
The Sikh Times
CHANDIGARH, 30th December:

During the special session of the
Punjab Vidhan Sabha, Chief Minister
Bhagwant Singh Mann said the
newly rechristened ‘Viksit Bharat –
Guarantee Rozgar and Ajeevika
Mission Gramin (VB-G RAM G)’ is
aimed at snatching food, jobs and
dignity from Dalits, women and the
poorest families. He asserted that by
rushing the new law through
Parliament within just 14 hours, the

Union government has hollowed out
the very soul of the rights-based
Mahatma Gandhi National Rural
Employment Guarantee Act (MGN-
REGA) scheme. Demanding its
immediate rollback, the Chief
Minister said the move exposes the

BJP’s anti-Punjab mindset, rewards
favoured industrialists at the cost of
the common people of the country,
and raises a fundamental question
about how India can aspire to be
‘Vishav Guru’ or ‘Viksit Bharat’ while
depriving the weakest sections of
their basic right to food and liveli-
hood, while also calling out the Akali
Dal’s studied silence as deliberate
and opportunistic. Winding up the
debate during special session con-
vened to discuss the issue, CM
Bhagwant Singh Mann said that the

centre has killed the basic spirit of
the MGNREGA scheme by changing
its name to ‘VB-G RAM (G)’, which
takes away the right to guaranteed
wages / employment from poor
workers, women, and lakhs of job
card holding families and imposes an

additional financial burden on the
states. “Earlier MGNREGA, which
was carefully conceived by former
PM Dr. Manmohan Singh, was intro-
duced after years of deliberations.
However, now VB-G RAM G has
been passed by the Parliament only
within a few hours,” he noted. The
Chief Minister said that unfortunate-
ly the Union government has
changed the basic character of the
scheme as the MGNREGA was
demand driven scheme whereas VB -
G RAM G is a norm based
scheme, which is not in the
interest of people. “During the
last financial year, under the
MGNREGA scheme imple-
mented in Punjab, the partici-
pation of women has been reg-
istered at 60% and that for
Scheduled castes, it has been
70%, meaning thereby majori-
ty of the beneficiaries under
the MGNREGA scheme have
been belonging to the most
marginalised sections of the
Society,” he pointed out. As
such, CM Bhagwant Singh
Mann said that with the imple-
mentation of the provisions of
the new Act, the economic
condition of such margin-
alised sections will worsen
with the lack of employment
opportunities. So, the Chief
Minister said that the provi-
sions of the new Act are aimed
at weakening both the SCs
and women socially and eco-
nomically, resulting in widen-

ing of inequality causing further
avoidable distress. “The Union gov-
ernment's act is totally aimed at
snatching food from the common
man who have been immensely ben-
efited from the MGNREGA scheme.
Earlier the weaker sections got
assured employment through the
scheme but now this purpose will be
defeated,” he added. The Chief
Minister said that instead of giving
guarantee of MSP to the farmers on
crops, the Union government has

now snatched the guarantee given to
the labourers for the work by their
predecessors, which will cause a lot
of distress. “This act is the game plan
of the Union government just to cor-
ner the benefit to his blue eyed
industrialists for whom even the trips
of the Prime Minister in the foreign
countries are also planned. It is iron-
ic that the people sitting in cozy
offices at the National capital will
plan for development works in the
villages of the state,” he added. CM

Bhagwant Singh Mann said that in
reality BJP is suffering from anti-
Punjab syndrome due to which they
take the decisions against the inter-
ests of the state with every passing
day.  Citing the decisions of the
Union government on Chandigarh,
Panjab University, BBMB and oth-
ers, CM Bhagwant Singh Mann said
that every move of the Union govern-
ment is aimed at looting the interests
of the people. 
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BJP has dismantled MGNREGA & snatched
employment guarantee of Dalits and poor: CM Mann

The Sikh Times
New Delhi: A PIL was filed in

the Supreme Court seeking judi-
cial intervention to address the
“continuing constitutional failure”
to prevent and respond to racial
discrimination and violence
against citizens from northeastern
states and other frontier regions.
The PIL was filed on December 28
in the backdrop of the brutal
killing of Anjel Chakma, a 24-year-
old MBA student from Tripura,
who succumbed on
December 27 to grievous
injuries sustained in a
racially motivated attack
in Selaqui area of
Dehradun.Anjel from
Unakoti district’s
Machmara went to
Dehradun after complet-
ing his graduation in
Holy Cross School,
Agartala, to pursue MBA,
where he was stabbed to
death in the presence of
his younger brother
Michael. The family
members of Chakma
want capital punishment or at least
life imprisonment for all the
accused involved in the incident.
Anoop Prakash Awasthi, a Delhi-
based lawyer, has made the Centre
and all the states and Union terri-
tories as parties to the PIL. “That
the present writ petition is being
filed seeking issuance of writ
under Article 32 of the
Constitution seeking issuance of
writ in the nature of mandamus,
order, direction or any other
appropriate writ for the violation of

fundamental rights as under arti-
cle 14, 19 (1) a & (g) and 21, and
thus seeking judicial intervention
to address the issue of racial dis-
crimination and violence against
Indian citizens from the north-
eastern states and other frontier
regions of India,” the plea said.
“We are Indians. What certificate
should we show to prove that?”
words that tragically became the
last recorded assertion of Anjel
Chakma about his constitutional
belonging before the confronta-

tion escalated into brutal violence,
it said while recounting the
offence leading to his death. The
attackers allegedly assaulted and
stabbed both brothers and
Chakma sustained severe injuries
to his neck and spine, remained
unconscious throughout his treat-
ment, and died after more than
fourteen days in intensive medical
care, it said, adding his death trig-
gered widespread anguish,
protests, and demands for justice
across the country. “Issue an

appropriate writ (ad interim till a
legislation is made) in the nature
of formulating comprehensive
guidelines, recognising ‘racial slur’
as a separate category of hate
crimes and determining punish-
ment for the same,” the plea said.
It sought a direction to the Centre
and the states to create a “nodal
agency or a permanent body or
commission or directorate” at the
central level as well as at the level
of each state where such racial
crimes can be reported and

redressed. “Direct
the respondents at
central level as well
as at the level of each
state to make and cre-
ate a dedicated spe-
cial police unit in
each district/metro-
politan area to
address the racial
crimes,” it said. The
plea sought a direc-
tion to the Centre and
the states to organise
“workshops and
debates at education-

al institutes on the issue of prevail-
ing racial discrimination and ways
to redress the same”. The petition
said that despite the unmistakable
hate-based and racial motivation
behind the crime, India’s criminal
justice system lacks any mecha-
nism to recognise or record racial
bias at the initial stage of investiga-
tion. As a result, such offences are
treated as ordinary crimes, “eras-
ing motive, diluting constitutional
gravity, and perpetuating a pattern
of impunity”, it said.

PIL in SC seeking action against racial
violence targeting northeastern citizens



Gurgaon.(Agency)
   The city's air quality remained in the ‘very 

poor' category for the second consecutive 
day on Monday, with the AQI at 318, 
according to the pollution data. The AQI 
was 353 on Sunday, while Saturday's index 
was 353.All four monitoring stations were 
active in the city. Vikas Sadan reported the 
worst air at 360, followed by Gwalpahari 
(309) and Sector 51 (307) — all in the 
‘very poor' band. Teri Gram recorded an 
AQI of 285, in the ‘poor' category.The 
city's AQI trend over the past 3 days shows 
the winter smog spell did not ease despite 
day-to-day fluctuation.At the station level, 
PM2.5 remained the main pollutant. Vikas 
Sadan recorded the highest PM2.5 at 354 
µg/m³, followed by Gwalpahari (312 

µg/m³), Sector 51 (267 µg/m³), and Teri 
Gram (234 µg/m³). For PM10, Teri Gram 
led with 330 µg/m³, followed by Sector 51 
(321 µg/m³) and Gwalpahari (243 µg/m³). 
Vikas Sadan does not monitor PM10.For 
comparison, CPCB's permissible limits are 
60 µg/m³ for PM2.5 and 100 µg/m³ for 
PM10 (24-hour average).Officials of 
HSPCB said local emissions combined 
with weak dispersion were keeping 
pollutants trapped. "Pollutants are getting 
trapped in the atmosphere and that's why 
the AQI is deteriorating. Wind speed has 
dipped to around 3 kmph," a regional 
officer of HSPCB said.According to 
CPCB guidelines, an AQI between 301 and 
400 is classified as ‘very poor', a level at 
which most people may experience 

breathing discomfort with prolonged 
exposure.

The Decision Support System (DSS) 
forecast continued ‘very poor' air over 
Delhi-NCR till Dec 31, with the index 
likely to slip into the ‘severe' range on Jan 
1, 2026. The system notes that the 
ventilation index is expected to stay 
below 6,000 m²/s with low wind speeds, 
conditions considered unfavourable for 
the dispersion of pollutants.In the 
national capital, meanwhile, the air 
quality index was severe at 4pm. On a 
scale of 0 to 500, it was 401 against 390 
— very poor — a day earlier.Doctors 
advise residents to avoid strenuous 
outdoor activity, use masks when outside 
for long durations.

Debit cards swapped inside ATMs: 2 
cheated, 1 suspect nabbed in Gurgaon

Gurgaon breathes very poor air for 2nd day in a row

Risk at 4.30am: How UP Roadways 
drivers are steering through fog

Gurgaon.(Agency)
 A 23-year-old woman was found dead at 

her matrimonial home in Naharpur 
Enclave in the city on Saturday. Police 
arrested her husband on Sunday on 
charges of dowry harassment.

Police said they received information 
through an emergency response 
vehicle (ERV) that a woman had died 
inside a locked room at a house in 
Naharpur Rupa village. When the 
police team arrived, the door was 
broken open in the presence of local 
residents and private witnesses.

The woman was found dead inside the 
room, and her three-month-old infant 
was found crying on the bed.A forensic 
team, along with personnel from the 
Naharpur Rupa police post, reached 
the spot to collect fingerprints and 
other evidence. The body was sent to 
the mortuary for a postmortem 
examination and was handed over to 
the victim's parents after the autopsy.

Bulbul was a resident of Padam Colony 
in Faridabad. She had married Jagdeep 
(30), a resident of Naharpur Rupa, in 
2024. Jagdeep works at a utensils shop.

Bulbul's brother Rajkumar alleged in his 
complaint that soon after the marriage 
she was repeatedly harassed by her 
husband and in-laws over dowry 
demands.He said Bulbul returned to 
her parents' home in August 2024 due 
to the alleged cruelty and stayed there 
for several months. She was later sent 
back to her matrimonial home after 
relatives gave assurances. After the 
birth of her child, the harassment 
allegedly resumed.Rajkumar further 
said Bulbul called him on Dec 25 and 
claimed her life was in danger. On 
December 27, the family was informed 
that she had died. He alleged foul play 
and claimed Bulbul had been killed.

He also said a neighbour of the accused 
alerted him that something had 
happened to his sister. When he 
contacted her father-in-law, he 
informed him of her death and asked 
him to take her body.

Roads under water; trees & poles 
uprooted: Cities on knees again

Noida/Ghaziabad. The showers that started Friday 
and continued on Sunday has led to heavy 
waterlogging in Noida and Ghaziabad.

A park for children in Noida Sector 51 has turned into 
a shallow pool, while parks and green belts in 
sectors 119, 12, 30, 120, etc., also remained out of 
bounds due to flooding.Low-lying areas, like 
Botanical Garden Metro station in Noida and Jagat 
Farm Market in Greater Noida, are under at least 
two feet of water. Meanwhile, residents reported 
flooded roads and basements in Noida sectors 22, 
30, 36, 51, 62, 71, 104, 105, 72, 117, 122, 99, 
etc.The picture is similar in Ghaziabad, with Abhay 
Khand, Loni, and Muradnagar facing waterlogging.

Late on Sunday, following reports of 12 people stuck 
in Tronica City due to heavy waterlogging, a team 
of Ghaziabad NDRF carried out a rescue operation. 
Considering a warning of heavy rain ahead, NDRF 
teams are on high alert for emergency response in 
Noida and Ghaziabad.Residents blamed the 
authorities for not taking adequate measures to 
check flooding.“The Noida Authority failed to 
prepare for the monsoon in advance. All its claims 
have fallen flat. In Sector 51, people are wading 
through one-and-a-half feet to two feet of water. 
The Sunday showers also left houses and basements 
flooded.

News box

Dense fog blankets Gurgaon, 
visibility drops, 130 flights 
cancelled at IGI

Gurgaon.(Agency)
The city woke up to a blanket of dense fog on Monday 

morning, with buildings fading into a white haze and 
traffic inching along with headlights on. The fog eased 
only after around 12.30pm.

IMD issued a dense fog alert for the city on Dec 30, 
warning that visibility may drop sharply during late-
night and early-morning hours. A district-wise advisory 
issued on Monday said several parts of Haryana, 
including south Haryana, are likely to witness dense to 
very dense fog over the next 2 days.Fog intensity is 
expected to reduce from Dec 31 and Jan 1, though 
isolated pockets may still see dense fog.

On Monday, Gurgaon recorded a minimum temperature of 
9.6°C, which was 2.2°C higher than the previous day. 
The maximum temperature settled at 16.6°C, about 
3.6°C lower than Sunday.IMD linked the prevailing 
conditions to an approaching western disturbance over 
the western Himalayan region between Dec 30 and Jan 
1. Light to moderate rainfall is likely over parts of 
Haryana, including Gurgaon and Chandigarh, on Dec 31 
and Jan 1 before tapering off.Minimum temperatures are 
expected to rise by around 2°C to 3°C over the next 3 
days and then fall again by a similar margin. Day 
temperatures are also likely to dip over the next 3 days to 
4 days. The met department cautioned that dense fog 
may disrupt traffic movement and affect flight and train 
operations due to poor visibility.Meanwhile, Delhi was 
engulfed in a thick blanket of fog with visibility down to 
50 metres on Monday. Calm winds and gloomy weather 
also kept the air quality in the severe zone. Dense fog 
continued for seven hours, the second longest spell of the 
season after Dec 19, when it lasted for eight and a half 
hours. The minimum temperature was 8.3 degrees 
Celsius, two notches above normal. The maximum 
temperature was 20.3 degrees Celsius.At least 130 
flights were cancelled and eight diverted, and over 550 
were delayed at Delhi's IGI Airport. Road transport on 
highways and expressways was also affected as a large 
part of the Indo-Gangetic plain witnessed very low 
visibility from late at night to early morning hours.

 Ghaziabad.(Agency)
 A series of ATM card swap frauds inside 

vestibules across the city has left two 
people cheated of Rs 1.7 lakh, while a 
third attempt was stopped after the victim 
raised an alarm and members of the 
public caught the accused. Police have 
registered separate cases, arrested one 
suspect, and are investigating whether the 
incidents are linked.

The first complaint was filed by Kanchan 
Gupta of Siwan district in Bihar who lives 
in Peepal Colony of Tajnagar village. 
Gupta told police that on Oct 20, he went 
to withdraw money using his father's 
Union Bank ATM card from a Hitachi 
ATM at Jamalpur Chowk. Inside the 
kiosk, an unknown man started a 
conversation and swapped the ATM card 
without his knowledge.Gupta later found 
that Rs1.5 lakh had been withdrawn from 
the account in several small transactions. 
He said he tried to trace the fraud on his 
own before approaching the Jamalpur 
police chowki on Dec 28. After 
verification, police registered a case 
under sections 305 and 318(4) of BNS at 
Bilaspur police station and began an 

investigation.
In the second case, Mannu Kumar, a 

resident of Bijwasan in Delhi, was 
cheated at an Axis Bank ATM in Sector 14 
on Dec 9. Kumar went to withdraw cash 
using the ATM card of his employer, 
Sullavi Kumari, who was waiting outside.

Kumar told police that a man inside the 
kiosk offered help, saying the machine 
was not working properly. During 
repeated attempts to withdraw cash, the 
suspect watched the PIN, swapped the 

card, and distracted Kumar. Soon after 
he left, Rs 15,000 were withdrawn from 
the account. The complaint was filed and 
a case under sections 305 and 318(4) was 
registered at Sector 14 police station.

In the third incident, the attempt failed due 
to the victim's alertness. Rohtash, a 
resident of Bhiwani district who lives in 
Sector 51, went to withdraw cash from 
an SBI ATM in Sector 12 on Saturday. A 
man inside the kiosk spoke to him, 
watched him enter his PIN, and tried to 
replace the ATM card.Realising 
something was wrong, Rohtash raised an 
alarm, after which people nearby chased 
and caught the accused. The man was 

identified as Sonu, a resident of Kanoh 
village in Hisar district. Police said he 
was beaten by the public before being 
handed over. A case was registered under 
sections 305 and 318(4) at Sector 14 
police station.

Police said investigations are underway in 
all three cases. CCTV footage, 
transaction details, and possible links 
between the accused and other suspects 
are being examined to determine whether 
the incidents are connected.

Noida.(Agency)
Driving an early morning bus from Noida 

to Agra at this time of the year is partly 
guesswork for Manish Kumar. "We 
usually leave the depot at 5 am and reach 
Agra by 9 am. There is thick fog on the 
way and navigating becomes extremely 
difficult," he said.The city is wrapped in 
thick blanket of smog, particularly during 
early morning and late night and visibility 
drops sharply across the region. On 
Monday, it remained between 50m and 
200m. Bus drivers risk their lives and 
move through the dense fog to take the 
early morning passengers to their 
destinations.The Uttar Pradesh State 
Road Transport Corporation's (UPSRTC) 
Noida depot runs 188 buses connecting 
Noida with neighbouring districts such as 
Ghaziabad, Bulandshahr, Meerut, Agra 
and Aligarh besides operating on long-
distance routes to Lucknow and 
Dehradun. With a crew of nearly 500 
drivers and conductors, they ferry nearly 

35,000 commuters daily.
Nearly 150 buses ply between the Greater 

Noida depot to neighbouring areas like 
Meerut, Agra, Bulandshahr, Mathura, 
Aligarh, Lucknow, Hathras, Hapur, 
Bareilly, Badaun, Shamli, Dadri and 
Jewar.Despite the hazardous conditions, 
drivers say not turning up for work is not 
an option. They are paid about Rs 2 per 
kilometre and skipping trips would 
directly impact their earnings. "We are 
contractual employees. If we drive less, 
we get paid less," said a driver.

