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The Sikh Times
New Delhi : Delhi Police continued its

efforts to promote cyber safety and digital
awareness by organizing a comprehensive
Citywide Cyber Awareness
Campaign during this festive
season. The campaign was con-
ducted across all 15 police dis-
tricts of Delhi at one prominent
location each having high public
footfall, such as markets and
malls, to effectively reach a
large and diverse audience. The
primary objective was to edu-
cate citizens on cyber-crimes,
online frauds, safe digital prac-
tices, and essential precaution-
ary measures to stay protected
while using online platforms.

The cyber awareness initia-
tive was executed in a well-planned manner
using innovative and interactive methods to
maximize public engagement and impact.

On Ground Outreach Programme 

The ground-level outreach programme
was held today at one prominent location each
in all 15 police districts. Several interactive
learning activities, including cyber safety

quizzes and games, were organized to active-
ly engage the public. To encourage participa-
tion and acknowledge public involvement,
small gift items carrying printed cyber aware-
ness messages were distributed to the partic-

ipants. Additionally, standees and posters on
cyber safety awareness were displayed at the
venues, lectures, question-answer sessions,
captivating Nukkad Natak performances on

cybercrime awareness highlighting
the importance of online safety were
also held. The primary objective of the
programme was to disseminate cru-
cial cyber safety messages to a large
audience congregating in markets and
public areas during the festive period.
Citizens were counselled to exercise
vigilance, refrain from sharing person-
al or sensitive information online, and
promptly report cyber-crime related
incidents to the concerned authorities.
This citywide campaign is a compo-
nent of Delhi Police's ongoing initia-
tives to combat cybercrime, undertak-
en under the leadership of Sh. Satish

Golchha, IPS, Commissioner of Police, Delhi.
Recently, Delhi Police has organised multiple
cyber safety awareness programmes, reaf-
firming its commitment to ensuring citizen
safety in the digital domain.

Delhi Police Roll Out ‘Santa Ki Seekh’
Cyber Awareness Drive”

Punjab recognised as
“Top Achiever” in Ease
of Doing Business by
Government of India

The Sikh Times
Chandigarh, December 25: Cabinet

Minister Sanjeev Arora today said that Punjab
has attracted 1.50 lakh crore (approximately
USD 19 billion) in investments since the forma-
tion of the AAP Government, resulting in the
generation of more than five lakh employment
opportunities across the State. He said this
reflects the Government’s firm commitment to
making Punjab a preferred destination for
investors and a leading industrial hub. Major
Investments announce for Punjab in last 5
months are  HPCL Mittal Energy Limited
(HMEL) – 2,600 Crores, Vardhman Steels-
3,000 Crores, Trident Group – ?2,000 Crores,
IOL Chemicals & Pharmaceuticals Limited –
1,400 Crores, Happy Forgings Limited – 1,000
Crores, Veerka Beverages Private Limited –
987 Crores, Fortis Healthcare (Mohali) – 900
Crores, Amber Enterprises India Limited – 500
Crores, Infosys Limited – 285 crore, Toppan
Speciality Films Pvt. Ltd – 300–400 Crores.
Highlighting the future roadmap, the Minister
informed that the 6th Progressive Punjab
Investors Summit-2026 will be held from
March 13 to 15, 2026, at Mohali, which is
expected to provide a major boost to the State’s
industrial ecosystem. He stated that the recent
Japan and South Korea visits to Tokya, Osaka
& Seoul were highly successful, and significant
fresh investments are expected following the
overseas outreach, opening new avenues for
foreign entrepreneurs. To further facilitate
investments, the State Government is ensuring
that all industrial approvals are granted within
a timeline of 5 to 45 days. Punjab has been
awarded “Top Achiever” status under the
Business Reforms Action Plan (BRAP)-2024 by
the Government of India, he added. In a major
relief to industry and traders, the State has
introduced a single 0.25% stamp duty on the
total loan amount, covering all related instru-
ments and capped at ?5 lakh. Additionally, the
registration fee on Equitable Mortgage has
been reduced from ?1,00,000 to 1,000.
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NOIDA.(Agency)
 Calendar year 2025 is almost up and the 

answer to whether Noida International 
Airport (NIA) will become operational 
this fiscal, which is by March 31, 2026, 
should be known on Christmas.

Union aviation secretary Samir Sinha will on 
Thursday hold a review of the status of the 
airport – which still has some key 
elements, including the critical perimeter 
wall, unfinished – with all agencies 
involved, based on which its readiness for 
inauguration will be decided. After formal 
inauguration, at least 45 days are required 
for an airport to become operational.

A source close to developments told TOI, 
"NIA's perimeter wall was not ready till 
very recently. In its absence, watch towers 
have been set up at regular intervals on the 
perimeter that require proper illumination. 

Passenger flow areas for arrivals and 
departures are porous at some points, due 
to which there is a potential for mix-ups 
happening, like arriving flyers passing on 
stuff to departing ones and vice-versa. This 
needs to be plugged."Besides, bomb 
disposal equipment at the airport is yet to 
be certified by Central Industrial Security 
Force. The aviation ministry, meanwhile, 

has taken up the issue of the NIA CEO, 
Christoph Schnellmann, being an 
expat with the home ministry. 

They are learnt to have pointed out that 
the CEOs of both Air India and IndiGo 
are foreign nationals as well."We 
expect to resolve this issue, too," a 
source said.Schnellmann is an old 
India hand and was involved with the 
c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  B e n g a l u r u ' s  
Kempegowda International Airport in 
2007-08. Foreign CEOs for greenfield 
airports need security clearance from 

the home ministry.Secretary Sinha on 
Thursday will meet senior officials of 
agencies like Bureau of Civil Aviation 
Security (BCAS), CISF and Directorate 
General of Civil Aviation, apart from 
executives of NIA. Once these issues are 
resolved, an inauguration date will be 
sought from the Prime Minister's Office.

Secondary pollutants drive a third of 
PM2.5 load in Haryana, says study

Unfinished wall, ‘porous’ passenger area: What’s 
delaying Noida airport; PMO to decide inauguration date

City shows caring side as chill 
hits most vulnerable

Gurgaon.(Agency)
 A man was arrested on Wednesday for 

allegedly opening fire at his neighbour 
following a dispute over water flowing 
onto the street from his house in Bar 
Gurjar village.Police said the accused, 
Dinesh alias Dhanni, first threatened 
the victim, Jayveer Rathi, a building 
material supplier, over the phone 
around 9pm on Tuesday, warning him 
to stop the water leakage or face 
consequences. "The caller told him, ‘I 
will shoot you," an officer said.

About an hour later, the accused allegedly 
arrived at Rathi's house in a black Thar 
SUV and opened fire while Rathi was 
standing outside his house. Rathi ran 
inside to save himself, after which the 
accused allegedly fired three to four 
more rounds, damaging two parked 
cars — a Maruti Brezza and a Swift — 
before fleeing. Police said the vehicle's 
registration number could not be noted. 
Police from Bar Gurjar police post 
under Kherki Daula police station 
reached the spot. A crime scene team 
inspected the area and collected 
evidence.Based on Rathi's complaint 
and a preliminary probe, a case was 
registered under Section 109 (attempt 
to murder) of BNS and sections 25, 54 
and 59 of the Arms Act at Kherki Daula 
police station. Dinesh was arrested on 
Wednesday evening by a team from the 
Manesar crime branch. A preliminary 
interrogation revealed that the accused, 
a farmer, had repeatedly asked Rathi to 
divert the water flowing onto the street, 
leading to frequent disputes between 
them. "Frustrated, Dinesh, along with 
his accomplices, carried out the firing," 
the officer said. "The accused is being 
interrogated to identify and trace his 
accomplices, as well as to recover the 
weapon and the vehicle used in the 
crime," the officer added.

A relative of the complainant said both 
families share the same compound and 
had argued earlier in the evening over 
water flowing from Rathi's house onto 
the road. "Later that night, he called and 
threatened to kill him," the relative 

DEHLI/NCR

Roads under water; trees & poles 
uprooted: Cities on knees again

Noida/Ghaziabad. The showers that started Friday 
and continued on Sunday has led to heavy 
waterlogging in Noida and Ghaziabad.

A park for children in Noida Sector 51 has turned into 
a shallow pool, while parks and green belts in 
sectors 119, 12, 30, 120, etc., also remained out of 
bounds due to flooding.Low-lying areas, like 
Botanical Garden Metro station in Noida and Jagat 
Farm Market in Greater Noida, are under at least 
two feet of water. Meanwhile, residents reported 
flooded roads and basements in Noida sectors 22, 
30, 36, 51, 62, 71, 104, 105, 72, 117, 122, 99, 
etc.The picture is similar in Ghaziabad, with Abhay 
Khand, Loni, and Muradnagar facing waterlogging.

Late on Sunday, following reports of 12 people stuck 
in Tronica City due to heavy waterlogging, a team 
of Ghaziabad NDRF carried out a rescue operation. 
Considering a warning of heavy rain ahead, NDRF 
teams are on high alert for emergency response in 
Noida and Ghaziabad.Residents blamed the 
authorities for not taking adequate measures to 
check flooding.“The Noida Authority failed to 
prepare for the monsoon in advance. All its claims 
have fallen flat. In Sector 51, people are wading 
through one-and-a-half feet to two feet of water. 
The Sunday showers also left houses and basements 
flooded.

News box

2 attack doctor with scissors 
at his clinic in Gurgaon, snatch 
cash

 Faridabad.(Agency)
. Two men were arrested on Wednesday for allegedly 

entering an eye clinic, assaulting a doctor with scissors 
and looting cash from the clinic in SGM Nagar. Police 
recovered Rs 70,000 from the accused so far.

The incident occurred on Dec 21, when the doctor, Rahul, 
was present at his clinic near Sharma Chowk. Police said 
two youths — Sunil Chaudhary alias Sonu and Robin 
Sharma alias Ganju, both residents of SGM Nagar — 
entered the clinic and began abusing him. When Rahul 
objected, Robin allegedly picked up a pair of scissors 
lying on a table and attacked him, while both accused 
assaulted the doctor.The duo then allegedly looted Rs 
1.10 lakh from the clinic's cash drawer and fled. 
Following the complaint, an FIR was registered at the 
SGM Nagar police station.During interrogation, police 
found that Sunil's father had earlier asked the doctor to 
help sell his house, and Rahul had been sending 
prospective buyers to their residence. However, Sunil 
was opposed to selling the property, which led to a 
dispute.Police said Sunil first came to the clinic and 
argued with the doctor. He later called Robin, and the 
two then allegedly carried out the assault, with Robin 
attacking Rahul with scissors and Sunil looting the cash.

Both accused were produced before a court and remanded 
to two days of police custody for further interrogation.

Gurgaon.(Agency)
Secondary pollutants, particularly 

ammonium sulfate, contribute to one-
third of PM 2.5 load in most districts of 
Haryana, including Gurgaon, a new 
analysis by Centre for Research on 
Energy and Clean Air (CREA) has 
revealed. According to the district-level 
data, ammonium sulfate concentrations 
range from 12 to 20 micrograms per cubic 
meter, accounting for 29% to 34% of the 
total PM2.5 mass.Faridabad is the most-
affected area, with ammonium sulfate 
contributing 34% to PM2.5 levels at an 
average concentration of 20 µg/m³. 
Similarly, Gurgaon, Sonipat, and Palwal 
report a 33% contribution each with 
concentrations nearing 19 µg/m³. Rohtak 
and Jhajjar also record high levels, with 
ammonium sulfate comprising about 
32% of PM2.5.The findings support 
earlier state-level research indicating that 
nearly one-third of Haryana's annual 
PM2.5 pollution is secondary, formed in 
the atmosphere rather than emitted 
directly. Even districts with lower overall 
pollution levels exhibit a large volume of 
secondary components. For instance, 
Panchkula and Yamunanagar report 

a v e r a g e  a m m o n i u m  s u l f a t e  
concentrations of 12 µg/m³, making up 
30% of PM2.5. In Ambala, the 
contribution increases to 31%, while 
Sirsa records a slightly lower share of 
29%.Central and western Haryana 
districts, including Hisar, Fatehabad, 
Karnal, Kaithal, Jind, and Nuh, display a 
consistent pattern, with ammonium 
sulfate contributing between 31% and 
32% of PM2.5 mass. Mahendragarh, 
Bhiwani, and Charkhi Dadri also fall 
within this range, despite variations in 
local sources and population density.

The data underlines that fine particle 
pollution in Haryana is not solely driven 
by local dust, traffic, or construction 
activities. 

A major portion is secondary PM2.5, 
formed from precursor gases like sulfur 
dioxide, nitrogen oxides, and ammonia, 
which undergo chemical reactions in the 
atmosphere. Ammonium sulfate emerges 
as a dominant component.

CREA's analysis coincides with the 
Centre's consideration of revisions to 
National Clean Air Programme. Experts 
have consistently cri t icised the 
programme's focus on PM10 and visible 

dust, arguing that it inadequately 
addresses secondary PM2.5, which 
transcends district and state boundaries.

Manoj Kumar, an India analyst at CREA, 
stated, "What the district-level data from 
Haryana shows clearly is that secondary 
pollution, especially ammonium sulfate, 
is not a marginal or seasonal issue but a 
structural driver of PM2.5. In most 
districts, it accounts for nearly one-third 
of fine particulate pollution, with places 
like Faridabad, Gurgaon, and Sonipat 
seeing contributions of 33–34%. This 
kind of pollution is formed in the 
atmosphere from precursor gases, mainly 
sulfur dioxide, which means focusing 
only on visible dust or PM10 will not 
deliver sustaned air quality improvement.

"India remains the world's largest emitter of 
sulfur dioxide, with coal-fired power 
plants being the primary contributors. 
CREA has warned that unless SO2 and 
other precursor gases are strictly 
controlled, including through stringent 
norms for power plants, PM2.5 levels in 
Haryana and broader NCR are unlikely to 
see sustained reductions, even if 
measures to control local dust and traffic 
improve.

Noida.(Agency)
  In a city better known for its glass towers 

and gated enclaves, a quieter response to 
winter has been unfolding after dark.

As temperatures drop across Noida and 
Greater Noida, residents and small social 
groups have begun stepping out at night to 
help those sleeping on pavements, bus 
stops and under flyovers survive the cold. 
Some carry flasks of tea and packets of 
biscuits to night shelters. Others move 
through neighbourhoods with bundles of 
blankets, woollens and basic medicines.

Over the last week, members of Jeevan 
Arpan Social Service (JASS), a motley 
group of young professionals, have been 
moving through central Noida, stopping 
wherever they find people sleeping on the 
medians or bus stops. The volunteers 
usually gather late in the evening, after 
work hours, distributing blankets and 
checking if anyone needs medical 
attention."We started this drive around 

Dec 20," said Nishu Upadhyay, a member 
of the group. "The idea was simple. No 
one should suffer or die because of the 
cold." Over the past few days, the team 
has distributed 15 to 20 blankets across 
sectors, including 42, 43, 18 and 37.

Similar efforts are playing out across the 
city. Pawan Yadav, a resident of Sector 

100, has been organising food and 
clothing for homeless people in his area, 
while Balraj Goel, a resident of Sector 12, 
is focusing on medical assistance and 
shelter.Goel is a volunteer at Apna Ghar, a 
shelter home in Sector 34, where he often 
brings people found sleeping on the 
streets. A few days ago, Goel and his wife, 

Shalu, found a woman in her forties 
sitting at a bus stop in Sector 27. She told 
them she was the Prime Minister and was 
waiting for an official trip. "We realised 
she was not mentally stable," Shalu said. 
The couple helped move her to the Sector 
34 shelter, which is run largely by 
volunteers.Another elderly woman, 
around 65, was rescued from a street in 
Sector 37 last week. On Wednesday, 
volunteers from the shelter also 
distributed blankets at Kanchanjunga 
market in Sector 53.In Greater Noida, 
residents have also stepped in. Harinder 
Bhati, who lives in Beta 1, has been 
arranging tea, biscuits and sweets for 
people staying at the Pari Chowk night 
shelter. The Greater Noida Authority 
operates several such shelters during 
winter, but residents say community 
participation remains critical. "This 
works only when people come together," 
Bhati said.

