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Every effort of Punjab Govt
is aimed at channelizing

unbounded energy of youth
in positive direction, wean-
ing them away from men-
ace of drugs: CM Mann

The Sikh Times
CHANDIGARH, December 24: At a

high level review of the Sports and Youth
Services Department held on
Wednesday, Chief Minister Sardar
Bhagwant Singh Mann issued clear, time
bound directions to overhaul Punjab’s
sports infrastructure, asking officers to
complete 3,100 stadiums across the state
by June 2026 at a cost of ?1,350 crore.
The Chief Minister also rolled out a
sweeping package that includes ultra
modern gyms at nearly 3,000 locations,
distribution of 17,000 sports kits worth
?50 crore, launch of a comprehensive
sports portal, and construction of a new

Yuva Bhawan at a cost of ?43 crore, stress-
ing that the government’s central objec-
tive is to channel the vast energy of
Punjab’s youth into productive, disci-
plined pursuits and pull them away from
the menace of drugs. Chairing a review
meeting of the Sports and Youth Services
department on Wednesday, CM
Bhagwant Singh Mann said that in conso-
nance with the New Sports Policy 2023
these stadiums are being constructed in
the villages across Punjab.  “?1350 crore
will be spent on these stadiums with
fence, gate, jogging tracks, leveled play-
ground, Trees, Volleyball court, Store and
others. The work on these stadiums
should be completed within the stipulated
time frame adding that quality work
should be ensured by all means,” he
asserted. The Chief Minister said that
ultra modern gyms will be set up at
around 3,000 locations across the state to
channelize the energy of youth in a posi-
tive direction. “In the first phase ?35 crore
will be spent on setting up such ultra
modern gyms in 1000 locations across the
state. These gyms will have ultra modern
equipment like barbell, weight lifting
Sets, benches, dumbbell sets, kettlebell
Sets, racks, floor mats and others at all
locations,” he highlighted. CM Bhagwant
Singh Mann also said that 17,000 Sports
Kits for players will be distributed by the
state government at a cost of ?50 crore.
“These kits will have Volleyball and
Football (three balls and two nets each),
Cricket (two Bats, Wickets, six Tennis
balls) at every location.” The Chief
Minister asked the officers to ensure that
5,600 sports kits are distributed in the vil-
lages by March 31, 2026. He also said that
it is a matter of immense pride and satis-
faction that the Department is all set to
launch a comprehensive Sports Portal.
“The sports lovers and sportspersons will
be able to get facilities like registry of
Players, Online Gradation, Online DBT,
organizing Sports Events, ground
Reservation, e-Certificates, recording
Results, pension / Scholarship and others
on a single click. 
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Gurgaon.(Agency)
A city court convicted a woman for the 2022 

murder of her husband, ruling that strong 
circumstantial and forensic evidence 
outweighed key witnesses turning hostile 
during the trial.According to the 
prosecution, Anita Pathak (47) attacked 
her husband Raghavendra Pathak (50) 
with a helmet during a quarrel. When the 
helmet broke, she picked up a cricket bat 
and continued assaulting him, inflicting 
injuries that he later succumbed to.

During the trial, the couple's children and 
other family members turned hostile, 
refusing to testify against Anita. 
Raghvendra was found dead on July 8, 
2022 at  home under  suspicious 
circumstances. Initially, it was reported as 
an accidental fall in the bathroom, but 

further investigations revealed injuries are 
consistent with a physical assault. 
Recovery key evidence found at the 
couple's home, including a broken helmet, 
a cricket bat and blood-stained items, 
proved crucial as forensic analysis linked 
them directly to the fatal assault.

The court noted Anita's suspicious behaviour 
following her husband's death, such as her 
attempts to expedite the funeral and her 
inability to provide a credible explanation 
during her statements. Her previous 
allegations of domestic disputes with 
Raghvendra, fueled by his unemployment 
and drinking habits, were also considered 
part of the motive.Raghvendra, according 
to his brother and complainant Vijendra 
Pathak, got married to Anita in 2008 and 
had two children. He had been 

unemployed for two years after losing his 
job at ITC during Covid."Anita Pathak 
runs a beauty parlour. Raghvendra lost 
his job. Due to this, the couple used to 
have arguments, and he turned to 
alcohol," said Vijendra.On the night of 
July 8, 2022, Vijendra received a call 
from his cousin, Pushpendra Pathak, 
informing him that Raghvendra was in 
critical condition and admitted to Metro 
Hospital in Palam Vihar. Shortly after, he 
received another call from a relative, 
Abhay Jeet Mishra, who informed him of 
Raghvendra's death.Anita was arrested 
on July 10, 2022. Based on her disclosure 
statement, police seized the bat, stick, 
helmet, pillow, and sheet used in the 
murder. A chargesheet was filed against 
her on Sept 26, 2022.

Dust on busy corridors, debris at building sites choke 
Gurgaon: Minister asked for visible improvement in 7 days

Children, other witnesses, turn hostile; court relies on 
evidence to convict woman of  husband’s murder

Haryana amends private university 
law after Al-Falah terror case

Ghaziabad.(Agency)
 NCR Transport Corporation (NCRTC) 

has suspended an RRTS (Namo Bharat) 
train operator and lodged an FIR 
agNCR Transport  Corporat ion 
(NCRTC) has suspended an RRTS 
(Namo Bharat) train operator and 
lodged an FIR against him for allegedly 
filming two young passengers who had 
engaged in a sexual act inside a moving 
coach and later circulating the video. 
The FIR, registered at Muradnagar 
police station following widespread 
public criticism, also mentioned the 
young boy and girl, who are yet to be 
traced.

The incident, which took place on Nov 24 
in a premium coach between Duhai and 
Muradnagar, was filmed by the train 
operator using his mobile phone from 
the live feed of compartments

"On Monday, we got an FIR registered 
under BNS sections 296 (obscene acts 
in a public place) and 77 (voyeurism), 
and Section 67 of the IT Act, which 
concerns publishing or transmitting 
obscene material in electronic form. 
The FIR mentions the train operator, 
who was found to have recorded the act 
from the live CCTV feed and circulated 
it, as well the unknown couple 
involved," an NCRTC official sahe 
official confirmed that the train 
operator, Rishabh, was terminated for 
violating NCRTC protocols, which 
strictly prohibit staff from recording or 
sharing surveillance footag

CCTV footage showed that the coach in 
which the incident occurred hardly had 
any other passenger. The Namo Bharat 
train system is monitored round the 
clock by CCTV at both station and 
central control levels, with additional 
security provided by the UP Special 
Security Force and dedicated police 
stations along the corridor.Asked why 
it took almost a month to initiate action 
against the operator, the NCRTC 
official said, "The incident was under 
verification, which took some time. We 
had to ensure the facts before 
proceeding."The official emphasised 
that NCRTC does not tolerate breaches 
of privacy or misuse of surveillance 
systemA police official involved in the 
investigation said., 

DEHLI/NCR

Roads under water; trees & poles 
uprooted: Cities on knees again

Noida/Ghaziabad. The showers that started Friday 
and continued on Sunday has led to heavy 
waterlogging in Noida and Ghaziabad.

A park for children in Noida Sector 51 has turned into 
a shallow pool, while parks and green belts in 
sectors 119, 12, 30, 120, etc., also remained out of 
bounds due to flooding.Low-lying areas, like 
Botanical Garden Metro station in Noida and Jagat 
Farm Market in Greater Noida, are under at least 
two feet of water. Meanwhile, residents reported 
flooded roads and basements in Noida sectors 22, 
30, 36, 51, 62, 71, 104, 105, 72, 117, 122, 99, 
etc.The picture is similar in Ghaziabad, with Abhay 
Khand, Loni, and Muradnagar facing waterlogging.

Late on Sunday, following reports of 12 people stuck 
in Tronica City due to heavy waterlogging, a team 
of Ghaziabad NDRF carried out a rescue operation. 
Considering a warning of heavy rain ahead, NDRF 
teams are on high alert for emergency response in 
Noida and Ghaziabad.Residents blamed the 
authorities for not taking adequate measures to 
check flooding.“The Noida Authority failed to 
prepare for the monsoon in advance. All its claims 
have fallen flat. In Sector 51, people are wading 
through one-and-a-half feet to two feet of water. 
The Sunday showers also left houses and basements 
flooded.

News box

Mastermind behind Rs 10cr 
foreign liquor racket arrested 
at IGI

Gurgaon.(Agency)
 The main owner of ‘The Theka', the liquor vend from 

where a large cache of untaxed imported foreign liquor 
was recently seized, has been arrested.

Sugreev Kumar (41), who had fled to Bali in Indonesia 
immediately after the raid, was detained at Delhi airport 
on Tuesday in connection with the Rs 10-crore illegal 
liquor haul recovered from a wine shop in the city. 
Kumar told police that he held a 50% stake in the shop.

The SIT found that Kumar has a previous criminal record 
— he was booked under the Excise Act at DLF Phase-2 
police station in 2011.So far, police have arrested five 
people in the case, including 25% stakeholder Ankush 
Goyal, shop manager Ajay, delivery driver Ajay and 
Manoj, who allegedly prepared fake transport 
documents. Another stakeholder, a relative of Goyal, 
remains on the run.The racket came to light on Dec 9 
when the excise department received a tip-off about a 
large stock of illegal foreign liquor hidden at the 
Signature Tower wine shop.A joint police–excise raid 
led to the recovery of 3,921 cases and 176 bottles of 
foreign liquor from two secret rooms. None of the bottles 
carried mandatory holograms or track-and-trace strips.

Gurgaon.(Agency)
Across the Millennium City, there is no 

dearth of loose dust flying around, from 
dug up roads to exposed construction 
materials and trucks carrying garbage. In 
places like MG Road, Udyog Vihar, 
Sector 29, Sushant Lok 1, Galleria 
Market Road, IFFCO Chowk, Atlas 
Chowk and Gurgaon-Faridabad Road, 
exposed soil, loose construction material 
and incomplete resurfacing work 
contribute generously to pollution load in 
these busy areas, a visit by TOI has 
revealed.Last Friday, Union environment 
minister Bhupinder Yadav had asked 
Delhi-NCR authorities to show "visible 
improvement" in air quality within a 
week by tackling road dust and poorly 
managed construction activity. Those 
instructions seem to have bitten the dust 
in Gurgaon.A permanent dust haze 
enveloping Sector 29, Hero Honda 
Chowk, Dwarka Expressway, and Golf 
Course Road Extension, the regions that 
are home to numerous construction sites 
and dilapidated roads.Across MG Road, 
Udyog Vihar, Sector 29, Sushant Lok 1, 
Galleria Market Road, IFFCO Chowk, 
A t l a s  C h o w k ,  a n d  t h e  
Gurgaon–Faridabad Road, exposed soil, 
loose construction material, and 

unfinished resurfacing work were 
evident. Continuous traffic movement 
lifted fine dust into the air, creating a 
persistent haze at street level.On MG 
Road and near IFFCO Chowk, mounds of 
sand and cement were being handled 

openly along pavements and medians, 
with no barricading or water sprinkling in 
place. As cars and buses passed by, dust 
rose steadily, settling on shopfronts, 
parked vehicles, and traffic police booths 
nearby.

"This stretch is always busy, but whenever 
road work starts, the dust becomes 
unbearable," said Rakesh Kumar, a daily 
commuter travelling from Sohna Road to 
Cyber City. "Within minutes, you can feel 
it in your throat, especially during peak 
hours."At Atlas Chowk, large portions of 

the road surface were scraped and left 
uneven for weeks. Gravel and exposed 
base layers spilled into traffic lanes, and 
vehicles passing through kicked up dust 
clouds throughout the day."Two-
wheelers have it the worst here," said 

Ankit Verma, who works in Phase III, 
Udyog Vihar. "There are no proper 
diversions or warning signs. By the 
time you reach the office, your clothes 
and helmet are covered in dust."

Interior roads feeding Sector 29 and 
Sushant Lok 1 show wide patches of 
bare earth and broken asphalt, 
particularly near junctions. With no 
fencing or covering, these stretches 
have effectively turned into open dust 
bowls.

"It feels like we are living next to a 
construction site all the time," said Naina 
Gupta, a resident of Sushant Lok 1. "Even 
in the afternoon, windows have to stay 
shut because dust keeps blowing in."

Galleria Market Road, a high-footfall 
commercial stretch, also showed poor 
road conditions, with dug-up shoulders 
and debris lying close to traffic and 
pedestrian zones. On Elan Mall road, near 
Dwarka Expressway, fresh soil exposure 
along service lanes and junctions 
continues to add dust to an already 

Gurgaon.(Agency)
 After the discovery of a white-coat terror 

module operating out of Al-Falah 
University in Faridabad, the state 
assembly on Monday passed the Haryana 
Private Universities (Amendment) Bill to 
tighten the state's regulatory grip on 
private higher education institutions.

The amendment seeks to plug long-
standing legal and procedural gaps by 
clearly defining the grounds, penalties 
and process for action against private 
universities,  including financial 
sanctions, administrative takeover and 
phased dissolution.Once cleared, the 
provisions will apply to 26 private 
universities across the state, including Al 
Falah, The NorthCap University, Amity 
Unive r s i ty  and  Apee jay  Sa tya  
University.The amendment adds a clause 
B to Section 44 of the Act to introduce 
stringent penalties for maladministration, 
p rov id ing  f a l se  o r  mis l ead ing  
information, and failing to meet 
prescribed academic and regulatory 
standards. The revised provision 

empowers the state to halt admissions in 
one or more courses, impose fines 
ranging from Rs 10 lakh to Rs 1 crore, 
and, in extreme cases, order the phased 
dissolution of a university if corrective 
steps are not taken within 30 days of 
lesser penalties being imposed.The 
clause describes an "administrator" as a 
person or a committee of up to five 
members appointed by govt that would 
assume complete control of a university's 
affairs during the transition. It empowers 
the administrator to assume powers of a 
govern ing  body and  board  of  
management, with control over a 
university's assets, properties and 
records from the date of appointment. 
The administrator, the clause states, will 
be authorised to meet day-to-day 
expenses and, with prior state approval, 
dispose of assets, if needed, to ensure 
academic continuity and safeguard 
students' interests.Education minister 
M a h i p a l  D h a n d a  s a i d  a f t e r  a  
comprehensive review of the Haryana 
Private Universities Act, 2006, and its 

subsequent amendments, the state govt 
found several provisions required 
streamlining, particularly Sections 34A, 
34B, 44, 44A and 46. At present, sections 
44 and 44A of the Act do not prescribe 
any procedure for the dissolution of a 

university or the appointment of an 
administrator. "This necessitated 
amendments to these sections and the 
insertion of the new Section 44B to 
clearly lay down the process for phased 
dissolution and administrative takeover," 
the minister said.He added that the 

provisions of Section 46 were also 
streamlined and broadened in the larger 
interest to "remove ambiguities, close 
loopholes and strengthen regulatory 
oversight over private universities"."It 
has been noticed that certain private 

universities started new courses, 
enhanced intake capacity and 
even changed the nomenclature 
of courses without obtaining 
prior approval of the state govt by 
misusing sub-section (3) of 
Section 34A. Therefore, the 
provision needed modification," 
the minister said.

The amendments come after Dr 
Umar Un Nabi, an assistant 
professor of Al Falah University, 
was identified as the suicide 
bomber in the Nov 10 blast and 

two faculty members, Dr Muzammil 
Ahmad Ganaie and Dr Shaheen Shahid, 
were arrested in the case. The founder and 
chairman of Al Falah Group was also 
arrested by the Enforcement Directorate 
in a money laundering case.

RRTS train operator 
faces FIR for filming 

2 in sexual act

In Gurgaon, illegal market and liquor vends built 
by criminal demolished in police operation

Gurgaon.(Agency)
An illegal market, allegedly built 

by a 29-year-old man with 
several criminal cases against 
him, was demolished on 
Tuesday. This marks third such 
action against encroachment 
on govt land in the city within a 
week.According to police, 
action was taken against Ricky, 
a resident of Khandsa, who is 
currently lodged in Bhondsi 
district jail in an Arms Act case.

