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 Nuh.(Agency)
 The special investigation team (SIT) on 

Wednesday arrested another lawyer from 
Nuh in the Pakistani espionage and terror-
funding case, weeks after the arrest of a 
lawyer from the district.

A resident of Bhagon village in Haryana's 
Tauru subdivision, Nayub had been 
detained for questioning three days ago, 
police sources said. Nayub is an associate 
of Rizwan, who was arrested on Nov 26.

After sustained interrogation, investigators 
arrested Nayub on charges of facilitating 
hawala routes and terror-funding 
transactions in coordination with Rizwan, 
who had been practising in Gurgaon and 
Nuh courts.Police said that Nayub 
travelled to Punjab several times with 
Rizwan and also practised law with him in 
Gurgaon. They also met with an accident 
in Punjab while they were returning to 
Nuh with cash.Earlier, after Rizwan's 

arrest in Nuh for allegedly spying for 
Pakistan, SIT nabbed four of his 
associates in Punjab, in whose accounts he 
allegedly transferred money. A Jalandhar-
based sweet shop owner, Ajay Arora, who 
allegedly managed money transactions, 
was arrested.Then investigators arrested 
Sandeep Singh alias Gagan, Amandeep 
Singh and Jaskaran of Amritsar, in whose 
accounts multiple suspicious transactions 
were made by Rizwan.The investigators 
swung into action after they traced the 
movement of cash routed from Pakistan 
through a hawala network.The money was 
distributed across Punjab and handed over 
to operatives linked to narcotics 
trafficking, according to SIT.During the 
investigation, Rizwan led SIT to several 
locations in Amritsar, including Golden 
Gate, various points on Jalandhar-Attari 
Road bypass and Shahkot. He claimed to 
have received cash in multiple instalments 

at these sites. At Shahkot, both Rizwan 
and Ajay identified a sweet shop, run by 
the latter's family, as the spot for money 
exchanges.

Rizwan confessed to paying Rs 34 lakh to 
Ajay in three to four instalments, linking 
these payments to the money he 
collected in Punjab and distributed 
further along the chain. SIT later 
recovered Rs 55,000 from Ajay, which 
he described as his "commission 
amount", from a locker in an almirah at 
his Shahkot home.The investigation 
began on Nov 25 when constable Rinku, 
stationed at Sadar Tauru police station, 
received information that Rizwan was 
receiving hawala money from Pakistan's 
ISI-linked operatives for activities, 
including espionage and narco-
smuggling.transactions in Rizwan's 
PNB account and his frequent visits to 
Punjab. 

Smuggled imports sold at vend 
via BYOB, evading taxes

Another Nuh lawyer held in 
espionage, terror-funding case

Map Aravalis and submit clear forest 
definition, high court tells Haryana

Gurgaon.(Agency)
If the govt has its way, Greater Southern 

Peripheral Road (GSPR) will bridge the 
connectivity gap between new sectors 
and the city's main arteries. Union 
minister Rao Inderjit Singh has called 
for the revival of GSPR project, which is 
aimed at alleviating traffic congestion 
and enhancing connectivity between 
Delhi, Gurgaon, and the industrial hub 
of Manesar. The project, estimated to 
cost around Rs 12,000 crore, is designed 
to link new sectors with Delhi-Jaipur 
Highway and KMP Expressway.

Underlining the necessity of Greater SPR, 
Inderjit emphasised its role in easing the 
mounting urban traffic pressure in the 
city and urged officials to expedite land 
acquisition. "After the construction of 
Greater SPR, the sectors of new 
Gurgaon will be directly connected to 
Delhi-Jaipur Highway and Manesar," he 
said.The minister held a series of 
discussions with deputy commissioner 
Ajay Kumar, HSVP administrator 
Vaishali Singh, and GMDA officials 
about the project, which will provide 
direct connectivity for new sectors to 
Delhi-Jaipur highway and KMP 
Expressway."This road is expected to be 
more like an outer ring road of the city," 
said an official, adding that the stretch 
will not only benefit villages along the 
road, but it will also help reduce traffic 
conges t ion  on  De lh i -Gurgaon  
Expressway. Reduction in traffic jams 
on the expressway will also help cut 
pollution level in the city, he said.

Although HSVP, earlier known as HUDA, 
began land acquisition for the 12km 
GSPR in 2016, cases filed by 
landowners in Naurangpur village and 
surrounding areas led to a court stay.

The Punjab and Haryana high court lifted 
this stay in 2018, allowing the 
acquisition to proceed. However, the 
high cost of land acquisition and 
financial constraints of HSVP stalled the 
project.The proposed route for GSPR 
will diverge from NH-8 at IMT 
Manesar, pass through Badshahpur, and 
head towards Gurgaon-Faridabad road, 
crossing MG Road before rejoining NH-
8 near Sirhaul (Delhi-Gurgaon border) .

DEHLI/NCR

Roads under water; trees & poles 
uprooted: Cities on knees again

Noida/Ghaziabad. The showers that started Friday 
and continued on Sunday has led to heavy 
waterlogging in Noida and Ghaziabad.

A park for children in Noida Sector 51 has turned into 
a shallow pool, while parks and green belts in 
sectors 119, 12, 30, 120, etc., also remained out of 
bounds due to flooding.Low-lying areas, like 
Botanical Garden Metro station in Noida and Jagat 
Farm Market in Greater Noida, are under at least 
two feet of water. Meanwhile, residents reported 
flooded roads and basements in Noida sectors 22, 
30, 36, 51, 62, 71, 104, 105, 72, 117, 122, 99, 
etc.The picture is similar in Ghaziabad, with Abhay 
Khand, Loni, and Muradnagar facing waterlogging.

Late on Sunday, following reports of 12 people stuck 
in Tronica City due to heavy waterlogging, a team 
of Ghaziabad NDRF carried out a rescue operation. 
Considering a warning of heavy rain ahead, NDRF 
teams are on high alert for emergency response in 
Noida and Ghaziabad.Residents blamed the 
authorities for not taking adequate measures to 
check flooding.“The Noida Authority failed to 
prepare for the monsoon in advance. All its claims 
have fallen flat. In Sector 51, people are wading 
through one-and-a-half feet to two feet of water. 
The Sunday showers also left houses and basements 
flooded.

News box

2 of  4 AQI monitors offline, 
Gurgaon sees ‘poor’ air

Gurgaon.(Agency)
The city's air continued to remain at 'poor' level on 

Thursday, with the air quality index (AQI) reaching 268, 
according to the data from CPCB. Only two of the city's 
four monitoring stations were working. At NISE Gwal 
Pahari, the AQI stood at 236 and Vikas Sadan recorded a 
higher 291. The missing data at Sector 51 and Teri Gram 
stations raised the possibility of the pollution level being 
understated. According to India Meteorological 
Department (IMD), the city saw a maximum 
temperature of 24.1 degrees Celsius on Thursday. The 
minimum temperature was 9.5 degrees Celsius.

The weather department has said no major change in the 
temperature for the next four days is likely, dense fog in 
isolated areas has been forecast.In the national capital, 
shallow morning fog is likely on Friday. Maximum 
temperatures may be in the 23-25°C range and minimum 
temperatures around 7-9°C. Minimum temperatures will 
remain below normal, and winds will stay weak, 
generally under 10kmph.Saturday and Sunday are 
expected to bring partly cloudy skies and shallow 
morning fog. Winds will remain light, mostly below 
12kmph in the afternoons and dropping further in the 
evenings.Mixing depth is forecast at 1100m on Dec 10, 
tightening to 800m by Dec 12.Air quality is likely to stay 
in the poor range on Thursday and turn very poor from 
Dec 11 to 13.Meanwhile, after two consecutive days of 
poor AQI, Delhi's air quality deteriorated to very poor on 
Thursday. The AQI was 305 as opposed to 259 a day 
earlier. No respite is likely in the next few days as air 
quality is expected to remain in this range.

Gurgaon.(Agency)
The smuggled imported liquor seized from 

the city on Wednesday was being sold at a 
vend, along with legal stock, at a 
discounted rate. The liquor store, located 
near Signature Towers on Delhi-Gurgaon 
Expressway, also operated a BYOB 
(Bring Your Own Bottle) facility, which 
drew a large crowd from across NCR due 
to the availability of low-priced imported 
liquor. The price difference gave this 
vend a competitive edge, allowing it to 
register sales of Rs 40-50 lakh in a single 
d a y. O f f i c i a l s  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  
investigation said the liquor was imported 
via ships and distributed to urban liquor 
vends through an organised network. The 
police are now working to trace this 
network and identify those involved. "We 
are still investigating how the network 
operates and how smuggled liquor 
managed to reach the city, evading 
customs and excise duty," said an excise 
dept officer.The smuggled liquor was 
stored in two specially created rooms 
behind the vend and sold alongside legal 

stock at a reduced rate. Vikram Yadav, 
who has been in the liquor business for 
years, said the investigation should focus 
on how this liquor stock reached the vend 
and was sold at a lower price. "There is a 
huge difference in price between the 
smuggled imported liquor, which does 
not pay any kind of taxes, and legal 
imported bottles available at liquor 
vends. The price difference gives an 
advantage to those who are involved in 
such illegal practices," he said.

Another liquor vend owner questioned the 
efficiency of the excise department in 
curbing such practices. "How is it 
possible that some people manage to 
bring such a large quantity of smuggled 
liquor and sell it in the open market, and 
the excise department remains unaware 
of it?" he asked, calling for an inquiry into 
the department's operations.In response 
to the massive seizure of smuggled liquor 
in Gurgaon, the excise department plans 
to conduct random inspections and 
checks of liquor vends to prevent such 
activities. 

“The teams have been asked to conduct 
random inspections at liquor vends and 
check their inventory for irregularities, if 
there are any," said an excise department 
official.On Thursday, the manager of the 
liquor vend was arrested in connection 
with the case. However, owners of the 
vend, from which around 3,920 cases and 
174 bottles of premium imported liquor 
were seized, remain at large. These 
bottles, stored at a warehouse located at 
L-1/L-14A, lacked the mandatory 
hologram trace strips.The accused, 
identified as Ajay (26) from Fatehabad's 
Nadhauri,

 revealed during the interrogation that he 
was the manager of the wine shop where 
the foreign liquor was stored under his 
supervision. He will be produced in court 
for police remand. "During police 
remand, the accused will be intensively 
interrogated about his involvement in 
bringing and storing the recovered 
liquor," said a police spokesperson. 
Further action will be taken based on the 
facts uncovered during the interrogation. 

Gurgaon.(Agency)
 Punjab and Haryana high court has asked 

the Haryana govt to place on record a 
clear and legally sound definition of what 
constitutes the Aravali forest landscape in 
the state. The matter will next be heard on 
Jan 9, 2026, when the state is expected to 
place its affidavit before the court 
"mapping the exact area" covered under 
the Aravalis in line with earlier Supreme 
Court rulings and a fresh apex court 
judgment delivered last month.

The bench of Chief Justice Sheel Nagu and 
Justice Sanjiv Berry on Tuesday — while 
hearing a public interest litigation filed by 
activist Harinder Dhingra — directed 
principal chief conservator of forests 
(PCCF) Vineet Kumar Garg to "finally 
place a legally defensible" Aravali map 
on record, something the state has never 
done despite recurring ecological 
conflicts in Gurgaon, Faridabad, Nuh and 
Mahendragarh. The timing is crucial. The 
region continues to face pressure from 

real estate expansion, road projects, 
mining and repeated attempts to alter 
land classifications.PCCF Garg said the 
department would begin compiling the 
required information. He told TOI, "The 
forest department would seek datasets 
from the mining department and Haryana 
Space Applications Centre, examine the 
court's order once received and prepare 
the compliance report within the 
stipulated time. We also have Forest 
Survey of India data, which we will also 
analyse before submitting."The affidavit 
is expected to clearly state how much 
land qualifies as forest based on the SC's 
interpretation and outline the boundaries 
of the Aravali ecosystem as recognised in 
law, not just revenue notations.Precise 
identification of Aravali forest areas has 
been central to disputes over the 
diversion of gair-mumkin pahar land, 
forest patches falling under the 
Godavarman ambit and zones where the 
state has been asked to halt or regulate 

construction. Dhingra had sought clarity 
on the extent of Haryana's Aravali land 
and the status of forest protection across 
the range.The bench cited long-standing 
directions issued by SC in the TN 
Godavarman forest conservation matter, 
which for nearly three decades has guided 
how states must identify and safeguard 
forest land irrespective of revenue 
classifications.The HC also relied on the 
SC's Nov 29, 2025, judgment in an 
interlocutory application related to the 
Godavarman case. That order bluntly 
acknowledged the definitional gap that 

has allowed states to interpret the 
Aravalis in different ways. The 
apex court noted in paragraph 31: 
"As against this, Ms Bhati, the 
ASG, submitted that if the 
definition of Aravali Hills and 
Ranges as suggested by the FSI is 
accepted, it would exclude large 
areas from the Aravali Hills and 
Ranges. She, however, submitted 
that if the definition as suggested by 

the committee is adopted, a larger area 
would be included as part of the Aravali 
Hills and Ranges." Environmental 
analyst Chetan Agarwal said, "The 
definitional exercise will have major 
implications. If the 100-metre height 
criterion is applied, nearly 90% of 
Haryana's Aravalis fall out of the 
definition. Keeping the present scenario 
in mind, the HC's direction is significant 
because it requires the state to explain the 
area using both FSI data and its own 
records.”

Greater SPR back on 
drawing board, set to link 

new sectors with NH8, KMP

No one gives jobs’: How murder-accused tag has made 
them unemployable despite bail in Akhlaq case

Noida.(Agency)
For the men once named as 

accused in the Akhlaq murder 
case, life has never returned to 
normal. The "murder accused" 
label has followed them long 
after their release on bail, 
s h u t t i n g  m o s t  d o o r s  t o  
employment  and leaving 
families in a limbo.The 2015 
murder case, which began with 
an FIR naming 10 persons and 
later expanded to 18 accused, 
has left its mark on every 
individual involved. Two of the 
accused, Ravi and Rohit, have 
died — one in judicial custody 
and the other in a workplace 
accident. Three were declared 
juveniles. The rest, now out on 
bail, have found themselves 
virtually unemployable, with 
both govt offices and private 
companies unwilling to hire 
them.

Rupendra (32) was a law student 
when he was named as the main 
accused. Unable to find work, he 
now sells chole-kulche from a 
thela in the village, a far cry from 
his earlier ambitions.Vivek (30) 
continues to work as an 
electrician, while his younger 
brother Sachin, who was a minor 
at the time, works as a labourer. 

Brothers Hariom and Shriom 
also earn daily wages, having 
f a i l e d  t o  s e c u r e  s t a b l e  
j o b s . S a n d e e p ,  w h o  w a s  
unemployed before the incident, 
now runs a small auto-parts 
shop. Saurabh is jobless, but his 
brother Gaurav has managed to 
find work with a private 
company in Greater Noida. 
Vinay, once a home guard, lost 
his job after his arrest and 
remains unemployed. Hariom, 
previously jobless, now drives a 

van, ferrying schoolchildren. 
Puneet, another minor at the 
time, works as a security 
guard.Arun, now 40, still works 
as a vet in Bisada, but the case, 
he said, had destroyed his 
professional network. "I was 
arrested after the incident and 
spent 18 months in jail. I had a 
toddler and my wife was 
pregnant at the time. She 
delivered our baby while I was 
still in jail. I spent nearly Rs 7-8 
lakh on the legal battle. After 

bail, I lost my network and my 
livelihood suffered. Alongside 
my vet work, I now buy and sell 
fly ash to make ends meet," he 
said.Vishal Rana (29) was 
pursuing a pharmacy degree 
when he was arrested. He spent 
nearly 22 months in jail, 
abandoned his studies, and 
struggled to find work after his 
release. "The case was in the 
limelight for years, and it 
tarnished the name of Bisada 
and the people involved. No 

private company offers jobs to 
those whose names are in police 
records. 

