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Noida.(Agency)
Supreme Court has issued an ultimatum to 

Jaypee Infratech homebuyers to either 
claim their refunds or apply for flat 
allotments by Dec 5. The court's order 
— delivered on Nov 3 by Justices 
Sanjay Kumar and Alok Aradhe — 
asked all remaining claimants to 
approach Suraksha Realty Limited, 
the company now steering the long-
stalled Jaypee projects, and made it 
clear that no further extensions would 
be granted.The court also instructed 
Suraksha Realty to make a public 
announcement, informing all affected 
homebuyers of the cut-off date. By 
Thursday, Suraksha had already come out 
with a notice."Several homebuyers are 
still coming forward with claims for flats 
or refunds. The SRA, Suraksha Realty 
Limited, is willing to entertain claims for 
refunds from homebuyers within the time 
frame fixed by this court. In view of the 

above, we allow all homebuyers who have 
not yet raised their claims for refund or for 
allotment of flat to put forth their cases 

before the SRA, Suraksha Realty Limited, 
latest by Dec 5," the court said, adding that 
buyers must remain vigilant as no further 
time would be allowed.

The legal controversy began in 2017, when 
Jaypee Infratech entered insolvency, 
leaving more than 20,000 homebuyers 

stranded across projects in Noida, Agra, 
and Aligarh. The company's flagship, 
Wish Town in Noida, launched between 

2010 and 2011, promised 
possession by 2014–15 but was 
derailed by financial troubles, 
legal disputes, and protracted 
insolvency proceedings.

After years of uncertainty, 
N a t i o n a l  C o m p a n y  L a w  
Tribunal (NCLT) approved 
Suraksha Realty's resolution 
plan on March 7, 2023. The 
N a t i o n a l  C o m p a n y  L a w  
Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT) 
l a t e r  a c k n o w l e d g e d  t h e  

grievances of buyers who had missed 
earlier claim deadlines, ruling in Feb 
2024 that such claims should be handled 
during the implementation stage by the 
monitoring committee and Suraksha 
Realty, rather than reopening the 
insolvency process.

Murdered woman was 7 months 
pregnant, boyfriend prime suspect

Refund or flat? Supreme Court sets 
December 5 deadline for Jaypee claims

Stalker who shot Faridabad teen fires at 
cops during gun search, hit by bullet

Gurgaon.(Agency)
 The Union environment ministry has 

pointed out flaws in Haryana's proposal 
to set up new environmental appraisal 
and clearance bodies, stating several 
nominees do not satisfy the eligibility 
criteria specified in Environment 
Impact Assessment (EIA) Notification, 
2006."Education qualification and 
experience of Lalit Kumar Batra, 
Rajwanti Panchal, and Sunita Baghel 
are not as per Appendix-VI of EIA 
Notification, 2006, and Mohan Lal 
Baggan has exceeded 75 years of age. 
Hence they are not eligible," stated a 
letter sent by MoEFCC to additional 
ch ie f  sec re ta ry  o f  Haryana ' s  
environment and climate change 
department.The letter specified that the 
proposal to reconstitute State 
Environment Impact Assessment 
Authority (SEIAA) and State Expert 
Appraisal Committee (SEAC) was 
reviewed in accordance with EIA 
N o t i f i c a t i o n ,  2 0 0 6 ,  a n d  i t s  
amendments.

The ministry also raised concerns about 
potential conflicts of interest, flagging 
that "the affiliation of Naveen 
Aggarwal appears to be related to real 
estate projects", which could lead to a 
conflict of interest if he was appointed a 
member of SEAC. It also urged the 
state govt to ensure that proposed 
candidates "have no conflict of interest 
and possess the requisite experience as 
per  Appendix-VI of  the  EIA 
Notification, 2006." It questioned 
relevance of the experience of Maj Gen 
(retd) Ajay Wadhwa and Naveen 
Aggarwal, instructing the state to 
clarify their current roles and expertise.

Underscoring procedural lapses, the 
ministry requested the state govt to 
submit  a proposal  only after  
confirming that the nominees meet the 
eligibility criteria specified in 
Appendix-VI of the EIA Notification, 
2006. It also said the chairman "shall be 
an expert in one of the specified fields, 
with suff ic ient  experience in  
environmental policy-related issues, in 
m a n a g e m e n t  o r  i n  p u b l i c  
administration dealing with various 
developmental sectors."

DEHLI/NCR

Roads under water; trees & poles 
uprooted: Cities on knees again

Noida/Ghaziabad. The showers that started Friday 
and continued on Sunday has led to heavy 
waterlogging in Noida and Ghaziabad.

A park for children in Noida Sector 51 has turned into 
a shallow pool, while parks and green belts in 
sectors 119, 12, 30, 120, etc., also remained out of 
bounds due to flooding.Low-lying areas, like 
Botanical Garden Metro station in Noida and Jagat 
Farm Market in Greater Noida, are under at least 
two feet of water. Meanwhile, residents reported 
flooded roads and basements in Noida sectors 22, 
30, 36, 51, 62, 71, 104, 105, 72, 117, 122, 99, 
etc.The picture is similar in Ghaziabad, with Abhay 
Khand, Loni, and Muradnagar facing waterlogging.

Late on Sunday, following reports of 12 people stuck 
in Tronica City due to heavy waterlogging, a team 
of Ghaziabad NDRF carried out a rescue operation. 
Considering a warning of heavy rain ahead, NDRF 
teams are on high alert for emergency response in 
Noida and Ghaziabad.Residents blamed the 
authorities for not taking adequate measures to 
check flooding.“The Noida Authority failed to 
prepare for the monsoon in advance. All its claims 
have fallen flat. In Sector 51, people are wading 
through one-and-a-half feet to two feet of water. 
The Sunday showers also left houses and basements 
flooded.

News box

Property tax camps in 
Gurgaon zone 3 from Nov 8 to 
help clear dues

Gurgaon.(Agency)
 MCG on Thursday announced a series of property tax 

camps across zone 3 colonies between Nov 8 and Nov 
30 to help residents clear dues, correct details and 
obtain on-site self-certification.

According to a schedule issued by the civic body, all 
camps will operate between 10am and 3pm. Residents 
have been advised to bring their Aadhaar and PAN 
cards, and property ownership documents, preferably 
in digital format, to complete self-certification and 
verification.MCG commissioner Pradeep Dahiya 
said, "The objective of these special camps is to 
provide a quick resolution to the problems related to 
property tax and drinking water connection faced by 
citizens. I appeal to everyone to visit the camps in 
maximum numbers and avail these benefits."The first 
camp will be organised on Nov 8 at house number 
384, Ramlila ground, Jacobpura. It will be overseen 
by the ward number 27 councillor, Ashish Gupta.

The second camp is scheduled for Nov 9 at house 
number J-S/21, DLF-2, under councillor Vipin Yadav, 
followed by another camp on Nov 15 at house number 
A-56, Ashok Vihar, Phase-1, near Hanuman Mandir, 
to be managed by civic officials and councillor 
Parminder Kataria. On Nov 16, another camp will be 
held in Sector 21 at the councillor's office, Pocket E, 
near the police mess, which will be managed by 
officials and ward number 3 councillor Rakesh Yadav.

Two other camps – on Nov 22 at house number V-40/2, 
DLF-3 and on Nov 23 in Sector 23A at house number 
4579P, near the govt school – are also scheduled.

Gurgaon.(Agency)
 A 28-year-old woman, who was found dead 

at her rented accommodation in 
Dundahera on Tuesday, is lying in the 
mortuary with no claimants.The woman 
was identified as Angoori. A police 
officer privy to the investigation said her 
family had refused to take her body. "I 
tried to reason with them, but her father 
was adamant that they no longer had any 
connection with her. We will talk to them 
again," the officer said.Originally from 
Bihar, Angoori and her family lived at 
Kapashera on the Delhi-Gurgaon border. 
In 2023, she took an autorickshaw ride to 
Badshahpur and struck up a conversation 
with the driver, Anuj. He was from 
Kannauj in UP and also lived in 
Kapashera. The two became friends and 
eventually began a romantic relationship.

In Aug 2023, Angoori got married to 
Sadruddin. According to her father, 

Mohammad Munna, she was to go to her 
in-laws' house in Bihar a month after the 
wedding. She never made it. While en 
route, Angoori met Anuj at Gorakhpur 
railway station and fled.

Angoori's elder sister Shabnam, who is 
married to a tailor in Delhi, told , "She ran 
away with all the gold jewellery that my 
in-laws had given me."

The family lost all contact with her. "We 
had no clue where she had gone. We tried 
to find her, but nothing came of it," 
Munna said.In 2024, Angoori began 
working at an export company in 
Gurgaon's Udyog Vihar, where she met 
Vishal. The two wed at an Arya Samaj 
Mandir and registered their marriage in 
court in April that year.

Angoori's family learned that she had 
remarried only when they stumbled 
across a Facebook reel. "She never tried 
to contact us," her father said.Vishal told 

TOI that Angoori had kept her religion a 
secret from him. "It was revealed through 
her Aadhaar card during the court 
marriage. My family had no issue with it, 
they knew we loved each other and 
wanted to be together.”

Vishal discovered, however, that this was 
not the only thing Angoori had been 
hiding from him. "One night, she got a 
call around 3am but refused to tell me 
who it was. We fought about this. Later, 
she told me she used to talk to a man 
named Anuj.”

A month and a half after the wedding, 
Angoori was gone. "She ran away while I 
was at work. After a couple of months, she 
called and said she was five months 
pregnant. 

My family and I tried to convince her to 
come back, but she did not listen. We later 
got to know that she terminated the 
pregnancy," Vishal said.

Gurgaon.(Agency)
 Jatin Mangla, who shot at a college student 

he had been stalking for months in 
Faridabad on Nov 3, was injured in a 
gunfight with police on Wednesday 
evening. The 30-year-old, who had been 
arrested earlier that day, was guiding 
police to a hidden pistol near Kabulpur 
village when he fired at the cops, 
prompting them to retaliate.

According to police, Jatin — a resident of 
Sirmathla in Gurgaon who handles 
accounts at Rawal Institute College — 
had been harassing the 17-year-old girl 
since June.

The ordeal began when the two met at the 
‘Classmate' library, where the girl was 
preparing for her board exams and 
engineering entrance. Despite her 
repeated rejections and attempts to avoid 
him — including changing libraries — 
Jatin persisted in his unwantedIn Oct, he 
went so far as to purchase eight different 

SIM cards to contact her after being 
blocked multiple times.The harassment 
escalated last Saturday when the girl 
confided in her family. Her parents 
confronted Jatin and involved his mother, 
who promised he would not trouble the 
girl again. Jatin apologised, but the 
situation took a violent turn just days 
later.

On the evening of Nov 3, CCTV footage 
captured Jatin waiting near his 
motorcycle in Ballabhgarh's Shyam 
Colony.As the teenager walked past with 
two friends, Jatin crossed the road, drew 
a country-made pistol, and fired at her. 
The girl instinctively raised her hand, and 
the bullet pierced her palm, grazed her 
shoulder, and caused facial injuries from 
fragments.Local residents, initially 
mistaking the gunshot for firecrackers, 
rushed to help after hearing her screams. 
Her friends fled in panic as Jatin 
discarded his weapon and escaped on a 

bike.The girl was taken to Sarvodaya 
Hospital in Faridabad, where she 
underwent a surgery. Her father said she 
was discharged on Thursday morning, but 
had to be taken back to hospital following 
persistent pain.

