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Gurgaon.(Agency)
 The city felt the winter chill on Thursday as 

daytime temperatures fell by nearly 7 
degrees  Cels ius .  The maximum 
temperature dropped to 17.3 degrees 
Celsius from 24.2 degrees Celsius a day 
earlier. Sunshine appeared briefly 
during the day, but haze kept conditions 
cold.India Meteorological Department 
(IMD) said the conditions do not qualify 
as a ‘cold day', as this requires the drop 
in maximum temperature to continue 
for at least two consecutive days at a 
station.The minimum temperature also 
declined by around 3 degrees in the past 
24 hours and was recorded at 7.3 
degrees Celsius on Thursday, making it 
the coldest day of the season so 
far.Dense fog covered the city during the 
early morning hours, reducing visibility to 
about 100 metres. Visibility improved 
after 8.30am to around 150m and 
increased further by afternoon to nearly 
800m."The fog was so dense that even 
nearby vehicles were barely visible. 

Everyone was driving cautiously," said 
Rohit Yadav, a resident of Sector 45.The 
weather department warned that dense to 
very dense fog is very likely across several 
parts of Haryana between Dec 19 and Dec 

21. An orange alert has been issued for the 
city for the next three days, cautioning 
residents about prolonged low visibility 
during night and early morning hours.

"Calm winds and high moisture levels are 
creating favourable conditions for fog 
formation, particularly during late night 
and early morning hours," an IMD official 

said, advising commuters to be cautious 
while travelling.

Similar foggy conditions are expected 
across  Chandigarh,  Panchkula ,  

Ya m u n a n a g a r ,  K a r n a l ,  
Mahendragarh, Rewari, Jhajjar, 
Mewat, Palwal, Faridabad, 
Rohtak, Sonipat, Panipat, Sirsa, 
Fatehabad, Hisar, Jind, Bhiwani 
and Charkhi Dadri.Meanwhile, 
a western disturbance is likely to 
affect northern parts of India 
f r o m  D e c  2 0 ,  t h o u g h  
meteorological officials said its 
impact will not be felt in 
Haryana. Rainfall is expected 
over northern parts of Punjab, 
while Haryana and Chandigarh 

are likely to remain largely dry.The IMD 
said no major change in minimum 
temperatures is expected over the next 
24 hours, followed by a gradual rise of 
about 2 to 3 degrees Celsius across 
Haryana and Chandigarh, even as foggy 
mornings are likely to continue.

More AQI monitors to enhanced dust control:Gurgaon 
to step up measures to combat toxic air

Temperature falls to 17.3 degrees, visibility 
drops to 100m as dense fog grips Gurgaon

Dead man alive: How a lawyer 
pulled off Rs 60L land fraud

Nuh..(Agency)
A 23-year-old man from Punjab, who 

allegedly smuggled opium from 
Pakistan via drones and dispatched them 
in courier parcels to the US, was arrested 
by city police on Tuesday. Lakhbir 
Singh (23), a resident of Kot Data in 
Punjab's Tarn Taran, was wanted in a 
2023 case when Haryana State 
Narcotics Control Bureau received an 
alert from DHL Express in Gurgaon 
about a suspicious international parcel 
that contained narcotics.

Lakhbir, who had been on the run for over 
two years, was declared a proclaimed 
offender by a local court in Feb 2025, 
with a Rs 5,000 reward announced by 
the Haryana DGP for his capture. He 
was arrested from Tarn Taran by a team 
led by SI Lalit Kumar of the crime 
branch unit in Sector 40.Narcotics 
control bureau received the alert from 
DHL Express at Udyog Vihar on May 
25, 2023 after the parcel was flagged 
during X-ray screening. A special team, 
which rushed to the company's office, 
found it to contain clothes and two 1kg 
boxes of chyawanprash, which 
concealed 842 grams of opium wrapped 
in plastic. The parcel documents listed 
Lakhbir as the sender, with a foreign 
address as the recipient. A case was 
registered at Udyog Vihar police station 
under sections of the NDPS Act.

During police custody, Lakhbir confessed 
to being part of an organised 
international drug trafficking gang since 
2022. The gang reportedly sourced 
narcotics from Pakistan, located just 
4km from Singh's village, and 
distributed them in the US through a 
network of people who migrated 
illegally via the ‘donkey route'.

Lakhbir allegedly dispatched parcels to 
fake or borrowed addresses, hiding 
d rugs  ins ide  food  i t ems  l ike  
chyawanprash and laddoos. These 
parcels were booked through DTDC in 
Punjab and sent abroad via DHL 
Express. According to police, Lakhbir 
earned between Rs 2 lakh and Rs 5 lakh 
per parcel.

Roads under water; trees & poles 
uprooted: Cities on knees again

Noida/Ghaziabad. The showers that started Friday 
and continued on Sunday has led to heavy 
waterlogging in Noida and Ghaziabad.

A park for children in Noida Sector 51 has turned into 
a shallow pool, while parks and green belts in 
sectors 119, 12, 30, 120, etc., also remained out of 
bounds due to flooding.Low-lying areas, like 
Botanical Garden Metro station in Noida and Jagat 
Farm Market in Greater Noida, are under at least 
two feet of water. Meanwhile, residents reported 
flooded roads and basements in Noida sectors 22, 
30, 36, 51, 62, 71, 104, 105, 72, 117, 122, 99, 
etc.The picture is similar in Ghaziabad, with Abhay 
Khand, Loni, and Muradnagar facing waterlogging.

Late on Sunday, following reports of 12 people stuck 
in Tronica City due to heavy waterlogging, a team 
of Ghaziabad NDRF carried out a rescue operation. 
Considering a warning of heavy rain ahead, NDRF 
teams are on high alert for emergency response in 
Noida and Ghaziabad.Residents blamed the 
authorities for not taking adequate measures to 
check flooding.“The Noida Authority failed to 
prepare for the monsoon in advance. All its claims 
have fallen flat. In Sector 51, people are wading 
through one-and-a-half feet to two feet of water. 
The Sunday showers also left houses and basements 
flooded.

News box

Met factors keep air in poor 
zone for 2nd day

Noida.(Agency)
 The city recorded a marginal improvement in air quality 

on Thursday, though pollution levels remained in the 
poor category. The average AQI stood at 276, slightly 
lower than 279 a day earlier.Among monitoring stations, 
Gwalpahari remained the worst affected with a very poor 
AQI of 317. Air quality was poor in Sector 51, where the 
AQI was 290, while Vikas Sadan recorded a lower 
reading of 204, though still in the poor range. The AQI at 
Teri Gram could not be calculated due to insufficient 
data.According to System of Air Quality and Weather 
Forecasting and Research (Safar), air quality is likely to 
deteriorate further and move into the very poor to severe 
category in the coming days. Weather conditions are 
expected to trap pollutants close to the ground. The 
weather department has forecast a partly cloudy sky, 
with dense to very dense fog at several places during 
morning hours, which may reduce pollutant dispersion.

Wind conditions are also expected to remain 
unfavourable. Surface winds are likely to blow from the 
northwest at speeds of up to 10kmph in the morning, 
increasing to around 15kmph from the west in the 
afternoon. Wind speeds are expected to fall below 
5kmph by evening and night.The maximum mixing 
depth is forecast at around 800 metres, while the 
ventilation index is expected to be about 3,000 m²/s on 
Friday."A ventilation index below 6,000 m²/s, combined 
with average wind speeds of less than 10kmph, is 
unfavourable for the dispersion of air pollutants," Safar 
noted. Experts have advised residents to limit outdoor 
exposure, particularly during early morning and late 
evening hours.On Thursday, fine particulate matter 
levels remained high across all monitoring stations. 
PM2.5 concentrations reached 500 µg/m³ in Sector 51, 
followed by Gwal Pahari at 487 µg/m³ and Vikas Sadan 
at 243 µg/m³. PM10 levels were also elevated, with 
Sector 51 recording 500 µg/m³, Gwal Pahari 468 µg/m³ 
and Vikas Sadan 153 µg/m³.These readings remain well 
above the CPCB's annual safe limits of 60 µg/m³ for 

Gurgaon.(Agency)
MCG commissioner Pradeep Dahiya on 

Thursday directed officials of the civic 
body, city's metropolitan development 
authority (GMDA), urban development 
body (HSVP), police department, the 
state pollution control board (HSPCB), 
PWD and GMCBL to work in  
coordination for better implementation of 
the city's action plan to tackle air 
pollution.

He directed HSPCB officials to increase the 
number of air quality monitoring systems 
in the city. Gurgaon currently has 5 air 
quality monitoring systems, including 
one in Manesar. He also emphasized on 
better cleaning of roads and the lifting of 
C&D waste, horticulture waste, dust, and 
soil in accordance with the city's action 
plan.A discussion was held on the annual 
action plan for 2025-26 regarding air 

pollution control, and necessary 
directions were given to concerned 
departments. Dahiya said that this plan 
covers major areas like transport, 
construction and demolition activities, 
road dust  control ,  so l id  waste  
management, increasing green cover, and 
public awareness."Strict provisions have 
been made for dust control at construction 
sites. Arrangements have been made for 
the disposal and reuse of large quantities 
of debris daily through the C&D waste 
processing plant located at Basai. New 
processing plants are also proposed, 
which will curb illegal dumping," Dahiya 
said.He added that  with bet ter  
coordination and cooperation from the 
citizens, the city would see an 
improvement in the air quality in the 
coming years.Under the action plan, 
special attention will be given to the 

beautification and greening of roadside 
green strips, central verges, and footpaths. 
Awareness campaigns, street plays, social 
media campaigns through schools, 
RWAs, colleges and citizen groups are 
also being planned.TOI reported on 
Thursday that MCG presented an 
extensive annual action plan before union 
environment minister Bhupender Yadav, 
a substantial portion of which focused on 
road redevelopment to control dust 
pollution.

These include over 722 km of road revamp 
by multiple agencies (over 600 km for 
M C G ) ,  E V  c h a r g i n g  p o i n t s ,  
augmentation of city bus services to 
control vehicular pollution, additional 
sprinkling machines, large mechanical 
road sweeping machines, 4 medium 
sweeping machines and planting native 
Indian shrubs on unpaved surfaces. MCG 

Gurgaon.(Agency)
 A lawyer was arrested for allegedly 

masterminding a land scam by assuming 
the identity of a man who died more than 
30 years ago. Navin Rana, a 40-year-old 
practising lawyer, allegedly used forged 
documents to pose as Om Prakash, a 
Bajghera resident who passed away in 
1993, in order to sell his land and siphon 
off nearly Rs 60 lakh.Police said Rana's 
fraud began in Dec 2015, when he walked 
into Axis Bank's Palam Vihar branch and 
opened an account, presenting forged 
documents to establish himself as Om 
Prakash. Just two days later, Rs 46 lakh 
was deposited into the account as 
payment for land sold to Angel Builtech 
Private Limited, a real estate company. 
The unusually large transaction triggered 
the bank's internal checks, and the 
account was promptly frozen on Jan 1, 
2016.But the scam didn't end there. In Oct 
2016, the account was quietly transferred 
to Axis Bank's Sadar Bazar branch. For 

two years, the transaction remained under 
the radar till 2018, when Palam Vihar 
branch officials reached out to Angel 
Builtech to verify the land deal. Sensing 
something amiss, the company traced Om 
Prakash's family, only to discover that he 
had died in 1993 and that his family had 
long since moved from Bajghera to 
sectors 4 and 7. Angel Builtech alerted 
authorities, suspecting they had been 
cheated.A police investigation soon 
confirmed their fears. The bank account 
and sale deed had been created using 
forged documents, all orchestrated by 
Rana. Meanwhile, Om Prakash's family 
filed a cheating and forgery complaint at 
Bajghera police station in 2018, leading 
to an FIR against Rana.A senior police 
officer said, "A compromise was later 
reached between the parties, following 
which the FIR was quashed by the Punjab 
and Haryana high court."However, Angel 
Builtech pursued a civil case to recover its 
money. In 2023, the court ordered Axis 

Bank to return the funds, but it emerged 
that Rana had already withdrawn the 
entire amount. Using more forged 

paperwork, he had managed to get the 
previously frozen account active, then 
transfer the money to IDFC Bank, and 
siphon off Rs 59 lakh — including 
accrued interest — into his own accounts 
via NEFT and IMPS transactions.

The fraud finally came to a head in Sept 
2024, when the manager of Axis Bank's 
Sadar Bazaar branch filed a complaint 

after noticing suspicious activity and 
missing funds. The case was handed to 
the economic offences wing, which 
arrested Rana on Wednesday.During 
questioning, Rana admitted to knowing 
Om Prakash personally and being aware 
of his death in 1993. "He confessed to 
selling Om Prakash's land in Bajghera 
by impersonating him, opening a bank 
account in the deceased's name in 2015 
to receive the sale amount, and later 
using forged documents to get the frozen 
account unfrozen and transfer the money 
in 2023. He is currently practising as a 
lawyer in Gurgaon courts," said Sandeep 
Kumar, a police spokesperson.An FIR 

was registered against Rana under several 
sections of BNS, including criminal 
conspiracy, cheating by personation, 
forgery, and criminal breach of trust. 
Police said the investigation will now 
focus on tracing possible accomplices, 
recovering the siphoned money, and 
seizing any remaining forged documents.

Smuggler who got opium 
from Pakistan via drones & 

couriered it to US held in 
Tarn Taran by Gurgaon police

Pressure cooker, dupatta and a red suitcase: How 
tenants killed their landlady in Ghaziabad flat

/Noida .(Agency)
. A 48-year-old woman was 

allegedly murdered by her 
tenants at a Raj Nagar Extension 
housing society on Wednesday 
night after she confronted them 
over five months of unpaid rent.

Police said the tenants — a couple, 
Aakriti Gupta and her husband 
Jay — strangled Deepshikha 
Sharma with a dupatta and 
struck her on the head with a 
pressure cooker during an 
altercation that broke out.The 
duo stuffed her body inside a 
suitcase and hid it in the bed box 
as they plotted a way to get rid of 
the body.Deepshikha and her 
husband Umesh Sharma, a 
general manager with a private 
firm in Gurgaon, owned two 
flats at Aura Chimera. While the 
Sharmas lived in Tower M, they 
had rented out their fifth-floor 
flat in Tower F to the couple this 
Feb. According to police, the 
couple had repeated altercations 
with Deepshikha over their rent 
as they began defaulting on 
payments soon after moving 
in.On Wednesday evening, 
when Deepshikha visited the 
tenants' flat to demand the 

o v e r d u e  r e n t ,  s h e  w a s  
accompanied by her domestic 
help Minni. "It was around 
5.30pm when madam and I went 
there. Aakriti said her husband 
was not at home and went out to 
arrange for the money. She 
asked us to come back a couple 
of hours later," Minni said.When 
Deepshikha went back later in 
the evening, Mimmi wasn't with 
her. "She called me and told me 
she was going to Jay and 
Aakriti's flat to collect the rent. I 
told her not to go alone and said I 
would finish my work and join 
her. But she was determined to 
collect the rent this time and 

went all by herself," Minni said 
on Thursday.When Minni went 
back to the Shrmas' house in 
Tower M to make dinner and 
found Deepshikha hadn't  
returned, Minni said she went to 
check on her. "Jay told me she 
had just left. So, I checked 
around in the society but 
couldn't find her anywhere. I 
rushed back to Jay's house and 
found that he and his wife were 
in a hurry to leave. But I didn't let 
them. I suspected something 
amiss, so I called Umesh sir," 
Minni said, adding she spotted 
blood stains on the floor and 
called police.It was Minni who 

found the body after she forced 
her way into the flat and 
searched the rooms. "I suffered 
the shock of my life when I 
found madam inside, soaked in 
blood," Minni said.

