traction changing points, enabling
many trains to operate under end-
to-end electric traction. Several
important long-distance and premi-
um trains, including Rajdhani and
several other Express/Mail train
services that have been brought
under continuous electric traction.
This initiative will result in
smoother train operations, reduced
dependence on diesel locomotives,
lower carbon emissions and

improved punctuality The collective
impact of these measures is expect-
ed to be substantial. The introduc-
tion/incorporation of trains,

increased frequencies, additional
stoppages, expanded electric trac-
tion and inclusion of Special trains
will together result in improved
connectivity, reduced travel time,
enhanced operational efficiency
and greater passenger satisfaction.
These initiatives reaffirm
Northeast Frontier Railway’s com-
mitment to providing safe, efficient,
environment friendly and passen-
ger-oriented rail services, while
supporting the overall socio-eco-
nomic development of the North
Eastern Region.

NFR Introduces New Time Table with Enhanced
Connectivity and Passenger-Centric Initiatives

Punjab Govt has spent over 800 crore on modernisation of Punjab Police in last
3 years, with major upgrades set to continue in 2026: DGP Gaurav Yadav

Contd...........................Front page
New ANTF range offices will be opened in Ludhiana, Ferozepur, and Jalandhar, with existing ones upgraded with mod-

ern gadgets and forensic tools. The DGP said that pursuant
to the New Criminal Laws, witness protection scheme has
already been notified by the Punjab government which will
further help in improving the conviction rate. Network con-
nectivity at Police Stations will be upgraded by 50 Mbps to
100 Mbps at all the Police Stations depending on the work-
load. He informed that the AGTF has further upgraded its
technical capabilities with Punjab Artificial Intelligence
System (PAIS 2.0) now supporting voice analysis, besides
other state-of-art features, and Organised Criminal
Information System (OCIS)—  Powerful digital solution
designed to streamline the management of criminal
records— is further being upgraded. DGP Gaurav Yadav
also stressed that Punjab Police will focus on thorough
investigation to identify and take stringent action against
travel agents involved in procuring / facilitating passports
on fake particulars for organised criminals. To improve traf-
fic management and emergency response in cities, the DGP
said that dedicated Traffic and Road Safety Police Stations
will be established. These will be integrated with Integrated
Command & Control Centres (IC3) for real-time monitoring
using city CCTV feeds and adaptive traffic signals, he said.

Mission Shakti-5.0: Muzaffarnagar Police lead
the way in women safety and empowerment

The Sikh Times
Manoj Pal

Muzaf farnagar. With the objective of strengthening safety, dignity,
self-reliance and confidence among women and girls, the Uttar Pradesh
Government’s Mission Shakti-5.0 campaign is being actively implemented
across Muzaf farnagar district. Under the direction of SSP Sanjay Verma,
Anti-Romeo Teams of all police stations carried out an extensive aware-
ness drive at the grassroots level. As par t of the campaign, police teams
reached markets, towns, public places, religious sites and other crowded
areas, engaging directly with women and girls. Through interaction and
distribution of pamphlets, they were informed about important helpline
ser vices such as Dial-112, Women Helpline-181, Women Power Line-1090,
Child Helpline-1098, CM Helpline-1076, One Stop Centre ser vices, and
emergency medical facilities including 102 and 108. The teams also edu-
cated women about various women-centric welfare schemes of the govern-
ment, including Beti Bachao Beti Padhao, Destitute Women Pension
Scheme, Ayushman Bharat Scheme and Women Shakti Kendra Yojana.
Information regarding Mission Shakti help desks at local police stations
and the public grievance por tal was also shared to encourage easy access
to support. Police of ficials stated that the core aim of Mission Shakti-5.0
is not only to ensure women’s safety but also to build trust, courage and
awareness, empowering women to speak up without fear. The campaign
has emerged as an inspiring initiative, reinforcing the message that
women’s security and empowerment are collective responsibilities, with
the police firmly standing beside them.

The Sikh Times
Sanjay Arora

Chandigarh Municipal
Corporation Commissioner Amit
Kumar, who played a key role in
rescuing Chandigarh from the
financial crisis, has once again
become the center of discussion
among officials and the public.
The impact of his work ethic was
evident in the House of
Representatives. His work ethic
was instrumental in significantly
strengthening the corporation's
financial position, while also pro-
viding relief to the public in paying
taxes and outstanding dues. This
bold move set a remarkable exam-
ple of good governance. He has
achieved significant achievements
in the areas of cleanliness, envi-
ronmental protection, revenue
enhancement, and expenditure
reduction for the Municipal
Corporation of Chandigarh
(MCC) for the year 2024-25 and
the upcoming budget for 2026-27.