A bus conductor at the Noida depot, Aditya, 
recalled witnessing the massive pile-up 
near Mathura about two weeks ago. 
"Thirteen people were killed and many 
were injured in that accident. Visibility is 
very poor but we have to do our duty," he 
said.The assistant regional manager of 
UPSRTC Noida, Rohtash Singh, said the 
depot ensured that all buses are equipped 
with fog lights, wipers and indicators. He 
added that drivers and conductors have 

been sensitised to maintain speed limits 
and follow traffic rules. "Night services 
from Noida to Lucknow have been 
temporarily suspended due to fog-related 

risks," he said.The situation is aggravated 
by  inadequate  l ight ing  on  the  
expressway, say bus drivers and 
operators. The general secretary of Delhi 
Interstate Bus Operators Sangh, Shyam 
Lal Gola, said hundreds of luxury buses 
ply between Delhi and Uttar Pradesh and 
other states face similar issues. "We 
found that lighting systems on the 

Yamuna Expressway and other e-ways 
are not good and ineffective during fog 
and inclement weather. This needs urgent 
improvement," he said. At times, when a 

vehicle breaks down on the 
expressway, the towing vehicle 
arrives several hours late, he 
added.Ghaziabad has a fleet of 
1,084 UPSRTC buses running 
from its eight depots, including 
Kaushambi, Loni, Sahibabad, 
etc. to different districts of the 
state. The depot has nearly 4,000 
drivers and conductors and 
handles  near ly  one lakh 

commuters daily.
The regional manager of UPSRTC 

Ghaziabad, Kesri Nandan, said all drivers 
and conductors have been advised to 
ensure the speed limit remains below 50 
kmph during winter. "They have been 
advised not to park on the roadside. 
Reflective tapes have also been pasted on 
the buses for better visibility," he said.

Woman dies by suicide 
in Gurgaon, kin allege 

dowry harassment

Church site vandalised in Gurgaon, 
2 days after mahapanchayat

Gurgaon highrises advised to 
install smog guns to cut dust 
pollution

Gurgaon.(Agency)
A taxi driver who was allegedly drunk rammed into 

multiple vehicles and injured five people in Sector 4 on 
Sunday evening.Police identified the accused as Raju 
(28), a resident of Laxman Vihar in Gurgaon. He was 
apprehended from the spot, and the taxi was seized.

The incident occurred around 7 pm when a white taxi 
entered the Sector 4 stretch at high speed and began 
hitting vehicles one after another. Eyewitnesses said, 
"The driver appeared to have lost control of the 
vehicle." The car was coming so fast that people did not 
get time to move aside."The taxi first hit several two-
wheelers before crashing into autorickshaws and cars 
ahead, leaving multiple vehicles damaged and debris 
scattered across the road. Witnesses said the driver 
appeared heavily intoxicated.Five passersby were 
injured in the incident, including a woman who 
sustained serious injuries, while others suffered minor 
wounds. Locals rushed to help the injured and shifted 
them to a nearby private hospital.Traffic movement 
was disrupted for some time before police reached the 
spot, cleared the damaged vehicles and restored normal 
flow.Police said a case has been registered at Sector 9A 
police station against the driver for reckless driving and 
endangering lives, and further investigation is 
underway.

Drunk taxi driver goes on 
rampage in Gurgaon Sector 4, 
injures 5

Gurgaon.(Agency)
 With the city's air quality staying in the very poor bracket 

for the second straight day, Haryana State Pollution 
Control Board (HSPCB) advised hundreds of 
residential and commercial projects to install smog guns 
or water-sprinkling systems to control dust during the 
winter months. The city's AQI stood at 315 on Friday, 
slightly better than 353 a day earlier, but still in the very 
poor range.The HSPCB advisory was sent to more than 
180 group housing societies, condominiums, plotted 
colonies and commercial complexes across the city, 
including major projects in DLF City, Golf Course 
Road, Golf Course Extension Road, Sohna Road, New 
Gurgaon, Cyber City and Manesar.

High-rise societies and large establishments were advised 
to install at least 1 smog gun or water-sprinkling system 
for up to 4 towers, and add a unit for every further set of 
4 towers. "The systems should be installed at an 
adequate height with directional nozzles so that internal 
roads, common areas, parking lots and peripheral 
stretches are uniformly covered without causing 
waterlogging or inconvenience to residents," said an 
HSPCB official.Treated water from sewage treatment 
plants should be used as far as possible to avoid wastage 
of potable water, the advisory said, adding that the 
systems should be run during early mornings and 
evenings, or whenever AQI slipped into the poor, very 
poor, severe or severe-plus range. "Operation may be 
intensified on days with low wind speed, temperature 
inversion or high dust concentration," it said.RWAs and 
management committees were also told to ensure 
regular maintenance, cleaning of nozzles and adherence 
to electrical safety norms so that the systems did not 
cause water seepage, structural damage or safety 
hazards.The advisory also called for regular sweeping 
of internal roads, prohibition of open burning of waste 
and leaves, proper covering of construction material 
stored inside premises, and regulation of diesel 
generator movement and emissions."Each society must 
nominate a responsible member or officer to monitor the 
system and maintain a logbook with the date, time and 
duration of operation, which will need to be produced to 
authorities when sought," the official said.Residents 
were urged to cooperate with the measures "in the 
interest of public health and environmental protection.

Cracker sparks burn down 3 shops, 6 bikes

1st-yr engg stude

Noida.(Agency)
 Residents have urged Greater Noida 

Industrial Development Authority 
(GNIDA) to address the poor condition 
of parks and green belts, particularly in 
Beta 1, Gamma 1, and the area from Pari 
Chowk to Surajpur. They complained 
about missing grass and piles of 
construction debris and waste, calling 
for immediate action."The current 
condition of the green belt from Pari 
Chowk to Surajpur is pathetic. Instead 
of a green landscape, we are met with 
bricks, stones, and debris. The grass has 
vanished, leaving large patches of dry 
soil," said Harinder Bhati, RWA general 

sec

retary of Beta 1, adding that the 
condition of the parks is alarming, with 
large potholes now posing safety risks 
f o r  r e s i d e n t s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
children.Nidhi Sharma, a resident of 
Sector Gamma 1, echoed Bhati's 
concerns, noting that the situation is 
consistent across various parks and 
green spaces in the area. "These parks 
used to be vibrant and full of life, but 
now they are unkempt and filled with 
f i l th ,"  she  sa id .Despi te  many 
complaints having been raised over a 
significant period, residents said that the 
GNIDA's horticulture department has 
been negligent in maintaining these 
areas. "It appears that there is a lack of 

Gurgaon.(Agency)
 A restaurant built illegally on govt land in Kheda 

Khurampur village, d peacefully under strict police 
supervision to maintain law and order.Police 
described Rajat as a habitual offender with a long 
criminal record involving violent assaults, 
intimidation, extortion and repeated violations of the 
Arms Act. At least 10 criminal cases have been 
registered against him across Gurgaon and Rewari 
districts under provisions of the Bharatiya Nyaya 
Sanhita (BNS), the Indian Penal Code (IPC) and the 
Arms Act.Officials said the accused has been jailed 
multiple times and has continued criminal activities 
to create fear and gain illegal financial benefits. The 
drive marked the fifth such action in a week. Police 
said they have prepared a detailed plan to identify 
criminals and take action against illegal 
constructions linked to crime.

Illegal restaurant built o

Noida.(Agency)
T w o  d a y s  a f t e r  a  

mahapanchayat was held 
opposing the construction of a 
church, a registered religious 
charitable society alleged that 
miscreants vandalised its 
construction site in Teekli 
village of Sector 56 on Sunday 
night,  damaging CCTV 
cameras and electrical fittings 
and snatching surveillance 
e q u i p m e n t  f r o m  
caretakers.Members of Delhi 
Bible Fellowship alleged that 
around 10pm, a group of men 
arrived at the site and banged 
repeatedly on the main gate 
with iron rods and pipes."At 
least 4 persons jumped past the 
main gate,  entered the 
construction premises and 
started damaging CCTV 
cameras fixed on a pole. They 
broke all electrical light 
fittings, causing a short circuit 
that led to a fire in the cables," 
the society's complaint said.It 
further alleged that the 
intruders threatened two 
caretakers at the site and took 
away the DVR of the CCTV 

unit and a Wi-Fi router from 
their makeshift hut."They 
entered the hut of the 
caretakers and threatened 
them with dire consequences if 
construction continued. The 
attackers had covered their 
faces with cloth. They broke 
the DVR unit linked to CCTV 
cameras and the Wi-Fi router 
installed in the room of the 
caretakers. They took away 
both with them to ensure their 
identities were not revealed," 
the complaint said.

When a TOI team visited the 
construction site on Monday, it 

found electrical fittings broken 
and a CCTV camera lying on 
the ground. The team also 
questioned the Badshapur 
ACP, who had visited the site 
along with his team, about the 
attack. The officer, however, 
declined to comment.This was 
no t  t he  soc i e ty ' s  f i r s t  
complaint. On Dec 24, it 
alleged that a few villagers 
came to the construction site 
and threatened workers 
p r e s e n t  t h e r e  a g a i n s t  
c o n t i n u i n g  w o r k . A  
Mahapanchayat, the society 
alleged, was organised in the 

village two days later, where 
strong objections were raised 
against the construction of the 
church.

"Hate speeches were delivered 
at the panchayat on Dec 26," 
the complaint said.Police said 
they were verifying the details 
and trying to identify those 
involved in the attack on 
Sunday. 

"Our team inspected the site and 
collected evidence, along with 
photographs of the vandalised 
property. We also recorded the 
statements of the caretakers. 
Further investigation is 
underway," an official said.

Another police official said talks 
were held between both parties 
on Monday evening. "We 
called both parties to mediate 
and sort the issue out through 
talks. 

However, we are yet to register 
an FIR. We have, meanwhile, 
assured the church society that 
they can continue with the 
construction work. Police 
personnel will be stationed on 
the premises to provide 
protection."

According to the society, the 
church is coming up on 2 acres 
that were registered in its name 
on Nov 14, 2019.
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“It is due to its anti-

Punjab mindset that the
Modi government is hell
bent on ruining the state by
taking a series of decisions
to harm the interests of
Punjab,” he added. The
Chief Minister said that God
forbid if the will of BJP led
NDA government prevails
then they will omit the
name of Punjab from the
national anthem also. “The
Union government has
been repeatedly indulging
in such step motherly acts
with the people of the state
as they are against Punjab
and Punjabis. The Union
government first deprived
the SC youth of avenues in
the Army by launching the
Agniveer scheme and now
the changing of the scheme
is another assault on their
kitchen,” he highlighted.
CM Bhagwant Singh Mann,
“On one hand friends of
Sahib like Adanis are get-
ting one or other subsidy
whereas on the other hand
the budgets of the pro-poor
schemes are being reduced
on the name of fiscal man-
agement by the Modi gov-
ernment. ‘Master of phrase-

ology’ is just playing with
the numbers to fool the peo-
ple about these schemes;
this will not be tolerated.
Rather than changing the
name of the scheme, the
Union government should
have focused on the welfare
of people.” He questioned
how India can become
Vishav Guru or Viksit
Bharat by depriving the
poor of food and other basic
civic amenities adding that
this is really condemnable.
Quipping on the silence of
Akali Dal over the issue, the
Chief Minister dared the
Akali leaders to explain why
they are maintaining stoic
silence over the BJP leaders
uploading cartoons of great
Guru sahibans on their
social media handles.
“Apparently the Akali lead-
ership is tight lipped as they
are waiting for the opportu-
nity to strike an alliance with
the saffron party before the
assembly polls,” he added.
The Chief Minister said that
for the coming eight
months Akalis will be mute
spectators to all the mis-

deeds of the BJP led Union
government in hope of get-
ting an alliance. He also
assailed the BJP leaders
from the state for their
silence over the issues per-
taining to Punjab and
Punjabis adding that they
are not loyal to people of the
state. “It is a conspiracy of
the Union government to
snatch food from the poor
sections of the society
through this scheme adding
that the state government
will never allow the nefari-
ous designs of the centre to
succeed,” the CM said.
Listing pro-poor initiatives
of the Punjab government,
the Chief Minister said that
for the state government
has given reservation to the
SC lawyers in AG office of
the state adding that seats
have been reserved for SC

students in flying schools of
Amritsar and Patiala to
empower the weaker and
underprivileged sections of
the society.  Taking a jibe
over Congress leaders, he
said that leaders like
Sukhwinder Singh Sukhi
speak for the welfare of the
people whereas the
Congress leaders are just
concerned about their vest-
ed interests. “Rather than
stopping low in politics, the
entire Punjab should join
hands to vehemently

oppose this anti-poor move
of the Union government,”
he added. The Chief
Minister said that we are
the A team of the public and
will take every step for the
well being of the state and
its people. He cautioned the
Union government to
refrain from taking such
anti-people actions else the
people of the state will not
allow them to enter the vil-
lages.
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PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby given to the General
Public that Mr. Deepak S/o Mr.
Jagdish Srivastav in respect of
Residential Plot No. 4, area measur-
ing 100 Sq. Yds., i.e. 83.61 Sq. Mtrs.,
out of Khasra No. 4116, situated in
the Village Loni (Chakhandi Bahar),
Pargana Loni, Tehsil Loni, District
Ghaziabad, U.P. hy virtue of Sale
Deed dated 19.05.2023, executed by
Mrs. Raj Kumari W/o Late Mr. Ram
Chander Srivastav, SRO-Loni,
Ghaziabad, vide Doc No. 7270, in
Book No. 1, Volume No. 4614, on
Pages No. 127-148, dated
19.05.2023 and said property to be
sold to Riya Verma and same to be
finance by SMFG India Home
Finance Co. Ltd., General public
hereby informed that if anybody has
any charge/interest/title in the said
property or any kind of dispute kindly
inform the undersigned in writing on
the below mentioned address within
07 days of the present.

Rahul Raj, Advocate,
SG Associates (Law Firm)

LB-01, Plot no. 20, Koushambhi
near HDFC Bank, U.P.

E-MAIL: sgassociatespl@gmail.com
Ph: 813030920, 01204968888

NAME CHANGE
I Taruna Verma alias Taniya Abbasi

D/o Shri Ram Verma W/o Abdul
Gaffaar R/o H.No.202A, J-Extn,
Laxmi Nagar, Laxmi Nagar, East
Delhi, Delhi-110092 do hereby
solemnly affirm and declare that I
have embraced Islam Religion and
renounced Hindu Religion with effect
from 14-12-2025. I have changed my
name and shall hereafter be known
as Taniya Abbasi.

NAME CHANGE
I Madhani Devi W/o Late Suresh
Paswan R/o PO- Salehpur,
Ishakpur, Barsiawan, Nalanda,
Bihar-801306, have changed my
name to Maruan Devi.

NAME CHANGE
I K Sharada D/o Lakkanna and
W/o K Narasanna R/o 1/21,
Kallumarri, Dist-Anantapur, Andhra
Pradesh - 515303, have changed
my name to Gowramma.

NAME CHANGE
I Manjulamma W/o Nagendrachari
R/o Shikaripura, thaluk, 57/3E,
Chowdihalli, VTC- Kalmane, Sub
District- Shikaripur, District- Shimoga,
Karnataka - 577214, have changed
my name to Manjamma B

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as Saltanat Zeba D/o
Mohammad Tabish R/o 3809 R/o Gali
Kumaharan Shahganj Ajmeri Gate,
Delhi G.P.O., North Delhi, Delhi-110006
have changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as Sarah Zeba.

NAME CHANGE
I Minnat Khatoon D/o Amirul Rein W/o
Ravi Kant R/o H.No-5608, Gali No-
12, Subhash Mohalla, Gandhi Nagar,
East Delhi, Delhi-110031 do hereby
solemnly affirm and declare that I
have embraced Hindu religion and
renounced Islam religion with effect
from 22-12-2025. I have changed my
name and shall hereafter be known
as Minakshi.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as Sunita Yadav D/o
Amrit Singh R/o 1382, Gali No-13,
Govindpuri Kalkaji, Aali Ali South
Delhi, Delhi-110019 have changed
my name and shall hereafter be
known as Sandhya Rani.

NAME CHANGE
I, Suraj S/O Kapil Dev Sharma R/O
C1-89 Mange RSM Park Extn Phase-
2, Budh Vihar, Dist: North West Delhi,
Delhi -110086, have changed my
name and shall hereafter be known
as Suraj Sharma

NAME CHANGE
I, Dolly Malik D/O Surender Malik

R/O Khara No-77/20, Ramesh Nager
Colony, Bawana , PO: Bawana , Dist:
North West Delhi, Delhi -110039,
have changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as Niyara Malik

Religion change 
I, SHWETA ARORA D/O RAKESH
KUMAR R/O A-385, FIRST FLOOR,
BACK SIDE, GANESH NAGAR
EXTENSION -2, SHAKARPUR,
EAST DELHI, DELHI-110092, do
hereby solemnly affirm and declare
that I have embraced ISLAM and
renounced HINDUISM with effect
26.12.2025 and Changed my name
SHWETAARORA to AYESHA.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I Puran Singh
S/o Jage Ram r/o B-23, Jai Shiv Apartment,
West enclave Pitampura, saraswati vihar,
PO Saraswati Vihar, Distt North West Delhi,
Delhi-110034 declare that name of my wife
has been wrongly written as Anita Devi in my
PPO number PC/GRI/18/4069. The actual
name of my wife is Anita which may be
amended accordingly.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I,
SATENDRA KUMAR S/o SURENDRA
PAL R/o HOUSE NO.A/131, STREET
NUMBER-13, KHAJURI KHAS, SABA
PUR DELHI, NORTH EAST Delhi,
Delhi-110090, declare that name of
mine and my father has been wrongly
written as SATYENDER KUMAR and
SURENDER PAL in my AADHAR
CARD NO.231703474381 AND
VOTER CARD NO.LNV1441542 that
name of  mine and my father has
been wrongly written as SATENDER
KUMAR AND SURENDER PAL IN MY
DRIVING LICENCE
NO.DL0519910085149 AND  mine
and my father has been wrongly writ-
ten as  SATENDER KUMAR  AND
SURINDER KUMAR IN MY PAN
CARD NO.AJJPK5655P. The actual
name of mine and my father are
SATENDRA KUMAR and SUREN-
DRA PAL respectively, which may be
amended accordingly. It is certified
that I have complied with other legal
requirements in this connection.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Be it Known to whom it may concern that I,
Sh. Charan Singh S/o Sh.Gurbachan Singh
R/o 163, Kilan Area Ward-5,Nangal
Township , Rupnagar Punjab -140124, do
hereby  going to register the Will in the office
of the SR, Delhi, executed by Smt. Harbajan
Kaur (expired) bequeathed in my favour in
respect of property, Builtup property bearing
no. WZ-118/3B,  Gali No-13, Gurunanak
Nagar , Shah Pura , Tilak Nagar , West Delhi
- 110018, under the provision of the Indian
Registration Act . Anyone  objection regard-
ing Will ,who claim within 07 days.