Spat over water 
spirals out of  control, 

man opens fire at 
neighbour in Gurgaon

Festive cheer! Excise dept issues 176 booze permits
NOIDA.(Agency)

Noida: The excise department 
has issued 176 occasional 
party licences in the city so 
far for Christmas Eve, 
Christmas Day, New Year's 
Eve, and New Year's Day, as 
authorities gear up to 
regulate alcohol service 
during the festive season. 
Each licence is valid for 12 
hours on the specified 
date.According to officials, 
56 licences were issued for 
D e c  2 4 ,  a n d  5 9  f o r  
Christmas Day. With year-
e n d  c e l e b r a t i o n s  
approaching, 33 licences 
have so far been issued for 
Dec 30 and another 28 for 
Dec 31. The number of 
licences for Dec 30 and 31 is 
expected to rise further as 
applications continue to 
come in, officials said, 
adding that licences can be 
also obtained on the same 
day through the department's 
online portal.Of the total 
licences issued across the 
four days, around 80% — 
approximately 140 licences 
— have been issued to 
RWAs and gated housing 
s o c i e t i e s  p l a n n i n g  
community celebrations 
where alcohol will be 

served. The remaining licences 
have been issued to restaurants, 
banquet  hal ls  and other  
establishments that do not hold 
permanent bar licences but 
intend to serve alcohol during 
Christmas and New Year parties. 
For such commercial venues, 
the cost of an occasional bar 
licence is Rs 11,000 for 12 
hours.

Under the Uttar Pradesh Excise 
Policy for 2024–25, the state 
introduced separate categories 
of occasional licences for house 

parties and for events organised 
by RWAs and housing societies. 
Earlier, both were clubbed under 
a single category.For individuals 
hosting private house parties 
with no commercial or profit-
making activity.

2 held for playing loud music 
in residential area in Gurgaon

Gurgaon.(Agency)
Three men were arrested for allegedly cheating people by 

luring them into fake cryptocurrency investment 
schemes through social media platforms.

The accused used advertisements promising high returns 
on investments and also targeted people by promising 
them work-from-home jobs.The accused were 
identified as Vijender (23) of Kankariya village in Dausa 
district; Dilkhush (21) and Vivek Kumar (18), both 
residents of Bagdi village in the same district. The fraud 
came to light following a complaint filed on March 7.

our mobile phones were recovered from their possession, 
said police, adding that the main bank account holder, 
Vijender, along with his two associates were nabbed.

It was found that Rs 73,556 from the cheated amount was 
transferred into Vijender's bank account. Investigators 
revealed that he sold his bank account to Dilkhush for Rs 
10,000, who in turn sold it to Vivek for Rs 20,000 to 
facilitate the fraud.

Fake crypto investment racket 
busted in Gurgaon, 3 held

Noida.(Agency)
A security guard and a senior manager working for 

Elan Group were arrested for allegedly playing loud 
music in a residential area beyond the permitted time 
and without mandatory permission, causing 
disturbance to residents. Police said that around 
11pm on Monday, an emergency response vehicle 
(ERV) team alerted Sector-50 police station about 
extremely loud music being played at a realty project 
on Sohna Road, located in a residential 
neighbourhood.A police team reached the spot and 
found the DJ music being played at a high volume. 
The music was immediately stopped, and organisers 
were asked to produce permission documents, which 
they failed to do, assuring officers they would submit 
them the next morning.However, no permission 
letter issued by any competent authority was 
produced on Tuesday. Police said the mmusic was 
played after 10 pm in violation of court orders and 
noise pollution norms, disturbing public peace. A 
case was subsequently registered at Sector-50 police 
station under relevant sections of BNS.

TOI contacted Elan Group. However, the company has 
denied the allegations.The accused were identified 
as Amarjeet (55), a resident of Mundka in Delhi, and 
Keshav (30), a resident of Tatarpur village. Police 
said Amarjeet had been working as a security head 
with the firm for 15 years, while Keshav was 
employed as a senior manager for around one-and-a-
half years. Both accused have been formally joined 
in the investigation.

Cracker sparks burn down 3 shops, 6 bikes

1st-yr engg student dies by suicide in Gr Noida hostel

Noida.(Agency)
 Residents have urged Greater Noida 

Industrial Development Authority 
(GNIDA) to address the poor condition 
of parks and green belts, particularly in 
Beta 1, Gamma 1, and the area from Pari 
Chowk to Surajpur. They complained 
about missing grass and piles of 
construction debris and waste, calling 
for immediate action."The current 
condition of the green belt from Pari 
Chowk to Surajpur is pathetic. Instead 
of a green landscape, we are met with 
bricks, stones, and debris. The grass has 
vanished, leaving large patches of dry 
soil," said Harinder Bhati, RWA general 
secretary of Beta 1, adding that the 

condition of the parks is alarming, with 
large potholes now posing safety risks 
f o r  r e s i d e n t s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
children.Nidhi Sharma, a resident of 
Sector Gamma 1, echoed Bhati's 
concerns, noting that the situation is 
consistent across various parks and 
green spaces in the area. "These parks 
used to be vibrant and full of life, but 
now they are unkempt and filled with 
f i l th ,"  she  sa id .Despi te  many 
complaints having been raised over a 
significant period, residents said that the 
GNIDA's horticulture department has 
been negligent in maintaining these 
areas. "It appears that there is a lack of 
accountability among officials.

 Noida.(Agency)
 Noida: A welcome atmospheric change brought the 

sun out and gave residents relief from a long spell of 
hazardous air. While AQI on Wednesday was still 
‘poor' at 273, it was a significant improvement from 
426 (severe) a day earlier and broke a 13-day spell of 
‘very poor' and ‘severe'.The bad air spell goes back 
much further, to Nov 7. Since then, Noida's AQI has 
not been ‘severe' or ‘very poor' for just four days, on 
Nov 30, Dec 9, 10 and Wednesday. During the same 
period, Greater Noida recorded eight days in the 
‘poor' category, while Ghaziabad saw just four ‘poor' 
days.With an AQI of 244 on the day, Ghaziabad also 
saw 11 ‘severe' air days this winter. On Tuesday, the 
city's AQI was on the cusp of severe at 393. Parts of 
the city, including Vasundhara (301), continued to 
witness ‘very poor' air. Monitoring stations at Sanjay 
Nagar and Loni recorded ‘poor' AQIs at 266 and 225, 
respectively. 

Indirapuram was significantly better at 186 
(‘moderate').Greater Noida's air quality also 
improved, from 388 a day earlier to 259. Knowledge 
Park V station recorded 275 and Knowledge Park III 
243, both in the ‘poor' category.In Noida, air quality 
improved across most areas, with sectors 116, 125 
and 62 recording AQI levels between 235 and 273 in 
the ‘poor' category. Only Sector 1 remained ‘very 
poor', at 315.Delhi's AQI at 4pm was 271, against 412 
a day ago.Officials attributed the improvement in air 
quality to strong northwesterly winds, which touched 
20 kmph. 

Sun and relief  from ‘gas 
chamber’ after 13 days

NOIDA.(Agency)
 A first-year engineering student 

allegedly died by suicide at a 
private hostel in Greater Noida 
on Tuesday evening.The 19-
year-old was pursuing his 
degree from Delhi Technical 
Campus (DTC) in Knowledge 
Park, and stayed at SNH 
Residency hostel, located near 
the college.According to 
police, on Tuesday evening, 
when the youth had not stepped 
out of his room for a long time, 
hostel staff and fellow students 
grew suspicious.”Repeated 
k n o c k s  a n d  c a l l s  w e n t  

unanswered, following which 
the door was opened. He was 
found hanging inside the room, 
prompting the hostel authorities 
to inform the police," a senior 
officer said, adding that the 
student's roommate was not 
present at the time.A police 
team reached the spot and took 
the body into custody. During a 
search of the room, police 
recovered a suicide note in 
which the student reportedly 
mentioned that he was under 
immense academic pressure 
and mental stress. In the note, 
he stated that no individual was 

responsible for his death and 
requested that no action be 
taken against anyone, cops 
added.

A senior officer said preliminary 
investigation suggests it is a 
case of suicide. "The suicide 
note is being sent for forensic 
examination. We are also 
questioning the student's 
friends, hostel warden, and 
c o l l e g e  a u t h o r i t i e s  t o  
understand the circumstances 
that led to this step," he 
said.The student's family has 
been informed about the 
incident.
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New Delhi: The
Special Cell of Delhi
Police has uncovered a
suspected terror module
known as Khilafat, which
was allegedly operating
under the guise of a non-
governmental organisa-
tion and backed by a
Pakistan-based handler,
with the arrest of five
operatives in raids across
multiple states. The
arrested accused have
been identified as Ashhar
Danish (23), Aftab
Qureshi (25) and Sufiyan
Abubakar (20), both from
Mumbai; Mohammad
Huzaifa (20) from
Telangana; and Kamran
Qureshi (26) from
Madhya Pradesh.
Addressing a press confer-
ence, Additional
Commissioner of Police

(Special Cell) Pramod
Kushwah said the opera-
tives possessed detailed
knowledge of preparing
gunpowder and fabricat-
ing improvised explosive
devices (IEDs). Some
members had even
expressed readiness to
sacrifice their lives in pur-
suit of establishing a
Caliphate in India under
the concept of Ghazwa-e-
Hind, he added. The cop
added that a large cache of
incriminating material,
including chemicals, IED-
making components, car-
tridge fabrication equip-
ment, ball bearings, two
semi-automatic pistols and
a country-made pistol.
Kushwah also mentioned
that the module was fund-
ed money through hawala
transactions and was

being run in form of an
NGO to evade suspicion
from law enforcement
agencies. The break-
through came after the
arrest of Aftab and Sufiyan
near Hazrat Nizamuddin
Railway Station in
Southeast Delhi who were
trying to procure weapons
from a Mewat-based per-
son. Based on the informa-
tion from the duo, the
team led by deputy
Commissioner of Police
(Special Cell) Amit
Kaushik, carried out raids
in Jharkhand’s Ranchi,
Rajgarh in Madhya

Pradesh, and Telangana,
leading to the arrest of
three more suspects, the
official mentioned. The
police described Ashhar
Danish as the kingpin. A
postgraduate in English,
he allegedly posed as a
company CEO, professor,
or NGO operator to dis-
guise his activities.
Officials said Danish had
procured chemicals for
gunpowder manufactur-
ing, bought copper plates
in August 2025 to make

cartridges, and obtained a
bullet along with a coun-
try-made weapon from
Bokaro to use as a proto-
type for fabricating
firearms.
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Muzaffarnagar: Police have
cracked a sensational robbery
case reported from the Khatauli
area following an encounter. In a
joint operation by the SOG and
Khatauli police, two hardened
robbers were arrested in an
injured condition after a brief
exchange of fire. Cash looted in
the crime, gold and silver jew-
ellery, illegal weapons and the
motorcycle used in the incident
were recovered from their pos-
session. The incident took place
on December 5, when armed
miscreants barged into a house
in Mohalla Lal Mohammad
under Khatauli police station
limits and looted cash and valu-
able jewellery at gunpoint.
Taking the gravity of the crime
into account, an FIR was prompt-
ly registered and a joint team
comprising the SOG and police
from three stations was constitut-
ed. During the investigation,
CCTV footage from the crime
scene and suspected escape
routes was continuously
analysed. On Thursday, police
received specific information that

the accused involved in the rob-
bery were attempting to flee
through the Ganga canal route
under Khatauli police station lim-
its. Acting on the tip-off, police
teams launched a checking oper-

ation. During this, the motorcy-
cle-borne suspects opened fire
on the police. In retaliatory
action taken in self-defence, two
accused sustained bullet injuries.
Both have been identified as
Musir, son of Taslim, and Kasif,
son of Rahis, residents of

Laddawala, Muzaffarnagar. Both
are continuously active in crimi-
nal activities. Both were arrested
on the spot and admitted to hos-
pital for treatment. Addressing a
press conference, SSP Sanjay

Verma said that a total of 51
police personnel were involved in
cracking the case. He stated that
the police worked simultaneous-
ly on technical and manual inves-
tigation, and the identities of the
criminals could be confirmed
only after scrutinising footage

from more than 700 CCTV cam-
eras.  the arrested accused were
found in possession of Rs 1.58
lakh in cash, a large quantity of
gold and silver jewellery, coun-
try-made pistols and cartridges,

and the motorcycle used in
the robbery. During inter-
rogation, the accused con-
fessed to committing the
robbery along with their
associates. Their criminal
antecedents are also being
verified. The operation was
carried out by teams led by
Khatauli SHO Dinesh
Baghel, Mansurpur SHO
Anand Dev Mishra and
Budhana SHO Subhash
Atri, with significant sup-
port from the SOG. Police
said that four accused are
still absconding, and
efforts are on to dismantle
the entire robbery net-
work. For successfully

cracking the case, the team was
awarded Rs 50,000 and commen-
dation certificates by ADG
Meerut Bhanu Bhaskar, while
SSP Muzaffarnagar announced
an additional cash reward of Rs
25,000 for the police personnel
involved.

Robbery gang busted after encounter,
Hunt on for absconding accused

Contd.....Front page
The Minister said that

the Government has
launched RTB Act 2.0 on
the Punjab Invest portal,
further enhancing ease of
doing business by
enabling consolidated
approvals starting from as
early as 5 days. He added
that the compliance bur-
den has been significantly
reduced by simplifying,
digitising, decriminalising
and rationalising 833 G2B
and 1,702 G2C compli-
ances. Amendments to the
Punjab Right to Business
Act, 2020 now allow eligi-
ble enterprises to com-
mence or expand opera-
tions based on self-decla-
ration, with In-Principle
approvals issued within 5
to 18 days. About 2,000
units have already been
granted such approvals.
The CLU process has also
been simplified by remov-
ing the requirement for
standalone industries in
permissible zones. The
Minister further stated
that 24 specialised

Sectoral Committees have
been constituted to ensure
robust industry consulta-
tion for the upcoming sec-
tor-specific industrial poli-
cy. Each committee is
chaired by a prominent
industrialist from the
respective sector. All com-
mittee reports have been
submitted, and a new,
robust Industrial Policy is
on the anvil and will be
released by January 2026.
He added that the
Government launched the
“Rising Punjab –
Suggestions to Solutions”
series across Mohali,
Bathinda, Amritsar,
Jalandhar, Ludhiana,
Gobindgarh and Khanna,
enabling direct industry
participation in policy for-
mulation. Outreach dele-
gations led by the Chief
Minister were conducted
in New Delhi, Gurugram,
Bengaluru, Chennai and

Hyderabad. Punjab offers
attractive incentives under
the existing policy, includ-
ing SGST reimbursement,
exemptions from electrici-
ty duty and stamp duty,
and special incentives for
MSMEs. Fiscal incentives
amounting to ?29,933
crore have been issued to
1,145 units since March
2022. Concluding, the
Minister said that address-
ing a long-pending indus-
try demand of nearly
three decades, an OTS
Scheme has been
approved for existing allot-
tees with 100% waiver of
penal interest and 8% sim-
ple interest, along with
policies for leasehold-to-
freehold conversion, plot
fragmentation, subdivi-
sion and reorganisation,
and the constitution of an
appellate authority for
grievance redressal.

Punjab recognised as “Top Achiever”
in Ease of Doing Business by

Government of India

NAME CHANGE
I, hitherto known as NIRMAL KAPUR
W/O SURJEET SINGH R/O B T-3,
Baljeet Nagar, West Patel Nagar,
Patel Nagar, S.O, Central Delhi,
Delhi-110008 have changed my
name and shall hereafter be known
as KULDEEP KAUR.