Investigators said, the accused 
illegally encroached upon land 
belonging to Haryana State 
Industrial and Infrastructure 
Development Corporation 
(HSIIDC) and constructed 
around 100 temporary shops 
and 10 permanent structures, 
earning an estimated Rs 5–6 
lakh per month as illegal rent. 
The demolition drive was 
carried out by Sector 37 police 
under the supervision of 
inspector Manjeet, SHO, with 
heavy deployment of police 
personnel and officials from the 
district town planning (DTP) 
department and HSIIDC, an 
officer said.

"After verifying records and 
gathering intelligence on 

properties acquired through 
criminal activities, action is 
being taken against such illegal 
properties," a senior police 
officer said, adding that similar 
drives would continue in the 
coming days.Police described 
Ricky as a habitual offender 
with a long criminal history, 
including cases of murder, 
attempted murder, extortion, 
rioting and possession of illegal 
arms. Records show that he was 

involved in over 30 criminal 
cases registered across multiple 
police stations in the city and 
neighbouring districts over the 
past decade. 

He is currently in judicial custody 
in connection with a case 
registered on Dec 10 under the 
Arms Act at Sector 50 police 
station.Meanwhile, another 
such demolition took place in 
Sector 5 area. Illegal liquor-
selling dens allegedly run by 

habitual offenders on govt land 
were taken down.Police said the 
action was taken against 
encroachments linked to eight 
notorious criminals who had 
illegally set up tin sheds near 
Chhoti Mata Mandir Road and 
were allegedly earning money 
by selling and serving liquor.

According to police, the eight 
accused, identified as Mohit, 
Naveen, Izhar, Rahul, Deepak, 
Prashant, Rahul and Manjeet 

Singh Saini, have a long 
criminal history, with a total of 
more than 50 cases registered 
against them under.

Murder an offence against 
society’: Judge rejects state 
plea to withdraw charges 
against Akhlaq lynching 
accused

Gurgaon.(Agency)
An FIR has been filed following complaints about the 

poaching of migratory birds at Akera-Kotla Lake in 
Nuh. The complaint said hunters were allegedly laying 
nets to trap birds during the winter season.

Acting on a written complaint by wildlife inspector 
Rajnish Kumar, Akera police station lodged the case 
under Section 9 of the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972. 
Police officials said an investigation was initiated 
immediately, and teams were dispatched to the site.

Divisional forest officer (wildlife) RK Jangra confirmed 
the action, stating that field operations were underway. 
"The FIR has been registered against unknown persons, 
and around 15 forest staff members have been deployed 
to remove illegal nets from the lake," he said.

According to the complaint, Akera-Kotla Lake attracts a 
large number of migratory birds every winter, making it 
a frequent target for poachers who illegally trap birds 
using nets. Forest officials said such activities pose a 
serious threat to rare and protected bird species and 
constitute a punishable offence under wildlife laws.

Officials said patrols were already being conducted in the 
area, and net-removal operations had begun even before 
the FIR was registered. However, the task remains 
challenging as the lake spreads across several hundred 
acres.The enforcement action comes amid proceedings 
before the National Green Tribunal (NGT), which 
earlier this month issued notices to the Centre and the 
Haryana govt on a plea alleging rampant bird poaching, 
encroachment and lack of legal protection for the Kotla-
Akhera wetland.

FIR registered for hunting of  
migratory birds in Nuh lake

Noida.(Agency)
A fast-track court on Tuesday rejected UP govt's 

application for withdrawal of charges against 10 
Bisada villagers facing trial for the mob lynching of 
Mohammad Akhlaq in Sept 2015.Additional district 
judge Saurabh Dwivedi ordered daily hearings 
instead to speed up the trial. The judge also asked the 
Noida police commissioner and Greater Noida DCP 
to ensure evidence is safegua?rded. The court will 
hear the case next on Jan 6, when statements of the 
remaining key witnesses — includi?ng Akhlaq's son 
Danish and wi?fe Ikraman — will be recorded.Judge 
Dwivedi, citing the gravity of the crime, observed 
that murder is a serious offence committed against 
society and the state prosecutes such cases so that 
fear of law and order is maintained in society.

"The application submitted by the prosecution is 
without any basis. Therefore, for this reason, this 
court finds the application liable to be rejected," the 
judge said.

Categorising the case as "highly important", the judge 
decided to conduct hearings on a daily basis.

"The principle of criminal jurisprudence has been 
established for larger public good. In addition, 
section 321 of CrPC (under which the withdrawal 
plea was filed) has been enacted for this very reason, 
which provides for the consent of the court in such 
matters. Keeping this broader perspective in mind, 
Section 360 of BNSS also provides for giving the 
victim an opportunity of hearing," the judge ruled.

"The case in question pertains to the year 2015, and in 
the present case charges were framed on Feb 25, 
2021. Accordingly, keeping in view the legal 
position laid down by the Hon'ble Supreme Court, 
this court considers it appropriate to place the case 
file in the category of ‘highly important' and further 
finds it proper that the disposal of the case file be 
carried out as expeditiously as possible," the judge 
said, ordering officials to properly index the case file 
as "very important" and affixing a sticker on it.Bhag 
Singh Bhati, the additional district govt counsel, 
argued that withdrawal of the case was needed for 
restoring harmony, reiterating what the state 
application said. 

The prosecution pointed to contradictions in the 
statements of Akhlaq's family members regarding 
the number of accused — 10, 16 and 19 — and 
referred to one of the forensic reports that said the 
meat sample collected from his house was that of a 
cow or its progeny. The application also highlighted 
the lack of firearms and personal enmity.

Cracker sparks burn down 3 shops, 6 bikes

Missing grass, piling debris: Greater Noida 
parks in urgent need for makeover
Noida.(Agency)

 Residents have urged Greater Noida 
Industrial Development Authority 
(GNIDA) to address the poor condition 
of parks and green belts, particularly in 
Beta 1, Gamma 1, and the area from Pari 
Chowk to Surajpur. They complained 
about missing grass and piles of 
construction debris and waste, calling 
for immediate action."The current 
condition of the green belt from Pari 
Chowk to Surajpur is pathetic. Instead 
of a green landscape, we are met with 
bricks, stones, and debris. The grass has 
vanished, leaving large patches of dry 
soil," said Harinder Bhati, RWA general 
secretary of Beta 1, adding that the 

condition of the parks is alarming, with 
large potholes now posing safety risks 
f o r  r e s i d e n t s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
children.Nidhi Sharma, a resident of 
Sector Gamma 1, echoed Bhati's 
concerns, noting that the situation is 
consistent across various parks and 
green spaces in the area. "These parks 
used to be vibrant and full of life, but 
now they are unkempt and filled with 
f i l th ,"  she  sa id .Despi te  many 
complaints having been raised over a 
significant period, residents said that the 
GNIDA's horticulture department has 
been negligent in maintaining these 
areas. "It appears that there is a lack of 
accountability among officials.
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New Delhi: The nomi-
nation process for the
Delhi University Students’
Union (DUSU) elections
concluded on Wednesday
with a large number of
candidates filing their
papers for the four key
posts. The last date for the
withdrawal of nominations
is September 11
(Thursday). Candidates
can withdraw their nomi-
nations by 12 noon tomor-
row and the final list of
candidates will be pub-
lished by 5 pm. Polling for

the high-stakes student
body elections will take
place on September 18
and the counting of votes
will be held on September
19. This year, 21 candi-
dates have filed nomina-
tions for the post of presi-
dent, 15 for vice-president,
20 for secretary and 17 for
joint secretary. Among the
main student outfits, the
Akhil Bharatiya Vidyarthi
Parishad (ABVP) has
fielded six candidates,
National Students’ Union
of India (NSUI) seven and

All-India Students’
Association (AISA) and
Students’ Federation of
India (SFI) alliance four.
Independent candidates
have also entered the con-
test. The estimated voter
strength for the upcoming
election is between 2.8
lakh and 3 lakh, making
DUSU polls one of the
largest student elections
in the country. The day
was also marked by traffic
restrictions in and around
Delhi University’s North
Campus where the nomi-
nation process was held.
According to a Delhi
Police advisory, traffic was
regulated between 1 pm
and 5 pm on several key
stretches, including
Chhatra Marg, Sudhir
Bose Marg, Guru Teg
Bahadur Marg, Satyawati
Marg and Prof ND Kapoor
Marg. Diversions were
put in place at important
intersections such as St

Stephen’s College red
light, Kranti Chowk, Patel
Chest and Mall Road.
Commuters were advised
to avoid the affected
stretches during restrict-
ed hours and refrain from
roadside parking to
ensure smooth flow of
vehicles. “The nomination
process at Delhi
University concluded
smoothly today, with all
arrangements running in
an orderly and transparent
manner. We are commit-
ted to ensuring a free, fair
and peaceful election
process,” said Prof Raj
Kishor Sharma, Chief
Election Officer, DU.

Stage set for DUSU polls, 73 candidates
file nominations for 4 key posts

Dismissal from service, imprisonment too harsh a
punishment for overstaying leave, rules AFT

New Delhi:  The Armed Forces Tribunal (AFT) has ruled that dismissal from service and imprisonment is too harsh
and excessive a punishment for overstaying leave, even though the soldier had reported for duty after almost three
years. Setting aside the sentence of dismissal awarded by a court martial, the Tribunal has held that the punishment
imposed upon the soldier was not commensurate with the gravity of the charges levelled against him and the same
deserves to be reviewed. While confirming the one-month imprisonment that the soldier had to undergo, the Tribunal’s
Bench comprising Justice Suresh Kumar Gupta and Maj Gen Sanjay Singh set aside the dismissal does not mean that
the soldier will, as a logical consequence, be entitled to reinstatement in service. Observing that reinstatement is a mat-
ter of discretion, the Bench, in their order of September 3, said that if the dismissal is being set aside without reinstate-
ment, the soldier would be treated as discharged from service and entitled to certain benefits as admissible in accor-
dance with the length of his service. The soldier had proceeded on 10 days’ casual leave in September 2017 but did not
join duty after expiry of the leave period. He reported for duty in June 2020 and requested for continuation of his serv-
ice. He had averred that due to a paralysis attack suffered by his father and his mother suffering from various diseases,
he could not join duty. He was tried by District Court
Martial, which convicted him in May 2021. While holding
that the soldier was guilty of having committed the offence
of overstaying leave by 1,031 days, the Bench also ruled
that he would not be enti-
tled to any back wages for
the period he was absent.

The Sikh Times
Manoj Pal

Muzaffarnagar. In a major crackdown
against the manufacture and trafficking
of illegal weapons, Budhana police
achieved a significant success by busting
an illegal arms manufacturing unit operat-
ing inside a sugarcane field. Two notori-
ous accused were arrested from the spot,
and a large quantity of finished and semi-
finished country-made pistols along with
weapon-manufacturing equipment was
recovered. Addressing a press confer-
ence, Senior Superintendent of Police
Sanjay Kumar Verma said that a sus-
tained and intensive campaign is being
carried out across the district against ille-
gal firearms. Acting on a tip-off, Budhana
police received information that illegal
pistols were being manufactured in a sug-
arcane field on the road leading from
Budhana–Kandhla towards Mandwada.
Taking immediate action, the police team
reached the spot, laid a cordon and
caught two accused red-handed. From
their possession, the police recovered 11

country-made pistols of .315 bore, one
.315 bore pauniya, one 12-bore double-
barrel pauniya, six semi-finished .315
bore pistols, one semi-finished pauniya
and seven iron barrels of different sizes.

In addition, a drilling machine, welding

machine, iron saw, welding rods, iron
rods and other tools used in weapon man-
ufacturing were also seized. The arrested
accused have been identified as Aslam
and Mehtab. During interrogation, both

confessed that they used to manufacture

illegal weapons by frequently changing
locations and sold the finished pistols to
criminal elements at the local level. A
case has been registered against them
under the Arms Act, and further legal
proceedings are underway. SSP Sanjay
Kumar Verma stated that accused
Mehtab has a long and serious criminal
history, with cases related to robbery,
attempt to murder, the Gangster Act and
the Arms Act registered against him,
while Aslam has also previously been
jailed in cases of attempt to murder and
illegal arms. He added that this action
has delivered a major blow to the illegal
arms supply chain and is an important
step towards effective crime control. So
far, the district police have recovered
512 illegal firearms, 1,022 cartridges and
three illegal arms factories. During the
press briefing, Superintendent of Police
(Rural) Aditya Bansal and Circle Officer
Gajendra Pal Budhana were also pres-
ent. In recognition of this commendable
operation, the Budhana police team has
been rewarded with a cash prize of
?20,000.

Illegal firearms factory busted,
two notorious suspects arrested.

Every effort of Punjab Govt is
aimed at channelizing unbounded

energy of youth in positive
direction, weaning them away

from menace of drugs: CM Mann
Contd.........................Front page

Trekking, adventure, team Activity Camps will also be
organized in the state's nine Forest Areas for 10,000
youth,” he said. The Chief Minister said that from coming
January, camps will be held at Pallanpur, Siswan, Mirzapur
(Mohali), Tibba Tapria (Ropar), Nara (Hoshiarpur), and
Harike Pattan Wetland (Tarn Taran). “A New Yuva
Bhawan will come up in Sector 42 A, at a cost of ?43 crore.
This will have hostel facilities for 200 youth, auditorium
with capacity of 400, a conference hall, seminar room and
others,” he added. CM Bhagwant Singh Mann stated that
the Punjab government has introduced Sports Policy 2023
and enhanced the budget from ?350 crore in 2023-2024 to
?1,000 Crore in 2024-25. “Hockey Turfs are being replaced
at Mohali, Bathinda and Ludhiana by spending ?10.50
crore and have been duly approved by Indian Hockey
Federation,” he said. The Chief Minister also asked the
officers to complete work on a new under construction
Synthetic Track at a cost of ?9 crore in Mohali Sports
Stadium Sector 78 by March, 2026. The Chief Minister
said that it is a matter of immense pride and satisfaction
that Punjab is the first state in the country to have a Sports
Medicine Cadre. “92 personnel have been selected in
cadre, to attend the players with injuries and to improve
their performance. Every effort of the Punjab government
is aimed at channelizing the unbounded energy of the
youth in a positive direction thereby weaning them away
from the menace of drugs,” he added.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby given to the General
Public that Mr. Ghanshyam Gera S/o
Mr. Parmanand Gera, is the owner of
Plot land area 50 Sq. Yds., part of
Khewat no, 1/1, Khatoni no. 1, Mu. No.
20, Killa no. 2/1/2, Khatoni no. 2, Mu.
No. 20, Killa no. 17/2, 24/2/2, Khatoni
no. 3, Mu. No. 20, Killa no. 8/1,
Khatoni no. 4, Mu. No. 4, Killa no. 8/1,
13/3, 14, Khatoni no. 5, Mu. No. 20.,
Killa no. 17/2min, 18/1/1, Khatoni no.
6, Mu. No. 20, Killa no. 13/3min,
14min, Khatoni no. 7, Killa no. 13/1,
18/1/3, Khatoni no. 8, Mu. No. 20, Killa
no. 5,6,7, in the Moja Palla, Tehsil &
Dist. Faridabad, Haryana, by virtue of
Regd. GPA dated 01.11.2021, duly
regd. Vide Document No. 13501,
Book No.4, on dated 01.11.2021, SR
V GZB, ATS & Will, executed by Mrs.
Kishan Devi S/o Mr. Pritam Singh, and
same to be sold to Mr. Sarita Singh
and same to be finance by SMFG
India Home Finance Company Ltd.,
General public hereby informed that if
anybody has any charge/interest/title
in the said property or any kind of dis-
pute kindly inform the undersigned in
writing on the below mentioned
address. within 07 days of the present.

Rahul Raj, Advocate,
SG Associates (Law Firm) 

B-01, Plot No. 20,
Kaushambi, Ghaziabad-201010.