Sh.Charan Singh

NAME CHANGE
I, hitherto Known as ANITA W/O DHAR-
MENDER R/O H No 46, Block A, New
Seemapuri, New Seemapuri, PO: Jhilmil,
Dist: Shahdara, Delhi- 110095 have
changed my name and shall hereafter be
known as BHARTI

PUBLIC NOTICE
This is to inform you that Mr. Kapil Singh
Negi S/o Mr. Mohan Singh Negi intends to
purchase Residential Plot No. S.K. III/653,
measuring 200 sq. meters, situated in the
Residential Colony, Indirapuram,
Ghaziabad, Tehsil & District Ghaziabad,
Uttar Pradesh, from (1) Mr. Krishan Tyagi
S/o Mr. Har Prakash Tyagi, (2) Mr. Rachin
Tyagi & (3) Mr. Ayush Tyagi All S/o Mr.
Krishan Tyagi & (4) Mr. Lalit Tyagi S/o Mr.
Pawan Tyagi. The original owner of the
property was Mr. Sanjeev Pal. He execut-
ed a GPA, ATS, and Will dated 17.09.1996
in favour of Mr. Rajnesh Kapoor.
Thereafter, Mr. Rajnesh Kapoor, as the
Attorney Holder of Mr. Sanjeev Pal,
obtained a Freehold Deed from GDA
dated 24.07.2000 in his favour.
Subsequently, he sold the property to Mr.
Rajesh Goyal and Mrs. Kavita Goyal
through a Sale Deed dated 05.08.2000.
Thereafter, both sold the property to Mrs.
Amita Aggarwal through a Sale Deed
dated 28.05.2001. She then sold the prop-
erty to Mrs. Sarita Kaushik, Km. Shweta
Sharma, and Mr. Mohit Jindal through a
Sale Deed dated 16.10.2002. They sold it
to Mr. Ravinder Kumar and Mr. Anil Kumar
through a Sale Deed dated 29.09.2003.
Both subsequently sold the property to Mr.
Krishan Tyagi, Mrs. Rajni, and Mr. Lalit
Tyagi through a Sale Deed dated
09.05.2018. Unfortunately, Mrs. Rajni
passed away on 01.12.2021 and was sur-
vived by her legal heirs, namely: Mr.
Krishan Tyagi (Husband), Mr. Lalit Tyagi
(Son), Mr. Rachin Tyagi (Son), and Mr.
Ayush Tyagi (Son). Consequently, (1) Mr.
Krishan Tyagi, (2) Mr. Lalit Tyagi, (3) Mr.
Rachin Tyagi, (4) Mr. Ayush Tyagi, are now
the absolute owners of the aforementioned
property. The property is confirmed to be
free from all kinds of litigation, encum-
brances, liens, charges, or claims. Please
also note that the property is currently
being finance by RBL Bank Ltd., Branch:
Ghaziabad, U.P. If any person(s) objection
& regarding subject property, then kindly
may submit his/her objection within 07
days from the date of the Notice in writing.
The said objection may be kindly sent to
the undersigned by way of the Registered
Post on the address given below and by E-
mail. failing which, the claim as per afore-
said shall be treated as null and void in
respect of the subject property.

[ASHWANI KUMAR]  Advocate
Chamber No. 122,

Tehsil    Compound, Ghaziabad, U.P.

PUBLIC NOTICE
This is to inform you that Mr. Nitin Sharma
intends to purchase a Freehold
Residential Second Floor of the property
bearing No. XII/5748-5749 & ½ 5750, built
up on land measuring 36 sq. yds. (i.e.,
30.09 sq. mtrs.), situated at Gali No. 3,
New Chandrawal, Subzi Mandi, Delhi-
110007, from Mr. Brahm Pal. The original
allottee of the said property was Mr. Ram
Parshad, who purchased the property
from the President of India (POI) through
DDAvide Conveyance Deed registered on
20.09.1961. Thereafter, Mr. Ram Parshad
sold the property to Mr. Ramanand
through a Sale Deed dated 16.07.1962.
Mr. Ramanand transferred the property to
Mr. Atma Ram through a General Power of
Attorney dated 30.10.1979. Subsequently,
Mr. Atma Ram, as attorney holder, sold the
property to Mr. Sita Ram Vermani through
a Sale Deed dated 30.10.1979 along with
a Correction/Rectification Deed.
Thereafter, Mr. Sita Ram Vermani execut-
ed a Will dated 04.05.1992 in favour of (1)
Mr. Radha Krishan, (2) Mr. Satish Kumar,
(3) Mr. Sunil Kumar, and (4) Mr. Om
Prakash. Unfortunately, Mr. Sita Ram
Vermani expired thereafter. Finally, Mr.
Radha Krishan, Mr. Satish Kumar, Mr.
Sunil Kumar, and Mr. Om Prakash sold the
said property to Mr. Brahm Pal through a
Sale Deed dated 19.08.2011. Please note
that the original chain documents have
been lost, namely the General Power of
Attorney dated 30.10.1979, Will dated
04.05.1992, Correction/Rectification Deed,
Allotment Letter and Possession Letter in
the name of Mr. Ram Parshad, Death
Certificate, SMC, and Probate Order. All
the above documents are not available in
respect of the said property. An online FIR
(Lost Report No. 3468663/2025) was reg-
istered on 29.12.2025 regarding the loss of
the aforementioned documents. Please
also note that the said property is proposed
to be financed by Hero Housing Finance
Limited, Bahadurgarh Branch, Haryana. If
any person(s) objection & regarding sub-
ject property, then kindly may submit
his/her objection within 10 days from the
date of the Notice in writing. The said
objection may be kindly sent to the under-
signed by way of the Registered Post on
the address given below and by E-mail.
failing which, the claim as per aforesaid
shall be treated as null and void in respect
of the subject property.

[ASHWANI KUMAR]  Advocate
Chamber No. 122,

Tehsil    Compound, Ghaziabad, U.P.

PUBLIC NOTICE
I , Taiba Siddiqui D/O S.A Siddiqui W/O
Vikash Agarwal,R/O  U-73, Front First
Floor, Solanki Road, Subhash Park,
Solanki Chowk, Uttam Nagar, PO: D.k
Mohan Garden, DIST: West Delhi, Delhi-
110059, do hereby solemnly affirm and
declare that I have embraced HIN-
DUISM and renounced MUSLIM with
effect from 02-02-2013.

NAME CHANGE
I Anoop S/o Manoj Kumar R/o VPO -
Karela, District - Jind, Pin - 126101, have
changed my name to Anoop Duhan for
all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, ARTI JAIN W/o Sanjiv Kumar
Jain R/o H.No.480, Sector-37,
Amarnagar, Faridabad-121003,
Haryana have changed my name
to ARATI JAIN permanently

NAME CHANGE
I, AFTAB REHMAN ALI S/O
NAWAB ALI R/O I-574-A, GALI
NO.7, NEAR PIPAL CHOWK,
SANGAM VIHAR, DEOLI,  DELHI-
110062, HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO AFTAB REHAN ALI
FOR AFF FUTURE PURPOSES

NAME CHANGE
I FARIN W/O SHAHID KHAN
RESIDING AT HOUSE NO PLOT
NO L-3 GROUND FLOOR ROYAL
APARTMENTS 4565/16 DARYA
GANJ NEW DELHI- 110002 HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME FARIN TO
FARIN KHAN FOR ALL FUTURE
PURPOSE

NAME CHANGE
I, SAEESA w/o Fakhruddin R/o
237, Gali No.12, Jafrabad,
Delhi-110053, have changed my
name to SHAISTA NAAZ for all
future purpose

NAME CHANGE
I, FAQRUDDIN S/o Kamal Uddin
R/o 237, Gali No.12, Jafrabad,
Delhi-110053, have changed my
name to FAKHRUDDIN for all
future purpose

NAME CHANGE
I, ZEENAT BE  W/o Saeed Ahmad
R/o C-216/29, Street No.8,
Chaugan Bangar, Delhi-110053,
have changed my name to
ZEENAT BEE permanently.

NAME CHANGE
I MOHAMMAD NAVI  S/O BUNDU
KHAN  R/O F-20 JAMA MASJID
MAIN ROAD OLD SEEMAPURI
JHILMIL DELHI-110095 have
changed    my name  to MOHD
NAVI for all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, BABINA BISWA wife of  No.-
5759176K, Rank-L/NK, Name-
ROHIT BARAILY residing at  VILL-
AMBIOK TEA GARDEN, PO-FAGU,
PS AND BLOCK-GORUBATHAN,
DIST-KALIMPONG, WEST BEN-
GAL-735231, have changed my
name from BABINA BARAILY to
BABINABISWA for all future purpos-
es vide Affidavit dated 23/12/2025
before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I NARMOHAN SINGH, S/O GIAN
SINGH PAHWA, R/O D 52,KALKA
JI NEW DELHI 110019,HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME TO, NIR-
MOHAN SINGH PAHWA, FOR
ALL FUTURE PURPOSES.

NAME CHANGE
I GOURAV, S/O RAMESH CHAWLA,
R/O HOUSE NO. 2478,GALI NO.
2,SARAN SCHOOL KE PASS,
JAWAHAR COLONY, FARIDABAD-
SECTOR 22,HARYANA-121005,
HAVE CHANGED MY NAME TO
GOURAV CHAWLA FOR ALL
FUTURE PURPOSES.

NAME CHANGE
I , Taiba Siddiqui W/O Vikash
Agarwal,R/O  U-73, Front First
Floor, Solanki Road, Subhash
Park, Solanki Chowk, Uttam Nagar,
PO: D.k Mohan Garden, DIST:West
Delhi, Delhi-110059,have changed
my name and shall hereafter be
known as TANU AGARWAL.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as Yogender Kumar
alias Joginder Singh  S/O BALBIR
SINGH, R/O HOUSE NO-125,
GADDI PANA, VILLAGE JONTI,VTC:
Jonti, PO: Jaunti,District: North West
Delhi,State: Delhi,: 110081,have
change my name and shall hereafter
be known as Yoginder Kumar.

NAME CHANGE
I, Arvind  Upadhyay S/O: Hridaya
Nand Upadhyay, R/O M2-92, gali no-
2, near hanuman mandir, sangam
vihar, Deoli,  South Delhi, Delhi,
110062, have changed the name of
my minor son Uttam aged 15 years
and he shall hereafter be known as
PREM KUMAR  UPADHYAY.

NAME CHANGE
I HASAN HALA W/O MOHD

SUHAIL HASAN R/O 233-A 3RD
FLOOR AKHTAR MANZIL APPT.
GHAFFAR MANZIL JAMIA NAGAR
OKHLA DELHI-110025 HAVE
CHANGE MY NAME TO HALA
HASAN FOR ALL PURPOSE

NAME CHANGE
I, Waseem Ahmed S/o Kajim
Husain R/o 17-A, A Block,
Industrial Area Phase-2, Maya
Puri, Delhi-110064 have changed
my name to Waseem Ahmad for
all future purposes. 

NAME CHANGE
I, Nelofer Zehra W/o Waseem
Ahmad  R/o 17-A, A Block, Industrial
Area Phase-2, Maya Puri, Delhi-
110064 have changed my name to
Nelofar Zehra for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, Rajender Singh Baisoya S/o
Ramphal R/o Village Barola,
Sector-49, Noida, Gautam Buddha
Nagar, Uttar Pradesh-201301 have
changed my name to Rajinder
Singh for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I,Nadim Ahmed s/o Nabi Ahmed
R/O 2860, Kucha chalan, Darya
ganj Delhi  - 110002. I have
changed my name to Nadim
Ahmad for all future purposes

NAME CHANGE
I,sheetal chadda w/o of Puneet
Chadda resident of 8a/19-3rd floor
sector 15 Rohini, Delhi 110089
changed my name to Sheetal

NAME CHANGE
I Maqsood Ahmad S/0 Babu Hussan
Add D-31 gali no 5 Shastri Park
Delhi 110053 changed my name
MaqsoodAhmed.

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that I, RAJVIR
SINGH BALYAN S/o VIJAYSINGH, R/o
FLAT 139, GROUND FLOOR, TUS-
CAN FLOOR, TDI CITY CITYTDI
MALL, SECTOR-58, KUNDLI(55),
SONIPAT, HARYANA-131028, declare
that name of my wife has been wrongly
written as HARBIRI V in my CRPF
Service Records. The actual name of my
wife is HARBIRI DEVI.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as Kiran Batra alias
Kiran Puri D/o Ram Swaroop Batra W/o
Rakesh Puri R/o C-54, Brij Vihar,
Ghaziabad, Uttar Pradesh-201011 have
changed my name and shall hereafter be
known as Kiran Puri.

NAME CHANGE
I ANISHA / ANISHA SAIFI  W/O JAF-
FRUDDIN  R/O PLOTNO-106  , F/F , A-
BLOCK , OM VIHAR PHASE – 5 ,
UTTAM NAGAR , NEW DELHI - 110059
have changed    my name  to ANEESHA
for all future purpose.               

NAME CHANGE
I ZAFRUDIN  S/O ALIMUDDIN  R/O
PLOT NO-106  , F/F , A-BLOCK , OM
VIHAR PHASE – 5 , UTTAM NAGAR
, NEW DELHI - 110059 have changed
my name  to JAFFRUDDIN for all
future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I MUKEEM  S/O JAFFRUDDIN  R/O
PLOT NO-106  , F/F , A-BLOCK , OM
VIHAR PHASE – 5 , UTTAM NAGAR
, NEW DELHI - 110059 have
changed    my name  to MUKEEM
SAIFI for all future purpose.  

NAME CHANGE
I, Gurmej Singh S/o Bawa Singh
R/o-F-6/251, Janta Flats, Sector-
16, Rohini, Delhi-89 have changed
my name to Garmaj Singh for all
future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, BHAWNA SHARMA W/o
MAHENDRA SINGH TARAGI R/o
254/3, VIKRAM VIHAR, SHANKAR
VIHAR MILITARY STATION,
SHANKAR VIHAR, DELHI CANTT,
SOUTH WEST DELHI, DELHI-
110010, have changed my name
from BHAWNA SHARMA to BHAW-
NA TARAGI for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I Davender Kumar S/o Banwari Lal
R/o Flat No.6, 2nd Floor, School
Road, Panchwati Apartment,
Khanpur, South Delhi, Delhi-
110062 That I have changed the
name of my minor son aged 9
years from Nimesh to Nimesh
Kumar for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, Sanjay Chandra S/o Sita Ram
R/o 4677/A, Gali No.1, Ajit Nagar,
Gandhi Nagar, Delhi-110031 have
changed my name to Sanjay.

NAME CHANGE
I, Suneel Kumar S/o Mohan, R/o
Near Stone Market village,
W29/155, F- Block, T- Huts,
Mangolpuri, New Delhi, North West
Delhi, Delhi - 110083, have
changed my name and shall here-
after be known as Sunil kumar

NAME CHANGE
I, Rajesh S/o Kanwar Lal R/o 3949,
Gali Kaseruwalan, Paharganj,
Delhi-110055 have changed my
name to Rajesh Kumar.

NAME CHANGE
I, Sahnaz W/o Syed Mansoor Ali
R/o A-95, Basti Hazrat Nizamuddin
West, Delhi-110013 have changed
my name to Shenaz Begum.

Religion change 
I,Md Shakeel S/O Ram Kumar R/O
P4/610611, Sultanpuri, Sultanpuri
C Block, North West Delhi, Delhi -
110086, do hereby solemnly affirm
and declare that I have embraced
Hinduism and renounced Islam
with effect from 30.12.2025 and
changed my name from MD
Shakeel to  Satish Kumar

NAME CHANGE
I, YAQOOT KHAN S/O KHURRAM
RAUF KHAN R/O H-13, 3RD
FLOOR, GK-III, GREATER
KAILASH, DEFENCE COLONY,
SOUTH DELHI, DELHI-110025,
have changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as YAKUT
KHAN for all purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, ASHOK BODHE, is legally father of
No. 2813632X, Rank – Sep, Name –
BODHE SURAJ ASHOK,5
MARATHA LI R/o -House No. 1035,
Behind SRM College, Kanda Nagar,
Morwa, Po- Tadali, Dist – Chandrapur,
State – Maharashtra, Pin – 442406,
have changed my name from ASHOK
BODHE to ASHOK DHARMAJI
BODHE for all future purposes. Vide
affidavit dated 30/12/2025 before
Public Notary Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, NIRMALA, is legally mother of No.
2813632X, Rank – Sep, Name –
BODHE SURAJ ASHOK, 5
MARATHA LI, R/o- House No. 1035,
Behind SRM College, Kanda Nagar,
Morwa, Po- Tadali, Dist – Chandrapur,
State – Maharashtra, Pin – 442406,
have changed my name from NIR-
MALA to NIRMALA ASHOK BODHE
and date of birth from 02/07/1972 to
02/05/1971 for all future purposes.
Vide affidavit dated 30/12/2025 before
Public Notary Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, MODAVE SHANKAR , is legally
father of No. 2820604N, Rank – Sep,
Name – MODAVE GANESH
SHANKAR, 5 MARATHA LI,R/o
At/Post – Yusuf Wadgaon, Teh – Kaij,
Dist – Beed, State – Maharashtra, Pin
– 431517, have changed my name
from MODAVE SHANKAR to
SHANKAR GOPINATH MODAVE for
all future purposes. Vide affidavit dated
30/12/2025 before Public Notary Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, PARVATI, is legally mother of No.
2820604N, Rank – Sep, Name –
MODAVE GANESH SHANKAR,5
MARATHA LI, At/Post – Yusuf
Wadgaon, Teh – Kaij, Dist – Beed, State
– Maharashtra, Pin – 431517, have
changed my name from PARVATI to
PARVATI SHANKAR MODAVE for all
future purposes. Vide affidavit dated
29/12/2025 before Public Notary Delhi.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I
Mukhtar Ansari S/o Nizamuddin Ansari,
R/o E-247/4, Shaheen Bagh Abul
Fazal, Jamia nagar Okhla, South Delhi,
Delhi - 110025 Declare that name of my
mother has been wrongly written as
Hajrun Nisa in my 10th and 12th Class
Educational Documents. The actual
name of my mother is Hajrun Nisha

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that I, Imtiyaz
Alam S/O Abdul Rasheed R/O Block-I-
2, H.NO 702-A, Gali NO 9/13, Sangam
Vihar South Delhi -110062, declare that
the name of my father and mother has
been wrongly written as Abdul rashid
and Roshan Khatoon in my Educational
documents. The actually name of my
father and mother is Abdul Rasheed
and Chaman Khatoon. which may be
amended accordingly.

