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Gurgaon.(Agency)
A bank officer who noticed consecutive 

high-value money transfers from a 
customer's account and, thinking on her 
feet, intervened with recipient banks to 
keep them on hold helped foil a ‘digital 
arrest' scam in which a senior citizen 
could have lost more than Rs 6 crore.

Thanks to Meet Sabharwal, a relationship 
manager with Axis Bank's Galleria 
Market branch, the Rs 64 lakh that the 
senior citizen had been coerced into 
transferring by the cyber gang – which 
impersonated Mumbai Police and CBI 
officers and told him over a call that they 
had found his involvement in "criminal 
activities" – was also recovered, police 
said.Sabharwal was on Friday given a Rs 
20,000 reward by police commissioner 
Vikas Arora for his decisive action. Police 
said the senior citizen filed a complaint 
with Cyber East police station on Nov 18.

In his complaint, he said the digital arrest 
gang had his phone and Aadhaar numbers 
and claimed they were linked to criminals. 
"The gang put him under digital arrest 

over video call on Nov 10 and managed to 
coerce him into redeeming mutual funds 
worth Rs 5.9 crore," a police officer said. 
The funds were to reach his Axis Bank 
account three days after the liquidation of 
the mutual funds.In the meantime, he was 
made to make two transfers from his Axis 
bank account on Nov 11 and 12. "The 
victim transferred Rs 20 lakh to an SBI 
account in Jamshedpur on Nov 11 and 
another Rs 44 lakh to an Axis Bank 
account at Bandra in Mumbai the next 
day," the officer said.At the Galleria 
branch, where he had his account, the 
unnatural transactions raised eyebrows. 
Unable to reach the account holder, 
Sabharwal contacted the Jamshedpur SBI 
branch and the Axis Bandra branch and 
got both transferred amounts kept on hold. 
He also had the Axis accounts of the 
senior citizen and his wife frozen to 
prevent any further transfers.Police said 
Sabharwal tried to reach the senior citizen 
multiple times, but the latter did not 
answer the calls "out of fear induced by 
the fraudsters". "He finally spoke to 

Sabharwal on Nov 18 after the ‘digital 
arrest' ended and disclosed details of the 
extortion, after which the RM persuaded 
him to file a police complaint," a police 
officer said. The fraudsters, frustrated 
about the transfers not coming through, 
appeared to have given up.The police 
team led by inspector Amit Kumar, SHO 
Cyber Crime East, that investigated the 
case was told by the manager of Axis 
Bank's Bandra branch that the account 
holder there, a part of the cyber gang, 
had been repeatedly inquiring about 
transfers and pressuring staff to unblock 
his account, which too had been frozen 
after Sabharwal raised the alarm.With 
cyber fraudsters preying on hundreds of 
Indians every day, Sabharwal's 
intervention underlines the critical role 
bank officers can play in thwarting 
suspicious money transfers, blocking 
them at source and making recovery 
much easier than the complex 
transaction web that cyber sleuths must 
track once the stolen money races 
through accounts.

Power utilities on Vyapar Kendra Road to be 
shifted to pave way for new metro corridor

Alert Axis Bank manager foils digital arrest bid, 
saves Rs 64 lakh of  senior citizen in Gurgaon

Yamuna pollution: SC-led panel finds lapses in 
Noida’s claims, says drains not tapped, STPs on 

Gurgaon.(Agency)
 The city's air quality showed a marginal 

improvement on Friday, with the 
average AQI easing from 302 (very 
poor) a day earlier to 288 (poor). The 
r e c o v e r y  w a s  u n e v e n  a c r o s s  
neighbourhoods. Sector 51 remained in 
the severe category at 349, Gwal Pahari 
logged 307, Vikas Sadan 280, and Teri 
Gram 214.Low wind speeds kept 
pollutants close to the surface, limiting 
the dispersal of particulate matter. 
Forecast models suggest this pattern 
may hold through the weekend unless 
wind direction or intensity shifts.

According to decision support system 
(DSS), Safdarjung recorded the lowest 
visibility of 800 metres between 8am 
and 9am on Friday, which later 
improved to 1,000 metres. Clear skies 
prevailed, with southeast surface winds 
blowing up to 8kmph over the past 24 
hours. Calm conditions marked the 
early morning, followed by light, 
variable winds below 5kmph through 
the forenoon.The forecast for the next 
four days points to stable temperatures 
and recurring calm spells. On Saturday, 
shallow morning fog is expected. 
Maximum temperatures will range 
between 25 and 27°C and the minimum 
between 10 and 12°C. Winds from the 
west-northwest will stay below 5kmph 
early on, rising to under 10kmph in the 
afternoon before falling again at night.

Sunday will see similar conditions, with 
shallow morning fog, clear skies, and 
maximum and minimum temperatures 
between 25 and 27°C and 9 and 11°C, 
respectively. Winds will follow the 
same pattern as Saturday.Monday is 
likely to bring shallow fog at most 
places and moderate fog in isolated 
pockets. Maximum temperatures may 
fall slightly below normal, settling 
between 24 and 26°C, while minimums 
will remain between 9 and 11°C. Light 
west-northwest winds under 5kmph 
will prevail in the morning, picking up 
modestly in the afternoon before 
weakening again.

Roads under water; trees & poles 
uprooted: Cities on knees again

Noida/Ghaziabad. The showers that started Friday 
and continued on Sunday has led to heavy 
waterlogging in Noida and Ghaziabad.

A park for children in Noida Sector 51 has turned into 
a shallow pool, while parks and green belts in 
sectors 119, 12, 30, 120, etc., also remained out of 
bounds due to flooding.Low-lying areas, like 
Botanical Garden Metro station in Noida and Jagat 
Farm Market in Greater Noida, are under at least 
two feet of water. Meanwhile, residents reported 
flooded roads and basements in Noida sectors 22, 
30, 36, 51, 62, 71, 104, 105, 72, 117, 122, 99, 
etc.The picture is similar in Ghaziabad, with Abhay 
Khand, Loni, and Muradnagar facing waterlogging.

Late on Sunday, following reports of 12 people stuck 
in Tronica City due to heavy waterlogging, a team 
of Ghaziabad NDRF carried out a rescue operation. 
Considering a warning of heavy rain ahead, NDRF 
teams are on high alert for emergency response in 
Noida and Ghaziabad.Residents blamed the 
authorities for not taking adequate measures to 
check flooding.“The Noida Authority failed to 
prepare for the monsoon in advance. All its claims 
have fallen flat. In Sector 51, people are wading 
through one-and-a-half feet to two feet of water. 
The Sunday showers also left houses and basements 
flooded.

News box

ED attaches Vatika plot in 
money laundering probe, flags 
fraud in four projects

Gurgaon.(Agency)
 Enforcement Directorate (ED) has provisionally attached 

a 1.35-acre commercial plot worth Rs 108 crore in a 
money-laundering case linked to Vatika Limited in the 
city. The action stems from multiple FIRs filed by Delhi 
Police's Economic Offences Wing against the company 
and its promoters — Anil Bhalla, Gautam Bhalla, and 
others — for alleged criminal conspiracy, cheating and 
inducing investors with promises of high and assured 
returns.The probe agency ha found that the company 
collected funds for four major future commercial and 
mixed-use projects in Gurgaon and Faridabad by 
offering attractive returns till completion and lease-
rental payouts thereafter. Midway through execution, it 
allegedly stopped paying the assured returns and failed 
to hand over units or complete the projects, leading to 
allegations of misappropriation and wrongdoing.

Investigators have also identified procedural lapses, 
including failure to renew licences from directorate of 
town and country planning (DTCP) and delays in 
meeting project completion timelines. According to ED, 
these lapses contributed to the company' inability to 
fulfill its commitments.The probe has revealed 659 
investors collectively invested ?248 crore across four 
projects — Vatika Inxt City Centre Tower D, E, and F, 
Vatika Towers Tower C and Vatika High Street (part of 
V'Lante) in Gurgaon and Vatika Mindscapes Tower-C in 
Faridabad.The agency said it had earlier attached 
properties worth ?68.59 crore, an order later upheld by 
the adjudicating authority. With the new attachment, the 
total value of provisionally attached assets in the case 
now stands at approximately ?176 crore.ED has also 
filed a prosecution complaint before special PMLA 
court in Gurgaon against Vatika Limited, its promoters 
and several group companies. The complaint alleged 
laundering of proceeds of crime generated through 
fraudulent collection of investor funds.

The agency stated the investigation is under way, 
indicating that more actions could follow as it continues 
to examine fund flows, project delays, and alleged 
misuse of investors' money.

Gurgaon.(Agency)
Preparations to shift power utilities along 

Vyapar Kendra Road have begun, with 
Haryana Vidyut Prasaran Nigam Limited 
(HVPNL) preparing a detailed estimate 
of nearly Rs 30 crore for the relocation.

Officials said the tender document is being 
finalised and bids will be invited soon. 
"We have received the estimate from 
HVPNL and will float the tender by next 
week," a senior GMRL official said.

The relocation is necessary for the 
construction of the reversal track of the 
upcoming metro corridor planned by 
GMRL. According to HVPNL, three 220 
kV high-tension towers on Vyapar 
Kendra Road fall directly in the 
alignment and must be shifted before 
structural work can begin.Officials said 
the cost of moving the high-voltage 
towers and underground power cables 

will be shared equally between GMDA 
and GMRL to avoid delays in the metro 
project, which is already in the process of 
seeking approvals for land and utility 
shifting.The reversal track is an 
important part of the metro's operational 
design. It will allow trains terminating at 
Millennium City Centre station to turn 
around and re-enter service without 
blocking the main line.Earlier, GMRL 
had asked GMDA to widen the central 
median to 2.5 metres along this stretch to 
accommodate metro piers and avoid 
shifting the power infrastructure. GMDA 
said it could not alter the road design 
because of space constraints and the 
possibility of traffic bottlenecks if the 
carriageway was narrowed. It was then 
decided to shift the high-tension towers to 
create the required space.Meanwhile, 
GMDA is also planning to build an 
underpass at the Millennium City Centre 

junction as part of its decongestion plan. 
The project received government 
approval earlier this month and is 
estimated to cost Rs 80 crore.A GMRL 
official said the metro agency is 
coordinating with GMDA because the 
proposed underpass is planned at the 
same junction where the reversal track 
pier is to be located. "The proposed 
underpass will overlap with the reversal 
track pier. Both projects need to be 
planned together, so the design will now 
be reconsidered jointly. Our consultants 
will examine structural options to ensure 
future construction is not obstructed. An 
integrated layout will be prepared," the 
official said.Work on the new metro line 
for Phase 1 between Millennium City 
Centre and Basai, with a spur to Dwarka 
Expressway, is also progressing, with test 
piles underway at several locations along 
the corridor.

Noida.(Agency)
  A joint committee set up by the Supreme 

Court to verify Noida Authority's claims 
on controlling sewer discharge into the 
Yamuna through Kondli irrigation canal 
has found significant gaps in the city's 
submissions.In its report submitted on 
Tuesday, a team comprising CPCB and 
UPPCB officials flagged "gross 
misrepresentations" after ground 
inspections. The Supreme Court is 
expected to take up the findings on Dec 3 
in a civil appeal filed by Noida Authority 
against the NGT's Rs 100-crore 
environmental penalty for allowing 
untreated sewage to flow into the Kondli 
canal and ultimately the Yamuna.

The NGT had also imposed Rs 50-crore fine 
on the Delhi Jal Board (DJB) for releasing 
untreated sewage into the Yamuna. In 
Nov 2022, the SC stayed the NGT orders. 
In Aug, it directed the CPCB and UPPCB 
to verify the claims of compliance by 
Noida and DJB.

The joint committee confirmed that 30 

drain locations had been correctly 
geotagged on Google Maps, but 
said Noida's claims on drain 
tapping were inaccurate. "A 
feasibility study was carried out 
through NEERI, but the tapping 
work is yet to begin," the report 
noted.Noida had told the Supreme 
Court its sewer network is linked 
to eight STPs with a combined 
capacity of 411 MLD, all with 
operational tertiary treatment 
plants. During the committee's 
Sept 17 visit, the team found work 
was underway to tap drains D6 and 
D7, both of which flow along Jagannath 
Mandir Marg and discharge into the 
Kondli canal near the Kribhco colony.The 
panel added that infrastructure to tap 
drain D20 along Dadri Main Road 
existed, but could not be verified due to 
eavy rain during inspection.The 
committee reported that the in-situ 
wetland in Sector 50/51 showed higher 
chemical oxygen demand (COD), 

biochemical oxygen demand (BOD), 
total suspended solids (TSS), phosphorus 
and nitrogen at the outlet than the inlet, 
indicating poor treatment. It noted better 
performance at the NSEZ–Dadri crossing 
wetland, with removal efficiencies of 
62.2% (BOD), 57.5% (COD) and 89.7% 
(TSS). At the Advant Tower (Sector 142) 
wetland, efficiencies were lower at 
41.9%, 28.1% and 75.2%, respectively.

The committee also noted that UP Jal 

Nigam has yet to take possession 
of the land earmarked for an STP 
in Khoda-Makanpur, delaying 
the start of construction. As a 
result, all wastewater from 
Khoda Nagar Palika continued to 
flow through Delhi before 
merging into the Kondli drain. 
Noida, in its reply, has said a lease 
deed for 16,000 sqm of land in 
Sector 62 had been executed in 
favour of Nagar Palika Parishad 
Khoda-Makanpur on Nov 29, 
2024.The case dates back to 
2018, when environmentalist 

Abhisht Kusum Gupta filed a petition 
before the NGT over Yamuna pollution. 
In August 2022, the tribunal imposed 
environmental compensation on Noida 
Authority and the Delhi Jal Board. Noida 
challenged the order in the Supreme 
Court, which stayed the penalty but 
directed the authority to comply with the 
NGT's directives outlined in paragraph 29 
of its judgment.