E-MAIL:sgassociatespl@gmail.com.
Ph: 0120-4968888, 8130309204.

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE is hereby given to public at
large that my client Mr. JAGJEET
KUMAR is the purchasing Part of
Plot Nos. 15, 16 & 17(L-Type), having
land area measuring 26.5 sq. yds.,
pertaining to the Khasra No. 57/8/2,
situated in the abadi known as Vijay
Nagar, Mohan Garden Extension,
Uttam Nagar, in the revenue estate of
village Hastsal, Delhi,  from Mr.
Prakash Kumar Jha & Mr. Vikas
Kumar Jha  who are the owner of the
property vide GPA, Agreement to
Sale & WILL Dated 30.08.2025 and
Intend to mortgage the said property
with Aditya Birla Housing Finance
Ltd. If any person(s) has/have any
objection(s) or claim(s) with respect
to the right, title or interest in the said
property may please contact us with-
in 07 days from the date of this notice
on the number & address mentioned
herein below, failing which my
client(s) shall not be held responsible
in any manner whatsoever.

Khaitan & Khaitan
Plot No. 100 ,2nd floor

Okhla Phase III, New Delhi
Ph. No: 011-49774545

NAME CHANGE
I, DEEPAK / DEEPAK KATATIA S/O
SUNIL KATARIA R/O HOUSE NO-
42,VPO BASAI, GURGAON,
HARYANA-122006, HAVE CHANGED
MY NAME TO DEEPAK KATARIA
FOR ALL FUTURE PURPOSES

NAME CHANGE
I, SUNIL KATARIA S/O DULI CHAND
R/O VPO BASAI (50), GURGAON,
HARYANA-122006, HAVE CHANGED
MY NAME TO SUNIL KUMAR FOR
ALL FUTURE PURPOSES

NAME CHANGE
I, KULDEEP S/O RAM NATH R/O
HOUSE NO-144,LAMBAPATTI, KHAIRA
VILLAGE, NAJAFGARH,DELHI-110043,
HAVE CHANGED MY MINOR SON
NAME SAMARTH TO SAMARTH
YADAV FOR ALLFUTURE PURPOSES

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as SEEMASHARMA
W/O MUKESH SHARMA R/O 109,
Gali No-6, Balder Park, Krishna
Nagar, East Delhi, Delhi-110051 have
changed my name and shall hereafter
be known as SEEMA SHANDILYA.

NAME CHANGE
I Malti Sharma W/o Late Shiv Kumar
Sharma R/o Lig-148 Dindayal Awas,
Mangala, Bilaspur, Chhattisgarh -
495001, have changed my name to
Murti Sharma.

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that I,
Sondi Sima S/o Sahukari Yendayya
R/o 3-51, Colony, Kotipalli, Nandigam
Mandalam Kotipalle, PO-
Venugopalapuram, Dist- Srikakulam,
Andhra Pradesh - 532201, declare
that my name has been wrongly writ-
ten as S.Sima in my Service Record
of Northern Coalfields Limited. The
actual name of mine is Sondi Sima,
which may be amended accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that I
HARIKESH S/O RAMCHANDRA
R/O 88, Gram Sabha, Pooth
Kalan, North West Delhi, Delhi-
110086 declare that name of mine
and my minor son has been wrong-
ly written as HARI KESH and
SURAJ KUMAR in my minor son
SURAJ VERMA aged 16 years in
his school record. The actual name
of mine and my minor son are
HARIKESH and SURAJ VERMA
respectively which may be amend-
ed accordingly

NAME CHANGE
I, hitherto known as KANAK LATA
Alias KAHAK LATA W/O JAWA-
HAR LAL SADH R/O C-180 Lajpat
Nagar-1 Vtc: Lajpat Nagar-1
District: South Delhi Delhi-110024
have changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as KANAKLA-
TA J SADH.

NAME CHANGE
I, hitherto known as AMAN S/O
AJAY KUMAR KASWAN R/O G-
7A/21, East Vinod Nagar,
Kalyanvas, Po: Kalyanvas, Preet
Vihar, Dist: East Delhi, Delhi-
110091 have changed my name
and shall hereafter be known as
AMAN KASWAN.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as NIMALA W/O
PREM KUMAR R/O G-148, Prem
Nagar-1, Kirari Suleman Nagar,
North West Delhi, Delhi-110086 have
changed my name and shall here-
after be known as NIRMLA DEVI.

NAME CHANGE
I PARAM JEET S/O ZILE SINGH R/O
RZG-1/64 MANDIR MARG
MAHAVIR ENCLAVE PALAM VIL-
LAGE SOUTH WEST DELHI 110045
HAVE CHANGED MY NAME TO
PRAMJEET SINGH

NAME CHANGE
I BHUPENDER SINGH ASWAL S/O
GOVIND SINGH ASWAL R/O FLAT
NO-47 POCKET A SECTOR  G MIG
FLAT MAYUR VIHAR PHASE -3
EAST DELHI 110096 HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME TO BHUPEN-
DRAASWAL

NAME CHANGE
I, SAYEEDA W/o KHALIL AHMED
QURESHI R/o 218/17, MASJID
QUARTER, SADAR BAZAR, DELHI
CANTT-110010, have changed my
name from SAYEEDA to SAHIDA for
all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, TANUJ KUMAR S/O RAGHUVEER
SINGH R/O HOUSE NO-1422,
TULSI VIHAR COLONY, NEAR SHIV
MANDIR, RAILWAY ROAD, DADRI,
GAUTAM BUDDHA NAGAR, UTTAR
PRADESH-203207 have changed the
name of my minor son EKANKSH
aged 01 years and he shall hereafter
be known as EKANKSH SINGH.

NAME CHANGE
I, SHOKAT ALI S/O MEHMOOD ALI
R/O H NO-1834, LAL DARWAZA,
SIRKIWALAN, LAL KUAN, DELHI-
110006. have changed my name to
SHAUKAT ALI for all future purposes.

PUBLIC NOTICE
This is to inform the general public
that Muthoot Homefin (India) Ltd.,
having its branch office at
Ghaziabad, U.P., intends to extend a
financial facility to Mr. Deepak
against the Security of Residential
House no. 47-A. area Measuring
36sq yds Situated at Mohalla
Kanjimal Pargana Tehsil & Distt
Ghaziabad. The Said Property was
previously owned by 1) Mr.
Shriniwas S/o Mr. Bhuri Singh & 2)
Mrs. Pushpa Devi W/o Mr.
Shriniwas, vide Sale Deed, duly reg-
istered as Document No. 5960 on
23.06.2004, executed by Mrs.
Kamawati W/o Mr. Puran. Further,
Mr. Shriniwas S/o Mr. Bhuri Singh
died intestate on 02.06.2022, leaving
behind the following legal heirs: - i.e.,
Mrs. Pushpa Devi (Wife), Mr.
Deepak (Son), Mr. Lalit (Son) & Mr.
Rohit (Son). All the above legal heirs
are proposed to be joined as cobor-
rowers and mortgagors in the said
loan transaction. Any person(s) hav-
ing any claim, right, title, interest,
lien, charge, or objection of whatso-
ever nature in respect of the said
property or against the proposed
mortgage in favour of Muthoot
Homefin (India) Ltd. are hereby
called upon to submit their objections
in writing, along with documentary
proof, within seven (7) days from the
date of publication of this notice to
Adv. Rishi Maheshwari (Mobile:
+91-9340118309). Failing which, it
shall be presumed that no claims or
encumbrances exist, and the trans-
action shall proceed accordingly. 

Rishi Maheshwari (Advocate) 
Office At : RZ-29, Upper Ground

Floor, Bhagwati Garden Jain Road, 
Near Dwarka More New Delhi

110059.
Contact No- +91- 9340118309 

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I,
Sachender Kumar S/o Mahipal Singh
R/o 343, Samay Pur, Libas Pur,
Samai Pur, North West Delhi, Delhi-
110042 declare that name of my wife
has been wrongly written as Simpy in
my minor daughter  Jyoti Mathur aged
15 years in her School Records. The
actual name of my wife is Simpi.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I
NEETU W/O RAGHVENDRA
GUPTA R/O 98, BAL MUKAND
KHAND, GIRI NAGAR, KALKAJI,
PO: ALI, DIST: SOUTH DELHI,
DELHI-110019, declare that name of
mine has been wrongly written as
NEETU GUPTA in my minor daugh-
ter namely SAANVI GUPTA aged 13
years in her School Record and Birth
Certificate No. 87187. The actual
name of mine is NEETU which may
be amended accordingly.

PUBLIC NOTICE
I, Akshay Sharma S/O Jiwan Sharma,
residing at H. No. D-1 53, Tripathi
Nagar Enclave, Prem Nagar-2, Kirari
Suleman Nagar, North West Delhi,
Delhi 110086, hereby declare that my
name is recorded as Akshay and my
father's name as Jeevan Sharma in my
10th class mark sheet and certificate,
whereas my full and correct name is
Akshay Sharma and my father's name
is Jeevan Sharma. Therefore, for all
future purposes and references, I
should be known as Akshay Sharma
and my father as Jeevan Sharma.

NAME CHANGE
I, No. 15801678N Rank- NK (DMT),
NAME-PRASHANT, R/O VILL-
REHUYA MANSUR, PO-REHUWA
MANSOOR, TEHSIL-MAHASI,
DISTT-BAHRAICH, U.P-271824,
have changed my mother’s name
from CHITRA REKHA to CHI-
TRAREKHA for all future purposes
and in my service records my moth-
er’s date of birth wrongly mentioned
as 01/07/1965 instead of her cor-
rect date of birth as 01/01/1965
vide Affidavit dated 23/12/2025
before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, No. 15801678N Rank- NK
(DMT), NAME-PRASHANT, R/O
VILL-REHUYA MANSUR, PO-
REHUWA MANSOOR, TEHSIL-
MAHASI, DISTT-BAHRAICH, U.P-
271824, have changed my father’s
name from KRISHNA CHAND to
KRISHNA CHANDRA URF RAM
PRASAD for all future purposes
and in my service records my
father’s date of birth wrongly men-
tioned as 01/12/1962 instead of his
correct date of birth as 01/01/1963
vide Affidavit dated 23/12/2025
before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I SAMEEN BEGUM W/O MOHD
SABIR R/O  B 321 GALI NO 6
NEHRU VIHAR  DAYALPUR,
KARAWAL NAGAR, DELHI 110094
HAVE CHANGED MY NAME TO
SAMEENA BEGUM

NAME CHANGE
I, LATA Wife of No-15451445P
Rank-L/NK Name-LALIT R/o VILL-
MENDHAPANI, PO-PADHAR, PS-
PADHAR, TEHSIL-GHODADON-
GRI, DIST-BETUL, MADHYA
PRADESH-460001, have changed
my name from LATA to  LATA
VARKADE  for all future purposes
vide Affidavit dated 24/12/2025
before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, No-6945837N Rank-NK Name-
OM PRAKASH SINGH Father of
SAPNA SINGH Presently residing
at VILL-BHATWALIA, PO-BARAH-
NI BAZAR, TEH+DIST-SIWAN,
BIHAR-841227, have changed my
minor daughter’s name from
SAPNA SINGH to SAPNA O
SINGH for all future purposes vide
Affidavit dated 24/12/2025 before
Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, MUMTAZ ALI S/O AHMAD ALI R/O
41, SHEKHPURI, ROORKEE, HARID-
WAR, UTTARAKHAND-247667. have
changed my name to MUMTAZ
AHMAD for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, Ritu Khanduri Bhushan, wife of
Rajesh Bhushan, aged about 60 years,
resident of G-305, Som Vihar
Apartments, R.K. Puram, South West
Delhi, New Delhi-110022, has been
wrongly mentioned my name as Ritu
Kumar and Pan No. as BEHPK2506P
in the Sale Deed of my bearing proper-
ty No. E-21 Ground Floor, Anand
Niketan, New Delhi-110021 & other all
related consequential property docu-
ments. My correct name is Ritu
Khanduri Bhushan and my correct Pan
No. is AAHPB4448C.

NAME CHANGE
I, MOHAMMAD FIROZ S/O MUM-
TAZ AHMAD R/O 41, SHEIKH-
PURI, ROORKEE, HARIDWAR,
UTTARAKHAND-247667. have
changed my name to MOHD
FIROZ for all future purposes.

PUBLIC NOTICE
My Client Mrs Geeta (Adhar No
8568XXXXXXX) W/o Sh.babu Lal
R/o D-229, shakurpur, anandwas,
Nor th -wes t ,de lh i -110034 ,do
Hereby Disown/debar His Son Shri
David S/o Sh.babu Lal From Her All
Movable & Immovable Properties
And Sever Her Relations From Him
Due To His Misconduct, Therefore,
my Client Will Not Be Responsible
For Him Any Acts And Omissions.

(Ashish Verma)Advocate

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as Anju Garg W/o
Rajesh Kumar Jain R/o B-13,
Panchvati, Azadpur, N.S. Mandi,
North West Delhi, Delhi-110033
have changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as Preeti Jain.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as Usha Jaiswal
W/o Basant Lal Jain R/o H.No-18
1st Floor, B Block, Panchwati
Colony Azadpur, N.s. Mandi, North
West Delhi, Delhi-110033 have
changed my name and shall here-
after be known as Sunita Jain.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as Tara Mosomat
W/o Jitan Shaw R/o 2011, Pillanji,
Kotla Mubarakpur, Lodhi Road,
Central Delhi, Delhi-110003 have
changed my name and shall here-
after be known as Urmila Devi.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as Mohd Naim Khan
S/o Mainuddin R/o B-347 Sangam
Park, Rana Pratap Bagh, North
Delhi, Delhi-110007 have changed
my name and shall hereafter be
known as Babu. Have changed only
my name not my religion.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as Bhushan Thapar
S/o H. K. Thapar R/o H.No-605,
Nilgiri Apartments, 9, Barakhamba
Road, New Delhi G.P.O., New Delhi
G.P, New Delhi, New Delhi, Delhi-
110001 have changed my name and
shall hereafter be known as Bharat
Bhushan Thapar.

NAME CHANGE
I, SH MANGOO SINGH Father of No.
16018569M Rank-L/HAV Name- GAU-
TAM KUMAR residing at VILL-KHAN-
PUR MADHO URF TIMARPUR, PO-
KHANPUR MADHO URF TIMARPUR,
TEHSIL&DIST-BIJNOR, UTTAR
PRADESH-246721, have changed my
name from SH MANGOO SINGH to
MANGU SINGH for all future purposes
Vide Affidavit dated 24/12/2025 before
Notary Public Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, USHA DEVI Mother of No.
16018569M Rank-L/HAV Name-
GAUTAM KUMAR residing at VILL-
KHANPUR MADHO URF
TIMARPUR, PO-KHANPUR MADHO
URF TIMARPUR, TEHSIL&DIST-
BIJNOR, UTTAR PRADESH-246721,
have changed my name from USHA
DEVI to MUNNI for all future purposes
Vide Affidavit dated 24/12/2025 before
Notary Public Delhi. 

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as SANJAY
KHURANA alias SANJAY KUMAR
KHURANA S/O RAMJI DASS
KHURANA R/O Kh 123/13 Gali
No-15 Sant Nagar Burari, North
Delhi-110084 have changed my
name and shall hereafter be
known as SANJAY KHURANA.

NAME CHANGE
I, SONU, is legally father of No. JC 46
3238H, Rank – Nb Sub, Name –
MORAJKAR ANAND SONU, R/o
Fauzdar Wadi, Verle, Sawantwadi, Dist
– Sindhudurg, State – Maharashtra, Pin
– 416510, have changed my name
from SONU to SONU D MORAJKAR
and date of birth from 19/01/1957 to
30/11/1952 for all future purposes, Vide
affidavit dated 24/12/2025 before
Public Notary Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I Shubham S/o Brijmohan Jangid
R/o House No. C-29, Amar Colony,
VTC Nangloi, PO Nangloi, West
Delhi - 110041 have changed my
name to Shubham Jangid for all
future purposes.