It is noteworthy that The
Corporation has not only earned
recognition at the national level

but has also taken concrete steps
towards financial strength. The
Municipal Corporation of
Chandigarh has been ranked sec-

ond in the country in the "Super
Clean League" for the year 2024-
25 by the Ministry of Housing and

Urban Affairs (MoHUA).
F u r t h e r m o r e ,
Chandigarh secured the
top spot in the country in
the Green Ranking 2025,
achieving 89.09 points.
This reflects the
M u n i c i p a l
Commissioner's vision-
ary development efforts.
Despite accomplishing
so much for the city and
its citizens, Chandigarh
Municipal Corporation
Commissioner Amit
Kumar does not take
credit for himself;
instead, he credits every
officer and employee
who, by following his

every order, have contributed
immensely to achieving his vision
of taking the city's development to
the next level. In other words, it is

the result of Municipal
Commissioner Amit Kumar's
effortless and complete workman-
ship that the city's status is rising
day by day. He revised the proper-
ty tax structure to strengthen the
municipal corporation's financial
position. The commercial tax was
increased from 3 percent to 5 per-
cent. Residential property tax
rates were also revised (almost
doubled). The changes are expect-
ed to generate additional revenue
of Rs 10 crore from commercial
tax and Rs 15 crore from residen-
tial tax. The corporation commis-
sioner said Better utilization of
vacant land and properties
According to the Municipal
Corporation, properties that
remain vacant after three auctions
will be rented out at a 25 percent
discount. This will ensure income
from idle properties.

The Municipal Corporation
has focused on increasing revenue
while also controlling expendi-

tures. Priority is being given to the
collection of pending water bills,
commercial and residential prop-
erty taxes. By maintaining street
and public lighting at the depart-
mental level, savings in electricity
costs were also realized. The
Municipal Corporation has
expressed its commitment to
increasing revenue generation
through Public Private
Partnership (PPP) projects. This
will not only increase income but
also improve urban amenities.
Commissioner Amit Kumar stated
that the Municipal Corporation of
Chandigarh has adopted a bal-
anced and visionary policy in the
areas of cleanliness, environmen-
tal protection, revenue enhance-
ment, and expenditure control.
The national achievements and
proposed budget reforms could
prove crucial in establishing
Chandigarh as a model and self-
reliant urban body in the coming
years.

A symbol of good governance and development, with visionary policies that enhance revenue
growth and control expenditure, the Municipal Commissioner has become the center of discussion.

2 moneylenders held for
extortion, illegal recovery

Gurugram: The Gurugram police have arrest-
ed two moneylenders on charges of extortion and
illegal recovery of loans at exorbitant interest rates.
The accused were allegedly charging interest at
the rate of 10 per cent and demanded Rs 18 lakh as
interest on a loan of Rs 10 lakh. A car was also
recovered from their possession. According to the
police, a complaint was received on Thursday alleg-
ing threats, assault and repeated demands for addi-
tional money. The complainant stated that he had
borrowed Rs 10 lakh from Ranbir on September 3,
2024. “I have already repaid Rs 10 lakh, but he is
still demanding Rs 18 lakh more in the name of
interest. Yesterday, the accused called me and
threatened to kill me if I did not pay. Late at night,
more than 13 people along with the accused
reached my house, but due to fear, no one from my
family stepped outside. Later, the accused went to
my office, shattered the window panes and again
issued threats over the phone,” the complainant
alleged. Following the complaint, an FIR was regis-
tered at New Colony police station, and two
accused were arrested. The arrested men were
identified as Ranbir (42) and Vikas (22), residents
of Makdana village in Charkhi Dadri district. A
Gurugram police spokesperson said that during
interrogation, the accused revealed they had been
lending money on interest since 2023-24.
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NEWS BOX

contributions from leading women marks a profound shift in perception, Dubai. (Agency) 
cricketers were met with comparatively recognition, and the broader cultural For decades, India has fielded two senior 
muted acknowledgement. This imbalance conversation surrounding the women’s national cricket teams—Men’s and 
highlighted a deeper issue: the women’s game.But 2025 has marked a seismic shift.Women’s. Yet, for much of that time, public 

This year, things changed. India attention, media coverage, and 
Women’s Cricket has finally come ins t i tu t iona l  suppor t  remained  
into its own. 2025 will go down as the overwhelmingly skewed toward the 
year that transformed the fortunes of men’s side. The women’s team, despite 
these incredible athletes. It’s the year c o n s i s t e n t  p e r f o r m a n c e s  a n d  
when the players, who once faced international success, was often 
endless mockery, could finally sleep relegated to the margins of public 
with the quiet knowledge that their discourse.Rather than receiving the 
struggle had been worth it.The recognition they deserved, players from 
relentless effort, the tough journeys, the women’s team were frequently 
and the battles—both on and off the subjected to dismissive commentary and 
field—have led them to a place online ridicule. Social media narratives 
where they can now proudly call questioning the relevance of women’s 
themselves a force to be reckoned cricket—along with derogatory labels 
with.t h a t  t r i v i a l i s e d  t h e i r  team was not only competing on the field 

professionalism—became all too common, but also fighting for visibility and respect in 2025 is the year when women’s cricket in 
undermining both their achievements and a sport where they had long proven their India was no longer an afterthought. It’s the 
credibility.The contrast in public reaction excellence.For years, this disparity defined year the Indian women’s team could stand 
was stark. Landmark performances by male the narrative around Indian women’s tall, heads held high, and with the word 
cricketers routinely sparked nationwide cricket. However, 2025 has signalled a “respect” finally associated with their 
celebration, while equally impactful decisive turning point—a moment that name.