After a lot of struggle, Vishal has 
started a restaurant in Surajpur 
area," his father, Sanjay Rana, 
recalled. 

Friends’ reunion, a trip from 
Kerala: All for a bite of  Apple 
moment as first Noida store 
opens

Noida.(Agency)
 The district administration has ordered booth-level 

officers (BLOs) to carry out a fresh round of verification 
of voters marked as "absent, shifted or dead" (ASD), as 
part of a final push to clean up electoral records before 
the draft rolls are published on Dec 31.

The directive follows a decision by the Election 
Commission of India (ECI) to extend the Special 
Intensive Revision (SIR) enumeration period in six 
states and Union Territories, including UP, after state 
chief electoral officers sought more time. Under the 
revised schedule, UP's enumeration window has been 
extended from Dec 11 to Dec 26, with the publication of 
draft rolls moved to Dec 31 from Dec 16.

In Noida, where 1,868 BLOs are responsible for the 
verification exercise, 1,321 have already completed full 
digitisation of voter forms.These officers have now been 
instructed to set up verification camps at their respective 
booths, publicly announce the names of voters tagged in 
the ASD category, and confirm their status before the 
draft list is finalised."BLOs who have completed 100% 
digitisation have been told to reverify entries marked as 
absent, shifted or dead. The aim is to minimise claims 
and objections after Dec 31," said additional district 
election officer and ADM Atul Kumar.Officials said the 
district has reached 75% digitisation of electoral forms, 
but only 58% have so far been mapped against the 2003 
base roll used to verify continuity in voter records. 
Another 17% remain unmapped. Currently, around 4.3 
lakh of the district's 18.7 lakh voters, or 23%, are marked 
in the ASD category.Noida accounts for the highest 
share of ASD entries within the district. Of its 7.7 lakh 
voters, 27% have been flagged: over 1% as deceased, 
11% as untraceable, 13% as permanently shifted and 
more than 1% as duplicate entries.In Dadri, which has 
7.3 lakh voters, 19.5% fall in the ASD bracket, while 
Jewar has marked 19% of its 3.7 lakh voters in the 
category.The pattern is broadly similar in neighbouring 
Ghaziabad, though officials said digitisation lags at 
59%. More than 24% of forms have been mapped with 
the 2003 rolls, while 37% remain unmapped. Around 
36% (over 10 lakh names) of Ghaziabad's 28.4 lakh 
voters are currently classified as ASD and may be liable 
for deletion if not verified in time.

‘Missing’ voters to be re-
verified after SIR rolls pushed 
to Dec 31

Noida.(Agency)
 Had there been a fan trophy for the occasion, Krishnan 

would have been a clear winner.In the continuous 
throng of visitors who wanted to be a part of the 
"moment" – the launch of the first Apple Store in the city 
– the young IT professional had made the longest 
dash."I had missed the Mumbai and Delhi launches as I 
was not in town at that time. I wanted to see the 
countdown live," said Krishnan, who flew in from 
Kerala, undeterred by the IndiGo crisis. He simply had 
to be here. "I saw videos of the other stores opening and 
wanted to experience what it's like when the doors open 
for the first time," the Apple fan gushed during the 
launch at Mall of India on Thursday, the American 
phonemaker's first store in UP, second in Delhi-NCR 
and fifth in India.For Puneet Bhardwaj, who came all 
the way from Agra, the launch of the Apple store became 
the backdrop for a special moment – a reunion with his 
college friends years later. They planned it, all dressed 
identically, and did their photo op as soon as the gates 
opened at 1pm. "We did not want to miss the countdown 
experience, the crowd echoing 3, 2, 1 in unison. We 
delayed our reunion so that we could do this together," 
he said.Saddam, who too was at Noida Apple during the 
launch, said he had taken a day off from work and came 
from Faridabad to explore the store. "Authorised 
resellers only keep basic products and don't have an 
extensive range. If you ask them a technical question, 
half the time they don't have detailed answers," he said, 
standing near the display of iPad accessories. The store 
experience was just as he had expected with 80 trained 
representatives available at hand to answer all questions 
thrown at them and demonstrate features to 
buyers.Existing Apple users said the store had practical 
benefits for them. "The biggest will be service and 
expertise," said one. Another said it will spare the drive 
to Saket for troubleshooting her iPhone.

Cracker sparks burn down 3 shops, 6 bikes

Missing grass, piling debris: Greater Noida 
parks in urgent need for makeover
Noida.(Agency)

 Residents have urged Greater Noida 
Industrial Development Authority 
(GNIDA) to address the poor condition 
of parks and green belts, particularly in 
Beta 1, Gamma 1, and the area from Pari 
Chowk to Surajpur. They complained 
about missing grass and piles of 
construction debris and waste, calling 
for immediate action."The current 
condition of the green belt from Pari 
Chowk to Surajpur is pathetic. Instead 
of a green landscape, we are met with 
bricks, stones, and debris. The grass has 
vanished, leaving large patches of dry 
soil," said Harinder Bhati, RWA general 
secretary of Beta 1, adding that the 

condition of the parks is alarming, with 
large potholes now posing safety risks 
f o r  r e s i d e n t s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
children.Nidhi Sharma, a resident of 
Sector Gamma 1, echoed Bhati's 
concerns, noting that the situation is 
consistent across various parks and 
green spaces in the area. "These parks 
used to be vibrant and full of life, but 
now they are unkempt and filled with 
f i l th ,"  she  sa id .Despi te  many 
complaints having been raised over a 
significant period, residents said that the 
GNIDA's horticulture department has 
been negligent in maintaining these 
areas. "It appears that there is a lack of 
accountability among officials.

In 2017, there was a brief glimmer of hope when the accused were offered contractual jobs at 
NTPC Dadri. But once the matter drew public attention, NTPC withdrew the offers, leaving the 
men to fend for themselves once again.With the state govt now considering withdrawal of the 
case, their families hope for relief and a chance to move on. "If the govt wants to withdraw it, it 
will be good for communal harmony," said Sanjay Rana.On Sept 28, 2015, 52-year-old Akhlaq 
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Malagar khamano

Fatehgarh Sahib, 12,
December  The Central
Government has released
funds of about Rs 50 lakh
for the year 2024/25
under the 15th Finance
Commission for the devel-
opment works of villages
in Khamano block under
the historical district Sri
Fatehgarh Sahib. These
funds were confirmed by
BDPO of Khamano block
Madam Vanita. In this
regard, she said that the
Punjab Government and
the concerned Central
Government are paying
special attention to the
development works of the
villages.  Under the initia-
tive of the Punjab govern-
ment, funds worth about
three crore 59 lakh rupees
have been released by the
central government under
the Fifteenth Finance
Commission and under
these funds, expenditure
is being made for supply
schemes, streets, drains,

special garbage dumps
etc. under block
Khamano. These funds

will be spent in 77 villages
of block Khamano. He
said that under the trans-
parency of the Punjab gov-
ernment, these funds are
being spent with complete
honesty and under the
rules. Estimates for neces-
sary works are being
sought from the sub-divi-
sional engineers of various
departments such as the
water supply and sanita-
tion department. He said
that the current MLAs of
the constituency, mem-
bers of parliament and the
panchayats of the block
are fully cooperating for

these development works.
Regarding these funds,
the sub-divisional engi-

neer of the water supply
and sanitation department
Gagandeep Singh Virk
said that the estimates of
repairs, machinery etc. of
about 8 water supply
schemes under the block
were sent to the con-
cerned BDPO office, the
rest are being sent to the
villages under other
schemes.  Estimates are
being prepared regarding
pipelines in the. He said
that with these funds, the
basic water facilities of the
people of the rural areas of
the block Khamano will be
greatly improved.
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The Sikh Times
New Delhi: The national

capital woke up to a blanket
of toxic smog on Saturday
morning, with the average
Air Quality Index (AQI) hit-
ting 333 at 7 am in the "very
poor" category, according to
the Central Pollution Control
Board (CPCB). Despite a
slight improvement from the
recent weeks, several parts
of the city remained shroud-
ed in a dense layer of toxic
smog. Many areas, including
Ghazipur Mandi, Anand
Vihar, and Wazirpur, report-
ed thick haze early this
morning, with visibility
remaining significantly
reduced. According to
CPCB, many regions of the
National Capital fell into the
'very poor' category. The
area around Anand Vihar
was blanketed in a dense
layer of toxic smog, with an
AQI of 366 in the 'very poor'
category. According to
CPCB data, Sonia Vihar

recorded an AQI of 352,
Wazirpur measured 359,
while Ghazipur Mandi
recorded 366. Bawana
recorded the highest AQI of

375 at 7 am, placing it in the
'very poor' category. In con-
trast, NSIT Dwarka record-
ed an AQI of 260, which falls
under the 'poor' category,
according to data from the
Central Pollution Control

Board (CPCB). The India
Gate and Kartavya Path area
is blanketed by a layer of
toxic smog that covers the
city. The AQI (Air Quality

Index) in the area is 311, cat-
egorised as 'Very Poor'.
Sonia Gandhi 'in rare
speech’ accuses BJP of ‘vilify-
ing’ Nehru's legacy, says
‘systematic attempt being
made to defame him’'

According to AQI categorisa-
tion, 0-50 is 'good', 51-100
'satisfactory', 101-200 'mod-
erate', 201-300 'poor', 301-400
'very poor', and 401-500

'severe'. Further to combat
the continuously detoriating
air quality in the national cap-
ital and its adjoining areas,
the Ministry of
Environment, Forest and
Climate Change,
Government of India, has
released a statement regard-
ing the alarming levels of
pollution in Delhi. The state-

ment issued on Friday in
response to a question
raised by MP Dr. Laxmikant
Bajpayee in the Rajya Sabha,
asking whether it is a fact
that "one in every seven
deaths in Delhi can be attrib-
uted to the city's toxic air as
claimed by several studies
and reported in the media".
The Minister of State in the
Ministry of Environment,
Forest and Climate Change,
Kirti Vardhan Singh,
responded by saying various
studies have been conduct-
ed by academic and
research institutes on the
impact of air pollution.
During the year 2025, not a
single day the AQI has
reached the severe plus level
in Delhi. The government
continues to take measures
to address the issue in Delhi-
NCR. The government has
established the Commission
for Air Quality Management
(CAQM) under the

Commission for Air Quality
Management in NCR and
Adjoining Areas Act, 2021, to
oversee air quality manage-
ment in Delhi-NCR and
adjoining areas. The
Commission has been
addressing the issue of air
pollution in Delhi-NCR in a
collective, collaborative, and
participative mode involving
all major stakeholders.  The
Commission has issued 95
Statutory Directions to guide
and direct various actions
toward the abatement of air
pollution in the region and
has prepared a Graded
Response Action Plan
(GRAP) to tackle pollution
during peak winter months.
The government has also
implemented stricter emis-
sion norms for polluting
activities in NCR and con-
ducts regular review meet-
ings to monitor progress.

Delhi wakes up to toxic smog as AQI hits
333, remains in 'very poor' category

For development works of villages in Khamano
block under 15th Finance Commission

With the support of Punjab Government, water supply
schemes will be improved

Illegal firearms supply
nexus busted; 4 held
New Delhi: Four persons were arrested after the

Delhi Police unearthed a nexus supplying illegal
firearms to the national capital from Uttar Pradesh, an
official said on Friday. Those arrested have been identi-
fied as Babu, alias Aslam, (22) Santosh, alias Sandeep
Chauhan, (32) Mohammad Bilal (22) and Azeem, alias
Gatua (35). According to the police, the crackdown
began after a tip-off was received on November 19 that
Babu, who was previously involved in robbery, murder
and theft cases, would arrive in Model Town to deliver a
firearm to one of his associates. Based on the input, a
trap was laid and Babu was apprehended from the spot.
The cops recovered a cream-colour pouch from his
jeans belt, which contained two pistols and five live car-
tridges, Joint Commissioner of Police (NR) Vijay Singh
said in a statement. During interrogation, the accused
said he had been earlier arrested in 2024 in a firearm-
related case. Babu came into contact with Santosh, who
used to procure illegal firearms from Aligarh in UP and
supply them in Delhi. Based on Babu’s disclosure, co-
accused Santosh was also
arrested and two sophisticat-
ed weapons and three coun-
trymade pistols were recov-
ered from his possession,
the Joint CP added. 

NAME CHANGE
I Ridhima D/o Late Bhaskar Tiwari R/o
241/69-70, Shiv Hanuman Mandir Ke
Pass, Tilak Nagar, Bilaspur,
Chhattisgarh - 495001, have changed
my name to Shrida Tiwari.

NAME CHANGE
I Taufique Alam S/o Md.Tauhid Husain
R/o Post-Kargahar, Sasaram, Rohtas,
Bihar - 821115, have changed my
name to Md.Pintu Alam.

NAME CHANGE
I, hitherto known as SHWETA
KUMAR W/O NEERAJ KUMAR
R/O T-3-2102, GODREJ WOODS,
SECTOR-43, NOIDA, GAUTAM
BUDDHA NAGAR, UTTAR
PRADESH-201303 have changed
my name and shall hereafter be
known as SHWETTA BALI BAB-
BAR I have changed my name only
not my religion.  It is certified that I
have complied with other legal
requirements in the connection

NAME CHANGE
I, Dharmendra Kumar son of Sri
Rajveer Singh, r/o C-1/105. C-1
Block, Vinod Puri, Palam Village,
South West Delhi-110045, have
changed my name from
Dharmendra Kumar to Arvind
Chauhan and be known as Arvind
Chauhan for all purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I , Arunn  Malhotra S/O: Parveen
Kumar Malhotra, R/O House No. 14,
Road No. 42, West Punjabi Bagh,
Punjabi Bagh, PO: Punjabi Bagh,
DIST: West Delhi, Delhi - 110026,
have change the name of my minor
daughter Myrah Malhotra aged 13
years and she shall hereafter be
known as MYRRAH MALHOTRA.

NAME CHANGE
I ABDUL RAHMAN S/O MOHD
MOHIBULLAH KHAN R/O E-50 GALI
NO. 8 SHASTRI PARK SEELAMPUR
NORTH EAST DELHI-110053 HAVE
CHANGED MYNAME FROM ABDUL
RAHMAN TO ABDUL REHMAN FOR
ALL FUTURE PURPOSES.