Wind speed picks up, 
air quality turns 
‘poor’ in Gurgaon

Alert Gurgaon banker steps in to freeze 
transfers, thwarts Rs 6 crore digital arrest fraud

 Faridabad .(Agency)
 A bank officer who noticed 

consecutive high-value money 
transfers from a customer’s 
account and, thinking on her 
feet, intervened with recipient 
banks to keep them on hold 
helped foil a ‘digital arrest’ 
scam in which a senior citizen 
could have lost more than Rs 6 
crore.

Thanks to Meet Sabharwal, a 
relationship manager with Axis 
Bank’s Galleria Market branch, 
the Rs 64 lakh that the senior 
citizen had been coerced into 
transferring by the cyber gang – 
which impersonated Mumbai 
Police and CBI officers and told 
him over a call that they had 
found his involvement in 
“criminal activities” – was also 
r e c o v e r e d ,  p o l i c e  
said.Sabharwal was on Friday 
given a Rs 20,000 reward by 
police commissioner Vikas 
Arora for his decisive action. 
With cyber fraudsters preying 
on hundreds of Indians every 
day, Sabharwal’s intervention 
also underlines the critical role 
bank officers can play in 
thwarting suspicious money 
transfers, blocking them at 

source and making recovery 
much easier than the complex 
transaction web that cyber 
sleuths must track once 
the stolen money races 
through accounts.

Police said the senior 
c i t i z e n  f i l e d  a  
complaint with Cyber 
East police station on 
Nov 18, saying the 
digital arrest gang had 
his phone and Aadhaar 
numbers and claimed 
they were linked to 
criminals. “The gang 
put him under digital 
arrest over video call on Nov 10 
and managed to coerce him into 
redeeming mutual funds worth 
Rs 5.9 crore,” a police officer 
said. The funds were to reach his 
Axis Bank account three days 
after the liquidation of the 
mutual funds.

In the meantime, he was made to 
make two transfers from his 
Axis bank account on Nov 11 
and 12. “The victim transferred 
Rs 20 lakh to an SBI account in 
Jamshedpur on Nov 11 and 
another Rs 44 lakh to an Axis 
Bank account at Bandra in 
Mumbai the next day,” the 

officer said.
At the Galleria branch, where he 

had his account, the unnatural 

transactions raised eyebrows. 
Unable to reach the account 
holder, Sabharwal contacted the 
Jamshedpur SBI branch and the 
Axis Bandra branch and got 
both transferred amounts kept 
on hold. He also had the Axis 
accounts of the senior citizen 
and his wife frozen to prevent 
any further transfers.Police said 
Sabharwal tried to reach the 
senior citizen multiple times, 
but the latter did not answer the 
calls “out of fear induced by the 
fraudsters”. “He finally spoke to 
Sabharwal on Nov 18 after the 
‘digital arrest’ ended and 
disclosed detai ls  of  the  

extortion, after which the RM 
persuaded him to file a police 
complaint,” a police officer 

said. The fraudsters, 
frustrated about the 
transfers not coming 
through, appeared to 
have given up.The police 
team led by inspector 
Amit  Kumar,  SHO 
Cyber Crime East, that 
investigated the case was 
told by the manager of 
Axis Bank’s Bandra 
branch that the account 
holder there, a part of the 
cyber gang, had been 

repeatedly inquiring about 
transfers and pressuring staff to 
unblock his account, which too 
had been frozen after Sabharwal 
raised the alarm.

ACP (cyber) Priyanshu Dewan 
said police hold monthly 
coordination meetings with 
bank representatives. “We have 
been reiterating directions to 
curb cybercrime to bank 
representatives. Among them is 
strict KYC verification to 
prevent fake and mule accounts, 
i m m e d i a t e  r e p o r t i n g  o f  
suspicious or large transactions, 
proactive communication with 

customers regarding high-value 
debits, and monthly review of 
suspicious  accounts  and 
updated verification registers,” 
he said.

289 held in Gurgaon in 15 
days as police step up heat on 
criminals

Gurgaon.(Agency)
Around 700 criminals were arrested during the last 15 days 
across the city and Faridabad, while eight murders were 
averted and a large haul of arms and contraband have been 
seized, said police.Gurgaon police arrested 289 notorious 
criminals, identifying 290 targets during Operation 
Trackdown conducted between Nov 5 and 20. Besides 
those arrested under Operation Trackdown, Gurgaon 
police also arrested 303 other criminals. In Faridabad, 84 
wanted criminals were arrested under the same operation 
and 320 others, who were accused in other cases.The 
operation was aimed at dismantling organised crime 
networks, arms smugglers, drug traffickers and repeat 
offenders. DCP Arpit Jain said, "We are using the best 
technology possible, including artificial intelligence for 
crime detection and face recognition. We are also 
coordinating with the RWAs and the society guards for 
better policing. Operation Trackdown has significantly 
dented the influence of criminal gangs in the district and 
bolstered public safety."A strong surveillance mechanism 
is in place against gangsters and armed offenders recently 
released from jail, officials said. Detailed lists of such 
individuals have been circulated to police stations, 
intelligence units and special staff to ensure regular 
verification and electronic tracking.Officials said hotspot 
areas are under intensified watch and preventive action is 
being taken wherever required to maintain peace and order.
City police opened 75 new history sheets and updated 118 
others, placing hundreds of habitual offenders under 
continuous surveillance.

AQI out of  ‘severe’ zone, but 
smoky haze still lays over 
Noida

Noida.(Agency)
After two days of ‘severe' air, the city's AQI improved 

marginally to ‘very poor' on Friday, but it still remained 
gripped under a shroud of haze. In Ghaziabad, however, 
the air quality remained ‘severe' for the sixth day on trot.

Noida's AQI shifted to 394 from 408 on Friday, while in 
Greater Noida the air quality remained in the ‘very poor' 
category at 353, against 380 the day before. Air quality 
showed little change in Ghaziabad at 422 from 430.

Meanwhile in Delhi, the capital recorded the 16th very 
poor day in Nov as the AQI settled at 364 on Friday. It 
was 391 a day earlier.According to data from the Central 
Pollution Control Board (CPCB) portal, both Sector 125 
(AQI 432) and Sector 116 (AQI 422) recorded ‘severe' 
air on Friday, while Sector 1 (AQI 395) and Sector 62 
(AQI 338) were in the ‘very poor' range. In Greater 
Noida, Knowledge Park V (AQI 405) recorded ‘severe' 
air, while Knowledge Park III (AQI 304) was in the 
‘very poor' category.In Ghaziabad, three out of four air 
monitoring stations recorded ‘severe' air, with Loni 
recording the worst AQI at 462, followed by Sanjay 
Nagar (AQI 432), and Indirapuram (AQI 405). 
Vasundhara was the only station that recorded ‘very 
poor' air at 387.

According to the Indian Institute of Tropical Meteorology, 
surface winds on Friday came from the north with calm 
conditions initially, gradually increasing up to 5 kmph 
during the afternoon. The wind speed later increased to 
less than 8 kmph during the evening.On Saturday, 
surface wind is likely to come from the northwest 
direction at less than 5 kmph in the morning. The speed 
is expected to rise to less than 10 kmph from the 
northwest in the afternoon before decreasing to less than 
5 kmph during the evening and night.While stage III of 
CAQM's Graded Response Action Plan remains in force 
across Delhi-NCR, violations have been rampant and 
the region has ot witnessed a significant improvement in 
AQI.Meanwhile, maximum temperature was 28.2 
degrees Celsius on Friday while the minimum settled at 
11.2 degrees Celsius, one degree below normal. 
Forecasts show the minimum temperature is likely to dip 
and may reach 8-10 degrees Celsius by Tuesday.

Cracker sparks burn down 3 shops, 6 bikes
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Stabbed outside school, Delhi
boy reaches police station
with knife lodged in chest
New Delhi: Three minors have been apprehended

for allegedly stabbing a 15-year-old boy outside his
school in central Delhi's Paharganj area, police said on
Saturday. The incident took place on September 4, when
the injured boy reached the Paharganj police station with
a knife lodged in his chest, police said in an official state-
ment. He was rushed to Kalawati Saran Hospital and
later referred to RML Hospital, where doctors success-
fully removed the knife from his chest, they said.
Preliminary inquiry revealed that about 10-15 days ago,
one of the accused minors was beaten by some boys and
he suspected the victim of having instigated the assault.
To take revenge, the boy and his two associates confront-
ed the victim near his school gate and stabbed him,
according to police. "One of the minors stabbed him with
a knife while his associates restrained him. One of them
even threatened the boy with a broken beer bottle before
the stabbing," Deputy Commissioner of Police (Central)
Nidhin Valsan said. A case has been registered under the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita and the Arms Act at Paharganj
police station in the matter. Through local intelligence
and quick raids, all three accused, aged 15 and 16, were
apprehended from the Aram Bagh area within hours of
the case being registered, police said. 

The Sikh Times
Gurugram: A textile

businessman died under
suspicious circumstances
in Faridabad’s Ballabgarh
area on Friday, with his
family alleging that he
was murdered by his
business partners who
poisoned him with a cold

drink. An FIR of murder
has been registered
against three of his part-
ners at Adarsh Nagar
police station. According
to the police, the
deceased was identified

as Sukhbir, a native of
Janauli village in Palwal
district. His brother Om
Prakash lodged a com-
plaint alleging that
Sukhbir had started a
cloth dyeing and printing
factory, Jai Guru
Enterprises, in May 2023
along with partners
Sumit, Rajiv, Rahul, and

Mukesh, all residents of
Ballabgarh. Each was a 25
per cent partner in the
firm. Om Prakash
claimed that even before
the company was
launched, Sukhbir had

transferred Rs 56 lakh to
Sumit’s account and
another Rs 15 lakh jointly
to Sumit and Rajiv, at their
request. Although
Sukhbir and Mukesh
repeatedly asked Sumit
and Rajiv to open a joint
account for the firm, their
requests were ignored.
Sumit allegedly ran the
account in his own name
and all the money deposit-
ed belonged to Sukhbir.
When Sukhbir demanded
repayment, Sumit and
Rajiv reportedly prevent-
ed both him and Mukesh
from entering the factory.
On September 5, Om
Prakash said, Sukhbir
went to Sumit’s house in
Ballabgarh on the call of
Sumit and Rajiv to settle

accounts. “Around 11 am,
my brother phoned me
saying that Sumit and his
friends had mixed poison
in his cold drink. Shortly
afterwards, my nephew
Atar Singh rushed him
from Sahupura Jat Chowk
to a private hospital. The
doctors referred him to
Delhi in a critical condi-
tion, but he died shortly
after leaving the hospital,”
he alleged in the com-
plaint. Inspector Nafe
Singh, SHO of Adarsh
Nagar police station, said
an FIR has been registered
against three accused.
“The body has been hand-
ed over to the family after
post-mortem. We are
awaiting the post-mortem
report and action will be

taken in accordance with the law,” he said.

Mother Dairy slashes prices across dairy, processed foods
New Delhi: Mother Dairy on Tuesday announced a price reduction over select value added dairy products and processed foods (under Safal brand), effective September 22, passing

on the benefits of the recent Goods and Services Tax (GST) rate cut directly to consumers. The wholly owned subsidiary of the National Dairy Development Board (NDDB) said the
move ensures that its entire range of products now falls under the nil or lowest 5 per cent GST slab. With the revised prices, ultra high temperature (UHT)
milk (toned; tetra pack) (1 litre) will retail at Rs 75, down from Rs 77, while UHT milk (double toned; pouch) (450 ml) will now cost Rs 32 instead of Rs 33
and paneer (200 gm) has dropped from Rs 95 to Rs 92. Butter (100 gm) will cost Rs 58 instead of Rs 62, cheese cubes (180
gm) will now cost Rs 135 instead of Rs 145, cheese spread (180 gm) will cost Rs 110 instead of Rs 120 and cow ghee jar (1
litre) has seen a major cut from Rs 750 to Rs 720. Milkshakes (180 ml) have been reduced from Rs 30 to Rs 28. Ice creams
too have seen notable cuts — choco vanilla cone (100 ml) will now cost Rs 25, down from Rs 30, and strawberry crush tub
(1 litre) has come down from Rs 330 to Rs 300. The company’s Safal portfolio has also seen a uniform GST reduction from
12 per cent to 5 per cent across frozen snacks, jams, pickles, coconut water and tomato
puree. Consequently, frozen french fries (400 gm) will cost Rs 95 instead of Rs 100, frozen
aloo tikki (400 gm) Rs 85 instead of Rs 90 and frozen nuggets (300 gm) Rs 105 instead of Rs
110. Processed foods like lime pickle (400 gm) have been reduced from Rs 130 to Rs 120,
coconut water (200 ml)
from Rs 55 to Rs 50 and
mixed fruit jam (500 gm)
from Rs 180 to Rs 165.
Announcing the revision,
Manish Bandlish,
Managing Director.