premier competition would survive at all. Indian football had come to rely on a single NEW DELHI. (Agency)  
The future of the Indian Super League, long top-flight product, with little cushioning  Sports in India may have had many 
projected as the backbone of the sport’s beneath it.As weeks passed without memorable highs, but it has also had their 
professional structure, drifted into resolution, concern spread beyond fair share of controversies. Isolated 
uncertainty after its commercial and boardrooms. Coaches warned of lost moments quickly escalated to a year that 
ownership framework unravelled. With no development time, fans feared regression, had many notable moments defined by 

and the national ecosystem began to feel public disputes, administrative lapses and 
the strain. In 2025, Indian football moments that embarrassed India as a 
wasn’t battling opponents — it was nation. From international fixtures 
battling uncertainty over whether its top clouded by political tensions to domestic 
tier could stay upright at all.events marred by chaos, sport repeatedly 

WOMEN’S WORLD CUP MARRED slipped out of control.These controversies 
BY SAFETY CONCERNSwere no mere social media scandals or 

fleeting cycles of outrage; they disrupted What should have been a routine day 
schedules, people’s careers and also raised during a global tournament instead 
uncomfortable questions on how sport is exposed an uncomfortable gap between 
run in India, where there has always been hosting prestige and on-ground safety. 
passion, but planning or the administrative During the Women’s World Cup in clear bidders, unresolved contracts and 
side of things tends to have fallen short. Indore, two members of the Australia mounting financial strain, the league’s next 

women's cricket team were subjected to This was the year when the noise around the season was left without firm timelines or 
harassment while walking near their hotel, game proved louder than the game itself. guarantees.For clubs, the silence was 
an incident that jolted players, officials and Let us take a look at some of the biggest crippling. Recruitment stalled, preseason 
organisers alike. The brief encounter, sporting controversies in India for 2025. planning froze, and players were left unsure 
involving a man on a motorcycle, was B R E A K D O W N  O F  I N D I A N  if they would even have a competition to 
enough to trigger an alarm within the FOOTBALL prepare for. Administrators offered 
visiting camp and force an immediate Indian football’s biggest worry in 2025 reassurances, but clarity never followed. 
police response.wasn’t results on the pitch, but whether its The instability also exposed how heavily 

Indian sports in 2025: Handshake rows, stampedes 
and controversies that shaped the year

NEW DELHI. (Agency)  
World No. 1 Magnus Carlsen showcased his 

endgame genius once again as he added a 
record-extending ninth World Blitz title to 
the Rapid gold medal he had won two days 
earlier. Carlsen defeated Uzbek GM 
Nodirbek Abdusattorov in a hard-fought 
final of the World Blitz Championship in 
Doha on Tuesday, December 30.

The Norwegian took home a €70,000 prize, 
securing his 20th world championship title 
overall across all three time controls. The 
triumph also marked the fifth time he has 
claimed the rare double crown as both the 
Wo r l d  R a p i d  a n d  Wo r l d  B l i t z  
champion.Carlsen refused to settle for a 
draw in the title showdown against the 

young Abdusattorov and produced a 
stunning, unexpected pawn move in the 
fourth game of the clash to seal a 2.5–1.5 
victory and extend his reign in Blitz 
chess.After the first three games, both 
players were locked at 1.5 points apiece. The 
victory was all the more sweet and fulfilling 
for the Norwegian, who had endured a string 
of losses during the qualifying (Swiss 
round) and struggled to secure a place in the 
knockout semifinals.A draw in Round 19 
against Abdusattorov saw both Carlsen, on 
13.5 points, and the Uzbek, on 13 points, 
clinch the final two semifinal spots on 
Tuesday, finishing behind sole leader Arjun 
Erigaisi, who topped the standings with 15 
points, and American GM Fabiano Caruana, 
who followed with 14 points.Carlsen then 
went on to defeat Caruana 3–1 to book his 
place in the final, while an impeccable 
Abdusattorov handed Erigaisi a crushing 
2.5–0.5 defeat in the semifinals, as the 
Indian settled for a second bronze medal 
after finishing third in the Rapid 
event.Meanwhile, the two bronze medals 
are a remarkable achievement for the 22-
year-old Erigaisi, who will return home 
stronger and more resolute from the 
experience.

Karnataka State Cricket Association 
(KSCA) has not confirmed KL Rahul’s 
participation, but he’s likely to play in the 
January 3 and 6 games against Tripura and 
Rajasthan in Ahmedabad. 

Karnataka are second in Group A, maintaining 
a  1 0 0 %  w i n  r e c o r d  f r o m  t h r e e  
matches.Several big names have lit up the 
ongoing season of the Vijay Hazare Trophy, 
as star batters Rohit Sharma and Virat Kohli 
also fulfilled their mandatory domestic 