NAME CHANGE
I, YASMIN BEGUM W/o Rais Ahmed
R/o 1396, Pahari Imli, Jama Masjid,
Delhi-110006, have changed my
name to YASMEEN permanently

NAME CHANGE
I, ROHAN SACHDEVA R/o 6/18,
Second Floor, East Patel Nagar, Delhi-
110008, have changed my minor son’s
name from ADIRAJ SACHDEVA to
ADHIRAJ SACHDEVA permanently

NAME CHANGE
I, DAYA SHANKAR SHARMA S/O
Puran Chand R/o J-13, Adhyapak
Nagar, Nangloi, Delhi-110041, have
changed my  name to DAYA
SHANKER SHARMA permanently

NAME CHANGE
I WANIA D/O MOHAMMAD AKMAL
RESIDING AT HOUSE NO 2991
FIRST FLOOR KAZIWARA DARYA
GANJ NEW DELHI -110002 HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME FROM WANIA
TO WANIYA AKMAL FOR ALL
FUTURE PURPOSE

NAME CHANGE
I JESSY THOMAS W/O ARUN JOSE
R/O 7/3C SECOND FLOOR, TYPE 3
QUARTERS, MANDIR MARG ,
OPPOSITE D T E A SCHOOL, D I Z
AREA SECTOR-2 NEW DELHI -
110001, I have changed my name to
JESSY ARUN Permanently for all
Future purpose

NAME CHANGE
I DEEPAK S/O BRIJESH SINGH
R/O 16/3 3RD FLOOR INDIRA
VIKAS COLONY DR MUKHERJEE
NAGAR NORTH WEST DELHI
110009 HAVE CHANGED MY NAME
TO DEEPAK SINGH

NAME CHANGE
I GIRISHCHANDR THAPLIYAL S/O
ANSUYA PRASAD R/O , H.NO- 153 ,
THIRD FLOOR E -BLOCK  NEAR,
INDRA PARK, SHASTRI NAGAR
DELHI-110052, I have changed my
name to GIRISH CHANDRA
Permanently for all Future purpose

NAME CHANGE
I KAJAL ASHOK PANJWANI W/O
AVINASH SABHNANI R/O H.NO
1201 A TOWER D, PIONEER PRE-
SIDIA GOLF COURSE EXTENSION
ROAD SECTOR -62 GURGAON
HARYANA -122001, I have changed
my name to KAJAL SABHNANI
Permanently for all Future purpose

NAME CHANGE
I SHAHNAZ W/O MOHD IQUBAL
AHMED R/O 576 , H BLOCK J J
COLONY SHAKUR PUR DELHI-
110034, I have changed my name to
SHAHNAZ BEGAM Permanently for
all Future purpose

NAME CHANGE
I, GOSAVI SHESHABAI GUN-
DUGIR Mother of No-17009827W
Rank-HMT Name-GOSAVI
SHANKAR GUNDUGIR Presently
residing at VILL-BHOSGA, PO-
DASTAPUR, TEH-LOHARA, DIST-
DHARASHIV, MAHARASHTRA-
413602, have changed my name
from GOSAVI SHESHABAI GUN-
DUGIR to SHASHIKALA GUN-
DUGIRI GOSAVI for all future purpos-
es and in my son’s service records my
date of birth wrongly mentioned as
01/11/1960 instead of my correct date
of birth as 01/01/1968 vide Affidavit
dated 12/12/2025 before Notary
Public Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, GOSAVI SAROJA Wife of No-
17009827W Rank-HMT Name-
GOSAVI SHANKAR GUNDUGIR
Presently residing at VILL-BHOSGA,
PO-DASTAPUR, TEH-LOHARA,
DIST-DHARASHIV, MAHARASH-
TRA-413602, have changed my name
from GOSAVI SAROJA to SAROJA
SHANKAR GOSAVI for all future pur-
poses vide Affidavit dated 12/12/2025
before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, KULDEEP S/O SATYADEV R/o
PHASE 2 SAILOK COLONY SANTA
GANDHI ROAD SANTA MIL CHAN-
DAUSI SAMBHAL UTTAR
PRADESH-244412  I HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME TO
KULDEEP VERMA FOR ALL
FUTURE PURPOSES

NAME CHANGE
I, SANDEEP KHATEEK S/O SHRI
RAMESH KHATEEK R/O KHATIK
MOHALLA, PURANI CHHAWANI,
GWALIOR, MADHYA PRADESH-
474010, HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO SANDEEP KUMAR
KHATIK S/O RAMESH KHATIK FOR
ALL FUTURE PURPOSES

NAME CHANGE
I, VUNGNGAIH LUN wife of No.-
15684670N, Rank-HAV, Name-N
DOUKHANLAL residing at VILL-
BUNGMUAL, PO-NEW LAMKA,
TEHSIL&DIST-CHURACHANDPUR,
MANIPUR-795006, have changed my
name from VUNGNGAIH LUN to
VUNGNGAIHLUN for all future pur-
poses vide Affidavit dated 12/12/2025
before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, No.-15684670N, Rank-HAV, Name-N
DOUKHANLALresiding at VILL-BUNG-
MUAL, PO-NEW LAMKA,
TEHSIL&DIST-CHURACHANDPUR,
MANIPUR-795006, have changed my
minor daughter’s name from JOY NUN-
HOIH to JOYNUNHOIH for all future
purposes vide affidavit dated 12/12/2025
Before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, M THANGAVEL Father of JC-
314339X Rank-NB SUB Name-T KAR-
NAN Presently residing at VILL-P SAN-
GARALINGAPURAM, PO-T
RAMANATHAPURAM, TEHSIL-
PERAIYUR, DIST-MADURAI, TAMIL
NADU-625535, have changed my
name from M THANGAVEL to
THANGAVEL M for all future purposes
and in my son’s service records my date
of birth wrongly mentioned as
01/07/1964 instead of my correct date of
birth as 15/03/1964 vide Affidavit dated
12/12/2025 before Notary Public Delhi

NAME CHANGE
I, M GURUVAMMAL Mother of JC-
314339X Rank-NB SUB Name-T KAR-
NAN Presently residing at VILL-P SAN-
GARALINGAPURAM, PO-T
RAMANATHAPURAM, TEHSIL-
PERAIYUR, DIST-MADURAI, TAMIL
NADU-625535, have changed my
name from M GURUVAMMAL to
GURUVAMMAL T for all future purpos-
es and in my son’s service records my
date of birth wrongly mentioned as
01/07/1965 instead of my correct date of
birth as 28/07/1971 vide Affidavit dated
12/12/2025 before Notary Public Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, RAJSHREE D/O RATI KANT JHA
R/O FLATNO-G-05, BRAHMAAPART-
MENT,, PLOT NO-7, SECTOR-7,
DWARKA, SOUTH WEST DELHI-
110075,. have changed my name to
RAJSHREE JHA for all future purposes.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Re: All that piece and parcel of-
Property bearing No. C-3/197, area
measuring 25 Sq. Yds. i.e. 20.90 Sq.
Mtrs. Situated at in the abadi of Nand
Nagri, Delhi. hereinafter referred as
the “said property”.
NOTICE is hereby given to general
public that our client, Mr. Firoz Khan
(hereinafter called the “owner”) is the
absolute owner of the said property
vide Relinquishment Deed dated
06.09.2024 executed by Mrs. Nanahi
Begum, Mrs. Iram Bano, Mrs. Firdosh
and Mrs. Jannat. The said owner has
also informed that initially Mr.
Mahaveer Singh was the owner of the
said property including other property
which have been transferred to Mr.
Munna Khan, Mr. Shabu Deen, Mr.
Babu Deen, Mr. Jalaludeen and Mr.
Jamaludeen on POA basis vide GPA
and ATS dated 13.11.1995.
Thereafter, these owners have exec-
utive partition deed among them-
selves and Mr. Munna Khan became
the owner of the said property. But
after the death of Mr. Munna Khan on
17.12.2022, leaving behind legal heirs
namely Mrs. Nanahi Begum, Mrs.
Iram Bano, Mrs. Firdosh, Mrs. Jannat
and Mr. Firoz Khan and out of them
four legal heirs relinquished their
respective share of the said property
in favour of Mr. Firoz Khan vide a
Relinquishment Deed dated
06.09.2024. Hence, Mr. Firoz Khan
has become the owner of the said
property. The said owner has also
informed that the said property is not
mortgage anywhere and there is no
dispute or any litigation pending upon
the said property.
Any person including Bank/s,
Financial Institution/s, relative/s hav-
ing any claim, right, title or any interest
of any nature whatsoever into or upon
the said property is hereby called
upon to make the same known, in
writing, with documentary evidence,
by Registered AD Post, to the under-
signed at the address mentioned
herein below within 07 days of publi-
cation of this notice and in the event of
no response having been received to
the notice, the title of the owner in
respect of the said property shall be
deemed to be clear of any charge or
encumbrance of any nature whatso-
ever and any subsequent claim shall
not bind our client/owner, in any man-
ner whatsoever.

Shivkant Arora Advocate
For M/s Intellective Law Offices

A-74, Lower Ground Floor,
Defence Colony, New Delhi-110024

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I
Aditya Sablania S/O Yoginder
Kumar, R/O 11647 Sat Nagar, Gali
No-1, karol bagh, Central Delhi, Delhi
- 110005, declare that name of my
father has been wrongly written as
Yoginder Kumar Sablania in my 10th
and 12th class educational docu-
ments. The actual name of my father
is Yoginder Kumar, respectively
which may be amended accordingly.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I
Yoginder Kumar S/O Sukh Lal, R/O
11647, Gali 1, Sat Nagar, Karol
Bagh , Central Delhi, Delhi, 110005,
declare that name of mine has been
wrongly written as Yoginder Kumar
Sablania in my minor daughter
namely Rudrakshi Sablania aged
13 years in her school record. The
actual name of mine is Yoginder
Kumar, respectively which may be
amended accordingly.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that  We,
KRISHAN PAL aged about 46 years
S/o Mr. LAKHMI CHAND & Mrs.
JAGRITY aged about 48 years W/o
Mr. KRISHAN PAL BOTH RESI-
DENT OF HOUSE NO. 3, GALI NO.
6/C, MOLAR BAND EXTN.
BADARPUR, SOUTH DELHI,
DELHI-110044, have
separated/debarred our disobedient
son namely "PANKAJ KUMAR"
aged about 31 years & his wife
namely "DOLY PANCHAL" aged
about 30 years, they have been
residing separately from our home,
We have disowned/disinherited
them from our moveable and
immoveable properties. If any per-
son's deal with any consideration
amount they have sole responsible.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I,
RAVINDER son of Shri SEVA RAM,
residing at 439, Block C-1,
Sultanpuri Delhi-110086, declare
that name of mine has been wrongly
written as RAVINDER KUMAR  in
my minor daughter BHAWNA aged
16 years in her 10th Class
Educational Documents. The actual
name of mine is RAVINDER, which
may be amended accordingly.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Be it known to all public that my client
Mr. Irshad Alam, aged about 67
years old and his wife Mrs. Nikhat
Parveen w/o Sh. Irshad Alam both
presently residing at House No.
27/24, Block-A, Khanpur Extension,
Dr. Ambedkar Nagar, New Delhi-
110044 have severed all relations
with his son namely Ehtesham Alam
s/o Irshad Alam and his legally wed-
ded wife Khushboo Khatoon d/o Mr.
Kalamuddin disowned them from all
their immovable and movable prop-
erties here and all across the country
due to their disobedience and bad
behaviour. My clients shall not
responsible for their any acts and
deeds in any manner whatsoever.

NISCHAL SHARMA
ADVOCATE

OFF: 101, CENTRAL MARKET
DAKSHIN PURI

NEW DELHI-110062

NAME CHANGE
I, Rajan Kumar Prasad S/o Shri Jai
Narayan Prasad R/o 56C, Ground
Floor, Sector-4, Pushp Vihar, New
Delhi-110017, have changed my
minor daughter's name from Anshika
aged about 14 years to Aanshika
Kashyawp for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, Sunita wife of Yogesh Kumar residing
at E-83, Lal Kuan, Badarpur, PO:
Badarpur, District: South Delhi, Delhi-
110044, have changed my name from
Sunita to Gayatri for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I Charanjeet S/O Om Prakash Add
House no C - 10 Street no 6 Rajapuri
Uttam nagar Delhi 110059 Changed
my name to  Charanjeet Budhiraja

NAME CHANGE
I SPARSH D/O SUNIL PARCHA
R/O 1806/52 NAI WALAN KAROL
BAGH CENTRAL DELHI 110005
HAVE CHANGED MY NAME TO
SPARSH PARCHA

NAME CHANGE
I, KANTA GUPTA, W/O RIPU
DAMAN GUPTA, R/O H. NO. 1357,
SECTOR-7, URBAN ESTATE,
KARNAL, HARYANA-132001,
HEREBY DECLARE THAT KAVITA
GUPTA AND KANTA GUPTA
REFER TO ONE AND THE SAME
PERSON. HENCEFORTH, I SHALL
BE KNOWN AS KAVITA GUPTA
FOR ALL FUTURE PURPOSES.

NAME CHANGE
I, hitherto known as SAMO DEVI
W/O NANWA R/O H. NO.-J-90,
GALI NO.-4 PUNJABI BASTI,
ANAND PARVAT, CENTRAL
DELHI, DELHI-110005, have
changed my name and shall here-
after be known as SUMMAN DEVI.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby given to the General
Public that Mr. Rahul Sehgal S/o Mr.
Ramesh Chander Sehgal in respect
of Built-up Upper Ground Floor, area
measuring 84 Sq. Yds., i.e., 70.23
Sq. Mtrs., without roof rights, Built on
Property bearing No. 1/5098, on Plot
No. 27, out of Khasra No. 204, situat-
ed at Village Sikdarpur, in the abadi
of Gali No. 4, Balbir Nagar, Illaqa
Shahdara Delhi- 110032 by virtue of
Family Will dated 04.07.2020, exe-
cuted by Mr. Ramesh Chander
Sehgal S/o Late Mr. Ram Sahai
Sehgal and said property to be sold
to Sunita Gupta and same to be
finance by SMFG India Home
Finance Co. Ltd., General public
hereby informed that if anybody has
any charge/interest/title in the said
property or any kind of dispute kindly
inform the undersigned in writing on
the below mentioned address within
07 days of the present.

Rahul Raj, Advocate,
SG Associates (Law Firm ) 

B-01, Plot no. 20, Koushambhi near
HDFC Bank, U.P.

E-MAIL: sgassociatespl@gmail.com
Ph: 0120-4968888, 8130309204.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby given to the General
Public that Mr. Ashish Sharma S/o Mr.
A.K. Sharma in respect of Plot of land
area measuring 100 Sq. Yds., out of
Khasra No. 301, situated at Village
Kondli in the Abadi of Pandit Mohalla,
Delhi  by virtue of Notarized GPA,
regd. SPA, ATS and Will dated
28.04.2025, executed by Mr. Shri
Niwas S/o Mr. Net Ram and said
property to be sold to Sudha devi and
same to be finance by SMFG India
Home Finance Co. Ltd., General pub-
lic hereby informed that if anybody
has any charge/interest/title in the
said property or any kind of dispute
kindly inform the undersigned in writ-
ing on the below mentioned address
within 07 days of the present.

Rahul Raj, Advocate,
SG Associates (Law Firm ) 

B-01, Plot no. 20, Koushambhi near
HDFC Bank, U.P.

E-MAIL: sgassociatespl@gmail.com
Ph: 0120-4968888, 8130309204.