Police said they received a call 
around 11.15pm.Neighbours 
said they had seen Jay and 
Aakriti trying to leave with the 
suitcase in an autorickshaw. 
They had even taken the 
staircase, but abandoned the 
plan and returned to their flat 
when there was an unrelated 
heated exchange between two 
families on the ground floor.

According to police, scenes in the 
Tower F flat turned ugly when 
Deepshikha pressed the couple 
for immediate payment. "Jay 
confessed there was a massive 
argument before it escalated into 
a physical fight. He told us that 
his wife and the landlady got 
into a scuffle," said a senior 
po l icer.  Jay  to ld  po l ice  
Deepshikha had insul ted 
Aakriti, which enraged the 
couple. "Both were involved in 
killing her. Aakriti strangled 
Deepshikha with a dupatta and 
Jay struck her on the head with a 

cooker that he brought from the 
kitchen," the police officer 

AQI worsens, inches back 
towards ‘severe’ in Noida

Gurgaon.(Agency)
Board of School Education Haryana (BSEH) has ordered a 

high-level vigilance inquiry into alleged financial 
irregularities in the implementation of the on-screen 
marking (OSM) system during the 2024 Class X and XII 
board examinations. This move is estimated to have 
caused a loss of around Rs 70 lakh to the state exchequer.

According to the official documents, around 1 lakh answer 
sheets were evaluated digitally at a rate of Rs 70 per copy 
by a private firm, whereas the traditional manual 
marking system followed by the board costs 
approximately Rs 15 per answer sheet, leading to a sharp 
and unjustified escalation in expenditure.

The probe was initiated after current board chairperson 
Pawan Sharma reviewed past decisions and flagged the 
outsourcing of answer sheet evaluation to the firm — 
MS Learning Private Limited — at "significantly higher 
rates" compared to the board's existing manual system.

The BSEH chairperson has described the episode as "open 
loot" and confirmed that the matter has been handed over 
to a state govt vigilance officer. The chairman has 
asserted that "responsibility will be fixed" and strict 
action will follow against those found guilty.

In April 2024, the board said digital evaluation was being 
started from the next academic session to "improve 
transparency and efficiency in assessment". On-screen 
marking involves the evaluation of answer scripts 
through digitising the answer scripts first and then 
enabling the same through software applications.

Sharma pointed out that the board currently lacks adequate 
infrastructure such as computer labs and trained 
manpower for large-scale digital evaluation, noting that 
many teachers have already objected to the on-screen 
marking mode. 

Vigilance to probe Rs 70 lakh 
‘scam’ in on-screen marking 
in Haryana

Noida .(Agency)
 The air quality deteriorated further in the ‘very poor' 

range on Thursday. A thick layer of fog greeted residents 
in the morning.Noida's AQI rose considerably to 397, 
only a couple points for reaching ‘severe', from 331 the 
day before, while Greater Noida's AQI rose to 344 from 
310. In Ghaziabad, the AQI was recorded at 339, up 
from 308 on Wednesday. In Delhi, the AQI was 373 on 
Thursday, up from 334 the previous dayAccording to 
CPCB data, the Sector 1 air monitoring station recorded 
the worst AQI in the city at 422 (severe), while Sector 
125 logged an AQI of 400 – only one point from the 
‘severe' range. Sector 116 (AQI 390), and Sector 62 
(AQI 355) also recorded air quality in the mid to high 
range of the ‘very poor' category.

In Greater Noida, Knowledge Park V (AQI 360) and 
Knowledge Park III (AQI 327) both recorded ‘poor' air.

In Ghaziabad, Vasundhara recorded the highest AQI at 
414, in the ‘severe' category, while Indirapuram (AQI 
325), and Sanjay Nagar (AQI 317) were both in the 
‘very poor' range. Loni recorded the lowest AQI in the 
city at 299 (poor).Maximum temperature on Thursday 
was 20.1 degrees Celsius, two degrees below normal. It 
was 4.6 degrees lower than Wednesday's maximum due 
to the overcast skies. The minimum stood at 9 degrees 
Celsius, one degree above normal.The Met department 
said moderate fog is likely at most places. There are 
chances of dense fog at isolated places in the early 
morning hours of Friday, Sunday, and Monday.

IMD said that due to a western disturbance that is 
expected to impact Delhi till Dec 23, clouds were seen in 
the region on Thursday. "Under its influence, heavy rain 
is likely in Jammu and Kashmir on Dec 21 and moderate 
fog in Himachal Pradesh. Delhi is likely to record 
cloudiness," Kumar said.According to the Indian 
Institute of Tropical Meteorology, the predominant 
surface wind on Thursday came from the northwest 
direction with a wind speed of up to 10 kmph during the 
afternoon hours. The wind speed decreased to less than 
8 kmph during the evening and night.

Cracker sparks burn down 3 shops, 6 bikes

Missing grass, piling debris: Greater Noida 
parks in urgent need for makeover
Noida.(Agency)

 Residents have urged Greater Noida 
Industrial Development Authority 
(GNIDA) to address the poor condition 
of parks and green belts, particularly in 
Beta 1, Gamma 1, and the area from Pari 
Chowk to Surajpur. They complained 
about missing grass and piles of 
construction debris and waste, calling 
for immediate action."The current 
condition of the green belt from Pari 
Chowk to Surajpur is pathetic. Instead 
of a green landscape, we are met with 
bricks, stones, and debris. The grass has 
vanished, leaving large patches of dry 
soil," said Harinder Bhati, RWA general 
secretary of Beta 1, adding that the 

condition of the parks is alarming, with 
large potholes now posing safety risks 
f o r  r e s i d e n t s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
children.Nidhi Sharma, a resident of 
Sector Gamma 1, echoed Bhati's 
concerns, noting that the situation is 
consistent across various parks and 
green spaces in the area. "These parks 
used to be vibrant and full of life, but 
now they are unkempt and filled with 
f i l th ,"  she  sa id .Despi te  many 
complaints having been raised over a 
significant period, residents said that the 
GNIDA's horticulture department has 
been negligent in maintaining these 
areas. "It appears that there is a lack of 
accountability among officials.
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New Delhi: The study conducted by

Centre for Chronic Disease Control in
Delhi and Haryana is one of the first in
India to simultaneously measure daily
salt and iodine intake using 24-hour urine
samples. iStock Reducing daily salt intake
to the World Health Organisation’s rec-
ommended level of 5 grams per day does
not lower iodine levels among adults in
India, a new study by the Centre for
Chronic Disease Control has found. The
findings address a long-standing concern
that lowering salt consumption, which is
crucial for preventing hypertension,
might affect iodine intake in a country
that relies on mandatory iodised salt for
deficiency control. The study conducted
in Delhi and Haryana is one of the first in
India to simultaneously measure daily
salt and iodine intake using 24-hour urine
samples, which is considered the global
gold standard. The Centre for Chronic
Disease Control (CCDC) researchers
said the results provide strong support
for the recommendations made by the
World Health Organisation (WHO) and
Government of India to reduce popula-
tion salt intake as part of efforts to curb
rising incidence of hypertension and car-

diovascular diseases. According to the
study, the average salt intake among par-

ticipants aged 20 years and above was
8.07 grams per day, which is significantly
above the recommended limit. The
research showed that iodine levels

remained adequate even when salt intake
was at or below 5 grams a day. “One

major concern around reducing salt
intake has iodine levels among adults in
India, a new study by the Centre for
Chronic Disease Control has found. The

findings address a long-standing concern
that lowering salt consumption, which is
crucial for preventing hypertension,
might affect iodine intake in a country
that relies on mandatory iodised salt for
deficiency control. The study conducted
in Delhi and  been the fear that iodine lev-
els will fall,” said Dr Dorairaj
Prabhakaran, Executive Director at
CCDC and senior author of the study.
“But the study clearly shows that even
with reduced sodium intake, iodine con-
sumption remains sufficient. The belief
that lowering sodium quantity will com-
promise iodine intake is misplaced,” he
added. India has more than 300 million
people living with hypertension, making
dietary salt reduction one of the most crit-
ical public health goals. The WHO has set
a target of reducing global salt intake by
30% by 2025, but recent reports show
most countries, including India, are far
from achieving it. The CCDC analysis
also highlights that iodine levels in salt
samples collected from 205 households
were within expected range. CCDC
Deputy Director and co-author of the
study Prof Sailesh Mohan said the find-
ings should reassure policymakers that
salt reduction and iodine supplementa-
tion can continue simultaneously.

Lowering salt intake to 5 gm
a day won’t affect iodine levels: Study

New Delhi: The
University of Delhi’s
Executive Council (EC),
in a meeting on Friday,
approved several key aca-
demic, administrative and
infrastructural proposals,
including the establish-
ment of a Centre for Odia
Studies and the renaming
of the renovated arts facul-
ty convention hall as
Vande Mataram Hall. Vice-
Chancellor Prof Yogesh
Singh announced Vice
President CP
Radhakrishnan would be
the chief guest at DU’s
102nd Convocation sched-
uled for February 28. The
VP will also attend the uni-
versity’s Nasha Mukti
Abhiyan event on January
30, he said. During the
meeting, chief engineer
Ashok Saini presented
updates on the ongoing
construction and renova-
tion works, valued at

around Rs 2,000 crore.
Most of these projects are
nearing completion, he
said. The EC unanimously
supported the proposal to

name the arts faculty’s
renovated convention hall
Vande Mataram Hall. The
council also approved rec-
ommendations for estab-
lishing the Centre for Odia
Studies within the Faculty
of Arts. Highlighting its
significance, the VC said,
“The centre will expand

the scope of discussion on
Odia language, literature,
culture, civilization and
customs from the perspec-
tives of future generations,

thereby enhancing the
understanding of this field
of knowledge.” He added
that the centre would offer
a two-year MA in Odia,
and future modalities for a
one year postgraduate pro-
gramme under the NEP
framework would be
finalised later. The centre

would also support doctor-
al level research, certifi-
cate and diploma courses
and a generic elective in
Odia Studies under the
UG Curriculum
Framework, 2022, he said.
The EC further approved
the establishment of a
broadcasting studio near
the Vice Regal Lodge
Building at a cost of Rs
23,208,537. The council
cleared the revised budget
estimate for 2025–26,
bringing it down from Rs
1,664.74 crore to Rs
1,312.33 crore. A budget
estimate of Rs 1,651.42
crore was approved for the
2026–27 financial year.
The university proposed
using 3.7 acres of vacant
land in the Dhaka
Complex for constructing
a girls’ hostel. The land
includes two unused
acres, originally allotted to
VPCI and 1.7 acres given

to the Delhi School of
Social Work. The proposal
aims to enhance safety
and accommodation facili-
ties for female students.
Prof Yogesh informed the
council that the Delhi
University Literature
Festival would be held
from February 12 to 14,
adding that the university
aimed to make it “the best
festival in the country.”
Minutes of the previous
EC meeting and recom-
mendations of the
Academic Council’s
December 5 meeting were
also presented and
approved.

Delhi varsity to establish Centre for Odia Studies

Caretaker exploits phone
access to dupe elderly woman

of Rs 14 lakh, arrested
New Delhi: The Delhi Police have arrested a man

from Rajasthan for allegedly defrauding an elderly
woman of over Rs 14 lakh while working as her caretaker
in southwest Delhi's Dwarka, an official said on
Sunday.The accused, identified as Deepak Kumar Saini
(31), hails from Chokdi village in Rajasthan, he said.
According to the police, Manjusha Rani Gupta, a resident

of Royal Residency in Dwarka, filed a complaint that her
former caretaker had accessed her mobile phone without
permission and transferred money from her bank
account to his account using Paytm between January 30
and June 6. Saini, who had been working in Gupta's
house since March 2020, exploited his occasional access
to her phone to install financial applications, retrieve
OTPs, and carry out all unauthorised transactions with-
out her knowledge, police said. He stole a total of Rs 14.35
lakh from Gupta's mobile phone. During the investiga-
tion, the police identified the accused by analysing call
records, customer application forms, bank transactions,
and IP logs. "It was also discovered that he was involved
in online gambling," Saini was arrested from Sikar,
Rajasthan, and his mobile phone, containing evidence of
the fraudulent transactions and gambling activity, was
seized.  During interrogation, he told the police that he
had lost most of the stolen money in gambling, while the
remaining amount was spent in clubs and hotels.

Woman, two sons found dead at house
New Delhi:  A woman and her two sons were found

dead at their home in southeast Delhi on Friday, with
the police suspecting it to be a case of suicide, an offi-
cial said. The incident came to light at 2.47 pm when the
police reached the house to execute a court order relat-
ed to possession of the property, DCP (Southeast)
Hemant Tiwari said. “When repeated knocks at the
door evoked no response, the police used a duplicate
key to enter the house. Inside, they found Anuradha
Kapoor (52) and her sons Ashish Kapoor (32) and
Chaitanya Kapoor (27) hanging from a ceiling,” the offi-
cer said. A note was recovered from the room, which
suggested that the family had been suffering from
depression. “The handwritten note indicates emotional
distress faced by the family due to which they might
have taken the extreme step,” the DCP said. The bod-
ies were shifted to the AIIMS mortuary for post-
mortem and other legal formalities, the police said. The
police are probing the circumstances leading to the
incident, including the family’s financial and social
background, the officer said.

New Delhi: A Christmas
carnival, at a Janak Puri spe-
cial education centre,
brought together students,
families and visitors for a
day of inclusive celebrations

on Thursday. The event,
hosted in the spirit of World
Disability Day observed
globally on December 3, fea-
tured winter themed activi-
ties and interactive sessions
aimed at encouraging par-

ticipation and showcasing
the abilities of children.
Students also set up stalls,
displaying handmade
Christmas goodies created
by them. Tanu Rajput,

Founder, UDAI Working
Together Works, said,
“Celebrating this day with
our children was truly heart-
warming. Their enthusiasm
and energy filled the entire
space with happiness. I feel

grateful to be sharing such a
meaningful and festive
moment with them. It
makes me so proud of my
kids, who are special but no
less than anyone, they are
talented, smart and
extremely kind and loving.”
According to the organisers,
around 125 children on the
autism spectrum and over
90 students from lower
income groups are support-
ed at the centre on a daily
basis. They added that more
than 5,000 families have
received assistance through
the organisation since 2009,
and efforts are underway to
develop income generation
avenues for students trained
in various skills. The gather-
ing brought together par-
ents, caregivers and com-
munity members, marking a
day of shared celebration
and awareness around inclu-
sion.

