
Addressing 55 victims of Naxal violence, Union 
Home Minister Amit Shah said that Maoists will 

take their last breath on March 31, 2026.

Game Over For INDI Alliance Mamata Banerjee Attacks 
Congress, Says 'Party Won't Get Even 40 Seats In LS Polls'

NDTV's 'Hooter Hatao' campaign is aimed at curbing the misuse of car sirens during political rallies which are one of 
the major contributors to noise pollution.

? BJP's Arun Govil says not an outsider in 
Meerut constituency

? He is pitted against Samajwadi Party's 
Dalit candidate Sunita Verma

? Polling underway in eight parliamentary 
constituencies of Uttar Pradesh

Devendra Fadnavis, speaking at India Today's Mumbai Conclave, alleged that the previous Uddhav Thackeray government failed to cap 

ZThe flight test, carried out from a 
land-based vertical launcher, 
aimed to engage a low-flying 
high-speed aerial target. The 
missile system effectively 
tracked and engaged the target, 
demonstrating its operational 
capabilities.

Each department-related standing committees - which has representation from across party lines - acts as 'mini parliaments' and keeps a tab on the functioning of their related ministries.

Exercising its right of reply, India sharply criticised Pakistani Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif's address at the 
UN General Assembly, calling his comments on the Kashmir issue a "travesty."

Sources close to Shinde said that rather than giving due respect and share in power, his party, which has 61 MLAs, has been squeezed.

What Sharad Pawar Said On 
Joining Hands With Nephew Ajit 
Pawar

The Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) said Jaishankar 
will meet the leadership of the UAE to review the close 

partnership between the two countries.

New Delhi.  (Agency)
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh on 

Saturday said the annual defence 
production has soared to an all-time high 
of Rs 1,50,590 crore in FY 2024-25.The 
milestone represents a robust 18 per cent 
growth over the previous fiscal's output 
of Rs 1.27 lakh crore, and a staggering 90 
per cent increase since FY 2019-20, 
when the figure was Rs 79,071 crore, the 
minister informed.Defence Public 
Sector Undertakings (DPSUs) and other 
PSUs accounted for nearly 77 per cent of 
total production, while the private sector 
contributed 23 per cent.

The share of the private sector, which 
increased from 21 per cent in FY 2023-24 to 
23 per cent in FY 2024-25, reflects the 
sector's growing role in the defence 

ecosystem of the country.
The Minister lauded the collective efforts of 

the Department of Defence Production and 
all stakeholders - DPSUs, public sector 
manufacturers, and the private industry in 
achieving this landmark.He termed the 
upward trajectory as a clear indicator of 

India's strengthening defence industrial 
base.

Both public and private segments of the 
industry have demonstrated consistent 
year-on-year growth, attributed to far-
reaching policy reforms, enhanced ease of 
doing business, and a strategic focus on 
indigenisation over the past decade.The 
overall production of DPSUs and private 
sector has increased by 16 per cent and 28 
per cent, respectively in FY 2024-25.

“This  record-set t ing achievement  
underscores the growing momentum of 

the government's push to self-reliance in 
defence manufacturing under the 
A a t m a n i r b h a r  B h a r a t  i n i t i a t i v e  
spearheaded by Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi," according to a Defence Ministry 
statement.

New Delhi.  (Agency)
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi on Saturday took 

to social media platform X to share greetings 
on the occasion of Raksha Bandhan and 
celebrate the “bond of love and affection” 
between brothers and sisters.The Leader of the 
Opposition in Lok Sabha shared a photo 
with his sister Priyanka Gandhi Vadra and 
sent greetings to people across the country. 
Rahul Gandhi shared the post on X and 
accompanied it with a heartfelt note in 
Hindi which translates to, “Heartfelt 
greetings to all countrymen on Raksha 
Bandhan. I hope the bond of love and 
affection between brothers and sisters 
continues to deepen.”

Rahul Gandhi's sister, Priyanka Gandhi 
Vadra, also shared a post on X. She wrote, 
“Heartfelt congratulations and best wishes 
to all of you on the festival of Raksha 
Bandhan, a symbol of love, trust, and faith 
between brothers and sisters. May this 
sacred festival bring abundant joy to 
everyone’s lives.”

Raksha Bandhan, commonly known as Rakhi, is 
a traditional Hindu festival that celebrates the 
relationship between brothers and sisters. On 
this day, sisters tie a rakhi, a sacred thread, on 
their brothers’ wrists. In return, brothers give 

gifts and express care and commitment to 
protect their sisters.Raksha Bandhan wishes 
have been pouring in from leaders across the 
country. Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
posted, “Best wishes on the special occasion of 
Raksha Bandhan.”

The festival has been part of Indian culture for 
centuries. References to the practice of tying 
rakhi for protection can be found in Hindu 
religious texts. It is observed across different 
parts of India and holds cultural and familial 
importance.

New Delhi.(Agency)
NCP (SP) president Sharad Pawar on Saturday said Congress 

leader Rahul Gandhi's presentation on "vote theft" was 
well-researched and well-documented, and it is up to the 
Election Commission of India (ECI) to look into the matter.

Addressing a press conference in Nagpur, Pawar admitted 
that the opposition Maha Vikas Aghadi should have been 
more careful before the elections in Maharashtra."We 
should have looked into it earlier and been careful," he said.

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi has described the Special 
Intensive Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls as an 
"institutionalised chori" and claimed that the Election 
Commission was "openly colluding" with the BJP to carry 
out this "theft" with the objective of taking away the voting 
rights of the poor.

Pawar said Gandhi had made his presentation with detailed 
proof."The ECI should look into it," he said.The veteran 
leader lamented that Shiv Sena (UBT) president Uddhav 
Thackeray's seating at a dinner meeting hosted by Rahul 
Gandhi has become an unnecessary controversy.

"There was a PowerPoint presentation. When we watch a 
movie on screen, we don't sit in front but at the back. 
Farooq Abdullah and I sat at the back. Similarly, Uddhav 
Thackeray and Karnataka Chief Minister Siddaramaiah 
were also seated at the back to watch the presentation 
properly," he said.He further stated that the Opposition is 
yet to decide its stand on the Vice-Presidential election 
slated for September 9.

Pawar also rejected speculations about his faction joining 
hands with the ruling NCP led by his nephew Ajit Pawar.

"We will never align with a BJP-led alliance," he asserted.

New Delhi.  (Agency)
A war of words erupted between 

the BJP and the Shiv Sena 
(UBT) after the saffron party 
claimed that Uddhav Thackeray 
was "insulted" by being made to 
sit in the last row during a dinner 
meeting hosted by Rahul 
Gandhi recently.Uddhav, his 
son Aaditya Thackeray and 
Rajya Sabha MP Sanjay Raut 
were spotted sitting in the last 
row while Leader of the 
Opposition Rahul Gandhi was 
giving a presentation on alleged 
voter fraud by the Election 
Commission.

Leading the charge, Maharashtra 
Chief Minister Devendra 
Fadnavis  said when the 
undivided Shiv Sena was part of 
the NDA, Uddhav always sat in 

the first row."For us, his respect 
always came before our own. 
We have realised what kind of 
respect and honour he gets there 
(in the INDIA bloc)," Fadnavis 
said.

Rubbing it in, Fadnavis 
underlined that Uddhav 
always spoke of not 
b o w i n g  b e f o r e  
Delhi."Uddhav used to say 
he will not bow before 
Delhi. See the situation 
now, when they are not 
even in power. It is painful. 
When he was with us, he 
was always seated in the 
front row," he further said.

Deputy Chief Minister Eknath 
Shinde, whose rebellion in 2022 
ended Uddhav's tenure, mocked 
his former boss by saying that 

Congress had eventually shown 
t h e  T h a c k e r a y s  t h e i r  
place."Those who mortgage 
self-pride and abandon Bal 
Thackeray's ideals will not feel 
anything about it (insult). 

Congress has shown them their 
p lace ,"  Shinde  sa id .The  
Maharashtra BJP also posted a 
screenshot from the meeting, 
showing the Thackerays and 
Raut seated in the last row. "Find 

self-respect in this picture!" the 
caption read.

UDDHAV CAMP HITS BACK 
AT BJP

Hitting back at the BJP, Raut said 
Uddhav was given a front-
row seat but went back for a 
b e t t e r  v i e w  o f  t h e  
presentation screen.

“We were sitting in the front, 
but the TV screen was 
hurting our eyes, so we 
moved to the back. Look at 
the other pictures of Uddhav 
ji. Rahul Gandhi and Sonia 
Gandhi showed him and his 

family their home," the Rajya 
Sabha MP said.Calling the BJP 
"useless", Raut further said, 
"The BJP is stuck on who sat 
where. A presentation was going 
on against the BJP's vote theft."

New Delhi.  (Agency)
President Droupadi Murmu extended her 

heartfelt greetings on the occasion of 
R a k s h a  B a n d h a n ,  w i s h i n g  a l l  
countrymen in India and abroad.

In a post on X, she described the festival as 
a symbol of the unbreakable bond of love 

and trust between siblings. Highlighting 
the cultural significance of Raksha 
Bandhan, President Murmu noted that 
the festival provides an opportunity to 

preserve India's rich heritage and moral 
values.

"On the auspicious occasion of Raksha 
Bandhan, I extend my heartiest greetings 
and best wishes to all my countrymen 
living in India and abroad. This 
auspicious festival of Raksha 

Bandhan is a symbol of 
unbreakable love and trust 
between brothers and sisters, 
which enhances the spirit of 
harmony and cooperation in 
the society. This festival gives 
us an opportunity to preserve 
our rich cultural heritage and 
moral values. This festival 
gives the message of respect 
and protection of mothers, 
sisters and daughters," she 
posted on X.

She urged citizens to pledge towards 
building a prosperous India where every 
woman feels safe and empowered to 
contribute to national development.

"On this auspicious occasion, let us all 
pledge to build a prosperous India, where 
every woman is safe and can make her 
i m p o r t a n t  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  
development of the nation," she said.

Earlier today, Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi also extended his greetings on the 
occasion of Raksha Bandhan.In his 
message, he conveyed best wishes to the 
nation, emphasising the festival's 

significance in strengthening the bond 
between siblings."Best wishes on the 
special occasion of Raksha Bandhan," 
PM Modi wrote on X.

Union Home Minister Amit Shah also 
extended heartfelt greetings to 
the nation on the occasion of 
Raksha Bandhan, a festival 
celebrating the unbreakable 
bond of love and trust between 
siblings.In a post on X, Shah 
said, "Heartfelt best wishes to all 
countrymen on the sacred 
festival of 'Raksha Bandhan,' 
dedicated to the unbreakable 
bond of love, trust ,  and 
commitment to protection 
between brothers and sisters. I 
pray to God that this festival 
becomes a source of joy and 

enthusiasm in everyone's life."Defence 
Minister Rajnath Singh, on the occasion, 
emphasised the festival's significance 
beyond the traditional rakhi thread.

The Punjab 
government's 
decision to scrap 
the "non-existent" 
Department of 
Administrative 
Reforms came as 
part of a major 
administrative 
overhaul, which 
also saw the 

The Tripura chief  minister later met BJP general secretary B L Santosh

Manipur Chief Minister N Biren Singh flew to Delhi amid speculation over a no-confidence motion. Some MLAs seek a leadership change. The state, facing ethnic violence, 
remains politically unstable ahead of the Assembly session on February 10.President Murmu, PM Modi Extend Raksha 

Bandhan Wishes, Emphasise Bond Of  Protection

"Defence Production Soars To Rs 1.51 Lakh 
Crore, Jumps 90% In 5 Years": Rajnath Singh

ZMP produces 5.5 crore litres of milk, 
which accounts for 9% of the country’s 
total milk output. However, less than 1% 
of milk comes from dairy cooperatives.

Also, the BJP is the only party which has delivered on its promises under Prime Minister Narendra Modi and addressed the crisis of  
credibility created in politics, the Defence Minister told Gaurav Mishra, Ankit Paliwal and Rahul Chhabra of  IANS.

Bond of love: Gandhi siblings, Rahul and 
Priyanka, share Raksha Bandhan greetings

He emphasised that the mere discharge of the accused did not automatically imply malicious or improper intent behind the police action.

Dixit contended that the compensation order lacked a legal basis, as police had acted within their statutory authority while handling the case.

He urged the court to quash the NHRC recommendation, asserting that law enforcement cannot be penalised for investigative outcomes.