Cops unearth forex scam
with Dubai links, 3 arrested

New Delhi: Three people, including a sales manager at a
private bank, have been arrested for alleged links with an inter-
state syndicate involved in a large-scale forex trading scam
operated by Dubai-based handlers, the police said on Monday.
The accused have been identified as Anurag Kumar, a mule-
account provider; Zeeshan Syed, a sales manager at a private
bank; and Himanshu Gupta,
a key handler with involve-
ment in cheating and forgery
cases, a police official said.
They were allegedly part of a
network that created shell
companies and opened multi-
ple mule current accounts to
layer and launder the pro-
ceeds of investment frauds,
the police said. The gang
lured victims through social
media groups, using manipu-
lated dashboards to display
fictitious forex trading profits,
a senior police officer said. A
handler, identified as Abdul,
alias Vicky, was currently
under the scanner, the police
added.  The accused were
arrested in separate opera-
tions conducted in Delhi and
Faridabad.
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3 booked for textile bizman’s murder in Faridabad

NAME CHANGE
I, MOHD MUINUDDIN S/O MOHD
MUSLIM R/O C-4B/451, L.N.J.P.
COLONY, MAHARAJA RANJIT,
SINGH MARG, DARYA GANJ,
DELHI-110002, have changed my
name to MOHAMMED MOINUD-
DIN for all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, JC-702489P Rank-SUB
(CLK/SD) Name-AMIN VIKRAM
KUMAR REVA BHAI residing at
VPO-LOLASAN, TEHSIL-HIMMAT-
NAGAR, DIST-SABARKANTHA,
GUJARAT-383010, have changed
my daughter’s name from PRIYAU-
NASHE KUMARI to PRIYANSHI
KUMARI for all future purposes
vide affidavit dated 22/11/2025
Before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, MUKHTAR AHMED S/O MIYAN
MOHD JAAN R/O N-115A/2,
BLOCK-N, BATLA HOUSE, JAMIA
NAGAR, DELHI-110025 have
changed my name to MUKHTAR
AHMAD  for all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, DEEPA KERGETI W/O UMESH
CHANDRA KARGETI R/O F NO-
C03/605, EBONY GREENS, CRE-
SENT PARC, SARE HOMES LAL
KUAN, GHAZIABAD, UTTAR
PRADESH-201002. have changed
my name to DEEPA KARGETI for
all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, UMESH CHANDRA S/O HARI
DATT KARGETI R/O F NO-
C03/605, EBONY GREENS, CRE-
SENT PARC, SARE HOMES LAL
KUAN, GHAZIABAD, UTTAR
PRADESH-201002. have changed
my name to UMESH CHANDRA
KARGETI for all future purpose.

PUBLIC NOTICE
The public at large is informed that
my clients Raghuraj Singh, S/o
Chander Pal, R/o C-12 gali no 2 arya
samaj mandir bhagat singh colony
new usmanpur seelampur north east
delhi-110053 has disowned/debarred
their son, namely Kapil, from their
movable and immovable properties
due to his disrespectful behaviour,
out of control, and has severed their
relations with him for all intents and
purposes with immediate effect.
Anyone who deals with him will do so
at their own risk and responsibility. 

Faisal Sattar (Advocate)

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as Bhisham Kumar

S/o Amarjeet Sejwal R/o E-43 1st
Floor Paryavaran Complex
Saidulajaib Village New-delhi-110030
have changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as Leeladhar
Bhisham Sejwal.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as Kavita Rani W/o
Satyawan Singh Duhan R/o Flat No.
703, Pkt Gh-2, Mig Flats, Bhaghban
Appartment, Near Shahbad Diary,
Sector 28, Rohini, New Delhi,
Sahibabad Daulat Pur, North West
Delhi, Delhi-110042 have changed my
name and shall hereafter be known as
Kavita Duhan.

NAME CHANGE
I Trilok Bairagi S/o Bhikhram Bairagi R/o
Qtr- 1001, Type-2, Block-E, Mohammad
Pur, R K Puram West, South West
Delhi, Delhi-110066 have changed the
name of my minor son Tejasvi Bairagi
aged 7 years and he shall hereafter be
known as Tejash Bairagi.

NAME CHANGE
I, hitherto known as Deepak Kumar
S/o Bhola Ram Arora R/o House No-
1136, Near Batra, Cinema, Dr.
Mukherjee Nagar S.O, North West
Delhi, Delhi-110009, have changed
my name and shall hereafter be
known as Deepak Kumar Arora

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as Gaurav S/o
Mukesh Gupta R/o 235, H-Block,
Shakur Pur, J J Colony, Delhi-110034
have changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as Rahul Gupta.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as Chand
Mohammad S/o Noor Hasan R/o N-
12, N Block, Near Police Chowki,
Sunder Nagari, Mandoli Saboli, North
East, Delhi-110093 have changed my
name and shall hereafter be known as
Chand Myan.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as MOHAMMAD
NOORALAM alias MOHAMMAD
NOOR ALAM S/O AMEER HASAN
KHAN R/O H. NO.1245, E-II BLOCK,
STREET NO.-18/1, NEHRU VIHAR,
NORTH EAST DELHI, DELHI-
110094, have changed my name and
shall hereafter be known as MOHAM-
MAD NOOR ALAM.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as Shaleha Khatoon
W/o Abdul Khalid R/o C-2/465, Gali No-
7, 2nd Pusta Sonia Vihar, Karawal
Nagar, North East Delhi, Delhi-110094
have changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as Saleha khatoon.

NAME CHANGE
I Ankur Jain S/o Vinod Kumar Jain R/o
K-66,S,F, Block-K, Krishna Nagar,
East Deihi, Delhi-110051 have
changed the name of my minor son
Vaig Jain aged 13 years and he shall
hereafter be known as Aksh Jain.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I,
Fahim Khan S/o Mohd Shamim R/o
H.No-1800 Street No.16/A, Rajiv
Gandhi Nagar, New Mustafabad,
North East, Delhi-110094 declare
that name of my father has been
wrongly written as Mohd Shamim
Khan in my 10th and 12th Class
Educational Documents. The actual
name of my father is Mohd Shamim

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I,
Saroj Verma W/o Babloo Verma R/o
House No PVT-165, Plot No-40, Kh
No-180, Puran Garhi, Part-2,
Mukand Pur, North West Delhi, Delhi-
110042 declare that name of my
minor daughter has been wrongly
written as Sonakshi in my minor
daughter Sonakshi Verma aged 13
years in her School Records. The
actual name of my minor daughter is
Sonakshi Verma.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I,
Akash S/o Doku Paswan R/o H.No-
73, D-5 Block, Sultan Puri, North
West Delhi, Delhi-110086 declare
that name of my wife has been
wrongly written as Uma Devi in my
minor son Samrat aged 13 years in
his Birth Certificate No-548. The actu-
al name of my wife is Usha Devi.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I,
Praveen Kumar S/o Kishore Chand
R/o 1785, Uday Chand Marg Arya
Basti, Kotla Mubarak Pur New Delhi,
Lodhi Road, Central Delhi, Delhi-
110003 declare that name of mine
and my father has been wrongly writ-
ten as Parveen Kumar and Kishor
Chand in my 10th Class Educational
Documents. The actual name of
mine and my father are Praveen
Kumar and Kishore Chand.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I,
Ratikant Choubey S/o Rajeshwar
Choubey R/o House No-2 Main
Market Sant Nagar, Gali No-14, Near
N.D.P.L. Office, Sant Nagar Burari,
North Delhi, Delhi-110084 declare
that name of my minor son has been
wrongly written as Sidharth in my
minor son Sidharth Choubey aged 12
years in his School Records. The
actual name of my minor son is
Sidharth Choubey.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I,
PAULRAJ BASKARAN DAVID S/O
KOIL PITCHAI PAULRAJ  R/O 135,
DDAMIG FLATS, PRASAD NAGAR,
NEW DELHI-110005, declare that
name of my wife has been wrongly
written as KALADAVID in my Service
Records. The actual name of my wife
is KALAI DAVID which may be
amended accordingly vide Affidavit
dated 22-11-2025

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I,
PAULRAJ BASKARAN DAVID S/O
KOIL PITCHAI PAULRAJ  R/O B-
13/102, GOVT. QTRS. DEV NAGAR,
NEW DELHI-110005, declare that
name of mine has been wrongly written
as BAULRAJ BASKARAN DAVID in
my PPO No. 349199414950 and
Service Records. The actual name of
mine is PAULRAJ BASKARAN DAVID
which may be amended accordingly
vide affidavit dt. 22-11-2025.

NAME CHANGE
I, ABHISHEK KUMAR S/O ASHOK
KUMAR R/O CB-16, RING ROAD,
NARAINA VILLAGE, SOUTH WEST
DELHI, DELHI-110028, have
changed the name of my minor
daughter VIDITA aged 7 years and
she shall hereafter be known as
VIDITA SINGH.

NAME CHANGE
I SUPRIYA SINGH D/O DEVENDRA
PRASAD SINGH R/O  C160/161,
PANDAV NAGAR DELHI- 110092,  I
have changed my name to MONA
SINGH Permanently for all purposes

NAME CHANGE
I, Ashim S/o N K Biswas R/o B II 618,
J J Colony, Madanpur Khadar, Delhi-
110076 have changed my name to
Ashim Biswas.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information I  Md
Vaship S/O: Abdul Kayum, R/O  A-
480 Meer Vihar. Madan Pur Dabas,
North West Delhi, Delhi-110081,
declare that name of mine, my father
and my mother have been wrongly
written as Waship, Abdul Qayum and
Shazida in my 10th class educational
document. The actual name of mine,
my father and my mother are MD
VASHIP, ABDUL KAYUM, and Sajida
Begum, respectively which may be
amended accordingly.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I
Satender Singh Gujela S/O Chander
Bhan R/O WZ-1800A, BASAI DARA-
PUR, Ramesh Nagar H.O, DIST:
West Delhi, Delhi -110015, declare
that name of mine has been wrongly
written as  Satender Kumar in my
obc certificate no 38810. The actual
name of mine is Satender Singh
Gujela. Respectively which may be
amended accordingly

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I,
SATISH KUMAR S/O SUBHASH
CHANDER R/O H. No-129, Third
floor, bhai Parmanand colony, Dr.
Muhkerjee Nagar, North West Delhi,
Delhi -110009, declare that name of
mine has been wrongly written as
SATISH WADHWA in my minor
Son's namely PARV WADHWA aged
16 Years in his 10th class
Educational Documents. The actual
name of mine is SATISH KUMAR
which may be amended accordingly.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I,
GORIKA W/o PANKAJ KUMAR R/o
Z-257, B, Sector-12, Noida, Po:
Noida, Dist: Gautam Buddha Nagar,
Uttar Pradesh-201301, declare that
name of mine and my minor son
have been wrongly written as GAU-
RIKA DHINGRA and DIVYAM DHIN-
GRA in my minor son DIVYAM aged
17 years in his 10th class education-
al documents. The actual name of
mine and my minor son are GORIKA
and DIVYAM respectively, which may
be amended accordingly.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that  We,
NIRMALA DEVI aged about 62
years wife of Mr. Om Prakash & Mr.
Om Prakash aged about 71 years
son of Late Maha Singh both are
resident of House No. B-40, Gali No.
1, Block-C, Badarpur Extn.
Badarpur, New Delhi-110044, have
separated/debarred our disobedient
son namely "AMAR KUMAR" aged
about 45 years & his wife namely
"SHEETAL" aged about 44 years,
they have been residing separately
from our home, We have dis-
owned/disinherited them from our
moveable and immoveable proper-
ties. If any person's deal with any
consideration amount they have
sole responsible.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Information is given to general pub-
lic at large that our client Mrs.
Himani Devi is the owner of
Freehold Residential Plot No. 32,
area measuring 80 Sq. Sq., out of
total area measuring 160 Sq. Yds.,
out of Khasra No. 15/18/1, situated
in the area of Village, Rajapur
Khurd, Delhi State Delhi, colony
known as Mohan Garden, in Block-
A-3, New Delhi-110059. by virtue of
Regd. GPA With ATS & Will dated
13.04.2007 duly regd. as Doc No.
4468, Vol. No. 11678, Book No. IV,
Page No. 158-163, dated
13.04.2007, in SRO-II Janakpuri,
New Delhi. now our client is declar-
ing that that any other person does
not have any right over the said
property, and same property Sold
too be Mr. Bhagvat Singh and same
has been financed by SMFG India
Home Finance Company Limited
Branch: Moti Nagar, New Delhi.   If
any person(s) have any objection(s)
or claim(s) with respect to the` right,
title or interest in the Said Property
then contact us within 07 days from
the date of Publication of this notice
and or the same to the undersigned
if found by anyone. Thereafter no
claim shall be entertained

[NAVEEN KUMAR VERMA] 
Advocate

F-211,sector-3 Vaishali Ghaziabad 
Uttar Pradesh-201010, Contact at 09958871432 

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE is hereby given to public at
large that my client Mrs. Ritu Jain (75
% Share) & Mrs. Jyotsana Jain
(25% Share) is the owner of Property
no. IX/2619, admeasuring 86 Sq.
yards, with its roof rights, out of Khasra
no. 130, situated in the area of village
Seelampur, in the abadi of Gali no. 16,
Kailash Nagar, Delhi- 110031 vide
Sale Deed dated 04.12.2023 which is
registered and Intend to mortgage the
said property with Aditya Birla
Capital Ltd.  That Original Sale Deed
dated 09.04.2010 as registered as
doc. no. 5812, book no.1, Vol. no.
4544, Page no. 161 to 167, on
09.04.2010, SRO- VIII, New Delhi is
lost/misplaced. If any person(s)
has/have any objection(s) or claim(s)
with respect to the right, title or interest
in the said property may please con-
tact us within 07 days from the date of
this notice on the number & address
mentioned herein below, failing which
my client(s) shall not be held responsi-
ble in any manner whatsoever.