Christmas carnival puts spotlight on
inclusion, community participation

Man shot at over old enmity in Delhi
New Delhi: A 50-year-old man was shot at by two

motorcycle-borne assailants in East Delhi’s Shahdara
over an old enmity, the police said on Friday. The victim,
identified as Jogendar Rathore, alias Billa of Balbir
Nagar, works as a property dealer. He was returning
home when the incident took place. The police said they
received a PCR call around 10.31 pm from a woman
reporting that her husband had been shot at and was
being rushed to the hospital. “He was taken to the hos-
pital by his family members where his condition is cur-

rently stable,” a senior police officer said. Preliminary
investigation suggests that two unidentified men
approached on a motorcycle, fired at Rathore from close
range, before fleeing the spot. He sustained three bullet
injuries to his back. According to police, an old rivalry
seems to be the motive behind the attack. A case of
attempted murder and use of a firearm has been regis-
tered, and multiple teams have been formed to identify
and track down the assailants. The police also said
efforts were underway to trace the accused through
technical and local intelligence. “CCTV footage also
shows another man on a separate motorcycle who wit-
nessed the incident, stopped briefly at the spot, and then
left,” a cop said. Officials said they were working to iden-
tify the suspects’ entry and exit routes and are confident
the attackers will be arrested soon.

PUBLIC NOTICE
PUBLIC NOTICE Notice is hereby
given to the General Public that Mr.
Kapil Verma S/o Mr. Tikam Singh in
respect of Plot No. B-4, New Plot No.
A-6, area measuring 125 Sq.Yds.,
i.e. 104.51 Sq. Mtrs., out of Khasra
No. 174, situated at Block-B, Rahul
Vihar, in the Village Akbarpur
Behrampur, Pargana Loni, Tehsil
and District Ghaziabad, U.P by virtue
of regd. Will dated 24.10.2016, exe-
cuted by Mrs. Chaman Kali W/o Late
Mr. Mool Chand Verma and said
property to be sold to Anand Kumar
Yadav and same to be finance by
SMFG India Home Finance Co. Ltd.,
General public hereby informed that
if anybody has any
charge/interest/title in the said prop-
erty or any kind of dispute kindly
inform the undersigned in writing on
the below mentioned address within
07 days of the present.

Rahul Raj, Advocate, 
SG Associates (Law Firm) 

B-01, Plot no. 20, Koushambhi, 
Near HDFCBank,U.P..

E-MAIL: 
sgassociatespl@gmail.com

Ph: 8130309204, 01204968888.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I,
AHMED MAUJI KHAN S/o MAUJI
KHAN, R/o. B-1/101, TAJ
ENCLAVE, GEETA COLONY, S.O,
GANDHI NAGAR, East Delhi, Delhi-
110031, declare that name of mine
has been wrongly written as
AHMED ALI KHAN in my Driving
Licence DL-1320030147794. The
actual name of mine is AHMED
MAUJI KHAN, which may be
amended accordingly. It is certified
that I have complied with other legal
requirements in this connection.

NAME CHANGE
I, MALLAPPA RADDERATTI Father of
No. 15680257ARank-HAV Name-ISH-
WAR RADDERATTI residing at VPO-
KHANATTI, TEHSIL-MUDALAGI,
DIST-BELAGAVI, KARNATAKA-
591312, have changed my name from
MALLAPPA RADDERATTI to
MALLIKARJUN RADDERATTI for all
future purposes vide affidavit dated
19/12/2025 before Notary Public Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, MEENA DEVI W/O VINOD GAND-
HARV R/O 6/135 NIRANKARI COLONY,
NORTH WEST DELHI-110009. have
changed my name to MEENA GAND-
HARV for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, ANURADHA SHARMA wife of No.
9111253X, Rank-HAV, Name-SOHAN
LAL residing at VPO-GHARATTAL, P.S-
AKHNOOR, TEHSIL-MAIRA MANDRI-
AN, DISTT-JAMMU, JAMMU & KASH-
MIR-181201, have changed my name
from ANURADHA SHARMA to ANU
RADHAfor all future purposes, in my hus-
band’s service record my date of birth
wrongly mentioned as 27/04/1990 instead
of my correct date of birth as 27/02/1991
Vide Affidavit dated 19/12/2025 before
Notary Public Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, MADHUMITA KUMARI PANDEY D/O
SACHIDANAND PANDEYR/O HOUSE
NO-W-5/8, 2ND FLOOR, DLF PHASE-3,
NATHUPUR (67), GURGAON,
HARYANA-122002, HAVE CHANGED
MY NAME TO MADHUMITA PANDEY
FOR ALLFUTURE PURPOSES

NAME CHANGE
I, MONTU S/O PHOOLSINGH R/O 103,
BLOCK-14, DR AMBEDKAR NAGAR,
DAKSHIN PURI, PUSHPA BHAWAN,
SOUTH DELHI, DELHI-110062 have
changed the name of my minor son PAR-
NAV SINGH aged 14 years and he shall
hereafter be known as PARNAV.  It is cer-
tified that I have complied with other legal
requirements in this connection.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as SAVITRI VERMAalias
SAVITRI DEVI W/o ISHWAR SONI,
residing at 375, Haveli Haider Kuli,
Chandni Chowk, North Delhi-110006,
have changed my name and shall here-
after be known as SAVITRI DEVI.

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that I,
AJEET KUMAR S/O HAJARI LAL
MAURYAR/O H-247, TYPE-II OUAR-
TER.KALIBARI MARG, GOLE MAR-
KET, NEW DELHI, G.P.O NEW
DELHI, DELHI-110001 declare that
name of My wife and my minor has
been wrongly written as MANJU DEVI
and AMAN MAURYA in my minor son
namely AMAN KUMAR aged 16
years in his birth certificate no-
MINPB-2012-00491.The actual name
of my wife and my minor son are
MANJU and AMAN KUMAR which
may be amended accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
I, hitherto known as ASIF HUSSAIN
alias MOHD ASIF S/O ASHRAF R/O
L-1629/9-d, Kh No-44/17, Sangam
Vihar, Deoli, Po: Deoli, Dist: South
Delhi, Delhi-110062 have changed my
name and shall hereafter be known as
MOHD ASIF.

NAME CHANGE
I, KUMAR ARUN S/O NARESH
PRASAD R/O JHUGGI NO-4/46 B-
51, Balmiki Camp, Lawrence Road,
Keshav Puram, PO-Onkar Nagar,
Dist: North West Delhi, Delhi-110035
have changed the name of my minor
son SONU KUMAR aged 17 years
and he shall hereafter be known as
SHANU KUMAR.

NAME CHANGE
I, Rajkumar S/o, Chander Pal R/o, B-
4/391, B4- Block, Nand Nagri, Delhi-
110093 have changed my name and
shall hereafter be known as Raju.

NAME CHANGE
I, Bharat Kumar Yadav S/o Raghunath
Prasad Yadav R/o 3-4, Khadan Ke
Samne, Ghudadeva, Dafai, PO Banki
Mogra, Ward-17, Korba M. Corp.,
Korba, Chhattisgarh-495447, have
changed my minor daughter’s name
from Shifa Yadav aged 8 years to
Elisha Yadav forever.

NAME CHANGE
I, Mohammad Shamsher Alam S/O
Mohammad Salman Siddique R/O  C-
60 M G/F KH NO-16/18,Rect NO-18,
Sainik Nagar Uttam Nagar West Delhi
110059.That I Hereby Declare My
Original Name is Mohammad
Shamsher Alam S/O Mohammad
Salman Siddique But My Name
Mentioned in My School Certificate
Shamsher Alam S/O Salman
Siddique By Mistake PLZ. Change My
Name to Mohammad Shamsher Alam
S/O Mohammad Salman Siddique
For All Future Purposes

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as KHUSHNUMA
BANO SAEED KHAN W/O SAEED
KHAN R/O G-9/120-A, Sangam Vihar,
Hamdard nagar, South Delhi, Delhi-
110062 have changed my name and
shall hereafter be known as KHUSH-
NUMA BANO.

NAME CHANGE
I, MD SALIM S/o MD Shafiq R/o Near
Shiv Mandir 344, Bal mukund Khand,
Giri Nagar,Kalka ji, Delhi-110019, have
changed my name to MD SALIM
ANSARI permanently.

NAME CHANGE
I, RAKESH KUMAR S/o Ram Narayan
Narula R/o 5E-68, NH-5, NiT
Faridabad, Faridabad, Haryana -
121001,have changed my name to
RAKESH NARULA permanently

NAME CHANGE
I, MAMTA DEVI W/o Manish Kumar
Shah R/o H.No.223A, Gali No.1, F-2
Block, nr.Fouzi Farm House, Jai Vihar,
Phase-1, Baproula,Delhi-110043, have
changed my name to MAMATA
KUMARI permanently

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that
HUKAM CHAND S/O MADAN LAL
residing at 1335, Bagichi Tan Sukh Rai,
Chowk Shah Mubarak, Ajmeri Gate,
Delhi 6, North Delhi, Delhi-110006
declare that name of my wife has been
wrongly written as GEETA DEVI in my
minor son namely MAYANK SINGH
aged 17 years in his 10th Class
Educational Documents. The actual
name of my wife is GEETA, which may
be amended accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
I Sapana Barwar W/O Nand Kishor
R/O H2/111, 2nd floor sector -16,
Rohini delhi 110085 changed my name
to SAPANA VERMA

NAME CHANGE
I, hitherto known as RAGHUVEER
alias RAJENDER PRASAD S/o
BARELAL R/o B-33, D-Block, Ishwar
Colony, Arjun Park, Najafgarh, South
West Delhi, Delhi-110043, have
changed my name and shall hereafter
be known as RAJENDER PRASAD.

NAME CHANGE
I MOHAMMAD AMJAD S/O MOHAM-
MAD GAFFAR R/O H.NO- 153
VIGYANA MUZAFFARNAGAR
UTTAR PRADESH - 251309, I have
changed my name to MD AMJAD
Permanently for all Future purpose

NAME CHANGE
I ABHISHEK KUMAR KASHYAP S/O
BHARAT KISHOR R/O E2/64 , E2-
BLOCK 5th PUSTA, SONIA VIHAR,
DELHI-110094 HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO ABHISHEK KASHYAP

NAME CHANGE
I BHARAT KUMAR KASHYAP S/O
JAGDISH PRASAD R/O E2/64 , GALI
NO-5, 5th PUSTA, SONIA VIHAR,
DELHI-110094 HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO BHARAT KISHOR

NAME CHANGE
I, hitherto known as PIYUSH alias
SUNNY S/o KISHAN R/o C-7/285,
Sultanpuri, C Block, North West
Delhi, Delhi-110086, have changed
my name and shall hereafter be
known as SUNNY.

NAME CHANGE
I, Brijesh Gupta s/o Ram Das Gupta
R/o F-39/6, Street No-2, F-Block,
Vinod Nagar, Delhi-110092 have
changed my name to Brijesh Kumar
Gupta for all future purposes

NAME CHANGE
I, Praveen Paul S/o Roshan Lal R/o
G-10/3, Lower Ground Floor,
Malviya Nagar, South Delhi-110017
have changed my name to Praveen
kumar for all future purposes.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Information is given to general public
at large that our client Mrs. Rihana
Praveen is the absolute owner of
Freehold Residential House area
measuring 100 Sq. yards i.e, 83.61
Sq. meter, out of Kharsa no. 315,
Situated in Budh Vihar Village Loni
Chakbandi Shetra, Ghaziabad, U.P.,
by virtue of Gift Deed dated
30.10.2025 vide reg. in Doc. No.
21693, Book No.1, Vol No. 7744, Pg.
No. 239-258, dated 01.12.2025,
SRO-Loni Ghaziabad.,  in the chain
document below mentioned docu-
ment not available i.e. Original GPA,
ATS & Will dated 15.10.2019 execut-
ed by Mrs. Rihana Parveen in favour
of Mr. Noor Mohhamad as doc.
no.9281, book no.4, vol. no. 348,
Page no. 333 to 346, on 15.10.2019,
SRO- Loni Ghaziabad., now our
client is declaring that that any other
Person does not have any right over
the said property, and same has
been finance by Piramal Finance Ltd.
Branch: Jhandewalan New Delhi.  If
any person(s) have any objection(s)
or claim(s) with respect to the` right,
title or interest in the Said Property
then contact us within 07 days from
the date of Publication of this notice
and or the same to the undersigned if
found by anyone. Thereafter no claim
shall be entertained

[NAVEEN KUMAR VERMA] 
Advocate

F-211,sector-3 Vaishali Ghaziabad 
Uttar Pradesh-201010, Contact at 09958871432 

877 held, 360 FIRs filed during crackdown on cybercriminals
New Delhi: The Delhi Police arrested 877 people during its 48-hour “CyHawk” operation conducted across the

national capital, registering 360 new FIRs against identified cyber fraudsters, officials said on Friday. Officials said more
than Rs 1,000 crore, reported as defrauded through cyber complaints on the NCRP portal, was traced to multiple mule
accounts and scam networks. Raids were carried out across the city as part of a major crackdown on online fraud syn-
dicates, which have been rising sharply across the country. The operation began on
Wednesday and concluded on Friday morning, marking one of the largest coordinated
actions against cybercrime networks across multiple districts in Delhi. Joint
Commissioner of Police (IFSO) Rajneesh Gupta stated that 877 accused were arrested or
bound down based on technical and financial evidence, 509 notices were issued under
Section 35 of the Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita to those linked to backward finan-
cial chains, and 360 new FIRs were registered against iden-
tified cyber fraudsters. A total of 3,777 NCRP complaints
were successfully linked to identified mule accounts and
mobile networks, significantly strengthening investigative
leads. Several illegal call centres were also neutralised, pre-
venting ongoing and potential frauds, Gupta added.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I,
JITENDRA S/O BALBIR SINGH
R/O H. No- 350, Pocket-Q,
Dilshad Garden, East Delhi, Delhi-
110095 declare that name of my
mother has been wrongly written
as SUNITA DEVI in my All
Educational Documents. The actu-
al name of my mother is BHAG-
WANI DEVI. which may be
amended accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
I, NEERAJ PANDEY S/O SHIV DUTT
PANDEY R/O FLAT NO-405,TOWER-1,
BESTECH PARK VIEW RESIDENCY,
PALAM VIHAR, GURGAON,
HARYANA-122017, HAVE CHANGED
MYNAME TO NEERAJ DUTTPANDEY
FOR ALLFUTURE PURPOSES

NAME CHANGE
I, SURENDER / SUNDER DAGAR
S/O TEJ RAM R/O VILLAGE ALIPUR,
POST GHAMROJ, TEHSIL SOHNA,
ALIPUR, GURGAON,HARYANA-
122102,HAVE CHANGED MY NAME
TO SURENDER DAGAR FOR ALL
FUTURE PURPOSES