NAME CHANGE
I Kishan S/o Kamalaksha A R/o 2-
63/1, Darmakki House, Kairangala,
Ullala Taluk, Kairangala, PO-
Kariyangal, Dist-Dakshina Kannada,
Karnataka - 574153, have changed
my name to Kishan K Kulal

NAME CHANGE
I Arun Kumar Shetty T S/o Alvanna
Shetty R/o Thaligudde House, PO-
Bombrana, Dist-Kasaragod, Kerala -
671321, have changed my name to
Aruna Kumara Shetty T

NAME CHANGE
I, Hari prasad S/o Balveer R/o House
no. C 104/3, Swami Shardhanand
colony, Block -C, Bhalswa Dairy,
Badli, PO: Samai Pur, DIST: North
West Delhi, Delhi - 110042 have
changed my name and shall hereafter
be known as HarPrasad.

NAME CHANGE
I, hitherto known as ANSARI
MOHAMMAD GALIB S/o ABDUL
SAMI ANSARI R/o H. No.265, Street
No. 5, New Kardam Puri, Shahdara,
Notth East, Delhi-110094 have
changed my name and shall hereafter
be known as MOHD GALIB ANSARI.

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that I
PIYUSH SINGH S/O SHYAMVEER
R/O Sultan Pur, House No. 605, Gada
Colony, District South Delhi, Delhi-
110030, declare that name of mine and
my father has been wrongly written as
PIYUSH and SHYAMBIR SINGH in my
10th and 12th class educational docu-
ments and name of my father has been
wrongly written as SHYAM BIR in my
birth certificate No. MCDOLIR-0111-
004657471. The actual name of mine
and my father are PIYUSH SINGH and
SHYAMVEER Respectively which may
be amended accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as Mahfuj S/o Mohd
Siddiq R/o B-195, Chaman Park,
Indra Vihar, Delhi-110094 have
changed my name and shall hereafter
be known as Mohd Mahfooj.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as Vishal Jeet Sinha
S/O Gopal Jeet Sinha , residing
House no. 364, Gali no. 17,
Karkardooma, Po: Laxmi Nagar ,
Distt: East Delhi , Delhi- 110092 have
changed my name and shall hereafter
be known as    yam samat .

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as A K Sharma S/o R
S Sharma R/o B-1/55A B-1 Block,
Vijay Enclave, South West Delhi,
Delhi-110045 have changed my
name and shall hereafter be known
as Anand Kumar Sharma.

NAME CHANGE
I Rasheeda Khatoon W/o Mohd
Dildar Husain R/o H-16/275-A, Gali
No.16, Sangam Vihar, Hamdard
Nagar, South Delhi, Delhi-110062
have changed the name of my minor
daughter Roshni Parveen aged 4
years and she shall hereafter be
known as Saniya Parveen.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as Hina Madan D/o
Ramesh Kumar Madan R/o H.No-
212-C, BC Block (East), Shalimar
Bagh, North West Delhi, Delhi-110088
have changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as Hinna Madann.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as Neetu Jakhar W/o
Jai Karan Jakhar R/o E-2/20B, G/F,
Kh.No-10/17, Chanakya Place, Uttam
Nagar, D.K.Mohan Garden, West
Delhi, Delhi-110059 have changed
my name and shall hereafter be
known as Neeta Jakhar.

PUBLIC NOTICE
I, Mohd. Mahraj S/o Late. Mehndi
Husain, Resident of House Mo. 496/8,
Sangam Vihar, Mehrauli, New Delhi-
110062, declare that I have disowned my
Son Mohd. Zeeshan as misconduct and
indecent behaviour, I am very sad and
have displaced all my movable and
immovable property and have severe all
relations. In future, I will not be responsi-
ble for any of their unethical acts. I and
my family will not be responsible for the
police case on them.

PUBLIC NOTICE
This is to inform all stakeholders
and the general public that Yash
Shrivastav intends to surrender its
SEBI registration certificate as an
Research Analyst, bearing
Registration Number:
INH000017356 and BSE RA
Enlistment Number: 6278 If any
person or entity has any grievances
or objections regarding this surren-
der, they are requested to lodge
their complaints or grievances on
the SEBI Complaints Redress
System (SCORES) portal at
https://scores.sebi.gov.in/scores-
home within 30 days from the date
of this notice. This notice is issued
in compliance with SEBI regula-
tions governing Research Analyst.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby given to the
General Public that Mr. Musharraf
S/o Mr. Abdul Jahir is the owner of
Plot No. 107, area measuring 50
Sq. Yds., i.e. 41.80 Sq. Mtrs., in
Block A, out of Khasra No. 452, sit-
uated at Khurana Enclave, Kidwai
Nagar, in the Village Pavisadakpur,
Pargana & Tehsil Loni, District
Ghaziabad, U.P. vide Sale Deed
dated 21.11.2023 executed by Mr.
Rajman S/o Mr. Barkhuram and in
the property chain Original Sale
Deed dated 30.06.1999 executed
by Mr. Prem Singh S/o Mr. Shiv
Charan has been lost and already
online FIR lodged vide LR No:
20250000955271 on dt. 23.12.2025
and same to be finance by SMFG
India Home Finance Company Ltd.,
General public hereby informed that
if anybody has any charge/ inter-
est/title in the said property or any
kind of dispute kindly inform the
undersigned in writing on the below
mentioned address within 07 days
of the present.

Rahul Raj, Advocate,
SG Associates (Law Firm) 

B-01, Plot no. 20,
Koushambhi Near HDFC Bank,

U.P. 
E-MAIL:

sgassociatespl@gmail.com,
Ph: 0120-4968888, 8130309204

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I,
MEERA THAKUR W/O SUREN-
DER KUMAR R/o House NO-448,
Pocket-14 Sector-A/5 Punarvas
Colony, Narela, North West Delhi,
Delhi-110040 declare that name of
mine has been wrongly written as
MEERA DEVI in my Service Book.
The actual name of mine is
MEERA THAKUR which may be
amended accordingly.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I,
Manoj Kumar S/o Ramesh Kumar
R/o 189, Kumhar Wali Gali, Gujar
Chock, Ram Pura, Rampura,
Onkar Nagar, North West Delhi,
Delhi-110035 declare that name of
mine has been wrongly written as
Manoj Kumar Guri in my minor son
Havish Guri aged 15 years in his
School Records. The actual name
of mine is Manoj Kumar.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I,
Manoj Kumar S/o Ramesh Kumar
R/o 189, Kumhar Wali Gali, Gujar
Chock, Ram Pura, Rampura, Onkar
Nagar, North West Delhi, Delhi-
110035 declare that name of mine
and my wife has been wrongly writ-
ten as Manoj Kumar Guri and Pooja
Guri in my minor son Manan Guri
aged 12 years in his School Records.
The actual name of mine and my wife
are Manoj Kumar and Pooja.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is Publicly informed that I Prashant
Jindal s/o Pawan Kumar R/o.Sunaro
wali ,146, Surajpur , Greater
Noida,Dist.Gautam Buddha
Nagar.U.P. 201306 owner of Property
no.Kh.No.511,Area Measuring
62.70,Vide Ragistered as jild
no.45280 Page No.97-112
kr.no.24411 Ragistry Date -13-08-
2024, (hereinafter called the said
property). That I purchased the said
property from  M/S B.K.Bindal Builder
Pvt.Ltd . I intend to mortgage above
said property with AU Small Finance
Bank. And I will be re-sponsible for
any discrepancies, if any. I we would
like to announce to general public
that any person who is having any
right, title or interest against above
property/share or documents may to
confirm/contact to below person.
Name :- Prashant Jindal s/o Pawan
Kumar Mob-8006273862

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I,
Meenu Garg D/o Bhagwan Dass
Sanghi and W/o Sunil Garg R/o C-
314, Garg Niwas, Vivek Vihar, East
Delhi, Delhi-110095 declare that name
of mine has been wrongly written as
Meenu Sanghi in my 12th Class
Educational Documents and Meenu
and Bhagwan Dass in  my 10th, B.Sc,
M.Sc and B.Ed Educational docu-
ments. The actual name of mine and
my father are Meenu Garg and
Bhagwan Dass Sanghi.

NAME CHANGE
I SAMEER S/O Shri MOHD HAMID
Resident of House No D-55 Second
Floor DDA Colony New Jafrabad
Shahdara Delhi Delhi 110032 do
hereby solemnly affirm  and declare
as under.That my Passport No N
9053610 under mention my Mother
Name incorrect name is SHAHIDA
BEGAM My Mother correct name
SHAHIDA BEGUM.

NAME CHANGE
I, hitherto known as INDU NAIN D/O
AMAR KUMAR R/O H NO-225,
MANDIR WALI GALI, NEAR RADHA
KRISHAN MANDIR, MAHIPALPUR,
DELHI-110037 have changed my
name and shall hereafter be known
as INDU ARYA. It is certified that I
have complied with other legal
requirements in the connection

NAME CHANGE
I, BALRAJ S/O VISHIN DASS R/O
SKYON FLAT NO-009, TOWER-A2,
SECTOR-60, GURGAON,
HARYANA-122011,HAVE CHANGED
MYNAME TO BALRAJ MANDHWANI
FOR ALL FUTURE PURPOSES

NAME CHANGE
I, SUMAN KUMARI YADAV is legally Wife
of No. 14843501L Rank- HAV Name-
MUKESH KUMAR YADAV Presently res-
ident of VPO-FARIDA, TEH-JASRANA,
DIST-FIROZABAD (UP)-283152, have
changed my name from SUMAN
KUMARI YADAV to SUMAN YADAV for
all future purposes. Vide affidavit No-IN-
DL20627442246589X dated- 25.12.2025
before Public Notary Delhi.

PUBLIC NOTICE
This is to inform you that Mr. Ashok Kumar
Singh and Mrs. Babita Kumari intend to pur-
chase the DDA SFS Flat bearing No. 208,
situated on the third floor (Category-3) in
Pocket-2, Sector-9, as per the layout plan of
Dwarka, New Delhi, from Mrs. Anju Bansal.
The original allottee of the said property was
Mr. R. L. Saha, who purchased the proper-
ty from DDA through a Conveyance Deed
dated 12.05.2000. Unfortunately, Mr. R. L.
Saha expired on 15.08.2015, leaving
behind the following legal heirs: Mrs. Lata
Rani (wife), Mrs. Rashmi Sah (daughter),
Mrs. Vineeta Rani (daughter), and Mr.
Rahul Kumar (son). Thereafter, Mrs. Lata
Rani, Mrs. Rashmi Sah, and Mrs. Vineeta
Rani relinquished their respective shares in
favour of Mr. Rahul Kumar through a
Relinquishment Deed dated 16.03.2017.
Accordingly, Mr. Rahul Kumar became the
absolute owner of the aforementioned prop-
erty. Please note that the said property is
proposed to be financed by Bajaj Housing
Finance Ltd., NSP Branch, New Delhi. If
any person(s) objection & regarding subject
property, then kindly may submit his/her
objection within 07 days from the date of the
Notice in writing. The said objection may be
kindly sent to the undersigned by way of the
Registered Post on the address given
below and by E-mail. failing which, the claim
as per aforesaid shall be treated as null and
void in respect of the subject property.

[ASHWANI KUMAR]  Advocate
Chamber No. 122,

Tehsil    Compound, Ghaziabad, U.P.

NAME CHANGE
I Vidyasagar S/o Dasanahalli
Basappa Hiriyappa R/o Flat No-401,
4th Floor, Bianca Apartment, Bejai
Mangaluru, Bejai Church KSRTC
Road, Mangalore, PO-Bijai, Dist-
Dakshina Kannada, Karnataka -
575004, have changed my name to
Vidyasagar Hiriyappa.

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that I
PANKAJ KUMAR S/O HARI KISHAN
R/O House No. T-92, Street No. 6,
Near Jag Parvesh Chand Hospital,
Gautam Puri New Seelampur Delhi,
Delhi-110053, declare that name of
my minor daughter’s has been wrong-
ly written as SAKSHI AGGARWAL in
my minor daughter namely PARIDHI
SINGHAL aged 9 years in her school
records. The actual name of my minor
daughter is PARIDHI SINGHAL which
may be amended accordingly..

NAME CHANGE
It is for generål information that I,
ANUPAMA SINGH W/o SATISH
SINGH, R/o Agrasen Vihar, Agrasen
Colony, Near Oxford School, Karauli,
Rajasthan-322230, declare the
name of mine has been wrongly writ-
ten as ANUPAMA in my minor son
namely MOHIT SINGH, aged 16
years in his 10th class educational
documents. The actual name of
mine is ANUPAMA SINGH, which
may be amended accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
I, hitherto known as BHAUTI W/o
KAJOUDAYA R/o B-731, B-Block,
Resettlement Colony, Khyala, Tilak
Nagar, West Delhi, Delhi-110018
have changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as BHOTI.PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice is hereby given to the
General Public that Mr. Dheeraj
Kumar S/o Mr. Surender Kumar
(Share 50%), & Chander Shekhar
S/o Mr. Bhagwan Sharma (Share
50%) are the owner of Third Floor,
built on property No. 194-N (Part of
Plot Bearing No. 194), Land
Measuring 250 Sq. Yds. Approx.,
comprised in Khasra No. 40, situat-
ed at Maidan Garhi, South, Delhi-
110068, by virtue of Regd. GPAATS
& Will dated 09.01.2025, executed
by Mr. Nitin Dagar S/o Mr. Umed
Singh, and same to be sold to Mrs.
Shivani and same to be finance by
SMFG India Home Finance
Company Ltd., General public here-
by informed that if anybody has any
charge/interest/title in the said prop-
erty or any kind of dispute kindly
inform the undersigned in writing on
the below mentioned address within
07 days of the present..

Rahul Raj, Advocate,
SG Associates (Law Firm) 

B-01, Plot no. 20,
Koushambhi Near HDFC Bank,

U.P. 
E-MAIL:

sgassociatespl@gmail.com,
Ph: 0120-4968888, 8130309204

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that I
SHABEENA D/O MOHD HANIF R/O
HOUSE NO. 290, KH. NO. 317/214,
PART STREET NO. 09, BLK-C, VIL-
LAGE MUKANDPUR, PH-1 CITY,
MUKAND PUR, PO: SAMAI PUR,
DIST: NORTH WEST DELHI, DELHI-
110042, declare that name of my
father and my mother have been
wrongly written as MOHAMMED
HANEEF and SHAKRA BANO in my
10th and 12th class educational docu-
ments and name of my father has
been wrongly written as MOHD
HANEEF in my Graduation docu-
ments. The actual name of my father
and my mother are MOHD HANIF
and SHAKRA respectively, which may
be amended accordingly.

PUBLIC NOTICE
LR No: 3448796/2025

AMIT SHARMA (Aadhar no -
455767312080),S/D/W/O J.P. SHAR-
MA, 31. Tripurari Nagar Matiara Road.
Hathras UP-204101, somsystemsdeh@
gmail.com (aadhar no -4557 6731 2080,
I Have Lost My Original Property DOCU-
MENT No 1546/2004 
(1)Survey No-283/3AAcre Cent-1.07
(2) Survey No -283/3B Acre-1.07 
(3) Survey no-283/4 Acre Cent-1.07 
(4) Survey no -283/5 ???? Cent-1.05 
(5) Survey no-283/6 Acre No -1.61
(6) Survey no -289/3 Acre Cert-0.14
(7) Survey no -289/10 Acre Cent-0.10 
(8) Survey no -294/2 Acre Cent-1.72 
(9)Survey no-295/1 Acre Cert-3.84 
(10) Survey no-295/2 Acre Cent-1..91 ___________
Total 13.58.____________
Doc No- 1547 /2004
(1)Survey no-275/4 Acre Cert-0.03
(2) Survey no-278/3C Acre Cent-1.58 
(3) Survey no-284/4 Acre Cert-0.64
(4)Survey no -284/5 Acre Cert-0.58
(5) Survey no -285/2 Acre Cent-2.21. ____________
Total -5.04. _____________
Doc No- 1548 /2004
(1) Survey n?-307/1 Acre Cent-1.99
(2) Survey no-316/8AAcre Cent-0.80 ___________
Total-2.79. ___________
Doc No -1549 /2004 
(1) Survey no -288 /1A2 Acre Cent -2.66
(2) Survey -309/1B Acre Cent -0.77. __________
Total-3.43. __________
Total Extent 24 Acre 84 Cent. Situated at
Akilandapuram Village, sub Registration
Office at Kayathar, Kovilpatti Taluk,
Tuticorin District, Palayamkottai
Registration District State Tamil Nadu.