PUBLIC NOTICE
GENERAL PUBLIC IS HEREBY
INFORMED THAT MRS. YASMIN
WIFE OF MR. NAFEES KHAN,
R/O R-41, R-BLOCK, RAMESH
PARK, LAXMI NAGAR,
SHAKARPUR DELHI IS OWNER
AND IN POSSESSION OF
"ENTIRE BUILT-UP THIRD
FLOOR, WITHOUT ROOF
RIGHTS, PART OF BUILT-UP
PROPERTY BEARING NO. F-97,
LAND AREA MEASURING 127
SQ.YDS. I.E. 106.18 SQ.MTRS.,
OUT OF MUSTATIL NO. 54, KILLA
NO. 21/20/3, SITUATED IN THE
ABADI OF F-BLOCK, JAWAHAR
PARK, NEAR J-EXTN., LAXMI
NAGAR, IN THE AREA OF VIL-
LAGE KHUREJI KHAS, ILLAQA
SHAHDARA, DELHI-110092" AND
ACQUIRED THE SAID PROPER-
TY VIDE REGD. GPA DT.
28.12.2015 EXECUTED BY MRS.
REHANA ALTAF (1/2 SHARE)
AND SALE DEED DT. 03.07.2014
EXECUTED BY MRS. JAG
ROSHINI DEVI JAIN (1/2 SHARE).
NOW MOHD. FAZIL S/O MOHD.
ZAKIR, R/O R-235, GALI NO. 10,
RAMESH PARK, LAXMI NAGAR,
DELHI IS GOING TO PURCHASE
THE SAID PROPERTY "ENTIRE
BUILT-UP THIRD FLOOR, WITH-
OUT ROOF RIGHTS, PART OF
BUILT-UP PROPERTY BEARING
NO. F-97, LAND AREA MEASUR-
ING 127 SQ.YDS. I.E. 106.18
SQ.MTRS., OUT OF MUSTATIL
NO. 54, KILLA NO. 21/20/3, SITU-
ATED IN THE ABADI OF F-
BLOCK, JAWAHAR PARK, NEAR
J-EXTN., LAXMI NAGAR, IN THE
AREA OF VILLAGE KHUREJI
KHAS, ILLAQA SHAHDARA,
DELHI-110092", FROM OWNER /
SELLER MRS. YASMIN, WHICH
WILL BE MORTGAGED WITH
PNB HOUSING FINANCE LIMIT-
ED AS SECURITY AGAINST
HOUSING LOAN FOR PURCHAS-
ING OF SAID PROPERTY.
PLEASE CONTACT WITH WRIT-
TEN OBJECTION LETTER AND
RELEVANT DOCUMENTS TO
UNDERSIGNED IF ANYONE HAS
AN OBJECTION IN RESPECT OF
SAID PROPERTY WITHIN 10
DAYS OF THIS PUBLICATION.

ADITYA VERMA, ADVOCATE 
E-16, 1ST & 2ND FLOOR, E-

BLOCK, MANSAROVAR PARK,
SHAHDARA, DELHI-110032.

MOBILE NO. 9999042521 /
9958996685.

NAME CHANGE
I, SOBIN KUMAR S/o NATHU
MAHTO R/o H. No- 59, 2nd Floor, Flat
No-5, Gali No-19, Jain Road Bhagwati
Garden Extn Uttam Nagar,Delhi-
110059, have changed the name of
my minor Daughter AARYANA RAJ
alias AAYUSHI MEHTA aged 10
Years and she shall hereafter be
known as AARYANA RAJ.

NAME CHANGE
I, VIKAS MAKHIJA S/O RAMESH
CHANDER R/O H No-27 Third Floor
Road No -77 Punjabi Bagh Delhi-
110026, have changed the name of
my minor son AARAV MAKHIJA aged
15 Years and he shall hereafter be
known as AAROV MAKHIJA.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as Sunita alias Sunita
Gupta W/O Pawan Gupta R/O
13/141, Halka Madan, Nai Ki Mandi,
Shahaganj, Agra, UP-282010 have
changed my name and shall hereafter
be known as Usha Kumari Sunita.

NAME CHANGE
I, Alok S/O Suresh Mehta R/O D-904,
Orchard Avenue, Sec-93 Hayatpur
Gurgaon Haryana - 122505 Have
changed my name to Alok Kumar for
all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I NARESH KUMAR VERMA S/O P
L VERMA R/O H No-Rz-22-E, West
Sagarpur, Nangal Raya, South
West Delhi, Delhi-110046 have
changed the name of my minor son
SURYAANSH aged 16 years and
he shall hereafter be known as
SURYAANSH VERMA.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Public at large is informed that my
client Khalil Khan, Son of Bahadur
Khan, R/o A-70, Khurso Nagar Alvi
Chowk Basti, Hazrat Nizamuddin,
South Delhi, Delhi-110013, had dis-
owned his son Naim via newspaper
publication dated 03.02.2017. My
client now revokes the disownment of
Naim and restores all relations and
rights with him. However, Naim con-
tinues to remain disowned and
debarred. Anyone dealing with him
does so at their own risk and respon-
sibility. My client shall not be liable in
any manner. 

Deepak Singh  Advocate
Chamber No. 310, Lawyers Block

Saket Courts Complex
New Delhi-110017

M-9999684758



4WORLDSaturday 13 December 2025 The Sikh Times

BANGKOK destroyed by the bombs, and taxis and February 2024.The Arakan Army is  .(Agency)
motorbikes near the hospital were also the well-trained and well-armed  An airstrike by Myanmar ’s military 
damaged.Rakhine-based online media military wing of the Rakhine ethnic destroyed a hospital in an area 
posted photos and videos showing minority movement, which seeks controlled by a leading rebel armed 
damaged buildings and debris autonomy from Myanmar’s central force, killing 34 patients and medical 

government. It began its offensive in staff, according to a rescue worker and 
Rakhine in November 2023 and has i n d e p e n d e n t  m e d i a  r e p o r t s  
seized a strategically important Thursday.About 80 other people were 
regional army headquarters and 14 of injured in the attack Wednesday night 
Rakhine’s 17 townships.Rakhine, on the general hospital in Mrauk-U 
formerly known as Arakan, was the township, an area controlled by the 
s i t e  o f  a  b r u t a l  a r m y  ethnic Arakan Army in the western 
counterinsurgency operation in 2017 state of Rakhine.The military, which 
that drove about 740,000 minority took over Myanmar's government in 
Rohingya Muslims to seek safety 2021 and has been fighting ethnic 
across the border in Bangladesh. militias and armed resistance forces 
There is still ethnic tension between since then, has not mentioned any 

including medical equipment.The the Buddhist Rakhine and the attack in the area.Wai Hun Aung, a 
hospital has been the main source of Rohingya.senior official for rescue services in 
health care for people in Rakhine, Myanmar's shadow National Unity Rakhine, told The Associated Press 
where most hospitals have closed Government, established by elected that a jet fighter dropped two bombs at 
because of Myanmar’s civil war, said lawmakers who were barred from 9:13 p.m. with one hitting the 
Wai Hun Aung.It was reopened after taking their seats in 2021, condemned hospital’s recovery ward and the other 
doctors gathered in Mrauk-U to the airstrike.The organization urged landing near the hospital’s main 
provide much-needed medical the international community to building.He said he arrived at the 
services.Mrauk-U, located 530 pressure the military to end its actions, hospital early Thursday to provide 
kilometers (326 miles) northwest of take action against perpetrators and assistance and recorded the deaths of 
Yangon, the country’s largest city, was provide humanitarian assistance as 17 women and 17 men. He said that 
captured by the Arakan Army in soon as possible.most of the hospital building was 

NEWS BOX

Japan issues tsunami advisory after 6.7 
magnitude quake in country's northeast

Myanmar military strikes a hospital in a rebel-
controlled area, killing 34 and injuring 80 people

"1 H-1B Worker Equals 10 
Illegal Aliens": US Pollster's 
"De-Indianise" Call

Thailand's Parliament 
dissolved ahead of new 

elections early next year
 BANGKOK .   (Agency) 

Thailand’s Parliament was dissolved Friday for new 
elections early next year in a country engaged in 
deadly fighting with Cambodia.

Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul dissolved the 
House of Representatives after getting approval from 
King Maha Vajiralongkorn, whose endorsement 
became effective Friday with its publication in the 
Royal Gazette.Anutin had signaled the move with a 
Facebook post late Thursday saying: “I’d like to return 
power to the people.”The election must be held 45 to 
60 days after the royal endorsement, a period during 
which Anutin will head a caretaker government with 
limited powers that cannot approve a new budget.

His action comes at a tricky political moment, as 
Thailand is engaged in large-scale combat with 
Cambodia over long-disputed border claims. About 
two dozen people were reported killed in the fighting 
this week, while hundreds of thousands have been 
displaced on both sides.Anutin has been prime 
minister for just three months, succeeding Paetongtarn 
Shinawatra, who served only a year in office.

Anutin won the September vote in Parliament with 
support from the main opposition People’s Party in 
exchange for a promise to dissolve Parliament within 
four months and organize a referendum on the drafting 
of a new constitution by an elected constituent 
assembly,The party, which runs on progressive 
platforms, has long sought changes to the constitution, 
imposed during a military government, saying they 
want to make it more democratic.The issue of 
constitutional change appeared to trigger the 
dissolution, after the People’s Party prepared to call a 
no-confidence vote Thursday. That threat came after 
lawmakers from Anutin’s Bhumjaithai Party voted in 
favor of a bill to amend the constitution that the 
opposition party felt ran against the spirit of the 
agreement they had reached in September.

The People's Party holds the largest number of seats in 
the House of Representatives and is seen as the main 
challenger to Bhumjaithai. As news of the pending 
dissolution circulated late Thursday, its leaders said 
they hoped Anutin would still honor the agreement to 
arrange a constitutional referendum.Anutin had 
served in Paetongtarn’s former government but 
resigned from his positions and withdrew his party 
from her coalition government in June in the wake of a 
political scandal related to border tensions with 
Cambodia.Paetongtarn, daughter of former Prime 
Minister Thaksin Shinawatra, was suspended from 
office in early July after being found guilty of ethics 
violations over a politically compromising phone call 
with Cambodia’s Senate President Hun Sen ahead of 
July’s armed conflict.

WORLD

Afghan polio survivor's sock 
factory provides hope by 
employing disabled workers

HONG KONG.(Agency)
 Hong Kong pro-democracy media tycoon Jimmy Lai 

will receive the verdict in his national security trial 
on December 15, a court website showed.

Lai, who turned 78 this week, is charged with foreign 
collusion under Hong Kong's national security law, 
which Beijing imposed following huge and 
sometimes violent pro-democracy protests in 2019.

The founder of the Apple Daily newspaper has been 
behind bars since late 2020, reportedly in solitary 
confinement, with Western nations and rights groups 
calling for his release.Lai's case is scheduled for a 
60-minute hearing "for verdict" before a three-judge 
panel at 10 am (0200 GMT) on Monday, according 
to a court diary item seen on Friday.Aside from the 
collusion offence -- which could land him in prison 
for life -- Lai is also charged with "seditious 
publication", with prosecutors citing 161 items 
including op-eds with Lai's byline.Hong Kong 
authorities have repeatedly rejected criticism related 
to Lai, saying that his case was "handled strictly on 
the basis of evidence and in accordance with the law".

During his trial, which began in December 2023, Lai 
denied calling for sanctions against China and Hong 
Kong as a whole and said he never advocated 
separatism or violent resistance."The core values of 
Apple Daily are actually the core values of the 
people of Hong Kong... (including) rule of law, 
freedom, pursuit of democracy, freedom of speech, 
freedom of religion, freedom of assembly," Lai said 
in his testimony.Lai is a British citizen, and his son 
Sebastien voiced new concerns last week over the 
mogul's health.

HERAT.  (Agency) 
 In a tiny room in the center of Herat, Afghanistan’s 

westernmost city, Shahabuddin uses his hands to 
propel himself along the floor to a freshly-made pile 
of socks waiting to be sorted and packaged.A double 
amputee since a roadside bomb took both his legs a 
decade ago, when Afghanistan was mired in conflict 
between U.S.-led forces and Taliban insurgents, the 
36-year-old father of four had struggled to find work. 
Unemployed for the last decade, he had been forced 
to rely on relatives for his family’s survival.But a 
new sock production workshop in Herat employing 
only disabled workers has given him new hope.“I 
became disabled due to the explosion. Both my legs 
were amputated,” Shahabuddin, who like many 
Afghans goes by only one name, said during a brief 
pause in his work in early December. “Now I work 
here in a sock factory, and I am very happy that I have 
been given a job here.”The workshop is the 
brainchild of Mohammad Amiri, 35, a former 
grocery shop worker who started the business about a 
month ago. Amiri, himself disabled by childhood 
polio, wanted to create jobs and help provide income 
for other people with disabilities, particularly as 
many of them were injured during the conflict and 
have no other means of income.He teamed up with 
another polio survivor to start the sock factory with a 
workforce of men disabled either through traumatic 
injuries or because of congenital issues or other 
reasons. They make four types of socks: long and 
short, for winter and summer.“The factory, which is 
funded and supported by people with disabilities, 
began operations last month and currently employs 
around 50 people with disabilities,” Amiri said. 
“They are busy in the production, packaging and sale 
of socks in the city.”A combination of decades of 
conflict, a weak health care system and struggling 
economy have contributed to high levels of disability 
in Afghanistan. Data from a 2019 Model Disability 
Survey conducted by The Asia Foundation nonprofit 
organization indicates that nearly 25% of adults live 
with a mild disability, while 40% have moderate and 
about 14% have severe disabilities.

The Bangladesh Nationalist 
Party (BNP) chairperson has 
been undergoing treatment at 
Dhaka's Evercare Hospital since 
November 23 for multiple health 
complications.

 World . (Agency) 
Mark Mitchell, a leading US commentator and pollster, 

stirred a row after suggesting that major US firms 
should "de-Indianise" themselves. He said he wants 
to launch a consultancy to help corporations with the 
process. His remarks, posted on X, have sparked 
social media discussion about the role of Indian 
professionals in America's technology sector. 

"I have never in my life wanted anything more than this: 
to build a new corporate consultancy helping major 
firms de-Indianise," Mitchell posted.

The statement came days after Mitchell, the head 
pollster at Rasmussen Reports, criticised the growing 
number of Indian professionals in the United States 
under the H-1B visa programme during a podcast. 

Attack On H-1B VisaSpeaking at 'The War Room' 
podcast with Stephen Bannon, Mitchell hit out at 
Indian dominance in the H-1B visa programme and 
said sending back a senior H-1B developer working 
at top firms like Apple was economically the same as 
deporting ten illegal aliens."But for every single H-
1B, you know, senior developer at Apple that we send 
back, that's the equivalent economically, probably, of 
deporting ten illegal aliens. So, I don't know why we 
didn't do that yesterday. And the idea, yes, a lot of 
these people are entry level, but a lot of them are 
making a tonne of money," he said in the podcast 
released on December 8.The American pollster 
claimed 12 million American tech workers were left 
jobless because the "foreign-born workforce" has 
'indificated' Silicon Valley.