NAME CHANGE
I, PEDDA MALLAIAH Father of No-
16117508X Rank-HAV Name-
NAVEEN PUJARI Presently residing at
2-38, VILL-KATAPURAM, PO-KATA-
PURAM, TALUK-SAMMAKKA
SARAKKA TADVAI, DIST-MULUGU,
TELANGANA-506344, have changed
my name from PEDDA MALLAIAH to
PUJARI PEDDA MALLAIAH for all
future purposes and in my son’s service
records my date of birth wrongly men-
tioned as 01/07/1951 instead of my cor-
rect date of birth as 01/01/1962 vide
Affidavit dated 19/12/2025 before
Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, PULLAMMAMother of No-16117508X
Rank-HAV Name-NAVEEN PUJARI
Presently residing at 2-38, VILL-KATA-
PURAM, PO-KATAPURAM, TALUK-
SAMMAKKASARAKKATADVAI, DIST-
MULUGU, TELANGANA-506344, have
changed my name from PULLAMMAto
PUJARI PULLAMMA for all future pur-
poses vide Affidavit dated 19/12/2025
before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, SHAFIQ AHMED S/O SHABBAN
KHAN R/O H NO-J-3/147, KRISHAN
KUNJ EXTENSION, LAXMI NAGAR,
EAST DELHI, DELHI-110092.have
changed my name to SHAFIQ
AHMAD for all future purposes.
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PROVIDENCE the mass shooting Saturday at Brown Frustration mounted in Providence  .(Agency)
University. The investigation had that the person behind the attack  A man who is suspected of killing two 
shifted Thursday when authorities said managed to get away and that a clear and wounding several others at Brown 
they were looking into a connection image of their face hadn't emerged.University has been found dead in a 
between the Brown mass shooting and A second individual who was identified New Hampshire storage facility, 
an attack two days later near Boston in proximity to the suspect came officials said.Claudio Neves Valente, 

forward after Wednesday’s 48, a Brown student and 
press conference and Portuguese national, was found 
helped “blow the lid” off the dead Thursday evening from a 
case, Rhode Island Attorney self-inflicted gunshot wound, 
General Peter Neronha said.Col. Oscar Perez, the Providence 

police chief, said at a news “When you crack it, you crack 
conference.Investigators believe it. That person led us to the 
Valente is responsible for both car, led us to the name," 
the shooting at Brown and the Neronha said.Although 
killing of a Massachusetts Brown officials say there 
Institute of Technology professor are 1,200 cameras on 
who was fatally shot in his c a m p u s ,  t h e  a t t a c k  
Brookline home Monday, a law happened in an older part of 
enforcement official told The the engineering building 
Associated Press. Authorities that has few, if any, cameras. 
have not formally confirmed a And investigators believe 
connection between the two the shooter entered and left that killed MIT professor Nuno F.G. 
shootings.The official could not through a door that faces a residential Loureiro.The FBI previously said it 
publicly discuss details of the ongoing street bordering campus, which might knew of no links between the cases.
investigation and spoke to AP on explain why the cameras Brown does How the Brown investigation has 
condition of anonymity.Two people have didn’t capture footage of the unfoldedIt has been nearly a week 
were killed and nine were wounded in person.since the shooting at Brown. 

NEWS BOX

Trump suspends green card lottery program that let 
Brown University, MIT shootings suspect into US

Brown University shooting suspect found 
dead in New Hampshire, officials say

Trump signs into law 
defence policy bill backing 
'deeper engagement' with 
India including via Quad

UN elects former Iraqi 
President Barham Salih as head 

of refugee agency
 UNITED NATIONS .   (Agency

 The United Nations General Assembly on Thursday 
approved former Iraqi President Barham Salih as the 
next head of the U.N. refugee agency, its first from the 
Middle East since the late 1970s.

The 193-member world body elected the 65-year-old 
Kurdish politician as the U.N. high commissioner for 
refugees by consensus and a bang of the gavel by 
Assembly President Annalena Baerbock. Diplomats in 
the assembly chamber burst into applause as Salih’s 
election became official.U.N. Secretary-General 
Antonio Guterres, a former refugee chief who 
recommended Salih for the post, said he brings “senior 
diplomatic, political and administrative leadership 
experience” to the job, including as “a refugee, crisis 
negotiator and architect of national reforms.”

At the age of 19 in 1979, Salih was reportedly arrested 
twice by Saddam Hussein’s Baath Party on charges of 
involvement in the Kurdish national movement and 
spent 43 days in detention. When he was released, he 
finished high school and fled to the United Kingdom to 
avoid further persecution.After Saddam was ousted by 
a U.S.-led coalition in 2003, Salih returned to Iraq and 
held various posts in the government. He became 
Iraq’s president in 2018, in the immediate aftermath of 
the Islamic State group’s rampage across Iraq and the 
battle to take back the territory seized by the extremist 
group. He served until 2022.Salih succeeds longtime 
agency veteran Filippo Grandi, whose second five-
year term expires Dec. 31. Salih's five-year term starts 
Jan. 1.Salih will take the reins of the Geneva-based 
UNHCR at the end of a devastating year for many U.N. 
organizations, including the refugee agency. The U.N. 
has cut spending and thousands of jobs in the wake of 
sharply reduced foreign aid contributions by the 
United States — traditionally its top donor — and 
other Western countries.In a statement after his 
election, Salih said his experience as a refugee “will 
inform a leadership approach grounded in empathy, 
pragmatism, and a principled commitment to 
international law.”With record displacement and 
severe funding shortages for humanitarian operations, 
he said, helping the world’s refugees requires “a 
renewed focus on impact, accountability and 
efficiency.” The United Nations General Assembly on 
Thursday approved former Iraqi President Barham 
Salih as the next head of the U.N. refugee agency, its 
first from the Middle East since the late 1970s.The 
193-member world body elected the 65-year-old 
Kurdish politician as the U.N. high commissioner for 
refugees by consensus and a bang of the gavel by 
Assembly President Annalena Baerbock. Diplomats in 
the assembly chamber burst into applause as Salih’s 
election became official.U.N. Secretary-General 
Antonio Guterres, a former refugee chief who 
recommended Salih for the post, said he brings “senior 
diplomatic, political and administrative leadership 
experience” to the job, including as “a refugee, crisis 
negotiator and architect of national reforms.

WORLD

Hong Kong mourns 
firefighter Wai-ho killed in 
city's deadliest fire in 
decades

 WASHINGTON 
At a time when Americans are frustrated and angry 

over the high cost of living, the government released 
a report Thursday showing that inflation had cooled 
unexpectedly in November.But economists quickly 
warned that that last month's numbers were suspect 
because they'd been delayed and likely distorted by 
the 43-day federal shutdown. And most Americans 
have not felt any let up in the high prices they are 
paying for food, insurance, utilities and other basic 
necessities.The Labor Department reported 
Thursday that its consumer price index rose 2.7% in 
November from a year earlier. Yet, year-over-year 
inflation remains well above the Federal Reserve's 
2% target. Americans, dismayed by high prices, 
handed big victories to Democrats in local and state 
elections last month.The inflation report was 
delayed eight days by the shutdown, which also 
prevented the Labor Department from compiling 
overall numbers for consumer prices and core 
inflation in October and disrupted the usual data-
collecting process. Thursday's report gave investors, 
businesses and policymakers their first look at CPI 
since the September numbers were released on Oct. 
24.Consumer prices had risen 3% in September from 
a year earlier, and forecasters had expected the 
November CPI to match that year-over-year increase. 
"It's likely a bit distorted,'' said Diane Swonk, chief 
economist at the tax and consulting firm 
KPMG."The good news is that it's cooling. We'll take 
a win when we can get it.''

Still, Swonk added: "The data is truncated, and we just 
don't know how much of it to trust.'' By disrupting 
the economy – especially government contracting – 
the shutdown may have contributed to a cooling in 
prices, she said.

.(Agency)

HONG KONG .  (Agency) 
Hong Kongers offered flowers and bowed outside a 

funeral parlor on Friday to pay tribute to a firefighter 
who was among the 160 people killed by the city's 
deadliest fire in decades.Ho Wai-ho lost his life 
battling the massive blaze that engulfed seven 
buildings of a housing complex on Nov. 26. He was 
37. The fire services department has posthumously 
awarded him the title of senior fireman.

An array of wreaths lay outside the Universal Funeral 
Parlour, with thank-you cards from residents put up 
on its wall. Top officials, including Hong Kong leader 
John Lee, were among the funeral attendees.After the 
ceremony, they stood outside the parlor to send off the 
hearse, which carried Ho's portrait at the front. 
Dozens of firefighters raised a salute as Ho's coffin, 
draped with a Hong Kong regional flag, departed.

Before the funeral, some black-clad residents laid 
flowers at a mourning area outside the venue. One 
woman cried when she paid respect, and a man made 
a salute gesture.Resident Andy Fong, who brought 
yellow flowers with him, said he hoped Ho could rest 
in peace. "It's heartbreaking. Although we have never 
met, it has saddened every Hong Konger," he said.

Retiree Tse Pak-yin praised Ho for his bravery. "I hope 
he will be happy. He still hasn't got married and it's 
such as pity," he said.Ho is survived by his parents, 
his two brothers and his fiancée.

The hearse headed to Wang Fuk Court, the site of the 
fire, for another ceremony before proceeding to Ho's 
fire station. At the station, colleagues paid their last 
tributes, with some officers marching on both sides of 
the hearse as it moved. He was laid to rest at Gallant 
Garden, a burial ground for civil servants who die in 
the line of duty.

WASHINGTON . (Agency) 
 US President Donald Trump has signed into law an 

annual defence policy bill that highlights broadening 
America's engagement with India, including through 
the Quad to advance the shared objective of a free and 
open Indo-Pacific region and address the challenge 
posed by China.The National Defence Authorisation 
Act for Fiscal Year 2026, signed into law Thursday, 
also states that the Secretary of State shall establish 
and maintain within the US-India Strategic Security 
Dialogue a joint consultative mechanism with the 
Indian government in connection with the Nuclear 
Liabil i ty Rules.I t  authorises f iscal  year 
appropriations for the Department of War (DoW), the 
Department of Energy national security programmes, 
the Department of State, the Department of 
Homeland Security, the Intelligence Community, and 
other executive departments and agencies.

"The Act will enable the DoW to carry out my Peace 
Through Strength agenda, protect the homeland from 
domestic and foreign threats, and strengthen the 
defence industrial base, while eliminating funding for 
wasteful and radical programmes that undermine the 
warfighting ethos of our Nation's men and women in 
uniform," Trump said in a statement.The Act outlines 
'sense of Congress on Defence Alliances and 
Partnerships in the Indo-Pacific region'. Under this, 
the Secretary of Defence should continue efforts that 
strengthen US defence alliances and partnerships in 
the Indo-Pacific region to "further the comparative 
advantage of the US in strategic competition with 
China.”

Can't breathe': Bangladesh erupts as protesters hit streets, 
torch top dailies after 2024 uprising activist dies

WASHINGTON Valente obtained legal permanent legal challenges.Nearly 20 million   .  (Agency) 
residence status in 2017, U.S. attorney people applied for the 2025 visa lottery,  President Donald Trump suspended the 
for Massachusetts Leah B. Foley said. with more than 131,000 selected when green card lottery program on 

including spouses with the Thursday that allowed the suspect 
winners. After winning, they must in the Brown University and MIT 
undergo vetting to win admission shootings to come to the United 
to the United States. Portuguese States.
citizens won only 38 slots.Lottery Homeland Security Secretary Kristi 
winners are invited to apply for a Noem said in a post on the social 
green card. They are interviewed platform X that at Trump's 
at consulates and subject to the direction she is ordering the 
same requirements and vetting as United States Citizenship and 
other green-card applicants.Immigration Services to pause the 

Trump has long opposed the program."This heinous individual 
diversity visa lottery. Noem's should never have been allowed in 
announcement is the latest our country," she said of the 
example of using tragedy to suspect, Portuguese national 
advance immigration policy goals.Claudio Neves Valente.Neves 

After an Afghan man was identified Valente, 48, is suspected in the The diversity visa program makes up to 
as the gunman in a fatal attack on shootings at Brown University that 50,000 green cards available each year 
N a t i o n a l  G u a r d  m e m b e r s  i n  killed two students and wounded nine by lottery to people from countries that 
November,Trump's administration others, and the killing of an MIT are little represented in the United 
imposed sweeping rules against professor. He was found dead States, many of them in Africa. The 
immigration from Afghanistan and Thursday evening from a self-inflicted lottery was created by Congress, and 
other counties.gunshot wound, officials said.Neves the move is almost certain to invite 

television footage. world  . (Agency) The papers have previously faced protests Earlier Friday, Singapore’s foreign ministry 
Hundreds of protesters surrounded the Violence erupted in Bangladesh’s capital from groups accusing them of being confirmed Hadi’s death.

residence of India’s deputy ambassador to early on Friday after Sharif Osman Hadi, a “Despite the best efforts of the doctors..., Mr aligned with neighbouring India, where 
Bangladesh in Dhaka, attempting to stage a key figure in last year’s pro-democracy Hadi succumbed to his injuries,” it said in a former prime minister Sheikh Hasina has 

uprising, died in a hospital in Singapore statement, adding that it was been living in self-imposed exile since 
following an assassination attempt. assisting Bangladeshi authorities being ousted in last year’s uprising.

Thousands of protesters poured onto the Zyma Islam, a Daily Star reporter, said she w i t h  r e p a t r i a t i n g  h i s  
streets of Dhaka after news of the 32-year- was trapped inside the burning building. b o d y. B a n g l a d e s h ’s  i n t e r i m  
old activist’s death, demanding the arrest “I can't breathe anymore. There's too government, headed by Nobel Peace 
of his killers. Several buildings, including much smoke. I am inside. You are killing Prize laureate Muhammad Yunus, 
offices housing the country’s two leading me,” she wrote on Facebook.Firefighters confirmed the death shortly 
newspapers, were set on fire, trapping brought the blaze at the Daily Star afterwards. “His demise is an 
journalists and staff inside, authorities said. building under control at around 1:40 am irreparable loss for the nation,” 

(1940 GMT Thursday), officials said, Yu nus  sa id  in  a  t e l ev i sed  Hadi, a senior leader of the student protest 
though dozens of employees were still address.“The country's march group Inqilab Mancha, was shot by masked 
inside at the time. Staff were later toward democracy cannot be halted assailants on December 12 as he was 
evacuated.“We took refuge at the rear of through fear, terror, or bloodshed.”leaving a mosque in Dhaka. After initial 

The government announced special the building and could hear them treatment in Bangladesh, he was airlifted to 
prayers at mosques on Friday and chanting slogans,” Daily Star reporter Singapore in critical condition, where he 

sit-in, before police fired tear gas to declared a half-day of mourning on Ahmed Deepto said.Protesters also died on Thursday.At least three cases of 
disperse the crowd, local media reported. Saturday. Authorities said Hadi’s body was attacked Chhayanaut, a leading cultural arson were reported across the capital as 

Witnesses said demonstrators gathered at expected to arrive in Dhaka later on Friday.institution in Dhaka devoted to Bengali news of his death spread, a spokesperson 
Shahbagh Square near Dhaka University, culture, while elsewhere crowds blocked a for the Fire Brigade and Civil Defence said. Hadi was an outspoken critic of both Hasina 
chanting slogans including “Allahu key highway out of the capital. In the Fires broke out at buildings housing the and India. He had planned to run as an 
Akbar”, with similar protests reported in southeastern port city of Chittagong, English-language Daily Star and the independent candidate in the next national 
other parts of the country.demonstrators attacked the residence of a Bengali-language Prothom Alo, the elections, scheduled for February 2026, in 

Yunus announces mourningformer minister, according to local country’s largest newspapers. a major Dhaka constituency.