Khaitan & Khaitan
A-38 Kailash Colony, 

New Delhi-110048, 
Ph. No: 011-49774545

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE is hereby given to public at
large that my client Sanjeev Ranjan
Mishra is purchasing the Flat bearing
Private No. 102, on Upper Ground
Floor (without roof/terrace rights), hav-
ing area measuring 70 sq. yds. part of
Plot No. 41-42, having land area
measuring 400 sq. yds., pertaining to
the Khasra No. 26/8/1, situated in the
colony known as Ambika Enclave, in
the area of village Kakrola, New Delhi
from Angoori Devi who is the owner of
the property GPA, Agreement to Sale
& WILL dated 25.10.2025 and Intend
to mortgage the said property with
Aditya Birla Housing Finance Ltd. If
any person(s) has/have any objec-
tion(s) or claim(s) with respect to the
right, title or interest in the said proper-
ty may please contact us within 07
days from the date of this notice on the
number & address mentioned herein
below, failing which my client(s) shall
not be held responsible in any manner
whatsoever.

Khaitan & Khaitan
A-38 Kailash Colony, 

New Delhi-110048, 
Ph. No: 011-49774545

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE is hereby given to public at
large that my client Ravi Malik  is the
owner the Property No.B-11/1, admea-
suring 60 Sq. Yds., carved out of
Khasra No.195, Block-B, situated in the
Village & Post Office Masoodpur, Tehsil
Vasant Vihar, New Delhi vide
Relinquishment Deed dated
16.09.2025 which is registered as
Document No.2025/8/I/6032, Book
No.I, Volume No.4134, on pages 01 to
18, at Sub-Registrar-VIIA, Sarojini
Nagar, New Delhi, on 16.09.2025 and
Intend to mortgage the said property
with Truhome Finance Limited. If any
person(s) has/have any objection(s) or
claim(s) with respect to the right, title or
interest in the said property may please
contact us within 07 days from the date
of this notice on the number & address
mentioned herein below, failing which
my client(s) shall not be held responsi-
ble in any manner whatsoever.

Khaitan & Khaitan
A-38 Kailash Colony, 

New Delhi-110048, 
Ph. No: 011-49774545

Pilot arrested for
filming woman with spy camera

New Delhi: The Delhi Police have arrested a 31-
year-old private airline pilot for allegedly attempting to
secretly film a woman using a hidden spy camera in
South-West Delhi’s Kishangarh area. The accused,
identified as Mohit Priyadarshi, reportedly admitted
that he had been making such videos for his own grati-
fication. The incident occurred on August 30 at Shani
Bazar in Kishangarh village, where the complainant, a
local resident, noticed an unknown man recording
objectionable footage of her without consent using a
device disguised as a lighter. A case was registered at
Kishangarh police station and investigation initiated.
With the help of CCTV footage and circulation of the
suspect’s photograph through the local intelligence net-
work, he was traced and apprehended. The police said
Priyadarshi confessed during interrogation. The
lighter-shaped spy camera used in the offence was
recovered from his possession. 
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honestly," the dispatcher calmly road.Bangladesh Earthquake .(Agency) 
responded. "I had a witness who was  A US driver was left shocked and Eagle Knocks Out Drone

narrowly escaped injuries after a cat like, 'That is the craziest thing I've ever This is not the first instance when a bald 
fell from the sky and crashed through seen," the caller added while reeling eagle has made headlines in the US. In 
their car windshield. In a 911 call, the from the crash. 2020, a bald eagle took down a 
unidentified driver, who was government drone at a 
riding along a highway near M i c h i g a n  l a k e .  
the Great Smoky Mountains Env i ronmen ta l  qua l i t y  
National Park in North analyst Hunter King was 
Carolina, said a bald eagle had piloting a Phantom 4 Pro 
dropped the feline on the Advanced quadcopter drone 
passenger side of the car.The to map the erosion of the 
incident took place on US shoreline when he noticed the 
Route 74 in Swain County, signal was fading.A few 
near Bryson City, which is seconds later, the device 
about 65 miles southwest of started spiralling down 
Asheville, according to a towards the lake after a bald 
report in The Guardian. As per eagle tore off the device's 
the audio recording of the propeller. The department 
exchange, the driver told the stated that the incident “could 
dispatcher that they might not have been a territorial 
believe what had happened to As the driver continued narrating the squabble with the electronic foe, or just 
them."You may not believe me, but I incident, the 911 responder offered a hungry eagle".According to the US 
just had a bald eagle drop a cat through some assurance, saying, "Oh my Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS), 
my windshield," the stunned driver goodness. Let's see. I've heard crazier." there are around 316,700 bald eagles in 

The driver confirmed that the cat died said, adding. "It absolutely shattered the US, which is  considered 
and was lying on the other side of the my windshield.""OK. I do believe you, endangered since the 1980s.

NEWS BOX

Major MAGA Figure Quits US Congress After 
Falling Out With Trump Over Epstein

'You May Not Believe': US Driver in 911 Call After 
Bald Eagle Drops Cat Through Windshield

China Used India-Pak 
Conflict To Conduct "Real-
World" Test Of  Its Weapons: 
Report

New Close-Up Shots From 
Dubai Show Tejas Wreckage 

Engulfed In Flames
WASHINGTON . (Agency) 

 Dubai Air Show attendee captured the moment the Tejas 
fighter jet crashed during a flying demonstration, 
bursting into a ball of flames, sending up a plume of 
thick black smoke. The crowd at the Al Maktoum 
International Airport, who had gathered to witness the 
air show, is seen jumping out of their seats to look at 
the crash and capture it on their mobile phones.

Abu Bakr, a real estate advisor, had gone to attend the 
Dubai Air show because of his interest in it. One of the 
videos captured by Bakr shows the final moments of 
the Tejas aircraft before it crashed.

A single-seat Light Combat Aircraft (LCA) Tejas fighter 
jet was executing a negative G turn before it slammed 
the ground. The aircraft transitioned from a negative G 
manoeuvre into a roll, which is another aerobatic 
display manoeuvre. However, it was flaying at a very 
low attitude at this stage, and the roll appears to not 
have been a snap or quick roll that could have enabled 
the aircraft to enter horizontal flight.The aircraft 
seems to have lost some altitude during the manoeuvre. 
By the time the aircraft was able to get wings level 
after completing the barrel roll, the vertical speed of 
the aircraft (the rate of the speed at which it was 
descending) was too high, and the aircraft crashed and 
smashed into the ground.The jet started to go lower 
and lower. We thought the pilot would pull up the jet, 
but it crashed on the spot," Bakr said recalling the 
incidentThe plane went down at around 2:10 pm local 
time, according to eyewitnesses and videos sourced 
byThe pictures and videos shared by the attendee show 
the fighter jet engulfed in flames and then covered in 
clouds of thick black smoke.In close-up shots, the jet is 
seen descending and then lying on the ground in 
flames. Post crash images show the wreckage - charred, 
mangled remains of the crashed jet.

What Is Negative G Manoeuvre
Negative G in aviation refers to forces acting on an 

aircraft and its contents in the opposite direction of 
normal gravity. These forces are typically experienced 
during aerobatic manoeuvres, sudden descent, or 
severe turbulence.If not properly managed, negative G 
can lead to disorientation or loss of consciousness due 
to blood pooling in the head. Pilots undergo specific 
training to manage and mitigate the effects of negative 
G forces during flight operations.Wing Commander 
Namansh Syal Died In Dubai Tejas Crash

Wing Commander Namansh Syal, the Indian Air Force 
pilot, died in the Tejas fighter jet crash. The 34-year-
old pilot was a native of Patiyalkar village in the 
Kangra district of Himachal Pradesh. He is survived 
by his wife, also an IAF officer, their six-year-old 
daughter and his parents.

WORLD

US Threatens To Cut Intel, 
Weapons To Press Ukraine 
Into Peace Deal: Report

world . (Agency) 
Artificial intelligence may be a useful tool for learning, 

but don't use it for your homework, Pope Leo told 
about 15,000 US youth during a question-and-
answer session on Friday.In a live video 
transmission from the Vatican to a national Catholic 
youth conference in Indianapolis, Indiana, Leo told 
the young people that AI is "becoming one of the 
defining features of our time."Using AI responsibly 
means using it in ways that help you grow," said the 
pope. "Don't ask it to do your homework for you."

Leo, the first US pope, spoke for about 40 minutes with 
the youth in the first such event of his six-month 
papacy, answering questions about the Catholic faith 
and giving advice on how to make friends in school.

The pope, who has been ramping up criticism of US 
President Donald Trump's anti-immigration policies, 
also briefly spoke about politics.

He said Jesus wants Christians to be "people who build 
bridges instead of walls," invoking one of the late 
Pope Francis' strongest criticisms of Trump."Please 
be careful not to use political categories to speak 
about faith, to speak about the Church," Leo told the 
young people.”The Church doesn't belong to any 
political party," he said. "Rather, she helps form your 
conscience … so you can think and act with wisdom 
and love.”

Kyiv.   (Agency) 
The United States has threatened to cut intelligence 

sharing and weapons supplies for Ukraine to press it 
into agreeing to the framework of a US-brokered 
peace deal, two people familiar with the matter said.

The sources, speaking on condition of anonymity, said 
that Kyiv was under greater pressure from 
Washington than during any previous peace 
discussions, and that the US wanted Ukraine to sign a 
framework of the deal by next Thursday."They want 
to stop the war and want Ukraine to pay the price," 
one of the sources said.Washington has presented 
Ukraine with a 28-point plan, which endorses some of 
Russia's principal demands in the war, including that 
Kyiv cede additional territory, curb the size of its 
military and be barred from joining NATO.

A delegation of senior US. military officials met with 
President Volodymyr Zelensky in Kyiv on Thursday 
to discuss a path to peace.The US ambassador in 
Ukraine and the army public affairs chief travelling 
with the delegation described the meeting as a 
success and said Washington sought an "aggressive 
timeline" for the signature of a document between the 
US and Ukraine.

 

world . (Agency) 
 China "opportunistically" used the India-Pakistan 

conflict in May to "test and promote" its defence 
capabilities, a bipartisan US commission has said in 
its annual report.The report by the US-China 
Economic and Security Review Commission, 
published on Tuesday, said that Beijing leveraged 
the four-day conflict to "test and advertise the 
sophistication of its weapons, useful in the contexts 
of its ongoing border tensions with India and its 
expanding defence industry goals"."This clash was 
the first time China's modern weapons systems, 
including the HQ-9 air defence system, PL-15 air-to-
air missiles, and J-10 fighter aircraft were used in 
active combat, serving as a real-world field 
experiment," the report said.China then reportedly 
offered to sell 40 J-35 fifth-generation fighter jets, 
KJ-500 aircraft, and ballistic missile defence 
systems to Pakistan in June, the report said.

In the weeks after the conflict, Chinese embassies also 
praised the "successes" of its systems in the India-
Pakistan clash, seeking to "bolster weapons sales", 
the report, which is based on committee hearings and 
research that includes publicly available information 
and media reports, said. The report also said that 
characterisation of the May conflict as a "proxy war" 
would overstate China's role as an "instigator".

China Ran Campaign To Discredit Rafale Jet After 
India-Pak ConflictChina also ran a "disinformation 
campaign" to discredit the French Rafale fighter jet 
after the India-Pakistan conflict, the report 
said."According to French intelligence, China 
initiated a disinformation campaign to hinder sales 
of French Rafales in favour of its own J-35s, and it 
used fake social media accounts to propagate AI and 
video game images of supposed "debris" from the 
planes China's weaponry destroyed," the report 
said.It said that Chinese embassy officials convinced 
Indonesia to halt a purchase of Rafale jets already in 
process.China, however, rejected the report as 
"disinformation".

Trump and Mamdani go from adversaries 
to allies after White House meeting

Saudi intelligence officials and 
a forensic doctor killed and 

dismembered Jamal 
Khashoggi at the Saudi 

Consulate in Istanbul in 2018.

United States America Great Again (MAGA) .  (Agency) The former key political ally to Trump 
movement ,  but  the president  subsequently said she was being US lawmaker Marjorie Taylor Greene, 
announced he was withdrawing all targeted by a wave of threats.an influential figure of the far right, 
support for "'Wacky' Marjorie" on announced Friday she is quitting her The shock move by Greene was the 

seat in Congress, one week after clearest sign yet of a growing split 
President Donald Trump pulled his in MAGA world, in churn over 
support for the former staunch ally. strong Democratic victories in this 

month's off-year elections, and In a video posted online, the 51-year-
Trump's chummy White House old Republican congresswoman 
meeting earlier Friday with leftist from Georgia elected in 2020 said 
mayor-elect Zohran Mamdani.The she had "always been despised in 
movement has been particularly Washington DC and never fit 
riven over Trump's flip-flop on the in."Greene said she did not want her 
case of convicted sex offender supporters and family to endure "a 
Jeffrey Epstein, whose web of hurtful and hateful primary against 
contacts allegedly included several me by the President we all fought for, 
American elites.”Standing up for only to fight and win my election 
American women who were raped while Republicans will likely lose 
at 14, trafficked and used by rich the midterms. November 7.He followed up again the 

powerful men should not result in me "I will be resigning from office with my next morning with multiple posts on 
being called a traitor and threatened by last day being January 5, 2026," she his Truth Social platform attacking 
the President of the United States, said.Greene had previously been a Greene as a "lightweight" and even a 
whom I fought for," Greene said.standard-bearer of Trump's Make "traitor" to the Republican Party.