Jatin was arrested in Sahupura village a 

couple of days later.He told cops he was 
carrying two guns on the day of the 
attack, and had hidden the other weapon 
near Kabulpur village.A police team took 
Jatin to the location to recover the illegal 
gun. But as they reached there, Jatin 
retrieved the gun hidden among stones 
and fired two rounds at the cops, 
prompting a retaliatory response in which 
he was shot in the leg."During the attack 
on the minor girl, Jatin was carrying a bag 
on his bike in which he kept the other 
weapon. While he dumped the gun at the 
spot after firing at the girl, he hid the other 
weapon at an isolated place near 
Kabulpur village," said ACP (crime) 
Varun Kumar Dahiya.Police recovered 
the country-made pistol Jatin had hidden, 
four live rounds, and two empty 
cartridges. Jatin was taken to hospital, 
where doctors said he was stable.A fresh 
case of attempt to murder and under 
provisions of the Arms.

‘Lack of  eligibility, 
conflicts’: Centre rejects 
Haryana’s nominee list for 
green bodies

Gurgaon’s unsafe roads: A pedestrian died in 
road crash every other day this year

Gurgaon.(Agency)
Numbers do not lie. And in this 

city, they paint a grim picture of 
life for pedestrians.The city 
streets are perilous for those on 
foot, with police data revealing 
that almost half of all road 
accident deaths in the first nine 
months of this year were 
pedestrians. Yet, despite the 
mounting toll, authorities have 
done little to make the streets 
safer for its most vulnerable 
users.

Between Jan and Sept this year, 
333 people died in road crashes 
across the city. Of these, 141 
were pedestrians — forced to 
navigate chaotic, vehicle-
choked roads with little more 
than hope and caution to 
protect them. This means, a 
pedestrian was the victim of a 
road accident every second day 
in the first nine months.

The daily struggle for safety is so 
acute that many, like Bhawna 
Sharma, a Delhi resident who 

commutes to Udyog Vihar for 
work, say they rely on prayers 
just to cross the street."It is 
scary to cross the roads amid 
speeding vehicles or heavy 
traffic. My shuttle drops me 
near Ambience Mall daily, after 
which my struggle to go across 
unhurt towards Udyog Vihar 
starts. The vehicle flow is so 
much that I risk my life to cross 
the road, praying in my mind. It 
is disturbing and surprising at 
the same time that authorities 
are  not  bothered about  
pedestrians and have made 
Gurgaon a city of cars. There is 
no infrastructure for walkers at 
all," she told.The situation is no 
better at some of the city's 
busiest intersections. Shankar 
Chowk, for instance, sees a 
relentless stream of vehicles 
but offers no safe crossing for 
p e d e s t r i a n s .  P r o m i s e d  
solutions, such as a pedestrian 
subway, have been delayed 
repeatedly, leaving people to 

fend for themselves. Even 
basic measures — like crossing 
signals, proper footpaths or 
manual assistance — are 
absent.The numbers have 
barely improved over time. 
During the same period last 
year, 143 pedestrians were 
killed.

After walkers, it's those on two-
whee le rs  who face  the  
maximum risk. Till Sept this 
year, two-wheeler riders 
accounted for 122 deaths in the 
city. The total number of road 
accidents is also on the rise, 
with 810 cases registered so far 
this year against 771 in 2024. 
Of these, 328 were fatal, 
resulting in 333 deaths and 65 
injuries. Last year, 345 fatal 
accidents led to 363 deaths.

Non-fatal accidents have also 
been on the rise. The first nine 
months of this year saw 478 
non-fatal accidents, compared 
to 381 in the corresponding 
period last year. This year, 524 

people were injured in such 
incidents, up from 449 last 
year. The number of people 
escaping unhurt has dropped 
sharply too — from 45 last year 
to just four this year. Cyclists 
also are at risk — 10 died in 24 
accidents this year, while last 
year saw 18 deaths in 27 
incidents. Twenty-one car 
drivers lost their lives in 62 
crashes up to Sept.

Senior officials acknowledged 
the problem.DCP (traffic) 
Rajesh Mohan admitted, 
"There is no doubt that 
pedestrians are the most 
vulnerable group on roads. So, 
a strong infrastructure for them 
is necessary — including 
underpasses, foot overbridges, 
subways, road markings, and 
pedestrian signals."But at the 
same time, he added, road users 
need to act more responsibly. 
"Almost all foot overbridges in 
the city, even those in the Golf 
Course area or along the 

Gurgaon-Jaipur Expressway 
(NH-8), remain unutilised. 
Pedestrians tend to cross the 
road to save time.

Ghaziabad.(Agency) 
  Union civil aviation minister Ram 

Mohan Naidu Kinjarapu on Sunday 
emphasised the urgent need to expand 
Hindon Civil Terminal, saying that 
rush at the airport was giving the "feel 
of a railway station".

Kinjarapu, who was visiting the terminal 
to mark the launch of IndiGo's flight 
operations from Hindon, said the 
terminal's expansion needs at least 9 
more acres. "Due to passenger rush, the 
terminal is giving the feel of a railway 
station, for which the expansion is 
necessary. At least 9 acres of land is 
required for the expansion, out of 
which expansion of the terminal 
building will be done over 770 sqm," 
the minister said.In addition, he said, 
four check-in counters and an apron 
area to park aircraft will be created . 

"Talks are going on with the state govt 
and IAF since the airstrip being used is 
of Hindon IAF," Kinjarapu said.

IndiGo, India's largest airline by market 
s h a r e ,  o n  S u n d a y  l a u n c h e d  
commercial flight operations from the 
t e r m i n a l  o n  e i g h t  
routes—Ahmedabad, Bengaluru, 
Chennai, Indore, Kolkata, Mumbai, 
Patna and Varanasi. It follows on the 
heels of Air India Express, which 
started operations from Hindon this 
March.Besides these two airlines, Star 
Air and FlyBig also run commercial 
flights from the terminal.

According to officials, there are now 
flights on 22 routes from the civil 
terminal, which offers an alternative to 
Indira Gandhi International (IGI) 
airport in Delhi, especially for those 
living to the east of the capital. 

Men burst firecrackers on 
moving SUVs, 1 held

Gurgaon.(Agency)
A 32-year-old man was arrested after a video of a group 

bursting firecrackers from three moving black SUVs on 
the Dwarka Expressway went viral on social media 
earlier this week.The video showed two men sitting on 
the roof of one of the Scorpios and lighting firecrackers. 
Another man was seen shooting sparklers out of a box 
with his hand extended from the driver's seat window of 
another car. Taking cognisance of the clip, police 
registered a case on Oct 23 at Bajghera police station for 
negligent and dangerous driving and endangering lives.

Police arrested Kapil Rana, a resident of Bajghera and the 
owner of the SUV seen in the video, on Wednesday and 
seized the car. Rana told the police that he did not 
participate in the stunt; however, he did hand it over to 
his friends to burst firecrackers. "Kapil was initially with 
the group, but later he gave his car to his friends and left 
in another vehicle when the others began bursting 
crackers", a senior poli

Digital arrest: Cons pose as ED 
officials, cheat 83-yr-old from 
Noida of  Rs 31L

Noida.(Agency)
An 83-year-old woman from Sector 100 was allegedly 

cheated of Rs 31 lakh by cyber fraudsters in a ‘digital 
arrest' scam. The cons impersonated officers from the 
Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI) and 
the Enforcement Directorate (ED).An FIR was 
registered at cyber crime police station on Nov 3.

According to the FIR, the woman received a phone call 
on Oct 24 from an unknown person. He claimed to be 
a TRAI official. He told her that her Aadhar Card 
number was attached to a Canara Bank account that 
had been involved in fraudulent activities. A case for 
money laundering had apparently been registered in 
her name at Daryaganj police station.

She started receiving video calls at least twice a day 
from scammers posing as officers from the Delhi 
police or the ED. She was told that she had been 
channelised Rs 80 lakh through that purported bank 
account.

The scammers threatened her, saying Supreme Court 
had launched an investigation into the case and 
allegedly issued a summons in her name. They 
pressured her to transfer all her fixed deposits and 
cash to an account to avoid arrest in the next four days.

Fearing legal trouble, she transferred Rs 23 lakh on Oct 
28 and Rs 8 lakh on Oct 29 to a firm named Zimplet 
Enterprises' IndusInd Bank account in Dwarka.

The fraudsters continued to contact her through video 
calls till Oct 30, posing as officials from the so-called 
ED Court. Following this, all channels of 
communication dried up and she realised that she had 
been cheated. Police registered a case under sections 
308(2) (extortion), 318(4) (cheating), and 319(2) 
(cheating by personation) of BNS and Section 66D of 
the Information Technology Act.Cybercrime officials 
have once again urged citizens to remain vigilant and 
verify any such calls from alleged govt departments. 
"No law enforcement agency ever demands money or 
personal banking details over phone or video calls," a 
senior police officer said.

Cracker sparks burn down 3 shops, 6 bikes

Township near Hindon 
terminal to now have 100-bed 
hospital

Ghaziabad.(Agency)
The Ajantapuram township, set to come up near the 

Hindon Civil Terminal, will have 400 dwelling units, a 
100-bed hospital and a college. The layout plan for the 
township was approved by the UP Housing Board 
Commissioner last month, after being delayed for three 
decades."As per the layout plan, Ajantapuram township 
has been designed according to the features of the 
unified Master Plan 2031. The township's road, which 
leads to the Hindon Civil Terminal, will be widened to 
12m. The township will be self-sufficient, as provisions 
for a 100-bed hospital, which will be called the medical 
enclave, will come up in an area of 34,052 sqm. A 
college up to graduate level, power substations, and a 
playground have also been planned," said an official 
from the UP Housing Board.

A total of seven societies and two group housing societies 
are set to come up in the township.Of these, Lakshmipur 
Society will be developed in an area of 29,825 sqm, 
Priyanka Sekhri Cooperative Society in 63,000 sqm, 
Jan Vihar in 140,700 sqm, Lok Vihar in 167,384sqm, 
Ram Krishna Society in 60,255 sqm, and Chandra Vihar 
in 36,066 sqm.According to the official, the township 
will cover an area of 274 hectares. "We are in possession 
of 114 hectares of land. From Jan 2026, we will start 
external development work, which entails roads, sewer, 
water, and electricity pipelines," the official said.

The township will come up in the vicinity of the Hindon 
Civil Terminal in Sikandarpur village. The UP Housing 
Board has taken possession of 114 hectares of land, 
which includes 68 hectares that belonged to cooperative 
societies. For this, Rs 89 crore have been disbursed to 
beneficiaries, with ADM-Land acquisition acting as a 
facilitator.Around 75 hectares of land marked for the 
Ajantapuram township belonged to 12 cooperative 
societies, with an understanding that the UP Housing 
Board would return 80% of the developed land to them. 
Four societies were later disqualified.

3 friends headed for tuitions killed 
as truck hits bike in Dadri
  Noida.(Agency)

Three students died on Saturday 
morning after their motorcycle was hit 
by a speeding truck. The impact of the 
collision was so severe that all three 
died on the spot, said police.