NEW DELHI. (Agency)  c o m m i t m e n t s  s e t  b y  t h e  B C C I .  
India Test and ODI captain Shubman Gill, all- Wicketkeeper batter Rishabh Pant is also 

rounder Ravindra Jadeja and star batter KL consistently featuring for Delhi and will play 
Rahul are all set to play in the Vijay Hazare the entire season for his team.Kohli will 
Trophy in January. The trio will join their return to play for Delhi for their January 6 
respective teams ahead of the upcoming fixture against Railways under Pant’s 
three-match ODI series against New captaincy. Opening batter Yashasvi Jaiswal 

two wins from three games. After playing Association (SCA) that he will play the Z e a l a n d ,  b e g i n n i n g  o n  J a n u a r y  also returned to play for Mumbai for their 
two games, Gill will leave his state side to January 6 and 8 fixtures against Services and 11.According to Cricbuzz, Shubman Gill is fourth fixture against Goa after being 
join the Indian team, which is set to assemble Gujarat. Saurashtra are playing their league expected to feature in Punjab’s matches on hospitalised with severe stomach cramps 
in Baroda on January 7-8 ahead of the first matches in Alur, Karnataka, and currently January 3 and 6 against Sikkim and Goa in following Mumbai's Syed Mushtaq Ali 
ODI against New Zealand.Ravindra Jadeja have one win from three games, placing Jaipur. Punjab, grouped with powerhouse Trophy (SMAT) 2025 match against 
has also informed the Saurashtra Cricket them sixth in the eight-team group.The Mumbai in Group C, currently sit fourth with Rajasthan.

SPORTS

timed finish, before Martin Zubimendi period.While Arsenal were celebrating, Champions League qualification but also 
doubled the lead minutes later, adding Manchester United endured another sparked discontent from supporters, with 
impetus to Arsenal’s charge. Leandro frustrating evening at Old Trafford, drawing boos heard at full time.

United took the lead through Joshua Zirkzee, Trossard’s composed strike made it 3–0, and 1–1 with bottom-placed Wolverhampton 
whose effort deflected in and gave the substitute Gabriel Jesus added a fourth just 
hosts the advantage shortly before the minutes after entering the pitch—a goal that 
half-hour mark. But the positivity was underlined both Arsenal’s depth and 
short-lived: Ladislav Krejci headed attacking fluidity. Villa managed a late 
Wolves level just before half-time, ending consolation through Ollie Watkins, but it was 
United’s hopes of a comfortable progress. little more than a footnote to a dominant 
In the second half, United dominated evening for the hosts.The significance of the 
possession and saw a last-gasp effort win goes well beyond the scoreline. Arsenal 
ruled out for offside, but could not find a extended their lead to five points at the 
decisive breakthrough.summit, topping the Premier League as the 

Liverpool. (Agency)  United manager Ruben Amorim did not calendar year closed—five points clear of 
 Arsenal delivered a resounding message in the sugar-coat his assessment of the draw. second-placed Manchester City and six 

Premier League title race on Tuesday night, Wanderers. What should have been a Post-match, he pinpointed the team’s lack of ahead of Villa. Crucially, this result came 
demolishing third-placed Aston Villa 4–1 at straightforward home victory instead quality and fluidity in attack as key reasons against one of the division’s most in-form 
the Emirates Stadium to end 2025 firmly at quickly became a statistic United will want they failed to put away a team struggling so sides, signaling not just consistency but the 
the top of the table. The Gunners had trailed to forget, days after a 1-0 win over massively on paper. Amorim highlighted the sort of performance that transforms title 
Villa in momentum—Villa came into the Newcastle.The result was particularly absence of key players—many away at the ambition into genuine momentum.For Villa, 
game on an 11-match winning run across embarrassing given Wolves’ position; the Africa Cup of Nations or sidelined through the loss halts their streak and sees them slip 
competitions—but Arsenal’s performance Midlands side are at rock-bottom of the injury—as contributors to the disjointed further behind a charging Arsenal, but Unai 
turned heads and highlighted their title Premier League and had managed only a display, but stressed that this should not be Emery’s side remain firmly in the hunt for a 
credentials.The scoring burst came after a handful of points all season. That they could used as an excuse.That is normal, but we top-four finish. Still, the emphatic nature of 
tight first half: Gabriel Magalhes opened the take a point from Old Trafford not only didn't use that excuse against Newcastle. We Arsenal’s victory will likely resonate across 
scoring early in the second half with a well- denied United valuable ground in the race for are not going to use it today (Dec 30).the title race discussions over the winter 

After World Cup snub, Shubman Gill to play 
Vijay Hazare Trophy in January: Report

Arsenal end 2025 on top, Man United 
stumble against bottom-placed Wolves

Margins to mainstream: India women's cricket 
team wins Battle of  the Sexes in 2025

NEW DELHI. (Agency)  
 Harbhajan Singh has thrown his weight 

behindFormer Australian cricketer Damien 
Martyn is in an induced coma, fighting the life-
threatening disease meningitis. Martyn was 
rushed to a hospital in Brisbane in serious 
condition after falling ill on December 26.

The 54-year-old is suffering from meningitis, a 
disease that causes inflammation of the 
membranes surrounding the brain and spinal 
cord and can lead to swelling of the brain.

Former Australia wicketkeeper-batter Adam 
Gilchrist, a close friend of Martyn, informed 
the public on behalf of his family that Martyn is 
receiving treatment in a hospital."He is getting 
the best of treatment, and (Martyn's partner) 
Amanda and his family know that many people 
are sending their prayers and best wishes," 
Gilchrist  was quoted as saying by 
cricket.com.au.Cricket Australia CEO Todd 
Greenberg also sent his best wishes for 

Martyn's speedy recovery.
"I’m saddened to hear of Damien's illness. The 

best wishes of everyone at Cricket Australia 
and in the wider cricket community are with 
him at this time," Greenberg said in a 
statement.Martyn made his debut in 
international cricket during a Test against the 
West Indies in Brisbane in 1992, scoring 36 and 
15 in two innings. Over the course of his career, 
Martyn became known for his elegant 
strokeplay and went on to play 67 Tests and 208 
ODIs for Australia.