 WASHINGTON. increasing political pressure to show he’s was behaving like a despot. Instead, Trump easier than explaining it. I don’t  . (Agency) 
 President Donald Trump on Friday met the addressing voter concerns about the cost of said the responsibility of holding an mind.”Trump stepped in again when a 

man who had proudly proclaimed himself living.Until now, the men have been executive position in the government reporter asked Mamdani why he flew to 
“Donald Trump's worst nightmare,” but political foils who galvanized their causes a person to change, saying that had Wa s h i n g t o n  i n s t e a d  o f  t a k i n g  

he seemed to find the opposite. supporters by taking on each other, and it's transportation that used less fossil 
unclear how those backers will react to fuels.Mamdani, who takes office in The Republican president and New York 
t h e i r  g e n i a l  g e t - t o g e t h e r  a n d  January, said he sought the meeting with City’s Mayor-elect Zohran Mamdani were 
complimentary words.“We’re going to be Trump to talk about ways to make New warm and friendly, speaking repeatedly of 
helping him, to make everybody’s dream York City more affordable. Trump has their shared goals to help Trump's 
come true, having a strong and very safe said he may want to help him out — hometown rather than their combustible 
New York,” the president said.“What I although he has also falsely labeled differences.Trump, who had in the past 
really appreciate about the president is that Mamdani as a “communist” and called Mamdani a "100% Communist 
the meeting that we had focused not on threatened to yank federal funds from the Lunatic" and a “total nut job," spoke 
places of disagreement, which there are city.But Trump on Friday didn't sling that openly of how impressed he was with the 
many, and also focused on the shared at the mayor. He acknowledged that he man who had called his administration 
purpose that we have in serving New had said he had been prepared to cut off been the case for him.He seemed at times “authoritarian.”“I think he is going to 
Yorkers,” Mamdani said. Mamdani and funding or make it harder for New York even protective of Mamdani, jumping in on surprise some conservative people, 
Trump said they discussed housing City to access federal resources if the two his behalf at several points. For example, actually," Trump said of the democratic 
affordability and the cost of groceries and had failed to “get along,” only to pull back when reporters asked Mamdani to clarify socialist as Mamdani stood next to him in 
utilities, as Mamdani successfully used from those threats during the meeting.“We his past statements indicating that he the Oval Office.The meeting offered 
frustration over inflation to get elected, just don’t want that to happen," Trump said. "I thought the president was acting like a political opportunities for both men. For 
as the president did in the 2024 d o n ’ t  t h i n k  t h a t ’ s  g o i n g  t o  fascist, Trump said, “I’ve been called much Mamdani, a sit-down offered the state 
election.“Some of his ideas are really the happen.”Afterward, Mamdani’s former worse than a despot.”When a reporter lawmaker — who until recently was 
same ideas that I have,” the president said campaign manager and incoming chief of asked if Mamdani stood by his comments relatively unknown — the chance to go 
of Mamdani about inflationary issues.The staff Elle Bisgaard-Church told NY1 that that Trump is a fascist, Trump interjected head-to-head with the most powerful 
president brushed aside Mamdani's the pair clearly disagreed on some issues before the mayor-elect could fully answer person in the world.For Trump, it was a 
criticisms of him over his administration's but were able to find common ground on the question.“That’s OK. You can just say high-profile chance to talk about 
deportation raids and claims that Trump things like reducing crime.“yes. OK?” Trump said. “It’s easier. It’s affordability at a time when he’s under 

WASHINGTON.

some of Washington's highest honors for a family has extensive business dealings in reviewed that call. He said that out of all the 
foreign dignitary, deepening the business Saudi Arabia that at times have benefitted calls he reviewed in his job, the calls with 
and military relationship between the two from the prince's direct involvement.The Zelenskyy and Prince Mohammed stood 
nations.Saudi intelligence officials and a situation carries echoes of Trump’s first out as the most concerning. He called the 
forensic doctor killed and dismembered impeachment over his July 2019 call with transcript of the call with the Saudi ruler 
Jamal Khashoggi at the Saudi Consulate in Volodymyr Zelenskyy, in which he asked “shocking.”"The Kashoggi family and the 
Istanbul in 2018.“There is no American people deserve to know what 
justification to kidnap him, torture was said on that call," he added.
him, to kill him and to cut him to During Prince Mohammed's state visit 
pieces,” Hanan Elatr Khashoggi this week, Hanan Elatr Khashoggi has 
said Friday during an emotional tried to serve as a reminder of her late 
news conference. “This is a husband's brutal killing. Originally  (Agency)
terrorist act.” from Egypt, Khashoggi received The widow of Washington Post journalist 

The demand in Congress for the political asylum in the U.S. in 2023 and Jamal Khashoggi called Friday for the 
Trump administration to release currently lives in Virginia. She cast the release of the transcript of a 2019 phone 
the call transcripts is being led Rep. demand for the transcript as a call that President Donald Trump had with 
Eugene Vindman, a freshman continuation of his work standing up Mohammed bin Salman,  joining 
Democrat from Virginia who was for human rights and criticizing Saudi Democratic lawmakers who are raising 
deputy legal adviser to the National rulers.“I need to know what is the truth questions about whether Trump personally 
Security Council during Trump’s in this conversation,” she said.benefitted from his embrace of the Saudi 
first term.Vindman, who has When asked if the White House would crown prince. the new Ukraine president to do him a reviewed the transcript of the phone call release the transcript, White House Hanan Elatr Khashoggi appeared on Capitol “favor” in investigating his presidential with Prince Mohammed, declined to go communications director Steven Cheung in Hill on Friday morning on the heels of rival, Joe Biden. At the time, Trump ended into specifics of the classified document a statement called Vindman "a bitter back-Trump's dismissal of U.S. intelligence up releasing a transcript of the call with Friday, but said it used “the terminology of bencher who nobody takes seriously. He is a findings that Prince Mohammed most Zelenskyy in which he also said he would quid pro quo, the ensuing benefits that the serial liar and was part of the hoax relating likely had culpability in the October 2018 withhold $400 million in military aid.president reaped.”The Democratic to the perfect Ukraine call, in which the slaying of her husband. Trump also Vindman, then at the security council, also lawmakers also pointed out that Trump’s Ukrainian president said so himself.”lavished the Saudi ruler this week with 

Don't Let AI Do Your 
Homework, Pope Leo Tells US 
Youth

Khashoggi's widow and Democrats demand release of  call 
transcript with Trump and Saudi crown prince
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specific State functions such as delivering services, With the rollout of the long-awaited data protection rules, 
issuing certificates, and granting licences. While the Digital Personal Data Protection Act, 2023 has entered 
these carve-outs have triggered concerns among the implementation stage, marking a shift in how personal 
privacy advocates, the rules do require government information will be handled in India’s expanding digital 
agencies to follow defined standards when handling ecosystem. The government has adopted a phased rollout: 
such data. The balance between public interest and some provisions take effect immediately, while the full 
personal privacy will depend on how these framework will be operational over the next 18 months. In 
exemptions are exercised and overseen.Despite this first phase, companies must publish privacy notices in 
apprehensions, the arrival of a formal data protection clear, accessible language, appoint grievance officers, and 
regime is both necessary and overdue. The rules establish data-retention and deletion systems. At the heart 
empower citizens by giving them the right to correct of the rules lies the principle of informed consent— 
or withdraw their data and by demanding greater entities must clearly state why they are collecting personal 
accountability from entities that process it. At a time data and how they intend to use it. Added safeguards for 
when personal information is routinely misused for children and persons with disabilities underline the intent 

introduces consent managers— government-approved fraud, profiling, and manipulation, the emphasis on to give individuals meaningful control over their digital 
platforms that will allow users to view, modify, or accuracy, consent, and security is timely. The possibility footprints.The rules provide guidance on retention and 
withdraw permissions in one place. These systems must of state overreach remains a legitimate concern, but it deletion of data. Any organisation collecting personal 
be in place by November 2026, potentially reshaping how should not overshadow the value of a comprehensive information must ensure it is erased once its purpose is 
people monitor and manage their data across services. protection framework. As implementation unfolds, real-fulfilled and notify individuals before deletion. In the 

The government has, however, granted itself exemptions to world challenges will emerge, offering opportunities to event of a data breach, companies must report the incident 
process personal data, including that of minors, for refine and strengthen the system further.to the authorities within 72 hours. The framework also 

Connecting India’s two-
speed economy

Terrorism rooted in rancour, distrust

and sentence of the leader of the opposition in the Lok ecosystems.That Chief Justice Gavai chose to review Gautam Bhatia called it. How far this Chief Justice could In his 1958 essay on the need for judges to retire, James C 
Sabha. The court considered the serious ramifications on and recall the judgement at the behest of the Centre and assert against a mighty executive is a pertinent question. Sheppard used the memorable phrase “the age of judges 
Section 8(3) of the Representation of the People Act, others is highly dispiriting. Justice Ujjal Bhuyan’s On the judicial side, he could do it in many cases, though and judges of the ages”. The 52nd Chief Justice of India, 
1950, contemplating disqualification of parliament dissent in the case is an exposition of the fragilities of the not in all.On the administrative side, by acting as the B R Gavai, retires on November 23 on account of his age. 
membership based on the conviction. He upheld not only course adopted by the Chief Justice. Charles Evans master of the roster, he permitted a Bench led by Chief ‘Judges of the ages’ emerge only rarely, based on the 
the right of an elected MP, but also that of the electorate Hughes, Chief Justice of the US in the 1930s, said, “A Justice designate Surya Kant to allow the special seminal contributions made to the nation and to 
who wanted him to represent them. His Bench’s dissent in a court of last resort is an appeal to the intensive revision (SIR) to happen in Bihar, without humanity at large. It requires courage, conviction, and a 
intervention averted an unprecedented addressing the basic legal challenge against the great level of judicial integrity, accompanied by all other 
tragedy of an MP being disqualified for process based on the provisions in the judicial virtues.Let’s start the summation of Justice 
the conviction and maximum punishment Representation of the People Act. Now SIRs in Gavai’s era near its end. His latest pronouncement, on 
imposed in a case based on a private several other states are coming up for the presidential reference, realised the issues correctly, 
complaint. The bail order he issued to consideration before the Supreme Court. yet provided no solutions. Though the permissibility of 
activist Teesta Setalvad also had a Allotment of cases to a particular Bench cannot be judicial review over gubernatorial delay was 
libertarian message.With In Re: a matter of public opinion. The impact of the acknowledged in Thursday’s judgement, by rejecting the 
Directions in the Matter of Demolition of rulings by any Bench on the country’s democracy idea of deemed assent, he negated the pragmatism in the 
Structures (2024), dealing with states’ cannot be lost sight of. This is how the Chief Tamil Nadu governor’s case. Deemed assent is a 
unsanctioned bulldozer action on its Justice, as the master of the roster, becomes a constitutional imperative in situations of extreme delay. 
citizens’ properties, he reminded the centre-point of attention, even in cases where he It also averts the situation of erring governors facing 
states how their mischief overturned the was not a party.Chief Justice Gavai maintained the action for contempt of court. The Constitution Bench led 
very idea of the rule of law—one of the online court system, the most radical by Justice Gavai missed this cardinal aspect.
fundamenta l  p r inc ip les  o f  our  administrative reform in the Supreme Court This week, his Bench also struck down the Tribunal 
democracy. The partial stay granted by initiated by the previous Chief Justice D Y Reforms Act, 2021 whose provisions attempted to create 
him on the Waqf (Amendment) Act, 2025 Chandrachud. Chief Justice Gavai’s reluctance to executive dominance in India’s tribunal system. As such, 
reflected his readiness to interfere in facilitate enough number of Constitution Benches it was an assertion of judicial independence.As a judge 
cases of majoritarian onslaught, so as to has been a matter of concern.In conclusion, one of the apex court, Justice Gavai was part of the Bench 
keep a fine balance between parliament’s may not be able to describe him as a judge of the that validated the abrogation of the special status of 
power and the limitations imposed on it ages. He did his best to distance himself from a Jammu and Kashmir. By the time it was decided, the case 
by the Constitution. self-intensifying executive. His gesture against had practically become infructuous, as the state’s special 

post-retirement avenues for judges, made in the In environmental cases, at times, only status had been irrecoverably abolished by then. Again, 
public domain, is remarkable. The judicial extreme judicial postures can lead to moderate solutions. he was part of the Bench in the Association for brooding spirit of law, to the intelligence of a future day.” 

maturity that he presented in the shoe-gate incident was The requirement for environmental clearance before Democratic Reforms (2024) case that struck down the Chief Justice Gavai’s indulgence towards ‘green 
commendable. Pursuant to the offensive act, in a caste-commencement of potentially hazardous projects was dubious scheme of electoral bonds. His endorsement to crackers’ during this year’s Diwali also had an adverse 
ridden society, he placed himself above such prejudices underlined in a 1994 Environment Impact Assessment the 2016 demonetisation scheme in 2023 was practically impact on Delhi’s already contaminated air.Like many 
with an ethically-strong silence. He did not give an Notification issued by the Centre, followed by another inconsequential; the delay in adjudication was, however, of his predecessors, Chief Justice Gavai occupied the 
impression of acting in tune with the regime’s dictates.notification in 2006. The Vanashakti judgement of May not attributable to him.He has acted in situations that highest position in the country’s judiciary only for a 

2025, which prohibited the Centre from granting ‘ex After all, we live in an age when judges who try to were ostensibly unjust and inconceivable. In Rahul short period. Yet, this was a significant time when India’s 
post facto environmental clearance’ was a radical disassociate with the regime of the day deserve to be Gandhi vs Purnesh Ishvarbhai Modi (2023), it was a judicial system begun to transform itself into an 
measure intended to protect the nation’s fragile appreciated and acknowledged on that count alone.Bench led by Justice Gavai that stayed the conviction executive court and an executive’s court, as scholar 

Data protection rules a work in progress towards trust economy

The parallel analysis of some key indicators reveals 
a sharp and persistent divergence in India’s growth 
story. The National Statistics Office’s Index of 
Industrial Production for September 2025, when 
combined with the RBI’s Industrial Outlook 
Survey for July-September 2025, highlights a 
troubling conflict. Industrial growth is being 
vigorously driven by investment and capital 
goods, but is being held back by uneven household 
demand, particularly in mass-market segments.