Bangladesh's ex-PM Khaleda Zia placed 
on ventilator support: Doctors

coastal communities.At least 34 homes but was mostly restored KATHMANDU .  (Agency) 
people were injured in that quake on Tuesday morning.Japan on Friday issued a tsunami 

Authorities had warned of advisory after a 6.7 magnitude 
possible aftershocks.Officials earthquake shook the country’s 
said after Monday's quake there northeast, according to the Japan 
was also a slight increase in risk Meteorological Agency.The quake 
of a magnitude 8-level quake occurred off the east coast of 
and possible tsunami occurring Aomori prefecture, in the north of 
along Japan’s northeastern Honshu, the main Japanese island, 
coast from Chiba, just east of at a depth of 20 kilometers (12.4 
Tokyo, to Hokkaido.miles) at 11:44 a.m. local time, 

JMA said.The Pacific coast of The agency urged residents in 182 
Hokkaido, Aomori, Iwate and municipalities in the area to 
Miyagi prefectures could see a monitor their emergency 
tsunami of up to 1 meter (3.2 feet), preparedness in the coming 
the agency added.Damage and week, reminding them that the Monday off the coast of Aomori, the 
injuries weren’t immediately clear.An caution is not a prediction of a big one.northernmost prefecture of Japan’s 
advisory is a lower level of caution The quakes occurred in the coastal main Honshu island.
than a warning. region, where a magnitude 9.0 quake A tsunami more than 2 feet (0.6 meters) 

Friday’s quake followed a 7.5 magnitude and tsunami in 2011 killed nearly above tide levels was measured in Kuji 
earthquake earlier this week in the 20,000 people and destroyed the port in Iwate prefecture before all 
north that caused injuries, light Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power tsunami advisories were lifted. Power 
damage and a tsunami in Pacific plant.was knocked out for hundreds of 

DHAKA

on elective ventilator support to but this is the first time the medical 
give rest to her lungs and other board has issued a statement 
vital organs."The Bangladesh detailing her condition.In its 
Nationalist  Party (BNP) statement, the board urged people 
c h a i r p e r s o n  h a s  b e e n  not to circulate speculation or 
undergoing treatment at  misinformation about Zia 's  
Dhaka's Evercare Hospital condition and to respect her privacy 
since November 23 for multiple and dignity."Our medical team is 
health complications.The working with the highest level of 
statement said the three-time care, attention and sincerity."Zia 
premier was kept under round- was hospitalised on November 23 
the-clock medical watch by a after she developed a chest 
team of local and foreign infection that affected both her  . (Agency) 
specialists, as several of her heart and lungs, and four days later,  Former Bangladesh prime minister Khaleda 
vital organs continue to be she was shifted to the coronary care Zia's health condition has deteriorated and 

infection of the heart valve.Treatment for this under severe stress.Her kidney unit (CCU) after several of her she was placed on ventilator support, doctors 
has been started according to international function has stopped completely, and she is health complications worsened.She was said."Her breathing difficulties increased, 
guidelines," the statement read.It said that on undergoing regular dialysis," the board said, scheduled to be flown to London last week her oxygen level fell, and carbon dioxide 
November 27, the doctors detected her "acute adding she currently needed blood with the medical board's consent but her levels rose," according to a statement on 
pancreatitis" while Zia was being transfusions.The board detected problems in scheduled departure was delayed as an air Thursday by the chief of the medical board 
administered high-quality anti-biotic and her "aortic valve" as well."As her fever ambulance offered by Qatar could not reach cardiologist Shahabuddin Talukdar.
anti-fungal drugs for "severe infections".Her persisted and echocardiography showed Dhaka.The doctors later decided the former It said the 80-year-old former premier was 
personal physician and BNP standing issues in the aortic valve, a Transoesophageal premier should receive continued treatment previously being treated with High Flow 
committee member AZM Zahid Hossain has Echocardiogram (TEE) was performed. It at the Evercare Hospital until she was Nasal Cannula and BiPAP support, but as 
briefed the media on her health several times, confirmed infective endocarditis, a serious deemed fit for the flight.there was no improvement, she was placed 

huge fines and other penalties and logical,” said Yi Fuxian, a senior scientist at  SURIN. (Agency) As deaths have outpaced births in China, 
sometimes with forced abortions. In some the University of Wisconsin-Madison.India overtook it as the world's most China will soon start collecting a value-
cases, children born over the limit were populous country in 2023.The effect of the “They used to control the population, but now added tax on contraceptive drugs and 
deprived of an identification number, they are encouraging people to have more products for the first time in over three 
effectively making them non-citizens.The babies; it is a return to normal methods to decades, a move aligned with Beijing’s 
government raised the birth limit to two m a k e  t h e s e  p r o d u c t s  o r d i n a r y  effort to get families to have more children 
children in 2015. As China’s population commodities,” Yi said.As is true in most after decades of limiting most to one child.
began to peak and then fall, it was lifted to places, most responsibility for birth “Contraceptive drugs and products” will not 
three children in 2021. Contraception has control in China falls to women. Condoms be tax-exempt as of Jan. 1, according to the 
been actively encouraged and easily are used by only 9% of couples, with country's newest value-added tax law. 
accessed, even for free.“That’s a really 44.2% using intrauterine devices and Products such as condoms will be subject 
ruthless mve,” said Hu Lingling, mother of 30.5% female sterilization, followed by to the usual 13% value-added tax imposed 
a 5-year-old who said she is determined 4.7% male sterilization, according to on most products.While state-run news 
not to have another child. She said she research released by Bill & Melinda Gates outlets have not widely highlighted the 
would “lead the way in abstinence” as a Foundation in 2022. change, it has been trending on Chinese 
rebel.“It is also hilarious, especially The rest use the pill or other methods.Given social media, drawing ridicule among 

tax "on encouraging higher fertility will be compared to forced abortions during the the authorities' longstanding invasive people who joked they'd have to be fools 
very limited. For couples who do not want family planning era,” she said. approach to their personal lives and bodies, not to know that raising a child is more 
children or do not want additional children, In 2024, 9.5 million babies were born in some women are offended by the expensive than using condoms, even if they 
a 13% tax on contraceptives is unlikely to China, about one-third fewer than the 14.7 authorities' effort to again influence their are taxed.More seriously, experts are 
influence their reproductive decisions, million born in 2019, according to the personal choices about childbearing.“It is a raising concerns over potential increases in 
especially when weighed against the far National Bureau of Statistics. That's disciplinary tactic, a management of unplanned pregnancies and sexually 
higher costs of raising a child,” said Qian despite a higher-than-usual birth rate women's bodies and my sexual desire," said transmitted diseases due to higher costs for 
Cai, director of the Demographics driven by a traditional preference to give Zou Xuan, a 32-year-old teacher in contraceptives.The ruling Communist 
Research Group at the University of birth in the Year of the Dragon, according to Pingxiang in China's southern province of Party’s past "one-child" policy was 
Virginia.Still, imposing the tax is “only Chinese astrology. Jiangxi.enforced from about 1980 until 2015 with 

Hong Kong's pro-democracy 
media tycoon Jimmy Lai's 
national security trial 
verdict on December 15

China's new 'condom tax' draws skepticism 
and worries over health risks
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citizens should remain on electoral rolls—reframing The two-day Lok Sabha debate on electoral reforms 
the debate around national security rather than should have been an opportunity to clarify 
institutional procedure. He invoked historical episodes procedures, strengthen transparency, and reaffirm 
to turn the “vote chori” charge back at the Congress, institutional neutrality at a time when public trust in 
citing precedents from the Nehru, Indira, and Sonia democratic processes is increasingly brittle. Instead, 
eras to argue that the opposition lacked moral authority it descended into a familiar political joust between 
to lecture on electoral integrity.the Leader of the Opposition Rahul Gandhi and 

Union Home Minister Amit Shah—each armed not What might have been a sober discussion on systemic 
only with arguments, but with history, grievance, and reform slid into point-scoring. Gandhi’s narrative of 
sharp-edged jibes.Rahul Gandhi levelled a sweeping democratic erosion met Shah’s counter-narrative of 
charge of “institutional capture”, accusing the Congress’s past failings. Allegations of voter 
Election Commission of operating without manipulation were matched with charges of protecting 
accountability and alleging “vote chori” through “ghuspethiyas”. Both leaders ended up appealing more 
opaque voter-roll practices, questionable deletions to their constituencies than to the substance of electoral 
under the ongoing Special Intensive Revision, and a reform.And yet, the core question remains urgent: India 

messaging as it was a call for reform.Amit Shah’s rebuttal lack of transparency in electronic voting machines’ needs a credible, transparent, error-free system of 
was equally political. He dismissed the opposition’s architecture. He demanded machine-readable electoral electoral roll revision, robust auditability, and institutional 
claims as “manufactured narratives”, arguing that SIR is a rolls, full technical disclosure of EVMs, access for parties safeguards that command cross-party trust. Without 
constitutional exercise conducted by the Election to examine them, protection of CCTV evidence, and concrete steps—legislative clarity, procedural reforms, or 
Commission independent of the government. When removal of immunities shielding election commissioners. independent oversight—the debate risks becoming 
pressed on alleged voter-roll manipulation, he countered His warning— that a future government would “change another episode of political theatre. Democracies weaken 
with the question of whether “infiltrators” and non-the law retrospectively”— was as much political not only by manipulation, but also by neglect.

Rising influence of 
the Patrushevs in 
India-Russia ties

A red herring called Macaulay

histories offer reminders of these contradictions. Many demands it? A constitutional democracy governed by the with dignity. The State cannot defend this disparity European courts seem keen to legitimise high privileges 
European countries abolished barbaric prisons barely a rule of law must guarantee humane detention for every solely on the grounds of diplomatic expediency or for other countries’ economic fugitives. Belgian courts 
century ago. Dismemberment, whipping, and long person, irrespective of nationality, status, or offence. international image. India’s limited success in securing have reportedly approved the extradition of one of 
incarcerations, even for minor offences, were once Ensuring the minimum standards universally, rather than the return of wanted persons has been a result of adroit India’s most wanted economic fugitives only after the 
common. Recall the hero in Victor Hugo’s Les selectively, would enhance the credibility of the justice diplomatic and legal efforts, rather than the strength of its Indian government furnished formal, legally-binding 
Misérables (1862), an impoverished man extradition law. The Extradition Act, 1962 is out of assurances. The government undertook to lodge him in a 
imprisoned for 18 years for stealing a loaf sync with contemporary global realities. It largely specially-prepared cell at Mumbai’s Arthur Road Jail, 
of bread. In European colonies, reflects the older paradigm of extradition centred on conforming to the standards set by the European 
nationalist leaders were left to rot in jails political offenders and non-financial crimes, Committee for the Prevention of Torture—adequate 
with appalling conditions. Yet, those discouraging the former while facilitating the latter. space, ventilation, medical care, nutritious food, media 
nations now advocate exalted human Despite amendments in 1993, the law does not access, and no solitary confinement. 
rights for criminals from other countries, adequately address the challenges posed by financial Demands for special privileges are understandable when 
often to the point of obstructing justice globalisation, India’s own economic liberalisation, the sought for a country’s own citizens. But insistence on 
itself. rise of transnational financial crimes, offenders’ such treatment for those wanted elsewhere is discordant. 

Almost all the major prisons in India were increasing ease in crossing borders, and the growing The trend reflects a newfound love of some countries for 
built by the British, primarily to practice of states offering expedited citizenship in wealthy economic fugitives. Oliver Bullough’s 2022 
incarcerate freedom fighters. The Cellular exchange for investment. bestseller, Butler to the World: How Britain Became the 
Jail in the Andamans was the most The Extradition Act is also oblivious to the stonewalling Servant of Tycoons, Tax Dodgers, Kleptocrats and 
notorious. Others such as Alipore Jail in tactics by many Western nations. While India imposes Criminals, lucidly captures this phenomenon and its 
Kolkata, Naini Jail in Prayagraj, and no restriction on the extradition of its own nationals and corrosive effects. Every individual, including an accused 
Yerawada Jail in Pune also served as sites has been accommodative on such matters, most other or a convict, is entitled to basic human rights. But 
of confinement and torture for countless nations rarely reciprocate. They often refuse to demanding special comforts under the guise of human 
nationalist leaders.Built in 1926, Arthur extradite their own citizens to India and are rights reflects troubling double standards and a 
Road Jail in Mumbai continues to increasingly becoming intransigent in extraditing even transactional stance to justice. Using it as an excuse to 
function as the city’s central prison. It third-country nationals involved in economic offences embrace a fugitive moneybag’s assets is an open 

system and obviate the need for external assurances in houses a mix of inmates—business leaders, public or other serious crimes.endorsement of financial crimes.This is paradoxical 
extradition proceedings.If India provides superior officials, celebrities, and political figures—with some of India’s extradition framework must be strengthened and especially because many of these countries are founding 
detention conditions to extradited fugitives while them housed in upgraded cells.The need to offer case- treaties redrawn to reflect evolving global dynamics and members of the Financial Action Task Force and 
ordinary prisoners continue to endure substandard or specific assurances to foreign courts stems from the India’s growing international stature. A robust legal and signatories to global conventions against money 
overcrowded facilities, it raises a serious question of presumption that India's prisons do not meet minimum diplomatic strategy, supported by credible, universal laundering. Their offshore tax havens further expose this 
discriminatory treatment. Domestic prisoners could humanitarian standards. This raises a deeper moral and prison reforms, would enable India to negotiate from a hypocrisy. Unless such duplicity is confronted, global 
justifiably argue that such selective privileges violate the institutional concern: why should humane treatment be position of strength and ensure that all fugitives are public policy’s fight against financial crimes and money 
constitutional guarantees of equality and the right to life an exception, invoked only when international scrutiny brought to justice under Indian law.laundering risks becoming an empty slogan.Their own 

A debate on reforms that delivered only rancour

Bullets are bullish. The adage that war fills coffers is 
finally ringing true for India as the conflict in 
Ukraine is poised to enter its fourth year in less 
than three months.A single sentence in the 
‘outcome documents’ released half-way through 
Russian President Vladimir Putin’s visit to India 
on December 5 is pregnant with bullish 
possibilities. The description of this particular 
outcome hides more than it reveals—a 
memorandum of understanding that “entails 
cooperation in various sectors of maritime domain 
such as shipping, ports, joint mineral exploration, 
research and development”.Two weeks before 
Putin’s arrival in New Delhi, a visit to Goa by 
Nikolai Patrushev, chairman of Russia’s Maritime 
Board, prepared the ground for what augurs to be 
the biggest military-industrial project to emerge 
from the 23rd annual India-Russia summit this 
month. The Maritime Board has identified Goa 
Shipyard as the base for production of frigates, 
corvettes, anti-mine and landing vessels as well as 
ice-breakers. Russia has also proposed continued 
production of Project 1135.6 class ships in Goa 
based on upgraded designs and state-of-the-art 
technology. Two such ships, Triput and Tavasya, 
based on Russian models, were launched for the 
Indian Navy in July last year and March this year, 
respectively.On November 20, the Russian 
foreign ministry’s readout on Patrushev’s visit 
quoted him as saying, “Our countries can jointly 
build up their own fleets, strengthen cooperation 
between them, establish robust and sanctions-
resistant maritime logistics, and develop marine 
science and technology.” The crux of the statement 
originated from grievances by head honchos of 
Goa Shipyard about delays in “material supply 
obligations” for collaborative naval projects with 
Russia. Both sides agreed that these challenges 
were because of “extraordinary global 
circumstances”—a euphemism for the war in 
Ukraine and supply chain disruptions.The current 
challenge on the strategic and commercial 
horizons for Russia’s thriving shipbuilding sector 
is the Ukraine conflict. Midway through the war, 
Franco-British missiles supplied to Ukraine 
penetrated the defences of Russia’s Black Sea fleet 
headquarters in Sevastopol, which was part of 
Ukraine until 2014. Major shipyards in Crimea 
have been affected by sanctions on supply of 
German engines and disruptions in getting 
ancillaries such as turbines from Ukraine.