PUBLIC NOTICE
All members of the general public are
hereby informed that my client Mr.
Shailesh Kakkar, son of Dr. Manohar
Lal Gulshan and Dr. Om Bala Bhatia,
resident of 137, SP Police Line Area,
Hisar, Haryana-125001, has relin-
quished, abandoned, and disclaimed
all present and future rights, claims, or
interests in their parental and ances-
tral movable and immovable proper-
ties situated anywhere in India. Any
person dealing with respect to such
properties shall do so at their own
risk, cost, and consequences. My
client shall not be responsible for any
act, deed, or liability arising therefrom.

Arjun Mehta, Advocate
G-12 (H-8), BEST PLAZA, NETAJI

SUBHASH PLACE, 
PITAMPURA, DELHI-1

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information I,
SHRIKRISHAN SINGH, S/O
Vaineeram, R/O House No-B-1, Plot
No-14, Tara Nagar, N.S.I.T Dwarka ,
South West Delhi, Delhi-110078,
declare that name of mine and my
wife has been wrongly written as KIS-
HAN and MANJU in my minor
daughter namely ANJALI aged 16
years in her 10th class education
documents, The actual name of mine
and my wife are SHRIKRISHAN
SINGH and MANJU KUMARI which
may be amended accordingly

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that I,
RAJVIR SINGH BALYAN S/o VIJAY
SINGH, R/o FLAT 139, GROUND
FLOOR, TUSCAN FLOOR, TDI CITY
CUTYDI MALL, SECTOR-58,
KUNDLI(55), SONIPAT, HARYANA-
131028, declare that name of my wife
has been wrongly written as HARBIRI V
in my CRPF Service Records. The actu-
al name of my wife is HARBIRI DEVI.

Religion change
I, SHWETA ARORA D/O RAKESH
KUMAR Arora R/O A-385, FIRST FLOOR,
BACK SIDE, GANESH NAGAR EXTEN-
SION -2, SHAKARPUR, EAST DELHI,
DELHI-110092, do hereby solemnly affirm
and declare that I have embraced ISLAM
and renounced HINDUISM with effect
26.12.2025 and Changed my name SHWE-
TAARORAto AYESHA.

NAME CHANGE
I BIJOY GEORGE S/O K V GEORGE
R/O J-92/D, 4th Floor, Phase-1, Ashok
Vihar, North West Delhi, Delhi-110052
have changed the name of my minor
daughter ALKA MARIYA aged 17 years
and she shall hereafter be known as
ALKA MARIYA BIJOY.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as ESHALAM S/O
REHMAN R/O H-16/1096, Sangam Vihar,
Pushpa Vihar, Pushpa Bhawan, South
Delhi, Delhi-110062 have changed my
name and shall hereafter be known as
MOHAMMAD ISLAM.

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that I,
RAMAKANT DWIVEDI S/O SHIV
SHANKAR DWIVEDI R/O H NO-13,
GALI NO-5, CHOTPUR, POLICE STA-
TION- SECTOR-58, NOIDA, TAHSHIL-
DADRI, DISTRICT GAUTAM BUDDHA
NAGAR, UTTAR PRADESH-201004,
declare that name of mine and my daugh-
ter has been wrongly written as
RAMAKANT DUBEY and MONEY in my
minor daughter MANI aged 17 years in
her Aadhar card-647122127202. The
actual name of mine and my daughter are
RAMAKANT DWIVEDI and MANI, which
may be amended accordingly.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Information is given to general pub-
lic at large that our client Mr. Rajiv
Kumar S/o Mr. Mohan Parsad is the
owner of Freehold Residential Flat
No. S-2, on Second Floor, area
measuring 150 Sq. Yds., Built on
Plot No. 1061, Situated at Niti
Khand-I, Indrapuram, Tehsil & Distt.
Ghaziabad, U.P. 201014. by virtue
of Regd.  GPA along with ATS & Will
dated 27.12.2002 duly registered as
Doc. No. 22916, in Book. No. IV,
Vol. No. 225, on Pages No. 119-
121, on Dated 27.12.2002, in SRO-
Dadri., now our client is declaring
that that any other person does not
have any right over the said proper-
ty, and same property Sold too be
Mr. Upendra Pal and same has
been financed by SMFG India
Home Finance Company Limited
Branch: Moti Nagar New Delhi.If
any person(s) have any objection(s)
or claim(s) with respect to the` right,
title or interest in the Said Property
then contact us within 07 days from
the date of Publication of this notice
and or the same to the undersigned
if found by anyone. Thereafter no
claim shall be entertained

[NAVEEN KUMAR VERMA] 
Advocate

F-211,sector-3 Vaishali Ghaziabad 
Uttar Pradesh-201010, Contact at 09958871432 

PUBLIC NOTICE
Information is given to general pub-
lic at large that our client Mrs.
Shikha Sharma is the owner of
Freehold Residential Built-up
Property Bearing No. 175, built on
Plot No. 14, area measuring 50 Sq.
Yds., i.e., 41.08 Sq. Meters, out of
Khasra No. 37/6, Situated in the
area of Village Karawal Nagar, at
the abadi of Gali No.  5, Phase No.
4, Shiv Vihar, Karawal Nagar, Illaqa
Shahdara, Delhi-110094. by virtue
of Regd. GPA (in family) dated
22.10.2025 as Doc. No.
2025/12/IV/2086, in Book. No. IV,
Vol. No. 12061, on Pages No. 13-
24, in SRO- North East Seelampur.,
now our client is declaring that that
any other person does not have any
right over the said property, and
same property Sold too be Mr.
Santosh Kumar and same has been
financed by SMFG India Home
Finance Company Limited Branch:
Moti Nagar New Delhi. If any per-
son(s) have any objection(s) or
claim(s) with respect to the` right,
title or interest in the Said Property
then contact us within 07 days from
the date of Publication of this notice
and or the same to the undersigned
if found by anyone. Thereafter no
claim shall be entertained

[NAVEEN KUMAR VERMA] 
Advocate

F-211,sector-3 Vaishali Ghaziabad 
Uttar Pradesh-201010, Contact at 09958871432 

PUBLIC NOTICE
Information is given to general pub-
lic at large that our client Mr. Shakir
S/o Mr. Maharav is the absolute
owner of Freehold Residential land
area measuring 331.63 Sq. yds. out
of Bhoomi / Khasra No. 3973,
Situated at Mohalla Bundelkhand
Kasba Jewar Under Nagar
Panchayat Pargana & Tehsil Jewar
Distt. Gautam Budh Nagar Uttar
Pradesh., by virtue of Sale Deed
dated 19.10.2019 Vide Regd. as
Doc. No. 7849, in Book No. I, Vol.
No. 4386, on pages 115-148, dated
19.10.2019 (SRO-Jewar, Gautam
Budh Nagar & others Sale Deed.,
Till dated lost/ misplaced his
Original Sale Deed dated
11.01.2010 executed by Mrs.
Radha Devi W/o Mr. Omprakash
Tayal in favour of Mrs. Shakeela
Begam W/o Mr. Savir Khan Vide
Doc no. 164, Vol no. 202, Book No.
1, Page no. 281-322, SRO- Jewar
Gautam Budh Nagar, now our client
is declaring that that any other
Person does not have any right over
the said property, and same has
been finance by Piramal Finance
Ltd. Branch: Sector-16 Noida, Uttar
Pradesh.  If any person(s) have any
objection(s) or claim(s) with respect
to the` right, title or interest in the
Said Property then contact us with-
in 07 days from the date of
Publication of this notice and or the
same to the undersigned if found by
anyone. Thereafter no claim shall
be entertained

[NAVEEN KUMAR VERMA] 
Advocate

F-211,sector-3 Vaishali Ghaziabad 
Uttar Pradesh-201010, Contact at 09958871432 

PUBLIC NOTICE
Public notice is hereby given that my
client Mr. Rahul Tomar S/o Mr. Veer
Singh, R/o Village Sisoli, Garh Road,
Meerut, Uttar Pradesh 250004, is
owner of Residential Double Storey
House, area measuring 112.58
Square Yards i.e. 94.13 Square
Meters, Built on Private Plot No. 02,
which is Part of Plot No. B-18 and
19, situated at Kunj Vihar, Meerut,
Tehsil & District Meerut, Uttar
Pradesh, vide Sale Deed Dated
30.10.2023, Doc. No. 13065, Book
No. 1, Jild No. 7903, Pages No. 357-
370, registered on 30.10.2023, SR-
IV-Meerut. That the prior chain
Original Sale Deed Dated
16.08.2005, Doc. No. 7799, Book
No. 1, Jild No. 4526, Pages No. 359-
378, registered on 16.08.2005, SR-
I-Meerut, has been lost and a Lost
Report has been lodged online on
30.12.2025, vide L. A. R. No.
20250000977233, at Police
Computer Center, Technical
Services Headquarter, Lucknow. My
client is absolute owner of the said
property which is free from encum-
brance. The said property neither
falls under acquisition nor falls under
any litigation in any court of law. On
date, being the absolute owner of the
said property, my client Mr. Rahul
Tomar, is going to take loan/facilities
against the said property which is
going to be financed by Abhiyan
Capital (India) Pvt. Ltd., Branch
Meerut, Uttar Pradesh. If any per-
son(s) found the same or has/have
any objection regarding the above
said property, then kindly may submit
his/her objection within 7 days from
the date of the Notice in writing to
undersigned or the said Bank/FI.
The said objection may be kindly
sent to the undersigned/bank by way
of the Registered Post on the
address given below and by E-mail.
Failing which, the claim as per afore-
said shall be treated as null and void
in respect of the subject property.

[RUPESH KUMAR ROUSHAN]
Advocate

D-803, Nandgram, 
Ghaziabad, Uttar Pradesh 201003

roushan.rupesh@gmail.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
I, Kumari Anjani Spouse of Army No.
JC-562838N, Rank - SUB Name -
Keshav Kumar Posted at Bihar
REGT Center, C/o - 56 APO,
Danapur, Pin - 900441 &
Permanently Residing at Village -
Patar, Post - Taraiya, Thana - Sahar
Ghat, Dist. - Madhubani, Pin-847102
have changed my name from Kumari
Anjani to Anjani Devi & Correct Date
of Birth 01/01/1986 for all future pur-
poses. My Adhar Card No.
378110333327. Vide Affidavit Dated
30 Dec. 2025 before The Notary
Public at Delhi (India) in presence of
Advocate Madan Lal Gupta. NAME CHANGE

It is for general information that I
NAVEEN SHARMA S/o RADHEY
SHAM, R/o 270, Nawada Village,
Delhi - 110059, declare that name of
mine and my father has been wrong-
ly written as NAVEEN KUMAR
SHARMA and RADHEY SHYAM
SHARMA in my Service Records.
The actual name of mine and my
father are NAVEEN SHARMA and
RADHEY SHAM, which may be
amended accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that I
DEEPTI BHALLA D/o NARAYAN
DASS, R/o G-8/34, Near M.L.A
Office, Sector-15, Rohini, North West
Delhi, Delhi - 110089, declare that
name of my father has been wrongly
written as NARAYAN BHALLA in my
all Educational Documents. The
actual name of my father is
NARAYAN DASS, which may be
amended accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
I , ARVIND KUMAR S/O RAMA
KANT SINGH R/O A – 144 , Rama
Park Mohan Garden , Uttam Nagar ,
West Delhi , Delhi - 110059 have
changed the name of my minor
daughter SOUMYA SINGH aged 14
years and she shall hereafter be
known as SOMMYA SINGH.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as TEJ PRASAD
RIJAL S/o BASUDEV, R/o D 173/2,
Harsh Vihar, Badarpur, Harinagar
Extn III, Jaitpur, PO: Jaitpur, Dist:
South Delhi, Delhi-110044, have
changed my name and shall here-
after be known as TEJ PRASAD, for
all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as ANITA DEVI W/o
BABALU KUMAR CHOUDHARY,
permanent R/o Village Nikas Pur,
Ujiarpur, PO: Ujiarpur, Dist:
Samastipur, Bihar-848132, and cur-
rently residing at H.No. 666, Pana
Udyan, Narela, Delhi-110040, have
changed my name and shall here-
after be known as AMITA DEVI, for all
future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, MANOJ S/o SUBHASH CHAN-
DER, R/o House No. 96, Gali No. 3,
Rattan Vihar, Rajendra Park,
Gurgaon, Haryana-122001, have
changed the name of my minor son
DEEPANSHU aged 13 years and he
shall hereafter known as DEEPAN-
SHU VERMA, for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as MONIKA D/o
SATBIR SAINI, and W/o MANOJ,
R/o 96, Gali No. 3, Rattan Vihar,
Rajendra Park, Gurgaon, Haryana-
122001, have changed my name and
shall hereafter be known as MONIKA
VERMA, for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, hitherto known as Ayodhya Ahirwar
S/O Ramkumar Ahirwar, R/O residing
at house no 38-A Kh no 27/21 ground
floor (only) Bhagya Vihar  village
madan pur Dabas Delhi- 110081,
Permanent Address- gram post
manuriya,tah gaurihar , VTC
Manuriya  PO: Manuriya, Sub District:
Gaurihar, District: Chhatarpur,
Madhya Pradesh,- 471515, have
change my name and shall hereafter
be known as  Anil Kumar .

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as MANOJ S/o SUB-
HASH CHANDER, R/o House No.
96, Gali No. 3, Rattan Vihar, Rajendra
Park, Gurgaon, Haryana-122001,
have changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as MANOJ
VERMA, for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I Parmod S/o Hari Parkash R/o
2034, Purani Anan Mandi, Narela,
Mamoor Pur, Narela, North West,
Delhi Have changed my name to
Parmod Garg for all future purposes.

BJP has dismantled MGNREGA & snatched 
employment guarantee of Dalits and poor: CM Mann
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 DHAKA . (Agency) which threaten security and stability, Saudi-backed National Shield Forces, 
the Coalition Air Forces conducted a another group in the coalition fighting  Saudi Arabia bombed the port city of 
limited military operation this the Houthis.Mukalla in Yemen on Tuesday over 
morning targeting weapons and what it described as a shipment of Those aligned with the Council have 
combat vehicles unloaded from the weapons for a separatist force there increasingly flown the flag of South 
two ships at the port of al-Mukalla,” it that arrived from the United Arab Yemen, which was a separate country 
said.Mukalla is in Yemen's Hadramout Emirates.The attack signals a new from 1967-1990. Demonstrators have 
governorate, which the Council had escalation in tensions between the been rallying for days to support 
seized in recent days. The port city is k i n g d o m  a n d  t h e  S o u t h e r n  political forces calling for South 
some 480 kilometers (300 miles) Transitional Council, which is backed Yemen to secede again from 
northeast of Aden, which has been the by the Emirates. It also further strains Yemen.The actions by the separatists 
seat of power for anti-Houthi forces in ties between Riyadh and Abu Dhabi, have put pressure on the relationship 
Yemen after the rebels seized the which had been backing competing between Saudi Arabia and the UAE, 
capital, Sanaa, back in 2014.sides in Yemen’s decadelong war which maintain close relations and are 

against the Iranian-backed Houthi The strike in Mukalla comes after Saudi members of the OPEC oil cartel, but 
rebels.A military statement carried by Arabia targeted the Council in also have competed for influence and 
the state-run Saudi Press Agency airstrikes Friday that analysts international business in recent years.
announced the strikes, which it said described as a warning for the There has also been an escalation of 
came after ships arrived there from separatists to halt their advance and violence in Sudan, another nation on 
Fujairah, a port city on the UAE’s leave the governorates of Hadramout the Red Sea, where the kingdom and 
eastern coast.“Given the danger and and Mahra.The Council had pushed the Emirates support opposing forces 
escalation posed by these weapons, out forces there affiliated with the in that country’s ongoing war.

NEWS BOX

Trump once again claims credit for ending India-
Pakistan conflict during Netanyahu meeting

Saudi Arabia bombs Yemen over shipment of  
weapons for separatists that arrived from UAE

"Politically Motivated": 
Imran Khan, Bushra Bibi 
Challenge 17-Year Jail Term

Chinese military drills around 
Taiwan resume for a second day, 

aimed at warning 'external forces'
HONG KONG   . (Agency) 

For a second day, China's military on Tuesday 
dispatched air, navy and missile units to conduct joint 
live-fire drills around the island of Taiwan, which 
Beijing called a "stern warning" against separatist and 
"external interference" forces. Taiwan said it was 
placing forces on alert and called the Chinese 
government "the biggest destroyer of peace."

Taiwan's aviation authority said more than 100,000 
international air travelers would be affected by flight 
cancellations or diversions.The two days of drills , 
dubbed "Justice Mission 2025", came after Beijing 
expressed outrage at what could be the largest-ever 
U.S. arms sale to the self-ruled territory, and at a 
statement by Japan's prime minister, Sanae Takaichi, 
saying its military could get involved if China takes 
action against Taiwan. China says Taiwan must come 
under its rule.China's military did not mention the 
United States and Japan in its statement on Monday, 
but Beijing's foreign ministry accused Taiwan's ruling 
party of trying to seek independence through 
requesting U.S. support.And on Tuesday morning, the 
official Xinhua News Agency quoted a government 
spokesperson saying that any efforts to that end would 
be "doomed.""We urge relevant countries to abandon 
the illusion of using Taiwan to contain China, and to 
refrain from challenging China's resolve in 
safeguarding its core interests," said Zhang Xiaogang 
of China's Defense Ministry.Taiwan's Defense 
Ministry said rapid response exercises were underway, 
with forces on high alert. "The Chinese Communist 
Party's targeted military exercises further confirm its 
nature as an aggressor and the biggest destroyer of 
peace," it said.U.S. President Donald Trump said 
Monday that he was not informed of the military 
exercise in advance but that he was not worried 
because China has been "doing naval exercises for 20 
years in that area." Touting his "great relationship" 
with Chinese President Xi Jinping, Trump suggested 
he didn't think Xi was going to attack Taiwan.Drills are 
not uncommonBeijing sends warplanes and navy 
vessels toward the island on a near-daily basis, and in 
recent years it has stepped up the scope and scale of the 
exercises.