Martyn's illustrious career
The right-handed batter was a vital part of 

Australia’s middle order during their dominant 
era from the late 1990s to the 2000s. Martyn 
was also part of Australia’s World Cup-winning 
campaigns in 1999 and 2003.

He played a key role in the 2003 World Cup 
triumph, scoring a vital 88* (84) against India 
in the final. He was involved in a massive 234-
run stand with Ricky Ponting (140* off 121 
balls) to help Australia post a huge total of 
359/2 in their allotted 50 overs.

Australian great Damien 
Martyn in induced 

coma, battling for life 
against Meningitis

NEW DELHI. (Agency)  
Superstar Australian cricketer Travis Head has 

hinted at missing the ongoing season of the 
Big Bash League (BBL) amid concerns over 
burnout. The left-handed opener said he 
wants to stay fresh for next year’s T20 World 
Cup, which begins on February 7, especially 
after playing a major role in Australia 
retaining the Ashes urn.Describing the 
ongoing Ashes battle as emotionally 
draining, Head said he needs a break before 
what promises to be another demanding 
season of cricket next year. The 32-year-old 
has already endured a busy home summer, 
featuring in the white-ball series against India 
before playing a Sheffield Shield match as 
preparation for the Ashes. Head has been in 
belligerent form in the Ashes, hitting two 
decisive hundreds, including the whirlwind 
123 in the series opener in Perth.When asked 
about turning out for the Adelaide Strikers in 
the BBL, Head told News Corp: “Probably 
unlikely with the emotional drain of an Ashes 
series, and what’s coming up in terms of the 
World Cup.The emotional drain of actually 
being in an Ashes series and playing is always 

tough. So I think it’s important to go into a 
World Cup fresh.”Head has not appeared for 
the Adelaide Strikers since the 2022–23 
season of the Big Bash League.

 The star batter has regularly skipped 
Austra l ia’s  premier  domest ic  T20 
competition in recent years to prioritise 
international commitments and the Indian 
Premier League since returning to the 
tournament in 2024. Head has been an 
integral member of the SunRisers Hyderabad 
setup, forming a devastating opening 
partnership with Abhishek Sharma. He 
scored 567 runs at a staggering strike rate of 
191.59 when SRH reached the final in 2024, 
followed by another prolific season in 
2025.The BBL, which got underway on 
December 14, has once again been without 
several of Australia’s leading Test stars due to 
the Ashes. 

Magnus Carlsen now a 20-time 
world champion, ends 2025 
with Rapid and Blitz double

Ashes hero Travis Head 
makes crucial BBL call ahead 

of  T20 World Cup 2026

ZShubman Gill, Ravindra Jadeja and KL 
Rahul will play in the Vijay Hazare 
Trophy in January. The trio will leave 
their respective teams ahead of  the 
three-match ODI series against New 
Zealand, beginning on January 11.

Premier League 2025-26: Arsenal 

delivered a commanding 4-1 win 

against Aston Villa to end 2025 at 

the top of the table. Meanwhile, 

Manchester United struggled to a 1-

1 draw with bottom-placed Wolves 

on Tuesday night.
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The revised allowances will come 
into effect from January 1 and 
apply across multiple categories, 
including domestic layover, night 
operations, deadhead travel and a 
newly introduced tail-swap 
allowance.

New Delhi.(Agency) strong interest from both domestic and IPO.While the exact launch date is yet 
global investors, given its dominant to be announced, the listing will depend After a strong run in 2025, India’s 
position in telecom and its expanding on regulatory clearance from Sebi and primary market is entering 2026 with 
digital ecosystem. overall market conditions. Investors high expectations. Several large and 

will be closely watching how OYO Flipkartwell-known companies are preparing to 
positions its business ahead of the tap the stock market, and 2026 is Flipkart, backed by US retail giant 
offering.shaping up to be an exciting year for Walmart, is also expected to enter the 

PhonePeinvestors. Many of these firms have public markets in 2026. Reports 
been waiting for the right market suggest the e-commerce firm is aiming Digital payments firm PhonePe is also 
conditions, and the current mood for a valuation in the range of $60 preparing for an IPO in 2026. The 
appears favourable.From digital giants billion to $70 billion. This would place company is expected to raise around 
to new-age startups, the upcoming IPO it among the biggest technology IPOs in $1.2 billion to $1.5 billion through a 
list reflects growing confidence among India.In preparation for the listing, the mix of fresh shares and an offer for sale 
Indian companies and sustained Flipkart Group has narrowed its losses by existing investors.Reports indicate 
interest from investors.Reliance Jio in the 2024–25 financial year, that PhonePe could be valued at close to 
Platforms is expected to be the biggest signalling a stronger focus on $15 billion at the time of listing. With its 
attraction in the 2026 IPO calendar. profitability and operational efficiency. strong presence in India’s digital 
Valued at around Rs 11–12 lakh crore, payments space, the IPO is likely to OYO
its public listing could be one of the attract wide attention.Hospitality platform OYO has taken 
largest ever seen on Dalal Street. The Zeptoanother step towards going public. 
telecom and digital services major is Shareholders of its parent company Bengaluru-based quick commerce 
reportedly preparing its draft papers have approved plans to raise up to Rs startup Zepto is another name to watch. 
and may look to launch the IPO in the 6,650 crore through a fresh issue of Known for its 10-minute grocery 
first half of the year, subject to equity shares as part of the proposed delivery service.
approvals.A Jio listing is likely to draw 