?Waqf  Bill tabled in 
Rajya Sabha by Kiren 
Rijiju
?Bill passed in Lok 
Sabha with 288 votes in 
favour
?Rijiju assured no 
interference by non-
Muslims in Waqf  matters

Amit Shah’s Aug 29 visit to kickstart BJP’s political narrative for 2026 Assam polls: CM Sarma
GUWAHATI.  (Ajency)

 Union Home Minister Amit Shah will 
initiate a process of building a political 
narrative for the BJP for next year's 
Assam assembly elections when he 
visits the state on August 29, Chief 
Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma said.

With Prime Minister Narendra Modi also 
scheduled to visit the state within 10 
days of Shah's tour, the BJP's Assam 
unit is working to ensure the success of 
the two trips, he said."Union Home 
Minister Amit Shah will come on 
August 29 and inaugurate the newly 
constructed Raj Bhavan in Guwahati," 
Sarma told reporters after attending a 
preparatory meeting at the BJP's state 
headquarters here on Friday evening 
for the two high-profile visits.

In the second engagement of the day, 
Shah will attend a convention of 
recent ly  e lec ted  panchaya t  
representatives of NDA, and later in 
the evening, he will be the chief 
guest at the birth centenary 
celebration of the state's first non-
Congress CM, Golap Borbora, 
Sarma added.The chief minister 
maintained that Shah's visit is of 
significance as state elections are 
six to seven months away.

"The speech by Amit Shah ji to the 
panchayat representatives will be an 
important one ahead of the elections. 
The process of political narrative 
building will definitely start from that 
day," Sarma said.The BJP and its allies 
will seek to form the government for 

the third successive term in the state in 
next year's assembly polls.Sarma said 
PM Modi will commence his visit to 
the state on September 8 from Golaghat 
district, where he will dedicate to the 
nation the first bio-ethanol refinery in 
Numaligarh, set up at a cost of over Rs 
4,000 crore.He will then travel to 

Mangaldai and lay the foundation 
stones for three projects - the 
Guwahati Ring Road, a bridge over 
the Brahmaputra river between 
Narengi and Kuruwa and the 
Mangaldai medical college and 
hospital.The prime minister will 
inaugurate the birth centenary 
celebration of Bharat Ratna Bhupen 
Hazarika at a programme in 
Guwahati later in the evening, 
Sarma added.Though all the 

programmes of the PM and Shah, 
except the panchayat representatives' 
meet, are government ones, the BJP is 
working to ensure the success of all the 
events, he said."All BJP MPs, MLAs, 
and district leaderships are meeting 
here to ensure that the visits.

Uddhav Thackeray's last-row seat at 
Rahul Gandhi dinner meet gets BJP taunt

Maharashtra permits production of  
state-made liquor to revive local 
industry, compete with foreign brands

MUMBAI.  (Agency)
  To boost the investment, generate jobs locally and increase revenue, 

the Maharashtra government has issued a resolution permitting the 
manufacturing of the ‘Maharashtra Made Liquor’ (MML) foreign 
liquor in the state.

As per a government notification, MML means any foreign liquor 
manufactured within Maharashtra by a licensee holding a licence in 
Form PLL as appended to the Maharashtra Distillation of Spirit and 
Manufacture of Potable Liquor Rules, 1966, by using grain-based 
spirit and conforming to the conditions prescribed by the 
government from time to time.

A senior government 
official from the excise 
department said that in 
Maharashtra, there are a 
t o t a l  o f  48  l i quo r  
manufacturing firms, out 
of which 16 are almost 
closed, while as many are 
partially operational."In 
the 1980s, Maharashtra 
made foreign liquor was a brand across the country, which was in 
great demand as well. But over a period of time, with the massive 
entry of foreign-made liquor and their branding, the local brand 
lagged, and now, they are struggling to survive. This new decision, 
boosting local industry, is the last attempt to revive the local liquor 
industry,” he added.

Maharashtra Deputy Chief Minister Ajit Pawar, who is also excise 
minister, has constituted a study group committee under the head of 
additional chief secretary Valsa Nair to recommend ways to increase 
the revenue.

This study group had suggested Maharashtra government promote the 
grain-based spirit – foreign liquor under the banner of Maharashtra 
Made Liquor so that sick liquor factories will get the opportunity to 
revive themselves by competing with foreign-made liquor 
companies.

>Annual defence 

production reached Rs 

1,50,590 crore in FY 2024-

25, an 18% rise
>Production rose 90% 

since FY 2019-20, when it 

was Rs 79,071 crore
>DPSUs contributed 77% 

and private sector 23% 

of  total defence 

production

Leading the charge, Maharashtra Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis said when the undivided Shiv Sena 
was part of the NDA, Uddhav always sat in the first row.

? Raksha Bandhan is a Hindu festival dedicated to the love between brothers and 
sisters. This year, Raksha Bandhan is being celebrated on August 9.

?Siddaramaiah to meet 
MLAs from six districts 
Tuesday

?Day 1 includes Mysuru, 
Tumakuru, Hassan, Kodagu, 
others

?Part of trust-building after 
AICC intervention

Once a sought-after national brand in the 1980s, Maharashtra-

made foreign liquor has declined with the rise of global labels, 

leaving local makers struggling to survive.

?President Droupadi Murmu extended Raksha 
Bandhan greetings to all Indians in India and 
abroad
?Murmu urged citizens to pledge towards a 
prosperous India where women feel safe and 
empowered
?Prime Minister Modi and other ministers also 
extended heartfelt Raksha Bandhan greetings
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New Delhi:  In a significant break-
through, researchers from the Indian
Institute of Technology-Delhi (IIT-Delhi)
have developed a method to recycle
denim waste into knitted garments with-
out compromising on quality. Led by Prof
Abhijit Majumdar and Prof BS Butola of
the Department of Textile and Fibre
Engineering, the team successfully con-
verted waste denim into yarn with mini-
mal damage to fibre properties by opti-
mising process conditions. The recycled
yarn is then blended into knitted fabric
using seamless whole-garment technolo-
gy, resulting in garments containing 25
per cent to 75 per cent recycled yarn. The
team found that up to 50 per cent recy-
cled yarn content could be used in knit-
ted clothing without affecting the feel of
the fabric. “To reduce the roughness of
recycled yarns, a softening treatment is
applied, ensuring the final product feels
just like one made from virgin materials,”
said Prof Majumdar. He added that while

the study focused on denim waste, the
method could be extended to other types
of textile waste. The research, published

in the Journal of Cleaner Production, also

included a life cycle assessment (LCA) to
quantify environmental benefits in the
Indian context. PhD scholar Satya

Karmakar collected energy and material

data from the Panipat textile recycling
cluster. The LCA showed that recycling
could mitigate 30-40 per cent of environ-
mental impacts such as greenhouse gas
emissions, acid rain and fossil fuel deple-
tion. For ozone layer depletion, the
reduction is as high as 60 per cent. Using
recycled fibres also reduces the demand
for virgin cotton, thereby saving water,
pesticides and fertilisers used in cotton
cultivation — a process that alone con-
tributes 24 per cent to global warming
among all production stages. “The team
is now exploring the feasibility of recy-
cling textile waste multiple times,” said
Prof Butola. India generates about 3.9
million tonnes of post-consumer textile
waste annually, of which only 4 per cent
is recycled. Most of this waste ends up in
landfills due to variability in fibre blends
and colours. Mechanical recycling also
weakens fibre quality, making it challeng-
ing to produce high-quality garments
from recycled textiles.

IIT-Delhi develops breakthrough method to recycle
denim into high-quality garments

Heavy rain batters Delhi, leads to
waterlogging at many places

New Delhi The downpour began at 11 pm on Friday,
lashing multiple parts of Delhi-NCR, including
Panchkuian Marg, Mathura Road, Shastri Bhawan, RK
Puram, Moti Bagh, Kidwai Nagar, and several other
areas. Video grab via The National Capital was lashed
by heavy rain overnight, causing waterlogging in sever-
al areas early Saturday morning, with more showers
expected during the day. The India Meteorological
Department issued a red alert for heavy rain with light-
ning and thunderstorms for parts of north, west, south,

southeast, and Central Delhi on Saturday morning, but
later downgraded to a yellow alert, advising people to
be aware. In the 24 hours till 8.30 am on Saturday,
Delhi’s primary weather station at Safdarjung recorded
78.7 mm of rainfall, Pragati Maidan 100 mm, Lodhi
Road 80 mm, Pusa 69 mm, and Palam 31.8 mm, accord-
ing to data shared by the weather department. The
downpour began at 11 pm on Friday, lashing multiple
parts of Delhi-NCR, including Panchkuian Marg,
Mathura Road, Shastri Bhawan, RK Puram, Moti Bagh,
Kidwai Nagar, and several other areas. The tempera-
ture was recorded at 23.8 degrees Celsius on Saturday
morning, 3.2 notches below the average, while the max-
imum temperature is expected to settle around 32
degrees Celsius.

The Sikh Times
New Delhi: With the Delhi

University Students’ Union (DUSU) elec-
tions approaching, the university has, for
the first time, issued a comprehensive set
of anti-defacement guidelines well before
announcing the poll date, marking a
departure from last year’s controversy
when the High Court had to step in after
widespread defacement, in and around
the campus, delayed the declaration of
results. In 2024, the Delhi High Court
had directed the university to ensure all
campaign graffiti and posters were
removed before vote counting could
begin. The court made it clear that the
exercise was “corrective rather than puni-
tive” and ordered that results, originally
scheduled for September 27, be declared
only after DU submitted an affidavit con-
firming the clean-up. The outcome was
eventually announced in November.
Learning from the episode, the universi-
ty’s latest notification seeks to pre-empt
violations. One of the most notable provi-
sions mandates that all students sign an
anti-defacement affidavit at the time of
admission, on the lines of the existing
anti-ragging declaration. Colleges,
departments and affiliated centres will
also hold orientation sessions to sensitise
students on discipline, the protection of

public property and acceptable campaign
conduct. The notification also says the
campaigning will be tightly regulated.

Each institution may have only two desig-
nated “walls of democracy” for putting up
election material. The varsity officials,
quoting the notification, said a dedicated
online portal at both the university and
college levels will inform students about
their rights and responsibilities and pro-
vide a mechanism to report violations.
According to the notification, every can-
didate will have to furnish a Rs 1 lakh
bond with their nomination to cover

potential defacement or related offences
by them or their supporters. As per the
guidelines, candidates have also been

instructed to immediately remove any
unauthorised posters, especially those
with misspelt names aimed at evading
accountability, and report such instances
to the nearest police station within 24
hours. “Failing to do so may invite a fine
of Rs 25,000, suspension, rustication, or
even disqualification from contesting
elections,” it stated. The rules impose a
blanket ban on posters, rallies, road-
shows, vehicle-mounted canvassing,

loudspeakers, “Shakti Pradarshan” and
the use of dhols, even after results are
declared. Only legitimate electronic
media campaigning is allowed, and candi-
dates’ names must match official school
certificates unless legally changed and
accepted by the university. Colleges and
departments will form Prevention of
Defacement of Property Committees,
mirrored at the university level, with
details displayed on notice boards and
websites. Institutions are encouraged to
host candidate debates, which may be
recorded and uploaded online.
Additionally, entry of outsiders has been
restricted, and colleges have been asked
to consider installing biometric or facial
recognition systems for access control.
The officials said acts of defacement will
be treated as gross indiscipline, attracting
penalties under the university ordi-
nances, the Metro Rail (Operation and
Maintenance) Act, 2002, the Prevention
of Damage to Public Property Act, 1984,
the Delhi Prevention of Defacement of
Property Act, 2007, and orders from the
NGT and Delhi High Court. “DUSU
office-bearers will be permitted to book
only three venues, the Conference
Centre, Shankar Lal Hall and Room 22 of
the arts faculty for official events, subject
to clearance from the DUSU adviser and
payment of fees,” the officials added.

No posters, no dhols, no roadshows:
DU declares war on poll pollution

Police arrest teenage realtor for
gunning down gardener over
closed gate in south Delhi

New Delhi: Santlal, who also worked as a caretaker
of the property, was shot in the chest. Police have arrest-
ed 19-year-old Piyush Yadav, a local real estate agent, for
gunning down the older man. They said the incident
took place around 2 am near the Shamshan Ghat in Dera
village. “A police team rushed to the spot after receiving
information that women were crying loudly in the neigh-
bourhood. Upon reaching, it was found that a man had
been shot and was lying motionless near the cremation
ground,” an officer said. An empty cartridge was recov-
ered from the spot, he said. “During the investigation, it
was revealed that the accused had a verbal altercation
with the victim over the closing of a gate of the proper-
ty. The altercation escalated, and in a fit of rage, Piyush
allegedly shot Santlal and fled the spot,” the officer said.
When questioned, Piyush confessed to the crime and
led the police to the gun he had hidden in his house.
Police said Santlal took care of several properties in the
vicinity, while Piyush Yadav ran his real estate business
from Chhatarpur Phase 2. Santlal’s body was taken to
Safdarjung Hospital for a post-mortem.