Six in CBI net for cheating US
nationals of over $8.5 million

New Delhi: The CBI unearthed a sophisticated cybercrime
network that allegedly duped over 8.5 million USD from US
nationals using crypto wallets and foreign bank accounts, with
the arrest of six key accused, officials said on Friday. The
agency arrested Shubham Singh, Daltanlian, George T
Zamlianlal, L Seiminlen Haokip, Mangkholun and Robert
Thangkhankhual in connection with the fraud. Based on the
inputs from the American Federal Bureau of Investigation
(FBI), the CBI teams began a crackdown in Noida, where the
six suspects were intercepted red-handed while swindling US
citizens. The teams also conducted searches in Delhi and
Kolkata, resulting in the total seizure of Rs 1.88 crore in cash, 34
electronic devices, including mobile phones, laptops, pen drives
and hard disks, and incriminating documents related to the
crime, officials said. From 2022 to 2025, the accused operated
under pseudonymous identities of US Government officials
from the Drug Enforcement Agency (DEA), Federal Bureau of
Investigation (FBI) and Social Security Administration (SSA), a
CBI spokesperson said in a statement. 
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al-Haddad and the four officers, saying Omar Ahmed Mahjoub, a military 
in a statement on Facebook that the photographer with the chief of staff’s 
“tragic accident" took place as the office.The identities of the three crew 

members were not immediately 
known.Turkish officials said the 
wreckage of the Falcon 50 type 
business jet had been found near the 
village of Kesikkavak, in Haymana, a 
district some 70 kilometers (about 
43.5 miles) south of Ankara.Earlier on 
Tuesday evening, Turkey’s air traffic 
controllers said they lost contact with 
the plane, which was en route back to 
Libya, after takeoff from Ankara's 
Esenboga airport.Turkish Interior 
Minister Ali Yerlikaya, said in a social  .(Agency) delegation was returning home. The 
media post that the plane took off at 

 A private jet carrying Libya’s military prime minister called it a "great loss” 
8:30 p.m. and that contact was lost 40 

chief, four other officers and three for Libya.Al-Hadad was the top 
minutes later. The plane issued an 

crew members crashed on Tuesday military commander in western Libya 
emergency landing signal near 

after takeoff from Turkey's capital, and played a crucial role in the ongoing, 
Haymana before all communication 

Ankara, killing everyone on board. UN-brokered efforts to unify Libya’s 
ceased, Yerlikaya said.

military, which has split, much like Libyan officials said the cause of the 
Burhanettin Duran, the head of Turkish Libya’s institutions.The four other crash was a technical malfunction on 

presidential communications office, officers who died in the crash were the plane. The Libyan delegation was 
said the plane notified air traffic Gen. Al-Fitouri Ghraibil, the head of in Ankara for high-level defense talks 
control of an electrical fault and Libya’s ground forces, Brig. Gen. aimed at boosting military cooperation 
requested an emergency landing. The Mahmoud Al-Qatawi, who led the between the two countries, Turkish 
aircraft was redirected back to military manufacturing authority, officials said.Libyan Prime Minister 
Esenboga where preparations for its Mohammed Al-Asawi Diab, advisor Abdul-Hamid Dbeibah confirmed the 
landing began.to the chief of staff, and Mohammed death of Gen. Muhammad Ali Ahmad 

NEWS BOX

Voluminous new Epstein files release includes 
multiple Trump mentions, but little revelatory news

Libya's military chief  and seven others killed 
in plane crash after takeoff  from Turkey

Explosion at a Pennsylvania 
nursing home kills at least 2

US Medicaid paid more than 
$207 million for dead people. A 

new law could help fix that
WASHINGTON  . (Agency) 

 Medicaid programs made more than $200 million in 
improper payments to health care providers between 
2021 and 2022 for people who had already died, 
according to a new report from the independent 
watchdog for the Department of Health and Human 
Services.But the department's Office of Inspector 
General said it expects a new provision in 
Republicans' One Big Beautiful Bill requiring states to 
audit their Medicaid beneficiary lists may help reduce 
these improper payments in the future.

These kinds of improper payments are "not unique to 
one state, and the issue continues to be persistent," 
Aner Sanchez, assistant regional inspector general in 
the Office of Audit Services told The Associated Press. 
Sanchez has been researching this issue for a decade.

The watchdog report released Tuesday said more than 
$207.5 million in managed care payments were made 
on behalf of deceased enrollees between July 2021 to 
July 2022.The office recommends that the federal 
government share more information with state 
governments to recover the incorrect payments — 
including a Social Security database known as the Full 
Death Master File, which contains more than 142 
million records going back to 1899.Sharing the Full 
Death Master File data has been tightly restricted due 
to privacy laws which protect against identity theft and 
fraud.The massive tax and spending bill that was 
signed into law by US President Donald Trump this 
summer expands how the Full Death Master File can 
be used by mandating Medicaid agencies to quarterly 
audit their provider and beneficiary lists against the 
file, beginning in 2027. The intent is to stop payments 
to dead people and improve accuracy.

Tuesday's report is the first nationwide look at improper 
Medicaid payments. Since 2016, HHS' inspector 
general has conducted 18 audits on a selection of state 
programs and had identified that Medicaid agencies 
had improperly made managed care payments on 
behalf of deceased enrollees totaling approximately 
$289 million.The government had some success using 
the Full Death Master File to prevent improper 
payments earlier this year.In January, the Treasury 
Department reported that it had clawed back more than 
$31 million in federal payments that improperly went 
to dead people as part of a five-month pilot program 
after Congress gave Treasury temporary access to the 
file for three years as part of the 2021 appropriations 
bill.Meanwhile, the Social Security Administration 
has been making unusual updates to the file itself, 
adding and removing records, and complicating its use. 
For instance, the Trump administration in April moved 
to classify thousands of living immigrants as dead and 
cancel their Social Security numbers to crack down on 
immigrants who had been temporarily allowed to live 
in the US under programs started during the Biden 
administration.

WORLD

Trump's newly appointed 
envoy to Greenland says US 
not looking to 'conquer' the 
Danish territory

NEW YORK .  (Agency) 
US border patrol agents have arrested 30 Indian 

nationals, living illegally in America, operating 
semitrucks with commercial driver's licenses.

Border Patrol agents in the El Centro Sector in 
California arrested 49 illegal immigrants with 
commercial driver's licenses during vehicle stops at 
immigration checkpoints and in interagency 
operations, US Customs and Border Protection 
(CBP) said in a statement last week.Between 
November 23 and December 12, agents 
apprehended 42 illegal individuals operating 
semitrucks with commercial driver's licenses while 
travelling on interstate or traversing immigration 
checkpoints.Of those arrested, 30 were from India, 
two were from El Salvador, and the remainder were 
from China, Eritrea, Haiti, Honduras, Mexico, 
Russia, Somalia, Turkey, and Ukraine.

California issued 31 of the commercial driver's 
licenses; eight licenses were issued by Florida, 
Illinois, Indiana, Ohio, Maryland, Minnesota, New 
Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania, and Washington, 
the agency said.In addition, on December 10 and 11, 
Indio Station agents participated in Operation 
Highway Sentinel, a two-day, joint, large-scale 
enforcement operation led by U.S.

Immigration and Customs Enforcement's Homeland 
Security Investigations in Ontario and Fontana, 
California.Operation Highway Sentinel resulted in 
45 arrests of illegal individuals with commercial 
driver's licenses.On the first day, Indio personnel 
apprehended two individuals- one Indian national 
and one Tajik national.

 WEST PALM BEACH  .   (Agency) 
President Donald Trump's newly appointed envoy to 

Greenland said Tuesday that the Republican 
administration is looking to begin a conversation 
with residents of the semi-autonomous Danish 
territory about the best way forward for the 
strategically important island.

In his first extended comments since being appointed to 
the role this week, Louisiana Gov. Jeff Landry said 
the Trump administration isn't going to "go in there 
trying to conquer anybody" or try to "to take over 
anybody's country."The governor's comments 
seemed somewhat at odds with Trump, who has 
repeatedly said the U.S. needs to take over the Arctic 
territory for the sake of U.S. security and has not ruled 
out military force to take control of the mineral-rich, 
strategically located Arctic island."Well, I think our 
discussions should be with the actual people in 
Greenland — the Greenlanders," Landry said in an 
appearance on Fox News' "The Will Cain Show." 
"What are they looking for? What opportunities have 
they not gotten? Why haven't they gotten the 
protection that they actually deserve?" Trump's 
announcement of Landry's appointment has once 
again stirred anxiety in Denmark and Europe.

Denmark's foreign minister told Danish broadcasters 
that he would summon the U.S. ambassador to his 
ministry."We have said it before. Now, we say it again. 
National borders and the sovereignty of states are 
rooted in international law," Danish Prime Minister 
Mette Frederiksen and her Greenlandic counterpart, 
Jens-Frederik Nielsen, said in a joint statement 
Monday. "They are fundamental principles. You 
cannot annex another country. Not even with an 
argument about international security."Trump called 
repeatedly for U.S. jurisdiction over Greenland 
during his presidential transition and in the early 
months of his second term. In March, Vice President 
JD Vance visited a remote U.S. military base in 
Greenland and accused Denmark of under-investing 
there.

Turkish officials said the 
wreckage of  the Falcon 
50-type business jet had 
been found near the 
village of  Kesikkavak, in 
Haymana, a district some 
70 km south of  Ankara.

Yunus's office reconfirmed that 
financial and welfare assistance 
would be provided to Das' family, 
and relevant authorities would 
remain in close contact with them.

BRISTOL .  (Agency) 
 A thunderous explosion Tuesday at a nursing home just 

outside Philadelphia killed at least two people, 
collapsed part of the building, sent fire shooting out 
and left people trapped inside, authorities said.

Pennsylvania Gov. Josh Shapiro said in a news 
conference several hours after the explosion that at 
least two had been killed after emergency responders 
braved the flames, a heavy odor of gas and a second 
explosion to evacuate residents and employees.

Fire officials said they were in "rescue mode" five hours 
later, with responders still digging by hand and using 
search dogs, earth-moving equipment and sonar to 
locate potential victims.The explosion happened at 
Bristol Health & Rehab Center in Bristol Township, 
just as a utility crew had been on site looking for a gas 
leak.A plume of black smoke rose from the nursing 
home, as emergency responders, fire trucks and 
ambulances from across the region rushed there, 
joined by earthmoving equipment.

Authorities did not identify those who died and did not 
know the total number of those injured after residents 
and employees were evacuated to a number of 
different hospitals.Shapiro asked his fellow 
Pennsylvanians to take a moment to pray "for this 
community, for those who are still missing, for those 
who are injured, and for those families who are about 
to celebrate Christmas with an empty chair at their 
table."The town's fire chief, Kevin Dippolito, said at 
the Tuesday evening news conference that there were 
five people still unaccounted for, but he cautioned 
that some may have left the scene with family 
members.Dippolito described a chaotic rescue where 
firefighters found people stuck in stairwells and 
elevator shafts, and pulled residents out of the fiery 
building through windows and doors. 

Bangladesh government pledges responsibility for 
family of lynched Hindu worker Dipu Das

WASHINGTON . (Agency) Tuesday that some documents contain mentions in the flight logs said they did 
"untrue and sensationalist claims" so because lawyers "didn't want any of  The US Justice Department has released 
about Trump made shortly before the this to be a surprise down the road."His tens of thousands more documents 
2020 election — and said one travels on Epstein's plane spanned the related to Jeffrey Epstein, a tranche 
document, purported to be a letter from time that would likely be covered in that included multiple mentions of 
Epstein to Larry Nassar, a sports doctor any criminal charges against Epstein's President Donald Trump but added 
convicted of sexually abusing Olympic co-conspirator, Ghislaine Maxwell. little new revelatory information to the 
a t h l e t e s ,  h a d  b e e n  d e e m e d  Trump was listed as a passenger on at long-anticipated public file on the late 
fake.Prosecutor flagged Trump's travel least eight flights between 1993 and financier and convicted sex offender.
on Epstein's jetAmong the mentions of 1996, and on at least four of those The release is the most voluminous so 
Trump in the latest batch of the Epstein flights, Maxwell was also there, far and comes after a massive public 
files is a note from a federal prosecutor according to the email.campaign for transparency into the US 
from January 2020 that said Trump had On one of those eight flights, in 1993, government's Epstein investigations.
flown on the financier's private plane Trump and Epstein were the only two Many of the mentions of Trump in the 
more often than had been previously passengers listed in the flight logs. On file came from news clippings, though 
known.An assistant US attorney from another flight, the three passengers it includes an email from a prosecutor 
the Southern District of New York said listed in records are Epstein, Trump, pointing out the flights that Trump 
in an email that flight records the office and a redacted individual, who was 20 took on Epstein's private jet during the 
received on Jan. 6, 2020, showed that years old at the time. Two other flights 1990s.The two men were friends for 
Trump was on Epstein's jet "many included two women -- whose names years before a falling out. Trump has 
more times than previously has been were redacted in follow-up emails — not been accused of wrongdoing in 
reported (or that we were aware)." The identified as potential witnesses in a connection with Epstein.The Justice 
prosecutor who flagged the Trump Maxwell case.Department issued a statement 

 DHAKA

held so far for their alleged involvement in 
the murder.Yunus' press wing in a 
statement on Tuesday said "allegations, 
rumours or differences of belief can never 
excuse violence, and no individual has the 
right to take the law into their own hands."

“The government reaffirmed its unwavering 
commitment to the rule of law, noting that 
the authority to investigate alleged 
offences and ensure justice through due 
process rests solely with the state," it said.. (Agency) 

Das' killing sparked widespread protests by  Bangladesh interim government's senior 
factory workers, students and rights groups adviser has said that the state will take 
in Dhaka and elsewhere in Bangladesh, responsibility of the family of the Hindu 
while India expressed its concerns as worker who was lynched on blasphemy 
well.The mob attack coincided with the charges last week.Education adviser CR 
death of a radical right-wing cultural group Abrar on Tuesday met the bereaved family 
Inqilab Mancha leader Sharif Osman Hadi of 25-year-old Dipu Das, who was killed by 

meeting the family, he held talks with Chief describing the condition of the family to the at a Singapore hospital six days after he was a mob and his body set on fire on December 
Adviser Muhammad Yunus, who asked adviser.Yunus's office, meanwhile, shot by masked gunmen in Dhaka.Hadi 18 in Mymensingh.
him to convey to them the government's reconfirmed that financial and welfare was a prominent face in the anti-"The state has taken the responsibilities of 
" p r o f o u n d  s o r r o w  a n d  d e e p e s t  assistance would be provided to Das' government protests last year that toppled taking care of Dipu Das' child, wife and 
condolences."According to local media family, and relevant authorities would Sheikh Hasina's government.Following his parents," Abrar said, calling the killing of 
reports, Das' father, Rabi Chandra Das, remain in close contact with them in the death, Bangladesh witnessed a fresh wave the garment factory worker a "brutal crime 
demanded justice for his son's killing, coming period.Twelve people have been of unrest.which has no excuse."Abrar said ahead of 

announcement of the blockade against Maduro of the resources he uses to fund   . (Agency) Venezuela's political opposition, including 
sanctioned oil tankers traveling to or from Cartel de los Soles.”Maduro was indicted in Nobel Peace laureate María Corina Venezuela’s parliament on Tuesday 
the South American country. 2020 on narcoterrorism charges in the US Machado, has expressed support for approved a measure that criminalizes a 

and accused of leading the Cartel de los Trump's Venezuela policy, including the At an emergency meeting of the UN Security broad range of activities that can hinder 
S o l e s ,  w h i c h  t h e  T r u m p  seizure of tankers. Machado and Trump navigation and commerce in the South 
administration designated as a foreign have both repeatedly said that Maduro's American country, such as the seizure of oil 
terrorist organization last month. But days in power are numbered.tankers.The bill — introduced, debated and 
the entity is not a cartel per approved within two days in the National The bill, which now awaits Maduro’s 
se.Venezuelans began using the term Assembly — follows this month's seizures signature, also instructs the executive 
Cartel de los Soles in the 1990s to refer by US forces of two tankers carrying branch to come up with “incentives and 
to high-ranking military officers who Venezuelan oil in international waters.The mechanisms for economic, commercial 
had grown rich from drug-running. As seizures are the latest strategy in US and other protections” for national or 
corruption expanded nationwide, its President Donald Trump's four-month foreign entities doing business with 
use loosely expanded to police and pressure campaign on Venezuela's leader Venezuela in the event of piracy activities, 
government officials as well as Nicolás Maduro. The tankers are part of a maritime blockade or other unlawful 
activities like illegal mining and fuel what the Trump administration has said is a acts.The US Coast Guard on Saturday 
trafficking.At Tuesday's meeting, fleet Venezuela uses to evade US economic seized a Panama-flagged vessel called 
Venezuela’s UN Ambassador Samuel sanctions.The unicameral assembly, which Centuries that officials said was part of the 

Council called by Venezuela, US Moncada accused the US of acting “outside is controlled by Venezuela's ruling party, fleet moving sanctioned cargo. With 
Ambassador Mike Waltz on Tuesday international law” and its own domestic did not publish drafts on Tuesday nor the assistance from the US Navy, it seized a 
stressed that sanctioned oil tankers laws, by demanding that Venezuelans final version of the measure. But as read on rogue tanker called Skipper on Dec. 10. 
“operate as the primary economic lifeline vacate the country and hand it over to the the floor, the bill calls for fines and prison That ship was registered in Panama.
for Maduro and his illegitimate regime.” Trump administration, including all its oil sentences of up to 20 years for anyone who Trump, after that first seizure, said the US 

fields.“What right does the United States “Maduro’s ability to sell Venezuela’s oil promotes, requests, supports, finances or would carry out a “blockade” of Venezuela. 
government have to appropriate, to date, enables his fraudulent claim to power and participates in “acts of piracy, blockades or He later demanded that Venezuela return 
almost 4 million barrels of Venezuelan oil?” his narco-terrorist activities,” Waltz said. other international illegal acts” against assets that it seized from US oil companies 
Moncada asked, referring to the cargo of the “The United States will impose and enforce commercial entities operating with the yea r s  ago ,  j u s t i fy ing  anew h i s  
two seized tankers.sanctions to the maximum extent to deprive South American country.