WASHINGTON group and carry an expeditionary unit of in mid-September.More recently, US Navy October, the military released a photo of a . (Agency) 
Marines. As a result, those ships also have EA-18G "Growler" electronic warfare jets US Air Force AC-130J Ghostrider, a The US military has amassed an unusually 
on board a variety of Marine helicopters, were photographed flying out of Puerto heavily armed plane capable of firing its large force in the Caribbean Sea and the 
Osprey tilt rotor aircraft and Harrier jets Rico.MQ-9 Reaper Air Force drones, large guns with precision onto ground waters off the coast of Venezuela since this 
that have the capability of either targets, sitting on the tarmac in Puerto summer, when the Trump administration 
transporting large numbers of Rico.first began to shift assets to the region as 
Marines or striking targets on land There has been a multitude of other part  of  i ts  ant i-drug traff icking 
and sea. military aircraft that have temporarily operations.In all, US Southern Command 

The USS Ford has multiple squadrons flown through the region as part of says there are around 15,000 personnel 
of fighter jets as well as other aircraft military operations there.The US Air operating in the area, in the largest military 
and helicopters.While officials have Force has repeatedly flown B-52 buildup in the region in generations.It is 
not offered specific numbers, Stratofortress and B-1 Lancer bombers part of the Trump administration's 
destroyers and cruisers typically to the region in what the Pentagon has escalating pressure campaign on 
deploy with a missile loadout that said were training flights. However, at Venezuelan President Nicolás Maduro, 
contains Tomahawk cruise missiles, least one such flight was dubbed a who has been charged with narco-terrorism 
which can strike hundreds of miles "bomber attack demo" in photos in the US, and includes a series of strikes on 
from their launch point. online.Recently, the US military also alleged drug-running boats that have killed 

flew a pair of F/A-18 fighter jets over more than 100 people since early A US Navy submarine also is operating capable of flying long distances and 
the Gulf of Venezuela in what appears to be September. Here is a look at the ships, in the broader area of South America and is carrying up to eight laser-guided missiles, 
the closest American warplanes have come planes and troops in the region: capable of carrying and launching cruise also have been spotted operating out of 
to the South American country's airspace missiles.The Navy has 11 warships in the region — Puerto Rico by commercial satellites and 
since the start of the campaign.the nation's largest aircraft carrier, the USS Planes and drones m i l i t a r y  w a t c h e r s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  

The gulf is bounded by Venezuela and only Gerald R. Ford, as well as five destroyers, photojournalists, around the same time in A squadron of advanced US Marine Corps F-
about 240 kilometers at its widest point. The three amphibious assault ships, and two September.It has been widely reported that 35B Lightning II jets has been sent to an 
planes spent more than 30 minutes flying in cruisers.The three amphibious assault the Navy also is operating P-8 Poseidon airstrip in Puerto Rico. The planes were 
the area.ships make up an amphibious readiness maritime patrol aircraft out of the region.In first spotted landing on the island territory 

US says price increases 
eased last month but data 
may be distorted and 
Americans aren't feeling it

A look at US military's unusually large force near 
Venezuela amid Trump's pressure campaign on Maduro



5STATE The Sikh TimesSaturday  20 December 2025



6EDITORIAL The Sikh TimesSaturday  20 December 2025

from a region once shackled by feudal structures to The Vision 2047 document unveiled on the 
one of India’s fastest-growing states. He also final day of the Telangana Rising summit 
sounded a gentle warning bell: the state must lays out a transformative blueprint for the 
sustain 8-9 percent annual growth while ensuring state’s future. Coinciding with the 
that prosperity trickles down from the top.Congress government’s two-year 

anniversary in office, the event broke the At the heart of the blueprint are three interlinked 
mould of conventional investment plans: the core urban region economy positioning 
gatherings by focusing less on chasing Hyderabad as a global innovation powerhouse; the 
capital and more on setting the wheels of peri-urban region economy developing the outer 
economic metamorphosis in motion. Its belt for industrial corridors and infrastructure; and 
goal was to propel Telangana towards a $3- the rural agri region economy focusing on tech-
trillion economy by 2047. It was an icing enabled agriculture and sustainability. The 
on the cake that the summit drew in catalysts would include green mobility, life 
memorandums of understanding worth sciences, and creative industries—aimed at 
over ?5.75 lakh crore, promising 13 lakh accelerating growth while steering the state 
jobs. towards net-zero targets.

The vision, rooted in the wisdom of a diverse The lingering question is whether the state’s 
array of economic experts, charts clear execution muscle can match its lofty ambitions. 

12.9 percent. It’s indeed a steep climb, but not a pipe-interim milestones, including $1 trillion in state gross Anand Mahindra remarked at the event that humility and 
dream if the reforms being initiated remain on course. domestic product in a decade, more than four times the curiosity will be the wind beneath the state’s wings. The 
Former RBI Governor Duvvuri Subbarao threw his current GSDP of roughly $210 billion. Hitting the $3- real test will be in the thunderous announcements 
weight behind the ambition, highlighting Telangana’s rise trillion mark will require compounded growth of about triggering a rain of riches on every citizen.

Disability rights: Behind 
bars, but not barred Munir tightens grip on unstable Pakistan

board.Ishaat led the investigation and recovery efforts. connected with the appropriate officials and arranged to when Tanzania’s government invited Tata Chemicals to The IndiGo turbulence has again brought the issues of 
Ratan Tata publicly apologised early. There followed secretly airlift the plantation managers and their invest in a facility on the banks of Lake Natron. The corporate governance and marquee boards into public 
lots of bad publicity, hits on Tata Sons’ profits, and families. It was a colossal task of coordination with company management made proposals to explore discourse. This article, however, is not about the airline. 
shareholder angst before the episode got behind the Army and Air Force commanders, but it was feasibility and the board readily sanctioned the It explores ways for directors to engage with business 
group.I have written about an internal fraud that accomplished without the state government even being expenditures. While such financial commitments were crises and issues. From having little or no understanding 
occurred at C G Power in 2019. The independent aware of the operation. In my experience, this was a rare ongoing, a credible word came to the board that the edges of this expression 30 years ago, everybody nowadays 
directors of the then Thapar group company read the example of a board getting involved and responding to a of the lake Natron were natural nesting sites of the annual comments on the subject.Having served over 25 boards 
early signals of suspicious arithmetical migratory Lesser Flamingo birds. in five countries over the last 40 years, I realise that board 
ambiguities in the accounts for three years, This posed a dilemma to the board. directors should be among the earliest to pick up signals 
though critics feel that they responded too late. The management collected evidence of misgovernance—though, not necessarily, proof. It is 
They blew the whistle and invited the regulator of the fact, but it was still unclear how only thereafter that the matter likely leaks into the public 
to do a forensic audit. The promoter-chairman a project for natural soda ash would domain, regulators, courts, and the due process of law. I 
was removed and various other actions affect the birds’ nesting sites. The have written earlier that “directors can be the first to hear 
followed. subject was discussed by the board the canary in the coalmine”. They should not ignore the 

Thanks to the actions of the board, the company and the management on four signals.Though non-executive directors possess 
was rescued handsomely. Under the occasions over several months. imperfect information, their work is expected to be 
Murugappa Group, which acquired it, C G Finally, the board unanimously effective, for which they have powers and resources. 
Power was resurrected to achieve a very high decided to write off the expenditure When untoward events occur, people realise that board 
valuation.It’s true that companies feel hassled i n c u r r e d — w h i c h  s h o c k e d  directorship is no safe sinecure for retired professionals. 
when they are struck by so-called black swan shareholders when the next quarterly Discharge of board duties requires sound experience, 
events—rare, unpredictable occurrences with results were announced—and judgement, and deep intuition.Non-executive directors 
big impacts that are often rationalised later as abandon the project on the grounds of can be imperfect individuals who work with incomplete 
foreseeable. the precautionary principle of information, but the public expectation from them is 

In November 1990, when I was on the Hindustan sustainability. Rightly or wrongly, the high. It remains that other than a competent, well-
Lever board, Assam was very disturbed directors decided to avoid a potential intentioned, alert, and united board of directors, no better 
politically. Unilever’s tea plantation subsidiary crisis. If they did not act then, the corporate governance system has yet been invented.

black swan event despite imperfect information. During Doom Dooma Assam received a ransom demand from a company could be firefighting if issues cropped up after Let’s delve into some examples of crisis management by 
the 2000s, when Ratan Tata chaired Tata Chemicals, I militant outfit, the United Liberation Front of Asom, for the project was set up.  The purpose of mentioning these Indian boards.Around 2001, the regrettable Tata Finance 
served as vice chairman. The company had for many ?35 lakh plus a surcharge of ?2.5 per kilo of tea sold. The examples is not to suggest that these boards took the right fraud occurred within the Tata Group. No sooner had a 
years sought a way to manufacture ‘natural’ soda ash in company stood firm on not paying the money, but it was decisions. Rather, it is to illustrate how boards should whistleblower alerted the group that Ratan Tata received 
addition to the existing ‘synthetic’ variant. Natural deeply concerned about the safety of its plantation anticipate issues and deal with them collectively, even resignations from the existing directors of Tata Finance. 
would be cheaper, less energy-intensive, and attractive to executives. though there are uncertainties. These are the times He then deputed Tata Sons’ finance director Ishaat 
customers.Finally, around 2008, an opportunity arose Company leaders like Aniruddha Lahiri and Suman Sinha wisdom is called for.Hussain to chair the company and constitute a new 

Telangana's Vision 2047 must enrich all citizens

Legal scholar Upendra Baxi has often said that the 
term social action litigation (SAL) is more 
appropriate for what is commonly known as public 
interest litigation (PIL). This is because these 
cases aim at social uplift and don’t merely reflect 
public interest. Yet, more than the change in 
nomenclature, there must be a qualitative 
transformation in the very idea of SAL. 
Constitutional morality must take centre-stage in 
such cases and SAL judgements should reflect the 
ideals of the nation’s fundamental document.

Two such judgements have recently come from the 
Supreme Court, both touching the lives of an 
extremely vulnerable group of society—the 
disabled inmates of Indian jails. In L 
Muruganantham (2025) the court issued a slew of 
directives to the Tamil Nadu government to ensure 
systemic changes that meet the specific needs of 
disabled prisoners in the state. In the more recent 
Sathyan Naravoor (2025) judgement, the court 
expanded the Muruganantham directives’ scope to 
the whole country and added another set of 
directives.The facts of the Muruganantham case 
are unique. L Muruganantham, a lawyer from 
Tamil Nadu, suffered degenerative locomotive 
disability. A civil dispute in his family led to the 
registration of a crime that was later quashed by 
the Madras High Court. Meanwhile, he was 
remanded to the Central Prison in Coimbatore by a 
magistrate. Though he was released on bail after 9 
days, this period of incarceration demonstrated the 
fragility of Indian prison ecology in terms of the 
rights of the disabled.The radical legislation to 
ensure the well-being of the differently-abled that 
parliament passed in 2016 was practically fenced 
out of the jail. Muruganantham was denied proper 
food, medical treatment, infrastructural amenities, 
and personal care. The prison environment was 
insensitive to the special needs of such inmates. 
Muruganantham filed a complaint before the State 
H u m a n  R i g h t s  C o m m i s s i o n ,  s e e k i n g  
compensation for what he had suffered. A meagre 
recompense was awarded by the commission. It 
also recommended disciplinary action against one 
of the erring officers.Muruganantham was not 
quite convinced. He moved the high court stating 
that the commission had not fully heeded his 
request. Significantly, apart from personal reliefs, 
he essentially sought implementation of the 
provisions of Rights of Persons with Disabilities 
(RPwD) Act  in Tamil Nadu. The high court 
allowed his writ petition in part. Again, 
dissatisfied with that verdict, Muruganantham 
approached the Supreme Court. He fought a long 
battle. And it was not in vain. Being a lawyer, he 
argued the case on his own in the Supreme Court.

The Supreme Court did a comprehensive 
examination of the jurisprudence on India’s 
disability and prison laws. Yet, more than personal 
relief to the appellant, the focal point of the 
judgement was the plight of the disabled who are 
incarcerated. Justice R Mahadevan, who wrote the 
judgement, referred to precedents on jail reforms 
like the Sanjay Suri (1988), Rama Murthy (1997), 
D K Basu (2015), and In re: Inhuman Conditions 
in 1,382 Prisons (2016) cases. Even earlier, in the 
Sunil Batra (1979) case, Justice Krishna Iyer 
famously wrote that the fundamental rights do not 
part company with the prisoner at the gates.

The Supreme Court, in its July 15 directives on 
Muruganantham, asked for identification of the 
disabled and providing them with the necessary 
amenities like physiotherapy and psychotherapy, 
if required. Periodic audits, training of officers on 
disability rights, revision of the Prison Manual in 
tune with the RPwD Act, inclusive policies, and 
constitution of monitoring committees to conduct 
periodic inspection in prisons find a place among 
the Muruganantham directives. These constituted 
a radical leap on the subject. However, as a case 
that arose from a Madras High Court judgement, 
the directives, though impactful, were limited to 
Tamil Nadu.Human rights are universal, as are 
their violations. Prisons across the country tell 
almost the same story. American lawyer Edwin M 
Baum once pointed out that physically disabled 
prisoners are punished for two categories of crime: 
the one for which they were convicted by the court, 
and the ‘crime’ of being disabled.

allegation was strenuously denied by the Foreign Office. has fared no better on the economic front. Though the EVEN as the dust settles on the mysterious six-day delay in 
While Imran has not relinquished his posture of International Monetary Fund approved $12-billion notifying Field Marshal Asim Munir as Pakistan’s Chief 

confrontation, a new 23-member political coordination disbursement under its existing Extended Fund Facility, of Defence Forces (CDF), the omnipotent military 
committee of the PTI was set up to act as an interface there were stern strictures focusing on inadequate establishment has not been able to comfortably push the 
with the military establishment. Headed by advocate combating of corruption and inability to prevent narrative of smooth governance and stability on the 
Salman Akram Raja, it comprises more moderates and siphoning of funds by business elites.political and economic fronts.The confusion temporarily 
only a sprinkling of known hardliners. Mehmood Khan Embarrassingly for the military establishment, well-known led to speculation about former PM Nawaz Sharif’s 
Achakzai, Leader of the Opposition in the National US-based Pakistani-origin economist Atif Mian argued in unease over Munir’s assumption of absolute powers. 
Assembly, was included. On the other hand, Sohail his hard-hitting writeup (December 9), ‘Five for Fifty: However, saner counsel seems to have prevailed as the 
Afridi, newly-appointed Chief Minister of Khyber Toward an economic vision for Pakistan’, that the average Pakistan Muslim League (Nawaz) will have to keep 
Pakhtunkhwa (KP), has been tasked with upping the ante Pakistani could earn as much as any other citizen of the relying on the army leadership’s assistance for long-term 
of public protests in his province.Addressing the world for the next 50 years if only it sustains average per political survival — the CDF will now remain in place 
National Ulema Conference in Islamabad on December capita income growth of 5 per cent a year. He believes for nearly two years beyond the next general election.
10, Asim Munir urged religious scholars to help foster what has held Pakistan back is not a lack of talent or effort, On December 11, announcing the verdict of the much-
national unity and provide better quality education in but absence of a clear, sustained economic vision. The delayed Field General Court Martial (FGCM) against 
madrasas. Referring to persisting terrorism in KP and country needed a regime change to realise its potential, Faiz Hameed, now divested of military rank, the Inter 
Balochistan, he cautioned that in an Islamic state, only Atif wrote, qualifying that he meant this “not in political Services Public Relations (ISPR) indicated that the 
the State could declare jihad. The question-answer terms necessarily, but in strategic policy”.Referring to the FGCM had found him guilty on all four charges — 