Simply put, while metal beams, electrical 
machinery, and motor parts are accelerating 
India’s industrial complex, the underlying 
sentiment paints a picture of a ‘divided engine’. 
Investment is thriving, supported by policy and 
corporate confidence, but mass consumption is 
disturbingly lagging. This divergence presents a 
central challenge to policy makers: how to 
synchronise these two disparate growth 
trajectories and ensure the current investment 
boom translates into inclusive prosperity.

Headline figures confirm industry’s structural 
resilience. The IIP grew 4 percent this September. 
The manufacturing sector contributed much of 
this growth, expanding by a respectable 4.8 
p e r c e n t .  W i t h i n  t h i s ,  h i g h - w e i g h t  
industries—notably, basic metals and electrical 
equipment—acted as the primary accelerators, 
strongly signalling active industrial investment 
and infrastructure activity.

IIP’s ‘use-based’ classification helps us distinguish 
clearly between long-term capacity creation and 
immediate consumer behaviour. The 10.5 percent 
surge in infrastructure and construction goods 
reflects a strong policy dividend arising from 
continued government capital expenditure.This 
public spending acts as a powerful counter-
cyclical tool, generating demand for fundamental 
industrial inputs like steel and cement. Capex-led 
momentum is directly driving higher output for 
basic metals (12.3 percent growth) and electrical 
equipment (28.7 percent)—sectors that form the 
backbone of industrial capacity creation and 
productivity enhancement.Crucially, the 4.7 
percent growth of capital goods affirms that 
businesses view the infrastructure push as 
structural and enduring, justifying significant 
fresh investment commitments. This is perhaps 
the most optimistic signal: the private sector is de-
risking its long-term bet on India’s growth 
potential. Furthermore, the strong 10.2 percent 
growth in consumer durables reflects entrenched 
urban affluence, with higher incomes confidently 
deployed toward discretionary, large-ticket 
spending. This investment focus, while crucial, 
also provides the context for the RBI’s optimistic 
survey results.The central bank’s survey adds the 
manufacturers’ lens, offering structural relief and 
future-oriented confidence that helps understand 
this duality better. The survey reports easing 
pressures from the cost of raw material, financing 
cost, and salary outgo in July-September 2025-26. 
This reduction in input inflation and debt burden is 
a massive win for corporate balance sheets.

This is the key analytical connection: falling 
operating costs, combined with robust output in 
capex-linked sectors, directly implies higher profit 
margins and stronger financial liquidity for core 
industries. This explains how high-margin sectors 
like basic metals and auto components (which 
grew 14.6 percent) can sustain such high output 
and confidence, creating a virtuous cycle on the 
supply side.The corporate mood regarding the 
future remains overwhelmingly optimistic. The 
RBI’s Business Assessment Index rose to a 
comfortable expansionary territory, while the 
Business Expectations Index for the subsequent 
quarter remained stable at a highly expansionary 
level. Manufacturers are confidently predicting 
improved demand conditions all the way into 
April-June 2026.Underpinning this hope is the 
expectation that current infrastructure spending 
will eventually unleash pent-up consumer 
demand, supported by regained pricing power. 
Manufacturers anticipate the market will be 
resilient enough to absorb price increases, which is 
a critical indicator of genuine economic strength. 
Importantly, this long-term confidence is also 
reflected in a strong employment outlook.

America’s support for stern action against terrorists THE blast that killed 15 people near the Red Fort on Such an approach rarely works. If citizens do not welcome 
according to the law of the land.Reading between the lines, November 10 came as a rude shock not only to our the prospect of brotherhood, there is no way that the 
it can be guessed that he advised against another round of muscular government but also to citizens across the Indian State — or any State, for that matter — can rule 
Op Sindoor. It would be foolhardy to enter into an armed country. A terror module allied to the Pakistan-based except by force. Terrorism sprouts in such settings. The 
conflict with our nuclear-armed neighbour. We may suffer Jaish-e-Mohammed was unearthed. Most of those Irish Republican Army kept the British Army on its toes 
some loss of ego and pride but that would be a small price arrested so far are doctors.What is so surprising? The for a century and more in Northern Ireland. It was an 
to pay in the backdrop of the progress we have made common man can’t imagine that those whose noble uneasy peace that was enforced till the British 
through infrastructure development and economic profession expects them to serve the public can play a part government decided to change tack and began to 
advancement during PM Modi’s reign.The investigation in terror activities. Among the accused are Muslim concentrate on winning hearts and minds instead.

Some of the main conspirators in the Red Fort blast case are into the Red Fort case has been entrusted to the National doctors from states/UTs such as J&K, Uttar Pradesh, 
from Pulwama, which had witnessed a suicide bombing Investigation Agency, presently led by Sadanand Date, Haryana and West Bengal.There is tough competition for 

seats in medical colleges. Studies continue for over five 
years, and if students wish to specialise in any branch of 
medicine, it entails another two years or more. Having 
spent the best years of their youth preparing for a 
profession that is all about curing patients and saving 
lives, why would they turn to killing or maiming innocent 
people?The answer lies in the motives of other terror 
modules that have been busted over the years. Abhinav 
Bharat was a lone module surprisingly embedded in the 
majority community; it was unearthed by Maharashtra’s 
Anti-Terrorist Squad. Its members resorted to terrorism 
because they were dissatisfied with the steps taken by the 
ruling BJP against jihadi terrorists.Deep anger drove even 
those who were advantageously placed in the political 
sphere. So, what about those who had already got a raw 
deal? The ground was prepared for rancour and hate to 
thrive when the Muslim-majority J&K was deprived of 
statehood and condemned to an inferior status by those 
who should have welcomed it into the ranks of the secular 
and the equal. It was a rude reminder to the people of the 
state-turned-UT that they could not be trusted.The Modi-
Shah duo could not stop boasting about the 
transformation it had engineered in J&K. The UT was 
flooded with more troops and paramilitary forces, 
expecting thereby that cross-border terrorism and 
separatism among the Kashmiris would be curbed. That 

in February 2019 that claimed the lives of 40 CRPF easily one of the best IPS officers I have come across in my 
happened initially because of the surprise factor. It took a 

personnel. India retaliated with the Balakot airstrikes. years in the police and after my retirement. He is an officer 
few years for the disgruntled elements to regroup, but the 

Earlier this year, Operation Sindoor was our successfully with a conscience — fair, just and honest to the core. He 
inevitable rejection has surfaced and become a reality.

executed reply to the Pahalgam terror attack. The Indian will deliver the culprits to the courts and hope that justice is 
Legendary statesman Atal Bihari Vajpayee had approached 

Air Force and the supporting ground forces carried out done.The terror module had planned attacks all over India. 
this ticklish and perennial Hindu-Muslim problem with 

their jobs with precision by dismantling several terror Its tentacles had spread far beyond Haryana and the Al 
much thought and finesse. He placed his trust in AS Dulat 

hideouts in our neighbour’s territory.Unfortunately, our Falah University where it incubated. At least one major 
(R&AW chief in 1999-2000), who had cultivated a lasting 

Prime Minister could not restrain his euphoria and task has been achieved as several smaller modules have 
friendship with Farooq Abdullah. The Abdullahs have 

threatened to repeat Op Sindoor if and when Pakistan been neutralised, but the strife will continue in the 
been largely responsible for the Kashmiri Muslim siding 

dared to sponsor terror across the border again. Neither foreseeable future.Distrust between Hindus and Muslims 
with India in its territorial dispute with its Muslim-

warring neighbours nor major world powers will be able has existed for centuries, and I dare say the animosity will 
majority neighbour Pakistan. But the present BJP-led 

to cope with the consequences of never-ending hostilities not disappear in a hurry. But a modus vivendi has to be 
government had other plans. It decided to use aggression 

in the Indian subcontinent.After the Delhi car blast, US worked out for the simple reason that even a muscular 
to subdue the native Kashmiri Muslim and prove to its 

Secretary of State Marco Rubio issued a statement regime cannot just wish away 15 per cent (Muslims) of 
supporters that it was a strong government, unlike the 

praising India’s “studied response” and success in India’s population. Lynchings, bulldozer justice, 
Congress-led UPA and even the Vajpayee dispensation.

identifying terror modules within the country. He voiced allegations of love jihad — all this has to stop.

Probe into Delhi car blast shows that even doctors are not immune to radicalisation

The rules empower citizens by giving them the right to correct or withdraw their data and by demanding greater accountability from entities that process it

  

     

Justice Gavai deserves appreciation for asserting the judiciary’s independence, as the strike-down of the Tribunal Reforms 

Act showed. But his verdict on presidential reference missed a cardinal point.

In fine balance: An assessment of Justice Gavai's raj
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NEWS BOX

runs in the next 10 overs — the West Indies deflecting the ball from the dangling bat New Delhi. (Agency) 
were 96-7 — and the tail again was called onto his stumps.A good length ball from HAMILTON: The West Indies' bold decision 
on to come to the rescue.New Zealand holds Kyle Jamieson undid John Campbell who to bat first after winning the toss backfired 
an unassailable 2-0 lead in the three-match made 26 from 24 balls. Campbell followed Saturday when the Caribbean side was 
series after winning the first match by seven the ball outside his off stump and, when it bowled out by New Zealand for 161 in the 

straightened, edged to Michael third one-day international.First 
Bracewell at slip.Hope looked set at through Matt Henry with the new 
16 and was unlucky to be caught ball, then with effective use of 
down the leg side by wicketkeeper the short ball and later with 
Tom Latham off Zak Foules. Mitch Santner's spin, New 
Sherfane Rutherford made 19 before Zealand dismissed the tourists in 
trying to ramp a short ball from Jacob 36.2 overs.
Duffy which bounced more sharply West Indies captain Shai Hope was 
than he expected. The ball flew to happy to bat first on what looked 
Mark Chapman running in from to be a docile pitch at Seddon 
backward point.Mitchell Santner Park, dry and sparsely grassed. 
spun out Justin Greaves (1) and But there was a little swing early 
Matthew Forde (0) in the same over and, when that abated, New 
before Duffy bounced out Shamar Zealand's persistence with a 
Springer (12).shorter length paid off as batters 

Roston Chase bolstered the innings made a start but often fell to soft 
with 38 from 51 balls before falling to dismissals.
a short ball from Henry which flew to Henry dismissed Ackeem Auguste 
Bracewell at extra cover.Khary and Keacy Carty within the 
Pierre, playing for the first time in the space of three balls in the fifth runs and the second by five wickets.

series, showed some defiance with an over after the West Indies had made a bright Henry first removed Auguste (17) with a back 
unbeaten 22, including two sixes before start. The tourists scored at a run a ball of a length delivery which the batter tried to 
Henry finished the innings with the wicket through the first 10-over power play but lost pull and top-edged to Rachin Ravindra. 
of Jayden Seales. Henry took 4-43 and three wickets in that period which exposed Carty was hurried by a short ball outside off 
Duffy and Santer both took 2-27.the middle order.Four wickets fell for 36 stump which he tried, too late, to leave 

PERTH lunch. Immediately after charging at Scott Duckett a reprieve on the last ball before the . (Agency)
Boland and being hit on the left forearm, he break.Starc's stunning catch to dismiss  Mitchell Starc’s extraordinary return catch 
was given out lbw to the Australian fast Crawley for a pair was the highlight of a didn’t trigger another batting slide, with 

comparatively mild session in the England instead managing to extend its 
context of the first test. He removed the lead to 99 runs at lunch Saturday in the 
England opener in the first over of the A s h e s  s e r i e s  o p e n e r  a g a i n s t  
second innings a day after dismissing Australia.Only two wickets fell on the 
him in the first over of the match — that second morning in Perth — one for each 
started a chaotic opening day when 19 team.England took a 40-run first-innings 
wickets for 295 runs in 72 overs.Starc, lead after dismissing Australia for 132 in 
who took a career-best 7-58 on Day 1, the sixth over when Brydon Carse 
was fully into his follow-through after dismissed Nathan Lyon.
a delivering a ball at around 140 kph The Australians had resumed on 123-9 on 
(87 mph) and had the athletic ability to Day 2 in response to England’s first 
lunge to his left and take the catch at innings of 172. Starc removed Zac 
full stretch just above ground level to Crawley before England had scored for 
remove Crawley.the second time in as many innings. This 

The Barmy Army of touring fans were in time, though, Ben Duckett (28) and Ollie 
full voice on the second day, when Pope (24) combined to lift England to bowler.England reviewed the decision and 

another crowd of 50,000-plus was expected 59-1 in its second innings at the interval. ball tracking technology showed Boland's 
at Perth Stadium.Duckett survived a rugged last over before delivery had pitched outside the line, giving 

England extends lead to 99 runs 
at lunch in Ashes opener

New Delhi. (Agency) 
Mitchell Starc has been conjuring up magic in 

the first Ashes Test in Perth. After rattling 
England with seven wickets on Day 1, the 
left-arm quick produced a sensational return 
catch that dominated headlines on Saturday 
at Optus Stadium. Starc pulled off a scarcely 
believable grab to dismiss England opener 
Zak Crawley for 0, striking in the first over 
of an innings for the second time in the 
match.Ashes 1st Test, Day 2 Updates | 
ScorecardStarc pitched it full and Crawley, 
feeling the pressure of still being without a 
run in the Test, threw his hands at the drive. 
The ball took an inside edge and popped 
up.Starc, completing his follow-through, 
flung out his left hand and clung on. Losing 
his balance, he tumbled to the turf but kept 

the ball securely off the ground.Social 
media lit up in praise of the Australian, with 
many wondering whether it might be one of 
the greatest return catches ever taken.The 
wicket gave Starc his eighth of the match 
and provided Australia with an early 
breakthrough after they had conceded a 40-
run first-innings deficit.It completed a pair 
for Crawley, who had fallen for 0 in the first 
innings when edging Starc to the slips.