NAME CHANGE
I KAINAD/O Krishan Kant Gupta, E-11
St Xavier CGHS Ltd. Saraswati Vihar
Pitampura DIST: North West Delhi,
Delhi-110034 have changed my name
to Kaina Gupta for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as AMIT alias AMIT
JAIN alias AMIT KUMAR JAIN S/O
SUMAT PARKASH JAIN R/O 2958,
Gali No. 221, Vishram Nagar TRI
Nagar, Onkar Nagar S.O, North West
Delhi, Delhi - 110035 have changed my
name and shall hereafter be known as
AMIT KUMAR JAIN.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto Known as SUDHIR KUMAR
alias DHEERAJ KUMAR GUPTA S/o
RAMESH KUMAR GUPTA residing at
D-60, Vijay Vihar, Phase - 2, Rohini,
North West Delhi, Delhi - 110085 have
changed my name and shall hereafter be
known as DHEERAJ KUMAR GUPTA.

NAME CHANGE
I, Sumit arora S/O HARISH ARORAR/o
5a.54 NIT 5 FARIDABAD 121002 have
changed my MINOR DOUTHER name
JYENATO JYENAArora

NAME CHANGE
I, DEEPANKAR KUMAR SHARMAS/O
SUBASH CHANDER R/O FLAT NO-
102, 2ND FLOOR, SPS HOMES, GALI
NO-4, RAJENDRA PARK, RATAN
VIHAR, GURGAON, HARYANA-
122001, HAVE CHANGED MY NAME
TO DEEPANKAR KUMAR FOR ALL
FUTURE PURPOSES

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that I
Bahadur mal S/O Data Ram, R/O B-23,
Nihal Vihar, PO: Nangloi, DIST: West
Delhi, Delhi -110041, declare that name
of mine   and my minor daughter has
been wrongly written as Bahadur and
Khushboo in my minor daughter name-
ly Khushbu aged 14 years in her birth
certificate no MCDOLIR - 0112-
005300718 and name of mine has been
wrongly written as Bahadur in her school
records.The actual name of mine has
my minor daughter are BAHADUR MAL
and KHUSHBU , respectively which
may be amended accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
I, hitherto Known as GOLU alias SONU
PRASAD S/O RAJESH PRASAD
residing at ? NO-F 26/1, Neharpur,
Rohini, Raja Pur Kalan, North West
Delhi, Delhi-110085 have changed my
name and shall hereafter be known as
SONU PRASAD.

NAME CHANGE
I, Anupma Pandey d/o Prem Prakash
Pant w/o Kamlesh Pandey r/o A-
57/1, Third Floor, Hari Nagar, New
Delhi 110064 have changed my
name to ANUPAMA PANDEY for all
future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, ANANYA SINGH RAJPUT, D/o.
AMAR SINGH RAJPUT, R/o.
HOUSE NO-148, DHAULA KUAN
OFFICERS ENCLAVE, PART-1,
NEW DELHI-110010, have
changed my name from ANANYA
SINGH RAJPUT to ANANYA
SINGH for all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, MADHURI is legally wedded wife of
No. 2808896P Rank HAV Name
GAVDE DNYANDEO RAJENDRA
presently residing VILL-KHARADWA-
DI POST-KALDARI TEH-PURAN-
DAR DIST-PUNE (MAHARASHTRA)-
412301  have changed my name from
MADHURI to MADHURI DNYANDEO
GAVDE for all future purposes. Vide
affidavit dated 04.12.2025 before
Public Notary Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, NALAWADE SUBHASH SOPAN is
a real father of No. JC-462819N
Rank NB SUB Name NALAWADE
SACHIN SUBHASH presently resid-
ing VILL- ALJAPUR POST- ADARKI
BK TEH-PHALTAN DIST-SATARA
(MAHARASHTRA)-415537 have
changed my name from NALAWADE
SUBHASH SOPAN to SUBHASH
SOPANRAO NALAWADE and date
of birth from 07/09/1955 to
20/05/1954 for all future purposes.
Vide affidavit dated 04.12.2025
before Public Notary Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that I,
HEMANT KUMAR S/o DAYA
CHAND, R/o H.No. A-102,
Pradhan Wali Gali, Johri Pur,
Gokal Pur, PO: Gokal Puri, Dist:
North East Delhi, Delhi-110094,
declare that name of mine has
been wrongly written as HEMANT
KR in my Driving Licence No. DL05
19980041641. The actual name of
mine is HEMANT KUMAR, which
may be amended accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that I, VIKASH
CHOUDHARY S/O RAMANAND
CHOUDHARY Permanent Residence
of CHAKOLIYA, ALWAR, MATOR,
RAJASTHAN, 301404, Present
Resident of PLOT NO-33A AND 33B,
U/G FLOOR, KH NO-516, SADH
NAGAR, GALI NO-37, PALAM
COLONY, NEW DELHI-110045, declare
that name of mine and my wife has been
wrongly written as VIKASH and SARITA
in my minor son JIVESH aged 15 years
in his 10th class education documents.
The actual name of mine and my wife
are VIKASH CHOUDHARY and SARI-
TA DEVI respectively which may be
amended accordingly.

‘Khilafat’ terror module posing as NGO busted

New Delhi: Delhiites
will soon have a new
venue—right in the heart
of the city—to host meet-
ings, conferences and
dine at. The Delhi
Development Authority
(DDA) is planning a
House Boat Convention
Centre at Baansera Park,
part of initiatives by Delhi
L-G VK Saxena to trans-
form the Yamuna flood-
plains into a public space
and involve citizens in its
upkeep. The project, for
which tenders will be
floated soon, is designed
to blend with the ecologi-
cal character of the flood-
plain. Construction is
expected to be completed
within 180 days of the con-
tract being awarded, tar-
geting May or June 2026.
The House Boat, approxi-
mately nine metres tall,
will have four levels—
ground, lower, middle and
upper decks. Entirely
made of bio-degradable
wood, including timber
piling, the structure will
avoid concrete and steel.
Deodar will form the base,
cedar the superstructure,

walnut for carvings, and
chinar wood for ceilings
and interior wall panels.
Windows will feature
cedar sash frames with
glass panes, while
columns, railings, arches
and exterior walls will
have intricate Persian-

style carvings. Inside, the
facility will include a meet-
ing space for 15-20 people,
a reception and waiting
area, dining facilities with
a pantry and gallery
space. Engineered wood
flooring, fire-resistant
walls, ceramic tile back-
splashes and fire-rated

doors will ensure safety
and durability, while inte-
riors will follow the
carved-wood theme
throughout. Unlike tradi-
tional houseboats, this
one will be permanently
fixed to the ground. The
DDA expects the struc-

ture to have a lifespan of
50 years. After the bidding
process, the contractor
will make a presentation
to ensure all technical and
design requirements are
met, setting the stage for
a unique, eco-conscious
space in the heart of
Delhi.

DDA unveils plan for houseboat
convention centre at Baansera
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colored vessel, coated with 
what appears to be anti-
c o r r o s i o n  p a i n t ,  u n d e r  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  i n s i d e  a n  
assembly hall with senior 
officials and his daughter. It 
was the first time North Korean 
state media had released 
images of the submarine since 
March, when they mostly 
showed the lower sections of submarine” or a “strategic nuclear 

the vessel.It was not immediately clear attack submarine.”During the visit,   .(Agency)
how close North Korea is to Kim described South Korea’s efforts North Korea on Thursday displayed completing the vessel. But because to acquire its own nuclear-powered apparent progress in the construction submarines are typically built from the submarine, which have been backed of a nuclear-powered submarine, with inside out, the release of what appears by US President Donald Trump, as an state media photos showing a largely to be a largely completed hull suggests “offensive act” that severely violates completed hull, as leader Kim Jong Un that many core components, including the North’s security and maritime condemned rival South Korea’s push the engine and possibly the reactor, are sovereignty.He said that the South to acquire the technology. already in place, said Moon Keun-sik, Korean plan further underscores the North Korea’s official Korean Central a submarine expert at Seoul’s Hanyang need to advance and nuclear-arm News Agency said Kim visited a University.“Showing the entire vessel North Korea’s navy, and claimed that shipyard to inspect the construction of now seems to indicate that most of the the completion of his nuclear-powered what the North describes as an 8,700- equipment has already been installed submarine would be an “epoch-ton-class nuclear-propelled submarine, and it is just about ready to be launched making” change in strengthening its which the leader has called a crucial into the water,” said Moon, a former nuclear war deterrent against what he step in the modernization and nuclear submarine officer in the South Korean called enemy threats.The agency did armament of North Korea’s navy. The navy, who believes the North Korean not specify when Kim visited the North has indicated it plans to arm the submarine could possibly be tested at shipyard but released photos showing submarine with nuclear weapons, sea within months.him inspecting a huge, burgundy-calling it a “strategic guided missile 

NEWS BOX

King Charles III picks Westminster Abbey as 
the site of his Christmas Day broadcast

North Korea displays apparent progress in 
construction of  nuclear-powered submarine

Israel Accuses Hamas Of  
Violating Gaza Truce, Says 
"Will Respond”

Faithful return to Bethlehem as 
Pope Leo XIV celebrates his first 
Christmas Eve Mass at St Peter's

 BETHLEHEM  . (Agency) 
Thousands of people flocked to Bethlehem's Manger 

Square on Christmas Eve as families there and at other 
sites across the Holy Land heralded a much-needed 
boost of holiday spirit, after two years of subdued 
celebrations because of the war in Gaza.At the Vatican, 
Pope Leo XIV presided over his first Midnight Mass in 
St. Peter’s Basilica. In his homily, he marveled at the 
“wisdom” of the Christmas story — an infant Jesus 
born to save mankind.“In the face of the suffering of 
the poor, (God) sends one who is defenseless to be the 
strength to rise again,” the first U.S. pope told a packed 
basilica.Bethlehem, where Christians believe Jesus 
was born, had canceled Christmas celebrations during 
the war. But on Wednesday, the giant Christmas tree 
returned to Manger Square, temporarily replacing the 
wartime nativity scene of baby Jesus surrounded by 
rubble and barbed wire in a homage to Gaza's suffering.

Cardinal Pierbattista Pizzaballa, the top Catholic leader 
in the Holy Land, kicked off this year's celebrations 
during the traditional procession from Jerusalem to 
Bethlehem, calling for “a Christmas full of light.”

Pizzaballa said he came bearing greetings from Gaza's 
tiny Christian community, where he held a pre-
Christmas Mass on Sunday. In the devastation, he saw 
a desire to rebuild.“We, all together, we decide to be 
the light, and the light of Bethlehem is the light of the 
world,” he told thousands of people, Christian and 
Muslim.Despite the holiday cheer, the impact of the 
war in the Israeli-occupied West Bank is acute, 
especially in Bethlehem, where around 80% of the 
Muslim-majority city’s residents depend upon 
tourism-related businesses, according to the local 
government.There were only a handful of foreigners 
but some residents said they are starting to see signs of 
change as tourism slowly returns.

‘Hope in very dark situations’
“Today is a day of joy, a day of hope, the beginning of the 

return of normal life here,” said Bethlehem resident 
Georgette Jackaman, a tour guide. She and her 
husband, Michael Jackaman, another guide, are from 
Christian Bethlehem families that stretch back 
generations.This is the first real Christmas celebration 
for their two children, aged 2 1/2 and 10 months.

During the war, the Jackamans pivoted to create a 
website selling Palestinian handicrafts to support 
others who lost their livelihoods. The unemployment 
rate in the city jumped from 14% to 65%, Bethlehem 
Mayor Maher Nicola Canawati said earlier this 
month.A visitor from France, Mona Riewer, said being 
in Bethlehem helped her appreciate the meaning of the 
holiday.“Christmas is like hope in very dark 
situations,” she said.Despite the Gaza ceasefire that 
began in October, tensions remain high in the West 
Bank, with Israeli military raids in what it describes as 
a crackdown on militants. 

WORLD

"Radical Left Scum": Trump 
Derides Rivals In Christmas 
Message

NEW YORK .  (Agency) 
Tarique Rahman, the eldest son of Bangladesh's 

former President Ziaur Rahman and former Prime 
Minister Khaleda Zia, has returned to the country 
after nearly 17 years in self-imposed exile. Rahman 
and his family were welcomed at Dhaka airport by 
thousands of Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) 
supporters carrying placards and banners. 

BNP supporters and party activists marched on foot 
toward the Dhaka airport along Banani Airport Road 
to mark the return of Rahman to Bangladesh.Earlier, 
images of him departing for Dhaka from London's 
Heathrow Airport with his wife, Zubaida Rahman, 
and daughter, Zaima Rahman, went viral on social 
media, with his party preparing for what they call an 
"unprecedented" gathering of more than five million 
people in the capital to welcome them. On the way 
back to my motherland, Bangladesh!" Zaima 
Rahman wrote on her Facebook page, sharing 
pictures from inside the aircraft, with her father and 
mother smiling beside her.

BNP's Mega Welcome Plan
BNP has planned to rally 5 million supporters from 

Dhaka Airport to Rahman's reception venue, to 
welcome their exiled leader, demonstrating its 
strength as he emerges as a top contender for prime 
minister in the February elections.This will be a 
defining political moment," senior BNP leader 
Ruhul Kabir Rizvi said, adding that security 
arrangements are being closely coordinated with 
authorities to ensure order.

   .   (Agency) 
US President Donald Trump seized on the occasion of 

Christmas Eve to assail opposition Democrats, 
branding them "radical left scum" as he sent out 
holiday greetings.From his Mar-a-Lago estate in 
Florida, the Republican spent the day before 
Christmas spreading some yuletide cheer. He 
participated in NORAD Santa tracker calls and sent 
Christmas greetings to American troops worldwide.

Trump did not share that same bonhomie with rival 
Democrats."Merry Christmas to all, including the 
Radical Left Scum that is doing everything possible 
to destroy our Country, but are failing badly," Trump 
said on his Truth Social platform.

"We no longer have Open Borders, Men in Women's 
Sports, Transgender for Everyone, or Weak Law 
Enforcement. What we do have is a Record Stock 
Market and 401K's, Lowest Crime numbers in 
decades, No Inflation, and yesterday, a 4.3 GDP, two 
points better than expected," he added.Trump lashed 
out at the opposition, which has criticised his 
administration over its handling of the cost of living, a 
day after Commerce Department data showed the 
economy had grown by 4.3 percent in the third 
quarter -- the highest GDP in two years.

But the report also showed the price index for domestic 
purchases rose 3.4 percent -- a much higher inflation 
reading compared with 2.0 percent in the second 
quarter.In the week before Christmas, Democrats had 
criticised the Justice Department over its slow release 
and heavy redaction of thousands of records from the 
investigation into convicted sex offender Jeffrey 
Epstein, once a friend of Trump.Trump also sent 
greetings to troops worldwide, including those who 
are part of a major US naval buildup in Caribbean 
waters, where Washington has mounted a campaign 
to pressure Venezuelan leader Nicolas Maduro to 
leave office.

United States

Zelenskyy said the US 
proposed the creation of  a 
“free economic zone," which he 
said should be demilitarized. 
But it was unclear what that 
idea would mean for 
governance or development of  
the region.

ZA nuclear-powered submarine 
was one item on a long wish list 
of  sophisticated weaponry that 
Kim announced during a major 
political conference in 2021 to 
cope with what he called growing 
US-led military threats.

The announcement came amid 
increasing scrutiny on the DOJ's 
staggered release of Epstein-
related records, including from 
Epstein victims and members of 
Congress.

World .  (Agency) 
 Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu accused 

Hamas on Wednesday of violating the Gaza ceasefire 
agreement after a military officer was wounded by an 
explosive device in Rafah and Israel vowed 
retaliation.His office said in a statement that Hamas 
must fully uphold the October agreement, noting that 
it envisaged the militant group being removed from 
power in Gaza as well as demilitarisation and 
deradicalisation of the territory.