According to police, the deceased were 
identified as Montu (19), Shwet (19), 
and Rohit (20)—all residents of 
Sherpur village in Sikandrabad. The 
three friends were pursuing their 
intermediate studies and were 
attending coaching classes together in 
Dadri.The trio left s wearing a helmet 
at the time of the crash, which likely 
contributed to the severity of their 
injuries.
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New Delhi: A new
study by researchers at
the Indian Institute of
Technology (IIT) Delhi
has revealed that mobile
apps on Android devices
requiring precise location
permissions can access far
more information than
users realise, potentially
exposing sensitive details
about their surroundings
and activities. The
research conducted by
Soham Nag, an MTech
student at the Center of

Excellence in Cyber
Systems and Information
Assurance, IIT Delhi, and
Smruti R Sarangi,
Professor in the Computer
Science and Engineering
Department, IIT Delhi,
found that even in environ-
ments where GPS signals
were weak, it was possible
to determine the user’s
immediate environment,
such as whether they were
in a small or large room,
underground, over-
ground, or even on a

flight. The study, titled
“AndroCon - An Android
Phone-based Sensor for
Ambient, Human Activity
and Layout Sensing using
Fine Grained GPS
Information”, has been
published in ACM
Transactions on Sensor
Networks, a widely-read
journal in the field of priva-
cy-aware sensing. The
researchers proposed that
AndroCon, the first sys-
tem to demonstrate that
the fine-grained GPS data

already accessible to
Android apps with precise
location permissions,
could act as a covert sen-
sor. Without using the
camera, microphone, or
motion sensors,
AndroCon interprets nine
low level GPS parameters,
such as the Doppler shift,
signal power and multi-
path interference, to infer
whether someone is sit-
ting, standing, lying down,
inside a metro, on a flight,
in a park or in a crowded
outdoor space. It can also
detect if a room is crowd-
ed or empty. To convert
this raw GPS data into
meaningful insights, the

researchers combined
classical signal processing
with modern machine
learning. “Across a year-
long study spanning
40,000 sq km and a lot of
different phones,
AndroCon achieved up to
99 per cent accuracy in
detecting surroundings
and over 87 per cent accu-
racy in recognising human

activities, even subtle ones
like hand-waving near the
phone,” Prof Sarangi said.
While this opens up new
possibilities for context-
aware services, the study
warns that any Android
app could in this way
potentially infer sensitive
information.

Cong launches mask drive as
residents choke on pollution

New Delhi: Delhi Pradesh Congress Committee (DPCC) president Devender
Yadav on Tuesday launched a citywide awareness campaign against spiralling air pol-
lution, accusing the Rekha Gupta-led BJP government of failing to safeguard public
health. The campaign began at ITO Chowk, where Yadav and senior party leaders dis-
tributed masks to commuters and urged residents to protect themselves from the
toxic air enveloping the Capital. Yadav said the Congress had organised similar drives
across all 70 Assembly constituencies to alert citizens about worsening air quality and
to prod the government into taking swift corrective measures. “We are distributing
masks across Delhi to raise awareness and encourage
people to protect their health from life-threatening pollu-
tion,” he said. He alleged that the government was “con-
cealing pollution data” even after spending thousands of
crores on projects such as smog towers, water sprinklers
and Yamuna cleaning drives. “Who is accountable for
this terrible rise in AQI
despite these so-called
anti-pollution measures?”
Yadav asked.
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New Delhi: A gardener employed on a

contractual basis with the Municipal
Corporation of Delhi (MCD) has been
arrested for allegedly forging letters on the
official letterhead of the Delhi Chief
Minister’s Office to cheat patients seeking
free treatment in private hospitals under the
Economically Weaker Section (EWS) cate-
gory. According to the police, the 27-year-old
accused, Sonu, targeted poor patients out-
side private hospitals who could not afford
costly treatment. He used to promise them
to arrange approval letters from the CM’s
Office for Rs 5,000 per patient. He also
impersonated a government official over the
phone to convince hospitals to admit
patients under the EWS quota. The case
came to light after Maharaja Agrasen
Hospital sent an email to the CM’s Office
seeking confirmation about one such letter.
The hospital also received a document bear-
ing the name of “Anil Aggarwal, Officer-in-
Charge, CM Office, Delhi.” It even got a
phone call from a person identifying himself
as “Balbir Singh Rathee” from the CM
Office. The caller allegedly directed the hos-
pital to provide treatment to a patient, Shyam
Shankar, under the EWS category. The hos-
pital authorities grew suspicious after notic-
ing spelling errors, inconsistent fonts and
poor alignment in the letter. They reported
the matter to the CM’s Office, which con-
firmed that the document was fake. Officer
on Special Duty (OSD) SC Vashishtha sub-

sequently lodged a complaint at the Civil
Lines police station. A case under relevant
sections of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita was

registered. A team, led by Civil Lines SHO
Inspector Hanumant Singh, and supervised
by ACP Vikas Meena, was constituted to
trace the accused. During the probe, the
police questioned Shyam Shankar, who
revealed that his wife had received the letter
from a man named Sonu. Technical surveil-
lance on the mobile number used to contact

the hospital led the police to the MCD office
in Karol Bagh, where Sonu was employed. A
raid was conducted on October 29, but Sonu

managed to flee, leaving behind his bag and
a motorcycle. The police recovered a fake
MCD identity card, multiple forged CM
Office letters and other incriminating docu-
ments from the bag. On October 30, the
police traced Sonu to Double Storey, Tagore
Garden, and arrested him. His phone con-
tained multiple SIM cards used for making

impersonation calls to hospitals. During
interrogation, he admitted to using a stolen
CM Office letterhead to create forged letters
using Google Translate to insert patient
details. The police recovered a mobile phone
with two SIM cards, an original CM Office
letter, several fake letters, fake MCD and

Haryana government ID cards and a motor-
cycle with a tampered registration plate.
Originally from Jhajjar, Haryana, Sonu
dropped out of school after his father’s death
in 1999. He previously worked as a gardener
and watchman in Bahadurgarh before mov-
ing to Delhi in 2023.

MCD gardener held for forging CMO letters

IIT study warns of privacy risks
from location permissions on Android apps

Delhi’s air quality remains poor
New Delhi: Delhi’s air quality improved slightly on

Wednesday but remained in the ‘poor’ category with an
AQI reading of 273. Twenty-seven monitoring stations
recorded air quality in the ‘poor’ category, while
Shadipur was in the ‘very poor’ category with a reading

of 308, according to the CPCB’s Sameer app. An AQI
between 0 and 50 is considered “good”, 51 to 100 “satis-
factory”, 101 to 200 “moderate”, 201 to 300 “poor”, 301
to 400 “very poor” and 401 to 500 “severe”, as per the
CPCB classification. The minimum temperature settled
at 18.4 degrees Celsius, 3.1 notches above the season’s
average, while the humidity was recorded at 89 per cent
at 8.30 am. The maximum temperature is likely to hover
around 30 degrees Celsius with the weather department
forecasting mist.

Man out to eat momos with wife
New Delhi: A 22-year-old youth who stepped out to

eat momos with his wife was shot at multiple times by
unidentified assailants in Geeta Colony, the police said on
Tuesday. The injured, identified as Aditya, sustained two
bullet injuries when three assailants opened fire at him
before fleeing the scene. He was rushed to hospital
where his condition remains stable. According to police
officials, the incident took place on Monday night and
information about the shooting was received from the
hospital around 10.10 pm, following which teams reached
both the crime spot and the hospital for investigation. A
case has been registered at Geeta Colony police station
under sections related to attempt to murder.

Four held for killing stray
dog in Gurugram

Gurugram: The Gurugram police have arrested
four accused, including a minor, for allegedly killing
a stray dog in the Partap Nagar area while it was
asleep outside a park.According to the police, on
Sunday early morning, one of the suspects threw a
huge boulder at the dog while the remaining three
assaulted the dog using sticks. The suspects then
wrapped the dog’s body and took it away. Based on a
complaint filed by residents on Monday, the police
registered an FIR against the four suspects under
Section 325 (causing the death or permanent injury
to any animal) of the BNS at New Colony police sta-
tion. While investigating, the police arrested four
accused who were identified as Kulbhushan, Dev
Kumar, Himanshu and a minor, all residents of Nai
Basti in Gurugram. “During interrogation, it was
revealed that Kulbhushan worked for a private com-
pany in Gurugram and all the accused were from the
same family. A few days back, the stray dog had bit-
ten Kulbhushan, and it is because of this that the four
decided to kill the dog. They threw the body in
garbage,” a police spokesperson said.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as BILLU S/o JAMAL
BHATT R/o K-5, Division-IV, Kathputli
Colony, Pandav Nagar, Patel Nagar,
Central Delhi-110008 have changed my
name and shall hereafter be known as
BILLU BHATT.

NAME CHANGE
I, hitherto known as DHARM SINGH
S/O SUKHI RAM R/O 490, 1st Floor,
Sardar Mohalla, New Sunrise Public
School, Tughlakabad Village,
Badarpur, Badarpur, Kalka ji, South
Delhi, Delhi- 110041 have changed my
name and shall hereafter be known as
NAVAL SINGH.

NAME CHANGE
I,hitherto known as VIKRANT S/o
RAMPHAL KHATRI R/o 15/25, Sadha
Wali Gali, Jatwara Bahadur Garh,
Jhajjar, Haryana-124507, have
changed my name and shall hereafter
be known as VIKRANT KHATRI.

PUBLIC NOTICE
My client SANT RAM & MEENA
KUMARI BOTH R/o 14-A, VEENA
ENCLAVE, NANGLOI, DELHI-
110041 have sever all their relations
and debar their daughter Sonia from
all their movable - immovable proper-
ties due to their misconduct. My
clients will not be responsible for their
any acts/deeds.

JITENDRA KUMAR MISHRA
(Advocate)

NAME CHANGE
I, Rahiman w/o Maksood Khan R/o

Makan N. D. 58, Ward No.05, Near
Masjid Bhimsika, Palwal-121103,
Haryana have changed my name to
Rahmti for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, Maksud S/o Afzal Khan R/o Makan
N. D. 58, Ward No.05, Near Masjid
Bhimsika, Palwal-121103, Haryana
have changed my name to Maksood
Khan for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, SAGAR KUMAR CHACHRA S/O
PARMOD KUMAR CHACHRA R/O
CD-257 GROUND FLOOR PITAM-
PURA NORTH WEST DELHI, DELHI
110088, have changed my name from
SAGAR KUMAR TO SAGAR KUMAR
CHACHRA for all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, Atul Kumar Sharma S/o Om Datt
Sharma R/o 1079, 1st Floor, Gali Raja
Uggar Sain, Sita Ram Bazar, Delhi-
110006 have changed my name to
Atul Sharma.

NAME CHANGE
I, RANO DEVI Mother of No-
17007726K Rank-NK Name- LUCKY
SINGH residing at PARNALLA,
TEHSIL-BILLAWAR, DIST-KATHUA,
JAMMU AND KASHMIR-184203,
have changed my name from RANO
DEVI to RAM PYARI for all future pur-
poses vide Affidavit Dated 11/10/2025
before Executive Magistrate, Billawar,
Jammu and Kashmir.