CARACAS

US border patrol agents 
arrest 30 Indian nationals 
living illegally in America

Venezuela seeks to criminalize oil tanker 
seizures as Trump puts pressure on Maduro
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associations must ensure that the small and THE Centre’s move to impose a minimum import 
medium units don’t lose out, and in the price on key drug ingredients is a fresh strategy to 
process resort to short-cuts that have already combat the dumping of cheap Chinese imports 
spawned a culture of neglect and and support domestic manufacturing. Having a 
ind i ff e rence  — lead ing  to  f a t a l  floor price below which these pharmaceutical 
consequences in several instances. In an inputs cannot be imported may result in cost 
industry that demands utmost responsibility increase defeating the affordable drug pricing 
at every stage of production, the campaign, but the larger goal is noteworthy. A 
performance of several units continues to level-playing field for local producers can boost 
test the efficacy of the regulatory self-reliance, end the dependency on Chinese 
framework.imports and secure supply chains for antibiotics 

and cholesterol drugs. In the long run, such Systemic resilience is already under strain as 
safeguards against predatory price cuts by many of the registered small and medium 
suppliers and a possible breakdown in supplies units face a shutdown for failing to comply 
can pay dividends, provided the domestic with guidelines on the revised Schedule M 
industry gets its act together. Its track record on of good manufacturing practices by 
maintaining the prescribed quality standards fails December 31. The demand to extend the 
to infuse confidence.The targeted raw materials deadline underscores the crisis India’s 
in the new import regime are part of the Union pharma sector faces — how to ensure quality 
government’s product-linked incentive scheme. despite the numerous odds. Here’s where the 
The onus is now on the pharma sector on how to g o v e r n m e n t ’s  t o u g h  s t a n c e  a n d  
make the best use of the policy. The industry simultaneous handholding are most needed.

Central banks, inflation 
and political control

SHANTI’s vision: Transforming energy into strength

Pharma boost: Tougher Chinese import norms helpful in long run

The spat between the White House and Fed Reserve 
Chairperson Jerome Powell, an appointee of US 
President Donald Trump, is hardly unusual. 
Lyndon Johnson and Richard Nixon bullied the 
central bank into lowering interest rates.

Central banks function as the government’s banker, 
issue currency, maintain the payment system, and 
manage the nation’s currency reserves. They 
safeguard financial stability, acting as a lender of 
last resort to banks, although separate bodies 
sometimes regulate the financial system. The 
contentious part of their mandate is controlling the 
money supply and setting interest rates.

Central bank independence is recent. In 1990, New 
Zealand legislated inflation targeting, which other 
nations adopted. The concept was that an 
independent institution would determine 
monetary policy and maintain price stability, 
minimising opportunities for politicians to use 
interest rates to boost economic activity, 
especially around elections. The context was the 
high inflation era of the 1970s and 1980s. It was 
convenient to transfer painful choices to central 
bankers, allowing governments to blame others or 
claim credit depending on the outcomes.

The case for independence is unclear. The 
objectives, such as relative price stability, growth 
and employment, are frequently contradictory. It is 
unclear which of the multiple measures of price 
levels should be prioritised. The 2-3 per cent 
inflation objective is arbitrary. Empirical studies 
suggest that fear of deflation may be unwarranted. 
There are differences in what constitutes full 
employment.  Data,  rarely t imely,  has 
methodological problems. The representativeness 
of items used to measure inflation is contested. 
Unpaid work, zero-hour agreements, and 
contracting complicate labour statistics. Resource 
scarcity or sustainability is ignored.Central banks 
have limited tools—interest rates, regulating the 
money supply through open-market operations, 
quantitative easing (buying government debt) and 
forward guidance (open-mouth operations or 
jawboning). Budgets, the currency, international 
capital flows, and geopolitics (sanctions, trade 
restrictions) are outside its control.

The underlying economic models focus on NAIRU 
(non-accelerating inflation rate of unemployment) 
or the Phillips Curve, a simplistic trade-off 
between unemployment and inflation. In practice, 
these relationships are unreliable. Cause and effect 
are difficult to differentiate. There is no agreement 
on a neutral (not contractionary or expansionary) 
interest rate.Central bankers constantly validate 
Laurence J Peter’s judgment: “An economist is an 
expert who will know tomorrow why the things he 
predicted yesterday didn’t happen today.”

The problems are compounded by training and 
backgrounds that foster groupthink. Central 
bankers are economists, usually trained at the 
same universities, who spend their working lives 
within institutions, government, or academe, with 
limited commercial experience.Central banks are 
run by economists providing employment for their 
tribe. Independent members rarely second-guess 
staff recommendations, even if they have the 
expertise and information.Originally reticent, 
central banks, following the lead of former Fed 
Chairperson Alan ‘Maestro’ Greenspan, have 
embraced celebrity. Inscrutable invisibility has 
given way to volubility, X handles, and Delphic 
oratory. They play to financial markets with an 
excessive focus

on asset prices, which do not uniformly benefit all 
citizens. Politicians, never happy to share the 
limelight, increasingly resent the power and public 
profile of these unelected technocrats. They 
begrudge having to seek approbation for their 
policies. American presidents found themselves 
forced to kowtow to the all-powerful Greenspan. 
They are wary of the threat that central banks may 
pose to their position and re-election.

that innovation such as small and modular reactors digital records, a patient’s anxiety is reduced to the one When the monsoon first touches the Deccan, a million tiny 
(SMRs) can proceed with proportionate safeguards. It thing no law can cure—waiting time. SHANTI’s graded rivulets knit themselves into rivers. It is not a thunderclap 
also establishes a Nuclear Liability Fund for situations liability regime reduces barriers for smaller investors to that turns water into force; it is patient joining—stream 
where compensation exceeds the operator’s cap and build such plants while maintaining strict responsibility, to stream, village to village—until the flow is confident 
provides recourse to the international Convention on and its unified rules simplify the journey from design to enough to light a city. India’s journey with the atom has 
Supplementary Compensation—because compassion operation.Second, better redress when things go wrong. felt like that: quiet channels of science converging over 
must be as scalable as technology. The Bill creates an Atomic Energy Redressal Advisory decades, now gathering into a river strong enough to 

Change, in the most meaningful sense, is what the ordinary Council—comprised of the AEC chairperson, BARC power a data centre at midnight, sterilise a meal in the 
citizen can feel. In healthcare, nuclear medicine has director, AERB chairperson and CEA chairperson—to afternoon, and help a clinician save a child by the 
moved from promise to practice: targeted therapies for hear review applications and facilitate conciliation with evening.With the introduction of the SHANTI 
childhood blood cancers and prostate malignancies now technical depth. It designates claims commissioners Bill—Sustainable Harnessing and Advancement of 

within 30 days of a notified incident to Nuclear Energy for Transforming 
adjudicate compensation swiftly, and empowers India Bill, 2025—we are shaping the 
the government to constitute a Nuclear Damage riverbed so that this flow reaches 
Claims Commission for severe cases with quasi-every home, industry and institution 
judicial powers modelled on civil courts. This is that needs dependable and clean 
justice engineered for emergencies.energy.

Third, a transparent ecosystem. Restricted To understand why this moment 
information provisions protect sensitive data matters, we must begin with the 
without choking legitimate public outreach on context.
safety. The government retains exclusive control Before 2014, India’s nuclear framework 
of enrichment, reprocessing of spent fuel, heavy-was anchored in two separate statutes: 
water production, and isotopic separations—so the Atomic Energy Act, 1962, which 
long-term stewardship remains a sovereign guided development and control, and 
function. Research, design and innovation are the Civil Liability for Nuclear 
exempted from licensing (with safety and Damage Act, 2010, which provided a 
national-security caveats), so startups and no-fault compensation regime. Each 
universities can explore prototypes, sensors, AI-served its time; each also reflected an 
e n a b l e d  m o n i t o r i n g ,  a n d  a d v a n c e d  era when nuclear capability was 
materials.Jitendra SinghAlongside SHANTI, primarily a sovereign effort, with very 
we have announced missions for SMRs with limited pathways for the broader 
`20,000 crore earmarked, and a `1 lakh crore ecosystem—manufacturing, finance, 
research, development and innovation fund to insurance, startups, and advanced 
catalyse private sector across domains. Nuclear research—to participate.SHANTI 
energy will not be a solitary silo; it will be a node draws them together, repealing and 
in India’s wider innovation surge.replacing them with a single, modern flow from centres such as Tata Memorial, turning 

Some worry about liability and courts—SHANTI is architecture—in one stroke conferring statutory status isotopes into healing. In agriculture, radiation 
explicit on this. The operator carries the liability with caps the Atomic Energy Regulatory Board (AERB), defining technologies already help preserve produce, extend shelf 
graded by installation, backed by mandatory insurance or roles and responsibilities with clarity, and opening life, and ensure safety.
financial security; beyond the cap, the Nuclear Liability responsible avenues for public-private participation Safety is not a slogan; it is a discipline with numbers and 
Fund and, if needed, international supplementary while reserving sensitive functions to the government. routines. India’s operating plants are inspected every 
compensation pool can be tapped. Civil courts will not be In the past decade, India has achieved self-reliance across three months during construction and every six months 
clogged with technical claims; a specialised redress the nuclear fuel cycle and carried the programme in operation; licences are renewed every five years; the 
commission will adjudicate, with appeals routed to the responsibly. Now we are ready to scale towards a International Atomic Energy Agency benchmarks our 
Appellate Tribunal for Electricity (augmented with national goal of 100 gigawatt of nuclear capacity by parameters, and the AERB’s statutory status now gives it 
nuclear technical members) and, ultimately, to the 2047, adding reliable baseload power to support AI, sharper teeth.What changes, then, in the citizen’s daily 
Supreme Court.Rivers do not argue their way to the sea; quantum computing, indigenous semiconductor life? First, power you can trust—24×7 and low-carbon, 
they find it. With SHANTI, India’s nuclear river has fabrication, and large-scale data research.The Bill not hostage to the weather. When a textile cluster adds an 
found its course—safe, sovereign and generous enough to codifies this readiness: it creates a unified licensing and SMR to its energy mix, it stabilises looms and 
carry every citizen with it.safety authorisation regime. It sets graded liability for livelihoods; when a district hospital relies on 

operators—`3,000 crore for the largest reactors, down to uninterrupted power for imaging, radiotherapy, and 
`100 crore for smaller ones and fuel-cycle facilities—so 

To understand why this moment matters, we must begin with the context.

The Tribune Editorial: The targeted raw materials in the new import regime are part of the Union government’s product-linked incentive scheme

rude in modern India to be told, “My faith is better than Christian guests had brought printouts of carols so that carols and hymns were part of our unforgotten personal Happy Christmas in advance, dear readers. For someone 
yours, leave yours, join mine.” My quiet response was, “I everyone could sing together. We all had liberal, urban storehouse of songs.trapped in the English language as I was in my formative 

I should probably also share what my father did in New find meaning and beauty in my faith. May I not upbringings, and those who were unfamiliar with carols years, the Bible contained wonderful calls to faith, such 
York in the nineties while visiting my sister. My mother’s peacefully continue being ‘myself’ while respecting and could at least look at the words. Then, we came to the as, ‘For God is not a God of confusion but of peace’, 
shraadh date occurred then. My father, though a naastik appreciating your faith as a parallel path to God? great old carol ‘We three kings of Orient are’. But a verse Corinthians 14:33. I also loved what Jesus said in 
for the most part, observed her death anniversary with the Ecclesiastes 1:7 says, ‘All the rivers run into the sea’.” was missing from the printout. Guess which two people Matthew 11:30, ‘For my yoke is easy and my burden is 
traditional puja. But he didn’t like to trouble my Because I celebrate Christmas every year and I regularly knew that verse by heart and sang it while the others, light’, which is the concluding part of a passage where 

deracinated sister to find a pujari in a went to Midnight Mass with Christian Jesus invited those who were weary and burdened to 
foreign land.friends until they themselves stopped, come to him for rest.I felt such verses applied to me, too, 

Instead, he went to St Patrick’s Church, to sing the carols and hymns I learned as a Hindu, and they reinforced my own, then mute, 
knelt in a back pew, and murmured from as a child.Regarding this, let me tell attachment to Sanatana Dharma. At that stage, I used the 
the beautiful Twenty-third Psalm, which you a little story about a Christmas Bible to light my path to my own home as a Hindu, 
begins, ‘The Lord is my Shepherd’. When party in Chennai. It was at the home of realising that Hindus didn’t have one holy book; they had 
he told me about it, I thought he’d done the Hindu friends with whom I a library. Except that our books were somehow 
well, for a personal prayer is a genuine usually stay when in town. He is from inaccessible when I was growing up, whereas the Bible 
thing. I loved St Patrick’s myself, and North India, and she is from the came so easily to me in English, satisfying my inchoate 
made a beeline for the shrine of St Jude, South. They are a sweet, open-inner yearning for a God-connection.While I knew I 
the patron saint of lost or desperate causes. minded couple who celebrate both would stay loyal to my Hindu identity, I also felt, “What’s 
He symbolised hope and perseverance Diwali and Christmas, as many not to love about Jesus?” As a little girl, I wept reading 
through difficult times, and I liked what he Hindus do across India. As I said, about the Stations of the Cross, and fiercely wished that I 
stood for. My prayer as I lit a candle and what’s not to love about Jesus, who could have given Jesus a drink of water on his last, 
knelt to him was the universal wish, preached ‘God is Love’? For one, it sorrowful journey. It still affects me deeply. When I grew 
“Sarve jana sukhino bhavantu, ma kaschid resonates with ‘Anbe Sivam’, which older, I became greatly attached to four books in the Old 
dukh bhag bhavet”, meaning, ‘May means ‘Love is God’ in Tamil.Testament. They were Ecclesiastes, Psalms, Proverbs 
everyone be well, may no one suffer.’In Anyhow, not only do my friends and The Song of Solomon. Ecclesiastes seemed like an 
that spirit, I would like to share these unfailingly put up a Christmas tree at Upanishad to me in its wisdom. Psalms were raw 
encouraging thoughts from the Bible. home, but they also invite a close emotion and deep faith. Proverbs gave me social and 