Hindustan copper share price tanks 
3%: What's behind the fall

touched a lifetime high of $4,549 last fall, silver has gained about 157% this 
week.US gold futures for February year, far more than gold.
delivery were also lower at around This sharp rise has been driven by strong 
$4,346 an ounce. The fall came as the US industrial demand and tight supply. 
dollar strengthened, which often puts Silver is now seen as a critical mineral 
pressure on gold prices because it in the US, which has lifted its 
becomes costlier for buyers using other importance.
currencies. Demand from clean energy, electronics 

GOLD SET FOR BEST GAINS IN 50 and electric vehicles has remained 
YEARS strong, while supplies have struggled 

Gold has risen about 66% so far in 2025, to keep up. Low inventories have 
putting it on course for its strongest added to the pressure, pushing prices 
yearly performance since the late 1970s. higher for much of the year.December meeting showed that the 
This rally has not been driven by one decision to cut rates was not simple and PLATINUM AND PALLADIUM ALSO New Delhi.(Agency) 
single factor. Instead, several global involved long discussions on risks to the END STRONG YEAR Gold and silver prices have cooled off in the developments have come together. economy.The Fed’s next meeting is Other precious metals have also posted last few days of 2025, but the bigger scheduled for January 27 and 28, and Lower interest rates in the US have made impressive gains in 2025. Platinum picture remains unchanged. Both metals markets expect no immediate change in gold more attractive, as it does not pay slipped to about $2,123 an ounce after are heading towards one of their strongest rates. This environment continues to interest. Expectations that rates will stay touching a lifetime high of $2,478 earlier years on record as 2025 draws to a close. favour gold as a store of value.low for longer have also helped.Ongoing this week.Despite the recent fall, platinum After months of sharp gains, some investors global conflicts, worries around SILVER OUTSHINES GOLD WITH is still up around 135% for the year. Its rise are locking in profits, leading to short- government debt, and heavy buying by RECORD-BREAKING GAINS has been supported by tight supply, higher term weakness in gold and silver. Even so, central banks have further supported investor interest and policy changes in Silver has been the standout performer prices remain far higher than where they prices. At the same time, investment Europe related to combustion engines.among precious metals in 2025. Prices fell began the year.Gold was trading near demand through exchange-traded funds to around $74.41 an ounce in the latest Palladium was trading near $1,584 an $4,334 an ounce, down slightly from has picked up steadily through the year. session, after touching a record high of ounce, down on the day but still up recent levels. The yellow metal had 

Minutes from the US Federal Reserve’s $83.62 earlier in the week. Even after this roughly 74% for the year. 

Gold set for a 50-year best, silver breaks 
records: Where should money go in 2026

How India overtook China to become 
the world's top rice producer

New Delhi.(Agency)
Last-minute party needs, food orders and grocery 

runs through online platforms on New Year’s Eve 
may face disruptions across India as gig and 
delivery workers prepare for a nationwide strike 
on December 31.With New Year’s Eve being one 
of the busiest days of the year for online orders, the 
protest could affect food delivery, quick 
commerce and e-commerce services in several 
cities.Workers associated with platforms such as 
Zomato, Swiggy, Blinkit, Zepto, Amazon and 
Flipkart are expected to take part in the strike. 
Unions say the action could hurt retailers and 
platforms that depend heavily on last-mile 
delivery to meet year-end sales targets.The strike 
has been called by the Telangana Gig and Platform 
Workers Union and the Indian Federation of App-
Based Transport Workers, with support from 
regional worker groups in Maharashtra, 
Karnataka, Delhi-NCR, West Bengal and parts of 
Tamil Nadu.

WHY ARE GIG WORKERS PROTESTING?
According to the unions, delivery partners who form 

the backbone of India’s app-based commerce 
system are being pushed to work longer hours 
even as their earnings fall.They allege that 
workers face unsafe delivery targets, limited job 
security, lack of dignity at work and almost no 
access to basic social protection.In a letter sent to 
Union Labour Minister Mansukh Mandaviya, 
IFAT said it represents around 4,00,000 app-based 
transport and delivery workers across the country.

The federation said workers had already held a 
nationwide flash strike on December 25, which led 
to a 50–60% disruption in services in several 
cities.The protest, according to the union, was 
aimed at drawing attention to unsafe delivery 
models, falling incomes, arbitrary ID blocking and 
the absence of social security.The federation also 
claimed that platform companies did not engage 
with workers after the December 25 protest. 
Instead, it alleged that companies responded with 
threats, account deactivations and algorithm-
based penalties. The letter further accused 
platforms of using third-party agencies to weaken 
the strike.With the December 31 strike, customers 
may face delays and cancellations as delivery 
executives log off the apps or sharply reduce their 
workload.The disruptions are expected to hit food 
orders, grocery deliveries and last-minute 
shopping in major cities such as Pune, Bengaluru, 
Delhi, Hyderabad and Kolkata, along with several 
tier-2 markets.In its letter, IFAT urged the 
government to regulate platform companies under 
labour laws and ban unsafe delivery models, 
including extreme fast-delivery timelines.