NAME CHANGE
I, Manoj Yadav S/o Chandra Shekhar
Yadav R/o Village-Baridhaka, PO-
Dhakamore Thana-Banka, Telia,
Banka, Bihar - 813103, have changed
my minor son’s name from Aryan
Kumar Yadav Aged 16 Years to Aryan
Kumar forever

NAME CHANGE
I, MANGARATNAM Mother of No-
15696478W Rank-L/HAV Name-
SARATH BABU G residing at H.NO-
22-51, CHUKKA VEEDHI, ONE WAY
TRAFFIC, SRUNGAVARAPUKOTA,
VIZIANAGARAM, ANDHRA
PRADESH-535145, have changed my
name from MANGARATNAM to GUN-
DAPU MANGARATNAM for all future
purposes vide Affidavit dated
07/11/2025 before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, PRAKASHA RAO father of No-
15696478W Rank-L/HAV Name-
SARATH BABU G residing at H.NO-
22-51, CHUKKA VEEDHI, ONE WAY
TRAFFIC, SRUNGAVARAPUKOTA,
VIZIANAGARAM, ANDHRA
PRADESH-535145, have changed my
name from PRAKASHARAO to GUN-
DAPU PRAKASH RAO for all future
purposes vide Affidavit Dated
07/11/2025 before Notary Public, Delhi. 

NAME CHANGE
I, SHUBHAM S/o Surendra Thakur R/o
H.NO.2059, Ramesh Colony, Gali
No.7, Near Durga MandirVillage
Sehatpur, Sector-91, Faridabad-
121013, have changed my name to
SHUBHAM THAKUR permanently.

NAME CHANGE
I, Mohd Ikramuddin s/O Mohd IMDAD
HUSSAIN, R/O,E-18, Jasola Gaon,
Okhla, Jamia Nagar, PO:New Friends
Colony, (DIST South Delhi, Delhi.
110025, HEREBY DECLARE THAT
MY NAME HAS BEEN CHANGED
FROM IKRAMUDDIN SAFI TO Mohd
Ikramuddin, FOR ALL PURPOSES.

NAME CHANGE
I, Ajay Kumar Sharma S/O Munshi Lal
Sharma, R/O X-22B, TGB
Mehghdutam F Block Sec 50 Noida
Gautam Buddha Nagar UP 201301
Have changed my name to Ajay
Sharma for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I Ashmeet C/O RAVINDER RANA, D-
99, FIRST FLOOR, PUSHPANJALI
ENCLAVE, Pitampura, PO: Saraswati
Vihar, DIST: North West Delhi, Delhi -
110034 have changed my name to
Ashmeet Kaur for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that I,
FULJENCIA SORENG W/o GOLIAT
KHARIA R/o Chaura Sadatpur, Near
ESIC Hospital, Sector-22, Noida,
Gautam Buddha Nagar, Uttar
Pradesh-201301, declare that name
of mine and my husband has been
wrongly written as FULJENCIA and
GOLIAT in my minor daughter
namely DIVYA BILUNG, aged 16
years in her school records. The
actual name of mine and my hus-
band are FULJENCIA SORENG
and GOLIAT KHARIA, which may
be amended accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
I, SUNIL KUMAR S/O SH HUKAM
PARKASH R/O PLOT NO.237,GF,
LEELAWATI ENCLAVE PHASE-3
NEAR DIVINE ACADEMY,NAWA-
DA TIGAON ROAD FARIDABAD
(84) HARYANA -121004 have
changed my name from SUNIL
NAGAR to SUNIL KUMAR for all
future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I,  MOHAMMAD SHAHBAZ
FARUQUI R/o 5888-6009 FIRST
FLOOR BASTI HARPHOOL
SINGH SADAR BAZAR DELHI
110006, have changed my name
from MD SHAHBAZ FARUQUI for
all future Purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I,  MOHAMMAD MANIR FARUQUI

R/o 5888-6009 FIRST FLOOR
BASTI HARPHOOL SINGH SADAR
BAZAR DELHI 110006, have
changed my name from MD MANIR
FARUQUI for all future Purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, MOHD ZAID KHAN S/O MOHD

SHAHVEZ KHAN Residing at C-
724 OLD C-31 GALI NO-3 MANDIR
WALI, CHAUHAN BANGAR SEE-
LAMPUR, NORTH EAST DELHI
110053 have changed my name to
ZAID KHAN for all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, MEHTAB FATMA W/O MOHD
SHAHVEZ KHAN Residing at C-
724 OLD C-31 GALI NO-3 NEAR
MANDIR WALI, CHAUHAN BAN-
GAR SEELAMPUR, NORTH EAST
DELHI 110053 have changed my
name to MEHTAB FATIMA for all
future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, RAJESH KUMARI W/O
SH.SUNIL KUMAR R/O PLOT
NO.237,GF, LEELAWATI ENCLAVE
PHASE-3 NEAR DIVINE ACADE-
MY,NAWADA TIGAON ROAD
FARIDABAD (84) HARYANA -
121004 have changed my name
from RAJ KUMARI to RAJESH
KUMARI for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, Laxmi W/o Late Sh. Malkhan
Singh resident of house No. F-
3/324. Gali No.3, Sangam Vihar,
New Delhi-110080,  Love Verma
aged 23 years is my grand son. He
is not in good terms with me and he
is leading his own independent life. I
severed my all relation and dis-
owned my grand son namely Love
Verma from my all movable and
immovable properties due to his
misconduct and misbehavior. I shall
not be responsible for any of his lia-
bilities and activities.

NAME CHANGE
I, VANDHANA/VANDHANA SETHI
W/O SACHIN SETHI R/O GAF 012
NTH,SECTOR-86,GURGAON,
HARYANA-122004, HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME TO VAND-
HANA SACHIN SETHI FOR ALL
FUTURE PURPOSE 

NAME CHANGE
I, Ajay Kumar Sharma S/O Munshi
Lal Sharma, R/O X-22B, TGB
Mehghdutam F Block Sec 50 Noida
Gautam Buddha Nagar UP 201301
Have changed my name to Ajay
Sharma for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, hitherto known as DUMMA DEVI
W/O KRIPAL SINGH R/O E-166,
NEAR MUTHOOT FINANCE, DEVLI
VILLAGE, PUSHPA BHAWAN,
DELHI-110062 have changed my
name and shall hereafter be known
as DHUMANA DEVI.  It is certified
that I have complied with other legal
requirements in the connection

NAME CHANGE
I, ANUMUTHU Father of No.
16135910K Rank-SPR Name-
AJITHKUMAR A residing at H.NO-
3/123, VILL-ARIYAN VATTEN, PO-
PONNERI, TEHSIL-TIRUPATTUR,
DIST-VELLORE, TAMIL NADU-
635851, have changed my name from
ANUMUTHU to ANUMUTHU R for all
future purposes, in my son’s service
record my date of birth wrongly men-
tioned as 15/07/1973 instead of my
correct date of birth as 08/09/1973
Vide Affidavit dated 07/11/2025 before
Notary Public Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I DIVYAW/O SHIVAM AGGARWALR/O
H NO-51/16, GALI NO-14, NAI BASTI,
ANAND PARWAT, DELHI-110005, have
changed my name to DIVYAAGGARW-
ALfor all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, MAULANA JAMIL AHMED S/O
SALEEM KHAN R/o H NO-20,
MADARSA ALIYA, MASJID FATEH-
PURI, LAHORI GATE, CHANDNI
CHOWK, DELHI-110006 have changed
my name to MOHD JAMEEL AHAMD
for all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, Panamthundil Padinjattethil
Sankunni Anil Kumar S/o Sankunni
R/o H. No.27, Second Floor, Kilokari
Oppside Maharani Bagh, Taper
Chamber, AShram, Delhi-110014
have changed my name to Anil
Kumar for all future purposes

NAME CHANGE
I, Ashok Kumar S/o Gopi RamMittal  R/o
D-34, Oxford Apartments, Patparganj, I
P Extension, Delhi-110092 have
changed my name to Ashok Kumar
Mittal for all future purposes. 

NAME CHANGE
I, Seema w/o Ashok Kumar Mittal
R/o D-34, Oxford Apartments,
Patparganj, I P Extension, Delhi-
110092 have changed my name to
Seema Mittal for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that I,
HARDIK CHADHA S/o BHUSHAN
CHADDHA, R/o H.No. H-11, Street
No.7, Old Govind Pura Extn., Krishna
Nagar, Delhi-110051, declare that
name of my father has been wrongly
written as BHUSHAN CHADHA in
my Educational Documents. The
actual name of my father is
BHUSHAN CHADDHA, which may
be amended accordingly

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that I,
JUMMAN KHAN S/o SULEMAN, R/o
B-149, Jawahar Mohalla, Patparganj,
East Delhi-110091, declare that
name of my mine has been wrongly
written as AALAM SAIFI in my
Passport No. P5148891. The actual
name of mine is JUMMAN KHAN,
which may be amended accordingly

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that I,
SANTOSH YADAV S/o HIRO
YADAV, R/o Plot No.121 B, Kh.
No.109, 3rd Floor, Gali No.11,
Nasirpur Colony, Harijan Basti,
Palam Village, South West Delhi-
110045 declare that name of my
father has been wrongly written as
HIRA PRASAD in my Pan Card No.
AIHPY1147R. The actual name of
my father is HIRO YADAV, which
may be amended accordingly

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I
Pankaj Kumar Meena S/O
Jagmohan Lal Meena R/O 102/1/A,
BLOCK-GA PUL PEHLAD PUR,
DELHI 110044, declare that name of
mine, my father and my mother have
been wrongly written as Pankaj
Kumar, Jag Mohan and Phoolwati in
my 10th class educational document.
The actual name of mine, my Father
and my Mother are  PANKAJ
KUMAR MEENA, JAGMOHAN LAL
MEENA and PHOOLWATI
MEENA,which may be amended
accordingly.

PUBLIC NOTICE
My clients, Suraj Mandal, S/o Shri
Shankar Mandal, and his wife
Mamta, both R/o 1406, 14th Floor,
Block-B, Pocket A-14, Kalkaji, South
Delhi, Delhi-110019, have disinherit-
ed their son, Rahul Mandal and his
wife Sarani Mandal from all their
movable & immovable property due
to their disobedience and have sev-
ered all relations and ties with them.
My clients will not be responsible for
their any legal /illegal acts.

Akash Bansal Advocate
Ch. No. 502, Saket Courts 

\New Delhi.

PUBLIC NOTICE
This is to inform the general public
that Muthoot Homefin (India) Ltd.,
having its branch office at Sonipat,
Haryana, intends to extend a finan-
cial facility to Mr. Prateek Sachdeva
against the Security of Residential
No.50-A (New Id No.1J1NG728),
having land area measuring 127.38
Sq. Yds., situated at inside abadi
Sonepat inside Nandwani Nagar
Sonepat inside Hadood Nagar
Nigam Sonipat, Teshil and District
Sonepat, Haryana. Initially, Land
area measuring 254.77 Sq. Yds., are
owned by 1) Mr. Shyam Sunder & 2)
Mr. Naresh by virtue of a Sale Deed
dated 18.06.1984, duly registered as
Document No. 1312 on 18.06.1984,
executed by Mrs. Santosh Kumari.
Mr. Shyam Sunder Gifted his Share
to 1) Mr. Rohit, 2) Mr. Piyush, vide Gift
Deed dated 20.09.2016, duly regis-
tered as Document No. 5510 on
20.09.2016. Thereafter, Mr. Naresh
Kumar died intestate on 07.07.2012,
leaving behind Mr. Rohit (Son), Mr.
Piyush (Son) Mrs. Rajni Bajaj (Wife)
Mrs. Deepika (Daughter).
Subsequently, Mrs. Rajni Bajaj W/o
Mr. Naresh Kumar Bajaj died intes-
tate on 06.08.2022.leavung behind 1)
Mr. Rohit (Son), 2) Mr. Piyush (Son),
3) Mrs. Deepika (Daughter). If there
are any other legal heirs or claimants
of the aforesaid deceased persons
(Mr. Naresh Kumar and Mrs. Rajni
Bajaj) who have not been mentioned
above, they are hereby requested to
inform the undersigned within seven
(7) days from the date of publication
of this notice Accordingly, any per-
son(s), individual(s), or entity (ies)
having any claim, right, title, interest,
lien, or objection whatsoever in
respect of the aforementioned prop-
erty or against the proposed mort-
gage in favour of PNB Housing
Finance Ltd., are hereby called upon
to submit their claims/objections in
writing, along with supporting docu-
ments, to the undersigned within
seven (7) days from the date of pub-
lication of this notice. Claims or objec-
tions, if any, may be submitted to Adv.
Rishi Maheshwari (Mobile No.: -
+91-9340118309). In the absence of
any response within the stipulated
time period, it shall be presumed that
there are no claims, objections, or
encumbrances pertaining to the said
property, and the proposed transac-
tion shall proceed accordingly without
any further reference or demur.