From Hebrews 11.1, “Now faith is the assurance of circle of friends to a Christmas party, with all the even the Christians, fell silent because they didn’t know? emotional direction while The Song of Solomon seemed 
things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.” And traditional treats that mark the festival, especially plum My Hindu hostess and I, that’s who. In fact, we were the like Jayadeva’s lyrical Gita Govindam in its intense 
from Philippians 4:13, “I can do all things through Him cake. That year, their friends included several Christians, only two singing every carol from memory without bhakti bhava.However, I was uncomfortable with 
who strengthens me”, meaning faith can steady us some nice, open-minded Muslims and me. The host glancing even once at the printouts. This is not to imply conversion agendas. I realised, reading about the 
through every storm.couple and I chanced to be the only Hindus.One of the that we were extra clever. It’s just that for both of us, mediaeval Church’s violent history, that Christ and 

Christianity were not always the same. And it seemed 

As a Hindu, Biblical verses reinforced my own attachment to Sanatana Dharma. I used the Bible to light my path to my own home as a Hindu, realising that Hindus 
didn’t have one holy book; they have a library. This, excitingly, also made Christmas carols and hymns a part of  my unforgotten personal storehouse of  songs

Christmas carols across faiths
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NEWS BOX

possibly can," he added.NEW DELHI. (Agency) 
Stokes also emphasised that, despite the England’s Ashes campaign has lurched 

Ashes already being lost, England still from on-field frustration to off-field 
have targets to chase on the remainder of scrutiny, but Ben Stokes has made it clear 
the tour.where his priorities lie. With England 

already 3-0 down and the urn out of reach, “Looking after my players is one of the 
the captain has come out strongly in main things that I need to get out of this 
defence of his players amid allegations of because we need to go out there and win 
excessive drinking during a mid-series two games of cricket,” he said. “Right 
break in Noosa.The claims, which here, right now, my main job is to ensure 
surfaced ahead of the Boxing Day Test, they know they have my backing so I can 
have added another layer of pressure to an get them into the best possible state to 

turbulent period.“How I handle this already bruising tour. While the England perform for this country.”The controversy 
moment right now is the most important and Wales Cricket Board has confirmed it centres on reports that England players 
thing to me...The welfare of everyone in will look into the matter, Stokes chose to drank heavily during their four-day break in 
there and probably some certain shift the focus away from speculation, Noosa, a decision that had already been 
individuals as well is the most important stressing that player welfare and unity criticised by several former Australian 
thing to me right now as England captain," remain paramount as England attempt to players. An unverified video circulating on 
Stokes said in the pre-match press s a l v a g e  p r i d e  i n  t h e  f i n a l  t w o  social media, allegedly showing Ben 
conference.“I know how this kind of stuff Tests.Speaking ahead of the Melbourne Duckett intoxicated, has further fuelled 
can affect people, and my role as England Test, Stokes repeatedly underlined his debate, though its authenticity and timing 
captain is to protect my players as much as I responsibility to protect his squad during a remain unclear.

NEW DELHI. (Agency) 
 Days after a painful Asia Cup final 

se tback,  Vaibhav Suryavanshi  
announced his comeback in emphatic 
fashion by blasting the second-fastest 
List A century by an Indian in the Vijay 
Hazare Trophy. The 14-year-old 
smashed a breathtaking 36-ball hundred 
for Bihar against Arunachal Pradesh in 
Ranchi, stealing the spotlight on a day 
dominated by the return of Virat Kohli 
and Rohit Sharma.While much of the 
pre-match buzz revolved around India’s 
senior stars, Suryavanshi ensured the what had unfolded just days earlier. In the 
narrative shifted swiftly once play U19 Asia Cup final against Pakistan, 
began. Batting first after winning the Suryavanshi endured an off day, falling for 
toss, Bihar raced out of the blocks with a quick 26 off 10 balls while chasing a steep 
the teenager at his explosive best, target. His dismissal coincided with India’s 
dismantling the Arunachal attack with Suryavanshi in the list of fastest List A collapse, and a heated exchange with 
fearless strokeplay before eventually being centuries by an Indian. His marathon knock Pakistan fast bowler Ali Raza, followed by 
dismissed for a stunning 190 by Techi Neri. was as destructive as it was historic, visible gestures of frustration, drew 

comprising an outrageous 16 boundaries Fastest List A centuries by an Indian: criticism and sparked debate over his 
and 15 sixes. In the process, Suryavanshi maturity.Despite that disappointment, 35 balls: Anmolpreet Singh (Punjab)
equalled the record for the second-most Suryavanshi still finished the tournament 36 balls: Vaibhav Suryavanshi (Bihar)
sixes in a Vijay Hazare Trophy innings, with 261 runs, highlighting his overall 40 balls: Yusuf Pathan (Baroda)
drawing level with Narayan Jagadeesan, impact across the competition. The Vijay 41 balls: Urvil Patel (Gujarat)
who had struck 15 sixes against the same Hazare performance in Ranchi served as a 42 balls: Abhishek Sharma (Punjab)
opponent, Arunachal Pradesh, in 2022.The timely response, shifting the focus back to Only Anmolpreet Singh’s 35-ball hundred 
knock carried added significance given his batting rather than the noise around it.for Punjab in 2024 stands ahead of 

Vijay Hazare Trophy: Asia Cup flop in past, 
Vaibhav Suryavanshi smashes 36-ball 100

NEW DELHI. (Agency)  
Former India cricketer-turned-commentator 

Mohammad Kaif has slammed the selectors 
for selecting Shubman Gill in the T20I side, 
saying that it was a move in the backward 
direction. Gill was brought back into the 
Indian team ahead of the Asia Cup 2025 and 
was reappointed as the vice-captain of the 
side.The move also pushed Sanju Samson 
down the batting order, despite him having 
established himself as an opener after hitting 
three centuries over the past 12 months, as 
he made way for Gill. However, Gill failed 
to justify his selection, as he could not score 
a single half-century in 15 innings.As Gill 
failed to justify his selection, Kaif slammed 
the selectors for not investing in better 
players namely Yashasvi Jaiswal, Sanju 
Samson and Jitesh Sharma.They knew there 
were better players, I am talking about the 
T20 format, just this one. There were better 
players than Gill. So it was a mistake by the 
selectors. They have made a mistake and 

Indian cricket has gone backwards. For two 
to three months, you could have invested in 
Jaiswal, Samson and Jitesh,” Kaif said on 
his YouTube channel.

In the 15 innings played since his comeback, 
Gill managed to score only 291 runs at an 
average of 24.25 and a strike rate of 137.26, 
with a highest score of 47. As a result, he was 
eventually dropped from the team for the 
T20 World Cup 2026, with Ishan Kishan 
making his return to the side.As Gill was 
dropped, Kaif welcomed the decision but 
strongly criticised the selectors for having 
zero planning, calling the entire phase a 
“waste of time” for the Indian team.

“You carried Gill till the very end and then 
dropped him. I feel it is the right call. It came 
late, but it was right. The planning is zero. 
There is no planning. It has been a waste of 
time in the name of planning. You backed a 
player who is not ready right now. It was 
your mistake as selectors. There was no 
option left as he did not score in 17–18 
innings, and how many more chances would 
you give him? The pressure was increasing. 
No one wanted to drop him, but I feel it has 
been a waste of time for Indian cricket and 
for those players who should have been 
given the opportunity,” he added.

of the tournament in Jaipur. moment.Rohit acknowledged the affection innings.Security arrangements were swiftly 
of the crowd, taking time to wave whenever beefed up by local authorities as the number With the state association announcing free 
he found himself fielding near the boundary of fans continued to swell by the hour in entry, thousands of fans queued up outside 

Jaipur.It marked a significant day for the stadium well before the scheduled 
Indian domestic cricket, with Rohit start of play on Wednesday. Even 
Sharma and Virat Kohli returning to the before the Mumbai team bus arrived at 
domestic 50-over competition after several the venue, a few thousand supporters 
years. While Rohit last featured in the had already taken their seats, eager to 
knockout stage of the 2018 season for cheer one of the most successful ODI 
Mumbai, Kohli last appeared in the b a t t e r s  t h e  c o u n t r y  h a s  
tournament for Delhi back in 2009.Kohli produced.Chants of Rohit Sharma’s 
was part of the Delhi XI that faced Andhra name rang out the moment he walked 
at the BCCI Centre of Excellence in out for warm-ups alongside the rest of 
Bengaluru, where Andhra were also batting the batting group. The India star was 

\MANCHESTER.. (Agency)  first in a closed-doors encounter. The Vijay seen posing for photographs with 
 The setting was Jaipur, but chants of ‘Mumbai Hazare Trophy fixture featuring Kohli had Sarfaraz Khan and his younger brother 

Cha Raja’ rang out across the Sawai initially been scheduled for the M Musheer, both of whom featured in the 
Mansingh Stadium. The north Indian city Chinnaswamy Stadium, but the Karnataka playing XI led by all-rounder Shardul 

ropes. He was stationed in the slip cordon was draped in blue as thousands of fans government denied permission for the match Thakur.
early on as the atmosphere at the Sawai turned up to watch Rohit Sharma in action. to be held there. Royal Challengers It was a rare opportunity for fans to watch Mansingh Stadium took on the feel of an The former India captain returned to the Bengaluru’s home venue has not staged a Rohit from close quarters. With no live international fixture.Sikkim won the toss and Vijay Hazare Trophy, India’s premier major competitive match since a stampede television or streaming coverage for the elected to bat against Mumbai, but most of domestic 50-over competition, after a gap of outside the stadium in June claimed 11 lives Mumbai–Sikkim contest, cricket lovers in the spectators stayed put, waiting patiently seven years. He turned out for Mumbai, who and left more than 50 injured during the the city were keen not to miss the for Rohit’s turn to bat in the second were taking on Sikkim in a first-round fixture franchise’s IPL victory parade.

SPORTS

feel-good script worked. Bazball injected included golf and beach breaks. Reports of rigidity. When conditions demanded 
life into English Test cricket. Runs flowed at off-field indulgence, including drinking patience, England attacked.
record pace, players were backed regardless allegations, only added fuel to the debate, When adaptation was required, they doubled 
of failure, and crowds reconnected with a even if nothing was formally proven. down on identity. Ted once introduced “Total 
team that finally looked like it was Football” in a dream and, when his 
having fun. Harry Brook's rise felt assistant asked, “We’re playing a man 
like a direct adaptation of Jamie down. What do we do differently?”, 
Tart.Zak Crawley, constantly the entire team replied in unison, 
defended, began to flourish. “Absolutely nothing.” England, under 
Mistakes were brushed aside with a McCullum and Ben Stokes, effectively 
m e t a p h o r i c a l  “ b e  a  tried the same, with far less forgiving 
g o l d f i s h ” . E n g l a n d ’s  A s h e s  consequences.Bazball did revive 
campaign in Australia collapsed English cricket. It restored belief, NEW DELHI. (Agency)  
inside 11 days, the fastest series excitement and a clear identity. But the  Ted Lasso stuck a yellow Believe sign on the 
decision in a century. The opening Ashes showed the darker side of wall and turned optimism into a superpower; 
Test in Perth was over inside two relentless positivity. Losing, when Brendon McCullum tried something similar 
days as Australia’s pace attack blew repeated, tightens minds and strips and ran straight into an Australian Ashes 
England away. Brisbane followed confidence. McCullum himself reality check.When McCullum took charge 
with an eight-wicket defeat that a d m i t t e d  h i g h  e x p e c t a t i o n s  of England in 2022, the comparisons felt 
exposed England’s inability to “constrained” his players, the very unavoidable. Like the fictional AFC McCullum admitted he may have got it wrong. control sessions. Adelaide, under lights, was opposite of the freedom he promised.Richmond coach, he was a friendly foreigner After the third Test defeat, he accepted meant to be a reset but instead became the Ted Lasso got a perfect ending. McCullum arriving with warmth, humour and a responsibility for preparation, conceding final blow, with Australia sealing an 82-run doesn’t have that luxury. The Ashes have philosophy that prioritised people over that England perhaps did too much at one win to retain the Ashes and go 3–0 forced England to confront a simple truth: pressure .  McCullum ta lked about  stage and too little at another. In Ted Lasso’s up.Preparation quickly became the loudest belief is powerful, but preparation and enjoyment, trust and freeing players from world, mistakes are learning moments. In talking point. England played just one warm- adaptability still decide outcomes. In real fear. Winning, he suggested, would take care Australia, they are punished relentlessly.up match, skipped meaningful pink-ball sport, vibes don’t beat Australia. Planning of itself if the environment was right. It was 

The issue wasn’t Bazball’s intent, but its practice and followed a relaxed schedule that does.Ted Lasso in cricket whites.For a while, the 

Rohit Sharma fever in Jaipur: Over 10,000 
turn up, stadium echoes with chants

Brendon McCullum's Lasso-way with England 
has turned into one harsh reality check

Ben Stokes stands by England players amid 
drinking allegations: I'll protect them

NEW DELHI. (Agency) 
 Former Australia cricketer Tom Moody has 

delivered a blunt verdict on Virat Kohli’s 
captaincy tenure, calling it a disappointing era 
in Indian cricket. Kohli assumed India’s 
captaincy in all three formats in 2017 and 
stepped down from leadership in January 2022.

An era which was expected to propel India 
towards unprecedented heights unfortunately 
ended on a disappointing note, as Kohli, the 
captain, could not lead India to an ICC Trophy 
triumph. Under Kohli, India played in two 
finals and one semi-final, but the team was 
n e v e r  a b l e  t o  c l a i m  t h e  e l u s i v e  
silverware.Reflecting on Kohli’s captaincy in 
white-ball cricket, Moody said it was full of 

high expectations but ultimately led to 
disappointment.The Virat Kohli era was an era 
of high expectation, but ultimately, 
disappointment,” Moody said on JioHotstar’s 
Rise of Champions.Former India cricketer 
Harbhajan Singh also felt that Kohli should 
have won trophies, given the quality of the 
team he led.“The kind of team Virat had, they 
could have won three or four trophies. Nahi 
jeete kuch to karan honge, but I still feel like 
unke paas acchi team thi (if they did not win, 
there must have been reasons, but I still think 
they had a strong team),” said Harbhajan 
Singh.However, legendary South African 
batter AB de Villiers defended Kohli, stating 
that judging a captain solely on the basis of 
trophies is unfair.Frankly, it irritates me that 
people always judge a captain solely on 
whether they have won a World Cup. Saying 
‘that guy is useless because he has not won a 
World Cup’ is unfair,” said AB de Villiers.

Virat Kohli's captaincy had 
high expectations but 

ended in disappointment: 
Tom Moody

NEW DELHI. (Agency)  
Manchester City are moving steadily towards a 

January deal for Antoine Semenyo, with talks 
over a potential move for the Bournemouth 
forward said to be at an advanced stage. The 
Premier League champions have made 
encouraging progress in recent days and 
believe they are well-placed to win the race 
for one of the division’s most in-form 
a t t a c k e r s  a s  t h e  w i n t e r  w i n d o w  
approaches.According to multiple reports, 
Semenyo’s preference is a move to 
Manchester City rather than Manchester 
United, despite interest from Old Trafford 
earlier in the process. United are understood 
to have cooled their pursuit after indications 
that the 25-year-old favours working under 
Pep Guardiola, while Chelsea have also 
stepped back from negotiations.