Delhi University rolls out ‘zero
tolerance’ policy for campus defacement

New Delhi: With the Delhi University Students’
Union (DUSU) elections for fast approaching, the uni-
versity administration has announced a stringent “zero
tolerance” policy against defacement, under the banner
of its “Green Election, Clean Election” initiative. The
announcement was made following a meeting on
Tuesday, attended by the Chief Election Officer, mem-
bers of the Proctorial Board, Maurice Nagar SHO,
DUSU office bearers and student representatives. An
official statement from the DU Election Committee said,
“The committee also apprised the representative that
there would be zero tolerance for defacement during the
current DUSU elections.” All candidates have been
directed to use only handmade posters and to strictly
adhere to specified campaign expenditure limits. The
university’s crackdown follows complaints from past
years, when graffiti, unauthorised banners and posters
covered walls, flyovers, and metro pillars across both
North and South campuses. This year, authorities say,
enforcement would be much more vigilant.

Panipat man charred to death,
another injured as car catches fire

after accident in Delhi 
New Delhi: A 40-year-old man was charred to death

while another was injured after their car caught fire fol-
lowing an accident in outer north Delhi's Hulambi Khurd
area in the early hours of Sunday, an official said. The
incident occurred around 2 am near Jhanda Chowk on
Urban Extension Road II, under the jurisdiction of Narela
Industrial Area police station, the official added.
According to the police, a PCR call was received and a
team rushed to the spot where they found a white Ertiga
in a burnt condition. The driver was found dead, while
another was rescued from the adjacent seat. He was
injured. The driver was identified as Vipender and the
injured as Jagbir, both residents of Haryana's Panipat,
police added. Jagbir was immediately shifted to the SRHC
Hospital in Narela, while the dead body was moved to the
BJRM Hospital, a police officer said. Initial investigation
suggests that the Haryana-registered SUV might have
lost control and crashed before catching fire, though the
exact cause is still under investigation, the officer said. A
case has been registered, and further investigation is
under way to ascertain the cause of the fire and the cir-
cumstances surrounding the accident, the officer added.

3 held for performing car stunts on road
New Delhi: The police have arrested three indi-

viduals for performing dangerous car stunts on a
public road, after a video of the incident went viral on
social media. Three vehicles used during the stunts
have also been seized. According to the police, the
video, which circulated widely online, captured the
suspects engaging in risky behaviour near the
Shobha City traffic signal in Sector 108, under the
jurisdiction of Rajendra Park police station. In the
footage, three young men were seen standing atop a
moving car. Behind them, several others were spot-
ted in 8 to 10 vehicles, with sunroofs open and some
individuals emerging from windows while filming the
stunt and performing hazardous manoeuvres. The
arrested accused has been identified as Himanshu
(22), a resident of Khaika village near Sohna, Sagar
(24) and Kaushal (24), residents of Peeragarhi in
Delhi. “The accused not only endangered their own
lives but also put the safety of others at risk by per-
forming these stunts on public roads,” said a police
spokesperson. “We have recovered three vehicles
used in the act — two Mahindra Thars and one
Toyota Fortuner. A further investigation is under-
way, and more arrests are expected soon.”

New Delhi: A 16-year-
old girl was rescued from a
prostitution racket during
a raid conducted by the
Dwarka Police on
Tuesday. The child
revealed that she was traf-
ficked into the trade nearly
a year ago and was forced
to attend to 8 to 10 clients
every night. The minor
confessed that whenever
she complained of pain,
she was given painkillers
to suppress the symptoms
and sent back to work. For
her labour, she was hand-
ed only Rs 500 and that too
neither frequently nor vol-
untarily. When she begged
to leave, the traffickers
threatened her with videos
they had recorded, warn-
ing her that they would be
leaked if she resisted or
tried to escape. A year ago,

she was lured by a friend
who told her that she
would introduce her to
someone who will solve all

her financial problems.
“My friend introduced me
to one ‘bhaiya’ who prom-
ised me lot of money. I did
not realise what I was
being pushed into. As soon
as I understood and I want-

ed to quit, they threatened
me and said if I tried to
escape, they would make
my videos public,” she

said. The minor lost her
mother several years ago
and currently lives with
her alcoholic father. When
asked whether he was
aware of her situation, she
silently shook her head,

indicating he did not know.
“He doesn’t know. I have
told him that I work in a
call centre so my work
hours are at night,” she
said. Every day, she leaves
home around 5 pm and
attends clients till 5-6 am.
Every day without any
leave, anywhere five to 10
customers visited her.
“Our team posed as cus-
tomers and got in touch
with the linchpin. It took
us almost a month to gain
his trust. Finally, after
much dilly-dallying,
advance online payment
and change of location, he
finally called us to Dwarka.
We immediately informed
Dwarka’s Western Range
DCP Ankit Kumar Singh
who promptly informed
his team and prepared for
the raid,” Manish Sharma,

Senior Director,
Association for Voluntary
Action, said. Association
for Voluntary Action is a
partner of Just Rights for
Children which is a net-
work of over 250 NGOs
working for child protec-
tion. The accused once
again changed the address
last minute and called
them to a flat in Mohan
Garden near Dwarka. DCP
Singh immediately coordi-
nated with the Mohan
Garden police station to
ensure that the raid was
conducted. When the
team reached the spot,
they found several empty
bottles of alcohol, antibiot-
ic tablets to treat vaginal
infections and painkillers,
along with other medi-
cines, in the flat. While
one man named Ibrahim

has been arrested, the
police have lodged an FIR
under Section 143(4) of
the Bhartiya Nyaya
Sanhita (BNS), 2023,
which pertains to the
offense of human traffick-
ing, specifically involving
the exploitation of a child.
“We have witnessed many
such isolated cases of
prostitution in home-
based settings or through
massage parlors post-
Covid. We believe these
networks can be disman-
tled more effectively if we
follow the money. With so
many customers transfer-
ring payments through
online modes, tracking
this financial trail can help
us identify and apprehend
the entire chain involved
in the exploitation,”
Sharma said.

16-year-old girl rescued
from prostitution racket in Dwarka

Senior lawyers can’t 
mention cases for urgent
hearing in my court from

August 11: CJI Gavai
New Delhi: Chief Justice of India BR Gavai on

Wednesday said that from next Monday no senior
advocate will be allowed to mention cases for urgent
listing and hearing in his court as he intended to
give juniors an opportunity for better exposure.
Sworn in on May 14, CJI Gavai had reverted to the
practice of oral mentioning of cases for urgent list-
ing/hearing by lawyers and discontinued the prac-
tice adopted by his predecessor Justice Sanjiv
Khanna. Justice Khanna had discontinued the prac-
tice of oral mentioning of cases by lawyers and
asked them to either send emails or written letters
instead. “There is a great demand that no matters
should be mentioned by senior counsel,” CJI Gavai
said after senior counsel AM Singhvi tried to men-
tion a matter. He asked the court staf f to put out a
notice that no senior lawyer will be permitted to
mention cases for urgent listing and hearing in his
court from Monday. “From Monday, no senior coun-
sel, I mean designated senior counsel, will be
allowed to mention matters. Let juniors get an
opportunity to do it,” the CJI said. Singhvi said he
has no problem so long as it applied to all senior
lawyers. “This will be practised at least in my
court,” the CJI said, adding that it is up to other
judges to follow it. It has been a long-held practice
for lawyers to mention their cases before the CJI-led
Bench at the outset of the day’s proceedings for
urgent out-of-turn listings and hearing of cases.

New Delhi: Delhi
University will open its
mid-entry admission win-
dow for undergraduate
programmes from 5 pm on
Friday, allowing fresh can-
didates who missed earlier
rounds to apply for the
current academic session.
The university released its
list of vacant seats on
Thursday, following the
conclusion of the latest
round of upgrade. The
mid-entry provision, avail-
able under the Common
Seat Allocation System
(CSAS), will remain open
until 4:59 pm on August
10. Candidates who did
not register earlier or
failed to complete the sec-
ond phase of admissions
can apply by paying a fee
of Rs 1,000. "This is an
opportunity for those stu-
dents who were unable to
participate in the CSAS
earlier due to various rea-
sons. Through mid-entry,

they can now enter the
admission process," a uni-
versity official said. The

latest data shared by Delhi
University shows that
71,130 students have
already secured admis-
sion across 79 undergrad-
uate programmes being
offered in 69 colleges. The
university has a total of
71,624 UG seats for the
2025-26 academic year. As
part of the previous alloca-

tion round, DU had
reopened its upgrade win-
dow from August 2-3. Of

the eligible students,
34,069 applied for a higher
preference, while 35,889
chose to freeze their exist-
ing allocation. As a result,
5,930 students received
upgraded seats. The
process of document veri-
fication and fee payment
for the latest upgraded
allotments continued until

August 7. After the closure
of the mid-entry window,
Delhi University will

release its third allocation
list on August 13. This will
be followed by the first
allocation lists for ECA,
sports, and CW quotas on
August 15. The university
has announced that the
entire UG admission
process will be completed
by August 19.

Mid-entry window for UG
admissions in Delhi University to open
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may prove pivotal in a war that began Zelenskyy. That stoked fears in Europe 
more than three years ago when Russia that Ukraine could be sidelined in 
invaded its western neighbor and has efforts to stop the continent's biggest 
led to tens of thousands of deaths — conflict since World War II.Trump's 
although there's no guarantee it will announcement that he planned to host 
stop the fighting since Moscow and one of America's adversaries on U.S. 
Kyiv remain far apart on their soil broke with expectations that they'd 
conditions for peace.In comments to meet in a third country. The gesture 
reporters at the White House before his gives Putin validation after the U.S. 
post confirming the date and place, and its allies had long sought to make 
Trump suggested that any agreement him a pariah over his war against 

 Washington. (Agency) would likely involve "some swapping Ukraine.Early in Putin's tenure, he 
President Donald Trump said he will of territories," but he gave no details. regular ly  met  wi th  h is  U.S .  

meet with Russian President Vladimir Analysts, including some close to the counterparts. That dropped off and the 
Putin next Friday in Alaska to discuss Kremlin, have suggested that Russia tone became icier as tensions mounted 
ending the war in Ukraine, a potential could offer to give up territory it between Russia and the West after 
breakthrough af te r  weeks  of  controls outside of the four regions it Moscow illegally annexed Ukraine's 
expressing frustration that more was claims to have annexed.Trump said his Crimean Peninsula in 2014 and faced 
not being done to quell the fighting. meeting with Putin would come before allegations of meddling in the 2016 

The Kremlin has not yet confirmed the any sit-down discussion involving U.S. elections.Putin's last visit to the 
details, which Trump announced on Ukrainian President Volodymyr U.S. was in 2015, when he attended the 
social media, but both nations had said Zelenskyy. Trump also previously U.N. General Assembly meeting in 
they expected a meeting could happen agreed to meet with Putin even if the New York. The meeting in Alaska 
as soon as next week.Such a summit Russian leader would not meet with would be the first U.S.

NEWS BOX

Israel's plan to take over Gaza City 
stirs fears for civilians, hostages

Donald Trump says he will meet Putin on August 15 
in Alaska to discuss ending the Ukraine war

Niger announces 
nationalisation of  its only 
gold mine

Montana bar shooting 
suspect captured after 

weeklong search
WORLD .   (Agency)  

 A man suspected in a shooting at a Montana bar that left 
four people dead was captured Friday just a few miles 
from where the shooting happened after hundreds of 
law enforcement officers spent the past week scouring 
nearby mountainsides, authorities said.

Michael Paul Brown, 45, was taken into custody around 
2 p.m. near the area where authorities had focused their 
search in the days following the Aug. 1 shooting at The 
Owl Bar in Anaconda, about 100 miles (190 
kilometers) from Missoula.Montana Attorney General 
Austin Knudsen said during a news conference that 
about 130 law enforcement officers made a hard push 
Thursday after getting tips that helped verify they were 
looking in the right area."It's not someplace he'd been 
hiding. He was flushed out," Knudsen said.

Gov. Greg Gianforte first confirmed Brown's capture on 
social media Friday afternoon, saying it was the result 
of what he called a "Herculean effort" from law 
enforcement officers across the state.

The community finally would be able to sleep tonight, 
Anaconda-Deer Valley County Attorney Morgan 
Smith said, adding that the case is just the beginning 
for prosecutors who will be seeking to charge Brown 
with the killings.It was not immediately clear if Brown 
had legal representation. Email and phone messages 
were left Friday with the Montana public defender's 
office.State authorities have not said what sparked last 
week's shooting, which left a female bartender and 
three male patrons dead. The victims were identified 
as Nancy Lauretta Kelley, 64; Daniel Edwin Baillie, 
59; David Allen Leach, 70; and Tony Wayne Palm, 74.