BUSINESS

Swiggy, Zomato, other gig 
delivery workers on New Year's 

Eve strike: Key demands
participants said the decline was and strong demand from sectors such 
largely driven by year-end profit as electrification, renewable energy 
booking and a mild correction in and ar t i f ic ial  intel l igence-led 
global copper prices, rather than any infrastructure.However, after such a 
company-specific bad news. strong run, some cooling off was 

expected in the short term.WHY DID HINDUSTAN COPPER 
Experts tracking the stock 

said the recent fall looks 
like a pause rather than a 
trend reversal, especially 
given the scale of gains 
already seen.Despite 
today’s fall, Hindustan 
Copper has delivered 
very strong returns across 
time frames. The stock 
has gained more than 

New Delhi.(Agency) 26% in the last five 
 Shares of Hindustan Copper fell nearly trading sessions. Over the 

3% in Tuesday’s trade as investors past one month, it is up 
SHARES FALL TODAY?chose to book profits after the stock’s around 56%.

sharp rise in recent weeks.The fall Copper prices eased by more than 1% as Looking at a longer period, the share 
came even as the broader outlook for traders locked in gains at the end of the price has jumped nearly 89.49% in the 
copper remains strong, supported by year. This had a direct impact on last six months. On a yearly basis, the 
global demand and supply challenges. copper-linked stocks, including stock has risen about 113.71%, making 

Hindustan Copper, which has been one Hindustan Copper was trading around Rs it one of the top performers among 
of the biggest beneficiaries of the 515 in intraday trade after slipping as metal stocks.This sharp rise is one of 
metal’s rally in 2025.Copper prices much as 3.3% during the session but the key reasons why investors may be 
have risen sharply this year due to recovered to trade at Rs 529.80 down choosing to lock in profits, especially 
supply disruptions at key global mines 0.78% as of 10:20 am.Market as the calendar year comes to an end.

Sensex opens 227 points 
higher, Nifty above 26,000; 
Tata Steel up 3%

New Delhi.(Agency) 
Benchmark stock market indices opened higher on the 

last trading day of 2025, as metal stocks rallied after 
India imposed a 3-year import tariff of 11–12% on 
select steel products, a move aimed largely at 
checking a surge in shipments from China.

The S&P BSE Sensex was up 185.43 points to 
84,860.51, while the NSE Nifty50 added 76.75 
points to 26,015.60 as of 9:29 am.Dr. VK 
Vijayakumar, Chief Investment Strategist, Geojit 
Investments Limited, said that the market has the 
potential for a directional move upwards but is being 
weighed down by sustained FII selling and absence 
of fresh triggers like positive news on the US-India 
trade front."The coming days are going to be 
eventful, starting with the auto sales data for 
December, Q3 corporate results, expectations from 
the budget and other news relating to global 
economy like the possible Fed action in 2026," he 
added.Tata Steel led the gainers, rising 2.13%, 
followed by Titan Company, which was up 0.97%. 
Bharat Electronics gained 0.88%, Axis Bank moved 
higher by 0.76%, and Hindustan Unilever added 
0.71%, supporting the index in early trade.

Bajaj Finserv was the biggest laggard, falling 1.06%. 
Tata Consultancy Services slipped 0.51%, Bajaj 
Finance declined 0.45%, Tech Mahindra was down 
0.45%, and Mahindra and Mahindra lost 0.40%.The 
Q3 results have to be watched carefully for 
indications of uptick in earnings. This is significant 
since there is lot of hope that there will be a rebound 
in earnings, going forward," said Vijaykumar.

"Earnings growth will be the single most important 
factor determining the market trend in 2026. The FII 
flows in 2026, too, will depend on the earnings 
performance and expectations surrounding that," he 
added.

Kolkata.(Agency) 
Long-term policy frameworks, particularly for hybrid 

renewables energy, along with a thrust on adoption 
of technologies and incentive-driven manufacturing, 
will help the country meet its renewable energy 
goals, experts said.Experts also believed 
decarbonisation will continue to be a priority for the 
industry.Sharing his views, Piyush Goyal, CEO and 
Co-founder of Volks Energie, said there are certain 
areas which are essential not only for meeting 

climate commitments, but also for powering India's 
industrial growth, enhancing energy security, and 
ensuring affordable electricity for consumers.

"Accelerating grid upgrades and storage adoption 
must be treated as national priorities as India's future 
energy mix depends on both. Further, incentivising 
domestic manufacturing of inverters, batteries, and 
cri t ical  components wil l  reduce import  
dependencies and build supply-chain resilience," 
Goyal said.Manish Dabkara, CMD of carbon credits 
firm EKI Energy Services, said emerging 
technologies, including green hydrogen, advanced 
storage chemistries, and smart grid systems have the 
potential to address intermittency and ramping 
flexibility challenges."Stable, long-term policy 
frameworks particularly for hybrid renewables, 
offshore wind, and green hydrogen will be critical in 
attracting sustained private and global capital 
flows," he noted.Gaurav Moda, Partner and Energy 
Sector Leader, EY-Parthenon India, said that 
acce le ra t ing  renewables ,  e ff ic iency- led  
decarbonisation, and digital adoption are delivering 
measurable returns, while renewed momentum in 
nuclear energy point to a more integrated and 
commercially grounded phase of the energy 
transition.