Senior Col. Shi Yi, spokesperson of China's People's 
Liberation Army's Eastern Theater Command, said the 
drills would be conducted in the Taiwan Strait and 
areas to the north, southwest, southeast and east of the 
island.Shi said activities would focus on sea-air 
combat readiness patrol, "joint seizure of 
comprehensive superiority" and blockades on key 
ports. It was the first large-scale military drill where 
the command publicly mentioned one goal was "all-
dimensional deterrence outside the island chain.”

WORLD

US Announces $8.6 Billion 
Boeing Contract For F-15 
Jets For Israel

WORLD .  (Agency) 
Brazil's far-right former president Jair Bolsonaro 

could be back behind bars as soon as New Year's day 
after undergoing surgery for a groin hernia, doctors 
said Monday.Barring complications, Bolsonaro 
should be discharged on January 1, surgeon Claudio 
Birolini told reporters at the private DF Star clinic in 
Brasilia. Bolsonaro would thenbe returned to the cell 
where he is serving a 27-year prison sentence for 
leading a failed coup plot. Bolsonaro, 70, had 
surgery on Christmas Day, followed two days later 
by a procedure to treat recurring hiccups.

In office from 2019 to 2022, he has for years been 
dealing with complications from an abdominal stab 
wound he suffered during a 2018 campaign rally, 
requiring several major surgeries. n September, 
Brazil's Supreme Court found Bolsonaro guilty of 
conspiring to stay in power after losing 2022 
elections to leftist Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva. 

Bolsonaro had been under house arrest until shortly 
before the start of his jail term, but was detained and 
sent to prison after he took a soldering iron to his 
ankle monitoring bracelet in what the court saw as an 
escape attempt. 

Australian Federal Police 
Commissioner said that the 
accused are alleged to have 
acted alone. She said there is 
no evidence indicating the 
alleged offenders were part of  
a broader terrorist cell or were 
directed by others to carry out 
an attack.

Despite political differences, 
Yunus said, her long political 
journey, dedicated to national 
welfare, people-oriented 
leadership, and firm resolve, 
consistently showed the way 
forward.

Islamabad.  (Agency) 
 founder and former prime minister Imran Khan and his 

wife Bushra Bibi on Monday filed separate appeals 
before the Islamabad High Court (IHC), challenging 
their conviction in the Toshakhana 2 case, Dawn 
reported.The appeals follow a December 20 verdict 
by a special court that sentenced both Imran Khan and 
Bushra Bibi to 17 years' imprisonment in connection 
with the alleged purchase of a Bulgari jewellery set.

The jewellery was gifted to Imran Khan by the Saudi 
crown prince during an official visit in May 2021 and 
was allegedly acquired at a substantially reduced 
price.During the proceedings, the prosecution 
maintained that the PTI founder retained the 
jewellery set, valued at around PKR 80 million, after 
paying only PKR 2.9 million.In their petitions, the 
defence challenged the basis of the conviction.

According to copies of the appeals available with Dawn, 
the couple's lawyers argued that the sentencing was 
politically motivated, stating, "The overarching 
objective of the present prosecution appears to be the 
continued incarceration of the appellant, thereby 
preventing his participation in national politics and 
curtailing his political role and influence."

The appeals also raised procedural concerns, noting 
that the National Accountability Bureau initially 
initiated the case before being transferred to the 
Federal Investigation Agency.Questioning the 
manner in which the investigation was conducted, the 
appeals stated, "The learned trial court overlooked 
the methodology adopted by the Federal 
Investigation Agency in conducting the investigation. 
In the absence of settled law, precedent, or clear 
guidance on the subject, heightened care and caution 
were required in interpreting and applying the 
governing legal framework.""Instead, both the 
investigating agency and the Trial Court proceeded in 
a cursory manner. This is evident from the absence of 
any FIR (first information report) on the 
record."Expanding on these concerns, the defence 
highlighted that the FIA submitted a challan "within 
two days of the initiation of the investigation", 
arguing that such a limited timeframe did not allow 
for a fair and transparent probe, Dawn reported.

The appeals further contended that the Toshakhana 2 
conviction amounted to the fourth prosecution linked 
to Toshakhana-related matters and therefore 
constituted double jeopardy.This was described as 
"reflecting a repetitive and overlapping invocation of 
criminal process in respect of the same subject 
matter".

Bangladesh lost a 'great guardian', says 
Yunus as he mourns Khaleda Zia's death

India and Pakistan.“Settled eight wars, Trump added, “India. How about India PARAMARIBO. (Agency) 
but we don’t know the countries. and Pakistan… So I did eight of  US President Donald Trump has once 
Azerbaijan… It’s good when you can them.”Since May 10, when Trump again claimed that his administration 
say it,” Trump said. announced on social media that India played an important role in ending the 

and Pakistan had agreed to a “full military confrontation between 
and immediate” ceasefire following India and Pakistan, repeating the 
what he described as a “long night” assertion during a bilateral meeting 
of talks mediated by Washington, the with visiting Israeli Prime Minister 
US president has repeated the claim Benjamin Netanyahu at Mar-a-
more than 70 times in public remarks, Lago on Monday.As he opened 
meetings with foreign leaders, and discussions with Netanyahu and 
overseas visits.However, India has senior members of his delegation, 
consistently rejected claims of third-Trump said he had “settled eight 
party mediation, maintaining that wars” during the first year of his 
the decision to halt hostilities was second term in the White House, 
reached bilaterally.though he complained that he had 

He added that Russian President The escalation began after India received little recognition for these 
Vladimir Putin had once expressed launched Operation Sindoor on May 7, efforts.Among the conflicts he cited 
surprise at how quickly the conflict targeting terror infrastructure in were hostilities between Armenia and 
was resolved, claiming, “I literally Pakistan and Pakistan-occupied Azerbaijan, which he claimed to have 
settled it in one day.”Trump further Kashmir in retaliation for the April 22 resolved by threatening both countries 
asserted that trade pressure had been terror attack in Pahalgam, which killed with steep trade penalties.Trump said 
central to his strategy. “They do trade. I 26 civilians. This was followed by four he warned the two sides that trade 
said, ‘We’re going to cut you off from days of intense cross-border drone and would be cut off and tariffs raised 
trade. No more trade,’ to both of missile exchanges between the two sharply if fighting continued, 
them… Then I put 200 per cent nuclear-armed neighbours.On May 10, prompting what he described as a swift 
tariffs… the next day they called. India and Pakistan announced an resolution.
Thirty-five years of fighting, and they understanding to end the conflict, He then went on to repeat his claim 
stopped,” he said. bringing the brief but severe military regarding South Asia, stating that he 

Referring specifically to South Asia, standoff to a close.had stopped the fighting between 

 DHAKA 

saddened and grief-stricken" by the to national welfare, people-oriented bringing down the nine-year-long 
passing of Zia, noting that the nation had leadership, and firm resolve, consistently autocratic rule of HM Ershad", Yunus said.
lost not just a political leader but a towering showed the way forward. "With her death, He said after becoming prime minister in 
stateswoman who represented an Bangladesh has lost an experienced and 1991, Zia laid a strong foundation for the 
important chapter in Bangladesh's history. proven stateswoman," he said. economy through liberalisation.

With the passing of Zia, "the nation has During what he described as Sheikh 
lost a great guardian", he said.Zia, Hasina's "fascist rule", Yunus said, 
the longtime chief of the Bangladesh Zia emerged as a "unique symbol 
Nationalist Party (BNP) and a three- of struggle and resistance", 
time prime minister, died at around 6 inspiring the nation through her 
am local time after a prolonged steadfast stance.The Chief Adviser 
illness at Evercare Hospital in Dhaka. alleged that due to her political 
She was 80.Yunus said Zia's role in success, Zia became a victim of 
establishing democracy, nurturing a "extreme political vengeance", and 
multi-party political culture and was sentenced to 17 years in prison 

. (Agency) safeguarding the rights of the people in what he called "false and 
Bangladesh's interim government Chief will be remembered forever. fabricated cases", and endured long 

Adviser Muhammad Yunus on Tuesday "Through her uncompromising periods of incarceration.
described former prime minister Khaleda leadership, the nation was repeatedly Yunus expressed deep condolences 
Zia as a "great guardian" whose role in the freed from undemocratic conditions to Zia's bereaved family and to the 
country's democratic journey would be and inspired to regain liberty. The leaders and activists of BNP. Recalling her political life, Yunus said Zia 
remembered forever, as he expressed nation will remember her contributions to Calling her death an irreparable loss for the was Bangladesh's first woman prime 
profound sorrow at her death.In a the country and its people with respect," he nation, he urged people to remain calm and minister and "led the struggle to restore 
condolence message posted on his X said.Despite political differences, Yunus patient and requested citizens to pray for democracy against autocracy." Her "strong 
handle, Yunus said he was "deeply said, her long political journey, dedicated the departed leader.leadership played a decisive role in 

the southern Philippines, Australian minority Muslims in the largely Catholic Sydney Harbor on Wednesday. More than 
Federal Police Commissioner Krissy nation.arrett said she was limited in what 2,500 officers will be on duty. Many will be 
Barrett said.They returned on a flight from she could disclose about the investigation openly carrying automatic rifles, a sight 
Manila on Nov. 29. Two weeks later, they in the Philippines because she did not want rarely seen on Sydney streets.
are accused of killing 15 and wounding The first police responders to the Bondi 
another 40 in a mass shooting that targeted massacre were armed with Glock pistols 
a  H a n n u k a h  f e s t i v a l  a t  B o n d i  that lacked the lethal range of the Akrams' 
Beach.Philippine National Police rifles and shotguns. Two police officers 
determined the pair rarely left their hotel were among the wounded.New South 
during the visit, Barrett said."There is no Wales Premier Chris Minns said the state 
evidence to suggest they received training was not moving toward a more militarized 
or underwent logistical preparation for police force in response to the attack.
their alleged attack," Barrett told "Given we've just had the worst terrorism 
reporters."These individuals are alleged to event in Australia's history inside the last 
have acted alone. There is no evidence to month, it would be self-evidently the case 
suggest these alleged offenders were part that things need to change and the security 
of a broader terrorist cell, or were directed needs to change," Minns said."I 
by others to carry out an attack. However, I to prejudice Naveed Akram's trial.He has understand that there'll be some people that  UPALM BEACH .(Agency) want to be clear, I am not suggesting that yet to enter pleas to dozens of charges oppose this or regard it as the militarization 

 An investigation that extended to the they were there for tourism," Barrett including 15 counts of murder and one of of the police. My sense is far more families 
Philippines of two men accused of shooting added.Barrett did not detail a motive for the committing a terrorist act. Police shot him would fully support that kind of police 
dead 15 people at a Sydney Jewish festival visit, which began on Nov. 1.Police allege in the abdomen during a gunfight at Bondi operation because they will feel far safer in 
has found no evidence that they were part the pair were inspired by the Islamic State on Dec. 14 and he spent a week in a hospital that environment," Minns added.More than 
of a "broader terrorist cell," police said on group. The southern Philippines once drew before he was transferred to a prison. Police 1 million revelers crowd the waterfront 
Tuesday.Sydney residents Sajid Akram, small numbers of foreign militants aligned shot his father dead at Bondi.Authorities each year to see a world-famous fireworks 
50, and his 24-year-old son Naveed Akram with the Islamic State group or al-Qaida to are promising the largest police presence display centered on the Sydney Harbor 
spent most of November in Davao City in train in a secessionist conflict involving ever at New Year's Eve festivities at Bridge.

Bolsonaro Could Return To 
Jail Cell This Week After 
Surgery

Australian police find no evidence of 'broader 
terrorist cell' in Bondi Beach shooting

WORLD.  (Agency) 
 Boeing was given an $8.6 billion contract for the F-15 

Israel Program, the Pentagon said on Monday, after 
US President Donald Trump met Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu in Florida.

"This contract provides for the design, integration, 
instrumentation, test, production, and delivery of 25 
new F-15IA aircraft for the Israeli Air Force with an 
option for an additional 25 F-15IA aircraft," the 
Pentagon said.The Pentagon said the contract 
involved foreign military sales to Israel. The US has 
long been by far the largest arms supplier to its closest 
Middle East ally.Pro-Palestinian and anti-war 
protesters around the US had demanded an end to 
Washington's military support for Israel due to its 
devastating assault on Gaza but those demands have 
not been met in the administrations of President 
Donald Trump and former President Joe Biden.

Contract work will be performed in St. Louis, and was 
expected to be complete by December 31, 2035, the 
Pentagon said in a statement.
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national capital, the BJP opened an Do gestures and images matter? Yes they do. 
exhibition on Vajpayee’s life and Do words count? They absolutely do. The 
contributions at its headquarters. The Prime Minister attending Christmas 
Delhi government rolled out subsidised morning prayers at a church in Delhi sent 
Atal Canteens. The late former Prime out a reassuring message of communal 
Minister may or may not have approved harmony and goodwill. The pictures lent a 
o f  s u c h  a d u l a t o r y  f o r m s  o f  sense of quiet calm. What has been missing 
remembrance, but what he certainly from the highest quarters is an outright 
would have taken umbrage to is the condemnation of the attacks on minorities. 
normalisation of hate-spewing, Goons masquerading as religious activists 
provocative and irrational behaviour destroying Christmas decorations and 
that demonstrates and amplifies threatening worshippers deserve the 
majoritarianism.attention reserved for the worst of the law-

breakers. Instead, there is troubling silence Vajpayee set high standards in public life, 
over the brazen acts of vandalism, assuring that preserving the inclusive 
disruption and lawlessness in the name of character of India overrode ideological 
religion. It’s deeply worrying. What’s worse positions. A small group of lumpen 
is that such condemnable incidents took elements cannot be allowed to dictate Lucknow, with 65-foot-high bronze statues of Vajpayee, 
place on a day when the nation celebrated the birth terms and destroy all that India stands for. Not speaking Syama Prasad Mookerjee and Deendayal Upadhyaya. The 
a n n i v e r s a r y  o f  B h a r a t  R a t n a  A t a l  B i h a r i  out and strongly rejecting such unruly and perverse Prime Minister said it symbolises a vision that has guided 
Vajpayee.December 25 saw the inauguration of the conduct is a disservice.India towards self-respect, unity and service. In the 
Rashtra Prerna Sthal, the national memorial complex, in 

Early release from 
jails an incentive, 

not privilege

Redefining America's sense of self

End the silence: Call out goons acting in the name of religion

On directions from the Supreme Court, the Punjab & 

Haryana High Court has initiated suo motu 

proceedings to monitor and supervise 

implementation of the early release guidelines for 

the convicts, popularly known as Pre-mature 

Release (PMR) Policies.PMR is an important 

correctional toolkit, whereby, good conduct 

prisoners are freed from jail before they serve full 

term of the sentence awarded to them by the trial 

court. Early release of convicts does not amount to 

overturning of judgment of conviction, it is a 

prerogative of the government authorities to 

mitigate punishment in appropriate cases. PMR 

would depend on many factors including public 

interest, gravity and nature of the offence, signs of 

reformation exhibited by the convict and impact of 

the release on the victims and society in general.
Early release of good conduct prisoners serves two 

important purposes, one for the prison 

administration and another for the convicts. 

Possibility of release before time singularly 

motivates prison inmates to exhibit good conduct 

and lead a disciplined life.Freedom before full 

term of sentence also protects the convicts from 

ill-effects of long incarceration and, inter alia, 

facilitates their re-integration with the mainstream 

society. Overall good conduct and probability of 

becoming a useful citizen are the two main 

considerations for making an inmate eligible for 

PMR.The two powers of the authorities to remit 

and commute sentence vary in nature and scope 

and are mutually exclusive; they are exercised by 

the competent authorities independent of each 

other. The apex court in Prem Raj v. Delhi 

Administration (2003) has clarified that 

‘remission’ entails reducing the quantum in the 

same category of sentence, without changing its 

type, whereas, ‘commutation’ implies changing 

the type of sentence to a lower category of 

p u n i s h m e n t ;  t h e  t w o  t e r m s  a r e  n o t  

interchangeable.In a welfare state, executive 

governments are expected to solve problems and 

address miseries of the people. Therefore, the 

appropriate governments are conferred powers to 

suspend or remit sentence on case- to-case basis, 

with or without conditions.This power is to be 

exercised after obtaining and considering opinion 

of the convicting court. The release of convicts 

under this provision is a purely humanitarian 

exercise to mitigate their personal hardships in 

larger public interest. Since this power is to be 

exercised on the request of convicts, no policy 

framework is necessary; procedural guidelines 

though can always be issued to maintain 

uniformity.Undoubtedly, premature release of 

convicts is neither a privilege nor a right of every 

prisoner; it is an incentive which is granted by the 

executives based on some prescribed eligibility 

criteria. Over the years, several conceptual and 

procedural flaws have crept in the laws as well as 

in implementation of the PMR policies, which 

need immediate correction.

America’s love affair with monumentalism is hardly a 
secret: with buildings, warships, automobiles, 
aircraft—and, most importantly, self-image. So, when 
this core of self-esteem begins to crack and eventually 
crumble, we can be sure that something is afoot that will 
redefine America’s sense of self. For better or for 
worse—which might actually go hand in hand.

Never before has the US introspected more than after 
Donald Trump took office this January. The most 
monumentalist president in the 80 postwar years, 
according to Gallup, he began with approval ratings of 
47 percent (21-27 January) but is now down to 36 
percent (1-15 December), where it has been stuck since 
November 3.This steadily declining graph is a reliable 
mirror to America’s glissading sense of self under the 
Trump presidency. Trump has been promising big and 
delivering small. The Epstein files fiasco is a case in 
point. One of Trump’s presidential election planks was 
the unconditional release of the entire, unredacted 
Epstein files. In January, Trump reiterated his promise. 
In February, his attorney general Pam Bondi told an 
interviewer that an Epstein “client list” was on her desk. 
The department of justice (DoJ) ostentatiously sent 
“declassified” dossiers to far-right influencers—but it 
was material already in the public domain.