"Israel will respond accordingly," the statement added.
The Israeli military earlier said that an explosive device 

had detonated against a military vehicle in the 
southern Rafah area of Gaza and that one officer had 
been lightly injured.Violence has subsided but not 
stopped since the Gaza truce took effect on October 

10, and the sides have regularly accused each other of 
violating the ceasefire. Gaza's health ministry says 
Israel has killed more than 400 people in the territory 
since the ceasefire went into effect.

A 20-point plan issued by US President Donald Trump 
in September calls for an initial truce followed by 
steps towards a wider peace. It ultimately calls for 
Hamas to disarm and have no governing role in Gaza 
and for Israel to pull out of the territory, which 
remains in ruins after two years of war.

After missing deadline, US DOJ says it may need 
'few more weeks' to finish releasing Epstein files

 LONDON have historic ties to Britain. The personal experiences. . (Agency) 
prerecorded speech is broadcast at 3 This year’s address comes just two  King Charles III  has chosen 
p.m. (1500 GMT), when many weeks after Charles made a deeply Westminster Abbey as the site of his 
families are enjoying their traditional personal television appearance in Christmas Day speech on Thursday, 

which he said “good news” from reflecting the idea of pilgrimage that 
his doctors meant that he would be is expected to be a theme of the 
able to reduce his treatment annual address to the United 
forcancer in the new year.The king K i n g d o m  a n d  t h e  
was diagnosed with a still Commonwealth.The central London 
undisclosed form of cancer in early landmark, known for the lavish 
2024. Buckingham Palace said that coronations and royal weddings it 
his treatment is now moving to a has hosted for more than 1,000 years, 
“precautionary phase” and his is also the focus of an annual 
condition will be monitored to pilgrimage to the tomb of Edward the 
ensure his continued recovery.Confessor, which lies at the heart of 

the church. Edward, a monk-like Charles recorded last year’s speech at 
monarch, was canonized as a saint in Fitzrovia Chapel, which was once Christmas lunch.The speech is one of 
1161. part of the now demolished Middlesex the rare occasions when Charles, 77, is 

Hospital. During that address, he The monarch’s annual holiday message able to voice his own views and doesn’t 
honored care workers around the is watched by millions of people in the seek guidance from the government. It 
country and gave a special thanks to the UK and across the Commonwealth, a usually has a strong religious 
doctors and nurses who supported him vo lun ta ry  a s soc i a t i on  o f  56  framework, reflects current issues and 
after his cancer diagnosis.independent nations, most of which sometimes draws on the monarch’s 

WASHINGTON

meet the deadline. The group, 11 undertaken an “exhaustive review” and trafficking investigations into Epstein and 
Democrats and a Republican, told Acting had determined that no additional evidence his longtime confidant Ghislaine Maxwell, 
Inspector General Don Berthiaume in a should be released — an extraordinary though many were copies of material 
letter that victims “deserve full disclosure” about face from the Trump administration, already turned over by the FBI.The DOJ 
and the “peace of mind” of an independent said its lawyers are “working around the 
audit.The DOJ said in a social media post clock” to review the documents and 
that federal prosecutors in Manhattan and remove victims names and other 
the FBI “have uncovered over a million identifying information as required by the 
more documents” that could be related to Epstein Files Transparency Act, the law 
the Epstein case — a stunning 11th hour enacted last month that requires the 
development after department officials government to open its files on Epstein and 
suggested months ago that they had Maxwell. “We will release the documents 
undertaken a comprehensive review that as soon as possible,” the department said. 
accounted for the vastuniverse of Epstein- “Due to the mass volume of material, this . (Agency) 

 The US Justice Department (DOJ) said related materials.In March, Attorney process may take a few more weeks.”
The announcement came amid increasing Wednesday that it may need a “few more General Pam Bondi told Fox News that a which for months had pledged maximum 

scrutiny on the DOJ's staggered release of weeks" to release all of its records on the “truckload of evidence” had been produced transparency. The memo did not raise the 
Epstein-related records, including from late sex offender Jeffrey Epstein after after she ordered the FBI to “deliver the full possibility that additional evidence existed 
Epstein victims and members of Congress.suddenly discovering more than a million and complete Epstein files to my office.” that officials were unaware of or had not 

potentially relevant documents, further She issued the directive after saying she Republican Rep. Thomas Massie, of reviewed.Wednesday’s post did not say 
delaying compliance with last Friday’s learned from an unidentified source that Kentucky, one of the chief authors of the when the DOJ was informed of the newly 
congressionally mandated deadline.The the FBI in New York was “in possession of law mandating the document release, uncovered files.In a letter last week, 
Christmas Eve announcement came hours thousands of pages of documents.”In July, posted Wednesday on X: “DOJ did break Deputy Attorney General Todd Blanche 
after a dozen US senators called on the the FBI and Justice Department indicated the law by making illegal redactions and by said Manhattan federal prosecutors already 
DOJ's watchdog to examine its failure to in an unsigned memo that they had missing the deadline.had more than 3.6 million records from sex 

KYIV

negotiations. spokesperson Dmitry Peskov said position.Zelenskyy said figuring out 
Wednesday that Moscow would decide its control of the Donbas region is “the most Zelenskyy said the US proposed the creation 

difficult point.”Meanwhile, on the of a “free economic zone," which he said 
Zaporizhzhia nuclear power plant, the should be demilitarized. But it was unclear 
US has proposed creating a consortium what that idea would mean for governance 
with Ukraine and Russia, in which each or development of the region.
p a r t y  w o u l d  h a v e  a n  e q u a l  A similar arrangement could be possible for 
stake.Zelenskyy countered with a the area around the Zaporizhzhia nuclear 
proposal for a joint venture between the power plant, which is currently under 
US and Ukraine, in which the Russian control, Zelenskyy said. He said 
Americans would be able to decide how any peace plan would need to be put to a 
to distribute their share, including referendum.Zelenskyy spoke to reporters 
giving some of it to Russia.Zelenskyy Tuesday to describe an overarching 20-
acknowledged that the US has not yet point plan that negotiators from Ukraine 
a c c e p t e d  U k r a i n e ' s  c o u n t e r -and the US hammered out in Florida in position based on information received by 

proposals.“But we have significantly recent days, though he said many details Russian presidential envoy Kirill Dmitriev, 
. (Agency) brought most of the positions closer are still being discussed.Russia offers no who met with US envoys in Florida over 

 Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy together," Zelenskyy said. "In principle, all hint it will agree to withdrawalRussia has the weekend. Peskov declined to share 
said he would be willing to withdraw other consensus in this agreement has been given no indication that it will agree to any further details.American negotiators have 
troops from the country’s eastern industrial found between us and them.”Zone would kind of withdrawal from land it has seized. engaged in a series of talks with Ukraine 
heartland as part of a plan to end Russia’s require difficult discussionsCreating the In fact, Moscow has insisted that Ukraine and Russia separately since US President 
war, if Moscow also pulls back and the area demilitarized economic zone in the Donbas relinquish the remaining territory it still Donald Trump presented a plan to end the 
becomes a demilitarized zone monitored would require difficult discussions on how holds in the Donbas — an ultimatum that war last month — a proposal widely seen as 
by international forces.The proposal far troops would be required to move back Ukraine has rejected. Russia has captured favoring Moscow, which invaded its 
offered another potential compromise on and where international forces would be most of Luhansk and about 70% of neighbor nearly four years ago. Since then, 
control of the Donbas region, which has stationed, Zelenskyy said, adding that it Donetsk — the two areas that make up the Ukraine and its allies in Europe have 
been a major sticking point in peace should discussed at the leaders level.Donbas.Asked about the plan, Kremlin worked to pull the plan closer to Kyiv's 

Khaleda Zia's Son Tarique 
Rahman Returns To 
Bangladesh: A Look At His 
Time In Exile

Zelenskyy open to 'demilitarised zone' in Ukraine's 
Donbass region if  Russia also withdraws troops
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Marathwada and parts of Konkan The BJP’s strong showing in Maharashtra’s long-
have shown visible erosion, delayed civic body elections marks more than a 
underlining the party’s continuing routine local victory; it signals a steady 
struggle to revive its local leadership consolidation of power at the grassroots in a state 
base. For Chief Minister Eknath known for fractured mandates and shifting 
Shinde and Deputy Chief Minister loyalties. Emerging as the single-largest party 
Devendra Fadnavis, the results offer across several municipal councils and nagar 
complementary political dividends. panchayats, the BJP-led Mahayuti has managed to 
Shinde can claim that his rebellion replicate, in miniature, the political template that 
did not weaken the Shiv Sena’s delivered success in the recent Assembly elections. 
administrative appeal. Fadnavis can Local body polls are often dismissed as second-
reassert his role as the BJP’s order contests, but in Maharashtra, they carry 
principal strategist in the state.deeper political meaning. After nearly a decade 

without civic elections, these polls offered the first Yet, caution is warranted. Civic 
real test of organisational strength below the victories do not automatically 
Assembly level. The BJP’s ability to convert translate into urban, Assembly or 
governance narratives — roads, welfare delivery p a r l i a m e n t a r y  d o m i n a n c e .  
and administrative stability — into votes suggests Municipal governance brings its 
that its cadre network has matured beyond election- own challenges of service delivery, and internal contradictions, appears unable to counter the 
time mobilisation.Equally significant is the verdict’s finances and public accountability, where voter patience is BJP’s narrative of development and decisiveness. 
impact on the Opposition. The Maha Vikas Aghadi thin. If expectations raised during campaigns are not met, Traditional Congress pockets in regions such as 
(MVA), already grappling with leadership ambiguities electoral goodwill can evaporate quickly.

Why bigger may 
not be better for 
brands in 2026

G-RAM-G Bill dismantles a guarantee

BJP tightens its hold on Maharashtra

Year 2025 is coming to a full stop in just a few days. 
An old year has passed and a new one dawns soon. 
Time to take a ‘comma pause’ and think of what 
2026 might have in store in terms of marketing and 
branding. And why marketing and branding 
alone? Simply because marketing touches all our 
lives all the time. 

In this view of the world, there are just two types of 
people. One are those who market to others, and 
the other are those marketed to. The truth: none of 
us can do without brands of one kind or the other. 
Every step you take, and every breath you take, a 
brand touches you. We are brand-polluted folk.

Let me ask questions then. Many of them. Is 
branding going to be back?

The year almost past saw the near-decimation of 
brandcraft in more ways than one. It remained one 
totally devoted to technology. ‘MarTech’ or 
marketing technology became a phrase on its own. 
Technology-led companies had the old world of 
brand-thinkers in a twirl. Technology led and 
brands had to follow meekly.

Most of those who believed n the prowess of 
MarTech ,  wi th  i t s  ab i l i ty  to  c runch  
numbers—both at the macro and micro 
level—and deliver results, seem to be doing a big 
rethink now as the year ends. Brand delivery on the 
basis of data and numbers have taken companies 
and their promoters onto a different track 
altogether. Phrases such as hyper-personalisation, 
customer data platform, growth-hacking, and 
actionable analytics have become popular with the 
new proponents of new industries. 

The startup founder has precious little time for 
branding. At best, branding is seen as a service. 
Very few think of the brand as the product itself. In 
the bargain, brand thinking took a back seat and 
the ecstasy-play with numbers became the new 
passion. Is branding going to be back in the 
boardroom once again as a cutting- and bleeding-
edge differentiator in a world that is progressively 
getting flat in terms of the differentiated offering? I 
do believe it will. Brand managers and brand-
thinkers will be in demand again. Startups of every 
kind will realise the ability of a brand that helps 
their offering stand apart from the rest. As 
technology brands took the route of being 
transactional in 2025, the year ahead promises to 
bring back relationships. Not yours and mine, 
which soured last year, but the relationships that 
define the umbilical connect between the brand 
and you as an individual user. A relationship status 
that shuns the transactional and moves more 
towards that end of the brand spectrum where 
companies invest in what moves people. 

The recent fracas that IndiGo Airlines went through 
in December—where users did a quick flip from 
being ostensibly loyal brand-users to being very 
ardent, unforgiving and vitriolic critics in five 
days flat—is a clear case in point of the 
transactional brand being a weak thing to be.

For the customer then, this is good news. Brands are 
going to, once again, get a little more real than they 
have become. They will respect humans. Many 
will set up real call-centres once again with real 
people answering your real calls. The automated 
bots, that do little with limited interface today, are 
going to be relegated to a less important corner of 
competence. Till a self-aware and autonomous 
form of artificial intelligence arrives, of course. 
And that shall be a fun moment to wait for.The 
good news then: 2026 will see responsible 
companies of both the heritage and new-age kind 
re-embrace the art, science, and philosophy of 
branding. ‘Long-termism’ is going to be back. 
Startup ‘now-termism’ is going to have a few 
takers. Branding is going to be back with a 
whimper, if not a bang.

panchayats will no longer be able to provide work by THE Modi government has pushed through Parliament the Over-centralisation in the G-RAM-G Bill reduces the states 
creating local labour-intensive works, as all G-RAM-G Viksit Bharat Guarantee for Rozgar and Ajeevika to the status of municipalities, which have many statutory 
works will have to be aligned to the "national vision of Mission (Gramin) Bill, 2025 (the G RAM G Bill) to obligations but no ability to raise funds. The Bill provides 
Viksit Bharat @2047."Further, as the G-RAM-G replace the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural the Central government with enormous authority to 
guarantee will have to operate within the normative Employment Guarantee Act, 2005 (MGNGREGA). One impose statutory obligations on unwilling state 
budget allocated to states by the Central government, the thing that the G-RAM-G Bill clearly achieves is the governments. The state governments would have to 
guarantee may have to be suspended even during non-dismantling of the MGNREGA job guarantee. The formulate the job guarantee scheme consistent with the 
peak periods. The MGNREGA guarantee is substantially primary rationale for the G-RAM-G Bill is the cocktail provisions of the G-RAM-G Bill. All works shall have to 
gone. The MGNREGA guarantee was a credible national of a name, using completely unrelated notions of Viksit originate in Viksit Gram Panchayat plans, prepared in line 
guarantee only because it was backed by the Centre’s Bharat and Ajeevika Mission to give it a religious colour. with the provisions of the Bill, consolidated at block, 
commitment to bear 100% wage expenditure.The The G-RAM-G Bill disturbs India's fiscal federalism and district and state levels and finally aggregated into the 
Central government would now foot only 60% of the constitutional scheme of things by trading job guarantee Viksit Bharat National Rural Infrastructure Stack. The 
wages bill, that too, if it is within the state-specific for a vote-catching name.The Bill raises several Central government shall specify wage rate (s) which the 
normative allocation. The Central share for the material questions. What does the G-RAM-G Bill have to do with states will have to implement without question. The 

Viksit Bharat and Ajeevika Mission (Gramin)? Is it Centre will also have the authority to 
diluting the employment guarantee or effectively give any directions to the states. The 
disbanding it? What are the implications of the G-RAM-G Scheme  wi l l  be  
Central government reducing its obligations in implemented as a CSS, allowing the 
funding guarantee expenditure and shifting it to the Centre considerable leeway in 
states? Does the centralisation of authority in the scheme formulation, choice of 
Central government and the shifting of works, funds flow, naming, etc.The 
responsibility to states sound the death knell for Centra l  government  has  no 
federal polity?The G-RAM-G Bill mandates states constitutional authority to interfere 
to compulsorily notify "Viksit Bharat-Guarantee in the exercise of the states' executive 
for Rozgar and Ajeevika Mission (Gramin): VB - authority in the State List subjects or 
G-RAM-G Scheme" and use the same to impose any statutory obligations 
nomenclature in all documents. The full name is on them. Article 282 allows the 
unwieldy and may not be understood in non-Hindi Central government to make grants 
speaking states. No one understands what Viksit on state subjects and nothing more. 
Bharat is; its roadmap has been languishing at NITI No statutory obligations can be 
Aayog for years. The G-RAM-G Bill only offers imposed under Article 282. The 
poverty-line wage income for only 3-4 months to CSSs derive their legitimacy from 
unskilled workers. Such a low wage safety-valve Article 282. As the G-RAM-G 
job programme cannot be equated with the vision scheme is a CSS, no statutory 
of Viksit Bharat.The G-RAM-G Bill has nothing to obligations can be imposed on the 
do with Ajeevika Mission, a separate Centrally states. The Bill strikes at the root of 
Sponsored Scheme (CSS), either. The Modi the federal character, which 
government has only displayed unimaginativeness constitutes a basic structure as well. 
by including Viksit Bharat and Ajeevika Mission in The G-RAM-G Bill is ultra vires of 
the name of the G-RAM-G Bill. the Constitution. It must be 

component has been reduced from 75% to 60%. All The standout feature of the MGNREGA Act was the challenged in the Supreme Court.The states would be the 
expenditures over what the Centre chooses to bear are a demand-based guarantee of 100 days' work to every rural principal losers if they implemented the G-RAM-G 
state government's responsibility. 100% liability of household throughout the year. The G-RAM-G Bill guarantee as a subordinate instrumentality of the Central 
unemployment allowance, in any case, remains that of dilutes it massively, while nominally raising it to 125 government. To keep their existence and relevance intact, 
the state governments.The Central government will also days. The G-RAM-G guarantee will not be available the states must think of providing the extant MGNREGA 
have the right "to order stoppage of release of funds" and during at least a 60-day period every year, which all guarantee, without any dilution. For this, they may 
"institute appropriate remedial measures" in case it states will have to notify as "peak agricultural seasons of consider, until the Supreme Court decides, implementing 
receives complaints. This can be easily weaponised to sowing and harvesting" in advance.During periods of the MGNREGA guarantee, using provisions of Section 
penalise the opposition states, as seen in the suspension natural calamities, unemployment stress deepens even 30 of the G-RAM-G Bill, which allows better state 
of MGNREGA funds to West Bengal over the last three during agricultural seasons. Even in such distressing schemes to continue.
years. There is certainly a major misalignment of the times, the state governments would have to seek In the longer run, the federalist forces must join hands and 
Central government's offer of a political guarantee of "specific relaxations", which the Centre may or may not respond by faithfully implementing the MGNREGA 
125 days' job and its financial obligation to fund it.grant or make it subject to conditions. The states/ guarantee while the Centre dismantles it.