Rishi Maheshwari (Advocate) 
Office At : RZ-29, Upper Ground

Floor, Bhagwati Garden Jain Road
Near Dwarka More 
New Delhi 110059.

Contact No- +91- 9340118309 

PUBLIC NOTICE
Information is given to general pub-
lic at large that our client Mr. Sanjay
Kumar & Mr. Rakesh Kumar are the
owner of Freehold Residential Pot
No. 42, area measuring 70 Sq. Yds,
out of Khasra No. 11/19, situated in
the area of Village Matiala, colony
known as Mansa Ram Park, in
Block-D-I, Uttam Nagar, New Delhi.
by virtue of Regd. GPA along with
ATS & Will Dated 11.04.2008  duly
registered in SR. II Janakpuri, as
doc no.5332, vol no. 12086, book
no. IV, page no.12-17, dated
11.04.2008 & GPA along with ATS
and Will Dated 05.12.2013 now our
client is declaring that that any other
person does not have any right over
the said property, and same proper-
ty Sold too be Mr. Ravit & Mrs.
Renu and same has been financed
by SMFG India Home Finance
Company Limited Branch: Moti
Nagar, New Delhi.   If any person(s)
have any objection(s) or claim(s)
with respect to the` right, title or
interest in the Said Property then
contact us within 07 days from the
date of Publication of this notice and
or the same to the undersigned if
found by anyone. Thereafter no
claim shall be entertained

[NAVEEN KUMAR VERMA] 
Advocate

F-211,sector-3 Vaishali Ghaziabad 
Uttar Pradesh-201010, Contact at 09958871432 

NGT seeks states’ response
on tree protection framework

New Delhi: The National Green Tribunal (NGT) has directed states and Union
Territories to review and submit their responses within four weeks to the Central Pollution
Control Board’s (CPCB) final report on strengthening tree protection and conservation
frameworks. The CPCB, in its final report dated May 21, recommended that states and
Union Territories without a legal framework for tree protection should establish one, while
those with existing laws should align them with the objectives of the National Forest Policy,
1988. The report emphasised the need for robust enforcement mechanisms, the use of mod-
ern technologies for monitoring, and adequate staffing and resources for effective imple-
mentation. According to the report, “States and UTs not having a legal framework at pres-
ent for promoting the growth of trees and enabling protection should take up the process of
establishing the required legal framework.” It further suggested that, “States/UTs with the
existing legal framework may align with the broader objectives of national forest conserva-
tion efforts by integrating applicable advisories into their existing frameworks.” The CPCB
also advised that tree management in non-forest areas should be governed by clear guide-
lines, including authorization for felling, preservation of heritage trees, and preparation of
plantation augmentation plans. It proposed that Tree Authorities should include representa-
tives from government departments, urban planners, ecologists, arborists, legal experts,
NGOs, and community members for “a holistic approach to tree management.” The
Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEF&CC) has been asked to pro-
vide policy guidance, capacity-building support, and financial assistance under schemes
such as the Green India Mission. The Tribunal directed that all respondents must also sub-
mit their views on the conduct of a tree census, including proposed modalities for its imple-
mentation, particularly in major urban local bodies (ULBs).
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street dogs itself sparks a furious debate in Life is cheap in the animal world. In Bengaluru, a 
cities. While animal lovers claim it blunts caretaker recently slammed a chihuahua to death in 
aggressive canine behaviour, others warn it an apartment lift; during Diwali, some miscreants 
increases the menace. The Bengaluru tied crackers to a dog’s legs and exploded them, 
authorities’ plan to provide one nutritious while others stuffed a dog’s mouth with fireworks 
meal a day at designated feeding locations for and set them alight. In our anthropocentric world, 
the city’s street dogs—a step farther than the horror stories of animal abuse pop up regularly. This 
Supreme Court’s order—can put the debate to happens even after activists have brought about a 
rest. It can prevent dogs from forming major shift in laws to curb animal cruelty—under 
aggressive packs to hunt for food. Revitalised Section 325 of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, killing 
vaccination and sterilisation programmes, or maiming an animal attracts five years in prison, a 
which suffered during and after the pandemic, penalty, or both. However, the provision is observed 
will also help. Maintaining demarcated more in breach.
habitats for larger animals is itself proving to At the heart of the hatred for animals lay fear and the 
be a tough ask for governments at a time conflict over sharing habitats. Chilling incidents of 
human habitats are expanding and animal packs of dogs mauling children and senior citizens, 

instead, it ordered all states and Union Territories to report conflicts are on the rise. At least in our cities, we will have and rising cases of rabies have made them targets. This 
back after creating dedicated feeding spaces for strays. to come to terms with the fact that dogs are here to stay. August, a Supreme Court bench stayed another bench’s 
When none did, in a rare move earlier this week, the top The Supreme Court’s order, itself the result of a careful decision to move all strays in the National Capital 
court summoned and upbraided all the chief secretaries, consideration of the dangers, cannot be wished away. In its Territory into shelters after a petition showed it ran 
who tendered an unconditional apology.The act of feeding spirit, the motto should be to live and let live.counter to the Animal Birth Control (Dogs) Rules, 2023; 

When the grand old 
centrist party moves 

to a side

G2 won’t be music to India’s ears

Bihar has never been short of noise. Certainly not Tejashwi Yadav stands at the pivot of this 
when it mattered. Its politics has marched through transition—bearing a surname thick with history, 
history with a daring swagger — JP’s call that and yet determined to build a politics whose 
shook New Delhi, Mandal’s churn that redrafted vocabulary begins not with past entitlement but 
power, the long years of Lalu raj that jolted the old future dignity.His rallies have energy, his 
order. Even the subtler Nitish era made bold strokes phrasing has a way of finding the young and 
on the canvas, turning India’s polity yet again with speaking to them. In the village alleys, you hear a 
the caste census narrative and grand alliance new sentence: “Chance toh milna chahiye.” A 
politics.Yet this election arrives on soft feet. On chance must be given.
November 5, the campaign for the first stretch of Across the aisle, Nitish—visibly ageing, visibly 
121 constituencies is winding down, and the battle weary—remains, remarkably, a comfort choice. 
for the remaining 122 — those border districts This is something adjacent to loyalty; more like 
where sentiment often travels across rivers and habit, the trust evoked by an old armchair.
frontiers — will begin soon. And through it all, For a state whose told stories have travelled the arc 
there hangs a curious quiet.Whether in Nitish from chaos to order and back through impossible 
Kumar’s native Bakhtiyarpur, or hamlets like political contortions, a known form of stability 
Gauspur and Chitapur fringing Patna, whether in still commands an instinctive nod.
Dalit ‘tolas’ where caste is still geo-tagged or along His alliance with the BJP brings an electoral 
the mobile 100-km sweep to Gaya on NH-22, out in machine that can calculate with the cold precision 
villages like Barachati and Tekari near where a of algorithms. But the BJP’s quiet ambition 
legend named Dashrath Manjhi once moved glimmers beneath its dutiful partnership: a desire, 
mountains, the stillness is audible.Even in places someday, to govern Bihar not by the consent of 
like Mokama where bullets flew the other day, or allies but on its own steam.The Congress lingers 

of Bihar — a demographic truth that still It is no longer enough to promise representation; Barh, which saw fisticuffs after this writer left, the at the edge—a memory, a partner, a seeker of 
underwrites strategy.people want opportunity. Bihar’s young — action is all on one slim band where politics does its relevance in a landscape it once defined and now 

Yadavs remain the single biggest OBC bloc, Kurmis impatient, painfully aware of the ticket-to-life business. The people seem unmoved. Almost cold. must negotiate seat by seat.Thus Bihar stands at a 
and Kushwahas count in pockets where one stamped “migration” that’s been their lot for years, This is not indifference. It is an extended pause — a crossroads marked not by fury but by thought. The 
village’s mood can bend a seat, Dalits and and now uniformly literate about the ways of the thinking state, perhaps it’s the hush of crores of shouting has dimmed. The electorate may not be 
Mahadalits together hold a weight politicians can world beyond their panchayat WhatsApp group — people thinking harder.The old Bihar election bored or disinterested, it is discerning. A state long 
never ignore, and the elite castes — though are asking sharper questions.Identity of the other grammar is still here: the woven caste alliances, the animated by political passion has chosen—at least 
numerically modest — continue to influence sort has not dissolved; only its fabric has thinned in search for the right symbol atop the right for this moment—reflection over rhetoric. In a 
candidate choice and the political discourse, the face of this new common identity, an identity of community, the deft stitching of booth workers and pause.
particularly in the plainsexperience. Numbers are never incidental here. social equations. But listen closely, and the Still waters do run deep. Bihar may simply be 

Bihar has chosen reflection over rhetoric for nowOBCs and EBCs together form roughly two-thirds dialogues are shifting pitch. listening to itself before it speaks again.

To make our streets safer, follow Supreme Court order on strays

The term ‘ideology’ has made a comeback to 
dominate the Indian public and political 
landscape in the last few years. It had become 
somewhat less fashionable since the early 
1990s, but had a faint revival in 2014, when the 
Bharatiya Janata Party came to power. It found 
greater traction and mobility ever since the BJP 
sealed its dominance in 2019. 