Special Investment Facilitation Council, engaging in political activities, violating 
which has failed to significantly open up the Official Secrets Act in a manner 
foreign investment channels despite “detrimental to the safety and interest of 
being under direct military supervision, the state”, misuse of authority and 
Atif pointed out that Pakistan’s policy government resources, and causing 
establishment still misunderstood what wrongful loss to individuals. It  
investment was, repeatedly mistaking emphasised that “all legal rights, 
inflows of borrowed dollars for growth-including the right to a defence team of his 
generating capital. The economic c h o i c e ”  h a d  b e e n  c o m p l i e d  
partnership with China had not been with.Significantly, in a thinly veiled threat 
well-designed, he felt, built on to implicate former PM Imran Khan in a 
technology transfer, skills and higher future military trial, the ISPR elaborated 
domestic productivity. Instead, policy that Hameed’s “involvement in fomenting 
leaned on fossil-fuel power plants, often vested political agitation and instability in 
in the wrong places and with high fixed cohorts with political elements and in 
and operating costs in dollars. This certain other matters” would be dealt with 
resulted “in a zombie power sector, separately.
which the government is now trying to The stiff sentence of 14-year rigorous 
rescue by taxing electricity!”He imprisonment was unexpected. Apart 
lamented poor policy choices that had from suggesting that senior army 
locked Pakistan into a stagnation Generals were not exempt from 
regime, citing examples of “real-estate-accountability, its timing marked a 
driven elite capture, institutional warning against possible voices of dissent 

session at the conference was strictly regulated and support for negative-sum games of sectarianism”, even opposed to Munir’s extended coterminous tenure as 
Munir walked away even as a few lone voices raised the “most recently appointed special czar for crypto!”CDF and Army Chief. It also left open scope for Hameed 
murmurs of dissent, dissociating madrasa education Meanwhile, after abolishing the post of Chairman, Joint to turn approver against Imran at a later stage.The army 
from terror.The judiciary has remained muted and sullen, Chiefs of Staff Committee, Munir has still not announced leadership changed its strategy of providing regular 
even as sections of the Bar at the national and provincial who will be promoted to the four-star slot of Commander, access to Pakistan Tehreek-e- Insaf (PTI) leaders and 
levels continue to criticise the 26th and 27th Strategic Forces. Among his most trusted lieutenants, Lt Imran’s relatives to meet him in Adiala jail. After a long 
Amendments. Justice Tariq Mehmood Jahangiri Gen Asim Malik, continues as DG, ISI, though his four-gap, when rumours surfaced about his well-being and 
appeared in the Islamabad High Court to defend the year term on this rank ended in October. Others from the possible shifting to an undisclosed location, one of his 
veracity of his law degree, but Chief Justice Dogar 80th Pakistan Military Academy course batch of sisters was allowed to see him. Imran’s ex-wife Jemima 
disregarded his request to recuse himself from the seniormost three-star Generals await this decision Khan complained in a tweet on X to Elon Musk about his 
hearing.With political stability proving elusive, Pakistan anxiously.sons not being allowed to communicate with him. This 

The military establishment is struggling to push the narrative of smooth governance

The vision, rooted in the wisdom of a diverse array of economic experts, charts clear interim milestones, including $1 trillion in state gross domestic product in a decade

Company boards have to act with imperfect information at times. Decades ago, a Unilever tea company in troubled Assam refused a ransom demand from the 
militant outfit ULFA. It then decided to covertly airlift the company’s managers and their families with the help of the armed forces

Corporate governance | When all aboard are flying blind
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NEWS BOX

form all the more significant.QUITO . (Agency) 
“When I was not selected in the Indian Ishan Kishan’s explosive return to form in 

team, I felt quite bad because I was doing domestic cricket has once again put India’s 
well. But I told myself that if I am not T20I opening combination under the 
selected with this sort of performance, spotlight, with fans already taking to social 
then maybe I have to do more. Maybe I media to call for his return to the national 
have to make my team win. Maybe we side. With the T20 World Cup just 50 days 
have to do well as a unit,” Kishan told away, the timing of Kishan’s resurgence 
Sportstar.“It’s important that you don’t could not be more significant, as it adds 
allow the frustration to get to you. This is fresh pressure on Shubman Gill’s place at 
my message to all the youngsters - the top of the order and sharpens a growing that also followed a century in the Duleep 

frustration is something that will take you se lec t ion  d i lemma for  the  team Trophy.After his brilliant performance, 
one step down, but at the same time, you management.The left-hander’s strongest fans quickly took it to social media to call 
need to put in a lot of hard work and believe statement came in the Syed Mushtaq Ali for a return of the 27-year-old in the T20I 
in yourself and just focus on what you need Trophy final, where he blasted a stunning mix, especially ahead of the T20 World 
to achieve,” he added.101 off 49 balls against Haryana. Leading Cup.Kishan’s domestic surge carries extra 

Jharkhand from the front, Kishan powered Pressure on Shubman Gillweight given his prolonged absence from 
his side to a massive 262/3, delivering a the India setup. The wicketkeeper-batter Gill, meanwhile, is facing scrutiny from a 
knock that combined fearless strokeplay has been out of the national T20I side since different angle. While firmly established 
with sustained intensity. Crucially, the 2023 after being dropped on disciplinary across formats and trusted as India’s vice-
innings was played under the watchful eyes grounds during Rahul Dravid’s tenure as captain, his T20I returns have been 
of selectors Pragyan Ojha and RP Singh, head coach, with Ajit Agarkar heading the inconsistent. His return to the shortest 
further amplifying its impact. Kishan selection panel. After Jharkhand’s title format after missing the ODI series against 
finished the tournament as the leading run- triumph, Kishan admitted that the period South Africa due to a neck issue was 
scorer with 517 runs from 10 innings, away from international cricket was expected to offer a fresh start. Instead, it 
capping off a dominant SMAT campaign mentally taxing, making his recent run of added to the debate. 

waiting. The former captain looked rusty Lord’s in 2021, which had remained his NEW DELHI. (Agency)  
and struggled to find rhythm early in his highest score through 58 Test innings. With Devon Conway delivered a powerful 
innings. He eventually worked his way to Kemar Roach off the field due to a response to his IPL auction disappointment 
31 from 60 balls with five boundaries hamstring strain, the West Indies attack by scoring a career-best 227 that put New 
before edging a delivery that moved away lacked penetration. Conway had a brief Zealand firmly in control of the third Test 

moment of fortune when he was dropped against the West Indies in Mount 
on 206 by Kavem Hodge at short cover. Maunganui. Conway, who went unsold at 
For the most part, he showed patience the IPL 2026 auction earlier in the week, 
outside the off stump and punished batted for more than seven hours and 
anything loose.His resistance ended at 227 turned scrutiny into a statement 
when Greaves trapped him in front. The performance before finally falling lbw to 
ball nipped in from around the wicket and Justin Greaves.New Zealand started day 
stayed low, striking him on the back pad. two at 334 for 1, with Conway unbeaten on 
Conway immediately accepted his fate 178 after batting through the entire first 
and walked off without a review. day. His opening stand of 323 with Tom 
Teammates, crowd and opposition players Latham carried the hosts into a dominant 
offered applause for an innings of position. Latham contributed 137 and 
immense control and concentration.New provided the stability that allowed Conway 
Zealand lead the series 1-0 after a draw in to settle and flourish.Nightwatchman 

l a t e ,  g i v i n g  t h e  We s t  I n d i e s  a  the first Test and a nine-wicket victory in Jacob Duffy joined Conway at stumps and 
breakthrough.Conway remained the the second. Conway’s innings reinforced added eight more runs in the morning 
anchor. He reached his double century from his value in red-ball cricket and provided a before edging behind for 17 off Jayden 
316 balls and hit 28 fours. The milestone timely rebuttal to the IPL auction outcome Seales. Kane Williamson followed and 
surpassed his debut double century at that had briefly overshadowed his week.walked in after more than 90 overs of 

Unsold at IPL auction, Devon Conway 
smashes 226 vs WI in Mount Maunganui

NEW DELHI. (Agency)  
Ben Stokes and his peculiar quirks after being 

dismissed in Test cricket were once again on 
display. The England captain was at his 
animated best after his firm resistance in the 
first innings of the third Ashes Test in 
Adelaide ended in heartbreak.

Stokes’s excellent vigil came to an end on the 
morning of Day 3 after he had helped steer 

England out of trouble. Batting on 83, 
having stitched together a vital 106-run 
ninth-wicket partnership with Jofra Archer, 
Stokes was bowled by Mitchell Starc, who 
delivered a near-unplayable ball that 
sneaked through the gap between bat and 
pad.After seeing his stumps rattled, Stokes 
jumped in frustration on the crease. The 
disappointment was written all over his face 
as he had been determined to push England 
closer to Australia’s first-innings total of 
371. Visibly upset, Stokes berated himself as 
he began the long walk back to the pavilion. 
He was seen talking to himself throughout 
the walk to the dressing room and did not 
acknowledge fans who stretched out their 
h a n d s  a s  h e  a p p r o a c h e d  t h e  
stands.Nonetheless, the Adelaide crowd 
showed admirable sporting spirit by giving 
Stokes a warm ovation for his battling effort, 
especially after England had slumped to 168 
for 8 on the afternoon of Day 2.Stokes and 
Archer put together a resistance that 
England have rarely managed in this Ashes 
series, which they trail 0-2. Their 
partnership gave the visitors a lifeline at a 
critical juncture of the match.

HOW STOKES WAS OUTFOXED
Stokes’s frustration was understandable. It 

was the 12th time he has been dismissed by 
Starc in Test cricket. The Australian left-
armer and India’s R Ashwin (13) are the 
only two bowlers who have dismissed 
Stokes more than 10 times in red-ball 
cricket.

picking up a foot injury, the team unsettling the rest of the batting 
management may be forced to look beyond order.Suryakumar Yadav is likely to 
their first-choice opener. That scenario continue at number three. The captain has 
places Samson firmly in the frame, with the maintained that his lean run is a matter of 
wicketkeeper-batter expected to return to his timing rather than form, and the final T20I 
preferred role at the top of the order if Gill is offers another chance to regain momentum. 
ruled out for Friday’s clash at the Narendra Tilak Varma has cemented his place at 
Modi Stadium.The possibility of Samson’s number four with assured performances, 
return is not entirely new. There was already while Shivam Dube, Hardik Pandya and 
considerable buzz around him being drafted Jitesh Sharma are set to handle the middle-
into the playing XI for the fourth T20I in order duties, ensuring depth and firepower.
Lucknow after Gill injured his foot during Bumrah uncertain for Ahmedabad T20I

hosts already sealing the series outcome. the series. Samson was widely tipped to In the bowling department, Kuldeep Yadav and 
That security gives the team management replace the vice-captain and open the Varun Chakravarthy are expected to lead the 
some flexibility heading into the Ahmedabad innings, a role in which he has enjoyed his spin attack. Bumrah’s availability remains 
T20I, especially with concerns lingering most consistent success in T20 cricket. uncertain after he missed the third T20I for 
over the fitness of both Gill and Jasprit However, the game in Lucknow was personal reasons and was never tested in 
Bumrah.If Gill is indeed unavailable, India abandoned without a ball being bowled due Lucknow due to the abandonment. With 
have limited like-for-like options in the to dense fog and poor visibility, denying workload management in mind, India may NEW DELHI. (Agency)  squad. This makes Samson a logical choice, Samson what could have been his first persist with Arshdeep Singh and Harshit 
not just as a replacement but as a proactive Sanju Samson could finally get his opportunity appearance of the series and forcing him to Rana as the frontline pacers, supported by the 
move to maintain balance at the top. He is in the series finale as India consider remain on the sidelines.Despite the washout, all-rounders.For Samson, the Ahmedabad 
expected to partner Abhishek Sharma, reshuffling their top order for the fifth T20I India’s position in the series remains strong. T20I could be more than just a replacement 
allowing India to retain an aggressive against South Africa in Ahmedabad. With The abandoned fourth match extended their role. 
approach in the powerplay without Shubman Gill unlikely to be fully fit after unbeaten run in T20I series to 11, with the 

SPORTS

coach Fernando Santos. However, strong 
scoring form at Al Nassr paved the way for 
his return under Roberto Martnez.

"When I'm not playing and Bernardo [Silva] 
is playing as a number 10, Bernardo gives 
you more possession, I make more of a 
final pass. It's all like that. All players add 
things and take away others. Cristiano is 
the same as us. We have to know how to 
adapt and enhance each other's qualities so 
that the national team benefits," Bruno 
added.

BRISBANE. (Agency) Portugal have since enjoyed a successful 
 Portugal and Manchester United midfielder period, including winning the UEFA 

Bruno Fernandes has stepped into the Nations League title by beating Euro 2024 
ongoing debate around Cristiano Ronaldo’s champions Spain. They qualified for the 
role in the Portugal national team, firmly 2026 World Cup by finishing top of their 
rejecting the idea that the side functions group with four wins and one defeat, 
better without its all-time great. With scoring 20 goals and conceding seven. 

that judging Portugal’s effectiveness purely Cristiano is on the pitch, because Cristiano discussions resurfacing ahead of the 2026 Ronaldo finished the campaign as Portugal’s 
o n  w h e t h e r  R o n a l d o  i s  p r e s e n t  can give us things," Bruno said."If Cristiano World Cup, the Manchester United captain top scorer with five goals.While the Armenia 
oversimplifies a far more complex tactical doesn't play and Goncalo (Ramos)does, has offered a measured defence of Ronaldo’s win, which featured hat-tricks from 
picture, stressing that different players bring Gonalo is strong in pressing and good at value, insisting that the forward continues to Fernandes and Joo Neves, reignited claims 
different strengths to the team."Cristiano diagonal runs," he added.bring qualities few others in the squad can of a more fluid Portugal without Ronaldo, 
inside the box continues to be a very high- Ronaldo, now 40, remains the leading replicate.The conversation gained traction Fernandes remains clear-eyed. For him, the 
level player...I know what people think, that goalscorer in men’s international football, after Portugal thrashed Armenia 9-1 in their issue is not about replacing Ronaldo, but 
it's clear we play better without Ronaldo, that with 143 goals in 226 appearances since his final World Cup qualifier while Ronaldo was about adapting. Portugal’s strength, he 
the players are freer and more fluid," debut in 2003. His international future suspended, a result that followed a argues, lies in understanding how to 
Fernandes said. "I think that, if that happens, briefly appeared uncertain during the 2022 disappointing loss to the Republic of Ireland. maximise each player’s qualities — 
it's partly our fault. We can't worry if World Cup, when he was benched by then-Speaking to Canal 11, Fernandes explained including those of their most iconic figure.