Striking at India’s federal compact, it shifts costs to states while centralising control

The Tribune Editorial: The Maha Vikas Aghadi, already grappling with leadership ambiguities and internal contradictions, appears unable to counter the BJP’s narrative of development and decisiveness.

asking the almighty to As someone who spent four decades in uniform, I This is replicated over years, resulting in the 
“help keep ourselves sometimes wonder why, while leadership as a subject is atrophy of thought and enquiry, and a reduction 
p h y s i c a l l y  s t r o n g ,  taught at Indian military academies, the idea of having a in the excitement and novelty quotient. The 
mentally awake and military vision of self is not stressed well enough, One antidote to this withering of individual and 
morally straight”, the might well say that having a vision is part of leadership professional development is having a personal 
prayer also asks to training and is the same as having an aim. However, vision to work towards.This achieves three 
“awaken our admiration that’s not so. In these times of the omnipresent social objectives. First, it helps an officer to strive for 
for honest dealing and media, religiosity is being linked with one’s nationalism excellence. Consequently, there would be an 
clean thinking, and and the apolitical fabric of the armed forces is being elevation in their professional status. And third, 
guide us to choose the severely tested—with senior leadership being seeing them as a focused individual raises his 
harder right instead of photographed with politicians and spiritual heads in standing in the eyes of the organisation. It must 
the easier wrong”. The religious places outside cantonments. The recent be remembered that an officer is the most 
gaze of that person, Supreme Court ruling upholding the dismissal of a transparent person in a military formation, as 
staring back every young Army lieutenant for not attending the ‘mandir their actions are evaluated by subordinates 
morn ing  f rom the  parade’ of his battalion has brought the armed forces round the clock. “Does my sahab walk his 
m i r r o r ,  h a s  b e e n  officer cadre on the front-burner of national talk?” is the unwritten evaluation metric. But 
a s k i n g — a n d  w i l l  consciousness. In such a challenging environment, a how does one assess whether one is on the right 
c o n t i n u e  t o  personal vision can act as a moral compass to steer one’s track? While external mentors help, there is a 
a s k — w h e t h e r  t h a t  career in uniform with aplomb, and more importantly, in very harsh critic within oneself who can give 
harder right path has the spirit of what the Constitution expects from an true feedback. Melodramatic as it may sound, 
been traversed or the officer.Having a vision is having ‘an acute sense of the but that person is the one in the mirror staring 
easier wrong track taken possible’. A vision is aspirational—a dream that back every morning since they represent all of 
f o r  i l l e g i t i m a t e  subsumes multiple aims that are stepping stones to their subordinates looking up to them for most admired, too, because of his insistence on 

gain.Indian military academies have their work cut realising one’s own vision. There is an inherent element leadership. A truthful answer to his questioning gaze on professionalism—one accompanied with a heart of gold 
out—to drill in this sentiment of right and wrong in the of an aching for attaining something, best expressed by whether one lived up to the standards expected of a when it came to looking after the wellbeing of cadets. 
formulation of a personal ‘vision’ of every cadet under the blind entrepreneur Srikanth Bolla, who said on TV, military personnel, would act as a personal guardrail in Ronnie has been a role model for many, including this 
training, especially in these turbulent social media times. “You do not need eyesight to have a vision.”The the endeavour to achieve one’s vision.Since vision has an writer, and helped mould numerous young minds as they 
It would help greatly if the leadership, both military and exposure to TV and social media has made the present- osmotic effect on compatriots and juniors alike, role were launched into the roller-coaster of military life.
civilian, leads by example. The bearers of stars on day armed forces recruits different from those of models help in framing one’s own. Ask any service 

In the 1970s and earlier, the NDA prayer was recited by 
military epaulettes and office-holders in the political yesteryears. Today’s youth have an attention span of 10 officer who was a cadet in the National Defence 

cadets at the morning squadron muster. A line in that 
arena must remember that they are role models for the minutes between commercials. However, real life is very Academy in the early 1970s when Commodore (later 

prayer has special significance in the present times of 
boys and girls starting their careers in the military in a different and is specially so in uniformed services where Admiral) Ronald ‘Ronnie’ Pereira was the deputy 

restructuring of social mores and the intrusive role that 
resurgent India; they deserve only the best.the daily routine is rigidly structured—reveille, go to commandant. He was a disciplinarian to the core who 

politics has started playing in daily functioning. Besides 
work, follow a schedule, sleep and repeat the next day. would dish out punishments very liberally. He was the 

When religiosity is permeating the armed forces like never before and rigid discipline is at odds with shorter attention spans, it's essential for young soldiers to 
toughen their moral compass. Having mentors—like Ronnie Pereira was at the National Defence Academy—would help, as would the NDA cadets' old prayer

Time to strengthen military cadets' moral compass
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NEWS BOX

Khawaja, Alex Carey (wk), Cameron NEW DELHI. (Agency) 
Green, Mitchell Starc, Scott Boland, Steve Smith has been cleared to lead Australia 
Brendan Doggett, Michael Neser, Jhye in the Boxing Day Test after recovering 
Richardson.fully from an inner-ear issue, but the hosts 

Australia will go without a specialist spinner, will wait until match morning to lock in 
putting Todd Murphy’s hopes of a home their final XI for the fourth Ashes Test at the 
Boxing Day Test on hold. Instead, Brendan Melbourne Cricket Ground. With the Ashes 
Doggett, Michael Neser and Jhye already secured, Australia will walk into the 
Richardson are competing for the final pace marquee Test without regular captain Pat 
spots alongside Mitchell Starc and Scott Cummins and injured off-spinner Nathan 
Boland. Richardson, returning from a long Lyon, opting instead to assess conditions 

(Adelaide) Test and the first couple of days injury layoff, is edging closer to his first b e f o r e  f i n a l i s i n g  t h e i r  
of the (match until) all my vestibular stuff Test appearance in nearly four years.Smith combination.Speaking after Australia’s 
settled down...It was a shame to miss that was upbeat about Richardson’s return, final training session on Christmas 
one, it looked like a pretty nice wicket for noting his proven impact at the highest morning, Smith said the selectors wanted 
batting," Smith said."I was watching in the level. The stand-in captain also confirmed another close look at the pitch before 
hotel those first two days and wished I that Australia have already settled on their making the final call. The surface, described 
could have been out there, but I was it was 12, with the final XI to be chosen after a last by Smith as “quite furry” and carrying 
the right call at that stage (because) I was inspection of the wicket on Thursday around 10mm of grass, is expected to offer 
struggling," he added.Australia XII: Travis morning.Smith’s return to the side has plenty for fast bowlers, especially with cool 
Head ,  Jake  Weathera ld ,  Marnus  triggered a minor reshuffle in the batting and overcast conditions forecast for day 
Labuschagne, Steve Smith (c), Usman order. one.”I had a few bad days before the 

posts and showed little sign of debut  Rabat. (Agency) 
nerves.Algeria struck early, with Mahrez  France and Real Madrid legend Zinedine 
opening the scoring in the second minute Zidane had a front-row seat to a special 

family moment as his son Luca 
Zidane made his senior debut for 
Algeria in a comfortable 3–0 win 
over Sudan in the Africa Cup of 
Nations on Wednesday. The 
French football great was spotted 
in the stands at the Moulay El 
Hassan Stadium, drawing warm 
applause from fans whenever he 
appeared on the big screen.Algeria 
began their Group E campaign in in the second half but had to remain 
style, with captain Riyad Mahrez patient before adding to their lead.
s c o r i n g  t w i c e  a n d  y o u n g  Mahrez doubled his tally in the 61st minute, 
midfielder Ibrahim Maza finding finishing off a clever cross from 
the net to underline their status as Mohammed Amoura. The win was sealed 
one of the tournament favourites. after being set up by Hicham Boudaoui. late on when substitute Ibrahim Maza 
While the goals took centre stage, there Sudan briefly threatened on the counter, but r e ac t ed  qu i ckes t  a f t e r  Baghdad  
was quiet interest in goal, where Luca Luca was alert to deny Yaser Awad and later Bounedjah’s header to score his first 
delivered a composed performance on his stepped in again when Sudan found pockets international goal.As Algeria moved to the 
first international outing.The Granada of space despite being under sustained top of Group E with a convincing victory, 
goalkeeper was handed his chance after pressure.Sudan’s task became tougher just the night also carried a personal touch. 
first-choice stopper Alexandre Oukidja before the interval when Salah Adil was Zinedine Zidane’s presence added a feel-
was ruled out with injury. Having opted to sent off for a second yellow card following good subplot, as Luca Zidane marked his 
represent Algeria, his grandfather’s a foul on Rayan At-Nouri. With a numerical AFCON debut with a clean sheet and a 
country, Luca looked assured between the advantage, Algeria controlled proceedings memory that went beyond the result

 Zinedine Zidane watches son Luca 
make Algeria debut at AFCON

NEW DELHI. (Agency)  
Real Madrid have taken another decisive step 

in the Negreira case by formally requesting 
unrestricted access to FC Barcelona’s 
financial records connected to the long-
running investigation. The move signals an 
escalation in what has become one of the 
most closely watched legal disputes in 
European football.The request was revealed 
by former top-flight referee Xavier Estrada 
Fernandez, who is participating in the 
proceedings as a private prosecutor. In 
filings submitted to a Barcelona court, Real 
Madrid have asked to review all audits, due 
diligence exercises and forensic financial 
assessments linked to payments made to 
Jose Mara Enriquez Negreira or companies 
associated with him over a prolonged 
period.Madrid’s submission covers 
financial reviews carried out between 2010 
and 2021 and specifically references work 
completed by major external firms, 

including KPMG, PwC, Deloitte and Kroll. 
By seeking access to these documents, the 
club is aiming to piece together a detailed 
picture of how the payments were 
authorised, recorded and evaluated 
internally at Barcelona.

What Real Madrid want to see
Real Madrid’s request extends well beyond 

external audits. The club has asked for 
access to more than 600 documents 
submitted by Barcelona to the court in July 
2023, which form a substantial part of the 
evidentiary record in the case. These include 
financial explanations and supporting 
material provided by the Catalan club 
during the investigative phase.The filing 
also seeks disclosure of Barcelona’s own 
internal investigation into the payments. 
Madrid have requested preliminary and 
final reports, records or summaries of 
interviews conducted during that process, 
and details of any internal compliance or 
governance checks carried out by the club. 
The aim is to determine not only the scale of 
the payments, but also how they were 
justified internally and whether established 
procedures were followed.

NEW DELHI. (Agency) 

of New Zealand’s tour of India for an ODI into the national side, appearances by scheduled to play behind closed doors at the 
series and five T20Is, just months before the established superstars in domestic cricket BCCI Centre of Excellence. But Kohli’s aura 
T20 World Cup 2026 in February: go and ensured otherwise. Fans climbed trees just 
play the Vijay Hazare Trophy.Many felt the to catch a glimpse of the star batter, who 
cricket board was being a bit too strict with then went on to produce a brilliant hundred.
players who had just finished an MORE EYES ON DOMESTIC
international series against South Africa on There has never been any doubt about the 
December 19. But the message was depth of talent in Indian cricket. The 
unambiguous. The BCCI wanted India’s opening day of the Vijay Hazare Trophy 
stars to head back to the domestic circuit and itself witnessed breathtaking centuries from 
grind it out alongside the rest of the domestic Vaibhav Suryavanshi, Sakibul Gani and 
regulars. You may call it an attempt to end Ishan Kishan, with records tumbling across 
the superstar culture, but the board clearly venues.Bihar smashed 574 for six against a 
wanted to refocus attention on India’s hapless Arunachal Pradesh, while 
domestic structure.Until the 2010s, it was Karnataka pulled off a magical chase to stun 

became increasingly rare. That changed this common to see Indian greats like Sachin Jharkhand.
season.Jaipur was gripped by Rohit Sharma Tendulkar and Rahul Dravid turning out for All that was needed was attention to the 
fever as thousands thronged the Sawai their state sides. The Challenger Trophy,   product. When players like Rohit Sharma 
Mansingh Stadium to cheer for the former which pitted India’s top stars against one  It’s the Christmas season, a time when and Virat Kohli return to the domestic circuit, 
India captain. Some neutrals could have another, was another highlight — festivities usually take centre stage and fan interest naturally skyrockets. Earlier this 
easily mistaken the venue for Mumbai’s competitive, intense and full of memorable cricket often takes a backseat. But this year, year, when Kohli played a Ranji Trophy 
Wankhede Stadium. Rohit obliged the fans moments. Who can forget a young Sreesanth all eyes were firmly fixed on the Vijay match, the scenes outside the Arun Jaitley 
with a sensational hundred as Mumbai trying to sledge Sachin Tendulkar?Over Hazare Trophy, with the buzz around the Stadium were enough to underline his 
cruised to victory.Things were expected to be time, that culture faded. While young talents tournament reaching an all-time high.The enduring popularity.
quieter in Bengaluru, where Virat Kohli was continued to rise through the ranks and break BCCI were clear with their messaging ahead 

SPORTS

repeatedly unsettling England’s batting 
line-up across all conditions.Australia’s 
reliance on Starc was heightened early in the 
series, with Pat Cummins and Josh 
Hazlewood unavailable for parts of the 
campaign. Starc responded by leading the 
attack, finishing the first half of the series as 
the highest wicket-taker with 22 wickets 
from six innings and setting the tone for 
Australia’s bowling unit.Ponting also 
offered insightinto the technical evolution 
that has elevated Starc’s effectiveness. “He 
just doesn’t rely on that big in-swinger now 
to a right-hander,” Ponting explained. “He’s 
got the wobble seam delivery that goes 
across the right-hander and gives him a lot NEW DELHI. (Agency)  
more consistency. So he knows he can bowl  Former Australia captain Ricky Ponting has 
that ball pretty much at will. He knows the heaped praise on Mitchell Starc, describing 
line and length that it’s going to be delivered the left-arm quick’s performances in the 
at. And then his big strike weapon is still the ongoing Ashes as the finest he has seen dominance over England.“I don’t think I’ve game, a few different skills which have made fuller in-swinging ball to the right-handers.”across Starc’s career.Speaking on the ICC seen him bowl better,” Ponting said. “It him a more complete bowler.”Starc’s According to Ponting, the addition of a reliable Review Podcast, Ponting said Starc’s impact really has been quite outstanding what he’s numbers this year reflect that assessment. In wobble seam delivery has given Starc a with the ball has been decisive in Australia done with the new ball. He’s always been 2025, he has taken 51 wickets in just 10 Test crucial new option, allowing him to racing to an unassailable 3-0 lead in the 2025 known as a brand new ball bowler, and then matches at an average of 17.15, making him challenge right-handed batters with series. Starc has been named Player of the someone that was a good bowler with the old the leading wicket-taker in the format this movement away as well as his trademark in-Match twice in the first three Tests, ball, the ball that was reverse swinging. But year. In the Ashes alone, he has already swing.underlining his central role in Australia’s he’s added a few different dimensions to his picked up 22 wickets at an average of 17.04, 

The Ro-Ko pull: BCCI deserve plaudits for 
bringing star power to domestic cricket

Don't think I've seen Starc bowl better: 
Ricky Ponting praises Ashes impact

Steve Smith cleared to captain in Boxing Day 
Test as Australia name all-pace attack

NEW DELHI. (Agency) 
 Batting great Rohit Sharma appeared to 

thoroughly enjoy his return to the Vijay Hazare 
Trophy after nearly eight years, delivering both 
entertainment and authority in Mumbai’s 
emphatic win over Sikkim at the Sawai 
Mansingh Stadium in Jaipur on Wednesday.