Brown's niece, Clare Boyle, said Kelley worked 
previously as an oncology nurse and was a close 
family friend who helped Brown's mother when she 
was sick.Bar owners from around the state have 
pledged to donate a portion of sales to a fund for each 
of the victims' families.

WORLD

Kenya has eliminated 
sleeping sickness, says WHO

WORLD .   (Agency)  
US President Donald Trump on Friday repeated his 

claim that he got "things settled" between India and 
Pakistan after a four-day military clash that he said 
could have escalated into a "nuclear conflict."

Speaking at the White House, Trump once again 
alluded that five or six planes were "shot down" 
during the confrontation between the subcontinent 
neighbours. He did not clarify whether the losses 
were on one side or shared between both.

Notably, India has reiterated that both halted hostilities 
after direct talks between their militaries, rejecting 
the role of any US mediation.Trump made the 
comments flanked by Azerbaijan President Ilham 
Aliyev and Armenia's Prime Minister Nikol 
Pashinyan after they inked a US-brokered peace 
agreement during a trilateral signing ceremony.

"As President, my highest aspiration is to bring peace 
and stability to the world. Today's signing follows our 
success with India and Pakistan," the US President 
said."They were going at it, they were going at it big 
and they were two great leaders that came together 
just prior to what would have been a tremendous 
conflict, as you know, a nuclear conflict, probably," 
he added.Asserting that he is settling conflicts 
through trade, Trump said, "I got things settled with 
India, Pakistan. I think it was trade more than any 
other reason. That's how I got involved."

"I said, 'You know, I don't want to be dealing with 
countries that are trying to blow up themselves and 
maybe the world'. They are nuclear nations," he 
added.Trump referred to the conflict between India 
and Pakistan twice during his remarks at the event, 
adding them to the nearly 35 previous occasions 
where he has claimed that he stopped the war between 
the two countries through trade.

JERUSALEM .  (Agency)  
GENEVA: Kenya has eliminated sleeping sickness as a 

public health problem, the World Health 
Organization announced on Friday, making it the 
10th country to do so.The vector-borne disease, 
formally called human African trypanosomiasis, is 
endemic in sub-Saharan Africa. Without treatment, 
HAT is generally fatal, the WHO says.Sleeping 
sickness is transmitted to humans through the bites of 
tsetse flies that have acquired the the blood parasite 
Trypanosoma brucei from infected humans or 
animals.Rural populations dependent on agriculture, 
fishing, animal husbandry or hunting are deemed 
most at risk of exposure.

"I congratulate the government and people of Kenya on 
this landmark achievement," WHO chief Tedros 
Adhanom Ghebreyesus said in a statement.

"Kenya joins the growing ranks of countries freeing 
their populations of HAT. This is another step towards 
making Africa free of neglected tropical diseases."

The parasites can cross the blood-brain barrier into the 
central nervous system.Generally, this is when more 
obvious signs and symptoms of HAT appear, says the 
WHO: behaviour changes, confusion, sensory 
disturbances and poor coordination. Sleep cycle 
disturbance, which gives the disease its name, is a 
prominent feature.The first cases in Kenya were 
detected in the early 20th century.

Besides Kenya, the others that have now eliminated 
sleeping sickness as a public health problem are 
Benin, Chad, Equatorial Guinea, Ghana, Guinea, 
Ivory Coast, Rwanda, Togo and Uganda.

ZTrump said his meeting with 
Putin would come before any 
sit-down discussion involving 
Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy.

Dozens of doves, a symbol of 
peace, were released after a 
speech by Nagasaki Mayor Shiro 
Suzuki, whose parents are 
survivors of the attack.

NIAMEY. (Agency) 
 Niger's military government has announced the 

nationalisation of the country's sole industrial gold 
mine, accusing its Australian operator of "serious 
breaches" as the junta seeks greater control of natural 
resources.The military junta has ruled the West 
African nation since seizing power in a 2023 coup, 
promising to crack down on Niger's myriad security 
issues.Juntas in Niger, neighbouring Burkina Faso 
and Mali have ramped up pressure on foreign mining 
companies in recent years, with Niger nationalising 
the local branch of French uranium giant Orano in 
June.Australian group McKinel Resources Limited 
took control of the Societe des mines du Liptako 
(SML) gold mine, situated on the bank of the River 
Niger, in 2019 after purchasing a majority stake from 
a public firm.”In view of serious breaches (and) with a 
view to saving this highly strategic company, the state 
of Niger has taken the decision to nationalise SML," 
said an order from junta leader, General 
Abdourahamane Tiani, read on state television on 
Friday.

"This measure is in line with the vision of the president 
of the republic, which is to promote the full 
appropriation of its natural resources by the Nigerien 
people," it said.

In 2023, industrial gold production at the mine 
amounted to 177 kilograms, while artisanal 
production in the country totalled 2.2 tonnes, 
according to a report by the Extractive Industries 
Transparency Initiative.Niger's junta said since 
McKinel's takeover of SML, the mine has fallen into 
an "alarming economic situation".

It criticised the Australian firm for failing to implement 
a $10 million investment plan which the junta said has 
led to tax and wage arrears, worker layoffs and 
"significant increased det", as well as production 
stoppages.In May, a bomb blast in jihadist-riven west 
Niger killed at least eight workers at the SML  mine in 
the Tillaberi region.The army has deployed more than 
2,000 soldiers to fight the jihadist groups in the 
surrounding region, at the epicentre of the violence 
wracking the country.

Nagasaki marks 80th anniversary of US atomic attack

EDT on Saturday.The U.N. Mission of Benjamin Netanyahu had outlined  JERUSALEM  . (Agency) 
Panama, which holds the council more sweeping plans Thursday in an Israel said Friday it will intensify its 22-
presidency this month, provided no interview with Fox News, saying month war with Hamas by taking over 
details, but Saturday is the Jewish Israel planned to take control of all of Gaza City, stirring fears for Palestinian 
Sabbath and Israel is certain to want to Gaza. Israel already controls around civilians and Israeli hostages still held 
speak at the meeting. three-quarters of the territory.Hamas in Gaza, and renewing international 

rejected Israel's plans. "Expanding of pressure for an end to the conflict.
aggression against our Palestinian Israel's air and ground war has killed tens 
people will not be a walk in the park," of thousands of people in Gaza, 
the group said in a statement.displaced most of the population, 

Netanyahu had signaled plans for even destroyed vast areas and pushed the 
broader warInternational powers, territory toward famine. The timing of 
including Israeli allies France, another major ground operation is 
Britain and Canada, have stepped up unclear. It will likely require 
criticism of the war amid mounting mobilizing thousands of troops and 
shock over media reports showing forcibly evacuating civilians, almost 
starvation.c e r t a i n l y  w o r s e n i n g  G a z a ' s  

Germany said Friday it would not humanitarian crisis.An official 
authorize the export of military familiar with the plans to take over 

Mediators from Egypt and Qatar are 
equipment that could be used in Gaza Gaza City said the operation would be 

preparing a new framework that will 
until further notice.Tensions could rise "gradual" and that there is no start date. 

include the release of all hostages — 
further if Netanyahu follows through The official spoke on condition of 

dead and alive — in one go, in return 
on the more sweeping plans to take anonymity to discuss sensitive 

for an end of the war in Gaza and the 
control of the entire territory, two matters.The U.N. Security Council 

withdrawal of Israeli forces from the 
decades after Israel's unilateral announced an emergency meeting on 

strip, two Arab officials told The 
withdrawal.Israel's new plan may be Israel's plans was rescheduled to 10 

Associated Press.Before Israel's 
aimed in part at pressuring Hamas to a.m. EDT on Sunday after originally 

Security Cabinet approved the plan to 
accept a ceasefire on Israel's terms.being scheduled to take place at 3 p.m. 

take over Gaza City, Prime Minister 

as a bell rang.Dozens of doves, a symbol of from radiation, survivors have publicly remaining survivors.
peace, were released after a speech by committed to a shared goal of abolishing The number of survivors has fallen to 99,130, 
Nagasaki Mayor Shiro Suzuki, whose nuclear weapons. But they worry about the about a quarter of the original number, with 
parents are survivors of the attack. He said w o r l d  m o v i n g  i n  t h e  o p p o s i t e  their average age exceeding 86. Survivors 
the city’s memories of the bombing are “a direction.Aging survivors and their worry about fading memories, as the 
common heritage and should be passed supporters in Nagasaki now put their hopes youngest of the survivors were too young to 
down for generations” in and outside of achieving nuclear weapons abolition in recall the attack clearly.“We must keep 
Japan.“The existential crisis of records of the atomic bombing 
humanity has become imminent to each damages of the survivors and 
and every one of us living on Earth,” thier lifetime story,” said 
Suzuki said. “In order to make Nagasaki Yokoyama, whose two sisters 
the last atomic bombing site now and died after suffering illnesses 

NAGASAKI.(Agency)  forever, we will go hand-in-hand with linked to radiation.
 Nagasaki is marking the U.S. atomic attack global citizens and devote our utmost Her organization has started to 

on the southern Japanese city 80 years ago efforts toward the abolition of nuclear digitalize the narratives of 
and survivors are working to make their weapons and the realization of survivors for viewing on 
hometown the last place on earth hit by the everlasting world peace.”Survivors and YouTube and other social media 
bomb.The atomic bomb dropped by the their families gathered Saturday in rainy platforms with the help of a new 
United States on Nagasaki on Aug. 9, 1945, weather at Peace Park and nearby generation.There are younger 
killed some 70,000 people, three days after Hypocenter Park, located below the people who are beginning to take 
the bombing of Hiroshima killed 140,000. bomb’s exact detonation spot, hours action,” Yokoyama told The 
Japan surrendered on Aug. 15, 1945, before the official ceremony. Others Associated Press on Friday. “So I 
ending World War II and the country’s prayed at churches in Nagasaki, home to think we don’t have to get 
nearly half-century of aggression across Catholic converts who went deep depressed yet.”

the hands of younger people, telling them Asia.About 2,600 people, including underground during centuries of violent Nagasaki hosted a “peace forum” on Friday 
the attack is not distant history, but an issue representatives from more than 90 persecution in Japan’s feudal era. where survivors shared their stories with 
that remains relevant to their future.countries, attended a memorial event The twin bells at Urakami Cathedral, which more than 300 young people from around 

Teruko Yokoyama, an 83-year-old member Saturday at Nagasaki Peace Park, where was destroyed in the bombing, will ring the country. Seiichiro Mise, a 90-year-old 
of a Nagasaki organization supporting Prime Minister Shigeru Ishiba spoke. At together again after one of the bells that had survivor, said he is handing seeds of 
survivors, said she feels the absence of 11:02 a.m., the exact time when the gone missing following the attack was “flowers of peace” to the younger 
those she has worked, which fuels her plutonium bomb exploded above Nagasaki, restored by volunteers.Despite their pain generation in hopes of seeing them bloom.
strong desire to document the lives of participants observed a moment of silence from wounds, discrimination and illnesses 

officers or if it was self-inflicted."The like fireworks going off, one right after the morning, was that the last time I saw my ATLANTA.  (Agency)  
shooter was armed with a long gun, and other," said Brandy Giraldo, the chief son?" said Mehta, who later learned his son A man opened fire outside the headquarters 
authorities recovered three other firearms operating officer of The General Muir was safe.No CDC employees or visitors of the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and 
at the scene, according to a law restaurant.She then saw people running were harmed, Monarez said."As we Prevention in Atlanta on Friday, leaving 
enforcement official who spoke on the past her business. Two people paused to navigate the aftermath of this event, we bullet marks in windows across the 
condition of anonymity because they were want to express our eternal gratitude to law sprawling campus and killing a police 
not authorized to discuss the ongoing enforcement personnel who were injured officer before he was found dead in a 
investigation.The gunman's motive is still and share our deepest condolences to the nearby building, authorities said.The 
unknown this early in the investigation, family and friends of the Dekalb County attack, which unfolded near neighboring 
Atlanta Mayor Andre Dickens said. Police Officer who was killed in the line of Emory University, prompted a massive law 

duty," she wrote in an email sent to Officer David Rose was killed in the enforcement response to one of the nation's 
employees.Monarez said Monday would gunfire, the DeKalb County Police most prominent public health institutions, 
be a remote workday so the agency could Department said in a Facebook post. but no one else was reported to be injured.
conduct a security assessment before Atlanta Mayor Andre Dickens said in a At least four CDC buildings were hit, 
people return to their offices. In her X post, statement that Rose served in the Marine Director Susan Monarez said in a post on 
she called the shooting an "attack on our Corps and graduated from the DeKalb X. Images shared by employees showed 
Roybal Campus," referring to the office Police Academy in March, The Atlanta multiple agency buildings with bullet-
complex.The CDC and Emory's main Journal-Constitution reported.DeKalb pocked windows, underscoring the breadth 
campus are surrounded by affluent County CEO Lorraine Cochran-Johnson of the damage to a site where thousands of 
wooded neighborhoods in northeast struck at the emotions of the loss."This scientists and staff work on critical disease 

warn them of a shooter nearby.When Atlanta. All three institutions line up along evening, there is a wife without a husband. research.The gunman was found on the 
Anurag Mehta and his wife heard about the Clifton Road. The area is hard to access, and There are three children, one unborn, second floor of a building across the street 
shooting, they tried to get to their 3-year- notoriously traffic-choked, but on Friday withouta father," Cochran-Johnson from the CDC campus and died at the 
old son in a preschool near the CDC, but few cars were in evidence as a warning siren said.When the shooting began, staff at a scene, Atlanta Police Chief Darin 
they were unable to approach. blared.Gov. Brian Kemp praised the efforts nearby restaurant hunkered down and said Schierbaum said. He added that "we do not 

of first responders.”"I was thinking that when I left for work this they heard a string of gunshots. "It sounded know at this time whether that was from 