On February 21, Trump’s ratings fell to 45 percent. A 
month later, they were down to 43 percent. On April 25, 

began doing the rounds. Trump has always trumpeted his immediately reduced Vance from his self-proclaimed Virginia Giuffre, one of the early Epstein accusers, died 
height as 6’3”. When photographs surfaced of him 6’2” to at most 5’10”. Karoline Leavitt, the White House by suicide—and between then and May 18, his ratings 
walking beside Prince William, who is confirmed as press secretary whom Trump has occasionally been plateaued. Giuffre’s death forced his ratings further 
6’3”, in September, Trump appeared six inches shorter. raffish about, was photographed in close-up, highlighting down to 40 percent on June 19, two weeks before the DoJ 
The war of tallness—or grö?ekrieg, a war of her spotted lips pierced by filler injections. Right or left, denied that Epstein maintained a ‘client list’ at all, and 
grandeur—broke hearts across social media platforms, the horror at the careless feet of clay in the mythified high that it wouldn’t release any more files. On July 21, 
with MAGA warriors sharing the quicksand of doubt echelons of the White House left the hoi polloi distressed Trump’s ratings plummeted to 37 percent. On October 1, 
with left liberals. Potus guaranteed being larger-than-life and ‘schadenfreuded’ in equal measure.Trump hit a relative high of 40 percent, until Giuffre's 
in two crucial forms—an ethical promise and his own Meanwhile, Trump is mirroring the citizenry—both posthumous memoir, published on October 19, clubbed 
persona—and fell short in both senses. shrunken and bullfrogged, but still figure-skating on the ratings down to 37 percent. They slid further to 36 

There was more to come. On December 16, Vanity Fair personal and social bewilderment as if none of this percent on November 3, where they remained until last 
published ‘Eye of the Hurricane’, a wrap of the year in resizing was psychologically revealing or long-term. On declared on December 1.Meanwhile, the Trump 
two parts featuring interviews of Susie Wiles, the Trump December 13, following a trip to Japan, Trump spoke dispensation doubled down on halting the skid, first by 
White House’s chief of staff, at length and in depth. positively about “really cute” kei cars, asking, “How releasing emails sent between Epstein and others, then 

But the most extraordinary revelations came not from the would that do in this country?” It sent the bellwether US by the Congress passing and Trump signing into law the 
text, but from the posed photographs by Christopher automobile industry, predicated on design and factory Epstein Files Transparency Act, and then by the DoJ 
Anderson. They seem prima facie passable portraits of largeness, into a lather. On December 22, he went big, releasing the records—only to begin massively 
people in power, posing with their best face forward. But announcing the commissioning of a new series of redacting them from its website within hours of release, 
the snarky commentary was in the inconsequential ginormous ‘Trump class’ battleships.Things are changing especially for documentation to do with Trump.
dimensions that Anderson reduced these movers-and- in America, but, as a March 2020 report by the University In the interstices of this stormy diminution of ratings and 
shakers to in their architectural environments.Anderson of Georgia pointed out, “Americans who do change tend the public outcry against the harm done by presidential 
posed Vance next to a light switch, installed at a to report a lower sense of well-being.” I wonder if this is duplicity to juvenile-focused familyism—one of the 
particular height by regulation—and this juxtaposition going to end well.foundations of American society—other self-critiques 

The fall in Trump’s approval ratings through 2025 reflected America’s glissading sense of self. It coincided with his team’s back-and-forth on releasing the Epstein files. A 

battle of real and proclaimed statures played out. Portraits of his team, including Chief of Staff Susie Wiles, resized them in the public eye

The Tribune Editorial: Ruffians masquerading as religious activists destroying Christmas decorations and threatening worshippers deserve the attention reserved for the worst of the law-breakers.

labourers.Poverty is a state of deprivation. In absolute 
terms, it reflects the inability of an individual to satisfy 
certain basic minimum needs for a sustained, healthy 
and reasonably productive living. This inability has a 
social, cultural, political and a physiological dimension. 
This scheme helped in achieving three SDG goals — 
poverty eradication, environment protection and 
woman empowerment.

The government always has machinery; it only needs the 
will and vision to identify the problem and act 
accordingly. Does the repealing of MGNREGA to VB-
G-RAM-G and joining it wrongly with the Livelihood 
Mission, give us a better tool to serve the deprived lot? 
G-RAM-G is not a better scheme as it further imposes 
cuts on taking up work during 60 days of harvesting 
period. Are the persons employed in MGNREG scheme 
land owners?Section4(5) of VB-G RAM G makes the 
scheme fund allocation-based, making it dependent on 
Delhi. Section 4(6) states that any rural employment 
scheme designed, must follow the norms laid by G-
Ram-G, otherwise no funds will be sanctioned by the 
Centre.Section 5(1) bars universal applicability of the 
G-RAM-G scheme in the country. The area of operation 
shall be notified by the Central government. Section 
22(2) authors fiscal strangulation of states by 
introducing 60:40 funding ratio.

VB G-RAM-G kills the spirit and structure of a beautiful 
piece of legislation commended worldwide. It is an 
example of strong centralisation of the process 
masqueraded in the shape of a Bill like all propaganda rights organisation, filed a Public Interest litigation on development employment-oriented schemes and wage Farmers dying by suicide, migration from rural to urban 

and fake narratives of the government.Does it imply similar issues in mid-2001. The petition put forward that employment programmes in the past five years plans.areas, jobless growth in the 1990s and stagnation and 
labour control disguised as labour employment? All The draft of the legislation was largely based on the the right to life, a fundamental right under the Indian decline in agricultural productivity were the distress 
India rural female Labour Force Participation Rate Maharashtra Employment Guarantee Act, 1977, Constitution, has been recognised inclusive of the right signals which led to enactment of the Mahatma Gandhi 
increased from 24.6% in 2017-18 to 47.6% in year 2023-undoubtedly, one of the most progressive and purposive to live with dignity, including the right to food.National Rural Employment Guarantee Act 
24, thanks to MGNRE scheme. MGNREGA’s death has MGNREGA is based on the experiences of many legislations to guarantee work and wages to the rural (MGNREGA) in 2005.The Rajasthan chapter of 
killed the hope to survive in difficult days.previously designed and implemented rural work force, in particular, the poor farmers and landless People’s Union for Civil Liberties, India’s largest human 

Will G-Ram-G serve the poor better than MGNREGA
Any rural employment scheme must follow the new norms, otherwise no funds will be sanctioned by the Centre.
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Maligaon, 30th December, 2025: As part

of Indian Railways’ ongoing drive to elimi-
nate manned level crossing gates, Northeast
Frontier Railway (NFR) achieved notable
infrastructure milestones in 2025, enhanc-
ing safety, mobility and rail road connectivi-
ty across the zone. The continuous and pri-
ority-based construction of Road Over
Bridges (ROBs) and Road Under Bridges
(RUBs) has improved operational safety,
ensured uninterrupted train movement,
reduced road congestion and waiting time
and lowered the risk of rail road accidents.
These works are prioritised based on traffic
volume, safety impact, public benefit and
technical feasibility, contributing to
smoother passenger and freight movement
across the region.  During 2025, Northeast
Frontier Railway (NFR) achieved notable
infrastructure progress with the completion
of 16 Road Over Bridges (ROBs) and 22
Road Under Bridges (RUBs) across states
under its jurisdiction. Alongside these
achievements, several RUB projects are cur-
rently in progress, and new works are being
taken up as required to address growing
traffic and safety needs. These ROBs were
executed at strategic locations across five
divisions of NFR, covering key centres such

as Panbazar, Chaparmukh, Kampur, Katihar

and Mancotta, among others. The comple-
tion of these ROBs and RUBs has improved
rail road integration, strengthened connec-
tivity and ensured safer and smoother move-
ment for both trains and road users across
the NFR network.  A landmark achievement

during the year was the completion of the

ROB at Panbazar, Guwahati. Built at a cost of
Rs.47 crore, the 290metre long ROB fea-
tures a wide carriageway with 1.5metre foot-
paths on both sides and modern engineer-
ing elements such as a 60metre Bow String
Girder with composite girders. The struc-

ture provides adequate vertical and horizon-
tal clearances, facilitating efficient train
operations while significantly easing traffic
congestion along the busy Panbazar-Paltan
Bazar corridor. Similarly, major infrastruc-
ture milestone is the ROB connecting Raha
(NH-27) with Chaparmukh Railway Junction
and further towards West Karbi Anglong.
Constructed at a cost of Rs. 84.6 crore with a
total length of 1,179 metres, this ROB has
emerged as a critical regional link, improv-
ing connectivity, enabling smoother move-
ment of people and goods and eliminating
delays that were earlier caused by level
crossings.  In addition, 22 Road Under
Bridges (RUBs) were successfully complet-
ed in during 2025. These RUBs have
enhanced rail road safety, ensured uninter-
rupted train operations, reduced traffic bot-
tlenecks and enabled faster, smoother travel
for commuters and freight alike.  Through
these sustained efforts, Northeast Frontier
Railway remains committed to the elimina-
tion of manned level crossings and the
development of safe, efficient and future
ready rail infrastructure. The achievements
of 2025 underscore NFR’s continued focus
on passenger safety, operational excellence
and inclusive infrastructure growth, con-
tributing significantly to the socio-economic
development of the region.

NFR Achieves Major ROB–RUB Infrastructure Milestones in 2025
Strengthening Safety and Connectivity Across the Zone

The Sikh Times
Manoj Pal

Muzaffarnagar. Taking a tough stand on rising pollution
in industrial areas, District Magistrate Umesh Mishra has
issued a clear warning that industries violating environmen-
tal norms will face strict action. On Tuesday, during the
District Industry Bandhu meeting held at the Federation
Hall of the Federation of Muzaffarnagar Commerce and
Industry, the District Magistrate said that industrial develop-
ment cannot come at the cost of public health and the envi-

ronment. Listening seriously to the issues raised by industri-
alists, the District Magistrate directed all concerned depart-

ments to ensure timely and lawful resolution of complaints.
He emphasized that cleanliness and environmental protec-
tion in industrial areas are equally important. Any industry
found spreading filth or pollution in and around its premises
will be penalized. The District Magistrate categorically stat-
ed that if any industrial unit is found emitting smoke, dis-
charging polluted water, or engaging in any activity against
prescribed environmental standards, no leniency will be

shown. Calling pollution a serious threat to public health, he
instructed officials to conduct regular inspections and take
firm action wherever violations are found. He also directed
the Executive Officer of the Municipal Council to take strict
action against roadside encroachments and ensure proper
management of industrial areas. The District Magistrate fur-
ther instructed that 80 percent of the tax revenue generated
from industrial areas must be spent on their development,
cleanliness, and environmental improvement. Industrialists
were urged to cooperate with the municipal body for beautifi-
cation of the Meerut Road industrial area. Instructions were
also given to the electricity department to immediately rectify
sagging electric wires and remove unused electric and tele-
phone poles. The District Magistrate made it clear that prior
NOC would be mandatory before digging any road and the
concerned department must restore the road after complet-
ing the work. During the meeting, officials informed that ten-
ders for Arihant Road and Rainbow Road in the industrial area
have been finalized and construction work will begin shortly.
A training session on the operation of the “Udyami Mitra App”
was also organized by the Industries Department. The meet-
ing was conducted by Assistant Commissioner Industries
Ashish Kumar. The Chief Development Officer, Joint
Magistrate, officials from various departments, and office
bearers of all industrial
organizations were present. 

Strict Action Against Pollution Violators,
No Laxity in Industrial Areas: DM

SC asks why firecracker ban
limited to Delhi-NCR, seeks

pan-India policy
New Delhi:  The Supreme Court on Thursday raised

pointed questions over the selective imposition of the fire-
cracker ban in the Delhi-NCR region, saying if clean air
was a right for “elite” residents of the national capital, the
same must extend to citizens across the country. A Bench
comprising Chief Justice BR Gavai and Justice K Vinod
Chandran was hearing pleas concerning regulation of
firecrackers in the national capital region. “If cities in
NCR are entitled for clean air, why not people of other
cities? Whatever policy has to be there, it has to be on a
pan-India basis. We cannot have a policy just for Delhi
because they are elite citizens of the country. I was in
Amritsar last winter and the pollution there was worse
than in Delhi. If firecrackers are to be banned, they
should be banned throughout the country,” the CJI
observed. Senior advocate Aparajita Singh, the amicus
curiae, said, “The elites take care of themselves. They go
out of Delhi when there’s pollution.” The Bench asked the
Additional Solicitor General Aishwarya Bhati, appearing
for the Centre, to get a detailed report on the issue from
the Commission for Air Quality Management. The law
officer said the National Environmental Engineering
Research Institute (NEERI) was examining the feasibility
of “green crackers” to reduce pollution. The counsel
appearing for firecracker manufacturers suggested
NEERI to prescribe permissible chemical compositions,
which the industry would then incorporate in the design
of crackers. However, senior advocate K Parameshwar,
representing some parties, expressed concern saying
alongside the restrictions, authorities were also can-
celling their existing licences. The Bench remarked there
would be status quo with regard to cancellation of fire
crackers’ licences by the authorities and posted the mat-
ter for September 22.
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an example. When you have people as an level football and continues to chase the Dubai. (Agency) 
example, he speaks the words coming from unprecedented landmark of 1,000 career Portuguese football icon Cristiano Ronaldo 
himself. So for me, [he is an] example [in] goals, currently standing on 956. While he and Serbian tennis great Novak Djokovic 
longevity. We have a similar story," said has indicated that the 2026 FIFA World Cup have spent the better part of two decades 
Ronaldo. will be his final international tournament, redefining excellence in their respective 

he has extended his club future by sports. On Sunday, December 28, in 
signing on with Al-Nassr until Dubai, the two icons briefly shared 
2027.Djokovic, two years younger, the same stage, and the moment 
continues to defy the physical offered a reminder of how closely 
demands of modern tennis. Ranked their careers have mirrored each 
world No. 4, the 24-time Grand Slam other, despite unfolding in different 
champion holds the all-time record arenas.
for weeks spent at the top of the ATP At the 16th edition of the Globe Soccer 
rankings, with 428. He has also made Awards, Djokovic was honoured 
it clear that retirement is not with the Globe Sports Award, with 
imminent, describing the 2028 Los Ronaldo presenting the trophy 
Angeles Olympics as a long-term himself. The Al-Nassr forward was 
motivation rather than an end also among the winners on the night, 
point.For Djokovic, receiving the picking up the Best Player in the 
honour from Ronaldo carried special Middle East award, but it was his 

meaning, with the Serbian calling it a dream "So I think he deserves [the award] because words for the Serbian tennis great that 
moment. As Djokovic sets his sights on a he is a great example for this generation, all b e c a m e  t h e  h i g h l i g h t  o f  t h e  
historic 25th Grand Slam at the Australian generations, the generation [that] is going ceremony.Speaking while handing over the 
Open and Ronaldo presses on towards to come. So he deserves this," he added.award, Ronaldo drew a clear parallel 
football’s most exclusive scoring club, their The comparison is not without substance. At between their journeys, stressing the value 
stories continue to run in parallel40, Ronaldo remains an active force in top-of longevity at the elite level."For me, he is 

pointing out that modern all-rounders NEW DELHI. (Agency)  
are no longer expected to bowl  Former India cricketer Robin Uthappa 
marathon spells.Are all-rounders believes Hardik Pandya could still have a 
bowling 20 overs? Nitish Kumar is not meaningful role to play in Test cricket, 
bowling that much. He’s bowling suggesting the all-rounder would be an 
around 12 overs. If Hardik bowls 12 to ideal No. 7 option for India if he chooses to 
15 overs per innings, I think he can do it return to the red-ball format. Uthappa feels 
with the way he’s fit now, the way he’s Pandya’s current fitness levels and skill set 
bowling and batting. It’s his own make a Test comeback far from unrealistic, 
decision,” he added.Pandya last played especially in the context of how India have 
Test and First-Class cricket in 2018, been using their pace-bowling all-
stepping away from red-ball cricket rounders.Expanding on his point, Uthappa 
after struggling with a recurring back noted that India’s recent Test combinations 
injury. Since then, he has focused show flexibility rather than fixed roles, 
entirely on white-ball formats, a move with players like Nitish Kumar Reddy, 
that has helped him establish himself as Harshit Rana and Washington Sundar 
one of India’s most important limited-being used on and off depending on 
overs players despite intermittent conditions and team balance. Speaking on 
fitness concerns.India have continued his YouTube channel, Uthappa argued that 
to explore all-round options in Tests, Pandya would comfortably fit into this 

to play Test cricket, will BCCI ask him not rotating between Reddy, Shardul Thakur, evolving structure if he is willing to take on 
to play? If he says he wants to play and Washington Sundar and even Harshit Rana a controlled workload.“If Hardik Pandya 
wants to win the World Test Championship, in specific conditions. Pandya’s own Test returns to the No. 7 spot in Tests, it would 
I don’t think they would say no.”Uthappa record, though limited, remains solid, with be wonderful,” Uthappa said. “The way 
also addressed concerns around Pandya’s 532 runs from 11 matches at an average of he’s playing, anything can happen. It’s 
bowling workload in the longest format, 31.29 and 17 wickets at 31.05.cricket. Never say never. If Hardik decides 

Hardik Pandya to make Test comeback Robin 
Uthappa picks all-rounder as ideal no. 7

NEW DELHI. (Agency)  
Head coach Sourav Ganguly is under pressure 

early in his maiden stint as head coach of 
Pretoria Capitals in the SA20, the premier 
T20 competition in South Africa. The 
former India captain will need to get things 
moving forward quickly as the Capitals 
have lost two in two and find themselves 
rooted to fifth spot in the six-team points 
table.After a season-opening defeat to 
Jo’Burg Super Kings, Pretoria were handed 
a comprehensive 48-run hammering by 
SunRisers Eastern Cape at St George’s Park 
in Gqeberha on Monday, December 
29.Ganguly was roped in as head coach 
amid high expectations, having previously 
worked in managerial roles with Delhi 
Capitals, and has former Proteas all-rounder 
Shaun Pollock alongside him as assistant 
coach. Led by the experienced Keshav 
Maharaj, Pretoria will be eager to turn things 
around swiftly and ensure they do not miss 
out on a playoff berth for the third 

successive season.On Monday evening, 
however, Pretoria were thoroughly 
outplayed in all departments as SunRisers 
produced a dominant display in front of a 
packed, orange-clad crowd at South Africa’s 
oldest Test venue.Asked to bat first, 
SunRisers rode on a batting masterclass 
from Quinton de Kock, who thrilled the 
home supporters with a fluent 77 off 47 
balls, striking five fours and six sixes. De 
Kock set the tone early, mixing crisp lofted 
drives with powerful pulls, and found solid 
support in Matthew Breetzke, who scored a 
brisk 52 off 33 deliveries. The duo added a 
rapid 116 runs for the second wicket after 
the early dismissal of Jonny Bairstow, 
completely tilting the momentum in the 
hosts’ favour.