Before Rohit went on to smash 155 off just 94 
balls in Mumbai’s successful chase, the 
spotlight briefly shifted to a lighter moment 
during Sikkim’s innings. As Rohit patrolled the 
boundary, chants of “Rohit, Rohit” echoed 
around the ground, with close to 20,000 fans in 
attendance for his first Vijay Hazare Trophy 
appearance for Mumbai since 2016.Amid the 
noise, a fan jokingly called out, asking if he 
would eat vada pav. Rohit responded with a 
smile and a gentle wave of his hand, suggesting 
a polite refusal. The brief exchange was caught 
on camera and soon found its way across social 
m e d i a ,  s p a r k i n g  w i d e s p r e a d  

amusement.Online, the “vada pav” reference 
has been treated largely in good humour. For 
many fans, it reinforces Rohit’s image as a 
cricketer deeply connected to Mumbai’s 
culture and ethos — approachable, grounded, 
and comfortable engaging with supporters. 
Others have used the moment as meme 
material, playfully exaggerating a long-
running joke rather than making any serious 
comment about his diet.That context matters, 
particularly given Rohit’s renewed focus on 
fitness. Since returning to competitive action 
after a four-month break in October, the former 
India captain has been noticeably disciplined. 
Earlier this month, during a birthday 
celebration for Yashasvi Jaiswal following an 
ODI against South Africa, Rohit jokingly 
declined cake when Virat Kohli encouraged the 
youngster to feed him a slice. “Mota ho jaunga 
main vapas,” Rohit quipped — a light-hearted 
line that nonetheless underlined the effort he 
has put into his conditioning. 

Vada pav khaoge? Rohit 
Sharma's reaction to 

fan's hilarious question 
goes viral

NEW DELHI. (Agency)  
Indian football’s top tier remains in limbo, but 

the All India Football Federation has at least 
placed two concrete ideas on the table. After 
weeks of uncertainty surrounding the Indian 
Super League’s future, a three-member AIFF 
committee has presented clubs with two 
possible formats for the 2025–26 season. 
Both are shaped by urgency, financial reality 
and the need to keep the league running, even 
if compromises are inevitable.The panel was 
set up in the aftermath of the AIFF Annual 
General Meeting on December 20 and met 
select stakeholders in New Delhi earlier this 
week for its first round of talks. Notably, the 
proposals were shared in their original form, 
with no added explanation, placing the onus 

on clubs to judge their feasibility 
independently.Both formats have been 
designed with cost efficiency as a central 
pillar. With the ISL currently without a 
commercial partner following the expiry of 
its agreement with Football Sports 
D e v e l o p m e n t  L i m i t e d ,  f i n a n c i a l  
sustainability has taken precedence over 
ideal sporting structures. Centralised venues 
and reduced matchdays are viewed as 
necessary trade-offs in the short term.

Are they any good for Indian football?
In the short term, the logic behind the proposals 

is hard to miss. The biggest danger facing the 
ISL right now is silence. AIFF officials are 
wary that a prolonged pause could make 
sponsors, broadcasters and commercial 
partners drift away, perhaps permanently. 
Getting the league on the field, even in a 
trimmed-down version, is seen as better than 
disappearing altogether.That said, the 
footballing trade-offs are impossible to gloss 
over. Centralised venues may help balance 
the books, but they drain the league of home 
atmosphere and local identity. Shortened 
formats compress the season, leaving little 
room for storylines to breathe. 

Real Madrid ask for full financial 
access in FC Barcelona's Negreira 

row investigation

What are the two ISL 
formats that AIFF 

have proposed and are 
they any good

The first day of  the Vijay Hazare Trophy 
saw the return of  Rohit Sharma and Virat 
Kohli to the domestic circuit, and with it, 
the attention of  the fans came back to 
the domestic circuit. The BCCI deserves 
plaudits for making it a mandate for 
stars to grace the domestic circuit with 
their presence; they have ensured that 
they have set up a foundation for bigger 
things.

Ricky Ponting has lauded Mitchell 

Starc for his outstanding 

performances in the ongoing Ashes, 

pointing to the clear evolution in his 

bowling. Starc's impact has been 

central to Australia establishing a 

commanding 3-0 lead over England.
 

Zinedine Zidane watched 
proudly as his son Luca made his 
Algeria debut at AFCON. A 
composed display in goal capped 
a dominant win and added a 
memorable family moment to 
Algeria's campaign.
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As discussions around the 8th Pay 
Commission gather pace, the 
debate around pay hikes has 
already begun. Inflation may be 
under control on paper, yet higher 
rents and household expenses are 
shaping expectations from the 
next salary and pension revision.

(Agency) excessive deductions have been   Kolkata .
The Central Board of Direct Taxes shown, resulting in understated income 

(CBDT) has launched the NUDGE and understated tax liability. The CDT 
campaign for assessment year 2025-26. wants these to be rectified by the end of 
NUDGE is the acronym for "Non- this calendar year.
intrusive Use of Data to Guide and Mode of alerting taxpayers
Enable". In the process, it is alerting CBDT is not dispatching notices to 
taxpayers about incorrect deductions taxpayers who usually view notices 
and exemptions via SMS and email. with apprehension. Instead Income 
The CBDT is not out to scare taxpayers Tax Department has contacted data analytics and risk management 
but wants to provide taxpayers with a taxpayers via SMS and email. This systems have revealed instances where 
window to voluntarily correct errors by contact is being made under the "Non-deductions and exemptions have been 
reviewing their ITRs. The deadline for intrusive Use of Data to Guide and incorrectly claimed for assessment year 
filing revised returns is December 31, Enable  (NUDGE)"  campaign .  2025-26. Quite a few discrepancies 
2025. This is a special campaign to Taxpayers have been asked to re-have been found in these cases. Some 
encourage taxpayers to review their examine their ITRs and file revised taxpayers have shown donations to 
ITR (income tax returns) and returns by December 31, 2025.political parties or organisations that 
voluntarily correct any errors. Avoiding false claimsare either unrecognised or even non-

Why the NUDGE campaign? Do not ignore any messages or email existent. In many cases, incorrect or 
In a notification issued on December 23, from the Income Tax Department after invalid PAN numbers have been used 

2025, the CBDT stated that advanced Dec 12, 2025.for donations. In some returns, 

AWS glitch sends shockwaves across US and 
India, disrupts cloud-powered services

revise pay and pensions for over 50 lakh expenses having undergone a radical even as headline inflation remains in 
central government employees and transformation in the last few years,” he control,” he adds.This is where the 
nearly 69 lakh pensioners. While the says. fitment factor, i.e., the multiplier used to 
final implementation date and funding revise basic pay and pensions, becomes HOUSING COSTS UNDER STRAIN
details are yet to be confirmed, one important. If salary hikes fail to match 
factor is already emerging as central to real living costs, it can affect savings, 
the discussions, i.e., inflation and the spending habits and long-term financial 
rising cost of living. stability.

WHY INFLATION MATTERS THIS MORE THAN JUST INFLATION 
TIME MATH

Unlike earlier pay revisions, the cost Gupta says that pay commission reforms 
structure for households has changed go beyond simply adjusting for 
sharply in recent years. Even though inflation.
headline inflation remains largely “Reforms on the salary side are more than 
under control, everyday expenses, just mathematical compensation for 

New Delhi.(Agency) especially in cities, have gone up inflation. They are related to the 
As the year draws to a close, expectations steadily. Housing has become one of the preservation of purchasing power,” he 

for the 8th Pay Commission have become biggest pressure points for working explains ,  adding that  housing 
more realistic. With the 7th Pay families.Shashank Gupta, Director at affordability is likely to influence both According to Gupta, housing expenses are 
Commission ending on December 31, RPS, points out that inflation will play a salary hikes and HRA revisions.where the strain is most visible. Rents, 
2025 and the new panel given an 18- k e y  r o l e  i n  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n ’s  home loan EMIs, maintenance charges WHAT ABOUT ARREARS?
month timeline, revised salaries and thinking.“Inflation and cost of living and electricity bills have all risen, There is also clarity emerging on arrears. 
pensions are now unlikely before late issues will be an important factor for particularly in urban centres.“As far as CA Manish Mishra, Founder of 
2027 or early 2028.Once implemented, c o n s i d e r a t i o n  b y  t h e  8 t h  P a y  housing costs are concerned, the squeeze GenZCFO, says delays in implementation 
the 8th Pay Commission is expected to Commission, especially with the nature of on working-class families is pretty clear, will not mean loss of dues.

8th Pay Commission: How inflation could 
shape salary and pension revisions

Gold And Silver Bring Cheers For 
Investors, 2026 Outlook Remains Strong

MUMBAI.(Agency) 
 IndiGo and Air India Express commenced 

operations at the newly inaugurated Navi Mumbai 
International Airport (NMIA) on Thursday. 
Promoted by Adani Airport Holdings, NMIA 
commenced airside operation from December 25, 
2025 with the arrival of its first commercial flight.

The inaugural arrival, IndiGo flight 6E460 from 
Bengaluru, touched down at 08:00 hrs and was 
welcomed with the traditional water salute. This 
was followed by the airport’s first departure, an 
IndiGo flight 6E882 to Hyderabad, which took off 
at 08:40 hrs, completing NMIA’s inaugural arrival 
and departure cycle.The airport, second in the 
Mumbai Metropolitan Region (MMR), is a 74:26 
joint venture between Adani Airport Holdings Ltd 
(AAHL) and City and Industrial Development 
Corporation of Maharashtra (CIDCO). With a 
planned capacity of 90 million passengers and 3.2 
million tonnes of cargo per annum, NMIA will 
commence Phase 1 operations with a capacity of 
20 million passengers and 0.8 million tonnes of 
cargo per annum.IndiGo’s initial services from 
NMIA connect to the following 13 destinations: 
Ahmedabad, Bengaluru, Cochin, Delhi, 

Hyderabad, Lucknow, Mangaluru, Nagpur, Goa 
(Mopa), Jaipur, Chennai, Coimbatore and 
Vadodara.Vinay Malhotra, Head of Global Sales, 
IndiGo, said, "Initially, IndiGo will be connecting 
NMIA to over 10 key destinations across the 
nation. These newly launched services will 
support the growth of this brand-new aviation 
gateway and complement Mumbai’s Chhatrapati 
Shivaji Maharaj International Airport."Air India 
Express inaugurated its services from NMIA with 
direct flights to Bengaluru and Delhi. The first Air 
India Express flight from Navi Mumbai 
International Airport operated to Bengaluru, 
marking the commencement of the airline’s 
services from the new airport.Following the 
inaugural Bengaluru service, the airline’s 
inaugural Delhi flight is scheduled to depart from 
Navi Mumbai at 14:05 hours and arrive in the 
national capital at 16:20 hours. Aloke Singh, 
Managing Director, Air India Express, said, "AIX 
will scale up its operations going forward, offering 
guests reliable, value-driven connectivity 
delivered with the warmth of Indian hospitality, 
supported by a modern fleet.”

BUSINESS

IndiGo, Air India Express kick 
off  operations at Navi 

Mumbai International Airport

New Delhi.(Agency) indicators did not reflect a major services. Even limited or region-
sys tem-wide  d i s rup t ion .  Th i s  specific disruptions can cascade  Chennai: Amazon Web Services (AWS) 
divergence between user-reported quickly across multiple industries, experienced a disruption on Thursday 
issues and official status updates a f f e c t i n g  m i l l i o n s  o f  u s e r s  that triggered connectivity complaints 
highlights a recurring challenge in simultaneously. The timing of the from users in the United States and 
assessing cloud outages. Many digital incident, during a holiday period India, bringing renewed attention to the 

marked by elevated online activity, fragility of cloud-dependent digital 
likely magnified both the operational ecosystems. The incident was flagged 
impact and the volume of user b y  o u t a g e - t r a c k i n g  p l a t f o r m  
complaints.The event also reflects the Downdetector, which recorded a sharp 
increasing reliance on real-time outage spike in user reports over a short 
trackers as an alternative source of period, suggesting problems with 
information during disruptions. While accessing services hosted on AWS 
such platforms provide early signals infrastructure.In the US, the volume of 
based on crowd-sourced data, they can complaints rose quickly during early 
sometimes overstate the scale of a hours, with users reporting difficulties 
problem or blur the distinction between ranging from slow response times to 
infrastructure failures and downstream complete service unavailability. In 
service issues. At the same time, delays services operate on complex stacks India, the number of reports was 
or limited transparency in official involving content delivery networks, relatively smaller but spread across key 
communications from cloud providers internet service providers, application technology hubs, indicating that the 
can fuel uncertainty among businesses layers and third-party integrations. A disruption was not confined to a single 
and consumers alike.Overall, the fault in any of these components can geography. Several consumer-facing 
reported AWS disruption serves as manifest to end users as a cloud outage platforms, particularly online gaming 
another reminder of how deeply even if core infrastructure remains services and applications that rely 
embedded cloud services have become largely functional.From an analytical heavily on AWS for backend 
in everyday digital life and how even perspective, the episode underscores operations, were among those affected, 
brief interruptions can have outsized the growing concentration risk in the amplifying the visibility of the outage 
effects. For enterprises, it reinforces the global cloud market. AWS hosts a vast during a period of high internet 
importance of redundancy, multi-cloud share of the world’s digital traffic, from usage.AWS did not immediately 
s t ra teg ies  and  c lear  inc ident  enterprise applications and fintech acknowledge a widespread internal 
communication. platforms to entertainment and gaming failure, and its public service health 

Coupang Data Leak: 
Presidential Office To Hold 
Emergency Meeting

New Delhi.(Agency) 
 The presidential office was set to hold an emergency 

meeting with relevant government officials later on 
Thursday to discuss a recent data breach at e-
commerce giant Coupang, informed sources told 
Yonhap news agency. "There is widespread 
understanding within the government about the 
seriousness of the breach," a source said, asking not 
to be identified. "Given the gravity of the issue, the 
meeting will take place even on the holiday.”Kim 
Yong-beom, presidential chief of staff for policy, was 
set to chair the meeting, which will also be attended 
by Science Minister Bae Kyung-hoon, Personal 
Information Protection Commission Chair Song 
Kyung-hee, Korea Media Communications 
Commission Chair Kim Jong-cheol and Fair Trade 
Commission Chair Ju Biung-ghi. Officials from 
investigative agencies, such as the National Police 
Agency, are also expected to attend, according to the 
source.Notably, Foreign Minister Cho Hyun and 
officials from the National Security Office are said to 
be attending the meeting, indicating they may look 
into Coupang's lobbying activities in the United 
States. Other sources close to the issue noted the fact 
that the meeting will be held on a holiday suggests 
how seriously President Lee Jae Myung takes the 
issue.During a briefing by the finance ministry on 
Dec. 11, Lee criticized the U.S.-listed e-commerce 
giant, saying, "Those people are not afraid of 
punishment at all." Earlier, South Korea launched an 
interagency task force (TF) to carry out an 
investigation into the recent data breach at U.S. e-
commerce giant Coupang that affected 33.7 million 
users.