Remarkably, it was also the first time in Test 
history that the opening partnerships in the 
first three innings of a match all failed to 
register a run. Crawley’s two ducks 
bookended another 0 at the top of the order 
— Australia debutant Jake Weatherald 
bowled by a blistering Jofra Archer yorker.

At 35, Starc has been asked to shoulder the 
pace attack following the absences of 
captain Pat Cummins and veteran Josh 
Hazlewood. The senior seamer, who retired 
from T20Is to prioritise Test cricket, 
responded superbly, tearing through 
England on Day 1. He reached 100 Ashes 
wickets and recorded the second-best 
innings figures by an Australian fast bowler 
in an Ashes Test.

ball coach while M Venkataramana takes a draw. They went on to lose two more Division league where teams either play on 
over the white-ball team, had a look at the games and drew against Uttar Pradesh, flattest pitches or rank turners with spinners 
players and made plans for the upcoming where Rinku Singh killed their hopes of taking wickets for fun. Often teams used to 
season. So when the Ranji Trophy came making the knockouts. Through the season, bat for one and a half days and play out a 
along, one expected the hosts to get off to dull draw. And when they are desperate for 
a decent start against Jharkhand, but that a win, they produce rank turners to get the 
was not to be. Ishan Kishan scored a desired result.One cannot overnight change 
magnificent century to inflict an innings the bowling style and start dictating terms 
defeat and that was just the beginning. at the First class level. Tamil Nadu fast 
Although it was clear that they would not bowlers have grown bowling on placid 

SEVILLE. (Agency) have the services of B Sai Sudharsan, tracks in the TNCA league, so when they 
CHENNAI: When the Tamil Nadu Cricket Washington Sundar, with R Sai Kishore play away from home and when the wickets 

Association (TNCA) began the preparation also missing out, the rest did not rise to the have something to offer for seamers they 
for the Ranji Trophy well in advance by occasion. The season began with B Sachin are not able to grab it with both hands. And 
organising the All-India Buchi Babu and N Jagadeesan as the new opening pair. once the ball becomes old, they struggle to 
tournament, little did they know that their Pradosh Ranjan Paul who used to bat contain or give breakthroughs. The batting 
hopes of making the knockouts would come lower down the order was promoted to No group has not clicked as a unit. The 
to an end only after the fifth game. Yet 3 followed by C Andre Siddarth. But the youngsters have been good in patches but 
another season where their long-awaited the inability to take timely wickets cost top six batters and No 7 Shahrukh Khan not consistent across the five rounds.With 
Ranji dream failed to materialise. them dearly. S Ajith Ram was out of action failed not just against Jharkhand but also the likes of Vijay Shankar and B Aparajith 

It all started with a disappointing Buchi Babu and spinners DT Chandrasekar and J versus Nagaland in the next game.When moving to Tripura and Kerala, respectively, 
campaign where lack of self-belief and not Hemchudeshan could not rise to the every other team sealed a win against the the rest have not stepped up. Batting at the 
being able to field the best XI cost them. It occasion. The problem for Tamil Nadu North East team, TN fell flat with the ball top level is all about confidence and when 
was where the newly-appointed head coach bowlers has been about the mind set more despite centuries from Vimal Khumar and the team is not doing well, the performance 
M Senthilnathan, who will continue as red- than skill. The problem is at the Senior Pradosh. They ended up walking away with dips due lack of self belief. 

SPORTS

performances across formats. captain Virat Kohli once envisioned for his would spin past  the bat ,  feel ing 
Their resurgence wasn’t a sudden burst but a own team: a unit capable of competing uncomfortable, and honestly not believing 

slow build rooted in resilience. Final anywhere in the world. South Africa are now we could take 20 wickets.”According to 
appearances in the 2024 T20 World Cup and embodying that philosophy, with Bavuma at Rhodes, that psychological barrier was 
the 2025 Women’s ODI World Cup, along the heart of it.In an exclusive conversation perhaps South Africa’s biggest challenge in 
with a semifinal run in the 2023 ODI World the subcontinent. While talent was 
Cup, had already shown signs of a shift. For abundant, belief wavered. That’s 
decades, the “chokers” tag shadowed South where the modern setup has seen its 
African cricket, but the Temba Bavuma-led most significant shift.
side decisively buried that narrative by “Now, that’s the key difference with 
winning their first-ever World Test this South African team,” he said. 
Championship title for the 2023–2025 “Sure, they struggle with the bat, 
cycle—beating Australia, no less, in a scoring 150s or even less, but having 
performance etched in history.Crucially, that 30 more runs on a turning surface in 
landmark achievement did not mark the end India shows the quality of our spin 
of their upward trajectory. South Africa b o w l i n g  a n d  t h e  s h i f t  i n  
carried their momentum into unfamiliar and mindset.”Rhodes credits much of this 
challenging conditions. After falling 1–0 to Bavuma’s leadership—steady, TBILISI . (Agency)
behind in Pakistan, they levelled the series understated, and deeply effective. with Sports Today, former South African star South Africa’s rise in Test cricket has been 
with conviction in Rawalpindi. From there, “Arriving here believing you can compete Jonty Rhodes reflected on how this anything but ordinary. When conversations 
they travelled to India — the toughest away with India — a great side at home — says a transformation took shape, contrasting the turn to dominance in the longest format, the 
examination in modern Test cricket — and lot about Temba Bavuma’s captaincy,” he fears of his playing days with the confidence spotlight usually falls on India or 
stunned the hosts with an emphatic win in the added. “It’s a quiet captaincy. It’s not a team of the current squad.“Twenty years ago, Australia—teams with established legacies, 
first Test in Kolkata. Now, in Guwahati, they buzzing with superstars; they’re just guys when I was still playing cricket, if we depth, and consistency. Yet, over the past few 
arrive not as underdogs but as genuine who go out and do the job. And on difficult travelled to India, we’d arrive with our years, South Africa has quietly constructed a 
contenders.The belief underpinning this side surfaces, it’s often those teams that pull nerves already shot,” Rhodes recalled. compelling case for itself, emerging not with 
mirrors the transformation former Indian together that come out victorious.”“We’d be wondering how much the ball loud declarations but with steady, resolute 

Yet another disappointing Ranji season for Tamil Nadu

Bavuma's quiet captaincy, no superstars: 
Jonty Rhodes on South Africa's resurgence

West Indies bowled out for 161 in 
the 3rd ODI against New Zealand

GUWAHATI.  (Agency)
 Thirteen months ago, a Test tour to India usually 

meant prayers and vibes. Sides came in hope 
but deep down they already knew that there was 
no point in hoping. Such was India's mastery in 
their own backyard.

Three Test losses spanning a 11-year period from 
2013 to 2024.Each loss was stop the press, an 
event inside the event because they were so 
rare. Each win was met with a shrug of the 
shoulder and more words on the artistry of R 
Ashwin, the magnificence of the bowlers, the 
artisan attributes of Ravindra Jadeja or the 
skills of Virat Kohli... you get the drift.

It came down to a shuddering halt at the hands of 
New Zealand. Across three games in 
Bengaluru, Pune and Mumbai, a very real sense 
of invincibility was punctured. When the Kiwis 
left these shores, the hosts knew they had to 
rebuild that lost aura.Players left, a captain 
moved on, a No. 4 — a family heirloom in these 

parts — retired, one legendary spinner hung his 
boots. In essence, the players most responsible 
for building that aura, run by run, wicket by 
wicket and win by win, had left.

It was now up to a new batch of players to rebuild 
it. They had a brand new jenga in front of their 
eyes.After a lowkey but winning start to the 
new process last month, the hosts are in danger 
of losing the remaining aura they had. India is 
generally known as the hardest place for 
visiting teams to come and win. That claim 
holds water but for that claim to continue to 
hold water, they should level the second of the 
two-match Test series against South Africa 
beginning at the Barsapara Stadium on 
Saturday.That task got harder when Shubman 
Gill, the one identified with leading India into 
the future, suffered a neck issue during the first 
game in Kolkata. On Friday, the captain was 
ruled out of the second Test in Guwahati.A big 
test for PantAnd, so, India's 30th Test venue 
will welcome their 38th Test captain and 
seventh in the last five years. 

India seek revival in 
Guwahati under 

Rishabh, the captain

New Delhi. (Agency)
India’s wretched luck with coin tosses 

continued, even with a new captain at the 
helm, as Guwahati made its Test debut on 
Saturday. Fortune evaded Rishabh Pant when 
he walked out to lead India in the second and 
final Test of the series against South Africa at 
the Barsapara Stadium. Pant flipped the coin, 
Temba Bavuma called heads, and the call 
proved correct.Pant became India’s 38th Test 
captain and the first wicketkeeper-batter to 
lead the side since MS Dhoni.South Africa 
chose to bat, seizing the early advantage on 
what is expected to be a good sporting pitch 
in Guwahati. With a red-soil base, the surface 
is forecast to assist batters for the first two 
days before offering something to the 
spinners.It was India’s eighth lost toss in their 
last nine Tests. Shubman Gill, who missed 
the Guwahati Test due to a neck injury, lost 
every toss in a five-match series in England 
earlier this year. Despite the rub of the green 
not going his way, Gill led India to a 2–2 draw 
in what was his maiden series as Test 
captain.Gill won a toss against the West 
Indies in Delhi in October but lost a crucial 

one against South Africa in the first Test of 
the ongoing series in Kolkata last week. 
South Africa capitalised on the advantage on 
a difficult pitch, which had uneven bounce 
and plenty of assistance for the spinners, and 
India failed to chase 124 in the final innings, 
when batting became a lottery.

Pant had been expected to bring about a change 
in India’s fortunes at the flip of the coin, but 
things did not go to plan.“We feel the wicket 
is good for batting. But at the same time, 
bowling first is not a bad option either,” Pant 
said, playing down the impact of the toss.

INDIA MAKE TWO CHANGES
India made two changes to their playing XI, 

bringing in Sai Sudharsan for Axar Patel and 
Nitish Kumar Reddy for Shubman Gill.

Greatest return catch 
Watch Mitchell Starc's 
age-defying effort in 

Ashes 1st Test

IND vs SA, 2nd Test: New 
captain, same old luck as 
Rishabh Pant loses toss

It all started with a 
disappointing Buchi Babu 
campaign where lack of  self-
belief  and not being able to 
field the best XI cost them.

ZSouth Africa's resurgence in 

Test cricket is built on belief, 

resilience, and a new leadership 

identity under Temba Bavuma. 

With historic wins at home and 

abroad, the Proteas are 

redefining what it means to be a 

modern Test powerhouse.
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As per the Ministry of  Labour 
and Employment, the Labour 
Codes will bring major 
improvements in wages, 
workplace safety, social 
security, equality, and 
employee rights across several 
sectors

  New Delhi.(Agency) platform workers, migrant labourers counterparts.Under the updated rules, 
and women employees.One of the FTEs will be entitled to the same Fixed-term employees across sectors 
most significant announcements in salary structure, leave facilities, will now be entitled to gratuity after 
this package concerns gratuity medical benefits and social security just one year of employment at an 
entitlement—a change that could measures as regular employees.The organisation and not after mandatorily 
impact millions of employees. government expects these changes to completing five years as the Union 

discourage excessive dependence on government on Friday unveiled a 5-YEAR-LIMIT A THING OF THE 
contract staffing and encourage more major overhaul of India’s labour PAST
t ransparent ,  d i rect  hir ing by f r amework .  The  gove rnmen t  Under the Payment of Gratuity Act, 
companies.consolidated 29 existing labour laws fixed-term employees previously 

i n t o  f o u r  s i m p l i f i e d  l a b o u r  WHAT IS GRATUITY?became eligible for gratuity only after 
codes.According to the Union Labour completing five years of continuous Gratuity is a financial benefit paid by an 
Ministry, the restructuring is aimed at service in an establishment.With the employer to an employee as a token of 
ensuring better wages, wider social new labour codes taking effect, this appreciation for long-term service. 
security coverage and improved tenure requirement has been relaxed Traditionally, this lump-sum amount 
health-related protections for workers f o r  F i x e d  Te r m  E m p l o y e e s  was handed over when an employee 
across sectors.A fixed-term employee (FTEs).Such employees will now resigned, retired or otherwise 
is an individual hired under a contract qualify for gratuity after completing separated from an organisation after 
that specifies a predetermined end date just one year of service.The ministry completing the mandatory five-year 
or terminates upon the completion of a clarified that the objective behind this service periodWith the revised 
specific task or project.The reforms change is to bring fixed-term workers framework, employees under fixed-
extend to informal workers, gig and at  par  wi th  their  permanent  term contracts will not need.