Semenyo’s contract situation has made him one 
of January’s most talked-about names. The 
Bournemouth winger has a sixty-five million 
pounds release clause, made up of a sixty 
million pounds fixed fee and five million 
pounds in add-ons, which is active only for 
the first ten days of January. The clause was 
included when he signed a new contract in 
July, allowing Bournemouth to retain him 
last summer while acknowledging strong 
future interest. That valuation is expected to 
drop slightly if a move is delayed until the 
summer window.City are not alone in 
tracking the Ghana international. Liverpool, 
Tottenham and Chelsea have all made 
enquiries to varying degrees, with Liverpool 
assessing the conditions of a deal amid 
uncertainty surrounding their forward 
options. Tottenham are believed to be 
outsiders, while Chelsea chose not to push 
ahead despite initial interest.Bournemouth 
are realistic about their position and accept 
they could lose a key player mid-season. 
However, the Cherries are open to 
negotiating terms that would allow Semenyo 
to remain at the club until the end of the 
campaign, should a buying club agree. He 
joined Bournemouth from Bristol City in 
2023 and has since developed into a central 
figure under Andoni Iraola.

Semenyo’s appeal is clear. His ability to 
operate across the front line, combined with 
his physicality and end product, has made 
him one of the league’s standout performers 
this season. 

Mohammad Kaif slams BCCI for 
Shubman Gill blunder: Indian 

cricket has gone behind

Manchester City closing in 
on Antoine Semenyo deal 
after United snub: Reports

ZVijay Hazare Trophy 2025: Over 10,000 
fans turned up to watch Rohit Sharma's 
return to the premier domestic 50-over 
tournament at the Sawai Mansingh 
Stadium on Wednesday, December 24. 
Rohit took the field for Mumbai against 
Sikkim while Virat Kohli played for Delhi 
against Andhra in Bengaluru.

Brendon McCullum's Ted Lasso-

style belief reshaped England's Test 

cricket. Australia's Ashes summer 

showed that optimism alone fades 

quickly without preparation and 

adaptability.

 

ZVaibhav Suryavanshi responded 
to Asia Cup disappointment with a 
stunning Vijay Hazare century. The 
14-year-old's record-breaking 
knock reinforced his reputation as 
one of  India's most exciting 
young batting talents.
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Waiting for an income tax refund 
can be frustrating, especially after 
filing your return on time. While 
delays are common, tracking your 
ITR status online is easy and can 
give you clarity on where things 
stand.

i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  p r o j e c t s .  H i s  
professional career spans bridge and 
tunnel construction, port and metro 
projects, and major residential and 
commercial developments.Before 
joining NBCC, he served as Executive 
Director (Civil) at Delhi Metro Rail 
Corporation Ltd and also worked with 
Mumbai Port Trust.

RVNL noted  tha t  Ahmad has  
contributed extensively to sustainable the stock exchanges, RVNL said Jain 

infrastructure development and has has ceased to serve as CMD as part of 
presented technical papers at national the management transition. The  NEW DELHI.(Agency)
and international platforms. During his company  added  tha t  Ahmad ,   Rail Vikas Nigam Limited (RVNL) on 
tenure at DMRC, he played a key role in previously Director (Projects) at Tuesday announced a top-level 
developing last-mile connectivity NBCC (India) Ltd, has formally leadership change, with Saleem Ahmad 
solutions for metro passengers.assumed charge as CMD from taking over as Chairman and Managing 

The leadership shift marks a significant December 23.Ahmad is a civil Director (CMD) of the state-owned 
organisational update for RVNL, which engineering graduate from Jamia i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  c o m p a n y. H i s  
continues to play a crucial role in Millia Islamia University and brings appointment comes as Sukhmal Chand 
India’s  ra i lway infras t ructure  more than 35 years of experience across Jain steps down from the role with 
expansion.l a rg e - s c a l e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  a n d  effect from December 23.In a filing to 

8th Pay Commission: How the fitment factor 
will shape salary and pension increases

Income Tax Department needs extra time picked up for detailed scrutiny or system-related issues during peak filing 
to verify details shared by taxpayers. The verification by the Centralised Processing periods may slow things down.
Central Board of Direct Taxes has Centre or the assessing officer. HOW TO CHECK ITR REFUND STATUS 
clarified that returns showing possible “Incomplete or incorrect bank account ON THE E-FILING PORTAL
incorrect deduction claims are being details, non-validation of bank accounts The most direct way to track your refund is 
reviewed carefully. through the income tax e-filing 

In cases where information is missing website. Visit incometax.gov.in 
or unclear, taxpayers are being asked and log in using your user ID and 
to file revised returns. The password.
department has also said that smaller After logging in, go to the e-File 
refund amounts are being cleared section, select Income Tax Returns 
first, while the remaining refunds are and then click on View Filed 
likely to be processed by December Returns. Choose the relevant 
2025.CA (Dr) Suresh Surana assessment year to see your refund New Delhi.(Agency)

explains that delays beyond 90 days status. By clicking on View Details,  If you have filed your income tax return and 
are fairly common. He says, “Refunds you can see the full progress of your keep refreshing your bank balance, you 
are often delayed beyond 90 days due return, from submission to are not alone. For many taxpayers, the 
to a combination of procedural, processing.CHECKING INCOME wait for a refund can feel uncertain and 
verification, and compliance-related TAX REFUND STATUS USING stressful. The good news is that checking 
factors. The most common reason is PANyour income tax refund status online is for refund credit, or PAN–Aadhaar 
mismatch or inconsistency in data, such as If you want a quicker check, you can track simple, and understanding the reasons for linkage issues can further postpone 
discrepancies between the income, tax your refund using your PAN on the TIN delays can help ease the worry.WHY processing,” Surana says.
deducted at source, or advance tax website. After entering your PAN number YOUR INCOME TAX REFUND MAY He also points out that refunds can be reported in the return and those reflected and selecting the assessment year, the STILL BE PENDING adjusted against old tax dues under in Form 26AS, AIS, or TIS.”He adds that refund status appears on the screen.Refund delays usually happen when the Section 245 of the Income Tax Act, and refunds may also be delayed if a return is 

Still waiting for your income tax refund 
Simple ways to check your ITR status

Pakistan sells national carrier PIA for Rs 135 
billion following bidding process

New Delhi.(Agency) 
Shares of Coal India Ltd have been climbing steadily 

this week, extending gains for several sessions and 
outperforming broader market indices.

The stock has risen more than 6% over the past 5 
days and briefly rallied another 3% today, moving 
close to its 52-week high as investor sentiment 
turned strongly positive.Coal India was trading 
1.61% higher at Rs 406.85 on the Bombay Stock 
Exchange (BSE) at around 11:38 am.A key trigger 
for the recent surge has been the company’s 
decision to explore public listings of two major 
subsidiaries, Mahanadi Coalfields Ltd (MCL) and 
South Eastern Coalfields Ltd (SECL).The Coal 
India board has given in-principle approval for the 
two companies to be listed on stock exchanges, a 
move widely seen as an attempt to unlock value 
and improve transparency.

Reports also indicate that Bharat Coking Coal Ltd 
(BCCL), another subsidiary, is preparing for an 
IPO of around Rs 1,300 crore, adding further 
momentum to the stock.Market participants say 
the restructuring push signals a broader shift 
within Coal India and the government towards 
value creation and better corporate governance. 
The possibility of multiple listings and fresh 
investor participation has drawn significant 
attention from traders and long-term investors.The 

rally has also been supported by the company’s 
fundamentals. Coal India’s healthy dividend 
history, strong earnings profile and dominant 
position in the domestic coal market continue to 
make it a preferred pick in the PSU basket.

The stock is trading above key moving averages, 
indicating sustained buying interest. Analysts also 
point out that robust coal demand in India, coupled 
with record production levels, has strengthened 
the company’s operational outlook.

The broader market mood has helped as well. Energy 
and PSU stocks have been among the stronger 
performers in recent sessions, and Coal India has 
featured prominently in this rotation toward value-
heavy sectors.Analysts believe the ongoing rally 
reflects a combination of structural reforms.

BUSINESS

Coal India shares 
continue to rally. 

What's behind the rise
New Delhi.(Agency) m o n t h l y  p a y  a n d  l o n g - t e r m  HOW THE FITMENT FACTOR WILL 

benefits.WHAT RANGE IS BEING A F F E C T  S A L A R I E S  A N D   The 8th Central Pay Commission has 
DISCUSSED PENSIONSraised fresh expectations among 

The final fitment factor will determine central government employees and According to CA Manish Mishra, 
how much basic salaries and pensioners who are waiting for a 
pensions rise across the board. If meaningful rise in their salaries and 
the commission opts for a higher pensions. While the commission is 
multiplier,  employees and expected to revise pay for over 50 lakh 
pensioners can expect a sharper employees and nearly 69 lakh 
increase in their payouts. On the pensioners, key details such as the final 
other hand, a more conservative recommendations, funding and rollout 
figure would mean moderate timeline are still awaited.At the heart of 
gains, even though it would still the discussion is the fitment factor, a 
improve the exist ing pay single number that will largely decide 
structure.This is why employees’ how much extra money employees and 
unions and pensioner groups are pensioners take home.
closely tracking every update WHY THE FITMENT FACTOR 
r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  f i t m e n t  MATTERS THE MOST

Founder of GenZCFO, the fitment factor.WHEN CAN EMPLOYEES The fitment factor is used to revise basic 
factor could fall within a wide range. EXPECT HIGHER PAY IN HANDpay and pensions across all pay levels. 
“The fitment factor, which gives the Although the 8th Pay Commission is Simply put, it acts as a multiplier 
range of uniform increase across pay expected to be effective from January applied to the existing basic salary or 
levels, is likely to be between 1.9 and 1, 2026 on paper, actual payments may pension to arrive at the new amount. A 
about 2.8 to 3.0, according to expert take longer. “It is true that the 8th Pay higher fitment factor leads to a bigger 
assessments,” he said.For comparison, Commission is said to be effective from jump in earnings, while a lower one 
the 7th Pay Commission had set the January 1, 2026, but in practical terms results in more modest increases.This 
fitment factor at 2.57. Mishra noted that the higher salaries will probably not makes the fitment factor the most 
where the 8th Pay Commission finally reach employees’ bank accounts till closely watched element of the 8th Pay 
fixes this number will be a major factor late 2026 or during the financial year Commission. Even a small change in 
in deciding take-home pay and overall 2026–27,” Mishra said.this number can significantly alter 
salary restructuring.

Facing pension delays? 
EPFO sets new rules to fix 
EPS contribution mistakes

New Delhi.(Agency) 
 Gold and silver prices jumped to a record high onThe 

Employees’ Provident Fund Organisation (EPFO) 
has issued fresh guidelines to help correct errors in 
pension contributions under the Employees’ Pension 
Scheme (EPS). The move aims to bring uniformity 
across offices and protect the pension rights of 
employees.Through a December 19, 2025 circular, 
the EPFO laid down a standard method to correct 
EPS contribution errors, which usually come to light 
only when employees apply for their pension.

WHY EPFO ISSUED THE NEW CIRCULAR
EPFO said it had received several complaints about 

pension contribution errors being handled 
differently by regional offices. In many cases, 
employees faced problems at the time of pension 
settlement because of incorrect entries or missing 
contributions.To avoid confusion and legal issues, 
the EPFO decided to lay down a clear and uniform 
procedure for correcting such mistakes.

WHAT HAPPENS IF PENSION WAS WRONGLY 
CREDITED

The circular explains that if EPS contributions were 
wrongly paid to employees who were not eligible for 
the pension scheme, the excess amount must be 
returned. This includes the wrongly credited pension 
amount along with the applicable interest.The 
money will be transferred back from the EPS account 
to the provident fund account or to an exempted trust, 
as applicable. Any pensionable service wrongly 
added to the employee’s records will also be 
removed.

F I X I N G  C A S E S  W H E R E  P E N S I O N  
CONTRIBUTION WAS MISSED

In some cases, employers failed to deposit EPS 
contributions for eligible employees and instead 
credited the entire amount to the provident fund 
account. For such cases, EPFO has instructed offices 
to calculate the correct pension dues.The required 
amount will then be physically transferred to the 
pension account. Pensionable service details and 
non-contributory periods, wherever needed, will 
also be updated to reflect the correct history.

New Delhi.(Agency)
Continuing its decade-long dominance, Biryani 

claimed the top spot in Swiggy’s 2025 orders with 93 
million units, equating to 194 orders per minute or 
3.25 every second. According to the 10th edition of 
“How India Swiggy’d”, Chicken biryani led at 57.7 
million orders, driving the highest repeat purchases 
among variants. Burgers ranked second with 44.2 
million orders, followed by pizzas at 40.1 million 
and veg dosa at 26.2 million.

When it comes to desserts, white chocolate cake 
topped with 6.9 million orders, ahead of chocolate 
cake (5.4 million) and gulab jamun (4.5 million). 
Indian sweets like kaju barfi (2 million) and besan 
ladoo (1.9 million) rounded out popular picks. 
Global cuisines entered the carts with Mexican (16 
million orders), Tibetan (12 million+ orders), 
Korean (4.7 million orders) cuisines becoming 
consumer favourites. Matcha was the most searched 
global cuisine in 2025.A foodie in Mumbai redefined 
“dining all day” and placed 3,196 food orders on 
Swiggy in 2025. This was almost 9 food orders per 
day and was the highest in the country. Single highest 
billing for dining out was done by two customers in 
Bengaluru and two customers in Mumbai of Rs 3 
lakhs each. In Pune, a customer made a single 
highest payment of Rs 173,885.Rohit Kapoor, CEO, 
Swiggy Food Marketplace said, “It isn’t just about 
the mind-blowing 93 million biryanis ordered, the 
growing appetite for global cuisines.

Saleem Ahmad takes charge as RVNL 
CMD, replacing Sukhmal Chand Jain

Gold, silver heading for best 
yearly show since 1979; 
sniffing at 1.4 lakh, Rs 2.3 
lakh

Saleem Ahmad is a civil 

engineering graduate from Jamia 

Millia Islamia University and 

brings more than 35 years of  

experience across large-scale 

construction and infrastructure 

projects.

revival  p lans .The pr ivat isa t ion Marshal Syed Asim Munir, for their full Both groups then raised their bids in stages. 
ceremony was held in Islamabad and was support in successfully concluding the The competition continued until the Arif 
attended by all three pre-qualified t rans i t ion ,"  he  added.BIDDING Habib group offered Rs 135 billion. This 
bidders. These included Lucky Cement, bid was not matched by Lucky Cement, 
private airline Airblue and investment which decided to step back from the 
firm Arif Habib. process.“We congratulate Arif Habib 

Each of the bidders deposited their sealed group,” a member of the Lucky 
bids into a transparent box, as part of the Cement team said while withdrawing 
formal process."Alhamdulillah, the from the bidding after the final offer.
successful privatisation of PIA marks a SALE STRUCTURE AND SHARE 
historic milestone. Congratulations to DETAILS

The government had initially offered a the Arif  Habib Group on this  
75% stake in Pakistan International achievement. This milestone reflects the 
Airlines. Under the terms of the deal, vision of Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif 
the successful bidder will have 90 days for reforming state enterprises, restoring 

PROCESS AND FINAL PRICEWhen the 
to purchase the remaining 25% shares of PIA’s glory, and making air travel 

bids were opened in the second phase of 
the airline.According to the rules, 92.5% accessible and reliable for all Pakistanis 

the ceremony, Arif Habib emerged as the 
of the money raised from the sale of the and international travellers," said Ishaq New Delhi.(Agency) highest bidder with an initial offer of Rs 
initial 75% stake will go directly to the Dar, Deputy Prime Minister & Foreign  Islamabad, Dec 23 (PTI) Pakistan on 115 billion. Lucky Cement followed with 
airline for reinvestment. The remaining Minister of Pakistan.Tuesday completed the privatisation of its a bid of Rs 105.5 billion, while Airblue 

"I had the privilege of supporting this 7.5% of the proceeds will be transferred to national airline, Pakistan International placed a much lower bid of Rs 26.5 
process through chairing the Cabinet the government.In addition to the Airlines, selling it for Rs 135 billion after billion.After the bids were revealed, the 
Committee on Privatisation. I commend purchase price, the investor will be a competitive bidding process held in the government announced a reference price 
the Privatisation Commission for required to commit Rs 80 billion in fresh capital. of Rs 100 billion. As per the rules of the 
conducting a professional, transparent, investment over the next five years. This The sale marks a major step by the auction, the two highest bidders, Arif 
and highly competitive process, and thank investment is expected to be used to government to exit the loss-making airline Habib and Lucky Cement, were invited to 
the Federal Government and Field improve operations, fleet quality and after years of financial trouble and failed take part in an open auction.

overall services.