CHENNAI.(Agency)
 India’s ambition of exporting goods and services 

worth $1 trillion by the end of FY26 is increasingly 
looking difficult to achieve, according to an 
assessment by Global Trade Research Initiative. The 
analysis highlights a growing disconnect between 
policy targets and prevailing economic conditions, 
shaped by a weak global trade environment and 
unresolved structural challenges at home.

The $1 trillion export goal has been projected as a key 
milestone in India’s push to expand its presence in 
global trade and strengthen its role in international 
supply chains. While services exports, led by 
information technology and business services, have 
continued to grow at a steady pace, merchandise 
exports have struggled to regain momentum. 
Sluggish demand in major markets such as the 
United States and Europe, along with geopolitical 
uncertainty and supply chain disruptions, has 
constrained growth in goods exports.The assessment 
by GTRI founder Ajay Srivastava notes that global 
trade conditions remain unfavourable for a rapid 
expansion in exports. High interest rates, persistent 
inflation and fiscal tightening in advanced 
economies have weighed on consumption and 
investment, limiting import demand. At the same 
time, rising protectionist measures, including non-
tariff barriers and stricter regulatory standards, have 
increased compliance costs for exporters from 
emerging markets, including India.Domestic factors 
have further complicated the outlook. High logistics 
costs, fragmented manufacturing bases and 
regulatory complexity continue to undermine export 
competitiveness. Although initiatives such as 
production-linked incentive schemes have 
encouraged investment in select sectors, their impact 
on export volumes has so far been gradual rather than 
transformative.The analysis also questions the 
assumptions underlying the $1 trillion target. 
Achieving such a figure within a short timeframe 
would require sustained double-digit growth across 
both goods and services at a time when global trade 
growth itself remains subdued.

CBDT NUDGE campaign: Rectify mistakes if you 
receive SMS and emails; deadline Dec 31

Crypto market correction: Is 
this the time to enter for 
equity investors Giottus CEO 
explores

performance was supported by ongoing geopolitical risks are expected 
geopolitical tensions, inflation concerns, to support prices. Analysts suggest that 
and expectations of interest rate cuts by keeping an eye on central bank activity 
the US Federal Reserve.A major driving -- whether they continue buying, hold 
force behind gold’s rally was steady their reserves, or start selling -- will be 
buying by global central banks. For three critical, as their actions often signal 
consecutive years -- 2022, 2023 and f u t u r e  p r i c e  t r e n d s  w e l l  i n  
2024 -- central banks have purchased advance.“With uncertainty still 
more than 1,000 tonnes of gold each dominating the global economic 
year. Alongside this, global investors landscape, precious metals are likely to 
continued to invest through gold ETFs, continue playing an important role in 

This dual role -- as a precious metal and an using them as a safe place to park investor portfolios, offering a mix of 
industrial input -- has helped silver deliver funds.Big global banks have turned safety and growth potential,” experts 
more than double the returns of gold in increasingly bullish on gold’s outlook. stated.Meanwhile, both metal’s prices 
2025. Looking ahead, experts believe the Goldman Sachs has raised its 2026 year- climbed to new record highs on the MCX 
positive momentum in silver could end gold price target to $4,900 per ounce, on Wednesday morning, helped by a weak 

New Delhi.(Agency) continue into 2026.Market specialists say citing strong central bank demand and US dollar and expectations that the US 
 In a year marked by heightened global that strong industrial demand, limited ETF inflows. Deutsche Bank has also Federal Reserve may cut interest rates 

uncertainty, precious metals delivered supply, and supportive global trends could upgraded its outlook, projecting gold further. Gold futures for February rose 
exceptional returns for investors, with help silver rise by another 15 to 20 per cent prices at $4,450 per ounce in 2026. 0.42 per cent to touch an all-time high of 
silver emerging as a surprise winner. next year. Some analysts expect that in the Silver’s rally, however, has been driven by Rs 1,38,469 per 10 grams. Silver futures 
Silver prices surged by more than 137 per first half of 2026 alone, silver may more than just safe-haven demand. Strong for March jumped nearly 2 per cent to hit a 
cent -- outperforming gold -- which also generate an additional 20 to 25 per cent industrial usage has played a crucial role. fresh record of Rs 2,23,742 per kg.
posted a strong gain of around 68 per cent return from current levels, though they Growing demand from sectors such as In the global market, gold prices crossed the 
this year.With equity markets facing advise investors to invest gradually, solar power, electric vehicles, and $4,500 per ounce level for the first time. 
volatility, both metals strengthened their especially if prices see short-term electronics has significantly increased The rise was driven by strong demand for 
position as preferred safe investment corrections.Gold’s outlook also remains silver consumption.At the same time, safe-haven assets as investors expect 
options, but silver clearly outshone all positive for 2026. Continued central bank supply constraints have tightened the more interest rate cuts by the US Federal 
traditional choices. Gold’s strong buying, possible US rate cuts, and market, pushing prices sharply higher. Reserve next year.

Kolkata  .(Agency)
Though investing in crypto currency is frowned upon 

in India by the finance ministry and Reserve Bank of 
India authorities, many individuals invest in this 
asset and in growing numbers. Recently there has 
been a decline in the crypto market. Vikram 
Subburaj, CEO at Giottus explores the question, 
whether this dip offers an opportunity for investors to 
enter the crypto market which can provide a 
diversification strategy, especially when the equity 
markets are back near their peaks. He tries to answer 
the question why the decline in crypto prices and 
sums up the year 2025 for the asset. For details, 
please read on.South Asia is emerging as the fastest-
growing region for 2025 and India frequently tops 
global indices and domestic reports also show a 
remarkable surge in crypto SIPs this year," Subburaj 
points out. Giottus is a fully compliant, FIU-
registered Indian exchange serving over a million 
customers.Q: The crypto market correcting to a half-
year low while equities remain at record highs, is this 
the right time to enter and consider a diversification 
strategy?A: This kind of dislocation is the time when 
diversification starts to make sense, provided 
investors stagger entries and manage risk. Bitcoin is 
trading around the high-$80K to low-$90K band 
after falling roughly 30% from its October all-time 
high above $126,000. The broader market has shed 
over $1 trillion in value. This has taken the total 
crypto capitalisation from above $4.2 trillion to near 
$3.2 trillion.Equities, meanwhile, are hovering 
around record levels. So, investors are effectively 
buying crypto on sale versus stocks at a premium. At 
the same time, global crypto ownership and 
penetration have continued to rise in 2025. 

Why India is likely to miss 
the $1 trillion export mark: 
GTRI assessment

 

With equity markets facing volatility, both 
metals strengthened their position as 
preferred safe investment options, but 
silver clearly outshone all traditional 
choices. Gold’s strong performance was 
supported by geopolitical tensions, 
inflation concerns, and expectations of 
interest rate cuts by the US Federal 
Reserve.
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Life in a fortLife in a fortLife in a fortLife in a fort

Jaisalmer

Getaway

A small coastal town in Karnataka, it used to be highly 

unlikely that Murudeshwar was on the travel wish-list for 

any one other than the inhabitants of Karnataka state. 

B

Scuba diving is what brought me here.

Climate

ut the times are a changing now. 
Coupled with accessibility and 
the increased desire of visiting 
off-beat destinations, people 

have started venturing further south of beach 
haven, Goa, to Murudeshwar. Scuba diving has 
been another reason for this destination 
becoming popular over the past couple of 
years.

The summers in Murudeshwar are hot and 
extend from March to May. The winters are 
quite pleasant and do get as chilly as it can 

possibly get on the Indian west coast.This 
makes the months of Oct to Mar the perfect time 
to visit Murudeshwar. Leaving aside the 
monsoon months of July to September, anytime 
is a great time to visit here.

Being a religious town, it is not easy to come by 
non-vegetarian restaurants in Murudeshwar. 
The Sea Lounge at RNS Residency is a great 
place to sit and have a meal given its ambience 
and view but does not serve non-veg or alcohol. 
You can however come down here for a juice or 
milkshake in the morning or afternoon. Naveen 
Beach Resort is probably the only one in the 
main town where you get both alcohol as well as 

Food

non-veg food and is therefore the one most 
popular amongst tourists. Definitely go here 
for seafood.Naveen Beach Restaurant is a 
great place to have breakfast with its 
traditional south indian fare. They have 
amazing dosa, upma, meduwada, etc.

Murudeshwar is a small little beautiful beach 
town with loads of tourists visiting to see the 
temples and to take a dip in the holy waters of 
this town. The town is in fact named after 
Lord Shiva.

Murudeshwar is home to the second tallest 
Shiva statue in the world. Standing 
enormously tall at 123 ft, this statue is the 
main reason thousands of tourists throng to 
Murudeshwar.

Places of interest

Shiva temple

Raja Gopura

At 18 to 20 storeys high, 
this tower was built by Mr R.N Shetty, a 

very well known businessman and 
philanthropist in Murudeshwar. To me it 
seemed like he practically owns the town. 
This Raja Gopura was built with a viewing 
gallery on the 18th floor so that everyone 
could witness the spectacular views from a 
height as well as get a great view of the 
statue of Lord Shiva.

While the beach is beautiful just as any other 
beach is to me, it is lined with small, cheap 
food stalls, crabs, garbage and locals who 
stare at you enough to make you 
uncomfortable. So Murudeshwar beach is 
preferably best scene from afar. However a 
trip to the beach really early in the morning 
might not be a bad idea.

A boat ride of around an hour and fifteen 
minutes from Murudeshwar beach gets you 

Murudeshwar beach

Netrani Island - Scuba diving & 
snorkelling

to Netrani Island. This is a small island, one 
that you don't really need to get down on to. 
The boatmen will keep the boat parked close 
by to the island and you can jump in with a 
snorkel mask and have some fun. I'd 
recommend giving scuba diving a try. It is 
probably the next best thing to travelling 
into outer space as a lot of people say.

The nearest airport is Mangalore at 165 kms 
away. It probably doesn't make sense for 
people to fly in to Mangalore and then drive 
to Murudeshwar unless they're coming from 
far up north and are really constrained on 
time.

Murudeshwar is well connected on the 
Konkan railway line with a few trains daily 
connecting it to Goa and onwards to 
Mumbai.

The journey from Pune to Murudeshwar is 
over 600 kilometres. We left in a friend's car 
at 7:45am, not bad considering our targeted 
time of departure was to be 6:30am. While 
getting out of Pune, head in the general 
direction that you would to go to Goa. You 
could go up till Goa and then drive 
southwards but it is a better idea to travel 
through the interiors of Karnataka via Hubli 
and reach Murudeshwar directly. The time 
taken for this journey was around 11 hours 
with enough leisurely tea and eats stops.Go 
to Murudeshwar only if you plan on going 
snorkeling or scuba diving because there 
isn't much else here. A few hour stop-over to 
visit the temples would be just fine but 
Netrani Island definitely scored high on my 
travel ranks.

How to get there

By air

By rail

By road

Travel

Murudeshwar
 The offbeat 

Jaisalmer
I have never seen a place so lively and vivid as seen at the 
famous Sonar Kila (Golden Fort). The fort got its name 
because the yellow sandstone by which the fort has been 
made of, glows in the sunlight. For me, it doesn't actually 
glow but everything looks very bright and happy. Infact, 
all the houses or buildings in the city are made of this 
stone. I wanted to know more about this stone and 
Googled it, then I realized that you can actually decorate 
your living room or bathroom with one of these stunning 
Jaisalmer stones (they also have marble etc).
Little bit more about the fort, its actual name was Trikut 
Garh because it was made in a triangle shape and was 
constructed approx. 250 feet above on Trikuta Hills. You 
must have read in the history books about how a whole 
city is protected by the walls of fort so that people could 
be saved from enemy. Yes, this fort is a live example. This 
is one of the largest forts in the world. The high walls 
saved the king and the civilians from the enemy. There is 

one story that Allauddin Khilji attacked Jaisalmer and 
thought that he could cut of food and water supply for the 
city. Interestingly, he didn't know that there are secret 
doors and tunnels and people of the fort have access to the 
outer world through these tunnels.
Places of interest
Kings of Jaisalmer were called Maharawal because they 
are descendents of Yaduvanshi. The fort was built by Rao 
Jaisal in the year 1156. Later after the independence the 
fort has been gifted to locals. The fort is being taken care by 
the government of India. This is one such unique fort in 
India where a whole city breathes. You will understand 
better when you read more.
Jaisalmer is one of the very famous tourist's destinations 
but unlike Jaipur it is not densely populated thus this 
became a favorite destination for a peaceful vacation. 
Being a woman, I definitely would like to add one more 

point. The city is safe and crime free so female traveler can 
easily roam around freely without any inconvenience.
The fort has been gifted by the king to Brahmins, Rajputs 
and other locals living at that time. So you will find temples, 
shops, hotels, restaurants all in the same place. Our guide 
explained us in a very nice manner. Jains and Baniyas were 
supposed to handle money, Rajputs were supposed to fight, 
protect and Brahmins were supposed to conduct prayers. In 
the earlier days, there was this clear distinction and thus 
clear responsibilities for each caste.
The main attractions of the fort are its four gates, Jain 
temple, Lakshminath temple, Raj mahal, Patwon Ki 
Haveli. The gates are called Akhai Pol (the entry gate), 
Suraj Pol (namaskar gate), Ganesh Pol (third gate), and 
Hawa Pol (forth gate). Apart from beautiful architecture of 
these gates they also have some important functions. Like 
the Hawa Pol is the place where the traveler can sit and 
relax because of the architecture of the gate makes it very 
airy.
The Jains were the financial backbone of the kings. They 
lend money to the kings when needed. For their good deeds, 
the king had presented them a land where the Jain temple 
had been constructed. This is one of the most beautiful 
buildings inside the fort. This temple has special 
significance in Jain community and Jains from all over the 
country visit this temple.
The temple is carved with yellow sandstone. No cement or 
any other glueing agent is used to build this temple. Instead 
the whole temple was made with stones connected and 
screwed together. Very interesting concept, but this method 
is used to build all the houses inside the fort.
There are many interesting customs followed by the locals. 
One such custom is that every house has been decorated 
with Ganesh symbol outside their home announcing there 
children's marriage and this would only be changed when a 

new marriage took place in the house. Thus, the names and 
date will change and the rest will be the same. The same 
custom also happens for deaths and childbirth.
There is a whole lot other things which you could do inside 
the fort. Indulge yourself in the photography, with those 
vibrant colors the fort gives ample of opportunity for 
exclusive photo shoots. You could also indulge yourself with 
the some fine artifacts like brass and stone work, photo 
frames, bed sheets, Jaipuri rajais, colorful apparels. There is 
an immense respect that locals have for Manikda (famous 
director Satyajit Ray) as according to them , he put Jaisalmer 
in many ways on the map and increased the sale of yellow 
sandstone artifacts.
You also got plenty of food option inside the fort, try 
Kachori's at Bhatia Market or if you dig Italian and 
continental try Jaisal's Italy (Veg/Egg). What I figure out 
from my own experience that most of the restaurants inside 
the fort serves fresh and tasty food. So you can safely try new 
restaurants in the place.
How to get there
By air
Right now there is only an army airport in Jaisalmer but one 
civilian airport is being constructed which will take some 
more time to built. The nearest airport from Jaisalmer is in 
Jodhpur which is approx. 300km from the city. There are 
good number of transportation plying between Jaisalmer 
and Jodhpur.
By rail
The connectivity of Jaisalmer from other city through train 
is also good. However, the number of trains are limited so 
you have to get the tickets booked in advance prefrebly one 
or two month in advance.
This is a city living inside the fort, either you could spend 
couple of hours in the fort or spend a day or couple of days. 
The fort could fulfill all your wishes, be it a quite holiday or 
historical tour. You just need to have an open eye and the 
world (fort) will be your oyster.
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