Trump once again claims he 
'settled' India-Pakistan 
tensions, repeats 'planes 
downed' remark

Suspected gunman, police officer dead in shooting 
near the CDC and Emory University, police say
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years. That said, inflation is expected to rise again to 4.9 The RBI’s Monetary Policy Committee has left the key 
percent in Q1 of 2026- 27 driven by the base effect. The policy rates unchanged. Even though retail inflation 
higher trade tariffs announced by the US later on touched a six-year low of 2.1 percent in June, the central 
Wednesday could fuel inflation and hit India’s growth bank did not see the need to reduce the rates further. As a 
prospects, which puts the MPC’s decision to preserve its result, they remain above the pre-pandemic levels, while 
ammunition in perspective. A neutral stance retains the real interest rate adjusted for inflation is at 2-3 
policy firepower to respond with rate changes in the event percent, well above the desired 1.5-2 percent. Analysts, 
of further global shocks.As for GDP growth, the RBI kept however, reason that Wednesday’s decision—a 
the 2025-26 estimate unchanged at 6.5 percent, calibrated pause while maintaining the policy stance at 
suggesting that it remained optimistic about domestic ‘neutral’—allows the central bank flexibility to respond 
economic resilience amid global headwinds. However, to unforeseen challenges. As Governor Sanjay Malhotra 
Donald Trump’s later announcement of raising tariffs on explained, geopolitical tensions and global trade 
Indian goods to 50 percent may prompt a recalibration, as uncertainties pose significant downside risks to growth 
they would sharply affect exports and the manufacturing and inflation. So, the decision to pause allows options to 

providing adequate and timely liquidity, the central bank is sector. Then there could be untold dangers if the global respond in more turbulent times. Moreover, the 
ensuring that banks and financial institutions transmit the financial conditions freeze—another reason for the RBI to cumulative 1 percentage point rate cuts announced earlier 
100-basis-point cuts to borrowers. Meanwhile, headline remain cautious. Though the market expects at least are yet to filter through the credit system and the broader 
inflation is expected to edge up in Q4, though the overall another 25-basispoint cut in 2025, much will depend on economy.

Despite the pause, some believe that the rate easing cycle is 2025-26 print will likely settle at 3.1 percent, lower than global trade retrenchment, domestic demand softening, 
alive and kicking, thanks to RBI’s liquidity measures. By the targeted 4 percent for the first time in at least three and the rupee’s trajectory.

Bold roadmap to an 
economic dawn in Kerala

Grieving for Hemant Karkare after Malegaon verdict

quiescence surrounding Israel’s ongoing assault on as a virtue when injustice demands a response. Yet, Homo sapiens with remarkable cognitive powers such Across time and cultures, the adage ‘silence is golden’ 
Gaza— an onslaught that many experts now describe betraying its original nuance, the phrase “silence is as abstract thought, complex language, social has come to embody the virtue of restraint in speech. It 
as genocide. It has already claimed over 60,000 lives, golden” has been used to shield selfishness or cooperation, cultural imagination, and technological perhaps originated in the ninth-century Arabic saying: 
razed entire neighbourhoods, and now threatens to cowardice, thus transforming silence into quiet innovation. These advances should have made us more “If speech is silver, then silence is gold.” The sentiment 
starve a million innocent people to death, including hypocrisy.Nowhere is this more apparent than in the empathetic and peaceable. Yet the paradox of our it conveys echoes in religious traditions, too.

Prophet Muhammad, as reported in Sahih al-Bukhari, countless children.Across time and cultures, the adage political quiescence surrounding Israel’s ongoing species is that we used the very intellect evolution 
advised Muslims to either speak good or remain silent. ‘silence is golden’ has come to embody the virtue of assault on Gaza— an onslaught that many experts now granted us to refine violence. We expanded organised 
The Epistle of James in the New Testament urged restraint in speech. It perhaps originated in the ninth- warfare, perfected weapons of mass destruction, and 
Christians to be “quick to listen and slow to speak”. century Arabic saying: “If speech is silver, then silence became more violent than Neanderthals ever 
And in its 17th chapter, the Bhagavad Gita describes is gold.” The sentiment it conveys echoes in religious were.Among the non-violent majority, human 
silence (maunam) as an “austerity of the mind” (tapo traditions, too.Prophet Muhammad, as reported in fellowship failed in subtler ways— through social 
maanasam).Such pronouncements have strengthened Sahih al-Bukhari, advised Muslims to either speak identitarianism, propaganda, and ignorance of 
the belief that silence is not the absence of speech, but good or remain silent. The Epistle of James in the New history. If most people today confine their solidarity 
the presence of meaning—deep, intentional, and Testament urged Christians to be “quick to listen and to those who share their nationality, religion, or class, 
spiritual. However, this perception often overlooks the slow to speak”. And in its 17th chapter, the Bhagavad it is because disinformation-driven mistrust paints 
fact that what the aphorisms endorsed was judicious Gita describes silence (maunam) as an “austerity of the the ‘other’ as a threat. As a result, even after being 
restraint, not muteness born of indecision or avoidance. mind” (tapo maanasam).Such pronouncements have endowed with the capacity for unity, we chose 
In other words, silence is noble only when it is chosen strengthened the belief that silence is not the absence of division.This moral failure often takes the form of 
as a form of prudence in the face of great responsibility. speech, but the presence of meaning—deep, silence, cloaked in specious justifications: that the 
When it accompanies oppression, it joins in the crime intentional, and spiritual. However, this perception victims are in a distant land; that speaking out brings 

describe as genocide. It has already claimed over and becomes its voice.Hence, Prophet Muhammad often overlooks the fact that what the aphorisms us no gain, while staying quiet costs us nothing; that 
60,000 lives, razed entire neighbourhoods, and now declared that the highest form of jihad is “a word of endorsed was judicious restraint, not muteness born of condemning genocide might endanger our interests; 
threatens to starve a million innocent people to death, justice” (kalimatu adl) spoken against a tyrannical ruler indecision or avoidance. In other words, silence is that a single voice cannot sway the oppressors; and that 
including countless children.Silence in the face of (sultaanin jaa’ir). Jesus too inspired courage in his noble only when it is chosen as a form of prudence in our solidarity will do little to alter the victims’ fate.But 
these atrocities can perhaps be excused in lands where followers saying: “What I tell you in the dark, speak in the face of great responsibility. When it accompanies these are lame excuses. They are shamelessly invoked 
denouncing Israel brings the threat of imprisonment or the daylight; what is whispered in your ear, proclaim oppression, it joins in the crime and becomes its voice. to avoid confessing the uncomfortable truth: we are 
worse. But what explains the silence of those who, free Hence, Prophet Muhammad declared that the highest from the rooftops.” And in the Bhagavad Gita, Lord silent because we don’t care.Needless to say, it cannot 
to speak, choose not to?Evolutionary psychology form of jihad is “a word of justice” (kalimatu adl) Krishna tells Arjuna that there is nothing more be denied that silence can, at times, be a powerful form 
suggests that an intense fear of outsiders that prevailed spoken against a tyrannical ruler (sultaanin jaa’ir). honourable than fighting a righteous war (dharmyam of resistance. But this holds only for the oppressed who 
among early humans persists even today because Jesus too inspired courage in his followers saying: sangramam) to uphold justice.Indeed, no serious are stunned into wordlessness by trauma. For those 
natural selection honed our protective instincts. In “What I tell you in the dark, speak in the daylight; what philosophy upholds silence as a virtue when injustice who watch from safety, silence is no act of dignity or 
contrast, modern humans possess the cognitive is whispered in your ear, proclaim from the rooftops.” demands a response. Yet, betraying its original nuance, courage. It is an abdication of social responsibility by 
sophistication necessary for negotiation or conflict And in the Bhagavad Gita, Lord Krishna tells Arjuna the phrase “silence is golden” has been used to shield which they not just surrender their freedom of speech 
resolution. Yet, they exhibit atavistic tendencies as if that there is nothing more honourable than fighting a selfishness or cowardice, thus transforming silence but lose their humanity.This makes reclaiming our 
evolution had passed them by.righteous war (dharmyam sangramam) to uphold into quiet hypocrisy. humanity the biggest requirement for most of us today. 

Scientifically speaking, behavioural modernity equipped Nowhere is this more apparent than in the political justice.Indeed, no serious philosophy upholds silence But it is not an easy task. Mirza Ghalib had warned:

RBI keeps powder dry to respond to tariff turmoil

Kerala, long celebrated as god’s own country, is 
today grappling with an economic paradox that 
belies its natural beauty and human development 
achievements. While the state boasts of high 
literacy rates, robust healthcare systems, and a 
globally admired social model, its economic 
underpinnings are alarmingly fragile.

The state’s unemployment rate stood at 9.6 percent 
in 2022-23, significantly higher than the national 
average of 4.1 percent. The industrial sector 
remains stagnant, contributing only 23 percent to 
the gross state domestic product, compared to the 
national average of 29 percent. Meanwhile, 
Kerala’s public debt has surged to ?3.57 lakh 
crore, exacerbated by declining central transfers 
and fiscal constraints. The state government 
spends more every year on debt servicing than on 
development—and it ends up borrowing more to 
pay off the interest on its past borrowings.

Kerala’s economy has long been buoyed by 
remittances from its diaspora, but this over-
reliance on external inflows—which once 
accounted for nearly 30 percent of Kerala’s 
economy—has left the state vulnerable to global 
shocks. The pandemic-induced disruptions 
exposed the fragility of this model, with 
remittances declining and unemployment surging.