If Goa Shipyard and Mormugao port become hubs 
for the activities of Russia’s Maritime Board, ships 
could be built in Goa for Russia to at least partly 
compensate for production stoppages along the 
Black Sea, which is vulnerable to attacks from 
Ukraine. Patrushev was understandably guarded 
in his open meetings on Goa’s maritime 
infrastructure. “The enterprise is subordinate to 
India’s ministry of defence due to its military 
orientation, but we have very good prospects for 
cooperation,” the authorised English translation of 
Patrushev’s remarks said.The annual summit 
turned a new page in India-Russia engagement, 
which is best described as familial diplomacy. 
Patrushev, who has been by Putin’s side as one of 
his most trusted aides since he became prime 
minister in 1999 and later president, is said to have 
an excellent chemistry with Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi. The two men met every time 
Patrushev came to India as secretary of Russia’s 
Security Council, the equivalent of a national 
security adviser.In late September, as the 
groundwork for Putin’s visit was under way, 
another Patrushev arrived in India—Deputy Prime 
Minister Dmitry Patrushev. He is Nikolai’s son 
and was Russia’s agriculture minister for six years 
before his promotion as deputy prime minister in 
charge of agriculture.During and after the visit, he 
initiated efforts to increase the market share of 
Indian shrimp products in Russia. The landed 
prices of Indian shrimp products in their biggest 
market, the US, have increased by 58 percent, 
thanks to the steep tariffs supplemented by anti-
dumping duties. 

promotion of a knowledge of the sciences among the would at once stop the printing of Arabic and Sanscrit THE Ramnath Goenka Memorial Lecture, delivered by 
inhabitants of the British territories”.However, it is books, I would abolish the Madrassa and the Sanscrit Prime Minister Narendra Modi recently, has opened a 
doubtful whether he said what is being attributed to him: College at Calcutta. Benares is the great seat of Pandora’s box regarding the enduring legacy Thomas 
“I have travelled across the length and breadth of India… Brahmanical learning; Delhi, of Arabic learning. If we Babington Macaulay left behind in India — his ‘Minute 
I propose that we replace her old and ancient education retain the Sanscrit College at Benares and the on Education’ (February 2, 1835) and the legal system 
system, her culture, for if the Indians think that all that is Mahomedan College at Delhi, we do enough, and much framed in 1860 and later.The focus has not merely been 
foreign and English is good and greater than their own, more than enough in my opinion, for the eastern on pedagogy, which is value-neutral, but also in terms of 
they will lose their self-esteem, their native culture and languages.”He further said: “If the Benares and Delhi what the students imbibed as ideas and practices through 
they will become what we want them, a truly dominated Colleges should be retained, I would at least recommend printed literature and other sources.
nation.” That’s because on February 2, 1835, he was in that no stipends shall be given to any students... The funds The PM accused Macaulay of ‘Shiksha vyawastha ka 
Calcutta, not in London. which would thus be placed at our disposal would enable samool naash’ (destruction of the education system), 

Indeed, in referring to “the learned natives of India”, he set us to give larger encouragement to the Hindoo College at breaking the back of kaushal (skill), shattering self-
Calcutta, and to establish in the principal confidence, throwing the entire 
cities throughout the Presidencies of Port knowledge system into the dustbin, 
William and Agra schools in which the condemning Indian heritage and 
English language might be well and culture instead of taking pride in 
thoroughly taught.”He argued that a lac them and rejecting local languages. 
(lakh) rupees granted by the Government All these developments produced an 
of India must not be wasted on scholarship inferiority complex among Indians, 
for the students of ‘Sanscrit’ and Persian he claimed. Blaming previous 
and on the publication of books in these governments, particularly those of 
languages, since the books in English sold the Congress, the PM said these 
more. Then came his aim, “We must at tendencies were concretised after 
present do our best to form a class who may Independence.It is indeed welcome 
be interpreters between us and the millions that the Prime Minister is turning his 
whom we govern; a class of persons, attention to the state of education in 
Indian in blood and colour, but English in the 12th year of his reign. Alas, the 
taste, in opinions, in morals, and in reality is not very bright. On October 
intellect”. Further, his pithy remark, “a 19, 2020, addressing the centenary 
single shelf of a good European library was convocation of the University of 
worth the whole native literature of India Mysore, PM Modi highlighted the 
and Arabia”, indeed offends us as Indians.growth of higher education 

Howsoever racist Macaulay must have been, institutions such as IITs, IIMs, 
the statement above sounds more from the AIIMS and IIITs across the country 
pen of an administrator, contemplating a during his rule. However, faculty 
utilitarian logic for the fund having been appointments, admissions, funds 
allocated for education.and infrastructure as well as 

 The colonial administration he represented controversies regarding textbooks 
stood for extracting resources for the continue to cast dark shadows. The 
metropolis, not for charity. We should ask number of government schools has 

the tone for racial superiority even before he came to his ourselves in the same spirit: did it harm us?I will conclude decreased (around 90,000 fewer between 2014-15 and 
central argument. The essential argument of his Minute with two personal experiences with two generations. A 2023-24), while the number of private schools has gone 
was regarding not wasting public money on education in product of Macaulian education from my parents’ up. These are serious imbalances.
‘Sanscrit’ and Persian. He stressed spending public generation, a doctor was well-versed in Urdu, but he As a Law Member of the Governor-General’s Council of 
funds on an education system that imparted education in quickly learnt administrative Hindi. My father, an officer India, British historian, poet and Whig politician 
science and the contemporary knowledge system in the in the Bihar Police, had proficiency in English, Hindi and Macaulay claimed to have presented his Minute on 
West in English. Sanskrit. Beginning my education in Bihar, I found that education that changed the entire course of education in 

He mentioned in the document: “I would strictly respect all Hindi-medium textbooks inculcated nationalism.Instead India. Addressing the Committee of Public Instruction, 
existing interests. I would deal even generously with all of drawing a red herring, we should keep building and he based his argument on the central theme of the Charter 
individuals who have had fair reason to expect a refining an education system that is modern, Act of 1813 that set aside a sum “for the revival and 
pecuniary provision. But I would strike at the root of the contemporary, fosters scientific temper and creates an promotion of literature and the encouragement of the 
bad system which has hitherto been fostered by us. I inclusive society.learned natives of India, and for the introduction and 

India should focus on an education system that fosters scientific temper and creates an inclusive society

What might have been a sober discussion in Lok Sabha on systemic reform slid into a point-scoring exercise between the home minister and the leader of opposition

True moral authority lies not in appeasing foreign courts for extraditing prominent economic fugitives, but in ensuring equal dignity for all those behind bars. 
Former European colonisers’ demands on this count reveal double standards. An update of  our extradition law is overdue

  

     

The contradictions in offering privileges to extradite fugitives
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NEWS BOX

exchange with the winger. who remain five points behind Barcelona in Madrid. (Agency) 
“I told Rodrygo how good he is. He’s a player Pep Guardiola has coached against some of LaLiga and continue to slide in 

from another level this kid is a player on the world’s finest attackers, but even he Europe.Amid the on-field drama, 
couldn’t hide his admiration for Rodrygo Rodrygo’s future remains a talking 
Goes after Manchester City’s 2–1 win over point. Manchester City were the last 
Real Madrid at the Santiago Bernabeu. On club to formally pursue the Brazilian, 
a night shaped by City’s resilience, and the transfer talks have heated up 
Madrid’s mounting problems, and during Rodrygo's limited involvement 
Rodrygo’s reminder of his brilliance, it in Xabi's Real Madrid plans this season. 
was Guardiola’s reaction to the Brazilian Their approach last summer stalled 
that sparked renewed chatter in the transfer only because Rodrygo opted to stay in 
market.City’s victory, secured through Madrid, believing it was not the right 
goals from O’Reilly and Erling Haaland, moment to move. Guardiola’s praise, 
overshadowed Rodrygo’s sharp finish — a however, has naturally reignited 
moment of individual quality that speculation about whether City might 
immediately caught Guardiola’s eye. And revisit that interest.

another level. I’m glad he’s back from Madrid’s current struggles have put Alonso with Rodrygo having been linked heavily 
injury. He’s very, very good.”Rodrygo’s under increasing scrutiny, though senior with Manchester City in the previous 
goal ended a 281-day drought, his last players including Rodrygo, Thibaut transfer window, his standout performance 
coming on March 4, 2025, and it arrived at a Courtois and Jude Bellingham have came with extra intrigue. Speaking to 
time when Madrid desperately needed a publicly backed him. Still, the noise Movistar+ after the match, Guardiola 
spark. Instead, the night concluded with surrounding Rodrygo’s role and future delivered unusually glowing praise, 
another setback for Xabi Alonso’s side, refuses to quieten.moments after sharing a brief on-field 

children in Finland."The police hope that New Delhi. (Agency)  The fire broke out around 8 PM and rapidly 
discussion about the matter remains spread through the wooden structure of the  A shocking fire at FC Haka’s historic 
appropriate and reminds people that nearly century-old stand. Built in 1934, Tehtaan kenttä stadium has left one of 
i n a p p r o p r i a t e  a n d  p e r s o n a l  Tehtaan kenttä—known in English as Finland’s oldest football venues severely 
communications can themselves lead to a Factory Field—has long been considered damaged, just weeks after the club was 

one of Finnish football’s most relegated from the country's top 
traditional grounds.FC Haka chairman league, Veikkausliiga. The blaze 
Marko Laaksonen said the extent of erupted on December 7, Sunday 
the damage has not yet been calculated even ing  in  Valkeakosk i  and  
but is expected to be substantial. With completely destroyed a 400-seat 
the club already coping with the wooden stand, sending ripples 
financial and emotional fallout of through a community already reeling 
relegation, the timing of the incident from sporting disappointment.Police 
h a s  m a d e  t h e  s e t b a c k  e v e n  later confirmed that three minors were 
heavier.“We certainly didn’t need present at the scene when the fire 
this...We have already received a lot of began, all of them under the age of 15. 
support from people and we will One teenager has admitted to igniting 
continue to need it in the future," an object that sparked the inferno, 
Laaksonen told Finnish media.though Finnish law prevents anyone 

criminal investigation," Tammisto under  15  f rom fac ing  c r imina l  The stadium is owned by the city of 
said.Tammisto also urged restraint as the charges.Speaking in a statement, Detective Valkeakoski, whose council chairman Joni 
incident triggered angry reactions online. Inspector Maijastiina Tammisto said the Kumlander expressed sadness at the 
She reminded the public that hostile or case is being investigated as arson but destruction and pledged swift action to 
personal comments on social media could clarified that legal consequences differ for restore the pitch and facilities. Preparations 
themselves become subject to criminal minors. While criminal prosecution is off are now underway to assess what it will take 
investigation, particularly if they target the table due to age, she noted that to make the venue playable again.
identifiable minors.compensation liability can still apply to 

Teenagers set Finnish football stadium 
ablaze after club suffers relegation

 New Delhi. (Agency) 
For months now, the most animated debate 

around India’s T20I setup has centered on 
one deceptively simple question: who 
should open with Abhishek Sharma? The 
left-hander has sealed his spot with 
commanding form and unwavering intent, 
yet the identity of his partner remains a point 
of national contention. As things stand, vice-
captain Shubman Gill continues to be the 
preferred choice, even as Sanju Samson, the 
man with three T20I hundreds in 2024, 
watches from the periphery.

To understand how head coach Gautam 
Gambhir has arrived at this decision, one 
might need more than selectorial instinct; 
perhaps an algebraic equation would 
explain why he remains wedded to an out-

of-form opener less than two months before 
a World Cup. The Gill question has loomed 
large over Indian cricket since the summer, 
yet Gambhir has shown little inclination to 
entertain the logic or statistics that stand 
firmly against his chosen man.Samson’s 
case is straightforward and compelling. Not 
many players produce three T20I centuries 
across an entire career, and Samson did it in 
a single year. His synergy with Abhishek at 
the top was one of India’s most exciting 
developments in 2024. But come the 2025 
Asia Cup, he found himself displaced, 
pushed down to the lower middle order, and 
eventually benched. None of those roles 
suits his game or reflects the kind of form he 
has shown.

Gill’s slump raises hard questions
Gill, meanwhile, has retained his place 

without producing the returns that justify 
such unwavering support. Thursday’s 
golden duck against South Africa in 
Mullanpur was the latest addition to an 
uncomfortable pattern. He now has no fifty 
in his last 17 T20I innings. His struggles 
against Lungi Ngidi only deepened the 
sense of concern, as he has now been 
dismissed twice in three balls across the 
series.

slump, while Sanju Samson remains Uthappa said."So you have a proven opener, 
sidelined?The frustration stems from the who’s averaging just below Abhishek 
stark contrast in form and opportunity. Sharma at this point, and you decided to 
Samson, who smashed three T20I move him to the middle order and then 
hundreds in 2024 and developed a potent slowly leave him out. What wrong has he 
partnership with Abhishek Sharma, now done? is my question. He deserves to have 
finds himself pushed out of the XI. that opportunity," he added.
Meanwhile, Gill has been repeatedly He was equally blunt in his assessment of 
backed, even as his returns at the top have Gill’s current approach, and emphasised 
dipped steadily. With the T20 World Cup and on what is going wrong for the Test and 
inching closer, the decision to persist with ODI skipper in T20Is."It’s not working for 
Gill has raised questions about whether Shubman at this point, because I also think had to be replaced? I understand Surya in the 
India are prioritising hierarchy over he’s trying different things. I think he’s trying WELLINGTON. (Agency) pre-series conference where he said 
performance.Speaking on Star Sports after initially to go toe-to-toe at the same pace that Shubman Gill’s ongoing struggles in T20Is Shubman has actually been in the T20 squad 
India's crushing defeat in the Mullanpur T20I Abhishek is going — that is not how he bats. have intensified scrutiny on India’s selection before Sanju got his opportunity. But when 
on December 11, Robin Uthappa voiced That is not how he’s been successful in T20 calls, especially after his golden duck in the Sanju did get his opportunity, he got three 
what many Indian fans have wondered: what cricket. How he has been successful is by second T20I against South Africa in hundreds. He was the first guy among the 
wrong has Sanju Samson done to deserve taking that time, those first 10 balls, Mullanpur. Chasing a daunting 214, Gill youngsters here to get hundreds in T20 
this treatment? He questioned why a absorbing the pressure, getting in, and then lasted just one ball, beaten by Lungi Ngidi’s cricket. It was after that when Abhishek got 
successful opening pair was dismantled once he reaches 15–20 balls, I don’t think movement and dismissed at first slip. The it, and after that when Tilak actually got it. So 
without a convincing explanation from the there is a batter like Shubman Gill until he moment not only jolted India early in the he perhaps even inspired the guys and 
team management."I beg the question: what gets himself out. That’s the kind of batter he chase but reopened a debate that has challenged them, because at that point, they 
did the partnership of Abhishek Sharma and is. And I think that’s what works for him in dominated discussions for months: why does were figuring out who was going to be the 
Sanju Samson do so grossly wrong that they T20 cricket," Uthappa said.Gill continue to open despite a prolonged next opener for India in T20 cricket," 

SPORTS

"If you look back to Perth, if they'd have 
batted better in that third innings, there's 
every chance they could have won that 
test match and everyone would be sat 
having different conversations now. And 
the same again in the second test, there 
are just key moments where England let 
them slip and that's ultimately cost them. 
So I think they'll be really trying to 
identify those moments and know when 
to potentially absorb a little pressure and 
just dig in a little bit rather than play the 
expansive style of cricket they want," 
Willey said.