MUMBAI.(Agency)
 Precious metals are on a song again and are heading for 

their best annual performance since 1979, scaling 
new peaks globally and also in the domestic markets 
on safe haven demand and expectations of more rate 
cuts by the US Fed as inflation remains under control 
on one hand and on the other, the world’s largest 
economy is on a solid footing with the Q3 data at 
4.3% surprising on the upsides by a wide margin 
coupled with the rising tension between the US and 
Venezuela.So far gold has soared over 80% in dollar 
terms to $4,550 per ounce and silver cross $72 (up 
150%), fueled by anticipation of further Fed easing 
and fresh geopolitical tension arising between the US 
and Venezuela, where the US has blockaded oil 
tankers, adding to the metals’ haven appeal as they 
head for its best annual performance since 1979.The 
global rally where gold has crossed the sensitive 
$4,500 mark with wide margin scaling past $4,550 
per ounce (28.35 grams), and silver crossing $72 an 
ounce has the gold futures with February expiry on 
the Multi Commodity Exchange hitting a fresh 
lifetime high of Rs 1,38,676/10 grams on 
Wednesday.The futures with April an June expiries 
are also at a fresh all-time highs of Rs 1,42,125/10 
grams and Rs 1,45,579/10 grams earlier today. 
Similarly, silver has crossed the Rs 2,20000 mark and 
was trading at Rs 2,23,304 per kg today. Meanwhile, 
the sudden spurt in the prices-- after the third week of 
October these metals have cooled off till the ongoing 
spurt—has had the share prices of leading gold loan 
focused non-banks soaring over 6% Wednesday 
reaching their532-week highs.

While Manappuram Finance jumped 6% to hit a fresh 
52-week high of Rs 313.8, IIFL Finance rose 4% to a 
52-week high of Rs 597.70 and the industry leader 
Muthoot Finance rose over 2% to hit a fresh 52-week 
high of Rs 3,890. Rising gold prices are good for gold 
financiers as higher prices increase the value of the 
collateral, reducing the risk of defaults, as the 
collateral becomes more valuable relative to the loan 
amount (which is capped at 75% of the price of the 
metal) issued against it.

Swiggy executed 3.25 
biryani orders per second in 
2025

 

The privatisation ceremony 
was held in Islamabad and 
was attended by all three 
pre-qualified bidders. These 
included Lucky Cement, 
private airline Airblue and 
investment firm Arif Habib.
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During examsDuring exams

7 ways to keep your kid  

Relationships

Your child is appearing for boards, but 
you're the one popping a stress vessel? 7 
ways to keep it together for your kid.
Cuffe Parade resident Poonam Chawla 
vividly remembers the March of 2013. 
Her son Rohan was appearing for his 
12th standard examination. Rohan 
aspired to study abroad and much of his 
hopes were pinned on the exams and the 
impending results. He dreamt of nothing 
less than a 90 per cent. Poonam found 
herself completely engulfed with the 
idea and took on the mantle to fulfil his 
desire. It wasn't just the examination that 
caused her anxiety -the thought of her 
son's dream of studying abroad 
crumbling, should his percent not be up 
to the mark, made her go off the deep 
end.
Poonam found her solace in Buddhist 
chanting. Each time she felt her anxiety 
levels soaring, she would gather with 
her friends and chant. "I realised I was 
passing on my anxiety to my son, which 
would frustrate him," she recalls. "So 

Getting ready for a trip 
wi th  your  family?  
Managing kids on the go 
and also ensuring you 
stick to your itinerary at 
the same time is a 
humongous task.
Here are some ways to 
h e l p  y o u  a v o i d  
meltdowns, so that you 
can take in the sights and 
sounds without feeling 
overwhelmed.
Packing hacks
Getting your suitcase ready is not just 
about throwing in clothes and 
essentials according to the duration 
of your trip.Keep in mind the 
following to save your sanity.
- Fold the clothes in pairs and put 
them in a pouch. Once you've worn 
them, stash them away in the same 
bag.
- Choose apparels that are wrinkle-
resistant. This way , you'll save time 
trying to iron the creases out.
- Layer clothes with a laundry bag or 
sheets. Place rolled clothes at the 
bottom of the suitcase and folded 
ones next. You will find that 
removing what you need from the 
bag is easier this way.
- Stuff socks in your shoes. You can 
also use your footwear to store neatly 
folded chargers and cables.  
Alternatively , you can use socks to 
store perfumes and other breakable 
items.
- Use pill bottles and lense cases to 
group your jewellery and earrings.
- Place a plastic sheet between the 
bottles of your make-up lotions and 
foundations and its lids to avoid 
spilling the content all over your 

other belongings and ruining them.
- Buy travel-sized utilities, like 
toothpaste, body wash and shampoos, 
which can be thrown into dustbins 
later.
On-the move hacks
From screaming toddlers to elders who 
want to take a loo break, you need to 
know how to handle them all.
- When on the move, dress your kids in 
layers. If they spill on themselves, you 
can simply remove the dress that's on 
the top instead of hunting for a whole 
new set in your bag. This also comes in 
handy when you don't know how the 
temperature outside will be as you can 
adjust the layers accordingly .
- When you check in at the counter, 
make sure seat arrangements are in 
tandem and the meals are according to 
your taste.
- Cover the seats with towels. In case 
your little ones decide to play holi in 
the car, you will only have to wash the 
towels and not spend your energy 
scrubbing the seat covers clean.
- Have board games and books handy . 
If you want to entertain your children, 
play simple games like I Spy or narrate 
a story based on things you spot outside 

Ask any parent how difficult it is to get their child to finish their meals 
sans the tantrums, and you will probably get an exasperated look. 
Children are notorious for their fussy eating habits. And if they have a 
sweet tooth, it gets even more difficult to veer them towards eating 
something healthy. The good news, however, is that it isn't difficult to 
get your child to actually relish healthy items — you simply need to 
know how to make food more interesting and fun. Here are some 
simple yet effective tips...
- Don't be sceptical to try new recipes. There are several ways in which 
you can make food tasty without worrying about it being unhealthy. 
Make a dip if your kids balk at the sight of vegetables.
- Introduce new dishes slowly so that your child get can used to the 
taste. Don't overwhelm them by piling their plate with health food all 
at once.
- Encourage your child to participate in the kitchen. Let them help you 
while you prepare meals so that they are aware about how much effort 
and time goes into cooking. Ask 
them to suggest foods that they 
enjoy eating and prepare them in 
different ways every time so that 
they can enjoy the variety.
- Lead by example. This means that 
if you're asking your child to resist 
junk food, you should do the same. 
Children look up to adults and if 
they see that you're being careless 
about your eating habits, they'll 
end up doing the same.
- Don't cut out all junk food completely. This will lead to cravings and 
tantrums. Instead, allow them to eat out once a week. This will balance 
out the equation without them feeling deprived.
- Make a schedule for the week so that you don't struggle when it 
comes to cooking. Once the menu is planned beforehand, you have 
time to be innovative and plan in advance.
Healthy food alternatives
Instead of frying, bake those fries in some coconut oil.
If plain dahi is boring, add some fresh fruits to it.
Paneer bread rolls, oatmeal pancakes and puffed rice upma are tasty 
and healthy snacks.
Add a dash of salad dressing to a boring vegetable salad to amp up the 
flavour.
Encourage your child to eat a handful of nuts and fruits in-between 
meals.

the window. You can 
a l s o  k e e p  t h e m  
occupied by narrating 
anecdotes about your 
family .
- Keep a stock of snacks 
(the more colourful, the 
better); it not only keeps 
hunger pangs at bay, but 
also doubles up as a toy 
with which kids can 
play ̀ organising games'.
- If the young ones are 

getting impatient and want to know 
exactly how long will it be before 
they reach the destination, ask them 
to figure it out themselves with a 
map! Keep tablets and adult 
munchies in a separate bag so that 
they're easily accessible when elders 
ask for them.
- If you are flying, give chewing 
gums or lol lipops to the children and 
elders during take off and landing.
- If you have to make a pit-stop, 
research beforehand to find out if 
there are interesting locations like an 
adventure park or places of historical 
importance enroute. This way , you 
can check out newer places and also 
relax for a while.
- Have a well-stocked first aid kit. 
You never know when you might 
need it!
Hotel room hacks
If you thought you've survived the 
trip the minute you plonk on those 
comfortable beds in your hotel room, 
sorry to burst the bubble you're just 
half way into the battle.
- The golden rule is to book in 
advance.
- However, keep your agent or the 

management informed that you are 
open to upgrading your tickets. Many 
airlines and hospitality services offer 
business class facilities at nominal 
hikes just before the date of travel. So, 
don't miss out on the luxury .
- If you have a baby who's just few 
months hold, then use the hotel room's 
sink to bathe himher.Don't risk using 
the bathroom if you are not sure you 
can handle it.
- Tape unused sockets and sharp 
corners with duct tape to child-proof 
the room.
- If your child is restless and unwilling 
to go to sleep, build a makeshift fort or 
tent using pillows and blankets.
- If your stomach grumbles at odd 
hours, then make instant noodles or 
eggs in the kettle. You can also use 
shower caps to cover leftovers and 
have them later.
 Family members insisting on wearing 
ironed shirt, but can't find an iron in 
the room? Simply use a hair dryer.
- Invest in wi-fi base stations or 
download hotspot apps. If internet is 
not available free of charge, use these 
gadgets so that entire family can 
utilise the net by paying just for one 
connection.
- If you have an early wake up call, 
then put your phone in a glass; the 
alarm will sound much sharper.
- You can use a USB cable to charge 
your phone by just connecting it to the 
TV's port.
- If you are leaving behind expensive 
items in your room, then keep the `do 
not disturb' sign on.This will ward 
away people with mischievous 
intentions.
- In most hotels, power is connected to 
the room cards. So, if you want to 
charge your phone or camera while 
you are enjoying a relaxed breakfast, 
place a membership card or old bank 
cards in lieu of your room card in this 
slot.

Encourage your child to 
pick the Right foods

How to survive a family trip

7 ways to keep your kid  

much so, each time he would find me getting 
anxious, he would tell me, `mama, please go 
chant'".While examination patterns have 
evolved, experts claim, parents -when 
confronted, literally, with testing situations 
like the pressing board exams -haven't. 
Nearly a fortnight ahead of the HSC board 
exam (the first among the many important 
examinations that will follow), our panel of 
experts suggest seven ways you can avoid 
being the nagging monster and be a support 
system, instead.

Just stay calm
Displaying your nervousness to the child is 
quite common with parents. But it doesn't 
help. In a case like this, either the child turns 
into a complete rebel and deliberately does 
not study, or gets so nervous because of their 
parents' mounting pressure, that he/she will 
simply not able to perform. Clinical 
psychologist, Salma Prabhu shares, "Children 
often get exasperated, if parents continuously 

Stress-free 
tell them what to do and how to do it. This not 
only disturbs them, but also leaves a feeling 
of anxiety and insecurity regarding the 
upcoming exams. They may lose their 
confidence." Your best bet? Keep calm and 
let your child carry on. If you're unable to, 
seek counselling.

Leave your old-school ideas behind
"When I was preparing for my boards more 
than a decade ago, everyone was concerned 
about marks," says Azmin Mistry, an English 
teacher with a south Mumbai school. "But we 
now realise that these marks don't matter. If 
we are kinder towards exams, exams will be 
kinder to us." Enjoy the process. Tell your 
child to study to expand his/her knowledge. 
If you only focus on the grades, it puts undue 
pressure on them. "Besides, those who do 
well in school may not necessarily do well in 
life, and the reverse is also true. So, don't 
base your child's self-worth based on these 
exams," says former president of the 

Stress-free 
Bombay Psychiatrist 
Society, Dr Kersi 
Chavda. "One is 15 or 
16 when appearing for 
these exams, and parents 
must understand they have a 
whole life ahead of them. Doing 
poorly in an exam is not a sign that they are a 
failure in life."

Be a support system
You don't have to put your life on hold for your 
child's exams. Continue with your job and 
social activities through the year. It's only 
around the time of the examinations that you 
may choose to be home to make things 
comfortable and easy for them. Be around to 
keep the house calm and peaceful, keep the 
fragrance pleasant and speak of only positive 
outcomes. Ensure that they are sleeping well, 
eating adequately and exercising daily, as these 
three factors help alleviate stress levels. Don't 
simply nag them to study. Learning is about 
absorbing, and that can only happen if the child 
is sufficiently relaxed and rested. Trying to 
memorise and learn new concepts till the end 
may result in memory loss or tiredness during 
the time of actual performance. "And know 
that exams are a bit about luck," points out Dr 
Chavda. "If your child has studied diligently 
and is still unable to perform for some reason, 
spare the rod."

Know the child's capacity
Many parents feel anxious when their children 
don't seem to juggle their time well or are a tad 
tired towards the end of the examination."This 
is bound to happen in some cases as children 

have been running to different classes and 
have been solving umpteen number of papers 
and have been practising a lot," says Prabhu. 
Parents need not panic and immediately start 
talking of the worst case scenarios and how 
this will lead to low scores." Know that your 
child has a limit and will only able to perform 
to the best of his/her ability. Accept their 
limitations. As a thumb rule don't compare, not 
even if their sibling is a class topper." Besides, 
suggests Prabhu, "avoid talking to too many 
people on your WhatsApp groups about what 
to serve your children, where to seek last 
minute help, ask how much children must 
sleep. Trust the children and observe what is 
best for them as every child is different."
Ranjana Guha, a retired junior college 
professor, explains, "One must instil the idea 
of self-study, rather than depend on tuitions." 
Sometimes, coaching classes add pressure and 
make hogwash promises. This leads to 
building unreasonable expectations in the 
parents' minds.

No talking shop
Focus on the here and now. This is not the time 
to discuss what stream or career path they shall 
be taking, or, worse still, speak about a 
profession you would like them to take up. "In 
such situations, talking about it leads to low 
self-esteem and feeling of let ting their parents 
down," says Prabhu. "So do not pressurise 
your children. If they don't do well, they shall 

have to opt for Commerce and Arts and 
not Science isn't helpful at this time." 

Be sure, conversations during this 
time are pleasant and different, 
rather than the board exam results 
and its consequences.
Steer clear of outside pressure
For your child's sake, and yours, 
avoid those friends, neighbours 

and relatives who give unsolicited 
advice and keep asking your kid 

what they want to be in life. This will 
create expectations in your mind and 

your child will only be bogged down by it. 
This is not the time to let others also come and 
create a cloud of anxiety and tension. "Playing 
Mozart and santoor stimulates the right nerves 
of the brain leading to good concentration and 
memory," advises Prabhu. "This will not only 
calm you as a parent but also help the children 
perform well." Dr Chavda adds, if it's the 
school which is the defaulter putting pressure, 
go up to the principal or teacher and have a 
frank chat. "Just because heshe maybe topping 
his class doesn't mean that heshe will become 
board ranker," he says.

Don't compare
As parents your level of confidence in your 
children is what boosts their self-esteem and 
self-confidence. Do not compare them or give 
examples of relatives and friends who have 
scored well and have got great admissions, or 
alternatively who have scored low and have 
had to settle for mediocre institutes or pay 
donations. "Parents feel by comparing 
children to others, they are creating a 
competitive spirit. However, no one likes to be 
compared," says Prabhu. "Instead of feeling 
competitive, many children just give up 
thinking, my parents are never satisfied and 
nothing can make them happy, so why bother." 
Keep reassuring them that you trust them and 
you love them no matter what they score.
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