The unemployment rate remains stubbornly high, 
the industrial sector stagnant, and the fiscal health 
precarious, with mounting debt and dwindling 
revenues. Meanwhile, the state’s industrial sector 
remains woefully underdeveloped, hamstrung by 
bureaucratic red tape, outdated labour laws, and an 
aversion to private enterprise. The agricultural 
sector, once a cornerstone of Kerala’s economy, 
has also suffered from declining productivity and 
climate-related challenges.If Kerala is to reclaim 
its place as a beacon of progress, it must confront 
these challenges with bold, pragmatic reforms that 
prioritise ease of doing business, investor 
confidence, and sustainable development. To 
extricate itself from this economic quagmire, 
Kerala must embrace a new paradigm that fosters 
entrepreneurship, attracts investment, and ensures 
equitable growth.For instance, under the Kerala 
Shops and Commercial Establishments Act, 1960, 
women working night shifts must be grouped in 
teams of at least five, with a minimum of two 
female employees per group, for safety reasons. 
Employers are also required to provide safe 
transportation for female employees commuting 
during night hours. While these provisions aim to 
ensure safety, they also limit employment 
opportunities for women in sectors that require 
flexible work arrangements, such as IT and 
hospitality. Employment laws specify too many 
details, which can sometimes reduce Kerala’s 
competitiveness in attracting IT firms, especially 
when compared to states with more flexible labour 
laws. Many companies have argued in favour of a 
broad mandate—for example, a 45-hour work 
week—with the actual details left to the company 
to apply in accordance to its practices and 
operational requirements. By amending the law to 
balance worker r ights  with economic 
competitiveness, Kerala can unlock its full 
potential and position itself as a leading hub for 
innovation and investment.On the ease of doing 
business, which has increasingly become an 
empty slogan, Kerala must shed its reputation as a 
bureaucratic labyrinth and create an environment 
where businesses can thrive without undue 
interference. This requires streamlining regulatory 
processes, digitising approvals, and ensuring 
time-bound clearances. Kerala is notorious for the 
number of hurdles any proposal must clear before 
it sees the light of day. While the state government 
claims to have streamlined clearances, investors 
and businesspeople tell me a different story. The 
state should slash regulations and establish single-
window systems across the board (and not just in 
one or two favoured areas) for investors and 
entrepreneurs, reducing the procedural delays.

consequent transfer of the probe from the Maharashtra members of the Students Islamic Movement of India Karkare was killed by Pakistani terrorists who attacked 
ATS to the NIA (controlled by the Union Home (SIMI), a known jihadi terrorist organisation. When the Mumbai on November 26, 2008. We mourned his death 
Ministry); the visit of an NIA officer to the office of Bombay High Court acquitted them, many co-at that time. Today, we mourn the demise of justice after 
Special Public Prosecutor Rohini Salian in Mumbai, religionists of the acquitted men rejoiced! In the seven accused, including former BJP MP Pragya Singh 
asking her to “go slow” on the prosecution; the Malegaon case, too, some co-religionists celebrated Thakur and Lt Col Prasad Purohit, were acquitted in the 
replacement of a highly respected prosecutor like Salian when the seven accused were acquitted.2008 Malegaon blast case.
probably because she publicly berated the NIA for Maharashtra Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis A day before he was killed, Karkare had called on me for 

trying to influence her; the fact that the probe agency proclaimed, “Terrorism was never saffron, is not, and advice on a ticklish problem he was facing while 

told the NIA court that there was no evidence to will never be!” Did the CM suggest that Karkare, a good carrying out his duties honestly and faithfully. The state 

prosecute Pragya and Lt Col Purohit, and that the ATS Hindu himself, had manoeuvred the investigation to Anti-Terrorism Squad (ATS) headed by him had 

had planted the RDX in the house of one of the accused spite fellow Hindus?I grieve for Karkare and his team initially suspected jihadis of involvement in the terror 

— all this pointed to the intention of the rulers to ensure members. Similarly, I grieve for former Police attack near a mosque in Malegaon, a Muslim-dominated 

that the accused were set free. Commissioner Anami Roy and his dedicated officers town in Nashik district, on September 29, 2008. Six 
It is tragic that justice is being dished out on the wishes of who worked for months to nail the culprits in the Mumbai local Muslims had died when a bomb planted on a 

the powerful and not according to the truth of the matter. train blasts case. Many of my friends and well-wishers motorcycle had exploded.Later, it was found that the 
In our police training institutions, we are told to ferret disagreed with me when I said that the Bombay High bike had been registered in Gujarat in the name of 

Court was wron in its decision to acquit the Pragya, a feisty, hardcore Hindutva 
jihadis.activist. She had become a Sadhvi and 

either sold or handed over the bike to a I am convinced that the guilty have got off the 

close aide, Ramji Kalsangra, who has hook in both cases. Courts go by evidence on 

remained untraceable till date. The record. They acquit the accused even if they 

markings on the engine and chassis sense their guilt. The reliance of the 

had been erased, but experts had prosecution on oral witnesses and more 

restored one of the two markings. I importantly on confessions should be 

had no reason to disbelieve my friend. abandoned. The emphasis should shift to 

He had no motive to implicate fellow forensic evidence, which is hard to refute.
With the aim of achieving this goal of shifting Hindus, including a Hindutva activist 

to forensic evidence, the police top brass and an Army officer, with whom he 
needs to address the current culture in all h a d  n o  p r e v i o u s  
police establishments of relying solely on acquaintance.Evidence of meetings 
witnesses who are prone to pressures or held in cities of different states by 
inducements. The emhasis on forensics Pragya with Lt Col Purohit and five 
should begin at training institutions.others had been collected. The group, 

Interrogation of suspects should be monitored which included Kalsangra, called 
by CCTV cameras, as done in many itself Abhinav Bharat. It appeared to 
advanced democracies. We are spending Karkare and also to me that the group 
c ro res  o f  rupees  eve ry  yea r  on  had a grouse against the government 
modernisation, but the purchase of for not acting more forcefully against 
equipment alone will not spur police the jihadis despite their terrorist 
investigators to change their methods. A new depredations. The group seemed to 
culture has to be dinned into them daily. And have decided to act independently to out the truth and collect proper evidence to bring the 

all of them should be trained in forensics and subtler take revenge, which they had attempted in a very culprits to book. If police investigation agencies go 
methods of interrogation. A whole new breed of amateurish manner and certainly not in the manner of about arraigning in courts of law the persons identified 
interrogators should be the ultimate goal.A massive the jihadis schooled and trained in the obnoxious by their political masters and exculpate the real 
awareness campaign should be launched to educate the practice of killing innocents.The acquittal of all seven perpetrators of the crime, the entire concept of the rule 
public on the need to discourage custodial violence. I accused by a special court of the National Investigation of law will crumble like a house of cards.
remember a state Home Minister gently upbraiding me Agency (NIA) in the Malegaon case was widely Unfortunately, sides are taken on the grounds of religion, 
for “not even slapping” a boy suspected of theft in the anticipated. Karkare had been advised by a top BJP caste or linguistic identities of the culprits. In the 2006 
house of one of his acquaintances! “What kind of police leader from Delhi to go slow on Pragya (a request that Mumbai train blasts case, the 12 persons convicted of 
are you,” he asked me!unnerved him and nudged him to seek my counsel). The killing 187 commuters and injuring 800 others were 

I am grieving for my friend, the late Hemant Karkare, who was a good man and a professional. He was one of the officers 

The higher trade tariffs announced by the US later on Wednesday could fuel inflation and hit India’s growth prospects, 

which puts the MPC’s decision to preserve its ammunition in perspective

Several significant philosophies have extolled the virtue of silence as a form of prudence. But staying silent on the genocide happening in Gaza is an outright moral failure.

Silence on Gaza genocide condemns us
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The Sikh Times
Maligaon, 09th August: In line

with Indian Railways nationwide
Swachhata Campaign launched in
connection with the Independence
Day Celebrations 2025, N. F.
Railway has initiated a series of
cleanliness drives and awareness
programmes across all its divi-
sions, workshops and establish-
ments. The campaign, which com-
menced on 01st of August, will
continue till 31st of October 2025,
focusing on spreading awareness
and fostering public participation
to ensure a cleaner and greener
railway environment. To mark the
beginning of the campaign, the
Swachhata Pledge was taken by
officers, staff and volunteers
across the N. F. Railway network.
A notable event was held in the
Tinsukia Division, where a

‘Prabhat Pheri’ was organized, fol-
lowed by the pledge-taking cere-

mony. Bharat Scouts and Guides
actively participated in the initia-
tive, organising a Nukkad Natak
and station cleaning drive at New

Tinsukia Railway Station to
engage the public on the theme of

cleanliness. A special cleanliness
and awareness campaign was also
launched at Guwahati Railway
Station. As part of this, pamphlets

on “Say No to Plastic Pollution”
were distributed among passen-
gers to discourage the use of sin-
gle-use plastics. An intensive
cleanliness drive of the railway
tracks, especially beyond the plat-
form areas, was carried out under
the Swachhata Abhiyan.
Awareness on proper garbage
disposal has been emphasized
through a focused “Use the
Dustbin” campaign, complement-
ed by public announcements,
anti-littering signage and coun-
selling sessions. Further, cleanli-
ness efforts extended beyond sta-
tion premises into railway
colonies, where community-led
Shramdan programmes were
conducted to promote civic

responsibility among railway fami-
lies. The campaign also featured
installation of Swachhata-themed
selfie booths at major stations, dis-

tribution of informative pamphlets
and display of anti-littering notices
across platforms, footbridges and
waiting halls. Regular announce-
ments are being made at stations
and onboard trains, urging passen-
gers to adopt hygienic practices
and proper usage of bio-toilets. As
the campaign progresses, N. F.
Railway remains committed to
reinforcing Indian Railways vision
of a cleaner and healthier travel
experience for all. Wide and effec-
tive publicity of the Swachhata
Campaign was carried out through
the official social media handles of
N. F. Railway to create awareness
among the public, highlight ongo-
ing activities across various divi-
sions and stations, and encourage
active participation from rail users
in maintaining cleanliness and
hygiene across the railway net-
work.

Swachhata Drive Gains Momentum Across N. F.
Railway Under Nationwide Cleanliness Mission
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NEWS BOX

team once again with 
immediate effect.”

The fallout had grown 
q u i c k l y  f r o m  a n  
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
disagreement into a 
leadership crisis. Now, 
with the paperwork 
s igned,  Ter  Stegen 
r e s u m e s  h i s  r o l e ,  
although his long-term 
captaincy could still 
hinge on an upcoming 
squad vote to confirm the 
leaderHis injury status register him as a long-term injury and 

could benefit Barcelona in the short term, as temporarily reduce his wages under salary 
it allows them to register new arrival Joan cap rules. His refusal led to disciplinary New Delhi. (Agency) Garcia to cover the goalkeeper position. On action and the captaincy being taken away Barcelona have drawn a line under a turbulent the pitch, though, Ter Stegen’s displays in on Thursday — a shock decision for a senior week by restoring Marc-Andre ter Stegen as key matches have faced criticism in recent player with years of service at Camp club captain, ending a short-lived but highly seasons, meaning his return as captain Nou.By Friday, however, the standoff was publ ic  d ispute  over  the  German comes with renewed expectations.Head over. In a statement, Barcelona announced: goalkeeper’s medical clearance. coach Hansi Flick will now look to steer the “The club announces that the player Marc-The 33-year-old had surgery on his back in focus back to football. With pre-season Andre ter Stegen has signed the late July and soon found himself in the nearly over and the transfer deadline authorisation necessary for the club to send middle of an unexpected row. Reports in approaching, the club’s attention shifts to La Liga the medical report relating to his Spain claimed he declined to give consent finalising squad reinforcements and surgery. The disciplinary case has been for La Liga to access his medical file, a step preparing for their title defence and a try for closed and the player is captain of the first the club allegedly wanted so they could European glory.

CHENNAI

Florida.Captain Mohammad Rizwan added Earlier, Evin Lewis, captain Shai Hope and 
53 runs for Pakistan.”At the start, the Roston Chase scored half-centuries for 
spinners were great, but once the dew came West Indies. Shaheen Shah Afridi led the 

Pakistan bowlers with four 
wickets for 51 runs while 
Naseem Shah added 3-55.

"It was tough to play in conditions 
like this, and the toss had a big 
part," Hope said. "Maybe we 
could've got more runs. Credit .  (Agency)
to our bowlers for fighting at the   TAROUBA: Hasan Nawaz hit an unbeaten 
end. We needed to score more in 63, including a six and a clinching boundary 
the middle overs. But all in all, in the second-to-last over, to help Pakistan 
we're still one step behind."beat West Indies by five wickets in the first 

The second match in the ODI one-day international on Friday.Pakistan 
series is scheduled for Sunday reached 284-5 with seven balls to spare 
and the third and final on after the home side scored 280 after being 
Tuesday, also at Brian Lara sent in to bat by Pakistan, which won the 

in it got easier," player-of-the match Nawaz Stadium.preceding Twenty20 series 2-1 played in 
told the host broadcaster.