NEW DELHI. (Agency)  

target of 371 to take an early lead in the in his first win as Test captain.Momentum, The year began amid controversy, with Indian 
seriesHaving been outplayed in the opener, however, proved difficult to sustain. After captain Rohit Sharma opting out of the fifth 
Gill took it upon himself to deliver a the emphatic win, India suffered another Test of the Border-Gavaskar Trophy in 

heartbreak, losing the Lord’s Test by a Australia following a poor run of form, a 
narrow margin of 22 runs. The young decision that sparked serious questions 
side, though, showed admirable about his leadership.Although Rohit later 
resilience in the fourth Test, batting an insisted that he was not going anywhere and 
extraordinary 143 overs in the final that the Sydney omission was a one-off, 
innings to secure a hard-fought draw. Indian Test cricket underwent a dramatic 
Then came the series finale at The transformation in the months that followed. 
Oval, where Mohammed Siraj bowled One by one, three of the team’s strongest 
his heart out and exorcised the ghosts pillars, their greatest match-winner in the 
of Lord’s with a thrilling six-run longest format, R Ashwin, the king who bled 
victory, allowing India to begin their white for Test cricket, Virat Kohli, and the 
new era in Test cricket with a hard-leader who held the side together, Rohit, 
earned 2–2 drawn series.The next departed within a short span, leaving gaping 
assignment came at home against the holes in the red-ball setup.

 2025 proved to be a mixed year for Indian counterpunch, producing marathon knocks West Indies, and as expected, the hosts A NEW ERA
cricket, marked by both highs and lows. in both innings of the second Test and crushed the visitors by an innings and 140 The young captain responded admirably to the 
While the Men in Blue tasted success in the amassing a staggering 430 runs in the match runs in the series opener. While another rout responsibility, silencing those who doubted 
white-ball formats—being crowned — the second-highest tally in a single Test appeared inevitable in the second Test, a his calibre away from home with a splendid 
Champions Trophy and Asia Cup winners, after Graham Gooch’s 456. India eventually spirited fightback by the West Indies — after century in the very first Test. However, he 
the famed home fortress once again sealed a commanding 336-run victory, with being asked to follow on — enabled them to received a reality check on his captaincy 
witnessed a painful collapse in Test cricket. Gill claiming the Player of the Match award avoid an innings defeat.debut as England chased down a daunting 

SPORTS

remaining, while Sklokin had about 13. At 
that stage, the young prodigy offered a rook 
exchange. Gukesh was a pawn down, but 
the exchange would have simplified the 
position and offered a realistic path to a 
draw.Gukesh chose a riskier route. 
Rejecting the exchange, he played 70Rf4 in 
an attempt to keep winning chances alive. 
The decision proved costly. Sklokin 
capitalised with precision, soon winning a 
bishop and extending his material edge. 
With his position collapsing and no pawns 
left to fight with, Gukesh resigned roughly 
ten moves later.

Liverpool. (Agency)  
The result stood in contrast to Gukesh’s 

 The unpredictability of blitz chess caught up 
earlier showing at the FIDE World Rapid 

with world champion Gukesh Dommaraju at 
Championship. Competing in the rapid 

the FIDE World Blitz Championship 2025 in 
format, he finished 20th overall, winning 

Doha, where the Indian star suffered a 
six games and losing only two. He was also 

surprise defeat to 12-year-old FIDE Master 
part of the leading group after the opening 

Sergey Sklokin. The loss, which came in the 
day before fading in the later rounds.

third round, was shaped by a late error under 
Ahead of the tournament, Gukesh had 

extreme time pressure and marked a low 
tempered expectations, making it clear that who is rated around 2400. The difference in the gap, the contest remained finely balanced point in Gukesh’s 2025 season.On paper, the 

classical chess remains his strongest format. titles was just as stark. Gukesh is a super deep into the endgame. The defining moment matchup appeared heavily tilted in Gukesh’s 
He described the Rapid and Blitz events as grandmaster with a classical rating above arrived on move 70, when the clock became favour. The reigning world champion 
chances to experiment and play without 2750, while Sklokin holds the FIDE Master the decisive factor. Playing with the black entered the game with a blitz rating of 2628, 
pressure.title, two levels below grandmaster.Despite pieces, Gukesh had only eight seconds standing 228 Elo points clear of Sklokin, 

India's Test report card for 2025: Spark 
abroad, scars at home, chaos within

Gukesh blunders under pressure, loses 
blitz game to 12-year-old prodigy

Ronaldo and Djokovic share the stage, 
respect and lessons to defy age

NEW DELHI. (Agency)  
 Harbhajan Singh has thrown his weight behind 

Shubman Gill following the batter’s omission 
from India’s T20 World Cup 2026 squad, 
warning critics against writing off one of Indian 
cricket’s most gifted players on the back of a 
single setback.Gill, who continues to serve as 
India’s Test and ODI captain, was left out of the 
home T20 World Cup squad as well as the 
accompanying T20I series against New 
Zealand — a decision that sparked debate, 
given his stature and recent leadership 
responsibilities.Addressing the criticism 
surrounding the snub, Harbhajan urged 
patience, insisting that Gill’s exclusion was 
more a reflection of competition and team 
balance than a judgment on his ability.“It is not 
a signal for Gill. He was not taking his place for 
granted, but the competition is so tough that 
there are many players who can take that slot 

and perform well for the team. This is not the 
end of the road for him,” Harbhajan told 
PTI.“He is a great player with beautiful 
technique. I believe he will make a brilliant 
comeback, and we should not forget that he is 
still the Test captain.”The former off-spinner 
also pointed to the explanations offered by the 
team leadership, suggesting that the decision 
was driven by tactical considerations rather 
than form alone.“I was listening to Ajit Agarkar 
and Captain Suryakumar. They were saying 
that Gill was excluded because of the 
combination. They must have taken the call 
depending on the conditions and the 
combination,” Harbhajan added.Gill’s 
omission from the T20 setup comes at a time 
when Indian selectors have leaned towards 
aggressive, flexible batting options at the top, 
with all-rounders and power-hitters favoured to 
suit modern T20 demands. His more measured 
approach, once viewed as an asset, has 
increasingly come under scrutiny in the 
shortest format.

GILL BACK TO THE GRIND
Despite the disappointment, Gill has wasted little 

time sulking.

Shubman Gill naysayers 
warned: World Cup snub not 
the end of  his road in T20Is

NEW DELHI. (Agency)  
Robert Lewandowski has revealed a 

remarkable behind-the-scenes episode from 
last season’s La Liga campaign, admitting 
that FC Barcelona asked him to avoid scoring 
late in the title-winning run-in to prevent 
triggering a bonus payment to Bayern 
Munich. The revelation offers a candid look 
into the financial pressures the club was 
navigating, even while lifting the league 
trophy.Speaking to Polish journalist Bogdan 
Rymanowski, Lewandowski confirmed the 
unusual request and explained that it 
stemmed from Barcelona’s economic 
situation rather than sporting priorities. With 
the title already secured, financial 
calculations came into sharper focus during 
the final weeks of the season.“There are 
things I don’t want to talk about. I respect 
Barcelona and the people who work there a 
lot,” Lewandowski said. “I was aware of the 
club’s situation. There were many other 

situations that needed to be resolved for the 
good of the club.”“In short, it was a bonus, 
and it is known that at that time Barcelona 
looked to save every euro,” he added. “It was 
no small thing. I had no problem with it, but it 
stuck in my head and I wondered whether to 
score a goal or not.”Lewandowski had 
finished the league campaign on 23 goals, 
and a clause in his transfer agreement meant 
that two more goals would have triggered an 
additional 2.5 million euros payment to 
Bayern Munich. Given Barcelona’s ongoing 
financial strain at the time, the club was keen 
to avoid any extra outgoing costs, even those 
l i n k e d  d i r e c t l y  t o  p e r f o r m a n c e  
incentives.While the situation raised 
eyebrows when reports first emerged, 
Lewandowski’s confirmation adds weight to 
how carefully Barcelona were managing 
their finances during that period. For a striker 
whose career has been defined by goals, the 
idea of holding back marked an unusual 
mental challenge, even if it did not alter his 
professional approach.The comments also 
arrive amid growing speculation surrounding 
Lewandowski’s future at Camp Nou. With 
his current contract set to expire at the end of 
the season, interest has reportedly emerged 
from the Saudi Pro League and Major League 
Soccer. 

SA20: Coach Sourav Ganguly 
under early pressure as 

Pretoria Capitals lose 2 in 2

Robert Lewandowski 
exposes Barcelona's 

tactics to dodge bonus 
payments to Bayern

ZThe doyens retired after a 
forgettable tour of  Australia. A 
young leader then took charge and 
showed promise in England. 
However, a crushing home defeat 
against South Africa cast a long 
shadow over the Indian Test team's 
2025 report card.

World champion Gukesh 

Dommaraju suffered a shock blitz 

defeat in Doha. A late blunder under 

time pressure allowed 12-year-old 

prodigy Sergey Sklokin to claim one 

of the biggest upsets of the World 

Blitz Championship.
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The revised allowances will come 
into effect from January 1 and 
apply across multiple categories, 
including domestic layover, night 
operations, deadhead travel and a 
newly introduced tail-swap 
allowance.

New Delhi.(Agency) remains a concern for most unicorns. 
“Profitability remains the exception, India saw five start-ups becoming 
not the norm, among Indian unicorns. unicorns in 2025 against 111 unicorns 
Of the 95 private unicorns that emerging globally. According to 
disclosed financials as of FY24 or Tracxn Geo’s India Tech Annual 
FY25, only 30 are profitable, Funding Report 2025, these five new 
underscoring the structural difficulty unicorns are Raise Financial Services, 
of achieving scale with sustained parent company of Dhan, financial 
margins,” says the report.digital app Navi, food and retail 

grocery platform Jumbotail, retail steel It further says that profitable unicorns 
Mumbai (19), while Chennai and Pune 

provider JSW One MSME, and are disproportionately concentrated in 
have 7 unicorns each. The report notes 

payment orchestration platform B2B, infrastructure, enterprise 
that Tier II and Tier III cities have 

Juspay.The report says that India has applications and fintech, where 
begun producing unicorns, though 

124 unicorns, accounting for 6% of the demand is recurring, pricing power is 
their current emergence remains 

global total, positioning it as the third- stronger and customer acquisition 
limited and sector-specific, largely 

largest unicorn ecosystem after the US costs are structurally on the lower end.
enabled by digital-first distribution, 

(1,104) and China (249). Global Among unicorns, the most valued improving logistics, and localized 
venture capitalists like Tiger Global companies in 2025 are Zerodha ($10.5 execution rather than broad ecosystem 
Management, Peak XV Partners and billion), Fractal Analytics ($2.4 depth. Some of the key unicorns in tier 
Accel continued to be the top investors billion), Rapido ($2.3 billion), Zepto II and III cities are Molbio Diagnostics 
in the unicorns.According to the ($7 billion) and Zeta ($2 billion). As in Salcette (Goa), Slice (Guwahati), 
Tracxn report, India’s unicorn many as seven Unicorns got listed in O f B u s i n e s s  ( A h m e d a b a d ) ,  
ecosystem is highly concentrated in 2025 compared to six in the previous Infra.Market (Thane) and CarDekho 
Bengaluru (52), Gurugram (20) and year.(Jaipur).However,  profitabil i ty 

Explained: Why silver is at record highs 
and what China has to do with it

single day.The disruptions were widely instead of Rs 100, while first officers will instead of Rs 1,500.Meal allowances 
attributed to inadequate planning around receive Rs 75, up from Rs 50.Night during transit for captains have been 
the rollout of revised Flight Duty Time operation allowances have also been doubled to Rs 1,000 from Rs 500.
Limitations (FDTL) norms, which raised. Captains will now earn Rs 2,000 In addition, IndiGo has introduced a 
restrict the number of night tail-swap allowance, which was 
landings a pilot can operate.The not available earlier. Tail-swap 
new rules require airlines to refers to a situation where a 
deploy more pilots for night scheduled aircraft is replaced with 
operations, adding pressure to another aircraft, often at short 
crew availability.Against this notice.
backdrop, IndiGo has revised Sources, however, pointed out that 
upward several allowances paid to the latest hikes restore only about 
pilots. The increases range from as 25 per cent of the allowances that 
little as Rs 25 to as much as Rs w e r e  c u t  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  New Delhi.(Agency) 2,000, depending on the category, implementation of the second 

 IndiGo has raised allowances for its pilots sources said. phase of the FDTL norms in 
by up to Rs 2,000, weeks after the airline R E V I S E D  A L L O WA N C E  November.
cancelled several flights due to pilot STRUCTURE Zfo l lowing  t he  ope ra t i ona l  rostering issues, sources told news Under the revised structure, a captain disruptions earlier this month, agency.The revised allowances will come will now receive Rs 3,000 as aviation safety regulator DGCA directed per night hour, while first officers will into effect from January 1 and apply domestic layover allowance for a 10.01 to IndiGo to reduce its winter schedule by 10 receive Rs 1,000 per hour.Deadhead across multiple categories, including 24-hour layover, up from Rs 2,000 earlier. per cent.allowances, paid when pilots travel as domestic layover, night operations, For first officers, the allowance for the passengers to operate flights from another As of early December, IndiGo employed deadhead travel and a newly introduced same duration has been increased to Rs location, have also been increased. 5,085 pilots, Minister of State for Civil tail-swap allowance.The move follows 1,500 from Rs 1,000. Captains will now receive Rs 4,000 per Aviation Murlidhar Mohol informed the severe disruptions earlier this month, 

For every additional hour beyond the 24- scheduled block hour, up from Rs 3,000, Rajya Sabha in a written reply on when the country’s largest airline 
hour mark, captains will be paid Rs 150 while first officers will be paid Rs 2,000 December 8.cancelled more than 1,600 flights in a 

IndiGo hikes pilot allowances after 
rostering chaos, flight cancellations

Protests erupt in Iran as currency hits 
record low, central bank chief quits

New Delhi.(Agency)
With just one day left before the December 31 

deadline, taxpayers are running out of time to link 
their Permanent Account Number (PAN) with 
Aadhaar. The Income Tax Department has made it 
clear that this linking is compulsory for most 
individuals, and missing the deadline can lead to 
serious financial and tax-related troubles.

The government has been urging taxpayers to 
complete this process well in advance, but many 
are still unaware of the consequences or unsure 
whether the rule applies to them.

WHY PAN–AADHAAR LINKING MATTERS
PAN–Aadhaar linking is now a mandatory 

requirement under Indian tax laws.According to a 
notification issued by the Income Tax Department 
on April 3, 2025, individuals whose PAN was 
issued using an Aadhaar number before October 1, 
2024, must complete the linking process by 
December 31, 2025.WHAT HAPPENS IF YOU 

MISS THE DEADLINE
If the PAN is not linked with Aadhaar by the 

deadline, the PAN may become inoperative from 
January 1, 2026.Failing to link PAN with Aadhaar 
on time can create multiple problems. An 
inoperative PAN means you may not be able to file 
your income tax return or receive any pending tax 
refund. Banks and financial institutions may also 
refuse transactions, like opening bank accounts, 
and carrying out high-value transactions that 
require a valid PAN.Moreover, those who attempt 
to link PAN and Aadhaar after the deadline will 
also have to pay a penalty of Rs 1,000 before the 
process can be completed.

WHO IS LEGALLY EXEMPT FROM 
PAN–AADHAAR LINKING

While the rule applies to most people, the law does 
provide exemptions for certain categories.The 
Aadhaar–PAN linking requirement does not apply 
to individuals residing in Assam, Jammu and 
Kashmir, or Meghalaya. It is also not mandatory 
for non-residents under the Income-tax Act, 1961.

Senior citizens aged 80 years or more at any time 
during the previous year are also exempt

BUSINESS

Only 1 day left for 
PAN–Aadhaar linking deadline: 

Are you legally exempt

New Delhi.(Agency) electrification,” she said.She added country’s largest primary silver mining 
that global monetary conditions have operationHowever, China’s role in the  Silver has been on a remarkable run in 
also played an important role. “Global silver market goes far beyond mining.2025.The metal has surged nearly 
monetary easing and lower real interest Dr Chainani said China plays a critical 180% so far this year, racing to fresh 
rates boosted investment flows into role in refining, fabrication and l ifetime highs and decisively 
ETFs and futures,” Dr Chainani downstream manufacturing. “China outperforming most other asset 
said.Another key trigger has been plays a crucial role in silver refining, classes. Even after a recent pullback, 
investor behaviour. After gold posted f ab r i ca t ion ,  and  downs t r eam silver remains up more than 150% for 
strong gains earlier, many investors manufacturing, particularly for solar the year.Prices recently climbed to 
turned their attention to silver in search panels and electronics,” she said.around $82.5 an ounce, or roughly Rs 
of better returns. “After gold’s strong 254,000 per kg, marking an all-time She explained that China’s tightening 
move, investors also rotated into silver, high.What has really caught investors’ grip on silver exports has become a 
amplifying gains,” she said.attention is not just the scale of the rally major driver of the current rally. 

CHINA CONNECTIONbut also its character. Silver has not “China’s tightening grip on silver 
only touched record levels, but it has One of the most important developments exports has become a key driver of the 
also outperformed gold, which is supporting silver prices has been rally,” Dr Chainani said. From January 
usually the preferred choice for safe- China’s growing influence over the 1, 2026, China plans to introduce a 
haven demand during uncertain global silver market.China was the licencing system for silver exports. 
times.WHY IS SILVER RISING IN world’s second-largest silver producer, “From January 1, 2026, exporters must 
2025? with output of around 3,300 metric obtain government licenses, limited 

tonnes in 2024, accounting for about mainly to large, state-approved firms, Dr Renisha Chainani, Head of Research 
13% of global production. reducing outbound supply,” she said.at Augmont, said the rise in silver 

prices reflects a rare alignment of The country's silver production is spread This move comes at a time when the 
supply and demand pressures. across provinces such as Henan, global silver market is already facing 

Jiangxi and Yunnan. Much of this tight conditions. “With China “Silver’s 182% rally is driven by a rare 
output comes as a byproduct of lead, accounting for about 65% of the global convergence of factors: a multi-year 
zinc and copper mining rather than silver supply, these curbs risk structural supply deficit, falling 
from dedicated silver mines. The disrupting global markets,” Dr inventories, and surging industrial 
Silvercorp Ying complex remains the Chainani said.demand, especially from solar and 

All Australian tariff  lines 
will be zero-duty for Indian 
exports from January 1: 
Piyush Goyal

New Delhi.(Agency) 
All Indian exports will have 100% duty-free access to 

the Australian market from January 2026 under the 
Economic Cooperation and Trade Agreement 
(ECTA) between the two countries, Commerce and 
Industry Minister Piyush Goyal said on Monday. The 
trade deal, initiated three years ago, has led to an 8% 
rise in Indian exports to Australia during the 2024–25 
financial year.“From 1 January 2026, 100% of 
Australian tariff lines will be zero-duty for Indian 
exports, unlocking fresh opportunities for labour-
intensive sectors,” the Minister said in a social media 
post.He added that the agreement has delivered 
tangible results. Over the past three years, the pact 
has driven sustained export growth, deeper market 
access and stronger supply-chain resilience, 
benefiting Indian exporters, MSMEs, farmers and 
workers alike.The free trade agreement was signed 
in April 2022. India’s trade deficit with Australia has 
since narrowed by more than 42%, falling to $6.9 
billion in 2024–25 from $12.06 billion in 
FY2022–23, the year the pact was signed.