If ideology, as a somewhat rigid set or system of 
ideas, has seen a resurrection in more recent 
years, it can be argued that the reason is not the 
BJP, but the Congress. Since the Congress, 
under the leadership of Rahul Gandhi, began to 
perceive the BJP more as an intransigent 
ideological machine and less as a political 
opposition, it too began to devise a stubborn 
ideological response at the opposite end of the 
spectrum. From being a party with definite ideas 
and principles, it began to fancy being 
ideological. This response pattern has been a 
kind of global playbook, and therefore Rahul 
Gandhi definitely came before Zohran 
Mamdani; but, for distinct reasons, their levels 
of success have varied. Anyway, this ideological 
game witnessed a new flashpoint in the last few 
days. First, Priyank Kharge, son of Congress 
President Mallikarjun Kharge and a minister in 
Karnataka, wrote a letter to his own government 
demanding that the RSS’s activities in public 
places and government premises  be regulated, 
if not banned. Next, Kharge Senior took the idea 
to Delhi. On October 31, he asked for banning 
the RSS. The Congress seems to believe that to 
debilitate the RSS, often described as the 
ideological parent or mentor of the BJP, is to 
checkmate the saffron party. It may never have 
such a clear and straight outcome, but it is an 
assumption not without some logical basis. 
Interestingly, when Mallikarjun Kharge said he 
would prefer the RSS to be banned, he clarified 
that it was his “personal view”. Kharge Senior 
may have appeared diffident and treaded 
cautiously, but the idea had become the party’s 
mainstream opinion before he became the 
party’s president. Rahul Gandhi’s blunt 
assertions on the RSS and its mentors have often 
got him into legal trouble. In May 2022, he had 
said, “My fight is with the ideology of the RSS 
and BJP, which is a threat to our country. I fight 
against the hatred and violence these people 
spread.” Again, in January 2023, he said he 
would never enter an RSS office, “I’ll have to be 
beheaded before that. My family has an 
ideology.” In Karnataka, this ideological battle 
finds new expression every now and then. In the 
latest round, the Congress government is 
allegedly allocating government land at 
subsidised prices to the Congress Bhavan Trust 
across the state in over a hundred places. When 
the BJP was in power in the state, it had allocated 
large tracts for its own party offices and to RSS’s 
affiliate and sympathetic organisations. Now 
the Congress is doing something similar as an 
apparent ideological counter, although legally it 
may be in troubled waters. Interestingly, the 
Congress did not cancel the land allocation the 
BJP had made to itself and its affiliates; on the 
contrary, it made it an ideological raison d’être 
to allocate itself more land. This has been 
revealed in detail by The File, a site that uses RTI 
as its primary investigative tool.

Despite such ideological battles that the Congress 
endeavours to construct across the nation, 
ironically, the RSS and BJP have always 
visualised their mission as cultural and 
civilisational. They do not use the registers that 
overtly communicate an ideological strife. It is 
always about cultural and civilisational 
recovery, restoration and rebuilding.

THE recent meeting between US President Donald Trump 
and his Chinese counterpart Xi Jinping in South Korea 
has been judged as a draw/ceasefire/truce in the long-
term competition between the two world powers. From a 
situation suggesting decoupling, the relationship seems 
to have taken a 180-degree pivot. This seems to be a 
consequence of China besting the US in its trade 
negotiations.Trump termed the outcome of the meeting 
as scoring a hyperbolic 12 out of 10. US Secretary of War 
Pete Hegseth, who was in Kuala Lumpur for the ASEAN 
Defence Ministers’ Meeting Plus, tweeted after he met 
his Chinese counterpart Admiral Dong Jun, “I just spoke 
to President Trump and we agree — the relationship 
between the US and China has never been better”.

Having spoken to Admiral Dong twice in a day to restore 
ties between the US and Chinese militaries, he declared 
that the tone had been set by Trump’s “historic G2 
meeting” and ended by noting “God bless both China and 
the USA!”He was echoing Trump’s tweet posted hours 
earlier: “My G2 meeting with President Xi of China was a 
great one for both our countries. The meeting will lead to 
everlasting peace and success. God bless both China and 
the USA!”Both sides have pulled back from some of their 
more dire threats and actions. Effectively, they have 
kicked the can down the road by making their decisions 
valid for just the coming year. At another level, they seem 
to be trying to work out the framework in which G2, or a 

increasingly restless over the Chinese decision not to buy intelligence (AI), had gained a decisive edge, while global US-China condominium, can operate.In his 
American soyabean. The US suspended the Covid-19 travails, economic slowdown, unemployment official tweet on the Dong Jun meeting, Hegseth noted the 
implementation of measures under its Section 301 and military purges had weakened China.importance of maintaining a balance of power in the 

The détente, which now seems to be verging on an entente, investigation targeting China’s maritime logistic and Indo-Pacific and US concerns about Chinese activities in 
has brought a sense of relief around the world. A US-China shipbuilding industries for a year.the South China Sea and Taiwan.In the Phase I trade deal 

The US will now drop its overall tariff rate for China to 47 implosion would have had consequences for the entire that China signed with the US during Trump’s first term 
per cent. This is, in effect, where it was before Liberation global economy. But the developments should not in 2020, Beijing was forced to make unilateral 
Day, April 2. If we take the 20.7 per cent tariff that existed generate a false sense of security. Despite Trump’s and commitments to buy American products. But the current 
before Trump assumed office and add 10 per cent of the Hegseth’s effusive take on the China relationship, the deal is all about give and take.
reduced fentanyl tariff, we are left with just 10 per cent reality is that there have been too many recent ups and The US backed off from its new Entity List export 
additional tariff which was the baseline figure applicable downs to predict a stable future.restrictions in exchange for China doing so with its rare 

One thing is clear: the threatened decoupling of the Western to all.Both sides have agreed to cooperate on the fentanyl earths rules. The Entity List rule was unveiled on 
and Chinese economies is not around the corner. The race issue, but there are other matters that need to be resolved, September 29, barring Chinese firms at least 50 per cent 
now is for global leadership amidst some shaky guardrails such as Chinese access to Nvidia chips and the ownership owned by previously sanctioned Chinese companies 
between the G2. Here, while the US has been seeking of TikTok. The Taiwan issue seems to have been from receiving restricted US tech exports using 
ephemeral gains through tariffs, the Chinese are preparing sidestepped for the present.A major reason for China’s subsidiaries. What it did was to effectively increase the 
for another future. Their latest five-year plan focuses on success has been tactics. While Beijing systematically number of Chinese firms on the Entity List from 1,400 to 
quantum technology, bio-manufacturing, hydrogen prepared for a possible clash in the last few years, Trump a massive 20,000.This had led China to use its brahmastra 
energy and nuclear fusion. China already leads in some of led Washington to hit out recklessly on the tariff issue. of rare earths on the eve of the Xi-Trump meeting. Under 
these fields, but the US remains ahead overall and has Instead of targeting China alone, as it had done in 2020, this rule, export controls would kick in even if 0.1 per cent 
placed its current bets on AI.The economic and the US sharply escalated the fight with China and hit the of the product used Chinese rare earth processing 
geopolitical consequences of competitive US-China whole world with its Liberation Day tariffs, alienating technologies anywhere in the world. This virtually 
relations in these areas are hard to forecast. But they friends and allies.covered almost all smartphones, hard drives, TVs, motors 

To an extent, this was also an underestimation of Chinese cannot be particularly comforting for countries like India and medical devices in the world.The Chinese also 
developments in recent years. There was a belief that the that had counted on the US to maintain geopolitical heft agreed to resume soyabean purchase, much to the relief of 
American economy, with the help of artificial against China.Trump, whose farmer support base was becoming 

The new deal between the US and China is all about give and take

At the heart of the hatred for animals lay fear and the conflict over sharing habitats in a rapidly urbanising ladscape

  

     

For a state whose told stories have travelled the arc from chaos to order and back through impossible political contortions, a known form of stability still commands an instinctive nod.

Stillness of the discerning in Bihar
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The Sikh Times
Maligaon, 7th November: On 7th

November, 2025 Hon’ble Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi inaugurated the year-long com-
memoration of the National Song “Vande
Mataram”, at the Indira Gandhi Indoor
Stadium, New Delhi. On the occasion, Hon’ble
Prime Minister also released a
Commemorative Stamp and Coin, marking the
beginning of a yearlong nationwide celebration
from 7th November 2025 to 7th November
2026. The celebration honours 150 years of the
patriotic song that inspired India’s freedom
movement and continues to evoke pride, unity
and devotion to the nation. As part of the
nationwide observance, Northeast Frontier
Railway (NFR) celebrated the 150 years of
“Vande Mataram” with great enthusiasm and
patriotic fervour across its jurisdiction. The
main celebration was organised at the NFRSA
Complex, Maligaon, where Shri Chetan Kumar
Shrivastava, General Manager, NFR, led the
programme in the presence of a large gather-
ing comprising senior officials, railway staff
and their family members. The celebration
reflected a deep sense of national unity and rev-
erence, as railway personnel, school children
and members of various organisations came
together to sing the full version of “Vande
Mataram” in unison. The collective voices filled
the air with emotion, transforming the venue
into a resounding tribute to the spirit of India’s
freedom, unity and cultural heritage. The NFR

(Construction) Organisation also observed the
day at the GM (Construction) office, Maligaon.
Across all five divisions of NFR Tinsukia,
Lumding, Rangiya, Alipurduar and Katihar as

well as at major railway stations, schools and
offices, the day was celebrated with great zeal.
Patriotic songs, cultural performances and
community participation brought together rail-
way employees, students and the public in a
shared spirit of nationalism and harmony. A
Mass Singing of the full version of “Vande
Mataram” was held at around 9:50 AM across
the country, including at various NFR loca-
tions, where railway staff, school children and

local residents joined their voices in unison.
The event generated a wave of positive energy,
unity and pride, reminding every participant of
the timeless message of devotion to the

Motherland that “Vande Mataram” embodies.
Composed by Bankimchandra Chatterji on
Akshaya Navami, 7th November 1875 and first
published in Bangadarshan as part of his cele-
brated novel Anandamath, “Vande Mataram”
continues to symbolize India’s indomitable spir-
it, unity and self-respect. The 150th anniversary
marks a proud milestone, reaffirming the
nation’s collective resolve to uphold the ideals
of harmony, patriotism and national pride.

NFR Celebrates 150 Years of ‘Vande Mataram’
with Nationwide Spirit of Unity and Pride
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LUD� 5DMSXW� .DSRRU�� ZLIH� RI� %ROO\ZRRG�0KHDUWWKURE� 6KDKLG� .DSRRU�� LV� D� ILWQHVV�
IDQDWLF��DQG�KHU�WRQHG�SK\VLTXH�DQG�UDGLDQW�

VNLQ�DUH�SURRI�RI�WKDW��.QRZQ�IRU�KHU�UHJXODU�J\P�
DSSHDUDQFHV�DQG�ZHOOQHVV�WLSV�RQ�VRFLDO�PHGLD��WKH�
���\HDU�ROG� FRQWLQXHV� WR� PRWLYDWH� IDQV� ZLWK� KHU�
UHJXODU� H[HUFLVH� URXWLQH� WKDW� LQFOXGHV� VRPH�
ULJRURXV�ZRUNRXWV�WR�VWD\�ILW��0RWKHU�RI�WZR��0LUD��
UHJXODUO\� VKDUHV� JOLPSVHV� IURP� KHU� ZRUNRXW�
VHVVLRQV�� \RJD� SUDFWLFHV�� DQG� OLIHVW\OH� KDELWV��
HQFRXUDJLQJ�IROORZHUV�WR�SULRULWLVH�WKHLU�KHDOWK�
+HU� ODWHVW�RIIHULQJ� LV�DQRWKHU� LQVSLUDWLRQDO�SRVW� IRU�
WKRVH� ZKR� DUH� WRR� OD]\� WR� VWDUW� WKHLU� ZRUNRXW�
URXWLQH��7DNLQJ�WR�,QVWDJUDP��VKH�VKDUHG�D�JOLPSVH�
RI�KHU�HDUO\�PRUQLQJ�ZRUNRXW�URXWLQH�
0LUD� SRVWHG� D� GLVWDQW� PLUURU� VHOILH� IURP� KHU� J\P�
DORQJ� ZLWK� WKH� FDSWLRQ�� ³*HW� PRYLQJ� DQG� JRRG�
PRUQLQJ��

,Q�DQ�LQWHUYLHZ�ZLWK�+HOOR��0DJD]LQH��0LUD�HDUOLHU�
WDONHG�DERXW�KRZ�VKH�PDQDJHV�WR�VWD\�DFWLYH�ZKLOH�
MXJJOLQJ�PRWKHUKRRG��$V�D�PRP�WR�0LVKD�DQG�=DLQ��
VKH� UHYHDOHG� WKDW� VKH�KDV�JUDGXDOO\� UHVKDSHG�KHU�
ILWQHVV�URXWLQH�WR�DOLJQ�ZLWK�KHU�HQHUJ\�OHYHOV�DQG�
KHU�IDPLO\¶V�QHHGV�
3URYLQJ� WKDW� KHDOWK� DQG� SDUHQWLQJ� FDQ� JR� KDQG� LQ�
KDQG��VKH�VWDWHG��³,�OLNH�WR�ZRUN�RXW�WKUHH�RU�IRXU�
WLPHV�D�ZHHN��,�OLNH�3LODWHV�DQG�IXQFWLRQDO�WUDLQLQJ�
ZLWK�OLJKW�ZHLJKWV��(DUOLHU��,�XVHG�WR�IHHO�DQ�HQHUJ\�
GLS�DURXQG��SP��$QG�WKDW¶V�ZKHQ�P\�NLGV�JHW�KRPH�
IURP�VFKRRO��6R�,�GHFLGHG�WR�VFDOH�EDFN�WKH�LQWHQVLW\�
RI�P\�ZRUNRXWV�WR�EH�DEOH�WR�VSHQG�WLPH�ZLWK�P\�
IDPLO\�ZLWKRXW�IHHOLQJ�H[KDXVWHG�RU�FUDQN\«�7KH�
PRVW� LPSRUWDQW� IDFWRU�� WKRXJK�� LV� VOHHS�� ,W¶V� VR�
XQGHUUDWHG��

%H\RQG� ILWQHVV�� 0LUD� 5DMSXW� KDV� VXFFHVVIXOO\�
WUDQVLWLRQHG�IURP�KRPHPDNHU�WR�HQWUHSUHQHXU��6KH�
UHFHQWO\�VWHSSHG�LQWR�WKH�ZRUOG�RI�ZHOOQHVV�ZLWK�KHU�
ZHOOQHVV� FHQWUH�� 'KXQ�� ORFDWHG� LQ� 0XPEDL¶V�
%DQGUD��7KH�YHQWXUH�FRPHV�DIWHU�VKH�FR�IRXQGHG�
$NLQG��D�VNLQFDUH�EUDQG�IRFXVHG�RQ�PLQGIXO��FOHDQ�
EHDXW\�

$IWHU�LPSUHVVLQJ�HYHU\RQH�ZLWK�KLV�VWLQW�LQ�5LVH�DQG�)DOO��1LNNL�7DPEROL¶V�
ER\IULHQG��$UEDD]�3DWHO��LV�QRZ�OLNHO\�WR�HQWHU�%LJJ�%RVV�����,I�D�YLUDO�SRVW�RQ�
;�LV�WR�EH�EHOLHYHG��$UEDD]�KDV�EHHQ�DSSURDFKHG�E\�WKH�PDNHUV�WR�SDUWLFLSDWH�

LQ�6DOPDQ�.KDQ¶V�VKRZ�DQG�LV�µQHDUO\�FRQILUPHG¶�DV�D�ZLOGFDUG�FRQWHVWDQW�³$V�3HU�
6WURQJ�UXPRXUV��7KH�1HDUO\�&RQILUPHG�1DPH�7KDW�,V�FRPLQJ�LV�RI��$UED]3DWHO�
฀���WKH�YLUDO�SRVW�UHDG��&KHFN�LW�RXW�KHUH�
3UHYLRXVO\�� 0DOWL� &KDKDU� DOVR� HQWHUHG� WKH� %LJJ� %RVV� ��� KRXVH� DV� D� ZLOG� FDUG�

F R Q W H V W D Q W � � 7 K H�
V K R Z � � Z K L F K�
SUHPLHUHG�LQ�$XJXVW�
WKLV� \HDU�� LV� DOVR�
O L NH O\ � W R � JH W � DQ�
H[WHQVLRQ� RI� WKUHH�
ZHHN�� $V� SHU� %LJJ�
% R V V � . K D E D U L�
UHSRUWV�� WKH� UHDOLW\�
VKRZ�LV�OLNHO\�WR�JHW�
DQ�H[WHQVLRQ�RI�WKUHH�
WR�IRXU�ZHHNV��:KLOH�
WKHUH� KDV� EHHQ� QR�
R I I L F L D O�
DQQRXQFHPHQW� VR�
IDU�� UHSRUWV� VXJJHVW�
WKDW � WKH� PRYH� LV�
EHLQJ� GLVFXVVHG� GXH�
W R � W K H � J U RZ L Q J�
SRSXODULW\� RI� WKH�
VHDVRQ�
(DUOLHU�UHSRUWV�FODLPHG�
%LJJ�%RVV����ZRXOG�
F R Q F O X G H � R Q�
' H F H P E H U � � ��
+RZHYH U� � L I � W K H�
PDNHUV� H[WHQG� WKH�
VKRZ��WKH�ILQDOH�ZLOO�
EH� SRVWSRQHG� E\�
DOPRVW�D�PRQWK�

$UEDD]�3DWHO�ZDV�UHFHQWO\�VHHQ�LQ�5LVH�DQG�)DOO��,QLWLDOO\�SODFHG�LQ�WKH�³5LVH��JURXS��
KH�HDUQHG�SUDLVH�IRU�KLV�OHDGHUVKLS�DQG�DELOLW\�WR�IRUP�DOOLDQFHV��+RZHYHU��PLG�
VHDVRQ��D�VHULHV�RI�FRQIURQWDWLRQV�DQG�WUXVW�LVVXHV�OHG�WR�KLV�GRZQIDOO��SXVKLQJ�KLP�
LQWR� WKH� ³)DOO�� ]RQH�� 'HVSLWH� IDFLQJ� FRQVWDQW� FKDOOHQJHV� DQG� HPRWLRQDO� ORZV��
$UEDD]�PDQDJHG�WR�ZLQ�DXGLHQFHV�RYHU�ZLWK�KLV�KRQHVW\�DQG�UHVLOLHQFH��,Q�RQH�RI�
WKH�HSLVRGHV��1LNNL�7DPEROL�DOVR�DSSHDUHG�DV�D�JXHVW�WR�FKHHU�KHU�EHDX�5LVH�DQG�)DOO�
ZDV�ZRQ�E\�$UMXQ�%LMODQL�

KUDGGKD� .DSRRU� KDV� UHSRUWHGO\� EHJXQ�6VKRRWLQJ�IRU�KHU�QH[W�ILOP��ZKLFK�LV�D�ELRSLF�RQ�
OHJHQGDU\� 0DUDWKL� IRON� SHUIRUPHU� 9LWKDEDL�

1DUD\DQJDRQNDU� DQG�KDV�EHHQ� WLWOHG�(HWKD��7KH�
DFWUHVV� ZLOO� EH� SOD\LQJ� WKH� WXWRULDO� UROH�� )UHVK�
XSGDWHV� PHQWLRQ� WKDW� VKH� KDV� UHSRUWHGO\� EHJXQ�
WUDLQLQJ� LQ� /DYQL�� WKH� WUDGLWLRQDO�0DKDUDVKWULDQ�
GDQFH�IRUP�0LGGD\�KDV�TXRWHG�D�VRXUFH�VD\LQJ��
³:LWK� KHU� PRWKHU� 6KLYDQJL� .ROKDSXUH� EHLQJ�
0DKDUDVKWULDQ��6KUDGGKD�LV�GHHSO\�VWHHSHG�LQ�WKH�
FXOWXUH��$QRWKHU�DGYDQWDJH�ZDV�KHU�GDQFLQJ�VNLOO�
VLQFH�LW�IRUPHG�D�ELJ�SDUW�RI�9LWKDEDL¶V�OLIH�VWRU\��
6KUDGGKD�SLFNHG�XS�/DYDQL�DQG�*DYODQ��WKH�WZR�
IRON�GDQFH�IRUPV�WKDW�RULJLQDWHG�LQ�0DKDUDVKWUD��
7KH\� DUH� ZLGHO\� XVHG� LQ� 7DPDVKD�� ZKLFK�
WUDGLWLRQDOO\�FRPELQHV�VWRU\WHOOLQJ�ZLWK�VLQJLQJ��
GDQFLQJ��DQG�VDWLUH�´

3URGXFWLRQ� IRU� WKH� ILOP� RIILFLDOO\� FRPPHQFHG� RQ�
1RYHPEHU����������7KH�WLWOH�(HWKD�LV�GHULYHG�IURP�
D�UHJLRQDO�SURQXQFLDWLRQ�RI�9LWKD��WKH�DIIHFWLRQDWH�
QDPH� E\� ZKLFK� WKH� OHJHQGDU\� SHUIRUPHU� ZDV�
NQRZQ�LQ�SDUWV�RI�0DKDUDVKWUD��7KH�ILOP�LV�EDVHG�
RQ� WKH� H[WUDRUGLQDU\� MRXUQH\� RI� 9LWKDEDL�
1DUD\DQJDRQNDU�� RQH� RI� 0DKDUDVKWUD¶V� PRVW�
UHYHUHG�7DPDVKD�SHUIRUPHUV��%RUQ�LQ�-XO\������LQ�
3DQGKDUSXU��ORFDWHG�LQ�6RODSXU�GLVWULFW��9LWKDEDL�
FDPH�IURP�D�IDPLO\�GHHSO\�URRWHG�LQ� WUDGLWLRQDO�
IRON�SHUIRUPDQFH��6KH�EHJDQ�KHU�FDUHHU�DV�D�FKLOG�
DQG�ZHQW� RQ� WR� EHFRPH� DQ� LFRQLF� ILJXUH� LQ� WKH�
ZRUOG�RI�/DYDQL�DQG�7DPDVKD�WKHDWUH��.QRZQ�IRU�
KHU� FRPPDQGLQJ� VWDJH� SUHVHQFH�� H[SUHVVLYH�
YRLFH��DQG�KLJK�HQHUJ\�SHUIRUPDQFHV��9LWKDEDL¶V�
FRQWULEXWLRQ�WR�,QGLDQ�IRON�FXOWXUH�HDUQHG�KHU�WZR�
3UHVLGHQW¶V�$ZDUGV��ILUVW�LQ������DQG�ODWHU�LQ������
7KH� WLWOH� (HWKD� FDUULHV� ORFDO� VLJQLILFDQFH��
UHSUHVHQWLQJ� KRZ�9LWKD�� D� IDPLOLDU� IRUP� RI� WKH�
DUWLVW¶V� QDPH�� LV� SURQRXQFHG� LQ� FHUWDLQ� SDUWV� RI�
UXUDO� 0DKDUDVKWUD�� 8WHNDU�� ZKR� LV� NQRZQ� IRU�
EOHQGLQJ� HPRWLRQDO� GHSWK� ZLWK� UHDOLVP� LQ� KLV�
VWRU\WHOOLQJ��LV�H[SHFWHG�WR�KLJKOLJKW�QRW�MXVW�WKH�
DUWLVW¶V� FDUHHU� EXW� DOVR� WKH� SHUVRQDO� VWUXJJOHV�
EHKLQG�KHU�FHOHEUDWHG�SXEOLF�OLIH�

7KH�DFWRU�LV�VHW�WR�UHWXUQ�LQ�6WUHH����VFKHGXOHG�IRU�
UHOHDVH�LQ�$XJXVW�������6KH�DOVR�KDV�WKH�DPELWLRXV�
IDQWDV\�WULORJ\�1DDJLQ�OLQHG�XS��LQ�ZKLFK�VKH�ZLOO�
SOD\�WKH�WLWXODU�UROH��'LQHVK�9LMDQ�KDG�H[SODLQHG�
WKH�LGHD�EHKLQG�WKH�0+&8�DQG�HYHQ�UHYHDOHG�ZK\�
6WUHH���ZRQ¶W�JHW�D������UHOHDVH�

/D X J K W H U � & K H I V � � 8 Q O L P L W H G�
(QWHUWDLQPHQW�� WKH� %KDUWL� 6LQJK�
KRVWHG�FRRNLQJ�EDVHG�UHDOLW\�VKRZ��LV�

DOO�VHW�WR�PDNH�D�UHWXUQ�ZLWK�LWV�WKLUG�VHDVRQ�
VRRQ�� 7KLV� WLPH�� WKH� YLHZHUV� ZLOO� VHH�
VHYHUDO�QHZ�FHOHEULWLHV�ZKR�ZLOO�HQJDJH�
LQ� WKH� FKDRWLF� EOHQG� RI� FRRNLQJ�
FKDOOHQJHV� DQG� FRPHG\�� $PRQJ� DOO��
%LJJ� %RVV� ��� ZLQQHU� DQG� 79�
DFWUHVV�7HMDVVZL�3UDNDVK�LV�DOVR�D�
SDUW� RI� WKH� OHDG� FDVW� RI� WKH�
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Travel

Pushkar has 3 or 4 places of interest , but the 
beauty is that one can spend a lot of time just 
seeing these places only. Doing a solo trip 
always makes you connect with your inner self 
and a place like Pushkar was the perfect choice 
of destination!Why? Here's a destination that's 
of significant religious importance for Indians, 
has the most fascinating mythology attached 
with it and the town itself looks like a 
psychedelic cross between Banaras and Tel 
Aviv. Let me take 
you through my 
Pushkar trip then!
Climate
A n y  p l a c e  i n  
Rajasthan is best 
visited during the 
winters and Pushkar 
is no exception. 
While summers can 
be scorching hot, 
b e t w e e n  e n d  
November to February, the afternoon sun will 
more or less blind you than burn you out!
History
One of the oldest cities of India, Pushkar city is 
associated with Lord Brahma(The Creator Of 
The Universe) and a fascinating mythological 
story. As the legend goes, Brahma was in 
search of a place for his Mahayagna and he 
found the city of Pushkar suitable. But in the 
city of Pushkar there was a demon, Vajranash 

who was killing people for fun. Thus the Lord 
intoned a mantra on a lotus flower that instantly 
killed the demon. During this process a part of the 
Lotus flower fell in Pushkar and gave birth to the 
Pushkar lake. After the killing of vajranash, 
Brahma performed a yagna to protect the place 
from demons. The consort of Brahma, Saraswati, 
was also needed to offer Ahuti for the yagna but 
since she was not there that time so Gayatri, a 
Gurjar girl, was married to Brahma and 

performed the yagna. This act made 
first wife of Brahma, Saraswati very 
angry and she cursed Brahma 
saying that he would be worshiped 
in Pushkar only. From that day on 
people say that the only Brahma 
Temple in the World exists in 
Pushkar!
Food
Pushkar is strictly vegeterian so 
meat lovers beware! While some of 
the restaurants do serve egg, any 

form of meat is a strict nono. However the quality 
of food is really good weather you are having Dal 
Chawal or a woodfire Pizza. Due to the huge 
influx of Israeli tourist, many restaurants serve 
more Continental food that Indian food. Some 
restaurants have the menu written in both English 
and Hebrew , which reminds me of certain 
beaches of South Goa where its Russian!
Shopping
While on the Walk from the Entry of the ghats to 

the Brahma Temple, there are lots of 
handicraft shops selling beautiful ethnic 
footwear, bags, bed sheets. If you are a good 
negotiator, you can get some genuinely good 
stuff! One tip though : First talk around with a 
few shopkeepers and get a feel of the rates and 
then buy , because many of the shops want to 
make a quick buck by quoting high prices. I 
found the right shop to buy footwear for my 
wife and the shop owner was an elderly 
woman who proudly said that they are 

Marwaris and they have been making 
footwear for over 100 years.
Places of interest
The 52 Ghats : The most important thing to 
do in Pushkar is to spend substantial amount 
of time at the Ghats. An early morning session 
and an evening sessions are about perfect. 
There are about 52 ghats around the Pushkar 
Lake. Jagannath Ghat, Nagar Ghat, Chir Ghat 
and many more. The otherwise serene ghats 
have though one nuisance - the Pandas(The 

Tallinn
Estonia had never featured 
on my 'must-see countries' 
list. Why then, would I go to 
this far-flung, erstwhile 
Soviet state? Well, my aunt 
had a conference in Tallinn 
and she asked me if I would 
like to free-load. So I said 
yes. Shamelessly. Never 
mind the fact that I wasn't 
expecting much from the 
city. I mean, how different 
could it be from the cliche of 
a struggling Soviet offshoot, 
fraught by the shadows of its 
past? But a free ride is a free 
ride. And so, in Tallinn, I 
promptly landed.

I slowly scanned the view of 
the city from our hotel 
window. Grey skies. Grey 
buildings. Desolate streets. 
So far, the city was living up 
to my preconceived notions. 
Then suddenly, as my gaze 
shifted to the right, a burst of 
colour dotted my view. I 

could see vibrant, red-tiled spires 
soaring in stark contrast to the 
rest of the city's modern 
landscape. I was told later that I 
had been staring at the city's Old 
Town.

The old town
The next morning, while my aunt 
toiled away at the conference, I 
set out on foot to explore 
Tallinn's fairytale like Old Town, 

Be it fairytale-like charm, 
surrender to Tallinn's magic and 

lose track of time.

one of the most well preserved 
gothic towns in the world. As I 
passed between a pair of 
imposing, ivy-covered towers at 
the beginning of Viru Street — 
the main archway into Old Town, 
I got the distinct impression that I 
had dived from the 21st century 
straight into the heart of a bygone 
era. I ambled through winding 
cobbled streets towards the Town 
Hall, which was flanked by a 
large market square and many 
charming open-air cafes. I 
shuffled within earshot of a 
tourist guide and overheard him 
tell his group that the site had 
w i t n e s s e d  a  m e m o r a b l e  
execution centuries ago. "A 
priest was beheaded here for 
killing a waitress in the late 
1600s," the guide bellowed. 
"What was his crime?" he was 
asked. "She brought him a really 
bad omelette," he said solemnly.
I decided that I liked this guide, 
with his penchant for drama. So I 
discreetly hot-footed after him, 

psychedelia
 Religion, mythology and 
PushkarPushkar

Recently, I drove down to Pushkar from Delhi and stayed there for 2 days and 

unlike other destinations that I cover, there wasn't a lot of  sightseeing that I did. 

 up a good score

as he shepherded his group 
through the heady cocktail of 
spire-crowned architecture and 
twisting alleys to the Russian 
Orthodox Alexander Nevski 
Cathedral. "The classic onion-
domed 19th-century Church has 
become the city's tourist 
symbol," the guide rumbled. 
"But nationalist Estonians are 
not happy because they regard it 
a s  a  s y m b o l  o f  S o v i e t  
oppression."
The group fervently nodded. So 
did I. Minutes later, he turned 
around and huffed towards a 
church with a soaring spire. I 
trailed him as he chattered to his 
group that the 13th-century 
Olaf's church was the tallest 
building in the world till a couple 
of centuries ago. Over the 
centuries, unfortunately, its poor 
spire had been repeatedly 
ambushed by lightning, thereby 
reducing its original height. I 
panted all the way up to the top of 
the spire on the heels of the 
heaving group. The view was 
magnificent, but with vertigo 
lurking around the corner, I 
quickly wobbled down and 
waited for the drama king and his 
subjects.
Our next stop was the ex-KGB 
Estonian headquarters outside 
the Old Town. I suddenly felt as 
if I were at large in a Robert 

Ludlum novel, as I shadowed the 
guide round the spooky building 
like a shifty spy. "This," he boomed 
dramatically, "Is where the KGB 
tortured suspected rebels." He then 
theatrically wagged a finger 
towards the basement windows. 
"They are covered up with concrete 
to suppress the sound of screams," 
he said, his eyes goggling. I 
shuddered. So did the rest of the 
group. Minutes later, the guide, the 
group and the budding stalker stood 
outside the gigantic Hotel Viru. 
"This was a notorious den of Cold 
War intrigue," I heard him say. 
"Every room was tapped and 
monitored by the KGB."
The singing revolution
Later that evening, I visited the 
Song Festival Grounds with my 
sight-seeing averse aunt. While she 
grumpily stood shivering in a 
corner, I hung on to the words of a 
local who mentioned that the 
grounds had been host to over 
30,000 music artistes from all over 
the world and that it was here that 
the Singing Revolution or the 
p a t r i o t i c ,  n i g h t - s i n g i n g  
demonstrations took place in the 
late 1980's, fuelling Estonia's 
liberation from Russia.
The next day, I went back to 
Tallinn's roots, the Old Town 
Square and sat in a cafe, sipping 
wine and soaking in the sun, which 
had, for a few brief minutes 

managed to burst through the 
clouds. The waiter brought me the 
menu, with a pamphlet stuck in 
between its pages. Culture Calls, 
the pamphlet screamed. Below 
was a list of more than 250 
cultural events, dotting Tallinn's 
epochmaking annual calendar. 
The city, clearly had a new reason 
to celebrate, as Europe's Cultural 
Capital for the year. I realised two 
things then - that first impressions 
aren't necessarily lasting and that 
it wasn't just me enjoying a 
moment in the sun; it was all of 
Tallinn.

Highlights
Museum of Occupations: Brings 
alive life under Soviet and Nazi 
regimes.
Kadriorg Palace: The majestic 
summer palace of the Tsar. A 
portion of it is closed to the public 
and is occupied by the Office of 
the President.
Open Air Museum: An open 
complex of Estonian rural 
architecture from the Tsarist era.
Getting around: Tallinn is a well 
connected city - you can avail of 
its trams, trolleybuses or taxis

men who perform religious ceremonies). The 
problem is that most of these are people looking 
to earn an easy buck with the pilgrims. They 
will conduct a small puja and then ask for a fee. 
Now how do you avoid these Pandas and enjoy 
the beauty of the lake. One trick is that befriend 
one of them in the begginning only and tell him 
that you will see thr ghats and offer a Puja at the 
end. In this way, any other Panda that comes to 
you can be told that you are already booked. I 
applied this and was left quite at peace most of 
the time.
Walk around the Pushkar town: Walkiing 
around Pushkar town is a must do because it's 
seldom that you can see such amalgamated mix 
of people and food and signborads.
Pushkar is a great place to unwind and 
procrastinate for a couple of days or if you are 
in the introspective mood, a couple of weeks. 
The place has a natural rugged beauty with an 
enchanting lake, nice simple Rajasthani people 
,Spicy but tasty food and loads of similar 
people around you in search of inner peace. As 
an Indian ad says, Push Karo , Khush raho 
(Push the Button and Be Happy), I guess an 
entry into Pushkar makes you happy mentally 
and spiritually!
Seasonal attractions
The Pushkar Fair or the Pushkar Mela, is an 
annual five day camel Fair and is actually the 
world's largest camel fair.
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