Hasan Nawaz's unbeaten 63 leads Pakistan 
to a five-wicket win over West Indies

New Delhi. (Agency) 
Indian Super League’s (ISL) future is hanging 

in the balance — and 11 of its clubs want 
action now. They have written to All India 
Football Federation (AIFF) president 
Kalyan Chaubey, urging him to take the 
matter straight to the Supreme Court. If the 
federation doesn’t step in, the clubs say they 
are ready to go themselves.The trouble 
began when Football Sports Development 
Limited (FSDL), the league’s organiser, 
pressed pause on the 2025-26 season. The 
reason? The Master Rights Agreement 
(MRA) between FSDL and the AIFF — 
signed in 2010 — is set to expire in 
December 2025. But a Supreme Court 
directive has stopped the AIFF from 

renegotiating until a verdict is delivered in 
the draft constitution case. With that order in 
place, the league and related competitions 
are stuck in limbo.In their joint letter to 
Chaubey, the clubs said: “We respectfully 
urge the AIFF, in its capacity as the statutory 
regulator of football in India and the 
principal party to the proceedings, to 
urgently bring the current situation to the 
attention of the Hon’ble Supreme Court of 
India.”The letter flagged the growing impact 
— stalled planning, frozen contracts, and 
livelihoods under threat. Chennaiyin FC has 
already halted first-team operations, while 
Bengaluru FC and Odisha FC have 
suspended salary payments for players and 
staff.Warning of wider consequences, the 
clubs noted: “This legal uncertainty and 
administrative vacuum are now threatening 
to cause irreversible damage to the Indian 
football ecosystem.” They are willing to 
back the AIFF in court but insist they will 
move independently if needed.With the 
ISL’s September-to-April season fast 
approaching, the clock is ticking on whether 
Indian football’s top tier will kick off on time 
or face its most disrupted campaign yet.

gathering, Union Minister K Ram Mohan 
Naidu affirmed that the launch of APL 
Season-4 in Visakhapatnam marks a fresh 
start for the league, with several changes 
introduced compared to previous editions. 
He said the aim is to make cricket more 
accessible to the public and support young 
talent, particularly from rural areas. The 
Union Minister emphasised the need for 
continued efforts to provide opportunities to 
talented players across the country.Speaking 
at the event, ACA President Kesineni 
Sivanath said seven teams are participating New Delhi .(Agency)
this season, and the focus remains on  VISAKHAPATNAM: The fourth season of 
encouraging players from grassroots levels. the Andhra Premier League (APL), 
He expressed confidence that players like organised by the Andhra Cricket Association 
Nitish Kumar Reddy would make significant (ACA), was inaugurated on Friday evening 
con t r ibu t ions .He  a l so  no ted  tha t  a t  t h e  A C A - V D C A S t a d i u m  i n  Minister Kinjarapu Ram Mohan Naidu and MPs K Appala Naidu and M Sribharat, and 
Visakhapatnam had successfully hosted two Visakhapatnam.The opening ceremony popular actor Daggubati Venkatesh, who is BJP State chief P Madhav were also 
IPL matches earlier this year, with Delhi featured power-packed performances by also the brand ambassador for APL Season- present.The trophy for the season was 
Capitals, who chose the Port City as their Tollywood actress Pragya Jaiswal and music 4, attended the event as chief guests. ACA unveiled by the Union Minister, the brand 
home ground, winning both.ACA Secretary director Charan Pakala, who also composed President and Vijayawada MP Kesineni ambassador, and the captains of the seven 
Sana Sathish and APL Governing Council the anthem for the current APL season. Laser S ivana th  accorded  them a  warm participating teams.Later, they watched the 
Chairman Sujay Krishna Ranga Rao, among and drone shows enthralled the audience welcome.Several political leaders, including inaugural match between Kakinada Kings 
others, were present at the ceremony.before the match.Union Civil Aviation TDP State President Palla Srinivas, TDP and Amaravati Royals.Addressing the 

SPORTS

of who I wanted to be. My setbacks weren’t 
signs that I was weak; they were necessary 
chapters in a story that’s still being written."

“Failure taught me what success never could. It 
humbled me. It forced me to look inward, to 
ask hard questions, to rebuild with more 
intention and clarity. Every mistake I made 
sharpened my understanding of who I am 
and who I’m not. And while I once feared 
those mistakes, I now see them as some of 
my greatest teachers."

"There were times I thought I’d lost 
New Delhi. (Agency) everything, my direction, my confidence, 

Spaniard Paula Badosa has been forced to my sense of worth. But looking back, I 
withdraw from the US Open this year, the realize I was only losing what no longer 
tournament's organisers announced on served me. Every loss gave space for growth. 
Friday, August 8. Badosa has been struggling Every closed door redirected me toward a 

muscle that connects the lower back to the after setbackwith injury woes, including a chronic back better one."”I’m not proud of every moment 
Following the latest setback, Badosa took to top of the leg. With Badosa's withdrawal, issue that even made her consider retirement in my past, but I am proud of the person those 

social media and posted a heartwarming Switzerland's Jil Teichmann will move to the from the sport. Last month, the former World moments created. The human I am today is 
message. The Spaniard talked about her main draw as the singles action will get No.2 announced that she would be out for a more resilient, more aware, and more 
recent struggles on and off the court and said underway on August 24.few weeks due to another back injury.Badosa grounded because of everything I’ve 

Badosa was also forced to withdraw from the that she doesn't run from failure anymore."I last played at Wimbledon this year, where survived and learned. I don’t run from failure 
US Open mixed doubles event, where she wasn’t built by easy days. I was shaped by she suffered a first-round exit, losing to anymore. I respect it because it’s the reason I 
was supposed to team up with Jack the moments that broke me, the choices that Britain's Katie Boulter. She then revealed stand here Stronger, wiser, and still 
Draper.Badosa's heartwarming message didn’t go as planned, and the times I fell short that she had suffered a tear in her psoas, the becoming," said Badosa.

APL- 4 opens with dazzling ceremony in Visakhapatnam

Paula Badosa forced to withdraw from 
US Open as injury woes continue

Barcelona hand Ter Stegen captaincy 
back after resolving medical dispute

New Delhi. (Agency)
Hasan Nawaz revealed that Pakistan captain 

Mohammad Rizwan told him to make the most 
of his debut match and get the team over the line 
in the first ODI against the West Indies on 
Friday, August 8. Nawaz was the star of the 
show as he remained unbeaten on 63 from 54 
balls as Pakistan won the match by five 
wickets.Nawaz made a slow start to his innings 
in what turned out to be a tricky chase for the 
visitors as their run-rate was below the required 
one when they lost Rizwan for 53, still needing 
101 for the win. Nawaz showed great maturity 
and put on a 104-run stand with Hussain Talat 
as Pakistan got home in the end with seven balls 
to spare.

WI vs PAK 1st ODI HighlightsSpeaking to PCB, 
the 22-year-old said that he was aiming to make 
his debut a memorable one. Nawaz said he had 
confidence from his Pakistan Super League 
exploits and knew he could big hits in the end.

"It was my debut match so I was thinking to make 
it memorable. When me and Rizwan were 
batting, he was telling me that 'it’s your debut, 
so you have to finish the match.'"When he was 
going out his dismissal, he said the same thing 

that you have to finish it. So that was the plan, 
and also I had the confidence from before that 
in the PSL, I have been finishing matches. That 
thing was also there that I can get big hits at the 
end," said Nawaz.Nawaz also spoke about 
learning from Babar and Rizwan, who put on a 
steady stand of 55 to help Pakistan get back into 
the chase. The youngster said that the 
partnership from the duo played a key role for 
the team in the end."You learn a lot from Babar 
bhai, Rizwan bhai, the way they play, they are 
match-winners. So, we learn a lot from them. 
There was a lot of help from them, and it played 
a big role in winning the match. When we lost 
one or two wickets early, they handled it very 
well, and later we got the benefit of that," said 
Nawaz.

It's your debut, finish it: 
Hasan Nawaz on captain 
Rizwan's message after 

1st ODI win

PARIS.(Agency)
Top-seeded Arjun Erigaisi was held to a draw 

by Dutch GM Jorden van Foreest, while 
Vidit Gujrathi suffered a shock defeat to 
Ray Robson in the second round of the 
Chennai Grand Masters Chess tournament 
on Friday, August 9. Germany's Vincent 
Keymer emerged as the sole leader on Day 
2 after his commanding win over India's V 
Pranav. The Indian was able to go toe-to-
toe with Keymer, but the German was able 
to make a comeback to secure his second 
win on the trot.Erigaisi and Foreest were 
forced to settle for a draw after tan evenly-
matched tactical battle. Erigaisi is now 
joint-second in the standings with 1.5 
points, alongside Ray Robson, who 
stunned Gujrathi. The Indian grandmaster 

and Robson were involved in a see-saw 
battle which saw Gujrathi secure a winning 
position. However, Gujrathi faltered in the 
end game, allowing Robson to capitalise 
and secure his first win of the tournament, 
after an intense time scramble.Anish Giri 
and Nihal Sarin shared the spoils in a well-
balanced battle on the day, which saw the 
Indian ace come close to securing a big 
win. Nihal had found his rhythm and was in 
a superior position in terms of time and on 
the board forcing Giri on to the backfoot. 
However, the Dutch GM found a way to 
escape and secure a draw in the end.The 
showdown between Karthikeyan Murali 
and Awonder Liang also ended in a draw.

In the challengers section, Indian GM Iniyan 
Pa impressed everyone with a commanding 
win over GM Harika Dronavalli, while 
Abhimanyu Puranik bounced back with a 
victory over Leon Luke Mendonca. The 
games involving Diptayan and Pranesh, 
Adhiban and Vaishali, and Harshavardhan 
and Aryan ended in draws.

11 ISL clubs ask AIFF to 
alert SC on league 
future uncertainty

Chennai Grand Masters: 
Arjun Erigaisi held, Vidit 

Gujrathi suffers shock loss

ZBarcelona have reinstated 

Marc-André ter Stegen as 

captain after resolving a 

dispute over medical clearance, 

ending a dramatic 24-hour 

standoff that began when he 

refused to share his surgery 

details with La Liga.

Shaheen Shah Afridi led the 
Pakistan bowlers with four 
wickets for 51 runs while 
Naseem Shah added 3-55.

ZPaula Badosa's injury woes 
continued as she was forced 
to withdraw from the US Open 
on Friday, August 8. Badosa 
was last seen in action in 
Wimbledon this year.

 

 

The trophy for the season was 

unveiled by the Union Minister, 

the brand ambassador, and 

the captains of  the seven 

participating teams.
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Union Minister Piyush Goyal 
resolved a complex land allocation 
issue for a major Swiss company 
during a live business conference, 
highlighting the ease of  business 
in India.

bring next year’s expected trade USD 35.14 billion in June due to global 
volume growth down to 1.8 percent economic uncertainties, while trade 
from 2.5 percent projected earlier. deficit narrowed to a four-month low of 

USD 18.78 billion during the month. 
World Trade Organisation (WTO) 
Director-General Ngozi Okonjo-
Iweala said the shadow of tariff 
uncertainty continues to weigh 
heavily on business confidence, 
investment and supply chains.

“Uncertainty remains one of the most 
disruptive forces in the global 
trading environment,” she said. It 
added that Asian economies are 

New Delhi.(Agency) projected to remain the largest “World merchandise trade is now 
 The global merchandise trade is positive driver of world merchandise projected to grow 0.9 per cent in 2025, 

expected to grow 0.9 per cent this year trade volume growth in 2025, although up from the -0.2 per cent contraction 
due to frontloading of imports in the US their contribution in 2026 will be forecasted in April but down from the 
due to sweeping tariffs announced by smaller than predicted in April. North 2.7 per cent estimate pre-dating the 
US President Donald Trump, according America will weigh negatively on tariff increases,” it said. The slight 
to the WTO forecast. It said higher global trade growth in 2025 and 2026, increase in the projection augur well for 
tariffs will weigh on trade and it will it added.India.India’s exports remained flat at 

India's US crude imports surge in 2025; 
Russian supplies remain steady

Economic Partnership Agreement Industry in Maharashtra, my home state, approved the land allocation and agreed 
(TEPA).During morning discussions with his application and a couple of slides to relocate the green zone to another area 
with Swiss company executives, a to accommodate the company's 
representative from Endress Hauser expansion needs."Roughly around 
Flowtec AG, a precision engineering 40,000 square meters can be made 
firm operating in Maharashtra for over available," Goyal announced. "We're 
two decades, raised concerns about just going to move that green - not that 
land acquisition for expanding their we are cancelling the green area, it'll be 
manufacturing facility."When I was shifted to another location so that 
meeting with some of your industry Endress and Hauser can get the peace 
persons earlier in the morning, I met a that they want. India can, India will 
gentleman from Endress and Hauser," deliver."
Goyal told the conference audience. The swift resolution served as a 

"Endress and Hauser is a company demonstration to potential Swiss New Delhi.(Agency)  
working in India over the last 20 years investors about India's approach to 

Union Commerce and Industry Minister since 2003. It's grown significantly but business facilitation. "This is a real-time 
Piyush Goyal resolved a complex land wishes to grow further and they example of quick government response 
allocation issue for a major Swiss highlighted to me that they were in need and it served as a strong message that showing that he's doing good work there," company during a live business of another 10 acres, about 40,000 square India can, and India will deliver," Goyal Goyal announced to the conference.conference, completing the process in meters of land which is currently next to stated.The Minister used the moment to "I've just received a reply at 2:07. How long just 2 hours and 34 minutes.The their plant but is a green zone." reinforce his pitch to Swiss companies, back is that? I've lost track of time. At intervention occurred at the 18th adding: "You make me truly nervous. I The company required the land, designated 2:07, so that's just about 2 hours and a half SWISSMEM Industry Day, where Goyal hope, I hope some Swiss companies will as a protected green zone, for expansion hours, 2 and a quarter hours," the Minister was addressing over 1,000 Swiss industry stay. I hope, I hope that some Swiss but faced bureaucratic procedures that continued, as applause erupted from the representatives and a delegation of 90 companies still will stay here after all this typically take months to complete."At audience.The Maharashtra Industrial Indian companies as part of efforts to announcement."11:33, I messaged the Secretary of Development Corporation (MIDC) operationalise the India-EFTA Trade and 

Ease of  doing business: Piyush Goyal 
resolves Swiss firm's land issue in 2.5 hours

ICICI Bank hikes minimum balance to 
Rs 50,000: What it means for you

CHENNAI.(Agency)
The US is expected to issue an executive order 

exempting gold bar imports from recently 
imposed tariffs, in a move aimed at calming 
turmoil in the bullion market.