The defeats highlighted the fine line 
between positive play and recklessness, 

have faltered.Willey acknowledged the that. I've no doubt they'll be trying to refine with England's aggressive philosophy 
excitement Bazball has brought to English that and put that right for the remainder of the drawing massive scrutiny from the 
cricket but stressed the need for players to series," Willey was quoted as saying by cricketing fraternity. Willey suggested that 

BRISBANE. (Agency) adapt to the flow of the match. He noted that ANI.England's aggressive intent was evident being able to "absorb a little pressure and just 
 Former England international and current Ben Stokes has recognised this and expects during the Ashes, where they suffered dig in" might be key to success in tighter 

Dubai Capitals all rounder David Willey has the team to refine their approach for the rest consecutive eight-wicket defeats. In the first contests.As England prepare for the 
called for a more measured approach to of the series."I think the term 'Bazball' is Test at Perth, England appeared steady at 76- remaining Ashes matches, Willey expressed 
England's Bazball style, warning that while something that's been used more by the 3, only to lose seven wickets for 88 runs and confidence in the team's leadership under 
the aggressive brand of cricket has been media than the players themselves. They're be dismissed for 164.Willey said England Ben Stokes to make necessary adjustments. 
transformative, it can overshadow crucial trying to impact the game, but I have my missed crucial moments in both Tests, and He expects England to assess their approach 
match situations if not tempered. England reservations about maybe going too far that better batting in key situations could have and strike a better balance between 
currently trail Australia 0-2 in the five-match way and not taking accountability for when changed the outcomes. He believes the team aggression and situational awareness as they 
Ashes Test series, with both defeats exposing the game dictates something else. The way needs to recognise when to absorb pressure head into third Test scheduled to be played in 
moments where game management may Stokes talked about it, he's really highlighted instead of always playing aggressively. Adelaide beginning on December 17.

What wrong has Sanju Samson done Uthappa 
wants Shubman Gill replaced as T20I opener

Bazball is great, but England go too 
far with it sometimes: David Willey

Pep Guardiola praises Real Madrid's Rodrygo 
amid rising Manchester City transfer buzz

New Delhi. (Agency)

India assistant coach Ryan ten Doeschate has 
defended T20I captain Suryakumar Yadav 
and vice-captain Shubman Gill amid their 
poor form in the format. Both Gill and 
Suryakumar continued their dry patch in the 
second T20I against South Africa in 
Mullanpur, getting dismissed for 0 and 5 
respectively as India failed to chase down the 
massive target of 214 and lost by 51 runs.The 
duo has had a long run of low scores in the 
format, which is an alarming sign for the Men 
in Blue heading into the T20 World Cup 
2026, scheduled to be held in India from 
February 7 to March 8. Despite their poor 
run, ten Doeschate feels the lack of runs from 

their bats is not a huge concern and backed 
the batting stalwarts to come good soon.

He defended Shubman mentioning that he got 
a great delivery from Lungi Ngidi in 
Mullanpur and had been dismissed while 
a t t a c k i n g  i n  t h e  f i r s t  T 2 0 I  i n  
Cuttack.“Shubman, I saw some good signs of 
a change in mentality on the back end of that 
Australian tour. I wouldn’t read too much 
into these two dismissals in this series. In the 
first game, we asked the guys to go out there 
and attack the powerplay, and it wasn’t a 
great wicket at Cuttack, so I’ll let him off for 
that one. Today, I thought he got a good ball 
that can happen when you’re short on form,” 
said ten Doeschate in the post-match press 
conference.Ten Doeschate also said that both 
Suryakumar and Gill deserve strong backing 
from the team management given their class, 
and he brushed off any concerns regarding 
their form.“But we also know his class. You 
look at his IPL record, he stacks up 700–800 
runs. We believe in his class, and we believe 
he will come good. It’s exactly the same with 
Suryakumar.

Shubman, Suryakumar's 
form not a concern, 

they'll come good soon: 
Assistant coach

NEW DELHI . (Agency) 
When Nikhil Chaudhary walked onto the field 

for Punjab in 2017, Virat Kohli was at the 
height of his powers, dominating cricket 
across all formats. Nine years on, while Kohli 
approaches the twilight of his illustrious 
career, Chaudhary’s journey has taken a very 
different trajectory—one that has led him far 
from India, to a new life in Australia.

For Chaudhary, Kohli has always been more 
than just a cricketer—he’s an idol. And now, 
in a twist of fate, there’s a chance he could 
line up alongside him in the upcoming Indian 
Premier League (IPL). Registered as a local 
player in the mini-auction, the 29-year-old 
dreams not just of an IPL contract but of 
sharing a dressing room with his childhood 
hero.The story of how Chaudhary landed in 
Australia is almost cinematic. In 2020, a 
simple visit to relatives became an 
unexpected turning point. Stranded due to the 
Covid-19 pandemic, he found himself 
staying longer than planned—and gradually, 
he made Australia his home. From 
representing Tasmania to pulling on the 

jersey of the Hobart Hurricanes in the Big 
Bash League, Chaudhary has carved a niche 
for himself far from the land of his birth.

But success didn’t come overnight.  
Chaudhary’s early days in Australia were a 
grind. He delivered letters for Australia Post, 
drove for Uber, and even chopped vegetables 
in a Brisbane restaurant before his cricketing 
break arrived. The contrast with his early 
career in Punjab—sharing dressing rooms 
with Abhishek Sharma and Arshdeep 
Singh—couldn’t have been starker.Now, 
with 20 BBL matches and stints in the Syed 
Mushtaq Ali Trophy to his name, Chaudhary 
is ready for the next step. The 2025-26 season 
could be the one where he stakes a claim in 
first-class cricket. In the ongoing Sheffield 
Shield, he has already amassed 367 runs at an 
average of 45.87, including a stunning 163 
against New South Wales that has caught the 
eyes of selectors.And he’s more than just a 
batter—his leg-spin has yielded a first-class 
five-wicket haul, adding another dimension 
to his game.India Today Digital caught up 
with Chaudhary recently.

Is Gautam Gambhir's fixation 
on Shubman Gill threatening 

India's T20 World Cup defence

Idolising Virat Kohli, Nikhil 
Chaudhary dreams IPL stint 

with RCB legend

Robin Uthappa called out India's 
decision to drop Sanju Samson from 
the opening slot in T20Is. With 
Shubman Gill struggling, his 
criticism has put fresh spotlight on 
India's T20I selection.

David Willey believes England's 

Bazball approach is innovative but 

warns that players must adapt to 

situations, especially as England 

trail Australia 0-2 in the Ashes. 

Willey highlights missed 

opportunities and calls for 

accountability and refinement in 

England's strategy.  
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India's pension regulator 
issues updated unified 
investment rules for pension 
schemes, introducing clearer 
limits and a wider range of  
asset classes.

 NEW DELHI.(Agency) VW, Hyundai and Suzuki among its 
members, had previously urged  As India is still navigating ways to 
India’s commerce ministry in recover from the US tariff heat, Mexico 
November to press Mexico to has also slapped a steep tariff on several 
“maintain status quo” on tariffs for Indian items. Mexico's Congress has 
vehicles shipped from India, Reuters approved a bill that seeks to impose 
reported. Even export bodies like the higher tariffs up to 50% on imports 
Engineering Exports Promotion from India, China, Brazil and several 
Council (EEPC) had written to other countries who are not having free 
Commerce Minister Piyush Goyal trade agreements with the country.The 
asking him to begin talks with Mexico tariff will take effect on January 1, in 2024-25 with a trade surplus of $2.8 

on a potential FTA to mitigate the risk 2026, after the lower house approves it. billion.India’s trade surplus with the 
of the US tariff.“We have also The tariff will be imposed on items like country has gone up by nearly 12 times 
proposed FTAs with key Latin auto parts, light vehicles, plastic, toys, from 0.24 billion in 2020-21 to $2.87 
American countries such as Chile, textiles, furniture, footwear, clothing, billion in 2024-25. Mexico’s new 
Peru, and Mexico to get duty-free aluminium and glass. The proposed tariffs on Asian imports are broadly 
market access. This will also help us to tariffs will range from 5% to 50%. The aligning with US efforts to tighten 
de-risk from the US,” Pankaj Chadha, automobile sector is going to be the trade barriers against China, along with 
Chairman, EEPC India, had said. The worst-hit as Mexico is India's third- other Asian nations. The Society of 
proposed bill by the Mexican largest car export market after South IndianAutomobile Manufacturers, an 
government also include textile sector Africa and Saudi Arabia. India’s total indus t ry  group  tha t  inc ludes  
that could face high tariffs. export to Mexico stood at $5.7 billion representatives of car exporters like 

Keys to new homes first, then redevelopment 
begins: Pranav Adani on Dharavi plan

Funds.The changes were announced CLASSES deposits. Strict credit rating requirements 
through a new master circular issued on are in place to ensure quality.Government securities remain the mainstay 
December 10, 2025.The circular of NPS and APY portfolios, with a Equity investments are capped at 25%. 
replaces several older guidelines and maximum limit of 65%. This includes Pension funds can now invest in stocks 
lays out fresh rules on how pension forming part of the Nifty 250 index, 
money can be invested across equity, along with select BSE stocks. Most 
debt, short-term instruments, ETFs and equity exposure must stay within 
other approved schemes. the top 200 companies by market 

A WIDER RANGE OF INVESTMENTS size.
One of the biggest changes is the inclusion STRONG RISK CONTROLS

of gold and silver ETFs. This marks the To protect pension money, the 
first time NPS schemes can take regulator has retained strict rules on 
exposure to precious metals, which are concentration. No single industry 
often seen as a hedge during uncertain can account for more than 15% of New Delhi.(Agency)  

t imes .The  c i rcu la r  a l so  a l lows  total assets, and exposure to  The National Pension System (NPS) is set 
investments in the Nifty 250 index, giving individual companies is tightly to become more flexible and potentially 
pension funds access to a broader range of capped.more rewarding after the pension 

central and state government bonds, PSU companies beyond the largest firms in the Similar limits apply to REITs and InvITs.regulator opened the door to new 
bonds and gilt mutual funds. The aim is to market.The circular further permits investment options. In a major update, the WHAT IT MEANS FOR SUBSCRIBERSkeep a large portion of pension savings in limited investments in Category I and II P e n s i o n  F u n d  R e g u l a t o r y  a n d  These changes are expected to make NPS safe and stable assets.Alternative Investment Funds. These Development Authority (PFRDA) has more balanced and future-ready. With Corporate debt can make up to 45% of the funds invest in areas such as start-ups, allowed NPS, the Unified Pension new options like gold, silver and a wider portfolio. This category includes well-infrastructure and other long-term Scheme (UPS) and the Atal Pension equity basket, subscribers may benefit rated corporate bonds, Basel III sectors, offering an additional source of Yojana (APY) to invest in gold and silver from better long-term growth while still instruments, rupee-denominated bonds growth.exchange-traded funds, the Nifty 250 enjoying strong risk control.from global institutions and bank CLEAR LIMITS ON DIFFERENT ASSET index and select Alternative Investment 

NPS expands investment options: Now gold, 
silver ETFs and Nifty 250 picks allowed

Price Of  LPG Cylinder In India Vs Pakistan, Sri Lanka, 
Nepal: How Much Do Customers Have To Pay

MUMBAI. (Agency)
India’s ultra-wealthy are reshaping luxury with 

their tastes and spending habits shifting 
noticeably since 2022, according to a report by 
Kotak Private Banking.

The report gives detailed data revealing how their 
preferences and spending patterns have evolved 
in the last three years and reveals what the ultra-
wealthy value most in today’s luxury landscape.

A NEW UNDERSTANDING OF LUXURY
According to the report, luxury in India is no 

longer only about owning expensive things. 
Instead, the ultra-rich are choosing wellness, 
experiences and curated living as the new 
markers of status. With India’s luxury market 
expected to touch $85 billion by 2030, the Kotak 
Private Luxury Index (KPLI) acts as a useful 

guide for brands, investors and advisers trying to 
understand this fast-changing world.The index 
shows a steady rise in luxury prices, climbing 
22% between 2022 and 2025. This works out to 
an annual increase of 6.7%, driven by strong 
demand across lifestyle and real estate 
categories.WELLNESS TAKES CENTRE 
STAGE

One of the most noticeable trends is the rise of 
wellness retreats. Places like Amanbagh and 
Ananda have become preferred escapes for the 
ultra-rich, pushing the wellness category up 
14.3% annually since 2022.Longevity, mental 
balance and personalised therapies are becoming 
central to how the wealthy choose to spend their 
time and money.

EXPERIENCES OVER POSSESSIONS
Exclusive experiences, whether cruising through 

Antarctica or dining at top global restaurants, are 
now more valuable to many than physical assets.

This category has grown 11.6% each year since 
2022, showing a clear preference for memories 
rather than material items.

LUXURY REAL ESTATE AND FASHION 
STAY STRONG

Branded residences equipped with smart 
technology continue to be a status symbol, rising 
10.8% annually.

BUSINESS

Inside the world of 
India's ultra-rich: What 
they buy, how they live

New Delhi.(Agency) or redevelopment of old structures evictions.The redevelopment plan also 
begins.Under the government’s includes modern infrastructure,  Pranav Adani, Managing Director of 
rehabilitation policy, those who have improved connectivity, and a “multi-Agro and Oil & Gas at the Adani 
lived in Dharavi since before 2000 will model development” strategy. A Group, outlined key details of the 
receive new homes within the detailed blueprint is already in motion, ambitious Dharavi redevelopment 
redevelopment area. Those who moved and work has begun on various project during his first TV interview on 
in after 2000 will be offered alternative components of the project.Beyond Agenda AajTak.He described the 

Dharavi, Adani spoke about initiative as one of the most significant 
broader infrastructure needs in urban transformation projects 
M u m b a i ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  currently underway and addressed 
requirement for more airports to major concerns around relocation and 
match global city standards. He rehabilitation.dani highlighted that the 
also discussed the group’s company’s approach is to build new 
ongoing and upcoming projects in homes for existing residents first and 
states like Assam, where airport hand over their house keys before any 
and infrastructure development is redevelopment work begins on their 
u n d e r w a y. H e  h i g h l i g h t e d  current settlements.First, we will build 
business opportunities in Bihar as your house, we will give you the keys, 
well, praising the ambition of the you will move into the final house first, 
state’s youth. He pointed to housing opt ions elsewhere in  and then only we will break your slum 

investments by the Adani Group in Mumbai.Adani acknowledged that one and do the redevelopment," said Adani.
areas such as smart meters and cement of the biggest fears among residents is He mentioned that despite several past 
manufacturing as part of a wider push whether they will actually receive new attempts over the past four decades, 
to support economic growth in the homes if they vacate their existing ones. Dharavi’s redevelopment never moved 
state.On the subject of artificial R e i t e r a t i n g  t h e  c o m p a n y ’ s  forward.This time, he said, the project 
intelligence, Adani predicted that AI commitment, he said the keys to new is finally progressing with a concrete 
will soon become deeply integrated houses will be handed over before any plan to build around 200,000 new 
into daily life. Instead of reducing jobs, resident is asked to move, a step aimed homes, ensuring residents are moved 
he said .at building trust and avoiding forced into these units before any demolition 

New labour codes: No, your 
take-home salary isn't 
reducing. Here's the math

New Delhi.(Agency)  
Ever since the new labour codes were notified on 

November 21, 2025, many salaried employees have 
been worried that their take-home pay would shrink.

Much of the anxiety came from the rule that basic pay 
and related components must form at least half of the 
total salary. The assumption was simple: if basic pay 
rises, provident fund deductions rise, and the in-hand 
salary falls.The Ministry of Labour and Employment 
has now made it clear that this fear is 
misplaced.Officials said on Wednesday that the new 
codes do not automatically reduce anyone’s take-
home salary. The key reason lies in how PF is 
actually calculated.SALARY CALCULATION 
MATH EXPLAINED

Even if an employee’s basic pay increases under the 
new wage structure, PF contributions will continue 
to be calculated on the existing statutory ceiling of Rs 
15,000 unless both the employer and employee 
voluntarily choose a higher base.