Gratuity in a year Only if  you're a fixed-
term employee. Here's what it means

registration, a PAN-India licence, and a Practice.The new regulations mandate one year of continuous service instead of 
single annual return. The Ministry of that all employers issue appointment five, and fixed-term employees must be 
Labour and Employment replaced and letters and ensure timely payment of paid wages equal to those of permanent 
streamlined 29 older labour laws with four wages. They also require that all staff. These provisions are likely to 
Labour Codes—the Code on Wages, increase employer costs across sectors.
2019; the Industrial Relations Code, 2020; For the first time, the law defines gig work, 
the Code on Social Security, 2020; and the platform work, and aggregators. The 
Occupational Safety, Health and Working regulations also mandate guaranteed 
Conditions (OSH) Code, 2020. As per the minimum wages and access to basic 
Ministry of Labour and Employment, the facilities—such as canteens, drinking 
Labour Codes will  bring major water, and rest areas—for MSME 
improvements in wages, workplace workers. For IT and ITES employees, 
safety, social security, equality, and salaries must be released by the 7th of 
employee rights across several sectors. every month. Equal pay for equal work 

 “For employers, it means simpler has been mandated, and women’s 
New Delhi.(Agency) compliance but also higher wage-related participation has been strengthened with 

The implementation of the four Labour costs and greater accountability on safety the option to work night shifts in all workers—including gig and platform 
Codes, notified on Friday, is set to and working conditions. For workers, it establishments. For migrant workers in workers—receive social security 
increase operating costs for large brings wider social security coverage, the textile sector—whether direct, coverage such as PF, ESIC, insurance, 
companies due to mandated higher wage- mandatory appointment letters, minimum c o n t r a c t o r - b a s e d ,  o r  s e l f -maternity benefits, and pension. Under 
r e l a t e d  e x p e n s e s  a n d  s t r i c t e r  wages for all, and stronger protections migrated—equal wages, welfare benefits, the new law, women are allowed to work 
accountability for safety and working especially for women, gig workers and and PDS portability have been ensured. at night in all occupations, subject to their 
conditions.However, companies will contract staff,” said Suhail Nathani, They can raise claims for up to three years consent and necessary safety measures. 
benefit from simplified compliance Managing Patner, Economic Laws to settle pending dues.Gratuity eligibility has been reduced to 
requirements, including a single 

Implementation of  new Labour Codes to raise 
employers' costs but simplify compliance

New labour codes: What changes for paid 
leave, work hours and health benefits

New Delhi.(Agency)
India’s labour landscape underwent its biggest reset 

since Independence on November 21, 2025, when 
the government finally implemented the four 
labour codes. These codes, on wages, industrial 
relations, social security and occupational safety 
and health, replace 29 separate laws and bring 
India’s decades-old labour framework under one 
consolidated, modern system.

For a workforce that has expanded at a record pace 
in the past few years, the timing is striking. 
Between 2017–18 and 2023–24, India added over 
16 crore jobs. Unemployment fell from 6% to 
3.2%. More than 1.5 crore women entered the 
formal workforce. But this new economy was still 
being governed by rules written for a very old 
one.The codes attempt to fix that mismatch by 
replacing a tangle of overlapping, outdated laws 
with a cleaner, digital-first framework.For the 
Indian workforce, this translates to clearer wages, 
stronger protections and wider access to benefits. 
For employers, the compliance maze of old 
filings, licences and multiple inspections gives 
way to a simpler, unified system.In this article, we 
unpack what these new labour codes really mean 
for salaries, job security, benefits and everyday 
working conditions.

GRATUITY AFTER ONE YEAR, AND A NEW 
DEFINITION OF WAGES

One of the most immediate changes comes from a 
uniform definition of wages, which now applies 
across all labour laws. This alone reshapes how 
companies structure salaries, allowances, and 
benefits. It also alters gratuity calculations.

Fixed-term employees, who form a huge chunk of 
India’s modern workforce, become eligible for 
gratuity after just one year of service instead of 
five, a significant shift for sectors built on 
contract or project-based cycles.It may be noted 
that fixed-term employees are workers hired on 
time-bound contracts—common in IT, 
manufacturing, media, startups and project-
driven sectors—where employment ends once 
the contract expires.Sudhakar Sethuraman, 
Partner at Deloitte India, calls this moment “a 
long-awaited structural reset.”“The codes bring 
greater uniformity to wage structures and key 
employment-related provisions. The compliance 
framework is aimed at being simpler, consistent 
and easier for stakeholders to navigate,” 
Sethuraman said.He added that the government is 
likely to roll out implementation in phases, as 
most states have draft rules ready and are now 
moving toward finalising them.

From gratuity to gig 
worker insurance: What 
new labour laws mean 

for employeesworkloads often fluctuate.The labour contracts would end long before New Delhi.(Agency)
codes say that fixed-term employees completion of five years.As a result, a One of the biggest talking points in the 
must receive wages, leave, hours of large segment of India’s workforce new labour codes is the promise of 
work and social-security benefits worked in formal roles but remained gratuity after just one year of service. It 

ineligible for this basic benefit.sounds like a major shift for every 
salaried worker, but the fine print WHAT HAS CHANGED UNDER 
matters.The benefit does not apply to THE LABOUR CODES
everyone. It applies only to fixed-term The Labour Codes introduce a new rule. 
employees, a category the government A fixed-term employee becomes 
has tried to strengthen through the new eligible for gratuity after one year of 
framework. continuous service. This applies even 

if the contract ends at the end of that W H A T  I S  F I X E D  T E R M  
year.It is important to note that EMPLOYMENT?
permanent workers still need five A fixed-term employee is someone hired 
years of service to qualify. The reduced on a written contract for a specific 
one-year rule has been created purely period. The employment lasts only for equivalent to permanent workers. The 
to cover the nature of fixed-term work.the duration mentioned in the contract. intention is to ensure these workers are 

The government’s reasoning is simple. If Once that period ends, the job ends not treated as disposable labour but as 
employers expect fixed-term staff to automatically without any formal part of the formal workforce.
deliver the same output as permanent termination process.This model is WHAT IS GRATUITY?
employees, then these workers should widely used in sectors that depend on Gratuity is a lump-sum payment an 
also receive meaningful social-seasonal demand or project-based employer gives an employee as a 
security benefits.This closes a long-work. Manufacturing units, textiles, reward for long-term service. Under 
standing gap where contract workers construction, IT services, media earlier laws, employees needed five 
contributed full-time effort but production, logistics, hospitality and years of continuous service to qualify. 
received no long-term financial benefit export-linked businesses rely heavily In most industries, fixed-term workers 
from their employment.on fixed-term hiring because their never reached that mark because their 

Weekly review: 
Heavyweights lift the 
market; India rebounds 
hard in a volatile period

 CHENNAI.(Agency)
 Indian equities spent the week navigating a tight mix of 

optimism and caution, with domestic strength 
repeatedly colliding with weak global cues and a 
volatile currency. The result was a market that swung 
between sharp dips and strong rebounds, but 
ultimately held its ground thanks to robust corporate 
earnings and steady buying in heavyweight stocks.

The week opened on a soft note. After a six-day 
winning streak, the Nifty 50 slipped below 26,000 on 
November 18 and the Sensex dropped over 270 
points. Investors turned risk-averse as global markets 
weakened and hopes of an early US Federal Reserve 
rate cut faded. The mood was cautious, and sentiment 
remained fragile through the next session.Midweek, 
however, the tone flipped. Strong interest in index 
heavyweights — especially banks and large 
diversified conglomerates — pulled the indices back 
into positive territory. The Sensex pushed to a fresh 
52-week high, and the Nifty climbed toward its 
yearly peak around 26,200. Steady domestic flows 
helped offset foreign investor hesitation, and the 
strength of India Inc’s earnings season lent the 
market a firmer footing.

orporate results remained a key positive driver. 
Companies across sectors — from financials and 
telecom to metals and discretionary consumption — 
continued to signal demand improvement, rising 
margins, and better pricing conditions. Cooling 
inflation and recent tax measures have boosted 
household purchasing power, allowing consumer-
facing businesses to report stronger traction. 
Analysts expect this trend to support double-digit 
earnings growth in the second half of FY26.

But the recovery faced clear headwinds. Currency 
volatility returned to the forefront as the rupee 
weakened past 89 to the US dollar, triggering 
concerns over foreign outflows and cost pressures for 
firms reliant on imports or foreign currency 
borrowings. With US tech stocks under pressure and 
global liquidity tightening, foreign institutional 
investors remained selective. Domestic investors 
filled part of the gap, but the currency slide kept 
sentiment from turning fully bullish.

Fixed-term employees to get gratuity after 1 
year of  service under new labour laws

Weekly review: Gold shakes 
off  the slump, closes the 
week on a rising note

New Delhi.(Agency) This gives workers the option to earn 
more through overtime while keeping One of the biggest shifts under the new 
fatigue-related risks in check.labour codes is around everyday working 

conditions, how long employees work, FREE ANNUAL HEALTH CHECKUPS 
when they qualify for paid leave, how FOR ALL WORKERS
much overtime they can take on and what Another major shift is health and medical 
kind of health benefits they are entitled to. coverage. Every employee above the 

These changes apply across sectors and are age of 40 will now receive a free annual 
designed to improve safety, reduce fatigue health checkup.This is part of a broader 
and make workplaces more predictable push towards preventive healthcare, 
for millions of workers. especially in sectors where long hours, 

hazardous environments or physical PAID LEAVE AFTER 180 DAYS, NOT 
strain are common.Industries stand to 240
benefit as well. Lower absenteeism, Until now, employees needed to complete 
early detection of health issues and 240 working days in a calendar year 
reduced long-term medical costs are the before qualifying for annual paid leave. 
o u t c o m e s  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  i s  The new codes cut that requirement to 180 
t a rg e t i n g . P l a n t a t i o n  w o r k e r s ,  days.That means a worker now becomes 
specifically, will now have access to eligible for leave much earlier in the year, 
ESIC medical facilities, which was not a big shift for those in manufacturing, 

BEING RESTRUCTURED four-day week2) Around 9.5 hours in a uniformly available earlier.The textiles, retail, construction and other 
five-day weekThe familiar ceiling of eight hours of work government describes these changes as sectors where attendance rules were 

per day and 48 hours per week stays in 3) Eight hours a day in a six-day week “pro-worker provisions” designed to traditionally rigid.This shorter threshold, 
place. What changes is how those hours Overtime still requires consent from the detect illness early, reduce medical combined with a more flexible working-
can be arranged.Governments can now worker, and it must be paid at twice the expenses and improve long-term health hour structure, is meant to ensure workers 
formally allow different weekly normal wage rate.The earlier cap on outcomes.The expectation is that healthier get enough rest and recovery. The 
structures, as long as the weekly cap is overtime, 75 hours per quarter, is no workers translate into higher productivity, government argues this will improve 
respected. This means an employee can longer fixed. State governments can set better safety records and more stable productivity and job satisfaction in the 
legally work:1) Up to 12 hours a day in a their own limits based on local needs. employment relationships.long run.OW WORKING HOURS ARE 

 CHENNAI .(Agency)
 Gold prices in India spent the week moving in a 

narrow but noticeable pattern — starting with a dip, 
stabilising mid-week, and ending with a mild 
recovery.The week opened weak. On November 18, 
gold slipped as post-festival demand eased. Prices 
for 24-carat gold were around Rs 12,366 per gram, 

while 22-carat and 18-carat also traded lower. This 
initial decline set the tone for a quieter start to the 
week.On November 19, prices picked up slightly. 
Gold gained a small amount across all purity levels, 
showing that the selling pressure had begun to ease. 
But the momentum didn’t last long — by November 
20, prices softened again, with 24-carat gold 
hovering around the Rs 12,470–12,490 range in 
major cities. Market reports showed only small 
variations across metros, as the broader trend 
remained flat.The mood shifted on November 21, 
when gold began to firm up. Prices rose modestly, 
supported by a more stable global backdrop and a 
slight improvement in safe-haven buying. 

  New Delhi.(Agency)v
 The new labour laws will provide for inclusive growth 

and social security for gig workers and women, 
improving their participation in the country's 
workforce, said the government on Saturday. India 
has witnessed a major shift in its labour regulation 
framework with the implementation of the four 
consolidated labour codes. The four Labour Codes 
include the Code on Wages, 2019, the Industrial 
Relations Code, 2020, the Code on Social Security, 
2020, and the Occupational Safety, Health and 
Working Conditions Code, 2020.

The Code on Social Security, 2020, aims to ensure 
comprehensive and inclusive social protection for all 
sections of the workforce, especially gig and women 
workers. It "reflects the government’s commitment 
towards inclusive growth and social security for all, 
in line with the vision of a Viksit Bharat by 2047," 
according to an official statement.For the first time, 
Social Security Code recognises gig and platform 
workers, establishing a Social Security Fund for their 
welfare. "The social security benefits have been 
extended to unorganised, gig and platform workers 
under Sections 113 &amp; 114 of the Code on Social 
Security, 2020," the statement said.The Code calls for 
establishing a National Social Security Board to 
advise the government on formulating and 
monitoring suitable schemes for different sections of 
workers in the unorganised, gig, and platform sectors. 
The Social Security Fund will be used to provide 
benefits such as life insurance, disability cover, 
health and maternity benefits, and provident fund 
schemes for these workers.

New Labour Laws To 
Empower Gig Workers, 
Women
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