IND vs SA, Predicted XI: Will Samson return to 
open in Ahmedabad in Gill's absence

Portugal still needs Cristiano Ronaldo: Bruno 
Fernandes ahead of  FIFA World Cup 2026

More pressure on Shubman Gill Ishan Kishan 
smashes 49-ball 101 before selectors

New Delhi. (Agency)
The chaos in Lucknow, where the fourth T20I 

between India and South Africa was abandoned 
without a ball being bowled due to dense smog 
and poor visibility, has naturally raised fresh 
concerns ahead of the series finale in 
Ahmedabad. With winter conditions tightening 
their grip across northern India, questions 
around weather disruptions have become 
unavoidable, especially after the scenes at the 
Ekana Stadium sparked frustration among fans 
and players alike.The fifth and final T20I is 
scheduled to be played on Friday evening at the 
Narendra Modi Stadium, Ahmedabad. Unlike 
Lucknow, the Ahmedabad venue has 
traditionally offered reliable playing 

conditions and is known for producing 
competitive, high-scoring T20I contests. India 
currently lead the five-match series 2–1, with 
one game washed out, which means the hosts 
have already secured the series. South Africa, 
however, still have plenty to play for as they 
aim to draw the series and finish their India tour 
on a positive note.

IND vs SA, 5th T20I: What does the 
Ahmedabad AQI tell us?

Before even diving into the weather conditions 
for the series finale in Ahmedabad, attention 
has shifted to air quality concerns, especially 
after Hardik Pandya was spotted wearing a 
mask during the build-up to the abandoned 
fourth T20I. While pollution remains an issue 
across several parts of the country, 
Ahmedabad’s situation appears manageable 
for matchday.The city’s AQI has recently 
hovered between Moderate and Unhealthy for 
Sensitive Groups. On December 18, readings 
were around 139, but forecasts point towards a 
possible rise into the Very Poor range over 
December 19–20, mainly due to PM2.5 
pollutants. At the time of writing, Ahmedabad’s 
AQI stands at 174, classified as Unhealthy by 
AQI.in, with PM10 levels at 115 g/m and 
PM2.5 at 89 g/m. Despite this, visibility is not 
expected to be affected, and the air quality is 
unlikely to disrupt play.

Will India vs SA 5th T20I 
be played or abandoned 
What Ahmedabad AQI 

tells us

NEW DELHI . (Agency) 
New Zealand Cricket is preparing for a change 

at the top after chief executive Scott Weenink 
announced he will step down from his role, 
citing irreconcilable differences over the 
future direction of the game. Weenink will 
officially leave office on January 30, 2026, 
bringing an end to a two-and-a-half-year 
tenure that delivered strong on-field results 
but was increasingly marked by strategic 
disagreements off it.The decision follows 
months of tension between Weenink, several 
of New Zealand’s six member associations 
and the New Zealand Cricket Players’ 
Association (NZCPA), particularly over 
long-term priorities and the place of T20 
cricket in the country’s domestic structure. 
Speaking in a media statement, Weenink 
acknowledged that alignment with key 
stakeholders had broken down."After careful 

consideration. It has become clear that I hold 
a different view from several member 
associations, and the NZCPA [New Zealand 
Cricket Players' Association], on the future 
priorities for NZC, including the long-term 
direction of the game and the best role for T20 
cricket in New Zealand. Given these 
differences, I believe it is in the best interests 
of the organisation that new leadership takes 
NZC forward from here," Weenink said in a 
statement."While I am saddened to leave 
after such a successful period, I do not wish to 
create ongoing instability by continuing 
without the support  of  some key 
stakeholders. I depart with pride in the 
excellent progress made by NZC during my 
time as CEO, and confidence in the people in 
NZC who will carry the game forward," he 
added.Weenink was appointed NZC chief 
executive in August 2023, and his tenure 
coincided with a productive period for New 
Zealand cricket. During that time, the White 
Ferns lifted the Women’s T20 World Cup, the 
men’s team secured a landmark Test series 
win in India in 2024, and reached the final of 
the Champions Trophy in 2025.His 
resignation comes amid growing momentum 
behind plans to launch a new franchise-based 
T20 league, provisionally titled NZ20, by 
January 2027. The proposed competition 
would operate under a licensing model 
similar to the Caribbean Premier League, 
with independent management and foreign 
investment, and would replace the existing 
Super Smash tournaments for both men and 
women.

Ashes: Ben Stokes jumps in 
frustration, berates himself 

after Starc ripper

New Zealand cricket chief resigns 
citing disagreement on T20 future

IND vs SA: Sanju Samson's 
long wait could finally end in 
Ahmedabad after fog denied 
him a Lucknow return. With 
Shubman Gill injured and the 
series secured, India may 
finally unleash Samson at the 
top.

Bruno Fernandes has shut down claims 

that Portugal play better without 

Cristiano Ronaldo. The midfielder insists 

Ronaldo's presence still shapes games, 

even as tactical debates resurface before 

the 2026 World Cup.
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The Bank of  Japan raised its 
short-term policy rate to 0.75% 
from 0.5%, its first rate hike since 
January. In a statement, the Bank 
of  Japan said that even after the 
hike, financial conditions would 
remain supportive for the 
economy

CEO (Airtel India) and Key Managerial Additionally, the board also approved the  NEW DELHI.(Agency)
Personnel (‘KMP’) of the Company appointment of Gopal Vittal as Bharti Airtel on Thursday announced a 
with effect from January 01, 2026 for a Executive Vice Chairman. Vittal, who major reshuffle of its senior leadership, 

current ly  serves  as  Vice with the board approving multiple 
Cha i rman  and  Manag ing  k e y  a p p o i n t m e n t s  a c r o s s  
Director, will take on the new management ,  including the 
role as a whole-time director appointment of Shashwat Sharma 
from January 1, 2026, for a as Managing Director and Chief 
period of five years, subject to Executive Officer (MD &amp; 
shareholders’ nod.CEO) of Airtel India. 

Furthermore, Somen Ray, the Sharma's appointment will come into 
current Chief Financial Officer, effect from January 1, 2026, the 
has been appointed as Group telecom firms said in an exchange 
Chief Financial Officer, while fi l ing.  Currently the CEO-
Akhil Garg will assume charge as designate, he will assume the role 
Chief Financial Officer for Airtel for a five-year term, subject to 
India.The Bharati Airtel's board shareholder approval, and will be 

period of five years, subject to the further approved changes in the designated as a key managerial 
approval of shareholders," the telecom compliance function, appointing Rohit personnel of the company.We wish to 
firm said in the exchange filing.The Krishan Puri as Company Secretary inform that based on recommendations 
decisions were approved by Airtel’s and Compliance Officer with effect of HR &amp; Nomination Committee, 
board at its meeting held on December from January 1, 2026. Pankaj Tewari the Board of Directors of the Company, 
18, based on recommendations from will continue as Group Company has approved Appointment of 
the HR and Nomination Committee, Secretary, providing leadership and Shashwat Sharma (currently, CEO 
the company said in an exchange filing. oversight at the group level.Designate) as Managing Director and 

Ola Electric shares fall over 60% this 
year: What should investors do

0.5%, its first rate hike since January. expected. “Given that real interest rates delicate task, as moving too slowly could 
The decision was widely expected weaken the yen, while moving 
and was taken unanimously by the too fast could hurt Japan’s still-
central bank’s board.In a statement, fragile economy.
the Bank of Japan said that even after Japan’s inflation has stayed above 
the hike, financial conditions would the central bank’s target for 
remain supportive for the economy. nearly four years, helped by 
“Real interest rates are expected to higher food prices. Data released 
remain significantly negative after on Friday showed core consumer 
t h e  p o l i c y  c h a n g e ,  a n d  inflation stood at 3.0% in 
accommodative financial conditions November, well above the 2% 
will continue to firmly support target, Reuters reported.
economic activity,” the central bank Recent yen weakness, which raises 
said, as quoted by Reuters.The move import costs, has also added 
takes interest rates to levels last seen pressure on policymakers to act. 

New Delhi.(Agency) in 1995, a period when Japan was At the same time, business are at significantly low levels, the BOJ 
 Japan’s central bank raised interest rates on dealing with the aftermath of a major asset confidence has improved, with firms will continue to raise interest rates and 

Friday to their highest level in three bubble collapse. The rate hike shows continuing to plan wage hikes next year, adjus t  the  degree  of  monetary  
decades, marking another big step away growing confidence that Japan can finally offering further support for the rate accommodation,” the bank said, 
from years of ultra-loose money policy. sustain inflation around its long-held increase.The Bank of Japan ended its according to Reuters.Markets are now 
The move signals that policymakers target of 2%, backed by steady wage massive stimulus programme last year closely watching Governor Kazuo Ueda’s 
believe inflation and wage growth are increases.The central bank also signalled and has now raised rates twice since, post-meeting briefing for hints on how 
now strong enough to support higher that more rate hikes could follow if its showing a clear shift towards normalising fast rates could rise next. Analysts quoted 
borrowing costs.The Bank of Japan raised outlook for growth and prices plays out as policy after decades of easy money.by Reuters said the central bank faces a 
its short-term policy rate to 0.75% from 

Japan's central bank raises rates 
to 0.75%, highest in 30 years

How aluminium is changing the job 
story in India's mineral-rich states

New Delhi.(Agency)
ICICI Prudential Asset Management Company 

made a strong start on Dalal Street on Friday as its 
shares listed at a healthy premium, raising the key 
question for investors: should they hold the stock 
or book profits after the sharp debut?

Shares of ICICI Prudential AMC debuted at Rs 
2,606.20 on the BSE, marking a premium of 
20.38% over the IPO issue price of Rs 2,165. On 
the NSE, the stock opened at around Rs 2,600, up 
20.09%. The listing was positive but slightly 
below the most optimistic expectations built into 
the grey market ahead of the debut.Before listing, 
the IPO was trading at a grey market premium of 

Rs 520–530, which had indicated a possible 
listing gain of nearly 24%. While the actual debut 
fell short of that level, it still delivered solid 
returns to investors.

WHAT EXPERTS SAY ON HOLD OR SELL
Market experts say the listing reflects strong 

confidence in the company’s business model but 
advise investors to be cautious at current 
levels.Shivani Nyati, Head of Wealth at Swastika 
Investmart Ltd, said ICICI Prudential AMC listed 
at a premium of around 20–22% over its issue 
price. She noted that the company is among 
India’s leading asset managers, backed by ICICI 
Bank and Prudential Plc, with a wide presence 
across equity, debt, hybrid and passive funds. 
According to her, strong brand value, stable cash 
flows and a wide distribution network have 
helped build a scalable business.She added that 
long-term growth drivers such as rising SIP 
inflows, deeper mutual fund reach in smaller 
cities, and a growing preference for managed 
investments support the company’s outlook. 
However, she advised short-term investors to 
consider booking profits after the sharp listing 
gains, while long-term investors may continue to 
hold the stock with a stop-loss near Rs 2,350 to 
manage downside risk.

IPO DETAILS AND SUBSCRIPTION
The ICICI Prudential AMC IPO was open for 

subscription from December 12 to December 16.

BUSINESS

ICICI Prudential AMC 
shares list at 20% 

premium: Hold or sell
New Delhi.(Agency) average price of Rs 33.96 per share. On monetisation of the promoter’s 

December 18, he sold an additional personal holding. According to the Shares of Ola Electric Mobility Ltd 
2.83 crore shares at an average price of company, the funds were used to fully continued to remain under pressure on 
Rs 31.90 per share.In total, the three- repay a promoter-level loan of around Friday, December 19, as founder and 
day selling raised around Rs 324 crore. Rs 260 crore.The company said the sale promoter Bhavish Aggarwal sold 

also led to the release of all previously shares for the third straight session. 
pledged shares, which accounted for The repeated stake sales have kept 
about 3.93% of the total equity. Ola investor sentiment weak and pushed 
Electric stated that this removes a key the stock to fresh lows.The stock has 
overhang on the stock.now fallen nearly 63% in calendar 

year 2025, making it one of the worst- “Ola Electric confirms that the 
performing newly listed technology promoter has completed the one-time, 
stocks this year. Ola Electric shares limited monetisation of a small 
hit a fresh 52-week low of Rs 31.54 on portion of his personal shareholding. 
Thursday.The sharp fall in Ola The transaction was undertaken 
Electric shares is largely linked to solely to repay a promoter-level loan 
continued promoter stake sales over and to release all pledged shares. This 
the past three days. Between has no impact on the company’s 

The shares were sold well below Ola December 16 and December 18, operations or long-term strategy,” the 
Electric’s IPO price of Rs 76, which has Bhavish Aggarwal sold a total of 9.62 company said in its statement.After the 
added to investor concerns. The three-crore shares through block and bulk transactions, the promoter group 
day sale represents around 2.2% of the deals on the NSE.On December 16, holding has reduced to about 34.6% 
company’s equity.Aggarwal sold 2.60 crore shares at an from 36.78% earlier. As of September 

WHY THE PROMOTER SOLD average price of Rs 34.99 per share. 2025, Bhavish Aggarwal directly held a 
SHARESOla Electric clarified that the This was followed by another sale of 30.02% stake, of which around 10.1% 
stake sale was a one-time and limited 4.19 crore shares on December 17 at an was pledged.

I-T Department Clarifies On 
Taxpayers Grievances Over 
AIS Mismatch Emails

New Delhi.(Agency) 
Amidst confusions of taxpayers regarding auto 

generated emails related to mismatch in their Annual 
Information Statement (AIS), the Income Tax 
Department has clarified that such communication is 
'just an advisory'.The Tax Department in a post on X 
has acknowledged that some references have come 
to the notice of the Income Tax Department 
regarding recent communication sent to taxpayers 
pertaining to transaction(s) made by them.I-T 
Department has tweeted, "Taxpayers may please 
note that such communication is to facilitate the 
taxpayers & make them aware of the information 
available with the ITD regarding the transactions 
reported by the Reporting Entities during the year."It 
added that such communication is just an advisory 
and is being sent in only those cases where there is an 
apparent significant gap between disclosures in the 
ITR & information as received from the Reporting 
Entities."The objective of the communication is to 
provide an opportunity to taxpayers for voluntary 
correction by reviewing their AIS & facilitate them 
to provide their feedback online on the Compliance 
Portal of Income Tax Department &, if necessary, 
revise their Returns already filed OR to file the 
belated Return if not filed, so far," I-T department 
wrote.It also reminded that the last date for revising 
or filing belated return for AY 2025-26 is 31st 
December 2025. The I-T Department has requested 
taxpayers to respond promptly via Compliance 
Portal if discrepancies exist or ignore if their filing is 
correct.

SAN FRANCISCO. (Agency) 
TikTok has signed agreements with three major 

investors — Oracle, Silver Lake and MGX — to form 
a new TikTok U.S. joint venture, ensuring the popular 
social video platform can continue operating in the 
United States.The deal is expected to close on Jan. 22, 
according to an internal memo seen by The 
Associated Press. In the communication, CEO Shou 
Zi Chew confirmed to employees that ByteDance and 
TikTok signed the binding agreements with the 
consortium.