This ceiling is what matters for most salaried workers. 
As long as PF is capped at Rs 15,000, the monthly 
deduction remains unchanged. The ministry 
highlighted that nothing in the new law forces PF to 
be calculated on the full salary.To make this clearer, 
the ministry shared a simple example. Consider an 
employee with a monthly salary of Rs 60,000. If Rs 
20,000 counts as basic pay and dearness allowance 
and the remaining Rs 40,000 is paid as allowances, 
PF will still be calculated on Rs 15,000 so long as the 
employee has not opted for a higher PF base.Under 
the old rules and the new codes, the PF contribution 
remains the same. The employer contributes Rs 
1,800 and the employee contributes Rs 1,800, 
leaving the take-home salary unchanged at Rs 
56,400.

This explanation has offered relief to many anxious 
employees who thought the new wage definition 
would automatically shrink their disposable income.

The ministry said the purpose of the revised structure is 
to bring uniformity and clarity, not to reduce salaries.

Mumbai.(Agency)
 Gold prices inched up on Friday morning, while silver 

slipped as traders booked profits after the metal hit a 
fresh record high on the MCX. 

During early trade, MCX gold futures for February 
were trading 0.10 per cent higher at Rs 1,32,599 per 
10 grams."MCX Gold has broken out to lifetime 
highs, trading near Rs 1,32,776 inside a tightening 
ascending wedge with firm support at Rs 1,31,400," 
analysts stated.The next resistance zone opens the 
momentum leg toward Rs 1,34,000 and above," they 
added.In contrast, MCX silver futures for March 
were down 0.50 per cent at Rs 1,97,951 per kg.In the 
previous session, silver had touched an all-time high 
of Rs 1,98,814 per kg and ended the day with a strong 
5.33 per cent gain at Rs 1,98,799.Gold February 
futures also saw healthy buying, closing at Rs 
1,32,469 per 10 grams after rising 2 per cent.Both 
metals rallied after the US Federal Reserve cut its 
benchmark interest rate by 25 basis points and hinted 
at the possibility of another rate cut next year.The 
dollar index also slipped to 98.30 -- making gold 
cheaper for global buyers and boosting demand.At 
the same time, the Indian rupee continued to remain at 
its record low against the US dollar. The weaker 
currency is supporting gold prices in the domestic 
market.Investors are now waiting for key US data, 
including inflation numbers and the non-farm 
payrolls report due next week. These indicators will 
help shape expectations around the Fed’s next policy 
moves."The US Federal Reserve’s decision to cut key 
interest rates by 25 bps to 3.50 per cent-3.75 per cent 
amid persistent inflation has reinforced bullish 
sentiment in precious metals," market watchers 
stated.Lower rates reduce the opportunity cost of 
holding non-yielding assets like gold and silver, 
attracting fresh investment flows.With bullion 
already at record highs, this policy shift adds 
momentum to the rally, as investors seek safe-haven 
assets amid economic uncertainty and inflationary 
pressures," analysts mentioned.

Mexico to impose up to 50% 
tariff on Indian exports

Gold Edges Higher To Rs 
1,32,599 Per 10 Grams, 
Silver Slips After Record 
High

New Delhi.(Agency)

14.2 kg cylinder to the PMUY consumers. 
For PMUY consumers, the effective price 
for domestic LPG has been reduced by 
about 39 per cent from Rs 903 in August 
2023 to Rs 553 in November 2025.

As a result of various steps taken by the 
government to improve the affordability 
of domestic LPG for PMUY consumers, 
per connection consumption of PMUY 
beneficiaries (in terms of the number of 
14.2 kg LPG cylinder refills taken per 
year) has increased from 3.68 (FY 2021-
22) to 4.47 in FY 2024-25.

In order to provide more LPG for cooking in 
rural and remote areas, oil marketing 

The price of LPG for consumers in India is companies (OMCs) have commissioned 
much lower than in neighbouring 8,017 distributorships, from April 1, 
Pakistan, Sri Lanka, and Nepal, 2016, to October 31, 2025, across the 
Petroleum and Natural Gas Minister country, out of which 7,420 (i.e. 93 per 
Hardeep Singh Puri informed the cent) are catering to rural areas. As of 
Parliament on Thursday. November 1 this year, there are a total of prices in neighbouring Pakistan (Lahore) benchmark for LPG pricing) rose by 21 

In a written reply to a question in the Lok 25,587 LPG distributorships across the at Rs 902.20 per cylinder, Sri Lanka per cent from US$ 385/MT in July 2023 to 
Sabha, the minister also tabled data country. These are served through 214 (Colombo) at Rs 1,227.58 and Nepal US$ 466/MT in November 2025, the 
showing that the effective price of a 14.2 LPG bottling plants of OMCs located (Kathmandu) at Rs 1,205.72.India prices of domestic LPG were reduced by 
kg LPG cylinder as on November 1 this across the country. As a result of these imports about 60 per cent of its LPG about 22 per cent from Rs. 1103 to Rs. 853 
year in India (Delhi) was Rs 553 for efforts, LPG coverage in the country has requirement, and accordingly, prices of during this period, the minister said.He 
PMUY beneficiaries, while in the case of improved from 62 per cent in April 2016 LPG in the country are linked to its prices said that for FY 2025-26, the government 
regular consumers, the price was Rs 853. to near saturation now, the minister in the international market. While the is providing a targeted subsidy of Rs 300 
This is much lower than the prevailing added.average Saudi CP (international per 14.2 kg cylinder for up to 9 refills of a 

 NEW DELHI.(Agency)
  Ever since India adopted the Unique Document 

Identification Number (UDIN) for certifications, 
GST and tax audit reports by practicing Chartered 
Accountants, the country has prevented frauds worth 
Rs 80,000 crore, claims Institute of Chartered 
Accountants in India (ICAI).ICAI president 
Charanjot Singh Nanda informed the media on 
Friday that UDIN is first of its kind initiative 
globally, and it has prevented unauthorized 
individuals from misusing a CA’s name, signature, or 
membership details, eliminated the risk of fraudulent 
certifications and strengthened the integrity and 
reputation of the profession. He says that the 
initiative has received global attention with ICAI 
equivalent institutions and bodies from many 
countries seeking help from ICAI for implementing a 
similar system.UDIN was implemented in August 
2019, and since then over 10 crore UDINs have been 
generated.To curb the malpractices of non-CAs 
falsely presenting themselves as CAs and 
authenticating documents, ICAI introduced the 
Unique Document Identification Number (UDIN), 
an 18-Digits system generated unique number for 
every document certified/attested by full time 
practicing Chartered Accountants.

UDIN prevented Rs 80,000 
crore frauds since 2019: 
ICAI

In a written reply to a question 
in the Lok Sabha, Petroleum 
and Natural Gas Minister 
Hardeep Singh Puri tabled data 
showing the effective price of a 
14.2 kg LPG cylinder in India.
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Health

10 foods that boost your 

Energy

Well, we give you 10 foods that will boost your 
energy in an instant, guaranteed. Firstly, to 
pump up your energy you need foods that 
provide sufficient calories and stimulants. 
Secondly, you need foods that will increase 
your metabolism. So pull up your socks, stop 
making excuses and get ready to do the 
locomotion. 
Glucose - This component is found in carbs. 
Yes! You need carbohydrates; it is a means of 
providing energy to the brain, muscle and the 
nervous system. But bad carbs can increase the 
level of sugar in the blood that will not only 
increase your appetite but also the fat 
accumulation. Hence when it comes to 
carbohydrates, stick to whole wheat bread, 
cereals, brown rice - essentially, the good carbs 
that aren't processed and refined. 
Caution: Consume in moderation. 
Fiber - It has several reasons to be part of your 
daily diet, since it curtails certain types of 
cancer, improves memory as well as energy, 
and aids smooth digestion. Fiber takes longer to 
digest, which results in higher energy supply. A 
great way to start your day is oatmeal. Other 
foods with plenty of fiber are: Fruits, grains, 
lentils, vegetables, nuts and beans. 
Caution: Choose high-fiber foods that aren't 
loaded with calories or fat. Ex - even though 
almonds are rich in fiber, you can't eat too many 
every day. 
Dry fruits - Almonds, dried figs and cashews 

We all hate to work; why? Because 
we are usually too tired from the 
previous day's work or because 

each work day leaves us with little 
to no energy for a fun evening. 

Table sugar does not 
up fatty liver disease

The findings also added to an already 
well-established body of science that 
HFCS and table sugar are metabolically 
equivalent. 
The study, conducted by James Rippe, 
MD, Founder and Director of the Rippe 
Lifestyle Institute and Professor of 
Biomedical Sciences at the University of 
Central Florida, examined 64 people, who 
consumed low-fat milk sweetened with 

either HFCS or sucrose with the added 
sugar matching the 25th, 50th and 90th 
percentile population consumption levels 
of fructose for ten weeks. 
The results showed that fat content of the 
liver was unchanged when the six HFCS 
and sucrose groups were averaged. 
Fat content in muscle tissue also remained 
unchanged over the 10 weeks when the 
six HFCS and sucrose groups were 
averaged. 

A new study has found 

compelling evidence that 

shows that consumption 

of both high fructose corn 

syrup (HFCS) and 

sucrose (table sugar) at 

levels consistent with 

average daily 

consumption does not 

increase liver fat in 

humans - a leading cause 

of non-alcoholic fatty liver 

disease (NAFLD). What 

is Mediterranean diet?

A person who follows 
Mediterranean diet possess 
very low risk of developing 
serious diseases like some 
types of cancer, type-2 
diabetes Alzheimer's and also 
i n c r e a s e s  l o n g e v i t y .  
Mediterranean diet includes 
fresh, seasonal foods like 
vegetables, fruits, beans, 
whole grains, olives, fish and 
eggs. All these foods are rich 
i n  m i c r o n u t r i e n t s ,  
antioxidants, minerals and 
essential vitamins.
Mediterranean diet consists 
of very less amount of 
saturated fat, sodium and 

sugar.
T h e  b a s i c s  o f  
Mediterranean diet are
-Getting plenty of exercise-
Eating plant-based foods as 
far as possible-Replace 
butter with healthy fats such 
as olive oil and canola oil-
Use herbs and spices instead 
of salt to flavor foods
-Limit red meat usage to not 
more than a few times a 
month
-Eat fish and poultry at least 
twice a week
-Drinking red wine in 
moderation

The Mediterranean diet is as one of the 

healthiest diet option available. It is diet 

wherein good taste and good health 

comes in hand-in-hand. A person who 

follows Mediterranean diet consumes 

more of legumes, unrefined cereals, fruits, 

vegetables and more consumption of 

dairy products. Consumption of meat 

and meat products is usually very low.

may be a great accompaniment with alcohol, but 
there's more to it than meets the eye. Unsalted 
nuts, closest to their natural state, contain 
magnesium that converts sugar into energy, while 
dried figs purge your blood of toxins. However, 
figs are naturally high in sugar so don't over 
indulge in them. 
Caution: The nuttier you are, the more 
magnesium you have. 
Lean meat - Meat eaters will love this one. 
Whether you love chicken, pork, beef or turkey 
you're assured of sustained energy. 'But' it has to 
be skinned and trimmed, in other words, as lean as 
possible. Your brain needs two types of chemicals 
- dopamine and norepinephrine, and both are 
propelled by tyrosine found in meat. 
Caution: Strip the fat, but consume in 
moderation. 
Fatty fish - It's strange that meat has to be lard-
free while fish needs to be fatty. But before you 
reach for those frying pans, what we are looking 
for is Omega 3 in fish - a natural oil that your body 
needs for general health. It will enhance 
your energy as well as 
help fight heart related 
ailments. 
C a u t i o n :  E a t  i n  
moderation and use 
h e a l t h y  c o o k i n g  
methods. 
Leafy greens - The key 
ingredient  in  leafy  
vegetables is folate or B-
9 .  I t  i n c r e a s e s  
metabolism, as well as 
increases blood count 
which improves the 
intake of oxygen. This, 
i n  t u r n ,  p r o d u c e s  
energy. Spinach is 'the' 
veggy for folate. As 
you may recall Popeye 
had a surge of energy 
after he ate spinach, now 
you know why. 
Caution: Wash spinach well and add a 
little bit of salt to it while soaking prior to 

cooking. 
Water - Everyone must have told you to drink 8 
glasses of water a day. And now you know why. 
Science says that if you're tired, you're 
dehydrated, which results in lowering the rate of 
metabolism. Also no water, no energy and coke, 
caffeine or tea won't do as substitutes. 
Caution: Drink up and make sure the loo is 
accessible. 
Fresh fruits - Slice 
it, dice it, or mix it. 
F ru i t s  no t  on ly  
hydrate you, they 
also give you a glow 
while improving your 
e n e r g y  l e v e l s .  

The two largest sources of fructose in 
the human diet are sucrose 
(containing 50 per cent fructose and 
50 per cent glucose) and HFCS 
which is present in the human diet in 
two forms: HFCS-55 (which consists 
of 55 per cent fructose, 42 per cent 
glucose and 3 per cent other 
carbohydrates) and HFCS-42 (which 
consists of 42 per cent fructose and 
58 per cent glucose). 

Specialists say that daily practice of Jin Ji Du Li can help in 
healing many illnesses or diseases like - 
Hypertension, 
High Blood Sugar or diabetes, 
Neck and Spinal diseases, 
it can also prevent you from getting dementia. 
Jin Ji Du Li helps to Strengthen body immunity rapidly 
It is suitable for everyone generally. It is the basic cure for "Cold 
Feet Disease" and it can also strengthen the body's immunity. You 
do not have to wait until you have any illness to start practising Jin 
Ji Du Li. It is especially beneficial for young people, when they 
practice it daily while they are healthy, so that their chances of 
contracting the various illness associated with aging is 
comparative lower.

The essence of the exercise is that your 
"eyes must be closed" when you are doing 
this exercise. You must practice Jin Ji Du 

Li with your eyes closed. 

Jin Ji Du Li: 
Chinese 

method of 
healing

Here is the exercise: Stand on one leg while your eyes are 
closed. If you are not able to stand for less than 10 seconds, it 
means that your body has degenerated to 60 to 70 years old 
level in other words, you may be only 40 years old, but your 
body has aged a lot faster. Many people think that it is an easy 
one but they discovered much to their surprise that while they 
could stand easily on one foot with their eyes open, trying the 
same thing with eyes closed was another story! They couldn't 
keep their balance for more than two to three seconds before 
they started wobbling and hopping around. 
The Chinese are really very advanced in their knowledge of 
the human body. Frequent and regular practice can help one 
recover their sense of balance. In fact, Chinese specialists 
suggest daily practice of Jin Ji Du Li for one just minute as it 
help prevent dementia. 

What is Mediterranean diet?

Watermelon, pineapple, various berries, oranges, 
etc are freely available in every market. It can be a 
midday snack or dessert. You can add fruits to your 
cereals for breakfast, to some yogurt for a snack, or 
some nuts and honey for a dessert. Fresh fruits are 
the most versatile energy foods of all. 

Caution: Have a fruit salad as a snack not as 
a meal. 

Addictives  These, in our 
everyday lives, imply 

c o f f e e ,  t e a  a n d  
c h o c o l a t e s .  
While some of 

us over-indulge in them, which is bad, some 
consume them within limits. This helps increase 
your energy levels in an instant. You are alert and 
bright but for a short period of tim-e. Consume in 
small quantities after long intervals, and you're 
assured to be awake from nine to five. 
Caution: Don't get addicted. 
Coconut water - The summer drink as well as a 
great hangover cure can also boost your energy 
levels. Coconut water hydrates your system and 
washes out toxins. Coconut water is organic and 
loved by the young and old alike. 
Caution: Induge in coconut water but limit the 
coconut flesh to 1-2 servings a day. 

Energy
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