According to reports, the development follows a 
ruling by US Customs and Border Protection 
(CBP) on July 31, 2025, that reclassified one-
kilogram and 100-ounce cast gold bars under a 
tariffed category, making them subject to a 39 
per cent reciprocal duty. This overturned the 
long-standing assumption that such bars were 
tariff-exempt.The CBP decision caused 
immediate disruption in global bullion flows, 
with Swiss refiners — the main suppliers of 
these bars to the US — halting shipments. The 
uncertainty sent gold futures surging to record 
highs of around $3,534 per ounce before paring 
gains when White House officials signalled that 
a clarification was imminent.

According to senior officials, the forthcoming 
executive order will address what they described 
as “misinformation” and confirm that gold bar 
imports will remain exempt from tariffs. The 
move is expected to restore confidence in the 
market, which had been rattled by fears of 

supply chain bottlenecks and widening 
premiums between COMEX futures and 
international spot prices.

Industry players warned that the sudden 
imposition of tariffs could have severely 
disrupted bullion trading hubs in New York and 
London, and undermined the structure of the US 
futures market. Analysts said that while the 
planned exemption should ease immediate 
concerns, any delay or ambiguity in the order 
could keep volatility elevated in precious metals 
markets.The executive order is anticipated to be 
issued shortly, offering a reprieve to global gold 
trade networks and market participants who 
were blindsided by the CBP’s ruling.

BUSINESS

Gold bars likely to be exempted 
from US import tariffs

New Delhi.(Agency) Middle East, particularly around the total. The dip was mainly attributed to 
Strait of Hormuz.In July 2025, India seasonal refinery maintenance during India has increasingly turned to the 
imported a total of 4.55 million barrels the monsoon season, rather than United States to meet its crude oil 
per day (mbd) of crude oil. Russia geopolitical tensions or Western needs since January 2025, with 
remained the top supplier, contributing pressure on Russian crude.imports rising sharply, according to 
1.40 mbd, followed by Iraq at 0.91 mbd data from Kpler. PS“India's crude imports fell by 0.1 mbd 
and Saudi Arabia at 0.70 mbd. The month-on-month to 4.5 mbd in July. In January 2025, when US president 
United Arab Emirates supplied 0.41 This is in line with historical trends, as Donald Trump took over, India 

crude arrivals typically decline imported 279,000 barrels per day 
from June to August. Refineries (bpd) of crude oil from the US—a 
u s u a l l y  u n d e r g o  p l a n n e d  322% jump from just 66,000 bpd in 
maintenance turnarounds during December 2024, Kpler data shows. 
this period, as domestic demand The upward trend continued in 
softens amid the monsoon season,” February, with imports reaching 
said Ivan Mathews, Head of APAC 357,000 bpd, marking the highest 
Analysis at Vortexa.level in over two years. In March, 

imports stood at approximately  Lately, tensions have intensified 
300,000 bpd, reflecting a 247% year- following a statement from the US 
on-year increase.April saw further P r e s i d e n t  D o n a l d  T r u m p  
growth, with US crude imports announced to impose a 50% 

reciprocal tariff on Indian goods due to mbd, while Kuwait contributed 0.35 rising to 326,000 bpd—a 270% 
India’s continued imports of Russian mbd. Imports from other countries i n c r e a s e  c o m p a r e d  t o  A p r i l  
crude. The European Union has also totaled 0.78 mbd. Crude oil imports 2024—before dipping slightly to 
renewed efforts to curb Russia's energy from the US increased by 23% 280,000 bpd in May due to refinery 
revenues, announcing additional compared to June 2025.maintenance. The most significant rise 

came in June, when imports soared to sanctions, including targeting India-Although India’s overall crude imports 
439,000 bpd, driven by concerns over based Nayara Energy, a subsidiary of declined slightly in July, Russian oil 
potential supply disruptions in the Russia’s Rosneft.still accounted for over 36% of the 

Weekly Review: Nifty, 
Sensex posted roughly 1% 
loss, marking their longest 
losing streak in over five 
years

MUMBAI .(Agency)
Indian equity markets ended the week from August 4 to 

8, 2025, on a weak note, with both the Nifty 50 and the 
BSE Sensex posting losses for the sixth consecutive 
week, marking their longest losing streak since April 
2020. The Nifty began the week near 24,597 and 
touched a high of 24,722.75 on August 4 before 
slipping over the next few sessions. It closed at 
24,363.30 on August 8, down about 0.95 per cent for 
the week. The Sensex ended at 79,857.79, also losing 
around 0.9 per cent over the same period.

The weakness was driven by a combination of global 
and domestic factors. Market sentiment was rattled 
after the United States sharply raised tariffs on Indian 
goods to 50 per cent, fuelling concerns about the 
impact on exports and manufacturing growth.This 
was compounded by persistent selling from foreign 
institutional investors, which intensified pressure on 
equities. Corporate earnings for the June quarter 
remained subdued, with Nifty-listed firms showing 
only about 7.5 per cent growth, while key sectors such 
as IT and pharma posted disappointing numbers.

Technically, the Nifty slipped below its 100-day 
moving average near 24,500 during the week, 
signalling further weakness in the near term. While 
there was a modest recovery on August 7, selling 
resumed the next day, erasing those gains. The 
downturn was broad-based, with IT, pharma, and 
mid- and small-cap stocks underperforming, 
reflecting cautious investor sentiment ahead of more 
economic and policy signals.

New Delhi. (Agency) 
 Aadhaar Face Authentication recorded an all time high 

with 19.36 crore transactions in July 2025, as against 
5.77 crore such transaction during the same period in 
pervious fiscal. The growth indicates its growing 
adoption, usage and utility for both availing and 
providing services.Aadhaar Face Authentication 
solution is also showing a consistent growth month 
on month as well. The July face authentication 
transactions are a 22% growth over June, said a 
Cabinet note.July also recorded the highest ever face 
authentication transactions in a single day – over 1.22 
crore (on 1 July 2025); the previous high was 
recorded on 1 March 2025, when over 1.07 crore such 
transactions were executed.More than 150 entities 
both in government ministries and departments, 
financial institutions, oil marketing companies, 
telecom service providers among others are using 
face authentication for smooth delivery of benefits 
and services. This AI based face authentication 
modality works both on Android and iOS platforms.

Aadhaar face authentication has also been integrated 
with the National Social Assistance Programme 
(NSAP). It is facilitating eligible beneficiaries to get 
their social security benefits in a secure and 
contactless method. Since July, 13.66 lakh 
beneficiaries have authenticated themselves using 
face authentication.

In all the 850 medical colleges and institutions under 
the National Medical Commission (NMC), Aadhaar 
Face Authentication have been adopted for marking 
attendance. Similarly, central recruitment 
organisations like Staff Selection Commission and 
Railway Recruitment Board too are using face 
authentication for candidate registration and 
verification.

Global trade to grow 0.9% this year, says 
WTO; high tariffs to bite in 2026

Aadhaar Face Authentication 
Hits All Time High Of  19.36 
Cr Transactions In July 2025

World Trade Organisation Director-
General Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala said 
Asian economies are projected to 
remain the largest positive driver 
of  world merchandise trade volume 
growth in 2025, but their 
contribution in 2026 will be lower 
than predicted earlier.

New Delhi. (Agency) rules, the fee is capped at Rs 500. lender, abolished its minimum balance wealthy savers amid India’s growing 
 ICICI Bank, India’s second-largest The bank has also revised its cash rule in 2020. Most other banks keep GDP and skewed wealth distribution. 

private lender, has announced a sharp transaction rules. Customers will get their MAB requirements between Rs Banks are already facing stiff 
increase in the minimum monthly three free cash deposit transactions per 2,000 and Rs 10,000.Banking analysts competition from mutual funds, 
average balance (MAB) requirement month, up to a cumulative value of Rs 1 say the move signals ICICI’s clear push portfolio management firms, and 
for its savings accounts, effective lakh. Beyond this, charges of Rs 150 per toward premiumisation, targeting high- private equity in attracting affluent 
August 1, 2025.The change applies to transaction or Rs 3.50 per Rs 1,000 clients.To ensure basic banking access, 
all new accounts opened after that date, deposited (whichever is higher) will RBI guidelines mandate that Basic 
setting a new benchmark in the industry apply. If both the transaction count and Savings Bank Deposit Accounts 
for the highest MAB requirement v a l u e  l i m i t s  a r e  b r e a c h e d  (BSBDAs), including those opened 
among domestic banks.Under the simultaneously, the higher of the two under the Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan 
revised structure, customers in metro applicable charges will be levied. Third- Yojana, have no minimum balance 
and urban branches must maintain a party cash deposits will be capped at Rs requirement. These accounts, however, 
minimum average balance of Rs 50,000, 25,000 per transaction.Cheque return come with transaction limits and do not 
a steep jump from the current Rs 10,000. fees have been set at Rs 200 for outward offer the same features as regular 
In semi-urban areas, the MAB will rise returns (cheques deposited by the savings accounts.
from Rs 5,000 to Rs 25,000, while rural customer) and Rs 500 for inward returns WHAT'S BEHIND THE MOVE?

net-worth and mass-affluent customers accounts will require Rs 10,000, up The hike in MAB comes just months after (cheques issued by the customer) for 
who are more likely to purchase from Rs 2,500. ICICI Bank cut its savings account financial reasons.
additional financial products such as P E N A L T Y  A N D  N O N - HIGHEST AMONG PEERS interest rates by 0.25 percentage points. 
insurance, investments, and brokerage COMPLIANCE CHARGES The hike significantly distances ICICI Since April 16, 2025, balances up to Rs 
services.ICICI Bank will impose a penalty of 6 Bank from its peers. HDFC Bank’s 50 lakh earn 2.75 percent interest, while 

IMPACT ON CUSTOMERSpercent of the shortfall in the required MAB requirement remains at Rs 10,000 balances above Rs 50 lakh earn 3.25%.
Existing ICICI customers remain MAB or Rs 500, whichever is lower. For in metro and urban branches, Rs 5,000 The move followed similar rate 

unaffected for now, but the changes example, a shortfall of Rs 10,000 in a in semi-urban branches, and Rs 2,500 in reductions by HDFC Bank and Axis 
could prompt similar moves by other metro branch would ordinarily result in rural branches. Bank, in line with the Reserve Bank of 
lenders, especially as banks compete for a Rs 600 penalty, but under the new The State Bank of India, India’s largest India’s consecutive rate cuts.

CHENNAI.(Agency)
 New Delhi. Several social media accounts are claiming 

that India Post has announced the discontinuation of 
Registered Post from 1st September 2025.

PIB Fact Check has rebutted the claims saying that it is 
fake news. In a tweet, PIB said, "This claim is 
misleading! Registered Post is not getting 
discontinued. It is merging with Speed Post. Here’s 
what stays the same. Person-specific delivery. 
Delivery receipt and real-time tracking. Legal 
validity & acknowledgments".The Ministry of 
Communications had earlier this week issued 
clarification on Rationalization of Domestic Mails 
products. India Post is merging Registered Post with 
Speed Post.  Following the integration, Speed Post 
Letter and Speed Post Parcel will provide address 
specific delivery, while items booked as Speed Post 
with registration will be delivered specifically to the 
addressee. Customers will continue to enjoy the 
benefits of registration under Speed Post while also 
gaining access to premium Speed Post features.

"In order to streamline mail operations, improve 
delivery timelines, and optimize logistics resources, 
the Department of Posts has rationalized its sorting 
infrastructure and unified the processing of both 
Registered and Speed Post items. This integration 
will enhance backend efficiency, reduce transit 
delays, and offer better connectivity across the 
network," an official release said.Both Registered 
Post and Speed Post are accountable services, with 
records maintained at each stage of transmission. The 
key difference lies in their delivery protocols. While 
Registered Post is addressee-specific (delivered only 
to the addressee or their authorized representative), 
Speed Post is address-specific (delivered to any 
person available at the address).

Is India Post Ending 
Registered Post From 1 
September 2025? Check 
Truth Behind It
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