From Reliance Jio, PhonePe to Zepto: 
5 key IPOs to watch in 2026

Retail rush and SIPs drive Rs 
14 lakh crore jump in mutual 
fund assets in 2025

Copper prices have risen 
sharply this year due to 
supply disruptions at key 
global mines and strong 
demand from sectors such as 
electrification, renewable 
energy and artificial 
intelligence-led infrastructure.

An interesting aspect of India’s success At the time, cultivation was limited to By exporting basmati and non-basmati rice, 
is the significant contribution made by traditional long-stem rice varieties, with India earned foreign exchange worth Rs 
Taiwan. Relations between China and yields of only about 800 kg per hectare.105,720 crore in a single year.This 

By then, urea had been introduced as a Taiwan remain extremely tense. underlines the importance of rice to the 
Rice has been grown and consumed in chemical fertiliser. While the use of Indian economy.

India since ancient times. Whenever the fertiliser and additional water could TAIWAN’S CONTRIBUTION
At the time of Independence, India origin of rice is discussed, India’s name increase output, this required dwarf and 

produced only 20.58 million metric is often mentioned first. There are about strong-stem varieties, which India did not 
123,000 varieties of rice in the world, of have.Indian varieties tended to lodge 
which nearly 60,000 are found in India. when fertiliser and water were used, as 

This highlights India’s richness in rice their long stems caused the crop to fall 
diversity. However, in terms of over. This led to the need for dwarf New Delhi.(Agency)

production, India had lagged far behind varieties to increase production and IIndia has shattered China’s dominance that 
China for a long time.This is the first time address food shortages.had continued for years in the field of rice. 
India has overtaken China in rice Taiwan stepped in to meet this By overtaking China, India has reached 
production.Dr Sudhanshu Singh, requirement by providing its dwarf number one in the world in terms of rice 
Director of the South Asia Regional rice variety, Taichung Native-1 (TN1). production.The country's share in total 
Centre at the International Rice Institute, This transformed Indian agriculture. global rice production has crossed more 
says that India’s emergence as the world’s Taichung Native-1 played a key role in than 28%. The United States Department 
largest rice producer is a major the Green Revolution and is of Agriculture (USDA) has also 
achievement. Indian rice is exported to considered the world’s first semi-tonnes of rice annually. By 2025, this acknowledged India’s achievement.
172 countries, and rice has also become dwarf rice variety.figure had risen to 152 million metric In its December 2025 report, the USDA said 
an important tool of India’s foreign IR-8 CHANGED THE WORLDtonnes.This record in rice production is India’s rice production has reached 152 
policy. Another dwarf rice variety, IR-8, was undoubtedly the result of the hard work of million metric tonnes, while China’s 

introduced in India in 1968 by the EARNINGS FROM RICE farmers and scientists. However, Taiwan output stands at 146 million metric 
In 2024–25, India exported agricultural International Rice Research Institute. This also played a significant role in India’s tonnes.This record will require a revision 

produce worth a record Rs 450,840 crore, triggered a rapid increase in production. success in rice cultivation, which merits of long-held assumptions that China is the 
with rice accounting for the largest share Because of its revolutionary productivity, special mention.In the 1960s, India was world’s largest rice-producing country. 
of about 24%. IR-8 came to be known as “Miracle Rice”.struggling with a shortage of food grains. 

New Delhi.(Agency)
 Mutual fund industry extended its bull run in 2025, 

adding a staggering Rs 14 lakh crore to its asset base 
and pushing total AUM to a record Rs 81 lakh crore 
by November, powered by surge in retail 
participation and record SIP inflows.

Venkat Chalasani, Chief Executive Officer of AMFI, 
told PTI that the industry's outlook remains positive, 
with steady SIP inflows continuing to offset foreign 
portfolio investor outflows and strengthening market 
resilience.Going ahead, fund flows are likely to be 
guided by valuations and global developments, with 
investors increasingly favouring large-cap, 
diversified and hybrid strategies, he added.

The year 2025 also witnessed a robust net inflow of Rs 
7 lakh crore, along with a sharp increase of 3.36 crore 
in the investor base, while SIPs alone contributed 
about Rs 3 lakh crore, according to data from 
Association of Mutual Funds in India (AMFI).

These inflows lifted the industry's assets under 
management (AUM) by 21 per cent from Rs 67 lakh 
crore at the end of 2024 to Rs 81 lakh crore by 
November-end.While the pace of growth was lower 
than the 31 per cent rise recorded in 2024 and the 27 
per cent increase in 2023, the longer-term trend 
remains strong. The industry had posted a 7 per cent 
growth in 2022 and nearly 22 per cent in 2021, and 
has collectively added Rs 50 lakh crore to its asset 
base over the last five years.

Long-term policy support 
key to meeting India's 
renewable energy goals, 
say experts

 

India has emerged as the world's 
largest rice producer, but closing the 
yield gap and managing water stress 
will decide whether this production 
surge becomes a lasting advantage.

Copper prices have risen sharply this year due to supply disruptions at key global mines and strong demand from sectors such as electrification, renewable energy and artificial intelligence-led infrastructure.
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