Growth in India’s exports to Australia has been led by 
manufacturing sectors such as chemicals, textiles, 
pharmaceuticals, plastics and petroleum products, 
alongside a strong performance by gems and 
jewellery. Exports of gems and jewellery rose 16% 
during April–November 2025. Agricultural exports 
also expanded sharply, driven by fruits and 
vegetables, marine products, spices and a notable 
increase in coffee shipments.The Mutual 
Recognition Arrangement (MRA) on Organic 
Products was signed, marking a major milestone by 
enabling seamless trade and lowering compliance 
costs for exporters,” the Minister said.

Kolkata.(Agency) 
The Centre can revise the interest rates on PPF (Public 

Provident Fund) at the beginning of every quarter, if 
it wants. Accordingly, the interest rates for PPF, as 
indeed of other small savings schemes at the Post 
Office, will come up for revision on Dec 31. If there 
is no change in the PPF rate, the existing annual rate 
of 7.1% will apply for the January-March 2026 
quarter.PPF is one of the instruments of long-term 
asset creation and tax exemption, which were 
launched in the era of controlled economy. 
Introduced in 1968, this scheme has survived the 
transition to a market economy and continues to be 
popular with millions of investors, who want to put a 
part of their funds in a guaranteed-return instrument. 
The most interesting thing to know about in 
circumstances, it could be used to generate cash 
regularly almost like a pension fund.PPF 
accumulation rule

Significantly, there are a couple of rules that enable 
PPF to he used as a pension fund. But the point is the 
withdrawals take place from the accumulated funds 
in PPF and the more the amount, the higher the 
possibility of withdrawal. Therefore let's do a back-
of-the-envelope arithmetic to watch how it can 
happen. The first rule that enables the creation of a 
significant amount is the extension of PPF beyond 
the initial 15 years. It allows one to continue 
investment period in PPF by blocks of 5 years after 
the expiry of initial 15 years. In other words, one can 
invest for 15, 20, 25, 25, 30, 35, 40 years or beyond.

The corollary: if one makes a substantial investment 
every year and the corpus keeps accumulating at 
7.1% for such a long term, one ends up creating a 
sizeable corpus. For the sake of keeping our 
calculation simple, suppose an individual has Rs 1 
crore in his/her PPF account.

5 companies become unicorns in 
2025; only 30 firms are profitable

AI propels layoffs in tech 
sector; companies focus on 
reskilling

Islamic Revolution, the news November. Food prices rose 72 
agency Associated Press per cent year-on-year, while 
reported.The IRNA news health and medical items 
agency  conf i rmed  the  jumped 50 per cent, figures 
protests, while witnesses said many critics say point toward 
similar rallies broke out in looming hyperinflation.

Iran's economic woes are closely Isfahan, Shiraz and Mashhad. 
tied to sanctions. The rial In some areas of Tehran, 
traded at about 32,000 to the police fired tear gas to 
dollar when the 2015 nuclear disperse crowds.Monday's 
deal eased international demonstrations were the 
restrictions in exchange for largest since 2022, when New Delhi.(Agency)
l imits on Iran's nuclear nationwide protests erupted Iran was jolted by one its biggest protests in 
program. The agreement after the death of 22-year-old three years on Monday after the rial, the 
collapsed after Donald Trump Mahsa Jina Amini in police country's currency, collapsed to a record 
withdrew the United States custody. Amini had been low against the US dollar, triggering fresh 

The unrest follows a dramatic plunge in the from the deal in 2018, detained by Iran's morality anger over soaring prices and forcing the 
rial, which fell to 1.42 million to the dollar u n l e a s h i n g  r e n e w e d  e c o n o m i c  police for allegedly violating hijab rules, resignation of the country's central bank 
on Sunday before recovering slightly to pressure.Uncertainty has also grown after sparking months of unrest.Witnesses told chief.State television reported that 
around 1.38 million on Monday. When June's 12-day war involving Iran and the Associated Press that many traders Mohammad Reza Farzin, head of Iran's 
Farzin took office in 2022, the currency Israel, with fears of a broader conflict that shut their shops in protest and urged Central Bank, had stepped down as 
was trading at roughly 430,000 to the could draw in the United States weighing others to do the same. The semiofficial demonstrators poured into parts of Tehran 
dollar.The rapid depreciation has on markets. In September, the United ILNA news agency reported that business and other major cities. Traders and 
intensified inflationary pressures, driving Nations reimposed nuclear-related activity slowed sharply, even though shopkeepers rallied along Saadi Street in 
up the cost of food and daily essentials and sanctions on Iran through the so-called some shops remained open. A day earlier, downtown Tehran and in the Shush area 
squeezing household budgets. According snapback mechanism, freezing assets protests had been limited to two mobile near the capital's main Grand Bazaar — a 
to Iran's state statistics centre, inflation abroad, halting arms transactions and markets in downtown Tehran, where powerful symbol of political change since 
stood at 42.2 per cent in December, up imposing penalties linked to Iran's demonstrators chanted anti-government merchants there helped fuel the 1979 
from a year earlier and higher than in ballistic missile program.slogans.

New Delhi.(Agency)
 As artificial intelligence (AI) adoption accelerates, 

India’s information technology (IT) and start-up 
sectors are undergoing a period of upheaval marked 
by job cuts and growing uncertainty over the future 
role of programmers and coders.

Recently, IT industry veteran and Infosys co-founder N 
R Narayana Murthy said modern technologies would 
eliminate routine roles in the sector. Echoing this 
view, the Economic Survey 2024–25 noted that 
emerging technologies pose both threats and 
opportunities for labour markets worldwide.

With companies increasingly focusing on machine 
learning (ML), the sector is expected to see the 
elimination of mundane roles such as data entry and 
basic coding. Automating routine tasks helps firms 
reduce recurring manpower costs by replacing them 
with one-time capital investments in technology.

India’s largest IT services provider, Tata Consultancy 
Services (TCS), undertook a major resizing exercise 
this year, announcing plans to lay off 2% of its 
workforce, or about 12,000 employees. However, 
employees and IT unions alleged that nearly 38,000 
staff were terminated in the second quarter. TCS said 
in a statement that it has so far laid off around 6,500 
employees.In April, reports suggested that Infosys 
laid off nearly 800 freshers—onboarded in October 
2024—from its Mysuru campus for failing internal 
assessments, though the company denied the claims. 
In October, quick-commerce platform Zepto 
reportedly laid off 300 employees, with nearly 1,000 
jobs lost since the start of the year. Ola’s AI arm, 
Krutrim, has also laid off close to 200 employees in 
2025, including about 50 from its linguistics team, as 
part of a strategic realignment.

According to staffing firm Xpheno, nearly 7,700 senior 
professionals in the IT industry exited their jobs 
between mid-2024 and mid-2025 due to AI adoption, 
automation, economic pressures, and overhiring 
during the COVID-19 pandemic.

PPF rates to come up for 
revision tmrw: Know how it 
can be used as a pension 
fund

 

Iran's largest protests in three years 
erupted after the rial plunged to a record 
low, driving up prices, forcing the central 
bank chief's resignation and intensifying 
anger over inflation and economic 
mismanagement.
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Career

The recipe for success is a complicated one. 
It takes a lot of talent, a little bit of luck and a 
relentless work ethic but even those three 
ingredients won't guarantee success. It 
takes one more thing, and it's something that 
is often overlooked. The one thing you can't 
accomplish goals without is clarity. While 
there are several types of clarity -mental, 
physical, emotional, spiritual -mental 

clarity is the most vital when it comes to 
achieving an objective. The good news is 
that there are plenty of ways to obtain 
mental clarity. Practising the methods 
below will jumpstart your productivity, 
declutter your life and allow you to make 
progress towards any goal that you set.

Mental Clarity
What is mental clarity? When I asked 

superathlete and best-selling author of 
Finding Ultra, Rich Roll, he described 
mental clarity like this: "Mental clarity is 
when you are deeply acquainted with your 
highest self.When you truly understand who 
you are, what is important and the trajectory 
ahead.Mental clarity is when your life and 
vocation become an extension of your best, 
most authentic self."

In other words, you have to know what you 
want and be willing to do everything in 
your power to reach that goal. The key is 

having a clear and concise 
goal. Any ambiguity in your 

plans will ultimately lead to 
negative outcomes, extra steps 

andor complications while 
trying to reach that goal.

Setting Goals
There is a huge difference 

between setting a goal and 
wanting to accomplish something. 

The goal-setting process is much 
more than simply saying, "I want to 

lose some weight." Collecting your 
thoughts and setting a proper goal is a 

lost art, like the midrange jump shot in 
the NBA or having actual face-to-face 

conversations without looking at your 
iPhone. Here is 
an easy, 4-step 
g o a l - s e t t i n g  
hack that will 
t a k e  y o u r  
efficiency to 
the next level. 
Do this once 
every three 
months. It's a 
g a m e -
changer.
Brain dump
G r a b  a  
notebook 
and a pen. 
P u t  
yourself  
in a quiet 
environ
m e n t  
with no 
distracti

o n s .  Wr i t e  d o w n  
literally everything you've ever thought 
about accomplishing. Do this for at least 30 
minutes.

Organisation
Look at everything you jotted down during 
your brain dump and organise each line 
item into a category. You can choose the 
categories -maybe you just choose two: 
wants and needs. Maybe you go a different 
route and separate them into categories of 
life, like career, fitness, relationship, 
finances and personal. Whatever you think 
is best for you and your list, use that. While 
you organise these items, you'll weed out 
the weak entries. Remember, a goal is 
supposed to be SMART (specific, 
measurable, achievable, relevant and time-
based). During the organisation process 
you'll run into some not-so-smart things 
you wrote down. Ditch them. Focus on the 
good stuff.

Prioritisation
This is where you prioritise everything 
remaining on your list. I use a strategy 
called the Prioritisation Matrix.Take a look 
at each item on your list and rank it based 

on 1) doability and 2) impact.Draw a 
graph where the x-axis represents the 
doability of that task and the y-axis 
represents the impact of that task -each on 
a 1 (low) to 5 (high) scale.
Map the points on this graph by analysing 
the impact doability of each task on your 
list. Be brutally honest with yourself. 
When it comes to doability, think about 
time commitment, any expenses that you 
may incur and any resources you need to 
complete the task. As you map out the 
graph, the items that wind up in the top 
right corner will be ones with a high 
impact and a high level of doability. 
Those are the ideas that you should focus 
on first and foremost. Don't do away with 
the ideas that didn't make the cut just yet. 
They will still need to get done, but the 
priority is placed on the top right corner of 
the graph first.
The next step is when you bring 
everything together and start to work 
towards each goal.

Action plan
Now you have 4-6 great ideas that will 
impact your life in a major way. Create an 
action plan for each item. This is when 
you apply the SMART characteristics to 
each of these important ideas. Think 
Who? What? When? Where? Why? For 
example, if one of your general ideas was, 
"I want to get fit," and you determined 
that the impact and doability were both 
high, this is when you specify what "fit" 
means to you - do you want to lose weight 
or gain muscle? Remember "success" is 
subjective and specific to you. Your final 
goal may be, "I want to lose 20 pounds 
before my wedding on August 27, 2016." 
This goal is specific and measurable 
because you have an exact amount of 
weight you want to lose. It's attainable 
and relevant because you've given 
yourself six months to do this and it 
directly affects your wedding day.
Lastly, the goal is time-based because 
you've given yourself a deadline of 
August 27. Now that you have a great 
goal in place, you can create a plan of 
attack. Research weight loss concepts. 
Contact a weight loss or fitness specialist. 
Join a gym or a hire a professional to help. 
Track monthly progress, breaking the 
goal up into six monthly mini-goals. 
Dominate! Follow the same guidelines 
for all of the major goals from the top 
right portion of the graph. Turn the rest of 
the items into a to-do list with deadlines. 
You can apply the SMART guidelines to 
those as well, if time allows.

The Big Picture
What you need is a clear understanding of 
who you are, what you want to 
accomplish and how you're going to 
accomplish it. When it comes to goals, 
any uncertainty of even the most 
minuscule details can lead to you slipping 
up on what you're aiming for. Be strict and 
disciplined, but have fun and enjoy the 
journey -not just the destination.

Productivity

Tips for a Personal 

Personal Interview is the foremost tool to 
judge the abilities of a person. In the face-to-
face contact between the interviewer & 
interviewee, it is possible to record more than 
only verbal responses; which are often 
supe r f i c i a l .  When  human  be ings  
communicate directly with each other, much 
more information is communicated. The 
nature of  words used,  facial  
express ions  & 
body language- 
together contribute 
in judging a person. 
According to Meha 
Bhargava, an Image 
M a n a g e m e n t  
professional, you 
m u s t  k e e p  t h e  
following in mind 
while going for an 
interview.
Do the Research
Extensively research 
not just about the 
p r o f i l e  y o u  a r e  
interviewed for, but 
the company profile, 
their achievements, 
their story of success, 
t h e i r  
products&services,thei
r targetmarket etc.. All 
this will make you 
confident enough to 
answer every question 
diligently.
Look sharp
Being smartly and elegantly dressed not only 
makes you feel good but also has a strong 
impact on the interviewer. Like the mantra 
'The way you dress, defines the way you 
think, act and how other's react'
Listen carefully

Giving full attention to not only what is said 
but also to what is not said will make you 
know about what they have in store for you. 
Sometimes important things are left unsaid 
between the lines, make sure you catch up to 
every bit.
Show enthusiasm with body language
A firm handshake, smile, eye contact and 

positive responses ensure 
that the interviewer feels 
confident in you and 
your abilities to be hired. 
What you feel reflects 
by your body language. 
E v e n  i f  y o u  a r e  
nervous, don't let it 
show. Sit in a correct, 
firm and comfortable 
p o s t u r e  a v o i d  
fidgeting with your 
legs, or hands. This 
d i s t r a c t s  t h e  
interviewer and gives 
an impression of a 
feeble personality.
Answer only what is 
asked
Do listen carefully 
what you are being 
asked, if you don't 
u n d e r s t a n d  
confirm it again 
a n d  w h i l e  
answering do not 

deviate from one thing to another. 
Straightforward and to the point answers 
are only what they love to hear.
Ask questions
Don't be blank at the end of the interview, 
ask questions, be it on your profile, about 
the company, pay working hours etc. No 
questions give an impression of disinterest 
in the company and the job. But make sure 
your questions are appropriate.

InterviewInterview
Being confident is one thing and being 
o v e r c o n f i d e n t  q u i t e  a n o t h e r.  
Researchers have found that those who 
think intelligence is fixed and 
unchangeable tend to be more 
overconfident.
"Such people tend to maintain their 
overconfidence by concentrating on the 
easy parts of tasks while spending as 
little time as possible on the hard parts of 
tasks," said Joyce Ehrlinger from 
Washington State University in the US.
"A little bit of overconfidence can be 
helpful, but larger amounts of 
overconfidence can lead people to make 
bad decisions and to miss out on 
opportunities to learn," Ehrlinger added 
in the paper to be published in March in 
the Journal of Experimental Social 
Psychology.
But people who hold a growth mindset -- 
meaning they think intelligence is a 
changeable quality -- spend more time 
on the challenging parts of tasks, 

Consequently, their levels of confidence 
are more in line with their abilities.
The researchers note that overconfidence 
is a documented problem for drivers, 
motorcyclists, bungee jumpers, doctors 
and lawyers.
According to the first of three studies, the 
researchers found that students who hold a 
fixed mindset about intelligence were 
more overconfident  about  their  
performance on a multiple-choice test 

than those with a growth mindset.
The second study found that students with 
fixed mindsets devoted less attention to 
difficult problems and, consequently, 
displayed more overconfidence than those 
with growth mindsets.
Further evidence for this conclusion came 
from a third study, which showed that 
forcing fixed theorists to really look at the 
difficult as well as the easy parts of an 
intellectual task shook their confidence, 
inspiring more accurate impressions of 
their performance.
"We know that students' beliefs about 
intelligence are very consequential in the 
classroom and that interventions teach 
students a growth mindset lead to 
improvements in their grades," Ehrlinger 
said.
"We also know that being overconfident 
keeps people from learning. You have to 
understand and acknowledge what you 
don't yet know in order to truly learn," 
Ehrlinger explained.

People over-claim their contributions in larger teams
Size of a team can lead people to inflate their own contributions while 
diminishing their team members' work, and bigger the teams, the 
more individual members of a team "over-claim" their contributions, 
says a study.
The findings, to be published in the Journal of Experimental 
Psychology: Applied, do not suggest that people 
intend to take more credit than due.
Instead, people inadvertently fail to account for 
everyone's contributions because they are 
naturally egocentric, and it is harder to consider 
everyone's contributions when groups are larger, 
the researchers said.
"People were surprised about the extent that 
over-claiming occurs. They think their reporting 
is accurate," said study co-author Juliana 
Schroeder, assistant professor of management at 
University of California Berkeley's Haas School 
of Business.
In a series of experiments, the study participants - 699 MBA students 
enrolled in a negotiations course - answered six questions to measure 
how much work they claimed.
For example, they were asked, "Of the total work that your study 

group did last semester, what percent of the work do you feel like 
you personally contributed?" based on categories such as preparing 
case write-ups; providing insights; proposing teamwork 
suggestions, raising key questions; and providing answers to other 

group member's questions.
The study offered no reward for over-claiming 
one's contribution.
The math did not add up. The percentages 
consistently added up to more than 100 percent, 
indicating over-claiming. Teams with eight or 
more members claimed credit totaling more than 
140 percent!
The researchers also conducted experiments with 
academic authors, museum visitors, and a large-
sale national sample - producing similar results 
supporting over-claiming.
To reduce over-claiming, "when you have large 

groups, you might want to consider breaking down the group into 
smaller teams," Schroeder suggested.
"It is also important to make the workflow very clear. If assignments 
are clearly divided, it is easier for people to remember who is doing 
what," Schroeder noted.

How to boost your 

Tips for a  Personal Overconfidence leads to bad decision-making
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