"I want to take this opportunity to thank you for your 
continued dedication and tireless work. Your efforts 
keep us operating at the highest level and will ensure 
that TikTok continues to grow and thrive in the U.S. 
and around the world," Chew wrote in the memo to 
employees. "With these agreements in place, our 
focus must stay where it's always been—firmly on 
delivering for our users, creators, businesses and the 
global TikTok community."Half of the new TikTok 
U.S. joint venture will be owned by a group of 
investors — among them Oracle, Silver Lake and the 
Emirati investment firm MGX, who will each hold a 
15% share. 19.9% of the new app will be held by 
ByteDance itself, and another 30.1% will be held by 
affiliates of existing ByteDance investors, according 
to the memo. The memo did not say who the other 
investors are and both TikTok and the White House 
declined to comment.The U.S. venture will have a 
new, seven-member majority-American board of 
directors, the memo said. It will also be subject to 
terms that "protect Americans' data and U.S. national 
security."U.S. user data will be stored locally in a 
system run by Oracle. The memo said U.S. users will 
continue "enjoying the same experience as today" 
and advertisers will continue to serve global 
audiences with no impact from the deal.

TikTok's algorithm — the secret sauce that powers its 
addictive video feed — will be retrained on U.S. user 
data to "ensure the content feed is free from outside 
manipulation," the memo said. The U.S. venture will 
also oversee content moderation and policies within 
the country.American officials have previously 
warned that ByteDance's algorithm is vulnerable to 
manipulation by Chinese authorities, who can use it 
to shape content on the platform in a way that's 
difficult to detect.

Bharti Airtel Appoints Shashwat 
Sharma As Airtel India MD & CEO

TikTok signs deal to form 
new US unit with investors, 
including Oracle, Silver Lake

I n d i a ’s  E m p l o y m e n t  R e p o r t ,  and supports 4,000 SMEs in its outside congested metros.
The aluminium industry does more than employment grew by nearly 36% downstream ecosystem.With additional 

create jobs; it transforms communities. Its between 2016-17 and 2022-23, adding investments of Rs 20 lakh crore 
presence in rural districts has boosted about 170 million jobs across the envisioned under the Aluminium Vision 
local GDP and raised per capita incomes, economy.This expansion reflects both Document 2047, the sector can generate 

helping narrow regional disparities. It formal and informal job growth, with 
h a s  a l s o  e x p a n d e d  c r i t i c a l  rural India emerging as a critical 
infrastructure such as roads and power driver of this momentum. As 
networks, enabling broader economic inf ras t ructure ,  indust ry,  and 
activity. At the same time, it has community-level enterprises expand 
reduced migration pressure on major their presence beyond major cities, 
metros, easing urban congestion and rural labour markets are seeing more 
i m p r o v i n g  l i v i n g  stable and diverse employment 
conditions.Aluminium is not just an opportunities.Among these, the 
economic driver; it is a strategic metal aluminium industry stands out as one 
critical to India’s clean energy of the most potent engines of rural job 
transition, electric mobility, and creation and economic upliftment. 
infrastructure growth. Recognised Since primary aluminium operations 

New Delhi.(Agency) over one million new jobs across mining, globally as a future-critical resource, are located in remote, mineral-rich 
India’s  employment  landscape is  refining, smelting, recycling, and value- aluminium powers everything from EVs regions such as Odisha, Chhattisgarh, and 

undergoing a major shift. As the nation added manufacturing.For every 1 million and renewable energy systems to defence Andhra Pradesh, these areas, once 
accelerates toward its Viksit Bharat 2047 tonnes of aluminium produced, the applications.The Aluminium Vision dependent on subsistence farming, now 
vision, job creation is no longer confined industry creates 20,500 direct and indirect Document 2047 sets ambitious targets to host world-class mining, refining, and 
to urban centres.Rural India is emerging jobs, with each direct job spawning 3.7 scale aluminium production nearly six-smelting facilities that generate thousands 
as a major employment hub, thanks to indirect jobs in allied sectors like logistics, fold, raise bauxite mining capacity to 150 of direct and indirect jobs.Industry 
industries that anchor high-value engineering, and maintenance. This million tonnes annually, and achieve estimates cited by the Aluminium 
economic activity in resource-rich multiplier effect strengthens rural world-class low-carbon production Association of India show that the sector 
districts. According to the Government of economies and builds a skilled workforce standards.has already generated over eight lakh jobs 

 MUMBAI.(Agency)
Mumbai: Gold prices slipped in the domestic futures 

market on Friday morning, as investors booked 
profits after the Bank of Japan’s latest policy 
decision.  Softer inflation data from the United States 
also weighed on prices, even though gold is usually 
seen as a hedge against rising inflation.On the Multi 
Commodity Exchange (MCX), gold futures for 
February delivery were trading 0.56 per cent lower at 
Rs 1,33,772 per 10 grams during early trade.Gold has 
support at $4275-4245 while resistance is at $4355-
4385. Silver has support at $64.40-63.75 while 
resistance is at $65.60-66.15,” experts said.

“In INR terms, gold has support at Rs1,33,850-
1,33,110 while resistance is at Rs1,35,350-
1,35,970,” they added.Silver futures for March were 
also under pressure and were down 0.26 per cent at 
Rs 2,03,034 per kg at the same time.

“Silver has support at Rs2,02,450-2,00,280 and 
resistance at Rs2,05,810, 2,07,270,” analysts stated.

The decline came after the Bank of Japan raised its key 
policy rate to 0.75, the highest level since September 
1995.While the rate hike was largely expected by the 
market, it triggered some profit booking and is likely 
to impact yen-carry trades, which in turn influenced 
global commodity prices.International gold prices 
also moved lower after US inflation data came in 
below expectations.Consumer prices in the US rose 
2.7 per cent year-on-year in November, which was 
lower than the 3.1 per cent increase predicted by 
economists.Lower inflation reduces the appeal of 
gold as a hedge, putting pressure on prices.Adding to 
the weakness, the dollar index edged up by 0.10 per 
cent and hovered near one-week highs.A stronger 
dollar usually makes gold more expensive for buyers 
using other currencies, which further dampens 
demand for the yellow metal.

Analysts said that the mix of global cues, including 
central bank actions, softer US inflation data and a 
stronger dollar, led to a fall in gold and silver prices in 
early trade on Friday.

Gold Slips On MCX After 
Bank of  Japan Rate Hike

 

Industry estimates cited by 
the Aluminium Association 
of India show that the sector 
has already generated over 
eight lakh jobs and supports 
4,000 SMEs in its 
downstream ecosystem.
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Healt

Weight loss

Whatever the reason - a school re-union or your 30th 
birthday - none of us are above the need to lose 
weight and lose it fast. And here's some good news: 
Coupled with the right exercise and healthy nutrient 
intake you can lose weight quickly and surely by 
consuming these best foods for quick weight loss. 
aRemember the first tenet of a healthy diet is portion 
control, and you're on your way to quick weight loss 
success... 

Lean protein: 
A recent study from Purdue University has proved 
yet again that lean protein enables weight loss 
through appropriate appetite control. While non-
vegetarians can get lean proteing from lean meat and 
egg white, vegetarians should look to include these 
protein foods in their daily diet: 
Ch ickpeas ,  soyabeans ,  
kidney beans, tofu, other 
beans and pulses, and dairy. 
Even peanut butter is a 
good substitute as an 
appetite controller here. 

Fruits and vegetables: 
This is a best practise followed by people who lose 
permanent weight successfully. Even if you love meat, 
including at least 2-3 whole fruits and a side serving of 

No matter how 

healthy your daily 

routine might be, 

sometimes, the sudden 

need for quick weight 

loss manages to creep 

in unannounced. 

Don't wait for a heart 

Attack!

o  s i ck  was  the  Ind ian  
g o v e r n m e n t  o f  t h e  
procrastinating Indian citizen S

who refused to opt for preventive 
health care, that it bribed them to see a 
doctor. In 2012, the then finance 
minister offered a plan to save up to 
Rs 5,000 on tax by opting for an 
annual preventive check-up.
While Indians refuse to visit a 
hospital unless they need to be 
brought in on a stretcher, Americans, 
they say,  can' t  get  
enough. In the US, 
a n n u a l  c h e c k - u p s  
account for more than 8 
per cent of doctor visits, 
and cost the health care 
system $8 billion a year. 
Each visit takes around 
23 minutes, adding up to 
a total of 17 million hours 
each year spent checking 
45  mi l l ion  hea l thy  
people.In Europe, a study 
revea2led that many 
routine checkups led to 
over-diagnosis and over-
treatment of relatively 
mild health problems, leading some 
patients to take medication for years 
with no apparent benefit.
But with the average age of patients 
diagnosed with cardiac problems 
dipping, and lifestyle-related 
disorders on the rise, doctors here are 
keen to catch the bug early. Thus, 
avoiding a case of 'surprise' heart 
attack, like actor Farooq Sheikh's.
Don't wait for a heart attack, says Dr 
Lekha Pathak, cardiologist. One in 10 
Indians suffer from hypertension. 
And most aren't aware of it. For 
people above 40, I suggest a twice-a-
year check up. This should include 
Electrocardiography (ECG), cardiac 
stress test, 2D echo and blood 
biochemistry to check blood sugar, 
kidney and lipid profile.
Smokers and those who have a family 
history of cardiac illness, diabetes and 
hypertension are part of a high risk 
group. They must start with these tests 
at 30.

Often, those suffering a 'surprise' heart 
attack are those who have lived with 
symptoms of high cholesterol and 
hypertension, without knowing it. This 
is not specific to an age group or sex. 
But 40 per cent of patients suffering 
from cardiac issues tend to be below 
40.
Start gynaec visits in mid-20s, says 
Dr Rajeev Chhabra, gynaecologist
Indian women are just not in the habit 
of visiting a gynaecologist regularly. In 
fact, most women don't go to a doctor 
even when suffering from the symptom 
of a illness. It's always a last minute 
visit when the pain gets unbearable.
For women above 45, they need to start 
caring for their  bones,  since 
menopause will soon strike. Start with 
the following tests: CBC, Creatinine 
levels, SGPT and SGOT levels, 
calcium and phosphorus, USG 
(ultrasonography), PAP smear and 
mammogram.
Women between 23 and 30 need to take 
annual thyroid tests, prolactin, DHEA-

s u l f a t e  t e s t  a n d  
ultrasonography. These are 
purely preventive tests ensure 
that when they do decide to 
conceive, they encounter no 
complications. Lifestyle 
disorders like Polycystic 
ovary syndrome (PCOD) are 
detected at such times.
In case you are sexually active 
with multiple partners and 
don't insist on the use of 
condoms, take the PAP smear 
test every year.
For every known diabetic, 
there's one undiagnosed, 

says Dr Rajiv Kovil, diabetologist
In 2012, 11.8 million patients were 
diagnosed with diabetes, adding to the 
65 million who live with the metabolic 
disorder. Sixty per cent of them were 
diagnosed during a routine health 
check up, having lived with silent 
symptoms.
It's a cultural problem. Indians feel they 
are wasting money on tests if they aren't 
sick.
There is noage bar to check blood sugar 
levels. It's meant for every adult. For 
whose who aren't diabetic, a yearly 
check-up should include fasting and 
post meal blood sugar tests. Add the 
hpa1c test, that's usually missing from 
the basic package. It's to check the 
average plasma glucose concentration 
over prolonged periods of time.
For patients who are diagnosed with 
diabetes, the tests need to be specific; 
like those that test the effect of the 
illness on the liver, kidneys and retina.
Post a comment

vegetables with each meal goes a long way in 
curbing your appetite and enabling quick 
weight loss. So leave those diet pills, 
exotic foods that you buy just once and 
never eat again, and step over to the 
neighbourhood grocery store. Your 
best bet with quick weight loss lies 
within these humble, yet extremely 
healthy, fruits and vegetables. 

Broth-based soups:
 Pureed and chunky broth (not cream) based hot 

8 health benefits of

Ginger tea

Nothing beats cold in the winter like a piping hot 

cup of ginger tea. With its high levels of Vitamin 

C, magnesium and other minerals, ginger root is 

extremely beneficial for health.

Best foods for quick 

Weight loss
soups tend to satisfy a range of food cravings, 
while filling you up on low-calorie healthy 
foods. Additionally, making these soups at 
home is quite simple. Just buy some vegetables, 
puree the pulpy ones, chop the hard ones, start 
with a steam or stir fry and slowly add water 
with stock for volume. Don't forget the 
seasoning. Quick weight loss largely depends 
on how you control your appetite with healthy 
substitutes to unhealthy, high-fat and creamy 
foods. 

Whole grain : 
A list of best foods for quick weight loss can 
never be complete without whole grains. Even 
without changing other areas of your daily diet, 
just a shift from processed to 
whole grain will work 
wonders for quick weight 
loss. Whole grains are 
n u t r i e n t - p a c k e d  
powerhouses and are 
excellent  appeti te 
controllers. 

Low-salt and low-starch foods: 
Cutting back on sodium and high-starch foods 
(read: bad carbs) results in a kind of cheat 
weight loss, which - if properly maintained can 
lead to permanent weight loss. In the short run, 
this strategy leads to low fluid retention and 
what you lose initially is 'water weight'. This is 
why most weight loss diets that promise quick 
weight loss begin with a no-carb, no-salt shock 
phase. You can do this cleverly by cutting down 
reasonably and continuing a daily exercise 
routine to maintain healthy appetite and calorie 
burn. 

Once made into tea, you can add 
peppermint, honey or lemon to mask 
the taste of the ginger. Here's why you 
should have this soothing 
beverage.
Relieve nausea
Drinking a cup of ginger tea 
before travelling can help 
prevent the nausea and 
vomiting associated with 
motion sickness. You can 
also drink a cuppa at the 
first sign of nausea to 
relieve the symptom.
I m p r o v e  s t o m a c h  
performance
Usefu l  in  improv ing  
digestion and increasing 
absorption of food, ginger 

tea can bloating after eating too much.
Reduce inflammation
Ginger contains anti-inflammatory 

properties that make it an ideal home 
remedy for muscle and joint problems. 
In addition to drinking ginger tea, you 
can also use it to soak inflamed joints.
Fight respiratory problems
Ginger tea can help relieve congestion 
associated with the common cold. Try a 
cup of ginger tea for the respiratory 
s y m p t o m s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  
environmental allergies.
Improve blood circulation
The vitamins, minerals and amino 
acids in ginger tea can help restore and 
improve blood circulation that may 
help  decrease  the  chance  of  
cardiovascular problems. Ginger may 
prevent fat from depositing in the 
arteries helping to prevent heart attacks 
and stroke.
Relieve menstrual discomfort
This one is for all women suffering 
from menstrual cramps. Try soaking a 
towel in warm ginger tea and apply it to 
your lower abdomen. It may help 
relieve the pain and relax the muscles. 
At the same time, drink a cup of ginger 

tea with honey.
Strengthen immunity
Ginger tea can help 
s t r e n g t h e n  y o u r  
immunity due to the 
h i g h  l e v e l s  o f  
antioxidants in ginger.
Relieve stress
Ginger tea has calming 
properties that may help 
lower your stress and 
tension. This is thought 
t o  b e  d u e  t o  a  
combination of the 
s t r o n g  a r o m a  a n d  
healing properties.

Ginger tea
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